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of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 

Ireland,  appointed  to  meet  at  Westminster ^ 

29th  January,  1833, 
in  the  Third  Year '  of  the  Reign  of  His  Majesty 

WILLIAM  THE  FOURTH. 


i^rartjft  Oolttme  oC  tie  Jbes^fon* 


house  of  lords, 

Monday,   May  21,    1833. 

Mfwvrii.3  PrtitkKM  pniciitKL  By  Lord  DimoAS,  from 
Laqgbuxgh,  Ibr  giving  to  Um  Wapentake  Court  Power  by 
the  Loeid  Juriadlctioii  Bill  to'take  oogninnoe  of  Debta  to 
•udi  AmoBBt  as  may  leem  lit;  and  flrom  the  Shipownen 
of  GnB^gCBMNith,  Frith  of  Forth.'  for  an  Inquiry  into  the 
Canm  of  the  OiitrcM  of  the  Shipping  IntemL->By  Lord 
LrnrDHUsar,  firom  leveral  Plaoei,  against  the  Local  Jurl»- 
dictfcm  Bin. — By  Lord  WrxroiU),  from  Barton-upon- 
Humber,  ftir  giving  to  the  Court  of  Requcfta  there  a  oon- 
curreot  JuriHUctioo  with  the  Courti  to  be  EctaUidwd 
under  the  Loeal  Jurtadictioc  BUL— By  the  Earl  of  Snuo- 
naoicn,  ftom  Woodbridge;  by  Lord  Carbkrt,  ftom 
Canigallaes  and  by  Lord  Bbxlsy,  iVom  Llanwdyn,—  for 
the  Better  Obiervaace  of  the  Sabbath.->By  Lord  Bajwam. 
ftom  Kixkintnioeh,  for  an  Altentian  in  the  pmeut  Syitem 
of  Church  Patronage  In  Seot]and.~By  the  Earl  of  Strad- 
BBOKB,  ftvm  Haleiworth,  for  the  Means  of  more  EaiUy 
Reooveiiag  SmaB  Debti.  Dy  the  MarqucM  of  Wiar- 
MUfarn,  Loid  SuFFiBLOt  and  the  Biahop  of  Bath  and 
Wbllb.  from  a  great  Number  of  Places, — for  the 
AboHtioii  of  S1avefy.->By  the  Archbishop  of  Caktbb- 
BUBYf  from  the  Presbytery  of  DumUaineb  againtt  the 
Irish  Church  Tcmpovalitlcs  BilL 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Tuetday,  May  21,    1833. 

IffiriTBB.]  PBpeiB  ordcreiL  On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  F. 
(yCoNBOBt  the  Number  of  Pemns  oommitted  to  Prison 
for  Non-payment  of  Fines  imposed  by  Maglstnftes  at  Petty 
Scasiona  within  the  last  Twetvemooths  in  the  County  of 
Cork,  and  the  Books  la  which  all  Cases  detennioed  at 
Petty  Scarioos  la  the  West  Riding  of  the  County  of  Cork 
are  entered,  with  the  Names  of  the  Magtstrates  usually 
attending.— On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Fbbobbick  Shaw, 
Statements  retatfang  to  the  Composition  of  Tithes  under 
the  Smi  and  Sid  of  William  4th,  cap.  119. 

Bill.    Read  a  seeood  time  t— Starch  Duties. 

Petitions  presented.  By  Mr.  Iitoham,  ftom  the  Shipowners 
of  South  Shields,  for  an  Inquiry  into  the  Cause  and 

voL.xvin.j3st;} 


Extent  of  the  Distress  of  the  Shipping  Interest. — By  Mr. 
W.  GLADfiTONB,  from  Edinbuigh,  against  the  Immediate 
Abolition  of  Slavery. — ^By  Mr.  HuaiK,  Mr.  J.  Fbntom, 
and  Mr.  Bbibcob,  from  several  Places, — against  Slavery. 
By  Colonel  Wood,  from  Cridihowell,  for  the  Rtpeal  of 
the  Sale  of  Beer  Act — ^By  Sir  W.  Imoilbt,  from  Gains- 
borough, for  granting  to  the  Inhabitants  the  Right  to 
Elect  their  own  Municipal  and  Local  Authorities. — By  Mr. 
Aa  LION  by,  from  Hannington,  against  tlie  Renewal  of  the 
East-India  Charter. — By  Mr.  Hvmb,  from  several  Plaoea 
in  Ireland,  gainst  Tithes  and  Church  Hates ;  from  Holt, 
agMnst  the  Lord's  Day  Observance  Bill;  and  from  Inver- 
beny,  for  Alterations  in  the  Royal  Burglis  (Scotland)  Bill. 

State  pensioners.]  Mr.  Ilan^ey, 
in  rising  to  submit  u  motion  to  the  House 
on  the  subject  of  the  pensions  paid  out  of 
the  Civil  List^  said>  that  his  object  was  to 
put  this  question  distinctly  to  the  Hou.se, 
whether  any  portion  of  the  public  money 
was  to  be  received  by  any  persons  of  cither 
sex,  for  which  some  known  and  adequate 
service  had  not  been  rendered.  That  was 
the  simple  point  on  which  he  wished  to 
take  the  opinion  of  the  House,  and  he  had 
no  intention  to  touch  on  any  other  subject. 
He  did  not  mean  to  attack  either  military 
or  naval  sinecures,  for  he  knew,  that  if  he 
did,  he  should  have  all  the  heroes  in  that 
House  rising  up  against  him,  and  asking 
whether  the  House  was  prepared  to  sacri- 
fice, on  mercenary  grounds,  men  who  had 
risked  their  lives  in  defence  of  their  country, 
and  who  were  associated  with  the  brightest 
periods  of  our  history.  His  Motion,  there- 
fore, would  l)e  confined  .solely  to  the  pen- 
sions on  the  Civil  List;  but  he  trusted 
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that  tbe  hon.  member  for  Middlesex  would 
not  suffer  the  first  Sesuon  of  tbe  Xteformed 
Parliament  (whose  commencement,  he 
could  not  avoid  saying,  had  been  most 
gloomy  and  disheartening)  to  pass  over, 
nvithout  moring  an  inquiry  into  the  nature 
and  extent  of  all  our  payments,  whether 
consisting  of  half-pay,  retired  pensions, 
superannuations,  or  of  any  of  the  various 
and  ingenious  contrivances  by  which  the 
people  of  this  country  were  defrauded  of 
their  money.  It  was  only  by  a  review  of 
all  these  various  items  of  expenditure,  that 
the  House  could  hope  to  discover  the  means 
of  reduction  to  any  great  extent.  Such  an 
inquiry  would  be  found  a  mbst  fruitful 
source  of  economy ;  and  the  question  he 
was  now  submitting  to  the  House  being  a 
branch  of  that  extensive  inquiry,  was» 
in  his  opinion,  a  most  appropriate  fore* 
runner  of  the  motion  about  to  be  brought 
forward  that  night  by  the  ban  member  for 
Marylebone,  because  it  would  point  out  one 
way  by  which  the  deficit  in  the  revenue 
caused  by  the  repeal  of  the  Assessed-taxes 
might  be  supplied.  The  noble  Lord  oppo- 
tite,  and  his  colleagues^  had  honourably 
consented  to  a  deduction  of  ten  per  cent 
from  their  salaries ;  and  be  would  venture 
to  say,  that  if  the  same  deduction  were 
made  from  the  pensions  on  the  Civil  List, 
and  from  all  the  payments  which  came 
under  the  head  of  **  half-pay,*'  "  super- 
annuations," and  "  sinecures,"  a  more  than 
sufficient  sum  would  be  realised  to  meet 
the  loss  occasioned  by  the  repeal  of  the 
Assessed-taxes.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
statement  of  the  annual  expenditure  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  in  salaries,  pensions, 
sinecures,  half-pay,  superannuations,  com- 
pensations, and  allowances ;  and  he  believ. 
ed,  that  the  only  reason  why  it  had  been 
allowed  to  go  on,  was,  that  the  country 
was  totally  ignorant  of  its  amount.  The 
annual  sum  paid  under  those  various 
and  confused  heads  exceeded  9^000,000/. 
sterling ;  and  the  following  was  a  detailed 
Account  of  the  Expenditure :— > 


Salmries  of  3S,912  peraou  employed 
in  tbe  public  offices  •  •  •  • 

Retired  full-pay,  half 'pay,  snperaimua- 
tioDfl,  pensions,  and  allowances  in 
the  anny  ••  •,  •• 

Retired  foil-pay,  half-pay,  auperannua- 
tione,  pewdoni,  and  allowanoea  in 
the  navy  •  •  . .  . , 

Retired  full-pay,  half-pay,  superannua- 
tions, penaiona,  and  dlowances  in 
the  ordnance  .. 

Superannuated  alloiranoes  in  the  civil 
departments  of  government 

Pen^ona  '  *  • . 


2,780,907 


2,9S9,d52 
1,583,797 

374,967 

478,967 
777,35<) 


Pensions  in  the  nature  of  compensa- 
tions for  the  loss  of  offices  in  Eng- 
land *  ••  ••  •> 

Pensions  in  Ireland,  chiefly  in  conse- 
quence of  the  union         . .  . . 

Annual  value  of  sinecure  offices        • . 

Commissioners  of  inquiry 


•  4 


12,020 

89.245 

356,.555 

56.299 

^,457,9a5 


He  was  ready  to  admit,  that  Government 
had  gone  to  a  consideialde  extail  in  f«* 
ducingthe  amount  of  the  above  expenditure ; 
but  allowing  for  all  they  had  done  in  that 
way,  he  might  with  safety  stute,  that  the 
payments  exceeded  upwards  of  8,000,000/. 
BMides  this,  he  held  in  his  hand  a 
Classification  of  9^6  Placemen  and  Pen- 
sioners, whose    Salaries,   Proflls^   Pay, 
Fees,  and  Emoluments,  exceeded,  Jan.  5, 
1890,  l,000f.  per  annum,  which  was  as 
follows : — 


Ofifcen. 


$S0 
60 

112 

100 

134 

IS 

It 

lit 

• 


•*s 


StMtlptton. 


Total  Emo- 
lament*. 


Civil  OflcMs •.. 

Court  of  ChABcery, • 

King**  Bafirh   uu|  otbeff 

Judicial  Onlc«ni   .•«... 
Ajshanadon  *Qd  OoMSja . 

Military  Officen   

ONliMUMt  uid  ArUU«ty«..4 

ll»v«tOflfti»    •««•• 

Cflooial  Oflic«tt  .•...,•• 
OAcfru  of  tbe  Room  of 

Coinmons  • 


fi9««S0.5 
llT,tlS 

9St,6jl 

SM,1M 

240,847 

SS^ISS 

SStftSS 

SII^SSS 

flO,i49 


t,isi,9tr 


Averaf^e 
iDcoine. 


i.99r 

S,744 

S.09S 
2,A6T 
l,T94 
t^SfO 
t,0f6 

Ss»yt 

1*567 


Here,  then,  was  an  ample  field  for  the 
operations  of  a  judicious  eoonomy.  Dis* 
regarding  all  technical  olfjecfions,  as 
to  whether  -the  pensions  were  placed 
on  the  Consolidated  Fund,  or  on  the  Civil 
List,  he  would  come  to  the  facts  of  the 
case  at  once,  and  he  found  that  the  Pension 
List  at  present  amounted  to  150,000/., 
charged  on  the  Civil  List  and  the  Conaoli- 
dated  Fund  in  England  and  Ireland,  and 
the  Hereditary  Revenues  of  Scotland. 
Previous  to  Mr.  Burke's  celebrated  speech, 
which  gave  birth  to  the  S2nd  Geo.  Srd, 
the  Crown  had  no  other  restraint  on  its 
liberality,  than  the  sense  of  shame.  That 
statute  restricted  the  power  of  the  Crown 
to  grant  pensions  within  certain  limits. 
Since  tliat  period,  several  attempts  had 
been  made  to  get  at  the  motives  foe  which 
these  iiensions  were  granted,  but  they  had 
always  been  resisted,  on  the  ground  that 
the  Civil  List  was  a  sacred  funid,  set  apart 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Monarch 
to  relieve  those  unfortunate  individuals 
who  might  merit  his  grace  and  commisera- 
tion.   The  authors  of  those  unsuccessful 
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motioDSf  oonioled  thenuelv^t  with  ^  the 
hapm,  that  when  a  new  Monarch  ascended 
the  Throne,  these  things  would  oome  under 
the  revision  of  the  House.  Such  was  the 
state  of  things^  when  the  noble  Lord  oppo- 
site opened  the  Civil  List  The  noUe 
Lard's  predecessor  had  proposed  that  the 
whole  amount  of  the  Civil  List>  English, 
Scotch,  and  Irish,  should  be  144,000^1  The 
noble  Lard's  plan  extended  the  sum  to 
150,000^;  75,000i  being  placed  on  the 
Civil  Liftff  and  the  remainder  being  trans, 
fened  to  the  Consolidated  Fund;  so  that 
the  latter  payments,  as  they  fell  in,  might 
oome  under  the  control  of  the  House. 
When  the  noble  Lord's  proposition  was 
explained,  manj  Gentlemen,  and  he  (Mr. 
Harvey)  among  the  number,  wished  it  to 
be  ttndentoed,  that  in  giving  their  sanction 
to^  the  aitangement,  they  should  not  be 
precluded  from  any  future  inquiry  into 
the  ciicumstaneea  which  gave  rise  to  those 
pensions*  What,  then,  was  the  nature 
of  those  pensions?  He  found  that,  in 
1A99j  the  hon.  member  for  Middlesex, 
who  by  his  tndefati^ble  industry  had 
sHMithed  the  road  of  investigation  for  all 
who  came  after  him,  moved  for  a  Return 
of  the  names  only  of  persons  receiving 
pensions  from  the  CivU  List;  and  the 
noUe  Lord  opposite  supported  the  Motion, 
on  this  undoiiable  ground — that  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  public  money,  in  what«- 
ever  hands  it  might  be  placed,  ought  to  be 
a  responsible  administration ;  and  the  noble 
Lord,  widi  thai  straightforwardneas  which 
always  characterised  his  conduct  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House,  asked  how  it 
was  possible  for  them  to  impeach  the  pro., 
priety  of  the  pensions  unless  they  knew  the 

Srties  to  wnom  they  were  given.  The 
ouse  had  now  that  'Return  in  their 
pomesnon,  and  he  wished  to  follow  it  up 
by  another  inquiry ;  for  what  was  the 
use  of  having  the  names,  unless  they  also 
had  the  considerations  for  which  the  money 
was  given  ?  He  held  in  his  hand  a  return 
<if  persons  receiving  pensions  on  the  Civil 
List  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland, 
including  the  four  and  half  per  cent  duties, 
which  last  only  amounted  to  21,000/.,  and 
it  was  singular  enough  to  observe  the  great 
disproportion  which  the  female  world  had 
in  the  share  of  the  money.  The  number 
of  pensioners  amounted  to  1,308,  1,022  of 
whom  belonged  to  the  fair  sex.  There 
were  208  persons  with  titles  of  distinction 
on  the  list,  of  whom  124  were  ladies.  He 
bad  made  out  a  dassiflcation  of  these  per. 
sons,  which  he  would  take  the  liberty  of 


oommmdcating  to  the  House.    The  hon. 
Gentleman  reul  the  following  table  :— 

Return  of  Pensions  on  the  Civil  List  of 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  on 
the  ^  per  Cent  Duties. 


KogUod  ..•••••• 

Srotland 

Ireland 

4  J  per  Cent  Dutkt 


OroM 
NwntMf. 


4  IT 
961 

47T 
45 


1,909 


MalM. 


95 

47 

lis 

IS 


881 


FcumIc*. 


9«9 

9ir 

354 
89 


1,088 


Persons  with  Titles  of  Distinction. 


RocUkiMl 

ScSland 

Iraland • 

4|  par  Cent  Batia. 


GfOM 

Naatet. 

MalM. 

FcouUf. 

r9 

56 
59 
80 

89 

19 
90 

6 

44 

9T 
89 

14 

808 

94 

184 

The  obieot  of  the  Motion  with  which  he 
intended  to  conclude  was,  to  obtain  a 
return  of  the  considerations  for  which 
these  various  mnts  were  made,  and  when 
he  observed  Uie  number  of  ladies  on  the 
list,  and  recollected  the  many  scandalous 
cheap  publications  which  had  lately  been 
circulated  in  the  metropolis,  insinuating 
that  these  ^*  considerations"  were  of  a 
nameless  description,  he  could  not  but  think 
that  it  would  be  an  insult  to  those  fair 
recipients  to  suppose  that  they  could  have 
any  objection  to  a  Motion  which  gave  them 
the  opportunity  of  showing  the  substantial 
nature  and  character  of  Uie  services  they 
had  rendered.  He  pr^erred  obtaining  the 
information  he  deured  by  means  of  a 
Return,  rather  than  through  a  Committee 
of  Inquiry,  from  a  feeling  m  delicacy  which 
he  thought  the  House  would  at  once  re* 
cognize.  To  say  nothing  of  the  inoonve* 
niences  attending  a  Committee  of  Inquiry, 
he  could  not  help  thinking  there  would  be 
great  indelicacy  in  calling  before  it  no  lem 
than  1,022  ladies  at  this  season  of  the 
year.  He  therefore  preferred  oonveyinff 
the  wuhes  of  the  House  to  them  through 
that  courteous  medium  of  communication 
by  whidi  the  orders  of  the  House  were 
usually  transmitted.  There  was  another 
branch  of  expenditure,  which  showed  how 
the  people  of  this  country  were  oppressed. 
In  looking  over  the  Civil  List  he  was  sur- 
prised to  find  that  pensions  were  given  to 
the  servants  of  his  late  Mf^jesty,  consisting, 
of  course,  of  the  domestics  of  the  householo. 
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Thenumberoftheseservants  waslOS^andthe 
amount  of  money  they  received  14,446/. 
It.  was  in  such  things  as  these  that  was  to 
be  traced  the  origin  of  that  growing  feel- 
ing of  hostility  to  the  Government  which 
was  every  where  spreading  abroad.  The 
Government  was  strong  in  that  House — 
strong,  not  in  the  support,  but  in  the  fears 
of  that  House — yet  a  sentiment  was 
spreading  throughout  the  country  which 
no  lover  of  the  Government  and  Constitu- 
tion could  contemplate  without  apprehen- 
sion ;  and  if  the  Government  continued 
to  pursue  the  course  it  had  hitherto  followed 
with  regard  to  the  finances  of  the  country, 
the  Reform  of  that  House*  from  which 
they  all  expected  so  much  benefit,  would 
turn  out  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  evils  that 
zould  befal  the  country.  As  long  as  that 
House  was  constituted  as  it  had  heretofore 
been,  the  people  always  looked  to  Reform 
as  the  means  of  securing  good  government ; 
but  if  that  expectation  should  now  be  dis. 
appointed,  to  what  must  they  look  ?  They 
must  look  to  themselves,  and  the  events 
that  had  taken  place  in  that  great  metropo- 
lis within  the  last  week  plainly  demon- 
strated that  they  were  determined  to  look 
to  themselves.  If  Reform  disappointed  the 
people,  they  must  look  to  that  which  all 
would  deplore,  and  for  which  those  who 
disappointed  their  just  expectations  would 
be  responsible — a  revolution  in  the  institu- 
tions of  the  country.  He  did  not  hesitate 
to  say,  that  no  one  measure  had  been  brought 
forward  by  the  Government  since  the 
opening  of  the  present  Parliament  which 
in  any  way  corresponded  with  the  expect- 
ations, not  of  giddy  and  extravagant  bodies 
of  men,  but  of  the  sober  and  rational 
Reformers  of  the  country — ^he  meant  the 
middle  classes.  No  one  measure  had  been 
proposed  by  the  Government  which  might 
not  have  been  brought  forward,  and  with 
success  before  an  unreformed  House.  Why 
was  the  sum  of  200,000/.  of  the  public 
money  paid  every  year  as  retired  allowances 
and  pensions  f  The  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (Mr.Goulbum)  received  2,000/. 
a-year.  Perhaps  he  should  be  told,  for 
the  right,  hon.  Gentleman  would  hardly 
admit  himself  to  be  superannuated,  that 
that  was  as  a  retaining  fee.  Well,  then, 
he  said,  let  the  hon.  member  for  the 
University  of  Cambridge  be  appointed 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  there 
would  be  a  saving  of  2,000/.  a.year.  It 
mattered  not  to  the  country  what  particular 
men  were  in  office ;  and  he  knew  of  nothing 
which  had  been  brough  t  forward  by  the  noble 


Lord  ( Althorp)  which  mieht  not  have  h^tn 
brought  forward  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle. 
man  (Mr.  Goulbum).  Even  with  respect 
to  Irish  Church  Reform  the  plan  of  the 
hon.  member  for  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge appeared  to  him  more  solid  than  did 
that  of  the  noble  Lord.  Ministers  had 
forfeited  the  confidence  of  the  national 
Reformers  of  England^  by  turning  their 
backs  on  all  those  professions  which,  when 
out  of  office,  had  earned  them  the  support 
and  applause  of  the  public  They  had 
made  the  term  Whig  a  by.word,  and  had 
shown,  that  the  worst  species  of  Tory  was  a 
Whig  in  place.  Had  a  Motion  like  the 
present  been  brought  forward  when  the 
Whigs  were  in  their  old  opnasition  places, 
what  declamation  would  uie  House  not 
hear  about  the  crying  injustice  of  taxing 
the  people  for  the  support  of  state  paupers 
and  unmerited  pensionaries.  He  had 
said  on  a  former  occasion,  and  he  re- 
peated it,  that  it  would  be  a  blessing  to 
the  country  to  see  a  Tory  Govenunent. 
The  Whigs,  whose  hands  and  whose 
tongues  were  now  tied^  would  then  be  set 
at  liberty,  and  assisted  by  the  public  voioe, 
they  would  be  able  to  compel  Uie  Tories  to 
act  upon  the  pubHc  feeling.  The  Whigs 
must  now  know  that  mere  talking  would 
not  do.  The  people  must  and  would  have 
acts.  But  his  Motion  would  put  the  Go* 
vemment  to  the  test.  It  would  compel 
them  to  declare  whether  any  person,  of  any 
rank  or  sex,  was  to  continue  to  receive  any 
sum  from  the  public  for  which  no  services 
were  performed?  He  felt  he  had  opened 
a  wide  field,  but  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  would 
confine  himself  to  that  simple  question. 
He  did  not  care  how  his  observations  on 
other  points  were  dealt  with,  so  that  that 
question  had  an  intelligible— for  if  in., 
telligible,  it  must  be  a  satisfactory— answer. 
The  hon.  Member  concluded  by  movine  for 
"  a  Return  of  all  persons  on  the  En^ish^ 
Irish,  and  Scotch  Pension  lists,  heretofore 
paid  out  of  the  Civil-list,  specifying,  with 
the  name,  the  sum  received  by  each  individual 
the  period  of  the  grant,  the  public  ground 
or  other  consideration,  as  far  as  practicable, 
on  account  of  which  they  have  been  granted^ 
distingubhinff  those  who  are  widows  and 
orphans  of  deceased  public  servants,  and 
such  as  are  in  the  receipt  of  any  adary, 
profits,  pay,  fees,  and  emoluments;,  from 
any  public  source." 

Lord  Althorp  observed,  that  the  hon. 
member  for  Colchester  certainly  had  not 
confined  his  remark  to  that  point  to  which 
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the  hon.  Member  wished  him  to  confine  his 
reply.  He  did  not  mean,  however,  to 
follow  the  hon.  Member's  example  in  that 
respect.  He  would  at  once  admit  the 
general  principle,  that  no  person  ought  to 
receive  the  public  money  unless  for  services 
performed  now  or  heretofore.  Acquiescing 
in  the  general  principle,  however,  he 
thought,  that  as  the  House,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  reign,  had  as- 
signed a  oertun  sum  of  money  to  be  dis. 
pMed  of  by  the  Crown,  it  should  not  now 
endeavour  to  rescind  that  bargain.  The 
amount  eranted  by  the  Crown  in  pensions 
on  the  Civil.List  waslimited  by  Mr.  Burke's 
Bill,  for  before  the  passing  of  that  Bill,  it 
was  unlimited.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  present  reign  75,000/.  were  voted  by 
Parliament  to  be  applied  by  his  Majesty  at 
his  discretion,  which  was  about  one-half 
the  total  amount  of  pensions  then  standing 
on  the  Civil  List.  "The  House  agreed  with 
him  in  opinion,  that  those  who  had  pensions 
granted  to  them  for  life  by  the  late  King 
should  not  be  deprived  of  them  at  his  de- 
mise, but  that  the  pensions  to  be  granted 
by  his  present  Majesty  should  not  exceed 
75,000/.  The  remainder  of  the  pensions 
granted  by  the  late  King  were,  therefore, 
tranjiferred  from  the  Civil  List  to  the  Con- 
solidated Fund,  and  as  they  fell  in,  the 
country  would  have  the  benefit,  for  no  new 
pensions  would  be  granted.  The  hon. 
member  for  Colchester  seemed  to  confound 
the  pensions  charged  on  the  Consolidated 
Fund  with  those  barged  on  the  Civil  List, 
but  the  House  would  see  that  there  was  a 
material  distinction.  Those  now  charged 
on  the  CiyU  List  were  paid  out  of  a  sum  of 
75,000/.  per  annum  voted  to  his  Majesty  at 
the  beginning  of  his  reign,  and  as  that 
bargain  was  for  the  whole  reign,  he  con. 
oeived  that  the  amount  could  not  properly 
be  either  increased  or  diminished.  Any 
savings  which  could  be  made  on  the  pensions 
chargeable  on  the  Consolidated  Fund  would 
be  a  real  saving  to  the  public,  and  these 
pensions  were,  therefore,  a  proper  subject 
of  inquiry ;  but  afber  the  House  had  made 
a  bargain  as  to  the  sum  to  be  charged  on 
the  Qvfl  List,  he  thought  it  ought  not  to 
call  for  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which 
that  sum  had  been  disposed  of.  The  hon. 
member  for  Colchester  stated,  that  they 
Slight  take  off  the  House  and  Window- 
taxes  by  the  savings  to  be  effected  by  re- 
ducing pensions,  which  the  hon.  Member 
estimated  at  8,000,000/.  or  9,000,000/. 
The  hon.  Member^s  estimate  of  the  amount 
of  pension^  oomprised  the  whole  half-pay 


lists  of  both  the  army  and  navy,  and  he 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  con- 
fessed he  did  not  understand  what  reduc 
tions  were  contemplated  by  the  hon.  Mem. 
her  in  those  lists.  For  his  part  he  admitted 
that  the  House  should  keep  a  strict  watch 
upon  the  pensions  granted  by  Government, 
if  any  were  granted,  but  the  sum  appropri- 
ated to  be  applied  by  the  Crown  in  pensions 
should  be  left  to  the  Crown  for  that  pur- 
pose. If  the  hon.  Member's  Motion  was 
confined  to  the  pensions  transferred  to  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  and  now  paid  out  of 
that  fund,  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex. 
chequer)  had  no  objection  to  it;  but  he 
could  not  consent  to  such  a  return  with 
respect  to  those  pensions  charged  on  the 
Civil  List. 

Mr.  Rolfinson  thought,  that  the  state, 
ment  just  made  by  the  noble  Lord  wotild 
not  be  considered  satisfactory  by  the  conn- 
try.  Though  the  House  had  agreed  to 
settle  the  Civil  List  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  reign,  it  was  with  the  clear 
understanding  that  the  |)ensions  granted 
during  the  last  reign  were  to  be  open  to  in. 
vestigation  and  inquiry.  He  entirely 
agreed  with  the  hon.  member  for  Colchester, 
that  many  of  those  persons  were  receiving 
the  public  money  who  had  rendered  no 
services  to  the  public. 

Mr.  OConneU  said,  there  were  some 
pensions  paid  to  persons  connected  with  the 
Press  in  Ireland — to  the  proprietor  of  a 
newspaper  called  the  Patriot,  for  instance, 
which  was  a  patriot  in  nothing  but  the 
name,  and  which  had  long  since  ceased  to 
be  published,  although  the  proprietor  con- 
tinued to  receive  his  pension.  If  the 
Motion  did  not  embrace  pensions  of  that 
description,  he  (Mr.  O'Connell)  should 
move  hereafter  for  a  specification  of  the 
pensions  still  continued  and  formerly 
charged  on  the  Irish  Civil  List. 

Mr.  Hume  was  afraid  there  was  some 
misunderstanding  on  this  subject.  There 
were  already  returns  before  the  Houmc 
showing  the  names  of  those  who  received 
pensions,  and  the  amount  received  by  each 
individual.  The  words  of  this  Motion 
which  were  most  material,  were  "  the 
public  grounds  or  other  consideration  as  far 
as  practicable/'  on  account  of  which  the 
pensions  had  been  granted. 

Lord  Althorp  had  no  objection  to  the 
return  "as  far  as  practicable,"  but  he 
could  not  promise  the  House  that  it  would 
produce  much  additional  information. 

Colonel  Evans  was  glad  to  hear,  that  the 
noUe  Lord  had  yield^  to  the  Motion^  as 
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Bome  doubt  had  been  thrown  out  as  to 
what  the  Motion  would  produce;  he 
begged  diitinctly  to  state  that>  in  ahy  case 
in  which  no  gioufid  could  be  stated  for  the 
grant  of  a  pension^  he  should  more  thai 
such  pension  be  no  longer  paid. 

Mr.  Harvey  observed,  in  reply,  that 
where  no  returns  could  be  made  to  that 
House,  no  further  pa3mients  should,  he 
thought,  be  made  out  of  the  public  purse. 
The  time  had  come  when  the  people  of 
this  country  would  not  pay,  nor  ought  to 
pay,  one  shilling  more  to  maintain  and 
pamper  the  luxurious  and  lascivious  aristo^ 
cracy  of  the  country.  There  were  people 
riding  in  their  carriages^— riding  over  people 
in  the  streets — upon  pensions  paid  by  the 
people,  for  which  no  public  services  were 
performed,  and  this  the  people  could  not, 
nor  ought  not,  to  endure  any  longer. 
With  a  view  to  meeting  the  noble  Lord's 
distinction  as  to  the  pensions  charged  on 
the  Civil  List,  as  distinguished  from  those 
charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund,  he 
would  alter  his  Motion  by  the  insertion  of 
the  words,  '^  heretofore  paid  out  of  the 
Civil  List,  and  now  paid  out  of  the  Civil 
List  and  Consolidated  Fund." 

Lord  AUkorp,  in  assenting  to  the  Motion 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Colchester,  as 
amended,  observed  there  were  a  great  many 
pensions  on  the  Civil  List  which  were 
granted  years  ago,  and  the  origin  of  which 
It  would  be  difficult,  not  to  say  impossible, 
now  to  trace. 

Lord  John  Russell  said,  that  his  noble 
friend,  in  granting  the  returns  moved  for 
by  the  hon.  member  for  Colchester,  did  not 
accede  to  the  arguments  or  assertions  which 
he  had  made  use  of,  all  of  which  he  was 
perfectly  ready,  at  any  future  suitable  op- 
portunity, to  meet  and  oppose. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

HousB  AND  Window  Taxb8.3  Sir 
Samuel  IVkalley  was  fflad  that  the 
Petitions  on  the  subject  of  the  House  and 
Window-taX|  had  been  presetited  from 
Bristol,  as  they  contained  a  satisfactory 
answer  to  the  assertion  that  the  cry  against 
the  Assessed-taxes  was  raised  only  in  the 
metropolis.  He  was  convinced  that  the 
desire  was  as  great  in  all  parts  of  the  ooun« 
try,  although  m  some  places  the  thinness  of 
the  population  rendered  it  a  work  of  time 
to  get  up  petitions.  He  regretted  that 
Ministere,  by  their  refusal  to  comfiJy  with 
the  prayers  of  the  people  on  this  point,  had 
render^  it  necessary  for  him  to  bring  for- 
ward this  Au1gect|  but  at  least  it  wduIq  now 


have  the  advantage  of  being  dIscUiseil  wilh-i* 
out  the  admixture  of  exttaneous  topics. 
He  was  ready  to  aeknowledge  his  general 
confidence  in  the  present  tervimts  of  tiie 
Crown,  he  would  assert,  that  he  had  tin 
wish  to  embarrass  them,  but  he  was  bound 
to  say,  that  in  theif  late  proceedings  legatd. 
ing  the  Malt.tax,  they  had  shown  an  un<» 
willingness  to  comply  With  the  wishes  of 
the  people,  or  to  apply  themselves  aerimialy 
to  the  diminution  of  the  public  burthens. 
The  question  on  the  former  occasion  was 
complicated  by  the  question,  whether  a 
Property-tax  should  or  should  not  be  im. 
posed.  He  was  himself  by  no  means  pre- 
pared for  a  Property*tBx,  much  less  did  he 
think  that  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
justified  the  imposition  of  an  Idoome-tax  j 
and  it  was  paitly  because  he  had  an  un. 
conquerable  dislike  to  an  Income-tax,  that 
he  originated  the  present  Motion.  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  trouble  the  House  at 
any  length,  nor  did  he  apprehend  that  the 
question  balled  for  much  discussion,  and  he 
was  convinced  that  the  tedious  debates  with 
which  the  House  was  sometimes  antioyed, 
materially  impeded  public  business.  He 
expressed  the  gratification  he  had  received 
on  the  former  occasion,  fhxn  the  deckretton 
of  the  noble  Lord,  that  the  principle  of 
taxation  ought  to  be,  that  men  should  pay 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  revenue 
they  required  to  be  protected  by  the  State. 
That  was  a  golden  legend,  which  he  should 
wish  to  see  engraven  on  the  lintels  of  the 
doors  of  that  House,  and  emblazoned  in 
striking  characten  above  the  Speaket*9 
Chair.  A  right  hon.  Bartmet  ^Bir  Robert 
Peel)  had  said  on  a  former  ni^t,  that  he 
supported  the  Assessed-taxes  because  they 
amounted  to  a  virtual  Property-tax.  Such 
was  the  very  reason  why  he  opposed  them  ; 
they  were  virtually  a  Piorerty-tax,  but  a 
Property  .tax  compelling  tne  poor  tocon^ 
tribute  more  towards  the  exigences  of  the 
State  than  the  rich.  The  House^tax  iti 
particular  was  a  graduated  PropertyJtax^ 
and  graduated  upon  an  inverse  scale,  and 
people  were  not  called  upon  to  pay  in  pro^ 
portion  to  the  degree  of  protection  they 
required.  A  man  with  an  inoome  6f  lOoL 
a^year,  who  occupied  a  house  of  ^M.  »*» 
year,  was  oUigcd  to  contribute  2/.  lOt.; 
while  a  man  of  S0,000/.  a-year,  renting  a 
house  of  500^.  scarcely  paid  a  quartet  per 
cent,  upon  hb  income.  It  might  be  aaid^ 
and  indeed  had  been  said,  that  the  man  ef 
50,000/.  a.year  paid  much  more  in  proporj. 
tion  in  indirect  taxea— -fbrfais  stables,  his 
plate^  and  ail  artidss  of  coosunptkni.  Thi^ 
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w«»  Ike  only  aisument  in  favour  of  the 
pnstoft  sy«ten^  exempting  tliat  ihe  tax  was 
more  cert^nly  and  more  readily  collected. 
TbU  latter  orgumeot,  howevinr^  wa«  be. 
oomiog  weaker  and  weaker  every  daj»  for 
there  waa  a  disposition  now  very  prevalent 
not  to  pay  these  taxes  at  all.     If  that  dis. 
position  arose  out  of  the  mere  spirit  of 
4efiaaee  to  the  Resolutions  of  that  House, 
he  sboiild  a^Ty  that  the  Houae  was  bound  to 
vindicate  the  authority  and  Majesty  of  the 
law,  but  if  it  were  the  mere  offspring  of  dis- 
tress^^if  it  arose  from  the  agony  of  aespair, 
oooasioned  by  the  disappointment  of  the 
hopes  which  the  noble  Lord  hud  once  held 
out  to  the  people  of  being  relieved  from 
these  taxes,  and  which  ban  induced  them 
for  amne  time  post  to  pay  these  taxes,  not 
out  of  the  ptofits  of  their  trade,  but  out  of 
the    doily    diminishing   amount  of  their 
copital^^if  such  were  the  case,  then  it  would 
be  the  ^unden  duty  of  the  House  to 
inquire  whether  the  feeling  of  the  people 
was  founded  on  justice,  or  rested  on  a  tern- 
poraiy  and  transient  deluuon*     If   upon 
such  inquiry  it  should  be  considered  tnat 
the  people  hod  no  right  to  complain,  then 
he  should  be  most  readv  to  support  Govern- 
ment in  vindicating  the  law;  but«  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  should  be  considered  that 
the  eomplatnts  of  the  people  were  well 
founded,  and  had  been  long  made,  then  he 
should  be  prepared  to  argue  that  the  House 
ought  not  to  risk  its  authority  in  maintain.. 
ing  iiyusiice,  but  should  endeavour  to  do 
justice  between  all  dosses  of  the  King's 
subjects,  and  should  not  be  deterred  from 
doing  it  by  the  ciy  that  it  was  yielding  to 
iotimidadon.     He  xeadilv  admitted,  that 
Adorn  Smith,  whose  autnority  he  deeply 
venecmted,  haid  himself  suggested  a  Houae- 
tox*    He  proposed  it  for  the  best  of  all 
reasons-— because  the  weight  of  it  fell  more 
heavily  oo  the  rich  than  on  the  poor ;  but 
he  deprecated  a  Window-tax»  because  it  fell 
mofe  heavily  on  the  pour  than  on  the  rich. 
A  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  other  side 
had,  on  a  former  occasion,  adverted  to  the 
oum  ohaxged  for  Knowle  Park,  and  the 
valuation  of  XOOL  o-year  put  upon  that 
inansion,    observing,    that  in   fixing    the 
amount  of  Assessed-taxes  payable  for  places 
of  that  description^  the  cost  of  building  the 
House  was  leas  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion   thou    the    sum   it    would    let   for. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  stated  to  the 
House,  that  the  collector  augmented  the 
charge  for  Knowle  Pork  from   100/.   to 
\25Ui    that    that   proceeding    had  been 
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hearing,  the  commissioners  decided  that  the 
owner  of  this  interesting  mansion  should 
not  pay  more  than  100/.  o-year.  He  (Sir 
Samuel  Whalley)  regretted  that,  when  that 
valuation  was  made,  he  had  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  bidding  for  Knowle  Park, 
for  he  should  very  gladly  become  its  tenant 
at  100/.  a-year,  though  it  was  alleged 
before  the  commissioners  that  it  would  not 
let  for  more,  because  of  the  great  expense 
of  keeping  it  in  repair.  He  would  ask,  did 
not  houses  in  towns  require  keeping  in 
repair  }  And  had  it  ever  happened  that  a 
house,  expensive  in  that  respect,  had  been 
ever  charged  less  than  a  neighbouring  dwell- 
ing which  required  no  repairs  ?  It  was  really 
too  much  to  talk  about  repairs  as  a  ground 
for  diminishing  the  amount  of  House.tax : 
it  would  be  vain  for  the  House  to  hide 
from  itself  the  truth,  that  there  never  did 
exist  a  tax  that  operated  more  unequally 
than  did  the  House  and  Window-tax.  No 
consideration  should  induce  him  to  swerve 
from  the  principle  and  the  position  that  he 
had  taken  up — ^namely,  that  there  could 
not  be  a  more  crying  injustice  than  that 
which  was  inflicted  bv  the  House  and 
Window-tax.  He  could  not  regret  that 
the  riffht  hon.  Secretary  opposite  had  suc^ 
ceeded  in  showing  that  the  operation  of 
that  tax  was  most  unequal,  and  that  the 
inequality  was  of  a  nature  which  could 
not  be  removed.  The  agricultural  interest 
appeared  to  thiols,  that  they  should  have 
the  greatest  reason  to  complain  if  the 
towns  were  relieved  from  the  pressure  of 
that  tax,  while  they,  the  agricultural 
interest,  were  suffering  under  the  pressure 
of  the  malt-tax.  Now,  that  was  a  most 
erroneous  mode  of  viewing  the  question. 
More  than  half  the  malt-tax  was  paid  by 
London  and  its  immediate  neighbourhood* 
The  great  mistake  was,  to  suppose  that  the 
malt-tax  affected  the  agricultural  intetest 
alone,  and  the  House  and  Window-tox 
affected  the  population  of  towns  alone^ 
Much  of  the  malt-tax  was  paid  by  the 
towns,  and  no  small  portion  of  the  House 
and  Window..tax  was  paid  by  the  rural 
population.  He  contended,  therefore,  that 
the  removal  of  the  malt-tax  would  benefit 
the  people  very  little ;  \Vhercas  the  repeal 
of  the  House  and  Window-tax  would 
afford  a  great  relief  to  all  classes.  He  felt 
convinced  that  the  repeal  of  the  malt-tax 
would  not  assist  the  landed  interest.  The 
maltster,  the  brewer,  the  retail  dealer^ 
might  reap  advantage  from  the  repeal,  but 
neither  the  landed  interest  or  the  consumer 
would  be  benefitted  by  such  an  olterottooi 
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It  was  very  difTercnt  with  respect  to  the 
House  and  Window- tax ;  a  repeal  of  that 
tax  would  extend  relief  to  all.  It  was  a 
mrtst  obnoxious  tax ;  and  the  proposition 
for  an  inquisitorial  inquiry  into  the  pro- 
perty of  every  man,  and  the  tenure  by 
which  he  held  it  (a  proposition  that  had 
been  recently  broached),  had  its  origin  in 
this  very  tax.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
look  to  the  invidious  situation  in  which 
this  impost  placed  the  people.  It  was  taxes 
such  as  that,  which  were  unequally  dis- 
tributed, that  fomented  and  kept  up  irrita- 
tion between  the  people  and  the  aristocracy 
of  the  country ;  and  there  was  nothing,  he 
was  sure,  that  would  so  soon  heal  those 
differences,  and  bring  back  the  people  to  a 
feeling  of  respect  and  veneration  for  the 
aristocracy,  as  the  repeal  of  such  odious 
burthens.  He  would  now  say  one  or  two 
words  on  the  relief  proposed  to  be  given  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchecjuer.  The 
noble  Lord  proposed  to  remit  half  the  duty 
on  Shop-whidows.  QLord  Althorj) :  Half 
the  House-duty  where  there  is  a  shop.] 
Well,  how  would  that  operate  generally  ? 
What  benefit  would  it  confer  on  the  |X)or 
lodging-house  keeper?  The  noble  Lord 
would  relieve  the  shopkeeper  of  one-half  of 
this  duty,  while  he  still  continued  to  exact 
it  from  his  poorer  neighbour.  He  would 
say  looking  to  the  borough  which  he  repre- 
sented, that  in  a  hundred  instances  out  of 
a  hundred  and  one  the  shopkeeper  was 
better  able  to  bear  the  tax  than  those  who  | 
were  living  by  letting  lodgings.  If  the  noble 
Lord  could  not  go  the  whole  way  with 
him,  why  could  he  not  at  least  take  off 
one-half  of  the  duty  on  houses  rated  under 
100/..^  That  would  afford  considerable 
relief.  But  he  could  assure  the  noble 
Lord  that  discontent  was  not  in  the  least 
degree  allayed  by  the  small  portion  of  relief 
which  Ministers  expressed  their  intention 
of  granting.  He  was  then  addressing  a 
British  senate,  and  he  would  say,  that  he 
was  not  demanding  relief  for  any  particular 
body,  but  that  he  was  calling  for  the 
redress  of  a  grievance  which  had  become 
too  heavy  longer  to  be  borne  by  the  coun- 
try. It  was  too  oppressive  to  be  endured ; 
and  he  implored  the  House  to  wipe  out  the 
foulest  blot  that  ever  disgraced  the  fiscal 
code  of  any  civilized  nation.  The  motion 
which  he  meant  to  propose  was,  *'  That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  thLs  House  that  all 
taxes  upon  houses  and  windows  shall  cease 
on  the  5th  of  October,  1833."  If  this 
Resolution  were  adopted,  the  Chancellor  of 
tbe  Exchequer,  would  still  have  one«balf 


of  the  financial  year  before  him,  during 
which  he  might  make  all  necessary  arrange 
ments ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Middlesex  would,  in  the  interim, 
impress  on  the  mind  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
necessity  of  adopting  a  system  of  the 
strictest  and  most  unsparing  economy. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  seconded  the  Mo- 
tion. He  believed  his  hon.  friend  would 
be  content  if  his  Motion  had  the  effect  of 
inducing  the  noble  Lord  to  agree  to  the 
resolution  passing,  only  postponing  the 
commencement  of  its  total  repeal  till  the 
5th  of  April,  1834,  instead  of  the  5ih 
of  October,  1853.  The  public  mind 
could  never  be  quieted,  whatever  the  noIHe 
Lord  and  his  colleagues  thought,  until 
the  people  were  relieved  from  those 
taxes,  and  he  must  agree  with  the  pablic 
opinion,thatnotaxeswere  ever  mcMre  unequal, 
more  unjust,  or  more  obnoxioos.  The  noble 
Lord  had  taken  off  taxes  to  whidi  the 
people  were  comparatively  indifferent,  whilst 
he  fixed  upon  them  taxes  which  were  un- 
popular, and  of  such  a  nature,  that  there 
never  could  be  satisfaction  or  quiet  In  the 
country  imtil  they  were  abofished.  He 
could  assure  the  House,  that  it  had  been 
his  lot  as  a  Magistrate  to  issue  500  sum. 
mouses  for  rates  upon  houses,  of  from  40L 
to  45/.  a-year ;  and  if  the  people  were  too 
distressed  to  pay  their  Poor-rates  he  need 
not  say,  that  they  were  unable  to  pay  their 
Asse^sed-taxes.  Surely  such  classes  uf 
persons  ought  to  be  relieved,  or  ought  at  least 
to  be  cheered  with  the  hopes  of  relief.  He 
had  that  day  seen  a  very  large  meeting  in 
the  Strand,  of  a  Society  caUed  the  Tem- 
perance Society,  and  this  reminded  him  to 
call  to  the  noble  Lord's  recollection,  that 
the  duties  upon  spirits  in  England  and 
Ireland  had  been  greatly  reduced,  and  if 
he  ivere  only  to  add  a  duty  of  2^-  per  gal* 
Ion  on  the  present  duty  he  would  receive 
the  support  of  the  Society  to  which  he 
alluded,  and  raise  for  the  revenue  an  addi- 
tional million,  without,  in  his  opinion,  run- 
ning any  risk  of  increasing  the  practice  of 
smuggling.  If  the  Window  and  House. 
taxes  were  to  be  continued  the  great  and 
affluent  ought  to  be  taxed  in  proportion  to 
the  poor. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice  widhed  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  what  the  exact 
proposition  then  before  them  was*  The 
hon.  Member  who  introdured  the  question 
had  statctl,  that  on  a  former  occasion,  when 
the  repeal  of  the  House  and  Window-tax 
was  brought  forward,  it  was  mixed  iip 
with  the  MaIt.t«Xj  and  with  a  proposed 
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Property-tax.  The  hon.  Member,  how- 
ever>  widied  not  so  to  treat  it^  but  to  intro- 
duce it  as  a  distinct  and  separate  proposition. 
What,  then>  did  that  proposiUoD,  so  dis- 
tinctively brought  forward,  amount  to? 
Why,  the  hon.  Member  called  on  them  to 
pledge  themselves  in  the  fullest  manner  to 
remove  taxes,  without  any  equivalent  beinff 
provided,  to  the  amount  of  2,500,000£ 
This  was  not  to  be  done  on  the  instant 
No,  in  the  hope  of  catching  a  few  more 
votes,  it  was  to  take  place  at  a  future,  but 
not  at  a  veiy  distant  day.  For  his  own 
part,  he  thought  it  would  be  the  best  and 
most  candid  way  to  call  for  the  absolute 
and  immediate  repeal  of  the  tax.  The  hon. 
mover  and  seconder  appeared  to  proceed  on 
A  prophetic  principle  with  respect  to  the 
finances  of  the  country.  The  former 
thought,  that  in  October  this  subtraction 
might  safely  be  made  from  the  taxes,  but 
the  latter,  not  so  sanguine,  was  of  opinion, 
that  it  would  be  as  well  to  wait  till  April. 
But  in  l^islating  ou  questions  of  this  kind 
he  put  little  faith  in  prophecies.  The  hon. 
Alderman  had  volunteered  to  do  the  duty 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
had  advised  that  an  additional  duty  Aould 
be  laid  on  spirits— a  measure  which,  he 
said,  would  be  greatly  applauded  by  the 
Tempennoe  Societies,  who,  be  it  observed, 
were  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  consump- 
tion of  spirits  at  all.  If  the  hon.  Alder. 
man  had  proposed  a  duty  on  water,  then 
he  could  have  understood  his  reference  to 
the  Temperance  Societies.  In  tlmt  case 
tiiere  would  have  been  nther  more  con- 
nexion between  cause  and  consequence. 
The  hon.  mover  seemed  to  have  tiucen  up 
this  question  as  if  it  were  Marylebone 
against  all  England.  Now,  he  would  say, 
on  the  part  of  many  individuals  who  did 
not  permanently  reside  here,  that,  by  their 
visito,  they  contributed  greatly  to  the  wealth 
and pnmertty  of  the  capital  Withrespect 
to  Marylebone  itself,  the  hon.  mover  must 
know,  that  it  was  immensely  benefited  by 
ihose  who,  though  their  fixed  residences 
were  in  the  country,  found  it  necessary,  in 
consequence  of  buaness,  to  lodge  therefor 
a  considevahle  portion  of  the  year.  It  was 
a  misapprehension,  therefore,  to  imagine 
that  England  generally  did  not  contribute 
to  that  part  or  the  Assessed-taxes  which 
was  collected  in  the  metropolis.  The  total 
number  of  houses  in  Great  Britain  was 
5K,846,179;  of  these,  only  450,(y07  were 
diarged  with  the  House-tax.  That  did  not 
move  the  House-tax  to  be  good,  but  the 
fiict  tif  only  one->p?entb  of  Uie  bouiei  in 


the  country  being  chargeable  with  it 
evinced  that  it  did  not  operate  with  peculiar 
severity  on  the  poorer  classes  who  occupied 
the  exempted  dwellings.  Then  the  rate 
of  duty  varied  from  1«.  6(L  to  2#.  Sd*^  and 
2#.  lOd.  in  the  pound,  according  to  the 
value  of  the  house.  What  could  be  fairer 
than  this  shifting  scale  of  assessment  ?  The 
number  of  houses  exempt  from  payment  of 
Window-tax,  was  2,468,708.  It  might  be 
quite  true,  that  those  on  whom  the  Rouse 
and  Window-taxes  fell  might  feel,  and  did 
feel,  a  severe  pressure ;  but  stiU  he  main- 
tained, that  it  was  a  pressure,  that  did  not 
fall  on  the  great  mass  of  the  community, 
but  on  those  classes,  who  were  well  able  to 
bear  it.  The  hon.  member  for  Marylebone 
preferred  a  fixed  ad  valorem  duty  to  the 
graduated  scale,  but  certainly  he  had  not 
juiown  that  his  plan  would  be  more  benefi- 
cial to  the  lower  classes  than  the  present 
plan,  by  which  they  were  altogether  ex- 
empted, to  which  he  was  about  to  apply 
his  statement.  With  respect  to  the  peti- 
tions which  had  been  presented  on  the 
subject  he  would  merely  say,  that  the  num- 
ber of  signatures  to  a  petition  was  not  a 
criterion  of  the  numbo:  of  persons  who 
were  affected  by  those  taxes ;  and  he  could 
name  a  town  which  had  sent  to  that  House 
a  petition  signed  by  2,000  persons,  although 
it  contained  only  200  houses  on  which  £e 
assessments  were  made.  He  would,  how. 
ever,  again  revert  to  the  prqxMition  before 
the  House,  which  was  the  repeal  of  taxes 
to  the  amount  of  2,500,000^  a-year.  He 
would  now  calculate  in  whose  pockets  this 
would  go  were  the  taxes  to  be  repealed. 
He  ho]^,  that  Gentlemen  would  not  be 
led  away  by  their  feelings,  but  that  they 
would  act  as  a  Jury  and  return  a  verdict 
on  their  oaths,  when  they  were  called  upon 
to  say,  whether  the  repeal  of  these  taxes 
would  or  would  not  be  a  relief  to  those 
classes  for  whom  their  sympathy  had  been 
excited.  He  would  for  instance  take  a 
case  within  his  own  knowledge.  He  knew 
the  case  of  a  house  which  was  to  be  let, 
and  the  taxes  on  which  amounted  to  50L 
a.year,  and  the  treaty  for  the  lease  was 
now  pending  between  the  landlord  and  the 
tenant.  Tne  conditions  were,  that  the 
tenant  was  to  pay  150/.  a-year  for  the  rent 
of  the  house ;  but  it  was  stipulated,  that  if 
the  House«tax  and  Window-taxes  were  to 
be  removed,  the  tenant  was  then  to  pay  to 
his  landlord  a  rent  of  200/.  a-year.  Thus, 
if  the  taxes  were  to  be  taken  off,  it  would  be 
only  adding  to  the  fortunes  of  the  Marouess 
of  Westminster,  of  the  Duke  of  Portumdj 
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or  of  die  late  member  for  Maryldmne  (Mr. 
PiortiMa),  oad  other  landlords,  but  it  would 
ttol  gi^  atij  vg^^  to  the  tenants,  except 
to  thoM  who  held  leaief.  It  would  be  a 
r^ef  lo  them  onl^  during  the  lease^  and  at 
the  eapiraiion  of  thetr  terms,  they  would 
have  to  {Mty  an  incrtase  c^  rent,  equivalent 
to  the  ffsduetion  of  the  taxes*  The  author- 
ity of  Adam  Smith  had  been  mnch  relied 
upon  ;  but  Adam  Smith  confirmed  his  views 
and  had  said,  that  the  Window  and  House* 
taxes  were  deducted  from  the  rent  of  the 
kndloid,  and  to  repeal  those  taxes  would 
only  be  to  put  ao  much  into  the  pockets  of 
the  landiordn,  without  any  b^iiefit  to  the 
tenant.  With  respect  to  the  alleged  ine- 
quality  of  these  taxes  upon  the  great  maa« 
sioas  of  the  country,  he  had  before  stated, 
and  he  still  entertained  the  same  opinion, 
that  houses  should  be  rated  according  to 
the  sum  they  would  let  ibr»  and  not  accord- 
ing to  the  sum  expended  on  their  construc- 
tism.  In  this  too  he  was  supported  by  the 
authority  of  Adam  Smith,  who  said, '  Houses 
'  inhabited  by  the  proprietor  ought  to  be 
'  rated  not  according  to  the  esqpense  which 
'  they  might  have  cost  in  building,  but 
'  aoeording  to  tlie  rent  which  an  equitable 
'  arbitration  might  judge  them  likely  to 
'  bring,  if  leased  to  a  tenant.  If  rated 
'  aoeording  to  the  escpense  which  they  might 
'  have  cost  in  building,  a  tax  of  3«.  or  4s» 
'  in  the  pound,  joined  with  other  taxes, 
'  would  rain  almost  all  the  rich  and  great 
'  families  of  this»  and  I  believe  of  every 
'  other  civilized  country.  Whoever  will 
'  eicanine  with  attention  the  different 
'  town  aiid  country  houses  of  some  of  the 
'  richest  a«d  greatest  families  in  this  ooun- 
'  trjr,  wUl  find,  that  at  the  rate  of  only  six 
*  or  seven  percent  upon  the  original  expense 
'  o£  building  their  houses,  their  rent  is  neaiiy 
'  equal  to  the  whole  nett  rent  of  their  estates. 
'  It  is  the  accumulated  expense  of  seve* 
'  ral  successive  generations,  laid  out  on  ob* 
'jects  of  great  beauty  and  magnificence, 
'  indeed ;  but  in  proportion  to  what  they 
'  cest>  of  very  small  exchangeable  value.' 
The  argument  then,  which  had  been  used 
about  the  inequality  of  rating  great  and 
small  houses  came  to  nothing.  Any  one 
who  had  heard  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Marylebone,  would  suf^pose 
that  the  measure  of  relief  which  was  pro- 
posed by  his  noble  friend  was  really  an 
insult  to  tliose  to  whom  it  was  ofibred.  It 
was  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  shopkeepers 
of  London.  Was  it  not  extraordinary,  if 
it  were  true,  that  these  persons  were  suff^- 
iag  under  the  deepest  distress^if  it  were 


true  that  the  whole  avioiint  of  tiie  lax 
pressed  upon  them  with  the  severity  whieb 
had  been  repreaented->-WBS  it  not  ektia- 
ordinary  that  a  remission  of  one  ludf  of 
the  tax  should  be  regarded  as  an  insult  ^ 
In  order  to  show  the  extent  to  which  relief 
would  be  afforded  by  his  noble  friend  a 
plan*  he  had  taken  several  series  of  fifty 
houses  in  various  streets  of  the  metropolis 
and  calculated  the  sums  whieh  they  now 
paid,  and  those  which  they  would  Ittve  to 
pay  after  die  proposed  remission^  In 
Union-street,  Borough,  he  found  that  fifty 
houses*  all  shops,  (but  in  other  cases  he  had 
placed  private  houses  and  shops  together^ 
taking  them  in  order  as  they  oeiNiifedi*) 
were  rated  to  the  House-duty  in  the  suna 
of  187/^  5a  9d.,  and  that  of  tUs  sum 
9SL  I4fs.  Id*  would  be  remitted.  In  Bond* 
street,  the  amount  paid  by  fifty  houses  ws« 
1»097/*  U.  4d.,  which  would  be  reduced  hj 
54SL  lOff.  8J.  In  OxfofdHBtreet,  fifty 
houses  now  paid,  475/.  8f.  10c/,,  the  amount 
of  reli^  wouM  be  ^37L  14i».  $d.  In 
Piccadilly,  fifty  houees,  of  which  onljr 
thirty-three  were  shops,  paid  594/.  lOii  4flL 
of  which  219/.  Would  be  remitted.  In  the 
Strand  the  same  number  of  houses  paid 
792/.  I2s,  6(/.,  which  would  be  reduced  hiy 
396L  6s,  3d.  Taking  a  different  and  more 
obscure  part  of  Uie  town>  he  found  m 
Bermondbey^treet  fifty  houses  which  at 
present  paid  I62L  is.  lOd. ;  and  would  be 
relieved  to  the  extent  of  Sli.  To  aay  that 
such  remissions  as  these  were  not  a  booa 
to  the  trading  and  industrious  «lasBBB»  was 
not  dealing  justly  by  the  Government 
which  had  adopted  them.  However,  let 
the  people  only  be  put  ia  posaessioa  of  the 
facts,  and  he  was  not  afraid  of  the  result* 
There  might  be  many  hoa.  Gentlemen  who 
differed  with  him  and  the  rest  of  the  Go* 
vemment ;  there  might  be  many  who  would 
argue  that  the  Ministers  did  not  ga&r 
enough  but  it  was  hard  that  what  had  been 
proposed  should  not  be  received  as  a  boon, 
and  that  the  Government  should  be  stigma- 
tised as  being  indifi&rent  to  the  greist  interu 
ests  of  the  country*  He  adKnowkdgod  the 
right  of  the  people  to  demand  a  leduotioiiii 
of  burthens  whioi  might  press  upon  then  ; 
but  let  them  hear  the  truth  of  the  Q^se^ 
and  he  was  not  afraid  at  any  time  of  the 
result.  The  principle  upon  which  hi» 
Majesty's  Government  proceeded  was  that 
of  drawing  a  broad  line  between  the  iadua* 
trious  daises  (peculiarly  ao  called)  and  the 
more  wealthy,  and  to  regulate  the  burthen, 
of  the  taxes  accordingly*  The  relief  tUat- 
oouU  be  given  had  been  (iveii  te  the  fndua« 
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Iffotts  cbMet^  fttid  in  the  choice  of  thut 

t^Uef  he  WAS  ooaftdent  the  Oovemment 

would  hefukfter  h^  tewtttded  by  At  ap- 

pTOTal  of  that  dees  of  penone.    The  plan 

of  rdief  did  not  slop  here,  it  had  heen  ex- 

tended  to  the  manuCacturing  interests,  hy 

doing  away  with  the  taxes  on  clerks,  book- 

keemrs^  and  various  other  persons  in  their 

emmojr.    The  repeal  of  these  tates  was  in 

nnuon  wtlJi  the  principle  which  the  Go* 

vemment  had  laid  down  of  giving  relief  to 

the  industrions  classes;  and  to  afford  that 

t«lief  on  that  hranch  of  the  Assessed-taxes 

which    was   the  most  objeetionable  and 

whteh  led  to  the  numerous  eomplaints  of 

suithergesk    Having  a  limited  sum  at  his 

disposal  out  of  whScih  to  grant  relief,  the 

Chancellor  of  l^e  Exchequer  had  decided 

upon  relieirihg  the  trading  and  industrious 

classes,  and  no  doubt  when  the  merits  of 

the  tutt  were  ftiUy  understood,  Minbters 

would  be  rewarded  by  th^  confidence  and 

approval.    He  held  in  his  hand  die  asseasi. 

ment  of  the  parish  of  St.  James's  in  it  8,621 

houses  were  rated  as  inhabited  houses,  and 

of  that  number  2,188  would  ^t  relief. 

Whidi  houses  would  not  get  rehef  ^    llie 

great  houses  of  the  nol&tf  and  gentry 

in    St.   JamesVsquare,    Arlington-street, 

Fiecadiny,  SaTille*roW,  dee.     Meanwhile 

the  houses  of  tradesmen  would  be  relieved. 

It  had  been  said,  that  relief  would  not  be 

affiitded  to  the  102.  householders.    The 

number  of  houses  rated  at  from  10^,  to  fOi, 

wsa  ft\6,000,  Just  half  the  whole  number 

of  rated  houses  in  the  kingdom ;  78,000 

houses  were  rated  at  from  10^  lo  121.,  and 

it  WW  proposed  that  the  assessment  upon 

these  should  be  reduced  from  l#.  6d.  in  the 

I/,  to  isi,  thus  making  a  remission  of  one- 

tkird  the  sum  now  paid.    With  respect  to 

houses  rated  at  from  10^  to  20^  generally, 

the  duty  was  to  be  gmduated  by  a  scale 

beginning  at  1«.,  and  ending  with  2#.  8tf., 

so  that  relief  witald  be  affiirded  to  215,000 

houses  (whether  diops  or  not)  out  of  the 

entire  number  of  480,000  subject  to  assess- 

ment.    From  this  statement  it  appem«d 

diat  Mihisters  had  selected  as  objects  of 

rdief  the  trading  classes  who  had  shops, 

and  the  neM  lowest  dass,  redding  in  small 

booses,  leavfaig  the  higher  dass  of  houies 

fllttitethfir  untouched.  This  dngle  ftiet  was 

the  best  pledge  of  the  dispodtion  entertuned 

by  Oovemtnent  to  rdieve  the  people  to  the 

o'tttost  extent  of  their  power.    But  some 

hon.  Gentlemen  talked  Ughtly  of  the  extent 

of  this  roiief,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman 

hfaMelf  had  done  so.    The  faet  was^  that 

m  long  ii  i  isft  etistedi  it  was  hnidly  eonu 


pfadned  of,  numerous  demands  weie  made 
for  its  repeal,  and  when  it  was  repealed 
then  those  who  had  reedved  relief,  tuhwd 
round  and  said, "  Ah!  that  tax  WM  of  nd  im- 
portance, you  should  have  taken  of  irmie 
other.'*    His  Majesty's  Government  had 
not  been  ruh  down  and  crushed  by  the 
mighty  ear  of  Juggernaut  j    that    would 
have  been  too  magnificent  a  mnrtyrlom  i 
but    they  had  been  tun  over  by  taxed 
carts.    They  had  been  called  upon  londiy 
to  reduce  the  duty  on  carts,  and  when  they 
had  yielded  to  the  strong  rept^sentations 
which  had  been  made  to  them-^when  they 
had  first  reduced  the  duty  and  then  pro- 
posed to  repeal  it,  they  vrete  called  hi  de. 
ridon  the  '<  taxed-*caft  Ministry.''     Had 
they  not  alao  in  consequence  of  numerons 
oompldnts  reduced  thehalf  of  the  duty  on 
soap  ?  Now  this  reduction  had  been  met  by 
ridicule,  and  it  had  been  observed,  that  the 
efibct  would  only  be  to  dbw  peo{de  to  half 
wash  themselves.   Now  he  must  say  it  was 
not  Just  to  obtaiti  what  vou  could  tme 
day  and  treat  the  gift  lightly  the  next. 
But  he  asked  how  eould  the  engagements 
of  the    country    be   punctually   met,  if 
2.500,000/.  of  her  resouroes  Were  to  be  at 
once  taken  from  her,  without  even  a  substi« 
tute  being  named  by  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  brought  forward  the  tesdudon 
which  was  before  the  House  f    In  all  re- 
misdons  of  taxation    certain    boundaries 
existed  which    could   not   be  passed— ^he 
meant  the  boundaries  presented   by  the 
necesdty  of  maintaining  the  good  fiuth  and 
credit  of  the  country  and   our  taatitmal 
establishments.    The  reped  of  2,500,0001. 
of  taxes  was  irrecondleable  with  a  proper 
attention  to  thoM  objects.    He  had  before 
him  a  paper  which  hsd  been  industtioody 
drculated,  and  was  probably  intended  to 
form  a  sort  of  text-book  or  manual  to  con- 
firm MembersT  votes  on  this  subjet*t»    The 
document  was  evidendy  the  producdon  of 
a  metropditan  reformer,  who  took  a  one* 
nded  view  of  the  question,  and  declared 
that  as  die  Land-tax  had  been  partly  te^ 
deemed,    it    would    be    inoonvenient    te 
meddle  with  it,  and  therefore  it  had  better 
be  allowed  to  continue.     He  proposed  le 
reped  not  only  tlie  House  and  Window 
duties,  but  the  whole  of  die  establishment 
taxes  of  England,  induding  the  dudes  on 
carriages,  horses,  &c.    Having  got  rid  of 
taxation  to  the  amount    of  5,100,000i(., 
minus  the  Land^ax,  the  prcjeelor  reeom« 
mended  the  Government  to  take  a  vote  of 
credit  in  the  House^  in  oider  to  make  good 
the  fBgagements  ef  tlie   eonnttjr.    Hi 
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would  repeal  the  pennaneiit  taxes^  on  wbich 
our  credit  €X)uld  alone  rest  in  security,  and 
supply  the  deiidency  by  a  vote  of  credit. 
It  was  unnecessary  to  spend  time  in  replying 
to  and  explaining  the  absurdity  of  propo- 
sitions  such  as  this.  He  had  meiely 
alluded  to  the  subject  with  a  view  to 
caution  hon.  Members  from  receiving  the 
paper  as  the  result  of  absolute  wisdom.  In 
conclusion,  he  declared  that  the  concessions 
made  by  Ministers  were  large  and  liberal, 
and  ought  to  be  so  esteemed  by  the  country. 
Those  were  not  true  friends  of  their  country 
who  depreciated  or  denied  the  relief  a£R>rd- 
ed,  and  who  told ,  the  people  that  the 
House  of  Commons  did  not  represent  their 
interests  truly,  and  that  such  being  the 
case,  they  had  no  cause  to  repose  hope  or 
confidence  in  the  Parliament  or  the  Go- 
yemment.  He  thought  all  impartial  per- 
sons must  admit  that,  lookine  to  what  had 
been  already  done,  the  people  had  every 
reasonable  ground  for  hope  and  confidence; 
and  further,  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
being  limited  in  the  amount  of  relief  that 
could  be  afforded,  had  made  a  most  judici- 
ous selection  of  the  taxation  to  be  remitted* 

Colonel  Evans  said,  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, the  member  for  Cambridge,  had 
alluded*  in  the  course  of  his  argument,  to 
the  condition  of  the  parish  of  St  James, 
Westminster,  and  by  doing  so  had  chosen 
the  parish  which  of  all  others  was  most 
favourable  to  his  argument.  He  (Colonel 
Evans)  begged  to  call  the  attention  oi  the 
House  and  of  the  Government  to  the  parish 
of  St  John.  With  respect  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  if  these 
taxes  were  repealed,  the  landlord  would 
alone  benefit  by  the  increase  of  his  rent, 
he  would,  however,  first  observe,  that  even 
if  any  instance  of  the  kind  should  occur,  it 
would  not  justify  the  House  in  legislating 
upon  such  grounds;  but  with  respect  to 
the  parishes  in  question,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  said,  that  there  was  no  distress. 

Mr.  Spring  Bice  had  never  denied  the 
existence  of  distress;  but  that  if  it  existed, 
it  was  inoonsistent  to  say,  that  any  relief 
given  to  die  diopkeepers  was  not  a  relief  to 
the  distress. 

Ccdonel  Evans  did  not  mean  to  say,  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  denied  the  exist- 
ence of  distress,  but  that  he  had  stated  that 
distress  not  to  be  great.  Now,  he  (Colonel 
Evans)  believed  tibat  distress  prevailed  to  a 
serious  extent,  and,  indeed,  more  than  was 
assumed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  He  had 
been  informed  upon  very  good  authority, 
that  within  the  last  two  months  no  leis 


than  sixteen  shops  in  Leicester^square  and 
Cranbome-alley,  held  under  the  Marquess 
of  Salisbury,  had  been  thrown  up,  and  the 
tenants  had  gone  away  in  a  state  of  bank. 
ruptcy.  It  could  not  be  denied,  that  the 
situation  to  which  he  had  alluded  was  a 
favourable  one  for  business,  yet  such  were 
the  results  of  the  distress  now  prevailing. 
That  distress  had,  he  believed  (and  he 
spoke  upon  authority),  been  during  the  last 
seven  years  progressive  in  the  metropolis. 
He  held  in  his  hand  a  document  containing 
information  worthy  of  consideration.  From 
that  it  appeared  that  an  extensive  hard- 
ware-shop in  the  Strand,  which  had  been 
established  upwards  of  fifty  years,  had  in 
former  years  been  in  the  weekly  receipt  of 
30/.,  40/.,  and  .50/.,  and  the  receipts  of  that 
same  shop  had  been,  during  the  last  dght 
months,  4/.  2#.,  2L  iSs.y  SL  10«.,  5L  11^., 
2l  lis.,  1/.  18^.,  9.L  9«.,  and  2/.  11^.  per 
week.  These  were  facts  which  were  cap-' 
able  of  proof,  and  could  be  established. 
It  had  sdready  been  communicated  to  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, that  one  half  of  the  inhabitants  of 
R^nt^treet  were  in  a  state  of  insolvency, 
and  he  (Colonel  Evans)  could  add,  that  one 
half  of  the  tradesmen  of  the  Strand  were 
in  the  same  condition.  Almost  all  the 
houses  in  those  streets  were  let  to  lodgers, 
with  the  exception  of  the  shop  and  one  or 
two  rooms,  and  the  shop-keepers  let  them 
from  absolute  necessity^  The  hon.  mem. 
her  for  Cambridge  had  also  dwelt  upon  the 
omission,  on  the  part  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Marylebone,  in  not  suggesting  a  supply 
for  the  deficiency  that  must  arise  from  the 
repeal  of  these  taxes,  which  now  produced 
to  the  revenue  2,500,000/.  But  it  should 
be  considered,  that  the  reduction  of  these 
taxes  would  increase  the  consumption  of 
excisable  commodities,  and  that  increase  to 
the  revenue,  together  with  the  reduction  of 
the  expenses  of  levying  these  imposts,  would 
amount,  according  to  his  calculations,  to 
about  500,000/.  The  noble  Lord,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  calcuw 
lated  upon  a  simUar  surplus  on  the  next 
year's  revenue,  which  raised  the  amount 
to  meet  the  deficiency  to  1,000,000/.  Again^ 
the  present  force,  taking  into  consideration 
the  military  and  police,  was  now  much 
larger  than  it  had  been  during  the  Ad^ 
ministration  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
( indeed  to  the  extent  of  upwards  of  10,000 
mcn^,  and  by  a  reduction  of  that  force^ 
another  half  million  might  be  saved  to  the 
country.    Similar  savings  might  be  made 

ia  the  excreooenoe^  as  he  woiddcall  tfaemt 
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of  the  military  department, -in  the  colonies, 
and  in  that  branch  which  had  been  brought 
before  the  House  by  the  hon.  member  for 
Colchester  that  evening, — namely,  in  sine- 
cures and  pensions ;  so  that  he  saw  no  difli. 
culty  in  meeting  the  deficiency  to  arise  from 
the  repeal  of  these  taxes.  These  facts  were 
already  before  the  noble  Lord,  the  Chan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  he  was  there, 
foresurprisedand  astonished  that  the  gorgon 
of  naticnial  faith  being  invaded  should  have 
been  produced  on  the  present  occasion.  He 
must  beg  to  deny  the  existence,  as  had  been 
suggested,  of  a  want  of  respect  in  the 
House  to  the  rights  of  property ;  and  for 
himself  he  would  say,  that  if  he  thought 
any  infringement  of  those  rights  were  de- 
signed on  this  occasion,  he  would  not  give 
his  support  to  the  Motion  before  the  House. 
He,  at  the  same  time,  thought,  that  if  any 
danger  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
country  now  existed,  it  was  to  be  attribut- 
ed to  these  and  other  taxes,  and  the  tardi- 
ness of  the  Government  in  reducing  the 
expenditure  of  the  country.  The  House 
had  almost  refused  to  listen  the  other  even- 
ing to  the  important  debate  upon  the  Corn- 
laws,  and  ^ey  rejected  a  Motion  to  amend 
those  laws  by  a  large  Majority.  He, 
therefore,  had  no  hope  in  the  House  of 
Commons  or  in  the  Ministers,  for  though 
many  Members  of  the  present  Government 
had  formerly  been  favourable  to  a  reduction 
of  taxation,  yet  he  (Colonel  Evans)  did 
not  expect  to  see  any  material  reduction  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  country  unless  some 
commotion,  which  God  avert,  should  press 
upon  the  Ministers  the  necessity  of  com- 
plying with  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the 
people.  He  supported  the  Motion  with 
the  most  perfect  sincerity. 

The  AUornof  General  said,  that  it  was 
with  the  deepest  reluctance,  that  he,  con- 
sidering the  time  at  which  the  proposition 
had  been  brought  forward  by  his  hon.  col- 
league, felt  bound  to  oppose  it.  That  pro- 
position was  neither  more  nor  less  than  that 
the  House  should  say,  that  from  the  5th  of 
October  next  the  House  and  Window  tax 
should  cease.  For  this  great  reduction  of 
the  revenue-^  amounting  to  no  less  than 
2,500,000/.,  no  substitute  had  been  pro. 
posed.  This  impost  oould  not  be  given  up 
without  a  substitute;  and  if  that  substi- 
tute was  to  be  a  Property  and  Income  tax, 
in  his  judgment  an  injury  would  be  in- 
flicted upon  a  large  portion  of  the  com* 
munity,  and  a  mudi  greater  evil  would  be 
generally  effected.  It  was  under  these  cir«* 
cumstanees,  that  with  the  deepest  regret^ 


he  felt  bound  to  <»ppose  this  Motion.  He, 
however,  was  not  ignorant  of  what  passed 
within  the  limits  of  theboroo^  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent,  and,  siKh  were  his 
feelings,  that  if  it  were  possible  to  do  away 
with  diese  taxes  consistently  with  the  ezi* 
gences  of  the  State,  no  effi>rt  should  be 
wanting  on  his  part  to  attain  that  object. 
The  borough  of  Marylebone  was  deeply 
affected  by  this  impost ;  for,  indeed,  there 
were  not  above  200  houses  that  were  of  a 
less  annual  value  than  from  \0L  to  1%L  ; 
and,  therefore,  if  ever  the  time  should 
come  when  the  revenue  of  the  country 
could  afford  it,  these  taxes  should,  finr  the 
sake  of  justice  and  humanity,  be  taken  off 
The  reduction  would  be  wdl  worth  any 
sacrifice  that  the  Government  could  make, 
but  the  present  was  not  the  period. 

Mr.  BrothertoH  thought  Ministers  might 
be  enabled  to  repeal  these  taxes,  and  tb«t, 
too,  upon  a  just  principle.  He  would 
endeavour  shortly  to  state  in  what  way. 
From  the  year  1796  up  to  1815,  lihis 
country  borrowed  582,000,000/L  During 
the  whole  of  this  time  the  price  of  the 
funds  averaged  602.  In  reality,  therefore, 
the  sum  borrowed  was  only  355,000,000(f. ; 
and  for  this  they  were  pajring  5L  per  cent 
interest  up  to  the  present  time.  The  country 
was  now  becoming  more  pro^rous,  and 
one  would  think  that  they  ought  to  be 
beginning  to  reduce  their  debt.  In  con. 
sequence  of  the  rise  in  the  funds,  the 
country  had  to  pay  100,000,000/.  more 
than  it  borrowed,  and  would  ultimately 
have  to  pay  27O,00O,00OiL  more.  This 
was  not  the  way  in  which  the  affiiirs 
of  private  individuals  were  managed.  For 
example,  if  money  was  borrowed  to  make  a 
road  or  a  canal,  accordingly  as  the  pn^erty 
rose  in  value,  and  the  parties  concerned 
became  enabled  to  pay  off  their  debts,  they 
snid  to  the  creditor :  ''  We  are  able  to  pay 
you  now,  you  must  accept  payment  of 
your  capital,  or  reduce  the  interest."  His 
principle  was,  that  when  the  funds  readied 
a  certain  price,  the  premium  arising  shmild 
go  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  It  might 
be  said,  that  the  debt  thus  contracted  was 
never  intended  to  be  paid  off.  He  could 
not  admit  the  force  of  this  observation 
as  suffiderit  to  overthrow  the  great  daima 
of  the  public.  The  fairest  way  would 
be  to  regulate  the  interest  to  be  paid 
for  ,the  public  debt  by  the  price  of  com. 
This  would  be  only  carr3ring  a  step  further 
the  principle  upon  which  it  was  proposed  to 
deal  wiUi  Church  property,  and  he  saw  no 
reason  why  it  would  not  be  as  just  in 
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one  caM  aa  in  another.  The  ooontry 
might  thus  be  relieved  to  a  very  oonader. 
abk  extenti  aud  no  injuitioe  would  be 
done  to  the  public  creditor.  Every  man 
was  bound  to.  pay  20^.  in  the  pound,  biit  he 
ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  40^ .« 
when  he  borrowed  only  SOx.  The  principle 
was  perfectly  equitable  and  simple. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Spankie  felt  it  his  duty  to 
oppose  the  Motion.  If  the  Motion  had 
been  to  take  the  subject  of  the  Assessed 
taxes  into  consideration,  he  would  have 
supported  it;  but,  at  present,  and  till 
some  substitute  were  found  for  the  taxes  to 
be  repealed,  the  Motion  involved,  in  fact, 
a  breach  of  fhilh  with  the  national  creditor. 
He  agreed,  however,  with  the  right  hon. 
memSetfw  Cambridge^  that  the  House^tax 
was  a  tax  on  property  or  rent;  but,  he 
believed^  as  it  was  immediately  paid  by  the 
tenant,  that  it  was  felt  by  him  as  a  great 
burthen,  in  a  season  of  distress,  and  was 
ooosequently  most  unpopular.  He  should 
be  happy  when  the  time  arrived  that  both 
tlie  taxes  on  bouses  and  windows  could  be 
dimensed  with. 

Sir  WWiam  IngUhy  expnnsed  his  surprise 
that  any  of  Ae  metropolitan  Members 
should  oppose  such  a  proposition  as  this, 
which  he^  a  representative  of  the  rural 
districts,  was  prepared  strenuously  to  sup- 
port, thoueh  he  had  himself  been  treated 
very  scurvily  by  some  hon.  Members  the 
other  night  on  this  great  question.  And 
here  he  oould  not  but  deeply  regret  the 
manner  in  which  the  two  great  interests 
of  the  country  had  been  arrayed  in  a 
compelled  opposition  to  each  other,  though 
tliey  could  imly  guin  strength  by  being 
united.  In  fact,  the  Ministers  seemed  to 
have  resorted  to  every  method  in  order 
to  suppress  the  attempts  of  the  people  by 
their  Representatives  for  relief  from  their 
overwhelming  taxation.  However,  the 
noble  Lord  might  rely  upon  it  that  he  had 
not  done  with  him  yet  i  for  he  intended  to 
brii^  the  malt  question  again  before  the 
House  whenever  the  House  went  again 
into  a  Committee  of  Supply.  He  considered 
that  the  people  must  be  relieved  of  their 
burthens  in  every  point.  He  was  very 
siure  that  there  was  a  HufBciencv  of  means 
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in  the  country  to  enable  Ministers  to  effect 
xhe  relief;  but  if  there  should  turn  out  to 
be  no  other  effective  substitute,  he  would 
My,  let  there  be  a  Property  .tax.  He  would 
allow  that  this  was  an  inquisitorial  tax, 
a  very  unpleasant  tax ;  but  rather  than  not 
have  the  Assessed-taxes  done  away  with, 
he  would  be  one  of  the  first  to  support 


a  Property-tax.  The  neaauie  he  had 
brought  forward  the  other  ni(^t  oof^t  to 
have  been  carried  into  eflect,  having  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  House.  At.  to 
the  proposition  of  the  noble  Lord  about  its 
having  been  carried  by  ^'suipriae, "  thia 
was  a  mere  farce.  In  point  of  faet,  there 
had  been  no  such  thing  as  '^surprise"  in 
the  case.  He  denied  that  he  had  "  spoken 
up, "  as  had  been  alleged,  ibr  the  kndhuds. 
He  had  ''  spoken  up"  for  the  farmers*  the 
labourers,  and  the  agricultural  interest  at 
large. 

Mr.  Bodfuck  denied  that  this  was  a  mere 
local  question;  it  was  a  question  intimately 
interesting  the  whole  population.  As  to 
the  noUe  Lord's  proposition  [CMU  of 
"QueHum"  and  Disturbance]* 

Mr.  Hume  rose  to  order.  If  the  House 
were  not  willing  to  heiur  hon.  Members,  it 
was  quite  dear*  that  the  question  would 
never  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  cooclBsion. 

Mr.  Roebuck  repeated,  that  the  noble 
Lord's  plan  for  the  reduction  of  taxation 
was  a  mere  farce.  If  it  benefited  anybody^ 
it  would  only  be  one  nartaoular  and  United 
class,  the  monopolist  landhoidcffs  of  Cheap- 
side  or  Bond^reet;  while  the  shajdEeepert 
at  large  of  the  metropolisi  of  Bath,  and  the 
other  great  towns^  would  be  burthened 
as  mucn  as  ever ;  and  the  tax  would  fall 
wholly  on  the  tenants.  He  objeeted  to 
those  taxes,  not  because  they  were  direct 
taxes,  but  because  they  were  unequal  in 
their  operation.  A  great  demur  haA  been 
made  to  the  mention  of  a  graduated  tsoc 
upon  property ;  but  was  it  forflotten  that 
the  House.iluty  was  a  tax  of  this  desoriptioii, 
only  graduated  the  wrong  way  ? 

Mr.  Tooke  said,  that  unless  they  resorted 
to  a  Property-tax,  they  would  never  keep 
faith  with  the  public  creditor,  or  satisfy 
the  expectations  of  the  people*  who,  indeed, 
would  no  looser,  because  they  could  no 
longer,  bear  &eir  burthens.  The  united 
feeling  of  the  whole  country  was  againat 
these  taxes.  He  was  sorry  to  troubk  the 
House,  but  thought  it  necessary,  in  order 
to  inform  them  that  the  opinions  of  the 
learned  Sergeant  (Spankie)  were  by  no 
means  those  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  ^ar  J  would  oppose  the  Resdutionj 
not  because  he  was  hostile  to  retrenchment 
not  because  he  was  insensible  to  the  wants 
and  wishes  of  the  people,  but  because  he 
did  not  think  the  taxes  in  question  the 
most  proper  which  could  be  selected  for 
abolition.  As  an  honest  man  and  a  Mem-* 
her  of  Parliament,  determined  to  do  his 
duty  to  his  country,  he  could  not  eoneeive 
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liofr  the  defiden^  wUch  would  be  ooca- 
•ioned  to  the  Exchequer  by  ao  Bweepiug  a 
reductton  eould  be  compenaated  for  in  the 
present  state  of  the  country.  He  did  not 
conceive  this  compensation  possible^  even  if 
the  economical  counsels  of  tne  hon.  member 
for  Middlesex  were  acted  on  with  the  most 
determined  perseverance.  The  only  safe 
and  efficacious  plan  for  the  relief  of  the 
country^  he  believed^  would  be  found  in  a 
patriodc  revision  of  the  whole  system  of 
taxation.  He  doubted  whether  the  Assessed- 
taxes  bore  with  severity  on  the  industry  of 
the  country^  and  he  nrmly  believed  their 
amount  would  be  added  by  the  landlords 
to  the  rent  of  the  houses  the  moment 
Parliament  decided  for  the  abolition  of 
those  taxes.  In  furtherance  of  the  opinion 
he  had  expressed«  he  should  be  ready  to 
support  a  proposition  for  a  special  inquiry 
respecting  a  geneial  revision  of  the  taxation 
of  the  country/  as  the  only  means  of  in- 
suring practical  relief. 

Mr.  Htitne  was  sorry  and  surprised  to 
hear,  that  the  learned  Seijeant  (Spankie) 
would  vote  in  favour  of  these  taxes,  for  he 
had  oonndered  that  hon.  a^  learned  Mem- 
ber's speeeh  as  conclusive  against  them. 
The  hon.  Member  then  proceeded  to 
complain  of  the  manner  in  which  Ministers 
had  nersisted  from  the  first  in  insulting  the 
people  on  this  point-*first  doling  out  this 
contemptible  item  and  then  &at ;  yet 
persisted  in  keeping  up  a  great  part  of  it, 
with  all  its  expensive  machinery,  thoush 
the  distress  of  the  people  was  undeniable. 
The  expense  of  ooUection  was  enormous, 
and  no  idoonsiderable  portion  of  these 
expenses  was  given  to  spies,  who  assisted 
in  the  surcharging  work.  Almost  the  whde 
of  these  expenses  might  be  done  away  with ; 
and,  indted,  he  would  say,  that  the  taxes, 
reduced  to  a  proper  standard,  might  be  all 
collected  for  39,000/.,  and  that  this  reform* 
arion  would  ultimat«?ly  produce  the  highest 
satisfaction  to  all  parties.  According  to 
the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
the  whole  iifnount  of  relief  would  only  be 
1,100,000/,;  and  was  it  to  be  supposed 
that  such  a  sum  oould  not  he  easily  made 
up  by  reductions  ?  Mr.  Hume,  in  order  to 
show  that  the  sum  to  be  obtained  by  re- 
ductions, according  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  was  only  I,lOO^OOO/.«  gave 
the  following  particulars :-» 

Tlie  Amount  of  duty  an  Windows  and 

InbHhitf d  Hotnen,  abciut  Jf9,500,000 

DHuetipii  proposM  in  tlie  Budget  100,000 

9,400,000 


SorplosbalaiMe  fa  Ilia  Trsasary 


noMo 


I-caviDg  -  -  .  •  1,900,000 

Fron:  wbfeb  deduct  the  araonnt  wblcb 
it  is  proposed  to  give  to  915,000 
bouses,  from  lOi.  to  90/.  rent,  if  the 
six  examples  of  oae-b«lf  of  tlie  rates 
is  to  be  talcen        ...     600,000 

Leaving  tbe  sum         ...  1,300^000 
If  tbe  amount  of  tlie  ebar|«s  of  oollae- 
tion  of  tbe  ofBce  of  taxes  of  tbe  wbole 
of  ibe  9,ii()0,000/.  was  taken  off  200,000 

Leaving  to  be  provided  for  by  reduc- 
tion ^1,100,000 

He  would  undertake  to  ny,  that  a 
diligent  revision  of  the  penaiooa  would 
enable  the  noble  Lord  to  xeduce  thsm  ten 
per  cent.  The  noble  Lord  aoighl  easily 
economiae  1,000,000^  The  question, 
therefore,  was,should  the  country  be  rcUeved 
or  not  from  taxation  f  If  the  House  did 
not  insist  on  relief,  Mia  liters  would  not 

Sive  it.  Let  tbe  House  be  firmf  and  i«u 
uctiona  of  expenditure,  he  waa  suie,  moat 
be  made;  at  least,  if  he  ware  in  the  noUe 
Lord's  place  he  could  effect  su A  ledualj^na 
as  would  make  up  the  dafioiencgr  oauMd  by 
.reducing  this  tax.  He  waa  for  no  hreaok 
of  faith  with  the  publio  creditoi,  and  he 
believed  that  a  reduction  of  taxation  would 
be  a  better  way  to  preserve  faith  widi  the 
public  creditor  than  these  paltry  tinoNi 
serving  proceedings.  The  people  eiqpeoted 
relief;  they  had  been  taught  to  espeol  it ; 
and  if  tHey  did  not  obtain  it  they  would 
be  greatly  disappointed.  If  nothing  were 
done  to  give  relief  to  the  people  and  gratify 
their  expectations,  they  wuuld  be  mora 
disi4>pointed  than  ever.  If  the  noUe  Loid 
had  no  other  means,  he  mi^t  trust  to 
future  resources  as  he  had  cUme  in  jmat 
time,  and  run  the  risk  of  therevenoe  being 
deficient  a  million. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice  explained,  that  he  did 
not  state  that  there  was  to  be  a  reduction 
in  S50,000  houses  of  one^halfi  What  he 
did  state  was,  that  there  was  to  be  a  gn* 
duated  scale  of  reduction,  boginninff  with 
the  lowest  in  the  scale.  Of  the  lowest 
description  of  houses  he  had  stated  that 
there  were  73,000,  and  that  the  reduction 
on  them  would  be  one-third,  or  fron  !#.&<, 
to  if.  There  was  to  be  a  graduated 
reduction  on  the  others,  from  1«.  up  to 
9#.  3d 

Lord  AU/torp  said,  the  hon.  member  for 
Middlesex  talked  of  the  siurplus  revenue  in 
a  Strang  way,  fur  he  proposed  to  take 
away  600,000/.,  and  then  he  calmlaled 
upon  as  large  a  surplus  as  brfore  he  leek 
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away  tbat  sum.  He  admitted  that  he  had, 
on  a  former  occasion,  reduced  a  larger 
amount  of  taxation  than  he  ought;  out 
his  apprehensions  of  a  deficiency  had  never 
heen  very  great »  because  he  had  relied  on 
an  increase  of  the  revenue.  The  hon. 
Member  said,  that  he  had  not  before  heard 
of  the  plan  which  had  been  explained  by 
his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Spring  Rice), 
which  the  hon.  Member  admitted  would 
give  relief,  and  yet  he  said,  in  the  same 
speech,  that  Government  was  giving  no 
relief  at  all.  Gentlemen  must  be  aware 
that  all  the  land  in  towns,  and  all  the  shops 
were  held  at  a  sort  of  monopoly  price,  and 
that,  consequently,  the  tax  would  ultimately 
be  paid  by  the  landlords,  though  the 
advantage  of  the  reduction  would,  in  the 
meantime,  go  to  those  who  had  leases.  He 
objected  to  the  Motion  altogether,  not 
because  he  was  fond  of  taxation,  but  because 
he  did  not  think  it  possible  to  provide  for 
the  necessary  services  of  the  State,  if  so 
large  an  amount  of  taxation  was  reduced. 
He  objected  also  to  the  tax  being  repealed 
in  October ;  if  it  must  be  repealed,  it  would 
be  better  to  repeal  it  at  once.  It  would, 
in  his  view,  tlierefore,  be  stUl  more  ob- 
jectionable to  postpone  the  repeal  to  the 
next  year.  There  was  no  R^luticm  he 
should  more  deprecate  than  one  pledging 
the  House  to  a  large  reduction  of  taxation 
at  a  future  time,  because  it  was  impossible 
to  foretel  what  might  be  the  circumstances 
of  the  country.  It  might  place  the  country 
in  a  situation  of  ^eat  difficulty.  He  ad- 
mitted the  inequality  of  the  House-tax  in 
many  respects,  but  he  did  not  agree  to  the 
proposition  that  it  ought  to  be  levied  in 
proportion  to  the  sum  which  a  house  cost 
the  owner  to  build  it.  That  would  often 
lead  to  great  injustice.  He  admitted,  too, 
that  these  taxes  were  vexatious  from  sur. 
charges ;  but  it  was  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  Government  to  remove  that  evil. 
Too  large  a  proportion  of  the  surveyor's 
emoluments  depended  on  the  surcharges, 
and  this  was  to  be  reduced.  He  had 
always,  in  his  communications  to  the  Board 
of  Taxes,  discountenanced  surcharges,  and 
had  ezptessly  stated  that  they  ought  never 
to  be  made;  unless  there  was  very  good 
reason  for  making  them.  It  was  easy 
enoQgh  to  argue  a^nst  taxation,  because 
all  taxation  was  in  itself  an  evil,  and  it  was 
only  by  comparing  it  with  the  greater 
evil  of  not  providing  for  the  service  of  the 
State  that  it  could  be  defended.  He  was 
perfectly  rtedy  to  leave  his  case  on  the 
admirable  speech  of  his  right  hon  friend  the 


Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  whidi  had  tiot 
been  answered  by  the  ^  hon.  member  for 
Bath,  and  ready  to  leave  the  case  to  the 
decision  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Hawes  had  understood  that  the 
proposition  was  to  be  to  reduce  the  tax 
next  April,  and  to  that  he  was  ready  to 
give  his  assent ;  but  he  could  not  assent  to 
reduce  it  in  October,  in  the  middle  of  the 
financial  year.  He  moved,  as  an  Amend- 
ment that  the  taxes  should  cease  on  the 
5th  of  April  next,  instead  of  the  5th  of 
October. 

Mr.  Tennyson  stated,  that,  as  the  5  th  of 
April  was  more  obnoxious  to  the  Govern- 
ment, by  the  noble  Lord's  statement,  than 
the  5  th  of  October,  he  should  vote  for  the 
original  Motion.  He  thought  a  revision 
of  taxation  necessary,  and  that  a  Property, 
tax  should  be  imposed.  Unless  the  people 
were  relieved,  there  would  be  no  satisfac. 
tion,  though  he  for  one,  would  never  coun- 
tenance the  non-payment  of  taxes.  He 
was  persuaded  that  if  the  House  did  not 
make  the  reduction  now,  it  would  be  com- 
pelled to  do  so  by  and  by  in  haste,  and 
would  then. do  it  with  reeret. 

Sir  Samnel  Whalley  briefly  replied.  He 
said  that  the  tax  did  not  fall  on  the  land- 
brds ;  and  if  it  did,  it  would  before  now 
have  been  repealed.  He  requested  the 
hon.  member  for  Lambeth  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment,  as  more  hostile  to  the  Go. 
vemment  than  the  original  Motion. 

Amendment  withdrawn,  and  the  House 
divided  on  the  original  question — Ayes 
12-^:     Noes  273;     Majority  149. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 

BNGLAWD.  Curteis,  Capt.  E.  B. 

Aglionby,  H.  A.  Davies,  Lieut.-Col. 

Astley,  Sir  J.  Denison,  W.  J. 

Baillie,  J.  £.  Dick,  Quintin 

Barnard,  £.  G.  Dundas,  Capt.  j.  W. 

Beauclerk,  Major  Evans,  Colonel 

Beaumont,  T.  W.  Elwall,  Ralph 
Berkeley,  Hon.  C.  F.    Faithfull,  George 

Bewes,  T.  Fancourt,  Major 

Bish,  T.  Fellowes,  H.  A.  W. 

Blackstone,  W.  S.  Fellowes^  Hon.  N. 

Briscoe,  J.  h  Fen  ton,  Jobn 

Brocklehurst,  J.  Fielden,  John 

Brodie,  Captain  Fryer,  Richard 

Brotherton,  J.  Gaskell,  Daniel 

Buckingham,  J.  S.  Godson,  Richard 

Bulwer,  U.  L.  Grote,  George 
Chandos,  Marquess  of    Guest,  J.  J. 

Chapman,  A.  Gully,  John 
Chetwynd,Capt.W.  F.    Hall,  Benjamin 

Chichester,  J.  P.  Halse,  James 

Cobbett,  W.  Hanmer,  Col.  Henry 

Collier,  J.  Harvey,  D.  W. 

Crawley,  S.  Hawes,  Benjamin 


33 


Bristol 


{Mat  21} 


Election. 


34 


Henniker^  Lord 
Hill,  Matthew 
liothaniy  Lord 
Hope,  Sir  A. 
Hughes,  Hughes 
Hume,  J. 
Humphery,  J. 
Hult,  W. 

Ingilby,  Sir  VV.  A. 
James,  W. 
Jervis,  J. 
Kemp,  T.  R. 
Key,  Sir  J. 
LamoDt,  Captain  N. 
Langton,  Col.  G. 
Lowther,  Viscount 
Lowther,Hn.  Col.H. 
Lyall,  G. 
Methuen,  P. 
Miller,  W.  H. 
Molesworth,  Sir  W. 
Penleaie,  W. 
Palmer,  General 
Parrot,  J. 
Pease,  J. 
Petre,  Hon.  £. 
Philips,  M. 
PhilpotU,  J. 
Pigot,  R. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Robinson,  G.  R. 
Roebuck^  J.  A. 
Rotch,  B. 
Seale,  Colonel 
Shawe,  R.  N. 
Spry,  S.  T. 
Stanley,  £. 
Stewart,  J. 
Taocred,  H.  W. 
Todd,  R. 
Tooke,  W. 
Torrens,  Colonel  R. 


Townshend,  Lord  C. 
TuUaroore,  Lord 
Turner,  W. 
Tyme,  C.  J.  K. 
Thompson,  Aid. 
Walter,  J. 
Wason,  R. 
Welby,  G. 
Whalley,  Sir  S. 
Wigney,  L 

SCOTLAND. 

Gillon,  W.  D. 
Maxwell,  Sir  J. 
Maxwell,  J. 
Oswald,  R.  A. 
Sinclair,  G. 

IRC  LAUD. 

Butler,  Hon.  P. 
Daly,  J. 
Finn,W.  F. 
Fitzgerald,  T. 
Fitzsimon,  C. 
Lalor,  P. 
Naele,  Sir  R. 
O'Connell,  D.' 
O'Connell,  M. 
O'Connell,  C. 
0*Connell,  J. 
O'Connell,  M. 
O'Connor  Don 
O'Connor.  F. 
Roche,  W. 
Roe,  J. 
Ronayne,  D. 
RuthFcn,  E.  S. 
Ruthven,  £. 
Vigors,  N.  A. 
Wallace,  T. 

Tellers. 
Tennyson,  C. 
Wood,  Aid. 


Paired  off. 


P0& 

Bainbridge,  £.  T. 
Bulwer^  £.  L. 
Burdett,  Sir  F. 
Clay,  W. 
Handley,  H. 
Handley,  B . 
Morrison,  J . 
Rocht,  D. 
Scholefield,  J. 
Stewart,  P. 
Tayleure,  W. 


AGAINST. 

Barron,  W. 
Browne,  D. 
Eastnor,  Lord 
Grey,  Hon.  Col. 
Molyneux,  Lord  G. 
Rumbold,  C.  £. 
Sandon,  Lord 
Simeon,  Sir  R.  G. 
Slaney,  R.  A. 
Waterpark,  Lord 
Wood,  Colonel 


Bristol  Elkction.]  Mr.  Warhurlon 
presented  a  petition,  signed  by  2,500  of  the 
Electors  of  Bristol,  praying  that  the  evi- 
dence laid  before  the  Election  Committee, 
which  had  decided  in  favour  of  the  return 
of  the  sittinff  Membera,  should  be  laid 
liefore  the  House,  in  order  that  hon. 
Meoiben  might  be  aware  of  the  nature  of 
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the  practioes  which  were  pursued  at  elec- 
tions. 

Mr.  BaiUie  declared  that  there  never 
was  an  election  in  which  there  had  been  less 
corruption  than  the  last  at  Bristol.  The 
whole  expense  had  not  exceeded  9^0/., 
although  it  might  be  considered  to  have 
lasted  for  three  months,  since  operations 
had  commenced  immediately  after  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Reform  Bill.  Out  of  the  three 
individuals  who  had  signed  the  Election 
Petition  against  the  return,  two  had  signed 
the  requisition  for  him  (Mr.  Baillie)  to 
come  forward,  and  the  third  had  wished  to 
sign  it,  but  was  not  permitted.  The  pe- 
titioners against  the  return  were  so  much 
afraid  that  their  petition  should  be  declared 
frivolous  and  vexatious,  that  they  eutered 
into  an  agreement  beforehand  to  pay  the 
expense  of  the  only  witness  that  was 
brought  forward. 

Mr.  Pryme  said,  the  hon.  member  for 
Bristol  spoke  as  if  the  question  lay  only 
between  him  and  the  petitioners ;  but  the 
question  was  one  of  public  importance.  It 
was  not  a  private  but  a  public  concern  to 
ascertain  whether  practices  of  bribery  and 
corruption  had  existed  in  any  particular 
case.  If  such  things  should  continue,  the 
last  state  of  this  Reformed  House  would  be 
worse  than  the  first.  It  was  necessary 
that  such  measures  should  be  taken  aa 
would  secure  purity  of  election. 

Mr.  Fitzsimon  supfiorted  the  prayer  of. 
the  petition ;  but  deprecated  the  imputa- 
tion of  hostility  to  the  sitting  member  for 
Bristol. 

Lord  Alihorp  knew  nothing  of  the  case, 
but  what  he  had  heard  in  that  House.  He 
was  averse,  however,  to  the  production  of 
the  evidence,  because  it  appeared  to  him  to 
be  ex'parte. 

Sir  Richard  Vyvyan  said,  the  petition 
originated  in  the  disappointment  of  the 
Radical  party  at  Bristcd ;  and,  as  it  con- 
tained libellous  and  caliunnious  aisertiona 
against  individuals,  he  should  move  that  it 
be  rejected. 

Mr.  Warburicn  had  read  the  whole  of 
the  evidence  taken  before  the  Election 
Committee,  and  he  thought  that  a  case  of 
gross  oomiption,  deserving  the  serious 
attention  of  the  House,  was  made  out. 
It  appeared  that  previous  to  the  nomination 
day  extensive  treating  was  carried  on ; 
that  on  the  nomination  day  from  900  to 
1,000  electors  received  bribes  of  3s.  eadi ; 
and  on  the  poliing^ay  a  box,  called  the 
"  Bribery-box,'*  was  placed  in  a  particular 
|iart  of  the  town,  into  which  all  the  electors 
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wlio  chose  put  their  hands  and  drew  out 
tickets  entitling  them  to  considerable  sums 
of  money. 

Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

Mr.  Warburton  moved>  that  the  evidence 
taken  before  the  Election  Committee  be 
laid  on  the  Table  and  printed. 

Lord  Alikorp  said^  that  he  was  of  opin- 
ion^  afler  hearing  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
member  (Mr.  Warburton),  that  the  case 
was  one  which  ought  to  be  investigated, 
and  he  wished  to  know  whether  the  hon. 
Member  intended  to  prosecute  the  inquiry 


Petitions  preMnted.  By  Mr.  Ja¥ks  OswilDa  fipom  Otaigow. 
tar  AtUtBUam  te  the  Ro|ral  Baighi  (Soddttid)  HUL^By 
Sir  S.  Olykki,  fttm  Mourn  and  GMig^Mfei  and  bf  Mr. 
TowNLBY,  from  Bertrley,— for  the  Better  bBHrrttiee  of 
the  Sabteth.-~By  Mr.  H.  Cunrxu,  ftwa  ■eritBl  Placei  ta 
Sinsex,  for  a  Repeal  of  the  Duty  on  Tiiei  and  Mait,  and 
for  the  Abolition  ot  Tlthai.~By  Mr.  Towhlky,  fraia 
Cambridge  County,  fHr  an  Alteration  d^  the  Currency ; 
and  from  the  Agrictilhinil  Parithet  in  the  same  County, 
for  an  Alteration  Hi  the  Labouienr  EntirioyilleHl  Aet~ 
By  Sir  S.  Gltnii a,  Captein  G.  Fmsubom,  iad  Mean. 
H.  CumTSis,  J.  dswALO,  and  THicKxiaaB,  fMm  arveal 
Places,— against  Slavery. 

Defects  in  trb  Reform  <vp  PabLia- 
HENT  AcT.]|     Ntr.  Tooke,  in  .  cbnlbrmitj 


in  the  event  of  the  Motion  he  had  just !  ^'^^\^  "^tice  some  time  since  girwi^  rtoved 
made  being  carried  ?  I  ^^^  *^«  appointment  of  a  Sdlcdt  Cdmmlttce, 

Mr.  fTarburton  said,  that  if  no  other  .  ^  consider  of  sUth  Amendments  in  the 
person  took  the  management  of  the  busi-  !  Reform  Act  ah,  With  reference  tO  tMt!  eon- 
ness,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  prosecute    tradwtory  HecislpttS  it  had  given  n*   to. 

the  inquiry.  Whether  it  could  be  gone  i  T^^^ '*^'°^^  ;  ®  *5I*'H'*^^'^*'**  ™^^i&*^ 
into  this  Session  must,  of  course,  depend  Jhe  future  Working  of  that  mwisure.  ^  The 
the  state  of  the  business  before  the   ^'^'^  7*»«^  ^^  had  prescnbed  to  hunself 

as  to  the  tiatttre  m  the  Amendments  being 
altogethM  toonfined  to  mere  {iractiisal  im. 
provemeiits  in  the  working  machinery  tiF 
the  Bill,  withithit  Hi  all  infrin^ng  cm  Hit 
at  present  principle,  y^M  digest  the  subject  t»f  ttlty 

Mr.  Warburton  had  no  objection  to  P^"^*  ^l^!?*^  *^?**«^*^^  4^*^ 
accede  to  the  noble  Lord's  suggestion,  and  i  but  that  thel^  iVfere  fell  interested,  Wfttever 
would  therefore  only  move,  that  the  evi-    ^^f^^  ^  ^^eit  party  or  pohiical  ^lewm  iH 


on 
House. 

Lord  AUhorp  thought  that  as  many 
Gentlemen  considered  the  evidence  to  be 
partial,  it  would  be  as  well  not  to  print  it 


being  spared  at  any  future  election  much 
unnecessary  trouble^  uncertainty,  Hnd  ex- 
pense. Feeling  all  gratitude  to  Ui6  original 
framers  and  promoters  of  the  Refbrm  Act, 
he  must  nevertheless  say,  that  it  neoMarilv 
happened  that  in  the  fierce  oollisibn  iHiicK 
took  place  during  its  progress,  oppoituni^ 
could  not  be  aftbrded  for  giving  it  the  full 
benefit  of  deliberate  arrangement  in  all  its 

City— By  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wklls,  from  levcrai    retails ;    the  great  principle  attameo,  the 
piaeM  III  hit  Dioecae,  fbr  the  Better  obMrvanoe  of  Uie  .  minor  mechanism  was  to  a  certain  extent 

Sabbaths— By  Eatli  Caw»o»,  GoaMMtD*  and  Fi#b«  aad 
by  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wallb,  from  wvcsal  Plaoei^ 
—against  Slavery. 


dence  be  brought  up  and  laid  on  the  Table. 
The  House  divided — Ayes  42 ;  Noes  8 : 
Majority  34. 

HOUSE  OF  LOftDS, 
Wednesday^  May  i22,  1833. 

Miinrrsa.3   PMltiona  prMcnlid.    By  Che  Earl  o^  MsAtm, 
from  a  Parish  in  Dublin,  for  a  proper  Valuation  of  that 


sacrifieed  id  that  paramount  ob)\d6l  of  soli- 
citude. The  eXpeHence  of  the  late  elec- 
tions while  it  full^  justified  the  general 
sufficiency  of  the  Act,  developed  at  t£e  same 
time  tome  of  its  imperfections.  These 
together  with  the  questions  elicited  in  the 
course  of  the  Election  Committees  during 
this  Session,  h«fi  aflbrded  ample  materials 
for  the  Amendments  proposed;  in  aSdltfHn 
':'!^Zc'::Sc::^r^Z  •  ♦«»  wWch,  m«ny  valuable  «,|gesHm»»  had 
'!  ^iio  or  att  saiet  of  Land  ia  the  *  been  received  fitoih  several  of  the  r^t^fline 


jaOUSB  OF  COMMONS, 
Wednesday,  May  2%,  1833. 


MrKUTsa.]  Papen  ordered.  On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  ^cw- 
A«T  MACKKirviB,  an  Acoount  of  all  Grants  of  Oroam 
Irfudi  IB  OeCaMdai,  trtttiottt  Potdiaiti  ftom  Uwaiat 
Deoember,  lSt3,  to  tha  lit  of  January*  1833 :  alio  of  all 
the  MoDiei  received  ftom  the  Canada  Company,  and  the 

AppOeaHon  thereof:  ^iio  nf  att  saiet  of  Land  ia  the  *  been  received  fi^ih  Several  of  the  r^tifling 
Canada!,  durint  tiM  anw  pariod  aa  dnrat  aieo  in  •  barristers ;  Still,  however,  comprising  mere 

Acouimt  of  the  Number  of  PCcaont  who  have  Bmifiated    ^i«»^i^i  «^:^*«   •j1.m11*,  ;!».— »^    .^  am.^ 
ftom  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  the  British  Colonies,  and     PfaCtlCa'   ^ItitB,  WhttllV  dtVested   df  Specu. 
thk  United  Staiae  of  Amcriea,  fttm  tha  year  iStS  to  I  latlV^  IfflproVenieiitk.       He   WaS  htlppf   to 

2J3«^^J>^^">«i»<«te»*'«^«*»«^  1  obsti-ve,  M  the  credit  df  the  Act,  that  the 

E«UUUhment  of  Uie  Board  oMEmSSon  to  the  p^t  ,  obHoUS      And       apparently  ^    tiltd^WUble 
time,  having  tcferived  I.otns  fhim  Goviefninent  td  enable  {  Amendments  #ere  bUt  few  in  humbcf  and 

them  w  bnifiatti  tfatiiigtiiaAinoafltciftifiatint.  ttia   simple  in  hJrtedv,  ahd  might  be  compfisrt 

Number  of  Pecnoi  In  the  Pamily,  and  the  Name  of  the  ;  .,^A^  41.^  ^^Ia*U*^a  U^^A^  »i.l»itw  .w^l-t*. 
Colony:  abo  the  «me  of  Unniried  Female.,  iwt  in-  ^  """^"^  the  folIdWinf*  heflds,  chiefly  applying 

MadMinthcfeBbTe.  I  to  bdroUgh  eletftidns — ^namely,  lb  illbW  of 
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qualification  for  premises  held  partly  as 
owner  and  piartLy  aa  tenant,  and  of  houses, 
&C.,  held  jointly  with  other  huildings ;  to 
allow  the  vote,  if  the  taxes  were  satisfied, 
without  requiring  such  payment  on    the 
part  of  the  tenant,  and  to  limit  the  period 
of  payment  of  taxes  in  arrear ;  also,  that 
opportunity  should  he  giveh  by  two  Sub- 
days'  notice  on  Church  doors  of  persons  in 
default ;   to  define  the  prescribed  distaitce 
of  seven  miles,  which  had  on  the  late  elec- 
tion reeeived  three  difierettt  constructions, 
to  one  definite  standard ;  to  provide  for  the 
barristers  having  earlier  knowledge  g£  the 
listSi  and   ehtiite    eopies   of   them,    thus 
enabling  them  to  apportioh  the  period  of 
holding  thdr  Court6  at  each,  place  with 
more  aeeUracgr ;  the  total  abolition  of  the 
compulsdry  payment  of  1^ .  both  in  counties 
and  boroughs,  in  which  latter  it  would  be 
otherwise  to  annual  charge;  to  give  to 
outlying  fre^olders  the  privilege  of  voting 
at  the  nearest  point  to  their  residence  in 
their  division  m  ^  eounty,  thus  in  several 
instances  saving  ^U  setentf  miles,  as  in 
the  ^ase  of  allowing  f ucH  penons  to  vote 
at    Axminster  instad  of   Plymouth,  for 
South  Devon ;  and,  not  adverting  t^  minor 
pointy  lastly,  to  dispense  wholly  with  the 
third  question  at  the  poll,  as  to  possessing 
the  same  identical  qufdification  when  ri»is- 
tered*  the  effect  of  which  was  to  disfrancUse 
any  person  af  to  counties  who  might  have 
sold  any  small  part  of  a  large  estate^  or  who 
might  have  converted  his  leasehold   into 
a  freehdd  by  purchase  {  and  in  boroughs 
the  same  disfranchisement  would  follow  by 
moving  to  a  better  house  in  the  stfne  street, 
while  the  obvious  intention  of  the  Legb- 
latute  was  to  fix  the  clain^  of  franchise  to 
th^  certain  registry  of  it  In  July,  sul^ect 
only  to  annual  revision  at  the  same  period. 
To  repel  any  phafge  of  precipitate^  or  pre- 
sumption  on  ,his  part  in  bringing  forward 
this  measorei  he  wished  to  observe  that  he 
had  communicated  his  intention  to  the  noble 
and  right  hon.  Paymsoter  of  the  Forces, 
in  deference  to  his  peculiar  claim  upon  the 
Bill,  his  Lordship,  however,  whol^  declined 
the  suggestion,  and  was  adverse  to  any 
measure  being  taken  during  this  Session. 
He  thought  otherwise,  contem^tingon  toe 
alwavs  possiU^,  if  not  probable,  event  of  a 
dissolution,  audit  would,  therefore,  be  a  dere* 
liction  of  duty  op  his  part  not  to  submit  his 
Motion  to  the  House,  however  irksome  it 
was  personally  to  himself  as  he  could  with 
truth  aver  rather  than  take  this  reluctant 
lead,  he  should  have  laboured  with  more 
sati^action  as  a  humble  pioneer  under  tiie 


auspices  of  the^oble  member  for  Devon ; 
but  his  overture  to.  that  effect  had  been 
rejected.  He  made  his  appeal  to  the  House 
in  perfect  submission  to  its  dictates,  re- 
serving to  himself  the  privilege  of  reply  to 
such  observations  as  might  appear  to  him 
to  require  one.  Before  sitting  down,  how. 
ever,  he  Would  observe,  that  he  conceived 
the  corrections  would  be  best  matured  in  a 
Select  Committee  to  be  appointed  for  the 
purpose  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
in  which  Committee  the  suggestions  of  the 
revising  barristers  and  others  best  qualified 
to  communicate  infonnatioD,  would  be 
considered,  together  with  the  proceedings 
and  decisions  d[  the  several  Election  Com- 
mittees, and  whidi  were  calculated  materi- 
ally to  facilitate  the  object.  The  hon. 
Member  concluded  by  moving,  "  That  a 
Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
the  Act  Slid  Will.  4th,  c.  45,  for  Amending 
the  R^resentation  ci  the  people  in  England 
and  Wales,  and  to  report  such  amendments 
and  alterations  in  the  provisions  thereof,  as 
in  die  better  opinion  of  such  Committee, 
may  contribute  to  the  better,  cheaper,  and 
more  convenient  working  of  that  Act." 

Lord  J'ofin  RuMseU  objected  to  the  Mo- 
tion, and  trusted  that  the  House  would  not 
adopt  it.  The  Government  had  entered 
into  a  consideration  of  the  doubts  said  to 
arise  upon  the  face  of  the  Reform  Bill,  and 
after  carefully  considering  those  doubtful 
points,  and  the  difficulties  staled  to  be 
thrown  in  the  way  of  easy  and  cheap  regis- 
tration, they  had  come  to  the  opinion  that 
no  alteration  of  that  measure  ought  to  be 
introduced  in  the  present  Session.  They 
thought  it  better  to  give  men  who  had  been 
taken  by  surprise  before,  the  opportunity  of 
registering  their  votes  now,  and  they 
beueved  that  many  of  the  objections  whi(4 
at  first  sight  appeared  so  formidaUe,  would 
be  found,  upcm  triid,  not  to  be  so  serious  as 
was  imagined.  He  wished  the  House  to 
wait  till  the  end  (^  the  next  Session  of 
Parliament)  and  see  whether  many  of  the 
objections  now  eonjured  up  would  not  be 
found  to  be  of  no  value  or  weight  what* 
ever. 

Mr.  WarhurUm  thought  the  inquiry  pro- 

rd  by  the  present  Motion,  might  fairly 
objected  to  because  of  its  unliniited 
character ;  but  it  would  be  attended  with 
great  public  advantage  if  the  contradictory 
deciaious  not  only  of  the  Revising  BarrisM 
ters,  but  of  the  ConmiitteeB  of  that  Housq 
on  the  Reform  Bill,  were  settled.  If  the 
disputed  points  on  whidi  contrary  decisioos 
were  given  in  the  Committees  of  that 
C  2 
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House  and  by  the  Revising  Barristen  were 
collected  and  reported  upon  by  a  Select 
Committee,  it  would  prevent  a  vast  deal  of 
trouble  and  litigation,  and  he  hoped  his 
Majesty's  Government  would  consent  to 
the  appointment  of  such  a  Commit  tee, 
limiting  the  inquiry  as  he  had  suggested. 

The  Solicitor  General  admitted,  that  it 
might  be  found  necessary  to  facilitate  the 
working  of  the  Reform  Bill^  but  he  con. 
tended  that  this  was  not  the  proper  time^ 
and  the  mode  proposed  was  not  the  proper 
mode  of  ejecting  that  object.  He  had  himself 
made  a  register  of  the  disputed  points  which 
bad  arisen,  which  he  should  use  in  good 
time,  and  he  acknowledged  that  it  would 
be  extremely  desirable  that  many  of  those 
points  should  be  settled  before  a  dissolution. 
He  was  not  aware,  however^  that  there  was 
any  immediate  prospect  of  a  dissolution,  nor 
did  he  believe  it  was  much  desired.  If  a 
Committee  were  appointed,  such  as  that 
proposed  by  the  hon.  member  for  Truro, 
every  memlier  on  the  Committee  would 
have  his  own  plan  of  Amendment,  and  he 
very  much  feared  that  the  alterations 
suggested  would  only  serve  to  increase  con* 
fusion.  At  all  events,  he  thought  they 
should  wait  and  have  the  experience  of 
another  registration. 

Mr.  (/Cotinell  said,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  there  were  many  defects  in  the  word- 
ing of  the  Act.  Ministers  were  afraid  to 
consent  to  any  Amendment  in  the  Com. 
mittee ;  for  if  they  did^  a  whole  week  would 
be  wasted  by  their  opponents  in  taunts 
upon  them,  for  not  having  produced  a 
perfect  measure.  The  consequence  was, 
that  many  incongruities  remained  in  the 
Bill  which  ought  to  be  altered.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Solicitor  General  admitted  the 
fact  of  the  evil,  and  yet  wished  to  postpone 
the  cure — a  piece  of  advice  that  seemed  to 
be  quite  unintelligible.  There  were  many 
contradictory  decisions  among  the  Register- 
ing Barristers,  and  among  the  Committees, 
and  it  was  advisable  that  these  points  of 
difference  should  be  at  once  setttled. 

Colonel  Evatis  was  also  against  the  post- 
ponement, and  thought  that  a  Committee 
ought  to  be  appointed  before  the  period  of 
registration  returned.  If  the  Committee 
were  to  be  refused,  he  hoped  that  Ministers 
were  digesting  some  plan  for  the  Amend- 
ment  and  perfecting  of  the  existing  law. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  disposed  to  leave  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  Ministers,  under  the 
assurance  that  the  best  mode  of  reconciling 
the  discrepancies  between  the  decisions  of 
Revising  Barristers  was  under  consideration. 


Mr.  WarburUm  proposed,  as  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  original  Motion,  "  That  a 
Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into,  and  report  upon,  the  various  points 
arising  out  of  the  Act  2nd  Will.  4th,  c.  45, 
and  8S,  on  which  contradictory  decisions 
have  been  come  to,  whether  by  the  Revising 
and  Assistant  Barristerst  or  by  Returning 
Officers,  or  by  Election  Committees." 

Mr.  Jervis  seconded  the  Amendment, 
and  adverted  to  the  practical  defects  in  the 
working  of  the  Reform  Act,  as  regarded  the 
duties  of  the  Revising  Barristers.  He 
contended  that  some  method  should  be 
adopted  to  ascertain  how  the  measure  had 
operated  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Riglnf  fVason  referred  to  several 
conflicting  decisionsby  Election  Committees, 
which  rendered  it  necessary  that  some 
general  system  should  be  established  before 
the  Revising  Barristers  were  again  called 
upon  to  act.  In  his  opinion,  the  moment 
a  defect  was  discovered,  a  remedy  ought  to 
be  applied  to  it. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice  said,  that  no  iooonTe- 
nienoe  could  result  in  this  case  from  the 
postponement  of  the  remedy;  and  that  the 
recommendation  of  a  Select  Committee 
could  not  increase  the  certainty  of  that 
law,  the  uncertainty  of  which  was  now 
matter  of  complaint.  The  present  Govern  - 
ment,  as  the  originators  of  the  Reform  Act, 
were  pledged  to  introduce  every  practical 
remedy  for  established  defects;  and  he 
apprehended,  that  next  Session  would  be 
sufficiently  early  for  theptupose. 

Mr.  Hume  observed,  that  the  Select  Com- 
mittee was  not  to  be'  appointed  to  decide 
any  question  of  *law,  but  merely  to  ascer- 
tain a  matter  of  fact,  which  matter  of  fact 
would  be  material  in  governing  the  conduct 
of  the  Revising  Barristers  when  they  should 
next  be  called  upon  to  act. 

Mr.  Bonham  Carter  did  not  object  to  any 
real  improvements  that  might  be  made  in 
the  Reform  Bill,  provided  sufficient  time 
were  allowed  to  elapse  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  that  the  changes  proposed  were 
improvements.  In  his  opinion  sufficient 
time  had  not  elapsed  to  show  whether  the 
Bill  had  worked  well  or  ill ;  but  after  some 
experience  they  would  be  better  prepaxed 
to  legislate — they  would  be  able  to  judge 
whether  or  not  the  alleged  defects  were  so 
or  otherwise.  He  admitted,  that  soine 
inconvenience  might  arise  from  contradic. 
tory  decisions ;  but  as  far  as  he  could  leam, 
the  contradictory  decisions  were  confined  to 
the  Irish  Bill ;  that,  however,  formed  no 
objection  to  the  general  measure,  and   be 
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therefore  recommended^  that  the  House 
should  avoid  anything  like  precipitate  legis- 
lation. 

Mr.  JV^nn  admitted,  that  that  part  of 
the  Reform  Bill  which  provided^  that  the 
poll  should  he  taken  in  districts,  and  that 
the  duration  of  elections  should  he  shorten- 
ed, had  worked  most  admirably.  He  could 
not,  however,  make  the  same  admission 
with  respect  to  the  machinery  for  the  form- 
ation of  the  registry  and  the  electoral 
lists.  He  thought,  that  it  would  be  ad- 
vantageous to  wait  till  the  different  Elec 
tion  Committees  had  all  made  their  deci- 
sions, because,  when  that  was  done,  the 
anomalies  and  irregularities  of  the  Bill 
would  be  better  known,  and  therefore  more 
easily  remedied.  The  lists  were  to  be  made 
out  in  June,  and  there  would  be  great 
difficulty,  if  a  Committee  were  appointed, 
in  preparing  a  remedial  Bill,  and  in  passing 
it  through  both  Houses  of  Parliament  be- 
fore that  time.  A  bill  formed  in  haste 
upon  such  a  subject  would  produce  in  its 
working  greater  difficulties  than  any  which 
were  felt  at  present.  There  were  one  or 
two  points,  however,  which  might  be  alter- 
ed immediately  without  inconvenience ;  for 
instance,  the  names  of  Peers  and  others 
who  were  disqualified  by  Act  of  Parliament 
from  voting,  might  now  be  placed  in  the 
lists,  and  if  no  objections  were  made  to 
them,  would  be  inserted  in  the  Registry. 
This  ought  not  to  be  permitted,  and  the 
Revising  Barrister  ought  to  have  the  power 
of  erasing  them.  Again,  fraudulent  votes 
mifht  be  objected  to  oy  those  persons  who 
had  an  interest  in  supporting  them.  At 
the  revision  the  objections  might  be  with, 
drawn,  and  then,  as  no  other  person 
would  have  a  right  to  press  them,  and 
as  in  all  probability  those  who  would 
have  objected  would  have  given  up  their 
opposition,  on  finding  that  there  were 
other  objectors  besides  themselves  in  the 
field,  the  Barrister  would  be  obliged  to  pass 
votes  which  he  suspected  or  even  which  he 
knew  to  be  bad.  He  should,  therefore, 
wish,  that  provinon  should  be  made,  that 
when  an  objection  was  once  entered  to  a 
vote,  any  elector  should  be  at  liberty  to 
press  it  before  the  Revising  Barrister.  He 
could  not  help  wishing,  that  the  Solicitor- 
General  would  bring  in  a  bill  to  settle 
these  three  points — first,  how  far  the  re- 
moval of  a  voter  from  his  residence  in  a 
borougli  after  his  registration  vitiated  his 
rote  ;  secondly,  how  far  the  Revising  Bar- 
risters could  themselves  enter  upon  objec- 
^ons  to  ToteS;  after  those  who  had  origin* 


ated  had  withdrawn  them ;  and,  thirdly, 
how  far  the  House,  which  was  the  ulti- 
mate judge  in  all  questions  appertaining 
to  elections,  should  be  prevented  from 
noticing  any  objections  to  vote,  however 
strong  they  might  be,  unless  those  objec- 
tions had  been  previously  decided  upon  by 
the  Revising  Barristers.  As  to  the  other 
questions  relating  to  the  overseers,  and  con- 
stables, he  had  rmly  to  say,  that  when  the 
noble  Lord,  in  defending  the  Reform  Bill, 
called  on  the  House  to  give  overseers  and 
constables  credit  for  common  sense,  he  had 
called  on  the  House  for  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  votes  of  credit  that  he  had 
ever  heard  of;  for  a  long  experience  of  the 
conduct  of  overseers  and  constables  had 
convinced  him,  that  of  all  men  in  the  world 
they  had  the  least  to  do  with  that  necessary 
article. 

Mr.  Halcomb  said,  that  as  a  Revising 
Barrister,  he  knew  something  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  Reform  BiU ;  and,  knowing 
something  respecting  them,  he  thought, 
that  the  House  ought  to  bring  in  a  Decla- 
ratory Bill  on  the  subject  this  Session. 

Mr.  (yConneU  observed,  that  not  a  word 
had  been  said  in  this  Debate  respecting  the 
working  of  the  Irish  Reform  Bill.  He 
wished  it,  therefore,  to  be  remarked,  that 
in  Ireland,  the  people  had  not  that  part  of 
the  English  Bill  which  was  now  univer^ 
sully  acknowledged  to  work  most  admira- 
bly here.  There  was  also  a  doubt  in  1  rehnd 
whether  10/1  or  20/L  Wiis  the  qualification 
in  counties — a  doubt  which  arose  from  a 
variation  in  the  Reform  Act  from  the 
Act  of  1889,  abolishing  the  40f.  freeholders. 
He  thought,  that  if  a  Committee  were 
appointed  that  night,  its  report  might  be 
ready  a  few  days  after  the  adjournment. 

The  Solicitor  General  said,  if  the  hoii. 
member  for  Dublin  thought  that  this 
matter  could  be  so  easily  settled,  why  did 
he  not  himself  bring  in  a  bill  to  settle  it? 
His  opinion  was,  that  the  House  ou^ht 
not  to  resort  to  hasty  legislation  upon  such 
a  subject,  inasmuch  as  nothing  was  so  pre- 
judicial as  the  unnecessary  multiplication 
of  Acts  of  Parliament.  It  was  not  a  suffi. 
cient  reason  to  introduce  a  new  Reform 
Bill  merely  because  there  had  been  con- 
flicting decisions  upon  the  amstruction  of 
the  present  Bill.  He  thought,  that  when 
a  Bill  was  brought  in  to  remedy  the  ano- 
malies in  the  working  of  the  Reform  Bill, 
it  should,  after  the  second  reading,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  up-stairs,  in  order 
tliat  they  might  hear  the  opinions  on  it 
of  the  different  Retising  Barristers. . 
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Mr.  Jervis  mi,  tbat  as  a  Iteyising  Bar- 
rister he  had  heen  compelled^  contrary  tohb 
coiiscieqce^  and  contrary  to  his  cfmvictio^j 
to  keep  upon  the  Register  ToteSj  v^hich  of 
his  personal  knowledge  he  knew  to  b^  h^^ 
merely  because  they  were  not  objected  tQ* 
He  thpught^  that  a  Committee  inighl  make 
a  report  pn  this  subject  in  a  few  ^^JB,  for 
he  was  certain  that  the  Revising  ^^rristers, 
wbo  had  most  of  them  been  extravagantly 
paid,  would  haye  no  objection  to  return 
forthwith  a  written  statement  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  they  had  encountere4  in 
forming  the  electoral  lists  throughout;  the 
country. 

Mr.  Ahercromht/  put  it  to  the  IJouse^ 
whether,  if  a  Committee  were  appointed 
7U)w,  the  Hpusp  could  legislate  upon  its 
Report  during  the  present  Session?  If 
the  right  hon.  member  for  Montgomery- 
shire shpuld  produce  a  Bill  amended  on  the 
three  points  to  which  he  alluded^  he  would 
find  other  Gentlemen  inclined  to  introduce 
into  it  other  points  which  they  consider- 
ed requiring  amendment.  He  thought^ 
that  the  House  would  act  unwisely  in  tak- 
ing a  measure  of  this  kind  out  of  the  bands 
of  the  Government 

Mr.  LUnfd  was  favourable  to  the  Amend- 
ment moved  by  his  hon*  friend  who  s^t 
near  ^^Vi.  As  to  the  objection  which  h^ 
been  put  forward  with  respect  to  tipae, 
he  thought  it  had  no  weight  whatever. 
That !  there  were  some  gross  errors  in  the 
law  as  \t  now  stood  was  evident,  and  it  was 
their  duty  to  remedy  it  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. 

Mr.  Pease  observed,  that  Gentlemen 
acquainted  with  counties  must  know,  that 
sufficient  time  had  expired  \o  enable  church- 
wardens to  become  cognizant  of  the  duties 
which  they  had  to  perforpa,  and  to  direct 
them  in  the  mode  which,  under  this  Bill, 
they  were  bound  to  pursue.  If,  in  the 
performance  of  those  duties,  they  foupd 
that  the  Bill  offered  impediments  or  in- 
cumbrances, the  sooner  those  ignpedi- 
ments  or  incumbrances  were  removed  the 
better. 

Mr.  Charles  Grant  demanded  what  was 
the  Committee,  the  appointment  of  which 
was  now  qiUed  for,  to  do }  Why,  it  was 
to  collect  facts  for  the  information  q(  the 
House.  Now,  the  greater  part  of  the  arpi- 
ment  of  those  who  were  favourable  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  was  founded 
on  the  uooertainty  of  the  l^w  as  it  at  pre- 
sent stood ;  that  being  the  case,  he  should 
like  to  know  in  what  way  the  collection  of 
those  f)aict9  wv  emulated  to  strove  the 


qi^cef tainty  coifiplaiae4  pf  ?    \X  W«»  ^W  ^ 

arrive  »t  ijie  objeg^  required,  ^y  PfrtUPg  ^ 
the  different  Barristers  for  their  partic\i]aF 
ppinipps  Oft  cfirtftin  vm%  Hf  di4  not 
tbinV  that  it  i^^  ^t  s^  necossfuy  tq  go  into 
a  Committee  p^  tlrfs  suigect,  ?f,  in  the 
first  ii^stanpo,  \vhen  the  measure  of  ^fonn 
was  iiftrpducpd,  they  h44  aptpd  ii^ith  pai)tion 
and  with  pfudeiicp,  he  thougl^t  ^ej  ought, 
whpn  called  uppn  to  malfe  ^qy  alt^r^tion 
pi:  Amendnjent  in  the  ^ill,  st^l^  to  proceed 
with  cautipia  aqd  with  pmdeiipe. 

Mr.  Tooif^,  in  r^ply^T^gi  observed,  that 
he  shoul4  perhaps  h(ive  heen  pontspt  to 
accept  the  pledge  pf  liis  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters, but  that  the  events  of  this  Se^on  had 
greatly  impaired  his  confid^^ce  in  them,  for 
m  fact  they  had  (originated  nothi^^s,  and 
thwarted  every  thing,  that  promised  i|irther 
Reform.     He  had  entered  the  Hpfi^  Y^th 
greater  buoyancy  of  expectatipp  than  his 
agp  inight  justify,  t)ut  his^oul  no\v  sickeoed 
a):  time  mis^^pt  ^d  duties  i^pperformed. 
Minister's  had  nqt  redeemed  any  o^e  pled^ 
they  had  given^  th^y  claimed  much  merit 
for  obtaining  the  Reform  Bijl,  by  wpich, 
howpver^  hitherto  ^hey  hd4  been  the  only 
gainers,  and  now   they  even  |:^used  the 
opportunity  qf  amending  the  provision^  of 
that  Apt,  though  they  tiiliy  a4niitted  its 
numerqus  iqapexfections ;  with  wqnted  in- 
consistency they  al^ged  the  fl^e§t  labour 
of  the  undertaking,  and  yet  ifrould  defer 
the  period  of  commeqcing  it  to  their  more 
convenient  season,  and  rejected  the  prof. 
fered  aid  of  a  Coniraittee.     Not  a  shadow 
of  an  argupient  had  been  adduced  a^ust 
his  Motion,  he  had  established  the  fact,  tiiat 
m^ny  techi)icaj  errors  existe4  ip  the  Act, 
and  as  by  a  singular  coincidence  they  had 
this  dayballpjed  forthe  last  plectipn  Com- 
mittee arising  out  of  ^  general  election. 
!  ample  means  and  time  would  be  affordca 
I  for  benefitting  by  the  decisions  of  aU  the 
Election  Committiees  of  tl^e  Session,  no  less 
than  J3y  the  evidence  of  the  conflicting  de- 
terminations of  the  Revising  Barristers  and 
I^eturnipg  Officers. 

Mr.  At/shfqrd  Sajiford  wa^  anxious, 
that  the  improvement  of  the  Bill  should  be 
left  to  Ministers.  He  djd  not  think  it  would 
be  prudent  to  place  tjie  question  in  the 
hands  of  others,  fic  wisjied  the  measure 
of  IJeform  tp  be  hrQUj^h(  to  perfection  bj 
the  exertions  of  tl^^  who,  in  the  lost  par* 
liafnent,  hstd  lah9ured  so  steadily,  and  ao 
successfully,  ii^  .carrying  ^  measure  which 
had  given  joreat  satij^i^ct^on  tp  tbp  country. 
He,  therefore,  woul4  (^  op  the  nolue 
Lo]r4;  and  on  t^  Goyprmn^ent  ^eneraUjr^ 
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te  4m^  Vllf  |l»Fr  te  WM^  n^  8t«tc  thi^t 
it  ^a«  \^eiT  ^Qc}4cd  determination  to  brjag 
fftfWfM^^  thott^  A^endfiienti»  find  that^  too, 
lyi^oif t  ai^y  deliyr,  which  might  b^  deemed 
nep^ry  tfl  reni^er  tK^  xnei^ure  i^  every 
rpmeci  unobi^tionable  ? 

The  Solicitor  Genera^  assured  the  House^ 
f|ia^  Gpyernment  h^  paid  the  d^pcst  at- 
^niioR  to  every  §Hgg^tion  (hat  hsb4  heen 
thro^^  out  for  the  impfoven^ent  of  the 
pill.  Eyery  uroposed  Amendment  had  re- 
ceive^ due  cpqHJderation.  Ministers  wished 
|o  dq  every  thing  that  would  6e  conducive 
to  th^  puUip  benent ;  and  they  hoped  that 
they  )vq^ld  be  able,  in  the  ne^t  Session  of 
Paui4(Q^t>  to  bring  forward  such  Amend- 
inents  as  would  give  general  satisfaction. 

]^]p.  Wallace  was  of  opinion  that  there 
was  1)0  necessity  for  putting  qffj  even  for 
an  hpur,  any  projected  Amendments  in  the 
Bill.  There  -^tj^  not  a  Gentleman  in  thq 
Hoqsc  wl^q  must  npt  be  aware,  that  in  con« 
s^uence  of  ti^e  ambiguity  of  a  portion  of 
the  Bill,  much  inisconstructipn  had  taken 

Sl^ce.  It  was  not  yet  settled  whether  the 
edsion  of  the  revising  barrister  was  io  be 
con^id^ed  final  pr  not.  That  was  a  most 
important  pointy  and  ought  forthwith  to  be 
set  at  rest. 

Bfc.  Charks  Biillcr  hoped,  that  thisMo- 
tion  would  be  pressed  to  a  division.  They 
had,  it  was  true,  h^rd  from  the  Solicitor 
Gencralj  that  Government  wpuld,  ip  the 
pef  t  Sc^on  of  Parliament,  take  up  the 
subject.  Now,  he  objected  to  this  delay 
fox  four  reasons — firsts  because  his  Majes- 
ty's ^{inisters  ipight  not  perhaps  be  his 
l^HJesty's  I^iniaters  next  Session;  and, 
therefore,  ihey  might  not  have  it  in  their 
power  to  r^ecm  tne  pledge  which  they 
had  hastened  to  give ;  second,  because  they 
had  quite  enough  to  do  without  adding 
this  task  to  their  bu^liens ;  third,  because 
they  had  managed  so  badly  almost  every 
thing  whipli  they  had  taken  in  hand,  that 
he  was  not  inclined  to  give  them  much 
credit  for  their  future  efibrts ;  and,  fourth, 
because  he  conceived  that  any  alteration  in 
the  measure  should  rather  proceed  from  that 
House  than  from  his  Majesty's  Ministers. 
He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  defects  pointed 
out  called  for  immediate  revision ;  and  he, 
therefore,  was  not  willing  to  allow  the  pre- 
sent Session  to  pass  over  without  amending 
the  Bill,  merely^ecause  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral had  stated,  that  something  would  he 
done  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  Session. 
Mr.  Ellice  )iad  not  expected  such  anim- 
adyersbns  on  the  Government  from  the 
bon*  Member  vUq  bad  just  nt  dgwn^  espe- 


cially as  io  ^neral  the  hon.  Member  placed 
confidence  in  the  measures  of  Government. 
He  thought,  that  they  should  not  have  been 
subject  to  such  remarks,  it  they  had  had 
no  other  merit  than  that  of  having  made 
so  great  apd  successful  an  experiment  as 
the  Reform  BiU  was  admitted  on  all  hands 
to  be.  If  the  subject  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's Motion  were  as  simple  as  had  been 
stated  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke 
on  the  other  side,  he  saw  no  occasion  for 
the  ajprpointment  of  a  Committee.  He 
(Mr.  Ellice)  did  not,  however,  consider  it 
of  little  importance.  He  would  only  ajk 
the  Hpuse  to  give  the  Government  a  little 
time — to  consider  the  multiplicity  of  busi- 
ness in  which  they  were  already  engaged. 
He  hoped  that  the  House  would  not  force 
them  to  the  immediate  appointment  of  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  a  subject  whiph 
the  Government  were  pledged  to  take  into 
their  consideration  as  speedily  as  possible. 
He  had  no  doubt,  that  if  a  Committee  wefe 
appointed,  it  would  be  expected  that  some 
Member  of  the  Government  would  be  a 
member  of  it;  but  he  would  beg  the 
House  to  observe,  that  the  time  of  every 
member  of  the  Government  was  already  so 
much  occupied  with  the  consideration  of 
the  momentous  questions  to  come  shortly 
before  the  House,  or  on  the  Committees 
already  appointed  and  then  sitting,  that  it 
was  impossible  for  them  to  attend  to  this 
subject  at  present.  He  repeated,  l^owever^ 
that  all  that  was  wished  for,  was  a  little 
delay  till  such  time  as  the  present  pressure 
of  business  would  be  disposed  of. 

The  original  Motion  was  withdrawn^ 
and  the  House  divided  on  Mr.  Warburtoii's 
Amendment. — Ayes  68;  Noes  94:  Ma- 
jority 26. 
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Emancipation  op  the  Jews.]  Mr. 
Robert  Grant  moved  the  second  reading  of 
the  Jews'  Civil  Disabilities  Bill. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis  opposed  the  Motion. 
This  subject  was  one  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, and  he  believed  there  was  none 
against  which  an  appeal  could  be  made  to 
the  country  with  more  certainty  of  success; 
but  that  was  not  the  way  in  which  he 
wished  to  see  this  or  any  other  great  ques- 
tion decided.  He  would  oppose  it  in 
every  stage,  because  he  looked  upon  it  as 
bad  in  principle  and  pregnant  with  the 
worst  consequences.  The  question  reduced 
itself  to  this :  was  the  supreme  legislative 
authority  of  the  country  to  be  Christian, 
professing  one  common  faith  and  one  com- 
mon hope,  or  was  it  to  consist  of  those  who 
denied  Christianity,  who  regarded  the  Christ 
himself  and  the  most  sacred  characters  of 
our  religion  as  blasphemers,  as  idolaters,  as 
persons  hateful  to  God  and  accursed  among 
men  ?  The  present  was  not  a  light  or 
trivial  question,  and  he  regretted  that  none 
of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  were  present, 
with  the  exception  of  the  right  hon.  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Control,  who  prob. 
ably  attended  because  the  subject  had  been 
brought  forward  by  his  right  hon.  relative. 
In  his  opinion,  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  been  in  their  places,  and 
if  they  were  not  prepared  to  take  a  decided 
course  in  relation  to  a  hill  so  important, 
they  ought,  at  least,  to  condescend  to  listen 
to  what  could  be  urged  on  the  question. 
He  was  sorry  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Robert  Grant)  had  not  proposed 
the  second  reading  in  a  speech  to  which  he 
might  have  replied ;  but  as  that  had  not  been 
done,  it  only  remained  for  him  to  answer 
some  of  the  observations  made  by  the  right 
bon.  Gentlcmaa  on  a  former  evening.    On 


that  occasion  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  had 
fallen  into  one  or  two  misstatements  as  to 
the  precedents  to  be  found  in  the  treatment 
of  the  Jews  by  other  nations  ;  not  that  be 
(Sir  Robert  Inglis)  admitted,  that  we  were 
to  be  governed  by  such  precedents^  but, 
precedents  having  been  referred  to^  it 
would  be  as  well  that  they  should  be 
stated  correctly.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man stated,  that  in  Hamburgh  and  Prusaa, 
the  condition  of  the  Jews  was  very  differ- 
ent from  what  it  ever  had  been  in  this 
country,  and  that  he  wished  to  raise  British 
Jews  to  the  same  level  as  the  Jews  of 
Prussia.  Now,  it  appeared  from  the  appen- 
dix to  the  Commons  Report  of  1816,  that, 
according  to  the  constitution  of  Hamburgh, 
no  person  not  of  the  Lutheran  persuasion 
was  eligible  to  civil  office;  so  that  there 
existed  the  best  evidence  to  prove,  that  up 
to  1816,  the  eligibility  of  the  Jews  to  civil 
office,  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  bad 
assumed,  did  not  exist  in  Hamburgh.  The 
result  also  of  some  inquiries  which  he  had 
made,  and  of  some  trustworthy  oommunica- 
tions  which  he  had  received,  enabled  him  to 
state,  that  in  Prussia,  in  the  years  1811.12, 
the  Jews  were  permitted  to  purchase  land, 
to  exercise  trades  and  callings,  and  to  take 
academic  honours;  but  the  question  of 
eligibility  to  civil  office  was  reserved,  and 
had  never  since  been  decided,  while  the  ad- 
mission of  Jews  to  academic  honours  which 
formerly  was  the  law,  was  repealed.  But, 
admitting  the  entire  facts  as  originally 
stated,  what  did  they  prove  more  than  this 
— that  in  a  country  with  an  absolate  go. 
vemment  at  the  time,  and  which  was  still 
without  a  liberal  constitution,  the  Jews  had 
been  admitted  to  certain  privileges,  which 
under  an  absolute  or  ^uajt  absolute  govern- 
ment, might  be  extended  and  withdrawn  in 
the  same  breath  >  What  example  was  this 
for  a  government  such  as  ours,  supposing 
the  facts  to  be  precisely  as  stated  by  the 
right  hoii.  Gentleman,  which,  however,  be 
denied?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
also  instanced  the  cases  of  France  and 
America ;  and  he  would  then  take  the  op- 
portunity to  correct  a  mistake  into  which 
he  had  himself  fallen,  in  reference  to  one 
of  those  countries.  He  had  said  on  a  former 
occasion,  that  althotigh  Jews  were  legally 
admissible  to  civil  office  in  France  and  the 
United  States,  yet  that  the  law  had  never 
been  carried  into  effect,  and  that  no  Jew 
had  ever  sat  in  the  French  Chambers  or 
the  American  Congress.  He  was  not  satis- 
fied, that  he  had  misstated  the  fact  as 
regarded  America.  It  had  been  stated  that 
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Jews  were  members  of  some  of  the  local 
legislative  assemblies,  but  it  did  not  appear 
that  they  ever  sat  in  Congress.  With 
respect  to  Fnuicej  he  had  b^n  informed, 
that  five  Jews  had  sat  in  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies;  he  could  not  say  whether  the 
statement  was  correct  or  not,  but,  having 
no  reason  to  suspect  the  motives  of  his  in- 
formant, he  supposed  that  the  fact  was  so, 
and  that  he  had  been  betrayed  into  a  mis- 
take  on  the  subject.  He  argued,  however, 
that  the  House  ought  to  look  at  the  ques- 
tion, not  in  reference  to  the  precedents 
established  by  other  states,  differently  cir- 
cumstanced, but  with  reference  to  the 
spirit  and  practice  of  the  British  Constitu- 
tion and  the  principles  of  the  Christian 
religion.  We  should  not  be  governed  by 
the  example  of  a  latitudinarian  republic  on 
the  one  hand,  nor.  by  that  of  a  worse  than 
latitudinariun  monarchy  on  the  other.  In 
Prussia,  he  believed,  there  were  colleges 
exclusively  for  the  education  of  the  Jews, 
and  perhaps  it  was  to  such  establishments 
his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Grant)  alluded.  In 
one  of  the  states  of  America,  Pennsylvania, 
there  was  this  remarkable  principle  of  legis- 
lation, that  if  a  person  believed  in  a 
Supreme  Ruler  no  further  question  was  to 
be  asked  as  to  his  religion,  but  that  no  pcr- 
sou  could  be  admissible  to  civil  office  who 
did  not  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
lliis  excluded  the  principle  of  latitudina- 
riun indiiSerence  upon  which  the  present 
Bill  proceeded,  which  he  feared  was  based 
on  a  disregard  for  their  common  Chris- 
tianity. He  did  not  mean  to  charge  his 
right  hon.  friend  who  brought  in  the  Bill 
with  this  kind  of  indifierence,  but  such  as 
actually  felt  it,  would  proceed  exactly  in 
the  same  manner  as  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  proceeded.  If  the  argument  for  the 
admissibility  of  the  Jews  were  good  for 
anything,  it  applied  with  equal  force  to 
cveiy  natural-bom  subject  of  the  King, 
whether  Turk,  heathen,  or  infidel.  There 
were  peculiarities  in  the  manners  and  cus- 
toms of  che  Jews  which  incapacitated  them 
for  incorporation  with  the  people  of  any 
other  country.  This  appeared  even  in  the 
common  article  of  food.  He  remarked, 
that  during  the  war  application  was  made 
from  Brighton  (as  we  understood)  to  have 
a  person  sent  down  there  to  prepare  meat 
in  the  peculiar  way  required  by  this  peo- 
ple. They  never  did,  and  never  could, 
consider  themselves  in  any  other  light  than 
as  strangers  and  sojourners  in  the  land. 
This,  however^  was  a  question  which  ought 

to  be  decidedi  xwt  upon  trinal^  but  upon 


the  highest  grounds  of  policy.  The  fact 
was,  that  a  Jew  could  never  be  made  an 
Englishman,  even  though  he  be  bom  here. 
So  long  as  he  looked  ^rward  to  another 
kingdom,  his  sympathies  would  be  given 
more  to  a  Jew  in  Paris  or  in  Warsaw,  than 
to  a  person  residing  in  the  same  or  in  the 
next  country  to  him.  It  had  been  said,  that 
if  they  were  deprived  of  civil  power  they 
ought  not  to  be  subjected  to  civil  duties. 
The  performance  of  civil  duties  was  only  a 
just  return  for  the  protection  they  received 
from  the  State,  and  gave  them  no  just  claim 
to  civil  power.  He  had  heard  it  said  by 
one  of  the  most  eloquent  men  who  adorned 
that  House,  the  hon.  member  for  Leeds, 
that  the  denial  of  political  power  was  per* 
secution,  and  that  the  principle  of  such 
denial  would  carry  victims  to  an  atUo  dafe. 
Now,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's 
own  friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, had,  as  stated  this  evening,  prevented 
the  agents  of  candidates  from  voting ;  was 
he  therefore  prepared  to  bum  such  agents ; 
or  any  exciseman,  whom  he  equally  dc- 
prived  of  the  elective  franchise  ?  If  the 
present  boon  was  not  a  fit  one  for  a  Chris, 
tian  legislature  to  grant,  it  was  not  a  fit 
one  for  the  Jewish  people  to  receive. 
There  were  two  great  divisions  of  the  Jews, 
and  the  Jews  who  yet  preserved  their 
Scriptural  character  did  not  desire  the  boon 
proposed  to  them  by  his  right  hon.  friend. 
Had  any  synagogue  petitioned  in  favour  of 
the  measure  ?  While  the  Catholic  question 
was  under  consideration,  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic bishops  and  clergy  expressed  an  opinion 
on  it,  and  sent  in  petitions  as  well  as  the 
laity.  There  was  nothing  of  the  kind  in 
the  present  case.  The  Jews,  as  a  religious 
body,  had  sent  in  no  petitions.  There 
were  Jews  who,  on  conscientious  grounds, 
were  averse  to  any  such  concession ;  and  he 
had  received  a  communication  to  that  effect 
from  one  of  them,  the  Rabbi  Crool,  a  learned 
man,  teacher  of  Hebrew  in  one  of  our  uni- 
versities. He  said  in  his  letter,  "  The 
start  for  emancipation,  aa  it  is  called,  was 
got  up  by  a  few  obscure  persons  of  the 
Jewish  persuasion  who  thirsted  for  worldly 
honours.  Remember  this,"  said  he  to  hu 
brethren,  "  you  can  be  no  freemen  except 
in  the  land  of  Canaan.  One  Jew,  indeed, 
in  Egypt,  and  three  or  four  in  Babylon, 
were  admitted  to  places  of  trust  and  honour, 
but  this  happened  by  reason  of  inspiration 
and  a  mission  from  above.  Jtws,"  said 
he,  "  whether  they  spend  two  days,  or  two 
months,  or  twenty  years  in  a  country,  are 
equally  strangers  and  sojourners*    They 
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inu^t  Ippk  to  finptb^r  }iome  aitd  unptber ; 
country."    The  qght  )ion.  Gentleman  h^a  ' 
not  showp  iWtt^lie  Jeyf-s  d^sir^dtbUchsmge; 
and  if  he  had  done  spj  still  he  never  could  ; 
shqvr  tn^t  t|ie  cb^nee  ought  to  be  m^e.  | 
This  -e^ect  of  the  cnapge  wpuld  be  to  u|i- 
phristianise  the  land>  ^nd  it  wpuld  be  impos- 
sihip,  upon  ^ip^il^F  principles^  to  resist  thp 
claipa^  of  adi^siontq  the  Legislature  of  any 
sectj^  whatever  its  colour  or  creed,  so  that 
the  Members  of  it  were  subjects  of  the 
King.    The  Jews  viewed  Chtlst  ^s  an  im- 
postor^  ^nd  a  blaspheme^*  ^bey  spoke  of 
lim  always  as  ^^the  banged  one:"  and 
with  such  opinions  bow  coi^ld  they  be  ad- 

Sitted  to  tne  British  Legislature  without 
ncbristianising  it?  The  hon.  Baronet 
concluded  by  moving,  that  the  Bill  bp  read 
a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

Mr.  Siticlair  said,  that  in  seconding  the 
Motibp  of  his  hqn.  friend,  he  should  not 

?etain  the  House  aboye  a  very  few  minutes, 
n  fact,  it  ap|)eared  to  him  that  ibis  questiqn 
resolved  itself  into  the  narrowest  possible 
compi^9s.  fie  had  pnly  one  single  argu- 
ment to  advance  ip  support  of  his  opinion 
-rnt^ipely,  that  this  was  a  Christian  coun- 
try and  a  Christian  Legislature,  and  that 
it  was  inconsistent  with'  their  duty  and  al- 
legii|nc^  towards  the  God  whom  they  wor- 
shipped^  to  admit  those  persons  to  occupy  the 
him^est  station,  or  to  become  Members  of 
this  House,  by  whqm  he,  whom  we  ac- 
knowledged as  over  alli  God  blessed  for 
ever,  was  denounced  as  a  crucified  imposr 
tor.  They  wou^d  desecrate  the  religion  of 
thp  country  by  such  a  course,  and  obliter- 
ate that  Christi»n  character  whicb  had 
hitherto  distinguished  our  legislative  as. 
semblies,  and  which  was  recognized  in  the 
very  prayers  by  which  the  proceedings  of 
that  House  were  daily  ushered  in.  He 
knew,  that  in  these  days  of  religious  liber- 
alism, he  should  be  denounced  as  a  fanatic, 
pn  accpunt  of  the  sentiments  which  he  nov^ 
ventured  to  express  ;  but  for  this  he  was 
fixlly  prepared.  Being  convinced  that  he 
was  dupharging  his  duty  conscientiously  to- 
wards his  country  and  towards  his  God,  and 
that  he  w§s  not  actuated  by  any  feeling  of 
unkindness  or  disrespect  towards  the  Jew^ 
whose  respectability  and  moral  conduct  he 
did  not  presump  to  disparage,  he  should 
offer  hin  decided  opposition  to  this  Bill,  and 
rejoice  tp  be  counted  worthy  to  suffer  shame 
in  such  a  cause. 

Mr.  Buckingham  said,  that  when  he 
entered  the  House,  he  had  no  intention  to 
take  ^art  in  the  Debate,  though  he  should 
on  this  as  on  a  former  occasion^  give  the 


measppe  thp  $^pport  of  his  vote*  Spm  of 
the  pbseryations,  hP^^Y*^  %\t^^  }^^  V^'^ 
froi9  the  hon.  ipovpr  a^^d  ^ppqndpr  pf  tW 
4mep4n^ent^  ap|K;ftred  to  hii|i  89  e^it^n^in- 
aiy  tha(  he  felt  it  his  dutj  t^  uppcxip  tbeni. 
t'he  hpn.  puppet,  the  mei^ber  fa^  the 
University  of  Oxfprfl^  had  o^ ect^  iq  the 

?rii^ciple  of  the  Bill,  hepau^  it  >f  o^d  ydniiit 
lindops,  Mahon;i|ipdan9,  ^nd  l^^fve^ 
ec^ually  wi^h  Jews,  to  a  aesi^  in  th^  |(ntish 
Legislatuce.  In  practice,  he  did  npt  con- 
ceive thpre  would  be  anything  ^o  appre- 
bend  pn  that  score — as  it  \fa«  pxoe^dingly 
improhable  that  such  persona  ^Qu]id  become 
candidates  for  that  honour.  $ut  in  principle, 
he  9aw  i|o  objection  whatever,  to  tl^e  ad- 
mission pf  ^^y  British  subject^  who  should 
be  freely  chosep,  by  a  lpg4^y  quali^ed  con- 
stituency, to  a  seat  iq  that  Houspi  Whatever 
might  be  his  pppuliar  views  on  religiouB 
subjects.  The  qualities  required  for  a 
good  legislator^  we^,  intelligence,  experi- 
ence, and  iiitegrity ;  and  these  were  pos- 
sessed by  Jews  in  as  large  a  degree  as  by 
Christians.  Of  their  intelligehoe  few 
would  doubt ;  indeed,  the  general  impres- 
sion was,  that  in  matters  of  business  they 
were  sp  much  more  clever  and  penetrating 
than  ourselves,  that  it  requ^rpd  to  ordinary 
care  tp  match  them  in  skilful  negotiation. 
In  experience  they  were  quite  our  equals, 
as  their  range  of  obseri^ation  and  their 
sphere  of  transactions  was  generally  more 
enlarged  than  our  own.  And  in  integrity, 
they  stood  as  high  in  aQ  pecuniary  and 
mercantile  obligations,  as  any  sect  or  class 
of  people  that  could  be  named.  In  all  po- 
litical and  mqral  qualities,  they  were,  there- 
fore, fit  to  be  liepresentatives ;  and'  what- 
ever might  be  their  religious  opinioi^s,  they 
were  answerable  for  these,  not  to  anv 
human  tribunal,  but  to  the  great  Judmc  of 
all.  The  same  arguments  which  had  sd 
triumphantly  carri^  the  Catholic  I^elief 
Bill,  applied  equally  to  this  measure  of 
Emancipation  for  the  Jews,  as  they  were 
founded  on  one  grand  principle  of  tolera- 
tion— that  no  peculiarity  of  opinion  on  re- 
ligious matters,  no  singularity  of  specula- 
tive but  conscientious  helief,  ought 'to  de- 
prive any  British  aubject  of  an  equal  particL 
pation  with  all  other  British  subjects  of  any 
civil  right  and  nrivilege  pf  the  State.  It  had 
been  contended,  that  the  Jews  were  so  ex- 
clusive 1^  people,  that  they  were  not  to  be 
trusted  on  that  account.  He  confessed  that 
his  acquaintance  with  the  Jewish  nation  in 
various  countries  of  the  earth,  induced  him 
to  believe  that  they  were  no  more  exdustve 
than  the  people  of  any  other  9^ctf    Lik« 


I 


63 


Smqnf:^ion 


{Hay  23} 


qf  the  /w^ 


Pi 


gU  o||ief  pen  t|)|By  wqre  tl|p  creatVfes  of 
pircumstiiQces,  ai^d  of  tlie  legidiition  under 
firhich  tl^ej    lived*     In  countries  ivhere 
they  vere  most  pevevply  peirsecuted,  there 
ihpj  asQpqated  n^ore  c^omj  together  for 
ponsohitioQ.    |n  countries  where  (he^  were 
most  lihenlly  treatedi  there  their  afiections 
hecame  more  and  more  expanded  hey  ond  thei|: 
narrow  circle-    Tbp:)Ughout  the  Eastern 
world  tbep:  degradation  ivas  extreme,  be- 
cause the  treatijiient   they    received  was 
cruelly  unjust    In  Europe  they  were  a 
more  enlightened  t^nd  a  more  elevat^  race, 
because  their  persecutions  were  less  severe ; 
and  wha^ver  of  inferiority  of  disqualifica- 
tion remained  to  adhere  to  them,  it  was  in 
our  power  to  remove :  as  by  placing  them 
o|i  a  level  with  purse^ves  in  the  enjoyment 
of  every  dyil  and    political  right,    they 
wquld  soon  hecopfe  our  equals  in  every 
moral  ^d  Intellectual  virtue.    This  pfiur 
pple  wais  to  him  so  clear— that  man  was 
the  creature  of  pircumstance  and  legislation, 
that  good  men  were  made  had  by  coercion 
and  (mpres^ion,  and  bad  men  converted  into 
flood  by  conciliation  and  by  freedom — ^that 
he  should  deem  it  unnecessary  to  enlarge 
upon  it,  by  way  of  argument  or  proof:  hut 
with  the  permission  ot  ^he  House,  he  would 
mention  one  strikinghistoric^lfact,  connected 
with  the  history  of  the  Parsees  in  India,  in 
illustratipn  of  the  truth  of  (he  sentiment 
here    professed,     ft    was  this:— At  the 
period  of  the  ^ohamip^n  conquest  of 
Persia^  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  were 
chiefly   fire-worshippers,   or   followers  of 
Zoroaster.     Tb^    prose)ytising    spirit   of 
Mohammedapism  made  the  great  bulk  of 
the  people   ppoverts  to  that  religion*    A 
small  remnaT)t  remained,  however,  faithful 
to  the  doctripes  of  their  fathers,  and  im. 
movable  in  their  attachment  to  their  opin- 
ions.   These  became  the  objects  of  especial 
persecution  j  and,  by  a  long  series  of  op- 
pressions, tney  ultimately  became  so  poor, 
tp  vicious,  and  so  degraded,  that  the  earth 
perhaps  hardly  contained  upon  itf  surface  a 
more  %Tuij  contemptible  class  of  men.    A 
portion  of  them  were  led  by  circumstances 
to  emirate  to  Guzerat,  one  of  the  provinces 
of  In£|,  Inhere,  meeting  with  somewhat 
better  tre^tn^ent,  they  sreatly  improved. 
Sqo^  ^tier,  fhey  proceeded  further  south, 
and  settled  in  the  Island  of  Bombay,  then 
under  the  government  of  the  Portuguese, 
where  tl^ey  were  admitted  to  the  equal  en- 
joyi^^nt  or  all  the  civil  privileges  enjoyed  by 
the    Portuguese  tliemselves.    From   that 
period  they  beg«n   to  impr9ve  in  every 
IPeip^i  «fi4  ^  ^  present  momenti  while 


the  Gpebrs,  or  fire-^qph}gppr«  of  tiie 
oriffinal  race,  i|qw  remaiufng  in  persi^,  are 
still  among  the  mpst  isnqrapt  ^d  4^Pfflve4 
of  the  inhahitai^t^  pf  that  cq^nt^y^  the 
Parsees  in  India,  a  part  of  the  self-samp  stpck, 
have  advanced  99  rapi()ly  in  improyement, 
that  they  ^re  amqpg  the  mosf  intelligent 
and  virtuous  of  all  the  Ipdiau  fribes— 
lyell  acquainted  Tyi^h  the  English  language 
— versed  in  European  9ciences-:-formipg 
partners  in  some  of  the  first  ppg)i$h  nuu^ 
of  business  (a  distinguished  Parsee,  a^ 
Bombay,  havingbeen  a  partner  in  the  firm 
of  Sir  Charles  Forbes,  lately  ^  Member  ii 
that  House);  and  thoug]i  originally  the  in- 
habitants of  an  inland  country,  Persia, 
without  any  maritime  fleet,  and  where  a 
ship  was  scarcely  evef  seen,  they  had  nonf 
become  the  finest  ship-bqilders  in  the 
world;  constructing  in  the  arsenafs  of 
Bombay,  ships  of  war  of  the  largest  dass^ 
for  the  British  navy,  which  were  drafted, 
moulded,  built,  and  launched  entirely  by 
Parsees ;  and,  on  their  arrival  in  this  coun- 
try, were  the  envy  of  ^hp  British  builder  in 
the  dock-yards  of  Plymouth,  Portsmouth, 
Deptford,  and  Sheerness ;  apd  the  admira- 
tion of  British  seamen,  \yhereyer  they 
were  seen.  One  word  more,  and  ne  wquld 
conclude  the  fe\y  ob^vations  which  he 
had  felt  it  his  duty  to  offer  to  the  House. 
The  hon.  Memt^r  whp  had  seconded  the 
Amendment  had  said,  that  the  very  circum- 
stance of  our  comn^encing  the  proceedings 
of  each  day  with  Christian  prayer  offered 
up  in  the  nanio  of  the  Saviour,  lyas  with 
him  a  sufficient  reason  for  the  exclusion  of 
the  Jews.  Now,  he  beggpd  to  say,  that 
thongh  this  might  be  a  reason  that  might 
operate  upon  the  Jews  themselves,  so  as  to 
prevent  their  attending  the  House  while 
such  prayers  were  offering  up,  it  could  be 
no  possible  reason  why  we  should  not 
admit  them  if  they  chose  to  attend.  The 
public  worship  in  every  Christian  Church 
conimenced  w^th  prayers,  and  the  nape  of 
the  Saviour  was  invqked  thrpughput.  ^ut 
would  any  one  contend  that  this  was  a 
reason  why  we  should  by  law  exclude  all 
Jews  from  entering  such  Churches?  That 
was  surely  their  amiir,  and  not  ours.  T^ay, 
so  contrary  was  our  conduct  to  the  princi- 
ples thus  avowed,  that  we  had  refigious 
societies  expressly  formed  to  promote  the 
conversion  of  the  Jews,  and  we  did  all  in 
oi^r  power  to  persuade  them  to  attend 
places  of  Christian  worship,  and  become 
believers  in  the  faith  that  we  ourselves 
professed.  Af^er  all,  however,  tif  e  question 
w)iether  Jews  ibpuld  find  admission  mto  the 
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British  Senate,  was  one  which  depended 
rather  upon  the  electors  of  England,  than  up- 
on the  Jews  themselves.  In  an  un-reformed 
Parliament,  when  seats  for  boroughs  were 
bought  and  sold  openly  in  the  market, 
there  might  be'  great  facility  in  a  wealthy 
Jew  becoming  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
Commons^  by  the  purchase  of  a  seat  from  a 
patron  or  a  peer.  But  under  the  present 
constitution  of  Parliament,  he  would  have 
to  present  himself  to  some  independent 
constituency,  and  must  obtain  the  prefer- 
ence of  the  majority  of  the  electors  before 
he  could  be  returned  as  duly  chosen.  There 
was  no  one  <who  knew  the  prejudices  still 
lingering  among  the  uneducated  classes 
against  the  Jews,  that  could  conceive  this 
an  easy  task,  or  a  very  probable  event. 
But  if  it  should  be  so,  if  a  free  constituency 
should  choose  for  their  Representative  an 
able  an  intelligent  a  liberal  and  an  upright 
man,  without  considering  his  religious 
opinions  to  be  a  disqualification,  why  should 
the  law  interpose  to  prevent  their  choice 
being  carried  into  effect,  as  freely  as  the 
choice  of  any  other  body  of  electors  in  the 
kingdom.^  The  portals  of  the  Senate 
should  be  tlurown  open  to  talent  and  to 
integrity,  in  whatever  class  it  might  be 
found.  Religious  belief  should  be  held  too 
sacred  to  be  violated  or  disturbed  by  man 
except  in  the  way  of  persuasion  and  of 
prayer.  Christianity  was  of  too  noble,  too 
exalted,  and  too  divine  a  character,  to 
require  such  unworthy  aids  as  persecution 
and  oppression ;  and  they  who  dreaded  lest 
the  admission  of  a  single  Jew  into  the 
Senate  of  the  land,  should  Un-christianize 
the  country,  and  destroy  the  religion  of  the 
Gospel,  passed,  themselves,  the  severest 
censure  of  condemnation  on  that  very  faith, 
in  which  they  professed  to  believe,  but  the 
foundations  of  which  they  thought  so  un- 
stable as  to  be  thus  easily  overthrown ! 
For  these,  and  for  other  reasons,  which, 
had  time  permitted,  he  would  have  stated 
more  in  detail,  but  from  which,  at  the  pre- 
sent late  hour,  he  would  abstain,  he  should 
give  this  liberal  measure  of  his  Majesty's 
Govemmait  his  very  humble  but  sincere 
and  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Finch  was  entirely  opposed  to  the 
Bill.  It  had  been  admitted  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  proposed  the  Bill,  that 
few  or  no  petitions  had  been  presented  from 
the  parties  interested  in  its  favour,  which 
he  (Mr.  Finch)  could  not  but  regard 
as  an  innovation  of  the  British  Constitu- 
tion. The  real  question  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Uousej  was  not  one  as  to  the 


degradation,  but  of  the  exaltation,  of  the 
Jewish  nation.  In  matters  of  right  the 
Jews  were  already  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  subjects ; 
and^  unless  he  was' greatly  mistaken,  they 
enjoyed  the  privileges  of  other  subjects  with 
reference  to  the  protection  of  their  lives  and 
properties  and  the  right  of  sp^h,  and, 
indeed,  all  other  rights  that  were  enjoyed 
by  all  other  classes,  with  the  exception  only 
of  certain  conventional  rights,  in  which  re- 
spect they  were  only  similarly  lurcum- 
stanced  to  many  individuals  who  £d  not  even 
yet  enjoy  the  right  to  vote  for  Representatives 
in  Parliament.  He  must  maintain,  that 
no  man  was  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  fiH 
the  important  office  of  a  Judge  in  this 
country  who  denied  a  most  important  por- 
tion of  the  Common  Law  of  the  land.  The 
proposition  tended  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
Church  establishment,  and  he  was  inclined 
to  believe,  that  it  was  on  this  account  that 
the  Bill  had  obtained  the  support  of  many 
individuals.  However,  he  was  convinced, 
that  the  great  body  of  the  Protestants  of 
this  country  were  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
proposition,  and  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
vote  against  it. 

Sir  Oswald  Mosley  said,  that  if  the 
Bin  now  before  the  House  were  per- 
mitted to  pass  into  a  law,  the  Legisla- 
ture would  no  longer  deserve  the  name 
of  Christians.  He  should  op|X)se  the  mea- 
sure for  the  removal  of  the  disabiii- 
lities  of  Jews,  whose  case  bore  no  analogy, 
as  had  been  argued,  to  that  of  Roman 
Catholics.  The  Roman  Catholics  though 
many  errors  might  have  crept  into  their 
Ch  urch,  were  Christians,  and  he  believed ,  that 
among  them  there  were  as  many  pious  and 
conscientious  communicants  as  belonged  to 
any  other  Christian  body  or  sect.  Any  c('n- 
cessions  which  had  been  made  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  afiforded  no  precedent  for  putting 
upon  the  same  par  with  them  a  class  of 
men  who  blasphemed  the  sacred  name  of 
Jesus.  QCries  of  "  No^  no."]  Hon.  Mem. 
hers  might  express  their  dissent  from  this 
statement,  but  he  should  be  glad  to  bear 
the  sentiments  of  the  Jews  themselvesL 
He  did  not  wish  to  speak  ill  of  the  Jews  as 
a  body,  but  he  believed  his  statement  was 
correct.  If  the  proposed  Bill  was  permitted 
to  pass,  it  was  on  the  verge  of  possibility^ 
nay,  it  was  not  unlikely— that  a  Jew  might 
be  called  upon  to  fill  the  Speaker's  Chair. 
In  such  a  case  could  he  be  present  during 
prayers ;  or,  if  so,  would  not  it  be  a  solemn 
mockery  of  Christianity  ?  In  short,  he  for 
one  hoped  never  to  see  such  a  Bill  carriedj 
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for  he  thought  such  an  event  would  open 
thei  llood^tes  of  ultra-toleration  upon  the 
Legislature  of  the  land.  By  passing  such 
a  Bill  the  House  would  he  Christian  only 
nominally  and  not  in  reality^  and  would 
inilict  an  irreparable  injury  upon  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  country. 

Dr.  Lvskington  said,  some  of  the  hon. 
Members,  who  were  the  loudest  and  most 
vehement  in  their  professions  of  Christian- 
ity, seemed  at  tlie  very  moment  of  making 
these  professions,  to  overlook  the  chiefei»t 
Christian  doctrine,  inasmuch  as  they  im- 
puted intentions,  and  ascribed  motives  to  an 
intelligent  and  upright  race  of  men,  with 
a  view  to  fix  on  them  deprivations,  degra- 
dations, and  exclusions,  against  which,  if 
they  suffered  one-twentieth  part  of  them 
in  their  own  proper  persoils,  they  would 
cry  out  as  a  grievous  iniustice,  and  as  the 
offspring  of  the  most  malignant  intentions. 
He  would  send  them  back  to  their  Bible, 
he  would  tell  them  to  study  it  with  greater 
ailvantage,  and  they  would  learn  from  it, 
that  one  of  its  great  doctrines  was  to  do 
unto  others  as  they  would  be  done  unto. 
Those  who  opposed  this  Bill  were  bound 
to  show,  that  mischief  to  the  State  would 
ensue    from    removing    the    disqualifica- 
tions, which,  as  the    general  rule,  were, 
by  the  Constitution,  not  to  be  imposed  on 
any  dass  without  some  great  necessity. 
Much  reliance  had  been  placed  on  the  doc* 
trines,  that    Parliament  was    exclusively 
Christian ;  he  denied  that  there  was  any 
foundation  for  making  that  assertion.     He 
wished  to  know  in  which  of  our  ^reat  Con- 
stitutional Authorities,  that  far-famed  doc- 
trine was  laid  down  ?  If  he  had  found  it,  he 
would  not  be  contented  withany  authorities ; 
he  would  have  gone  to  the  foundation  of 
the  doctrine  itself;  and  if  he  had  found,  that 
the  doctrine  was  productive  of  evil,  or  pro. 
duced  injustice  to  any  class  of  men,   he 
would  have  been  one  of  the  first  to  erase 
such  a  law  from  the  Statute-book.     The 
complaint  was,  that  the  Jews  were  unso- 
cial ;  and  were  they  to  be  made  better 
by   being  kept    excluded    from    society? 
He  oould  not  anticipate  any  of  those  great 
evils  which  had  been  mentioned  as  likely 
to  result  from  qualifying  Jews  to  sit  in  that 
House.     It  was  a  matter  which  he  thought 
might  be  fairly  left  to  the  discrimination  of 
electors,  who  would  not  fail  to  select  the 
most  competent  individuals.     He  really 
thought  the  electors  did  not  require  the 
nursing  care  of  the  hon.  Baronet.    In  a 
politico-economical  point  of  view,  it  was  a 
great  folly  to  limit  the  market  for  virtue 


and  talent— which  would  be  the  case  if  this 
Bill  were  rejected.  The  opposition  to  it 
appeared  to  him  to  spring  from  the  cloister. 
He  did  not  mean  in  saymg  that,  to  allude 
to  the  old  ladies  who  resided  there.  He 
denied  that  the  Christian  religion  could  be 
at  all  endangered  by  such  a  concession. 
Every  objection  which  had  been  brought 
forward  on  the  present  occasion  had  been 
also  advanced  in  opposition  to  the  repeal  of 
the  Test  and  Corporation  Acts,  and  of  the 
Catholic  disabilities.  The  one  set  of  men 
had  been  denounced  as  idolaters,  and  the 
other  as  blasphemers ;  but  where  had  been 
the  injury  ?  He  agreed  with  the  hon. 
member  for  Sheffield,  that  if  the  natural 
course  of  human  motives  were  to  be  con- 
sulted, there  would  be  little  doubt  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Jews,  if  emancipated,  would 
redound  to  their  honour  and  to  our  benefit 

Mr.  Edward  Bulier  opposed  the  Bill. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple that  a  qualification  in  respect  of  pro. 
perty  was  necessary  for  a  seat  in  the  Icgis. 
lature,  a  qualification  with  reference  to  re- 
ligion might  be  demanded.  He  had  heard 
no  argument  yet  advanced  in  support  of  the 
measure  which  would  not  equally  apply 
to  the  concession  of  universal  sufirage. 
The  present  measure  was  calculated  to  fa- 
vour the  notion  which  he  had  seen  main, 
tained,  that  religion  had  no  influence  on 
daily  conduct,  which  was  regulated  by  a 
conventional  morality. 

Mr.  Plutnptre  observed,  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  (Dr.  Lushington)  had 
referred  the  House  to  the  Bible,  and  he 
found  there  that  '*  at  the  name  of  Jesus 
every  knee  should  bow."  Those  for  whose 
benefit  this  Bill  was  intended  rejected  that 
name,  and  on  that  ground  he  opposed  the 
BUL 

Mr.  Finn  defied  the  hon.  Member  to 
show  that  our  Saviour  had  intended  to 
leave  any  stigma  on  the  Jews.  It  would 
be  well  if  those  who  talked  of  Christianity 
practised  charity,  which  was  torn  up  by  the 
roots  by  persons  who  called  themselves 
Christians.  The  proof  lay  on  those  who 
opposed  the  introduction  of  the  Jews  into 
the  House. 

Mr.  Peire  observed,  that  if  he  believed 
this  Bill  was  dangerous  to  the  constitution, 
he  should  be  ready  to  resist  it ;  but  believ- 
ing that  difference  of  religious  sentiments 
was  not  a  sufficient  ground  for  exclusion 
from  civil  rights,  he  supported  the  second 
reading  in  order  to  prove  that  he  was  not 
actuated  by  any  of  the  sordid  motives  im. 
puted  to  Roman  Catholics.     He  considered 
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without  being  liable  to  civil  incapacity 

Lord  John  Rus$eU  was  unwilling  to  lose 
tl^e  opportunity  of  declaring  his  apjsrobation 
of  the  principle  of  tliis  Bill.  As  a  question 
of  practice^  he  coiild  not  understand  how 
iiie  Constitution  could  be  exposed  to  danger 
by  the  Bill.  The  number  of  Jews  in  Eng- 
land was  27>O00 ;  three  or  four  oiit  of  them 
might  be  called  to  the  Bar^  five  or  six  to 
inferior  offices  of  State,  and  one  or  two  to 
seats  in  that  douse;  but  they  might  be 
sure  they  would  never  hear  from  these 
letter  any  sentiments  which  woiild  lead  to 
the  opposition  of  the  peculiar  tenets  of  the 
Christian  and  the  Jewish  religions.  But 
although  it  was  of  no  great  importance  as  a 
question  of  practice^^  yet  it  was  of  great  im- 
portance as  a  question  of  principle;  for  if 
differences  in  religious  opinions  were  to  lead 
to  civil  disabilities,  they  ought  not  to  stop 
at  exclusion  from  Parliament,  but  otight  to 
go  the  fullest  extent— even  to  banishment 
and  death.  I'hey  sjiould  either  adopt  the 
principle  in  its  complete  application.  Or  not 
at  |dl.  tie  had  never  seen  aHy  reason  why 
a  Jevr  snould  hot  fulfil  all  tiie  autieft  of  a 
citizen :  why  he  should  not  act  as  honestly^ 
bravely,  and  patriotically  as  any  other 
English  subject. 

The  Hoiise  divided  on  the  Motion  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time— Ayes  ]59t 
Noes  52— Majority  10?. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LUt  of  the  Ayes. 
Clav,  W. 

•■    ji     ■ 


Aglionby,  H.  A. 
A II Wood,  T. 
Bainhrid^r)^,  £.  T. 
Baring,  F. 
Barneti,  C.  J. 
Seauclerk,  Major 

Sernal,  R. 
iddulph,  tt.  M. 
Bish,  T. 
filak«,Sir  F. 
Blamire,  W. 
Boi^H,  J. 
Brtggs,  R. 
Brougham,  J, 
Buckingham,.!.  S. 
BuUer,  J.  W. 
Buller,  C. 
liulwer,  II.  L. 
Burdett,  Slv  F. 
Byhg,G. 
CRm|)bell,  Sir  J. 
Carter,  J.  B. 
Cnyley.  Sir  O. 
CayU'v*  F*.  S. 
Chay{or,SirW. 
Childers,  J.  W. 


Clayton,  Col.  W.  R. 
CoUier,  J. 
Curteis,  H.  B. 
Dlllwyn,  L.  W. 
Dundas,  Hon.  Sir  R. 
DykbSi  F.  B. 
KbringtOD,  Visct. 
Kvans,  W. 
EVahs,  Colonel 
EWart,  W. 
Fen  ton,  Captain  L. 
Ferguson,  Gen.  Sir  R. 
Fordwich,  Visct. 
Fox,  S.  L. 
Fox,  Lieut.  Col. 
Ga.«keU,  D. 
Godson,  R. 
Goring,  H.  t). 
Grttie,  G. 
Hall,  B. 
Hindlfcy,  B. 
Hand  ley,  H. 
Hawkins,  J.  H. 
Heathcote^  J.  J. 
Heron.  Sir  R. 
Hill,  M.  D. 


Home,  Sir  W. 
Hoskins,  H. 
Howard,  P.  H. 
Hume^  J. 
Hatt,  W. 
James,  W. 


Vertiori,  ttdn,  fcr.  J'. 
Vivian,  J.  It. 
Wigiiey,  I.  N. 
Wilbr^aifi,^; 
WlUiareSi  Cblehllt  G. 
Willottghb^  Sit  H. 
Woodj  G4  W. 


Jerningharoi  Hon.  H.    Wood|  Al(^erlliaii 


V.S. 
Johnstone,  Sir  J.  V. 
Remp,  T.  R. 
Lee,  J.  Lee 
Laboucheire,  H. 
Lambton^  H. 
Leech,  J. 
Lester,  B.  L. 
Lloy4,  J.  H* 
Lurolevi  Visct. 
Maberiy,  C. 
Macaulay,  T.  B. 
Mangles,  J. 
Maijoribanks,  S. 
Marshall,  J. 
Martin,  J. 
Mblyneux,  Lord 
Moreton,  Hon.  A.  H.    Ha^,  Colt  A.  L. 


Wall,  C.  B. 
\VaUer,J,     ,^ 
WafburloiL  it 

Waw,  ii.  e. 

Watsdn,  Hon.  tt. 
Ycittnfc  Gi  F. 

SCOTLAHOi 

Aliercremby«Rt.HnJ. 
4dafcDf  Admiral  C. 
Bannerman,  A. 
buhtop.  Capt.  J. 
E#ini,  1 
Fergti^Sbd,  A. 
tlemin^i  Hn.  Adiii. 
Gillod,  W.  b. 

Grftnt|Rt.  Hbb.G. 


Morpeth*  V. 
Mcatynt  Hon.  R  M .  L« 
Qrp,  W.  H. 
Paliner,  General 
Palmer,  C.  F. 
Parker,  J. 
Parrott,  J. 
Pease,  J. 


Jeffreji  RU  Hon*  F. 
Kennedy,  T.  F. 
Macleo^i  R. 
Atarjofibanks,  C. 
MaicwfeU,  Sir  J. 
OHt)hlint,  L 
Ormeliei  Earl  of 
Oswald,  R*  A. 


Petidanres,  E.  W.  W.    Paraell,  Rt.Uiii  Sir  H. 


Peter,  W. 
Petre,  Hon.  £• 
Philips,  M. 
Piuney,  J. 
Ponsouby>  Hon.  W. 
Potter,  R. 
Poulter,  J. 
Pryme,  G. 
Penleaze,  J; 
Ramsbottom,  J. 
Rider,  T. 
Robinsoui  G.  R* 
Rolfe,  R.  M. 
Romilly,  J. 
Rom  illy,  £. 
Russell,  Lord  J. 
Russell,  W,  C. 
Sanford,  E. 
Scott,  Sir  E. 
Seale,  Coloael 
Sebright,  Sir  J. 
Smith,  J.  A. 
Smith,  J. 
Strickland,  G. 
Strutt,  E. 
Tancred,  H-  W. 
Thicknesse,  R. 
Throckmorton,  R.  G. 

Tboke,  VV. 
Torrens^  Col.  R. 
Towiiley,  R.  G. 
Trelawney,  W.  L.  S. 


Tnullj  G. 

IBBLAMD* 

Acheson,  Visct. 
9arron,  Wi 
Bellew,  ft.  M. 
Blake,  M. 
Butler,  Hbh.  P. 
Erans,  G< 
Finn,  W.  F. 
Fitzgerald,  T. 
Fitssimen^  Ct 
Fitzsimot^  N« 
Grattaiy  H. 
Howard,  ^, 
J^phsoii,  C.  b.  O. 
Lalol-,  P. 
Lambert,  H* 
Lvnch^  A*  H. 
MacnamaratMi^er  W. 
Macnam^ra,  F« 
Nagle,  Sir  Ri 
0*Brieii,  C, 
O'Connell,  b, 
O'Connell,  »t. 
CCohrtell,  J. 
d'Conhell,  C. 
O'Connell,  M« 
OX)bnhor,  D. 
O'Connor,  F. 
O'Fe^ll,  R.  M. 
O'Grady,  Col.  S. 


6 1       EmandpiaUidn  tf  ihi  Jews,      {  M 

Roche,  W. 
Roche*  D. 


Vigdrs,  N.  A. 
Walker,  C;  A. 
WtUace,  T. 


AY 

I 


Hoc,  *l  • 

Ronayhe,  D. 
Ruthveo,  £.  S. 
Ruthveni  £; 
Talbot»  J. 
Tennent^  J.  £. 

List  of  the  Noes. 


TELLEM. 

Grant,  VL 
LushingtOD^  Dr.  S. 


Stormotit,  Visct. 
Troubridge,  Sir  E.  T. 
Vemey^  Sir  U. 
Vyvyao,  Sir  R. 
Williams,  R. 


snotanD. 

Aahleyt  Lord 

Bankea.  W.  J. 

Bell,  M. 

Blackstone*  W.  S. 

firuce.  Lord  £. 

Bulkeley,  Sir  R.  W. 

Buller,  £. 

Burrell,  SirC. 

CaUey>  T. 

Dttncombe,  Hoti.  W. 

Estcourt,  T.  G.  B. 

Fancourtj  Major 

Finch,  G. 

Forster,  d.  S. 

Freemantle.  Sir  T. 

Glad»ttme,W.  fe. 

Gronow,  Capt.  R.  H.    Glad'stOne,  T. 

Grosvenor,  £ai4  Hayt>s,  Sir  fi. 

Ilughea,  H. 

Halfoid,  H. 

Hennikari  lioid 

Irton,  J. 

Lincoln,  Earl  of 

Lowther,  Hoo;  Col. 

Moelej^  Sir  G. 

Plutnptre>  J.  ?. 

Pbllock.  F. 

Rickford,  W. 

Stanley!  £• 


icOTLANl). 

Arbuthnot,  Hon.  I!. 
Gordon,  Capt.  W. 
Hay,  Sir  J. 
Johnston,  J.  J.  H. 

OSS,  H. 

tuart.  Captain  C. 

IRtLAJfD. 

Cooper.  E.J. 
Cdrty,  Hon.  H.  L. 


Hill,  Lord  M. 
Letroy,  A. 
Martin,  T. 
Maxwell,  H. 
^brcevat,  Colonel 
Shawi  F. 
Vtnuer,  Col.  W. 

fctt^ttd. 
Inglis,  Sir  H. 
Sinclair,  G. 


Paired  off. 


FOft. 

Dlvett,  R. 
Duncannoh,  Lord 
Dundas,  Captain 
Hudson>  Thbniat 
Humpherv)  J. 
Key,  Sir  J. 
Oswald,  J. 

Tennyson,  Rt.  Hn.  C. 
Tfnte,  C.  J.  K. 
Wood,  Charlea 


AOAtltSt. 

Atcbdall,  0. 
Chaplin,  Colonel 
Cooper,  Hon.  A. 
Dare,  R.  W.  Htll 
Eastnor)  Lord 
Hardy,  J. 
Hardinge,  Sir  H^ 
Knatchbttll,  Sir  £. 
Lamont,  N. 
Lennox,  Loitl  A. 
Milton,  Lord 
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hitli.— 8yOiel>akeorQoRBoir,  fhim  Um  kitteil  Pne* 
iltkMnar  Abeteat  Ibt  SB  Aumto  la  tlw  ApottHeadii 
Aau 
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rtOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
rAHricfay,  Ma^  83,  1833; 

VliMrTSS.1    fiilli.    Rtoad  a  leeaDd  ttme:— fiewcm  Piolioe 
Oflled  (Londoh).  I 

KdfSont  liRifeBtod.    tty  Che  Biibop  of  BiitroL.  fhm  Cm-  I 
M4gt,  afifaMt  Cruelty  to  Aaimak.— fty  the  Blahop  oT  I 
Batb  tAI  WkiXS,  fVom  the  Clergy  oThU  Diooele,  Agmirat 
the  Irilh  ChtiMi  tUlbmt  Bill.— dy  Lord   .^rrrikLo, 
ftdtCi  PtaUttice,  fHt  Ute  fckftnsiori  hf  Cirll  Rli;ht>  to  the 
JHN :  Alto  from  k  Ntimbrr  of  PImcs,  in  bvour  of  a  Better  | 
Regbbitldh  tk  BUiht.— By  Lords  CIrjury  Aod  Lvrru- 
van,  tnfl  tAtl  or  Itobtiv,  •iid  the  Bbhop  of  Durham, 
fenm  ntmi  haea^-lbc  a  B*tt^  OtwrvAQce  oT  the  SU»- 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Thvmday^   May  23)    1833. 

Mtmrrfei.]  Pa|ien  oMered.  On  the  irtftion  oT  Mr.  Bit^ 
touA,  en  Account  of  the  Imperial  Proof  OaUom  of 
Spirits  in  Warehouse  in  eadi  Collection  of  Excise,  for  the 
Duties  at  the  end  of  Exdse  robnd  oh  5th  Ailrfl,  18^ 

PetlttoUB  presented.  By  Mr.  Suaw^  fkiMh  seveftl  Pl«ebi  la 
Irdand,  asainst  the  Irish  Church  Tempoidlitiei  Bitli  and 
ftom  Carrlckfer|us,  that  the  Franchise  may  be  oontlnticd 
to  them.— By  Admiral  AhAM,  Ihuii  Cirigailne  aad 
Tartat,  Id  flitour  of  the  LdnTi  DAy  DbihmahseBillt 
and  ftoto  the  Hand-Joom  Weavcnof  Onrell  and  Portnoak* 
for  an  Inquiiy  into  the  Causes  of  their  DistrcM. — ^y  Mr. 
MoRXTOir»  Afr.  AoLtoM^Y,  and  Mr.  A.  SAxVoRh,  drohi 
several  Plaeeit  fbr  Amendmenta  In  the  SMTe  of  Beer  Abt 
— By  Sir  RibRARO  TvTiitv,  Lord  BB«iii«roir.  Oaptala 
Elliott,  and  Mtars.  R.  OewAU>,  Hawis.  PiTtaiMON. 

i,  OfttTALD,  RoLra,  A.  SAMrORO,  O.  F.  MORlbYifr,  a&tt 

sir  JOHN  OW^K*,  IHim  d  Numbed  of  Pftces;'  egainU 
SlafeiY.->BytheE8rlof  LlNoour,  Lord  MoRnrH^  Sir 
Richard  Vttlan,  Sir  John  Owbii;  and  Mcio.  A*  Sa»* 
yoRD,  E.  p<Nt8oA,  and  KoBRtoN.fttHnietenU  Plebes.— 
Mr  the  Better  Observttioe  of  thb  Ctitini  Day.— B^  Blr 
RiiaiABD  Rbaub,  firdrii  TuOowi  agaM  tf^  Rwesslve 
Asscannent  made  by  the  Grand  Jury  of  that  Toim.— By 
Lora  EBRiKOtoir,  ftom  Hjirtlaud  (berdii),  n>f  lotklng 
the  me  df  the  Ittpbrlw  WM|flltfe  and  Meaihttsl  dodiirullokyy 
9tA  fton  several  Placai,  against  Ttthea.-^Bf  6lr  Ricaa»» 
Vtttaji,  (hND  the  Clergy  of  Bedmlnstef,  and  ftom  the 
EaMem  Div}iton  of  the  Codnty  of  Cbrairall,  Igililit  thb 
Iitth  Chmeh  Refbrid  Bltt.-:-By  Mr.  HoAl,  ftom  ITew. 
bu9b,  ifainst  the  Royal  Bugh  (Seotland)  BilW-By  Mr; 
J.  Mazwkll*  from  Paisley,  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Duty 
on  Attomlc*'  Certifioticis  and  ftom  Eaat  KUbrlde.  tot  ah 
Amendment  of  the  Law  of  Churdi  Patronage  hi  SeoBandt 
-By  Mk.  Hodokr  and  Loid  EMUxdrow,  ftom  several 
Places,— for  Rdieving  the  Dissenten  fkom  their  leieiiil 
Grievanees  with  regard  to  Marriage,  Rcgistratiao,  and 
Chmch  Rates.-«y  Lbitl  MdAMts,  fitom  Heefaaoiid- 
tricfce»  for  a  Repeal  of  the  Com  Lewa^—By  l|r.  f.  Frtv- 
amoH,  tana  TuUamore  and  Clara,  for  Oie  Abolition  of 
the  Panlshroettt  of  Death.— By  Sir  R.  iyoLta,  from 
Bedford,  for  Amending  the  Reform  Act — By  Sir  K,  Doj«» 
ciw,  fhun  the  Shipowners  of  BerwldL-upoli>Tweed,  fof 
Inquiry  into  the  Dixtress  of  the  Shipping  Interest.— By 
Mr.  RotFB,  from  Fabildiith,  for  Extending  (he  flblhttt 
of  that  Bdrough-— By  Mr.  Todd,  ftcmi  Hoiimil  t  fthd  Blr 
RicHAAo  Vyttan,  from  St.  Scephcn^  BriNDl«  lyiiMt 
the  Assessed  Taxes. 

Post  Opfick  PAcKKTd.]  Mt.  ftolfe 
present^  a  Petition  from  Falmouth  against 
the  substitution  of  ten-gtin  bri^  for  Fal- 
mouth packets  in  the  service  of  the  Post 
Office. 

Captain  Ettiott,  after  pointing  out  the 
inconveuiences^  and  in  some  instances,  the 
dangler  incurred  by  the  employment  of 
hir^  packeto,  declared  that  the  teo-gun 
brigs  now  employed  ill  the  packet  service 
were  much  less  frequently  lost  than  was 
generally  supposed.  During  several  ^eafs, 
only  six  King's  packets  had  been  lost,  arid 
those  in  voyages  more  dangerous  than  any 
in  which  the  hired  packets  had  becti  em- 
ployed, whilst  the  lo^  of  the  latter  had  aveK 
aged  about  two  |>ei:  annum.    One  Kingli 
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packet  had  been  driven  ashore  at  Barbadoes 
in  a  hurricane.  The  Redpole  was  lost  on  her 
voyage  from  the  Brazils;  and  it  was 
generally  supposed,  tliat  she  was  captured 
by  pirates,  and  destroyed.  The  Ariel,  it 
was  supposed,  had  been  burnt  on  her 
voyage  to  the  West  Indies.  The  Calypso 
was  understood  to  have  been  lost  on  an  ice- 
berg, after  the  pilot  had  forewarned  the 
commander  of  his  danger.  It  should  be 
recollected,  that  the  twenty .^ght  packets 
engaged,  had  made  upwards  of  1,000 
voyages  across  the  Atlantic,  and  only  one 
of  them  could  be  shown  to  have  been  lost 
by  stress  of  weather.  As  to  the  difference 
of  expense,  there  was  a  saving  of  between 
ten  and  twenty-eight  per  cent  by  the  in- 
creased speed  of  the  King's  packets.  One 
petition  on  this  subject  stated,  that  the 
widows  and  children  of  persons  lost  in  their 
packets  were  a  great  burthen  to  the  town 
of  Falmouth;  whereas,  from  a  return 
made,  it  appeared  that  only  one  widow  was 
supported  out  of  the  Poor-rates  of  Fal- 
mouth, at  a  cost  of  five  shillings  per  week. 
The  petition,  he  believed,  did  not  repre- 
sent the  feelings  of  the  inhabitants  of  Fal- 
mouth generally,  but  only  of  a  few  inter- 
ested persons.  He  had  the  satisfaction  of 
being  able  to  say,  that  vessels  were  now 
building  of  a  superior  construction  for  the 
packet  service. 

Petition  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Trade  of  the  Port  of  London.]] 
Mr.  Clay  presented  a  petition  signed  by 
706  sliip-sawyers,  employed  on  the  River 
Thames,  complaining  of  the  state  of  busi- 
ness, arising  chiefly  in  consequence  of  the 
various  Acts  of  the  Legislature,  relating  to 
navigation  and  the  British  shipping.  The 
petitioners  prayed  for  a  general  revision  of 
these  Acts;  but  whether  that  would  restore 
to  the  petitioners  their  lost  employment, 
he  was  not  prepared  to  say.  Of  his  own 
knowledge  however,  he  could  declare,  that 
no  commercial  distress  was  equal  to  that 
experienced  by  the  shipping  interest  of  the 
port  of  London ;  nor  did  he  see  any  chance 
of  amelioration,  for  nothing  could  be  more 
gloomy  than  the  present  prospect  of  the 
commerce  of  the  port  of  London,  which 
had  been  supported,  as  it  were,  by  four 
great  branches  of  trade.  Of  these,  the  silk 
manufactures  of  Bethnal-Green  had  not 
only  to  contend  with  those  of  France,  but 
those  of  Manchester.  The  East-India  trade, 
it  was  presumed,  would  no  longer  be  confined 
to  London,  but  would  be  distributed  among 
the  outports  also ;  and  whatever  the  general 


effect  of  that  alteration  might  be,  tihere  could 
be  no  doubt  of  its  injury  to  the  xnetropolis. 
The  trade  of  sugar  refining  was  already  all 
but  lost ;  indeed  four-fifths  of  it  were  already 
gone ;  and  all  who  were  connected  with 
the  West  Indies,  began  to  feel  the  efiect  of 
the  projected  measures  of  change  for  those 
colonies.  Thus,  all  the  great  souires,  for 
those  he  had  named  were  the  only  gre&t 
sources  of  employment  of  the  population  of 
London  would  be  either  greatly  reduced  or 
cut  away.  He  therefore  strongly  recom. 
mended  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  to 
the  consideration  of  Government,  lament- 
ing at  the  same  time,  that  none  of  them 
were  present  to  hear  that  prayer.  It  had 
become  absolutely  necessary  that  the  utmost 
economy  should  make  way  for  great  reduc 
tion  in  taxation,  and,  above  all  taxes,  thcve 
on  houses  and  windows  ought  to  be 
abolished.  Indeed,  they  could  not  much 
longer  be  paid.  They  pressed,  perhaps, 
with  more  severity  on  the  eastern  suburbs 
of  the  metropolis,  than  on  any  other  portioo 
of  the  kingdom. 

Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Friday,    May  24,    1833. 

MXNDTXB.]  Papas  onleraL  On  the  Motkm  of  CcdoMl 
Lbith  Hat,  a  Copy  of  the  Appointment  of  the  |iiihibi 
Solicitor  of  Ezdae  fiir  Scotland,  and  the  Anouiit  of  hn 
Salary  and  Bmolnnienti  i  aaabo  that  of  all  Excise  Oflteoi 
during  the  last  seren  yean,  and  how  the  nat  of  the  Sun 
allowed  to  the  Exdw  OfBoe  ii  Employed. — On  tl« 
Motion  of  Mr.  Lakbkrt,  a  Continuation  of  fonwr 
Reports,  relative  to  the  Relbrm  of  Parliament  (Ireland 
Act :  also  of  the  serenl  Sums  of  Money  ianaed  and  aiS- 
vaaoed  by  the  Lord  Liiutkwant  of  Ireland  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  upon  AppUcation  of  IVrlralaftaid 
Penons,  or  Penons  entitled  to  Tithes  or  Gompoaitian  of 
Tithes :  also  a  List  of  the  Barristers  Retained  or  Enf^aec^ 
to  Prosecute  Petitiom  before  the  Loan  CRA?rcKLu>a  oT 
Ireland,  and  other  Authorities,  fi»  the  Reoovecy  of  ttm 
value  of  Tithes,  or  of  Tithe  Compositions,  the  Peea  faad 
to  them,  and  other  Matters  or  Proceedtngi  r^latii^ 
thereto.— On  the  Motion  of  the  Earl  of  Kbrry,  aa 
Aooount  of  the  Number  of  Schools  in  each  Town  a. 
Parish;  adding  all  Partleulart  concerning  such  School: 
also  Papers  rdative  to  the  late  Gencnl  Election. — On  Q^ 
Motion  of  Mr.  PsAaa,  for  Information  reoeived  &am  ke 
Mi^esty's  Consuls  resident  at  Havre  de  Grace,  Antwcsy^ 
Amsterdam,  Rotterdam,  and  Hombuigh,  relative  to  ttir 
Amounts  chaiged  as  Duties,  or  Mimidpal  Impoats  or 
PoUdea  for  Marine  Insunnoei  at  the  said  Poria  t«^ic«i> 
ively«— On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Ewart,  an  Aeoofunt  of  Ok 
Exportation  and  Importation  of  Metal  Clocks  and 
Watches,  since  the  year  1815.— On  the  Motion  nr  Mr. 
Ord,  an  Aooount  of  the  Number  of  Stamps  isnwd  tn 
each  Provhidal  Newspaper  in  England,  in  the  year  ***^<i«y 
1st  April,  1855. 

Petitions  presented.    By  Mr.  Goouiork,  fhrni  CavbcMgc, 

against  the  Church  Temponlities  (Ireland)  BUI By  Mr. 

TiiOMAfi  MARaLAND,  ttom  Stockport,  for  Poor  Law*  to 
Ireland. — By  Mr.  Sprino  Rira,  from  Limerick,  for 
Relief  from  the  takiqg  of  Oaths.— By  Mr.  Abmrcrombt. 
from  Edinburgh,  agamst  Nocturnal  fxgidation.— By  Mr. 
Ewi.<«o,   from  Glasgow}  and  Mr.  ABaacROMav^    fKn 
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the  CoiiTMttJoa  of  the  Royal  Biixih  of  Scotbuut, 
i«Biiiit  the  Royal  Burghi  (Soocland)  BUI.— By  Mr. 
Embuon  TsxirsNT,  from  tht  Hand-loom  Weaven 
oCBdflMt  t  and  by  Mr.  Gillon,  fiotn  thoie  of  Wbitbuni, 
for  a  Board  of  Trade,  and  for  ReUef.— By  Mr.  Hutt, 
from  KlDgstDii-upuQ-HuU,  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp 
Duty  oo  Marine  Insiuaooei.— By  Or.  Luhhinoton,  from 
Bromley,  SL  Leonard'*,  for  Poor  Laws  to  Ireland ;  and 
for  an  AllvattoD  of  the  Uw  relative  to  CatfaoUe  Marriages; 
and  ftom  Mile  End  Old  Town,  agalnrt  the  Police  Offloei 
(London)  BilL— By  Lord  OauBLiB,  Sir  J.  Dauiympx.b, 
Sir  R.  Yauohaji,  Sir  E.  Hatkh,  and  Means.  HAaTav, 
RoTCB,  E.  BuLwsn.  T.  ATTWOon,  W.  Rocns,  Giluon, 
Timiraii,  ABSBcnoMBY,  C.  CATnfrniau,  E.  Tkmnbnt, 
and  Mr.  Seijeant  Pberiit,  from  a  great  Number  of  Plaon, 
—for  the  Immediate  Abolition  of  Slavery.— By  Earl 
GBoaYXBOB,  Sir  E.  Hatbs,  an  Hon.  Mbmbbb,  and 
MaMR.  Habtby,  Halybubtow,  Lbbrov,  EiriMOf  and 
RoTCB,  Anora  leveral  Plaoei,— for  the  Better  Obiervance 
of  the  Sabbath.— By  Dr.  Lubhimotoiv,  trcm  the  Coal- 
whippcn  on  the  River  Thamci,  for  a  Regulation  of  their 
Wag«.~By  Lord  Obmbub,  fkom  Newtown,  Pitcaims, 
for  the  Aboiitlon  of  the  Com  Lawi.— By  Mr.  Pbvub, 
fVom  Cambridge,  for  granUng  to  the  Inhabitant!  at  Large 
the  Right  of  Chooong  their  own  Mi^iitntei.— By  Mr.  E. 
L.  BoLWBBt  tram  Uneotait  and  by  Dr.  Lubuinotow, 
fVom  the  Inhabitant!  of  the  old  Artillery  Ground,— agabist 
the  Hook  and  Window  Taxei.— By  Mr.  E.  L.  BvLfriB, 
fhn  leveral  Ptaec!,  m^i^^  ttw  Diitiiibanoe!  (belaad) 
BiUt  and  ftom  Dartford  and  Cnyford,  for  Rcrtoring 
Poland  to  an  Independent  State.- By  Mr.  Rorca,  from 
the  InhabitanH  of  Hoibom,  Oiford  Street,  lee.,  for  Better 
Rflgulatlqg  the  PnMie  Carriage!  in  the  Metoopoii!  i  from 
the  M^litaale!  of  MUdleMSx,  i^inet  the  Sale  of  Beer  Act 
By  Mr.  Habtby.  from  Chicherter,  for  Relief  to  die  Di»- 
ecnten  from  their  prteent  Grievanoe!  relative  to  R<gi!tra> 
tion,  Marri^e,  and  Church  Rate!}  and  from  Colcheeler, 
for  Exemptii^  from  Rate!  all  Placee  eadudvely  appro- 
priated to  Divine  Wonhip;  and  ftom  the  ame  Place,  for 
Providliw  for  the  RcgMiBtloB  of  Birthi  nd  Bwiali. 

PotAND— Slavery.]  Mr.  Tkomca 
A  it  wood  pvewnied  a  Petition  from  the  Bir- 
iniDg^am  Political  Associations.  Those 
petitioners  related  the  injuries  which  had 
been  inflicted  upon  that  unhappy  country, 
Poland,  and  deprecated  the  apathy  of  this 
country,  while  the  struggles  were  going 
on.  The  petitioners  pointed  out  the 
benefits  which  would  result  from  a  rein- 
statement of  the  kingdom  of  Poland  to 
this  country,  particularly  in  an  extension 
of  their  trade  in  British  manufactures,  and 
prayed  the  House  to  address  his  Majesty, 
beseeching  him  to  co-operate  with  France 
and  Austria  in  restoring  Poland  to  the 
state  of  independence  in  which  she  was, 
prior  to  her  partition  in  1772.  The  hon. 
Member  said,  be  thought  that  Russia  had, 
by  her  tyrannic  conduct,  laid  herself  open 
to  the  indignation  and  military  attack  of 
all  the  civilized  Powers  of  Europe,  and 
that  it  was  (he  bounden  duty  of  all  the 
European  Powers  to  see  justice  done  to 
Poland*  Two  yearsagOtifthis  country  held 
upits  finger,  Poland  would  have  been  saved ; 
and  six  months  ago,  if  it  bad  held  up  its 
iioger«  Constantinople  would  have  been 
saved  too ;  but  now  it  might  cost  hundreds 
of  millions  to  save  Constantinople,  unless, 
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indeed,  we  were  prepared  to  surrender  the 
Thames  to  the  Russians.  He  bad  also 
three  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  Slavery  ; 
from  the  Methodists  of  Lichticld,  from 
some  place  in  Staiibrd shire,  and  from 
Birmino^ham.  While  he  concurred  in 
the  hope,  that  black  slavery  would  be 
speedily  abolished,  he  must  say,  that  he 
believed  the  miseries  of  the  white  slaves 
to  be  ten  times  greater  than  those  of  the 
black  slaves;  and  when  they  should  ac- 
complish the  plan  of  giving  to  the  black 
slaves  a  maintenance  for  three-fourths  of 
their  labours,  he  hoped  they  would  deal 
out  the  same  measure  of  justice  in  favour 
of  the  white  slaves.  He  had  also  a  pe- 
tition from  West  Bromwich,  complaining 
of  distress,  and  also  of  the  passing  of  the 
Irish  Coercion  Bill.  If  any  observations 
that  he  ever  uttered  iu  that  Hpuse  should 
appear  as  going  to  extremes,  he  hoped 
they  would  be  attributed  only  to  a  desire 
to  see  the  poorer  classes  remunerated  for 
their  labour.  He  was  desirous  of  securing 
the  stability  of  the  Church,  of  the  Aristo- 
cracy, and,  indeed,  of  all  the  institutions  of 
the  country  ;  and  when  he  could  see  the 
labouring  population  receive  that  for  their 
labour  which  would  enable  them  to  sup- 
port themselves  and  families  in  comfort, 
he  should  rest  satisfied.  He  had  only 
one  remark  to  make,  which  was,  that  the 
country  was  divided  into  three  great 
parties.  Ultra- Radical,  Ultra*Whig,  and 
Ultra-Tory ,  and  it  was  most  extraordin- 
ary that  all  these  parses  should  disagree 
on  every  subject  except  one,  and  on  that 
they  cordially  united  ;  they  all  agreed  to 
make  war  upon  the  cunency,  by  which 
they  would  pull  down  the  fabric  of  society 
on  their  heads. 

Mr.  Divett  would  give  the  hon.  Member 
credit  for  his  intentions,  but  he  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  protest  against  his  doctrines 
— for  views  more  mischievous  never  were 
promulgated  by  any  individual.  He  had 
been  pleased  to  talk  about  white  slavery 
in  England.  He  (Mr.  Divett)  would 
deny  that  white  slavery  existed  ;  but  if  it 
did,  the  hon.  Member  did  not  take  the 
proper  way  of  relieving  it,  by  exciting  the 
poor  people  against  their  rulers.  The 
hon.  Member  had  spoken  of  three  grcut 
parties  in  that  House— he  might  ha\c 
added  a  fourth,  as  he  himself  constituted 
another,  bein^  the  Ultra- Union  party — a 
party  more  dangerous  than  either  Ultra- 
Whig  or  Ultra-Tory.  The  hoo.  Member 
had,  some  days  ago,  reflected  in  very  se- 
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vare  terms  upon  the  conduct  of  a  Savings 
Bank  at  Exeter,  and  stated  generally  that 
Savings  Banks  cost  the  country  more  than 
it  benefited  by  them.  He  thought  such 
attacks  came  with  peculiar  ill  grace  from 
the  hon.  member  for  Birmingham,  who 
professed  to  be  the  advocate  for  the  work- 
ing classes;  there  was  no  institution  in  the 
country  likely  to  be  more  beneficial  to  that 
class  than  those  Banks. 

Mr.  Attwood  replied,  that  he  had  stated 
nothing  on  his  own  knowledge,  but  on  the 
assertions  of  a  petitioner  who  informed  the 
House  that  those  Banks  cost  the  country 
27,000/.  a-year,  while  the  amount  of 
deposits  was  600,000/. ;  and  he  supposed 
the  expenses  had  not  been  reduced.  That 
money,  in  his  opinion,  could  be  better 
applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice  positively  denied  the 
statements  of  the  hon.  Member.  Those 
institutions  had  been  most  beneficial  to 
the  country  generally. 

Petition  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Slavery.]      Mr.   William  Roche^  on 

Kesentingfive  Petitions  from  the  Wesleyan 
ethodists  of  Limerick,  and  its  neighbour- 
hood, against  the  Negro  Slavery  said  : — 
The  five  petitions  which  I  hold  in  my  hand, 
and  shall  beg  leave  to  lay  on  the  Table  of 
the  House,  came  from  the  city  and  vi- 
cinity of  the  city  (Limerick)  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  represent,  and  relate  to 
the  unchristian,  the  inhuman,  and  un- 
natural practice  of  Negro  Slavery  in  the 
British  Colonies,  the  injustice  and  horrors 
of  which  are  depicted  by  petitioners  in 
terms  no  less  lively,  no  less  creditable  to 
them,  than  unfortunately  and  painfully 
true — Sir,  when  I  inform  the  House  that 
these  petitions  emanate  from  a  most  re- 
spectable portion  of  the  members  of  the 
"  Wesleyan  Communion,"  I  am  sure  it 
"will  confer  upon  them  a  weight  which 
their  opinions  and  feelings,  pre-eminently 
on  this  subject,  stand  so  deservedly  en- 
titled to ;  for  no  class  of  society  has  done 
more  or  sulTered  more  in  their  benign 
and  Christian-like  zeal,  to  rescue  j}ie 
character  of  this  country  from  so  foul  a 
stain,  or  in  their  endeavours  to  mitigate  its 
various  evils  both  physical  and  moral, 
during  its  disgraceful  existence ;  an  ex-* 
istence  which  I  am  happy  to  think  is  now 
near  very  near  its  dissolution  for  ever.  I 
shall  not  detain  the  House  any  longer 
than  to  expreits  my  entire  concurrence  in 
ihe  news  and  wishea  of  the  petitioners,  and 


the  gratiBcation  I  feel  in  being  made  the 
medium  of  conveying  to  the  Houtt  aenti- 
ments  and  supplications  on  this  interesting 
subject  so  congenial  with  mv  own. 
Petitions  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Hertford  Election.]  Mr.  £«rNa/, 
having  moved,  that  the  Special  Report 
from  the  Committee  upon  the  merits  of  the 
late  Election  for  the  Borough  of  Hertford 
be  read,  said,  it  became  his  duty  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  certain  parts 
of  the  evidence  contained  in  the  Raport 
which  peremptorily  required  from  the 
House  a  deliberate  and  strict  opinion  upon 
the  extraordinary  proceedings  which  wtre 
there  detailed.  He  should  not  detain  the 
House  with  any  prefatory  observations^ 
and  that  he  micht  not  weary  them,  would 
point  only  to  tnose  parts  of  the  case  which 
appeared  in  his  eyes  the  most  tainted. 
In  183 1, a  fteling  rose  up  in  the  borotteh 
pf  Hertford  adverse  to  the  return  of  Mr. 
Duncombe  as  their  Ropresentativ*  in 
Parliament.  A  club  called  tha  Union 
Club  was  formed,  and  met  from  time  to 
time,  the  object  of  which  was  to  eon- 
coct  plaAs  for  the  return  of  a  man  of 
whose  principles  the  Members  mi^bt  ap- 
prove. It  was  afterwards  thrown  open  ; 
the  only  pledge  required  from  new  Mem- 
bers bemg,  that  they  should  support  the 
man  in  whose  interest  the  club  might 
choose  to  embark.  Soon  afterwards  re- 
freshments were  at  every  meeting  distri- 
buted, and  no  payment  whatever  was  re- 
quired for  them.  Every  one  had  what  he 
liked,  free  of  any  expense  whatever. 
Early  in  the  spring  a  requisition  from  this 
club  was  forwarded  to  Lord  Ingestrie»  and 
in  May  the  noble  Lord  consented  to  come 
forward  as  a  candidate.  He  (Mr.  Bemal) 
must  here  introduce  the  name  of  a  Mr. 
George  Nicholson,  which  would  fVequently 
be  mentioned  in  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sion, and  who  was  in  considerable  private 
practice  as  a  lawyer,  besides  being  Under 
Sheriff,  having  the  good  fortune  to  possess 
as  a  client  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury.  Th'is 
Gentleman,  it  was  m  evidence,  being  ap-> 
plied  to  for  his  fostering  care^  entered  the 
club,  and  afterwards  supplied  it  with 
money.  It  was  also  in  evidence  that  there 
had  been  serious  disputes  among  the 
lending  members  of  the  club,  on  account 
of  the  complaints  of  Nicholson,  as  to  the 
great  expense  incurred  by  the  Members; 
and  in  some  cases  he  must  admit  this  gen- 
tleman had  refused  to  pay  those  enpenses. 
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test  of  the  writ,^  the  offence  remained  with- 
oal  panishment.  •  Yet  its  evil  effects  must 
be  acknowledged  by  all,  and  the  extrava- 
gance committed  m  that  way  by  some 
men  often  occasioned  the  rain  of  their 
famili^.  He  did  not  despair  of  the  Legis- 
lature being  able  to  provide  a  remedy  for 
this  abominable  evil ;  and  if  they  called 
themselres  a  Reformed  Parliament,  the 
evidence  that  they  were  so  should  be 
found  in  the  Goremment seriously  address- 
ing itself  to  these  matters,  and  following 
up  the  recommendations  of  Committees 
with  some  enactments  to  prevent  such 
scandalous  corruption  in  future.  It  was 
too  much  for  any  individual  Member  to 
undertake  such  a  task,  so  replete  with  dif- 
ficultiesy  and  so  certain  of  being  received 
with  ingratitude.  It  was  too  much  to  ex- 
pect him  to  allow  such  a  bill  to  be  tacked 
to  his  tail  like  a  kettle  to  the  tail  of  a  dog, 
and  to  have  to  attend  there,  from  the 
sitting  of  the  House  to  its  rising,  through 
all  those  tedious  hours,  to  get  the  Bill 
passed  through  a  stage,  and  to  receive, 
almost  as  a  personal  favour,  an  order  for 
its  committal  or  recommittal  at  a  parti- 
cular time.  This  was  a  task  which  no 
Member,  in  his  individual  capacity,  ought 
to  undertake,  and  which  he,  for  one,  cer- 
tainly would  not.  If  that  House  thought 
that  the  matter  ought  to  be  taken  up 
seriously,  he  called  on  the  Government  to 
do  it.  For  himself,  he  would  not  under- 
take, like  the  man  of  yore,  to  leap  into  the 
golf,  and  sacrifice  himself  to  a  public  ob- 
ject, which  might  be  attained  in  a  better 
manner  without  such  a  sacrifice.  Some- 
thing, however,  mnst  be  done.  There 
were  now  the  cases  of  four  or  five  bo- 
roughs under  the  consideration  of  the 
House;  and,  in  considering  them,  the 
Hoase  must  not  be  too  nice  and  too  deli- 
cate— they  must  not  '*  strain  at  a  gnat  and 
swallow  a  camel/*  They  must  not  allow 
it  to  be  said,  that  it  was  not  exactly  proved 
that  those  noble  Lords  had  not  given  a 
warrant  of  attorney  for  the  expenses  at 
the  variotts  taverns.  He  trusted  that  he 
never  had  and  never  should  allow  his  poli- 
tical sentiments  to  bias  his  judicial  opin- 
ions ;  he  hoped  that  he  had  not  done  so 
in  the  present  case;  but  he  must  say, 
that  there  was  evidence — and  an  accumu- 
ktioo  of  evidence — sufBctent  to  affect  the 
preaent  constituency  of  the  town  of  Hert- 
ford. Tike  sum  of  l,7dO/.  for  treating 
after  the  test' of  the  writ,  still  remained 
unpaid;  there  w^re.  other  accounts  of 


the  same  kind  that  had  been  settled  in 
the  name  of  Mr.  George  Nicholson, -at 
the  Bank.  Much  of  the  monev  thus  ex- 
pended  was  expended  under  the  direction 
of  Dack,  of  Waddel,  and  of  various  other 
persons,  who,  in  other  parts  of  the  busi-  - 
ness,  were  the  recognised  agents  of  the 
noble  Lords.  If  they  were  so  in  one  in- 
stance, he  had  a  right  to  presume  that 
they  were  so  in  another,  and  to  say  that 
their  conduct  mnst  affect  the  rijrhts  and  ■ 
liabilities  of  their  principals.  If  that  was 
so,  then  he  had  a  right  to  assume,  that  the 
public  houses  were  opened,  if  not  by  the 
direct,  yet  by  the  indirect,  authority  of 
the  noble  Lords  themselves.  The  House 
should  remember,  that  they  were  not  now 
dealing  with  the  seats  of  Members.  They 
were  called  on  to  say  whether  the  borough 
was  in  a  healthful  state,  so  as  to  be  fit  to 
be  again  called  on  to  send  Members  to 
that  House,  or  whether  it  was  in  that  dis- 
eased state  that  a  remedy  must  be  applied 
to  it  before  it  could  be  allowed  again  to 
exercise  its  elective  franchise.  He  could 
not  dissemble  his  opinion,  that  it  was 
better  to  have  a  close  borough,  where  the 
seat  could  be  bought  from  one  individual 
for  2,000/.  or  3,000/.,  than  a  borough  with 
a  constituency  of  700  or  800  persons, 
whose  votes  could  not  be  obtained  at  a 
less  expense  than  5,000/.,  or  7,000/.  If 
any  man  could  read  the  Report  of  the 
evidence  on  this  case,  and  not  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  this  constituency  was  most 
corrupt,  he  could  only  say,  that  the  state  of 
mindofsuchaman  was  tohim  most  amazing. 
The  very  counsel  for  the  sitting  Members, 
while  attempting  to  prove  that  they  had 
no  connexion  with  the  bribery  and  treating, 
never  denied  that  there  was  something 
rotten  in  the  state  of  Denmark.  A  prac- 
tice had  prevailed  at  former  elections,  and 
was  still  in  force  in  Hertford,  of  giving 
to  the  voters  a  fee  of  1  Os.  after  the  elec- 
tion. This  sum  was  expected  to  be  given 
by  each  of  the  successful  candidates.  It 
appeared  from  the  evidence  of  Nicholson 
and  Longmore,  that  670  voters  polled  at 
the  last  election,  and  that  from  300  to 
400  received  this  fee.  The  House  would 
see  on  referring  to  the  evidence  of  Charles 
Little,  p.  218,  that  that  witness  stated 
that  he  had  borrowed  1/.  upon  his  voting 
money — an  expression  which,  proved  that 
the  voting-money  paid  to  the  electors  at 
Hertford  wasr  considered  as  an  indefeasible 
security.  Now,  was  that  a  practice  to 
whichi  if  it  came  uiid^r  the  cognizance  of 
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Parliament,  Parliament  ought  to  give  the 
go-by  ?  The  House  was  not  now  called 
upon  to  deal  with  Lord  Ingestrie  or  Lord 
Msihon,  but  with  the  corruption  of  the 
borough  of  Hertford,  which,  beyond  all 
dispute  required  purification.  Besides 
the  leading  facts  which  he  had  already 
mentioned,  there  were  many  minor  cir- 
cumstances, all  leading  to  the  sameconclu* 
sion.  Blankets  had  been  distributed  after 
the  election  to  different  voters  in  the 
interest  of  the  two  Lords.  He  mentioned 
this  fact  to  show  that  even  charity  had 
been  made  a  cloak  for  bribery ;  not  that 
he  meant  to  insist  strongly  upon  it,  as  he 
knew  that  this  distribution  of  blankets  was 
not  uncommon  in  the  winter  season  after 
elections.  It  appeared,  however,  that 
400/.  or  600/.  had  been  advanced  to 
Twaddle  for  the  purchase  of  these  blankets 
as  a  sort  of  compensation  to  him  for  his 
services,  which  were  not  otherwise  remu- 
nerated. Now,  as  to  the  direct  bril>ery 
in  this  borough.  As  to  what  was  termed 
direct  bribery,  this  case  might  want  the 
marked  and  disgusting  features  obtruding 
themselves  in  the  instances  of  East  Retford 
or  Penryn ;  but  it  was  clear,  that  there 
was  a  corrupt  influence — an  atmosphere 
of  corruption  always  floating  about  the 
town  of  Hertford;  there  were  always 
plenty  of  Mephistophiies  whispering  in  the 
ears  of  the  voters,  like  the  Deemon  in 
Goethe's  *'  Faustus,"  when  the  heroine  in 
a  celebrated  passage  was  obli<;ed  to  call 
upon  her  neighbour  for  the  loan  of  her 
smelling-hottle.  Sterne  had  talked  of  a 
shower  of  mitres,  but  in  Hertford  there 
was  a  constant  pouring  down  of  new  hats, 
new  coats,  and  new  shoes,  which  would 
not  fit  all  the  voters,  but  seemed  measured 
to  a  nicety  for  the  heads,  backs,  and  feet 
of  the  electors  in  the  interest  of  one  of  the 
parties.  A  good  hat  and  a  new  pair  of 
shoes  seemed  to  be  always  ready  for  any 
elector  who  would  promise  to  devote  all 
his  energies  to  the  two  noble  Lords. 
Edward  Harding,  p.  64,  stated  that  Dack 
ofTered  him  5/.  if  he  would  promise  him 
a  plumper  for  Lord  Ingestrie,  and  that 
Dack  told  him  that  all  who  gave  his  Lord- 
ship plumpers  were  to  have  5L  a-piece. 
At  p.  154  they  would  find  a  Mr.  Drew 
figuring  away  as  a  distributer  of  gifts,  and 
John  Tween  stated,  that  this  Mr.  Drew 
offered  to  give  him  a  bed  and  bolster  and 
a  new  pair  of  shoes.  James  Rogen,  p. 
158,  stated  that  this  same  Mr.  Drew  told 
biyniy  that  he  would  pay  hie  arrears  of  rent, 


amounting  to  6/.  lOt.,  if  he  would  vote 
for  Lord   Ingestrie,  and  that  he  would 
double  it  if  he  would  vote  (br  Lord  Mahon  x 
and  Drew  likewise  added  that  he  would 
g:ive  htm  besides  two  fat  pigs  in  his  sty. 
They  would  find  evidence  of  similar  irani- 
actions  at  p.  182,  p.    195,  and  p.  197. 
At  p.  201  they  would  find  Twaddle  pro* 
mising  to  give  a  witness  of  the  name  of 
Edward  Phypours  13/.  if  he  would  vote 
for  the  two  Lords.     Now,  as  to  direct 
gifts,  they  would  find  that  Huckie  and 
Bunyan  distinctly  spoke  to  the   giving 
away  of  smockfrocks,  stockings,  and  hats 
to  different  voters.      There  was  also  a 
curious  transaction  detailed  in  the  evi** 
dence  of  Elizabeth  Meed,  which  he  would 
explain  as  clearly  as  he  could*    Elisabeth 
Meed,  whose  husband  was  a  union  man, 
had  her  house  robbed  of  seven  sovereigns. 
She  handed  about  a  petition  shortly  after- 
wards, to  get  something  towards  the  re* 
paration  of  her  loss,  but  she  never  got,  as 
she    stated,    a    farthing.     It  was  before 
Michaelmas    that    she    lost  her  money. 
Some  time  before  the    election,   Dack, 
knowing  that  her  husband  and  her  son 
were  both  voters,  sent  for  her,  gave  her 
51,  and  two  sovereigns,  and  drew  vp  for 
her  the  petition  which  he  would  now  read. 
"  The    humble    petition  of  John   Meed 
showeth,  that  11,  was  taken  from  his  houae 
by  some  villain  or  villains  unknown  to.the 
said  John  Meed.    The  money  was  saved 
by  the  industry  of  the  said  John  Meed  and 
his  wife  to  serve  him  in  case  of  illness  or 
want  of  work,  and  to  keep  him  from  the 
parish.     He  makes  this  humble  appeal  to 
thecharitableand  humane  inhopes they  will 
replace  this,  which  to  him  is  a  very  great  loss, 
and     your    petitioner    will     ever    ptBy. 
Signed,   W.   G.  Munday,  1/.;    and  R. 
Drummond,  1/.;   C.  Mortlock,  1/.;   Ed- 
ward Laurence,  \l,\   Samuel  Dack,  \l,x 
W.  C.  Twaddle,  1/.;  William  Tysoe,  I/." 
Now,  the  majority  of  these  names  were 
the  names  of  persons  who  had   flitted 
about  Hertford  in  no  very  questionable 
shape  during  the  time  of  the  election,  and 
it  seemed  to  him,  from  the  names  aigiied 
to  the    petition,    that    the    subscriptkm 
was  a  mere  device  to  gain  the  votea  of 
the    Meed  family  upon   that   occation» 
There  was  another  cuijous  circumfltance 
proved  by  Charles  Deller,  with  respect  to 
a  doctor's  bill  which  he  owed  to  a  Mr* 
Norwood,  and  which  was  paid  for  him  by 
Mr.  Longmore.     It  appeared  that  Dell«r 
owed  Norwood  who  proposed  Of  aeoraded 
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test  of  the  writy'theofTence  remained  with- 
oat  paoishmetit.  Yet  its  evil  effects  must 
be  acknowledged  by  all,  and  the  extrava- 
gance comroitted  in  that  way  by  some 
men  often  occasioned  the  ruin  of  their 
ftuDilies.  He  did  not  despair  of  the  Legis- 
lature being  able  to  provide  a  remedy  for 
thb  abominable  evil ;  and  if  they  called 
themselves  a  Reformed  Parliament,  the 
evidence  that  they  were  so  should  be 
found  in  the  Government  seriously  address- 
ing itself  to  these  matters,  and  following 
up  the  recommendations  of  Committees 
with  some  enactments  to  prevent  such 
scandalous  corruption  in  future.  It  was 
too  much  for  any  individual  Member  to 
undertake  such  a  task,  so  replete  with  dif- 
ficulties, and  so  certain  of  being  received 
with  ingratitude.  It  was  too  much  to  ex- 
pect him  to  allow  such  a  bill  to  be  tacked 
to  bis  tail  like  a  kettle  to  the  tail  of  a  dog, 
and  to  have  to  attend  there,  from  the 
sitting  of  the  House  to  its  rising,  through 
all  those  tedious  hours,  to  get  the  Bill 
passed  through  a  stage,  and  to  receive, 
almost  as  a  personal  favour,  an  order  for 
its  committal  or  recommittal  at  a  parti- 
cubr  time.  This  was  a  task  which  no 
Member,  in  his  individual  capacity,  ought 
to  undertake,  and  which  he,  for  one,  cer- 
tainly would  not.  If  that  House  thought 
that  the  matter  ought  to  be  taken  up 
seriously,  he  called  on  the  Government  to 
do  it.  For  himself,  he  would  not  under- 
take, like  the  man  of  yore,  to  leap  into  the 
gulf,  and  sacrifice  himself  to  a  public  ob- 
ject, which  might  be  attained  in  a  better 
manner  without  such  a  sacrifice.  Some- 
thing, however,  must  be  done.  There 
were  now  the  cases  of  four  or  five  bo- 
roughs under  the  consideration  of  the 
House;  and,  in  considering  them,  the 
House  must  not  be  too  nice  and  too  deli- 
cate— tbey  must  not ''  strain  at  a  gnat  and 
k  swallow  a  camel.^  They  must  not  allow 
it  to  be  said,  that  it  was  not  exactly  proved 
that  those  noble  Lords  had  not  given  a 
warrant  of  attorney  for  the  expenses  at 
the  various  taverns.  He  trusted  that  he 
never  had  and  never  should  allow  his  poli- 
tical sentiments  to  bias  his  judicial  opin- 
kms;  he  hoped  that  he  had  not  done  so 
in  the  present  case;  but  he  must  say, 
that  there  was  evidence — and  an  accumu- 
lation of  evidence — sufficient  to  afiect  the 
present  constituency  of  the  town  of  Hert- 
fold.  The  sum  of  1,700/.  for  treating 
after  the  test  of  the  writ,  still  remained 
iDpaid;  diere  wert.  otbei*  accoanta  of  I 


the  same  kind  that  had  been  settled  in 
the  name  of  Mr.  George  Nicholson,  at 
the  Bank.     Much  of  the  money  thus  ex- 
pended  was  expended  under  the  direction 
of  Dack,  of  Waddel,  and  of  various  other 
persons,  who,  in  other  parts  of  the  busi- ' 
ness,  were  the  recognised  agents  of  the 
noble  Lords.     If  they  were  so  in  one  in- 
stance, he  had  a  right   to  presume  that 
they  were  so  in  another,  and  to  say  that 
their  conduct  must  afiect  the  rig:hts  and 
liabilities  of  their  principals.     If  that  was 
so,  then  he  had  a  right  to  assume, that  the 
public  houses  were  opened,  if  not  by  the 
direct,  yet  by  the  indirect,  authority  of 
the  noble  Lords  themselves.     The  House 
should  remember,  that  they  were  not  now 
dealing  with  the  seats  of  Members.     They 
were  called  on  to  say  whether  the  borough 
was  in  a  healthful  state,  so  as  to  be  fit  to 
be  again  called   on  to  send  Members  to 
that  House,  or  whether  it  was  in  that  dis- 
eased state  that  a  remedy  must  be  applied 
to  it  before  it  could  be  allowed  again  to 
exercise  its  elective  franchise.     He  could 
not  dissemble  his  opinion,  that   it  was 
better  to  have  a  close  borough,  where  the 
seat  could  be  bought  from  one  individual 
for  2,000/.  or3,000/.,  than  a  borough  with 
a   constituency  of  700  or  800  persons, 
whose  votes  could  not  be  obtained  at  a 
less  expense  than  5,000/.,  or  7,000/.     If 
any  man  could  read  the  Report  of  the 
evidence  on  this  case,  and  not  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  this  constituency  was  most 
corrupt,  he  could  only  say,  that  the  state  of 
mindofsuchamanwastohimmostamazing. 
The  very  counsel  for  the  sitting  Members, 
while  attempting  to  prove  that  they  had 
no  connexion  with  the  bribery  and  treating, 
never  denied   that  there  was   something 
rotten  in  the  state  of  Denmark.     A  prac- 
tice had  prevailed  at  former  elections,  and 
was  still  in  force  in   Hertford,  of  giving 
to  the  voters  a  fee  of  10s.  after  the  elec- 
tion.    This  sum  was  expected  to  be  given 
by  each  of  the  successful  candidates.     It 
appeared  from  the  evidence  of  Nicholson 
and  Longmore,  that  670  voters  polled  at 
the  last  election,  and  that  from  300  to 
400  received  this  fee.     The  House  would 
see  on  referring  to  the  evidence  of  Charles 
Little,  p.   218,   that   that   witness   stated 
that  he  had  borrowed  1/.  upon  his  voting 
money — an  expression  which,  proved  that 
the  voting-money  paid  to  the  electors  at 
Hertford  was  considered  as  an  indefeasible 
security.      Now,  was  that  a  pt^cXxe^  \.o 
wbkhf  if  it  came  uqd^t  the  co^u\i^ii^^  ol 
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Parliament,  Parliament  ought  to  give  the 
go-by  ?  The  House  was  not  now  called 
upon  to  deal  with  Lord  Ingestrie  or  Lord 
Mahon,  but  with  the  corruption  of  the 
borough  of  Hertford,  which,  beyond  all 
dispute  required  puri6catioo.  Besides 
the  leading  facts  which  he  had  already 
mentioned,  there  were  many  minor  cir- 
cumstances, all  leading  to  the  same  conclu- 
sion. Blankets  had  been  distributed  afler 
the  election  to  different  voters  in  the 
interest  of  the  two  Lords.  He  mentioned 
this  fact  to  show  that  even  charity  had 
been  made  a  cloak  for  bribery ;  not  that 
he  meant  to  insist  strongly  upon  it,  as  he 
knew  that  this  distribution  of  blankets  was 
not  uncommon  in  the  winter  season  after 
elections.  It  appeared,  however,  that 
400/.  or  500/.  had  been  advanced  to 
Twaddle  for  the  purchase  of  these  blankets 
as  a  sort  of  compensation  to  him  for  his 
services,  which  were  not  otherwise  remu- 
nerated. Now,  as  to  the  direct  bribery 
in  this  borough.  As  to  what  was  termed 
direct  bribery,  this  case  might  want  the 
marked  and  disgusting  features  obtruding 
themselves  in  the  instances  of  East  Retford 
or  Penryn ;  but  it  was  clear,  that  there 
was  a  corrupt  influence — an  atmosphere 
of  corruption  always  floating  about  the 
town  of  Hertford;  there  were  always 
plenty  of  Mephistophiles  whispering  in  the 
ears  of  the  voters,  like  the  Daemon  in 
Goethe's  "  Faustus,*'  when  the  heroine  in 
a  celebrated  passage  was  oblip^  to  call 
upon  her  neighbour  for  the  loan  of  her 
smelling-bottle.  Sterne  had  talked  of  a 
shower  of  mitres,  but  in  Hertford  there 
was  a  constant  pouring  down  of  new  hats, 
new  coats,  and  new  shoes,  which  would 
not  fit  all  the  voters,  but  seemed  measured 
to  a  nicety  for  the  heads,  backs,  and  feet 
of  the  electors  in  the  interest  of  one  of  the 
parties.  A  good  hat  and  a  new  pair  of 
shoes  seemed  to  be  always  ready  for  any 
elector  who  would  promise  to  devote  all 
his  energies  to  the  two  noble  Lords. 
Edward  Harding,  p.  64,  stated  that  Dack 
offered  him  5/.  if  he  would  promise  him 
a  plumper  for  Lord  Ingestrie,  and  that 
Dack  told  him  that  all  who  gave  his  Lord- 
ship plumpers  were  to  have  5/.  a-piece. 
At  p.  154  they  would  find  a  Mr.  Drew 
figuring  away  as  a  distributer  of  gifts,  and 
John  Tween  stated,  that  this  Mr.  Drew 
offered  to  give  him  a  bed  and  bolster  and 
a  new  pair  of  shoes.  James  Rogers,  p. 
158,  stated  that  this  same  Mr.  Drew  told 
Mim,  ibMi  be  waM  fmj  hk  wnnn  of  wotf 


amounting  to  6/.  lOt.,  if  he  would  vote 
for  Lord  Ingestrie,  and  that  he  woukl 
double  it  if  he  would  vote  for  Lord  Mahon : 
and  Drew  likewise  added  that  he  would 
^ve  him  besides  two  fat  pigs  in  his  sty. 
They  would  find  evidence  of  similar  trans- 
actions at  p.  182,  p.  195,  and  p.  197. 
At  p.  201  they  would  find  Twaddle  pro- 
mising to  give  a  witness  of  the  name  of 
Edward  Phypours  13/.  if  he  would  vote 
for  the  two  Lords.  Now,  as  to  direct 
gifts,  they  would  find  that  HuckU  and 
Bunyan  distinctly  spoke  to  the  giving 
away  of  smockfrocks,  stockings,  and  hats 
to  different  voters.  There  was  also  a 
curious  transaction  detailed  in  the  evi* 
dence  of  Elizabeth  Meed,  which  he  would 
explain  as  clearly  as  he  could.  Elisabeth 
Meed,  whose  husband  was  a  union  man, 
had  her  house  robbed  of  seven  sovereigns. 
She  handed  about  a  petition  shortly  after- 
wards, to  get  something  towards  the  re«- 
paration  of  her  loss,  but  she  never  got,  as 
she  stated,  a  farthing.  It  was  before 
Michaelmas  that  she  lost  her  money. 
Some  time  before  the  election,  Dack, 
knowing  that  her  husband  and  her  son 
were  both  voters,  sent  for  her,  gave  her 
5L  and  two  sovereigns,  and  drew  vp  for 
her  the  petition  which  he  would  now  read. 
**  The  humble  petition  of  John  Meed 
showeth,  that  7/.  was  taken  from  his  house 
by  some  villain  or  villains  unknown  to,tke 
said  John  Meed.  The  monev  was  saved 
by  the  industry  of  the  said  John  Meed  and 
his  wife  to  serve  him  in  case  of  illness  or 
want  of  work,  and  to  keep  him  from  the 
parish.  He  makes  this  humble  appeal  Co 
the  charitable  and  humane  in  hopes  they  will 
replace  this,  which  to  him  is  a  very  great  loss, 
and  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray. 
Signed,  W.  G.  Munday,  1/.;  and  R. 
Drummond,  1/.;  C.  Mortlock,  1/.;  Ed- 
ward Laurence,  1/.;  Samuel  Dack,  U. : 
W.  C.  Twaddle,  1/.;  William  Tysoe,  H."  ( 
Now,  the  majority  of  these  names  were 
the  names  of  persons  who  had  flitted 
about  Hertford  in  no  very  questionable 
shape  during  the  time  of  the  dection,  and 
i  it  seemed  to  him,  from  the  names  signed 
!  to  the  petition,  that  the  subecriptiott 
i  was  a  mere  device  to  gain  the  votes  of 
:  the  Meed  family  upon  that  occasion* 
There  was  another  cutjous  circumstance 
proved  by  Charles  Deller,  with  respect  to 
a  doctor*s  bill  which  he  owed  to  a  Mr% 
Norwood,  and  which  was  paid  for  him  by 
Mr.  Longmore.  It  appeared  that  DeUer 
•  owed  Norwood  wto  pvopoeed  of  ■ocoaisd 
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Imi  Hdbon  al  Ibe  electioq,  a  bill  of  41.  or 
5LMr,  LoDgmore  admitted  in  his  evidence 
tkat  he  bad  mentioiied  the  subject  of  this 
biU  to  Norwood,  aad  Deller  sUles,  that 
when  be  afterwards  went  to  Norwood, 
Norwood  told  bias  that  the  money  had 
beeoseot  to  him  in  a  note.  The  evidence 
was  to  this  eflfect :— '' What  did  he 
(NitfWQod)  say  to  you  when  you  first 
eateied  the  bouse?"  ''Deller,  I  will 
fetch  you  the  money." — **  Did  be  fetch 
you  the  mooey?"  "Yes."— "He  put 
the  ssoney  into  your  hands  ?  *'  "  Yes." — 
"  What  did  he  say  when  he  gave  it  you  ?  " 
**  He  saidy  that  Lord  Mahon  was  a  friend 
of  bis,  or  be  was  a  friend  of  Lord 
MahooV  —  "  He  said  nothing  else  ?  " 
**  No ;  1  said  that  I  had  much  rather  that 
be  should  keep  the  money,  now  that  he 
had  got  it,  and  receipt  the  bill ;  and  he 
laid  DO,  he  had  rather  that  I  should  take 
tbe  money  away,  and  bring  it  at  a  future 
tioM."  The  transaction  ended  by  the 
witness  taking  a  receipt  for  the  bill,  and 
iL  16s.  too.  He  inferred  from  this  cir- 
cuautance,  and  many  like  it,  which  were 
scattered  throughout  the  evidence,  that 
tlie  whole  atmosphere  of  Hertford  was 
tainted  and  corrupted.  If  gentlemen 
conld  have  witnessed  the  prevarication  of 
tbe  witnesses,  the  gross  immorality  of 
principle  which  they  displayed,  and  tlie 
utter  recklessness  with  which  the  voters 
Bade  promises  which  they  intended  to 
hreaki  they  would  not  treat  this  matter 
with  levity  or  indifference.  He  cared 
Bot  OD  which  side  this  immorality  was 
SMMt  flagrant.  He  was  not  there  as 
an  advocate  either  for  the  unseated  Lords 
or  the  rejected  candidates,  he  was  there 
ooly  as  a  legislator.  It  was  sufficient  for 
bim  to  have  seen  that  a  disre^^ard  of 
honour,  of  principle,  of  morality,  and  of  the 
Biostsacred  engagements  had  sprung  outof 
these  corrupt  proceedings.  It  was  suffi- 
deat  for  him  that  these  corrupt  proceed- 
iBgi  had  given  rise  to  universal  profligacy 
to  induce  him  to  endeavour  to  apply  some 
legal  rennedy  to  them.  He  referred  to  the 
evidence  of  John  Wooding,  page  185,  of 
Henry  Hunsden,  page  197,  and  of  John 
Hylott,  page  231.  Let  the  House  listen 
to  tbe  disgraceful  reasons  which  they  gave 
for  thus  shamelessly  disposing  of  their 
votes: — Q.  '*  Did  you  consider  that  your 
vole  was  to  be  sold  ?  A.  No,  not  to  be 
loU  particularly — we  did  not  study  much 
aboat  the  voting." — Q.  **  Did  you  think 

thai  your  voM  was  giv^o  you  to  be  9o}d  ? 


A.  No,  I  do  not  know  that  it  was." — Q. 
"  You  think  there  is  no  harm  in  taking 
money  for  it?  A.  I  never  see  much 
harm  in  it." — Q.  "You  do  not  think 
there  is  any  harm  in  it — do  you  consider 
it  the  part  of  an  honest  man  to  take 
money  for  his  vote — yes  or  no  ?"  A.  **  I 
do  not  say  anything  about  that."  One  man 
had  the  assurance  to  tell  the  Committee 
that  he  sold  his  promise,  but  not  his  vote. 
He  hoped  that  after  this  statement  he 
should  have  no  occasion  to  enter  into  any  ar- 
gument, to  prove  thatbribery  and  cor ru  ption 
brought  in  their  train  a  mass  of  crimes 
which  no  man  could  view  without  horror. 
It  was  a  disgrace  to  the  British  nation 
that  those  things  should  occnr  every  day, 
and  almost  with  impunity.  Whose  fault 
was  that  ?  The  fault  of  the  Legislature. 
The  statute-book  was  crowded  with  laws 
for  the  prevention  of  bribery,  but  it  was 
quite  clear  that  those  laws  were  inefficient. 
He  therefore  trusted  that  his  noble  friend 
below  him,  who  had  acquired  such  lasting 
g^lory,  by  destroying  the  corruption  of  that 
Hou&e,  would  endeavour  to  acquire  a  still 
more  brilliant  reputation,  by  destroying 
the  corruption  of  those  who  had  the  power 
of  electing  that  House.  In  the  mean 
while,  he  would  beg  leave  to  submit  two 
resolutions  to  the  House.  Tbe  first  went 
to  state,  that  the  bribery  and  corruption 
which  prevailed  in  Hertford,  both  before 
and  after  the  late  election  for  that  borough, 
required  the  most  serious  consideration 
of  that  House.  His  next  resolution,  sup- 
posing the  resolution  which  he  had  just 
read  to  be  carried,  would  be  to  move, 
that  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  best  means  of  preventing 
bribery  and  corruption,  in  the  borough  of 
Hertford.  This  was  a  new  practice ;  but 
he  hoped  that  it  was  not  a  bad  one.  The 
case  of  Abingdon  was  analogous  to  the 
case  of  Hertford ;  but  supposing  that  it 
were  entirely  without  a  precedent,  had  not 
the  House  sufficient  confidence  in  its  own 
wisdom  to  make  a  precedent  for  the  oc- 
casion ?  As  the  neighbourhood  of  Hert- 
ford was  populous,  and  as  several  towns 
and  hamlets  were  within  the  radius  of  a 
few  miles,  it  puzzled  him  much  whero 
to  place  the  limit,  in  case  the  House 
should  be  of  opinion  that  the  extent  of 
the  borough  should  be  increased.  Some 
Gentlemen  called  for  the  disfranchise- 
ment of  a  certain  class  of  voters.  He  did 
not  know  how  far  that  might  or  might 
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reformed  Pailiuiieot  oould  beii  lecpre  tlie 
ooofidcDoe  uid  ttfectioiis  of  Ihe  people  of 
England  was  by  adopthig  a  6nB,  cooad- 
eatious,  and  searehiog  inquiry  into  any 
caie  of  eomption  that  might  ariie,  and  by 
taking  tljepa  to  remedy  the  evil. 

Mr.  Wywm  observed,  that  the  qaestion 
was  not  at  lo  the  conduct  of  the  late  mem- 
ber for  Hcftford,  but  whether  the  decton 
of  that  borongh  generally  had  abused  the 
trust  reposed  in  them  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  call  for  the  adoption  of  strong  mea- 
sures, and  justify  the  House  in  making  an 
alteration  in  the  constituency.  Bribery 
was  a  serious  offence  by  Statute  and 
Common  Law,  both  in  the  receiver  and 
giver;  but  to  constitute  the  offence,  the 
money  must  be  given  in  consideraUon  of 
a  vote ;  and  if  the  consideration  were  not 
proved,  a  general  giving  of  money  or 
clothes,  as  in  the  present  case,  was  not 
bribery.  Then  as  to  treating,  that  was  an 
ofienoe  only  in  the  person  who  treated — 
voters  were  not  punishable  for  it.  In 
former  cases  (such  as  those  of  New  Shore- 
ham,  Qrampound,  Aylesbury,  and  East 
Retford),  where  the  House  bad  interfered, 
it  was  hivariably  on  the  ground  that  bri- 
bery to  a  great  extent,  generally  embrac- 
ing a  majority  of  the  electors,  bad  existed ; 
but  in  the  present  instance  there  was  not 
evidence  of  direct  bribery  in  more  than 
eleven  or  twelve  cases  (the  number  was 
certainly  under  twenty)  out  of  600  voters. 
He  maintained,  that  that  was  not  an  ex- 
tent of  cormption  sufficient  to  justify  the 
interference  now  called  for.  And  as  to 
treating,  to  which  he  had  already  alluded, 
if  the  principle  were  pushed  as  far  as  it 
would  go, and  to  the  extent  proposed,  any 
Membtf  might  be  unseated,  and  the  issue 
of  a  writ  suspended  for  any  place  in  the 
kingdom.  There  was  nothing  illegal  in  a 
gentleman  who  had  been  elected  in  No- 
vember, going  down  to  the  place  he  re- 
presented in  January  and  making  a  distri- 
Imtioo  of  money,  provided  he  had  not 
precored  votes  by  a  promise  of  such  dis- 
tribution, and  provided  there  had  been  no 
previous  understanding  on  the  subject. 
There  might  be  reasons  for  altering  the 
law  in  this  respect,  but  the  House  had  now 
to  do  With  the  law  as  it  stood,  and  must 
aet  upon  it.  In  conclusion,  he  again  ex- 
pressed bis  opinion,  that  no  case  had  been 
omde  out  against  the  borough  sufficient 
to  jostify  the  suspension  of  the  writ. 

The  Atiiomeff  Oemeral^  considering  the 
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anthority  on  which  the  case  had  been 
broaght  forward,  and  reooUectiiig  that  the 
object  of  the  Reform  Bill  was  to  prevent 
cormptioD^  of  which  he  looked  upon  the 
present  as  a  decided  case,  felt  bound  by 
doty  and  principle  to  vote  for  the  Reso- 
lutions. The  object  of  the  Reform  Bill 
was  to  secore  a  pure  representatioo  of  the 
people  in  that  House  by  means  of  as  pore 
and  independent  an  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise  as  possible.  That  object  had 
been  defeated  in  the  case  of  the  borough 
of  Hertford.  It  returned  two  noble  Lords, 
than  whom  no  two  individuals  could  be 
more  unexceptionable  in  point  of  cha« 
racter,  or  fitter  to  sit  as  Members  of  that 
House:  yet,  the  Committee  had  been 
compelled  by  the  law  and  by  the  princi-» 
pies  of  the  Gmistitution  to  eject  those  two 
noble  Lords»  not  on  aceoant  of  any  per* 
sonal  faults  (for  no  report  accused  either 
of  them  individually  of  corruption  or 
bribery),  but  because  the  constitoency  of 
Hertfonl  had  abused  its  trust.  The  Com- 
mittee had  reported  that  bribery  and 
treating  had  prevailed  previously  td,  and 
during  the  last  election  for  the  borough  of 
Hertford.  Was  the  House  prepared  to 
disgrace  the  Committee  by  expunging  that 
statement  from  its  records  l  He  could  not 
bring  himself  to  believe  that  any  Gentleman 
would  be  hardy  enough  to  propose  that. 
If,  then,  the  Resolution  which  had  been 
come  to  by  the  Committee  was  not  to  re- 
main a  dead  letter,  what  other  course  was 
there  for  the  House  to  pursue  but  thai 
which  had  been  proposed  by  his  hon. 
friend,  the  member  for  Rochester?  He  did 
not  wish  to  do  any  thmg  harsh  towards 
the  parlies  implicated  in  this  afiair;  but 
he  must  say,  that  he  thought  the  Resolution 
before  the  House  was  scarcely  sufficiently 
strong  to  meet  the  case.  The  Committee  bad 
resolved  that  the  bribery  and  treating  whieli 
prevailed  at  this  election  deserved  the  se- 
rious consideration  of  the  House  —  waa 
the  House  prepared  to  say  that  bribery 
and  treating  during  this  election,  the  con- 
sequence of  which  had  been  the  unsaatn 
ing  of  the  two  Members  for  this  borongh, 
did  not  deserve  its  serious  considerstion  ? 
Would  any  lion.  Member,  in  the  faoe  of 
the  people  of  Eugland,  dare  to  say  so  1 
Was  the  fact  of  bribery  and  treating  dia^ 
puted?  Was  it  doubted?  Would  My 
Gentleman  propose  to  expunge  the  R^ao* 
lution  of  the  Committee  from  the  raoorda 
of  the  House  ?  Unless  the  House  inqnir^l 
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the  ejM  ef  the  public  and  foriWit  ito  con- 
fidvnce* 

Mr.  PoUoA  Midy  that  if  mferenee  were 
made  to  the  Report  before  the  HouWy  it 
woeid  be  teen,  that  the  Resolution  to 
which  the  Conmittee  had  come  was  at 
least  pfematare,  if  not  absolately  unjnst. 
The  Report  did  not  iihplicate  the  sitting 
Memberi,  and  it  would  have  been  fully 
jttstiSed  if  a  single  instance  of  bribery  and 
trsatiog  had  been  proved  previously  to,  or 
doring  the  election.    All  that  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  said  was,  that  it  appear* 
ed  to  them  that  bribery  and  treating  did 
preiail  daring  that  period.     Why  did  it 
lay  it  appeared  to  them  ?  Because  it  was 
not  before  the  Committee  to  decide  whe- 
ther brRiery  end  corruption  prevailed  or 
not  Re,  for  one»  did  not  know  until  this 
night  what   Resolution  the  bon.    Mem- 
ber who    bad    been  Chairman  of   the 
GoBBfliitlee  intended  to  move  upon  this 
sabject,  and  he  thought,  taking  into  ac- 
count the  body  of  evidence  contained  in 
the  Report  of  the  Committee,  that  bon. 
Members  riiould  be  allowed  time  for  ooa- 
tidemtion  before  they  were  called  upon  to 
come  to  a  decision  upon  the  matter.    It 
was  impossible  for  them  at  once  to  travel 
tbroagh  4dO  pages  of  evidence ;  and  it 
wu  only  foir,  that  they  should  know  some 
time  befeieband  the  scope  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Resolutions,  and  the  extent  to 
wbieh  he  would  go  in  any  measure  he 
might  propose  to  the  House.     If  the  hon. 
Member  woald  bring  forward  any  general 
measoie,  the  ofc^t  of  which  weald  be  to 
prevent  Uie  recurrence  of  scenes  of  this 
kind  ia  every  other  place  hereafter,  he  (Mr. 
Pollock)  was  prepared  fully  to  go  with  him 
te  that  extent ;  but  the  House  should  not 
come  to  a  lesolotion  that  bribery  and 
tfeating  bad  prevailed  in  this  particular 
iaitaaee,  without  hearing  the  parties  ac- 
f'«    cased  in  their  defence.     The  statement 
'*    of  the  Goanmitlee  merely  went  to  show, 
thai  brihory  and  treating  appeared  to  have 
prevailed — it  did  not  state  that  it  had 
prevaifed.    If  bribery  did  prevail,  why  did 
not  the  hon.  Member  bring  in  a  Bill  at 
oooe  to  disiraiicbtse  the  borough ;    and 
wheie  wan  the  neeeasity  of  appointing  a 
Select  CooNnittee  to  tell  them  that  it  had 
prevailed  ?  He  wooid  put  it  to  the  House, 
whether  tbeie  was  enough  in  the  evidence 
coDtaioed  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
to  call  for  legislative  interference  to  dis- 
fiaaehise  tUs  borough  f 
Mr.  Hardly  would  not  have  troubled 


the  House  on  this  occasion,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  speeches  of  the  learned  Gen- 
tleman who  had  just  sat  down,  and  of 
other  boo.  Members  who  opposed  the 
Motion.  He  ditfered  altogether  from 
those  hon.  Members.  It  was  only  neces- 
sary to  look  into  a  few  pages  of  the  evi- 
dence contained  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  to  see  that  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption had  prevailed  to  a  considerable 
extent  in  this  borough.  It  appeared,  from 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Longmore,  that  after 
the  iaauing  of  the  writ,  2,000/.  had  been 
expended,  and  it  was  in  evidence  that 
4,000/.  had  been  expended  previous  to 
that  period.  Was  thme  more  complele 
eridence  required  to  prove  that  bnbery 
and  treating  had  been  practised  in  this 
borough? 

The  Eari  of  K^rry  would  not  have  ad- 
dressed the  House  but  that  the  Resolution 
of  the  Select  Committee  of  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  form  a  part  had  been  allud- 
ed to,  and  a  complaint  had  been  made 
that  the  evidence  had  not  been  a  auffici- 
ently  long  time  befora  the  House  in  order 
to  come  to  a  proper  adjudication  or  deet* 
sion  upon  the  RaK>lution  which  had  been 
submitted  for  adoption  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  for  Rochester.  Neither 
the  Resolution  of  the  Committee,  nor  that 
proposed,  involved  the  question  of  the 
disfranchisement  of  the  borough  of  Hert* 
ford,  as  had  been  assumed  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Bradford  and  other  Members, 
but  sought  a  further  inquiry  only.  The 
evidence  had  already  been  upward  of  aix 
weeka  on  the  Table  of  the  House,  and  the 
objection  on  that  head  was  therefore  ill 
founded ;  neither  had  he  anticipated  any 
opposition  to  the  Resolution  before  the 
House  on  the  ground  of  expediency.  In 
allusion  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
Lord,  the  member  for  Monmouthshire,  he 
must  observe,  that  if  such  a  case  as  that 
which  he  had  stated  had  occumd  in  a 
county,  the  House  would  not  proeeed  to 
disfranchise  that  county,  but  would  adopt 
such  measures  as  might  seem  meet  for  ^e 
regulation  of  its  constituency. 

Sir  Henry  Hardmye  denied,  that  suffi- 
cient time  had  been  given  to  the  House 
for  the  consideration  of  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  Select  Committee,  which  had 
adjudicated  upon  the  Petition  complain- 
ing  of  the  Hertford  election,  and  of  this 
the  hon.  member  for  Bradford  (Mr. 
Haidy)  had  himself  given  a  sufficient 
pruof  by  the  quotatioo  which  h«  hud 
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reformed  Parliament  could  best  secure  the 
ooafidence  and  aftections  of  the  people  of 
England  was  by  adopting  a  firm,  consci- 
entious, and  searching  inquiry  into  any 
caie  of  corruption  that  might  arise,  and  by 
taking  steps  to  remedy  the  evil. 

Mr.  Wynn  observed,  that  the  question 
was  not  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  late  mem- 
ber for  Hertford,  but  whether  the  electors 
of  that  borough  generally  had  abused  the 
trust  reposed  in  them  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  call  for  the  adoption  of  strong  mea- 
sures, and  justify  the  House  in  making  an 
alteration  in  the  constituency.  Bribery 
was  a  serious  ofience  by  Statute  and 
Oommon  Law,  both  in  the  receiver  and 
giver ;  but  to  constitute  the  oflfence,  the 
money  must  be  given  in  consideration  of 
a  vote ;  and  if  the  consideration  were  not 
proved,  a  general  giving  of  money  or 
clothes,  as  in  the  present  case,  was  not 
bribery.  Then  as  to  treating,  that  was  an 
ofTence  only  in  the  person  who  treated — 
voters  were  not  punishable  for  it.  In 
former  cases  (such  as  those  of  New  Shore- 
ham,  Grampound,  Aylesbury,  and  East 
Retford),  where  the  House  had  interfered, 
it  was  invariably  on  the  ground  that  bri- 
bery to  a  great  extent,  generally  embrac- 
ing a  majority  of  the  electors,  had  existed ; 
but  in  the  present  instance  there  was  not 
evidence  of  direct  bribery  in  more  than 
eleven  or  twelve  cases  (the  number  was 
certainly  under  twenty)  out  of  600  voters. 
He  maintained,  that  that  was  not  an  ex- 
tent of  corruption  sufficient  to  justify  the 
interference  now  called  for.  And  as  to 
treating,  to  which  he  had  already  alluded, 
if  the  principle  were  pushed  as  far  as  it 
would  go,  and  to  the  extent  proposed,  any 
Member  might  be  unseated,  and  the  issue 
of  a  writ  suspended  for  any  place  in  the 
kingdom.  There  was  nothing  illegal  in  a 
gentleman  who  had  been  elected  in  No- 
vember, going  down  to  the  place  he  re- 
presented in  January  and  making  a  distri- 
bution of  money,  provided  he  had  not 
procured  votes  by  a  promise  of  such  dis- 
tribution, and  provided  there  had  been  no 
?revious  understanding  on  the  subject, 
'here  might  be  reasons  for  altering  the 
law  in  this  respect,  but  the  House  had  now 
to  do  with  the  law  as  it  stood,  and  must 
act  upon  it.  In  conclusion,  he  again  ex- 
pressed his  opinion,  that  no  case  had  been 
made  out  against  the  borough  sufficient 
to  justify  the  suspension  of  the  writ. 
The  Attorney  General^  considering  the 

imporumt  oMture  oi  the  subject,  the  grave 


authority  on  which  the  case  had  been 
brought  forward,  and  recollecting  that  the 
object  of  the  Reform  Bill  was  to  prevent 
corruption,  of  which  he  looked  upon  the 
present  as  a  decided  case,  felt  bound  by 
duty  and  principle  to  vote  for  the  Reso- 
lutions. The  object  of  the  Reform  Bill 
was  to  secure  a  pure  representation  of  the 
people  in  that  House  by  means  of  as  pure 
and  independent  an  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise  as  possible.  That  object  had 
been  defeated  in  the  case  of  tlie  borough 
of  Hertford.  It  returned  two  noble  Lords, 
than  whom  no  two  individuals  could  be 
more  unexceptionable  in  point  of  cha- 
racter, or  fitter  to  sit  as  Members  of  that 
House:  yet,  the  Committee  had  been 
compelled  by  the  law  and  by  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution  to  eject  those  two 
noble  Lords,  not  on  account  of  any  per- 
sonal faults  (for  no  report  accused  either 
of  them  individually  of  corruption  or 
bribery),  but  because  the  constituency  of 
Hertford  had  abused  its  trust.  The  Com«> 
mittee  had  reported  tliat  bribery  and 
treating  had  prevailed  previously  to,  and 
during  the  last  election  for  the  borough  of 
Hertford.  Was  the  House  prepared  to 
disgrace  the  Committee  by  expunging  that 
statement  from  its  records  ?  He  could  not 
bring  himself  to  believe  that  any  Gentleman 
would  be  hardy  enough  to  propose  that. 
If,  then,  the  Resolution  which  had  been 
come  to  by  the  Committee  was  not  to  re- 
main a  dead  letter,  what  other  course  was 
there  for  the  House  to  pursue  but  that 
which  had  been  proposed  by  his  hon. 
friend,  the  member  for  Rochester  ?  He  did 
not  wish  to  do  any  thing  harsh  towards 
the  parties  implicated  in  this  affair;  but 
he  must  say,  that  he  thought  the  Resolution 
before  the  House  was  scarcely  sufficiently 
strong  to  meet  the  case.  The  Committee  had 
resolved  that  the  bribery  and  treating  which 
prevailed  at  this  election  deserved  the  se- 
rious consideration  of  the  House  —  was 
the  House  prepared  to  say  that  bribery 
and  treating  during  this  election,  the  con- 
sequence of  which  had  been  tlie  unseat-t 
ing  of  the  two  Members  for  this  borough, 
did  not  deserve  its  serious  consideration  ? 
Would  any  hon.  Member,  in  the  face  of 
the  people  of  England,  dare  to  say  so  ? 
Was  the  fact  of  bribery  and  treating  dis- 
puted ?  Was  it  doubted  ?  Would  any 
Gentleman  propose  to  expunge  the  Reso- 
lution of  the  Committee  from  the  records 
of  the  House  ?  Unless  the  House  inquired 
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circmitttancet  could  apply  to  the  question 
before  the  House ;  they  did  not  at  all  bear 
upon  the  subject. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  he  took  it  for 
granted  that  the  hon.  Member  would 
bring  his  observations  to  bear  upon  the 
Motion  before  the  House,  and  that  he 
meant  to  make  some  proposition  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr.  TFord  conceived  that  the  facts  to 
which  he  had  allnded  called  for  serious 
consideration.  It  had  appeared,  that  the 
Mayor  of  Hertford  had  given  a  plot  of 
i^roaod  for  a  gang  of  gipsies,  whose  busi- 
ness during  the  election  was  intimidation, 
to  encamp. 

The  Speaker  b^;ged  to  remind  the  hon. 
Member  of  the  terms  of  the  Resolution 
which  had  been  proposed,  which  was,  that 
the  bribery  and  treatmg  which  prevailed 
at  and  previous  to  the  late  election  for  the 
borough  of  Hertford,  deserved  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Ward  still  contended  that  the  facts 
he  was  prepared  to  state,  and  which  were 
vouched  by  affidavits  now  in  his  hand, 
were  fit  subject  matter  for  inquiry.  He 
should  avail  himself , of  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  the  subject  before  the 
House.  With  reference  to  the  Resolution, 
he  should  give  it  his  support,  at  the  same 
time  protesting  a^nst  the  total  disfran- 
chisement of  the  borough  of  Hertford, 
which  contained  many  respectable  persons 
of  all  parties. 

Mr.  Goulbum  would  detain  the  House 
but  a  very  few  minutes.  The  Resolutions 
of  his  hon.  friend  appeared  to  him  highly 
objectionable ;  for  the  object  of  his  hon. 
friend  was  to  appoint  a  Committee,  not  to 
ioquire  into  the  existence  of  extensive 
bribery  and  corrupt  treating  in  the  borough 
of  Hertford,  but  to  devise  means  for  pun- 
ishing that,  to  the  existence  of  which  it 
appeared  he  had  made  up  his  mind,  and 
which,  he  therefore  assumed,  the  House 
would  as  readily  credit,  and  act  upon. 
Tbey  had  before  them  the  indictment, 
certainly  ;  but  was  it  fair  to  call  on  them 
to  proceed  to  judgment,  without  first  going 
through  that  stage,  which  appeared  to  him 
to  be  no  unnecessary  form  —namely,  an  im* 
partial  trial,  where  the  accused  party 
would  have,  at  least,  an  opportunity  of 
defence  afforded  him*  Allusion  had  been 
made  to  the  case  of  Newry ;  he  begged 
leave  to  read  to  the  House  the  recom- 
mendation contained  in  the  Special  Report 
of  the  Committee.    In  the  case  of  Newry, 


the  Committee  reported  that  bribery  pre- 
vailed to  a  considerable  extent  in  that 
borough ;  whereas,  in  the  instance  before 
them,  all  that  was  alleged  by  the  Com- 
mittee was,  that  bribery  and  treating  pre- 
vailed, without  saying  to  any  extent ;  and 
they  were,  therefore,  called  upon  to  punish 
this  constituency  for  what  might  turn  out 
to  be  merely  a  few  individual  cases.  It 
was  the  extent  of  corruption  alone  which 
could  be  considered  to  constitute  a  crime 
on  the  part  of  the  borough  generally.  The 
case  of  Newry,  a  borough  containing  a 
constituency  of  about  600,  was,  in  all 
its  circumstances,  very  analogous  to  that 
of  Hertford ;  and  there  the  Resolution  of 
the  Committee  was,  that  the  Attorney 
General  should  prosecute  the  individuals 
who  were  most  prominently  engaged  in 
these  corrupt  practices.  He  regretted 
that  a  similar  plan  had  not  been  adopted 
on  the  present  occasion;  but,  at  all 
events,  he  trusted  that  the  House  would 
not  stultify  its  already  declared  opinion 
by  coming  to  a  Resolution  condemnatory 
of  the  borough,  without  hearing  its  de- 
fence. If  he  really  thought  that  bribery 
prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent  in  Hert- 
ford, he  should  most  certainly  desire  that 
an  opportunity  of  establishing  or  refuting 
that  fact  should  be  given ;  and  no  one 
would  be  more  ready  than  himself  to 
punish  the  offenders,  if  this  could  be 
proved.  But  he  did  not  think  a  sufficient 
case  had  been  made  out  to  warrant  the 
adoption  of  such  a  course;  and  he,  there- 
fore, certainly  could  not  concur  in  a 
Resolution  which  was  to  be  followed  by 
another,  having  for  its  object  either  the 
total  disfranchisement  of  the  borough  of 
Hertford,  or  the  swamping  of  that  consti- 
tuency with  new  voters ;  thereby  render- 
ing the  franchise  comparatively  valueless. 
He  would  satisfy  the  impatience  of  the 
House,  and  conclude  by  expressing  his 
determination,  on  these  grounds,  to  oppose 
the  Motion. 

Lord  John  Russell^ — after  the  able 
speech  which  had  been  made  by  his  hon. 
friend  in  opening  the  question  which  was 
totally  unanswered,  should  not  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  trouble  the  House, 
had  it  not  been  for  some  observations 
which  he  had  recently  heard.  The  defence 
which  had  been  set  up  in  the  present  case, 
was  precisely  the  same  as  had  been  set 
up  on  all  former  charges  of  bribery  and 
corruption.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  contended  that  the  effect  of  the  pro* 
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vere  terms  upon  the  conduct  of  a  Savings 
Bank  at  Exeter,  and  stated  generally  that 
Savings  Banks  cost  the  country  more  than 
it  benefited  by  them.  He  thought  such 
attacks  came  with  peculiar  ill  grace  from 
the  hon.  member  for  Birmingham,  who 
professed  to  be  the  advocate  for  the  work- 
ing classes ;  there  was  no  institution  in  the 
country  likely  to  be  more  beneficial  to  that 
class  than  those  Banks. 

Mr.  Attwood  replied,  that  he  had  stated 
nothing  on  his  own  knowledge,  but  on  the 
assertions  of  a  petitioner  who  informed  the 
House  that  those  Banks  cost  the  country 
27,000/.  a-year,  while  the  amount  of 
deposits  was  600,000/. ;  and  he  supposed 
the  expenses  had  not  been  reduced.  That 
money,  in  his  opinion,  could  be  better 
applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice  positively  denied  the 
statements  of  the  hon.  Member.  Those 
institutions  had  been  most  beneficial  to 
the  country  generally. 

Petition  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Slavery.]  Mr.  William  Roche^  on 
presenting  five  Petitions  from  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists  of  Limerick,  and  its  neighbour- 
hood, against  the  Negro  Slavery  said : — 
The  five  petitions  which  I  hold  in  my  hand, 
and  shall  beg  leave  to  lay  on  the  Table  of 
the  House,  came  from  the  city  and  vi- 
cinity of  the  city  (Limerick)  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  represent,  and  relate  to 
the  unchristian,  the  inhuman,  and  un- 
natural practice  of  Negro  Slavery  in  the 
British  Colonies,  the  injustice  and  horrors 
of  which  are  depicted  by  petitioners  in 
terms  no  less  lively,  no  le^  creditable  to 
them,  than  unfortunately  and  painfully 
true — Sir,  when  I  inform  the  House  that 
these  petitions  emanate  from  a  most  re- 
spectable portion  of  the  members  of  the 
"  Wesleyan  Communion,"  I  am  sure  it 
will  confer  upon  them  a  weight  which 
their  opinions  and  feelings,  pre-eminently 
on  this  subject,  stand  so  deservedly  en- 
titled to :  tor  no  class  of  society  has  done 
more  or  suffered  more  in  their  benign 
and  Christian-like  zeal,  to  rescue  ]}ie 
character  of  this  country  from  so  foul  a 
stain,  or  in  their  endeavours  to  mitigate  its 
various  evils  both  physical  and  moral, 
during  its  disgraceful  existence ;  an  ex« 
istence  which  I  am  happy  to  think  is  now 
near  very  near  its  dissolution  for  ever.  I 
shall  not  detain  the  House  any  longer 
than  to  express  my  entire  concurrence  in 
the  views  and  wishes  of  the  petitioners,  and 


the  gratification  I  feel  in  being  tttade  the 
medium  of  conveying  to  tha  ifoaM  aanti- 
ments  and  supplications  on  this  intcreatlng 
subject  so  congenial  with  mv  own, 
f^etitions  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Hertford  Election,]  Mft  B^nrmal, 
having  moved,  that  the  Special  Report 
from  the  Committee  upon  the  merits  of  ibe 
late  Election  for  the  BoroMgh  of  Hertford 
be  read,  said,  it  became  his  duty  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  certaio  parts 
of  the  evidenca  contained  in  the  Roport 
which  peremptorily  required  horn  the  * 
House  a  deliberate  and  strict  opinioo  upoo 
the  extraordinsry  proceedings  which  wore 
there  detailed.  He  should  not  detain  the 
House  with  any  prefatory  observations, 
and  that  he  miaht  not  weary  thtm*  would 
point  only  to  tnose  parts  of  the  case  which 
appeared  in  his  eyes  the  most  tainted. 
In  1 83 1. a  (beling  rose  up  in  the  boroneb 
pf  Hertford  adverse  to  the  return  of  Mr. 
Duncombe  as  their  Heprest&t«tiv«  in 
Parliament.  A  club  ealled  the  Unioa 
Club  was  formedi  and  met  from  time  to 
timei  the  object  of  which  was  to  oon- 
coet  plaAs  for  the  return  of  a  man  of 
whose  prineiples  the  Membere  laigbl  ap- 
prove. It  was  afterwards  thrown  open ; 
the  onlv  pledge  required  from  new  Mem- 
bers being,  that  they  should  support  the 
man  in  whose  interest  the  club  might 
choose  to  embark.  Soon  afterwards  re- 
freshments were  at  every  meeting  distn- 
buted,  and  no  payment  whatever  waa  re- 
quired for  them.  Every  one  had  what  h« 
liked,  free  of  any  expense  whatever. 
Early  in  the  spring  a  requisition  from  this 
club  was  forwarded  to  Lord  Ingestrie,  and 
in  May  the  noble  Lord  consented  to  cone 
forward  as  a  candidate.  He  (Mr.  Bernall 
must  here  introduce  the  name  of  a  Mr. 
George  Nicholson,  which  would  fluently 
be  mentioned  in  the  course  of  the  discui- 
sion,  and  who  was  in  considerable  private 
practice  as  a  lawyer,  besides  being  Under 
Sheriff,  having  the  good  fortune  to  possess 
as  a  client  the  Marc^uess  of  Salisbury*  Tbii 
Gentleman,  it  was  in  evidence,  being  ap- 
plied to  for  his  fostering  carCi  entered  the 
club,  and  afterwards  supplied  it  with 
money.  It  was  also  in  evidence  that  there 
had  been  serious  disputes  amon^  the 
lending  members  of  the  club,  on  accouat 
of  the  complaints  of  Nicholson,  as  to  the 
great  expense  incurred  by  the  Members; 
and  in  some  cases  he  must  admit  thia  gen- 
tieroan  had  refused  to  pay  those  oapensei. 
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It  was  in  evidence  that  the  Unionists  had 
wallred  in  procession,  that  a  dinner  had 
been  giTen  by  Alderman  Clark,  that  the 
Unionists,  as  a  body,  had  attended  that 
dinner ;  and,  as  they  had  shown  themselves 
a  body  capable  of  givingefflcient  support  to 
any  particular  cause,  so  they  required  as- 
sistance to  be  given  to  them  in  return, 
should  they  tited  it.  There  had  been  a 
practice  in  the  borough  of  distributing 
dinner  tickets,  or  as  they  were  called,  re- 
freshment tickets.  He  had  known  some- 
thing of  elections;  but  this  distribution  of 
dinner  tickets  was  a  perfect  novelty.  In 
the  month  of  August  the  first  issue  of 
these  tickets  took  place.  The  general 
number  of  these  tickets  consisted  of  orders 
to  the  amount '  ofl^f.  6d.  and  5$.  each. 
The  great  agent  fbr  the  two  noble  Lords 
appeared  to  have  been  a  Mr.  Dack.  That 
person  had  become  a  man  of  great  im- 
portance under  the  fostering  care  of  Mr. 
George  Nicholson.  On  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Nicholson,  from  his  own  distinct 
avowal,  and  from  the  confession  pf  his 

Krtner,  it  appeared  that  at  least  100/.  had 
en  paid  in  August  last  for  the  issue  of 
tickets  upon  this  occasion.    He  did  not 
mean  to  contend  that  men  should  be  de- 
prived of  proper  refreshment ;  but  he  was 
convinced  that  if  a  strict  line  of  demarca- 
tion was  not  adopted  and  adhered  to,  they 
would  ascend  the  steps  of  the  grossest 
bribery  and  corruption.     He  was  prepared 
to  prove,  fVom  the  evidence  taken  before 
the  Committee,  that  these  tickets  were 
issued,  not  solely  for  refreshment,  but  as  a 
sort  of  paper  coin  to  circulate  through  the 
shops  of  the  town,  and  that  they  were 
paia  as  such  for  calico,  linen,  tea,  sugar, 
meat,  and  other  things,  all  of  which  were 
obtained  through  the  use  of  these  tickets ; 
so  that  the  pretence  of  their  being  refresh- 
ment tickets  was  a  mere  election  manoeuvre. 
Mr.  Nicholson  admitted,  that  he  had  no 
particular  check  over  the  issue  of  these 
tickets,  but  that  the  person  by  whom  they 
Were  issued  did  as  he  pleased  in  the  issue. 
Bnbsequently  to  the  month   of  August, 
there  had  been  two  other  issues  of  tickets, 
the  latter  of  which  took  place  on  the  28th 
of  November,  a  few  days  before  the  test  of 
the  writ.     Mr.  Pollard,  a  woollen-draper, 
said,  that  tickets  of  this  kind  had  come 
into  his  shop  during  the  election  week. 
When  they  were  presented  for  the  purchase 
of  goods  at  the  shop  to  the  amount  of  the 
value  of  the  notes,  the  shopman  at  fhst 
refttsed  them,  and  then  went  to  Mr.  Dack 


to  ask  him  whether  the  tickets  woold  be 
paid,  or  rather  in  their  peculiar  phrase, 
would  be  "  honoured  T'  Dack  said,  that 
they  would  be  duly  honoured,  and  goods 
were  then  furnished  on  the  credit  of  these 
tickets,  and  a  sum  of  9/.  7s.  6d.  was  paid 
for  them  after  the  election.  In  the  same 
manner  meat  was  obtained*  on  the  credit 
of  these  tickets,  from  a  Mr.  Huckiss,  a 
butcher.  When  such  facts  were  clearly 
proved  on  the  evidence,  was  he  required 
to  say  that  this  was  a  mere  shallow  device 
to  evade  the  law  against  bribery  at  elec- 
tions ?  It  appeared  that  there  were  only 
690  voter^  on  the  registry,  and  670  of 
these  persons  polled  at  the  last  election. 
The  sum  of  300/.  to  expend  among  such 
a  constituency  in  the  small  borough-town 
of  Hertford  was  much  too  large  to  be  re- 
quired for  refreshments,  and  he  did  not 
think  he  was  going  too  far  in  calling  the 
pretence  of  refreshment  under  such  cir- 
cumstances a  mere  shallow  device.  But 
the  case  was  atill  stronger,  for  the  tickets 
were  not  confined  to  sums  of  2s.  6d.  and  5t. 
for  there  were  some  tickets  for  lOs.  [A 
nMe  Lord  dissented  from  this  statement  J\ 
Such  a  statement  was  certainly  made  in 
several  parts  of  the  evidence.  James 
Taylor,  at  page  197,  said,  that  tickets  for 
lOs.^achhad  been  left  at  his  House  in 
purchase  of  the  goods  he  sold.  Again, 
Francis  Wilson,  at  page  103,  stated  the 
same  thing  with  respect  to  tickets  brought 
to  his  House  in  November  1832.  He 
now  came  to  another  serious  matter,  the 
practice  of  treating,  which  he  was  prepared 
to  prove  prevailed  to  a  great  extent.  Ac- 
cording to  the  strict  letter  of  the  law  at 
this  moment,  there  could  be  no  treating 
before  the  test  of  the  writ.  Still,  though 
that  was  the  fact  as  respected  the  letter  of 
the  law — still  it  was  notorious,  that  there 
was  constantly  treating  to  a  most  gross 
and  abominable  extent.  He  did  not  charge 
the  noble  Lords  who  had  been  returned 
for  the  borough  with  being  personally 
guilty  of  treating.  It  was  sufilicient  if  he 
was  able  to  fix  that  upon  their  avowed  and 
authorised  agents,  and  he  thought  he 
could  do  so  most  satisfactorily.  Francis 
Edwards,  whose  evidence  was  reported  in 
p.  275,  and  the  following  pages,  stated, 
that  a  Bill  had  been  rnn  up  at  his  house 
to  the  amount  of  270/.,  for  three  days — 
December  10th,  the  11th,  and  the  12th. 
Now,  those  days  were  the  nomination  day 
and  the  two  election  days.  When  asked 
from  whom  he  expected  payment^  he  said 
D2 
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that  he  looked  to  a  man  named  Atkins, 
who  it  appeared  was  a  small  saddler  in 
Hertford,  and  who  was  not  likely  to  incur 
the  expense  on  his  own  account.     Another 
person,  a  Mrs.  Cook,  whose  evidence  was 
printed  at  p.  277,  said,  that  she  had  a  bill 
.  for  94/.,  incurred  at  her  house  for  refresh- 
ments during  the  nomination  and  the  two 
election  days.     She  had  opened  her  house 
under  the  orders  of  two  persons,  of  the 
names  of   Baker  and   Fordham.     Then, 
again,  there  was  Robert  Gill,  who  kept  the 
Maidenhead  public  house,  and  whose  house 
had  been  open  in  the  month  of  December 
under  the  directions  of  Mr.  Dack  and  of  a 
Mr.  Munday.     In  p.  286,  was  the  evidence 
of  a  person  named  Farrer,  who  had  a  bill 
for  177/.,  for  things  furnished  in  his  house 
from  the  18th  November  to  the  12th  De- 
cember.    When  pressed  to  declare  from 
whom  he  expected  payment,  he  said  he 
expected  it  from  Mr.  George  Nicholson, 
but  it  appeared  that  he  had  made  out  his 
bill  in  the  names  of  two  poor  labouring 
men.     There  were  several  other  persons 
who  had  small  bills  which  they  had  sent 
in  to  Mr.  George  Nicholson,  and  which, 
at  least,  had  not  been  rejected  by  that 
Gentleman.     There  was  another  tavern- 
keeper,  one  John  Nicholson,  who  kept  the 
.  Red  Cow,  and  with  whom  a  bill  for  SAL 
had  been  incurred  for  refreshments  fur- 
nished  to  voters    on  the  polling  days. 
Then  there   was  a  charge  of  110/.   for 
bullies.     He  ought  to  mention,  that  John 
Nicholson's    house     had     been    opened 
avowedly  under  the  direction  of  two  per- 
sons, in  the  town,  but  who  could  not  in 
reality  have  been  the  persons  to  whom 
credit  was  given,  since  one  of  them  was 
only  foreman  to  a  plumber  in  the  town, 
and  the  other  had  been  but  recently  a  de- 
clared insolvent.     The  person  who  kept 
the  Woolpack,  whose  evidence  was  at  p. 
248,  stated  that  he  had  a  bill  for  220/. 
for  refreshments,  and  that  he  had  opened 
his  House  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Tysoe.     He  should  now  have  occa- 
sion to  mention  a  most  important  person, 
a  Mr.  Newman  who  was. well  known  in  the 
Committee  by  the  nameof  Doey  Newman. 
This  man  admitted,  that  his  shop,  which 
was  a   baker's  shop,  he    had  converted 
into  a  Tom  and  Jerry  shop,  and  had  dis- 
tributed beer  on  the  election  day  to  the 
amount  of  82/.     He  had  also  a  bill  for 
170/.  headed  ''  Election  Account,"  but  to 
whom  the  credit  was  given  did  not  dis- 
tinctly appear.    There  was  a  person  named 


Joseph  Cooke,  who  had  a  bill  for  I50/L 
He  kept  his  house  open  under  the  orden 
of  a  man  named  R.  Drummond.     Afiec 
all  these  smaller  houses,  he  came  to  the 
chief  inn  in  the  place,  the  Salisbury  Arms, 
kept  by  William  Griffiths,  who  had  a  bill 
for  440/.   which  now  remained  unpaid. 
On  being  questioned  about  this  bill,  be 
said  he  did  not  desire  it  to  be  paid,  and 
he  added, ''  though  I  cannot  afford  to  lose 
it,  yet  I  do  not  knonF-  who  is  to  pay  it." 
In  this  manner  considerable  doubt  and 
mystery  h  ung  over  these  accounts.     It  ap- 
peared, however,  that  bills  to  the  amount 
of  1,700/.,  still  remained  unpaid.     Thai 
sum  had  been  expended  after  the  test  of 
the  writ.     [An  Hon,  Member  said,  that 
this  was  a  small  amount].    If  the  boa. 
Member    thought    so-^though   to    him, 
considering  the  small  numbers  of  the  con- 
stituency, he  thought  it  a  lai^e  aum — ^be 
would  only  add,  that,  by  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  George  Nicholson,  it  appeared  that 
2,500/.  had  been  expended   before  the 
test  of  the  writ.     He  did  not  pretend  to 
equal  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  Wynn)  in  knowledge  of  parliaroeotary 
law,  but  he  wished  to  call  that  right  hoo. 
Gentleman's  attention  to  the  Resolutioa 
of  the  House  in  1677  against  Treating. 
^That  Resolution  had  been  made  a  Stand- 
ing Order  in  the  subsequent  year.     Iq  the 
year  1695,  the  statute  7.  Will.  3rd.,  c,  4, 
was  passed  upon  the  subject  of  treating. 
It  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  afibrding 
a  furtherremedy  s^inst  theabominable  sys- 
tem that  had  been  got  up.  The  ReaolutioD 
of  the  House,  afterwards  made  a  Standing 
Order,  had  mentioned  the  sum  of  10/., 
but  the  statute  did  not  refer  to  that  or  any 
other  particular  amount,  but  directed  its 
provisions     against    treating    generally. 
There  was,  however,  this  further  distinc* 
tion  between   them,   that  the  Standing 
Order  made  the  mere  treating  an  offence, 
whereas  the  Act  required,  that  to  consti- 
tute the  offence,  the  treating  must   have 
been  for  the  purposes  of  the  election.     It 
was  much  to  be  regretted  that  they  had 
coquetted  as  they  had  done  with  the  law 
of  bribery.     They  had  not  made  their  ap* 
preaches  in  a  manly  and  steady   way. 
They  had  not  done  what  they  ought,  to 
make  the  arm  of  the  law  long  enough  and 
strong  enough   to  reach  the  offence   of 
treating  before  the  time  of  the  election. 
As  the  law  now  stood,  the  greatest  corrop* 
tion  was  practised  in  the  way  of  treatiDg, 
and  provided  this  was  done  before   the 
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test  of  the  writ," the ofTence  remained  with- 
out punishment.  Yet  its  eviJ  effects  must 
be  acknowledged  by  all,  and  the  extrava- 
gance committed  m  that  way  by  some 
men  often  occasioned  the  ruin  of  their 
families.  He  did  not  despair  of  the  Legis- 
lature being  able  to  provide  a  remedy  for 
this  abominable  evil ;  and  if  they  called 
themselves  a  Reformed  Parliament,  the 
evidence  that  they  were  so  should  be 
found  in  the  Government  seriously  address- 
ing itself  to  these  matters,  and  following 
up  the  recommendations  of  Committees 
witl^  some  enactments  to  prevent  such 
scandalous  corruption  in  future.  It  was 
too  much  for  any  individual  Member  to 
undertake  such  a  task,  so  replete  with  dif- 
ficulties, and  so  certain  of  being  received 
with  ingratitude.  It  was  too  much  to  ex- 
pect him  to  allow  such  a  bill  to  be  tacked 
to  his  tail  like  a  kettle  to  the  tail  of  a  dog, 
and  to  have  to  attend  there,  from  the 
sitting  of  the  House  to  its  rising,  through 
all  those  tedious  hours,  to  get  the  Bill 
passed  through  a  stage,  and  to  receive, 
almost  as  a  personal  favour,  an  order  for 
its  committal  or  recommittal  at  a  parti- 
cular time.  This  was  a  task  which  no 
Member,  in  his  individual  capacity,  ought 
to  undertake,  and  which  he,  for  one,  cer- 
tainly would  not.  If  that  House  thought 
that  the  matter  ought  to  be  taken  up 
seriously,  he  called  on  the  Government  to 
do  it.  For  himself,  he  would  not  under- 
take, like  the  man  of  yore,  to  leap  into  the 
gulf,  and  sacrifice  himself  to  a  public  ob- 
ject, which  might  be  attained  in  a  better 
manner  without  such  a  sacrifice.  Some- 
thing, however,  must  be  done.  There 
were  now  the  cases  of  four  or  five  bo- 
roughs under  the  consideration  of  the 
House;  and,  in  considering  them,  the 
House  must  not  be  too  nice  and  too  deli- 
cate— ^they  must  not  ''strain  at  a  gnat  and 
swallow  a  camel.'*  They  must  not  allow 
it  to  be  said,  that  it  was  not  exactly  proved 
that  those  noble  Lords  had  not  given  a 
warrant  of  attorney  for  the  expenses  at 
the  various  taverns.  He  trusted  that  he 
never  had  and  never  should  allow  his  poli- 
tical sentiments  to  bias  his  judicial  opin- 
ions ;  he  hoped  that  he  had  not  done  so 
in  the  present  case;  but  he  must  say, 
that  there  was  evidence — and  an  accumu- 
lation of  evidence — sufficient  to  affect  the 
present  constituency  of  the  town  of  Hert- 
ford. The  sum  of  1,700/.  for  treating 
after  the  test  of  the  writ,  still  remained 
unpaid;  there  w^re.  other  accounts  of 


the  same  kind  that  had  been  settled  in 
the  name  of  Mr.  George  Nicholson,  ^at 
the  Bank.     Much  of  the  money  thus  ex- 
pended  was  expended  under  the  direction 
of  Dack,  of  Waddel,  and  of  various  other 
persons,  who,  in  other  parts  of  the  busi-  • 
ness,  were  the  recognised  agents  of  the 
noble  Lords.     If  they  were  so  in  one  in- 
stance, he  had  a  right  to  presume  that 
they  were  so  in  another,  and  to  say  that 
their  conduct  must  affect  the  rights  and  ■ 
liabilities  of  their  principals.     If  that  was 
so,  then  he  had  a  right  to  assume,  that  the 
public  houses  were  opened,  if  not  by  the 
direct,  yet  by  the  indirect,  authority  of 
the  noble  Lords  themselves.    The  House 
should  remember,  that  they  were  not  now 
dealing  with  the  seats  of  Members.     They 
were  called  on  to  say  whether  the  borough 
was  in  a  healthful  state,  so  as  to  be  fit  to 
be  again  called  on  to  send  Members  to 
that  House,  or  whether  it  was  in  that  dis- 
eased state  that  a  remedy  must  be  applied 
to  it  before  it  could  be  allowed  again  to 
exercise  its  elective  franchise.     He  could 
not  dissemble  his  opinion,  that  it  was 
better  to  have  a  close  borough,  where  the 
seat  could  be  bought  from  one  individual 
for  2,000/.  or  3,000/.,  than  a  borough  with 
a  constituency  of  700  or  800  persons, 
whose  votes  could  not  be  obtained  at  a 
less  expense  than  5,000/.,  or  7,000/.     If 
any  man  could  read  the  Report  of  the 
evidence  on  this  case,  and  not  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  this  constituency  was  most 
corrupt,  he  could  only  say,  that  the  state  of 
mindofsuchamanwastohimmostamazing. 
The  very  counsel  for  the  sitting  Members, 
while  attempting  to  prove  that  they  had 
no  connexion  with  the  bribery  and  treating, 
never  denied   that  there  was   something 
rotten  in  the  state  of  Denmark.     A  prac- 
tice had  prevailed  at  former  elections,  and 
was  still  in  force  in  Hertford,  of  giving 
to  the  voters  a  fee  of  lOs.  after  the  elec- 
tion.   This  sum  was  expected  to  be  given 
by  each  of  the  successful  candidates.     It 
appeared  from  the  evidence  of  Nicholson 
and  Longmore,  that  670  voters  polled  at 
the  last  election,  and  that  from  300  to 
400  received  this  fee.     The  House  would 
see  on  referring  to  the  evidence  of  Charles 
Little,  p.  218,  that   that  witness   stated 
that  he  had  borrowed  1/.  upon  his  voting 
money — an  expression  which,  proved  that 
the  voting-money  paid  to  the  electors  at 
Hertford  was  considered  as  an  indefeasible 
security.      Now,  was  that  a  practice  to 
whichi  if  it  came  uqd^r  the  cognizance  of 
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Parliament,  Parliament  ought  to  give  the 
go-by  ?  The  House  was  not  now  called 
upon  to  deal  with  Lord  Ingestrie  or  Lord 
Mahon,  but  with  the  corruption  of  the 
borough  of  Hertford,  which,  beyond  all 
dispute  required  purification.  Besides 
the  leading  facts  which  he  had  already 
mentioned,  there  were  many  minor  cir- 
cumstances, all  leading  to  the  same  conclu- 
sion. Blankets  had  been  distributed  after 
the  election  to  different  voters  in  the 
interest  of  the  two  Lords.  He  mentioned 
this  fact  to  show  that  even  charity  had 
been  made  a  cloak  for  bribery;  not  that 
he  meant  to  insist  strongly  upon  it,  as  he 
knew  that  this  distribution  of  blankets  was 
not  uncommon  in  the  winter  season  after 
elections.  It  appeared,  however,  that 
400/.  or  500/.  had  been  advanced  to 
Twaddle  for  the  purchase  of  these  blankets 
as  a  sort  of  compensation  to  him  for  his 
services,  which  were  not  otherwise  remu- 
nerated. Now,  as  to  the  direct  bribery 
in  this  borough.  As  to  what  was  termed 
direct  bribery,  this  case  might  want  the 
marked  and  disgusting  features  obtruding 
themselves  in  the  instances  of  East  Retford 
or  Penryn ;  but  it  was  clear,  that  there 
was  a  corrupt  influence — an  atmosphere 
of  corruption  always  floating  about  the 
town  of  Hertford;  there  were  always 
plenty  of  Mephistophiles  whispering  in  the 
ears  of  the  voters,  like  the  Demon  in 
Goethe*s  **  Faustus,"  when  the  heroine  in 
a  celebrated  passage  was  obli<;ed  to  call 
upon  her  neighbour  for  the  loan  of  her 
smelling-bottle.  Sterne  had  talked  of  a 
shower  of  mitres,  but  in  Hertford  there 
was  a  constant  pouring  down  of  new  hats, 
new  coats,  and  new  shoes,  which  would 
not  fit  all  the  voters,  but  seemed  measured 
to  a  nicety  for  the  heads,  backs,  and  feet 
of  the  electors  in  the  interest  of  one  of  the 
parties.  A  good  hat  and  a  new  pair  of 
shoes  seemed  to  be  always  ready  for  any 
elector  who  would  promise  to  devote  all 
his  energies  to  the  two  noble  Lords. 
Edward  Harding,  p.  64,  stated  that  Dack 
offered  him  51.  if  he  would  promise  him 
a  plumper  fo»  Lord  Ingestrie,  and  that 
Dack  told  him  that  all  who  gave  his  Lord- 
ship plumpers  were  to  have  51,  a-piece. 
At  p.  154  they  would  find  a  Mr.  Drew 
figuring  away  as  a  distributer  of  gifts,  and 
John  Tween  stated,  that  this  Mr.  Drew 
offered  to  give  him  a  bed  and  bolster  and 
a  new  pair  of  shoes.  James  Rogers,  p. 
158,  stated  that  this  same  Mr.  Drew  told 
hiiDi  that  he  would  pay  his  aneara  of  rent, 


amounting  to  6/.  10s.,  if  he  wottid  vote 
for  Lord  Ingestrie,  and  that  he  wouhl 
double  it  if  he  would  vote  fbr  Lofd  Mahon ; 
and  Draw  likewise  added  that  he  woald 
prive  him  besides  two  fat  pigs  in  his  sty. 
They  would  find  evidence  of  similar  inma- 
actions  at  p.  18d,  p.  195,  and  p.  197. 
At  p.  201  they  would  find  Twaddle  pro- 
mising to  give  a  witness  of  the  iieme  of 
Edward  Phypours  131.  if  he  would  vole 
for  the  two  Lords.  Now,  as  to  direct 
gifts,  they  would  find  that  Huckle  and 
Bunyan  distinctly  spoke  to  the  Ct'^ing 
away  of  smockfrocks,  stockings,  and  hau 
to  different  voters.  There  was  also  a 
curious  transaction  detailed  in  the  evi* 
dence  of  Elizabeth  Meed,  which  ha  wenld 
explain  as  clearly  as  he  could,  Elisebeth 
Meed,  whose  husband  was  a  union  man, 
had  her  house  robbed  of  seven  sovereigns. 
She  handed  about  a  petition  shortly  after- 
wards, to  get  something  towards  the  re- 
paration of  her  loss,  bat  she  never  got,  as 
she  stated,  a  farthing.  It  was  fjefore 
Michaelmas  that  she  lost  her  niooey. 
Some  time  before  the  election.  Deck, 
knowing  that  her  husband  and  her  son 
were  both  voters,  sent  for  her,  gave  lier 
5L  and  two  sovereigns,  and  drew  ep  fbr 
her  the  petition  which  he  would  now  read. 
"  The  humble  petition  of  John  Meed 
showeth,  that  71.  was  taken  from  hia  bouse 
by  some  villain  or  villains  unknown  to.the 
said  John  Meed.  The  money  was  saved 
by  the  industry  of  the  said  John  Meed  and 
his  wife  to  serve  him  in  case  of  illness  or 
want  of  work,  and  to  keep  him  from  the 
parish.  He  makes  this  humble  appeal  lo 
the  charitable  and  humane  inhopesUiey  will 
replace  this,  which  to  him  is  a  very  great  loss, 
and  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray. 
Signed,  W.  Q.  Munday,  H. ;  and  R. 
Drummond,  1/.;  C.  Mortlock,  1/.;  Ed* 
ward  Laurence,  1/.;  Samuel  Dack,  II.; 
W.  C.  Twaddle,  1/.;  William  Tysoe,  I/." 
Now,  the  majority  of  these  names  were 
the  names  of  persons  who  had  flitted 
about  Hertford  in  tio  very  questionable 
shape  during  the  time  of  the  election,  and 
it  seemed  to  him,  from  the  names  signed 
to  the  petition,  that  the  subsoriptkNi 
was  a  mere  device  to  gain  the  votes  of 
the  Meed  family  upon  that  occasion. 
There  was  another  cuijous  circumstance 
proved  by  Charles  Deller,  with  respect  to 
a  doctor's  bill  which  he  owed  to  a  Mn 
Norwood,  and  which  was  paid  for  him  by 
Mr.  Longmore.  It  appeared  that  Deller 
owed  Norwood  who  proposed  of  seconsted 
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LomI  Mtboii  ti  Ibe  ekctioPy  <^biH  of  4/.  or 
5L  Mr.  LoDgmcmtdmiitad  io  hit  evidence 
tkat  he  bad  nentiooed  the  subject  of  this 
biU  to  Norwood^  aqd  Deller  stales,  that 
when  be  afterwards  went  to  Norwood, 
Norwood  told  hin  that  the  money  had 
beea  seat  to  him  in  a  note.  The  evidence 
was  to  this  effect  :•—*' What  did  he 
(Norwood)  say  to  you  when  you  first 
enured  the  house?"  «* Deller.  I  will 
fetch  you  the  money/'— '^  Did  be  fetch 
you  the  money t"  ''Yes."— "He  put 
the  money  into  your  hands  ?  *'  "  Yes.'* — 
"  What  did  he  say  when  he  gave  it  you  ?  " 
**  He  saidy  that  Lord  Mahon  was  a  friend 
of  his,  or  he  was  a  friend  of  Lord 
Mahon V  —*'  He  said  nothing  else  ?  " 
"  No ;  1  said  that  I  had  much  rather  that 
be  should  keep  the  money,  now  that  he 
bad  got  it,  and  receipt  the  hill ;  and  he 
said  no,  he  bad  rather  that  I  should  take 
the  money  away,  and  bring  it  at  a  future 
time,"  The  transaction  ended  by  the 
witness  taking  a  receipt  for  the  bill,  and 
4/»  16s.  too.  He  inferred  from  this  cir* 
cumstance,  and  many  like  it,  which  were 
scattered  throughout  the  evidence,  that 
the  whole  atmosphere  of  Hertford  was 
tainted  and  corrupted.  If  gentlemen 
could  have  witnessed  the  prevarication  of 
the  witnesses,  the  gross  immorality  of 
principle  whieb  they  displayed,  and  tlie 
utter  recklessness  with  which  the  voters 
macfe  promises  which  they  intended  to 
breaki  they  would  not  treat  this  matter 
with  levity  or  indifference.  He  cared 
not  on  which  side  this  immorality  was 
most  flagrant.  He  was  not  there  as 
an  advocate  either  for  the  unseated  Lords 
or  the  rejected  candidates,  he  was  there 
only  as  a  legislator.  It  was  sufficient  for 
him  to  have  seen  that  a  disregard  of 
honour,  of  principle,  of  morality,  and  of  the 
most  sacred  engagements  had  sprung  out  of 
these  corrupt  proceedings.  It  was  suffi- 
cient for  him  that  these  corrupt  proceed- 
ings had  given  rise  to  universal  profligacy 
to  induce  him  to  endeavour  to  apply  some 
legal  remedy  to  them.  He  referred  to  the 
evidence  of  John  Wooding,  page  185,  of 
Henry  Honsden,  page  197,  and  of  John 
Hylou,  page  231*  Let  the  House  listen 
to  the  disgraceful  reasons  which  they  gave 
for  thus  shamelessly  disposing  of  their 
votes : — Q.  '*  Did  you  consider  that  your 
vote  was  to  be  sold  ?  A.  No,  not  to  be 
sold  partkularly — we  did  not  study  much 
about  the  voting*" — Q.  ''Did  you  think 
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A.  No,  I  do  not  know  that  it  was."— Q. 
*'  You  think  there  is  no  harm  in  taking 
money  for  it?  A.  I  never  see  much 
harm  in  it."— Q.  "You  do  not  think 
there  is  any  harm  in  it — do  you  consider 
it  the  part  of  an  honest  man  to  take 
money  for  his  vote — yes  or  no  ?"  A.  **  I 
do  not  say  anything  about  that."  One  man 
had  the  assurance  to  tell  the  Committee 
that  he  sold  his  promise,  but  not  his  vote. 
He  hoped  that  after  this  statement  he 
shouldhave  no  occasion  to  enter  into  any  ar- 
gument, to  prove  thatbribery  and  corruption 
brought  in  their  train  a  mass  of  crimes 
which  no  man  could  view  without  horror. 
It  was  a  disgrace  to  the  British  nation 
that  those  things  should  occur  every  day, 
and  almost  with  impunity.  Whose  fault 
was  that  ?  The  fault  of  the  Legislature. 
The  statute-book  was  crowded  with  laws 
for  the  prevention  of  bribery,  but  it  was 
quite  clear  that  those  laws  were  inefficient. 
He  therefore  trusted  that  his  noble  friend 
below  him,  who  had  acquired  such  lasting 
^lory,  by  destroying  the  corruption  of  that 
House,  would  endeavour  to  acquire  a  still 
more  brilliant  reputation,  by  destroying 
the  corruption  of  those  who  had  the  power 
of  electing  that  House.  In  the  mean 
while,  he  would  beg  leave  to  submit  two 
resolutions  to  the  House.  The  first  went 
to  state,  that  the  bribery  and  corruption 
which  prevailed  in  Hertford,  both  before 
and  after  the  late  election  for  that  borough, 
required  the  most  serious  consideration 
of  that  House.  His  next  resolution,  sup- 
posing the  resolution  which  he  had  just 
read  to  be  carried,  would  be  to  move, 
that  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  best  means  of  preventing 
bribery  and  corruption,  in  the  borough  of 
Hertford.  This  was  a  new  practice ;  but 
he  hoped  that  it  was  not  a  bad  one.  The 
case  of  Abingdon  was  analogous  to  the 
case  of  Hertford ;  but  supposing  that  it 
were  entirely  without  a  precedent,  had  not 
the  House  sufficient  confidence  in  its  own 
wisdom  to  make  a  precedent  for  the  oc« 
casion  ?  As  the  neighbourhood  of  Hert- 
ford was  populous,  and  as  several  towna 
and  hamlets  were  within  tue  radius  of  a 
few  miles,  it  puzzled  him  much  where 
to  place  the  limit,  in  case  the  House 
should  be  of  opinion  that  the  extent  of 
the  borough  should  be  increased.  Some 
Gentlemen  called  for  the  disfranchise- 
ment of  a  certain  class  of  voters.  He  did 
not  know  how  far  that  might  or  might 
not  be  desiTfiblei  but,  in  bis  opinion,  % 
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sufficient  case  had  not  been  made  out  for 
the  total  disfranchisement  of  the  borough. 
He  thou'^ht  that  a  Committee  might  trace 
out  new  limits  for  the  borough,  by  which 
fi^sh  blood  might  be  introduced  for  the 
purification  of  that  which  had  become 
corrupt.  He  believed  that  they  might 
amalgamate  a  new  constituency  with  the 
old  constituency  to  such  a  degree,  that  if 
the  old  corrupt  practices  could  not  be  ex- 
terminated together,  they  might  at  least 
be  rendered  innoxious  and  harmless.  The 
hon.  Member  concluded,  by  moving  the 
following  Resolution  :  "  That  the  Bribery 
and  Corruption  which  had  prevailed 
during  the  last  Election  for  the  Borough 
of  Hertford  deserved  the  most  serious 
consideration  of  the  House." 

Mr.  Edward  Stewart  said,  the  allega- 
tions of  bribery  contained  in  the  evidence 
were  not  sufficient  to  induce  the  House  to 
disfranchise  the  borough.  All  the  prece- 
dents of  disfranchisement,  as,  for  instance, 
at  East  Retford,  New  Shoreham,  &c., 
were  based  upon  a  much  more  extensive 
f«ystem  of  corruption  than  had  ever  been 
proved  to  exist  in  the  borough  of  Hertford, 
At  Shoreham,  there  were  seventy  voters 
out  of  120  proved  to  have  been  bribed; 
at  Cricklade,  there  were  123  out  of  240; 
at  Aylesbury,  257  out  of  417;  and  at 
East  Retford,  every  resident  voter  was 
proved  to  have  been  bribed  except  six, 
and  every  non-resident  voter  except  five. 
No  bribery  had  been  proved  at  Hertford; 
and  if  the  House  punished  the  constitu. 
ency  of  that  borough,  because  Lord 
Ingestrie  and  Lord  Mahon  gave  meat  and 
drink,  it  would  establish  a  new  doctrine 
— a  doctrine  inconsistent  with  the  entire 
previous  practice  of  Parliament — and 
would  do  an  act  of  great  injustice,  inas- 
much as  it  would  punish  the  constituency 
of  Hertford  for  doing  that  which  was  not 
illegal. 

Lord  Qranville  Somerset  said,  that  not 
merely  ns  a  legislator,  bat  as  a  judge  in 
this  case,  he  felt  it  necessary  to  explain 
the  reasons  why  he  came  to  a  different 
conclusion  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  for  Rochester.  He  was  as  ready 
as  any  man  to  condemn  treating,  and  any 
kind  of  corrupt  practice  in  elections ;  but 
while  he  would  punish  the  guilty  in  such 
cases,  he  would  not  include  the  innocent. 
He  therefore  differed  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  in  the  view  which  he  took 
of  this  case.  He  could  not  but  complain 
of  the  course   taken  by  the   hon.  aod 


learned  Member,  who  bad  kept  the'Hoate 
in  the  dark  as  to  the  measure  with  -which 
he  intended  to  follow  up  his  Motion.  He 
did  not  say,  that  this  was  done  with  the 
view  to  mislead  the  House ;  but  he  would 
assert,  that  up  to  that  evening  the  Hoote 
did  not  know  to  what  extent  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  intended  to  say,  that  the 
borough  of  Hertford  was  guilty  or  not. 
That,  he  thought,  was  not  a  fair  way  of 
dealing  with  the  House,  and  therefore  hz 
felt  himself  placed  in  a  difficulty  in  meet- 
ing the  question.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  had  made  out  a  case  for  unseat- 
ing the  late  Members,  rather  than  one 
which  should  induce  the  House  to  take 
further  steps  with  respect  to  the  boroogfa. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  had  dwelt 
much  on  the  sums  expended  in  the  bo- 
rough before  the  testing  of  the  writ ;  but 
even  admitting,  that  these  sums  were  ex* 
pended  in  the  manner  described,  they  did 
not  amount  to  an  offence  which  ought  to 
be  visited  with  such  a  punishment  as  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  seemed  to  have 
in  view.  Was  it  not  an  every-day  prac- 
tice, that  long  before  the  issuing  of  the 
writ  for  an  election,  houses  were  opened 
in  boroughs  by  the  friends  of  candidates, 
for  which  tickets  were  issued  entitling  the 
bearers  to  certain  refreshments?  Nothing 
was  more  common  ;  but  thoug^i  he  did  not 
approve  of  such  practices,  he  must  con- 
tend that  they  could  not  be  construed 
into  offences  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act.  He  had  passed  through  Rochester 
some  time  before  the  issuing  of  the  writ 
for  the  late  Election,  and  he  found  that 
the  whole  town  was  in  a  state  of  rejoicing, 
and  anxiously  looking  out  for  the  arrival 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  (Mr. 
Bernal).  There  were  houses  opened  at 
which  the  voters  were  regaling  themselves, 
but  he  should  hope,  that  in  that  case  there 
had  been  no  distribution  of  tickets.  [Mr. 
Bernal:  Certainly  not].  He  was  glad  to 
hear  it ;  but  suppose  it  had  been  other- 
wise, he  would  ask,  would  it  have  been  a 
case  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  ?  He 
contended  it  would  not.  In  the  ease  be- 
fore the  House,  it  appeared  that  these 
tickets  were  issued  long  before  the  test- 
ing of  the  writ, — that  they  were  for  very 
small  amounts,  and  that  they  were  issued 
indiscriminately  to  men  and  women — to 
men  who  had  no  votes,  as  well  as  to  those 
who  had.  Surely  this  was  not  bribery  in 
the  ordinary  acceptation  of  that  term. 
But  was  not  the  same  pr|£tice  well  knowa 
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in  cooniies ;  and  why  should  one  measure 
of  justice  be  held  out  to  a  county,  and 
another  to  a  borough  ?  But  the  hoo.  and 
learned  Member  dwelt  much,  upon  the 
alleged  expenditure  of  1,800/.  after  the 
issuing  of  the  writ  for  the  election.  He 
should,  however,  bear  in  mind,  that  the 
fact  of  1,800/.  being  charged,  was  by  no 
means  a  proof  that  it  was  spent.  Many 
instances  could  be  cited  of  charges  having 
been  made  of  large  sums  which  never  had 
been  expended.  He  remembered  one  in 
the  case  of  a  county  election,  where  500/. 
had  been  charged  for  soda*  water  alone. 
The  mere  allegation,  therefore,  that  a 
large  sum  had  been  charged,  was  by  no 
means  a  proof  that  it  had  been  expended, 
and  still  less  that  it  had  been  expended 
for  improper  purposes.  Looking  at  the 
whole  of  the  ^idence,  he  thought  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member's  Motion  wo  Id 
sanction  ex  post  facto  punishment.  It 
would  go  to  punish  for  acts,  which, 
however  objectionable  in  themselves,  were 
certainly  not  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Bribery  Act.  He  would  also  beg  of  the 
House  to  consider  that  the  borough  of 
Hertford  would,  if  this  Motion  were 
passed,  be  taken  by  surprise.  The 
borough  had  never  been  defended  in 
the  Committee.  The  barristers  who  were 
engaged  for  the  sitting  Membem,  looked 
only  to  the  interests  of  their  clients, 
and  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  call  evi- 
dence, which  could  be  adduced,  to  dis- 
prove the  charge  of  corruption  against  the 
borough.  It  would,  therefore,  be  unfair 
to  condemn  the  borough,  without  giving 
it  the  opportunity  of  being  fairly  heard. 
The  House,  he  admitted,  had  a  right  to 
interfere  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the 
purity  of  election ;  but  assuredly,  in  pur- 
suing that  object,  they  ought  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  purity  of  justice.  The  noble 
Lord  then  went  into  an  examination  of 
the  evidence,  and  contended,  that  Mr. 
Russel  Davies,  who  had  stated,  that  he 
could  prove  the  locus  in  quo^  the  place 
where  conversations  had  been  held,  which 
went  to  fix  certain  parties  with  the  inten- 
tion of  committing  bribery,  had  failed  to 
substantiate  his  assertion  ;  and  that  Mr. 
George  Beck  having  been  decidedly  con- 
tradicted on  one  material  point,  had 
thereby  rendered  his  whole  testimony 
liable  to  suspicion  :  he,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, contended  that  such  a  case 
had  not  been  made  out  as  would  warrant 
tho  toterference  of  the. House  in  the 


manner  which  the  Motion  called  for.  As 
to  the  distribution  of  blankets,  it  was 
plainly  shown,  that  blankets  had  been 
given  away  during  the  three  preceding 
years ;  and,  if  they  were  to  visit  with  pu- 
nishment those  who  were  connected  with 
this  charitable  deed,  it  could  only  have 
the  effect  of  drying  up  the  sources  of  be- 
nevolence. In  conclusion,  the  noUe  Lord 
observed,  that  in  his  view  of  the  case, 
sufficient  ground  was  not  laid  to  justify 
the  House  in  agreeing  with  the  proposition 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  Clay  observed,  that  the  whole 
speech  of  the  noble  Lord  went  to  this 
point— namely,  whether  the  decision  of 
the  Committee,  which  had  inquired  into 
the  Hertford  Election,  was risht or  wrong.' 
Now  hcy  looking  at  the  whole  of-  the  evi- 
dence, was  of  opinion  that  the  decisk>n  of 
the  Committee  was  a  right  and  just  deci- 
sion. This  must,  he  conceived,  be  quite 
evident  to  any  one  who  took  the  trouble 
of  analyzing  the  evidence.  The  unworthy 
conduct  which  was  pursued  by  many  of 
those  who  were  connected  with  the  elec* 
tion,  precluded  the  House  from  passmg 
lightly  over  this  transaction.  They  would 
not  be  doing  their  duty  if  they  did  not,  in 
strong  terms,  express  their  sentiments  on 
this  occasion.  Looking  to  the  evidence, 
what  did  he  find  proved  ?  Why,  that  in 
the  last  three  or  four  elections,  out  of  650 
voters,  not  less  than  from  300  to  400 
received  polling-money  —  that  was,  1  /. 
a-piece.  There  was  one  part  of  the  peti- 
tion to  which  the  late  election  gave  rise, 
that  had  not  been  noticed  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  which  had  not  been  mention- 
ed in  the  course  of  the  discussion.  To 
that  point  he  was  anxious  to  draw  the 
particular  attention  of  the  House.  It  was 
alleged  that,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  that 
House,  and  contrary  to  every  constitu- 
tional principle,  a  noble  Lord  had  taken 
a  most  active  part  in  the  Hertford  election. 
That  was  a  practice  which  could  not  be 
too  strongly  reprobated,  and,  in  his  opin« 
ion,  the  complaint  thus  made  called  for 
serious  investigation.  Would  the  noble 
Lord  contend,  after  the  evidence  adduced 
on  the  subject,  that  no  primd  facie  case 
had  been  made  out  to  show  that  the  con- 
stituency of  the  borough  of  Hertford  was 
not,  in  its  present  state,  such  a  body  as 
could  be  depended  on  to  exercise  the 
elective  franchise,  or  that  this  was  not  a 
case  for  inquiry  ?  For  his  own  part,  he 
felt  latisfiedy  uat  the  way  in  which  the 
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reformed  Periiament  oould  best  tecure  the 
ooofidenoe  and  afectiont  of  the  people  of 
England  wat  by  adopting  a  firm,  consci- 
entious, and  searohiDg  inquiry  into  any 
case  of  corruption  that  might  arise,  and  by 
taking  steps  to  remedy  the  evil. 

Mr.  Wynn  observed,  that  the  question 
was  not  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  late  mem- 
ber for  Hertford,  but  whether  the  electors 
of  that  borough  generally  had  abused  the 
trust  reposed  in  them  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  call  for  the  adoption  of  strong  mea- 
sures, and  justify  the  House  in  making  an 
alteration  in  the  constituency.  Bribery 
was  a  serious  offence  by  Statute  and 
Oommon  Law,  both  in  the  receiver  and 
giver ;  bat  to  constitute  the  offence,  the 
money  must  be  given  in  consideration  of 
a  vote ;  and  if  the  consideration  were  not 
proved,  a  general  giving  of  money  or 
clothes,  as  In  the  present  case,  was  not 
bribery.  Then  as  to  treating,  that  was  an 
ofienoe  only  in  the  person  who  treated — 
voters  were  not  punishable  for  it.  In 
former  cases  (such  as  those  of  New  Shore- 
ham,  Qrampound,  Aylesbury,  and  East 
Retford),  where  the  House  had  interfered, 
it  was  invariably  on  the  ground  that  bri- 
bery to  a  great  extent,  generally  embrac- 
ing a  majority  of  the  electors,  had  existed ; 
bat  in  the  present  instance  there  was  not 
evidence  of  direct  bribery  in  more  than 
eleven  or  twelve  cases  (the  number  was 
certainly  under  twenty)  out  of  600  voters. 
He  maintained,  that  that  was  not  an  ex- 
tent of  cormption  sufficient  to  justify  the 
interference  now  called  for.  And  as  to 
treating,  to  which  be  had  already  alluded, 
if  the  principle  were  pushed  as  far  as  it 
would  go, and  to  the  extent  proposed,  any 
Member  might  be  unseated,  and  the  issue 
of  a  writ  suspended  for  any  place  in  the 
kingdom.  There  was  nothing;  illegal  in  a 
gentleman  who  had  been  elected  in  No- 
vember, going  down  to  the  place  he  re- 
presented in  January  and  making  a  distri- 
tmtion  of  money,  provided  he  had  not 
procured  votes  by  a  promise  of  such  dis- 
tribution, and  provided  there  had  been  no 
frevious  understanding  on  the  subject, 
here  might  be  reasons  for  altering  the 
law  in  thb  reepect,  but  the  House  had  now 
to  do  with  the  law  as  it  stood,  and  must 
act  upon  it.  In  conclusion,  he  again  ex- 
pressed his  opinion,  that  no  case  had  been 
made  out  against  the  borough  sufficient 
to  justify  the  suspension  of  the  writ. 
The  Attomeff  General^  considering  the 
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aathority  on  which  tlie  caie  had  been 
brought  forward,  and  veooUectiiig  thai  the 
object  of  the  Reform  Bill  was  to  provent 
corruption,  of  which  he  looked  upon  the 
present  as  a  decided  case,  felt  bound  by 
duty  and  principle  to  vote  for  the  Reso- 
lutions. The  object  of  the  Reforoi  Bill 
was  to  secure  a  pure  representation  of  the 
people  in  that  House  by  means  of  as  |Nm 
and  independent  an  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise  as  possible.  That  object  had 
been  defeated  in  the  case  of  the  borough 
of  Hertford.  It  returned  two  noble  Lords, 
than  whom  no  two  individuals  ooald  be 
more  unexceptionahle  in  point  of  cka* 
racter,  or  fitter  to  sit  as  Membera  of  that 
House:  yet,  the  Committee  had  been 
compelled  by  the  law  and  by  the  prioci* 
pies  of  the  Constitution  to  eject  thcioe  two 
noble  Lordsi  not  on  aceoant  of  any  per- 
sonal faults  (for  no  report  aecoaed  either 
of  them  individually  of  corruption  or 
bribery),  but  because  the  constitoency  of 
Hertfond  had  abused  its  trust.  The  Gosi* 
mittee  bad  reported  that  bribery  nnd 
treating  had  prevailed  previously  to,  and 
during  the  last  election  for  the  borough  of 
Hertford.  Was  the  House  prepared  to 
disgrace  the  Committee  by  expunging  that 
statement  from  its  records  ?  He  could  not 
bring  himself  to  believe  that  any  Oentlemna 
would  be  hardy  enough  to  propose  that. 
If,  then,  the  Resolution  which  had  been 
come  to  by  the  Committee  was  not  to  re- 
main a  dead  letter,  what  other  coarse  was 
there  for  the  House  to  pursue  but  that 
which  had  been  proposed  by  his  hon, 
friend,  the  member  for  Rochester  ?  He  did 
not  wish  to  do  any  thing  hanh  towaidt 
the  parties  implicated  in  this  afiair ;  bat 
he  must  say,  that  he  thought  the  Resolntiea 
before  the  House  was  scarcely  sufficienily 
strong  to  meet  thecase.  Tbe Committee  had 
resolved  that  the  bribery  and  treating  which 
prevailed  at  this  election  deserved  the  ae* 
rious  consideration  of  tbe  House  -^  was 
the  House  prepared  to  say  that  bribery 
and  treating  during  this  election,  tbe  coo* 
sequence  of  which  had  been  the  uosaat-* 
ing  of  the  two  Members  for  this  borough, 
did  not  deserve  its  serious  consideration  ? 
Would  any  hon.  Member,  in  the  faoe  of 
the  people  of  England,  dare  to  say  ao  1 
Was  the  fact  of  bribery  and  treating  dia<« 
puted?  Was  it  doubted?  Weuld  a^y 
Gentleman  propose  to  expunge  the  Reao* 
lution  of  the  Committee  from  the  records 
of  the  House  ?  Unless  the  House  inquired 
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the  eyes  of  the  pnUtc  end  forieit  its  con- 
fidence. 

Mr.  PoUock  leidy  thtt  if  leferenee  were 
made  to  the  Report  before  the  House,  it 
would  be  seen,  that  the  Resolution  to 
which  the  Committee  had  come  was  at 
least  premature,  if  not  absolutely  unjust. 
The  Report  did  not  idiplicate  the  sitting 
Members,  and  it  would  huTe  been  fully 
justified  if  a  single  instance  of  bribery  end 
treeting  had  been  proved  previously  to,  or 
during  Uie  election.  All  that  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  said  was,  that  it  appear- 
ed to  them  that  bribery  and  treating  did 
premil  during  that  period.  Why  did  it 
aay  it  appeared  to  them  ?  Because  it  was 
not  before  the  Committee  to  decide  whe- 
ther bribery  and  corruption  prevailed  or 
not.  He,  for  one*  did  not  know  until  this 
night  what  Resolution  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  had  been  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  intended  to  move  upon  this 
subject,  and  he  thought,  taking  into  ac- 
count the  body  of  evidence  contained  in 
the  Report  of  the  Committee,  that  hon. 
Members  ahould  be  allowed  time  for  con- 
siderstion  before  they  were  called  upon  to 
come  to  a  decision  upon  the  matter.  It 
was  impossible  for  them  at  once  to  travel 
through  450  pages  of  evidence ;  and  it 
was  ody  fisiri  that  they  should  know  some 
tione  beftMohand  the  scope  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Resoletions,  and  the  extent  to 
which  he  would  go  in  any  measure  he 
might  propose  to  the  House.  If  the  hon. 
Member  would  bring  forward  any  geneiul 
roeasoie,  the  object  of  which  would  be  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  scenes  of  this 
kind  in  every  other  place  hereafter,  he  (Mr. 
Polkxsk)  was  prepared  fully  to  go  with  him 
to  that  extent ;  but  the  House  should  not 
come  to  a  resolution  that  bribery  and 
treating  had  prevailed  in  this  particular 
instance,  without  hearing  the  parties  ac- 
cuaed  in  their  defence.  The  statement 
of  the  Committee  merely  went  to  show, 
that  bribery  and  treating  appeared  to  have 
prsvailed"-it  did  not  state  that  it  had 
prevailed.  If  bribery  did  prevail,  why  did 
not  the  hon.  Member  bring  in  a  Bill  at 
oooe  to  disfiranchise  the  borough;  and 
where  waa  the  neeeasity  of  appointing  a 
Select  Committee  to  tell  them  that  it  had 
prevailed  ?  He  would  put  it  to  the  House, 
whether  diere  was  enough  in  the  evidence 
contaioed  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
to  call  for  legislative  interference  to  dis- 
fraaehise  this  boiough  f 

Mr.  Bar4f  would  not  have  tioubled 


the  House  on  this  occasion,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  speeches  of  the  learned  Gen- 
tleman who  had  just  sat  down,  and  of 
other  hon.  Membere  who  opposed  the 
Motion.  He  difiered  altogether  ftom 
those  hon.  Members.  It  was  only  neces- 
sary to  look  into  a  few  pages  of  the  evi- 
dence contained  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  to  see  that  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption had  prevailed  to  a  considereble 
extent  in  this  borough.  It  appeared,  from 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Longmore,  that  after 
the  issuing  of  the  writ,  2,000/.  had  been 
expended,  and  it  was  in  evidence  that 
4,000/.  had  been  expended  previous  to 
that  period.  Was  there  more  complete 
evidence  required  to  prove  that  bnfaery 
and  treating  had  been  practised  in  this 
borough? 

The  Eari  of  Kerry  would  not  have  ad-> 
dreased  the  House  but  that  the  Resolution 
of  the  Select  Committee  of  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  form  a  part  had  been  allud- 
ed to,  and  a  complaint  had  been  made 
that  the  evidence  had  not  been  a  sofiici* 
ently  long  time  before  the  House  in  order 
to  come  to  a  proper  adjudicatkm  or  deci- 
sion upon  the  Resolution  which  had  been 
submitted  for  adoption  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  for  Rochester.  Neither 
the  Resolution  of  the  Committee,  nor  that 
proposed,  involved  the  question  of  the 
disfrenchiseraent  of  the  borough  of  Hert* 
ford,  as  had  been  assumed  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Bradford  and  other  Memben, 
but  sought  a  further  inquiry  only.  The 
evidence  had  already  been  upward  of  six 
weeks  on  the  Table  of  the  House,  and  the 
objection  on  that  head  was  therefore  ill 
founded ;  neither  had  he  anticipated  any 
opposition  to  the  Resolution  before  the 
House  on  the  ground  of  expediency.  In 
allusion  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
Lord,  the  member  for  Monmouthshire,  he 
must  observe,  that  if  such  a  caee  as  that 
which  he  had  stated  had  occurred  in  a 
county,  the  House  would  not  proeeed  to 
disfranchise  that  county,  but  would  adopt 
such  measures  as  might  seem  awet  far  ^ 
regulation  of  its  constituency. 

Sir  Henry  Hardmge  denied,  that  suffi* 
cient  time  had  been  given  to  the  House 
for  the  consideratioo  of  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  Select  Committee,  which  had 
adjudicated  upon  the  Petition  complain* 
ing  of  the  Hertford  election,  and  of  this 
the  hon.  member  for  Bradford  (Mr. 
Hardy)  had  himself  given  a  anfficieot 
proof  by  the  qnotatioB  mbUk  bo  had 
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made  from  the  evidence.  It  was  too  much 
to  judge  of  a  whole  case  by  the  extract 
from  the  evidence  of  three  or  four  lines ; 
neither  ought  the  House  to  determine 
upon  the  gprounds  before  it,  because  the 
simple  question  which  the  Committee  had 
to  try  had  not  been  whether  the  borough 
of  Hertford  was  corrupt  or  not,  but  whe- 
ther the  two  noble  Lords  had  been  guilty 
of  treating.  He  could  not  see  what  the 
hon.  member  for  Rochester  was  to  obtain 
by  his  Motion,  for  treating  before  the 
test  of  the  writ  of  election  was  no  offence 
against  the  law  of  Parliament,  and  there- 
fore, if  the  House  took  up  the  Resolution, 
it  would  make  an  ex  post  facto  law,  and 
do  that  which  was  most  unjust.  There 
would  also  be  a  great  difference  between 
the  decision  of  Election  Committees  on 
different  cases ;  and  he  would  take  as  an 
instance  the  Newry  case  in  the  present 
Session.  In  the  Newry  case  the  result  of 
the  proceedings  had  been  merely  the  di- 
rections for  a  criminal  indictment  against 
a  party  concerned  in  the  bribery  which  it 
was  manifest  had  prevailed.  In  the  pre- 
sent case  an  entirely  different  course  was 
proposed  for  the  adoption  of  the  House, 
and  he  must  object  to  any  distinction  be- 
ing made  between  the  two  cases. 

Mr.  Wason  could  not  make  any  dis- 
tinction between  treating  and  bribery, 
indeed  he  regarded  the  first  as  a  worse 
offence  than  the  latter.  It  was  clear  that 
treating  had  prevailed  in  Hertford  ante- 
rior to  the  last  election,  and  the  simple 
question  was,  what  would  be  the  best 
remedy  for  the  prevention  of  those  scenes 
which  had  attended  the  late  contest  for 
that  borough  ?  With  a  view  to  attain  that 
remedy  he  should  support  the  Resolution. 

Mr.  MUdmay  concurred  in  thinking 
that  no  distinction  could  properly  be 
drawn  between  bribery  and  treating;  the 
one  poured  into  the  stomach,  and  the 
other  into  the  pocket  of  the  individual, 
whose  vote  was  the  inducement  The  one 
inducement  presented  itself  on  the  wings 
of  a  bank  note,  and  the  other  was  con- 
veyed through  the»  steam  of  gin  and  to- 
bacco. He  concurred  in  thinking,  that 
time  sufficient  had  not  been  alk>wed  to 
hon.  Members  to  go  through  the  evidence 
in  the  present  instance,  which  consisted  of 
450  foilios,  but  that  was  not  to  regulate 
the  decision  of  the  House.  A  Select 
Committee  upon  their  oaths  had  reported 
that  bribery  and  treating  had  prevailed, 
both  prerioualy  to  and  during  the  last 


election  for  the  borough  of  HeKford. 
That  decision  was  not  to  be  disturbed ; 
and  it  was  now  jonlv  sought  that  a  farther 
inquiry  might  be  mstituted  in  order  to 
see  how  the  whole  subject,  was  to  be  dis- 
posed of.  If  the  House  refused  to  insti- 
tute  the  further  investigation,  it  would  not 
be  acting  up  to  the  decision,  or  the  ver- 
dict, more  properly  speaking,  which  the 
Committee  had  delivered.  That  inquiry 
he  should  support,  for  he  could  not  con- 
ceive a  worse  man  in  existence  t|ian  be 
who,  possessed  of  wealth  and  education, 
pandered  to  the  sensual  appetites  or  pe- 
cuniary advantages  of  individuals  in  bar- 
tering for  the  rights,  interests,  and  liberties 
of  their  country.  ^ 

Sir  Henry  WiUoughhy  contended,  that 
no  evidence  had  been  adduced  to  prove 
hribery.  It  was  true  that  it  appeared  that 
a  man  of  the  name  of  Peter  went  on  St. 
Crispin's*day  and  asked  Mr.  Longmore 
for  half-a-crown,  and  received  5s.,  and 
that  another  individual  had  stated  that  be 
was  ready  to  be  bribed,  but  he  could  get 
no  blunt.  The  hon.  Member,  amidst 
continued  cries  of  "  Question,"  was  under- 
stood to  express  his  determination  to 
oppose  the  Motion. 

Mr.  Ward  supported  the  Resolution. 
He  had  received  a  petition  upon  the  sub- 
ject, signed  by  162  most  respectable  inha- 
bitants of  Hertford,  which  afforded  a  fair 
criterion  of  the  feeling  in  that  borough  in 
favour  of  an  inquiry  into  its  present  state. 
Many  of  the  petitioners  had  not  voted  at 
all,  and  the  others  were  constituted  of 
both  the  conflicting  parties.  There  was, 
however,  another  feature  in  the  case  to 
which  he  felt  bound  to  allude — namely, 
the  system  of  intimidation  which  had  been 
practised  and  still  continued.  It  had  been 
hoped  that  with  the  election  the  intimida- 
tion by  a  gang  of  bullies  (a  name  familiar 
to  the  Members  who  had  composed  the 
Committee)  would  terminate ;  but  it  had 
continued  and  was  daily  practised ;  the 
same  gang  of  bullies  still  mustered  to  the 
sounds  of  the  bugleman,  also  well  known 
in  the  Hertford  contest.  Indtvkiuals  of 
the  gang  had  been  brought  before  the 
Municipal  Magistrates  of  the  borough  lor 
assaults,  and  one  had  been  discharged, 
and  the  other  merely  held  to  bail  on  his 
own  recognizance  of  5/.,  and  in  other  out- 
rages the  Magistrates  had  refused  -to 
interfere. 

Lord  QranvUU  Somertet  rose  to  order. 
He  could  not  see  ia  wlutt  menoer  these 
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circnmttftnoet  could  apply  to  the  qoesUoii 
before  the  House ;  they  did  not  at  all  bear 
upon  the  subject. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  he  took  it  for 
granted  that  the  hon.  Member  would 
bring  his  observations  to  bear  upon  the 
Motion  before  the  House,  and  that  he 
meant  to  make  some  proposition  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Ward  conceived  that  the  facts  to 
which  he  had  alluded  called  for  seriouit 
consideration.  It  had  appeared,  that  the 
Mayor  of  Hertford  had  given  a  plot  of 
ground  for  a  gang  of  gipsies,  whose  busi- 
ness during  the  election  was  intimidation, 
to  encamp. 

The  Speaker  b^;ged  to  remind  the  hon. 
Member  of  the  terms  of  the  Resolution 
which  had  been  propose,  which  was,  that 
the  bribery  and  treating  which  prevailed 
at  and  previous  to  the  late  election  for  the 
borough  of  Hertford,  deserved  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Ward  still  contended  that  the  facts 
he  was  prepared  to  state,  and  which  were 
vouched  by  affidavits  now  in  his  hand, 
were  fit  subject  matter  for  inquiry.  He 
should  avail  himself  of  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  the  subject  before  the 
House.  With  reference  to  the  Resolution, 
he  should  give  it  his  support,  at  the  same 
time  protesting  a^inst  the  total  disfran- 
chisement of  the  borough  of  Hertford, 
which  contained  many  respectable  persons 
of  all  parties. 

Mr.  OouUmm  would  detain  the  House 
but  a  very  few  minutes.  The  Resolutions 
of  his  hon.  friend  appeared  to  him  highly 
objectionable ;  for  the  object  of  his  hon. 
friend  was  to  appoint  a  Committee,  not  to 
inquire  into  the  existence  of  extensive 
bribery  and  corrupt  treating  in  the  borough 
of  Hertford,  but  to  devise  means  for  pun- 
ishing that,  to  the  existence  of  which  it 
appeared  he  had  made  up  his  mind,  and 
which,  he  therefore  assumed,  the  House 
would  aa  readily  credit,  and  act  upon. 
They  had  before  them  the  indictment, 
certainly  ;  but  was  it  fair  to  call  on  them 
to  proceed  to  judgment,  without  first  going 
through  that  stage,  which  appeared  to  him 
to  be  no  unnecessary  form— namely,  an  im- 
partial trial,  where  the  accused  party 
would  have,  at  least,  an  opportunity  of 
defence  afforded  him.  Allusion  had  been 
made  to  the  case  of  Newry ;  he  begged 
leave  to  read  to  the  House  the  recom- 
mendation contained  in  the  Special  Report 
of  the  Committee,    In  the  case  of  Newry, 


the  Committee  reported  that  bribery  pre- 
vailed to  a  considerable  extent  in  that 
borough ;  whereas,  in  the  instance  before 
them,  all  that  was  alleged  by  the  Com- 
mittee was,  that  bribery  and  treating  pre- 
vailed, without  saying  to  any  extent ;  and 
they  were,  therefore,  called  upon  to  punish 
this  constituency  for  what  might  turn  out 
to  be  merely  a  few  individual  cases.  It 
was  the  extent  of  corruption  alone  which 
could  be  considered  to  constitute  a  crime 
on  the  part  of  the  borough  generally.  The 
case  of  Newry,  a  borough  containing  a 
constituency  of  about  600,  was,  in  all 
its  circumstances,  very  analogous  to  that 
of  Hertford ;  and  there  the  Resolution  of 
the  Committee  was,  that  the  Attorney 
General  should  prosecute  the  individuals 
who  were  most  prominently  engaged  in 
these  corrupt  practices.  He  regretted 
that  a  similar  plan  had  not  been  adopted 
on  the  present  occasion;  but,  at  all 
events,  he  trusted  that  the  House  would 
not  stultify  its  already  declared  opinion 
by  coming  to  a  Resolution  condemnatory 
of  the  borough,  without  hearing  itt  de- 
fence. If  he  really  thought  that  bribery 
prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent  in  Hert- 
ford, he  should  most  certainly  desire  that 
an  opportunity  of  establishing  or  refuting 
that  fad  should  be  given ;  and  no  one 
would  be  more  ready  than  himself  to 
punish  the  offenders,  if  this  could  be 
proved.  But  he  did  not  think  a  sufficient 
case  had  been  made  oot  to  warrant  the 
adoption  of  such  a  course;  and  be,  there- 
fore, certainly  could  not  concur  in  a 
Resolution  which  was  to  be  followed  by 
another,  having  for  its  object  either  the 
total  disfranchisement  of  the  borough  of 
Hertford,  or  the  swamping  of  that  consti- 
tuency with  new  voters ;  thereby  render- 
ing the  franchise  comparatively  valueless. 
He  would  satisfy  the  impatience  of  the 
House,  and  conclude  by  expressing  his 
determination,  on  these  grounds,  to  oppose 
the  Motion. 

Lord  John  Ruesell^ — after  the  able 
speech  which  had  been  made  by  his  hon. 
friend  in  opening  the  question  which  was 
totally  unanswered,  should  not  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  trouble  the  House, 
had  it  not  been  for  some  observations 
which  he  had  recently  heard.  The  defence 
which  had  been  setup  in  the  present  case, 
was  precisely  the  same  as  had  been  set 
up  on  all  former  charges  of  bribery  and 
corruption.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  contended  that  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
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CBed  Reiolations  was,  to  eondemh  the 
rough  of  Hertford  without  trial.    He 
was  Burprited  at  such  an  argument.    The 
ultimate  consequence  of  this  Resolution, 
if  adopted,  would  be  the  preparing  a  Bill 
which    would    be  introduced    into  that 
House.     On  that  Bill  the  electors  of  the 
borough  might  obtain  leave  to  be  heard  by 
their  witnesses  and  Counsel  at  the  Bar  of 
the  House,  as  was  done  in  the  instance  of 
£ast  Retford,  and  after  the  Bill  should 
have  passed  that  House,  it  would  have  to 
undergo  the  same  ordeal  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  this  was  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    called  condemning    without 
triah    The  cry  of  those  who  opposed  sueh 
a  visitation  on  the  olTending  electors  as 
was  now  proposed,  was,  that  there  were 
already  laws  and  penalties  enough  against 
bribery,  and  that  they  should  be  carried 
into  efieet;  nor  did  they  object  to  any 
general  measure  that  could  be  proposed 
against  bribery,  provided  it  coula  not  be 
applicable  to  particular  cases  nrhen  they 
occurred.    It  really  was  a  pity  that  the 
aeal   which    those  Gentlemen  exhibited 
against  bribery  in  the  abstract  should  be 
so  lamentably  deficient  when  individual 
instances  were  brought  before  them.    He 
was  surprised  that  his  right  hon.  friend, 
the  member  for  Montgomeryshire,  should 
consider  the  treating  in  the  present  instance 
as  so  venial  an  offence,  for  he  remembered 
when  he  first  entered  that  House,  there 
was  no  Member  who  denounced    such 
practices  with  more  zeal  than  that  right 
hou.  Gentleman.   Indeed,  in  that  respect, 
tliey  had   frequently  difi^ered,   he  (Lord 
John  Russell)  thinking  that  some  allow- 
ance was  to  be  made  for  the  temptation  to 
which  the  poor  electors  were  exposed, 
whilst  his  right  hon.  friend  was  always  for 
sending  them   to   prison.      But  now  his 
right  hon.  friend  thought  the  best  thing 
was  to  bush  it  up.    The  evidence  of  Mr. 
Nicholson  was  aloue  quite  sufficient  to 
convince  his  mind  that  the  borough  of 
Hertford  had  been  for  some  time  in  a  very 
corrupt  state.      It  appeared,  then,  that 
2,600/.  were  expended  before  the  test  of 
the  writ.    Tickets  of  refreshment,  as  they 
w€*Fe  called*  were  issued  out;    and  Mr. 
Nicholson  spoke  of  about  400  applications 
— upplicatiQus  certainly  not  to  be  regis- 
tered'^ but    for    some  purpose  perfectly 
intelligible.     He  was  perfectly  ready  to 
vole  for  the  Motion,  and  that  by  which  it 
was  to  be  followed,  considering  it  the  duty 
of  the  Committee,  not  to  bring  in  a  bill, 


but  to  declare  what  they  think  die  best 
means  to  promote  the  purity  of  the 
borough.  He  trusted  they  woula  not  atop 
in  their  eflforts  to  preserve  purity  of  elec- 
tion. They  had  already  got  rid  of  the 
abuse  of  seats  being  sold  by  individuals — 
let  them  now  get  rid  of  the  remaining 
abuses,  springing  fh>m  the  corruption  of 
a  small  class  of  voters.  It  was  their 
bounden  duty  to  set  their  fkce  against 
such  practices.  He  declared  that  with 
respect  to  any  of  those  bordugha  where 
bribery  and  corruption  prevailed,  unless 
very  satisfactory  proof  were  offered  to  set 
aside  the  previous  evidence,  he  wooM 
never  consent  to  issue  any  writ  to  those 
places  during  the  present  Pariiament. 

Mr.  BemcU  replied  :  It  was  his  perfect 
conviction  that  the  state  of  the  borough  of 
Hertford  was  one  of  complete  eorruptioe. 
Out  of  the  2,500/.  expended  before  the 
t98ie  of  the  writ  very  little  Was  paid  for 
the  expenses  of  registration  |  full  1 ,700/. 
was  devoted  to  corrupt  treating   alone, 
which  was  eipended  by  Messrs.  NiiAolseii 
and  Deck )  and  vet  Qentlemea  coold  be 
found  to  call  on  that  House  to  deotare  te 
themselves,  and  to  their  eonsiituetitB,  that 
it  was  not  improper  to  cireulale  tickets 
guaranteeing  the  payment  of  their  amount 
in  cash  over  the  whole  twtn  of  Hertford, 
under  the  deceitful  guise  of  refrtthiaent 
tickets ;  such  tickets  enabling  the  peraoas 
possessing  them  to  go,  as  they  did,  into 
the  shops  of  the  various  tradesmen  of  the 
town  and  purchase  with  them  any  artida 
ofwhichtheymightstandinneed.  Was  this 
the  bread-and-cheese  reAreshment  which 
the  right  hon.  member  for-  Montgomery- 
shire eulogised  ?  It  should  not  be  forgottea 
that  the  exclusion  of  non-resident  freemen 
had  cut  off  one  very  fertile  source  Of  cor- 
ruption  and  expense,  and,  therefore^  there 
was  no  longer  the  same  excuse  for  treattng 
as  formerly  existed.    Out  of  650  an  over- 
whelming proportion  had  received  these 
tickets,  which  it  was  absurd  to  treat  as 
the  effusions  of  English  hospitality;  in  hh 
opinion  it  was  bribery,  and  nothing  else. 
Such  bribery  might  ha  small,  in  its  indivi- 
dual distributksn,  but  it  was  wholesale  and 
gross  in  its  general  consequences,      fa 
short,  they  had  here  a  case,  and,  if  thej 
did  not  choose  to  be  wilfully  blind,  it  im- 
peratively called  on  (hem  to  do  somethine. 
He  denied  the  statement  that  the  Report 
did  not  set  forth  the  extent  and  general 
prevalence  of  bribery  and  eomtption  in 
Hertford.  He  was  also  at  a  loss  to  ihider- 
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•Und  whtt  bb  right  hon.  Mend  netnt,  by 
urgingpthtt  the  proposed  Committee  was  to 
devise  a  punishment— it  was  not  to  devise 
a  punishment,  but  to  prevent  the  future 
occurrence  of  such  transactions. 

Mr.  Oouibums  You  pnnish  Hertford 
by  throwing  in  tbe  circum-adjacent  places. 

Mr.  B^mo/;  His  right  hon.  friend  had 
also  referred  to  Newry— but  what  had 
Newry  to  do  with  this  case  ?  The  Com- 
mittee had  decided  on  the  present  course, 
and  he  thought  the  Members  had  done 
their  duty;  and  he  was  doing  his  in 
carrying  their  recommendation  into  eflPect. 
He,  of  course,  did  not  mean  to  intimate 
that  the  members  of  the  Newry  Committee 
had  not  also  done  their  duty.  Allusions 
had  been  made  to  the  cases  of  Bast  Ret- 
ford and  Penryo,  but  they  were  not 
analogous,  for  there  the  proposition  was 
to  take  away  the  franchise  altogether,  and 
transfer  it  to  other  places,  whereas  it  was 
proposed  to  incorporate  other  districts 
with  the  borough  of  Hertford.  It  had 
also  been  asked  whv  he  had  not  brought 
in  a  bill  in  the  first  instaoee,  but  ooiislder* 
ing  the  number  of  populous  ciroum^adja* 
cent  places  in  the  district  of  Hertford,  he 
felt  it  more  advisable  that  it  should  be 
dealt  with  by  a  Committee.  It  had  been 
erroneously  staled,  that  the  Reform  Bill 
had  already  extended  the  limits  of  the 
borough  of  Hertford  to  a  radius  of  ten 
miles  ["  JVb,  a  ctrcMm/W-tuce"].  He 
begged  pardon  s  but  even  that  was  a  mis- 
take,  for  the  extension  of  the  limits  of  the 
liorough  was  merely  tbe  limits  of  its  Corpo* 
rate  jurisdiction. 

The  House  divided  on  the  Motions- 
Ayes  237  I  Noes  65 :  Minority  172. 

Liit  of  the  NoKS. 

Arehdall,  General  Estcourt,  T.  O.  B. 

Ashley,  fjoid  Finch,  O. 

Ashley,  Hon.  H.  Forster,  C.  8. 

Attwood,  M.  Gatksll,  J.  M. 

Banket, W.J.  Gladstone,  W.    . 

Baring,  H.  GouIbun),Rt.iron.II. 

Bartni^,  F.  Grant,  Hon.  Colonel 

Bateson,  Sir  R,  Gronow,  Captain 

Blackfttone,  W.^.  Halfbrd,  H. 
Chandos,  Marquess  of    Hanmer,  Sh  J. 

Christmas,  W.  Haidinge,  Sir  U. 

Cole,  Viaoount  llajres.  Sir  E. 

Cole,  Hon.  A.  Hope,  H.  I. 

Conolly,  Colonel  loglis,  Sir  R.  11. 

Corry,  Hon.  II.  L.  Trion,  S.        ^ 

Daly,  J.  Jertnyn,  Earl 

Dare,  R.  W.  H.  Lincoln,  F^rl  of 

Dariintton,  Eari  of  Miller,  W.  U. 

Dagdal%  W.  S.  MiehoU^  J. 


Norrsys,  Lord 
Perceval,  Colonel 
Powell,  Colonel 
Ross,  C. 
Shaw,  F. 

Somerset,  Lord  G. 
Stewart,  E. 
Stewart,  J. 
Stormont,  Viscount 
Stuart,  C. 
Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T. 


Verner»  W. 
ViUisn,  Viscount 
Vyvyan,  Sir  R.  R. 
Walsh,  Sir  J. 
Willoughby,  Sir  H. 
Young,  J. 

Tbllees. 
Pollook,  F. 
Wynn,  Right  lion.  C. 


VoTB  BY  Ballot.]  Mr.  Berne' 
moved,  *'That  a  Select  Commitue  be 
appointed  to  consider  and  report  upon  the 
best  means  of  prevent ing^  bribery  and  oor* 
rupt  practices  at  all  future  electiooa  for 
the  borough  of  Hertford.** 

Colonel  Evan^  observed,  that  the  object 
of  the  hon.  Member  was  to  extend  the 
constituency,  by  taking  in  a  district  ex- 
tending two  and  a  half  miles  beyond  the 
present  limits  of  tbe  borough,  and  he  ex- 
pected to  obtain  the  desired  purity  in  the 
elections  by  this  extension  of  the  ooasti- 
tuency.  The  hon*  Member  seemed  to 
rest  his  whole  case  upon  this,  arguing  that 
no  act  of  bribery  had  been  aUeg«l  to  have 
taken  place  in  the  county.  He  (Colonel 
Bvans),  for  his  part,  could  not  conceive 
how  extending  the  constituency  would 
produce  purity  of  election.  He  saw  no 
real  and  effective  remedy  for  corrupt 
practices  but  the  ballot ;  and  he,  therefore, 
thought  they  had  now  a  very  fine  oppor- 
tunity to  try  the  question  of  the  ballot. 
He  should,  therefore,  move,  as  an  Amend- 
ment, that  **  gross  bribery  and  treating 
having  prevailed  during  the  last  eleciaon 
for  tbe  borough  of  Hertford^  it  is  expe- 
dient, with  a  view  to  the  better  manage- 
ment of  the  election  for  the  same,  that  the 
members  to  represent  that  borough  should 
in  future  be  elected  by  ballot/' 

The  Speaker  having  put  the  question, 

Mr.  KemyH  Tyntt  observed,  that  he 
had  not  always  been  a  friend  to  the  ballot ; 
but  he  confessed  that  tlie  eircumstaaees 
of  his  sitttog,  »s  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Hertford  election  bad  de- 
cided his  opinion  upon  the  aubfect  t  and 
he  should  support  any  measure  for  intro- 
ducing it.  If  his  gallaut  friend  divided 
the  House,  he  should  feel  boood  to  sup- 
port htm. 

Mr.  Edward  Stamiep  said,  it  was  vary 
probable,  that  the  ballot  might  turn  out  to 
be  one  of  the  modes  for  e Acting  the  ob- 
jects which  they  had  in  view;  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  leave  it  In 
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the  Committee  to  determine  whether  it 
was  the  best  method  which  they  had  it  in 
their  power  to  adopt.  He  thought,  cer- 
tainly, that  the  present  was  not  a  bad  op- 
portunity for  making  a  trial  of  the  ballot — 
an  experimentum  in  cor  pore  vili ;  but  at 
the  same  time  he  thought  it  ought  to  be 
left  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  O'Connell  said,  he  wished  his  hon. 
and  gallant,  friend  (Colonel  Evans)  to  con- 
sider whether4his  Motion  would  not  tend 
to  defeat  his  own  object.  He  was  quite 
aware  of  the  paramount  importance  of  the 
ballot ;  but  he  thought  its  effects,  in  a 
small  constituency,  would  afford  a  less 
favourable  opportunity  of  tracing  its  oper- 
ation than  that  which  would  be  afforded  if 
the  constituency  were  extended.  The 
only  fruits  which  they  could  anticipate 
from  the  introduction  of  the  Ballot  into  a 
borough  in  which  such  miserably  low  and 
depraved  corruption  had  prevailed,  would 
be,  the  return  of  some  hon.  Member  by 
means  of  Twaddle,  Dack,  or  some  other 
person  bribing  the  whole  of  the  electors. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  his  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  would  allow  the  Committee 
to  be  appointed,  and  the  constituency  to 
be  enlarged.  He  might  then  move  the 
introduction  of  the  Vote  by  Ballot,  when 
he  should  certainly  command  one  vote 
at  least  in  favour  of  it.  For  these  reasons, 
he  would  respectfully  implore  his  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  to  withdraw  his  Motion. 

Colonel  Evans  said,  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  for  Dublin  contended, 
that  his  proceeding  on  the  present  occa- 
sion tended  to  defeat  his  own  object.  He 
(Colonel  Evans)  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
Vote  by  Ballot  would  secure  purity  of 
election,  even  if  the  borough  of  Hertford 
were  to  continue  to  be  a  small  borough. 
His  object,  however,  was  not  confined  to 
the  borough  of  Hertford.  His  object  was 
in  this  case  to  endeavour  to  gain  a  great 
principle.  He,  therefore,  differed  from  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  in  this  respect. 
At  the  same  time,  if  it  should  appear  to  be 
the  opinion  of  the  House  that  he  ought  to 
pursue  a  different  course,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  shape  his  Amendment  as  a  re- 
commendation to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  O'ConnM  said,  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's Amendment  succeeded,  it  was  plain 
thai  there  would  be  no  Committee. 

Colonel  Evans  withdrew  bis  Motion, 
and  the  Committee  was  appointed,  and 
the  issue  of  the  writ  suspended  till 
July  1st. 


Caebickfbrgus  Election.]  Mr. 
O'Connell  sM,  he  had  a  similar  case  to 
bring  forward— that  of  the  borough  of  Car- 
rick^rgus,  the  time  for  not  issuing  the  writ 
for  which  expired  that  day.  He  would  beg 
that  the  Report  of  the  15th  of  April  be  read, 
which  was  doneas  follows: — *  That  the  most 
'  gross  and  scandalous  bribery  appears  to 
'  have  prevailed  on  both  sides  at  the  late 
'  election  for  the  town  and  county  of  the 

*  town  of  Carrickfergus ;  and  that, although 
'  it  does  not  appear  that  Conway  Richa^ 
'  Dobbs,  Esq.,  did  personally  take  any 
'  part  in  such  bribery,  yet  that  his  return 
'  was  procured  by  his  agents  and  friends 
'  by  bribery ;  that  a  great  proportion  of 
'  the  constituency,  composed  of  freemen 
'  of  the  corporation,  have  been  influenced 
'  solely  by  bribery  in  giving  their  votes  at 
'  the  late  election ;  and  it  appears  to  the 
'  Committee*  that  similar  corrupt  practices 

*  have  prevailed  at  former  elections  for  the 
^  said  town  and  county  of  the  town  (A 

*  Carrickfergus.'  The  hon.  Member  then 
proceeded ;  it  was  his  intention  to  com- 
prise what  he  had  to  say  in  the  shortest 
possible  compass.  His  purpose  was,  to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
total  disfranchisement  of  the  boroi^^  of 
Carrickfergus.  If  it  were  possible  to 
bring  the  whole  evidence  before  the 
House,  he  entertained  no  doubt  of  his 
being  able  to  induce  them  to  permit 
him  to  bring  in  the  Bill  which  he  pro- 
posed. The  county  of  Antrim,  in  which 
the  borough  of  Carrickfergus  was  situ- 
ated, returned  five  Members  exclusive 
of  that  borough,  and  therefore  he 
thought  that  the  district  in  which  tlie 
borough  was  situated  was  already  suffi- 
ciently represented.  There  was  another 
ground  on  which  he  considered  it  ad- 
viseable  to  disfranchise  the  borough — he 
meant  the  smallness  of  the  constituency. 
It  consisted  of  a  single  parish  containing 
8,698  inhabitants.  Before  the  passing  of 
theReformBill,thevotersconsisteclof  thirty- 
nine  freeholders  and  8 1 2  freemen;  inall  851 . 
Out  of  all  these  there  were  only  thirteen 
40s.  freeholders.  The  present  number  of 
voters  was  1024,  of  whom  948  voted  at 
the  last  election,  498  for  the  sitting  Mem- 
ber, and  450  for  Sir  A.  Chichester.  The 
influence  in  the  borough  had  been  dis- 
puted between  the  Earl  of  Donegal^  and 
the  Marquess  of  Downshire,  and  tlie 
former  had  in  the  end  prevailed;  but  the 
bribery  had  been  universal.  He  Lad 
analysed    the   poll-books — dividing    the 
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particular    into  isolated  cases,   as   ex- 
plained in  the  evidence  which  had  heen 
laid  before   the   House.    The   first  case 
to  which    he   would    refer   was    that  of 
Alexander     Hallerton — a     case     which 
showed  the  effrontery  with  which  bribery 
had  been  carried  on.    The  next  case  to 
which  he  would  refer  was  that  of  James 
Hunter,  who  had  received  bribes  from  both 
parties;  71.  10«.  for  the  sitting  Member, 
and  5/.  for  the  candidate  he  voted  for. 
Another  case  to  which  he  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  House,  was  one  of  the 
most  open,   undisguised,  and  profligate 
character,  where  the  wife  of  a  voter  was 
paid  20/.  in  the  street,  for  the  vote  which 
her  husband  had  given.    He  regretted  the 
hour  was  so  late,  as  he  had  prepared  a 
digest  of  evidence,  which  would  not  fail 
to  satisfy  the  most  sceptical,  of  the  gross 
proceedings    which    had    taken    place. 
He  would,  however,  mention  a  fact  con- 
nected  with    the    bribing  of   a    family 
named    Harper.    There    were   three    of 
them,  having  a  vote   each:  the   father 
and  two  of   his  sons.    One    came;   he 
was  offered  10/.,  under  the  supposition 
that  he  was    the  only  one  possessed  of 
the  right  to  poll.     A  second  came;  and 
he  was  offered  10/.  also.    A  third  came; 
and  the    agents   struggled   hard   to  run 
his  price  down  to  7/.     It  was   resisted ; 
and  at  length  a   pocket-book   was  pro- 
cured, notes  to  the  amount  of  30/.  were 
deposited  in  it,  and  it   was  confided  to 
the  care  of  a  trustee.    The   trio  went 
up  and  polled,  and  immediately   after- 
wards, in  the  open   street,  without   the 
slightest    concealment,  the   pocket-book 
and  its  treasure  was  handed  over  to  the 
profligate  voters.    Another  witness  who 
had    been    examined   before   the    Com- 
mittee, was   George    M'Cann,   who  ad- 
mitted he  got,  at  one  time,  upwards  of 
120/.  for  general  election  purposes.     He 
was  not,  he  said,  exactly  an  agent,  but 
he  was  very  active  indeed.    This  money 
he  got  from  one  Legg;  and,  in  reply  to 
a  question  why,  and  on  what  ground  he 
haa  got  ity  his  reply  was,  '*Most  likely 
to  give  it  to  voters."    The  voters  he  ne- 
gociated    with    were  in   the  interest  of 
Mr.  Dobbs ;  and  he  did  not  deny,  nay, 
he  admitted,  that  he  who  gave  him  the 
money  expected,  ''most  likely,*'  that  it 
would  be  distributed  amongst  the  wives 
of  the  voters.    James  Penny,   another 
general  agent  for  bribery,   actually  pro- 
duced to  the  Committee  a  list  of  those 
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individuals  whom  he  had  corrupted,  ac- 
knowledging   the    sums   which   he   had 
given,  none  of  which  exceeded  10/.  per 
vote.     The  money,  according  to  his  own 
words,  was  given  him  '*  to  make  the  best 
use  of  he  could.*'     He  manaired   to  get 
one  vole  so  low  as  1/.  17*.     Well,  then, 
he   came    to   this   Leg?,    Daniel   Legg, 
attorney,  Lisburne,  Antrim,  who  admitted 
having  given  money  for  these  vile  pur- 
poses, and  whose  hesitation  was  only  as  to 
the  amount  thereof.     He   admitted  they 
bribed  everyoDetheycouId,and,as  an  excuse 
for  such  conduct — a  fact  which  showed  the 
enormity  of  the  system  he  wished  to  anni- 
hilate— said  (hey  were  forced  to  it  by  the 
opposite  party,  and  that  they  had  allowed 
that  party  thirty-six  hours*  start  before 
they  began  to  bribe.    They  corrupted,  he 
said,  the  great  mass  of  electors,  for  they 
were  poor,  and  could  not  withstand  their 
offers.     There  was,  however,  equal  bribery 
amongst  the  10/.  householders.     An  agent 
of  the  name  of  Cohen,  swore  that  he  knew 
of  some  hundreds  who  had  been  bribed, 
not  one  of  whom  received  under  51.   This 
witness  said,  he  had  himself  bribed  up- 
wards of  200  to  vote  for  Sir  Arthur  Chi- 
chester, and  as  an  excuse,  said  there  was 
no  getting  them  to  the  poll  at  all  without 
doing  so.     But  the  evidence  which  spoke 
most  emphatically  to  his  mind  was  that 
of  the  Reverend  G.  Chaine,  a  clergyman 
of  the  Church  of  England,  who  swore,  that 
he  gave  950/.  to  Legg  for  the  purpose  of 
corruption — 500/.  of  which   he  had   ob- 
tained from  the  Conservative  Society  of 
Ireland,  and  the  rest  he  had  borrowed  on 
his  own  account  from  Mr.  Luke,  a  banker, 
at  Belfast.    **  The  impression  on  his  mind 
(said  the  Reverend  Gentleman)  was,  that 
the  election  could  not  be  carried  by  any 
other   means  than  bribery."    Alter  such 
evidence,  he  (Mr.  O'Connell)  put  it  to 
the  House  as  a  solemn  duty,  to  act  boldly 
and  decidedly.  *  It  might  be  said,  that  he, 
who  proposed  this  measure,  ought  to  sug- 
gest where  the  franchise  would  be  advant- 
ageously bestowed.     That  duty  did  not 
by  right  fall  upon  him.  He  declined  such 
responsibility  for  many  reasons.     One  of 
them  more  particularly  was  on  the  score 
of  delicacy,  differing,  as  he  did,  in  his 
religious  opinions  from  those  entertained 
by  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the 
country.    The  House  would  not,  there- 
fore, think  him  wrong  in  disclaiming  all 
responsibility  upon  that  part  of  the  ques- 
tion.    The  hon.  Gentleman  concluded  by 
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iDOving  the  following  Resolation  *,  **  That 
the  most  gross  and  scandalous  bribery 
appears  to  have  prevailed  on  both  sides, 
at  the  late  election  for  the  town  and 
county  of  the  town  of  Carrickfergus ;  and 
that  although  it  does  not  appear,  that 
Conway  Richard  Dobbs,  Esq.,  did  per- 
sonally take  any  part  in  such  bribery,  yet 
that  his  return  was  procured  by  his  agents 
and  friends  by  bribery." 

Mr.  Shaw  had  received  a  petition,  and 
presented  it  to  the  House,  from  the  town 
of  Carrickfergus,  most  respectably  and 
numerously  signed,  disclaiming,  on  the 
part  of  the  petitioners,  all  participation  in 
any  system  of  bribery,  and  praying,  that 
in  any  measure  adopted  by  the  House, 
the  innocent  might  not  be  confounded 
with  the  guilty.  It  would  be  uncandid 
not  to  admit,  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  (Mr.  O'Connell)  had  made 
out  a  prima  facie  case ;  and  as  bd  pro* 
posed  a  course  which  would  give  to  all 
parties  a  full  and  fair  opportunity  of  de- 
fending themselves,  he  should  not  feel 
justified  in  opposing  the  present  stage  of 
the  proceeding. 

Sir  Robert  Bateion  said,  that  he  had 
been  intrusted  with  a  petition  from  the 
guild  of  fishermen  of  Carrickfergus,  stating, 
that  they  were  not  bribed  at  the  last  elec- 
tion, and  that  an  attempt  having  been 
made  to  bribe  them  which  they  resisted, 
and  then  having  voted  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  one  of  the  parties,  a  conspiracy 
was  formed  to  deprive  them  of  their  here- 
ditary rights.  They  claimed  the  privilege 
of  being  heard  in  that  House  before  rights 
were  taken  from  them.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  stated,  that  the  county 
of  Antrim  already  possessed  five  Members, 
and  be  insinuated,  that  he  thought  that 
more  than  its  share.  The  House,  how-, 
ever,  ought  to  recollect,  that  Belfast,  the 
greatest  commercial  town  in  Ireland,  was 
situated  in  that  county,  and  that  the 
county  of  Antrim  itself  was  the  seat  of  the 
only  manufacture  which  Ireland  could  now 
boast  of.  No  person  could  reprobate  the 
practice  of  bribery  more  than  he  did ;  he 
would  say,  that  the  House  was  bound  to 
put  a  stop  to  it.  He  trusted,  however, 
that  the  displeasure  of  the  House  would 
fall  equally  upon  the  bribers  and  the  bribed, 
and  that  whatever  means  might  be  taken 
to  punish  the  guilty,  the  innocent  portion 
of  the  constituency  would  not  suffer.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  drawn  a 
very  glowing  picture  of  the  baneful  effects 


that  must  follow  bribery.  He  coiiicid«d  io 
opinion  with  the  hon*  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, but  as  yet  he  was  glad  to  atate  the 
morals  of  the  inhabitants  of  Carriekfergos 
had  not  been  contaminated.  The  three 
last  Assizes  in  that  town  had  proved  mai- 
den, and  the  Judges  of  Assize  were  pre- 
sented on  each  visit  with  a  pair  of  fringed 
gloves.  The  jails  were«  in  fact,  without  a 
single  prisoner.  The  rules  of  the  House 
did  not  permit  him  to  present  the  petition  at 
that  time,  but  he  thought  it  right  to  atau 
its  contents. 

Mr.  Emerscn  Tennant  said,  that  in  anj 
observations  which  he  should  make  on  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
for  Dublin,  he  would  not  be  understood  as 
wishing  to  soreen  those  whose  guilt  had 
been  most  unequivocally  proved  3  but  to 
prevent  the  innocent  from  beings  Tiaited 
indiscriminately  with  the  consequences  of 
the  delinquency  of  the  guilty.  He  con- 
ceived, that  sufficient  proofs  could  be  ad- 
duced both  from  the  statements  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  himself,  as 
well  as  from  those  parts  of  the  evidence 
to  which  he  had  appealed,  which  lie  had 
not  thought  proper  to  read,  that  a  case 
had  not  been  made  out  for  the  disfran- 
chisement of  the  town,  however  there 
might  be  for  the  disfranchisement  of  the 
freemen,  against  whom  the  bribery  had 
been  proved.  The  House,  too,  should  re- 
collect, that  in  dealing  with  those  they 
had  to  do  with  a  body  of  men  whose  prac- 
tice had  not  only  been  proved  to  be  cor^ 
rupt,  but  whose  franchise  was  of  an  evau 
escent  value,  and  must  end  with  the  lives 
of  the  present  electors.  Was  it  therefore 
fair  to  inflict  a  permanent  injury  on  the 
town  for  the  derelictions  of  a  body  of  mea 
who  could  be  regarded  as  exercising  merely 
a  temporary  privilege  ?  Besides,  the  hoo. 
and  learned  Member  himself  had  ahowD, 
that  of  the  800  freemen  who  enjoyed  the 
franchise,  not  much  more  than  thirty-five 
were  freeholders,  and  these  of  the  lowest 
class.  He  happened  to  know  the  locali- 
ties of  Carrickfergus,  and  he  was  convinced 
other  Members  in  the  House  could  attest 
his  accuracy,  when  he  stated,  that  if  anch 
was  the  present  state  of  the  franchise,  it 
was  imperfect,  and  very  many  mofe  of  the 
inhabitants  must  be  entitled  to  qualify 
than  had  yet  claimed — in  fact,  that  the 
electors  were  imperfectly  registered.  And 
again,  what  was  the  state  of  the  case  as  10 
those  two  distinct  classes  of  electors,  the 
freemen,  and  the  freeholders?    Biiliery 
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bad  eeftatnly  been  proved  againM  the  one, 
but  he  denied,  that  it  had  been  so  proved 
ae^inst  the  other.  The  very  evidence 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  referred  to  would  suffice  to  prove  this. 
It  would  be  proved  by  the  very  agents  of 
the  parties  themselves ;  by  the  very  men 
who  conducted  the  bribery  complained  of. 
And  what  did  they  state?  At  page  99, 
of  the  Committee's  Report,  Mr.  David 
Legg,  the  agent  of  Mr.  Dobbs,  is  asked 
whether  he  was  aware  of  bribery  on  the 
part  of  any  of  the  new  constituency — that 
is  the  householders,  and  what  is  his  answer  ? 
'^  No,  I  cannot  at  this  moment  recollect 
any.  Do  you  know  of  a  case  of  any 
householder  being  bribed?  I  do  not. 
Then,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  the 
friend  of  Sir  Arthur  Chichester,  equally 
cognizant  of  the  facts,  staling  the  same 
opinion.  Mr.  Cohen,  when  asked  whether 
of  the  200  electors  whom  he  knew  to  be 
bribed,  any  were  householders,  replied  that 
he  did  not  know  an  instance  of  any  house- 
bolder  but  one.  As  it  seemed  to  be  the 
feeling  of  the  House,  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  should  be  permitted  to 
bring  in  his  Bill,  he  would  not  oppose  its 
introduction ;  but  he  most  cfertainly  should 
give  a  decided  opposition  to  any  attempt 
to  deprive  the  whole  town  of  its  franchise 
for  corruptions  confined  exclusively  to  one 
class  of  the  electors. 

Lord  Aitkorp  said,  that  after  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
there  was  not  a  Member  who  could  not 
think  that  it  was  right  a  bill  ought  to  be 
introduced.  According  to  that  statement, 
the  bribery  was  so  general,  that  it  was 
difficult  to  make  any  distinction  as  to  any 
part  of  the  constituency ;  but  in  giving  his 
hearty  consent  to  the  bringing^  in  the  Bill, 
he  reserved  to  himself  the  right,  if  he 
found  any  one  class  sufficient  to  form  a 
constituency  which  had  not  been  bribed, 
to  prefer  a  partial  to  a  total  disfranchise- 
ment. 

Mf.  Wp7in  said,  there  never  had  been  a 
clearer  case  for  the  interference  of  Parlia- 
ment: at  the  same  time  every  facility 
ought  to  be  afforded  to  the  electors  who 
wished  to  make  out  a  case. 

Sir  Robert  Bateson  said,  that  he  could 
not  permit  that  occasion  to  pass  without 
stating,  that  the  circumstances  that  occur- 
red in  Carrickfergus,  were  without  the 
knowledge  or  consent  of  the  late  Member, 
Mr.  Dobbs.  It  was  clearly  proved  in  the 
face  of  the  evidence,  that  such  was  the 
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fact,  but  were  it  not  so,  no  person  who 
had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance  could, 
for  a  moment^  suppose  him  capable  of 
sanctioning  such  conduct.  A  more  up- 
right or  estimable  man  than  Mr.  Dobbs 
did  not  exist. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  Issue  of  the  Writ  for  the  boroueb 
of  Carrickfergus  was  suspended  until  the 
1st  day  of  July,  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  disfranchise  the  borough. 

HOUSE     OT   LORDS, 

Tkursday,  May  30,  1833. 

MiiruTM.]  BUL  Read  a  Meond  Unit;— UmiteUoo  oC 
Actions. 

t^tloM  pmented.  By  Eaxte  Garr  and  Radicob.  ftom 
fo  PlaeM  In  Seottaad,  ror  an  AtentUm  of  tfie  BxkUng 
Law  of  Church  Patxoo^e  hi  SooUand.—By  Uie  Earl  oT 
MALMsaavBY,  from  t*Iuc3dey,  fbr  ttae  total  Repeal  of 
ttie  llalt  Duty. — ^By  Locd  CumcuaaT,  ftom  Claxa  and 
Tullamoia,  fbr  the  AbolitUm  of  tha  PunWuncnt  of  Daalb. 
— ^By  tha  MaiquaM  of  DowitaBiaa,  and  Earb  Gbst  and 
RooBir,  from  several  Plaoei, — for  the  Better  Obierranee 
of  th^  Lofd^s  Day.— By  a  Noblb  Lobs,  from  Brutott, 
mA  two  OttMr  Plaoet,  ^aimt  die  Sale  of  Batt  Aet'-Bf 
the  Earl  of  Radmob,  frooa  a  Parish  in  tha  City  of  Loti- 
doo,  against  the  Assessad  Taaus.— 'By  the  Earl  of  Kiv- 
wooL.  from  the  Surgaone,  Ike.,  of  Perth,  for  the  Amend> 
ment  of  the  Apotfaeoartei  Act.— By  Earla  Obbt  Md 
RoDBN,  and  Lorda  Suftibia,  and  DtnroAa»  from  a 
Number  of  Phew,  against  Slavery — By  Vieoount  St 
ViKCBKT,  from  the  County  of  Rom*  for  a  lUr  Com- 
penntion  to  the  West-India  Pioprietoia  and  Stava 
Ownen.~By  the  Earl  of  Vbbolam,  and  Lorda  Wbabw* 
cum  and  Wnrvoan,  fkom  several  Places,— againat 
the  Local  Jurisdictioo  BlU.— By  tha  Earl  of  Roobit, 
from  a  Partth  In  Cork,  igainst  the  Iriah  Church  Reform 
BilL 

Abolition  op  Slavery.]  Lord  Chm^ 
curry  on  presenting  petitions  from  Clara 
and  TuUamore  for  the  Abolition  of  Slaverj 
said,  he  did  not  admit  the  right  of  any 
person,  whatever,  to  hold  any  human  being 
in  Slavery ;  but  it  was  desirable  that  the 
House  should  be  satisfied,  before  making 
any  alteration  in  the  present  law,  whether 
they  were  likely  to  improve  the  oondition 
of  those  whom  it  was  the  particular  object 
of  such  measure  to  henefit.  At  present, 
their  Lordships  were  in  possession  of  very 
little  information  on  the  subject.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  means  taken  to 
prevent  the  traffic  in  slaves  had  hitherto 
been  defective  and,  in  some  instances,  pro* 
ductiveof  acts;  of  liorrible  barbarity.  It 
sometimes  happened  that  a  slup,  with  slaves 
on  board,  was  chased  —  and  the  whole 
of  them  during  the  chase  were  thrown 
into  the  sea,  ai^  no  slaves  being  actually 
found  on  board,  no  capture  could  be  made ; 
but  the  vessel  and  her  crew  were  allowed 
to  proceed  to  commit  new  enormities 
E2 


103 


AboUHon  of  Slavery.         {LORDS}     Payment  of  Contract  Debts.      104 


with  the  prospect  of  the  recurrence  of  a 
like  horrible  and  appalling  catastrophe. 
The  Abolition  Acts,  theretore,  and  the 
system  founded  upon  them,  led  to  the 
commission  of  greater  atrocities  than  those 
which  they  were  intended  to  extinguish. 
There  was  another  point,  on  which  it  was 
necessary  their  Lordships  should  be  in- 
formed, and  with  respect  to  which,  he  was 
for  one,  ignorant  —  namely,  the  condition 
of  the  slaves  in  our  colonies,  as  compared 
with  their  condition  before  they  became 
slaves; — whether  captured  in  war,  or  kid- 
napped on  the  coasts  or  up  the  rivers  of 
Africa.  He  should  like  to  know  whether 
they  were  not  now  in  less  danger  of  life 
and  limb,  and  in  a  better  condition  with 
respect  to  subsistence,  than  they  were  in 
their  native  homes  ?  Every  consideration 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  interests  of  the 
3^est- India  proprietors,  because,  with 
every  wish  to  give  emancipation  to  the 
negro»  it  was  impossible  to  overlook  the 
fact  that  it  was  most  difficult  to  effect  that 
object  without  entailing  an  overwhelming 
loss  upon  those  who  had  hitherto  held 
this  species  of  property,  under  the  sanction, 
the  encouragement,  and  the  authority  of 
the  Legislature.  At  the  same  time,  some 
plan  might  be  adopted  for  the  gradual 
restoration  of  the  slaves  to  freedom,  similar 
to  that  which  had  been  carried  into  effect 
in  some  of  the  States  of  America. 

Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  presented  a 
petition  from  the  merchants,  planters^  ship, 
owners,  and  other  inhabitants  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's colony  of  Dominica.  It  had  heen 
put  into  his  hands,  the  noble  Duke  said,  in 
becember;  but,  as  an  inquiry  into  the 
subject  was  then  going  on,  he  had  declined 
io  present  it.  It  had  now,  however,  been 
returned  to  him  for  presentation.  The 
petitioners  apprehended  the  greatest  evils 
from  the  adoption  of  the  measures  with 
respect  to  the  West  Indies,  proposed  by 
his  Majesty's  Ministers.  They  were  the 
descendants  of  persons  who,  having  been 
conquered  by  his  Majesty's  arms,  were,  by 
what  was  called  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  con- 
firmed the  subjects  of  this  country.  Many 
of  their  ancestors  had  purchased  the  estates 
which  they  now  held  of  the  Crown — a 
property  which  had  been  possessed  for 
iifty  or  sixty  years  ;  and  what  they  desired 
was,  either  that  they  should  be  protected 
in  the  enjoyment  of  that  property,  or  that 
they  should  be  allowed  to  cede  it  to  his 
Majesty  for  a  valuable  consideration.  In 
his  opinion   thb  latter  request   was  well 


worthy  the  attention  of  their .  Lordahxps, 
and  his  Majesty's  Government.  The  pe- 
titioners, one  and  all,  offered  their  estates 
for  a  certain  sum  of  money^  stated  by  them. 
Now,  if  those  estates  were  purchased  by 
the  Crown,  his  Majesty's  Ministers  would 
be  enabled  to  try  any  experiments  with 
them  they  thought  proper ;  and  if  those 
experiments '  were  found  to  answer  in  a 
colony  where  the  property  belonged  to  his 
Majesty,  they  might  then,  perhaps,  be 
advantageously  introduced  into  the  colo^ 
nies  where  the  property  belonged  to  private 
individuals. 

Lord  Suffield  was  not  surprised  that 
persons  who  had  purchased  stolen  property, 
like  a  man  who  had  purchased  a  stolen 
horse,  should  be  glad  to  get  their  money 
back. 

Viscount  Beresford  wished  to  know 
how  the  noble  Lord  could  call  it  stolen 
property.    Who  had  stolen  it  ? 

Lord  Suffield  replied,  that  the  question 
was  not  who  had  stolen  it,  but  in  whose 
possession  the  stolen  property  was. 

Viscount  Beresford  was  at  a  loss  to  know 
how  the  noble  Lord  could  prove  that  the 
property  had  been  stolen. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  observed,  that 
many  Acts  of  Parliament  had  acknow- 
ledged the  property  in  question.  What  he 
was  prepared  to  contend  was,  that  the 
planters  had  as  much  right  to  the  propertv 
adverted  to,  as  their  Lordships  had  to  theff 
estates.  If  the  Lord  Chancellor  were 
applied  to  on  a  question  of  West-India 
property  to-morrow,  he  must  decide  it  as 
such.  By  the  law  of  the  land,  no  English- 
man could  be  deprived  of  his  property 
unless  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  gnmting 
him  compensation. 

Lord  Suffield  rejoined  that  no  man 
could  be  deprived  of  his  natural  rights  by 
an  Act  of  Parliament. 

Payment  of  Debts.]  The  Lord  Chan" 
cellar,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  for  ensuring  the  payment  of  Sinaple 
Contract  Debts,  observed,  that  its  object 
was,  to  do  away  with  the  anomaly  which 
existed  in  the  law  of  debtor  and  creditor 
in  this  country,  by  compelling  persons 
to  do  what  every  honest  man  does  without 
compulsion — namely,  to  subject  his  real 
estates  to  his  just  and  lavdul  debts.  As 
the  law  stood  at  present,  so  long  as  the 
party  lives,  there  was  no  distinction 
between  simple  contract  debts,  and  other 
debts ;  but  after  the  death  of  the  con* 
tractor  of  simple  contract  debts,  at  present 
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his  estates  were  no  longer  liable.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  was,  that  ])ersons  might 
do  what  had  not  unfrequently  been  done — 
mightobtain  possession  of  considerable  funds 
upon  note  of  hand,  as  a  simple  contract 
debt  only,  and  having  invested  those 
very  funds  in  the  purchase  of  real  property, 
if'  the  party  who  had  obtained  those  funds 
died  before  judgment  had  been  obtained 
against  him,  and  left  the  real  estate,  the 
fruit  of  this  ftnudulent  transaction,  to  an 
heir  or  devisee,  the  creditor  was  not,  ac- 
cording to  the  present  state  of  the  law, 
able  to  recover  one  farthing.  Many 
thousands  of  pounds  had  been  obtained 
in  this  way,  and,  in  his  opinion,  the  oppro. 
brium  which  such  a  state  of  things  was 
calculated  to  bring  upon  the  whole  system 
of  our  jurisprudence,  must  far  outweigh 
any  advantages  which  might  be  supposed 
likely  to  arise  from  it.  Nor  was  the  incon- 
venience entirely  confined  to  those  who 
actually  had  a  fraudulent  intention  in  con- 
tracting such  debts,  but  it  frequently 
happened  that  parties  who  really  intended 
to  satisfy  their  creditors  to  the  utmost, 
from  inadvertence  neglected  to  make  such 
a  provision  in  their  wills  as  would  suffice 
to  carry  their  intention  into  effect;  in 
which  case  also  the  simple  contract  creditors 
would  have  no  right  to  make  any  claim 
upon  the  owners  of  estates  purchased  with 
their  funds.  The  subject  having  been  at 
various  times  fully  discussed,  he  thought  it 
unnecessary  further  to  enlarge  upon  the 
subject  at  present.  He  should  move  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  with  the 
intention,  in  consequence  of  the  absence 
of  his  noble  and  learned  friend,  the  Lord 
High  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  of  confining 
it  for  the  present  to  this  country,  though 
he  rather  thought  the  Bill  formeny 
brought  in  was  not  confined  to  this  part 
of  the  kingdom.  As  to  Scotland,  where 
no  law  exonerating  real  estates  as  in  England 
existed,  there  was  no  occasion  for  including 
it  in  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  This  course 
with  respect  to  Ireland  was  rendered  more 
necessary,  because  it  had  been  thought  ad- 
visable to  include  lands  held  by  copyhold, 
by  customary  and  other  tenures,  as  well  as 
freeholds  under  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 

Lord  Wmford  said,  he  would  not 
oppose  the  Dili,  but  announced  his  inten- 
tion of  moving,  as  an  Amendment,  in  the 
Committee  to  limit  the  enactments  of  tlie 
Bill  to  such  debts  as  were  acknowledged  by 
a  note  in  writing. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  his 
noUe  tfod  learned  friend   had   privately 


communicated  to  him  the  substance  of  his 
Amendment.  Much,  however,  would  de- 
pend upon  the  manner  in  which  his  noble 
and  learned  friend  should  frame  the  clause ; 
for,  according  to  his  present  explanations, 
it  would  have  the  efllect  of  taking  a  great 
many  cases  of  breach  of  trust  out  of  the 
operation  of  the  Act.  In  the  case  of  an 
infant,  for  instance,  difficulties  might  occur. 
For  his  own  part,  he  was  more  inclined  to 
extend  than  to  contract  the  operation  of 
the  Statute  of  Frauds. 

The  Earl  of  IVicklotu  stated  his  surprise 
at  the  objections  to  extending  the  Act  to 
Ireland,  considering  the  ample  discussion 
which  it  was  admitted  had  already  taken 
place  on  the  subject.  He  regretted  that, 
in  the  case  of  a  law  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  society,  it  should  be  thought 
necessary  to  make  an  exclusion  in  the  case 
of  Ireland. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  he  had  ex- 
plained why  he  thought  it  advisable  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  question 
as  it  regarded  Ireland.  It  was  advisable 
to  consult  his  noble  and  learned  friend 
the  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  whe- 
ther that  country  was  nut  placed  in  a 
different  situation  from  England  with  re- 
spect to  copyholders.  He  had  much 
rather,  if  it  were  possible,  that  it  should 
be  extended  to  Ireland  at  once. 

The  Earl  of  Wkhlow  thought  tlie 
whole  Bill  might  be  postponed  for  one 
week.  He  had  understood  that  there  were 
few  or  no  copyholders  in  Ireland. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  the 
Bill  was  now  general,  and  the  leaving  out 
of  Ireland  could  be  done  in  the  Committee 
upon  the  Bill,  or  on  bringing  up  of  the 
Report  The  Committee  might  be  deferred 
till  the  time  desired  by  the  noble  Lord. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Inheritance  Bill.^  On  the  Motion 
for  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill, 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  must  take  that 
opportunity  to  complain  of  the  manner  in 
which  this  and  other  Bills  relating  to  real 
property  had  been  carried  through  both 
Houses  up  to  the  present  stage.  There 
had  been  no  discussion  of  the  principle 
of  any  one  of  them,  and  he  for  one  person 
had  no  knowledge  whatever  concerning 
them. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  the  reason 
of  the  little  attention  which  had  been  paid 
to  the  Bill  in  the  lower  House  was,  that 
the  two  latter  of  the  three  Bills  which  had 
just  been  brought  before  their  Lordships 
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had  been  introduced  by  his  learned  friend 
the  late  Sir  Samuel  Romillj,  and  had 
repeatedly  obtained  the  concurrence  of  the 
House.  They  had  now  been  introduced 
by  the  son  of  that  eminent  Gentleman  and 
had  passed  in  silence.  Other  Bills  on 
similar  subjects  had  been  introduced  last 
Session  by  the  present  Solicitor  General, 
but  not  in  his  official  capacity,  but  as  the 
Chief  Commissioner  for  the  inquiry  into 
Real  Property;  and  several  of  the  Bills 
then  underwent  great  discussion.  On 
that  occasion  there  had  been  one  or  two 
divisions  on  the  Inheritance  Bill.  Five 
Bills  in  all  had  emanated  from  the  Real 
Property  Commission;  the  three  which 
had  just  been  brought  before  their  Lord- 
ships, the  Fines  and  Recoveries'  Bill,  and 
the  j;ower  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  May  30,  1833. 

MiiruTBfi.]  Puptn  ordered.  On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Alder> 
man  THOMPtow,  a  Return  of  all  Forei^  Wines  and 
Spirits,  Imported  for  Home  Consiunptioo  in  the  last  ten 
years,  of  all  Foreign  Wines  and  SpiriU  Exported,  and  of 
all  sueh  remaining  in  Bond  on  the  5th  January,  1S33.— 
On  the  Motion  of  Lord  Lowraaa,  an  Account  of  the 
Number  of  Tons  of  Coal  Exported  from  the  Ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom  to  the  Mediterranean,  f^om  the  com- 
meoeement  of  the  Act  1st  and  Snd  William  4tti,  cap.  16, 
to  the  latest  period.— On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Parkks,  a 
Return  of  the  Weight  of  Wrought  Silver  Plate  Manu- 
factured in  Great  Britainand  Ireland,  tarn  1803  to  1813, 
and  Arum  I8S3  to  1833 :  also  the  Weight  upon  which  the 
Export  Dnwback  has  been  allowed  in  those  periods  xe- 
qicctively.— On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant  PxaaiN,  an 
Aooount  of  the  Number  of  Persons  Tried  at  the  last 
Spring  Assiaes,  in  the  Counties  of  Monaghan,  Armagh, 
Antrim,  and  Down,  and  how  disposed  oif,  with  other  Cir- 
cumstanees  ooncemJitg  the  said  Assiaes. 

Bills.  Read  a  second  time :— Consolidated  Fund;  Stamp 
Duties;  Dmnatic  Performances. 

Petitions  presented.  By  the  Soligitob  Gbkiral,  CapUin 
Bavmton,  and  Messrs  Macaulat,  Fowkll  Buxton,  H. 
Ron,  Datbnpokt,  Bibb,  J.  Smith,  Richards,  Pka8k, 
CooKxa,  and  Harcourt,  and  an  Hon.  Mrmrbr,  ttom  a 
great  Number  of  Placa,-,again»t  SUrery.— By  Sir  F. 
Blakb,  ftom  Gaiway,  tor  Compensation  to  the  Slave 
Ownsn.— By  Lord  Obimbton,  Admiral  Flbsiibo,  an 
Hob.  Mbmbsr,  and  Messes.  Ward,  H.  Roaa,  and  Har. 
court,  from  seversl  Places,— for  the  Better  Observance  of 
the  Lord's  Day.— By  Mr.  Mxthubn,  from  Cowham,  for 
the  Aroewlment  of  the  Sale  of  Beer  Act— By  Mr.  Buck- 
INOHAM,  from  Sheffield,  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Cora  Laws. 
—By  Mr.  Alderman  Thompson,  from  the  Shipwrights  of 
Sunderland,  against  Unequal  Taxation  on  Ship  Building 
Materials^— By  Colonel  Sbalb,  from  Dartmouth,  for  an 
Inquiry  into  the  State  of  the  Shipping  Interest—By  Sir 
CHABLxa  CooTB,  from  Queen's  County,  for  an  Alteration 
in  the  Grand  Juries  (Ireland)  BilL— By  Mr.  Slabby, 
from  Shrewsbury,  for  an  Inquiry  Into  the  Inoorporated 
Companies  of  that  Town.— By  Captain  Bavntub,  ftmn 
»  Diawnting  Congregation  of  York,  in  fkvour  of  the 
Pttodiial  Rates  Exemption  Bill- By  Mr.  Psabb,  from 
DarUngtoo,  and  other  Plaoes,  against  the  General  Rqgtoter 
Bill — By  Mr*  Ward,  from  Ucrtfivd,  against  a  System  of 
Terror  practised  in  that  Borough  l^  a  Party.— By  Mr. 
6TgicKiaxo«    ftgn    the  WooUcn    Man\ifii«(ura    oT 


the  Wait  Ridiag  of  YoKUhin^  B0Hta«t  Ih*  Aist  1« 
Geoige  1st,  cap.  S3.— By  Mr.  Bucsiboham,  fnoas 
Sheffield  I  and  Colonels  Ktabs,  and  Oorh  LaJr^rosr. 
from  Haitlngs  aad  St.  Laonaid^,— agalait  ttm  Ammii 
Taxes*— By  Mr.  Richaedq.  fpm  the  fJocaaid  YtaHiaDep 
of  Hanrowgate,  to  place  them  on  the  same  FooUnf  wi^ 
other  Shopkeepers  in  regard  to  the  Asscssct 
Mr.  Buobihqham,  fitom  th*  Politloal  Union  of 
against  the  Malt  Tax — f^  Mr*  Dithtt,  freia 
near  Stratton,  fbr  an  Inquiry  into  the  Administratipa  <tf 
certain  Charitable  BequesU  to  the  Poor  of  thBt  Pariah.— 
By  Lord  Dalwbny,  fieom  Dtwftfmline,  for  an  h^traUm 
in  the  Sootch  Reform  BilL— By  Mr.  Gabxru,  ftfm  Vm 
Places,  for  the  Liberation  of  Robert  Taylor. — Rj  Losd 
Grimston,  from  Sherley,  in  fiivour  ol  the  Factoncs' 
Regulation  BUI.— By  Mr.  H.  lUwk  Aom  I>a«clae.  sal 
other  Places  in  SootUad.  in  favour  of  Iit^i  Cbivch 
Refprro ;  and  by  the  same,  and  Adroirsl  Flbuiko,  Aizb 
several  Places,  for  an  Alteration  in  the  Bxistrng  Syatea 
of  Church  Patronage  in  Scotland  {  and  also  by  Mb.  Hobs^ 
from  a  great  Number  of  Places  in  S0Qtland«  ibf  AJ/mm' 
tions  in  the  Royal  Burgh's  (Scotland)  BUL 

PooB  Laws  (Irbland).]]  Mr.  Jumet 
presented  a  Petition  from  the  Select  Ve»trj 
of  Carlisle^  praying  for  a  system  of  Poor 
Laws  for  Ireland.  The  petitioners  oom. 
plained^  that  the  emigrant  Irish  poor  super. 
seded  the  native  labourers  of  the  plane  ;  that 
wages  were  ccmsequently  demcssed;  aad 
that  English  kbourers  were  thus  in  manj 
cases  thrown  on  their  several  parishes.  Thej 
also  complained  of  the  great  burthen  the 
Irish  poor  were  to  those  parishes,  as  they 
had  often  to  expend  large  sums  on  them 
under  the  name  of  casual  relief  The  hoo. 
Member  instimced  another  case  of  grievaaor 
— a  poor  Irishman  marries  an  English  wo> 
man,  who  derives  a  settlement  from  her  Ei- 
ther; he  becomes  unable  to  support  ber; 
the  pariah  gives  him  nothing  while  he  re. 
mains  with  her  and  his  family  by  her  ;  he 
goes  off;  she  is  then  cast  on  the  parish, 
which  is  then  compelled  to  relieve  her  and 
her  children.  If  ever  the  husband  returns* 
he  is  arrested  and  imprisoned ;  and  thus  the 
parish  is  put  to  an  sdditional  expense,  and 
the  poor  fellow  is  degraded  for  ever  io  his 
own  estimation  by  association  with  felons  in 
gaol,  and  all  for  the  simple  crime  of  poverty. 
The  hon.  Member  concluded  by 
the  necessity  of  Poor  Laws  for  Ireland. 

Mr.  Bicliards  supported  the  prayer  of 
the  petition^  and  observed,  that  he  shoukl 
wish  to  know,  were  the  Noble  Lord  who 
appointed  the  Royal  Comtnission  to  inquiite 
into  the  state  of  the  Irish  Poor  present,  what 
the  Commissioners  were  doing  to  further 
the  object  for  which  they  were  appointed  ? 
There  were  sinister  rumours  abroady  that 
the  appointment  of  the  Commissi/on  wasbut 
a  way  of  getting  rid  of  the  question  altoge* 
ther. 

Mr.  Ruikven  expressed  his  strong  aoqoi* 
escence  in  the  prayer  of  the  petition-  Tie 
thought  the  protection  of  the  rich^  95  wdl 
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M  tkat  of  tiM  poor,  impMatiwly  raqutred  it 
He»  however,  thougbt,  that  die  return  of 
■bieoteet  to  Irdand  would  nipenede  the 
wnefityof  Poar  Lawti  etaUthelofhpoor 
wanted  waa  employment  He  deprecated 
all  crude  and  haaty  legialation  on  the  tuh^ 
jeei;  and  hoped  Engnih  Memben  would 
inform  thenmves  thoroughly  on  the  mat. 
ter,  before  th^  enacted  any  lawi  on  the 
subject 

Mr.  FfrfitfO'dmaor  was  convinced,  that 
when  En^iih  gentlemen  came  to  oondder 
the  question  cahnly,  they  would  come  to 
the  coneloftion,  that  it  was  not  an  Irish 
question  merely,  but  a  national  questioa. 
He  deprecated  the  delay  caused  by  the  ap. 
pointment  of  the  Royal  Commission  of  In^ 
quixy,  as  it  was  on  record  that  the  Irish 
poor  at  msent,  in  many  placea,  were  starv- 
ing. He  had  given  notice  of  a  Motion 
for  the  15th  of  June,  which  he  would  per- 
severe in.  His  otgect  in  that  Motion  would 
he,  to  danify  the  parties  requiring  relief 
into  the  able-bodied  and  healthy,  and  the 
weak,  infirm,  decrepit,  and  othera.  The 
thing  brooked  no  delay,  and  no  delay  should 
it  have  at  bis  hands. 

Mr.  ^bNi^concurred  with  the  hen.  Mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  Cork  as  to  the  neoes- 
sity  of  takinff  sane  steps ;  but  he  could  not 
agree  with  him  as  to  the  unimportance  of 
the  Royal  Commiasion,  which  had  been 
appointoi  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Fi$m  said,  that  whatever  qrstem  of 
Pour  bw8»  however  perfect,  was  devised,  it 
would  ultimately  be  perverted  into  a  job, 
and  the  poor  deprived  of  their  lupport  to 
enrich  a  few  unprincipled  individuals. 
Employment  of  the  poor  was  all  that  was 
required  s  and  something  certainly  should 
bedone  toobtain  that  at  once.  But  as  the 
representative  of  the  poor,  as  the  friend  of 
the  poor,  and  as  an  individual  who  had  their 
interests  at  heart;,  as  much  as  any  man  in 
that  Hmise,  he  would  resist  the  introduotion 
of  any  ijatem  of  English  Poor  laws  Into 
Irdand« 

Petition  refeitd  to  the  Select  Committee 
appoinled  to  inquire  into  Irish  vagrancy. 

AncM4Tioii  OP  SiiAvanY-«-PavivioM8.3 
Sir  BieAard  Vyvfon  presented  a  Petition 
from  a  laijpe  body  of  penons  inteseeted  in 
the  pvppoaition  it  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  who  were  most  anxious  to  be 
heaid  a|pinst  its  adention.  They  most 
conaBientiously  believecKbat  the  proposition 
of  the  right  hon*  Gentkaan  would  be 
Mii  iigunoua  to  the  inteieeta  of  the  co- 


lonies.   He  should  not  now  attempt  to 
create  a  debate,  and  to  anticipate  that  which 
must  speedily  follow.    He  should  therefore 
only  state  the  arguments  of  the  petitioners, 
who    described    themselves    as    Bankers, 
Planters,  Proprietors,  Merchants,  and  others, 
interested  in  the  West-India  colonies.   The 
petitioners  stoted,    that  the  laws  of  this 
country  had  in  many  instances  recognised 
the  existence  of  negro  slavery;  that  the 
Government   themselves   had    frequently 
acted  on  that  recognition,  and  had  sold  es- 
tates with  slaves  upon  them ;  and  that  even 
the  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commona 
in  1 82S  expressly  declared,  that  in  whatever 
was  done  with  regard  to  slavery,  private  pro- 
perty should    be   scrupulously  respected. 
The  petitioners  prayed  the  House  to  re- 
member these  things,  and  not  to  adopt  pn^. 
positions  which  eould  have  no  other  efieet 
than  that  of  abandonins  the  principles  for^ 
merly  professed,  and  of  ruining  large  pro- 
perties that  had  been  embarked  on  the  faith 
of  the  observance  of  these  principles— 
The  Petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.    Goulbum    presented    a    Petition 
agreed  to  at  a  Meeting  in  the  City  of  Lon- 
don.    It  was  signed  by  1,800  persons,  all  of 
them  of  the  highest  respectability.    They 
were  composed  of  bankers,  merchants,  and 
others  holdbg  West-India  property ;  and 
their  opinions,  though  expressed  with  force 
and  freedom,  were  couched  in  language  not 
at  all  calculated  to  excite  the  slightest  de- 
gree of  irritation.    They  prayed  to  be  heard 
at  the  Bar  of  the  House  by  Counsel  against 
this  measure,  which  they  thought  was  con- 
ducted without  a  due  regard  to  existing 
institutions,  and  which  would,  if  carried 
into  effect,  produce  the  ruin  of  those  extens- 
ive interests  that  were  now  connected  with 
the  colonies.    The  petitioners  stated,  that 
the  improvement  of  the  colonies  of  this 
country  had  always  been  an  object  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  this  House,  and  on 
this  point  ^ey  only  echoed  the  sentiments 
of  the  best  and  wisest  statesmen,  who  had, 
at  all  times,  maintained  in  Parliament  the 
advantages  of  our  colonial  empire ;  and  they 
did  but  repeat  the  dedarationa  of  our  ene< 
mies,  who,  in  time  ci  war,  had  ever  made  the 
destruction  of  our  colonial  empire  the  first 
and  greatest  object  of  their  ambition — ^in 
protesting  against  any  proceeding  which 
might  have  the  effect  df  diminishinff  our  co» 
looial  possessions,  the  petitioners  oiuy  stated 
the  language  of  treaties  in  which  we  had 
declared  that  we  had  added  to  the  extent  of 
our  colonial  empire,  for  the  purposes  of  en« 
oouiaging  the  domestic  induitryi  pionotiaf 
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ibe  wealth,  and  increasing  the  resources  of 
the  country.  The  petitioners  detailed  at 
considerable  length,  the  extent  of  shipping 
employed  in  our  colonial  trade — ^they  said, 
that  the  exports  from  this  country  to  the 
West  Indies  amounted  to  no  less  thai)  four 
millions  and  a-half  annually,  and  that  the 
revenue,  derived  from  the  produce  of  the  co- 
lonies, amounted  to  the  sum  of  27,000,000/. 
It  could  not  have  escaped  the  notice  of  the 
House,  that  of  all  the  national  revenue,  the 
proportion  levied  upon  colonial  produce  had 
been  always  that  on  which,  for  its  constancy 
and  durability,  the  greatest  reliance  could 
be  placed.  When  the  country  had  been 
groaning  under  a  load  of  taxation,  so  that  it 
could  bear  no  additional  burthens,  the  colo- 
nies had  supplied  us  with  increased  sources 
of  revenue.  The  petitioners  said,  that  the 
incomes  derived  from  the  colonies  were^  for 
-the  most  part,  spent  in  this  country ;  and 
they  asked  the  House  to  mark  the  impulse 
given  to  trade  and  agriculture,  and  to  look 
to  the  hamlets  that  had  sprung  up  into  towns 
in  consequence  of  the  colonial  employment 
and  expenditure  of  colonial  capital.  Did 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  deny 
that  ?  Would  he  inform  the  House  whether 
Liverpool,  Bristol,  even  London  itself,  had 
not  risen  to  importance  in  consequence  of  the 
advantages  they  had  derived  from  the  colonial 
trade?  Why  did  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Secretary  Stanley)  sneer  at  ob- 
servations, the  truth  and  juctice  of  which 
were  known  to  those  who>  from  their  con- 
nexion with  trade,  were  interested  in  the 
prosperity  of  these  places.  Those  who  were 
connected  with  the  colonies  bad  a  right  to 
utter  their  sentiments,  and  those  who  advo- 
cated their  cause  had  an  equal  right  to  ex- 
plain those  sentiments  to  the  House.  The 
petitioners  were  not  opposed  to  the  emanci- 
pation  of  the  negroes,  but  they  opposed  the 
measure  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  be- 
cause it  provided  no  security  for  the  lives  of 
their  fellow-subjects — ^no  protection  for 
agriculture.  They  said,  that  they  knew  of 
no  stronger  right  of  property  than  that  which 
was  sanctioned  by  law,  and  no  stronger  se- 
curity against  spoliation,  than  the  conscious- 
ness that  the  Government  under  which  they 
lived  would  preserve  that  right  inviolable 
and  unimpaired.  They  protested  against  a 
measure  which  deprived  them  of  their  pro- 
perty without  making  them  any  compensa- 
tion, as  calculated  to  impair  general  con- 
fidence, and  to  establish  a  precedent  which 
might  diortly  be  applied  to  otherdescriptions 
of  proi)erty  with  equal  injustice.  He  did 
act  present  this  aa  the  petition  of  any  party ; 


and  most  happy  should  he  be  if  it  couU 
produce  a  proposition  which  would  oonciliate 
all  parties,  for  he  had  always  felt  tliat  this 
was  not  a  fit  question  to  be  made  the  Aubject 
of  party  discussion.  He  wished  merely,  in 
conclusion,  to  warn  the  House  aguntft  any 
premature  measure,  which  would  not  onlv 
have  a  fatal  influence  on  our  own  colonies, 
but  by  their  failure  serve  as  an  excuse  for 
continuing  slavery  in  other  colouieB. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fowell  BuxUm  said,  that  he  liad  up- 
wards of  forty  petitions  to  present  from  is 
many  places,  all  of  which  were  directly  op- 
posed to  the  prayer  of  the  petitions  just  nov 
laid  on  the  Table.  He  riionld  not  at  that 
moment  say  more  upon  the  subject  of  these 
petitions  than  that  the  persons  who  sent 
them  to  that  House  could  not  faring  them- 
selves to  think,  that  men  and  women,  could 
be  legal  chatties,  but  must  believe^that  they, 
though  of  a  different  odour,  were  eatttkd 
to  the  same  rights  as  the  rest  of  their  ^k- 
cies. 

Laid  on  the  Table. 

MiNisTBRiAL  Plan  fob  thb  Eman* 
ciPATioN  OF  Slaves.^  The  Order  of  the 
Day  for  the  House  resolving  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Colonial  Slavery,  was  read. 

On  the  Question  that  the  Speaker  do 
leave  the  Chair, 

Sir  Richard  Vyvyan  said  that,  of  all  the 
questions  that  could  be  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  none  were  of  s 
more  difficult  nature  than  those  in  which 
strong  opinions,  partly  of  a  religious  de- 
scription, and  partly  founded  on  a  philosophic 
view  of  the  dignity  of  the  human  species, 
came  into  contact  with  deep  convictions  of 
the  ruin  and  degradation  which  their  enact* 
ment  would  cause  to  both  property  and  per* 
sons.  Of  that  class  was  the  discussion  into 
which  the  House  was  about  to  enter.  On 
the  one  side  were  ranged  persons  connected 
with  the  subject  by  rdigious  opinions,  who 
for  many  years  had  been  in  pursuit  of  an 
object  which  they  deemed  of  importance  to 
human  nature ;  while  on  the  other  were  to 
be  found  individuals  who,  themselves  deeply 
involved  in  the  settlement  of  the  question, 
came  forward  and  assured  the  House,  that 
the  wishes  of  their  opponents,  if  carried  into 
eftect,  would  be  attended  by  the  ruin  of 
themselves  and  their  posterity.  Such  heii^ 
the  case,  need  he  impress  upon  the  House 
that  there  never  was  a  debate  which  more 
required  forbearance,  oondlistofy  spirit,  and 
and  patient  attention  on  the  part  of  those 
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nnoe  the  House  of  Commons  had  aswmed 
to  itself  a  metropoHtan  power  unenjoyed 
by  ancient  Rome,  that  it  would  show  itself 
more  delicate  than  it  had  previously  been 
in  meddling  with  the  rights  and  interfering 
with  the  property  of  fellow  subjects,  or  in 
attempting  to  injure  the  property  of  those 
who  had  no  direct  RepresentaliTes  within 
the  walls  of  Parliament.    There  oould  be 
no  shadow  of  an  argument  for  the  House 
interfering  with  colonial  rights  and  pro- 
perty after  it  had  done  away  with  the  indi* 
rect  representation  which  the  colonies  had 
formerly  possessed.     The  House  had  no 
right  to  interfere  with  those  colonies^  which 
had  Legislatures  of  their  own,  especially 
when  they  denied  them,  in  common  with 
others,  the  privilege  of  sendans  Represent- 
atives to  Parliament.    The  Cokmial  Legis- 
latures had  foreseen  this  case  immediately 
the    Reform    Bill  had    been  introduced. 
They  foresaw  it  long  before  the  Reformed 
Parliament    had    met;    and    when    the 
Assembly  of  the  Island  of  Jamaica  was 
convened,  they  answered  the  address  of 
the  Earl  of  Mulgrave  in  the  terms  which 
clearly  proved  that  they  were  fully  convinced 
that,  whatever  might  be  the  impresssion  of 
Ministers  in  £nglan4,  the  great  question  of 
colonial  emancipation  would    be   pressed 
upon  the  House,  and  that  the  colonial  in- 
terests would  be  attacked  and  would  prob- 
ably be  made  a  sacrifice.    In  the  address 
of  the  Colonial  Assembly  to  the  Earl  of 
Mulgrave,  they  steted :     '  As  this  House 
never  did  recognise  the    Resolutions  of 
Parliament  in  1 82d«-as  this  House  never 
did  admit  the  right  of  the  House  of  Com* 
mons  to  legislate  on  the  internal  afiairs  of 
Jamaica,  even  when  the  West-Indies  was 
indirectly  represented  in  Parliament,  we 
never  can  concede  that  a  House  of  Com- 
mons, which  is  to  exist  upon  the  principle 
that  actual  Representetion  should  be  the 
foundation  of  legislation,  can  justly  claim 
to  legislate  over  us,  their  free  fellow- 
countrymen,  in  all  respects  their  equals, 
but  who  have  not,  and  cannot  have,  any 
voice  whatever  at  their  election,  by  whom, 
in  consequence,  we  are  not  represented ; 
who  are  strangers  to  our  condition  and  in* 
terest,  and  whose  attempt  to  dictate  to  us 
would,  consequently,  upon  aU  their  own 
principles — ^the  principles  of  their  own 
existence  as  a  legislative  body —be  tyranny 
and  not  legislation.    Experience  prevents 
us  from  dduding  ourselves  with  the  hope 
of  a  dispassionate  and  impartial  result 
from  the  proceedings  of  any  Committee 
of  the  Commons'  House  in  relation  to  the 


who  might  enter  into  the  discusnon,  than 
that  which  he  was  about  to  open?  The 
legislative  ri^to  of  the  colonists  had  been 
unjustly  and  wantonly  attacked  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers,  on  whom  the  experience  of 
the  American  contest  seemed  thrown  away. 
He  believed  that  the  attack  had  been  made 
without  any  calcolation  of  its  effects  or  pos- 
sible ooniequences ;  or  if  Ministers  had 
made  a  calculation,  it  was  merely  of  the 
weakness  of  their  victims.  He  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  those  whom  he  had  the 
honour  to  address  to  those  recent  changes  in 
the  constitution  of  Parliament  which  ma- 
terially affected  the  question  now  at  issue. 
The  British  colonies,  whether  in  the  West 
Indies,  North  America,  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  or  the  East  Indies,  had  had  a  virtual 
and  an  indirect  representetion  in  the  House 
of  Commons  before  the  Reform  Bill  had 
passed.  Although  the  colonies,  it  was  true, 
had  not  sent  Members  into  the  House,  still 
there  were  persons  in  Parliament  who  were 
completely  connected  with  their  interests, 
who  could  explain  their  wants,  communicate 
their  views,  and  expostulate  on  their  behalf 
with  Ministen  against  any  acts  which  might 
tend  to  endanger  them.  But  now  the  sys- 
tem was  changed,  and  that  change  more 
seriously  affected  the  interests  of  the  ccdonies 
than  of  any  other  portion  of  the  British  do- 
minions. During  the  time  that  the  Reform 
BUI  had  been  in  promra  through  the  House, 
an  hon.  Member  (&e  Member  for  Middle- 
sex^ had  brought  forward  a  proposal  to  give 
a  direct  representation  to  the  colonies ;  but 
that  motion  had  been  laid  aside,  and  colonial 
Representatives  had  not  been  admitted  into 
Parliament.  The  inhabitente  of  Manches- 
ter, of  Birmingham,  and  of  the  great  ma. 
nufacturing  and  commercial  towns  had 
obtained  th«ir  rights,  at  least  such  of  the 
inhabitants  as  occupied  houses  worth  lOA  a 
year.  These  rights  had  been  granted  to 
the  lOL  householden  upon  an  abstract  prin- 
ciple whilst  it  had  been  denied  to  West- 
India  proprietors,  though  they  might  pos- 
sess property  worth  10,000(.  or  even  10,000iL 
a  year.  Thus  by  the  new  system  not  only 
the  West-India  Colonies  but  the  great 
cities  of  the  East,  containing  merchants  of 
princely  incomes,  were  to  be  governed  and 
controlled  by  the  delegates  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  shops  and  the  factories,  and 
ercn  of  the  watering-places  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  No  ordinance  of  a  conqueror  in 
a  country  newly  acquired  by  force  of  arms 
could  be  more  tyrannical  than  the  decree  of 
those  who  framed  the  Reform  Bill  with 

lespeet  10  dM  eohmiei    Heatkasttnistedj 
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*  WesUlndiei ;  nor  are  we  stnmgen  to  the 

*  fact  (bat  pledges  ar»  now  being  exacted 
'  firom  oandsdatee  for  leats  in  the  new  Im- 

*  penal  Parliament  to  vote  in  refpect  of 

*  the  coloniefy  according  to  popular  dicta- 
'  tion>  and  not  after  ample  and  patient  ex. 
'  aoiination/  Such  had  been  the  solemn 
declaration  of  the  House  of  Aisembly  in 
Jamaica  at  their  first  meeting  last  year, 
when  they  knew  that  the  Reform  Bill  had 
passedi  and  that  they  were  not  virtually 
represented  in  Parliament*  It  might  be 
presumed  that  Lord  Mulgrave  woiud  not 
cpmply  with  such  an  address,  or  agree  to 
treat  the  Assembly  as  an  independent  State. 
His  Lordship,  in  his  reply,  had  said :     ^  It 

certainly  would  not  become  me  to  enter  into 
any  discussion  with  you  as  to  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  you  suppose  the  Repre- 
sentation of  the  people  of  England  to  have 
been  amended  by  the  Bill  passed  for  its 
Reform ;  nor  do  I  know  by  what  right 
you  assume,  in  addreftsin^  me,  that  the 
Westolndies  were  ever  indirectly  more  re- 
presented in  Parliament  than  they  will  be 
now*  It  was  then,  as  now.  only  as  Re. 
presentatives,  legally  elected  by  the  people 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  superintend 
the  interests  of  the  whole  empire,  that 
gentlemen  connected  with  this  island 
could  have  a  seat  in  that  House,  or  could 
beloQff  to  one  branch  of  that  Imperial 
Legislature,  the  omnipotence  of  whose 
united  ;Voice  to  legislate  for  the  whole 
empire,  if  it  so  think  fit,  is  beyond  dis- 
pute.' The  declaration  of  Lord  Mulgrave, 
the  Representative  of  his  Majesty,  exactly 
tallied  with  the  feelings  of  the  right  hon. 
Secretary  (Mr.  Stanley).  But  was  the 
Earl  of  Mulgrave  correct  in  what  he  had 
stated  with  respect  to  the  indirect  Repre- 
sentation of  West-Indian  interests  in  Par- 
liament No  one  could  deny,  he  thought, 
tli^t  the  West-India  interest  had  some 
reason  to  complain  at  being  deprived  of 
that  indirect  Representation  which  it  had 
enjoyed  in  that  House  previous  to  the 
passbg  of  the  Reform  Bill— []cn>«  f^f"  No, 
no^'from  the  Treatur^  Bench€s2'  Gentle- 
men said  "  No;"  but  he  asked  where  was 
Mr.  Irving,  who  was  one  of  the  greatest 
West-India  merchants^had  he  obtained  a 
seat  in  that  House  ?  [Mr.  Secretary  Stanley 
said,  across  the  Table :  **  No,  he  has  not,  but 
his  partner  has."3  It  was  true  his  partner 
had  come  in,  but  it  was  not  at  the  general 
election.  In  fact,  it  was  notorious,  that 
persons  connected  with  the  West-India 
interest  could  not  obtain  seats  at  the  last 
^tectiooi  unkia  where  they  Imppeoed  to  be 


supported  by  his  M^esty's  Garm 
ment.  Even  the  agents  and  thniw  othor 
Gentlemen  who  had  ^c  into  thm  Hoott 
had  entered  under  the  mfluenoe  of  Ministcn. 
Ilia  agents  of  the  colonies  who  bad  not  st- 
tendea  to  the  suggestions  of  Miniaters^  sod 
did  not  belong  to  their  party,  were  excludoL 
When  he  and  others  had  said,  tbttt  the  bo. 
roughs  of  Old  Sarum,  of  G^tton^  nod  tk 
other  boroughs  of  schedule  A  and  acheduk 
B  had  not  merely  returned  En^^iA  Mea. 
hers  to  Parliament,  but  had  been  the  mesai 
of  affording  to  the  colonies  the  advant^ 
of  an  indirect  Representation,  they  Id 
been  sneered  at  or  their  assertioiia  had  beet 
denied;  but  had  not  subsaqoent  eveati 
proved  the  correctness  of  their  vievrs  ?  Tk 
reply  of  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave  bad  beca 
met  by  a  declaration  from  ua  AsaemUy  d 
Jamaica  in  the  month  of  NoYembar  bsb 
in  which  they  said :  '  Thai  tlua  Hooa 
observe,  with  regret,  the  animadvenionssf 
his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  cm  wm 
parts  of  their  address*  in  aaawar  lo  Ui 
Excellency's  speech  at  the  opening  of  tk 
Session.  The  House  disavow  any  intca* 
tion,  on  their  part,,  to  deviate  from  tiai 
tone  of  conoiuation  which  pervades  ks 
Excellency's  q[)eech.  It  was  the  msit 
anxious  wish  of  the  House  to  express  is 
his  Excellency  their  devoted  nltnrhianrt 
to  their  Sovereign,  and  their  high  tespect 
and  personal  consideratiim  for  bis  ^EacA- 
lency  as  Governor  of  the  idaod.  Tk 
House,  however,  feel  it  imporative  as 
them,  and  in  accordance  with  former  pre- 
cedents to  dedare,  without  meaning  t» 
offend  or  to  infringe  on  the  ligbts  of 
others,  that  it  is  their  determioattan^  as  it 
is  their  duty,  to  maintain^  steadily,  the 
privileges  and  immunities  which  the  five 
inhabitants  of  Jamaica  are  entitled  to»  ia 
common  with  other  British  subjects;  thess 
are  so  well  defined  by  law»andsanctioBed 
by  long  usage,  as  not  to  be  mistakea. 
The  House,  therefore,  rely  with  perfect 
confidence,  that  whilst  thi^y  confine  them, 
selves  to  the  conscientious  discharge  «f 
their  duty,  they  will  receive  from  the 
Representatives  of  their  SoveieigD  |he 
most  favourable  construction  of  their  aoli 
and  intentions  which  is  due  to  them  ss 
loyal  and  fisithful  subjects;  but  tkb 
House  must  protest,  on  behalf  of  their 
constituents^  as  well  as  of  tkemaelves, 
against  the  doctrine  stated  by  hb  £x» 
cellcncy  as  applicable  to  thiscQlony»  which 
asserts,  as  beyond  dispute  the  tranaeead* 
ant  power  of  the  Imperial  Legidalurs, 
r^iulat^  only  by  its  own  diseseimi,  aai 
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Whatever  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  !n 
that  Home  as  a  Minifiter  of  the  Crawn^  and 
as  the  head  of  the  Colonial  Department,  it 
was  important  that  his  words  shouldco  forth 
to  the  Colonies,  and  that  they  shuuld  know 
how  far  they  had  or  had  not  the  right  to 
legislate  for  themselves.  Whether  they 
had  a  right  to  legislate  upon  some  or  upon 
all  systemsof  taxation,  or  how  fkr  they  might 
legislate  with  respect  to  social  regulations 
oAheir  slaves,  ought  to  he  clearly  understood. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  apparently  meant 
to  say,  that  Parliament  had  the  right  to  inter- 
fere in  questions  of  internal  taxation  in  the 
Colonies.  But  the  right  of  self-taxation 
was  that  which  the  Colonial  Legislatures 
the  most  insisted  upon.  He  would  deny 
the  proposition  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  maintained,  that  delegated 
authority  could  be  cancelled  or  recalled  at 
the  pleasure  of  him  who  delegated  it.  No 
man  had  asserted  that  any  del^ated  au- 
thority could  ever  exceed  that  which  the 
deleeator  had  the  power  to  bestow ;  but  he 
would  maintaini  that  power  onee  delegated 
never  could  be  rescinded.  The  powers 
originally  granted  to  Parliament  had  only 
been  delegated  by  the  King.  Was  not  this 
the  case  with  respect  to  the  powers  given 
to  Parliament  by  King  John  and  by  King 
Edward,  and  had  those  Sovereigns  any 
right  to  revoke  what  they  had  once  granted  ? 
If  the  principle  were  good,  it  applied  to  small 
affiiirs  as  well  as  to  great.  The  principle  had 
always  been,  that  authority  granted  indefi- 
nitely by  a  royal  power,  whether  like  the 
charter  of  Louis  18th,  or  the  diartera 
granted  to  corporations,  or  those  granted  to 
the  Colonies,  could  not  be  revoked  by  the 
will  of  the  grantor.  If  this  were  the  doc- 
trine with  respect  to  Sovereigns,  he  knew 
not  how  a  contrary  opinion  could  prevail 
with  respect  to  Parliament  and  inferior 
bodies.  He  would  now  go  back  to  the 
case  of  Mr.  Otis  in  1 765.  At  that  moment 
a  great  deal  of  discontent  had  prevailed 
against  the  mother  country ;  but  tiie  lan- 
guage of  the  provinces  was  mild,  nor  weie 
tliey  disposed  to  bieak  out  into  violeaee,  er 
to  oppose  the  Government.  The  gnmnds 
of  complaint  had  been  the  right  to  levy 
taxes,  the  right  of  sending  troope  from 
Great  Britain,  and  the  right  of  internal 
l^islatton.  The  right  kmi.  Gentleman 
ht&  said  that  Mr.  Otis  had  declared  that  as 
the  colonies  were  separate  dominions,  and 
distant  from  the  mother  country,  and  ai 
they  were  unrepresented  in  IHurliamenty 
th^  ought  to  be  governed  fay  hws  of  their 
own  makiBg.    This  h«d  \mm  the  opinion 


limited  only   fay  restrictions  they  may 

*  themselves  have  imposed.    Such  a  doc- 

*  trine  is  as  subversive  of  the  acknowledged 
'  rights,  as  it  is  danaerous  to  the  lives  and 
'  properties  of  his  Midesty*s  faithful  and 

*  lay  al  subjects  of  this  island,  who,  although 

*  they  acknowledge  the  supremacy  of  a 
'  common  Sovereigti  over  the  whole  empire, 

*  never  can  admit  such  supremacy  in  one 

*  portion  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  residing 

*  in  the  parent  State  over  another  portion 
'  oftheirfellow-subjectsresiden tin  Jamaica.' 
He  was  quoting  facts  and  official  documents, 
and  could  not  Inii  expreis  his  regret,  that  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  had  never  attended 
to  the  Sepresentation  of  the  Colonial 
Assemblies.  The  Houses  of  Assembly  had 
repeatedly  addressed  the  most  respectful  lan- 
ffuaoe  to  their  Sovereign,  but  their  addresses 
had  never  been  attended  ta  The  language 
of  the  oolonists  had  always  been  t&t  of 
loyalty  lo the  Kins ;  it  always showedgood 
feeling  to  their  vdlow-subjects  of  Cneat 
Britain,  and  of  the  other  parts  of  the  empire. 
Prone  to  respect  the  rights  of  others, 
the  eolonisls  had  justly  expressed  their  de- 
termination to  defend  their  own.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Stanley),  in  hU  speech  the  other  night,  had 
stated  that  he  would  not  enter  minutely 
into  or  discuss  fuUy  where  the  right  of  the 
Mother  Country  to  interfere  either  began 
or  ended.  Tlioae  were  the  words  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  had  added,  that 
he  knew  of  no  boundary  line,  and  he  left  it 
to  others  to  point  out  in  what  charter  or 
where  such  self-denying  ordinances  might 
be  Ibund.  Dangerous  as  were  manyof  the 
propositions  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman — 

Mr.  SUinkjf  in  explanation  said,  that 
what  he  had  stated  was,  that  there  was  no 
limitation  to  the  authority  of  Parliament, 
but  that  which  Parliament  had  itself  im- 
posed. With  respect  to  the  internal  tax- 
ation of  the  colonies.  Parliament  had  im* 
posed  eertain  restraints  on  itself,  when  the 
power  of  iateraal  taxation  was  vested  in 
the  Colonial  L^islatures. 

Sir  Richatd  Vytyan  resumed.  If  the 
right  hon*  Gentleman  supposed  that  in- 
ternal taxation  of  the  colonies  was  alone 
the  point  in  which  Parliament  had  no 
right  to  interfere,  he  at  once  disposed  of  his 
own  general  principle.  If  Parliament  at 
its  own  win  and  pleasure,  had  dedared  that 
it  had  no  ri^t  to  interfere  with  the  in. 
temal  taxadon  of  the  Colonies,  did  the 
ri^t  hoa.  Gentbman  suppose  that  Parlia- 
meatj  al  its  will  and  pleanue,  couU  not  at 
•a;  tin*  fmaN   tbe  other  principle? 
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of  Mr.  Otis  before  the  great  struggle  coni- 
menoed,  before  swords  tiad  been  drawn  or 
a  shot  had  lieen  fired.  Notwithstanding 
this  the  Government  pressed  on  their  mea- 
sure ;  they  would  persevere  in  their  designs ; 
and  Mr.  Otis  and  the  other  men  met  at 
Boston,  Resolutions  were  passed,  affairs 
proceeded,  till  war  was  produced,  and  the 
separation  of  the  colonies  followed.  But 
Mr.  Otis  had  acknowledged  that  there  were 
great  questions  in  which  the  mother  coun- 
try had  a  right  of  interference,  and  the 
only  point  to  settle  was,  what  those  ques- 
tions were.  He  would  take  the  famous 
Navigation  Act  as  an  example.  The  Na- 
vigation Act  was  a  severe  tax  and  infliction 
on  the  colonies.  It  hindered  the  colonists 
from  taking  advantage  of  the  cheapest 
vessels  in  transporting  their  goods,  and 
obliged  them  to  abstain  from  employing 
foreign  vessels,  which  would  have  benefitted 
their  interests;  and  yet  no  instance  was 
found  of  the  colonists  protesting  against  the 
Navigation  Act  or  declaring,  that  the 
Mother  country  had  no  right  to  enforce  it. 
He  would  take  another  question  which  had 
been  stated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself.  The  question  of  the  slave  trade 
was  completely  an  imperial  question.  It 
was  a  trade  on  the  high  seas ;  the  greater 
number  of  ships  employed  in  it  sailed  from 
ports  in  Great  Britain.  The  question  was 
therefore  of  importance.  The  honour  of 
the  country  was  involved  in  it,  and  it  ap- 
plied to  the  harbours  of  England.  It  was 
therefore  an  English  question,  and  the 
Legislature  of  England  had  a  right  to  in- 
terfere in  it.  But  this  was  a  case  totally 
distinct  from  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the 
Colonies.  The  one  was  an  external  ques- 
tion, connected  with  the  Navigation  Act ; 
but  the  question  of  slavery  was  internal, 
and  confined  to  the  colonies  themselves. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  al- 
lusions to  the  Acts  of  1778 — ^those  Acts,  as 
they  were  termed,  of  conciliation  and  paci- 
fication so  disgraceful  to  the  country,  as 
they  came  too  late  for  its  humanity  and 
honour,  and  not  early  enough  to  prevent 
the  war.  As  Parliament  was  resolved  at 
the  present  moment  to  carry  into  effect  all 
its  ]deasures,  was  it  not  possible  that  a  time 
might  arrive  when  it  might  have  reason  to 
entertain  the  strongest  wish  to  abandon  the 
Resolutions — as  strong  a  wish  as  that  felt 
in  1778,  when  Lord  North  came  down  to 
the  House  amidst  a  gloom,  a  discontent, 
and  silence,  which  were  remarked  by  those 
who  took  part  in  the  parliamentary  pro- 
ceedings of  that  day  to  be  so  severe  that 


for  a  long  time  no  Gentleman  rose  to 
answer  him  ?  Astonishment  and  dejection 
were  painted  on  the  countenance  of  all 
present.  Was  it  not  possible,  notwith. 
standing  the  solemn  and  bold  manner  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  a  time  might 
come  when,  in  consequence  of  foreign  inter, 
ference,  some  other  Minister  might  be  com- 
pelled to  come  down  to  the  House,  and 
make  a  proposition  not  unlike  that  which 
had  been  made  by  Lord  North  ?  *  One  of 
the  Bills,'  said  that  Minister,  '  I  propose 
to  move  for  is,  to  quiet  America  upon  the 
subject  of  taxation,  and  to  remove  all 
fears,  real  or  pretended,  of  Parliament  ever 
attempting  to  tax  them  again,  and  to 
take  away  all  exercise  of  the  right  itself, 
in  future,  so  far  as  regards  revenue.  As 
to  the  other  particulars  in  controversy, 
the  Americans  have  desired  a  repeal  of  dl 
the  Acts  passed  since  1763 ;  this  can- 
not however,  be  supposed  to  mean  any 
more  than  those  Acts  which  have,  in  some 
way  or  other,  pressed  on  them ;  for  some 
which  passed  in  1769  were  beneficial, 
and  such  as  they  themselves  must  consider 
in  that  light,  being  the  granting  of 
bounties  and  premiums,  or  the  relaxation 
of  former  Statutes  that  had  been  grievous 
to  them.  As  to  the  late  Acts— such  as 
the  Massachusetts  charter,  the  Fishery, 
and  the  Prohibitory  Bills— as  they  were 
the  effect  of  the  quarrel,  they  should 
cease ;  and  as  to  the  complaints  of  mat- 
ters of  a  various  nature,  authoritv  shall 
be  given  to  settle  them  to  the  satisfaction 
of  America  ?' 
Such  was  the  important  part  of  Lord 
North's  speech ;  but  it  was  then  too  late  to 
recede,  and  England  lost  those  colonics, 
which,  in  the  first  instance,  she  had  deenN 
ed  too  feeble  to  offer  resistance.  He  knew 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  argued, 
that  if  men  would  resist  the  measure  he 
had  brought  forward,  they  must  take  the 
consequence.  The  hon.  member  for  Wey- 
mouth (Mr.  Fowell  Buxton)  had  likewise 
subscribed  to  this  doctrine,  that  if  the 
white  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  opposed 
the  measures  of  Government,  and  would 
not  emancipate  their  slaves,  they  must  ex- 
pect to  meet  with  no  assistance  from  the 
mother  country,  but  to  experience  nothing 
but  coercion.  He  (Sir  Richard  Vyvyan) 
did  not  like  to  contemplate  or  suppose  the 
possibility  of  an  attempt  on  the  part  of 
Ministers  to  tvrannize  over  the  colonies  to 
the  extent  that  violence  must  be  the 
inevitable  consequence.  He  trusted  that 
Ministers  never  would  induce  the  colonies 
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to  look  for  foreign  asgutance^  or  to  keep  up 
anj  foreign  correspondence.     It  was  still 
in  the  power  of  the  House  to  act  upon  the 
principles  of  conciliation,  and  to  meet  the 
eolonists  half   way.     Time   and  circum. 
stances,  notwithstanding  what  the    hon. 
memher.for  Weymouth  might  think,  might 
cffer  to  the  colonists  the  temptation  of  re- 
ceiving foreign  assistance.     Time  and  cir . 
cumstances  had  formerly  ofiered  to  France, 
and  afterwards  to  Spain,  such  an  oppor- 
tunity of  afibrding  assistance  to  the  oolo- 
nies ;  and  he  would  most  earnestly  press 
this  part  of  the  question  upon  the  attention 
of    Parliament.    The   question    was   one 
which  involved  the  richts  and  liberties  of 
their  fellow-suhjects.    He  was  anxious  to 
press  this  part  of  the  question  upon  the 
House,  in  consequence  of  a  paper  he  had 
leoeived  that  day,  and  which  he  was  au- 
thorixed  to  lay  before  the  House.     It  was 
a  copy  of  the  instructions  which  had  been 
leoeived  by  the  Deputies  from  the  island 
of  Jamaica,  upon  their  quitting  the  island 
to  pvoceed   to  this  country.     After  this 
paper  should  have  been  read,  let  it  not  be 
nid,  that  he  had  been  doing  anything  to 
instigate  the  colonists.     The  hon.  Baronet 
read  the  following  paper  :— 

The  object  of  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica  in 
iMdiiig  a  Committee  of  their  members  to 
England  was,  to  offer  such  information  to  Co- 
fcmment  and  to  Parliament  as  might  correct 
their  opinion  of  the  condition  of  the  slave 
popolation. 

11  is  the  duty  of  the  Committee,  if  they 
diall  find  emancipation  to  be  the  general  de- 
sire of  their  fellow-subjects,  not  to  oppose  a 
resistance  which  is  sure  to  be  unavailing,  and 
auiy  be  misunderstood. 

They  are  expected  to  make  themselves  ac- 
qyainted  with  the  ultimate  views  of  the  eman- 
dpationists ;  and  if  those  views  contemplate 
the  diisolation  of  colonial  society,  and  the  de- 
ndition  of  property,  which  must  be  the  con- 
sequence of  unconditional  freedom,  they  are 
instructed  to  demand  a  full  compensation  ac- 
oording  to  the  value  of  property,  before  it  was 
maettled  by  the  agitation  of  the  question. 

If  by  emancipation  is  meant  the  substitu- 
tion of  a  system  of  free  labour,  in  the  room  of 
fhEvery,  which  shall  secure  to  the  planters  the 
caltivation  of  their  lands,  the  Committee  are 
to  require  compensatipn  equivalent  to  the 
portion  of  labour,  of  which  they  may  be 
deprived,  and  to  the  risk  of  loss  and  sufiering 
whidi  so  complete  a  change  may  bring 
with  it. 

The  Committee  are  bound  to  insist,  that  the 
expense  of  an  adequate  police,  and  all  other 
cstts  of  the  arrangement,  shall  be  defrayed  by 
Gcvemment. 

Tbey  are  also  to  protest,  in  the  most  de- 


cided manner,  against  any  interposition  .  or 
Parliament  in  their  internal  affairs.  The  As- 
sembly of  Jamaica  are  always  ready,  on  the 
invitation  of  the  Crown,  to  discuss  the  mea- 
sure of  emancipation,  compensation  being 
first  provided  by  Parliament,  out  they  will  not 
yield  their  legislative  rights,  except  to  violence, 
which  their  confidence  in  the  justice  of  their 
fellow-subjects  will  not  permit  them  to  ap- 
prehend. 

This  dcxiumcnt  was  officially  signed  by 
Richard  Barrett,  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  of  Jamaica.  After  having 
read  the  paper  to  the  House,  he  hoped  that 
no  man  would  say,  that  he  had  laid  too 
much  stress  upon  the  case.  A  great  public 
principle  was  involved  in  this  question. 
Independent  of  the  West  Indians  them- 
selves, there  were  many  great  interests  in- 
volved in  the  question,  and  some  of  which 
had  been  adverted  to  at  public  meetings. 
The  great  meeting  that  had  been  held  at 
the  City  of  London  Tavern  ought  alone  to 
be  sufficient  to  convince  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters that  there  was  a  strong  and  deep 
conviction  in  the  minds  of  thoae  who  were 
not  connected  with  the  West  Indies,  that 
if  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Grentlfeman 
were  to  be  carried  into  effect,  inevitable 
ruin  would  ensue.  The  rijght  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  said,  that  he  intended  to  di- 
minish the  quantity  of  sugar,  for,  in  his 
opinion,  the  increase  of  the  cultivation  of 
sugar  had  much  to  do  witli  the  decrease  of 
population.  But  did  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman look  to  the  immediate  reduction 
of  the  revenue,  and  how  that  reduction 
would  bear  on  the  interests  of  all  classes  in 
the  country  ?  But  what  need  was  there  to 
enter  upon  the  subject,  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  must  know,  and  every  indivi- 
dual must  know,  that  the  interests  connect- 
ed with  the  West-India  islands  were 
numerous  and  important.  Vast  numbers 
of  manufacturers  were  kept  in  employment 
throughout  all  the  manufacturing  districts, 
by  the  demands  of  the  West- India  mar- 
kets. Enormous  sums  of  money  were 
spent  by  West- India  proprietors  in  Eng- 
land. The  shipping  interest  was  greatly 
involved  in  the  question,  for  immense  ex- 
ports, as  well  as  imports,  depended  upon 
the  issue.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
were  really  serious  in  his  intention  to  di- 
minish the  quantity  of  sugar  grown  in  the 
English  colonies,  did  he  mean  to  drive  the 
British  purchaser  to  the  foreign  colonies, 
in  which  the  produce  of  sugar  would  not 
be  decreased,  and  in  which  it  was  all  the 
result  of  slave  labour?     If,  in  consequence 
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of  any  alteration  in  the  colonial  system^  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  diminish  the 
quantity  of  sugar  supplied  hy  our  colonies 
to  the  consumer  in  England,  the  conse- 
quence would  he  a  hounty  upon  the  slave 
lahour  of  foreign  colonies^  such  as  the 
Braiils  and  the  Spanish  islands.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  heen  guilty  of 
making  attacks  upon  the  West- India 
interest  with  a  view  of  showing  that  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  bring  forward  a 
plan  which  might  at  last  satisfy  the  violent 
party  at  the  other  side  of  the  House.  It 
was  now  known,  hy  a  paper  which  had 
been  circulated  that  morning,  that  the 
other  party  was  at  length  satisfied,  and  that 
it  meant  to  support  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's schemes;  but  why,  he  would  ask, 
had  not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  con. 
ceded  something  to  the  other  side  ? 
It  would  have  been  much  better  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  the 
trouble  to  inform  himself  correctly  of  the 
grounds  of  the  accusations  which  he  had 
brought  forward  against  the  West-Indian 
interest,  partiailarly  as  they  involved  mat- 
ters of  fact  before  bringing  them  forward. 
The  rieht  hon.  Gentleman  had  said,  that 
in  the  uave  laws,  evidence  was  rot  allowed 
to  be  given  by  the  slave  without  producing 
the  recommendation  or  permission  of  the 
master  or  overseer.  The  real  fact  was,  that 
snch  a  proposition  had  been  made  in  the 
island  of  Antigua,  but  in  no  other  colony. 
The  right  lion.  Gentleman  had  next  stated, 
that  if  a  slave  even  innocently  looked  his 
master  in  the  face  he  might  be  exposed  to 
receive  thirty-iiinc  lashes  without  any  rea- 
son being  assigned  for  the  severity.  All 
those  who  were  connected  or  acquainted 
with  the  West- India  C'olonies  had  declared 
that  such  w^as  not  the  fact,  and  there  had 
been  evidence  delivered  upon  the  subject 
before  the  House  of  Lords,  and  upon  oath, 
which  fully  proved  that  this  was  not  the 
fjict.  The  assertion  hnd  been  made  by  Mr. 
Wildman,  but  it  had  been  contradicted  by 
four  reputable  witnesses.  He  was  willing 
to  believe  that  Mr.  Wildman  must  have 
been  misinformed,  because  no  Gentleman 
of  his  character  and  respectability  would 
have  knowingly  and  will'iilly  made  such  a 
misstatement.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said,  that  by  the  slave  law,  when  pun- 
ishment was  unjustly  inflicted  on  a  negro, 
and  he  was  ordered  to  be  sold,  the 
nmoimt  of  the  purchase-mcmcy  was  paid 
over  r^  the  tyrannical  master.  The  right 
him.  Gentlem.in's  account  was,  that  n  a 
slave  looked  at  his  master  in  the  face  and 


was  [to  be  flogged  for  it,  or  if  for  doing 
what  in  this  country  would  not  b^  oonsU 
dered  any  oHence,  he  was  ordered  to  receive 
thirty-nine  stripes,  and  upon  an  interference 
the  slave  was  to  be  sold,  that  then  the 
money  would  go  to  the  master,  and  act  as 
a  reward  for  his  cruelty.  This  was  the 
case  that  had  been  put  to  the  country.  Biit 
what  were  the  real  facts?  If  the  slave 
were  to  be  sold,  the  master,  instead  of  te. 
ceiving  the  purchase-money,  would  be  fined 
in  the  sum  of  100/.  by  way  of  punishment 
for  his  conduct.  By  such  erroneous  state- 
ments had  the  right  hon*  Gentleman  pre- 
judiced the  country  against  the  West^India 
interests.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
stated  that  not  a  step  had  been  taken  by 
the  colonies  towards  the  extinction  of  colo-i 
nial  slavery ;  that,  in  1 828  Mr.  Canning 
had  suggested  certain  Resolutions;  in  1824 
an  Order  in  Council  was  forwarded  to  the 
C'rown  Colonies  containing  certain  regu- 
lations as  to  Sunday  labour,  and  they  wen 
also  forwarded  to  the  Colonial  Li^ilaturet, 
with  a  recommendation  that  they  should 
be  adopted,  and  they  were  all  rejected ;  that 
in  1826  Mr.  Canning's  Eight  Bills  were 
sent  out,  and  they  were  rejected  by  all  the 
islands  except  that  of  St.  Nevis,  whidi 
contained  a  population  of  less  than  1,000 
persons;  that  in  the  year  1828,  when  Sir 
George  Murray  was  Colonial  Secretary^ 
two  Orders  in  Council  were  sent  out,  and 
they  were  disregarded  ;  that  in  1 8S0,  fur- 
ther Orders  in  Council  were  sent  out  which 
related  to  a  variety  of  subjects,  all  of  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  had  heen 
either  rejected  or  disregarded.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  his  sweeping  charge 
s^inst  the  West- India  proprietors,  had 
further  said,  that  they  had  steadily  avoided 
the  appointment  of  a  protector  of  slaves^ 
who  should  have  no  interests  opposeJ  to 
their  moral  improvement  The  whole  tUng 
he  said,  was  upon/the  face  of  it  a  mockerjr 
of  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  the  mother 
country.  This  was  a  specific  chaige  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  against 
a  numerous  body  of  individuals  at  the  mo-t 
ment  he  was  bringing  forward  a  measure 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  destroying 
their  whole  property.  First,  the  Resolil* 
tions  of  Mr.  Canning  were  based  in  setetf 
distinct  provisions,  which  applied  to  Sunda/ 
markets,  slave  evidence,  manumissions,  i^ 
gulation  of  punishments,  rights  of  pro- 
perty, religious  instruction,  and  the  sepa* 
ration  of  daves.  First,  with  respect  ta 
Sunday  markets,  he  would  ask  were  thef 
not  almost  all  abolished?    ^gain, 
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fuded  ilaTe  tvidence,  had  nothing  been 
done  in  this  question  by  the  Le^uieitures 
of  our  West-India  isLindsin  the  year  ISi^l? 
Had  they  not  allowed  the  slave  to  appear 
n  evidence  against  his  master^  a  power 
which  Lonl  Bathurst  even,  who  was  then 
Colonial  Secretary,  did  not  expect  would 
have  been  granted  ?  Was  it  not  a  great 
step  in  advance  on  the  part  of  the  Colonial 
Leptiature  to  allow  a  slave  who  might 
have  grievances  to  urge  against  his  master, 
which  he  had  long  treasured  up,  to  come 
forward  and  depose  against  his  master? 
But^  notwithstanding  this,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  nothing  had  been  done 
upon  the  question  of  slave  evidence, 
whereas  the  greatest  Legislature  in  the 
West  Indies  had  allowed  the  admission  of 
skve  evidence  against  the  master  and  over- 
leen  of  an  estate.  Again,  would  the  right 
boo.  Gentleman  attempt  to  deny  that  efibrts 
had  been  made  by  the  white  population  to 
aid  religious  individuals  in  the  instruction 
cf  the  daves  ?  Did  he  mean  to  adhere  to 
that  all^ation  which  had  been  made  from 
year  to  year  ?  Then,  as  to  the  separation 
of  slave  families^  how  many  instanoesy  he 
would  aak,  bad  they  of  any  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  West- India  planters  to  separate 
individualf  from  their  families  ?  Had  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  sufficient  evidence 
to  prove*  that  slaves  were  generally  sepa- 
rated, for  it  was  not  upon  isolated  but 
general  cases  they  were  bound  to  le- 
gislate? He  would  suppose  a  case  of 
the  necessity  of  selling  slaves  who 
might  not  be  attached  to  that  part  of  a 
small  property,  perhaps,  which  was  to  be 
divided.  Would  it  not  be  hard  upon 
the  individual  proprietor  if  he  were  not 
allowed  to  translate  or  separate  his  slaves 
from  one  property  to  another  ?  Again,  if 
a  debt  were  due  by  a  person,  and  the  sale 
of  one  slave  would  bring  sufficient  funds  to 
Hqmdate  that  claim,  would  it  not  be  hard 
to  oumpel  a  party  to  dispose  of  a  whole 
fianily  to  meet  the  claim  ?  Would  it  not 
he  reasonable  to  suppose  that,  as  lung  as 
ilavexy  continued  in  existence,  you  should 
not  compel  a  man  to  part  with  the  whole 
of  hta  slave  property,  because  he  might  not 
be  able  to  keep  it  entire  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  misstated  the  real  state  of 
the  law  with  respect  to  slaves.  He  had 
ind,  that  the  Magistrates  were  interested 
ia  the  support  of  the  slave  system.  Look 
to  what  was  the  fact  in  this  country.  In 
ill  cases  of  dispute  between  masters  and 
iorvauts,  the  Legislature  were  the  arbitra- 
tm  between  them.     But  why  should  the 


right  hon.  G^tleman  seek  to  spread  the 
impression  in  the  West  Indies,  that  the 
Magistrates  there  had  no  feeling  for  the 
welfare  of  the  slaves  ?  He  believed,  that 
the  resident  gentry  in  the  West  Indies 
were  as  likely  to  do  justice  to  all  parties  as 
any  Magistrates  in  this  country  would  be. 
They  required  many  proofs  to  the  con- 
trary, before  the  House  should  be  induced 
to  censure  the  conduct  of  the  West-India 
planters.  They  wanted  general  allegations 
to  be  proved  by  general  facts ;  that  was 
the  only  way  to  substantiate  such  facts  as 
those  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  adverted.  With  regard  to  the  decrease 
of  population,  as  applied  to  the  slaves^  that 
was  a  subject  upon  which  a  strong  feeling 
existed.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said,  that  the  increase  of  the  production  of 
sugar  had  kept  pace  with  the  decrease  of 
the  population  of  slaves.  He  knew  that 
the  h(m.  member  for  Weymouth  argued, 
that  the  decrease  of  the  population  was  in 
favour  of  his  views ;  but  did  he  not  see 
that  slaves  were  imported  originally  in  the 
prime  of  life  ?  And  again,  that  the  quea* 
tion  of  population,  in  reference  to  an  in. 
crease  or  decrease,  must  depend  upon  the 
number  of  females.  Now,  the  proportion 
of  males  to  the  females  generally  imported, 
was  as  sixty-tive  to  one  hundred.  That 
was  the  average  through  the  whole  period 
of  importation  ;  and  could  it  be  expected, 
that  a  society  should  increase  in  number 
while  that  disproportion  existed.  Had  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  taken  into  his  con.* 
sidcration  the  question  of  manumissions? 
The  hon.  Baronet  pnx?eeded  to  read  an 
extract  of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Burge  before 
the  Committee  of  the  I^ords,  which  went 
to  show,  that  the  number  of  manumissiona 
which  had    occurred   between   the   years 

1817  and  1830,  were  no  fewer  than  8,44fi. 
This  was  the  number  actuallv  recorded  in 
the  Secretary's  Office  ;  but  it  ought  to  be 
borne  in  the  recollection  of  the  House,  that 
this  number  did  not  comprise  the  whole 
number  of  manumissions,  because  many 
occurred  which  were  never  put  upon  re- 
cord. But  it  appeared,  that,  of  4,47^ 
manumissions,  which  had  occurred  between 

1818  and  1826,  '2,131  were  gratuitously 
mode.  Now,  while  the  number  of  men  in 
many  cases  greatly  exceeded  those  of  the 
women,  it  was  quite  clear  that  there  could 
not  be  a  gradual  increase  of  the  population^ 
Had  the  hon.  member  for  Weymouth  taken 
into  his  consideration  this  immense  number 
of  manumissions?  [Mr.  Buxion  said,  he 
had.]     Had  the  hon.  Member  taken  into 
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interest  to  be  endangered.  He  had  confi- 
dence in  the  educated  part  of  the  British 
Empire ;  they  could  think  for  themselves ; 
and  when  the  delusioti  was  removed, — 
when  the  monstrous  exaggerations  were 
exposed — when  those  weeds  of  zealot  lux- 
uriance which  had  grown  up  and  smothered 
prudence  and  judgment  were  mown  down, 
nnd  the  educated  people  saw  that  they  had 
heen  wickedly  and  grossly  deceived — that 
in  many  instances  designing  men  had 
worked  upon  their  feelings  and  used  their 
noble  philanthropy,  in  order  to  render  them 
the  instruments  of  tyranny  in  the  colonies, 
and  of  injury  at  home ; — then  they  would 
do  justice  to  the  planters,  and  proceed  to 
emancipate,  without  injury  to  j^rsons 
whose  title  to  justice  was  as  good  as  that 
of  the  greatest  landed  nobleman  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  He  was  aware  that  he 
was  addressing  an  assembly,  many  Mem- 
bers of  which  had  deeply  pledged  them- 
selves, though  the  system  of  pledges  was 
ruinous  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
Was  not  a  pledge  a  bribe,  far  more  inju- 
rious to  the  Empire  at  large,  than  bribery 
by  money  ?  What  could  be  a  more  solemn 
mockery  of  justice,  than  the  presence  of  a 
Judge  upon  the  judgment  seat,  willing  to 
jironounce  a  poor  elector  guilty  of  corrup- 
tion for  having  accepted  of  a  cup  of  beer, 
while  he,  himself,  had  been  culpable  of  the 
great  state  crime  of  selling  his  right  to  vote 
according  to  his  conscience — of  consenting 
to  sacrifice  his  fellow-subjects  in  the  colo- 
nics, of  being  a  party  to  trampling  upon 
their  acknowledged  privileges,  for  the 
honour  of  sitting  in  that  House.  He  could 
conceive  no  position  more  degrading.  The 
oath  taken  at  the  Table  had  been  cavilled 
at ;  and  was  casuistry  to  be  all-powerful  in 
the  instance  of  a  solemn  affirmation  before 
God,  while  judgment,  and  reason,  and 
iustice,  were  to  bend  before  the  half-mut- 
tered pledge  at  the  hustings  ?  What  was 
the  h(mourablc  value  of  a  seat  in  Parlia- 
ment—  where  was  its  transcendant  dis- 
tinction, and  suj)eriority — that  they  should 
wilfully  and  servilely  render  themselves  the 
instruments  of  ruin,  knowing,  perhaps,  that 
they  did  so — at  all  events,  suspecting  that 
they  might  ?  He  would  not  move  any  re- 
solution on  that  occasion,  nor  oppose  the 
Motion  for  the  Speaker  leaving  the  Chair, 
because  he  neither  wished  to  embarrass 
Ministers,  nor  check  a  fair  investigation  of 
the  subJL'ct,  but  he  could  not  resist  the  op- 
poi*! unity  of  expressing  his  sentiments,  re- 
prt  sentiiig,  as  he  did,  a  place  deeply  inter- 
ested in   this  subject,    and  perhaps,  only 


second  in  importance   to  the   metropolis 
itself. 

Mr.  Stanley  felt  called  upon  to  affer 
some  observations  to  the  House  in  reply  to 
the  observations  of  the  bon.  Baronet,  but 
he  submitted  to  the  House  whether  it 
would  not  be  more  convenient  to  do  so  in 
Conimittee ;  and  with  that  view  he  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  entering  at  once 
upon  the  Committee,  and  then  coQtiiiuing 
the  discussion. 

ITie  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Bernal  read  the  first  Rcsolutign — 
"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee 
that  immediate  and  effectual  measurett  be 
taken  for  the  entire  abolition  of  slavenr 
throughout  the  colonies,  under  such  prov; 
sions  tor  regiilating  the  condition  of  the 
negroes  as  may  combine  their  wel&re 
with  the  interests  of  the  proprietors.** 

Mr.  Stanley  said^  that  although  he  ]iad 
the  honour  of  addressing  the  Hou«e  on  a 
recent  occasion  at  ccmsiderable  length  in 
relation  to  this  subject,  and  although  he 
could  very  sincerely  promise  t^e  Com- 
mittee^ that  it  was  not  his  in  tendon  aoalii 
to  trespass  on  its  patience  to  siich  an  ekvei^t 
as  W(i8  then  necessary;  still,  aAer  t|ie 
speech  just  delivered  by  the  hon.  Baronet, 
he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  offering  s^n  immediate  ex- 
planation of  his  sentiments  and  a  reply 
to  the  charges  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  in  doing 
which  he  should  endeavour  to  preserve  that 
course  of  observation  by  means  of  which 
he  had  flattered  himself,  up  to  the  delivery 
of  the  hon.  Baronet's  speech,  not  only  that 
he  had  avoided  but  that  it  was  generally 
admitted  he  had  refrained  from  all  topics 
calculated  to  produce  feelings  of  acrimony 
and  irritation.  He  assured  the  Committee 
that  he  should,  as  far  as  possible,  studiously 
abstain  from  dropping  a  single  word  likdy 
to  give  offence  to  any  individual  or  body  of 
men.  He  had  hoped,  that  he  had  been  able 
to  follow  up  that  inoffensive  line  of  conduct 
on  a  former  occasion,  and  it  was  a  subject 
of  regret  to  him  if  he  should  be  thous^t  to 
have  deviated  from  it  in  the  manner  alleged 
by  the  hon.  Baronet.  Never  had  any 
charge  come  with  so  bad  a  grace  from  an 
individual,  followed  up  as  it  was  by  the 
extraordinary  speech  of  the  hon.  Barqne^, 
who  prefaced  his  address  by  a  declaration 
that  ne  should  avoid  those  topics  of  irri- 
tation which  the  hon.  Baronet  accused 
him  of  resorting  to,  and  then  introduced 
every  available  subject  and  topic  calcu- 
lated to  rouse  anj^ry  feelings.  The  ques- 
tion of  Reform —tne  address  of  the  Legis- 
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lative  Affeipblj  of  Jamaica  to  lx)rd  Mul* 
grave— Lord  Mulgrave's  answer^  and 
varioiu  other  matters^  were  referred  to 
\xj  the  bon.  Baronet  in  a  way  the  most 
likdy  to  produce  irritation.  The  threat 
which  the  hon.  Baronet  lield  out  as  to 
our  heing  ppmpelled  to  recall  our  Reso- 
lutioiu  hy  foreign  interference — the 
charge  which  he  threw  out  against  ihose 
hon.  Memhers  whom  he  was  pleased  to 
connder  a  pledged  majority^  hecause  they 
declared  upon  the  hu^ings,  as  they  had 
done  within  those  walls,  their  fixed  de- 
termination to  lahour  to  the  utmost  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  (his  conviction  of 
the  neeeisity  of  which ,  abolition  the  hon. 
Baronet  now,  for  the  first  time,  avowed) 
— theae  ta]^ci,  treated  as  they  had  been 
by  the  hon.  Baronet,  were  not  calculated 
to  produce  a  cool,  dispassionate,  and 
cautious  co|is{deration  of  the  question. 
The  boo*  Baronet  now  declared,  that  he 
had  no  pljectipn  to  an  abolition  of 
ilavery,  but  it  was  an  abolition  of 
flaTerji  *.'  in  the  abstrapt^**  and  if  they  were 
to  |$«v«  the  question  of  slaves  tP  the  hon. 
Baronet  and  his  friends,  long  indeed 
would  it  remain  a  question  ''in  the 
abstract^"  without  being  carried  to  any 
practical  conclusion.  If  he  had  commented 
on  the  conduct  of  any  individuals^  or  any 
body  of  men,  he  did  so  to  make  out  a 
case  of  necessity  for  the  interference  of 
Parliament,  arising  from  non-performance 
and  n^lect  on  the  part  of  the  colonists 
with  respect  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  mother  country — a  non-performance 
which,  as  he  maiutaincd,  constituted  the 
eround  for  that  House  interfering  in 
the  internal  and  local  regulations  of  the 
colonies.  He  still  adhered  to  the  prin. 
ciple  which  he  before  laid  down,  and 
wnich  had  not  been  controverted  by  the 
r^bt  hon.  Baronet ;  and  he  again  asserted 
that  he  knew  of  no  limitation  to  the  right 
of  Parliament  to  interfere,  save  that 
which  it  might  impose  upon  itself,  unless  it 
had  voluntarily  abdicated  the  privilege, 
which  could  not  be  asserted,  nor  even  pre- 
tended in  the  present  case.  He  admitted 
that  the  expediency  of  exercising  that  right 
was  a  different  question,  and  he  had  bc&re 
staled  what  he  was  now  ready  to  repeat — 
namely,  that  except  in  a  case  of  absolute 
aeceasnty^  the  House  was  not  justilled  in 
interfering  with  the  Legislatures  of  the 
Chartered  Colonies,  but  that  necessity  he 
had,  as  he  hoped,  successfully  demonstrated 
OQ  a  former  occasion.  He  was  astonished 
at  the   boldness  ^nd  inconsistency  of  the 


hon.  Baronet's  assertion,  when  he  declared 
that  although  slavery  afforded  no  grounds 
for  interference,  the  slave  trade  was  a  case 
for  Parliament  to  interfere  in.  According 
to  the  hun.  Baronet,  neither  chartered  co- 
lonies nor  Legislative  assemblies  could  justly 
object  to  this  latter  interference  (but  he 
begged  to  inform  the  hon.  Baronet  that  they 
did  object  to  it),  because,  said  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, the  slave  trade  was  a  national  ques. 
tion,  in  which  your  bankers  and  monied 
men,  your  na\igation,  trade,  and  commerce 
were  involved ;  but  as  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  that  was  a  merely  local  question, 
bounded  by  the  limits  of  each  island  in 
which  the  system  prevailed,  and  therefore 
the  empire  at  large  had  no  right  to  meddle 
in  it.  Why,  then,  if  this  were  a  strictly 
local  question,  what  was  the  meaning  of 
all  those  petitions  that  had  been  presented 
to  Parliament?  He  spoke  not  now  of 
the  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
but  asked  whether  those  on  the  part  of  the 
West  India  body  itself  did  not  prove,  that 
this  also  was  a  national  question,  other- 
wise why  petition  the  Legislature  ?  No 
Parliament,  no  Government,  ought  to  resist, 
or  could  resist,  the  weight  of  public  opinion 
on  this  subject.  The  hon.  Baronet  com- 
plained of  what  the  hon.  Baronet  termed  his 
(Mr.  Stanley's)  unfounded  charges  against 
the  colonies.  He  had,  undoubtedly,  ad- 
duced certain  charges  for  the  purpose  of 
showing,  that  there  had  l>een  in  the  colonies 
a  general,  he  might  say  an  universal, 
neglect  of  the  wishes  of  the  national  Lc<jis- 
laturc;  but  he  thought  that  in  bringing 
forward  his  charges  he  had  carefully 
guarded  himself  against  any  general  or 
sweeping  assertion  which  might  involve 
every  colony  in  the  burthen  of  each  sepa- 
rate accusation.  The  hon.  Baronet  spoke 
of  Sunday  markets:  on  that  point  he  (Mr. 
Stanley)  stated  that  there  had  been  a 
pretty  general  wish  displayed  by  the  colo- 
nial Legislatures  to  meet  the  views  of  the 
Parliament  at  home.  He  had  further 
admitted,  on  a  former  evening,  that  the 
colonists  had  removed  many  impediments 
which  formerly  existed  in  the  way  of  slave 
marriages ;  but,  at  the  siime  time,  he  said^ 
that  there  was  not  in  the  colonies  a  projxjr 
dispasition  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the 
slaves  a  feeling  of  the  sanctity  of  the  mar- 
riage vow,  or  to  discourage  that  promiscuous 
and  licentious  intercourse  which,  while  it 
struck  at  the  root  of  morality,  tended  to 
check  population.  The  separation  of  fami- 
lies, :uid  total  disregard  of  family  and  so- 
cial tics,  were  such  as  to  amvey  no  proper 
F2 
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of  Mr.  Otis  before  the  great  struggle  com- 
menced, before  swords  had  been  drawn  or 
a  shot  had  lieen  fired.  Notwithstanding 
this  the  Government  pressed  on  their  mea- 
sure ;  they  would  persevere  in  their  designs ; 
and  Mr.  Otis  and  the  other  men  met  at 
Boston^  Resolutions  were  passed,  affairs 
proceeded,  till  war  was  produced,  and  the 
separation  of  the  colonies  followed.  But 
Mr.  Otis  had  acknowledged  that  there  were 
great  questions  in  which  the  mother  coun- 
try had  a  right  of  interference,  and  the 
only  point  to  settle  was,  what  those  ques- 
tions were.  He  would  take  the  famous 
Navigation  Act  as  an  example.  The  Na- 
vigation Act  was  a  severe  tax  and  infliction 
on  the  colonies.  It  hindered  the  colonists 
from  taking  advantage  of  the  cheapest 
vessels  in  transporting  their  goods,  and 
obliged  them  to  abstain  from  employing 
foreign  vessels,  which  would  have  benefitted 
their  interests;  and  yet  no  instance  was 
found  of  the  colonists  protesting  against  the 
Navigation  Act  or  declaring,  that  the 
Mother  country  had  no  right  to  enforce  it. 
He  would  take  another  question  which  had 
been  stated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself.  The  question  of  the  slave  trade 
was  completely  an  imperial  question.  It 
was  a  trade  on  the  high  seas ;  the  greater 
number  of  ships  employed  in  it  sailed  from 
ports  in  Great  Britain.  The  question  was 
therefore  of  importance.  The  honour  of 
the  country  was  involved  in  it,  and  it  ap- 
plied to  the  harbours  of  England.  It  was 
therefore  an  English  question,  and  the 
Legislature  of  England  had  a  right  to  in- 
terfere in  it.  Bat  this  was  a  case  totally 
distinct  from  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the 
Colonies.  The  one  was  an  external  ques- 
tion, connected  with  the  Navigation  Act ; 
but  the  question  of  slavery  was  internal, 
and  confined  to  the  colonies  themselves. 
The  right  hon.  Grentleman  had  made  al- 
lusions to  the  Acts  of  1778 — ^those  Acts,  as 
they  were  termed,  of  cDnciHation  and  paci- 
fication so  disgraceful  to  the  country,  as 
they  came  too  late  for  its  humanity  and 
honour,  and  not  early  enough  to  prevent 
the  war.  As  Parliament  was  resolved  at 
the  present  moment  to  carry  into  effect  all 
its  pleasures,  was  it  not  possible  that  a  time 
night  arrive  when  it  might  have  reason  to 
entertain  the  strongest  wish  to  abandon  the 
Resolntions — as  strong  a  wish  as  that  felt 
in  1778,  when  Lord  North  came  down  to 
the  House  amidst  a  gloom,  a  discontent, 
and  silence,  whidi  were  remarked  by  those 
who  took  part  in  the  paiiiamentary  pro- 
(Cedbgs  of  that  day  to  be  so  severe  that 


for  a  long  time  no  Gentleman  roeie  t- 
answer  him  ?  Astonishment  and  dcjectisi 
were  painted  on  the  oountenanoe  of  al 
present.  Was  it  not  possibly  notwitL 
standing  the  solemn  and  bold  manner  of  ih 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  a  time  mi^- 
Gome  when,  in  consequence  of  forei^  inter 
ference,  some  other  Minister  mi|^t  beooic- 
pelled  to  come  down  to  the  nouse,  asc 
make  a  proposition  not  unlike  that  whkt 
had  been  made  by  Lord  North  ?  '  One  af 
the  Bills,'  said  that  Minister,  '  I  proprH- 
to  move  for  is,  to  quiet  America  upon  t^- 
subject  of  taxation,  and  to  remove  il 
fears,  real  or  pretended,  of  Parliament  e^ 
attempting  to  tax  them  again,  and  tr 
take  away  all  exercise  of  the  rigbt  itadL 
in  future,  so  far  as  regards  revenue.  A^ 
to  the  other  particulars  in  oontiovem. 
the  Americans  have  desiied  a  repeal  of  i. 
the  Acts  passed  since  1763 ;  this  era- 
not  however,  be  supposed  to  mean  sdt 
more  than  those  Acts  which  have,  in  somt 
way  or  other,  pressed  on  them  ;  for  9mr 
which  passed  in  1769  were  beneficbl 
and  such  as  they  themselves  must  consider 
in  that,  light,  being  the  granting  d 
bounties  and  premiums,  or  the  relaxatke 
of  former  Statutes  that  had  been  grievoe 
to  them.  As  to  the  late  Acts  isuch  » 
the  Massachusetts  charter,^  the  Fisherr. 
and  the  Prohibitory  Bills— as  they  wm 
the  effect  of  the  quarrel,  they  diouM 
cease ;  and  as  to  the  complaints  of  mat- 
ters of  a  various  nature,  authority  shall 
be  given  to  settle  them  to  the  satisfactm 
of  America  ?' 
Such  was  the  important  part  of  Lad 
North's  speech ;  but  it  was  then  too  late  to 
recede,  and  England  lost  those  ooloniesw 
which,  in  the  first  instance,  -she  had  defin- 
ed too  feeble  to  offer  resistance.  He  know 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  argued 
that  if  men  would  resist  the  measure  be 
had  brought  forward,  they  must  take  tb: 
consequence.  The  hon*  member  for  Wet- 
mouth  (Mr.  Powell  Buxton)  had  likewise 
subscribed  to  this  doctrine,  that  if  the 
white  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  opposed 
the  measures  of  Government,  and  wouU 
not  emancipate  their  slaves,  they  must  ci* 
pect  to  meet  with  no  assistance  from  the 
mother  country,  but  to  experience  Qothing 
but  coercion. '  He  (Sir  Richard  Vyvyan) 
did  not  like  to  contemplate  or  suppose  the 
possibility  of  an  attempt  on  the  part  o( 
Ministers  to  tyrannize  over  the  colonies  to 
the  extent  that  violence  must  be  the 
inevitable  consequence.  He  trusted  that 
Miiusteri  never  would  induce  the  eokmb 
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to  look  for  foreign  aanstano^  or  to  keep  up 
any  foreign  ooirespondence.  It  was  still 
in  the  power  of  the  House  to  act  upon  the 
principles  of  conciliation,  and  to  meet  the 
colonists  half  way.  Time  and  circum- 
stances,  notwithstanding  what  the  hon. 
member  .for  Weymouth  might  think,  might 
offer  to  the  colonists  the  temptation  of  re- 
ceiving foreign  assistance.  Time  and  cir . 
cumstances  had  formerly  offered  to  France, 
and  afterwards  to  Spain,  such  an  oppor. 
tunity  of  afibrding  assistance  to  the  colo- 
nies ;  and  he  would  most  earnestly  press 
this  part  of  the  question  upon  the  attention 
of  Parliament.  The  question  was  one 
which  involved  the  riffhts  and  liberties  of 
their  fellow-subjects.  He  was  anxious  to 
press  this  pert  of  the  question  upon  the 
House,  in  consequence  of  a  paper  he  had 
received  that  day,  and  which  he  was  au- 
thorised  to  lay  before  the  House.  It  was 
a  copy  of  the  instructions  which  had  been 
received  by  the  Deputies  from  the  island 
of  Jamaica,  upon  their  quitting  the  island 
to  proceed  to  this  country.  After  this 
paper  should  have  been  read,  let  it  not  be 
said,  that  he  had  been  doing  anything  to 
instigate  the  colonists.  The  hon.  Baronet 
read  the  following  paper:— 

The  object  of  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica  in 
seoding  a  Committee  of  their  memben  to 
England  was,  to  olfer  such  iofonnation  to  Go* 
vernment  and  to  Parliament  as  might  correct 
their  opinion  of  the  condition  of  the  slave 
population. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Committee,  if  they 
shall  find  emancipation  to  be  the  general  de- 
sire of  their  fellow-subjects,  not  to  oppose  a 
resistance  which  is  sure  to  be  unavailing,  and 
may  be  misunderstood. 

They  are  expected  to  make  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  the  ultimate  views  of  the  eman- 
cipationists ;  and  if  those  views  contemplate 
the  dissolution  of  colonial  society,  and  the  de- 
molition of  property,  which  must  be  the  con- 
sequence of  unconditional  freedom,  they  are 
instructed  to  demand  a  full  compensation  ac- 
cording to  the  value  of  property,  before  it  was 
unsettled  by  the  agitation  of  the  question. 

If  by  emancipation  is  meant  the  substitu- 
tion of  a  system  of  free  labour,  in  the  room  of 
slavery,  which  shall  secure  to  the  planters  the 
cultivation  of  their  lands,  the  Committee  are 
to  require  compensation  equivalent  to  the 
portion  of  labour,  of  which  they  may  be 
deprived,  and  to  the  risk  of  loss  and  suffering 
which  so  complete  a  change  may  bring 
with  it. 

The  Committee  are  bound  to  insist,  that  the 
expense  of  an  adequate  police,  and  all  other 
costs  of  the  arrangement,  shall  be  defrayed  by 
Govemmeat. 

They  are  also  to  protest,  in  the  most  de- 


cided manner,  against  any  interposition  .  or 
Parliament  in  their  internal  affairs.  The  As- 
sembly of  Jamaica  are  always  ready,  on  the 
invitation  of  the  Crown,  to  discuss  the  mea- 
sure of  emancipation,  compensation  being 
first  provided  by  Parliament,  but  they  will  not 
yield  their  legislative  rights,  except  to  violence, 
which  their  confidence  in  the  justice  of  their 
felloW'Subjects  will  not  permit  them  to  ap- 
prehend. 

This  document  was  officially  signed  by 
Richard  Barrett,  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  of  Jamaica.  After  having 
read  the  paper  to  the  House,  he  hoped  that 
no  man  would  say,  that  he  had  laid  too 
much  stress  upon  the  case.  A  ffreat  public 
principle  was  involved  in  this  question. 
Independent  of  the  West  Indians  them- 
selves, there  were  many  great  interests  in^ 
volved  in  the  question,  and  some  of  which 
had  been  adverted  to  at  public  meetings. 
The  great  meeting  that  had  been  held  at 
the  City  of  London  Tavern  ought  alone  to 
be  sufficient  to  convince  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters that  there  was  a  strong  and  deep 
conviction  in  the  minds  of  those  who  were 
not  connected  with  the  West  Indies,  that 
if  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Gentteman 
were  to  be  carried  into  ^ect,  inevitable 
ruin  would  ensue.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  said,  that  he  intended  to  di- 
minish the  quantity  of  sugar,  for,  in  his 
opinion,  the  increase  of  the  cultivation  of 
sugar  had  much  to  do  with  the  decrease  of 
population.  But  did  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman look  to  the  immediate  reduction 
of  the  revenue,  and  how  that  reduction 
would  bear  on  the  interests  of  all  classes  in 
the  country  ?  But  what  need  was  there  to 
enter  upon  the  subject,  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  must  know,  and  every  indivi- 
dual must  know,  that  the  interests  connect- 
ed with  the  West-India  islands  were 
numerous  and  important.  Vast  numbers 
of  manufacturers  were  kept  in  employment 
throughout  all  the  manufacturing  districts, 
by  the  demands  of  the  West*India  mar- 
kets. £normous  sums  of  money  were 
spent  by  West-India  proprietors  in  Eng- 
land. The  shipping  interest  was  greatly 
involved  in  the  question,  for  immense  eau 
ports,  as  well  as  imports,  depended  upon 
the  issue.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
were  really  serious  in  his  intention  to  di- 
minish the  quantity  of  sugar  grown  in  the 
English  colonies,  did  he  mean  to  drive  the 
British  purchaser  to  the  foreign  colonies, 
in  which  the  produce  of  sugar  would  not 
be  decreased,  and  in  which  it  was  all  the 
result  of  slave  labour?     If,  in  consequence 
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df  any  alteration  in  the  colonial  system^  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  diminish  the 
quantity  of  sugar  supplied  hy  our  colonies 
to  the  consumer  in  England,  the  conse- 
quence would  be  a  bounty  upon  the  slave 
labour  of  foreign  colonies,  such  as  the 
Bratils  and  the  Spanish  islands.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  guilty  of 
making  attacks  upon  the  West- India 
interest  with  a  view  of  showing  that  it 
was  necessaty  for  him  to  bring  forward  a 
pkn  which  might  at  last  satisfy  the  violent 
party  at  the  other  side  of  the  House.  It 
was  now  known,  by  a  paper  which  had 
been  circulated  that  morning,  that  the 
other  patty  was  at  length  satisned,  and  that 
it  meant  to  support  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's schemes ;  but  why,  he  would  ask, 
had  not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  con. 
ceded  something  to  the  other  ade? 
It  would  have  been  much  better  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  the 
trouble  to  Inform  himself  correctly  of  the 
grounds  of  the  accusations  which  he  had 
brought  forward  against  the  West-Indian 
interest,  particularfy  to  they  Involved  mat- 
ters of  fact  befbre  brltiging  them  fbfWatd. 
The  right  hoti.  Gentleman  had  said,  that 
in  the  uave  laws,  evidence  was  rot  nUowrf 
to  be  given  by  the  slave  without  producing 
the  recommendation  or  permission  of  the 
master  or  overseer.  The  real  fact  was,  that 
snch  a  proposition  had  been  made  in  the 
island  m  Antigua-,  but  iti  no  other  colony. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  nekt  stated, 
that  if  a  slave  even  innocently  looked  his 
master  in  the  fkce  he  might  be  exposed  to 
receive  tliirty-nine  lashes  without  any  rea- 
son bein^  assigned  for  the  severity.  All 
those  who  were  connected  or  acquainted 
with  the  West-India  Colonies  had  declared 
that  such  was  tiot  the  fact,  and  there  had 
been  evidence  delivered  upon  the  subject 
before  the  Hcmse  of  Lords,  and  upon  oath, 
which  fully  proved  that  this  \^as  not  the 
fact.  The  assertion  had  been  made  by  Mr. 
Wildman,  but  it  had  been  contradicted  by 
four  reputable  witnesses.  He  was  willing 
to  believe  that  Mr.  Wildman  must  have 
been  misinformed,  becau<fe  no  Gentleman 
of  his  charttctcr  and  re<tpectability  would 
have  knowingly  and  wilfully  made  such  a 
misstatement.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said,  that  by  the  slave  law,  when  pun- 
ishment was  unjustly  inflicted  on  a  negro, 
and  he  was  ordered  to  be  Sold,  the 
amotmt  of  the  purchase.mnncy  was  paid 
ovet  to  the  tyrannical  master.  The  right 
hfiti.  Gentleman's  account  tras,  that  if  a 
slave  l4X>ked  at  his  roaster  in  the  face  and 


wastto  be  flogged  Ar  iu  or  if  for  doe^ 
what  in  this  country  would  not  be  oosa- 
dered  any  offence,  he  was  en^Aered  to  reeeift 
thirty.nine  stripes,  and  upon  an  interferenee 
the  slave  was  to  be  sold«  chat  then  ike 
money  would  go  to  the  ma^er«  and  act  as 
a  reward  for  his  cruelty.  Tkk  waa  tiv 
case  that  had  been  put  to  the  dountry«  Bet 
what  were  the  real  facta  .^  If  the  skrr 
were  to  be  sold,  the  master,  instead  of  le. 
ceiving  the  purchase-money,  m^Nild  be  fiaeJ 
in  the  sum  of  100^  by  way  oi  {mxiislimeBt 
for  his  conduct  By  sUoh  erroneoiu  state- 
ments had  the  right  hont  Geiltleiiian  pt^ 
judiced  the  country  against  the  Weat->Indk  ! 
interests.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  hd  . 
stated  that  not  a  step  had  been  taken  b^  I 
the  colonies  towards  the  eatinctioii  of  cob*  ' 
nial  slavery;  that,  in  18S8  Mr*  Coaniii^  . 
had  suggested  certain  Resolntiona  ;  in  lSf4 
an  Grder  in  Council  was  forwarded  to  ^  < 
Crown  Colonies  containing  certain  rcfs-  ' 
lations  as  to  Sunday  labour,  and  they  wcr 
also  forwarded  to  the  Colonial  LegidatmeSi 
with  a  recommendation  that  thaf  dwoU 
be  adopted,  and  they  were  all  raf  eetcd ;  te 
ih  1826  Mr.  Canning's  Bight  Bllla  wen 
sent  out,  and  they  were  rejected  h^  aU  dv 
islands  except  that  of  St  Nevisy  whid 
oontained  a  population  of  less  thm  \,W 
persons;  that  in  the  year  18128,  when  Sir 
George  Murray  was  Colonial  Seferrtaiy, 
two  Orders  in  Council  were  sent  oul»  an^ 
they  were  disregarded ;  that  in  18M,  fur. 
ther  Orders  in  Council  were  sent  oot  which 
related  to  a  variety  of  subjects,  all  of  whid 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  had  ben 
either  rejected  or  disregarded.  The  ri^ 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  his  sweeping  cfaa^ 
against  the  West-India  proprieton,  lad 
further  saidi  that  they  had  steadily  avoiM 
the  appointment  of  a  protector  of  ilav«^ 
who  should  have  no  interests  ojniuaed  k* 
their  moral  improvement  The  whole  tht&; 
he  said,  was  upon^the  face  of  it  a  mocfcert 
of  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  the  mother 
country.  This  was  a  specific  charge  whk^ 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  agaimt 
a  numerous  body  of  individuals  at  the  n»- 
ment  he  was  bringing  folfward  a  measan 
which  would  have  the  efiK;t  of  deatreymf 
their  whole  property.  First,  the  Resolu* 
tions  of  Mr.  Canning  v^ere  based  in  seten 
distinct  provisions,  which  applied  to  Sundsr 
markets,  slave  evidence,-  manuniissions,  re- 
gulation of  punishments,  ri^ts  of  pnv 
perty,  religious  instruction,  and  the  aeps* 
ration  of  uaves.  Firstt  with  respect  ts 
Sunday  markets,  he  would  ask  were  thry 
not  almost  all  aboHahed  P    Again,  at  tr* 
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inurded  ilave  evidencei  had  nothing  bee» 
aoD0  in  tlii»  question  by  tbe  LagiuEitures 
of  our  WesUlndia  iilandB  in  the  year  18)21? 
Had  they  not  allowed  the  slave  to  appear 
n  evidence  against  his  master,  a  power 
which  Lord  B^hurst  evenj  who  was  then 
Colonial  Seoretary,  did  not  expect  would 
have  been  granted  ?  Was  it  not  a  great 
step  in  advance  on  the  part  of  the  Colonial 
Legislature  to  allow  a  slave  who  might 
have  grievances  to  urge  against  his  master, 
which  he  bad  long  treasiued  up,  to  come 
forward  and  depose  against  his  master? 
But,  notwithstanding  this,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  nouing  had  been  done 
upon  the  question  of  slave  evidence, 
whereas  the  greatest  Legislature  in  the 
West  Indies  had  allowed  the  admission  of 
slave  evidence  against  the  master  and  over- 
seers  of  an  estate*  Again,  would  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  attempt  to  deny  that  efforts 
had  been  made  by  the  white  population  to 
aid  religious  individuals  in  the  instruction 
of  the  slaves  ?  Did  he  mean  to  adhere  to 
that  allegation  which  had  been  made  from 
year  to  year  ?  Then,  as  to  the  separation 
of  slave  families^  how  many  instattoesi  he 
would  ask,  had  they  of  any  desire  on  tbe 
part  of  the  West*India  planters  to  separate 
individuals  from  their  families  ?  Had  tbe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  sufficient  evidence 
to  prove,  that  slaves  were  generally  sepa- 
rated, for  it  was  not  upon  isolated  but 
general  cases  they  were  bound  to  lo« 
gislate?  He  would  suppose  a  case  of 
Uie  necessity  of  selling  slaves  who 
might  not  be  attached  to  that  part  of  a 
amall  property,  perhaps,  which  was  to  be 
divided.  Would  it  not  be  hard  upon 
the  individual  proprietor  if  he  were  not 
allowed  to  translate  or  separate  his  slaves 
from  one  property  to  another?  Again,  if 
a  debt  were  due  by  a  person,  and  the  sale 
cf  one  slave  would  bring  sufficient  funds  to 
liquidate  that  claim,  would  it  not  be  hard 
to  compel  a  party  to  dispose  of  a  whole 
family  to  meet  the  claim  ?  Would  it  not 
be  reasonable  to  suppose  that,  as  long  as 
slavery  continued  in  existence,  you  should 
not  compel  a  man  to  part  with  the  \vhole 
of  his  slave  property,  because  he  might  not 
be  able  to  keep  it  entire?  The  right  hon« 
C  icntleman  had  misstated  the  real  state  of 
the  law  with  respect  to  slaves.  He  had 
said,  that  the  Magistrates  were  interested 
in  the  support  of  the  slave  system.  Look 
to  what  was  tbe  fact  in  this  country.  In 
all  cases  of  dispute  between  masters  and 
aervauts,  the  Legiidature  were  tbe  arbitra- 
tors between  them.    But  why  shoukl  the 


right  hon.  Gentleman  sedc  to  spread  tfaa 
impression  in  the  West  Indies,  that  the 
Magistrates  there  had  no  feeling  for  the 
wel&re  of  the  slaves?  He  believed,  that 
the  resident  gentry  in  the  West  Indies 
were  as  likely  to  do  justice  to  all  parties  as 
any  Magistrates  in  this  country  would  be. 
They  required  many  proofs  to  the  con.* 
trary,  before  tbe  House  should  be  induced 
to  censure  the  conduct  of  the  West«India 
planters.  They  wanted  general  allegations 
to  be  proved  by  general  facts ;  that  was 
the  only  way  to  substantiate  such  ikets  as 
those  to  which  tbe  right  hon.  Oentleraan 
had  adverted.  With  regard  to  the  decrease 
of  population,  as  applied  to  the  slaves^  that 
was  a  subject  upon  which  a  strong  fbeling 
existed.  The  right  hon*  Gehtleman  had 
said,  that  the  increase  of  the  produetioti  of 
sugar  had  kept  pace  with  the  deetease  of 
the  population  of  slaves.  He  knew  that 
the  hont  member  for  Weymouth  aiffued, 
that  the  decrease  of  the  population  was  iti 
favour  of  his  views ;  but  did  he  not  see 
that  slaves  were  imported  originally  in  tbe 
prime  of  life }  And  again,  that  dia  ques* 
tion  of  populatioui  in  rafesenee  to  an  in. 
ereaseor  decrease,  must  depend  upon  the 
number  of  females.  Now,  the  proportion 
of  males  to  the  females  gedcrally  imported^ 
was  as  sixty«£ve  to  one  hundreds  That 
was  the  average  through  the  whole  period 
of  importation ;  and  could  it  be  expected, 
that  a  society  should  increase  in  number 
while  that  disproportim  existed.  Had  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  taken  into  his  oon« 
sideration  the  question  of  manumissiotts? 
The  hon.  Baronet  proceeded  to  read  an 
extract  of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Burge  befora 
the  Committee  of  the  Lords,  which  went 
to  show,  that  the  number  of  matoumissfons 
which  had  occurred  between  the  years 
18]?  and  1830,  were  no  fewer  than  8«44A. 
This  was  the  number  actually  recotded  in 
the  Secretary's  Office ;  but  it  ought  to  be 
borne  in  the  recoUection  of  the  House,  that 
this  number  did  not  comprise  the  whole 
number  of  manumissions,  because  many 
occurred  which  were  never  put  iinon  re« 
cord.  But  it  appeared,  that,  of  4,479 
manumissions,  which  bad  occuned  betweite 
1818  and  1826|  2,181  were  graUiitonaly 
made.  Now,  while  the  number  of  men  in 
many  cases  greatly  exceeded  those  of  the 
women,  it  was  quite  clear  that  there  oould 
not  be  a  gradual  increase  of  the  population^ 
Hsd  tbe  hon.  member  for  Weymouth  takea 
into  his  consideration  this  immense  number 
of  manumissions?  [Mr.  BuskM  said,  he 
bad.]    Had  the  hon.  Member  taken  into 
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his  consideration  all  the  changes  of  abode 
which  had  occurred  in  respect  to  these 
manumissions?  Taking  the  two  periods^ 
from  1823  to  1826,  and  from  1826  to  1829> 
it  appeared  that  the  number  of  the  slave 
population  in  Jamaica,  in  the  former  period, 
amounted  to  354,393 ;  in  the  latter  period 
the  number  of  the  slaves  was  322,431 ;  the 
recorded  manumissions  in  the  interval  were 
1,383.  That  there  had  been  a  decrease 
in  the  population,  he  did  not  deny,  in  the 
case  of  Demerara  and  Jamaica,  nor  that 
there  had  been  a  corresponding  increase  of 
sugar ;  but  would  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man found  his  proposition  upon  the  assump. 
tion,  that,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  quan- 
tity of  sugar  produced  must  be  in  propor. 
tion  to  the  decrease  of  slaves  ?  Then,  as 
to  the  duration  of  the  lives  of  slaves,  it  had 
been  said,  that  they  were  overworked ;  but 
he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  what  existed  in  this  country.  Was 
there  nothing  in  the  factories  of  this  king^ 
dom  which  caused  death  at  an  early  age  ? 
Werenot  children  here  overworked?  But 
this  assertion  of  working  the  slaves  to  ex- 
cess was  only  another  attempt  at  an  argu- 
ment made  use  of  against  the  West-India 
proprietors,  with  a  view  to  add  to  that  load 
of  odium  with  which  it  was  sought  to  over- 
whelm them.  It  appeared  from  the  register 
of  births  and  deaths  in  Demerara  during 
1823  and  1826,  that  the  number  of  deaths 
was  7^634;  while,  between  1826  and  1829, 
the  number  of.  deaths  was  5,834;  and 
notwithstanding  the  whole  number  of  the 
slaves  had  diminished,  the  births  in  the 
same  periods  were  4,634  and  4,659 ;  and 
surely  they  must  take  the  births  and  deaths 
as  the  basis  of  any  reasonable  calculation  as 
to  the  population.  Now,  in  the  island  of 
Barbadoes,  he  begged  to  state,  the  real  in- 
crease of  slaves  mm  1823  to  1826  was 
688  ;  in  the  second  period,  from  1826  to 
1829^  the  increase  was  532.  The  quantity 
of  sugar  in  the  first  period  was  326,000 
cwts. ;  while,  in  the  second  period,  it 
amounted  to  299,000  cwts.  The  hon. 
Baronet  next  proceeded  to  read  a 
letter  which  he  had  received  from  Mr. 
Shand,  in  which  that  Gentleman  entered 
into  an  explanation  respecting  the  expense 
of  each  slave  to  the  planter,  which  had 
been  stated  by  him,  in  his  evidence,  at  45^. 
per  annum ;  but  that  applied  solely  to  the 
expense  for  European  stores,  whereas  the 
expense  was  actually  SL  10^.,  being,  there- 
fore, for  a  family  of  six  persons,  21/.  per 
annum.  Mr.  Shand  msde  the  contrast 
between  this  rate  of  expense,  and  the  case 


of  the  weavers  of  Scotland,  who  were  nmr 
earning  only  Is.  per  day,  the  fhtre  bein^ 
always  provided  for :  while,  in  addition  ts 
the  other  demands  for  every  article  for  ^ 
support  of  life,  the  weaver  had  to  par  s 
least  50s.  a-year  from  his  earnings.  Nov, 
suppose  the  weaver  to  be  earning  only  tt 
the  rate  of  15/.  per  year,  whether  he  faid 
a  large  family  or  not,  would  it  not  be  dL- 
couraging  to  him  to  find,  that  instead  & 
this  the  slave  made  21/1  per  annum  for  tk 
support  of  his  family  >  He  knew  not,  fcr 
his  part,  with  what  intention  it  could  be 
done ;  but  it  was  clear,  that  his  Majestr's 
Government  had  been  resolved  that  oonen 
evidence  upon  oath  should  not  go  fofrth  tn 
the  world.  A  Committee  in  the  House  ti 
Lords  was  to  have  been  moved  for;  bm 
the  Government  had  a  communication  vitk 
the  West- India  body,  and  glad  as  ihej 
were  to  entertain  a  negotiation  upon  the 
subject,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  proposed  Committee  in  the  House 
of  Lords  was  delayed,  and  up  to  the  prr- 
sent  moment  no  Committee  had  been  form, 
ed,  and  they  had  had  no  opportunity  of 
examining  the  late  Governor  of  Jantskx 
the  Earl  of  Belmore,  upon  this  great  sub- 
ject. Now,  there  were  two  parties  to  U» 
question ;  the  one  contending  for  an  o^ 
nion  which  they  entertained,  whilst  another 
contended  for  the  preservation  of  their  pro- 
perty; and  the  Government  had  thrmn: 
its  weight  into  the  hands  of  those  who  re- 
presented the  opinion  of  the  public  Tbe 
Resolutions  which  had  been  proposed  by  htf 
Majesty's  Ministers  were  objectionable: 
and  the  West  India  body  could  scarcely  srt 
until  they  knew  what  the  state  of  opinioa 
was  in  the  colonies,  because  they  had  been 
taken  by  surprise.  The  Colonial  Legis- 
latures indeed  had  been  still  more  taken  hr 
surprise.  Was  it  the  opinion  of  the  rigbt 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  the  Act  should  p 
out  to  the  colonies  before  they  had  lud 
time  to  deliberate  upon  its  merits  >  H« 
had  already  stated,  that  the  grand  questioo 
of  emancipation  was  acknowledged  by  tk 
Colonial  Legislature ;  it  was  right  that  tbe 
people  of  England  should  know,  that  tbe 
deputies  acting  on  behalf  of  the  West-Indit 
interest  went  to  the  full  extent  of  ad- 
mitting the  principle  of  emancipation.  It 
was  ri^ht  that  those  who  contended  for  tk 
West-India '  proprietors  should  know  that 
the  time  for  emancipation  had  arrivei), 
though,  for  his  own  part,  he  was  not  one 
of  those  who  believed  slavery  and  Chrifti- 
anity  to  be  incompatible  with  each  other. 
He  conceived,  however,  that  emancipatioii 
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must  take  place.  The  House  had  had  two  ^ '  that  the  measure  will  go  to  the  immediate 
plans  submitted  to  thein>  the  one  from  the  ^  and  entire  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in 
noble  Lord  who  had  lately  filled  the  office  <  *  the  West  Indies,  and  to  state  that  in  the 
of  Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  and  '  '  event  of  their  conceding  this  point  they 
the  other  was  the  extemporaneous  plan  '  may  rely  on  your  support ;  and,  if  the 
which  had  been  promulgated  by  the  right  '  noble  Lord  does  not  do  this,  we  beg  you 
hon.  Gentleman ;  and  it  remained  to  be  '  will  be  in  the  House  and  support  the 
considered  how  this  latter  plan  would  work,  '  Amendments.'  Why  what  a  principle  of 
though  it  was  enough  for  him  to  be  told  dictation  was  here  pursued,  because  the 
by  all  the  merchants  and  others  who  were  West-India  interest  were  supposed  to  be  in 
particularly  concerned — it  was  enough  to  communication  with  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
know  from  them — that  the  plan  was  one  ment  on  a  subject  upon  the  decision  of 
which  could  not  be  successful,  and  which  ,  which  their  property  depended !  No  pro- 
could  not,  indeed,  be  carried  into  effect.  For  .  position,  he  supposed,  was  to  be  made  which 
his  own  port,  he  believed  it  to  be  a  plan  !  was  not  palatable  to  the  member  for  Wey- 
which  never  could  satisfy  the  Anti-Slavery  mouth  and  his  friends.  He  would  not 
Society.  He  believed  that,  however  they  '  allude  to  the  insurrection  of  last  year  in 
might  at  the  present  moment  give  in  to  the  '  Jamaica ;  he  would  not  dwell  upon  the 
scheme.  There  was  a  fundamental  principle  :  general  feeling  which  was  entertained  by 
which  they  entertained,  which  not  being  the  slaves  that  they  were  to  be  free,  and 
incorporated  in  this  plan,  rendered  it  im-  |  that,  therefore,  they  were  justified  in  taking 

"up  arms ;  nor  would  he  do  more  than  re^ 
mind  the  House  that  only  a  few  months 
had  elapsed  since  this  unfortunate  occur- 


possible  for  them  to  give  their  assent  to  its 

adoption,  and  this  was  the  point  to  which 

he  aUuded.    These  persons  held,  that  no 

man  could  be  considered  the  property  of  his   rence,  and  that  insurrection  had  been  only 

fellow  man.     He  would  not  enter  into  any    put  down  by  the  shedding  of  blood.     He 

discussion  upon  this  opinion,  but  he  knew    would  call  the  recollection  of  the  House  to 

that  what  the  Anti- Slavery  Society  said    the  condition  of  one  of  the  finest  islands 


was,  that  no  man  had  an  abstract  right  in 
the  possession  of  a  slave ;  and,  therefore, 
the  plan  of  the  Government  must  be  op- 
posed to  their  great  principle.  They  would 
have  the  anti-slavery  question  to  consider 


again  ;  yes,  they  would  have  some  question    destruction  of  property  occurred,    where 


left  behind,  and  always  brought  forward  at 
elections  to  exact  pledges  from  candidates 
as  a  test  or  proof  of  their  humanity. 
Though  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  been  received  with  certain  ex- 


in  the  world,  which  was  now  in  the  hands 
of  barbarians ;  he  would  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  state  of  St.  Domingo, 
where  emancipation  was  carried  into  effect 
by  violence,  where  the  greatest  possible 


horror  upon  horror  succeeded,  and  whei« 
subsequently  an  Agrarian  law  was  passed 
by  which  every  individual  acted  for  him- 
self J  The  hon.  Baronet  proceeded  to  read 
an  extract  from  an  address  sent  bv  the  As- 


ceptions,  it  was  one  which  would  not  only  i  sembly  of  St.  Domingo  to  the  National 
not  succeed,  but  which  was  contrary  to  the  ,  Assembly  in  France  in  the  year  1791j  and 
opinion  of  those  whom  they  were  about  to  i  stated  his  opinion  that,  however  strong  the 
legislate  for.  Was  it  right,  he  would  ask,  I  languagemight  be,  it  applied  most  completely 
that  the  Government  should  be  at  the  beck  |  to  the  case  then  under  their  consideration, 
of  a  party  from  whom  such  a  letter  as  the  j  This  address  predicted  the  general  calamity 
one  he  was  about  to  read  could  come  (for  |  which  must  befal  the  country  from  the 
he  supposed  similar  letters  had  been  ad-  circumstances  wliich  were  then  occurring, 
dressed  to  many  hon.  Members)  ?  This  and  the  great  state  of  suffering  to  which 
was  a  letter  which  had  been  addressed  to  a  '  France  must,  in  many  respects,  be  exposed, 
friend  of  his,  who  was  a  Member  of  that  The  situation  of  the  negroes  in  Africa,  he 
House,  and  emanated  from  his  constituents.  <  maintained,  was  changed  for  the  better 
The  letter  was  to  the  following  effect : —  :  by  their  being  employed  as  slaves  in  the 

*  Dear  Sir, — As  we  have  reason  to  fear  West  Indies.  And  he  would  call  upon  the 
'  that  the  influence  of  the  West-India  inter-  House  to  bear  in  mind  the  vast  intercsta 
'  est  has  been  used  for  some  time  past  with    which  were  involved  in  the  adjustment  of 

*  his  MiQesty's  Ministers,  with  a  view  to  this  question.  There  were  not  less  than 
'  induce  them  to  remodel  their  bill  which  is    1,000  ships  of  300  tons  each  employed  in 

*  to  be  brought  forward,  our  object  in  this  trade.  There  were  .500  vessels  em- 
'  writug  to  you  is  to  beg  that  you  will  ployed  in  the  northern  coasting  trade.  Let 
'  Trait  on  Lord  Althorp  to  express  a  hope   them  not  allow  so  great  and  import^int  an 

voi.xviri.{2jg}  '    F 
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interest  to  be  endangered.     He  bad  confi- 
dence in  the  educated  part  of  tbe  Britisb 
Empire;  they  could  think  for  themselves; 
and  when  the  delusioli   was  removed, — 
when  the  monstrous   exaggerations  were 
exposed — when  those  weeds  of  zealot  lux- 
unance  which  had  grown  up  and  smothered 
prudence  and  judgment  were  mown  down, 
and  the  educated  people  saw  that  they  had 
been  wickedly  and  grossly  deceived — that 
in    many   instances    designing    men   had 
worked  upon  their  feelings  and  used  their 
noble  philanthropy,  in  order  to  render  them 
the  instruments  of  tyranny  in  the  colonies, 
and  of  injury  at  home ; — then  they  would 
do  justice  to   the  planters,  and  proceed  to 
emancipate,    without    injury    to    persons 
whose  title  to  justice  was  as  good  as  that 
of  the   greatest  landed  nobleman  in   the 
United  Kingdom.     He  was  aware  that  he 
was  addressing  an  assembly,  many  Mem- 
bers of  which  had  deeply  pledged  them- 
selves, though  the  system  of  pledges  was 
ruinous  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
Was  not  a  pledge  a  bribe,  far  more  inju. 
rious  to  the  Empire  at  large,  than  bribery 
by  money  ?     What  could  be  a  more  solemn 
mockery  of  justice,  than  the  presence  of*  a 
•Judge  upon  the  judgment  seat,  willing  to 
pronounce  a  poor  elector  guilty  of  corrup- 
tion for  having  accepted  of  a  cup  of  beer, 
while  he,  himself,  had  been  culpable  of  the 
great  state  crime  of  selling  his  right  to  vote 
according  to  his  conscience — of  consenting 
to  sacrifice  his  fellow -subjects  in  the  colo- 
nies, of  being  a  party  to  trampling  upon 
their    acknowledged    privileges,   for     the 
honour  of  sitting  in  that  House.   He  could 
conceive  no  position  more  degrading.    The 
oath  taken  at  the  Table  had  been  cavilled 
at ;  and  was  casuistry  to  be  alLpovverful  in 
the  instance  of  a  solemn  affirmation  before 
God,  while  judgment,   and  reason,    and 
iustice,  were  to  bend  before  the  half-mut- 
tered pledge  at  the  hustings  ?     What  was 
the  honourable  value  of  a  seat  in  Parlia- 
ment—  where  was  its  transcendant    dis- 
tinction, and  sujieriority — that  they  should 
wilfully  and  servilely  render  themselves  the 
instruments  of  ruin,  knowing,  perhaps,  that 
they  did  so — at  all  events,  suspecting  that 
they  might  ?     He  would  not  move  any  re- 
solution on  that  occasion,  nor  oppose  the 
Motion  for  the  Speaker  leaving  the  Chair, 
because  he  neither  wished  to  embarrass 
Ministers,  nor  check  a  fair  investigation  of 
the  subject,  but  he  could  not  resist  the  op- 
portunity of  expressing  his  sentiments,  re- 
pre;?cnting,  as  he  did,  a  place  deeply  intcn- 
ested  in  this  subject,   and  perhaps,  only 


second  in  importance   to  the   n^fropoltf 

itself. 

Mr.  Slanlev  felt  called  upon  to  ofier 
some  observations  to  the  House  in  reply  ts 
the  observations  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  but 
he  submitted  to  the  House  whetlier  R 
would  not  be  more  convenient  to  do  so  is 
Committee ;  and  with  that  view  he  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  entering  at  oott 
upon  the  Committee,  and  then  coz^tiiiuiBi 
the  discussion. 

The  Speaker  hf^  the  Chaiy. 

Mr.  Bernal  read  the  first  Besolntiasi— 
"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committc: 
that  immediate  and  effectual  measurs  \x 
taken  for  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery 
throughout  the  colonies,  under  such  pron 
sions  for  regelating  the  condition  of  \\*i 
negroes  as  may  combine  their  welfer 
vvith  the  interests  of  the  proprietors."* 

Mr.  Stanley  said^  that  altl^oiigh  he  lii 
the  honour  of  i^ddressing  thp  Hpuse  on  i 
recent  occasion  at  considerable  length  is 
relatipn  to  this  subject^  aiul  although  be 
could  very  sincerely  promise  l^ie  Ccwa- 
mittee^  that  h,  wv^  not  his  intention  a^ 
to  tfe^ss  on  its  patience  to  such  an  extcst 
as  W)ks  t^en  necessary ;  stUl»  afler  tk 
speech  just  delivered  by  the  hon.  Baronet, 
he  felt  i(  to  be  his  duty  to  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  offering  f|n  immediate  ex- 
planation of  his  sentiments  and  a  re^h 
to  the  charges  of  the  hon.  Baronet^  xa  doin^ 
which  he  should  endeavour  to  presenre  tW. 
course  of  observation  by  means  of  whki 
he  had  flattered  himself,  up  to  the  deliren 
of  the  hon.  Baronet's  speech,  not  only  tfcii 
he  had  avoided  but  that  it  was  ceneraET 
admitted  he  liud  reirained  from  ^1  tc{«L< 
calculated  to  produce  feelings  pf  acrlmoct 
and  irritation.  He  assurefl  the  Committee 
th^t  he  should,  as  far  as  possible,  studiously 
abstain  fVom  dropping  a  single  word  lildr 
to  give  offence  to  any  individual  or  body  d 
men.  tfe  had  hoped,  that  he  had  been  a^ 
to  follow  up  that  inoffensive  line  of  oondcct 
on  a  former  occasion,  and  it  was  a  subject 
of  regret  to  him  if  he  should  be  thou^t  u 
have  deviated  from  it  in  the  manner  ane<«ei 
by  the  hon.  Baronet.  Never  had  sor 
charge  come  with  so  bfid  a  grace  from  ss 
individual,  followed  up  as  it  was  by  tb 
extraordinary  speech  of  the  hon.  Baronc;. 
who  prefaced  his  address  by  a  declarati^is 
that  ne  should  avoid  those  topics  of  im- 
tntion  which  the  hon.  Baronet  accuffiu 
him  of  resorting  to,  and  then  introduco^ 
every  available  subject  and  topic  calcu- 
lated to  rouse  angry  feelings.  The  quw- 
tion  of  Reform— Uic  address  qf  the  Lcgii- 
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lative  AwciplJy  of  Jamaica  to  Lord  Mul- 
grave— -Lord  Mulgrave'9  answerj  and 
various  other  matters^  were  referred  to 
by  the  bon.  Baronet  in  a  way  the  niost 
likely  to  produce  irritation.  The  threat 
which  the  hon.  Baronet  held  out  as  to 
our  heing  pompelled  to  recall  our  Reso- 
lution*  by  foreign  interference — the 
charge  which  h^  threw  out  against  ihose 
hon.  Members  whom  he  was  pleased  to 
consider  a  pledged  majority,  because  they 
declared  upon  the  huntings,  as  they  had 
done  within  those  walls,  their  fixed  de- 
termination to  labour  to  the  utmost  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  (bis  conviction  of 
the  necessity  of  which, abolition  the  hon. 
Baronet  now,  for  the  first  time>  avowed) 
—these  topics,  treated  as  they  had  been 
by  the  bon.  Baronet,  were  not  calculated 
to  produce  a  cool,  dispassionate,  and 
cautious  consideration  of  the  qqestion. 
The  hon«  Baronet  now  ^edared^  that  he 
hod  no  objection  to  an  abolition  of 
slavery,  but  it  was  an  abolition  of 
alaverjy  f '  in  the  abstract/'  and  if  they  were 
to  I^ve  the  question  of  slaves  tP  the  hon. 
Baronet  and  hi^  friends^  long  indeed 
would  it  remain  a  questiop  "in  the 
abstract,"  without  being  carrl^  to  any 
practical  conclusion.  If  be  had  commented 
on  the  conduct  of  any  individuals,  or  any 
body  of  men,  he  did  so  to  make  out  a 
case  of  necessity  for  the  intorference  of 
Parliament,  arising  from  non.performance 
and  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  colonists 
with  respect  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  mother  country — a  non-pcrfurmance 
which,  as  he  maintained,  constituted  the 
ground  for  that  House  interfering  in 
tne  internal  and  local  regulations  of  the 
colonies.  He  still  adhered  to  the  prin. 
ciple  which  he  before  laid  down,  and 
which  had  not  been  controverted  b^  the 
right  hon.  Baronet ;  and  he  again  asserted 
that  he  knew  of  no  limitation  to  the  right 
of  Parliament  to  interfere,  save  that 
which  it  might  impose  upon  itself,  unless  it 
had  voluntarily  abdicated  the  privilege, 
which  could  not  be  asserted,  nor  even  pre- 
tended in  the  present  case.  He  admitted 
tlmt  the  expediency  of  exercising  that  right 
was  a  different  question,  and  he  had  before 
stated  what  he  was  now  ready  to  repeat — 
namely,  that  except  in  a  case  of  absolute 
necessity,  the  f  louse  was  not  justified  in 
interfering  with  the  LegiKlatures  of  the 
Chartered  Colonies,  but  that  necessity  he 
bad,  as  he  hoped,  successfully  demonstrated 
on  a  former  occasion.  He  was  astonished 
at  the  boldness  ^nd  inconsistency  of  the 


hon.  Baronet's  assertion,  when  he  declared 
that  although  slavery  afforded  no  grounds 
for  interference,  the  slave  trade  was  a  case 
for  Pariiament  to  interfere  in.  According 
to  the  hon.  Baronet,  neither  chartered  co- 
lonies nor  Legislative  assemblies  could  justly 
object  to  this  latter  interference  (but  he 
bei^ged  to  inform  the  hon.  Baronet  that  they 
did  object  to  it),  because,  said  the  hon.  Ba. 
ronet,  the  slave  trade  was  a  national  ques- 
tion, in  which  your  bankers  and  monied 
men,  your  navigation,  trade,  and  commerce 
were  involved ;  but  as  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  that  was  a  merely  local  question, 
bounded  by  the  limits  of  each  island  in 
which  the  system  prevailed,  and  therefore 
the  empire  at  large  had  no  right  to  meddle 
in  it.  Why,  then,  if  this  were  a  strictly 
local  question,  what  was  the  meaning  of 
all  those  petitions  that  had  been  presented 
to  Parliament?  He  spoke  not  now  of 
the  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
but  asked  whether  those  on  the  part  of  the 
West  India  body  itself  did  not  prove,  that 
this  also  was  a  national  question,  other- 
wise why  petition  the  Legislature  ?  No 
Parliament,  no  Govemnient,  ought  to  resist, 
or  could  resist,  the  weight  of  public  opinion 
on  this  subject.  The  hon.  Baronet  com- 
plained of  what  the  hon.  Baronet  termed  his 
(Mr.  Stanley's)  unfounded  charges  against 
the  colonies.  He  had,  undoubtedly,  ad- 
duced certain  charges  for  the  purpose  of 
showing,  that  there  nad  been  in  the  colonies 
a  general,  he  might  say  an  universal, 
neglect  of  the  vrishes  of  the  national  Legis- 
lature; but  he  thought  that  in  bringing 
forward  his  charges  he  had  carefully 
guarded  himself  against  any  general  or 
sweeping  assertion  which  might  involve 
every  colony  in  the  burthen  of  each  sepa- 
rate accusation.  The  hon.  Baronet  spoke 
of  Sunday  markets:  on  that  point  he  (Mr. 
Stanley)  stated  that  there  had  been  a 
pretty  general  wish  displayed  by  the  oolo. 
nial  Legislatures  to  meet  the  views  of  the 
Parliament  at  home.  He  had  further 
admitted,  on  a  former  evening,  that  the 
colonists  had  removed  many  impediments 
which  formerly  existed  in  the  way  of  slave 
marriages ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  said, 
that  there  was  not  in  the  colonies  a  proper 
disposition  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the 
slaves  a  feeling  of  the  sanctity  of  the  mar« 
riaue  vow,  or  to  discourage  that  promiscuous 
and  licentious  intercourse  which,  while  it 
struck  at  the  root  of  morality,  tended  to 
check  population.  The  separation  of  fami- 
lies, and  total  disregard  of  family  and  so- 
cial tics,  were  such  as  to  convey  no  proper 
F2 
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or  becoming  notions  of  the  sacred  relations 
that  should  be  produced  by  marriage.  Let 
the  House  see  to  what  extent  the  colonies 
had  gone  in  furtherance  of  this  object  ?  In 
many  of  the  colonies  he  found  that  the  pro- 
hibition of  separation  was  limited  to  cases 
of  the  sale  of  slaves  under  judicial  process ; 
ay^  and  there  was  even  a  further  limita- 
tion than  this — namely^  that  one  member 
of  a  family  might  be  sold  to  discharge  a 
debt.  Such  a  regulation  at  once  must 
cut  all  the  ties  of  marriage,  of  kindred, 
and  of  humanity.  If  one  slave  were  suf- 
ficient to  discharge  a  debt,  he  might  be 
seized  and  sold;  but,  said  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, "  Good  God !  only  conceive  the 
hardship  of  the  contrary  course  !  Suppose 
two  sons  are  desirous  of  dividing  an  in- 
heritance, are  they  to  be  prevented  from 
separating  their  slaves?  If  one  slave  be 
sufficient  to  discharge  a  debt,  was  it  just  to 
compel  the  sale  of  two,  three,  or  four 
slaves?"  If  this  was  to  be  the  line  of 
argument  adopted — if  reference  was  to  be 
made  only  to  the  convenience  of  the  master 
— ^how  could  the  slave  be  taught  to  regard 
family  ties?  If  the  subject  was  to  be 
treated  merely  as  a  question  of  convenience, 
where  was  the  sanction  of  family  ties? 
What  became  of  the  indissoluble  bond  of 
marriage  ?  And  of  what  validity  was  the 
law  of  kindred  ?  He  asked  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, how  the  colonial  assemblies  could  be 
said  to  have  conceded  anything  on  this 
point,  when  all  the  most  sacred  ties  were 
thus  liable  to  be  dissolved  ?  He  must  here 
admit,  that  he  had  unintentionally  mis- 
stated the  law  of  Jamaica  with  respect  to 
excessive  punishments,  and  certainly  he 
had  applied  that  to  Jamaica  which  was  true 
only  of  Dominica.  He  stated,  that  in  a  case 
of  proved  cruelty  the  slave  was  sold,  and 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  paid  over  to  the 
master,  whereas  it  appeared  that,  as  stated 
by  the  hon.  Baronet,  the  price  was  paid  to 
the  vestry,  and  applied  partly  for  the  benefit 
of  the  slave.  With  regard  to  the  thirty- 
nine  lashes  he,  (Mr.  Stanley)  had  quoted 
the  words  of  a  planter,  thinking  them  not 
ill-calculated  to  convey  the  sentiments  of 
some  among  the  colonists;  but  undoubtedly 
by  the  law  of  Jamaica  wanton  punishment 
of  a  slave  rendered  the  party  offending 
liable  to  a  penalty.  However,  the  question 
arose  as  to  how  the  law  worked,  and  in 
what  manner  the  offence  was  to  be  proved  ? 
The  slave  might  carry  his  complaint  before 
a  Magistrate,  but  must  produce  the  evidence 
of  another  person  in  confirmation  of  it. 
If  the  Magistrate  were  satisfied  as  to  the 


grounds  of  the  complaint,  he  mig^t  direct 
the  prosecution  of  the  master ;  on  the  con- 
trary, if  he  were  not  satisfied^  he  might 
order  the  flogging  of  the  slave.  The  ques- 
tion, after  all,  resolved  itself  into  thenatare 
and  operation  of  the  law  of  evidence.  Ht: 
had  stated,  that  slave  evidence,  under  dif- 
ferent colours  and  pretenceSj  had  been 
frittered  down  by  various  regulations.  lo 
various  colonies  the  evidence  of  the  slare 
was  not  received  against  his  owner,  againie 
a  white  man,. in  a  capital  case.  He  must 
say,  however,  that  in  Grenada,  Toba^ 
and,  recently,  in  Antigua,  the  distinctios< 
with  respect  to  slave  evidence  had  bees 
abolished.  But,  according  to  the  law  of  St 
Kitt's,  no  slave  witness  could  appear  in  snj 
civil  or  criminal  case  with  which  the  owner 
or  overseer  might  be  connected.  The  8u» 
rule  prevailed  in  Nevis  with  r^aid  to 
capital  crimes.  In  Bermuda  slave  wit. 
nesses  were  disqualified  in  all  cases,  drU 
and  criminal,  wherein  owners  or  any  per- 
sons  having  control  or  interest  in  them  were 
concerned.  He  should  statCj  that  ther 
were  only  disqualified  from  appeadnf 
against  the  owners,  &c  Slave  evidenct 
was  good  if  it  was  in  favour  of  the  master, 
bad  if  it  made  against  him.  With  resptft 
to  the  celebrated  law  of  slave  evidence  is 
Jamaica,  on  which  the  hon.  Baronet  hti 
so  much  stress,  he  (Mr.  Stanley)  stated  that 
although  the  evidence  of  a  slave  w-ds 
good  against  the  life  of  a  black  man,  it  iru 
not  good  as  affecting  the  property  of  a  white 
man  to  the  amount  of  Is.  It  was  quite 
true,  that  in  Jamaica  there  was  no  law  ex- 
cluding slave  evidence  in  the  case  of  sn 
owner,  but  it  was  equally  true,  that  the  tes- 
timony  of  a  slave  was  not  received  in  civil 
though  it  was  taken  in  some  criminal  casf«. 
Thus,  as  he  had  said,  slave  evidence,  whidi 
was  good  against  the  life  of  a  black  man, 
was  not  vsdid  with  regard  to  the  propertr 
of  a  white  man.  But  what  were  tk 
criminal  cases  in  which  slave  testimonj  was 
received  ?  They  were  not  cases  of  crud 
whippings,  or  withholding  allowances; 
here  the  evidence  of  a  slave  was  good  for 
nothing  unless  stronely  corroborated.  He 
would  not  detain  the  Committee  by  recount- 
ing all  the  various  restrictions  on  slave  tes- 
timony. It  was  sufficient  to  observe,  that 
in  cases  of  atrocious  punishment,  the  very 
fact  of  the  prosecution  being  supported  by 
slave  evidence,  prevented  the  complainant 
from  being  relieved  to  the  extent  to  which 
he  would  otherwise  be  entitled.  There  ex. 
isted  no  system  of  effectual  protection  for 
skves— the  hon*  Baronet  had  not  shown 
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that  there  was  in  any  colony  a  protector  of 
slaves  independent  of  the  Colonial  Legis- 
lature,  and  prepared  to  co-operate  with  the 
home  gOTemment  in  taking  care  that  the 
slave  would  not  he  ULtreated.  Upon  the 
restrictions  relative  to  rights  of  property  the 
hon.  Baronet  had  not  touched.  He  (Mr. 
Stanley)  put  it  to  the  Committee  to  judge 
whether  they  could  safely  leave  the  extinc« 
tion  of  slavery  to  the  unassbted  efforts  of 
the  Colonial  Legislatures  }  The  hon.  Ba* 
ronet  complained,  that  whereas  the  West- 
India  proprietors  were  desirous  to  ohtain  a 
full  investigation,  the  Committee  of  last 
year  had  heen  allowed  to  cease  at  the  re. 
quest  and  intercession  of  Government.  But 
he  would  declare,  that  it  was  left  entirely 
to  the  discretion  of  the  West-India  hody  to 
determine  whether  or  not  they  would 
seek  a  renewal  of  the  West-India  Com- 
mittee and  inquiry  of  last  year  in  either 
House  of  Parliament.  He  did  not 
wish  to  speak  in  the  language  of  com- 
plaint, hut  he  must  say,  it  was  impossible 
to  neffociate  with  a  body  such  as  the 
West.Tndia  deputation,  which  attended 
to  hear  proposals  with  authority  to  object 
to  them,  but  without  authority  to  offer 
any  suggestion,  or  propose  any  modification 
in  a  plan  which  they  rejected.  He 
stated  to  the  deputation  distinctly,  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  Government  to  carry 
into  efiect  safely,  and  if  possible  with  their 
concurrence,  a  complete  extinction  of 
slavery,  and  that  such  extinction  must  form 
the  bads  of  any  plan  on  which  Ministers 
would  consent  to  act.  The  deputation  de- 
clared, that  they  had  no  power  or  authority 
to  propose  any  plan.  Four  of  the  number 
did,  in  their  individual  capacity,  offer  to  his 
notice  a  plan  to  which  he  should  not  have 
alluded,  but  that  he  found  it  had  been  since 
given  to  the  public  The  proposal  was, 
that  a  grant  should  be  made  to  the  colonists 
of  44,000,000/.  sterling,  that  the  colonial 
proprietors  should  enjoy  all  existing  rights 
over  the  slaves  for  a  period  of  one-and- 
forty  years;  and  that  that  one-and-fbrty 
years  was  to  be  estimated  from  the  time 
the  44,000,000/.  could  be  jpaid  out  of  the 
wages  of  the  slaves,  with  four  per  cent  in- 
terest, and  one  per  cent  sinking  fund.  He 
imagined  that  the  House  would  not  think 
him  possessed  of  too  much  modesty  because 
he  did  not  venture  to  propose  such  a  plan 
as  tbat  for  its  consideration.  He  felt  it 
due  to  the  Government  to  state,  tliat  it  had 
not  been  insensible  to  those  objections 
which  had  been  raised  to  the  Government 
plan  by  tho  Weit*India  body,  and  which 


were  three.  The  first  waSt  that  we  in  this 
country  were  legudating  fur  the  al)8olute 
and  immediate  freedom  of  the  negroes,  and 
that  we  were  imposing  upon  the  Colonial 
Legislatures  the  odious  and  invidious  ta.sk  of 
apparently  restricting  that  freedom,  and  of 
continuing  for  a  time  a  portion  of  that 
slavery  which  we  had  declared  should  alto- 
gether cease.  The  second  objection  was, 
that  without  a  temporary  adscription  of 
the  slaves  to  the  soil,  it  would  be  impos. 
sible  for  the  colonial  proprietors  to  cultivate 
the  soil  through  the  agency  of  the  negroes; 
and  the  third  objection  was,  that  the  mode 
of  cultivation  proposed  by  the  plan  tended 
to  give  an  additional  deamess  to  the  ground, 
and  had  also  a  tendency  to  be  a  tax  upon 
provisions,  and  that  so  far  it  would  be  bur- 
thensome  and  oppressive  even  upon  the  ne- 
groes themselves.  To  those  three  objections 
of  the  West-India  body  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, though  debarred  of  al)  discussions 
with  that  body,  though  unassisted  by  any 
suggestions  from  it,  hud  given  that  degree 
of  attention  which  they  deserved ;  and  it 
would  be  seen  by  the  changes  which  had 
been  made  in  the  measure  of  Government, 
that  those  objections  had  been  duly  consi- 
dered. He  thought  it  right  thus  far  to 
vindicate  his  Majesty's  Government  against 
the  charge  which  had  been  raised  against 
it,  of  recklessly  disregarding  the  feelings 
and  wishes  of  the  West-India  body.  His 
Majesty's  Government  was  prepared  to  pay 
a  due  degree  of  deference  to  the  wishes  of 
that  body,  and  was  most  anxiously  de- 
sirous to  receive  their  suggestions  upon 
this  subject ;  and,  though  the  suggestions 
of  that  body,  were  not  made  to  the  Minis- 
ters, they  had  endeavoured  to  attend  to 
those  suggestions,  as  far  as  they  had  been 
indicated.  He  would  now  repeat  what  he 
had  stated  in  the  first  instance,  on  bringing 
forward  these  Resolutions,  that  the  Go- 
vernment was  most  anxious  that  a  fuU  con- 
sideration should  be  given  to  the  rest  of  the 
plan,  even  though  all  its  details  might  not 
be  embodied  in  the  Resolutions  which  the 
House  was  called  upon  to  come  to.  There 
was  one  part  of  the  plan  of  the  Govern- 
ment which,  both  the  West-India  body, , 
and  those  who  were  anxious  for  the  more 
immediate  liberation  of  the  slavo—there 
was  one  part  of  the  plan  which  both  those 
parties  had  objected  to.  He  had  stated,. 
when  he  had  the  honour  of  proposing  this 
plan  to  the  House,  that  there  were  but  two 
modes  of  repaying  the  amount  which  it 
was  intended  to  advance  to  the  West- India 
proprietor9^namely«  tbat  that  repayment 
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must  either  be  borne  by  the  produce  of 
negro  labour^  or  that  it  must  entirely  fall 
upon  the  revenue  of  this  country,  and  to 
the  latter  alternative,  he  stated  at  the  time^ 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Govern- 
ment, or  Parliament,  or  the  country  to 
cohSent.  His  Majesty's  Governmentj 
therefore,  had  proposed  that,  one-fourth  of 
his  time  being  at  the  disposal  of  the  negro, 
the  produce  of  his  labour  in  that  time, 
should  go  to  liquidate  the  advance  made  by 
Government,  and  to  remunerate  the  pro- 
prietor for  his  ultimate  loss  in  the  full 
emancipation  of  such  negro,  and  they  had 
further  proposed  that  the  proprietor  should 
pay  an  interest  for  the  money  during  the 
period  that  it  continued  advanced  to  them 
as  a  loan.  There  was  another  alternative, 
certainly — one,  too,  that  had  been  sug- 
gested by  the  West-India  body — namely, 
that  the  loss  of  this  15,000,000^  should  be 
borne  entirely  by  the  resources  of  this 
country;  but  that  was  an  alternative  to 
which,  as  he  had  already  said.  Parliament 
would  not,  of  course,  be  disposed  to  adopt. 
His  Majesty's  Ministers  found  that  a  great 
and  weD-founded  objection  had  been  urged 
by  the  West-India  proprietors  against  this 
part  of  the  plan,  as  making  the  nominal 
payment  out  of  the  wages  of  the  slaves  be 
considered  as  the  repayment  of  this  loan, 
while  the  real  repayment  of  it  would  be 
made  out  of  their  (the  West-India  propri- 
etors') own  resources.  They  found,  on  the 
other  hand,  that,  on  the  part  of  those  who 
sought  for  the  more  immediate  emancipation 
of  the  negro,  there  was  a  strong  feeling 
that,  during  that  portion  of  his  time  which 
was  to  be  left  at  the  disposal  of  the  negro, 
he  should  be  at  liberty  to  enjoy  the  full 
benefit  of  the  exercise  of  his  own  energies 
and  resources.  It  was  impossible,  on  the 
one  hand  and  upon  the  other,  not  to  feel 
the  force  of  the  objections  thus  made 
against  this  portion  of  the  plan,  and  as 
both  parties,  however  opposed  in  other 
respects,  concurred  in  this  manner  in  ob- 
jecting to  this  part  of  the  plan,  if  it  should 
be  found  that  the  West-India  body  would 
not  object  to  make  such  a  provision  as  would 
compensate  this  country  for  at  least  a  large 
portion  of  the  interest  of  the  sum  thus 
advanced,  and  if  they  would  not  object  to 
an  increase  in  the  taxation  upon  colonial 
produce,  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  under 
such  circumstances,  meant  amongst  other 
alterations  to  propose  that  the  proprietors 
should  be  altogether  relieved  from  any 
obligation  to  repay  the  money  thus  ad- 
vanced to  them,  and  that  no  deduction 


should  be  made  from  the  wae^  of  the  ne- 
gro for  that  purpose  either.     They  pix>ooscH 
that  during  the  negro's  apprenticeship  of 
twelve  years  this  rewatd  f^ould  be  held  out 
to  him  as  an  inducement  to  habits  of  per* 
severing  industry   tlnd  exertdon — nsunelr, 
that  by  the  payment  of  a  certain  amount 
of  the  produce  of  his  labour   during  the 
time  at  his  owii  disposal^  the  period  of  bis 
apprenticeship  might  be  redeemed ;    tlui 
was  to  say,  that  when  he  had,  in  this  way, 
paid  the  sum  agreed  upon  as  compensatk-s 
to  his  master,  he  should  be  discharged  fn^in 
the  remaining  portion  of  his  twelve  yean' 
servitude,  and  amongst  other   advan^^^ 
embraced  in  this  alteration,  it  would  tit£md 
to  the  negro  an  opportunity  of  provii^ 
himself  a  man  of  persevering  and  inda«- 
trious  habits.     In  that  way  his   Majestr's 
Ministers  proposed  to  submit  to  the  Hoii« 
such  a  modification  of  the  plan  as  did  n<A 
introduce  a  material  alteration  into  the  Re. 
Isoliitions  now  before  it.     It  appeared  ts 
him  that  it  would  be  only  dealing  fairir 
with  both  parties  interested  in  this  questm 
and  with  the  Housb,  to  state  at   once  tk 
course  of  proceeding  with  regard  to  whtii 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  h(^  made  up  their 
minds  in  consequence  of  ihe  introduetioB 
of  this  alteration  into  the  plan.     They  in- 
tended to  propose  that  an  additional  amouct 
of    duty  should  be   charged  upon    sugui. 
Me  was  well  aware  that  subh  a  propositim 
was  not  free  from  difficulties  and  objectiocs 
He  knew  that  the  amount  of  duty  on  sugai 
at  present  was  high,  and  that  it  would  be 
well  if  it  could  possibly  be  somewhat  re. 
duced.     But,  believing  as  he  did,   that  » 
trifling  increase  in  the  amouiit  of    dctj 
would  answer  the  purpose  in  question,  be 
felt  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  were  jos- 
tificd,  looking  back  to  a  former  precedent 
when   a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  snsrr 
fi'om  27*.  to  24j.  did  not  in  any  way  afftct 
or  benefit  the  interests  of  the  consumer, 
while  it  occasioned  a  considerable  faHing-dl 
in  the  revenue,  in  assuming  that  the  pn^ 
posed  increase  would  not  affect  the  intercsits 
of  the  consumers  in  this  country,  while  the 
revenue  might  be  so  increased  as  to  coni- 
pcnsate  us  for  the  loan  advanced  to  the 
West-India  proprietors.     But  if  the  <?flW.t 
of  the  raising  of  the  duty  should  be  a  rix 
in  the  price  of  sugar  m  this  country,  it 
would  be,  of  course,  Qpon  the  consumen 
— that  was  to  say,  upon  the  people  of  thia 
country — that  tne  burthen  would  fall  (for 
he  did  not  contemplate,  in  consequence  of 
such  increase  of  duty,  any  material  dimU 
nution  iH  the  consumption  of  sugar),  and, 
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in  faia  ofiinion,  it  ought  to  be  borne  by 
thorn  I  and,  be  belieyed,  it  would  be  cheer- 
fully rame  by  them»  eipedally  when  tbe^ 
considered  the  grett  benefit  snd  oonrenience 
that  would  be  reaped  from  getting  rid  of 
the  objection  whicn  had  been  made  to  this 
portion  of  the  {dan.    He  had  Mized  tlie 
first  ofiportunity  to  rtate  this   important 
modification  to  the  Committee,  in  order 
that  the  attention  of  Parliament  mieht  be 
directed  to  it*    He  did  not  state  it  for  the 
purpose  of  calling  now  for  the  judgment 
of  the  House  upon  it,  as  in  passing  the 
Resolotton  now  before  it,  the  House  was 
not  called  upon  to  express  any  opinion  with 
regard  to  such  a  modification  of  the  original 
plan.      He  hoped  and  trusted  that  they 
would  have  the  aid  and  concunrence  of  the 
load  legislatures,  "  in  providinff  for  the  re- 
ligious  and  moral  education  of  the  negro 
popnlatidn  to  be  emancipated."  They  .were 
greatly  mistaken  who  supposed  that  Minis- 
ters or  Parliament,  without  any  reference 
to  the  feeiit^  of  the  Colonial  Legislatures, 
were  anxious  to  precipitate  this  measure.  It 
was  in  oonsequenoe  of   the  vain  efforts 
which  had  been  made  to  induce  the  Colonial 
Legidatures  to  act  in  accordance  with  the 
exprened  wishes  of   Parliament  and  the 
country  on  the  subject,  that  they  felt  bound 
to  legislate  upon  the  great  leading  princi. 
pics  embraced  in  the  measure,  leaving  the 
local  details  which  could  not  be  filled  up 
hcfc  to  be  filled  np  by  the  different  local 
legishtnrei.     Without,  then,  refusing  to 
the  local  legislatures  the  settlement  of  that 
which  properly  belonged  to  them,  when  we 
had  foraed  the  great  leading  principles  upon 
them,  their  last  hope  of  preventing  the 
freedom  of  the  negroes  would  be^  removed ; 
and  after  the  excitement  occasioned  by  this 
question  had  passed  away,  he  hoped  and 
trusted  that  they  would  anxiously  join  with 
v»  in  making  thoae  local  regulations  that 
were  necessary  for  carrying  the  wishes  of 
Parliament  into  effect.     To  them,  there- 
fore, was  left  the  filling  up  hereafter  of 
the  details  of  that  great  outline  which  we 
now  feel  it  our  duty  to  mark  out  for  them 
at  once,  and  for  ever. 

Cokmel  LeUh  Hag  said,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  this  was  a  most  important 
question,  leading  in  its  results  to  conse- 
quences more  serious  to  the  colonies  than 
any  measure  which  had  been  brought  for- 
ward since  the  dispute  with  the  American 
colonies ;  and,  he  certainly  should  not  have 
trespassed  upon  Ae  attention  of  the  House, 
had  htt  not  lieen  i^ble  to  qpeak  from  per- 
9(mcd  Qbservation  of  the  condition  of  the 
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negroes  in  the  Leeward  Islands.  From  his 
personal  knowledge,  he  ^as  prepared  to  say, 
that  the  plan  of  his  Majesty  s  Ministers 
could  not  be  carried  into  effect.  The  negro 
population  of  the  British  slave  colonics 
were  not  yet  prepared  for  the  gift  of  free- 
dom. They  were  at  present  an  indolent 
and  idle  race,  and  it  could  not  be  expected 
that  they  would  work  unless  there  existed 
some  means  of  making  them.  He  con. 
demned  that  part  of  the  plan  which  pro. 
vided  for  the  enrolment  of  the  slaves  as 
apprenticed  labourers.  This  permission 
would  be  acted  upon  by  the  able-bodied 
slaves  only^  leaving  the  children,  the  aged, 
and  the  infirm,  amounting  to  two-thirds  of 
the  whole,  to  remain  a  burthen  upon  the 
estates.  The  hon.  Member  proceeded  to 
read  the  evidence  of  several  witnesses  given 
before  the  West -India  Committee  for  the 
purpose  of  showing,  that  in  the  opinion  of 
impartial  witnesses,  of  persons  not  con- 
nected with  parties,  immediate  emancipa- 
tion was  altogether  impracticable,  reference 
being  had  either  to  the  safety  of  the  colonies 
or  the  welfare  of  the  slaves.  As  to  the 
condition  of  the  slaves  much  evidence  had 
been  taken;  and  Admiral  Sir  Charles 
Rowley  declared  that,  if  bom  to  a  state  of 
absolute  labour,  he  would  rather  be  a  black 
man  in  Jamaica  than  a  white  labourer  in 
England,  it  being  his  opinion,  that  in  the 
former  case  he  should  sooner  be  his  own 
master.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  evidence 
also  to  show,  that  the  habits  of  the  negro 
had  not  improved  after  emancipation  in 
those  places  where  the  experiment  had  been 
tried.  The  hon.  Member  referred  in  par- 
ticular to  the  state  of  St.  Domingo,  and  to 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Mackenzie,  of  Mr. 
Simpson,  and  Mr.  Living.  He  (Colonel 
Hay)  agreed  with  the  hon.  member  for 
Weymouth  upon  the  abstract  principle  of 
emancipation ;  but  he  could  not  go  along 
with  him  in  a  measure  which,  he  thought, 
was  destined  to  plunge  the  colonies  into 
confusion,  and  bring  them  to  destruction. 
He  had  given  no  pledge  at  the  hustings  on 
this  subject,  but  had  sdways  refused  to  do 
so.  He  was,  therefore,  free  to  say,  ac* 
cording  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience^ 
that  he  could  not  view  the  Government 
plan  as  one  that  was  calculated  to  promote 
the  internal  or  external  prosperity  of  the 
colonies,  to  advance  the  moral  improvement 
of  the  slave,  or  to  place  him  in  a  state  of 
society  in  which  there  was  any  prospect  of 
his  going  on  temperately  and  dispassionately 
for  his  own  and  for  the  general  welfare  of 
the  community.    He  happened  to  be  better 
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acquainted  with  Barbadoes  than  the  other 
slave   colonies  of  this  country.     In  that 
colony,  there  weie  5,000  proprietors,  own- 
ing in  all  80,000  slaves.     Of  these  5,000 
proprietors  not  more  than  1,500  possessed 
landed  proijerty,  leaving  3,500  who  pos- 
sessed amongst  them  33,000  slaves.     He 
left  it  to  the  House  to  consider  what  would 
be  the  condition  of  those  3,500  slave-owners 
under  the  provisions  of  the  plan  now  brought 
forward  by  Government.     Of  what  avail 
would  the  proposed  advance  of  15,000,000/. 
upon  colonial  property  be  to  them  ?     They 
had  nothing  to  offer  as  security  for  a  loan, 
and  yet  their  property  was  about  to  be  de. 
teriorated,  if  not  entirely  sacrificed.     He 
believed  that  the  proprietors  of  slaves  acted, 
generally  speaking,  with  great  kindness  and 
consideration  towards  them.  There  were  no 
doubt  individual  cases  of  a  contrary  con. 
duct ;  but  a  slur  ought  not  to  be  thrown 
upon  the  conscientious  on  that  account. 
Mildness  and  kind  treatment  in  the  master, 
however,  did  not  always  ensure  good  con- 
duct in  the  slave.     It  was  notorious  that 
•  the  insurrection  of  the  year  18l6  in  Bar- 
badoes began  upon  the  estate  of  a  planter, 
who  was  known  throughout  the  island  as 
the  best  master,  the  kindest  and  most  af. 
fectionate  in  his  treatment  of  his  slaves  in 
the  colony.  There  was  another  topic  which 
had  arisen  on  a  former  occasion  to  which  he 
also  felt  it  necessary  to  advert.     It  had 
been  stated  that  all  instruction  had  been 
withheld,  and  that  the  planters  were  not 
only  jealous  of  the  clergy,  but  were  adverse 
to  anything  like  a  system  of  slave  education. 
The  fact,  however,  really  was,  that  in  Bar- 
badoes, so  long  ago  as  the  period  of  the 
administration   of    Lord  Combermere   in 
that  island,  public  schools  had  been  estab. 
lished  in  which  the  negro,  the  coloured, 
and   the  white  children  were   instructed 
together.     Those  schools,  however,  having 
been  demolished   during    the    hurricanes 
which  prevailed  in  the  year  1831,   before 
even  the  re-erection  of  private  buildings 
was  commenced,  subscriptions  for  rebuilding 
the  schools  were  set  on  foot  in  the  island, 
and  the  gallant  officer,  the  then  Governor, 
Sir  James  Lyon,  himself  subscribed  500/., 
and  they  were  found  again  in  full  operation 
by  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave  when  on  his  way 
to  the  government  of  Jamaica.     With  such 
facts  as  these,  he  was  entitled  to  deny  the 
allegation  that  there  existed  in  the  colonies 
that  want  of  provision  for  the  education 
and  instruction  of   the    slave  population 
which  had  been  so  much  relied  on  as  ma- 
lufesting  a  disinclination  in  the  colonists  to 


improve  the  condition  of  the  slaTes.  He 
had  stated  thus  much  upon  a  finn.  cos- 
viction  of  his  own  mind  arising  fzom  wfatt 
he-  had  himself  witnessed — a  oonviction  nut 
prompted  by  any  selfish  motive,  for,  faemg 
unconnected  with  the  colonies,  he  liad  an 
interests  to  serve  beyond  what  he  cxmoeivcd 
to  be  the  whole  community —*  intexests 
deeply  involved  in  the  result  of  this  great 
and  important  question,  which  reqaized  the 
most  calm  and  deliberate  conadeiation,  lea 
should  be  inflicted  the  roost  severe  ooloiiLb 
blow  that  was  ever  felt  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Patrick  Stewart  said,  he  lelt  himstif 
placed  in  a  very  unpleasant  <iilAiimw^y  upog 
the  question  then  before  the  House.     Tkt 
duty  which  he  owed  to  that  House  and  to 
the  colonies  called  upon  him  to  declare  ud 
reservedly  his  opinion,  although  in  givizv 
that  opinion  he-  might  wound  the  feelingi 
of  friends,  and  of  individuals  far  whom  be 
entertained  the  highest  personal  x«^)ecL 
At  the  outset  he  must  express  bis  regret  it 
the  tone  of  the  speech  with  which  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Stanley)  had  ushered  in 
the  question  of  Emancipation.     With  gicst 
reluctance,  indeed,  did  he  come  fcrwiri 
publicly  to  cast  any  blame  upon  his  rigbs 
hon.  friend,  of  whose  character  and  talents 
he  had  the  highest  opinion.     If,  however, 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  dealt  with  this 
important  subject  in  a  milder  tone,  acting 
more  as  a  mediator  than  as  a  partisan,  he 
would   have  done  great  good,  instead  of 
doing  as  he  feared  his  right  hon.  friend  hai 
done,  great  and  irreparable  mischief.    It 
was,  he  confessed,  inexplicable  to  him,  how. 
after  the  severe  trials  to  which  the  planten 
had  latterly  been  subjected,  his  n^t  hoo. 
friend  could  have  made  up  his  mind  to  come 
forward  apd  deliberately  bear  with  so  heavy 
a  hand  upon  them,  as  he  had  done  in  hb 
late  speech,  identifying  himself  with  a  party 
whose  irresponsible  precipitancy  he  had  al- 
ways considered  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Co- 
lonial  Secretary  to  modify  and  temper.     He 
was  reluctant  to  speak  thus,  but  the  fearful 
measure  of  his  ngfat  hon.  friend  having 
gone  out  to  the  Cdonies,  with  the  fearfiu 
speech  with  which  he  introduced  it,  he  feh 
that  he  should  abandon  his  duty  as  a  Mem* 
ber  of  that  House  if  he  did  not  sacriiioe  all 
considerations  of  friendship,  and  speak  out 
his  unqualified  disapprobation  both  of  the 
measure  and  of  the  speech  of  his  right  hoo* 
friend.     If    the    right    hon.    Gentleman 
doubted  the  tendency  of  his  able  and  vawi 
ingenious  speech  in  other  respects,  he  would 
refer  him  to  the  hon.  member  for  Wey. 
mouth;  and  the  hon.  and  leuned  memba 
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for  the  Tower  Hamlets,  who  knew,  and 
indeed  represented,  the  feelings  of  the  party 
to  whom  he  alluded.  He  had  thought  it 
had  ever  heen  an  axiom  in  the  Colonial- 
office,  that  in  all  matters  for  the  ameltora. 
tion  of  the  condition  of  the  slaves,  the 
Colonial  Leffislaturea  must  he  made  use  of, 
and  that,  without  their  consent,  no  henefit 
could  he  achieved  from  any  proposition,  but, 
on  the  contrary^  evil  must  ensue.  That 
axiom  had  not,  in  the  present  instance,  heen 
adhered  to.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had, 
In  the  course  of  his  opening  speech,  quoted 
the  language  of  Mr.  Canning  at  a  period 
when  Mr.  Canning  was  not  a  Minister.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  chose  to  adopt 
that  distinguished  individual  as  a  guide,  he 
should  take  him  in  the  character  of  a  Mi- 
nister. *  If  (said  Mr.  Canning,  in-  1824) 
*'  the  condition  of  the  slave  is  to  be  improv- 
'  ed,  that  improvement  must  be  introduced 
'  through  the  medium  of  his  master.  The 
'  mastexK  are  instruments,  through  whom 
'  and  by  whom  you  must  act  upon  the  slave 
'  population  ;  and  if,  by  any  proceedings  of 
*  oun,  we  shall  unhappily  place  between 
'  the  slave  and  his  master  a  barrier  of  insur- 
'  mountable  hostility,  we  shaU  at  once  put 
'  an  end  to  the  best  chance  of  Emancipation, 
'  or  even  of  Amendment,  instead  of  difius- 
'  ing  gradually  over  those  dark  regions  a 
'  pure  and  salutary  light,  we  may,  at  once 
^  kindle  a  flame,  only  to  be  quenched  in 
'  blood.'*  Mr.  Huskisson  had  also  given  as 
his  opinion,  that  any  attempt  to  carry  into 
effect  improvement  other  than  through  the 
intervention  of  the  masters  would  end  in 
ruin  to  the  colonies,  without  benefiting  the 
slave  population.  Such  were  the  conclusions 
at  which,  on  this  important  topic,  those  two 
great  masters  of  practical  legislation  arrived. 
And  having  been  so  bold  as  thus  to  rebuke 
the  spirit  in  which  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
brought  forward  his  Rttolutions,  he  must 
also  endeavour  to  refute  some  of  his  right 
hon.  friend's  statements.  The  system  of 
slavery  was  condemned  on  all  sides;  he 
therefore,  had  not  to  defend  that ;  but  he 
would  put  it  to  the  House  and  the  Go- 
vernment whether,  instead  of  entering,  as 
had  been  the  case,  upon  the  horrors  of  that 
condemned  system,  it  would  not  have  been 
better  to  have  avoided  such  a  detail ;  for, 
in  fact,  the  only  difference  of  opinion  which 
now  prevailed  was  as  to  the  most  safe, 
satisfactory,  and  honest  mode  of  abolishing 
slavery.  Notwithstanding  the  attacks 
which  had  been  made  upon  the  colonists 
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they  had  still  a  good  name,  which  could  not 
be  "  filched*'  from  them.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Stanley)  had,  in  allusion 
to  the  communication  between  the  then 
Colonial  Secretary  (Earl  Bathurst)  and  the 
Crown  colonies  in  1823,  said,  that  the  Go. 
vemment  Resolutions  had  been  then  disdain, 
fully  rejected  by  the  colonists.  This  was  a 
charge  of  a  grievous  nature  and  most  un« 
fair.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
been  longer  in  his  office,  he  would  never 
have  ventured  upon  so  unfounded  and  un- 
just a  charge ;  for  had  he  consulted  the 
documents  contained  in  the  Colonial^ffice 
itself— namely,  the  despatches  of  Mr.  Hu  • 
kisson  and  other  Ministers,  he  would  have 
found  that  they  expressed  the  gracious  ad- 
miration of  the  King  and  Government 
of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  colonists  for 
the  amelioration  and  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  the  slaves.  He  should  then 
be  able  to  convict  his  right  hon.  friend  of 
inaccuracy  and  injustice  by  documents  taken 
from  his  own  office,  llie  hon.  Gentleman 
then  proceeded  to  read  portions  of  various 
despatches  from  the  Government  at  home 
to  the  Colonial  Legislatures,  chiefly  during 
the  years  18S6  and  1827>  and  directed  to 
St.  Kitts,  Nevis,  Dominica,  and  other 
islands,  in  which  the  proceedings  of  the  lat« 
ter  were  highly  recommended,  and  which 
he  said  were  a  full  answer  to  all  the  calum- 
nies of  the  right  hon.  Secretary.  The 
island  of  Demarara  had  been  particularly 
pointed  out  as  a  place  where  cruelty  to 
slaves  was  even  more  notorious  than  at 
any  other  island.  And  the  right  hon.  Se- 
cretary had  painted  in  strong  colours  the 
cruelty  of  separating  families  by  sale  as  one 
of  the  enormities  there  practised.  But  by 
a  law  of  Demerara  parsed  in  18S5,  the 
separation  of  families  was  prohibited,  with 
an  exception  suggested  by  Lord  Bathurst 
himself,  that  young  persons  of  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  might  be  sold  separately.  The 
hon.  Member  ouoted  the  declaration  of  the 
Deputy  First  Marshal  of  Demerara,  to  the 
effect,  that  it  had  never  been  the  custom 
there  to  separate  families,  althoueh  in  seve* 
ral  instances  members  of  a  family  had  oh* 
jected  to  being  sold  to  the  same  planter 
with  each  other.  Another  calumny  was, 
that  the  planters  had  not  provided  for  the 
reli^ous  instruction  of  the  slaves.  He 
denied  this  imputation.  In  Demerara  the 
Court  of  Policy  passed,  on  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tember, 182-5,  "  An  Ordinance  for  the  re* 
ligious  Instruction  of  Slaves.'^  This  Act 
provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  proteo* 
tor  and  deputy-protector  of  slave^-'it  sp* 
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of  population  so  artificially  aggregated  toge- 
ther^ that,  consisting  of  100,000  individuals, 
one  half  of  them,  at  a  given  period,  exceeded 
fifty  years  of  age.  It  must  be  self-evident 
that  with  a  population  of  superannuated 
elements,  such  a  society  could  not,  by  what 
Gibbon  calls  "  the  milder,  but  more  tedious 
method  of  propagation,"  do  otherwise  than 
materially  fall  on  for  a  great  number  of 
years ;  and,  in  fact,  it  must  continue  to  de- 
cline till  the  population  arrived  at  that  point 
at  which  its  different  portions  at  the  re- 
spective ages  became  arranged  in  their  na- 
tural order.  That  observation  applied  to 
the  case  of  Demerara.  The  average  age  of 
the  whole  population  was  upwards  of  thirty- 
four  years;  and  it  was  of  importance  to 
observe,  that  the  ages  of  all  slaves,  and  more 
particularly  of  Africans,  grown  up,  were 
necessarily  put  down  conjecturally  in  the 
first  registry,  to  which  all  the  succeeding 
ones  conformed.  The  negroes  themselves, 
could  throw  no  light  on  their  own  age,  as 
they  are  notoriously  defective  in  their  notions 
of  time,  and  careless  in  observing  the  order 
and  succession  of  events ;  and  it  was  indis- 
putable that,  in  general,  the  ages  assigned 
were  below  the  real  ones.  Forming,  as  the 
slave  did,  in  most  cases,  the  chief  part  of  the 
planters'  property,  they  were  naturally  anx- 
ious, in  putting  formally  on  record  a  de- 
scription of  it,  not  tounder-rate  its  value,  as 
many,  if  not  all  of  them  must  contemplate  an 
eventual  sale  or  mortgage  of  this  property ; 
and  thus  it  was  likely,  that  the  slaves,  then 
exceeding  twenty-five  to  thirty  years,  had 
in  general  their  ages  understated  by  four  to 
five  years.  This  would  tend  to  increase  the 
proportion  of  individuals  at  an  advanced 
age,  at  the  initial  period  ;  add  to  that  the 
great  original  disparity  of  the  sexes — and 
to  that  again  the  important  circumstance, 
that  nearly  55  per  cent,  or  upwards  of  one- 
half  of  the  population  of  1817,  were  Afri- 
cans imported  from  a  different  country  across 
the  Atlantic,  and  placed  in  new  circumstan- 
ces as  to  climate,  £c.;  and  when  all  that  was 
considered,  it  would  appear  wonderful  that 
the  aggregate  decrease  had  not  been  more.  It 
was  also  important  to  remark,  that  the  Afri- 
cans were  deeply  and  hereditarily  infected 
witb  a  variety  of  diseases  peculiar  to  their 
race  and  conntry,  and  which  were  transmit- 
ted to  their  Creole  progeny,  and  no  doubt  it 
will  take  a  length  of  time  to  eradicate  them 
finally  from  their  descendants.  Of  these 
the  yaws  and  the  leprosy  might  be  men- 
tioned as  the  principal ;  but  there  were  other 
African  diseases  of  which  the  names  even 
were  not  known  to  European  physicians. 


For  these  reasons,  in  order  to  form  any  just 

conclusion,  it  was  necessary  to  look  at  ck 

Creole  population.     The  question  then 

what  result  did  that  population    exhibit 

The    Creole    population,    in    1826, 

40,892,   of  which  21,032  were  females; 

from  that  period  it  might  be  assumed  tint 

all  children  bom  were  the  o&pring  of  Crco^ 

mothers. 

The  number  of  Births  from  1826  to 

1829,  was  .  .  .  ^'^^^{^-u 

Deaths  of  Creoles  fortbestoie  period  1,985  $  ^'^ 
Births  from  1829  to  1832     .  .  4,090  I   q,. 

Deaths  of  Creoles  for  the  same  period  3,166 1   ~ 

Increase  .  Wi 
in  six  years  on  a  population  of  40,892,  cr 
near  9  per  cent.,  which  excluded  manumis- 
sion. This  period  was  taken,  because  it  w« 
the  earliest  at  which  the  Creole  births  oooli 
be  fairly  considered  as  the  ofispring  of  Creok 
mothers.  In  1817  the  number  of  Afiicac 
females  registered  was  17,893;  the  importa- 
tion from  Africa  having  ceased  in  180T, 
most  of  the  survivors  in  1 826  must  hare 
been  past  child-bearing.  He  had  troubled 
the  House  with  these  particulars  in  or- 
der to  prove,  that  as  regarded  the  in- 
crease among  the  negroes,  there  weic 
many  circumstances  which  affected  the  cal- 
culations, and  that  it  was  not  in  iiature  thsi 
such  increase  should  be  at  all  equal  to  tint 
of  other  masses  of  population.  He  wouU 
next  make  a  few  observations  with  respect 
to  the  decrease,  or  mortality,  of  the  colomil 
labourers.  The  planters  of  Demerara  had 
been  charged  with  over-working  their  slaveys 
and  this  had  been  advanced  against  them  as 
a  principal  cause  of  the  decrease  in  the  po- 
pulation of  that  colony ;  but  nothing  could 
be  more  unjust  or  unfounded.  If  the  n<^ 
were  over-worked,  his  life  would  be  short- 
ened. Now  he  would  recur  once  more  to 
the  return  of  the  deaths  at  Demerara,  and 
of  the  age  at  which  they  took  place,  and 
would  compare  them  with  a  like  number  cf 
deaths  in  different  places  in  this  country. 
This  comparison  would  enable  the  Hou^e 
to  arrive  at  a  correct  judgment,  and  for.thi^ 
purpose  he  referred  to  the  Appendix  to  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  Factory  Bill,  wherein  it 
appeared  that,  in  a  number  of  10,000deatb 
in  a  healthy  county  (Rutland)  in  England, 
under  20  years  of  age  3,756,  under  40 
years  of  age,  5,031  died;  lived  to  4^ 
years  and  upwards,  4,969 ;  in  this  Me- 
tropolis, under  20  years  of  age,  4,580  died  ; 
under  40  years  of  age,  6,1 11  died :  li\'ed  to 
40  years  and  upwaras,  3,889 :  in  the  town 
of  Preston,  under  20  yean  of  age|6,08S  died , 
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under  40  years  of  age^  7>462  died;  lived  to 
40  years  and  upwards^  2,538  ;  in  the  town 
of  Leeds,  under  20  years  of  age,  6,313  died; 
under  40  years  of  age,  7>741  died;  lived  to 
40  years  and  upwards,  Q,559 :  in  the  town 
of  Bolton,  under  20  years  of  age,  6, 1 1 3  died ; 
under  40  years  of  age,  7,459  died ;  lived  to 
40  years  and  upwards,  2,541.  Now,  in  De- 
merara,  it  appeared  by  the  last  Registration, 
that  the  deaths  during  the  triennial  period 
were  7,01 6— of  whom  died  under  20  years 
of  age,  1,929  ;  died  under  40  years  of  age, 
3,359 ;  and  3,657  lived  to  upwards  of  40 
years  of  age.     Supposing  then  the  number 
of  deaths  to  have  been  10,000,  instead  of 
7,016,  the  result  would  be— died  under  20 
years  of  age,  2,749 ;  died  under  40  years  of 
age>  4,788 ;  and  lived  to  40  and  upwards, 
5,2 1 2 ;  being  243  infavour  of  the  duration  of 
life  in  the  Colony  of  Demerara,  as  compared 
with  the  healthy  county  of  Rutland,  and  an 
enormous  difference  in  favour  of  the  colony 
as  compared  with  the  towns  before  men- 
tioned.     After  this    plain    statement,  it 
would    be    difficult    to    maintain,    that 
mortality     in    the    Colony    was    to    be 
ascribed  to  excessive  labour.    There  was 
another  point  of  view  in  which  he  desired  to 
place  this  interesting  subject — he  meant  the 
average  mortality  of  Demerara  as  compared 
to  other  places.     The  average  range  of 
mortality  m  Demerara  was  as  1  in  37,  while 
it  was  1  in  60  in  England  and  Wales,  in 
Sweden  1  in  48,  in  Nice  1  in  31,  1  in  32  in 
Paris ;  1  in  25  in  Rome ;  1  in  24  in  Amster- 
dam; in  Vienna  1  in  22} ;  showing  that  the 
average  mortality  in  Demerara  was  less  than 
the  average  mortality  in  the  principal  cities 
and  countries  of  Europe.     Yet  Demerara 
had  been  described  as  that  place  where  the 
planters  were  most  reckless  of  human  life, 
and  most  destitute  of  humane  feeling.     It 
should  be  further  remarked,  that  the  return, 
from  Demerara  included  only  the  slave  or 
working  population;  while  the  return  from 
the  European  cities  embraced  high  and  low, 
those  who  lived  in  luxurious  ease,  and  those 
who  had  to  toil,  and  were  exposed  to  all  the 
accidents  of  toil  for  their  scanty  living. 
These  observations,  which  applied  strictly 
only  to  Demerara,  might  be  extended  to  all 
the  other    colonies.     It  proved  that  the 
statement  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  made  the  other  evening  as  to  the  popu- 
lation of  the  colonies  was  neither  figur  nor 
just,     He  would  not  make  any  lengthened 
observations  on  the  scheme  of  the  Govern- 
ment, altered  as  that  had  been,  but  there 
were  two  tests  by  which  that  and  aU  other 
Mhemes  ipust  be  tried.    How  would  it 


affect  the  slaves,  and  how  would  it  affect 
the  planters  ?    He  did  not  think  it  would 
be  either  humane  towards  the  negroes,  or 
honest  to  the  proprietors .     By  reducing  and 
destroying  the  planters,  he  believed  that,  in 
its  effects,  it  would  be  both  inhuman  and 
dishonest.     He  did  not  object  to  the  first 
Resolution ;  it  was  the  lineal  descendant  of 
the  Resolutions  of  1 823.     The  plan,  how. 
ever,  neither  consulted  the  welfare  of  the 
slave  nor  the  interest  of  the  proprietors.    If 
the  House  could  accomplish  with  safety  the 
transition  from  slavery  to  free  labour,  it 
would  confer  the  greatest  possible  boon  on 
the  West-I ndian  proprietors.  They  desired  it 
to  a  man  but  the  negro  would  receive  no  im- 
mediate bene6t  from  this  plan.  The  appren- 
ticeship, at  the  end  of  twelve  years,  would 
still  leave  him  a  dead  weight  on  the  planters; 
and  there  was  a  party  in  England  which 
would  allow  them  to  have  no  quiet  while  a 
slave  or  the  descendant  of  a  slave  remained 
alive.     He  would  be,  at  the  end  of  his  ap- 
prenticeship, a  burthen  on  the  property,  and 
the  proprietor  would  be  even  then   the 
victim  of  the  outcry  against  slavery.     It 
wasexpected  by  those  who  proposed  the  plan, 
that  the  slave  would  have  motives  for  toil  in 
the  artificial  excitements  of  civilization ;  but 
those  who  calculated  thus  knew  nothing 
of  the  slaves.     The  negro  could  not  com- 
prehend the  motives  of  which  civilized  man 
admitted  the  force  and  admired  the  opera- 
tion.    Under  one  of  those  wise  documents 
which  had  formerly  been  sent  to  the  colo. 
nies,  the  slaves  had  been  made  assessors, 
but  that  title  had  no  charms  for  them. 
They  did  not  comprehend  that  gratification 
which  being  addressed  by  the  name  of  a 
Juryman  was  felt  by  us,  and  formed  a 
motive  for  overlooking  the  trouble  of  the 
office.     The  property  of  the  masters  would 
be  immediately  injured    by   the   scheme. 
They  would  have,  as  at  present,  all  the 
expense  of  the  total  outlay,  with  the  addi- 
tional cost  of  a  scale  of  wages.    The  planters 
would  not  have  one  benefit  from  the  scheme, 
except  the  loan,  which  amounted  to  no- 
thing*    It  had  been  calculated  on  wrong 
data.     He  knew  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
had  returned  1,500,000/.  as  the  income  of 
the  colonies,  but  that  included  only  the 
absentee  income.    The  whole  income  ought 
to  be  included — the  whole  exports  to  all 
other  parts  of  the  world,  as  well  as  to  Great 
Britain ;  and  that  would  give  a  very  differ- 
ent result.     He  knew  it  was  unpopular  to 
say,  that  the  planters  had  a  right  of  pro- 
perty in  their  slaves ;  but  he  asked,  what 
species  of  property  could  \ic  considered  ^e 
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of  population  so  artiiicially  aggregated  toge- 
ther^ that,  consisting  of  100,000  individuals, 
one  half  of  them,  at  a  given  period,  exceeded 
fifty  years  of  age.  It  must  be  self-evident 
that  with  a  population  of  superannuated 
elements,  such  a  society  could  not,  by  what 
Gibbon  calls  ''  the  milder,  but  more  tedious 
method  of  propagation,"  do  otherwise  than 
materially  fall  on  for  a  great  number  of 
years ;  and^  in  fact,  it  must  continue  to  de- 
cline till  the  population  arrived  at  that  point 
at  which  its  different  portions  at  the  re- 
spective ages  became  arranged  in  their  na- 
tural order.  That  observation  applied  to 
the  case  of  Demerara.  The  average  age  of 
the  whole  population  was  upwards  of  thirty- 
four  years;  and  it  was  of  importance  to 
observe,  that  the  ages  of  all  slaves,  and  more 
particularly  of  Africans^  grown  up,  were 
necessarily  put  down  conjecturally  in  the 
first  registry,  to  which  all  the  succeeding 
ones  conformed.  The  negroes  themselves, 
could  throw  no  light  on  their  own  age,  as 
they  are  notoriously  defective  in  their  notions 
of  time,  and  careless  in  observing  the  order 
and  succession  of  events ;  and  it  was  indis- 
putable that,  in  general,  the  ages  assigned 
were  below  the  real  ones.  Forming,  as  the 
slave  did,  in  most  cases,  the  chief  part  of  the 
planters'  property,  they  were  naturally  anx- 
ious, in  putting  formally  on  record  a  de- 
scription of  it,  not  tounder-rate  its  value,  as 
many,  if  not  all  of  them  must  contemplate  an 
eventual  sale  or  mortgage  of  this  property ; 
and  thus  it  was  likely,  that  the  slaves,  then 
exceeding  twenty-five  to  thirty  years,  had 
in  general  their  ages  understated  by  four  to 
five  years.  This  would  tend  to  increase  the 
proportion  of  individuals  at  an  advanced 
age,  at  the  initial  period  ;  add  to  that  the 
great  original  disparity  of  the  sexes — and 
to  that  again  the  important  circumstance, 
that  nearly  55  per  cent,  or  upwards  of  one- 
half  of  the  population  of  1817,  were  Afri- 
cans imported  from  a  different  country  across 
the  Atlantic,  and  placed  in  new  circumstan- 
ces as  to  climate,  &c.;  and  when  all  that  was 
considered,  It  would  appear  wonderful  that 
the  aggregate  decrease  had  not  been  more.  1 1 
was  also  important  to  remark,  that  the  Afri- 
cans were  deeply  and  hereditarily  infected 
with  a  variety  of  diseases  peculiar  to  their 
race  and  conntry,  and  which  were  transmit- 
ted to  their  Creole  progeny,  and  no  doubt  it 
will  take  a  length  of  time  to  eradicate  them 
finally  from  their  descendants.  Of  these 
the  yaws  and  the  leprosy  might  be  men- 
tioned as  the  principal ;  but  there  were  other 
African  diseases  of  which  the  names  even 
wer«  not  known  to  European  physicians. 


For  these  reasons,  in  order  to  form  any  just 

conclusion,  it  was  necessary  to  look  at  the 

Creole  population.     The  question  then  is— 

what  result  did  that  population  exhibit? 

The    Creole    population,    in   1826,    was 

40,892,   of  which  21,032  were  females; 

from  that  period  it  might  be  assumed  that 

all  children  bom  were  the  o&pring  of  Creole 

mothers. 

The  number  of  Births  from  IS26  to 

1829,  was  .  .  .  4,679  >  2754 

Deaths  ofCreoleB  for  the  sAme  period  1,925  {    ' 
Births  from  1829  to  1832     .  .  4,090  >   ^m 

Deaths  of  Creoles  for  the  same  period  3, 1 66 1   ^^ 


Increase  •  3678 
in  six  years  on  a  population  of  40,892,  or 
near  9  per  cent.,  which  excluded  manumis- 
sion. This  period  was  taken,  because  it  was 
the  earliest  at  which  the  Creole  births  could 
be  fairly  considered  as  the  offspring  of  Creole 
mothers.  In  1817  the  number  of  African 
females  registered  was  17,893;  the  importa- 
tion from  Africa  having  ceased  in  1807, 
most  of  the  survivors  in  1 826  must  have 
been  past  child-bearing.  He  had  troubled 
the  House  with  these  particulars  in  or- 
der to  prove,  that  as  regarded  the  in- 
crease among  the  negroes,  there  were 
many  circumstances  which  affected  the  cal- 
culations, and  that  it  was  not  in  nature  that 
such  increase  should  be  at  all  equal  to  that 
of  other  masses  of  population.  He  would 
next  make  a  few  observations  with  respect 
to  the  decrease,  or  mortality,  of  the  colonial 
labourers.  The  planters  of  Demerara  had 
been  charged  with  over-working  their  slaves, 
and  this  had  been  advanced  against  them  as 
a  principal  cause  of  the  decrease  in  the  po. 
pulation  of  that  colony ;  but  nothing  could 
be  more  unjust  or  unfounded.  If  the  negro 
were  over.worked,  his  life  would  be  short- 
ened. Now  he  would  recur  once  more  to 
the  return  of  the  deaths  at  Demerara,  and 
of  the  age  at  which  they  took  place,  and 
would  compare  them  with  a  like  number  of 
deaths  in  different  places  in  this  country. 
This  comparison  would  enable  the  House 
to  arrive  at  a  correct  judgment,  and  for.  this 
purpose  he  referred  to  the  Appendix  to  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  Factory  Bill,  wherein  it 
appeared  that,  in  a  number  of  10,000 deaths 
in  a  healthy  county  (Rutland)  in  England, 
under  20  years  of  age  3,756,  under  40 
years  of  age,  5,031  died;  lived  to  40 
yeare  and  upwards,  4,969;  in  this  Me- 
tropolis, under  20  years  of  age,  4,580  died ; 
under  40  years  of  ace,  6,1 11  died :  lived  to 
40  years  and  upwaras,  3,889 :  in  the  town 
of  Preston^  under  20  years  of  age^6|083  died  \ 
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under  40  years  of  age>  7>4€2  died;  lived  to 
40  years  and  upwards,  2,538  ;  in  the  town 
of  Leeds,  under  20  years  of  age,  6,313  died ; 
under  40  years  of  age,  79741  died;  lived  to 
40  years  and  upwards,  2,559  •*  in  the  town 
of  Bolton,  under  20  years  of  age,  6,113  died  ; 
under  40  years  of  age,  7>459  died ;  lived  to 
40  years  and  upwards,  2,541.  Now,  in  De- 
merara,  it  appeared  by  the  last  Registration, 
that  the  deaths  during  the  triennial  period 
were  7>Ol6— of  whom  died  under  20  years 
of  age,  1,9^9 ;  died  under  40  years  of  age, 
3,359 ;  and  3,657  lived  to  upwards  of  40 
years  of  age.  Supposing  then  the  number 
of  deaths  to  have  been  10,000,  instead  of 
7,01 6,  the  result  would  be — died  under  20 
years  of  age,  2,749 ;  died  under  40  years  of 
age,  4,788 ;  and  lived  to  40  and  upwards, 
5,2 1 2 ;  being  243  infavour  of  the  duration  of 
life  in  the  Colony  of  Demerara,  as  compared 
with  the  healthy  county  of  Rutland,  and  an 
enormous  difference  in  favour  of  the  colony 
as  compared  with  the  towns  before  men- 
tioned. After  this  plain  statement,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  maintain,  that 
mortality  in  the  Colony  was  to  be 
ascribed  to  excessive  labour.  There  was 
another  point  of  view  in  which  he  desired  to 
place  this  interesting  subject — he  meant  the 
average  mortality  of  Demerara  83  compared 
to  other  places.  The  average  range  of 
mortality  in  Demerara  was  as  1  in  37,  while 
it  was  1  in  60  in  England  and  Wales,  in 
Sweden  1  in  48,  in  Nice  1  in  31,  1  in  32  in 
Paris ;  1  in  25  in  Rome ;  1  in  24  in  Amster- 
dam; in  Vienna  1  in  22} ;  showing  that  the 
average  mortality  in  Demerara  was  less  than 
the  average  mortality  in  the  principal  cities 
and  countries  of  Europe.  Yet  Demerara 
had  been  described  as  diat  place  where  the 
planters  were  most  reckless  of  human  life, 
and  most  destitute  of  humane  feeling.  It 
should  be  further  remarked,  that  the  return, 
from  Demerara  included  only  the  slave  or 
working  population ;  while  the  return  from 
the  European  cities  embraced  high  and  low, 
those  who  lived  in  luxurious  ease,  and  those 
who  had  to  toil,  and  were  exposed  to  all  the 
accidents  of  toil  for  their  scanty  living. 
These  observations,  which  applied  strictly 
only  to  Demerara,  might  be  extended  to  all 
the  other  colonies.  It  proved  that  the 
statement  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  made  the  other  evening  as  to  the  popu- 
lation of  the  colonies  was  neither  fair  nor 
just,  He  would  not  make  any  lengthened 
observations  on  the  scheme  of  the  Govern- 
ment, altered  as  that  had  been,  but  there 
were  two  tests  by  which  that  and  all  other 
ichemei  wus(  be  tri^.    How  would  it 


affect  the  slaves,  and  how  would  it  affect 
the  planters  ?    He  did  not  think  it  would 
be  either  humane  towards  the  negroes,  or 
honest  to  the  proprietors .     By  reducing  and 
destroying  the  planters,  he  believed  that,  in 
its  effects,  it  would  be  both  inhuman  and 
dishonest.     He  did  not  object  to  the  first 
Resolution ;  it  was  the  lineal  descendant  of 
the  Resolutions  of  1823.     The  plan,  how. 
ever,  neither  consulted  the  welfare  of  the 
slave  nor  the  interest  of  the  proprietors.    If 
the  House  could  accomplish  with  safety  the 
transition  from  slavery  to  free  labour,  it 
would  confer  the  greatest  possible  boon  on 
the  West-Indian  proprietors.  They  desired  it 
to  a  man  but  the  negro  would  receive  no  im- 
mediate benefit  from  this  plan.  The  appren. 
ticeship,  at  the  end  of  twelve  years,  would 
still  leave  him  a  dead  weight  on  the  planters; 
and  there  was  a  party  in  England  which 
would  allow  them  to  have  no  quiet  while  a 
slave  or  the  descendant  of  a  slave  remained 
alive.     He  would  be,  at  the  end  of  his  ap« 
preptioeship,  a  burthen  on  the  property,  and 
the  proprietor  would  be  even  then   the 
victim  of  the  outcry  against  slavery.     I( 
wasexpected  by  those  who  proposed  the  plan, 
that  the  slave  would  have  motives  for  toil  in 
the  artificial  excitements  of  civilization ;  but 
those  who  calculated  thus  knew  nothing 
of  the  slaves.    The  negro  could  not  com- 
prehend the  motives  of  which  civilized  man 
admitted  the  force  and  admired  the  opera* 
tion.     Under  one  of  those  wise  documents 
which  had  formerly  been  sent  to  the  colo. 
nies,  the  slaves  had  been  made  assessors, 
but  that  title  had  no  charms  for  them. 
They  did  not  comprehend  that  gratification 
which  being  addressed  by  the  name  of  a 
Juryman  was  felt  by  us,  and  formed  a 
motive  for  overlooking  the  trouble  of  the 
office.     The  property  of  the  masters  would 
be  immediately  injured    by  the   scheme. 
They  would  have,  as  at  present,  all  the 
expense  of  the  total  outlay,  with  the  addi- 
tional cost  of  a  scale  of  wages.    The  planters 
would  not  have  one  benefit  from  the  scheme, 
except  the  loan,  which  amounted  to  no- 
thing.    It  had  been  calculated  on  wrong 
data.     He  knew  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
had  returned  1,500,000/.  as  the  income  of 
the  colonies,  but  that   included  only  the 
absentee  income.    The  whole  income  ought 
to  be  included — the  whole  exports  to  all 
other  parts  of  the  world,  as  well  as  to  Great 
Britain ;  and  that  would  give  a  very  differ- 
ent result.     He  knew  it  was  unpopular  to 
say,  that  the  planters  had  a  right  of  pro- 
perty in  their  slavcK ;  but  he  asked,  what 
species  of  property  could  be  considered  ^e 
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in  this  countiy,  if  tbeir  properl;y  in  slaves, 
which  had  been  secured  by  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment since  the  days  of  Elizabeth,  was  not 
to  be  considered  legal  and  secure  property  ? 
He  could  assure  the  House,  if  that  property 
were  not  safe,  it  would  be  time  ror  every 
man  to  look  at  home.  He  was  sure,  if  they 
violated  the  planters'  property,  it  would 
cause  a  great  convulsion  tnroughout  pro- 
perty in  this  country.  If  pubhc  faith  and 
public  law  were  to  be  observed,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  planters  was  as  secure  as  the 
property  of  any  other  persons.  The  hon. 
Member  referred  to  an  opinion  of  Lord 
Stowell's,  delivered  in  1827,  to  show  that 
emancipation,  to  be  just,  must  be  at  the 
expense  of  both  parties  ;  while  the  people 
of  England  seemed  to  think  it  ought  to  be 
cheap  to  them,  and  wholly  at  the  expense 
of  the  colonists.  Lord  Stowell  expressly 
stated,  that  slavery  was  the  crime  of  the 
whole  country,  ^nd  not  of  the  planters. 
The  hon.  Member  quoted  an  Act  for  ex. 
plainine  an  Act  of  Anne,  for  reducing  the 
sale  of  Interest,  which  expressly  secured  all 
the  mortgages  in  the  colonies  and  planta- 
tions. He  also  quoted  the  13th  Geo.  Srd, 
cap.  14,  for  epcouragins  foreigners  to  invest 
their  money  in  our  colonies,  which,  und$r 
that  Act,  they  had  done,  to  show  that  the 
Legislature  had  expressly  recognized  the 
property  in  slaves,  and  had  pledged  its  faith 
to  support  that  property.  As  foreigners 
had  been  encouraged  by  that  Act  to  invest 
their  property  in  our  colonies,  there  ought 
to  be  a  Congress  before  the  question  could 
be  settled.  He  admitted,  that  this  species 
of  property  was  repugnant — was  revolting; 
he  was  willing  to  put  an  end  to  it :  he  even 
implored  tlie  House  to  wipe  out  that  stain, 
hut  to  do  it  in  a  way  that  became  a  people 
of  high  honour  and  high  character.  The 
crime  was  national — ^l^t  the  expiation  be 
national.  He  asked  to  be  delivered  from 
sluverv,  but  let  it  not  be  done  at  the  de- 
St  met  ion  of  propcrtv.  If  that  was  not  an 
awful  subject,  he  Iwuew  of  none  oq  this 
side  the  grave  which  deserved  the  name. 
He  thought  the  words  of  Burke,  in  1775, 
were  applicuble  now.  Burke  said — *  Slaves 
'  as  these  unfortunate  black  people  are,  and 
'  dull  as  all  men  ai*e  from  slavery,  must 

*  they  not  a  little  suspect  the  offer  of  free- 
'  doni  from  that  very  nation  which  has  sold 

*  them  to  their  present  masters? — From 
'  that  nation,  one  of  whose  causes  of  quarrel 
'  with  those  mastery,  is  their  refusal  to  deal 
'  any  more  in  that  inhuman  traffic  }     An 

*  ulior  of  freedom  fnnn  England  would  come 

*  rathc^r  oddly,  shipjKHl  to  them  in  an  African 


'  vessel,  which  is  refused  an  entry  inta  th^ 
'  ports  of  Virginia  or  Carolina,  with  a  cargo 
'  of  300  Angola  negroes.  It  would  oe 
*  curious  to  see  the  Guinea  Captain  at« 
'  tempting  at  the  same  instant  to  publish 
'  his  procumation  of  liberty,  and  to  advcr- 
'  tise  his  sale  of  slaves.'  He  repeated,  then, 
that  it  was  an  awful  subject,  and  he  called 
on  them  to  look  at  St.  Ijomingo,  and  take 
wamine.  In  1791>  ^hat  was  a  flourishing 
industrious  island ;  now*  it  was  one  wide 
scene  of  licentiousness,  idlene^,  ^qd  pover. 
ty.  In  1791>  the  crops  were  valued  at 
6,000,000/.  sterling  j  in  1825,  when  the 
population  had  increased  by  400,000,  the 
value  of  the  crops  was  not  more  th&n 
420^000^  At  the  same  time,  the  interest 
of  money  was  seventy.five  per  cent,  and  the 
best  land  in  the  island  might  be  had  at  two 
and  a-half  years*  purchase.  He  again  con- 
jured them  to  take  warning  by  the  example 
of  St.  Domingo.  All  that  devastation  had 
been  broufi^t  about,  ip  spite  of  the  rareat 
talents  of  Toussaint  L'Ouverture,  of  which 
even  Bonaparte  was  jealous ;  and  in  spite 
of  all  the  vast  energy  of  dhristophe,  aide^ 
by  the  advice  and  asastance  of  liberal  men, 
both  in  Europe  and  America,  who  had  all 
struggled,  but  struggled  in  vain,  to  reduce 
the  emancipated  slaves  to  obedience  to  the 
laws,  and  to  establish  order.  The  hon. 
Member  next  referred  to  Venezuela,  where, 
he  said,  there  were  only  five  or  six  sugar 
plantations,  and  they  were  all  worked  bv 
slave  labour.  He  contended,  that  this 
showed  that  the  statements  of  the  ri^ht 
hon.  Gentleman  were  not  correct  He 
asserted,  that  all  the  planters,  and  all  the 
agents  of  -the  colonies,  and  all  the  persons 
connected  with  the  colonies,  who  were 
now  gathered  in  London,  looking  eagerly 
for  the  settlement  of  this  question,  were 
willing  to  lend  their  assistance  to  abolish 
slavery  with  safety  to  themselves*  He 
conferaed  himself  a  bad  advocate  of  their 
cause — quite  unequal  to  contend  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  those  great  men 
who  had  been  advocating  the  cause  qf  the 
slaves  for  years.  He  could  not  plume  him- 
self, that  any  shaft  of  his  would  rise  so  high 
as  theirs,  but  he  hoped  the  House  would 
at  least  give  him  credit  for  being  sincerely 
in  favour  of  the  cause  he  was  so  inade- 
quatelv  defending.  Both  as  the  Repre* 
sentative  of  an  enlightened  constituency, 
and  as  the  servant  of  Him,  aU  whose  ser- 
vices were  pleasant,  being  "perfect  fVee 
dom,"  he  was  bound  to  do  his  duty  ;  and, 
though  he  knew  the  course  he  was  pursu- 
ing was  at  present  unpopular,  to  shrink 
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ftom  the  perfonuance  of  hk  task  woul4  be 
unworthy  of  a  man  and  a  Christian. 

Mr.  Fowell  Buxton  admitted  the  sincerity, 
and  the  great  power  and  good  humour  with 
which  hiH  hon.  friend,  who  had  just  sat 
down,  had  so  ably  advocated  the  cause  of 
the  West  Indians.  The  hon.  Member  had 
chiefly  replied  to  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  he  was  sorry  to  say,  that  with  the 
latter  part  of  that  speech  he  did  not  agree. 
But  he  must  call  on  the  House  to  look  at 
facts  which  were  uncontradicted^  and  defied 
contradiction.  He  could  not  but  advert 
with  gratification  to  the  speeches  both  of 
the  riffht  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  noble 
Lord  (Howick) ;  for  in  them  he  found 
complete  justification  of  all  the  opinions  he 
had  ever  entertained,  and  of  the  course  he 
had  pursued.  His  motives  for  bringing 
forward  the  subject  had  been  impugned ; 
he  had  been  assailed  by  all  kinds  of  vitu. 
pcrative  epithets ;  and  should  he  be  again 
assailed  by  them,  he  would  point  to  the 
speeches  of  th^  noble  Lord  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  as  a  complete  justification. 
Now  np  longer  would  the  advoc|ttes  of 
slavery  be  itigmatiiped  by  the  grossest  epi- 
thetfl  which  could  be  extracted  from  the 
vocabulary  of  abuse.  The  noble  Lord 
(Howick)  had  afforded  the  most  substantial 
proof  of  the  sincerity  of  his  opinions  on  the 
subject  of  slavery  by  his  resignation  of  office 
•—opinions  which  it  had  been  stated  had 
been  first  implanted  in  his  mind  by  liim 
(Mr,  Buxton).  He  could  not,  however,  lay 
claim  to  this  honour,  though  perhaps  he 
might  have  had  reason  to  be  proud  of  so 
apt  and  able  a  pupil,  for  never  had  he  had 
the  honour  of^  one  moment's  conference 
with  that  noble  Lord  before  he  brought 
forward  the  proposition  which  had  re. 
dounded  so  much  to  his  credit.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  also  was  a  convert ;  but 
a  convert  to  facts,  and  not  to  any  influence. 
His  hon.  friend  had  dwelt  much  on  the 
state  of  the  population  of  the  West  Indies ; 
he  would  not  answer  that  part  of  his  hon. 
friend's  statement,  because  he  knew  it  was 
impossible  to  carry  a  long  array  of  6gures 
in  the  head,  and  he  had  already  forgotten 
those  of  his  hon.  friend.  'When  he  had 
been  about  to  make  such  a  statement,  he 
hod  tfubmitted  it  a  week  before  making  it 
to  the  House,  to  his  hon.  friend  ;  and  his 
hon.  friend  should  have  answered  then  if 
he  could.  His  hon.  friend  had  not,  on  this 
occasion,  conferred  a  similar  favour  on 
him,  and  he,  therefore,  was  not  prepared 
to  answer  his  hon.  friend's  statements.     It 


was  certainly  gratifying  to  him  to  find  that 
his  hon.  friend  had  now  endeavoured  to 
show  from  the  state  of  the  population,  as 
he  had  done  last  year,  what  was  the  con- 
dition of  the  slaves,  though  he  did  not 
think  that  the  observations  of  his  hon. 
friend  had  invalidated  his  arguments.  The 
diminution  of  the  female  population  was  as 
Great  as  that  of  the  male;  but  the  hon. 
Baronet  had  said,  that  a  similar  result 
would  be  found  in  this  country  on  looking 
at  those  classes  of  persons  who  were  em- 
ployed in  mines  and  factories ;  there  it 
would  be  found  that  the  population  dimin- 
ished. But  what  was  tne  fact  ?  Why, 
that  the  population  of  this  country  had 
increased,  while  the  slave  population  had 
diminished  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
52,000  within  the  last  ten  years,  fifow 
was  this  to  be  accounted  for^  u  it  had  not 
arisen  from  the  system  of  slavery?  But 
it  was  not  a  little  remarkable  that  no  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  as  yet  spoken  had 
absolutely  objected  to  the  liberation  of  the 
negroes,  although  the  observations  of  his 
hon.  friend  near  him,  upon  the  sti^te  of 
slavery  in  St.  t)omingo^  went  very  near 
the  point.  That  would,  however,  have  no 
avail  with  the  people  of  England.  'Their 
knowledge  on  the  subject  or  slavery,  and 
the  effects  produced  by  it,  had  increased  of 
late  years,  and  the  evidence  of  the  necessity 
for  negro  emancipation  had  largely  accu- 
mulated. For  instance,  the  fact  which  had 
been  frequently  adverted  to,  and  which  had 
been  repeated  on  that  evening,  that,  in  the 
proportion  that  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar- 
cane was  increa^vcd,  the  numbers  of  the 
negro  population  diminished.  It  had  been 
said  that,  at  St  Domingo,  the  quantity  of 
sugar  had  materially  diminished  ;  but  had 
the  Quantity  of  human  happiness  dimi. 
nished  ?  His  hon.  friend  admitted  that 
the  population  had  increased,  and  he  could 
prove  to  their  satisfaction  that  the  comforts 
and  improvement  of  the  people  had  lieen 
materially  promoted.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman below  him  had  referred  to  a  past 
speech  of  his,  to  show  that  he,  at  one  time, 
was  a  friend  to  gradual  emancipation.  He 
wished  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  gone 
on  to  the  Resolution  which  he  move^  in 
1823,  in  which  he  would  find  a  declaration 
that  slavery  was  contrary  to  the  principles 
of  the  British  Constitution,  and  of  the 
Christian  religion.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman appeared  to  suppose  that  he  did 
not,  in  those  days,  go  to  the  full  extent  of 
his  present  principles.  But  since  then  new 
information  had  been  obtained.     They  did 
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not  then  know,  as  they  did  now^  that  all 
attempts  at  gradual  emancipation  were  wild 
and  visionary.  They  acted  on  the  promise 
of  Mr.  Canning,  that  certain  ameliorations 
in  the  condition  of  the  slaves  should  take 
place ;  he  assuring  them  that  he  had  the 
authority  of  Government^  and  also  of  the 
West-India  hody  in  this  country^  for  mak- 
ing that  promise.  One  of  these  ameliora- 
tions was  the  instant  aholition  of  the  chas- 
tisement of  females.  Had  the  barbarous 
and  disgusting  practice  of  flogging  womcn^ 
however,  ceased  then  ?  Certainly  not.  In 
the  House  of  Assembly  in  Jamaica,  a  short 
time  back,  one  Member  had  the  courage  to 
move  its  abolition ;  he  found  a  seconder ; 
but  on  a  division,  he  had  only  one  person 
to  vote  for  his  motion.  Even  the  prejudices 
of  the  people  of  this  country  had  not  been 
consulted  in  this  instance^  and  the  reason 
why  he  now  listened  to  the  proportion  for 
a  gradual  abolition  arose  from  the  circum- 
stance of  all  the  promises  which  had  been 
fiven  remaining  unful611ed.  The  West 
ndians  were  perfectly  right  when  they 
asserted,  in  the  first  debate  that  took  place 
on  this  subject,  that  the  House  was  ignorant 
of  the  facts,  that  hon.  Members  knew 
nothing  about  the  real  state  of  the  case. 
That  was  no  more  than  the  truth ;  for  the 
disclosures  that  had  taken  place  since  fully 
showed  that  they  had  not  the  remotest  idea 
of  the  extravagant  horrors  of  the  whip,  or 
of  the  amount  of  the  diminution  that  took 
place  annually  in  the  negro  population. 
Lord  Seaford,  when  Mr.  Ellis,  had  repre- 
sented the  whip  to  be  nothing  more  than 
a  symbol  of  office,  a  mere  harmless  instru- 
ment in  the  hands  of  overseers ;  but  how 
turned  out  the  fact  ?  Why,  that  it  was 
established  by  the  evidence  of  a  Parlia- 
mentary Return,  that  in  the  colony  of 
Demerara,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  lashes 
had  been  inflicted  on  the  unhappy  slaves 
by  this  instrument  of  cruel  torture.  The 
House  and  the  country  were  not,  in  fact, 
in  1823,  aware  of  many  of  those  important 
circumstances  which  had  since  come  to  Hght. 
They  were  not  aware  of  the  fact  of  the 
depopulation  consequent  on  the  cultivation 
of  sugar — they  were  not  acquainted  with 
the  lashing  of  women.  In  those  days  there 
was  not  the  same  opposition  to  the  moral 
and  religious  education  of  the  negroes.  In 
those  days  there  were  no  Church  Colonial 
Unions.  In  those  days  there  were  no  in. 
stances  of  negroes  bemg  tried,  convicted, 
and  punished  for  no  other  offence  than  that 
of  worshipping  Cod  after  the  dictates  of 
their  own  consciences.    There  were  no  in- 


stances of  Magistrates,  so  far  from  attempt- 
ing to  suppress  riots,  assisting  in  pulling 
down  chapels  with  their  own  hands.  There 
were  then  no  instances  of  missionaries  being 
hunted  for  their  lives,  or  of  their  disap. 
pointed  hunters  wreaking  their  vengeance 
by  tarring  and  feathering  innocent  children. 
These  things  were  not  then  known  and  un- 
derstood^ or  the  people  of  England  woukl 
doubtless  have  raised  their  voice  as  loudly 
and  as  energetically  as  they  had  now  done. 
He  had  frequently  been  called  headstrong 
and  insolent,  but  now  the  charge  against 
hiin  seemed  to  be,  that  he  had  not  gone 
far  enough :  if,  however,  he  had  neglected 
the  interests  of  the  negro,  he  would  endea- 
vour to  make  him  reparation  on  the  present 
occasion  ;  and,  therefore,  when  they  came 
in  Committee  to  that  part  of  the  plan 
which  called  on  the  negro  to  work  three- 
fourths  of  his  time  without  reward,  it 
being,  at  the  same  time,  admitted  that 
the  negroes  required  the  instigation  of 
the  strongest  inducements  to  labour,  he 
should,  on  the  principles  and  facts  stated  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself,  give  that 
part  of  the  plan  his  utmost  opposition.  It 
had  been  denied  by  some  that  flogging  wan 
still  practised ;  but  though  he  didnot  wish 
to  dwell  on  instances  of  atrocity  and  cruelty, 
ho  might  refer  to  the  case  of  Henry 
Williams,  a  negro,  who  distinguished  him- 
self during  the  insurrection  by  the  preser- 
vation of  his  master's  property,  which  he 
afterwards  delivered  up  to  him  in  full 
cultivation.  Mr.  Betty's  overseer,  who  had 
no  other  fault  to  find  with  him,  said,  that 
if  he  went  to  chapel,  he  should  be  sent  to 
Rodney  Hall  Workhouse — a  dreadful  pun- 
ishment. Henry  Williams  went  to  chapel ; 
he  was  accordingly  sent  to  Rodney  Hall 
prison,  and  flogged.  A  female  slave  dared 
to  sigh.  Mr.  Betty  immediately  cried, 
"  hand  out  that  hidy  ! " — ^and  she  was  laid 
down,  and  flogged.  Williams  was  punished 
so  severely,  that  his  back  was  a  mass  of 
corruption.  This  was  all  admitted  in  the 
evidence  before  the  Committee,  it  was  not 
mere  statement.  Complaint  was  made  to 
Sir  George  Murray,  a  most  amiable  and 
estimable  man.  Sir  George,  with  proper 
indignation,  immediately  called  on  Mr. 
Betty  to  account  for  his  conduct,  but  he 
refused  to  answer  the  iuteirogatoiies.  He 
did  not  deny  having  the  female  laid  on  the 
ground  and  flogged;  but  contended  that 
he  had  a  right  so  to  do,  and  that  he  did  not 
exceed  the  legal  punishment  of  thirty-nine 
lashes.  If,  contended  this  man,  the  right 
hon.  Secretary  t)iought  |t  ooqtrary  to  Uw^ 
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lie  was  leady  to  sufaniit  the  case  to  a  Jury 
*of  twelve  honest  planters,  who  would  con* 
vince  him^  that  he  had  not  exceeded  the 
undouhted  right  of  a  West- Indian  overseer. 
When  the  case  was  hrought  home,  it  was 
found  that  this  doctrine  was  correct  in  law, 
and  he  then  held  in  his  hand  an  extract 
from  Lord  Goderich's  despatch,  in  which 
he  said  '*  there  is  no  illegality  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Mr.  Betty ;  the  only  complaint 
that  can  he  made  against  him  is,  that  he 
has  exercised  legal  powers  in  an  illegal 
manner.'*  He  would  hring  into  the  House 
a  witness,  whose  testimony  could  not  be 
impeached,  one  of  the  Five  Deputies  from 
the  Colonies,  and  the  only  one  who  refused 
to  n^ociate  with  Government — ^he  meant 
Mr.  Burnley.  What  was  the  picture  he 
gave  of  slavery  in  a  pamphlet  which  he 
published  ?  He  spoke  of  it  as  a  system  of 
great  enormity,  infamous  and  disgraceful — 
that  the  present  unnatural  state  of  society 
in  the  West  Indies  was  without  parallel  in 
the  history  of  the  world — that  it  was  harsh 
in  its  features,  revolting  to  every  free-bom 
mind,  and  required  the  aid  of  many  evils  to 
prop  and  support  it.  He  also  said  the 
subject  was  one  which  was  surrounded  by 
unconquerable  difficulties,  and  that  the  evils 
of  slavery  could  not  be  remedied  by  any. 
thing  short  of  its  total  abolition ;  and  he 
did  not  fail  to  observe,  that  in  every 
language,  whip  and  slavery  were  found  in 
juxta-position— that  they  were  parts  of  the 
same  system,  and  would  stand  or  fall 
together.  The  description  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  flattering  when  com- 
pared with  that  of  this  unexceptionable 
evidence.  He  could  not  help  saying  this-— 
that  from  all  the  facts  which  had  come  to 
his  knowledge,  and  from  the  communica- 
tions which  he  received,  both  public  and 
private,  his  mind  was  deeply  impressed 
with  a  conviction  that  a  servile  war  would 
he  the  inevitable  consequence  of  deferring 
emancipation.  He  did  not  wish  to  enter 
into  this  painful  subject.  He  gave  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  however,  full  credit 
for  fab  propositions,  which,  together  with 
his  speech,  would  go  a  great  way  to  diminish 
the  probability  of  that  disastrous  event. 
The  negroes  had  common  sense,  and,  there- 
fore, he  had  no  doubt  they  would  see  the 
strong  interest  which  they  had  in  peace 
and  tranquillity  under  present  circum- 
stances. He,  however,  most  sincerely 
hoped  that  nothing  would  induce  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  to  postpone  the  settle. 
ment  of  the  question  beyond  the  present 
Session.     No  wisdom,  no  foresight  could 
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avert  the  doom  of  slavery ;  but  wisdom  and 
foresight  might  influence  the  mode  of  its 
termination.  It  might  fall  by  violence,  or 
it  might  expire  in  peace.  It  might  term- 
inate as  it  did  in  St  Domingo,  amidst  the 
horrors  of  a  servile  war,  or  it  might  be 
concluded  with  peace,  safety,  and  benefit 
to  all  parties.  The  negro  character  was 
detennination,  and  their  determination 
was  not  to  work.  He  would  refer  only  to 
one  instance ;  he  did  not  refer  to  it  as  a 
case  of  atrocity,  but  simply  in  illustration 
of  this  statement.  After  the  late  insurrec- 
tion, a  negro  was  tried,  but  there  not  being 
suflicient  evidence,  he  was  acquitted.  'He 
was  told  to  return  to  his  work  ;  he  refused, 
and  declared  that  he  would  never  work 
again  unless  for  wages.  Loaded  muskets 
were  pointed  at  his  breast,  and  he  was 
ordered  to  return  home  to  work  or  prepare 
for  death ;  he  reiterated  his  determination 
to  die  rather  than  work  without  remunera- 
tion. He  was  shot.  When  the  negroes  could 
furnish  heroes  and  martyrs  as  this  man 
certainly  was  to  his  determination,  what 
•was  to  be  expected  ?  There  was  one  other 
topic  to  which  he  might  be  expected  to 
advert — namely,  the  probable  conduct  of 
the  negro  when  emancipated.  He  should 
take  an  opportunity  of  entering  upon  that 
more  fully  on  another  occasion.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  he  should  be  able  to  prove, 
that  if  they  would  give  the  negro  wages, 
he  would  work  for  wages ;  and  if  this  had 
not  been  already  established,  it  was  the 
fault  of  those  who  would  not  give  wages, 
and  not  owing  to  any  refusal  on  the  part  of 
the  negroes.  He  did  not  claim  for  the 
negroes  that  they  should  be  exempt  from 
labour ;  all  he  claimed  for  them  was  the 
rights  of  human  beings.  He  did  not  wish 
to  enter  into  abstract  arguments ;  but  as  an 
hon.  Gentleman  had  concluded  his  speech 
by  a  quotation  from  Shakspeare,  he  would 
conclude  his  by  referring  to  a  higher  author- 
ity— Mr.  Justice  Blackstone— who  said, 
"  that  life  and  liberty  may  be  said  to  be 
absolute  rights,  which  belong  to  persons  in 
a  state  of  nature,  which  every  being  born 
in  the  world  has  a  right  to  enjoy,  and 
which  no  human  legislation  has  a  right  to 
abridge  or  destroy,  unless  the  party  commit 
some  criminal  act  which  shall  amount  to  a 
forfeiture  of  his  right."  This,  therefore, 
he  applied  to  negroes— and  whether  they 
would  work  or  not,  whether  they  preferred 
to  live  in  a  simple,  or,  as  we  might  call  it, 
savage  state,  they  had  still  that  unalienable 
right  which  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone  referred 
to— they  were  stjU  men^  and  as  men  un, 
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convicted  of  crimej  they  bad  a  just  claim 
to  be  free.  He  sought  for  tbem  the  pure> 
primitivei  eternal  rights  of  man,  If  on  a 
future  occasion  it  should  turn  out  that  they 
would  not  work,  still  he  would  say,  they 
were  not  the  less  entitled  to  the  liberty  given 
them  by  the  laws  of  nature,  and  which  by 
the  laws  of  England  had  been  taken  away 
from  them  to  substitute  the  abominable 
cruelties  of  our  own.  It  only  remained  for 
him  to  state  the  course  he  should  adopt  in 
relation  to  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. Though  he  opposed  parts  of  it,  yet 
he  thought  some  of  the  propositions  madi? 
that  night  were  great  amendments,  and 
would  proveverysatisfactory  to  the  friends  of 
emancipation.  If  the  opposition  were  suc- 
cessful, it  was  probable  they  would  lose  the 
benefits  of  this  measure  altogether ;  and  fo 
sure  as  that  was  the  case,  so  sure  woyld 
life  and  property  be  unsafe  in  the  colonies, 
had  already  been  stated  in   a  report 
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signed  by  Mr.  Burge  and  other  West- India 
agents.  The  hon.  Gentleman  concluded 
by  declaring,  that  he  saw  no  alternative  in 
the  rejection  of  this  measure  but  the  precir 
pitation  of  emancipation  by  bloodshed  and 
violence.  He  wished  one  verbal  alteration 
in  the  part  which  spoke  of  the  proprietors 
of  slaves.  He  would  not  recognize  even  in 
words  a  property  in  man.  Though  he 
should  be  sorry  to  vote  against  an  Amend- 
ment embracing  his  own  principles,  yet  he 
was  bound  to  consult,  in  the  first  place,  the 
welfare  of  the  negro,  and  a  regard  for  his 
interest  compelled  him  to  support  the  pro- 
position of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  Ward  supported  the  plan  proposed 
by  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  illustrated 
the  probability  of  its  success,  by  a  reference 
to  Spanish  America.  In  Guatemala  and 
Mexico,  especially,  the  colonial  produce 
was  veiy  considerable,  and  yet  there  were 
710  slaves.  The  whole  was  the  result  of 
free  labour.  Before  the  revolution,  planters, 
finding  the  expense  of  importing  slaves 
to  be  very  great,  had  encouraged  marriages 
between  the  slaves  already  in  their  posses- 
sion, and  the  native  women ;  and  had,  in 
most  instances,  consulted  their  comfort  and 
advantage.  The  consequence  was,  that 
when  the  revolution  broke  out,  the  negroes 
adhered  as  free  labourers  to  their  masters. 
The  whole  of  the  regulations  respecting 
them  were  under  the  superintendence  of 
district  Magistrates;  and,  although  they 
were,  of  course,  not  the  most  intelligent  of 
Human  beings,  they  had  no  difficulty  in 
deciding  the  points  brought  before  them. 
The  cost  of  production  iu  Mexico  was  even 


]fiss  than  in  Qnim$  wborq,  neT«rAdfil9»  it 

was  said  that  great  skill  e^i^ted  ^  flgri* 
culture.  150  free  labourers  i|i  Giiate- 
mala  produced  twice  the  quantity  of  sugar 
that  wa^  produojsd  hy  150  slaves  in  CMba. 
But  there  was  another  great  advantaee-^ 
the  alx)litinn  in  jBpanish  Aii|.e|ic^  or  aU 
those  hateful  distinctions  between  man  and 
man  by  which  North  America  was  polluted. 
Howpver  inferipr  Spanish  America  might 
be  in  other  re^iectSi  in  that  sh§  ^as  trans- 
cendant,  The  sound  of  the  >vhip  wpuld 
never  agaiii  b^  there  h^ard*  Adverting  tP 
Cuba,  the  hon.  Gentleman  observed*  th^t 
put  pf  a  population  of  750  000  only  260,000 
were  slaves ;  )vherei|Sj  in  the  population  of 
our  colonies,  on]y  op^  out  of  twelve  or  one 
out  of  fift^n  was  frpe»  To  vvhut  did 
Cuba  oyve  the  advs^ptages  which  }t  pus- 
spssed  ?  To  the  Spanish  Colonial  Cot|e. 
That  cpde  secured  every  ^laye  on  hh 
entrance  iptP  bpodagfi  fpiir  ?p>§cia}  jrigbts* 
Tbe  first  was  thp  right  of  chftnging  ipasters ; 
tjip  *eppnd  the  right  of  niRrriage ;  tfee  thirf 
the  right  of  quiring  ^nd  npldipg  pro- 

pprty  i  the  fou»3j  tb^  right  of  ^©uloyiiig 

th^t  property  ifi  the  r^pgption  ^ther  of 
their  wivejj,  their  phiWrep,  pr  theqjsrfves. 

A  Spanish  Alci|d^  or  Pifitrlc^  M^§^tCj 

was  the  sole  Jiidge  of  the  disputes  l^t>veai 
the  slaves  and  their  employers.  All  these 
regulations  were  foqnd  highly  bpnefidal  in 
Cuba,  and  if  beneficial  in  Cuba,  which  grc>7 
a  fifth  of  the  whole  sugar  produced,  why 
should  they  not  be  beneficial  in  islands 
which  differed  from  Cuba  only  ii|  this — 
that  Cuba  was  under  Spanish  lawSj  and 
they  were  under  English  laws.^  If  a 
general  convulsion  were  to  take  place  to. 
morrow  in  the  West  Indics>  he  believed 
that  Cuba,  in  consequence  of  ^he  conduct 
pursued  by  the  planter^  towards  the  slaveii, 
would  escape  the  ruin.  It  was  impos»ble, 
however,  to  look  at  the  question  only  in  a 
moral  and  a  religious  poii^t  of  view;  it 
must  likewise  hi;  regarded  with  a  reference 
to  the  great  interests  at  stake.  It  was 
evident  that  slavery  h^d  for  ever  ceased  to 
exist.  Public  opinion  had  spoken  on  that 
point  with  a  voice  of  thunder.  But  it  wax 
as  evident  that  instant  eniai)cipftion  wt3 
impossible.  There  must  be  a  probatioDacy 
stage  between  slavery  and  freedom.  Al- 
though the  proposition  of  the  right  hon. 
Secretary  of  Stfite  delayed  the  arrival  of 
entire  freedom,  it  delayed  it  only  th^t 
freedom  might  be  more  valuable  and  secure. 
It  had  been  said,  that  the  systeip  uf  cqrporal 
|)unishment  ought  to  be  abolishpd  ^  but  it 
was  scarcely  possible  tliat  the  power  of 
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iBffiediig  it  diould  fae  abused  when  placed 
in  the  hmi  of  Magistrates  eent  out  from 
tUt  countiy.  The  case  of  St.  Dombgo 
liad  been  referred  to ;  but  if  thef  looked 
to  the  laws  of  Toussaint  and  DessalineSy 
they  would  find  that  although  the  whip  was 
abolished^  all  the  black  population  not  in 
the  nilitary  service  w^ie  adtcripU  gUdce, 
and  even  women  could  not  proceed  from 
one  district  to  another  without  the  permis- 
sion of  a  Magistrate.  In  such  a  climate  it 
was  not  possible  to  trust  to  the  stimulus  of 
waffcs  alone;  it  should  not^  therefore,  go 
fbrtn  that  free  labour  was  sure  to  prove  the 
most  economical  mode  of  cultivation,  for  it 
would  not  be  so  unless  there  was  some 
systematic  preparation.  In  fact  it  appeared 
impossible  at  present  that  the  stimulus  of 
wages  alone  should  be  sufficient  in  a  conn. 
Vej  in  which  the  wants  of  man  were  so 
eaalr  provided.  There  must  be  some 
graaual  method  for  bringing  that  about, 
and  that  gradual  method  his  Majesty's 
Ministen  had  discovered.  With  respect  to 
oosipttiMntkm,  he  undoubtedly  thought  that 
the  planters  were  entitled  to  it  He  did 
not  think  that  the  House  had  a  right  to 
aaintain  any  great  abstract  principle  with** 
out  a  reference  to  the  interests  which  might 
be  aacrificed  by  it  He  was  not,  therefore, 
one  of  those  who  thought  that  Emancipa. 
tion  might  take  place  at  once,  or  be  cele- 
brated on  his  Majesty's  next  birthday. 
He  could  not  blind  himself  to  the  wide, 
spread  misery  and  devastation  which  such 
a  proposition  was  calculated  to  produce,  and 
therefore,  in  his  opinioni  the  compensation 
might  even  have  gone  farther  with  aidvantage 
than  was  proposed.  He  had  approved  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  slaves  were  to 
work  out  the  loan  in  the  shape  of  wages, 
and  he  was  sorrv  to  hear  that  that  part  of 
the  plan  was  reunquished.  As  to  convert- 
ing the  loan  into  a  gift,  that  seemed  to  him 
to  be  highly  expedient;  convinced  as  he 
vvas  that  the  West- India  proprietors  wouhl 
be  unable  to  repav  the  money.  He  was  far 
from  being  an  advocate  of  the  system  pur- 
sued in  the  West  Indies ;  but  let  it  be 
recollected  that  the  responsibility  of  that 
system  did  not  rest  on  the  West-India  Pro^ 
prietors.  It  rested  on  the  British  Parlia- 
ment For  above  two  centuries  the  British 
Parliament  had  held  out  inducements  to 
persons  to  invest  their  capital  in  West- 
India  property ;  and  those  inducements  had 
been  held  out  to  persons  as  intelligent  and 
enlightened  as  themselves.  He  trusted, 
therefore,  that  the  proposed  plan  might  be 
sudopted ;  and  he  trusted  also  that  it  would 


have  the  co-operation  of  the  jdanters,  with* 
out  which  it  could  not  be  successfuL 

The  House  resumed,  the  Chairman 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Friday^  May  31,  1833. 

MiNOTss.!  Bilb.  Read  a  leoond  Ume :— Dranutie  Autbon : 
Md  SoapDutfo. 

Pialitiaiw  praNnted.  By  tbe  Maiqiiai  ot  LMrmowv,  tram 
Wiltshire;  and  by  Lord  Ltnohurst,  Awn  wreral  Placea* 
agaimt  the  19th  Clause  of  the  Local  JurbdieCkm  BilL-« 
By  Lotd  PouriHOEB,  team  HalneO,  flir  the  AmwirtiiiiiH 
of  Um  Lam  rdatife  to  Highwsyi...^  ttie  llaiqiMiB  «r 
WssTMiif RTRR,  ftom  a  Wedeyan  Congregation  at  Lynn* 
to  Exempt  all  Placet  of  Rdigtous  Wonhip  ftom  the  Pay- 
anent  of  ftalafc— By  the  Bishop  of  CA«iialJi>  ftoni  his 
Diocese,  agilnt  the  Ixish  Qundi  Reftma  BUL—By 
the  Aidtbishap  of  York,  ftom  Nottingham,  for  the 
Belter  Observaoee  of  the  Lotd'k  Day  t  and  by  the  mim^ 
and  tte  MarquoH  of  Waatiraiarsa,  ftoai  a  Nunbai  of 
Places,  against  Slarcfy.— By  Lord  Sboratb,  from  SUib- 
bridge{  and  by  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Waixa,  fhrni 
Norttiwidi,  i«aiast  the  Sale  of  Beer  AoL— By  the  Earl  of 
Santur,  ftom  seecral  Places,  foe  an  Aiteiatioa  in  th* 
Law  idating  to  Catholic  Marriages.— «y  the  Eari  of 
ABSRDEBr,  (Mm  the  Medical  Prafltittonen  of  Kingrtoo- 
tipaift-H«ili  and  by  the  Loan  Cbahcbllm,  ftum  Ite 
RoyidCoUe^oCSuigfaDS,  Edlabuigh,  ft*  an  AltcmliMi 
fai  the  Apotheoariea  Act — By  the  Lord  CMANCSLiMk, 
fhim  two  Piacsa*  tag  a  Better  Obsenranoe  of  Oie  Lotd% 
Dayi  ftm  the  Jews  of  Portsmouth,  for  a  Remoral  dt 
their  Civil  DiiabUlties;  fVom  Hanowgate,  agalaat  th« 
Asamed  Taxes :  from  a  Unitarian  Coogregatian  of  Sa^ 
fold,  for  Impiwements  in  EdtieatSon  t  fiwA  Nowcailie- 
apoB>Tyn^  for  the  Reyidon  of  Petty  Coum. 

Game  Laws.]  The  Duke  of  WelUng" 
ton  presented  a  Petition  against  the  Game 
Laws  from  tbe  operative  Gun-makers  of 
London  and  Birmingham.  His  Grace 
expressed  his  conviction  that,  since  the 
passing  of  the  last  Act,  poaching  had  in- 
creased in  the  part  of  the  country  in  which 
he  principally  resided,  and  this  he  at- 
tributed to  the  fact  that  persons  who  had 
game  were  enabled  to  sell  it  without  any 
inquiry  being  made  as  to  the  way  in  which 
it  came  into  their  possession,  ne  was  so 
certain  that  the  evils  of  poaching  had  in* 
creased,  that  he  had  determined  to  give 
up  preserving  game,  and  he  was  only  pre- 
vented by  knowing  that  his  keepers  would 
then  be  thrown  out  of  employment.  He 
had  lost  one  servant  in  an  affray  with 
poachers,  and  he  thought  therefore  that 
it  was  time  to  give  up  preserving  game. 
He  repeated,  that  he  attributed  ^  the  in- 
crease of  poaching  to  the  last  Game  Act. 

The  Marquess  of  Westmintter  defended 
the  law  in  its  present  state.  In  fact,  the 
Act  had  not  been  passed  long  enough  to 
allow  of  a  fair  estimate  being  made  of  its 
merits.    As  far,  however,  as  he  was  ac- 
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quainted  with  its  operation,  it  had  not  in- 
creased poaching. 

The  Earl  of  Malmeshury  observed,  that 
all  his  anticipations  with  respect  to  the 
effect  of  the  recent  measure  had  been 
realized.  Two-thirds  of  the  gun-makers 
in  the  kingdom  were  out  of  employment. 
The  poacher  now  brought  his  spoil  to  an 
open  market.  All  shooting  upon  suffer- 
ance was  at  an  end.  The  value  of  the 
game  was  now  looked  at  in  shillings  and 
pence,  and  nobody  was  allowed  to  shoot. 
It  was  not  his  wish  to  return  to  the  old 
system;  but  he  certainly  thought  that 
some  modification  of  the  existing  law  on 
the  subject  was  exceedingly  desirable. 

Lord  Se grave  said,  that,  as  far  as  his 
experience  went,  the  late  Bill  was  a  com- 
plete failure.  Not  only  bad  it  not  re- 
medied the  existing  evils,  but  it  had  in- 
creased them  an  hundred  fold. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond^  as  the  indi- 
vidual who  proposed  the  Amendment  in 
the  Game-laws,  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
defend  it.  The  whole  gravamen  of  the 
charge  against  it  seemed  to  be,  that  it 
allowed  game  to  be  sold.  It  had  always 
been  sold.  As  to  poachers,  he  could  not 
believe  that  they  had  been  increased.  It 
appeared,  that  the  gun-makers  complained 
of  want  of  employment.  What  was  the 
cause?  That  they  asked  eighty  guineas 
for  a  gun.  Let  them  return  to  reasonable 
prices,  and  gentlemen  would  again  buy  of 
them. 

Colonel  Fitzgerald.]  Viscount 
Melbourne^  seeing  in  his  place  a  noble 
Earl  who  had  some  time  ago  put  to  him  a 
question  respecting  the  removal  of  CJolonel 
Fitzgerald  from  the  Magistracy  of  Ireland, 
wished  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  sul^ect. 
Certain  charges  against  Colonel  Fitz- 
gerald had  been  made  to  Government,  at 
first  anonymously,  but  of  so  extraordinary 
a  nature,  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  thought 
it  necessary  to  institute  a  particular  in- 
quiry into  the  circumstances  of  the  case ; 
and  the  result  was,  a  conviction  that  there 
was  some  foundation  for  the  charges.  It 
was  then  thought  proper  to  lay  a  case 
before  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  for 
their  opinion  whether  or  not  it  would  be 
proper  to  institute  criminal  proceedings 
against  Colonel  Fitzgerald.  The  Attorney 
GeneraUs  opinion  was,  that,  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  would 
not  be  expedient  to  take  any  steps  of  that 
kind.    The  case  then  reverted  into  tbel 


hands  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who  wrote 
to  Colonel  Fitzgerald,  requesting  explana- 
tion. The  answer  was  so  unsatisfactory, 
as  to  warrant  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  re- 
moving him  from  the  Commission  of  the 
Peace. 

Sunday  Newspapers.]  The  Bishop 
of  London  said,  that  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, in  presenting  a  petition  upon  the 
subject  of  the  better  observance  of  the 
Sabbath,  he  had  taken  the  opportunity  of 
expressing  himself  in  rather  strong  lan- 
guage with  respect  to  Sunday  newspapers; 
and,  as  might  be  expected,  his  observa- 
tions had  called  forth  the  indignation  of 
the  Sunday  Press.  However  that  might 
be,  be  should  consider  it  his  duty  to  omit 
no  opportunity  of  stating  his  strong  repro- 
bation of  those  publications.  The  de- 
fence which  had  been  set  up  on  behalf  of 
the  Sunday  newspapers  was,  that  they 
were  printed  on  'Saturday,  and,  therefore, 
that  they  did  not  involve  any  infringe- 
ment on  the  due  observance  of  Uie 
Sabbath.  His  common  sense  was  quite 
sufficient  to  inform  him,  that  the  printing 
of  Sunday  newspapers  must  take  place  on 
a  Saturday;  he  was  therefore  quite  aware 
of  that  at  the  time  of  making  the  remarks 
to  which  he  now  referred ;  but  what  he 
complained  of  was  the  publication  and 
circulation  of  these  papers  on  the  Lord*s 
Day.  He  (the  Bishop  of  London)  held  in 
his  hand  two  Petitions,  which  completely 
justified  him  in  the  view  which  he  had 
taken  of  the  subject.  The  one  was  from 
110  of  the  master  newsvenders  in  the 
city  of  London,  and  the  other  was  signed 
by  the  servants  of  those  newsvenders. 
The  petition  of  the  master  newsvenders 
called  upon  their  Lordships  to  pnt  an  end 
to  the  evils  arising  from  the  publication 
of  those  journals  on  Sunday,  and  stated 
their  opinion,  that  the  entire  suspension 
of  all  Sunday  trading  would  be  highly 
beneficial.  Sunday  newspapers  had  been, 
in  a  great  measure,  superseded  in  some  of 
their  most  useful  purposes  by  the  publica- 
tion of  The  Gazette  on  Friday,  and  the 
petitioners  thought  that  they  might  be 
discontinued  without  any  inconvenience. 
The  petition  of  the  servants  of  the  news* 
venders  was  the  same  verbatim  as  thai  of 
the  masters. 
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MntOTSSi]  Papm  ontecd.  Ob  the  Motkio  of  Sir  Richako 
VrTTAir,  Coplci  of  the  Communtcetinni  peamd  on  certain 
Oeyt  hetnoen  the  Weet-Indie  Body  and  the  Govern- 
ment.—On  ttie  MoUoD  of  Coland  ETAira,  an  Aoeoont 
Unm  the  Oommiiaiooeni  of  the  Cointi  of  Rei|uerts  hi  Uie 
City  and  Liheitiei  of  Wertrntnuter,  of  all  Suns  paid  in 
by  IkhtMi,  and  unrtalmwl  hy  Crediton,  during  the 
lait  ten  ycant  and  the  Sun  now  aotoany  depodted.^ 
On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Lyiics,  an  Account  of  the  Feci 
and  Money  reodTed  hy  the  variooi  Oflloenof  the  Court 
of  Chanoary  to  IrIhkL— On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Hvmb, 
anAfiooonftof  the  FeeifeoeiTcd  by  the  R^glatnn  of  the 
Rigliter  Offloei  for  Deede  in  Middlesex  and  Yorkshire, 
Aon  the  yean  18f5  to  183S,  and  how  disposed  of.— On  the 
Hotkn  of  Mr.  Roicn,  an  Aeeoont  of  all  Fees  paid  out  of 
the  County  Rate  to  Counsel  for  Pkosecoting  Prisoners  at 
the  Manchester  Scnions  In  183S:  aho  the  Number  of 
Convlda  Publidy  or  Privately  Whipped  by  the  several 
ShsiAofMiddleseK  by  Older  of  the  Courts  held  at  the 
OU  Bailey,  In  the  years  lUO*  1831,  and  183t;  statb«  the 
Fee  payable  to  the  Sherift  in  each  Case,  and  whence 
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PetittonspreMnfied.  By  Mr.  Maoocx*,  ftom  Woltoi>>under- 
Edge ;  and  the  Methodists  of  Ruthtai,  i^ahist  Slavery.— By 
Mr.  GouLBOAiff  ftom  Cambridfe,  agataist  Emancipating 
the  Jena.— By  Mr.  E.  SrAHUiY,  Sir  H.  PAUfiLL,  Mr.  O. 
J.  Hkatmoot*,  Mr.  P.  PaYss,  Lord  W.  Lbmnoz,  Sir  U. 
WtLLOooBBY,  Mr.  OPCoNHBix,  and  Mr.  A.  Chafscak, 
from  sevenl  Plaees,  agsinst  the  Unequal  Taxation  on 
Timber,  and  othsr  Shipbuilding  Materials.— By  Mr.  O.  J. 
HsATHooTB,  ftom  two  Places,  for  the  Repeel  of  the  0th 
Section  of  ttie  Labourers*  Employment  Aet;  and  ftom 
Upplni^um,  tot  leoderipg  all  extnicpaiochia]  Plaees  con* 
tributory  to  tibe  Rates  fbr  the  Maintenance  of  the  Poor.— 
By  Mr.  Bajcnbrkan,  ftom  the  Students  of  Medicine  at 
Abetdeen,  for  an  AltemtlDn  of  the  Apothecaries  Act — By 
fitr  W.  Gman,  and  Mr.  Pbysb  Pbts*,  ftom  three  Places, 
e^dnst  the  Sale  of  Beer  Aet;  end  by  the  latter,  ftom 
Aberystwith,  for  Measures  to  Increase  the  Efficiency  of 
(he  Esteblhhed  Cbordi.— By  Mr.  Hurr.  ftom  tiie  Blaster 
Marinenof  ^uB.  H^lMt being Canpelled  to  Contribute 
(theSeamen'k  Sixpenees)  towards  Qreenwich  HospitaL— 
By  Sir  HmraY  Wiixodorby,  ftom  the  Soap  Dealers  of 
Niiainsrtii  iimIui  Lyne,  for  grsntiiig  them  a  Dnwbadc 
equal  to  ttie  proposed  Reductico^^By  Mr.  Ewabt,  ftom 
Liverpool,  for  a  Charter  to  the  London  Unlveiiity  t  and 
fkom  a  Dtasentiqg  CongRyation  at  Toxteth  Park,  for 
HeBef  tetheDlsseitfuiswithrespeetteMaiTii^ies,  Regis- 
tntkMit  and  Perish  Rates.— By  Mr.  O'Combbu.,  fkom 
the  Debtors  in  Kilmainham  Oaol>  Dublin,  for  Extending 
Co  Ireland  the  English  Law  of  Debtor  and  Creditor.— By 
Mr.  JoBB  Stbwamt,  ftom  severd  PfaHes,  ^j^nstBman- 
dpation,  with  Compensation  to  the  PfamterB.— By  M( 
PBvaa,  and  G.  J.  H  batmootb,  ftom  several  PhHses,- 
the  Better  Observaaee  of  the  SabbBth. 


Rbkewal  of  the  Bank  Charter.] 
Lord  AUhorp  mored,  that  the  Order  of  the 
Day  for  the  Hoase  resolving  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
Bank  Charter  Act  be  read.  It  was  read, 
and  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee. 

Lord  AUhorp  addressed  the  Committee 
as  follows : — ^1  believe,  Sir,  that  on  former 
occasions  of  the  renewal  of  the  Bank 
Charter,  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the 
persons  who  have  held  the  situation  which 
I  DOW  occupy,  to  move  resolutions  in  con- 
sequence of  a  previous  application  from 
the  Bank  of  Englandi  for  a  renewal  of 


that  Charter.     On  all  these  occasions — 
although  that  has  been  the  form  iu  which 
the  Bill  has  appeared  to  commence  in  this 
House — I  apprehend  that  such  proposi- 
tions have  not  been  introduced  witiiout  a 
previous  communication  taking  place  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  Directors 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  without  some 
kind  of  negotiation  first  occurring  as  to 
the  nature  of  such  propositions.    I  did  not 
think  that  this  mode  of  proceeding  was 
more  than  a  question  of  mere  form,  and  I 
did  not,  therefore,  consider  myself  bound 
strictly  to  adhere  to  it.     I  have  thought  it 
better  to  make  the  proposition  from  my 
own  suggestion,  without  the  form  of  first 
obtaining  a  demand  from   the  Bank  of 
England.    The  question  which  I  am  now 
about  to  bring  forward,  is  one  of  the 
greatest  importance  to    the   commercial 
interests  of  this  country — it  is  one  on 
which  the  value  of  the  property  of  every 
person  in   this  country — not  merely    of 
those  engaged   in  commerce,  but  of  all 
others — must  very  much  depend.     And 
therefore,  in  considering  this  subject,  I  felt 
fully  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the 
matter ;  and  I  endeavoured,  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power,  to  introduce  such  a  proposi- 
tion as  should  be  productive  of  general 
satisfaction,  and   should  give  the    most 
ample  security  to  the  monetary  concerns 
of  the  country.     During  the  last  Session, 
it  will  be  recollected,  that  for  this  purpose 
I   moved  the  appointment  of   a   Select 
Committee  to  consider  of   the  subject. 
That  Committee  sat  for  a  considerable 
space  of  time ;  and  though  they  did  not 
conclude  their  examinations,  so  as  to  be 
able  to  lay  a  full  Report  before  the  House, 
yet  such  have  been  the  examinations,  and 
such  the  extent  of  the  inquiry  into  which 
they  entered,  as  to  make  me  think  the 
subject  had  been  sufficiently  sifted,  and, 
therefore,  that  it  was  not  desirable  that 
that  Committee  should  be  renewed.     In 
the  progress  of  that  Committee,  informa- 
tion was  given  which  had  not  previously 
been  placed  before  the  public,  especially 
information  with  respect  to  the  subject  of 
the  management  of  the  Bank  affairs,  and 
the  state  of  their  accounts,  and  that  in- 
formation has,   I  believe,    changed    the 
opinion    of  those  who    heretofore  con- 
sidered the  subject,  and  from  that  mo- 
ment the  public  have  been  more  inclined 
to  look  favourably  on  the  management  of 
the  Bank  of  England  than  they  did  before 
I  that  ioc|mry.     As  I  f«ar  that  I  shall 
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have  to  detain  the  House  a  considerable 
'  length  of  time  in  stating  the  propositions 
I  have  to  make  on  this  subject,  I  think 
I  shall  best  consult  the  convenience  of  the 
House  if,  without  further  preface,  I  pro- 
ceed to  make  the  statement  to  which  I 
wish  to  call  their  attention.  With  re- 
spect to  the  principle  to  which  banks  in 
this  country  and  elsewhere,  must  first  at- 
tend, it  is  the  convertibility  of  the  paper 
issued  by  such  banks  into  money.  It  is 
only  on  that  principle  that  they  can  pre- 
tend to  say,  that  the  paper  issued  by  ttiem 
is  valuable  as  a  medium  of  exchange,  and 
as  every  departure  from  the  principle  of 
convertibility  always  has  produced,  as 
'  it  always  must  produce,  the  most  fatal 
effects  to  the  manufactures  and  commerce 
of  the  country  in  which  it  has  taken  place. 
This,  therefore,  in  the  consideration  of 
every  such  question,  must  be  the  point  to 
which  the  House  and  the  public  must  first 
direct  their  attention.  The  next  great  point 
is  to  secure  the  solvency  of  the  banks 
which  issue  the  circulating  medium.  Those 
two  points  require  no  lengthened  argu- 
ments on  my  part  to  prove  the  necessity 
of  attending  to  them.  All  men  are  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  of  preserving  the 
easy  convertibility  of  paper  into  money, 
and  all,  I  believe,  are  equally  convinced 
that  whatever  means  you  adopt  to  secure 
the  solvency  of  the  bank  which  issues  that 
paper,  must  be  most  important.  But 
there  is  another  part  of  this  question  which 
is  scarcely  less  important,  and  that  ta, 
that  you  should  obtain  some  security 
against  an  undue  circulation  with  refer- 
ence to  its  amount.  I  say  that  this  is 
scarcely  less  important ;  for  although  the 
ruin  that  follows  the  want  of  solvency  in 
a  bank  is  immediate  and  extensive,  it  is 
only  little  less  to  be  dreaded  when  it  arises 
from  an  irregular  and  fluctuating  circula- 
ting medium.  If  the  circulating  medium 
has  been  improperly  increased,  it  may 
appear  for  a  time  to  be  a  benefit,  by 
encouraging  speculation ;  but  it  only  en- 
courages that  speculation  at  the  moment 
to  destroy  it  afterwards,  for  destruction 
must  follow  on  the  first  fluctuation  of  the 
funds  that  have  supplied  the  circulating 
medium.  It  is  almost  impossible  in  any 
paper  circulating  medium  to  prevent  en- 
tirely these  fluctuations.  The  only  reason- 
able object  of  the  Government,  therefore, 
is  to  adopt  such  a  system  as  will  render 
these  fluctuatioaa  as  infrequent,  and  as 
IHtie  injurioQs  as  possiMe^    The  amount 


in  circulation  must  depend  mainly  on  the 
demand  in  the  country ;  bnt  in  case  of  a 
great  inereafle  of  the  cairMitatNig  AMdKsm 
so  as  to  produce  a  depreciation  hi  llie 
value  of  the  coireaey,  ta^  oi^Iy  aab  mtd 
possible  remedy  is  theeffeet  ef  the  lewe^ 
exchanges  on  the  Country.  So  Uktg  9s 
you  have  a  complete  coavertibilU]^  of 
paper  fnte  cohr,  (he  foreign  excheiigea 
win  rectify  the  depa-eciatiou  by  the  drein 
of  buUioB  they  will  ereale,  ioA  hf  the 
ehenge  of  cnrrency  consequefit  upoa  it. 
It  is  therefore  most  desirable,  that  in  aey 
arrangement  that  may  be  mede,  es  little 
interruption  as  possible  should  be  given  to 
the  effect  of  the  foreign  exobaagea  upon 
the  enrrency  of  the  eountry.  Every  en- 
deavour to  interfere  with  the  cxil  of 
bullion  from  the  cooatry  muM  be  of  nie- 
chievoue  coesequenee^  and  so  most  every 
attempt  not  only  to  prevent  it  altogether, 
but  eveu  to  delay  it;  for  ihe  ob^  eoa* 
secfuence  of  thet  dekty  musf  be,  to  pteretit 
the  operation  of  the  check  upon  a  too  de- 
preciated currency,  and  to  make  the 
fluctuation  greater  and  more  lasting.  The 
question,  therefore,  that  the  House  ^aeto 
decide  will  be,  in  what  mairaev,  for  ike 
future,  the  mode  of  supplyhg  the  paper 
currency  of  the  country  s4iaA  be  earned 
into  effect,  it  is  perfectly  well  keown, 
that  the  Bank  of  Ei^Iand,  posaea&ing  as 
it  does  a  nK>nopoly  of  the  eitoiiUliois  of 
the  metropolis,  has  possession  of  the 
market  at  that  point  from  which  aU  the 
eirculatioQ  of  the  ootftntry  nusi  flow. 
Whenever  the  fbreign  exchanges  arc 
against  us,  it  becomes  the  iateiest  of  a 
party  to  send  bullion  abroad ;  and  when 
sttch  has  been  the  case,  what  is  the  place 
to  which  he  has  gone  to  get  bullion  in 
,  order  to  send  it  abroad  ?  Why,  to  the 
Bank  of  England.  The  question,  there, 
fore,  for  the  House  to  decide  is,  whether 
it  is  most  desirable  that  the  management 
of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country 
should  be  conducted  by  a  single  body,  as 
a  bank  of  issue,  or  by  the  competition  of 
diflerent  banks.  It  appears  to  me,  on 
looking  at  this  question,  that  there  are 
advantages  undoubtedly  in  both  systeois, 
but  that  those  of  the  former  preponderate. 
It  must  be  the  interest  of  banks,  as- 
suming that  they  are  in  a  stdte  of  solvency^ 
to  issue  as  much  of  their  oWA  paper  as  it 
is  in  their  power  to  convert  into  money, 
when  called  on  to  do  ao;  and  it  will  be 
said  that,  in  doing  so,  they  will  check  one 

another  in  the  amoant  of  their  toue,    1% 
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nwy  be  perfectly  cleilr,  tbat  rio  oite  among 
a  Auniber  of  rival  banks  would,  on  thb 
iccouBty  be  able  to  issue  idore  than  its 
diie  proportiolu     But  if  (here  should  be'  a 
4taie  of  things  in  wiiich  speculations  havei 
become  most  extfensiv^,  it  wilt  be  the 
interest*  and  it  ^ill  be  in  the  power  of 
these  bankst  to  increase  the  amount  of 
paper  in  circulation  considerably,  although 
each  may  not  issue  more  thun   its  own 
proportion  of  the   whole  amount.     And 
when,  in  consequence    of  the  increase 
of  the  circulating  medium,  and  the  de- 
preciation of  the  currency,  and  a  failure 
of  credit*  and  of  the  Exchanges  turning 
against  this  country,  each  of  these  banks^ 
looking    onty    to    its    own    interest    as 
compared  n^ith  that  of  others,  shaft  feel  it 
necessary  to  contract  its  issues,  (his  must 
produce  A  sudden    contraction    in    like 
manner,  in  the  general  circulation  and 
general  business  of  th6  country.     That  is 
a  most  iAriportant  point,  and  requires  to  be 
ftiost  carefully  considered,     ft  appears  to 
me  that  there  would  be  considerably  more 
danger  from  the  effect  of  such  a  competi- 
tion, than  there  would  froAa  the  power 
beine    pbc^    in  the  hands  of  a  wefl- 
refi;uHited  municinal  bsink.    There  is  one 
other  point  in  ravour  of  the  large  mu- 
nicipal bank,  and  that  is,  that  in  times  of 
sudden  distress,  it  Will  be  able  to  give 
considerable  assistance  to  commerce.     It 
is  p^ffectty  well  known,  that  at  such  a 
moment  the  exchange  is  in  fatour  of  this 
country.    It  is  not  then  the  object  of  the 
municipal  bank  to  increase  the  issue  at 
such  a  time ;   but  if  there  were  several 
banl^s  in  competition  with  each  other,  no 
one  abiong  them  could,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, come  fbrward  to  give  its  as- 
sistance to  trade,  in  consequence  of  the 
ftac    that    each   would  entertain  of  the 
competition  of  its  rivals.     AH  that  I  have 
said  necessarily  assumes  that  the  principles 
upon  trhich  a  single  bank  is  conducted 
are  sonnd — that  the  single  bank  does  not 
take  advantage  of  the  power  placed  in  its 
bandSt  m  order  to  make  undue  profits — 
that  it  acts  npon  the  true  principles  of 
banking,  looking  to  the    state    of  the 
fbreigti  exchanges  for  the  regulation  of  its 
issuer  and  does  not  keep  up  the  circula- 
tioa  of  its  notes  by  artificial  means,  but 
accommodates    it   to   the  state   of  the 
currenc?  of  the  country.    Its  interest,  un- 
doubtedly, like  that  of  any  other  party, 
is  tx>  keep  as  large  an  amount  of  notes  in 

cbtalatioii  tor  pimibte ;  aotf  t  tberefbre 


(eel,  that  it  is  placing  a  power  in  the  hands 
of  a  body  of  individuals,  who  certainly, 
under    certain    circumstances,    have    an 
interest  in   abusing  il;    it    is    certainly 
placing  in  the  hands  of  one  set  of  indi- 
viduals a  very  great  power;  but  I  do  not 
put  forward    either  of   these  two    pro- 
positions—  the  competition  of  different 
banks,  or  the  existence  of  only  a  single 
bank — as  entirely  free  from    objection. 
We  are  bound  to  look  to  a  comparison  of 
objections  on  the  one  side,  and  of  ad- 
vantages on  the  other,  and  to  form   a 
judgment  from  that    comparison.      My 
opinion  is,  that  if  you  can  contrive  an 
adequate  check  upon  the  conduct  of  a 
single  bank,  it  will  be  more  ailvantageous 
that  such  single  bank  should  manage  the 
circulation  of  the  country,  than  that  it 
should  be  left  to  the  competition  of  differ- 
ent and  rival  establishments.      Various 
modes  of  effecting  this  check  and  control 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  bank  have  been 
taken  into  consideration.     I  have  spoken 
hitherto  generally  of  one  bank  of  issue ;  I 
have  not  stated  whether  it  should  be  a 
commercial  body,  or  one  under  the  di- 
rect control  of  Government.     It   is  cer- 
tainly a  question   of   great    importance 
whether  it  is  desirable  to  trust  such  a 
power  in  the  hands  of  persons  not  legally 
responsible,  or  in  the  hands  of  '2k  Govern- 
ment which  is  responsible;  and  another 
point  is,  whether  the  profits  necessarily  to 
be  derived  should  belong  to  the  Govern- 
ment, or  be  allowed  to  the  Company, 
The  advantages,  and  the  only  advantages, 
I  have  been  able  to  discover  in  a  Govern- 
ment Bank,  instead  of  a  private  Company, 
are  the  responsibility  of  the  managers  and 
the  profit  to  be  derived  from  the  under- 
taking ;  but,  it  seems  to  me,  that  they  are 
much  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the 
practical  evils  of  such  a  system.     I  think 
the  effect  of  having  the  Government  the 
great  bankers  of  the  State,  having  the 
command  of  the  circulating  medium  in 
their  hands,  might  be  most  mischievous. 
In  the  first  place,  I  refer  to  the  temptation 
of  the  Government  to  abuse  its  power, 
and  to  the  impossibility,  or  to  the  extreme 
impolicy  in  that  case,  of  permitting  any 
assistance  to  be  given  to  the  commercial 
interests  of   the    country   in   periods  of 
difficulty — a  course    hitherto   frequently 
pursued   by  the  Bank  of  England.     If 
once  Government  were  at  liberty  to  assist 
those  whom  they  thotight  fit  in   times 
of  difficulty  and  distress,  it  appears  to 
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me,  that  it  would  be  sucb  an  enormous 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister  of 
the  day  as  would  be  almost  destructive  of 
the  Constitution.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
such  a  bank  as  I  have  spoken  of  were 
to  be  tied  down  to  any  fixed  and  strict 
rules,  from  which  at  no  time  it  was  to  be 
permitted  to  depart,  though  you  might 
avoid  one  evil,  you  would  fall  into  another. 
It  would  be  almost  impossible  to  estab- 
lish any  precise  rules,  and  when  established, 
they  might  interfere  with  the  grant  of 
assistance  at  a  time  when  it  was  most 
needed.  Therefore,  I  apprehend,  that 
we  should  throw  aside  any  question  whe- 
ther it  is  fit  to  establish  a  Government 
bank  for  the  management  of  the  paper 
circulation  of  the  country.  Then  another 
point  has  been  much  urged  upon  some 
occasions — that  although  a  private  com- 
pany, or  a  mercantile  corporation,  ought 
to  have  the  management  of  the  cir- 
culation of  the  country,  yet  that  Go- 
vernment ought  to  have  a  direct  control 
over  its  afiairs.  I  do  not  myself  think, 
that  this  control  would  be  very  effectual, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  it  would  be  liable 
to  the  objection  already  stated ;  but  I  do 
not  know  what  great  objection  there  would 
be  to  adding  to  the  practical  experience  of 
the  Directors  the  opinion  of  the  Minister 
of  the  day.  I  must  say,  that  if  we  look 
to  past  experience — to  the  cases  in  which 
the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  England  have 
been  supposed  to  have  mismanaged  their 
own  property — if  we  look  to  the  years 
1797,  1822,  and  1 825  (without  now  mean- 
ing to  give  any  opinion  whether  the  Direc- 
tors on  those  occasions  were  right  or  wrong), 
we  shall  see,  though  their  conduct  has 
been  liable  at  those  three  periods  to  sus- 
picion of  mismanagement,  yet  no  man,  I  be- 
lieve, is  prepared  to  say,  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  not  entirely  cognizant  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Bank  on  those  occasions,  and 
indeed,  that  it  was  not  quite  as  much  to 
blame  as  the  Bank.  Therefore  I  do  not 
think,  that  establishing  a  Government  con- 
trol would  be  of  any  very  great  advantage ; 
it  might  be  of  some  advantage,  but  not  to 
such  a  degree  as,  in  my  opinion,  to  make 
it  desirable.  The  only  remaining  check 
(and  I  admit  it  not  to  be  a  perfect  one), 
to  which  the  attention  of  the  public  has 
been  directed  —  the  only  check  which, 
during  the  whole  inquiry  of  the  Committee 
last  year,  was  stated  as  at  all  likely  to  be 
efficient,  is  the  publication  of  the  accounts 
of  the  Bank.    1  tbiuk  that  tbiS|  although| 


as  I  have  said,  not  a  perfect  check,  would 
be  adequate  to  the  purpose.  The  princi- 
ple on  which  the  Bank  of  England  has 
managed  its  concerns  during  the  five  or 
six  last  years,  has  been  fairly  given  to  the 
public;  the  ground  on  which  the  Di* 
rectors  adopted  that  mode  of  manage- 
ment have  been  approved,  and  I  believe 
may  be  justified  on  principle.  Hav- 
ing decided  that  a  proper  proportion  of 
bullion  to  be  kept  in  its  coffers  was  one- 
third  of  its  liabilities,  the  great  and  main 
principle  of  the  Directors  has  been  to 
allow  the  public  to  act  upon  the  currency 
of  the  country — not  to  force  out  any  cir- 
culation by  artificial  means — but  to  allow 
the  trade  m  bullion,  which  may  take  place 
by  reason  of  the  foreign  exchanges  being 
adverse,  to  act  upon  the  circulating  me- 
dium—contracting it  as  the  bullion  is 
withdrawn,  and  increasing  it  as  the  bullion 
returns.  This  is  the  principle  on  which 
the  Bank  has  professed  to  act:  and  it 
seems  to  me  the  best  possible  principle, 
because  it  prevents  sudden  changes,  and 
allows  those  circumstances  that  cannot  be 
avoided  to  act  gradually  and  naturally  on 
the  circulation.  We  have  also  experience 
of  what  has-been  the  effect  of  this  mode 
of  management  on  the  part  of  the  Bank 
during  a  period  of  considerable  difficulty. 
The  House  is  aware,  I  believe — at  least 
all  who  have  attended  to  the  subject  are 
aware — that  the  exchanges  were  against 
this  country  from  August,  1830,  to  Fe- 
bruary, or  to  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1832.  During  all  that  time  there  was  a 
constant  drain  on  the  circulation — a  con- 
stant contraction,  amounting  to  nearly 
7,000,000/.  sterling.  I  do  not  mean  to  say, 
that  during  this  period  there  was  not  con- 
siderable pressure  upon  and  distress  among 
different  classes,  produced,  no  doubt,  by 
the  contraction  of  the  circulation;  but 
there  was  no  general  convulsion ;  and  al- 
lowing the  drain  of  gold  to  act  gradually 
on  the  currency,  the  consequence  was,  that 
after  a  long  trial,  the  Exchanges  turned 
in  our  favour,  and  since  the  spring  of 
1832  they  have  been  continually  in  our 
favour,  increasing  the  circulation  of  the 
country  and  the  amount  of  bullion  in  the 
Bank.  It,  therefore,  appears  to  me,  that 
this  system  is  not  only  capable  of  being 
defended  ^y  reasoning,  but  that  it  is  jus- 
tified by  experience,  as  far  as  experience 
can  be  applied  to  it.  Publicity  of  accounts 
will  enable  all  men  to  judge  whether  the 
Bank  coutinuca  to  act  upon  this  wbolesooxe 
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principle  or  varies  from  it.  It  may  be 
said,  that  the  Bank  Directors  are  not 
legally  responsible  for  their  conduct,  and 
that  they  cannot  be  punished  if  they  de- 
part from  their  former  practice.  This  is 
true,  but  we  must  admit,  that  there  is  a 
responsibility  to  public  opinion,  and  that 
it  will  have  its  control  upon  men  in  every 
situation.  I  feel  con6dent,  that  persons 
standing  so  prominent  as  the  Bank  Direct- 
ors will  be  as  completely  controlled  by 
public  opinion  as  if  they  were  acting  under 
a  legal  responsibility.  Therefore  I  am 
prepared  to  propose  the  continuation  of  a 
single  bank  of  issue  in  the  metropolis, 
subject  to  the  control  of  publicity.  I 
sbould  hold  this  the  wiser  course,  even  if 
we  were  now,  for  the  first  time,  instituting 
the  system ;  but  it  is  an  additional,  and 
as  I  take  it,  no  mean  advantage,  that  it  is 
the  least  change  that  can  be  adopted. 
Unless  we  can  distinctly  see  some  para- 
mount advantage  in  making  a  great  change 
in  the  monetary  system,  nothing  can  be 
more  foolish  than  to  try  the  experiment. 
Therefore,  my  proposition  is,  that  the  Bank 
of  England  shall  continue  to  have  the 
monopoly  of  the  circulation,  and  that  that 
monopoly  should  be  secured  to  the  Bunk 
by  the  same  means  as  have  hitherto  ex- 
isted— that  is  to  say,  not  to  allow  any 
bank  with  more  than  six  partners  to  issue 
paper  within  sixty-five  miles  of  London. 
As  to  the  precise  distance  I  do  not  lay  any 
great  stress  upon  that — I  believe  that, 
were  it  much  smaller,  it  would  effect  the 
object  equally  well :  either  way  I  do  not 
think  the  public  materially  interested,  but 
as  in  my  communications  with  the  Bank 
Directors,  I  found  their  wish  strongly  ex- 
pressed in  favour  of  sixty-five  miles,  I  did 
not  oppose  it.  The  next  point  to  which 
I  shall  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
IS  the  duration  of  the  new  Charter  to  be 
granted  to  the  Bank.  I  certainly  must 
f^l,  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  tie  up  the 
Government  for  too  long  a  period,  while, 

00  the  other  hand,  it  is  most  expedient  not  to 
let  the  question  float  at  large  unnecessarily. 

1  propose,  therefore,  that  the  usual  Char- 
ter shall  be  continued  to  the  Bank  of 
England  for  the  period  of  twenty-one 
years,  subject,  however,  to  this  condition 
— that  if  at  the  end  of  ten  years  it  should 
seem  fit  to  the  Government,  the  Charter 
may  expire  at  the  end  of  one  year.  By 
this  means  Government  will  not  be  en- 
tirely tied  up,  if  at  the  end  of  the  first 

t«a  years  it  shall  see  reason  (o  alter  the 


terms  or  condition  of  the  Charter,  a1- 
tho  gh  the  subject  will  not  necessa- 
rily be  brought  forward  at  that  period, 
or  at  an  earlier  period  than  twenty  years. 
As  to  the  next  point,  to  which  1  have 
already  alluded — the  publication  of  the 
accounts  of  the  Bank — I  propose,  that  a 
weekly  account  of  the  amount  of  bullion 
and  securities  on  the  one  hand,  and  of 
the  paper  in  circulation,  and  deposits 
on  the  other  hand,  should  be  presented 
to  the  Treasury,  and  that,  at  the  end  of 
the  quarter,  the  averages  of  the  preceding 
quarter  should  be  published  in  The  Ga- 
zette.  ^I  do  not  suggest,  that  the  publica- 
tion should  take  place  weekly  for  this 
reason — that  it  might  lead,  on  many  occa- 
sions, to  false  impressions.  It  may  fre- 
quently occur,  from  circumstances  not 
at  all  connected  with  the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency, or  with  the  State  of  the  exchanges, 
that  a  large  sum  of  bullion  may  be  drawn 
out  of  the  Bank  at  one  period,  which,  if 
the  account  were  published  every  week, 
might  have  an  effect  upon  the  public 
mind,  neither  just  nor  desirable.  By  tak- 
ing the  average  of  the  preceding  quarter, 
and  allowing  it  to  be  published,  the  effect 
will  be  to  prove  to  the  public  whether  the 
Bank  is  continuing  the  system  of  manage- 
ment it  ought  to  continue,  and  which  ex- 
perience shows  will  not  be  productive  of 
evil  consequences.  1  now  come  to  a  point 
on  which  I  feel  that  there  will,  perhaps, 
be  considerable  difference  of  opinion.  I 
have  said,  that  it  is  most  desirable,  that 
no  interference  should  take  place,  either 
by  the  Bank  or  the  Government,  to  prevent 
the  drain  of  gold  from  this  country,  should 
the  Foreign  Exchanges  be  against  it.  This, 
I  apprehend,  is  necessary,  in  order  to 
regulate  the  currency  of  the  country  ;  but 
it  is  not  desirable,  in  my  judgment,  to 
give  any  peculiar  facility  or  encourage- 
ment to  an  internal  drain  ofbullionfrom  the 
Bank.  I  have  said,  that  the  convertibility 
of  bank  paper  into  bullion  is  essential  to 
the  whole  principle  of  a  banking  establish- 
ment; but  having  secured  that — having 
secured  also  the  publicity  of  the  accounts 
of  the  Bank — ^havine  given  every  security 
that  can  be  devised  (and  I  should  most 
readily  apply  any  other  security  beyond 
what  I  have  mentioned,  if  it  could  be 
pointed  out),  I  do  not  see  the  danger  of 
giving  the  Bank  of  England  every  power 
which  can  justly  and  fairly  be  bestowed 
upon  it.     Therefore,  it  is  my  intention  to 
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should  he  legal  tender  excepting  at  the 
Bank  itselC  and  any  of  its  branches.  Gen- 
men  may  feel,  that  it  is  making  an  alter- 
ation tending  to  produce  depreciatiop ; 
bat  I  cannot  think,  that  such  would  be 
the  case,  when  we  recollect  the  immediate 
convertibility  of  notes  into  gold  at  the 
Bank  and  its  Branches,  and  the  present 
rapidity  of  communication  between  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country.  If  we  look  at 
the  consequences  of  such  a  change  in  the 
case  of  a  panic  or  run  upon  the  different 
banking  establishments,  1  think  the  House 
will  admit,  that  the  plan  has  considerable 
advantages.  In  ordinary  times,  I  do  not 
think  it  will  have  any  effect  either  one 
way  or  the  other.  One  objection  to  this 
alteration  is,  that  the  effect  will  be  tode- 

grive  the  country  of  the  circulation  of 
ullion  altogether.  I  do  not  apprehend, 
that  this  can  possibly  take  place ;  it  is 
perfectly  well  known,  that  paper  and  bul- 
lion of  the  same  denomination  cannot  cir- 
culate together,  and  if  you  are  to  issue 
notes  of  the  value  of  a  sovereign,  there  is 
no  doubt,  from  experience  and  reasoning, 
that  sovereigns  could  no  longer  continue 
to  circulate  ;  but  as  the  notes  will  not  be 
of  a  lower  denomination  than  5/.,  I  do  not 
apprehend  that  the  effect  will  be  to  drive 
gold  out  of  circulation.  Another  objec- 
tion has  been  stated,  which  I  admit  is  an 
objection — that  as  the  effect  of  the  mea- 
sure will  be  to  render  the  evil  and  danger 
of  a  panic,  and  general  run  on  banking 
establishments  lests  detrimental  to  the 
Bank  of  England,  the  Directors  will  be- 
come less  careful  in  adopting  their  issues 
to  their  own  means,  and  to  the  wants  of 
the  country.  I  cannot,  however,  believe, 
that  this  will  be  the  case  td  any  extent, 
and  it  certainly  does  not,  in  my  mind, 
counterbalance  the  advantages  of  the 
change.  The  chief  advantage  to  be  deriv- 
ed from  it  is,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
Bank  will  be  secure  against  any  other 
drain  upon  it  but  that  which  is  produced 
by  the  state  of  the  Foreign  Exchanges. 
The  private  banking  establishments  of  the 
country  will  not  be  under  the  necessity, 
at  a  period  when  they  expect  a  run 
upon  them,  to  draw  bullion  from  the 
Bank.  When  a  country  bank  expects  a 
run  upon  it,  it  provides  itself  with  all  the 
meana  of  meeting  that  run  which  its 
resources,  can  furnish ;  therefore,  country 
bankers  now  caHupon  the  Bank  of  England, 
not  meiely  for  the  amount  of  bullion  abso- 

lutdj^neceMiryi  but  for  a  much  larger  wm 


to  meet  the  whole  extent  of  their  engage- 
ments. The  effect  therefore  is.  when  a  run 
takes  place  upon  the  country  banks,  there 
is  through  them  a  run  upon  the  Bank  of 
England ;  because  they  call  upon  it,  not 
merely  for  the  amount  of  bullion  whidh  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  meet  the  run  made 
upon  them,  but  in  order  to  guard  them- 
selves to  a  much  larger  amount.  If  the 
country  banks  were  not  required  to  make 
such  drains, — as  they  will  not  be  under 
the  plan  which  1  propose, — the  Bank  of 
England  will  be  secured  against  these 
sudden  internal  drains,  while  the  country 
banks  will  be  themselves  greatly  bene- 
fited. I  think,  therefore,  that  these  are 
very  strong  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
proposition  which  I  submit  in  this  respect* 
The  next  alteration  I  propose  to  make  ap- 
plies not  merely  to  the  Bank  of  EnglaAd^ 
but  to  all  other  banking  establishmeatSy 
and  generally  to  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  ft  is  most  desirable  that  when 
the  Bank  of  England  wished  to  diminish 
the  amount  of  its  notes  in  circulatk>h,  it 
should  be  able  to  effect  that  object  At 
the  present  moment  they  have  the  means 
of  doing  so  ;.  they  can  raise  the  interest  at 
which  they  will  discount ;  but  the  thne  is 
not  long  past  when  the  interest  of  money 
being  higher  than  the  legal  rate,  the  Bank 
had  no  means  of  checking  the  amount  of 
its  issues,  but  by  refusing  to  discount.  I 
intend  to  suggest  to  the  Committee  an 
alteration  to  a  certain  extent  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Usury-laws.  1  propose  that 
all  bills  not  having  more  than  three  months 
to  run  should  be  exempted  from  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Usury-laws.  Hon.  Gentle* 
men  who  have  been  long  Metnbers  of  the 
House,  know  that  I  have  entertained  no 
great  partiality  for  the  Usury-laws.  For 
many  years  I  supported  an  hon.  and 
learned  Member,  not  now  in  the  Hot»e, 
in  the  various  Motions  which  he  made  for 
the  entire  repeal  of  those  laws.  I  am  aware, 
however,  that  there  are  strong  objections, 
and  some  of  them  may  be  reasonably 
urged,  against  the  total  repeal ;  but  T  da 
not  think  that  the  class  of  persons  gene- 
rally most  inclined  to  make  the  greatest 
objections  to  the  abrogation  of  the  Usury- 
laws  need  object  to  the  change  sugg^ted, 
relating,  as  it  does,  to  bills  only  ftw  short 
dates.  I  ktiow  that  the  provision  may  be 
open  to  evasion,  but  now  abundant  meana 
of  evading  the  Usury-laws  exist,  and  the 
addition  of  one  more  oppoitaaity  h  p^- 
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of  the  capital  of  the  country  usually  lent 
upon  mortgage  is  not  likely  to  be  employed 
10  the  discounting  of  bills.  At  the  present 
moment  it  can  have  no  possible  effect,  the 
interest  of  money  being  scarcely  half  the 
fegal  rate  ;  but  the  period  when  it  is  desir- 
able that  the  Bank  should  have  the  power 
of  checking  its  cvculation  is  just  the 
period  when  the  interest  of  money  is  rising 
and  when  the  Usury-laws  come  into  opera- 
tion and  have  a  pernicious  effect  on  trade. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  state^  that 
this  alteration  will  be  advantageous  not 
merely  to  bankers,  but  to  the  commercial 
world  in  general.  No  one  can  doubt  that 
the  effect  of  bills  which  cannot  be  dis- 
counted, excepting  at  a  certain  rate  of 
interest,  does  frequently  very  prejudicially 
interfere  with  the  commercial  interests  of 
the  country.  Having  stated  these  points 
I  come  now  to  that  part  of  the  subject 
which  applies  to  the  actual  bargain  with 
the  Bank.  At  present  the  debt  due  from 
the  public  to  the  Bank  amounts  to 
14,600,000/.,  or  rather  more.  I  think  it 
must  be  evident  to  any  person  who  con- 
siders the  subject,  that  it  is  not  at  all 
necessary  that  so  large  an  amount  of 
capital  shonld  be  locked  up  for  the  security 
of  the  Bank.  The  fact  is,  that  the  capital 
has  accumulated  not  so  much  to  give 
security  to  the  Bank,  as  by  advances  made 
at  different  periods  by  the  Bank  to  Govern, 
roent,  on  the  renewal  of  the  Charter,  and 
for  the  concession  of  other  privileges.  It 
was  originally  never  contemplated  that  so 
large  an  amount  was  essential  to  be  de- 
posited as  a  security,  and  I  should  cer- 
tainly feel  very  little  apprehension  from  a 
considerable  reduction.  But  we  must  not 
fail  to  consider  that  though  not  calculated 
for  that  object,  credit  is  a  thing  of  such  a 
nice  nature — so  susceptible — that  it  would 
be  most  imprudent  in  an  arrangement  of 
the  kind  to  do  anything  which  might 
even  be  suspected  of  affecting  the  credit 
of  the  Bank  of  England.  I,  therefore,  do 
not  propose  to  reduce  the  amount  to  any 
considerable  extent^  but  the  House  will 
not  fail  to  recollect  that  such  an  amount 
of  capital  being  tied  up  makes  the  expense 
of  management  much  greater  than  it 
would  otherwise  be.  The  Directors  of  the 
Bank  state^  though  I  am  not  inclined  to 
go  to  that  extent,  that  their  loss  in  this 
respect  amounts  to  one  per  cent.  They 
uadoobtedly  lose  something,  and  the  con- 
sequence ia,  that  they  put  this  as  part  of 
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public  is  obliged  to  pay.  Another  point 
which  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
is  this : — That  if  at  a  future  period,  when 
the  present  arrangement  expires,  the  in- 
terest of  money  should  be  high,  the  Bank 
would  possess  a  powerful  control  over 
any  new  arrangement.  Although  at  this 
moment  part  of  the  debt  may  be  paid  off 
without  much  inconvenience,  the  incon- 
venience might  be  great  when  the  rate  of 
interest  is  high,  i  propose  to  reduce 
twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  capital,  leaving 
somewhat  under  1 1,000,000/.,  a^  the  debt 
due  from  the  public  to  (he  Bank.  I  am 
certain  no  man  will  say  that  such  an 
amount  of  capital,  in  addition  to  the  other 
funds  of  the  Bank,  amounting  to  about 
3,000,000/.  will  not  be  a  perfect  security 
for  the  solvency  of  the  establishment.  As 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  plan  I  have  de- 
tailed will  be  very  considerably  advan- 
tageous to  the  Bank  Proprietors,  I  have 
felt  that  I  had  a  right  to  call  upon  them 
to  pay  some  equivalent  for  the  proposed 
advantages.  I,  perhaps,  may  previously 
have  asked  them  a  larger  sum  than  they 
thought  1  had  any  title  to  demand ;  but  I 
have  now  to  state  that  the  Directors  of  the 
Bank  have  consented  to  what  I  consider  a 
beneficial  bargain  for  the  public.  They 
are  prepared  to  give  120,000/.  a-year,  to 
be  deducted  from  the  amount  paid  to  the 
Bank  for  the  management  of  the  debt, 
which  I  think  a  considerable  sum,  though 
some  Gentlemen  may  perhaps  think  that 
we  ought  to  obtain  more.  On  former 
occasions,  the  Bank  has  paid  for  the 
renewal  of  the  Charter,  by  lending  money 
at  a  lower  rate  of  interest  than  that  given 
by  the  public— at  one  time  at  three  per 
cent,  when  the  general  interest  of  money 
was  five  per  cent.  There  were  two  modes 
of  proceeding  which  I  might  have  adopted. 
I  might  either  have  insisted  upon  a  fixed 
share  of  the  profits  of  the  Bank,  (he 
amount  of  course  varymg  from  year  to 
year,  or  I  might  have  adopted  the  plan  1 
have  just  presented  to  the  House.  I 
thought,  taking  into  consideration  the 
circumstances  of  the  two  parties,  that  it 
would  be  much  better  for  the  country  to 
receive  a  stipulated  sum  than  a  speculative 
advantage.  Spread  over  the  whole  length 
of  time  the  Charter  is  to  continue,  the 
total  sum  saved  to  the  public  will  somewhat 
exceed  2,500,000/.  which  is  a  larger 
amount  than  the  Bank  has  paid  on  any 
former  occasion  for  the  renewal  of  the 
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be  generally  interesting^,  and  I  endeavour 
to  state  as  briefly  as  I  can,  the  principles 
I  propose  that  the  House  should  sanction. 
I  now  come  to  another  part  of  the  subject 
— namely,  that  which  relates  to  the  other 
banking  business  of  the  country.  I  suggest 
that  the  definition  of  a  Joint  Stock 
Company  should  remain  as  at  present; 
every  Banking  Company,  consisting  of 
more  than  six  partners,  is  to  be  taken  to 
be  a  Joint  Stock  Company  ;  and  for 
reasons  I  will  now  state,  I  propose  that  all 
Joint  Stock  Companies  shall,  in  future  be 
established  by  Charter.  By  this  regulation 
I  do  not  wish,  in  the  least  degree,  to  inter- 
fere with  the  establishment  of  Joint  Stock 
Companies,  but,  in  order  that  those  estab- 
lishments should  be  properly  regulated,  I 
think  it  desirable  that  the  conditions 
should  be  fixed  by  Charter.  I  do  not,  of 
course,  apply  this  provision  to  Joint  Stock 
Companies  already  existing :  I  would  give 
them  a  certain  period  to  decide  whether 
they  will  or  will  not  apply  for  a  Charter ; 
nor  is  it  my  intention  to  impose  any  con- 
ditions, by  Charter,  other  than  those  which 
shall  be  beneficial  to  the  establishments 
themselves.  There  can  be  no  worse  policy 
than  to  pursue  a  contrary  system.  I 
should  state  that  the  House  must  recollect 
that  there  are  two  classes  of  Joint  Stock 
Companies,  one  issuing  their  own  notes, 
and  the  other  trading  only  with  the  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  England.  I  propose  that 
no  joint  stock  bank  of  issue  shall  be  estab- 
lished within  a  less  distance  than  sixty-five 
miles  from  the  metropolis.  At  present 
country  banks  are  prevented  from  drawing 
bills  upon  London,  and  issuing  notes  pay- 
able in  London  for  a  less  amount  than 
50/.  These  restrictions  I  propose  to  re- 
move. The  only  object  I  have  in  view  is 
to  prevent  competition  with  the  Bank  of 
England  ;  and  as  I  am  satisfied  that  they 
never  can  enter  into  competition,  I  have 
DO  objection  to  repeal  these  restrictions. 
I  propose,  however,  to  give  the  Crown  a 
right  to  refuse  the  grant  of  such  Charters, 
and  it  is  by  no  means  desirable  that  such 
a  Charter  should  be  granted  as  a  matter 
of  course.  Joint  Stock  Banks  issuing  the 
paper  of  the  Bank  of  England  may  be 
established  of  course  within  a  shorter 
distance  of  the  metropolis.  I  propose 
that  a  Charter  shall  be  given  to  these  com- 
panies under  certain  conditions.  The  first 
of  these  conditions  will  be,  that  in  the 
case  of  a  Joint  Stock  Bank  of  issue,  half 
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.and  the  amount  deposited  in  Govemmeot 
securities.  I  further  propose  that  the 
partners  in  a  Joint  Stock  Bank  of  issue 
shall  be  liable  to  an  unlimited  extent:  and 
that  the  Corporation  of  the  Bank  of  Eng* 
land  as  such  shall  not  hold  any  shares,  so 
that  the  public  may  not  be  deceived  as  to 
who  are  the  partners.  I  will  suggest  also 
that  the  accounts  of  these  banks  should 
be  periodically  published.  In  the  case  of 
Joint  Stock  Banking  Companies  not 
issuing  their  own  notes,  I  propose  that 
one-fourth  of  their  subscribed  capital 
should  be  paid  up,  and  vested  in  securities 
and  that  the  shares  in  such  banks  shall  not 
be  less  than  100/.  each,  and  that  the  part- 
ners shall  be  liable  or  responsible  only  to 
the  amount  of  their  shares.  It  will  be  seen 
by  this  latter  proposition  that  I  give  an 
advantage  to  the  banks  not  of  issue  over 
those  which  are  of  issue,  and  this  I  think 
highly  necessary.  In  a  case  where 
a  charter  is  to  be  granted,  it  must  be 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  decide  whether  the  amount  of 
capital  subscribed  is  sufficient  for  the 
locality  in  which  the  bank  in  question 
is  situated.  The  amount  of  capital  which 
would  be  sufficient  in  an  agricultural  dis- 
trict, it  is  obvious,  would  not  be  sufficient 
in  a  great  manufacturing  district,  and 
consequently  it  must  be  left  at  the  discre* 
tion  of  the  Government  to  determine 
whether  the  amount  subscribed  is  suffi- 
cient, and  whether  the  charter  asked  for 
shall  be  granted.  He  hoped,  however, 
that  every  proper  facility  would  be  given 
to  the  establishment  of  such  banks*  I 
do  not  intend,  with  respect  to  private  banks, 
as  contradistinguished  from  joint-stock 
banking  companies,  to  interfere  in  any  way 
in  the  management  of  their  concerns.  It 
appears  to  me  indeed  very  desirable, 
that  by  some  means  or  other  a  better  mode 
for  estimating  the  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try banks  should  be  established  than  exists 
at  present.  It  is  essential  to  the  good 
management  of  those  banks,  on  which  the 
whole  circulation  of  the  country  depends, 
that  the  amount  of  their  notes  in  circula- 
tion should  be  accurately  known.  It  is, 
for  this  purpose,  and  with  a  view  to  effect 
this  object,  that  I  propose  that  those  coun« 
try  banks,  instead  of  making  a  composi- 
tion for  the  Stamp-duty  pa^ble  on  the 
gross  amount  of  their  notes  issued,  shall 
be  compelled  to  pay  Is,  per  cent  Stamp* 
duty  upon  the  notes  which  they  issue.    It 
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at  all  times  the  exact  amount  of  country 
bankers'  notes  in  circulation  ;  and  no  real 
or  substantial  evil  can  happen  in  the  case 
of  any  country  banker  from  such  an  ar- 
rangement; and,  further,  1  am  of  opinion, 
that  it  is  desirable  to  know,  not  only  the 
amount  of  each  country  banker's  paper  in 
circulation,  but  also  the  amount  of  his 
general  assets  to  meet  the  demands  upon 
him.     I  do  not  by  any  means  desire  to  ex- 
pose the  afiairs  of  individual  bankers,  for 
though  I  think  it  desirable  to  make  the 
affairs  of  joint-stock  banks  known  to  the 
public,  !  do  not  consider  it  expedient  to 
extend  the  principle  to  the  case  of  private 
individuals  keeping  banks,  who,  with  every 
certainty    of  ultimate    solvency,    might, 
nevertheless,  be  ruined  by  an  exposure  of 
their  a£fairs  under  certain  peculiar  circum- 
stances.   I  propose,  however,  that  a  state- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  each  individual 
bank  shall  be  sent  up  toLiOndonas  a  strictly 
confidential   paper,  which  shall  not  be 
published  in  a  separate  form ;  but,  the  ac- 
counts being  added  together,  the  total  re- 
sult shall  be  given  to  the  public  periodi- 
cally.   These  are  the  grounds  of  the  pro- 
positions which  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Committee  on  this  important 
subject.    I  will  further  observe,  that  the 
country  banker  may  state  the  whole  of  his 
available  assets.     [Sir  Robert  Peel  asked 
whether  the  statement  included  landed 
property?]     Landed  estates,  although  not 
immediately  convertible,  tend  certainly  to 
the  secarity  and  ultimate  solvency  of  the 
banker,  and  on  that  ground  it  may  be 
matter  for  consideration  whether  the  de- 
scription of  property  referred  to  shall  not 
be  included  in  the  account.    These  are 
the  propositions  which  I   have  now    to 
submit  to  the  Committee.    In  the  Resolu- 
tions which  I  shall  lay  on  the  Table,  I 
have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  enter  into 
details  of  various  topics,  many  of  which 
are  likely  to  come  under  discussion  and 
excite  considerable  difference  of  opinion  ; 
and  I  have  confined  myself  to  specific  Reso- 
lutions, leaving  the  necessary  details  for  a 
future  opportunity.    The  tendency  of  my 
propositions  is  certainly  to  extend  the 
issue  of  Bank  of  England  paper.     Un- 
doubtedly, the  principle  which  I  stated 
at  the  beginning  would,  if  followed  out, 
lead  to  establishing  only  one  bank  of  issue 
in  the  country ;  but  whatever  may  be  the 
opinion  of  any  man  on  this  subject  in  the 
abstract,  I  feel  certain  that  in  the  existing 
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would  be  insanity  to  attempt  to  enforce 
such  a  system.  I  am  ready  to  admits 
that  it  would  be  a  safer  and  more  secure 
principle  (if  a  banking  system  were  now 
for  the  first  time  to  be  established),  to 
have  only  one  bank  of  issue ;  but  in  the 
present  state .  of  things  that  is  impractic- 
able, and  the  utmost  extent  to  which 
any  prudent  man  ought  to  go  consists 
in  encouraging  the  establishment  of 
banks  which  shall  not  issue  their  own 
paper  but  that  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
I  have  now  stated  all  which  I 
think  necessary  to  trouble  the  House  with. 
I  informed  the  House  last  night  that  it  is 
not  my  intention  to  ask  for  a  vote  on  any 
of  the  Resolutions  on  the  present  occasion ; 
I  shall,  therefore,  content  myself  with  plac- 
ing them  in  the  hands  of  the  Chairman.  The 
Resolutions  were  then  read,  as  follows:  — 

1. — "That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee,  that  it  is  expedient  to  continue 
for  a  limited  period  to  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, certain  of  the  privileges  now  vested 
by  law  in  that  corporation,  subject  to  such 
conditions  as  may  be  provided  by  any  Act 
to  be  passed  for  that  purpose. 

2. — "That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee,  that  provided  the  Bank  of 
England  shall  be  bound  by  law  to  dis- 
charge in  the  legal  coin  of  the  realm  all 
such  of  its  debts  and  liabilities  as  shall  be 
demanded  at  the  Bank  of  England,  or  at 
any  of  the  branch  banks  thereof,  it  is  ex- 
pedient that  the  promissory  notes  of  the 
said  corporation  be  made  a  legal  tender 
for  all  sums  of  51,  and  upwards. 

3. — "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee,  that  provision  be  made  by 
law  during;  the  present  Session  of  Par- 
liament, for  the  repay inent  to  the  Bank 
of  England  of  one-fourth  part  of  the 
amount  of  the  debt  now  due  by  the 
public  to  that  corporation. 

4. — "That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee,  that  the  rate  of  allowance 
and  remuneration  now  secured  by  law  to 
the  Bank  of  England  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  public  debt,  and  services  ren- 
dered to  the  public,  be  continued  to  that 
corporation  for  the  limited  period  to  be 
affixed  as  aforesaid,  subject  to  an  annual 
reduction  of  120,000/. 

5. — ••  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  the  laws  restricting  the 
interest  of  money  to  5/.  per  cent  shall  be 
repealed,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  bills  of 
exchange  not  having  more  than    throe 
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6.m'<Th»l  it  if  the  opioion  of  Uiii 
Coounittee,  that  it  is  ezpeditot  to  ^ve 
facilities  by  the  grant  of  royal  qbarters  for 
tbe  establishment  of  joint-stock  baolw,  at 
a  certain  distance  from  London ;  but  that 
every  such  royal  charter  shall  contain  cer- 
tain stipulations  to  be  enforced  with  re- 
speet  to  all  such  chartered  banks. 

7. — ''That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee^  that  all  banks  issuing  promis* 
sory  notes  payable  on  demand,  shall  enter 
into  a  composition  in  lieu  of  8tamp-duty, 
at  the  rate  of  7s.  for  every  1 00(.  on  the 
note^  which  such  bank  shall  have  in  circu- 
tatioq. 

8. — ^''That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com* 
mittee,  that  it  is  expedient  to  make  pro- 
vision with  regard  to  joint-stock  baoking 
companies." 

Ma.  Boring  said,  that  he  fully  oon«> 
curred  in  the  propriety  of  the  course  taken 
by  the  noble  Lord  in  not  calling  for  an 
immediate  vote  on  bis  Resolutions,  which 
it  would  be  absurd  to  disijuss  without  an 
opportunity  of  first  hearing  what  the 
€0|in(ry  at  large  thought  of  the  plan. 
The  late  period  of  the  Session  presented  an 
obstacle  to  going  into  so  important  a 
question  with  a  view  to  its  decision.  The 
subject  opened  a  wide  field  for  discussion 
—« Parliament  being  called  on  to  consider, 
not  only  the  nature  of  the  bargain  made 
with  the  Bank,  but  the  whole  question  of 
the  circulation  •  He  should  not  attempt 
to  follow  the  noble  Lord  in  any  connected 
series  of  remarks,  but  would  content  him- 
self with  throwing:  out  such  casual  observ- 
ations as  occurred  to  him  at  the  moment 
The  country  bankers  would  be  greatly 
deceived  if  they  did  not  see  in  the  noble 
Lord's  Resolutions  an  attempt  to  get  rid 
of  their  paper  to  a  considerable  extent, 
and  substitute  for  it  Bank  of  England 
notes.  Whether  Umt  was  a  judicious  plan 
or  not,  he  did  not  pretend  to  say.  How- 
ever, that  the  principle  had  been  favour^ 
ably  received  by  a  number  of  country 
banks  w»s  clear  from  their  present  prac- 
tice. Though  the  noble  Lord  deprecated 
the  use  of  furce  towards  the  country 
iKinkers,  be  suspected  that  the  noble  Lord 
would  not  Ite  unwilling  to  accelerate  and 
extend  Bank  of  England  issues  by  a  gentle 
shove,  or  a  species  of  Quaker  propulsion, 
which  would  efi'ect  the  objeot  the  noble 
Lord  h^d  in  view,  and  drive  country  bank 
paper  out  nfcirculation.  He  could  not  help 
a|{ain  regretting  th^t  the  Governsaent, 
after  keeping  Parliament  assembled  for 


months  without  any  effective  lagidfiioii, 
except  in  the  department  of  coereioo, 
should  DOW,  at  the  extreme  and  of  the 
Session,  bring  forward  this  important 
question,  when  there  was  not  salient 
time  for  oonsidering  it  in  all  its  multifari- 
ous bearings.  The  nobl^  Lord's  Reso- 
lutions were  of  two  kinds— the  first  negu* 
lated  the  banking  system  of  the  country ; 
the  other  embodied  the  result  of  the 
Government  bargain  with  the  Bank  oi 
England.  He  admitted  that  the  first  duty 
of  the  Government  was  to  put  the  general 
banking  system  of  the  country  on  a  good 
footing,  without  reference  to  the  advant<> 
ages  that  might  be  conferred  on  th^  Bank 
of  England  thereby ;  but  Ministers  were» 
in  the  next  placet  bound  to  examine  the 
nature  of  those  advantages*  if  any,  and 
demand,  on  the  pait  of  the  public,  a  rea- 
sonable compensation  from  the  Bank  in 
respect  of  them.  If,  by  extending  the 
circulation  of  Bank  of  England  paper^ 
the  noble  Lord  threw  a  considerable  ad^ 
vantage  ipto  the  hanits  of  the  B^k,  it 
was  only  fkir  to  expect  a  rea^opable  com- 
pensation for  it.  But  the  subject  would 
be  put  in  a  clearer  light  by  the  corre- 
spondence and  negotiations  between  the 
Bank  Directors  and  the  Government,  to  the 
production  pf  which  he  took  it  for  granted 
the  noble  Lord  would  have  no  objection. 
[Lord  Althorp  said,  he  had  no  objection  to 
produce  all  written  communications  on 
the  subject,  but  a  great  deal  of  the  iiego* 
tialions  were  verbal].  He  should  certainly 
wait  for  that  correspondence,  before  finally 
making  up  his  opinion.  He  certainly  waa 
not  one  of  those  who  thought  it  advisable 
to  make  a  very  sharp  bargain  with  the 
Bank,  lest  the  Bank  might  have  been 
driven  to  use  all  the  artifices  within  their 
power  to  maintain  their  credit  as  a  body, 
and  the  public  would  certainly  have  suf* 
fered  in  the  end.  He  was  dad»  therefore, 
the  Bank  appeared  satisfied;  because, 
although  an  attempt  towards  driving  a 
hard  bargain  was  evident,  still,  at  the  first 
blush  of  the  present  proposition  for  a  re- 
newal of  the  Charter,  he  must  confess  ha 
was  disposed  to  believe  that  tl^  Directors 
had  had  the  best  of  the  bargain.  Tbia 
might  not  appear  when  the  correspondeoca 
was  before  the  House,  but  at  present  he 
certainly  thought  that  the  noble  Lord  bad 
not  made  a  very  advi^ntageous  baigaia 
for  the  public.  With  respect  to  the  de* 
tails  of  the  plan,  he  saw  no  ofajection 
whatever  to  pay  off  one  quarter  of  the 
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df^lH  dim  by  tbe  public  tp  Ui^  Bv)k  Qf 
Engli^n4t  but  wito  respect  tp  tbe  reduc- 
tion 9f  ib^  9ura  paid  to  tbe  Baok  for  tbe 
xnanagenaeot  of  the  National  Debt,  be 
muni  confess  be  did  not  dearly  compre- 
bend  wjiiy  that  arrangement  waa  made. 
Tbe  fmn^  now  anpuaily  paid  U>  tbe  Bank 
for  tbis  service  was  248|000/.«  of  wbtch 
120,000/,  was  in  future  to  be  annually 
deducted.  Now  the  noble  |x)rd  did  not 
state  whether  tbe  charge  for  managing 
the  public  debt  was  so  unreasonably  large 
as  to  be  fairly  subject  tp  this  reduction, 
or  whether  this  120,000/,,  was  tp  be  looked 
iippu  as  n  compensation  to  tbe  public  for 
tbe  grant  of  a  fresh  Charter.  The  late 
Mr*  Pascoe  Grenfell  h^d,  when  in  that 
House,  mad^  this  annual  charge  the  sub- 
ject of  fi  Sessional  Motion,  with  a  view  tp 
Us  reduction,  and  be  (Mr.  A.  Baring)  had 
alw9)rs  opposed  tbi^  Motjpn,  npon  the 
principle  that  tbe  sum  paid  was  made  a 
matter  of  bargain.  When  the  Charter 
was  renewed*  it  was  unfair  to  depart  from 
the  terQ)A  of  a  bmaio  once  mMc*  He, 
tber^forey  took  it  Tor  granted  that  the 
noble  Wrd  did  not  look  uppo  the  248,000/. 
lui  too  Urge  a  anm  paid  for  this  9«rvice ; 
and  ba  must,  therefore,  consider  tbe 
annMal  reduction  in  the  light  of  a  com* 
pens$ition  for  tbe  renewal  of  the  Charter ; 
and  then  cama  the  question  of  comparison 
between  tbe  compensation  now  paid  by 
tl|e  Bank,  find  that  which  was  paid  at 
the  time  of  tbe  last  renewal  of  tbe  Bank 
Charter.  ThP  compensation  then  made 
by  the  Bank  amounted  to  twp  per  cent, 
pn  the  whole  amount  of  their  capital  of 
14,600,000/.,  or,  in  other  words,  to  the 
difierence  between  three  and  five  per 
pent,  that  amount  being  lent  to  tbe 
public  at  three  per  cent  at  a  time  when 
the  Government  would  have  been  obliged 
to  pay  Qve  per  cent  in  the  market,  and 
two  per  cent  on  14,600,000/.,  was  not 
far  short  of  300,000/.  a-year.  Now,  the 
present  value  of  n^oney  in  the  market  did 
ppt  e^ce^d  two  and  a-half  per  cent. ;  three 
per  cent  was  considered  a  large  rate  of 
iqterest,  i^nd  y^t  the  Bank  were  to  be  paid 
at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent  for  tbe 
papital  lent  to  the  public,  although  the 
poblf  Lord  knewt  that  Exchequer  BilU, 
wbjch  yielded  an  interest  of  two  and  a 
querter,  pirculated  at  two  aud  three  per 
c^nt  above  par.  It,  therefore,  seemed  to 
him  tbat  the  120,000/,  reduction  pn  the 
nnnujil  payment  to  the  Pank»  was  not 
(%iitampunt  to  tbe  compensation  ntade  by 


the  Bank  pn  the  former  occaincn,  and, 
in  order  to  equalise  the  two,  the  rate  of 
interest  to  be  paul  on  the  Bank  capital 
ought  to  be  reduced  to  one  per  cent. 
This  was  the  view  which  be  took  of  it  at 
(he  first  blush  of  the  plan;  perhaps  a 
perusal  of  the  correspondence  might  alter 
his  views.  The  noble  Lord  bad  steted  npr 
thing  as  to  the  public  balances  in  the 
hands  of  the  Bank ;  he  took  it  for  granted 
that  the  noble  Lord  would  hereafter  give 
an  explanation  on  the  subjept,  particularly 
as  the  Government  might  do  what  it 
pleased  with  those  balances  in  future,  and 
mvest  then  to  the  best  advantage.  On 
the  subject  of  the  Bank  jtself,  experience 
had  proved,  that  the  general  system  of 
management  w^a  judicious.  Beaidea,  the 
Bank  had  so  accommodated  itself  to  tba 
affairs  of  this  country  that  no  coosidefabje 
alteration  cogld  be  made  in  the  f^ystem 
without  producing  the  greatest  incpn*- 
venieuce.  The  same  system  wna  found 
enqaUy  beneficial  whpfever  it  was  adppteiL 
Tbe  p^k  of  Hamburgh  waa  now,  be 
believed,  tbe  only  one  conducted  on  9l 
difii^rent  principle,  and  a  principle  which 
be  considered  a  bad  one.  The  piao  of  tbe 
Bank  of  England  was  adopted  in  all  par|s 
of  America,  and  he  did  not  think  it  ad- 
mitted of  any  material  improvement.  He 
fully  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  that 
there  ought  to  be  only  one  bank  pf  issue 
in  London.  The  other  plan  of  having 
more  banks  of  issue  than  one«  was  re- 
pudiated by  every  man  of  sense  nnd 
experience,  and  in  this  tbe  whole  of  (be 
Committee  concurred.  The  competition 
where  there  were  more  banks  of  issne 
than  one,  mu^t  produce  a  jarring  which 
would  prevent  any  bank  from  acting 
without  previous  inquiry  into  the  pro*" 
ceedingB  of  the  other,  without  seeing  what 
their  rival  was  about,  and  thus  could  not 
fail  to  lead  to  great  inconvenience  and 
embarrassment.  The  next  point  (o  ^hich 
the  noble  Lord  adverted,  was  the  limitation 
of  distance  within  which  other  banks  might 
be  established  with  more  than  a  certain 
number  of  partners ;  and  be  thought  the 
noble  Lord  right  in  his  limitation.  There 
was  no  very  considerable  town  nearer 
to  London  than  sixty-five  miles,  and  no 
benefit  could  therefore  arise  froin  .bringing 
the  privilege  nearer  to  the  metropolie. 
Now  one  word  as  to  chartered  bimka. 
His  opinion  was,  tbet  this  country  had 
never  yet  sufficient  experience  of  the 
principle  to  judge  fairly  of  it.    It  was  Mr. 
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fully  into  it  had  he  lived.     It  was  his 
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(  Mr.  Baring's  )  opinion  that  it  prevented 
capital  from  being  employed  in  the  business 
of  banking  by  every  proprietor  being 
rendered  liable  to  the  full  amount  of 
his  property.  He  approved  of  the  French 
principle,  always,  however,  taking  care 
that  the  capital  was  really  advanced,  and 
not  subsequently  taken  out.  The  Board 
of  Trade  could  not  employ  itself  better 
than  in  entering  upon  a  careful  revision  of 
this  important  subject.  The  noble  Lord 
said,  that  banks  of  issue  would  be  un. 
limited  in  responsibility,  but  banks  not  of 
issue  limited.  He  did  not  see  upon  what 
grounds  the  distinction  was  made.  The 
noble  Lord  said,  the  present  limitation 
which  prevented  country  bankers  from 
drawing  bills  on  London  for  less  than  50/. 
was  to  be  removed,  and  that  they  might 
in  future  draw  to  any  other  smaller  amount. 
If  they  might  draw  bills  on  London  of  10/. 
or  of  5/.,  it  would  be  the  same  in  effect  as 
allowing  them  to  issue  their  own  paper. 
There  must  be  some  limitation  to  such 
a  power.  However,  he  should  not  at 
present  venture  to  offer  any  opinion 
upon  this  part  of  the  subject.  As  he 
said  before,  however,  he  did  not  wish 
to  give  any  opinion  just  now  upon  the 
general  question  as  regarded  country 
banking.  He  unfeignedly  wished,  that  they 
should  have,  in  the  first  instance,  the 
opinions  of  persons  connected  with  the 
country  circulation  on  the  subject.  Indeed, 
he  thought  that  the  discussion  should 
be  delayed  until  they  had  the  opinions  of 
those  individuals  on  the  subject.  The 
noble  Lord  said,  that  all  country  banks 
should  be  obliged  to  pay  75.  per  cent 
Stamp-duty  upon  the  amount  of  their 
issues  in  circulation,  and  that  with  a  view 
to  ascertain  the  amount  in  circulation. 
Now,  he  should  like  to  know  how  the 
noble  Lord  would  ascertain  the  amount  of 
such  issues  in  circulation.  Was  he  to 
take  the  account  from  the  bankers  them- 
selves ?  The  fact  was,  that  this  criterion 
of  the  amount  of  their  issues  would  be 
anything  but  a  true  criterion.  It  would 
no  more  afford  a  true  criterion  of  the 
amount  of  notes  in  circulation,  than  a 
Property-tax  would  afford  a  criterion  of 
the  real  amount  of  any  individuars  pro- 
perty. For  his  part  he  could  not  under- 
stand the  means  which  the  noble  Lord 
would  have  of  ascertaining  the  real  amount 
of  the  issoes  of  those  banks  in  circulatioD, 


arrangement  to  which  he  had  personally  a 
great  objection,  and  an  objection  that  was 
founded  upon  personal  experience,  not 
only  in  this  country,  but  in  other  parts  of 
the  world.  He  was  aware  that  it  was  an 
objection,  which  in  the  present  temper 
of  the  times,  and  of  that  House,  was 
likely  to  meet  with  little  favour  there.  It 
was  an  objection  to  the  publicity  of  the 
Bank  accounts.  He  was  quite  sure  that 
in  times  of  difficulty  the  means  of  the 
Bank  would  be  limited,  and  its  operations 
would  be  cramped,  by  its  being  under  the 
necessity  of  making  an  appearance  to  the 
country  for  the  purpose  of  masking  its 
operations.  He  was  aware  that  the 
opinions  given  before  the  Committee  were 
various  upon  that  point.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  it  would  be  important  for  the 
House  to  know  what  the  Bank  as  a  body 
thought  upon  the  subject.  He  ( Mr. 
Baring )  was  of  opinion  that  the  publicity 
of  the  accounts  of  the  Bank  would,  in 
times  of  difficulty,  materially  cramp  its 
operations,  and  further^  that  it  would 
sometimes  create  an  alarm  amongst  the 
public  where  there  were  no  real  grounds  for 
alarm.  It  was  perfectly  well  known,  that 
the  Bank  at  times,  like  many  persons 
engaged  in  large  general  business,  would 
perceive  a  great  disproportion  between  its 
issues  and  the  means  in  its  hands;  but  it 
would^  at  the  same  time,  know,  that  by 
circumstances  which  were  not  explicable 
by  figures,  sometimes  the  next  week,  or 
the  next  month,  all  things  would  be  set  to 
rights,  and  the  due  proportion  brought 
about  again.  The  publicity  of  the  accounts 
of  the  Bank  in  such  periods,  and  under 
such  circumstances,  would  occasion  an 
alarm  amongst  the  public  at  appearances 
which,  properly  understood,  would  afford 
no  grounds  for  alarm  at  all.  It  should 
not  be  forgfotten  that,  every  difficulty  and 
every  restriction  put  upon  the  Bank,  pro-* 
duced  corresponding  difficulties  and  re- 
strictions upon  the  intercourse  of  the 
Bank  with  tne  world  at  large.  Gentlemen 
should  not  imagine  that  in  imposing  re- 
strictions upon  the  Bank,  they  were  im- 
posing them  upon  the  Bank  merely  ;  they 
should  recollect,  that  by  the  imposition  of 
such  restrictions,  they  were  making  it  less 
useful  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
established  and  intended.  He  would  re- 
fer for  an  illustration  to  the  last  period  of 
difficulty  since  our  return  to  cash  pa3rments 
—to  the  yev  182$,     J^  fi|ir  weather 
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every  bark  might  go  to  sea,  and  there  was 
then  little  or  do  necessity  for  inquiring 
into  its  seaworthiness ;  but  it  was  obvious 
that  there  must  be  in  this  country  a 
description  of  vessel  that  would  weather  a 
storm  like  the  only  one  that  we  had 
experienced  since  the  return  to  cash  pay- 
ments— namely,  the  storm  of  1825.  Now 
of  this  he  was  quite  certain,  that  if  a 
necessary  publicity  of  its  accounts  had 
been  established  at  that  period,  the  Bank 
would  have  stopped  payment  over  and 
over  again.  He  forgot  to  what  amount 
its  resources  in  specie  were  then  reduced 
— he  believed  that  it  was  to  an  extremely 
and  almost  incredibly  low  amount.  The 
Bank  knowing  that  all  would  be  set  to 
rights  went  on  confidently,  and  things  did 
eventually  come  about,  but  such  would 
not  have  been  the  case  if  the  public, 
at  the  time,  had  been  let  into  its  secrets. 
In  point  of  fact,  there  was.  no  incon- 
venience experienced  from  the  present 
state  of  things  as  regarded  the  Bank 
in  this  respect;  on  the  contrary,  at  the 
period  to  which  he  referred,  in  1825  the 
power  of  secrecy  on  the  part  of  the  Bank 
was  the  safety  and  the  security  of  the 
Bank.  He  was  aware  that  such  a  state 
of  publicity  existed  in  other  countries: 
but  it  did  not  exist  there,  at  least  in 
France,  withont  the  disadvantages  which 
he  had  mentioned  attending  it.  Un- 
doubtedly, the  noble  Lord,  by  proposing 
that  the  publication  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Bank  be  made  every  three  months,  instead 
of  weekly,  so  far  diminished  the  danger 
that  was  likely  to  be  produced  by  such  an 
arrangement.  He  would  suggest  this 
change  in  that  part  of  the  noble  Lord's 
arrangement — namely,  that  the  averages 
to  be  publbhed  at  the  end  of  the  quarter 
should  not  be  averages  made  up  to  that 
time,  but  to  the  middle  of  the  quarter,  for 
if  they  should  be  made  up  just  before  the 
payment  of  the  dividends,  they  would 
exhibit  a  small  amount  of  notes  in  circula- 
tion ;  and  if  made  up  just  after  the 
payment  of  the  dividends,  they  would 
exhibit  a  large  amount  of  notes  in  circula- 
tion. He  therefore  thought  that  by  taking 
the  averages  up  to  the  six  weeks  previous 
to  the  end  of  the  quarter,  they  would 
have  a  greater  chance  of  having  a  fair 
and  correct  return  on  the  subject.  To 
the  making  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of 
EIngland  a  legal  tender  he  had  no  objection; 
oq  tlie  contrary,  he  thonght  that  the 
doing  so  would  be  productive  of  great 
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benefit  to  the  country.     He  thought  that 
the  noble  Lord's  second  Resolution  might 
be  more  judiciously  worded,  so  as  to  afford 
greater  security  to  the  public.     He  would 
suggest  that  that  Resolution  should  be 
altered  to  this  effect — that  so  long  as  the 
Bank  of  England  continued  to  discharge 
all  its  legal  debts  and  responsibilities,  its 
paper  should   be  a  legal   tender  in  the 
country.     It   was    not  sufficient  to  say 
that   so   long  as  the   Bank   was  bound 
by  law  to  discharge  its  liabilities  its  paper 
should  be  a  legal  tender;   it   was  more 
safe,  as  far  as  the  public  was  concerned, 
to   say   that  so  long  as  it  continued  to 
discharge  those  liabilities,  and  no  longer, 
its   paper  should  be  a  legal  tender.     He 
had  considerable  doubts  as  to  whether  we 
should  not  limit  the  payment  in  specie  on 
the  part  of  the  Bank  to  London  alone. 
He,  for  one,  was  inclined  to  limit  it  to  the 
Bank  in  London  alone.     The   doing  so 
would  facilitate  the  issue  of  paper ;  and 
he  thought  that  one  place  for  payment  in 
specie  would  afford  sufficient  security  to 
the  public.     The  late  Mr.  Ricardo's  plan 
was,  that  there  should  be  only  one  place 
— namelVf  London,  and  that  payment  in 
specie  i»hould   be   made  only   for  every 
100/.;  and,  undoubtedly,   if  his  plan  of 
paying  in  ingots  were  adopted,  there  still 
would  be  ample  security  for  the  public. 
He  wished   to  know  whether  the  noble 
Lord   intended    that    the  branch   banks 
should  be  liable  to  pay  in  specie  only  for 
the  amount  of  notes  issued  from  them 
respectively,  or  whether  they  were  to  be 
called  upon  to  pay  for  the  whole  amount 
issued  by  the  Bank  itself.     He  supposed 
that  the  noble  Lord  onlv  intended,  that 
those  branch  banks  should  be  liable  to 
pay  in   specie  for  the  amount  of  paper 
issued  by  themselves.     It  was   proposed 
by  the  noble  Lord,  that  at  the  end  of  ten 
years  the   Government  should  have  the 
power  of  giving  notice  to  the  Bank  that 
its  charter  was  to  expire.  Was  that  power 
to  be  reciprocal  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  as 
well  as  on  the  part  of  the  Government? 
The  noble  Lord  proposed  that,  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  the  power  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  charter.     Was  the  Bank,  on 
the  other  hand,  to  have  a  similar  power  ? 
There  was  a  variety  of  points  connected 
with  this  important  subject,  which  would 
require  much  time  for  their  consideration ; 
and  yet,  it  would  be  hard  to  call  upon  the 
noble  Lord  to  give  proper  time  for  (heir 
I  discussion ;   for  that  would,   in  point  of 
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fact,  be  culling  upon  the  Home  to  tit 

there  till  Christmas  next.  It  was  greatly 
to  be  regretted,  that  their  time  should  have 
been  wasted  upon  measures  of  much  less 
consequence,  so  that  when  a  great  measure 
like  the  present  was  brought  forward,  it 
must  be  disposed  of  in  a  hurry,  as  it 
was  physically  impossible  for  hon.  Members 
to  continue  to  sit  for  the  period  required 
for  its  due  consideration  and  discussion. 
It  was,  however,  of  great  importance  that 
with  respect  to  that  part  of  the  noble 
Lord's  plan  which  regarded  the  internal 
circulation  of  the  country,  and  the  country 
banks,  some  time  should  be  given  to  the 
persons  connected  with  that  circulation  to 
pronounce  their  opinion  upon  it.  With- 
out entering  generally  into  the  question, 
he  could  not  refrain  from  ofiering  the 
observations  which  he  had  now  addressed 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  Grote  said,  that  as  far  as  he  could 
understand  and  follow  the  points  of  the 
noble  Lord's  plan,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
quarrel  with  the  principle  of  it,  but  there 
was  one  point  upon  which  he  thought  that 
the  noble  Lord  deviated  from  the  pnnciples 
which  he  laid  down  in  the  commencement 
of  his  statement — he  alluded  to  the  publicity 
of  the  issues  of  the  Bank  of  England.  He 
concurred  in  every  word  that  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  Lord  as  to  the  extreme  importance 
of  the  publicity  of  the  Bank  issues,  as  the 
best  guarantee  to  the  public  for  the  sound 
management  of  that  body.  It  was  not  that 
he  had  any  reason  to  find  fault  with  its 
management  hitherto,  but  he  saw  clearly 
that  there  was  no  security  to  the  public 
for  the  sound  management  by  the  Bank 
of  the  circulation  of  the  country,  and  more 
especially  for  its  adhering  lo  one  uniform 
principle,  except  in  the  publicity  of  its 
accounts.  The  noble  Lord  had  laid  down 
that  principle  in  the  most  emphatic 
manner  at  the  commencement  of  his 
statement,  but  when  he  came  to  see  the 
mode  in  which  the  noble  Lord  proposed  to 
effect  that  publicity,  and  the  extent  to 
vi^hich  the  noble  Lord  would  carry  it,  he 
owned  that  he  felt  deeply  and  grievously 
disappointed.  The  publication  of  the 
accounts  of  the  Bank  for  a  quarter  at  the 
end  of  the  quarter  was  not  calculated  to 
give  the  public  a  proper  insight  into  the 
management  of  the  Bank,  or  to  operate  as 
a  check  upon  the  Bank  itself.  If, 
however,  the  series  of  weekly  averages, 
which  were  to  be  made  up  during 
the  quarter,  and  which,  according  to  the 


noble  Lord's  plan,  veif  to  be  laid'  before 
the  Qovernment,  but  not  before  the  public 
— if  that  series  of  weekly  averages,  and 
the  amount  of  issues  in  each  wee«  during^ 
the  quarter,  were  to  be  made  public  at  the 
end  of  it,  the  public  would  get  a  better 
insight  into  the  management  of  the  Bank, 
and  he  thought  that  such  publication  was 
necessary  in  order  to  enable  the  public  io 
understand  accurately  whether  the  Bank 
Directors  were  right  or  not  in  their  view 
of  the  results,  and  to  ascertain  whether  the 
variations  that  occurred  could  be  fairly 
and  satisfactorily  accounted  fbr.  He  was 
of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  an  improve- 
ment in  the  noble  Lord's  plan  to  postpone 
the  publication  of  the  accounts  from  three 
months  to  six  months,  if  at  the  end  of 
that  time  the  whole  aeries  of  weekly 
averages  during  the  time  should  be  given. 
No  beneBt,  he  conceived,  would  be  derived 
from  the  publication  a^  proposed  by  the 
noble  Lorid.  He  would  npt  then  enter 
into  the  other  details  of  the  plan ;  tie  would 
content  himself  simply  with  stating,  that 
he  saw  no  material  objeetura  to  the  plan 
as  a  whole,  ai^d  there  was  one  pan  of 
it,^  that  which  went  to  m^ke  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  England  a  legal  tender, 
which  was  of  essential  importanee  to  the 
country. 

Mr.  John  Smith  said,  that  it  wonid  be 
seen  from  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Bank  Committee,  that  the  Bank  never 
was  afraid  of  any  run  upon  it  occasioned 
by  an  unfavourable  state  of  the  exchanges, 
as  it  was  well  known  to  the  Directors  that 
that  would  in  time  right  itself.  In  the 
year  1895,  as  his  hon.  friend  the  member 
for  Essex  was  aware,  the  Bank  of  England, 
to  its  highest  honour,  came  forward  and 
lent  its  notes  to  the  country  bankers. 
During  the  run  that  then  took  place  those 
very  notes  were  freouently,  in  the  qourse 
of  half>an-hour  after  tneir  being  thus 
advanced,  brought  back  to  the  Bank  to 
be  exchanged  tor  specie.  If  the  Bank 
of  England  had  only  to  meet  its  own 
engagements,  then  it  would  have  bad 
no  difficulty  in  doing  so.  The  noble 
Lord  now  proposed  to  'make  Bank  of 
England  notes  a  legal  tender,  which 
would  prevent,  in  case  of  a  run  here- 
after on  Qountry  banks,  such  a  ran  on 
the  Bank  of  England  for  specie,  a  matter 
of  the  highest  importance  to  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  country,  and  a  measure  that 
would  in  all  human  probability,  prevent  the 
occurrence  of  great  distress.     He  thought 
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that  the  Bank  of  England  had  a  right  to 
be  paid,  and  well  paid,  for  its  manage- 
ment of  the  Public  Debt.  The  noble 
Lord's  plan,  as  far  aa  it  regarded  country 
banks,  was  one  of  considerable  complexity, 
and  with  respect  to  it  he  would  not  at 
present  give  an  opinion.  He  could  not 
agree  with  the  hon.  member  for  Essex  in 
thinking  that  the  plan  of  the  noble  Lord 
would  go  to  destroy  the  smaller  banks  of 
issue  in  the  country  parts  of  England. 
He  was  sure  that  under  this  plan  they 
would  continue  to  flourish,  and  he  cer- 
tainly thought  that  their  continuance 
would  be  of  infinite  use  to  the  commerce 
0f  the  country.  He  was  of  opinion,  that 
on  the  whole  the  noble  Lord  had  shown 
great  judgment  and  good  sense  in  the 
plan  which  he  had  brought  forward.  He 
thought  the  proposition  of  the  noble  Lord 
quite  clear,  ana  one  that  could  not  effect 
any  injury  to  the  Bank  establishment. 
When  the  papers  and  other  documents 
were  printed  and  distributed,  he  did  not 
doubt  bat  the  proposition  would  give 
general  satisfaction. 

Mr.  O^Connell  hoped  he  might  be  per- 
vaitled  to  put  a  question  to  the  noble  Lord 
upon  a  point  which  much  interested  a 
great  portion  of  his  constituents  as  well  as 
Irelana  generally.  It  was  not  his  inten- 
tion at  this  stage  to  enter  into  the  general 
principles  of  the  proposition ;  he  was  only 
anxious  to  obtain  some  information.  The 
plan  of  the  noble  Lord  made  Bank  of 
England  notes  a  legal  tender,  and  he 
should  be  glad  to  learn  from  the  noble 
Lord  if  it  was  his  intention  to  extend  that 
principle  to  Ireland.  He  understood  the 
noble  Lord  to  intimate,  that  he  did  not 
contemplate  any  such  extension,  and  ho 
therefore  must  inquire  whether,  as  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  were  not  now 
a  legal  tender,  the  principles  of  the  pre- 
sent proposition  were  in  that  respect  to  be 
extended  to  Ireland.  His  third  inquiry 
was,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
noble  Lord  to  bring  the  consideration  of 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  Charter  this  year 
before  Parliament. 

Lord  i4//Aorpsaid,  that  the  propositions 
which  he  had  submitted  to  the  House 
were  intended  merely  to  apply  to  England 
and  Wales,  and  did  not  extend  either  to 
Scotland  or  Ireland.  With  regard  to  the 
question  put  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  for  Dublin,  with  reference  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Charter  of  the  Bank 
of  Ireland,  he  could  only  say  that  Charter 


did  not  expire  until  the  year  1837,  when 
by  Government  paying  off  the  Debt  due 
to  that  body,  and  giving  proper  notice, 
the  subject  might  be  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  O'Connell  begged  to  remind  the 
noble  Lord,  that  he  had  not  answered  his 
inquiry  as  to  whether  it  was  contemplated 
to  make  Bank  of  Ireland  notes  a  legal 
tender  in  Ireland. 

Lord  Alihorp  replied,  that  it  was  not 
contemplated  to  interfere  at  present  with 
the  Charter  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Hume  regretted,  that  he  felt  called 
upon  to  differ  from  the  sentiments  which 
had  been  expressed  by  several  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  this  subject.  He  felt  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  to  the  negligence 
of  the  Bank  of  England  was  to  be  at- 
tributed the  lamentable  events  resulting 
from  the  panic  of  1826.  At  all  events, 
he  thought  that  those  results  would  not 
have  been  so  lamentable  if  proper  dili- 
gence had  been  used.  Experience  had 
J>roved,  certainly,  that  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
and  gave  relief,  but  he  was  ikr  from 
thinking,  that  no  relief  would  on  that 
occasion  have  been  afforded  but  for  the 
Bank  of  England ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
was  firmly  of  opinion  that  but  for  the 
mismanaged  monopoly,  the  lamentable  and 
eventful  circumstances  to  which  he  had 
alluded  would  nsver  have  occurred,  nor 
the  severe  losses  then  suffered  have  been 
sustained.  He  therefore  could  not  but 
regret,  that  the  public  were  a^ain  to  be 
subjected  to  an  extension  of  that  mono- 
poly for  ten  or  eleven  years  longer,  and 
he  still  more  regretted  this,  because  the 
public  were  not  to  be  benefited  by  the 
renewal  of  the  monopoly.  He  was  aware 
that  many  hon.  Gentlemen  entertained 
an  opinion  that  a  Government  bank  ou^ht 
not  to  be  established,  but  he  was  of  opinion 
that  no  body  of  individuals  could  manage 
such  an  establishment  like  the  state  itself, 
and  that  Government  banks  might  be 
established  with  as  able  men  to  conduct 
them  as  at  present,  and  with  as  little 
trouble  to  the  Minister  for  the  time  being, 
as  was  at  present  experienced,  and  most  un- 
questionably at  a  much  less  expense  to  the 
nation  than  by  the  monopoly  and  manage- 
ment of  the  Bank  of  England.  He  com- 
plained that  the  people  were  to  be  de- 
prived, for  a  continuance,  by  the  Bank 
of  England  of  between  600,000/.  and 
700,000/.  per  annum ;  and  he  strongly 
objected  to  the  enjoyment  by  any  indivi- 
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dual  bank  of  a  monopoly  extending  sixty- 
five  miles   round   the   metropolis.     This 
appeared  to  him  to  be  a  departure  from 
all   the  principles  to  the  full  extent   of 
whii'h  the  noble  Lord  had  stated  himself 
ready  to  go  in  order  to  free  the  country 
from  such   monopolies ;  and  he  was  sorry 
to  find  the  noble  Lord  bad  been  led  to 
acquiesce    in    their    continuance.     With 
reference  to  the  bargain  which  had  been 
spoken  of,  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  ridi- 
culous that  the  circulation  of  the  Bank 
of  England  paper  should   be  forced  all 
over  the  country,  and  that  all  the  people 
should  get  nothing  in   return.    True  it 
was,  that  the  people  would  have  to  pay 
for  the  management  of  the  debt  120.000/. 
instead  of  248,000/.,  but  that  was  the 
only   advantage    to    the    public.     With 
reference  to  the  proposition  that  Bank- 
notes should  be  a  legal  tender,  he  could 
only  express  bis  opinion   that  it  would 
greatly  increase  the  dangers  to  be  feared 
from     a    paper    currency,    and     would 
eventually  drive  a  gold,  circulation  out  of 
the  country ;    for,  as  the  law  now  stood, 
every  country  bank  was  obliged  to  retain 
a  certain  quantity  of  gold  in  its  possession 
to  answer  the  demand,  equal  to  the  circu- 
lation of  its  notes;    but  under  the  plan 
proposed  that  was  done  away  with,  and, 
therefore,  whenever  a  run  for  gold  might 
arise,  it  would  be  directed  to  the  Bank  of 
England  and  its  branches,  and  the  danger 
consc'quently   increased.     The  plan  was 
wholly  bad,  and  particularly  as  respected 
the  renewal  of  the  existing  Bank  mono- 
poly.    He  saw  no  reason  why  the  business 
of  banking  should  not  be  opened  the  same 
as  any  other  trade,  business,  or  occupation. 
The  hon.  member  for  Essex  had  said,  that 
by  the  establishment  of  two  rival  banks 
evil   would   follow,    for  they  would    be 
playing  tricks.   He  must,  however,  remind 
the  hon.  Member  that  the  responsibility  of 
each  establishment,  arising  from  publicity, 
would  be  a  sufficient  check,  and  under  it 
no  danger  could  be  incurred.     So  far  from 
entertaining  any  fears  from  publicity,  he 
thought,  on  the   contrary,  that  it  would 
tend  much  to  the  public  advantage.     On 
the    whole,    however,   he    must    protest 
against  this  system  of  monopoly  being 
continued,    for    he  was    sure   the    time 
would  come  when  it  would  be  regretted 
that  such  an  important  trust  as  that  about 
to  be  conferred  should  have  been  placed 
in  the  hands  of  any  set  of  individuals. 
Colonel  Torrens  said,  that  though  he 


considered  the  plan  developed  byiba  nobk 
Lord,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
to  be  in  many  respects  an  improvement 
upon  the  present  monetary  systeon,   yet 
he  could  not  discover  how  the  dangers 
inherent    in   that  were   to    be  removed. 
Publicity  of  accounts,  making  Bank  of 
England  paper  a  legal  tender,  and  relax- 
ing the  Usury  Laws  with  respect  to  Bills 
of  Exchange^  were  undoubtedly  improve- 
ments;  but  evils  of  the  greatest  mag- 
nitude remained,  for  which  it  was    not 
even  attempted  to  apply  a  remedy.  Long, 
varied,  and  calamitous  experience  had  now 
established  the  fact — that  a  circulating 
medium  mainly  consisting  of  paper  money, 
issued  by  irresponsible  bodies,  and  con- 
vertible into  cash,  at  the  option  of  the 
holders,  was  the  most  fluctuating,  insecure 
and    dangerous    currency  which  it  was 
possible  for  a  great  commercial  country 
to  employ.    The  evils  of  this  species  of 
currency  were  made  manifest  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  during  the  crisis  of  1797, 
which  terminated  in    the  suspension  of 
cash-payments.     It  would   not  now   be 
contended  that  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments of  that  period  were  occasioned  by 
the  war  then  raging  in  Europe,  because  in 
1826,  when  for  the  five  preceding   years 
there  had  been  peace  with  the  world,  a  pe- 
cuniary crisis  of  a  still  more  calamitous  cba- 
racteroccurred.  Thepanicof  1825and  1826, 
occurring  during  a  period  of  profound  re- 
pose, with  universal  peace  abroad    and 
perfect  tranquillity  at  home— that  panic 
traceable  to  no  external  or  intrinsic  cause, 
had  its  source  and  its  origin  in  the  nature 
of  the  system  itself,  and  in  the  insecurity 
which  belonged  to  a  paper  currency,  when 
issued  at  the  « discretion  of  irresponsible 
bodies,  and  convertible  into  cash  at  the 
option   of   the  holder.    The    Bank    Di- 
rectors, indeedi  had  staled  in  the  evidence 
which  they  gave  before  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee of  last  year,  that  they  had,  at  length, 
become  wise  in  their  generation,  and  that, 
instructed  by  past  experience,  they  now 
recognised  and  acted  upon  the  principles 
which  they  formerly  repudiated,  and  that 
in   their  new-born  sagacity  they  would 
avert  the  recurrence  of  the  evils  which 
had  arisen  to  the  country.     But  was  the 
conduct  of  the  Bank  Directors  calculated 
to  inspire  the  House  and  country  with 
confidence  in  their  professions?  Quite  the 
contrary.     Their  new  and  improved  rules 
for  regulating  the  issues  of  paper,  so  far 
from  imparting  steadiness  to  the  circa* 
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latiog  mcdioin,  occasioned  deep  and  ca- 
lamitous vibrations  between  deficiency 
and  excess.  The  Directors  stated  that 
their  improved  system  commenced  in  1827. 
Now,  in  the  first  place,  did  the  official 
accounts  submitted  to  the  Committee  of 
last  year  establish  the  fact,  that  the 
new  system  adopted  by  the  Directors  of 
the  Bank  of  England  in  1827,  had  tended 
to  give  increased  steadiness  and  uniformity 
to  the  currency  ?  On  the  27th  of  January, 
the  amount  of  notes  in  circulation  was 
18,300,000/.;  and  on  the  22nd  of 
November,  in  the  following  year,  the  cir- 
culation had  increased  to  27,012,000/., 
being  an  increase  of  Bank  paper  in  circu- 
lation to  the  extent  of  one-third,  or 
upwards  of  thirty  per  cent. ;  and,  during 
December,  1831,  to  the  first  week  of 
January,  1832,  the  circulation  wss  com- 
puted at  16,400,000/.  Now,  these  fluc- 
tuations in  Uie  amount  of  the  circulation 
which  bad  been  produced  under  the  im- 
proved principles  of  management,  which 
was  to  give  steadiness  to  our  monetary 
system,  had  exceeded  the  fluctuations 
which  took  place  before  the  improve- 
ment was  adopted.  Between  the  years 
1820  and  1826,  the  highest  circulation  was 
26,51 1,000/.,  and  the  lowest  16,304,000/. 
Thus  the  facts,  as  recorded  by  the  Di- 
rectors themselves,  showed  that  the  flue* 
tuations  to  which  the  circulation  was 
previously  liable  had  increased.  The 
practical  rule  of  the  Bank  Directors,  as 
stated  by  themselves  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  last  year,  was,  when  the  cur- 
rency was  full,  as  indicated  by  the  ex- 
changes being  at  par,  or  about  to  become 
unfavourable,  to  keep  in  their  coffers 
bullion  and  coin  to  the  extent  of  one-third 
of  their  liabilities.  Thus  when  the  cur- 
rency was  full,  if  there  was  10,000,000/. 
of  gold  in  the  Bank,  their  liabilities  would 
be  30,000,000/.,  10,000,000/.  being  issued 
upon  the  deposit  of  gold,  and  20,000,000/. 
upon  available  securities;  but  supposing 
a  succession  of  bad  harvests  or  other 
unfavourable  events  to  reduce  the  deposit 
of  gold  in  the  Bank  to  5,000/.  and  suppos- 
ing, while  only  this  amount  of  treasure 
remained  with  the  Bank,  the  exchanges 
were  at  par,  or  about  to  become  unfavour- 
ble,  then,  upon « the  rule  which  the  Bank 
Directors  laid  down  for  their  conduct, 
they  would  have  to  reduce  their  liabilities 
from  80,000,000/.  to  15,000/.  But  if 
abundant   harvests  or    other  favourable 

circumstancei  should  increase  the  lupply 


of  the  metals  in  the  Bank  to  1 5,000,000/., 
and  should  the  continuance  of  a  favour- 
able exchange  indicate  a  deficient  cur- 
rency then  on  their  own  rule  the  Directors 
would  extend  their  issues  of  paper  until  their 
liabilities  became  equal  to  45,000,000/. 
Thus,  under  the  new  rule  of  management 
of  the  Bank  Directors,  the  currency  of  the 
country  was  exposed  to  the  deepest 
vitiations.  He  regretted  that  his  Majesty's 
Government  should  have  proposed  the 
renewal  of  the  Bank  Charter  without  any 
essential  improvement,  and  left  the  coun- 
try exposed  to  all  the  calamities  of  an 
insecure  and  deeply  fluctuating  currency. 
The  establishment  of  a  Government  Bank, 
issuing  a  fixed  amount  of  inconvertible 
paper,  somewhat  under  the  wants  of  the 
country — say  29,000,000/.,  and  com- 
pelled, over  and  above  this  fixed  amount 
of  inconvertible  paper,  to  issue  incon- 
vertible notes  in  the  purchase  of  gold  at 
the  Mint  price,  and  to  receive  them  back 
again  in  exchange  for  bullion  at  the  same 
price,  then  would  the  circulating  medium 
be  exactly  upon  the  same  footing  with 
respect  to  amount  and  to  value  as  if  it 
consisted  entirely  of  the  precious  metals. 
The  proposed  bargain  with  the  Bank  was 
most  improvident,  and  would  assuredly 
disappoint  the  just  expectations  of  the 
country. 

Lord  AUhorp  said,  that  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
had  entirely  misunderstood  the  principles 
opon%which  the  Bank  proposed  to  act, 
and  therefore  he  did  not  wish  that  the  im- 
pression iiihich  such  a  misapprehension 
would  create  should  remain  unanswered. 
It  was  true  that  the  object  of  the  Bank 
would  be  to  keep  in  possession  of  bullion 
to  the  amount  of  one- third  of  their  liabili- 
ties; those  liabilities  included  their  de- 
posits as  well  as  the  circulation.  The 
principle  which  the  Bank  Directors  pro- 
fessed to  adopt  was,  to  keep  the  amount 
of  their  securities  level,  and  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  when  bullion  was  drawn 
out  of  their  cofl*ers  to  go  abroad,  the  effect 
was  to  diminish  the  amount  of  the  circu- 
lation ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  when 
bullion  came  in,  of  course  the  circulation 
was  increased ;  therefore,  so  long  as  the 
securities  remained  the  same,  a  diminution 
of  5,000,000/.  would  occasion  a  decrease 
in  circulation  of  that  amount  also,  and  not 
of  15,000,000/.,  as  had  been  stated  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member.  The  in- 
crease of  the  amount  of  bullion  would 
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also  create  an  equivalent  increase  of  cir- 
culation. 

Colonel  Torrent  said,  that  admitting 
that  the  deposits  constituted  part  of  the 
liabilities  of  the  Bank  Directors,  yet  he 
maintained  that  it  tended  still  more  to 
decrease  the  circulation,  and  was  another 
element  of  fluctuation. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  inquired 
from  the  noble  Lord,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  if  it  was  intended  that 
the  country  bankers  who  did  not  Issue 
their  own  paper  were  to  be  compelled  to 
return  the  amount  of  their  circulation, 
assets,  and  securities ;  at  the  same  time, 
he  begged  to  observe  that  the  making  a 
51.  Bank  of  England  note  a  legal  tender 
was  no  boon  to  the  country  bankers,  and 
had  not  been  sought  for  nor  solicited  by 
them. 

Lord  Althorp  replied,  that  his  proposi- 
tion only  applied  to  bankers  issuing 
their  own  notes ;  and,  therefore,  if  a 
country  banker  did  not  issue  notes,  he 
could  not  be  called  upon  for  an  account 
of  his  circulation  and  assets* 

Mr.  Baring  remarked  that  the  noble 
Lord  had  said,  that  his  proposition  did 
not  extend  to  Scotland.  From  this  a 
great  evil  or  inconvenience  would  arise  with 
respect  to  a  legal  tender,  particularly  on 
the  border.  This  inconvenience  was 
manifested  by  supposing  a  person  living 
in  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  or  upon  the 
border,  who  might  be  compelled  to  re- 
ceive from  his  English  debtor  that  which 
be  coukl  not  tender  to  his  Scotch  creditor. 

Lord  Althorp  said,  that  in  Scotland  1/. 
notes  were  in  circulation,  and,  therefore, 
the  making  Bank-notes  a  legal  tender 
would  exclude  a  bullion  circulation  alto- 
gether. Admitting,  as  he  did,  that  there 
should  not  be  a  difference  made  in  the 
circulation,  yet  still  he  thought  that 
subject  would  involve  a  difficult  question 
with  one  sufficiently  difficult  as  regarded 
England  and  Wales,  without  interfering 
with  the  Scotch  circulation. 

Mr.  Farster,  as  a  country  banker, 
acquitted  the  noble  Lord  of  any  hostility 
to  the  body  of  which  he  formed  a  part, 
yet  he  was  not  sure  that  the  noble  Lord  had 
not  unwillingly  been  led  into  a  scheme 
which  had  long  been  cherished  by  the 
Bank  Directors,  of  nranopolizing  to  them- 
selves the  circulation  of  the  country.  Such 
a  measure  would  be  most  injurious.  The 
system  of  covntry  banking  had  its  faulty 
parts  he  admHtedi   Irnt  ttkeo   m  llie 


aggregate  it  was  much  better  than  the 
^nk  of  England,  inasmuoh  as  it  preaetited 
a  smaller  circulation  founded  npon  t 
larger  basis  of  property.  The  hon.  meinber 
for  Buckinghamshire  (Mr.  John  Smhli) 
was,  he  admitted,  a  high  authority  upon 
all  subjects  connected  with  banking ;  not 
he  must  venture  to  differ  from  thftt  hon. 
Member  in  his  opinion  that  the  niMsim 
for  making  Bflnk»notes  ft  legal  tetider 
would  prevent  panics;  on  the  contrary, 
he  thought  its  tendency  would  be  to  in* 
crease  their  frequency  and  extent.  The 
country  bankers  being  released  from  the 
obligation  now  imposed  on  them  of  keep- 
ing a  store  of  gold,  whenever  a  demand 
for  that  article  arose  in  the  country, 
whether  from  political  dtsOfedk  or  any 
other  cause,  there  would  be  a  simnltaneons 
application  for  it  from  all  the  country  hanks 
to  the  Bank  of  England,  which  wonid 
thus  be  exposed  to  most  severe  and  sndden 
drains.  The  Committee  woold  reootlect 
that  it  was  an  operation  of  this  kind 
which  caused  the  panic  of  1895,  imd  if 
this  measure  were  adopted,  he  antieipnted 
a  repetition  of  such  events.  Indeed,  so 
impressed  was  he  with  the  conrietlon 
that  people  in  the  country  dlstnctf  wonld 
prefier  paper  directly  convertible  htto 
gold,  to  that  which  was  Indffe^f  con- 
vertible, that  he  should  think  H  would  be 
the  policy  of  country  bankers,  notwith- 
standing their  protection  from  paynieut  In 
gold  by  law,  to  issue  notes  which  shoold 
express  on  the  face  of  them  that  they 
would  be  paid  in  gold  t  and  snch  notes  he 
was  inclined  to  think,  would  soon  c^em 
pre-eminence  over  those  of  the  Bmk  of 
Ens^land. 

The  Chairman  reported  progiese,  niNl 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

MT.VfSTRRIAL   PIaH    FOR    TifE  AnO- 

LiTioK  OF  SiAVSRT.]  The  Hoose  went 
into  a  Committee  on  Colonial  Slavery. 

Mr.  Godton  wished  as  briefly  as  he 
could,  to  bring  the  case  of  the  Weit*Indin 
planters  before  the  Commitlee,  ami  he 
trusted  the  Committee  would,  oh  inch  a 
moinentoos  snhject,  give  hhn  n  patient 
hearing.  He  was  most  ready  lo  ndlwit 
that  the  time  for  emancrpathig  the  MgeotM 
had  arrived-^the  only  question  was  llie 
manner  and  mode  of  doing  it.  Thie  wet 
a  most  important  sebject,  implieatltig  not 
only  the  property,  but  the  Uvea  of  the 
white  population  of  the  West-Indi*  ie« 
bm4$0  Hen»  Menbeit  ongifal  t»edjn<iiiH 
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CHI  tlM  ptaft  of  Ih^  right  faott.  Stefelary,  m 
IT  tbey  w«r«  lli«  JiidgiM  ftm)  the  Jury. 
He  wimM  ii6t  tty,  tb«t  th«  Jury  bfed  b«en 
picked  try  llit  MOtturt  of  Ihe  plftttterti 
but  fverybbdy  knitw  thtt  tbd  most  powdiful 
McenlMi  w«f<!  mtde  at  the  iMt  elee* 
tioti,  to  ptuvtiit  pIftiitM'tf  btvini;  leiitt  in 
thftt  Hutise  I  utid  It  b^dttiM  the  duty  of 
indepandebt  ttembeffl  to  lee  that  Juttiee 
WM  done  to  the  ecinisedi  It  eould  not 
be  denied  thet  the  people  of  Englendi 
who  hed  poofed  In  countleee  petltiont* 
enterteined  a  ttfong  feeling  on  the  sdbject 
of  lletery  t  it  had  been  urged  on  the 
attention  of  the  Ooverotnetit)  by  the  large, 
reipeccftble,  and  powerful  pttty^  called 
the  Anti^Slavery  l^oriety,  eompoeed  prin« 
cipally  of  persona  diaaenttng  ftom  the 
Gfaureh  of  England*  The  Government 
bed  tboagbt  proper  to  take  nearly  the 
aaflM  tiewof  thla  nataonel  queltton  as  that 
terjf  inlloetitlal  pertyi  He  was  one  of  a 
body  of  meti  pereooally  intereited  in  the 
eettiemetit  of  this  queMion  whioh  deeply 
affiled  the  propeny  of  persona  resident 
In  Ertghindy  ana  the  ll?es  of  die  white 
iohabitante  of  the  oolonies.  In  his  obser- 
TMiona)  howete^  he  would  oarefully 
•ndoafonr  to  pees  by  til  irritating  and 
toflpleaatnt  toplos,  and  although  he  might 
ftel  exoliedf  he  would  attempt  to  urge  the 
ffigbte  of  the  planters  in  k  tone  as  conoili* 
alory  M  the  slanders  heaped  upon  them 
would  permit.  He  would  begin  by  deny- 
ing the  right  of  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  to  legislate  for  the  internal 
regahlion  or  tekatlon  of  the  colonies 
wkleh  had  Looal  Legislatttres.  The  laws  of 
Great  Britelo  had  ever  recognised,  and 
bad  never  taken  away,  the  right  which 
Jamaioa  acquired  by  oharter  to  an 
indepehdent  legislature.  The  inhabitants 
of  ]that  island  would  insist  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  England  had  no  right  to  pass  a 
law  to  bind  them ;  and  they  would  not 
receife  iti  If  they  were  bound  to  submit 
to  that  iuriBdietion«  they  ought  to  be 
eontlaeed  by  reason  and  argument,  and 
ttot  by  ftwoe.  The  right  hon.  Secretary 
fbr  the  Colonies  endeavoured  to  convince 
the  House  that  it  had  the  right  to  pass 
lUa  mei8ore,on  the  ground  that  whenever 
apower  had  been  delegated  by  a  legislature 
k  could  be  resumed  at  any  time*  The 
righi  hon.  Gentleman  assumed  that 
the  Fetliament  did  delegate ;  whereas  the 
Hooie  never  had  the  opportunity  of 
Megatbg  strah  power  to  any  of  the  coio* 
iiliii   The  le|ie)atttre  of  J»mftioa  epteog^ 


by  charter,  from  the  King,  without  the 
knowledge,  consent,  or  approbation  of  the 
Parliament  of  England.  He  challenged 
any  lawyeti  in  or  out  of  the  House,  to 
show  anv  act  of  delegation,  or  any  author* 
ity  for  delegation.  That  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  had  the  right  to  enforce 
this  law  on  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  for 
the  internal  regulation  of  that  island,  bad 
been  supported  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man,  on  two  Acts  of  Parliament ;  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  that  the 
Assembly  of  Jamaica  had,  by  acting  on 
those  statutes,  admitted  the  right.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  first  referred  tt  be 
1 1th  and  12th  William  3rd,  chap.  7,  for 
the  more  effectual  suppression  of  piracy. 
But  that  Act  never  was  admitted  into  the 
island  of  Jamaica,  and  never  was  attempted 
to  be  enforced  there.  It  did  not  supersede 
any  colonial  tribunals  in  islands  having 
legislative  assemblies,  nor  apply  to  the 
colonies  having  charters  in  the  nature  of 
civil  oorporationst  It  would  be  a  very  good 
argument  if  a  single  instance  couid  be 
quoted  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  acted 
upon  in  Jamaica,  without  having  previously 
received  the  sanction  of  the  local  legisla- 
ture. There  was  not  one.  The  island  of 
Jamaica  had  a  Court  of  Admiralty  before 
the  time  of  that  Act,  and  had  continued 
that  Court  without  ever  recognizing  the 
statute.  The  other  Act  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  referred  to,  was  5th  Geo.  2nd 
e.  7.,  by  which  persons  resident  in  England 
were  quieted  as  to  the  fears  which  were 
entertamed,  whether  their  mortgages  on 
property  in  the  colony  were  legal  on  ac«* 
count  of  the  high  rate  of  interest  taken  by 
them.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  forgot 
to  say,  that  this  Act  of  Parliament  had 
been  repealed  as  to  the  negroes ;  and  he 
should  have  observed,  that  it  was  not 
passed  fbr  the  pnrpose  of  interfering  with 

groperty  in  Jamaica,  but  to  protect  the 
iriiish  merchants  from  the  effect  of  the 
usury  laws  of  this  country.  The  legal 
rate  of  interest  in  Jamaica  was  six  per 
cent,  and  the  only  object  of  that  Act  was  to 
protect  the  merchants  in  advancing  money 
at  the  legal  rate  of  interest  in  Jamaica. 
Befbre  that  Act  of  the  English  Parliaanent 
there  was  a  lawof  Jamaioa,  making  negroes 
assets  fbr  the  payment  of  debts,  and  they 
continued  to  be  assets  aAer  that  Act  was 
repealed.  '*  But,  then,*'  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  **  I  will  give  yon  the  opinion 
of    a    distinguished    authority    on   this 

sotgect/*  and  the  right  boo  Oeotleman 
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referred  to  Mr.  Otis  an  American  geiHle- 
man,  but  he  (Mr.  Godson)  could  show  by 
the  conduct  of  that  gentleman,  during  the 
whole  of  his  political  life,  that  the  right 
faon.  Gentleman  had  been  mistaken  as  to 
his  opinions.  He  would  read  to  the  House 
an  extract  from  an  account  of  some 
proceedings  at  Boston,  dated  the  8th  of 
May,  1770.  Mr.  Otis  having  retired  to 
the  country  for  the  recovery  of  his  health, 
it  was  voted — "  That  the  thanks  of  the 
town  be  given  to  the  hon.  James  Otis,  for 
the  great  and  important  services  which,  as 
a  representative  in  the  General  Assembly 
throngh  a  coarse  of  years,  he  has  rendered 
to  this  town  and  province;  particularly 
for  his  undaunted  exertions  in  the  com- 
mon cause  of  the  colonies,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  present  glorious  struggle 
for  the  rights  of  the  British  Constitution, 
&c."  In  1764,  Mr.  Otis  said,  "  When 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  shall 
think  fit  to  allow  the  colonists  a  repre- 
sentation in  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
equity  of  their  taxing  the  colonists  will 
be  as  clear  as  their  power  is,  at  present, 
of  doing  it  if  they  please."  Did  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  think,  that  by  defending 
the  rights  conferred  by  the  British  Con- 
stitution, Mr.  Otis  meant  that  this  Par- 
liament possessed  the  right  to  make  laws 
for  the  state  of  Massachusetts?  All  the 
acts  of  Mr.  Otis's  life,  showed  that  he 
exerted  himself  to  the  utmost,  in  defence 
of  the  independence  of  the  Colonial  legis- 
latures. He  began  public  life  by  a  speech 
against*  the  *'  writs  of  assistance,"  which 
drew  forth  an  eulogium  from  President 
Adams,  in  which  Mr.  Otis  observed,  that 
neither  "  King  James  nor  King  Charles 
could  be  supposed  to  intend  that  Parlia- 
ment, which  they  both  hated  more  than 
they  did  the  Pope  or  the  French  king, 
should  share  with  them  in  the  government 
of  colonies  instituted  by  their  royal 
prerogative."  Mr.  Otis  was  the  first  to 
resist  the  principles  now  attributed  to  him. 
He  resisted,  not  only  by  state  papers,  but 
by  bayonets ;  and  such  was  the  authority 
upon  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
relied,  to  justify  an  interference  in  the 
internal  affairs  of  Jamaica.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  also  referred  to  what  Mr. 
Canning  had  said,  namely — ''that  the 
interference  of  this  country  might  be  im- 
periously called  for ;  and  that  it  required 
the  greatest  possible  case  of  necessity  to 
justify  such  an  exertion  of  power — that 
there  was  an  ultimate  power  in  the  pueot 


state,  which  was  an  arcaman  imperii  not 
to  be  disclosed,  but  when  strong  necessity 
required."  But  that  was  a  gratuitous 
assertion  of  Mr.  Canning,  unsupported  by 
authority  or  practice.  It  was  the  tyrant's 
plea;  and  would  justify  the  exercise  of 
uncontrolled  and  irresponsible  power.  The 
right  hon.  Secretary  called  on  those  who 
supported  the  proposition  that  the  l^arlia- 
ment  had  not  the  power  and  the  right,  to 
point  out  the  laws  which  prevented  such 
interference.  He  would  show,  both  by 
the  charters  granted  to  the  colonies,  by 
Acts  of  Parliament,  and  by  an  opinion  of 
the  Judges,  that  the  view  which  he  had 
taken  of  the  case  was  correct.  He  would 
confine  himself  to  the  island  of  Jamaica, 
as  be  was  anxious  not  tt>  distract  the 
attention  of  hon.  Gentlemen.  Jamaica 
was  taken  from  the  Spaniards  in  the  time 
of  Oliver  Cromwell,  who  never  condes- 
cended to  ask  Parliament  for  a  constitution 
for  that  colony.  By  the  7th  article  of 
the  treaty  signed  at  Madrid  in  June, 
1670,  the  king  of  Spain  ceded  that  island 
to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  his  heirs 
and  successors,  for  ever,  with  full  right  of 
sovereignty.  Charles  2n(i  had  not  such  love 
for  Parliaments,  as  to  induce  him  to  come 
down  with  a  request  of  the  kind.  By  a 
proclamation  in  1661,  he  made  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Jamaica  free  denizens  of 
England ;  and  he  afterwards  granted  his 
royal  charter  to  Jamaica,  which  was 
framed  upon  the  report  of  Lord  Chief 
Justice  North.  By  that  charter  an 
authority  was  granted  ^'  to  the  governor 
of  the  island  to  summon  general  assemblies 
of  the  freeholders  and  planters  within 
the  island,  to  be  called  the  General  As. 
sembly  of  Jamaica,  who  should  have 
power  with  the  advice  of  the  Governor 
and  his  Council,  to  make,  constitute,  and 
ordain  laws,  statutes,  and  ordinances  for 
the  public  peace,  welfare,  and  good 
government  of  the  island,  and  of  the 
people  and  inhabitants  thereof,  and  such 
other  as  shall  resort  thereto,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  our  heirs  and  successors ;"  which 
laws,  statutes,  and  ordinances  were  to  be 
*'  (as  near  as  convenient  may  be)  agreeable 
to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  the  Jungdom 
•f  England."  It  was  provided  that  the 
acts  of  the  Assembly  should  be  sent  to 
England  for  the  approval  of  the  King ; 
and  the  Governor  had  the  power  of  a 
veto.  The  approval  of  the  acts  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  was 
to  be    signified,  not   by  the   English 
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Parliamentt  but  b^  the  King  alone.  Like 
all  other  legislative  assemblies,  the  As- 
sembly of  Jamaica  emanated  from  the 
King's  prerogative*  and  flowed  from 
the  same  fountain  as  the  Parliament  of 
England.  Hon.  Oentlemen  were  too  well 
acquainted  with  the  character  of  Charles 
2nd»  not  to  know  that  he  attempted  to 
obtain  money  in  all  sorts  of  ways.  He 
made  an  experiment  opon  Jamaica,  but 
failed.  A  similar  attempt,  equally  un- 
successful, was  renewed  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne,  to  obtain  a  fixed  revenue 
from  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica.  This 
body  resisted;  and  although  laws  were 
sent  out  for  their  adoption,  the  Legislature 
of  Jamaica  would  not  yield.  The  Earl  of 
Carlisle  desired  that  the  Assembly  should 
give  their  consent  to  the  laws  which  he 
had  brought  with  him,  without  the  power 
of  objecting  to,  or  the  liberty  of  examin- 
ing, any  part  of  them.  No  threat  was 
left  untried,  no  persuasion  neglected,  no 
art  omitted,  which  might  induce  the 
members  to  bend  their  necks  beneath  the 
yoke.  They  successfully  resisted,  and 
thus  established  their  Magna  Charta.  The 
men  of  Jamaica  know  their  rights  now  as 
well  as  they  did  then.  In  1703,  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  island  renewed  the  demand 
for  a  permanent  revenue,  but  the  Assembly 
stoutly  resisted  the  attempt,  and  carried 
their  opposition  so  far  as  to  prevent  the 
landing  of  troops,  and  they  refused  to 
yield  or  to  grant  supplies,  till  the  Governor 
admitted  that  the  English  Parliament  had 
no  power  to  enforce  bills  in  Jamaica.  This 
admission  he  was  compelled  to  make. 
During  the  struggle,  the  Legislature  of 
Jamaica  was  several  times  prorogued  and 
dissolved;  but  they  continued  firm  to 
their  purpose.  On  one  occasion,  the 
opinion  of  the  Judges  was  requested  by 
the  King,  whether,  by  his  Majesty's  letter, 
proclamation,  or  commission,  his  Majesty 
had  excluded  himself  from  the  power  of 
ettablishiog  laws  in  Jamaica;  and  the 
Judaea  returned  an  answer  establishing 
the  independence  of  Jamaica.  This  colony 
tben^  had  longbeen  in  the  possession  of  a 
charter,  and  Uie  mhabitants  had  resisted 
the  attempts  of  the  Crown  to  infringe  on 
their  rights.  There  was  an  opinion  of  the 
Judges  in  favour  of  the  charter,  which 
hitherto  had  been  respected  by  this  coun- 
try.  The  King,  by  means  of  the  Governor, 
had  his  veto ;  and  such  was  the  similarity 
of  the  Constitution  of  Jamaica  to  that  of 

So|^d|  that  Uw  ilQiue  of  Assembly  at 


Jamaica  would  not  allow  a  Money  Bill  to 
pass  which  had  not  originated  in  their 
House.  He  had  examined  the  question 
as  if  it  were  some  general  internal  regu- 
lation, but  he  was  prepared  to  show  that  it 
was  in  truth,  a  tax  on  the  West-India 
planters.  It  was  proposed  that  the  master 
should  employ  his  slave  for  seven  hours 
and  a  half  a  day,  and  for  which  he  should 
provide  him  with  food,  clothing,  and 
lodging.  That  was  fixing  the  rate  of 
wages.  The  act  of  18th  George  3rd 
applied  to  that  case,  by  which  the  Go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  gave  up  all 
right  and  power  to  tax  her  colonies.  He 
was  anxious  not  to  be  misunderstood — he 
did  not  urge  this  argument  with  a  wish  to 
hinder  or  prevent  emancipation ;  but  he 
placed  these  facts  and  reasons  before  the 
House,  because  it  was  fitting  the  House 
should  know  in  what  light  the  question 
would  be  received  in  Jamaica.  The  As* 
sembly  of  that  island  would  not  tamely 
resign  its  rightsi  He  wished  to  point  out 
to  the  House  the  consequences  of  adopt- 
ing the  plan  of  Government,  and  to 
show  that  the  power  which  they  were 
called  upon  to  exercise  they  did  not 
possess.  Did  the  House  not  having  the 
right,  intend  to  exercise  the  power,  and 
raise  up  the  opposition  of  the  Assembly  of 
Jamaica  ?  He  came  to  the  plain  question 
whether  the  slaves  were  property  or  not? — 
whether  the  possessions-  in  the  West-India 
islands  were  property  or  not  ?  The  right 
hon.  Secretary  spoke  as  if  he  considered 
the  slaves  to  be  property,  but  an  influential 
party,  who  had  many  able  advocates  in 
that  House,  had  stated  that  slaves  were 
not  property.  The  planters  and  inhabit- 
ants of  Jamaica  considered  that  they  were 
property.  Some  parts  of  the  possessions 
were,  undoubtedly,  property.  Steam- 
engines,  buildings,  houses,  were  still 
property  in  Jamaica;  and  had  the  House 
a  right  to  take  away  those  adjuncts  which 
it  had  forced  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Ja- 
maica, and  which  now  alone  made  those 
things,  admitted  to  be  property  in  England, 
valuable  as  property  in  Jamaica  ?  If  so, 
the  Jamaica  man  had  a  right  to  say,  *<  If 
you  take  from  me  that  which  makes  my 
property  valuable,  you  ought,  at  least,  to 
give  me  compensation."  The  planters  of 
Jamaica  could  say  that  the  evil  complained 
of  did  not  originate  with  them ;  that,  from 
the  time  of  the  first  monopoly  of  the 
slave-trade,  in  1662,  down  to  the  present 

period,  the  Parlianeat  bad  by  ita  own 
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a^U,  ftdmitidd  that  thei'e  had  been  »onie» 
thtfig  attached  t6  an  estate  in  the  West* 
ItidieSj  Considered  lo  have  all  the  attrtbates 
of  {>r<ipeirt]f.  Bat,  independently  of 
Acts  of  Parliament)  he  would  also  refer  to 
the  6plnidfi9  which  had  been  expressed  by 
the  Judges  upoh  the  subject.  In  1689,  ten 
of  the  Judges,  in  reply  to  a  demand  from 
Che  King  in  Council,  said,  **  In  pursuance 
of  your  Majesty's  Order  in  Council,  tre 
do  most  humbly  certify  our  opinion  to  be, 
that  negroes  are  merchandize."  Here, 
theb,  Wafe  the  opinion  of  th6  Judges 
of  the  land,  deliberately  expressed  by 
Chief  Justice  Holt,  and  nine  other 
Jadges  of  that  day,  and  the  Committee 
could  not  come  to  a  right  conclusion  upon 
Ihii  question^  uttless  It  took  into  eonsidef- 
atiort  what  the  people  of  Jamaica  might 
think  of  it.  Iti  1760)  the  planters  wished 
to  stop  the  importation  of  slares,  and 
were  proceeding  to  take  measures  to 
oblaib  that  end ;  but  Great  Britain  inters 
feted,  declaring  that  she  would  not  suffer 
the  colotties  to  put  aside  a  traffic  which 
Was  so  generally  lucrative  to  the  empire. 
The  mother  country  had  by  her  acts  forced 
upon  the  colonies  that  species  of  pos- 
session which  It  was  now  said  to  be  a 
orime  (or  them  to  retain.  If  it  were  a 
OrimO)  those  Who  forced  the  colonists  to 
oommit  it  must  be  as  guilty  as  the  colonists 
themseWes.  The  Statute,  too,  of  5th 
George  2nd,  so  (Confidently  referred  to  by 
the  right  hon.  Secretary,  as  showing  that 
Great  Britain  had  the  right  to  interfere 
in  the  internal  legislature  of  the  colonies, 
deolahKlf  that  the  negro  might  be  made 
the  subjeet  of  mortgage.  If  that  Act 
of  Parliament)  then,  were  good  for  any 
thing  It  went  to  prove  the  validity  of  his 
oase.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
not  surely  contend  that  an  Act  of  PaHia- 
tnent,  good  for  one  purpose,  must,  neces* 
ear ily,  be  bad  for  another.  The  right  hon. 
Beeretary  could  not  stiy,  thnt  this  Statute 
proved  the  right  of  the  British  Legislature 
so  interfere  in  the  internal  government  of 
the  colonieS)  without  at  the  same  time,  ad- 
mittitig  that  it  proved,  that  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  Parliament  at  home,  the  negro 
had  been  oottsidervd  the  property  of  the 
ffiadter,  and  made  a  legitimate  subject 
of  mortgage.  He  would  refer  to  only 
one  more  Act  of  Parliament  from  among 
the  many  which  supported  his  view  of  the 
question)  and  this  was  the  46th  George 
3rd)  c.  167,  in  which  it  was  enacted  **  that 
Ike  alavesi  aod  negroeS|  and  atook,  ood 


cattle,  and  plantation  tools  wbldi  hsive 
been  in  the  Crown  before,  shall  he  Kiv«ii 
to  the  Lords  OommisslOM^  of  hia  Mtt« 
jeity's  Treasury  for  the  time  beilig,  or  lo 
any  three  or  more  of  them  is  he  ahodld  be 
pleased  to  appoint,  to  be  held  in  tnitt  fdr 
nis  Majesty,  his  beirsi  and  sueoaMon." 
In  this  Act  of  Parliament,  then,  ftlaves  were 
placed  iti  trust  Under  the  King  hMiiaelf. 
Thus  the  slave-trade  began  with  «  moflo* 
poly  to  one  of  the  Queens;  and  fioally, 
this  Act  of  Parliament  invested  tho  King 
himself  with  a  property  in  iM^foea.  And 
was  not  that  an  excuse  for  the  peopte  in 
Jamaica  to  consider  the  negroea  ttpon 
their  esutes  as  a  part  of  their  property  T 
Was  it  not  an  eaeuse  for  theoompartitiiFrij 
illiterate   planter  considering  tiiat  pto- 

Esrty  which  the  United  Pariiameot  of 
ngland  declared  should  be  veiled  h  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  fbr  the 
benefit  of  his  Majesty?  Although  tiiia 
argument  mighty  perhaps,  cooviooe  the 
minds  of  persona  who  were  not  detafmiued 
to  prejudge  the  question'^he  did  not  et- 
pect  that  his  or  any  other  person's  «rgii^ 
ments  would  draw  suCh  an  admisliou  flt^m 
the  House.  One  hon.  GeUtleman  who  had 
spoken  last  ntght,  in  favour  of  the  pmpcK 
sition  of  the  right  hon<  Secretary,  aakl : 
«'  Prove  to  me  by  all  the  laws  Of  the 
worlds-prove  to  me  by  all  the  Acta  of 
Parliament^by  all  the  opioiou  of  the 
Judges — that  slavery  has  hitherto  eftiated, 
and  hitherto  been  sanctioned — still  1  eon* 
tend,  that  it  was  wrong  in  the  begianinf. 
Wrong  in  the  continuance,  and  vHli  bt 
wrong  to  the  end."  He  was  teadt  to 
adopt  that  sentiment ;  but  he  would  aak 
them  as  men  of  sense '-as  med  of  bteiii- 
gence^^as  men  acquainted  with  the  afifhtvs 
of  human  nature«^to  say  whether»  h«vi«g 
given  to  this  species  of  jMsseasioO  every 
attribute  —  every  essential  quality  t^ 
which  other  pmperty  was  surrouod«d-^t 
did  not  become  themi  In  removing  it  ftem 
its  present  possessore,  to  efifeot  that  tw* 
moval  with  honour  aod  honesty  ?  Ho  had 
no  objectioiv  to  their  retracing  their  itepa, 
but  he  roust  maintain  that  theyi  who  had 
inflicted  a  wrong  upon  on*  pait  Of  ^telr 
feliow-oreatorea,  had  no  right  to  e*ll  ttfioti 
others  to  expiate  their  oi&nce.  Suppoa- 
ing  it  true  the  slave  was  tiot  aceuMldy 
the  property  of  the  mastsr-^ttll  ia  de» 
priving  the  planter  of  What  he  hid  origi». 
ally  paid  for,  and,  therefb^i  conaidtlid 
bis  legitianate  property,  it  was  only  just  io 

them  who  deprited  km  of  it  to  gtm  hte 
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a  reuonaUd  eompensailon^  To  the  case 
of  Dominica,  wberf  the  Crown  was  actu- 
ftlly  paid  for  the  latid^  a  petition  had  been 
presented  in  tih«  other  Houm  of  Pariia- 
nentifl  which  the  pnrchasen  expfeued 
their  determihation  to  resign  the  wholei  if 
tneaaafes  of  this  kind  were  to  be  put 
faito  force*  Let  them  see  the  benefit  this 
coafltry  had  derived  f^om  the  existence  of 
the  present  system.  The  annual  amount 
of  utt  Custofti-*duties  imposed  upon  the 
Wetlt-'Ifidia  proddce  imported  was  between 
5|000.000/.  and  6,000,000/«  The  annual 
amotint  of  the  exports  of  home  mannfac*- 
tares  to  the  West-India  colonies,  was  be* 
Iween  4,000|000/.  and  6,000,000/.  fie* 
aides  thtly  the  ships  emptied  in  the 
trade  between  England  and  the  West* 
ladies  aiaoanted  to  0,500 ;  the  aggregate 
amoant  of  thei^  tonnage  bemg  no  less  than 
SMO,000  tons.  These  were  the  profits 
which  Boglaod  had  derived  from  her 
fioloniits  possessing  the  **  shameless  pro* 
petty/'  Did  not  the  British  Government, 
too,  in  all  its  contracts  with  the  United 
States  of  America,  force  Jamaica  to  take 
all  her  sbpplies,  either  directly  from  this 
oodntly,  or  frOtti  tome  of  its  colonial  pos* 
sessions  ?  If  Jamaica  wished  to  procure 
timber  or  com  from  the  United  8tates, 
where  it  might  be  obtained  with  great  ad** 
▼anflge-«dkl  not  England  say,  "No; 
we  most  support  Canada-^ you  must  go  to 
Gataada  for  your  timber  or  corn?  If 
Jatnaica  wanted  fish,  was  she  not  compelled 
to  resort  to  Newfoundland?  If  she 
wanted  lalt  pioviskms,  could  she  obtain 
them  aniesa  from  Ireland,  although  the 
United  States  of  America  would  have 
aappHed  her  at  a  cheaper  rate<  She 
must  hate  her  herrings  from  Scotland,  and 
her  hardwareftom  England.  Jamaica  dared 
Aot  reAne  her  sugar  in  the  island,  beoaase 
the  freight  would  he  less,  and  the  refiners 
at  home  injared^  Her  ram  was  not  al- 
lowed 10  disiarb  the  profiu  on  whiskey, 
and  her  molasses  mast  not  interfere  with 
tba  breweries*  In  short  both  abroad  and 
at  home,  Britain  had  always  taken  advan- 
taga  of  thie  i^m^less  property  to  procare 
a  benefit  to  herielf.  The  two  great  prin- 
ciples developed  in  the  plan  of  the  right 
boa.  Secretary  were  first,  that  the  labour 
of  the  nerro  shoald  be  limited  to  seven 
haoia  and  ^-haif  a  day,  for  which  he  was 
to  receive  the  usual  allowances  of  food 
and  raiment,  and  be  entitled  to  his  house 
and  land ;  and|  secondly,  that  at  the  end 
li(  twahe  yaara  fiom  tho  prsHot  period  ha 


should  be  free.    He  would  declare,  that  be 
was  ready  to  vote  for  immediate  emanci* 

Eation,  and  indeed  that  part  Of  tha  right 
on.  Seeratairy's  plan  which  propo^  only 
a  complete  emancipation  after  the  lapse 
of  twelve  years,  met  with  the  approbation 
of  very  few  Members  of  this  Houtet  By 
the  proposed  plan,  no  olasi  Of  negroes 
would  be  really  free,  not  even  the  new- 
born infant.  As  long  as  the  mother^  who 
was  to  take  care  of  her  Child,  continued  to 
labour  for  seven  hours  and  a'^half  a-day, 
she  could  not  attend  to  it  after  the  first 
two  years  of  its  existence*  As  long  as  the 
mother  was  nursing  It,  of  ootfrse  eara 
would  be  taken  of  it,  but  the  child  being 
Aee  who  was  to  provide  fbr  it  afterwards  7 
The  mother  for  twelve  years  to  come  would 
continue  to  work  as  a  slave  for  seven 
hoars  and  a-half  a  day  {  who,  then,  waa  to 
take  care  of  the  child  during  those  hoars, 
after  it  was  two  years  old  ?  By  the  Reso* 
lutions  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  moved^  all  negroes  for  the  ftitare  were 
to  be  called  apprentices ;  but,  though  free 
in  name — they  wooM,  in  point  of  fact,  for 
the  next  twelve  years,  be  slaves*  ThlA 
Wfis  one  of  the  worst  parts  of  the  plan  i 
and  it  would  be  much  better  to  declare 
that,  at  some  certain  time  —  as  short 
as  poesibie— negroes  of  all  descriptions^ 
the  old,  the  yoongi  the  active,  and  the 
infirm  shoald  be  ftee.  Fht  some  defioite 
period— eayChristmas-daynextyear — only 
so  distant  as  to  enable  the  colonists  to 
pepare  for  the  change.  Every  person 
who  bad  any  knowledge  on  the  sabjeet 
had  declared  that  it  woald  be  impossible 
to  retain  the  negro  in  a  situation  partially 
free,  and  partially  in  the  nature  of  slavery  t 
and  that  it  would  be  much  better  for  Go- 
vernment at  once  to  emancipate  htm,  bat 
under  such  regulations  as  shonld  seem  bast 
caicolated  to  render  htm  a  good  member  of 
society.  He  had  very  strong  obfectioos 
to  the  stipendiary  Magistrates,  whott  it 
was  proposed  to  appoint  with  the  view  of 
enforcing  the  rsgulations  contained  ia 
these  Resolutions.  They  were  to  be  seat 
oat  from  this  oovmtry,  and  have  no  ooo«> 
nexion  with  the  colonies.  In  that  oase; 
at  Ieast4,000  would  be  necessary.  A  littlo 
conrt  of  setsion  woald  be  required  ia 
every  parish  in  the  colonies.  Or  if  it  weia 
said,  tliat  it  was  only  intended  to  scad  oat 
a  few  stipendiary  Magistrates,  then  iar 
what  purpose  was  every  obloquy  heapod 
upon  the  present  Msgistrates  of  Jamaioa  f 
Why  was  their  ooodact  described   in 
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terms  which  would  prevent  every  man  of 
honour  from  acting  in  the  capacity  of  a 
Magistrate?  First  Ministers  induced  the 
House  to  believe  that  the  Magistrates  of 
the  colonies  were  not  to  be  trusted ;  and 
then  because  they  were  not  prepared  to  send 
out  4,000  stipendiary  Magistrates — they 
said  they  believed  the  resident  Magistrates 
would  enforce  their  views.  That  part  of 
the  plan  could  never  be  acted  upon.  It  was 
proposed  that  15,000,000/.  should  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  colonies  to  compensate  them 
for  trying  this  (as  the  right  hon.  Secretary 
called  it)  ••  mighty  experiment."  That 
sum  was  not  sufficient  to  produce  the 
effect  desired.  It  would  not  afford  a 
compensation  for  the  difference  in  the  cost 
of  cultivating  an  unencumbered  estate; 
and  in  the  case  of  estates  which  were 
heavily  encumbered  with  mortgages  and 
other  charges,  it  could  not  be  considered 
any  compensation  at  all.  Asa  national  ques- 
tion in  which  light  Ministers  seemed  anxious 
to  regard  it — it  would  establish  a  principle 
which  it  would  be  impossible  not  to  have 
applied  in  other  circumstances.  When  the 
full  grown  negro  was  told  "  Seven  hours 
and  a  half  a-day  is  the  whole  time  that 
you  ought  to  labour/'  a  principle  was 
established  which  might  be  applied  to  the 
free  labourers  of  this  country.  In  point 
of  fact,  every  mechanic,  every  weaver, 
every  spinner,  was  thus  told,  that  for  seven 
hours  and  a-half  labour  per  day,  he  was 
entitled  to  a  house  and  garden  rent-free, 
and  to  food  and  raiment,  and  this  at  the 
time  when  it  was  in  contemplation  to  make 
ten  hours  a-day  the  maximum  of  the 
labour  of  infants !  It  was  also  proposed , 
that  the  negro,  when  raised  to  a  state  of 
freedom,  should  sit  upon  Juries,  and  serve 
in  the  militia.  After  the  late  rebellion  in 
Jamaica,  the  wisdom  or  the  policy  of 
giving  him  the  latter  privilege  seemed 
doubtful.  By  placing  arms  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  had  so  recently  escaped  from 
bondage,  the  safety  and  peace  of  the  colo- 
nies would  be  endangered.  One  class  of 
persons  had  not  been  contemplated  in 
this  plan,  and  for  their  losses  no  provision 
was  made.  What  was  to  become  of  the 
white  population  of  the  colonies,  who  were 
not  the  owners  of  slaves,  but  who  derived 
the  means  of  existence  from  superintend* 
log  or  managing  them  upon  the  different 
ctUtes.  It  might*  perhaps,  be  said,  that 
lliese  persons  must  take  their  chance,  as 
tbey  were  not  the  actual  possessors  of 
•oj  of  Ibit  apeciea  of  property;   bat 


still,  in  a  plan  of  this  kind.  Ministers 
ought  to  consider  the  effect  that  would 
be  produced  upon  them.  The  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  revenue  of  Jamaica  was 
derived  from  a  poll-tax  levied  upon  the 
negroes.  If  they  were  all  to  be  made  free, 
in  what  manner  was  this  tax  to  be  raised  ? 
The  moment  that  these  Resolutions  became 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  that  tax  would 
cease.  What  must  be  the  consequence  ? 
Had  Ministers  considered  that  there  was 
such  a  thing  as  Qovemment  paper-money 
in  the  colonies — that  public  credit  had  to 
be  supported  there  as  well  as  at  home  ? 
If  the  negroes  were  to  be  paid  in  money, 
there  must  be  a  very  extensive  silver 
coinage ;  for  all  the  silver  at  present  in 
Jamaica  would  not  be  sufficient  to  pay 
two  weeks'  wages  to  the  emancipated 
negroes.  Unless  the  planters  themselves, 
as  the  parties  interested,  were  consulted, 
and  induced  to  support  the  Government 
plan,  it  would  be  impossible  that  it  could 
be  carried  into  execution.  It  would  have 
been  prudent,  therefore,  in  the  right  hon. 
Secretary,  not  to  have  heaped  so  much 
obloquy  upon  the  planters  and  the  local 
authorities  in  the  West  Indies.  It  was 
true  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  a  diffi- 
cult task  to  perform ;  because,  on  the  one 
hand,  he  had  to  prove  that  the  planters 
had  behaved  in  such  a  manner  towards 
their  slaves  as  to  render  it  necessary 
for  the  Legislature  at  home  to  inter* 
fere  for  their  protection ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  was  necessary  that  he 
should  so  carefully  express  himself  as  not 
to  offend  the  prejudices  of  the  planters. 
However  well  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might  have  acquitted  himself  of  the  first 
part  of  his  task,  he  had  completely  failed 
in  the  second — for  his  manner  must  irritate 
the  resident  planters  of  the  colonies ;  and 
without  their  concurrence,  mere  passive 
resistance  on  their  parts  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  prevent  any  plan  from  being  car- 
ried into  effect.  The  right  hon.  Secretary 
had  not  made  out  his  case  against  the 
West- India  planters  in  that  candid 
manner  which  was  to  be  expected  from 
him.  He  appeared  rather  as  the 
counsel  of  the  prosecutor,  than  the 
calm,  impartial,  and  unprejudiced  Secre- 
tary of  State.  The  West-India  planters 
having  been  brought  before  the  public, 
and  the  Bar  of  that  House,  by  the  vehe^ 
ment  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Secretary, 
it  became  necessary,  before  a  decision  be 

giv«o,  that  90va»  defence  of  their  oondoct 
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should  be  made.    The  bon.  member  for  I 
Lancaster  had,  last  evening,  read  several 


extracts  from  the  commumcations  of  dif- 
ferent Secretaries  for  the  Colonies,  with 
the  Local  Assemblies  of  the  West-India 
isUnds.     He  (Mr.  Godson)  ivould  read 
one  of  later  date  than  any  which  were 
cited    by  that   hon.    Member.     It  was 
contained  in  a  communication  made  by 
Sir  George   Murray  to  the  Governor  of 
Jamaica  in  1830 ;  in  these  terms : — *^  Your 
Lordship  will  convey  to  the  Council  and 
Assembly  of  Jamaica,  the  reiterated  assur- 
ance of  the  most  auxioos  desire  on  the 
part  of  his  Majesty  to  co-operate  with 
them  in  effecting  those  improvements  in 
the  slave  code,  which  they  have  so  repeat- 
edly sanctioned  by   their  recent  enact- 
ments."   Yet,  with  that  document  in  his 
possession,  the  right  hon.  Secretary  assert- 
ed  in  his  speech,  that,  since  the  year 
1823,   the    planters   had   done  nothing 
to  promote  the  views  of  the  Legislature  at 
home.     On  the  contrary,  every  Colonial 
Secretary,  from  the  verv  period  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  alluded  to,  down  to 
the  present  time,  had  mentioned  in  his 
despatches    to    the   several    West-India 
islands,  the  satisfaction  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  progress  which  the  local  legis- 
latures of  the  islands  were  making  in  the 
advancement  of  the  views  of  the  mother 
country !     It  was  true  the  colonies  had 
not  gone  so  far  as  was  wished  with  respect 
to  religious  instruction.     The  Legislative 
Assembly  of  Jamaica,  in  1802,  had  passed, 
an  Act,  by  which  they  con6ned  the  mi- 
nistry of  the  Gospel  to  the  Church  of 
England.     He  condemned  that  Act  as 
much  as  any  man  could  do.    The  colo- 
nists had  omitted  to  grant  religious  liberty; 
but  that  was  their  only  wrong.     As  far  as 
regarded  the  improvement  of  the  negro, 
and  the  modification  of  his  condition  as  a 
slave,  the  colonists  had  acted  up  to  the 
instructions   and  wishes  of   the  mother 
country.    The  hon.  Baronet,  the  member 
for  Bristol,  had  gone  through  a  number  of 
cases,  and  must  have  convinced  the  House 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  com- 
pletely mistaken.    In  Jamaica,  a  great 
number  of  manumissions  had,  of   late 
yean,  taken  place.    They  amounted  to 
14,000  at  least,  for  many  occurred  of 
which  no  register  was  kept.    And  was  it 
to  be  made  a  charge  against  Jamaica,  that 
its  law  with  respect  to  evidence  was  not 

Csrfect?    At  the  present  moment  there 
y  upon  the  Table  of  that  House  various 


Acts  of  Parliament  to' amend  and  improve 
the  laws,  and  among  them,  one  to  improve 
the  taw  of  evidence  in  England.     Could 
it,  then,  be  made  a  serious  charge  against 
Jamaica,  that  she  had  not  perfected  that 
which  had  engaged  the  wisdom  of  the 
British  senate  for  ages?     He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  there  had  been  such  instances 
as  those  mentioned  or  insinuated  by  the 
right  hon.  Secretary,  of  the  separation  of 
slaves.     Every  planter— every  gentleman 
connected  with   the  colonies — uniformly 
denied,  that  the  practice  had  ever  been  put 
in  force,  except  by  legal  process ;  and  the 
nature  of  that  process  was  such  as  to  con- 
fine the  possibility  of  the  separation  of  a 
negro  family  to  a  very  few  particular  in* 
stances.  Savings'  banks,  he  must  mention, 
had  been   instituted   in   Jamaica.     One 
was  established  at  Montego  shortly  after 
the  recommendation  from  the  British  Go* 
vernment  was  received  ;  but  not  a  negro 
would  deposit  anything  in  it.     They  were 
not  accustomed  to  the  institution,  and  did 
not  know,  that  money,  lent  out,  would 
produce  them  money  ag^iu.  The  planters, 
then,  had  been  calumniated  and  misrepre* 
sented.     A  Savings'  bank  had  been  insti- 
tuted in  Jamaica ;    and  it  failed  from  no 
fault  of  its  founders.    The  most  serious 
charge  made  by  the  right  hon.  Secretary 
against  the  planters,  was,  that  the  decrease 
in   the   number  of  the  negroes  in   the 
several  colonies  was  always  in  proportion 
to  the  increase  of  the  quantity  of  sugar. 
The  hon.  member  for  Lancaster,  in  his 
able  speech  of  last  evening,  had  clesrly 
and  distinctly  proved,  that  with  respect 
to    Demerara,    the    right    hon.    Secre- 
tary's    calculations    were    founded     on 
erroneous  data,  and  were  totally  incorrect. 
In  a  pamphlet  published  by  a  very  able 
accountant,  who  took  as  the  basis  of  his 
calculations   all    the    figures   previously 
published  by  the  hon.  member  for  Wey- 
mouth, it  appeared  to  be  very  satisfactorily 
proved — that  the  decrease  in  the  number 
of  negroes  upon  an  estate  always  con- 
tinued as  long  as  there  was  a  certain  ex* 
cess  of  the  male  over  the  female  popula- 
tion ;    and  that,  when  that  excess  became 
small  in  proportion  to  the  whole  popula- 
tion, a  certain  increase  in  the  population 
was  the  result.    It  was  clear,  therefore, 
that  the  decrease  in  the  black  population 
of  the  colonies  was  not  consequent  upon 
the  increase  of  labour.     The  charge  which 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  had  made  against 
the  colonies  upon   thb  point  was   one 
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wUeh  every  person  in  England  must  have 
heard  with  pain ;  and  he  was  sure  every 
planter  in  the  West  Indies  would  receive 
with  indignation.  Was  it  true  that  the 
planters  of  Jamaica  had  obtained  an  in- 
creased production  of  sugar,  by  working 
the  negro  to  death  ?  That  was  the  chaige 
made  against  them ;  and  either  it  was  true, 
or  it  was  not  true.  That  argument,  if  not 
used  by  the  right  hon.  Secretary,  had 
been  used  by  some  others  who  had  taken 
part  in  the  debate.  The  West-India  pro- 
prietors denied  the  charge.  They  admitted, 
that  there  had  been  a  decrease  in  the 
amount  of  the  population;  but  that  cir- 
cumstance was  accounted  for  by  the  dis- 
proportionate number  of  the  male  and 
female  population.  By  the  pamphlet  he 
had  just  referred  to,  it  would  be  found  that 
in  all  the  different  colonies,  the  increase 
in  the  population  had  taken  place,  as  the 
number  of  females  had  preponderated 
over  that  of  the  males ;  and,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  decrease  in  the  population 
had  been  proportionate  to  the  excess  of 
males.  In  18^29,  the  excess  of  females 
above  males,  at  Barbadoes,  amounted  to 
6,498,  and  in  1839,  it  amounted  to  6,520; 
and  the  population,  from  1823  to  1829, 
increased  from  78,816  to  81 ,902.  In.  the 
parish  of  Portland,  in  Jamaica,  at  first 
there  was  a  great  excess  of  males,  but 
afterwards  of  females.  In  the  island  of 
Jamaica,  in  1829,  there  was  an  excess  of 
females  of  5,91 3  above  the  males;  a 
number  so  great,  that  the  time  must  be  at 
hand  when  there  would  be  an  increase  of 
the  whole  popvlation.  The  right  hon. 
Secretary  had  also  stated,  that  the  dimi- 
nished value  of  West-India  property  was 
not  owing  to  the  agitation  of  the  slave 
question  in  this  country.  The  right  hon. 
Uentleman  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the 
W>8t-India  colonies  had  been  in  a  state  of 
equal  distress  at  former  periods.  He 
stated,  that  in  the  year  1804,  there  was 
presented  to  this  House  a  petition  from 
Jamaica,  showing,  that  great  distress 
existed  at  that  time,  and  declaring,  that 
unless  some  immediate  relief  were  extend- 
ed to  the  colonies,  the  ruin  of  the  planters 
mnst  irretrievably  follow.  **  This,**  said 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  with  an  air  of 
triumph, — *'^  this  was  in  the  palmy  days  of 
the  slave«trade.  At  that  time  the  planters, 
he  said,  declared,  thot  their  estates  were 
good  fbf  nothing ;  and  therefore,  if  they 
were  good  fbr  nothing  in  1833,  there  could 
be  no  reason  for  attributing  the  loss  in 


their  value  to  the  agitation  of  die  slave 
question.  But  the  right  hon.  Secretary 
omitted  this  fact,  that  the  Parliament  of 
England,  at  the  time  that  the  colonists 
complained  in  1804,  had  recently  inter* 
dieted  the  intercourse  between  Jamaica 
and  the  United  States  of  America.  The 
inhabitants  were  alarmed  lest  that  inter- 
diction should  bring  a  femine  similar  to 
that  which  had  swept  away  15,000 
negroes ;  and  an  intercourse  so  beneBciat 
to  the  colonists  having  been  interdicted 
by  the  British  Legislature,  was  it  not 
natural  that  they  should  petition,  and  say, 
we  are  rained — it  is  impossible  that  we 
can  go  on->-your  measures  of  foreign 
policy  oppress  us ;  we,  therefore,  call  upon 
you  for  assistance.  It  may  be  good  for 
the  community  at  home  that  you  should 
cut  off* the  communication  between  us  and 
the  United  States,  but  it  occasions  to  us 
great  injury,  and  we  therefore  pray  for  as- 
sistance." By  the  omission  or  that  Ikct, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  obtained  aa 
applause  from  the  House  which  would 
have  been  withheld  had  he  stated  the 
whole  case.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's  argument  upon  this  point  was  shallow 
and  inconclusive ;  because  there  was  dis- 
tress without  any  agitation  of  the  slave- 
trade  in  1804,  he  jumped  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that,  after  a  ten  years'  agitation 
of  the  slave  question  in  1833,  the  former 
was  in  no  respect,  and  in  no  degree,  to  be 
attributed  to  the  latter.  Without  dwelling 
upon  the  various  causes  by  which  the 
value  of  land  was  affected,  this  was  the 
fact  upon  which  he  relied  for  a  complete 
refutation  of  the  argument  advanced  by 
the  right  hon.  Secretary—- namely,  that 
since  the  year  1823,  estates  in  the  West- 
Indies  had  not  been  saleable ;  the  produce 
of  the  estate  had  found  a  market,  but  the 
estate  itself  had  been  as  if  it  were  without 
a  title.  In  1804,  the  value  of  the  produce 
of  thoseestateswasdestroyed;  but,m  1823, 
agitation  made  the  estates  themselves  value- 
less. He  had  hitherto  referred  to  Jamaica ; 
but  he  would  now  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  reference  to  some  of  the 
other  islands  ;^and  first  with  reaped  to 
Barbadoes.  The  right  hon.  Oentlesan 
asserted,  that  in  no  one  island  had  the 
law  of  evidence  been  placed  upon  the 
same  footing  as  in  England.  He  had  been 
requested  by  the  agent  from  Barbadoes  to 
deny  the  correctness  of  that  assertion,  as 
far  as  regarded  the  island  with  whieh  he 
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wai  oonneeted.  The  Legislatire  Atiembly 
of  BarbadoeSy  in  pursuance  of  the  recom^ 
meodatioQS  which  were  sent  out  from  the 
Government  of  Ihia  country,  passed  an 
Act,  by  which  they  provided,  that  the 
evidence  of  negroes  should  from  that  time 
be  taken  in  the  same  form,  and  be  subject 
only  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as 
ail  other  classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects 
in  that  island.  Another  of  the  charges 
against  the  colonies  was,  that  they  had 
refused  to  appoint  protectors  of  slaves. 
This,  again,  was  incorrect  with  regard  to 
Barbadoes;  for  in  that  island,  the  Local 
Legislature  enacted,  that  the  Speaker  of 
the  Assembly,  the  Chief  Baron  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  the  Attorney  General,  should 
be  considered  as  constituting  a  Committee 
for  the  protection  of  slaves.  It  was  further 
provided,  that  those  three  functionaries 
should  have  the  power  of  appointing  a 
secretary,  who  should  be  considered  as  the 
acting  protector  of  slaves.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  have  acted  moie  can- 
didly, if  be  bad  not  invariably  taken  ex- 
treme eases  ai  c^  test  and  sample  of  the  sys- 
tem. While  he  pointed  out  delinquencies, 
be  entirely  overlooked  the  meritorions 
exertions  of  those  colonies  which  had  done 
tbeir  duty.  For  the  pake  of  producing 
an  effect,  and  of  gaining  the  applause  of 
the  House,  he  collected  together  all  the 
faults  of  the  worst  colonies,  and  spoke  of 
them  as  common  occurrences,  even  in  the 
best.  That  was  most  unfair.  As  to  com- 
pensation, he  would  assert  that  the 
15,000,000/.  which  had  been  mentioned 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  compensate  the 
planters  for  giving  up  all  their  rights.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  spoken  of  the 
colonies  as  if  it  were  almost  a  matter  of 
indifference  whether  we  retained  them  or 
not ;  and  it  had  been  urged,  again  and 
again,  that  if  the  whole  of  our  West-India 
colonies  were  taken  from  us,  we  should 
atill  get  a  sufficient  supply  of  sugar.  But 
this  country  wished  to  have  the  market 
here  supplied  with  sugar,  the  produce  of  free 
labour.  If,  after  losing  the  West  Indies,  we 
depended  for  our  supply  of  sugar  upon 
the  produce  of  other  countries,  would  the 
object  so  anxiously  desired  be  accomplish- 
ed ?  Where  were  we  to  obtain  sugar,  the 
produce  of  free  labour?  From  Brazil? 
No.  From  Cuba  ?  No.  From  the  French 
colonies?  No.  Slavery  existed  in  them  all. 
Those,  therefore,  who  were  anxious  to  have 
sugar  produced  by  free  labour,  must  have 
m  strong  interest  in  keeping  np  our  own 


colonies,  becaule  it  was  to  them  alone 
that  they  could  look  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that  great  and  desirable  object. 
tQueition  I  quegiioni]  He  requested  the 
louse  to  listen,  at  least  with  the  semblance 
of  a  decent  attention,  to  his  statements, 
after  they  had  paid  so  much  attention  to 
the  arguments  on  the  other  side.  He  was 
about  to  state,  that  the  colonies  of  this 
country  ought  to  be  kept  in  such  a  state, 
that,  by  being  worked,  they  might  be  of 
value ;  and  it  was  impossible  they  oould 
be  made  of  value,  unless  there  were  in 
them  a  number  of  resident  planters, 
which  the  new  plan  certainly  would  not 
encourage.  The  plan  itself  did  not  con- 
tain that  "  executory  principle  *'  of  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke,  and 
which,  he  sakl,  was  so  essential  to  it. 
Ministers  had  injured  their  plan,  by  ex- 
cluding the  Legislative  Assembly*  and  the 
Magistrates  of  the  islands,  from  any  parti- 
cipation in  its  execution,  and,  in  his  opin- 
ion, a  little  addition  of  money  would  have 
the  effect  of  procuring  their  concurrence. 
His  proposition  for  U»e  expenditure  of  a 
considerable  sum  of  money  could  certainly 
not  be  very  palatable  to  the  House  at  the 

E resent  moment.  The  right  hon.  Secratary 
ad  stated,  that  the  decrease  of  the  duty 
on  sugar,  from  27s.  to  24s.  per  cent,  had 
not  benefited  the  consumer,  and  that,  if 
the  3s.  per  cwt.  were  sgAin  put  on,  the 
consumer  would  not  suffer.  This  addi* 
tional  3s.  would  produce  to  the  country  a 
revenue  of  600,000/. ;  and  1(/.  a  pound  in 
coffee,  would  produce  100,000/.  more.  If 
the  consumer  did  not  suffer  by  thus  raising 
the  revenue  upon  the  production  of  the 
West  Indies,  could  there  be  any  harm, 
anything  wrong,  in  endeavouring  to  oon- 
ciluite  all  the  parties,  by  giving  such  a 
sum  of  money,  as  the  additinnal  700,000/. 
should  be  the  interest  of?  If  the  taxation 
upon  the  West  Indies  were  increased 
to  the  amount  of  700,000/.,  Government 
might  afford  to  give  them  a  sum,  of  which 
the  700,000/.  should  be  the  interest ,  at  three 
per  cent.  That  sum  would  be  20,000,000/. ; 
and  it  ought  to  be  given  to  the  West-India 
planters,  as  a  compensation  for  the  loss 
which  they  would  sustain,  and  as  an  m- 
ducement  to  them  not  to  resist  a  law, 
which,  but  for  some  aid  of  this  kind,  must 
involve  them  in  utter  ruin.  The  resolution 
with  which  he  would  conclude,  embraced 
four  distinct  propositioni^— first,  it  would 
grant  immediate  emancipation  to  the 
negro ;  secondly,  it  would  enable  the  re- 
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solutions  of  Ministers  to  work  in  practice, 
by  conciliating^  the  prejudices  of  the 
planters ;  thirdly,  it  would  provide  a  fund 
for  the  raising  of  a  capital  of  20,000,000/., 
which  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  colonists  as 
a  compensation  ;  and,  fourthly,  it  would 
pledge  the  House  to  lend  10,000,000/.  to 
the  planters,  on  the  security  of  the  colonies 
themselves.  Those  who  had  been  so 
anxious  for  emancipation,  who  desired  that 
the  slave  should  be  immediately  free, 
should  vote  for  his  resolution,  because,  by 
it,  emancipation  would  be  given  at  once. 
In  the  midst  of  all  the  difficulties,  all  the 
troubles,  and  all  the  dangers  of  this  sub- 
ject, would  the  House,  for  a  comparatively 
inconsiderable  sum  of  money,  sell,  not 
only  the  honour  of  Great  Britain  (as  far 
as  the  West  Indies  were  concerned),  but 
teach  a  lesson  to  the  oth^r  colonies,  that 
no  reliance  was  to  be  placed  on  the  faith 
of  the  Mother  Country?  He  should 
base  the  resolution  which  would  contain 
the  four  propositions  he  had  stated,  upon 
the  two  plans  which  bad  been  laid  before 
the  House — ^the  one  by  the  right  hon. 
Secretary,  the  other  by  the  noble  Lord, 
the  member  for  Northumberland.  He, 
therefore,  begged  leave  to  move  an 
amendment  to  the  6rst  resolution.  It 
followed  the  Resolution  verbatim  to  the 
end,  and  then  introduced  an  addition  to 
it.  He  would  move, '  that  it  is  the  opinion 
'  of  this  Committee,  that  immediate  mea- 
'  sures  be  taken  for  the  entire  abolition  of 
'  slavery  throughout  the  colonies,  with  the 
'  concurrence  and  assistance  of  the  local 
'  legislatures  and  authorities ;  and  that,  in 
*■  consideration  thereof,  his  Majesty  be 
.'  enabled  to  grant  the  sum  of  20,000,000/. 
'  sterling  to  the  proprietors  in  his  colonial 
'  possessions,  according  to  the  number  of 
'  slaves  belonging  to  each  proprietor;  and 
'  that  his  Majesty  be  further  enabled  to 
'  advance,  by  way  of  loan,  the  sum  of 
'  10,000,000/.  sterling  to  the  local  legis- 
'  latures  of  each  colony  for  that  purpose ; 
'  such  loan  to  be  repaid  in  such  manner, 
'  and  at  such  rate  of  interest,  as  shall  be 
^  prescribed  by  Parliament.' 

Mr.  Tartcred  said,  that  it  was  with  no 
small  degree  of  surprise  he  had  heard  the 
right  of  the  British  Legislature  to  legislate 
on  this  subject  for  the  colonies  questioned 
in  that  House.  The  right  of  the  British 
Legislature  had  repeatedly  been  asserted 
in  different  Statutes  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, had  been  repeatedly  recognized  by 
the  Colonial  Legislatures,  and  uniformly 


admitted  by  all  the  great  lawyers  who  bad 
ever  discussed  the  subject.  The  rights  of 
the  British  Legislature  had  never  been 
abandoned  by  any  act  of  their  own,  except 
in  the  case  of  internal  taxation.  Both  in 
Acts  of  Parliament  and  in  Acts  of  the 
Colonial  Legislature,  the  right  of  the 
English  Parliament  to  legislate  for  the 
colonies  had  been  directly  asserted,  and 
indirectly  admitted.  The  opinion  even  of 
Mr.  Burge  supported  this  doctrine ;  for 
that  gentleman,  with  no  view  to  diminish 
the  authority  of  Colonial  Legislatures,  had 
distinctly  admitted  the  right  of  the  British 
Parliament.  In  his  evidence  upon  the 
right  of  the  Colonial  Assemblies,  he  said, 
'*  the  common  law  of  England  prevails  in 
this  colony,  except  in  those  cases  in  which 
it  has  been  altered  by  the  Acts  of  Assem- 
bly here.  But  British  Statutes,  passed 
since  the  acquisition  of  the  island,  are  not 
in  force  in  this  colony,  unless  in  express 
terms  they  have  been  extended  to  the 
colony"  —  a  statement  which  distinctly 
admitted,  that  if  these  Statutes  were  ex- 
pressly extended  to  the  colonies  they 
would  be  in  force  there.  The  right  to 
legislate  seemed  to  him  most  clearly  estab- 
lished. The  next  point  to  be  considered, 
therefore,  was — upon  whom  the  expense 
of  thb  emancipation  of  the  slaves  was  to 
fall.  He  thought  that  the  guilt  of  the 
origin  and  continuance  of  the  odious  sys- 
tem of  slavery  was  divided  between  the 
Legislature  and  the  planters.  As  there 
had  been  a  common  guilt,  he  thought 
there  ought  to  be  a  coinmon  reparation. 
He  despised  that  cheap  humanity  which 
was  willing  to  do  justice  at  the  expense 
of  others,  but  was  unwilling  to  do  it  if  it 
cost  anything.  He  therefore  supported 
the  plan  for  the  gradual  abolition  of 
slavery ;  but  he  must  say,  that  he  was 
opposed  to  that  total  change  which  was 
recommended  by  those  who  advocated  the 
immediate  abolition  of  slavery.  There 
was  no  pressing  occasion  for  it ;  and  there 
was  every  reason  to  shun  it,  on  account 
of  the  danger  which  must  inevitably  ensue 
from  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure. 
He  feared,  if  the  Parliament  did  not  agrve 
with  the  proposition  for  making  a  change 
in  the  condition  of  the  negro,  that  we 
should  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  oar 
colonies.  Let  the  House  take  warning 
by  the  case  of  St.  Domingo,  which,  in 
]  789,  produced  a  revenue  of  6,000,000/. 
a-year  to  France.  Not  only  was  emanci- 
pation refused,  but  the  most  rigorous  de- 
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crees  were  made^  and  attempted  to  be 
enforced  against  tbe  negroes ;  and  the 
resalt  was,  that  the  island  was  lost.    A 
Society  called  Les  Amis  des  Noirs  had, 
in  the  first  instance,  with  the  purest  mo* 
tives,  instilled  into  the  negroes  feelings 
that  made  them  desire  freedom.    Among 
that  Society  were  men  of  the  highest  pru- 
dence, as  well  as  virtue  and  honour,  and 
they  would  carefully  have  avoided  doing 
anything  that  might  be  likely  to  drive  the 
negroes  into  rebellion.    But  the  general 
members  of  that  Society  acted  differently, 
and  then,  what  with  the  passing  of  severe 
decrees,  and  the  revocation  of  them,  the 
effort  to  oppress,  and  the  contempt  excited 
by  the  futility  of  that  effort,  the  colonists 
were  driven  into  rebellion,  and  the  colony 
was  lost.    Any  plan  for  making  a  decided, 
but  gradual,  alteration  in  the  condition  of 
the  slaves,  should  have  his  support ;  and 
he  again  warned  the  House,  that  the  ex- 
ample of  St.  Domingo  was  an  instance  of 
what  might  be  expected  if  the  amelioration 
of  the  condition  of  the  slave,  and  the  means 
of  making  htm  free  were  longer  refused. 
The  great  object  of  all  parties  seemed  to 
htm  to  be,  to  stimulate  the  labour  of  the 
slave.     Having  that  object  in  view,  he 
could  not  but  admire  that  part  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  proposition,  which 
not  only  allowed,  but  would  induce,  the 
slave  to  work  out,  day  by  day,  his  own 
emancipation.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  should  give  his  support  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  Buckmgham  rose  amidst  confusion, 
and  said,  that  if  he  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  frequently  addressing  the  House,  or 
when  addressing  it,  of  trespassing  on  its 
time  at  any  great  length,  there  might  be 
some  reason  for  those  symptoms  of  im- 
patience; but  the  House,  he  was  sure, 
would  do  him  the  justice  to  recollect,  that 
he  was  the  only  Member  who  had  yet 
proposed  to  limit  the  length  of  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen's speeches,  and  bring  them  all 
within  a  moderate  compass :  and  though 
his  proposition  had  not  been  adopted,  and 
a  great  waste  of  the  public  time  bad  con- 
sequently been  allowed  to  take  place,  yet 
he  considered  himself  under  a  tacit  pledge 
to  enforce  his  precept  by  example,  and  to 
prove  the  sincerity  of  his  advice  by  prac- 
tising himself  the  conduct  he  would  re- 
commend to  others.  In  the  lateness  of 
tbe  hour,  he  should  feel  an  additional 
reason  for  condensatu)n  and  brevity  ;  but, 
as  he  intended  to  touch  on  a  branch  of 
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the  question  hitherto  undebated,  and  to 
show  the  preference  of  an  immediate,  over 
a  gradual,  abolition  of  slavery,  he  trusted 
that  he  might  have  the  ear  of  the  House 
for  the  short  period  to  which  he  would 
confine    his   claims    on   their    attention. 
When  the  Government  plan  was  so  ably 
and  fully  developed  by  the  right  hon.  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  he  felt  that 
there  were  many  parts  of  it  extremely 
objectionable  ;   and,   if  he  had   iiad   an 
opportunity,  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
debate,  to  have  explained  the  grounds  of 
this  feeling,  he  would  have  done  so  at 
some  length.     But,  for  the  present,  he 
would  content  himself  with  saying,  that 
the  two  principal   features  to  which   he 
should  object  were   these — namely,  the 
protraction  of  the  period  of  emancipation 
to  twelve  years,  and  the  making  the  negro 
pay,  by  a  portion  of  his  daily  labour, 
during  that  time,  for  a  liberty  which  ought 
never  to  have  been  taken  from  him,  and 
which  should  be  restored  to  him  instantly 
and  without  cost.    The  latter  part  of  the 
plan,  he  rejoiced  to  find,  was  to  be  given 
up;   and  seeing  that  the  Ministers  had 
thus  yielded  to  the  popular  opinion,  in 
abandoning  that  part  of  their  scheme,  he 
confidently  hoped  that,  by  the  Amendment 
he  should  propose,  and  the  discussion  to 
which  it  would  give  rise,  they  might  also 
be  induced  to  relinquish  the  other  part  of 
the  plan,  and  give  freedom  to  the  slave  in 
the  shortest  possible  period  of  time,  instead 
of  continuing  his  bondage  for  so  long  a 
period  as  that  originally  contemplated. 
It  was  in  this  hope,  at  least,  that  he  had 
framed  his  Amendment ;  and  in  this  hope 
he  would  persevere  with  it  to  the  end. 
He  would  not  go  over  the  ground  already 
so  fully  occupied  by  the  hon.  member  for 
Bristol  (Sir  R.  Vyvyan),  on  a  former  even- 
ing, and  by  the  hon.  members  for  Kidder- 
minster and  Banbury  (Mr.  Godson  and 
Mr.  Tancred),  on  the  present,  as  to  the 
right  of  the  Parliament  to  legislate  for  the 
colonies  at  all.     Neither  would  he  advert 
to  the  evils  or  the  horrors  of  slavery  in 
general ;  because,  as  all  parties  had  now 
admitted,  that  the  system  was  bad,  and 
that  it  must  be  alx>lished,  he  should  deem 
it  a  waste  of  time,  and  an  unnecessary 
irritation  of  the  feelings  of  opposing  par- 
ties, to  say  one  word  on  the  subject.    The 
past  should  be  now  forgiven  and  forgotten, 
if  we  could  only  secure  the  blessings  of 
freedom  for  the  future :  and  to  the  attain- 
ment of  this  he  would  therefore  strongly 
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lecomroend  that  the  exertions  of  all  parties 
should  be  exclusively  devoted.  The  mo- 
tives which  had  led  to  the  almost  universal 
demand  throughout  this  country  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  were  three-fold.  There 
were,  iirst,  those — by  far  the  largest  num- 
ber, and  the  most  zealous  and  uncompro- 
mising— who  demanded  it  as  enjoined  by 
religion ;  who  deemed  slavery  sinful  in  the 
eyes  of  God,  and  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
the  Gospel.  There  were,  secondly,  those 
who  contended  for  freedom  as  a  claim  of 
justice,  and  who  held  slavery  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  rights  of  man,  as  pro- 
claimed and  protected  by  the  British  Con- 
stitution. There  were,  thirdly,  those  who 
saw  in  slavery  a  most  degrading,  impover- 
ishing, unsafe,  and  costly  system  of  sub* 
jection — and  who,  on  grounds  of  policy 
alone,  demanded  its  abolition.  Now,  every 
one  of  these  three  classes  advocated  im- 
mediate, rather  than  gradual,  abolition. 
The  religious  class,  because  whatever  was 
sinful  ought,  they  contended,  to  be  aban- 
doned without  a  moment's  hesitation  or 
delay ;  the  philanthropical  class,  because 
they  equally  contended,  that  injustice  ought 
to  be  remedied  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment  of  time;  and  the  poUtioal  and 
commercial  class,  because  they  conceived 
that  the  longer  the  system  of  slavery  lasted, 
the  greater  would  be  the  amount  of  evil 
to  be  redressed ;  and  the  greater  the  difiB- 
culty  of  restoring  freedom  to  the  enslaved. 
All  these  were,  therefore,  for  immediate 
emancipation,  without  any  further  delay 
than  was  absolutely  indispensable  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  peace :  and  this 
conclusion  was,  indeed,  borne  out  by  the 
fact,  that  out  of  the  thousands  of  petitions 
presented  on  this  subject,  bearing  the 
signatures  of  more  than  a  million  of  per- 
sons, they  nearly  all  prayed  for  immediate, 
rather  than  gradual,  emancipation,  and 
demanded  that  the  freedom  they  claimed 
for  the  slave  should  be  given  him  at  once, 
and  secured  to  him  for -ever.  This  de* 
mand,  however,  was  opposed  by  the  Minis* 
ters,  as  well  as  by  the  West  Indians,  on 
various  grounds :  the  principal  of  which 
were  these-*  first,  that  by  immediate  eman<» 
ci|iation,  there  would  be  great  danger  of 
insurrection,  which  would  lead  to  the 
murder  of  the  whites  and  the  loss  of  our 
Colonies  entirely  ;  secondly,  that  if  this 
did  not  take  place,  the  natural  indolencq 
of  the  slaves  was  so  greati  that  no  stimulus 
but  the  whip  would  ever  make  them  labour, 
even    for   a  bare   8«bsist«nct;   thirdly, 


that  as  sugar  could  not  be  cuHitated  by 
free-labouf ,  the  abolition  of  slavery  would 
lead  lo  the  extinction  of  the  growth  of  su- 
gar in  the  West  Indies;  and  fourthly,  that 
the  slave  colonies  of  other  countries,  thus 
becoming  the  only  places  in  which  sugar 
could  be  grown,  we  should  be  giving  them 
a  benetit  at  the  sacrifice  of  our  own  pos- 
sessions, and  encouraging  that  very  dave 
trade,    which  our  ai|n  was  to  abolish. 
These,  he  believed,  were  the  principal  ob- 
jeetions  raised  to  immediate  enancipatioo, 
and  he  would  answer  each  of  them    in 
detsil.     First,    then— <«s  to  the  danger 
of  insurrection)   the  causes  of  insurrec- 
tion generally  were,   a  strong  sense  of 
wrong,  and  a  determination  to  shake  of 
some  burthen  or  yoke.     As  long  as  slavery 
was  continued,  call  it  by  what  name  they 
might,  whether  apprentiocship OS  servitude, 
or  by  any  other  term,  as  long  as  fturoad 
sobjeotion  to  an  individual  master,  without 
power  of  removal,  or  of  improving  wages* 
remained,  so  long  would  there  be  danger 
of  insnrvection :  for  so  long  would  there  be 
power  All  motives  to  rebeL    But  vheii  ftee- 
dom  had  been  OTanted«->whea  the  y^t 
had  been  taken  m^wheii  every  man  might 
seek  his  own  empleyer,  and  fix  his.  own 
terms  of  reward  i  when  the  blacks  were 
elevated  to  the  safne  enjoyment  of  equal 
nghte  with  the  whites,  what  waa  there  to 
rebel  ibr  ?    What  greater  good  eoeU  they 
hope  to  attain  ?   It  waa  not  the  usual  oon- 
duot  of  mankind  to  rebel  against  their  be- 
nefactors, nor  to  break  out  into  insurrection 
when  freedom  was  accorded  to  them.     In 
general  the  people  of  all  countries  were  loo 
happy  to  receive  the  amaliest  boon  from 
the  hands  of  their  rulers ;  and  it  was  only 
when  rights  were  withheld,  aqd  justice  de- 
nied, that  insurrections  or  sebeUiens  ever 
did  lake  place.    They  were  frequent  in  the 
West  Inaies  now-— they  occurred  often  in 
the  East — they  happened  perpetually  in  «ll 
the  despotic  states  of  Asia,  and  they  took 
place  occasionally  in  the  worst  governed 
countries  of  Eurepe-^of  whiek  Turkey, 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy,  were  eiamplciB. 
But  there  were  no  insunections  in  Amerioa, 
and  none  in  England }  and  if  there  wove 
any,  they  would  occur,  not  haeause  righte 
were  conceded,  but  because  fights  wero 
denied.     The  rule  was   eniversali    that 
men  never  rebelled  because  fveedonn  wae 
granted  to  them;  and  that  the  only  dM^ 
ger  of  insurrection  lay  in  a  denial  of  Hghie 
which  were  justly  due.    Bui,  as  to  Use 
murder  of  the  whites-^  Whet  was  to  hindot 
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Ibal  Ukitig  place  now,  if  the  halted  of  the 
Uaoks  «ai  ao  ttroof  ?  Nothiof  bat  nili- 
tary  fotce.  Let,  then,  auch  foice  be  atill 
further  atiangthened  by  a  pre¥entive  police, 
and  a  body  of  indepeDcieot  Magistracy, 
until  the  change  fcom  slavery  to  freedom 
should  b^  complete;  and  as  the  slaves 
would  have  no  addition  to  their  numbers 
or  their  force  by  being  made  free,  while  all 
the  notiies  to  rebellion  or  retenge  would 
be  giaatly  lessened,  we  coald  not,  for  a 
momeutt  apprehend  insursection  as  a  con- 
sequence of  their  obtaining  their  immediate 
freedom,  though  we  might  dread  it  as  the 
almost  inevitable  consequence  which  must 
and  would  ensue  on  that  freedom  being 
longer  withheld.  Secondly — As  to  the 
indolence  of  the  slaves,  and  their  incapa* 
city  QC  unwillingness  to  labour  for  their 
own  snppsMTt*  It  could  not  be  denied,  that 
the  love  of  ease  waa  as  common  to  the 
wegso  race  as  to  every  other.  It  was  not 
ntoessary  to  veaort  to  Africa  to  discover  this 
psapensity.  All  men  disliked  to  labour  more 
than  waa  neoesaary  to  obtain  for  them  the 
etuoynionts  of  life :  beyond  this,  they  de- 
aissd  kisuve^  as  at  least  the  entire  direction 
and  cetttrol  over  the  emplpyiiient  of  theic 
ttme*  It  waa  also  trae,  that,  in  warm  cli- 
mates,  lepeee  was  a  greater  luxury  than  in 
colder  onea.  But  notwithstanding  this: 
how  atood  the  fact  ?  Was  it  not  established 
by  eridence  the  most  varied  and  unim- 
peachable, that  inberever  the  experiment 
had  been  tried,  it  had  been  found  that  the 
negiwea,  like  other  meui  were  beings  made 
up  of  hopps  and  fears,  and  operated  upon 
by  the  stimulMs  of  rewards  and  pnnish- 
asenla?  They  had  been  granted  for  their 
own  use,  in  some  eases,  a  day  in  each  week ; 
jo  others,  an  hour  in  each  day :  and  in 
both  they  bad  shown  that  in  the  hour  or 
day  devoted  to  their  own  use,  and  the  pro- 
duce of  which  wai  to  be  for  their  own  be- 
nefit, they  had  done  more  than  in  twice  or 
thrice  the  time  employed  for  thebene6tof 
others.  Had  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
base  caught  the  Chairman's  eye  in  an 
earlier  part  of  the  night,  he  was  prepared 
&Q  establish  this  by  evidence,  which  he  had 
brought  with  him  for  that  purpose ;  but  at 
thin  Tale  hour,  and  under  the  pledge  of 
bmvHy  b*  had  given,  ha  would  ah- 
ataio  fpom  reading  the  evidence  he  had 
bfOMght.  Ha  might  direct,  however,  those 
whi>  still  eotertaiited  doubts  on  this  subject, 
where  it  would  be  found ;  and  he  would 
aecordingly  namethe  works  he -held  in  his 
kmi'     Thay  wt^re  not  anonymoos,  but 


each  the  productions  of  authors  well  known 
and  highly  esteemed,  both  in  the  political 
and  the  literary  world.  The  first  was  Mr. 
Jeremie,  for  many  years  a  resident  in  the 
West  Indies,  as  President  of  the  Council 
in  the  island  of  St.  Lucie,  and  subse- 
quently appointed  in  an  oflScial  capacity  to 
the  Mauritius.  This  gentleman,  in  his 
"  Essays  on  Colonial  Slavery,''  presented  a 
large  mass  of  evidence  to  prove,  that  the 
emancipated  slaves  were  among  the  most 
industrious  of  men :  that,  under  every  ima- 
ginable disadvantage  they  acquired  pro- 
perty, and  became  industrious,  frugal,  and 
prosperous  artisans  and  traders.  He  gave 
an  interesting  history  of  the  town  of  Cas- 
tries, in  St.  Lucie,  where  the  great  part  of 
the  population  were  free  blacks,  and  people 
of  colour,  and  by  whom  a  large  amount  of 
property  was  held  in  houses,  lands,  ships, 
&c.,  many  individuals  possessing  from 
2,000/.  to  3,000i.  of  value;  and  all  acquired 
entirely  by  their  own  exertions.  The  other 
work  was  one  entitled  **  Wages,  of  the 
Whip,''  dn^wn  up  by  Mr.  Conder,  a  well 
known  author,  in  which  was  collected  a 
body  of  evidence  to  satisfy  the  most  scep- 
tical of  this  great  truth,  that  wherever  co- 
ercion or  force  was  applied  to  draw  forth 
the  exertions  of  the  negro,  he  gave  his  la- 
bours unwillingly;  and  it  was  consequently 
unproductive :  but  wherever  the  stimulus 
of  hope  and  rewaid  were  offered,  his  vigour 
became  redoubled,  his  industry  was  un- 
tiring, and  his  labour  was  rendered  profit- 
able both  to  the  employer  and  the  em- 
ployed. Therewasnottheslightestground, 
therefore,  for  the  assumption,  that,  if  liber- 
ated, the  negroes  would  fail  to  support 
themselves ;  and  the  best  proof,  perhaps, 
that  could  be  given,  that  the  Ministers  did 
not  entertain  this  view  of  the  case,  and 
consider  the  negro  a  peculiarly  indoler.t 
being,  was  this — that  though  they  urged 
his  natural  unwillingness  to  work,  as  an 
argument  against  his  immediate  emancipa- 
tion, and  justified  the  keeping  him  in 
slavery  for  twelve  years  longer,  on  the 
groand  that  it  was  necessary  to  teach  him 
habits  of  industry  (as  if  the  unfortunate 
slave  had  not  been  taught  those  habits,  by 
being  kept  at  hard  labour  all  his  life),  yet 
they  expected  this  '*  indolent  being,"  who 
they  alleged  could  not  be  induced  to  labour, 
by  the  stimulus  of  hunger  and  nakedness, 
to  supply  the  want  of  food  and  raiment, 
which  could  only  be  thus  obtained«-they 
expected  him,  when  all  his  wants  had  been 
sopplied  by  the  sefen  hours  and  a-half  of 
12 
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labour  for  his  master  during  the  day,  to 
labour  the  other  two  hours  and  a-half, 
without  the  stimulus  of  hunger  and  naked- 
ness, but  with  the  prudent  forethought  and 
design  of  laying  up  a  provision  for  a  future 
day !  Now,  both  of  these  positions  could 
not  be  true — the  n^ro  could  not  be  at 
once  the  most  indolent  and  improvident, 
and  the  most  industrious  and  prudent  of 
the  human  race ;  though  the  Ministers  as- 
sumed him  to  be  either,  as  it  best  suited 
their  purpose.  The  truth  was,  that  he  was 
in  neither  of  these  extremes ;  but  his  cha- 
racter was  that  of  the  common  average  of 
humanity  under  similar  circumstances  to 
his  own :  whatever  was  bad  about  hiro^ 
was  the  result  of  his  enslaved  condition, 
and  could  only  be  eradicated  by  his  being 
made  free.  Whatever  was  good  about  him 
was  part  of  his  human  nature,  and,  as  such, 
was  capable  of  progressive  improvement; 
the  first  step  to  which  must  be  his  eman- 
cipation. And ,  as  all  slaves  hitherto  made 
free  had  bettered  their  condition  from  the 
moment  of  their  freedom  being  attained^ 
there  was  no  good  reason  for  doubting  but 
that  all  the  slaves  in  future  to  be  emanci- 
pated, would  run  the  same  career  of  im« 
provement,  some  faster  and  some  slower 
than  others,  but  all  at  least  rising  above 
that  lowest  point  in  the  scale  of  existence^ 
which  now  marks  them  the  next  link  in 
creation  to  the  beasts  of  the  field,  but  which, 
being  broken,  they  would  rise,  like  other 
rational  beings,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
privileges  and  all  the  virtues  of  manhood 
and  humanity*  Thirdly — As  to  the  ces- 
sation of  our  supplies  of  sugar,  which  it  is 
contended,  can  only  be  had  from  the  West 
Indies,  and  only  be  cultivated  by  slaves. 
It  was  certainly  remarkable,  that  such  an 
alignment  as  this  should  be  advanced  by 
any  one  pretending  to  geographical,  or 
political,  or  commercial  information  ;  and 
yet  it  had  been  dwelt  upon  at  great  length. 
But  could  hon.  Members  be  ignorant  of 
the  fact,  that  in  our  own  immense  empire 
of  the  East  Indies,  any  quantity  of  sugar 
might  be  obtained,  the  entire  produce  of 
free  labour ;  and  even  now,  under  all  the 
disadvantages  of  its  growth,  so  much 
cheaper  than  the  sugar  of  the  West,  that, 
to  protect  this,  a  heavy  extra  duty  had 
been  placed  on  all  the  sugar  imported  from 
Bengal,  without  which  the  West-India 
sugar,  produced  by  slave  labour,  wouldi 
long  ago,  have  been  driven  out  of  the 
market  ?  It  was  true,  that  at  present,  the 
East-India  sugar  was  inferior  jn  strength 


and  quality  to  that  of  the  West :  but  when 
the  same  protection  of  person  and  property 
should  be  extended  to  residents  in  Baigal, 
as  was  now  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  of  aU 
our  other  colonies — when  British  capitalists 
should  be  permitted  to  hold  lands  in  India,- 
establish  mills,  and  apply  the  capital,  the 
science,  and  the  skill,  of  Europe,  to  the 
cultivation  of  sugar  in  the  East,  as  they 
now  do  in  the  West~there  was  no  doubt, 
in  the  mind  of  any  person  who  had  resided 
in  India,  that  its  quality  might  be  miMie 
quite  equal  to  that  of  any  sugar  in  the 
world ;  and,  therefore,  that  all  alarm  on 
the  subject  of  failure  of  supply  in  this  ne- 
cessary or  luxury  of  life,  was  perfectly 
groundless.  Fourthly— As  to  the  encour- 
agement which  would  be  given  to  slavery 
in  other  colonies,  and  the  extension  of  the 
slave  trade  for  their  supply^  by  the  cessation 
of  slavery  in  our  own,  he  thought  the  re- 
medy for  this  perfectly  easy  : — ^If,  instead 
of  the  unjust  preference  which  had  hitherto 
been  given  to  the  produce  of  slave^labour 
over  that  of  free  industry,  the  Ministers 
would  but  reverse  the  rule,  and  tax  heavily 
the  produce  of  slave  colonies,  while  they 
admitted  the  produce  of  free  labour  on 
easier  terms^  slavery  would  then  become  so 
much  more  unpnmtable  than  freedom, 
even  to  the  planters  themselves,  that  it 
would  not  long  be  continued.  And  as  to 
the  slave  trade,  he  contended,  that  if  the 
Government  of  England  would  only  be  just 
enough,  courageous  enough,  and  virtuous 
enough,  to  declare  the  slave  trade  to  be 
piracy,  wherever  practised,  and  by  whomso- 
ever carried  on — and  make  some  severe  ex- 
amples of  those  captured  in  its  perpetration 
— it  would  soon  be  swept  away,  as  it  de- 
served to  bC)  from  the  face  of  the  earth« 
There  was  one  remarkable  inconsistency  in 
the  opinions  held  on  slavery  and  the  slave 
trade,  to  which  he  must,  for  a  moment, 
advert.  All  parties  were  now  agreed  to 
speak  of  the  latter  with  detestation  and 
horror,  even  those  who  saw  nothing  in 
slavery  ittelf  so  bad  as  to  require  its  aboli^ 
tion«  But,  for  himself,  he  deemed  skvery 
to  be  the  worst  of  the  two.  The  slave  trade 
consisted  in  the  capture  and  conveyance  of 
men  from  Africa  to  the  West  Indies,  in  a 
most  inconvenient  and  uncomfortable 
manner,  it  was  true;  but  what  was 
slavery  but  a  perpetuaUon  of  this  state  of 
suffering  and  wrong,  for  all  the  rest  of  the 
victim's  life  ?  It  was  a  crime,  no  doubt,  to 
seize  the  free  man,  and  make  him  a  dave: 
it  was  also  a  crime  to  transport  bim  by 
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fatot  from  his  native  home  to  a  foreign 
shore :  bat  was  it  not  equally  a  crime  to 
(MKchase  this  injured  victim ,  and  to  keep 
bia  10  crod  bondage  all  the  rest  of  his 
days  ?  For  his  own  part,  though  he  knew 
it  was  against  the  commonly  received 
qmiioD,  be  considered  the  subsequent 
bondage  of  perpetuated  slavery  to  be  even 
wont  than  tne original  capture  and  banish- 
Dent  of  the  slave,  to  which  it  gave 
riK.  He  thought  that  the  subsequent 
sktery,  though  coming  after,  in  point  of 
time,  was,  in  reality,  the  parent  of  the  slave 
trade  itself ;  for  had  there  been  no  receivers 
of  stolen  men,  men  would  not  continue  to 
have  been  stolen  :  had  there  been  no  buy- 
en  of  slaves,  there  would  soon  have  ceased 
to  be  sellers ;  and  he  therefore  could  not 
understand  the  philanthropy  of  those  who 
affected  soch  extreme  horror  at  the  slave 
trade,  as  the  means  by  which  the  victims 
were  procnred,  but  had  no  indignation 
whatever  towards  those  who  kept  those 
vietinM  all  their  lives  afterwards  in  bond- 
sge,  subject  to  misery,  to  stripes,  and  to 
chahis.  The  time,  be  hoped,  was  arrived, 
when  both  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  were 
about  to  be  extinguished  together.  Let 
Eoghnid  set  the  proud  example  first;  and 
ue  aU  her  great  political  and  moral  influ- 
ence with  other  countries,  to  follow  it ; 
and  be  did  not  despair,  even  before  he  sunk 
iato  the  grave  himself,  to  see  slavery  abo- 
lished in  every  colony  of  the  West,  whether 
British  or  Foreign ;  as  well  as  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  where  it  had  too 
long  been  a  blot  on  the  free  institutions  for 
which  that  country  was  otherwise  distin- 
guished. He  had  thus  endeavoured,  much 
more  briefly  than  he  could  have  wished — 
as,  in  deference  to  the  convenience  of  the 
Hooseatthat  late  hour  of  the  night,  he  had 
omitted  many  arguments  on  which,  had  he 
been  earlier  in  the  debate,  he  should  have 
felt  it  his  duty  to  dwell— to  show  that  all 
the  reasons  alleged  against  immediate 
emancipation  were  capable  of  being  re- 
futed :  and  that  as  such  immediate  eman- 
cipatioa  was  more  just,  and  not  more 
dangerous,  than  any  protracted  scheme,  it 
oagbt  to  have  the  preference  of  all  parties, 
whether  they  wished  the  abolition  of  slavery 
oa  the  grounds  of  religion,  justice,  or  policy 
— all  of  which  were  opposed  to  any  delay 
whatever,  beyond  the  shortest  possible 
period,  within  which  adequate  arrangements 
could  be  made  to  carry  the  emancipation 
into  efict.    In  conclusion,  he  would  say 

Ifiw  wQidt  Qu  Am  prospcQti  whiQh  lu«m 


'a  measure  as  he  advocated  would  open  to 
the  colonies,  as  well  as  to  the  mother 
country.  The  negroes  being  released 
from  their  present  degraded  and'depressed 
condition,  would  become  subject  to  new 
motives,  animated  by  new  hopes,  and 
cheered  by  new  ergoyments.  The  means 
of  instruction  being  afforded  them,  their 
leisure  would  be  devoted  to  the  acquisitioc 
of  knowledge.  Religious  and  moral,  as 
well  as  entertaining  and  useful  instruction, 
would  teach  them  that  the  wants  of  man 
could  be  best  satisfied  by  industry  and 
prudence ;  that,  next  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  physical  wants,  the  attainment  of 
knowledge  was  at  once  a  duty  and  a  plea- 
sure. The  developement  of  every  new 
mental  faculty  would  expand  the  desire 
for  further  intellectual  attainment;  and 
thus  the  now  dormant  powers  of  the  negro 
mind  would  be  brought  out  into  progress- 
ively increasing  exercise,  till  they  became 
fitted  for  the  highest  enjoyment  of  all 
social  and  domestic  pleasures.  With  in- 
creased intelligence,  augmented  wealth 
would  be  acquired  ;  new  desires  would  re- 
quire new  materials  for  satisfaction ;  the 
further  developement  of  the  resources  of 
their  own  industry  would  furnish  the  means 
of  payment  or  exchange ;  and  the  demand 
which  would  thus  be  created  for  British 
manufactures  of  every  sort  and  kind, 
would  be  the  most  ample,  as  well  as  the 
most  satisfactory,  repayment  of  any  tem- 
porary sacrifice  which  we  might  now  be 
called  upon  to  make,  to  carry  this  great 
measure  of  immediate  emancipation  into 
effect.  If  loss  should  actually  accrue  for 
the  first  few  years,  from  the  change  from 
a  system  of  slave  labour  to  one  of  free 
industrv  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  he 
should  have  no  objection  whatever  to  such 
loss  being  compensated  ;  though,  he  be- 
lieved, that  the  planter  as  well  as  the  slave 
— the  colony  as  well  as  the  mother  country 
— would  be  benefited  by  the  change.  As 
his  Amendment  was  but  the  first  of  a  se- 
ries of  Resolutions  growing  out  of  it, 
which  he  should  be  prepared,  at  the  pro- 
per time,  to  submit  to  the  House,  he 
should,  for  the  present,  content  himself 
with  following  the  example  of  the  Minis- 
ters, who,  though  they  had  laid  four  Re- 
solutions on  the  Table  of  the  House,  were 
going  to  divide  only  on  the  first.  He 
would,  therefore,  submit  only  the  first  of 
his  Resolutions  by  way  of  Amendment ; 
and  when  the  sense  of  the  House  had  been 

taken  on  it,  he  wquld  shape  his  course 
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with  respect  to  the  others  accordingly. 
His  Amendment  was  as  follows : — '*  That 
it  is  the  opinioti  of  this  Committee  that 
immediate  and  effectual  measures  should 
be  taken  for  the  entire  Abolition  of  Slaver; 
in  all  the  British  possessions,  without  far- 
ther delay  than  may  b%  necessary  to  or- 
ganize a  body  of  Magistracy  and  Police, 
for  the  preservation  of  order  and  peace — 
and  without  subjecting  the  emancipated 
slaves  to  any  payment  or  burthen  what- 
ever as  the  price  of  their  redemption." 

Colonel  Davies  observed,  that  he  was  a 
free  judge  on  the  present  question,  having 
no  recorded  opinions  upon  it,  and  no  in- 
terest at  stake.  He  had  no  hesitation 
whatever,  in  saying,  that  the  immediate 
abolition  of  slavery  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary. The  wishes  of  this  country,  and 
the  situation  of  the  colonies,  imperatively 
demanded  that  it  should  be  no  longer  de- 
layed. And  yet,  he  could  not  forget  the 
tremendous  difficulties  which  stood  in  the 
way  of  thatabohtion ;  difficulties  involving 
in  themselves  not  only  the  existence  of  the 
colonies,  but  the  prosperity  of  this  country. 
He  could  not  forget  that  there  were  two 
parties  to  be  considered :  and  that  while  the 
negroes  ought  to  have  justice  done  to  them, 
the  rights  of  their  masters  ought  not  to  be 
neglected.  Whoever  had  a  large  body  of 
constituents  must  have  among  them  many 
who  on  this  subject  were  hurried  on  by  an 
inconsiderate  zeal,  which, nevertheless,  did 
credit  to  their  hearts,  although  it  made 
them  dangerous  guides.  In  his  opinion, 
if  the  House  were  to  adopt  the  Resolution 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Sheffield,  they 
would  take  a  dangerous  and  impolitic 
step.  He  was  anxious  for  the  immediate 
abolition  of  slavery;  but  he  could  not 
shut  his  eyes  to  the  danger  attendant  upon 
it.  Let  the  House  recollect  the  misery 
that  had  been  produced  by  sudden  eman- 
cipation at  St.  Domingo;  misery  ten 
thousand  times  greater  even  than  that  of 
slavery  itself.  He  was  friendly,  therefore, 
to  a  course  which  would  subject  the  slave 
to  a  course  of  probation,  fiut  while  he 
stated  this,  he  objected  to  the  proposition 
of  the  right  hon.  Secretary  of  State. 
He  thought  the  slave  ought  to  have  such 
wages  as  would,  in  a  few  years,  enable 
him  to  purchase  his  emancipation.  As  he 
intended  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
fourth  Resolution,  he  would  say  a  few 
words  on  the  subject  of  it.  When  he 
considered  bow  loudly  the  people  of  this 


country  eomplalned  of  the  pressure  bf  tek- 
isting  taxation,  be  coteld  hot  ossl^ni  to  Ih^ 
policy  of  imposing  an  additional  tHi  \dn 
colonial  produce.  He  thoughti  also)  that 
the  gift  of  15)000,000/.  would  b^  the 
most  fatal  boon  to  the  cblobies.  The  de- 
preciation of  West-Iridta  property  had 
been  so  g^eat  of  late  years,  that  ther^  cOutd 
be  no  doubt  that  that  sum  of  15,000,000/. 
would  soon  be  absorbed.  NoV  il^s  that 
all.  The  produce  of  th^  West  IrtQiesi^as 
so  considerable,  that  it  did  not  Uieet  with 
adequate  consumption  in  this  country. 
Would  the  consumption  of  that  pit>duce 
be  increased  by  increasing  the  duty  upon 
it  ?  On  the  contrary,  to  increase  that  duty 
would  inevitably  be,  to  increase  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  planters.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seemed  to  think  that  the  pro- 
duce of  the  increased  duties  would  afford 
ample  means  of  paying  the  interest  of  the 
loan.  The  returns  of  late  years  proved 
that  this  was  a  fallacious  expectation ;  and 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  country 
would  be  saddled  with  the  permatient  in- 
terest of  that  loan,  or  600,000/.  The 
true  course  would  be,  not  to  increase,  but 
to  diminish  the  duty.  That  would  at  once 
relieve  the  planter,  and,  by  increasing  the 
consumption,  give  a  stimulus  to  all  trade 
in  connexion  with  the  islands.  Even  if 
it  diminished  the  revenue  (whibh  was 
doubtful),  that  diminution  would  be  tHffing 
compared  with  the  perpetual  char^  of 
600,000/.,  which  would  be  incurred  by  the 
proposed  plan.  Before  he  sat  down,  he 
begged  to  repeat  that  there  was  no  warmer 
friend  than  himself  to  the  immediate 
abolition  of  slavery,  as  far  aft  that  waa 
consistent  with  real  justice  atid  huma- 
nity. 

The  House  resumed — the  Chairman  re- 
ported progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 
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HOUSE    OF   LORDS, 
Monday^  June  3,  1833. 

MririJTKs.]  Paper  ordered.  Oa  die  MoUqb  of  liw  Lotto 
Ca^HCKLLoii,  an  Aeoount  ftom  die  Diputy  R^girtzan  of 
Uie  Court  of  Cbanoery,  of  ttie  Manner  In  wUdi  the  Sunu 
TCodved  for  Decreet  and  Orders  are  divided  between  Uiem 
and  Uidr  Clerks:  alao  the  Number  of  Deeraci  and  Ordfen 
drawn  up  in  the  yean  beginnh^  on  Hilary  Tcnn»  1797» 
1S06,  and  loss. 

PetiUona  nrewiited.  By  the  Duke  of  JfcfkrmmaMMXtm^ 
and  a  nobli  Loia,  tnm  two  Phoca,— ftir  tte  BcRar 


Obwrvance  of  the  Sabbath.-4ly  the  Barl  of  Bamor, 
ftom  Saliabury,  Ibr  A.mc»dhiB  the  Sale  of  Beer  AA— By 
the  Duke  of  NeKTROiaaiaAiro,  the  Mar^uart  of  Sray- 
ronn,  the  Eaili  of  Cabusum  and  VxmuPtat,  Lords 
DiMonnkHandSirrpiBLn,  bmI  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and 

WaiM,  tm  •  Ifwajtwrof  Flw»,  ■nniaK  6hrr«yr»By 


217        Mmiiierial  Plan  for  tie       {Mat 

thould  be  made.    The  hon.  member  for 
Lancaster  had,  last  evening,  read  several 
extracts  from  the  communications  of  dif- 
ferenl  Secretaries  for  the  Colonies,  with 
th^  Local  Assemblies  of  the  West-India 
islAods.     He  (Mr.  Godson)  ivould  read 
one  of  later  date  than  any  which  were 
dted    by  that    hon.    Member.      It  was 
contained  in  a  communication  made  by 
Sir  George   Murray  to  the  Governor  of 
Jamaica  in  1830 ;  in  these  terms : — '*  Your 
Lordship  will  convey  to  the  Council  and 
Aafterobly  of  Jamaica,  the  reiterated  assur- 
ance of  the  most  anxious  desire  on  the 
part  of  his  Majesty  to  co-operate  with 
them  in  efiecting  those  improvements  in 
the  slave  code,  which  they  have  so  repeat- 
edly sanctioned  by   their  recent  enact- 
ments.''    Yet,  with  that  document  in  his 
possession,  the  right  hon.  Secretary  assert- 
ed  in   his  speech,  that,   since   the  year 
1823,    the    planters    had    done  nothing 
to  promote  tne  views  of  the  Legislature  at 
home.     On  the  contrary,  every  Colonial 
Secretary,  from  the  very  period  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  alluded  to,  down  to 
the  present  time,  had  mentioned  in  his 
despatches    to    the   several    West-India 
islands,   the  satisfaction  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  progress  which  the  local  legis- 
latures of  the  islands  were  making  in  the 
advancement  of  the  views  of  the  mother 
country !     It  was  true  the  colonies  had 
not  gone  so  far  as  was  wished  with  respect 
to  religious  instruction.     The  Legislative 
Assembly  of  Jamaica,  in  1802,  had  passed, 
an  Act,  by  which  they  confined   the  mi- 
nistry of  the  Gospel  to  the  Church   of 
England.     He   condemned  that  Act   as 
much  as  any  man  could  do.    The  colo- 
nists had  omitted  to  grant  religious  liberty; 
hut  that  was  their  only  wrong.     As  far  as 
regarded  the  improvement  of  the  negro, 
and  the  modification  of  his  condition  as  a 
slave,  the  colonists  had  acted  up  to  the 
instructions   and  wishes  of   the  mother 
country.     The  hon.  Baronet,  the  member 
for  Bristol,  had  gone  through  a  number  of 
cases,  and  must  have  convinced  the  House 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  com- 
pletely mistaken.     In  Jamaica,   a  great 
number  of  manumissions   had,   of   late 
years*  taken  place.    They  amounted  to 
14,000   at   least,  for  many  occurred   of 
which  no  register  was  kept.     And  was  it 
to  be  made  a  charge  against  Jamaica,  that 
its  law  with  respect  to  evidence  was  not 

C^rfect?     At  the  present  moment  there 
y  open  the  Table  of  that  House  various 
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Acts  of  Parliament  to  amend  and  improve 
the  laws,  and  among  them,  one  to  improve 
the  law  of  evidence  in  England.     Could 
it,  then,  be  made  a  serious  charge  against 
Jamaica,  that  she  had  not  perfected  that 
which  had  engaged  the  wisdom  of  the 
British  senate  for  ages?     He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  there  had  been  such  instances 
as  those  mentioned  or  insinuated  by  the 
right  hon.  Secretary,  of  the  separation  of 
slaves.     Every  planter — every  gentleman 
connected  with    the  colonies — uniformly 
denied,  that  the  practice  had  ever  been  put 
in  force,  except  by  legal  process ;  and  the 
nature  of  that  process  was  such  as  to  con- 
fine the  possibility  of  the  separation  of  a 
negro  family  to  a  very  few  particular  in- 
stances. Savings*  banks,  he  must  mention, 
had  been    instituted    in   Jamaica.     One 
was  established  at  Montego  shortly  after 
the  recommendation  from  the  British  Go- 
vernment was  received  ;  but  not  a  negro 
would  deposit  anything  in  it.     They  were 
not  accustomed  to  the  institution,  and  did 
not  know,  that  money,  lent  out,  would 
produce  them  money  again.  The  planters, 
then,  had  been  calumniated  and  misrepre- 
sented.    A  Savings'  bank  had  been  insti- 
tuted in  Jamaica  ;    and  it  failed  from  no 
fault  of  its  founders.     The  most  serious 
charge  made  by  the  right  hon.  Secretary 
against  the  planters,  was,  that  the  decrease 
in    the    number  of  the   negroes   in    the 
several  colonies  was  always  in  proportion 
to  the  increase  of  the  quantity  of  sugar. 
The  hon.  member  for  Lancaster,  in  his 
able  speech  of  last  evening,  had  clearly 
and  distinctly  proved,   thut  with  respect 
to    Demerara,    the    right    hon.    Secre- 
tary's    calculations    were     founded     on 
erroneous  data,  and  were  totally  incorrect. 
In  a  pamphlet  published  by  a  very  able 
accountant,  who  took  as  the  basis  of  his 
calculations   all    the     figures    previously 
published  by  the  hon.  member  for  Wey- 
mouth, it  appeared  to  be  very  satisfactorily 
proved — that  the  decrease  in  the  number 
of  negroes  upon  an  estate  always  con- 
tinued as  long  as  there  was  a  certain  ex- 
cess of  the  male  over  the  female  popula- 
tion ;    and  that,  when  that  excess  became 
small  in  proportion  to  the  whole  popula- 
tion, a  certain  increase  in  the  population 
was  the  result.     It  was  clear,  therefore, 
that  the  decrease  in  the  black  population 
of  the  colonies  was  not  consequent  upon 
the  increase  of  labour.     The  charge  which 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  had  made  against 
the  colonies  upon   thb  point  was   one 
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to  a  subject  connected  with  the  foreign 
relations  of  the  country.  He  was  well 
aware  how  little  interesting  all  observa- 
tions relative  to  foreign  affairs  were  at  the 
pr^)5ent  time,  when  all  men's  minds  were 
occiUpied  with  questions  of  paramount  im- 
portance relating  to  the  internal  concerns 
of  the  country,  and  its  commercial  and 
colonial  interests.  But  he  was  also  aware, 
that  if  there  was  any  nation  for  which 
more  than  another  this  country  felt,  and 
justly  felt,  deep  interest,  it  was  Portugal ; 
and  particularly  with  respect  to  the  ques- 
tion which  he  was  about  to  submit  to  their 
Lordships'  consideration,  and  which,  in 
bis  opinion,  involved  materially  the  inter- 
ests and  honour  of  this  country.  The 
alliance  between  this  country  and  Portugal 
was  the  most  ancient  to  be  found  in  the 
history  of  nations ;  it  was  an  alliance 
repeatedly  recognized  by  all  Europe — it 
was  one  from  which  this  country  had 
derived  advantage  from  a  period  almost 
beyond  memory,  and  for  the  preservation 
of  which  this  country,  in  better  times,  had 
expended  her  best  blood  and  treasure. 
He  had,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  since 
the  formation  of  his  Majesty's  present 
Administration,  ventured,  in  his  place  in 
Parliament,  to  suggest  to  the  noble  Lords 
opposite  the  necessity  of  taking  measures 
to  prevent  the  existence  of  a  civil  contest 
in  Portugal  tmd  the  Peninsula  between 
men  of  extreme  political  opinions.  This 
advice  he  had  frequently  urged  upon  the 
Ministers ;  but  he  was  sorry  to  say,  that 
from  the  commencement  of  the  formation 
of  their  Government — at  any  rate  from 
the  period  when  they  felt  themselves 
secure  in  office,  they  had  proceeded  in  a 
course  most  injurious  to  the  government 
of  Portugal ;  and  he  would  endeavour  to 
prove,  before  he  sat  down,  that  they  had 
done  every  thing  in  their  power  to  promote 
that  contest  between  extreme  opinions 
vrhich  now  unfortunately  existed  in  Por- 
tugal. He  would  prove  to  their  Lord- 
ships, that  if  the  present  state  of  things 
were  allowed  to  exist,  it  was  absolutely 
impossible  for  civil  war  not  to  extend  from 
Portugal  to  Spain,  and  that,  sooner  or 
later,  this  country  must  take  part  in  it,  if 
she  wished  to  prevent  both  those  countries 
falling  into  the  hands  of  their  powerful 
neighbour.  On  former  occasions  he  had 
given  the  Government  full  credit  for  not 
having  been  the  cause  of  the  invasion  of 
Portugal  by  the  French  in  the  spring  of 
1831,  which  led  to  those  unfortunate  cir*' 


cumstances  in  which  the  country  was  now 
placed  ;  but  he  had  then  relied  on  what 
he  had  heard  stated  in  that  House  and 
elsewhere,  and  he  had  not  then  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  official  papers 
connected  with  the  subjects  He  bad, 
however,  since  seen  them,  and  he  was 
now  positively  convinced,  that  the  mea- 
sures adopted  by  his  Majesty's  Govemmeat 
in  April,  1831,  aided  and  assisted  the 
design  previously  entertained  by  the 
French  government  of  invading  PortogaL 
It  appeared  by  the  documents  now  before 
their  Lordships,  that  on  the  2nd  of  April, 
his  Majesty's  consul  at  Lisbon  reported 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  that  a  French  squadron,  consisting 
of  the  Melpomene,  of  60  guns,  and  other 
ships,  had  sailed  from  France  and  arrived 
at  Lisbon,  for  the  purpose  of  making  cer- 
tain demands  on  the  Portuguese  govern- 
ment. That  report  was  received  in  London 
on  the  12th  of  April,  Now,  one  would 
suppose,  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  would 
have  been  impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
protecting  Portugal  against  this  attack  of 
the  French  government — ^that  they  would 
have  done  that  which  they  were  bound  to 
do  by  treaty — endeavoured  by  their  in- 
terference to  prevail  on  the  French  govern- 
ment to  act  with  reason  and  moderation 
in  the  enforcement  of  its  claims,  and 
would  have  enforced  on  the  Portuguese 
government  the  necessity  of  giving  satia- 
faction  with  regard  to  the  claims  justly 
made  by  France.  This  they  would  have 
done  if  they  had  attended  to  the  stipu* 
lations  of  treaties ;  for  by  them  the  Go- 
vernment of  this  country  was  Ixmnd  to 
treat  Portugal  as  a  part  of  Great  Britain 
itself.  They  were  bound  to  interfere  in 
favour  of  Portugal  on  every  occasion  as 
much  as  if  that  country  was  a  part  of 
Great  Britain.  Under  these  circomstances, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  on  the  receipt 
of  this  intelligence  from  the  British  Con- 
sul, the  Government  ought  immediately 
to  have  interfered ;  and  more  patticalarly 
as  it  appeared  that,  with  respect  to  one  of 
the  points  on  which  France  demanded 
satisfaction,  the  Portuguese  government 
was  in  the  right.  He  would  not  enter 
into  the  details  of  the  case  of  Bonhomme^ 
but  the  noble  Earl  opposite  could  not 
deny,  that  the  Portuguese  government  waa 
right  with  respect  to  that  case.  The  re- 
port from  the  British  Consul  arrived  on 
the  12th  of  April,  and  the  Goveinnent, 
instead  of  taking  measures  to  ptit  an  end 
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to  the  state  of  hottilitiesy  immediatdy 
ordered  a  squadron  of  frigates  to  sail  to 
Lisbon,  to  enforce  similar  demands  on  our 
port  against  the  gOTemment  of  Portugal. 
Was  tnis  a  time  at  whieh  such  demands 
ooght  to  have  been  made,  and  in  such  a 
manner?  In  his  opiniony  this  was  the 
very  moment  which  of  all  others  should 
not  have  been  seized  upon  to  make  any 
claim  against  tbe  Portuguese  gOYemment. 
HoweTer,  his  Majesty's  Ministers  persisted 
in  sending  out  this  squadron;  and  as 
soon  as  a  similar  preparation  could  be 
made  is  France,  another  squadron  of 
French  ships  was  fitted  out  to  make  a 
demand  on  Portugal  on  account  of  the 
claims  of  the  king  of  France.  The  Por* 
tuguese,  in  the  first  instance,  refused  to 
liaien  to  any  proposition  proceeding  from 
the  French  admiral,  saying,  truly  enough, 
that  he  had  no  commission  to  treat  with 
them  :  they  asked  for  the  interference  of 
this  Government,  but  all  mediation  was 
refused ;  and  the  consequence  of  this  non- 
ioterference  on  our  part — ^the  strongest 
non-interference  he  had  ever  heard  of — 
was  the  seizure  of  the  whole  fleet  of  Por- 
tagal,  the  only  fleet  which  that  country 
had  to  defend  itself  against  its  enemies. 
But  the  principle  of  non*interference  could 
sot  fiiirly  be  acted  upon  by  the  Grovem- 
ment  of  this  country  towards  Portugal. 
We  were,  in  point  of  fact,  bound  to 
interfere  in  favour  of  Portugal  by  one 
of  those  treaties  which  Ministers  were 
daily  m  the  habit  of  enforcing  against  that 
country,  and  the  infraction  of  which,  on 
the  part  of  Portugal,  was  the  pretenee  for 
our  sending  out  a  fleet  on  uie  15th  of 
April.  When  the  French  arrived,  they 
met  with  no  resistance.  In  one  letter  the 
British  Ckinsul  said,  they  did  not  fire, 
whilstotherdocumentsassertedtheydidfire, 
they  did  not  immediately  take  possession 
of  the  Portugnese  fleet.  Indeed,  before 
the  ships  were  taken  possession  of,  the 
French  Admiral  signed  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  the  Portuguese  government,  in  which 
he  stated,  that  *'  France,  always  generous, 
makes  no  fresh  demands.'*  The  Portu- 
guese fleet  was  not  at  that  time  included  in 
his  claims ;  though  it  had  since  been  dis- 
covered by  some  law  officers  of  the  Crown 
in  this  country,  that  because  there  had 
been  a  war  (where  it  had  existed  he  was 
at  a  loss  to  imagine),  and  a  subsequent 
treaty,  the  surrender  of  the  Portuguese 
fleet  was  a  matter  of  course,  in  consequence 
of  idt^iJor  denaods  made  1^  France,  and 


acceded  to  by  Portugal  because  she  had 
no  means  of  resistance.  But  why  had  she 
no  means  of  resistance? — ^because  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  in  a  manner 
tied  her  hands.  This,  then,  was  what 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  called  "akiing 
an  ally."  This  was  what  thev  called 
executing  the  treaties  by  which  they  were 
bound,  they  having  themselves  exacted 
from  Portugal  the  performance  of  every 
article  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and 
having  actually  sent  ships  to  enforce  it 
byblwkadmgtheTagus.  There  was  a  very 
curious  circumstance  attending  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Portuguese  fleet  to  which  he 
begged  to  call  their  Lordships'  attentwn, 
as  tending  to  explain  the  whole  nature  of 
these  transactions.  During  the  period  of 
this  expedition,  Don  Pedro,  the  brother  of 
Don  Miguel  (whom  he  would  not  call 
the  king  of  Portugal,  because  he  was  not 
recognized  by  this  country,  though  he  was 
unquestionably  king  de  facto\  was  in 
Paris.  The  day  after  the  arrival  of  the 
French  squadron  in  Portugal  a  steam- 
vessel  arrived  with  despatchesto  the  French 
Admiral ;  and  it  was  not  until  after  the 
reception  of  these  despatches,  that  any 
claim  was  made  on  the  Portuguese  fleet. 
Was  there,  then,  no  connexion  between  the 
arrival  of  that  steam-boat  and  the  claim 
afterwards  set  up  for  the  surrender  of  the 
fleet  ?  After  the  arrival  of  Don  Pedro  in 
Europe  a  course  of  transactions  com- 
ment quite  opposed  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  contrary  to  the  usual  practice  of 
Europe ;  he  alluded  to  the  equipment  in 
European  ports  of  vessels  destined  for  the 
Azores,  to  be  employed  against  the  de  facto 
sovereign  of  Portugal.  He  did  not  deny 
that  these  proceedings  had  taken  place 
while  he  was  in  office ;  but  he  used  every 
effort  to  prevent  the  British  ports  and 
arsenals  being  made  the  means  of  fitting 
out  an  armament  against  a  country  to 
whkh  England  was  bound  by  so  many 
treaties.  In  a  short  time  afterwards, 
however,  increased  activity  was  shown  by 
the  agents  of  Don  Pedro;  loans  of  money 
were  attempted  to  be  raised,  and  a  very 
large  body  of  men  was  assembled  at  the 
island  of  Terceire.  A  squadron  was  also 
collected  there,  and  it  was  commanded  by 
officera  who  had  been  in  his  Majesty's 
service.  He  must  do  the  Government  the 
justice  to  say,  that  they  did  remove  from 
his  Majesty's  service  the  officer  who  at 
that  time  undertook  the  command  of  the 
nafal  fbrce4>f  Don  Pedro}  but  be  was  very 
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nmcfa  tilrprittd  to  hear  the  noble  Earl  op- 
posite, io  reply  to  a  question  put  by  him 
(4h6  Duke  oi'  Wellington)  the  other  night 
-^whether  a  certain  officer  who  had  pro- 
ceeded to  Portugal  to  tosume  the  command 
of  the  forces  at  Oporto  hid  been  removed 
from  his  Majesty's  servicOy  say,  that  all 
he  kn^w  of  the  circumstance  was  from 
vtkat  he  had  seen  in  the  public  news- 
papers. It  was  certainly  true,  that  in 
1831  his  Majesty's  Qovernment  did  dismiss 
from  the  service  the  gentleman  who  as- 
sfimed  thecomhiand  of  the  naval  forces  of 
Sion  Pedro ;  but  how  had  they  acted  in 
the  months  of  November  and  December 
of  the  same  year  ?  At  that  period  consi- 
deraUe  levies  of  troops  were  made^  which 
iHrere  embarked  io  ships  on  the  river; 
imong  which  were  the.  Asia,  the  Congress^ 
the  Pairt/t  and  the  Juno,  Information 
was  given  to  Government  of  the  existence 
of  this  armament,  and  of  the  intention  of 
fitting  out  other  armament3  in  hia  Ma- 
jesty's ports ;  but  bis  Majesty's  Ministers 
refused  to  take  any  notice  of  the  inform- 
ation. The  Gentleman  who  acted  in  this 
country  for  the  Portuguese  Government 
then  went  and  gave  information  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Gustomsi  they  being 
tlie  persona  specially  charged  by  the  Act 
of  Parlratnent  passed  for  the  .prevention 
of  enlistments  for  foreign  service  with  its 
execution.  After  taking  the  opinion  of 
their  law  offioers  they  gave  orders  that  the 
vessels  should  be  detained ;  and  if  the 
matter  had  stopped  there,  nothing  could 
have  been  more  satisfactory  {  but  instruc- 
tions ai*terward6  came  from  a  superior  an- 
thortU — whether  from  the  Treasury  or 
the  Foreign-office  be  could  not  say- 
directing  the  vessels  to  be  released. 
Those  vessels  were  accordingly  released, 
and  sailed  to  Terceira,  carrying  with 
them  the  very  men  who  afterwards 
landed  in  Portugal.  Was  this  the  per- 
formance of  treaties — was  this  neutrality 
on  the  part  of  the  British  Government? 
The  noble  Earl  vrauld  perhaps  tell  the 
House,  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Grown 
advised  the  release  of  those  vessels,  de- 
tained by  the  Gommissioners  of  Customs. 
If  the  noble  Earl  made  such  a  statement, 
he  would  be  bound  to  produce  the  affidavits 
which  induced  the  law  officers  to  come 
to  that  conclusion.  He  did  not  ask  for 
the  case  laid  before  the  law  officers,  or 
their  opinion  on  it,  but  he  should  wish 
also  to  see  the  other  affidavits  which 
bad  baen  aabmitted  to  th^  CommUsionors 


of  Customs,  and  by  thfem  transmitted  to 
the  Treasury,  in  order  to  decide,  whether 
the  authorities  had  done  what  their  duty 
required,  and  especially  v^hethcr  their 
duty  had  been  done  by  Ministers*  wiu> 
ought  never  to  sanction  atoy  thing  which 
would  havie  the  efiect  of  btin^ing  the  two 
countHes  into  hostile  colliaton.  Now»  he 
wonld  barely  state  the  facts  c  tnd  what 
were  they  ?  Why,  that  instead  of  mea- 
sures being  taken  to  stop  those  vessels, 
they  were  allowed  to  sail;  and  what 
were  the  consequences?  That  the  trans- 
mission of  men  from  this  country  to 
Portugal,  the  conveying  of  them  front 
France  here,  io  order  to  ht  sent  to  Por- 
tugal, at^d  the  sending  of  arms,  ammuni- 
tion»  and  every  thing  necessary  to  maintaia 
the  war,  continued  from  that  hour  to  thb. 
Of  that  the  noble  Lords  opposite  said,  they 
had  no  knowledge ;  but  it  was  as  perfectly 
well  known  to  every  noble  Lord,  and  to 
every  man  in  the  country,  except  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers,  as  any  fact  of  daily  oc- 
currence* Indeed,  these  proceedings 
formed  the  subject  of  inquiry  before  Courts 
of  Justice  and  before  police  Magistrates — 
nay,  if  he  was  Well  informed,  the  head  of 
the  government  of  Portugal  had  sent  back 
100  Englishmen,  who  had  been  takea 
prisoners  in  Portugal,  and  had  beeo  for- 
warded home  by  the  assistalice  of  the 
British  consul.  Did  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters know  anything  of  that?  It  w%s,  then, 
their  boanden  duty,  if  they  really  had  the 
intention  of  rendering  justice  to  Portugal, 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  transac- 
tions»  He  knew  that  his  Majesty*s  Mi- 
nisters would  say,  that  they  were  strictly 
neutral ;  that  if,  oa  the  one  side,  Don 
Pedro  had  raised  as  many  men  as  he  chose 
here,  cavalry  as  well  as  infantry,  and  if  he 
had  fitted  out  ships  and  sent  out  stores 
and  ammunition,  so  also  might  Don 
Miguel,  and  he  had  only  to  send  here 
and  take  them  out.  But  he  would  beg 
to  remind  the  noble  Lords,  in  the  first 
place,  what  was  the  law  of  the  country, 
and,  next,  what  was  the  law  of  nations  ? 
Upon  this  subject,  Don  Miguel,  thougk 
not  acknowledged  by  us  as  a  rightful 
sovereign}  yet  was  not  and  could  not  be 
otherwise  treated  with  by  this  Goverament 
than  as  a  king  de  facto*  We  enforced  on 
him  the  performance  of  the  treaties  we 
had  concluded  with  Portugal.  Tbexe 
could  be  no  doubt  that  Don  Migael 
was  in  possession  of  great   advantages 
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crees  were  made^  and  attempted  to  be 
cDforced  against  the  negroes ;  and   the 
Tcsalt  was,  that  the  island  was  lost.     A 
Society  called  Les  Amis  des  Noirs  had, 
in  the  first  instance,  with  the  purest  mo- 
tires,  instilled  into  the  negroes  feelings 
that  made  them  desire  freedom.     Among 
that  Society  were  men  of  the  highest  pni- 
deoce,  as  well  as  virtue  and  honour,  and 
they  would  carefoUy  have  avoided  doing 
uijthing  that  might  be  likely  to  drive  the 
negroes  into  rebellion.     But  the  general 
membeiB  of  that  Society  acted  differently, 
and  then,  what  with  the  passing  of  severe 
decrees,  and  the  revocation  of  them,  the 
effort  to  oppress,  and  the  contempt  excited 
by  the  fatility  of  that  effort,  the  colonists 
were  driyen  into  rebellion,  and  the  colony 
wu  lost.    Any  plan  for  making  a  decided, 
hot  gradual,  alteration  in  the  condition  of 
the  slaves,  should  have  his  support ;  and 
he  again  warned  the  House,  that  the  ex- 
ample of  St.  Domingo  was  an  instance  of 
vhat  might  be  expected  if  the  amelioration 
of  the  condition  of  the  slave,  and  the  means 
of  makSng  him  free  were  longer  refused. 
The  great  olject  of  all  parties  seemed  to 
hfan  to  be,  to  stimulate  the  labour  of  the 
ilave.      Having  that  object  in  view,  he 
coald  not  but  admire  that  part  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  proposition,  which 
Dot  only  allowed,  but  would  induce,  the 
lisve  to  work  out,  day  by  dayt  his  own 
emancipation.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  should  give  his  support  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  Buciingkam  rose  amidst  confusion, 
tod  said,  that  if  he  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  frequently  addressing  the  House,  or 
vhen  addressing  it,  of  trespassing  on  its 
time  at  any  great  length,  there  might  be 
lome  reason  for  those  symptoms  of  im- 
patience;  but  the  House,  he  was  sure, 
voold  do  him  the  justice  to  recollect,  that 
he  was  the  only  Member  who  had  yet 
proposed  to  limit  the  length  of  hon.  Gen- 
tlemenls  speeches,  and    bring  them  all 
within  a  moderate  compass :  and  though 
bis  proposition  had  not  been  adopted,  and 
a  great  waste  of  the  public  time  had  con- 
lequently  been  allowed  to  take  place,  yet 
he  considered  himself  under  a  tacit  pledge 
to  enforce  his  precept  by  example,  and  to 
prove  the  sincerity  of  his  advice  by  prac- 
tising himself  the  conduct  he  would  re- 
commend to  others.     In  the  lateness  of 
the  faonr,  he  should  feel  an  additional 
reason  for  condensation  and  brevity  ;  but, 
as  be  iDteoded  to  touch  on  a  branch  of 
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the  question  hitherto  undebated,  and  to 
show  the  preference  of  an  immediate,  over 
a  gradual,  abolition  of  slavery,  he  trusted 
that  he  might  have  the  ear  of  the  House 
for  the  short  period  to  which  he  would 
confine    his    claims    on    their    attention. 
When  the  Government  plan  was  so  ably 
and  fully  developed  by  the  right  hon.  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies,   he  felt  that 
there  were   many  parts  of  it   extremely 
objectionable  ;   and,   if  he  had   hud   an 
opportunity,  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
debate,  to  have  explained  the  grounds  of 
this  feeling,  he  would  have  done  so  at 
some  length.     But,  for  the  present,  he 
would  content  himself  with  saying,  that 
the  two  principal   features  to  which   he 
should   object  were   these — namely,  the 
protraction  of  the  period  of  emancipation 
to  twelve  years,  and  the  making  the  negro 
P&y>  by  a  portion  of   his  daily  labour, 
during  that  time,  for  a  liberty  which  ought 
never  to  have  been  taken  from  him,  and 
which  should  be  restored  to  him  instantly 
and  without  cost.     The  latter  part  of  the 
plan,  he  rejoiced  to  find,  was  to  be  given 
up ;   and  seeing  that  the  Ministers  had 
thus  yielded  to  the  popular  opinion,  in 
abandoning  that  part  of  their  scheme,  he 
confidently  hoped  that,  by  the  Amendment 
he  should  propose,  and  the  discussion  to 
which  it  would  give  rise,  they  might  also 
be  induced  to  relinquish  the  other  part  of 
the  plan,  and  give  freedom  to  the  slave  in 
the  shortest  possible  period  of  time,  insteiid 
of  continuing  his  bondage  for  so  long  a 
period   as  that  originally  contemplated. 
It  was  in  this  hope,  at  least,  that  he  had 
framed  his  Amendment ;  and  in  this  hope 
he  would  persevere  with  it  to  the  end. 
He  would  not  go  over  the  ground  already 
so  fully  occupied  by  the  hon.  member  for 
Bristol  (Sir  R.  Vyvyan),  on  a  former  even- 
ing, and  by  the  hon.  members  for  Kidder- 
minster and  Banbury  (Mr.  Godson  and 
Mr.  Tancred),  on  the  present,  as  to  the 
right  of  the  Parliament  to  legislate  for  the 
colonies  at  all.     Neither  would  he  advert 
to  the  evils  or  the  horrors  of  slavery  iu 
general ;  because,  as  all  parties  had  now 
admitted,  that  the  system  was  bad,  and 
that  it  must  be  abolished,  he  should  deem 
it  a  waste  of  time,  and  an  unnecessary 
irritation  of  the  feelings  of  opposing  par- 
ties, to  say  one  word  on  the  subject.    The 
past  should  be  now  forgiven  and  forgotten, 
if  we  could  only  secure  the  blessings  of 
freedom  for  the  future  :  and  to  the  attain- 
ment of  this  he  would  therefore  strongly 
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Bpecting  the  condact  to  be  eipected  from 
Spain  in  this  con  test,  and  it  appeared,  that 
bis  Majesty's  Ministers  bad  very  properly 
insisted  tbat  Spain  should  remain 
neutral  in  the  contest  between  the 
princes  of  the  house  of  Braganza,  making 
an  engagement  at  the  same  time  that  this 
Government  should  also  remain  neutral. 
He  would  asky  then,  was  neutrality 
the  line  of  conduct  which  had  been 
adopted  by  this  Government?  Was  it  true 
that  this  country  had  been  neutral  during 
this  war?  Was  it  notion  the  contrary, 
the  fact  that  the  war  was  carried  on  in 
Portugal  by  means  derived  from  this  coun- 
try— by  men,  ships,  arms,  and  ammuni- 
tion obtained  from  his  Majesty's  subjects  ? 
Then  he  should  wish  to  know  whether  the 
Ministers  had  not  broken  faith  with  Por- 
tugal, and  if  they  had  not  broken  faith 
with  Spain  ?  Had  we,  in  fact,  been  neu- 
tral ?  He  was  sure,  that  there  was  no  one 
who  heard  him  could  doubt,  that  the  en- 
gagement with  Spain  had  been  broken, 
after  what  occurred  in  November  and 
December,  1831.  In  fact,  the  sending  of 
reinforcements  continued  up  to  this  very 
moment.  It  had  never  ceased,  and  except 
the  impediments  of  the  weather,  and  the 
hostilities  at  the  mouth  of  the  Douro,  the 
reinforcements  had  received  no  obstruction. 
There  never  was  a  detachment  of  the  Bri- 
tish army  sent  from  this  country  which 
had  received  more  constant  aid  in  every 
way  from  England.  Lastly  came  the  fact 
of  a  few  days'  old,  that  of  an  officer,  a 
distingu'ished  officer  of  hb  Majesty's  navy, 
going  with  steam-boats  and  transports, 
and  this  officer  was  to  invade  Portugal  by 
the  Tagus,  and  to  capture  Lisbon.  He 
had  heard  of  this,  and  for  the  honour  of 
the  country  he  had  asked  the  noble  Earl 
(Earl  Grey)  whether  he  knew  of  it,  and 
his  answer  was,  that  he  had  only  read  it 
in  the  newspapers.  Of  this  expedition 
a  great  part  had  been  collected  at  Spit- 
bead,  The  officer  to  whom  he  had  alluded 
was  there,  and  the  vessels  were  anchored 
amidst  the  ships  of  his  Majesty,  and  it 
appeared  his  Majesty's  Government  had 
no  communication  of  this  from  those  au- 
thorities, which  were  in  constant  and  daily 
communication  with  the  Ministers.  It 
appeared  also,  and  this  fact  was  extraor- 
dinary, that  there  had  been  a  mutiny  on 
board  one  of  the  vessels  of  this  expedition, 
because  some  of  those  which  were  called 
volunteers  felt  rather  inclined  not  to  go, 
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a  boat  \9ith  the  intention  of  ruttning- 
away.  They  made  a  mistake*  however, 
in  not  cutting  the  painter.  It  was  not 
cut  altogether,  and  five  or  six  of  these  un- 
fortunate people  were  drowned,  and  to  save 
them  the  vessel  never  hove  to.  He  did 
not  know  whether  there  ought  not  to  be  a 
Coroner's  inquest,  and  judicial  inquiries 
into  this  matter.  He  was  sure,  that  mea- 
sures ought  to  be  taken  to  prevent  prac- 
tices which  had  given  rise  to  frequent 
discussion,  between  poor  persons  en- 
listed and  those  who  were  in  the  habit 
of  kidnapping  men,  and  afterwards  ill- 
treating  instead  of  paying  them.  What 
was  most  strange,  however,  was,  that 
all  this  should  happen  at  Spithead,  and 
that  no  one  of  his  Majesty's  Mtnistiers 
should  know  a  word  about  the  matter? 
The  only  way  in  which  he  could  account 
for  it  was  this,  that  the  officers  of  his 
Majesty's  army  and  navy  did  not  choose 
to  stigmatise  transactions  which  they  might 
suppose  agreeable  to  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment. They  knew,  that  when  in  No- 
vember and  December  1831,  armed  ves« 
sels  proceeding  to  Portugal  had  been 
arrested  by  the  officers  of  the  Customs, 
an  order  had  been  sent  by  his  Majesty's 
Government  to  let  them  go.  It  was  very 
natural,  therefore,  that  those  who  desired  to 
remain  on  good  terms  with  his  Majesty's 
Government,  would  not  report  or  busy 
themselves  about  interrupting  an  expedi- 
tion which  they  must  believe  it  was  the 
wish  of  his  Majesty's  Government  should 
proceed.  On  that  ground  it  was,  that  he 
accounted  for  the  fact,  that  his  Majesty's 
Government  had  received  no  informatioa 
on  the  subject.  But  this  was  not  all ;  a 
very  considerable  body  of  men,  including 
Poles  and  Frenchmen,  were  lately  assem- 
bled at  Falmouth,  commanded  by  French 
officers,  and  intended  to  invade  Portugal. 
In  his  opinion,  however,  it  would  have 
done  much  more  honour  to  his  Majesty's 
Government,  if  they  desired  that  Portugal 
should  be  invaded  by  foreign  troops,had  they 
come  down  to  Parliament  and  stated 
openly  that  such  was  their  wish  and  in- 
tention. That  would  have  been  a  manly 
course  of  proceeding.  But  the  course 
which  they  had  adopted  was  a  course  ttn« 
known  to  the  law  and  practice  of.  nations* 
He  begged  to  make  a  few  further  observ-^ 
ations  on  the  evils  which  might  result 
from  all  this.  He  would  suppose  iw  ft 
moment,  that  by  dint  of  foreign  assist* 
ance  the  gmromant  of  Poftu^  aboull 
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be  ebsaged.  He  woald  then  aBk^  whe- 
ther their  LordBhips  thoaght  it  would  be 
right  or  proper  that  such  a  superiority 
alK>iild  be  aequired  of  military  adventurers 
assembled  by  means  such  as  those  had 
been?— -whether  they  thought  it  would  be 
right  or  proper  that  such  persons  should 
be  allowed  to  go  and  establish  what  Go- 
Yemment  they  pleased  in  Portugal,  or  in 
any  other  cotuitry  towards  which  we  pro- 
fessed neutrality?  In  his  opinion,  that 
wts  not  a  proceeding  which  ought  to  be 
supported,  or  which  eonld  at  all  redound 
to  our  national  honour.  If  this  system 
sbould  succeed  in  establishing  another 
government  in  Portugal,  what  must  be  the 
results?  A  civil  war  in  Portugal  would 
be  the  smallest  evil.  For  he  defied  any 
one  who  knew  the  state  of  the  Peninsula 
to  avoid  entertaining  the  most  decided 
opinion,  that  a  civil  war  in  Portugal  must 
be  followed  by  a  civil  war  in  Spain.  Set** 
ting  aside  the  breach  of  our  written  en- 
gagement with  Spain,  which  country 
would  be  justified  in  relying  on  our  not 
allowing  the  invasion  of  Portugal,  if  by 
oor  conduct  we  produced  civil  war  in 
Portugal,  that  civil  war  would  most  assur- 
edly extend  itself  into  Spain.  The  inter- 
est of  the  country  and  the  honour  of  his 
Majesty's  name  could  not  be  safe  under 
aiich  circumstances.  His  Majesty  had, 
from  the  Throne  in  that  House,  declared 
thathe  woaM  observe  neutrality ;  his  Ma- 
jesty^s  Ministers  had  declared,  that  neu- 
trality was  the  policy  of  the  country.  If 
alt  thfs  were  so,  in  die  name  of  God,  let 
his  Majesty  recall  every  one  of  his  subjects 
who  had  engaged  on  either  side  of  the 
contest.  Then,  indeed,  would  neutrality 
be  established,  and  then,  indeed,  would 
that  good  feeling  be  secured  between*  the 
coentries  which  it  was  so  desirable  to 
maintain.  He  would  conclude  by  mov- 
ing, **  That  an  humble  address  be  pre- 
sented to  bis  Majesty,  to  entreat  him, 
that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
give  sueh  directions  as  were  necessary  to 
enforce  the  observance  by  his  subjects  of 
his  Mqesty's  declared  neutrality  m  the 
contest  now  going  on  in  Portugal/' 

£arl  Grey  observed,  that  in  the  com- 
meneemlifit  of  the  noble  Duke's  speech  he 
had  made  some  statements  on  whtch  there 
could  be  no  dtfTerence  of  opinion.  The 
noble  Duke  had  begtm  by  declaring  that, 
important  as  were  the  interests  of  agricul- 
tore,  of  commerce,  and  of  manufactures, 
oor  fofnigf^  relattons  Were  also  highly  im 


portant ;  and  thathe  thought  sufficient  at- 
tention  had  not  been  paid  to  them  by  the 
public.  In  that  sentiment,  he  entirely 
agreed ;  and  he  entirely  agreed  in  the  opin-^ 
ion  with  which  the  noble  Duke  had  fol- 
lowed up  his  declaration,  by  dwelling  on 
the  importance  of  Portugal  to  the  interests 
of  this  country.  The  noble  Duke  could 
not  be  more  anxious  than  he  was  for  the 
well-being  of  Portugal,  and  for  the  main- 
tenance of  our  connexion  with  that  coun- 
try. The  question  was — whether  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  acted  with  a  due 
consideration  of  those  circumstances ;  and 
before  he  sat  down,  he  trusted,  that  he 
should  be  able  to  satisfy  their  Lordships 
that  there  was  no  ground  for  the  noble 
Duke's  Motion ;  a  Motion  which  the  noble 
Duke  himself  admitted  was  one  of  censurej 
and  intended  to  fix  on  the  present  Admi- 
nistration the  stigma  of  having  violated 
their  public  duty.  Tlie  noble  Duke  assert- 
ed, that  his  Majesty's  Government  was 
bound  both  by  the  general  law  of  nations 
and  by  the  particular  circumstances  of  the 
case  in  question,  to  prevent  those  occur- 
rences which  the  noble  Duke  character- 
ised as  violations  of  neutrality.  These 
were  serious  charges ;  and  if  they  could 
be  supported  by  reasoning  and  fact,  their 
Lordships  would  do  well  to  pronounce 
judgment  against  his  Majesty's  Ministers. 
But  when  they  cast  a  retrospective  glance  on 
the  events  referred  to,he  thought  they  would 
come  to  a  different  result.  In  the  first 
place,  he  begged  to  call  their  Lordships' 
attention  to  the  situation  of  the  present 
Administration  with  respect  to  Portu^l, 
when  they  came  into  ofiBce.  At  that  time 
there  existed  in  Portugal,  as  the  noble 
Duke  had  stated,  a  king,  de  facto.  Their 
Lordships  would  allow  him  to  recall  to 
their  ihinds  (not  for  the  purpose  of  renew- 
ing past  controversies,  but  to  clear  the 
ground  for  the  decision  of  the  present  ques- 
tion) the  manner  in  which  that  sovereign 
became  possessed  de  facto  of  the  Crown. 
Don  Miguel  went  to  Portugal  under  the 
protection  of  the  British  flag ;  bound  by  a 
solemn  engagement  to  the  emperor  of 
Austria,  to  the  King  of  England,  and  to 
his  own  family  and  honour,  to  defend  the 
constitution,  and  to  administer  the  Go- 
vernment of  Portu^l  as  regent,  on  be- 
half of  the* infant  Queen.  On  this  en- 
gagement, Don  Miguel  went  to  Portugal ; 
having  sworn  the  most  solemn  oaths  to 
adhere  to  it.  England  had  acknowledged 
Donna  Maria  as  the  legitimate  sovereign 
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labour  for  his  master  during  the  day,  to 
labour  the  other  two  hours  and  a-half, 
without  the  stimulus  of  hunger  and  naked- 
ness, but  with  the  prudent  forethought  and 
design  of  laying  up  a  provision  for  a  future 
day !  Now,  both  of  these  positions  could 
not  be  true — the  negro  could  not  be  at 
once  the  most  indolent  and  improvident, 
and  the  most  industrious  and  prudent  of 
the  human  race ;  though  the  Ministers  as- 
sumed him  to  be  either,  as  it  best  suited 
their  purpose.  The  truth  was,  that  he  was 
in  neither  of  these  extremes  ;  but  his  cha- 
racter was  that  of  the  common  average  of 
humanity  under  similar  circumstances  to 
his  own :  whatever  was  bad  about  him, 
was  the  result  of  his  enslaved  condition, 
and  could  only  be  eradicated  by  his  being 
made  free.  Whatever  was  good  about  him 
was  part  of  his  human  nature,  and,  as  such, 
was  capable  of  progressive  improvement ; 
the  6rst  step  to  which  must  be  his  eman- 
cipation. And,  as  all  slaves  hitherto  made 
free  had  bettered  their  condition  from  the 
moment  of  their  freedom  being  attained, 
there  was  no  good  reason  for  doubting  but 
that  all  the  slaves  in  future  to  be  emanci- 
pated, would  run  the  same  career  of  im« 
provement,  some  faster  and  some  slower 
than  others,  but  all  at  least  rising  above 
that  lowest  point  in  the  scale  of  existence, 
which  now  marks  them  the  next  link  in 
creation  to  the  beasts  of  the  field,  but  which, 
being  broken,  they  would  rise,  like  other 
rational  beings,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
privileges  and  all  the  virtues  of  manhood 
and  humanity.  Thirdly — As  to  the  ces- 
sation of  our  supplies  of  sugar,  which  it  is 
contended,  can  only  be  had  from  the  West 
Indies,  and  only  be  cultivated  by  slaves. 
It  was  certainly  remarkable,  that  such  an 
argument  as  this  should  be  advanced  by 
any  one  pretending  to  geographical,  or 
political,  or  commercial  information  ;  and 
yet  it  had  been  dwelt  upon  at  great  length. 
But  could  hon.  Members  be  ignorant  of 
the  fact,  that  in  our  own  immense  empire 
of  the  East  Indies,  any  quantity  of  sugar 
might  be  obtained,  the  entire  produce  of 
free  labour ;  and  even  now,  under  all  the 
disadvantages  of  its  growth,  so  much 
cheaper  than  the  sugar  of  the  West,  that, 
to  protect  this,  a  heavy  extra  duty  had 
been  placed  on  all  the  sugar  imported  from 
Bengal,  without  which  the  West-India 
sugar,  produced  by  slave  labour,  would, 
long  ago,  have  been  driven  out  of  the 
market  ?  It  was  true,  that  at  present,  the 
East-India  sugar  was  inferior  jn  strength 


and  quality  to  that  of  the  West :  but  when 
the  same  protection  of  person  and  property 
should  be  extended  to  residents  in  B^gtl^ 
as  was  now  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  of  all 
our  other  colonies — when  British  capitalists 
should  be  permitted  to  hold  lands  in  India,* 
establish  mills,  and  apply  the  capital,  the 
science,  and  the  skill,  of  Europe,  to  the 
cultivation  of  sugar  in  the  East,  as  they 
now  do  in  the  West—there  was  no  doubC^ 
in  the  mind  of  any  person  who  had  resided 
in  India,  that  its  quality  might  be  made 
quite  equal  to  that  of  any  sugar  in  the 
world ;  and,  therefore,  that  all  alarm  oo 
the  subject  of  failure  of  supply  in  this  ne* 
cessary  or  luxury  of  life,  was  perfectly 
groundless.  Fourthly — As  to  the  encour* 
agement  which  would  be  g^ven  to  slavery 
in  other  colonies,  and  the  extension  of  tm 
slave  trade  for  their  supply^  by  the  cessatioii 
of  slavery  in  our  own,  he  thought  the  re* 
medy  for  this  perfectly  easy  : — If,  instead 
of  the  unjust  preference  which  had  hitherto 
been  given  to  the  produce  of  slave*labour 
over  that  of  free  industry,  the  Ministers 
would  but  reverse  the  rule,  and  tax  heayily 
the  produce  of  slave  colonies,  while  they 
admitted  the  produce  of  free  labour  on 
easier  terms,  slavery  would  then  become  so 
much  more  unprofitable  than  freedom, 
even  to  the  planters  themselfes,  that  it 
would  not  long  be  continued.  And  as  to 
the  slave  trade,  he  contended,  that  if  the 
Government  of  England  would  only  be  jusi 
enough,  courageous  enough,  and  yirtaoas 
enough,  to  declare  the  slave  trade  to  be 
piracy,  wherever  practised,  and  by  whomso* 
ever  carried  on — and  make  some  severe  ex* 
amples  of  those  captured  in  its  perpetration 
— it  would  soon  be  swept  away,  as  it  de« 
served  to  be,  from  the  face  of  the  earth* 
There  was  one  remarkable  inconsistency  in 
the  opinions  held  on  slavery  and  the  slave 
trade^  to  which  he  must,  for  a  moment, 
advert.  All  parties  were  now  agreed  to 
speak  of  the  latter  with  detestation  and 
horror,  even  those  who  saw  nothing  in 
slavery  itself  so  bad  as  to  require  its  aboli^ 
tion.  But,  for  himself,  he  deemed  slavery 
to  be  the  worst  of  the  two.  The  slave  trade 
consisted  in  the  capture  and  conveyance  o# 
men  from  Africa  to  the  West  Indies,  in  a 
most  inconvenient  and  uncomfortaUe 
manner,  it  was  true;  but  what  was 
slavery  but  a  perpetuation  of  this  state  of 
suffering  and  wrong,  for  all  the  rest  of  the 
victim's  life?  It  was  a  crime,  no  doubt, to 
seize  the  free  man,  and  make  him  a  slave: 
it  was  also  a  crime  to  transport  bim  by 
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force  frcND  his  native  home  to  a  foreign 
shore:  but  was  it  not  equally  a  crime  to 
purchase  this  injured  victim,  and  to  keep 
him  in  cmel  bondage  all  the  rest  of  his 
d«ys  ?  For  his  own  part,  though  he  knew 
it  was  against  the  commonly  received 
opinion,  he  considered  the  subsequent 
bondage  of  perpetuated  slavery  to  be  even 
vKiru  than  the  original  capture  and  banish- 
ment of  the  slave,  to  which  it  gave 
rise.  He  thought  that  the  subsequent 
slavery,  though  coming  after,  in  point  of 
time,  was,  in  reality,  the  parent  of  the  slave 
trade  itself ;  for  had  there  been  no  receivers 
of  stolen  men,  men  would  not  continue  to 
have  been  stolen  :  had  there  been  no  buy- 
ers of  slaves,  there  would  soon  have  ceased 
to  be  sellers ;  and  he  therefore  could  not 
understand  the  philanthropy  of  those  who 
affected  such  extreme  horror  at  the  slave 
trade,  as  the  means  by  which  the  victims 
were  procured,  but  had  no  indignation 
wbatevtf  towards  those  who  kept  those 
victims  all  their  lives  afterwards  in  bond- 
age, subject  to  misery,  to  stripes,  and  to 
chains.  The  time,  he  hoped,  was  arrived, 
when  both  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  were 
about  to  be  extmguished  together.  Let 
Enghmd  set  the  proud  example  first;  and 
use  all  her  great  political  ana  moral  influ- 
ence with  other  countries,  to  follow  it ; 
and  he  did  not  despair,  even  before  he  sunk 
into  the  grave  himself,  to  see  slavery  abo- 
lished in  every  colony  of  the  West,  whether 
British  or  Foreign ;  as  well  as  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  where  it  had  too 
long  been  a  blot  on  the  fiiee  institutions  for 
which  that  coontry  was  otherwise  distin- 
guished. He  had  thus  endeavoured,  much 
more  briefly  than  he  could  have  wished — 
as,  in  deference  to  the  convenience  of  the 
House  at  that  late  hour  of  the  night,  he  had 
omitted  many  arguments  on  which,  had  he 
been  earlier  in  the  debate,  he  should  have 
felt  it  his  duty  to  dwell — to  show  that  all 
the  reasons  alleged  against  immediate 
emancipation  were  capable  of  being  re- 
futed :  and  that  as  such  immediate  eman- 
cipation was  more  just,  and  not  more 
dangerous,  than  any  protracted  scheme,  it 
ought  to  have  the  preference  of  all  parties, 
whether  they  wished  the  abolition  of  slavery 
on  the  grounds  of  religion,  justice,  or  policy 
—all  of  which  were  opposed  to  any  delay 
whatever,  beyond  the  shortest  possible 
period,  within  which  adequate  arrangements 
could  be  made  to  carry  the  emancipation 
into  effect.    In  conclusion,  he  would  sa 
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a  measure  as  he  advocated  would  open  to 
the  colonies,  as  well  as  to  the  mother 
country.  The  negroes  being  released 
from  their  present  degraded  and'depressed 
condition,  would  become  subject  to  new 
motives,  animated  by  new  hopes,  and 
cheered  by  new  eiyoyments.  The  means 
of  instruction  being  aflbrded  them,  their 
leisure  would  be  devoted  to  the  acquisitiot: 
of  knowledge.  Religious  and  moral,  as 
.well  as  entertaining  and  useful  instruction, 
would  teach  them  that  the  wants  of  man 
could  be  best  satisfied  by  industry  and 
prudence ;  that,  next  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  physical  wants,  the  attainment  of 
knowledge  was  at  once  a  duty  and  a  plea- 
sure. The  developement  of  every  new 
mental  faculty  would  expand  the  desire 
for  further  intellectual  attainment;  and 
thus  the  now  dormant  powers  of  the  negro 
mind  would  be  brought  out  into  progress- 
ively increasing  exercise,  till  they  became 
fitted  for  the  highest  enjoyment  of  all 
social  and  domestic  pleasures.  With  in- 
creased intelligence,  augmented  wealth 
would  be  acquired  ;  new  desires  would  re- 
quire new  materials  for  satisfaction ;  the 
further  developement  of  the  resources  of 
their  own  industry  would  fumbh  the  means 
of  payment  or  exchange ;  and  the  demand 
which  would  thus  be  created  for  British 
manufactures  of  every  sort  and  kind, 
would  be  the  most  ample,  as  well  as  the 
most  satisfactory,  repayment  of  any  tem- 
porary sacrifice  which  we  might  now  be 
called  upon  to  make,  to  carry  this  great 
measure  of  immediate  emancipation  into 
effect.  If  loss  should  actually  accrue  for 
the  first  few  years,  from  the  change  from 
a  system  of  slave  labour  to  one  of  free 
industry  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  he 
should  have  no  objection  whatever  to  such 
loss  being  compensated ;  though,  he  be- 
lieved, that  the  planter  as  well  as  the  slave 
^-the  colony  as  well  as  the  mother  country 
— would  be  benefited  by  the  change.  As 
his  Amendment  was  but  the  first  of  a  se- 
ries of  Resolutions  growing  out  of  it, 
which  he  should  be  prepared,  at  the  pro- 
per time,  to  submit  to  the  House,  he 
should,  for  the  present,  content  himself 
with  following  the  example  of  the  Minis- 
ters, who,  though  they  had  laid  four  Re- 
solutions on  the  Table  of  the  House,  were 
going  to  divide  only  on  the  first.  He 
would,  therefore,  submit  only  the  first  of 
his  Resolutions  by  way  of  Amendment ; 
and  when  the  sense  of  the  House  had  been 
takea  on  it,  he  wquld  shape  his  course 
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with  respect  to  the  others  accbrdingly. 
His  Amendment  was  as  follows : — "  That 
it  is  the  opinio^  6f  this  Committee  that 
immediate  and  effectual  measures  should 
be  taken  for  the  entire  Abolition  of  Slavery 
in  all  the  British  possessions,  without  i[\ir- 
ther  delay  than  may  be^  necessary  to  or- 
ganize a  body  of  Magistracy  and  Police, 
for  the  preservation  of  order  and  peace — 
and  without  subjecting  the  emancipated 
slaves  to  any  payment  or  burthen  what- 
ever as  the  price  of  their  redemption." 

Colonel  Dames  observed,  that  he  \^a8  a 
free  judge  on  the  present  question,  having 
no  recorded  opinions  upon  it,  and  no  in- 
terest at  stake.  He  had  no  hesitation 
whatever,  in  saying,  that  the  immediate 
abolition  of  slavery  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary. The  wishes  of  this  country,  and 
the  situation  of  the  colonies,  imperatively 
demanded  that  it  should  be  no  longer  de- 
layed. And  yet,  he  could  not  fore:et  the 
tremendous  difficulties  which  stood  in  the 
way  of  that  abolition ;  difficulties  involving 
in  themselves  not  only  the  existence  of  the 
colonies,  but  the  prosperity  of  this  country. 
He  could  not  forget  that  there  were  two 
parties  to  be  considered ;  and  that  while  the 
negroes  ought  to  have  justice  done  to  them, 
the  rights  of  their  masters  ought  not  to  be 
neglected.  Whoever  had  a  large  body  of 
constituents  must  have  among  them  many 
who  on  this  subject  were  hurried  on  by  an 
inconsiderate  zeal,  which,  nevertheless,  did 
credit  to  their  hearts,  although  it  made 
them  dangerous  guides.  In  his  opinion, 
if  the  House  were  to  adopt  the  Resolution 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Sheffield,  they 
would  take  a  dangerous  and  impolitic 
step.  He  was  anxious  for  the  immediate 
abolition  of  slavery;  but  he  could  not 
shut  his  eyes  to  the  danger  attendant  upon 
it.  Let  the  House  recollect  the  misery 
that  had  been  produced  by  sudden  eman- 
cipation at  St.  Domingo;  misery  ten 
thousand  times  greater  even  than  that  of 
slavery  itself.  He  was  friendly,  therefore, 
to  a  course  which  would  subject  the  slave 
to  a  course  of  probation.  But  while  he 
stated  this,  he  objected  to  the  proposition 
of  the  right  hon.  Secretary  of  State. 
He  thought  the  slave  ought  to  have  such 
wages  as  would,  in  a  few  years^  enable 
him  to  purchase  his  emancipation.  As  be 
intended  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Com* 
roittee  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
fourth  Resolution,  he  would  say  a  few 
words  on  the  subject  of  it.  When  he 
considered  how  loudly  the  people  of  this 


country  eoAplained  of  the  preissttftt  bf  «k- 
istiitg  taxation,  he  codld  hot  Msfeni  to  the 
policy  bf  imposing  ah  ftddltfDtlAl  tkk  on 
colonial  products.  He  thoughti  also^  that 
the  gift  of  15,000,000^  wouM  hk  the 
most  fatal  boon  to  the  cOlobtM.  Tim  de^ 
preciation  of  West-Iridia  property  had 
been  so  great  of  late  yeare,  that  theft  could 
be  no  doubt  that  that  sum  of  15^000,0001. 
^ouM  sooii  be  absorbed.  NOV  this  ^at 
all.  The  produce  of  thfe  We^  IrtBiestMs 
so  considerable^  that  it  did  not  theet  with 
adequate  consumption  in  this  country. 
Would  the  consumption  Of  that  pit>diice 
be  increased  by  increasing  the  duty  npom 
it  ?  On  the  contrary,  to  increase  that  duty 
would  mevitably  be,  to  increase  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  planteris.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seemed  to  think  that  the  pro- 
duce of  the  increased  duties  tirould  Bffbrd 
ample  means  of  paying  the  interest  of  the 
loan.  The  returns  of  late  years  proved 
that  this  was  a  fallacious  expectation ;  and 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  country 
would  be  saddled  with  the  permanent  in- 
terest of  that  loan,  or  600,000/.  The 
true  course  would  be,  not  to  increase,  but 
to  diminish  the  duty.  That  v^'ould  at  once 
relieve  the  planter,  and,  by  increaatng  the 
consumption,  give  a  stimulus  to  all  trade 
in  connexion  with  the  islands.  Even  if 
it  diminished  the  reventie  (which  was 
doubtful),  that  diminution  would  be  tttfiing 
compared  with  the  perpetual  chmr^  of 
600,000/.,  which  would  be  incurred  by  the 
proposed  plan.  Before  he  sat  down,  he 
begged  to  repeat  that  there  Ms  no  warmer 
friend  than  himself  to  the  imtnekiiate 
abolition  of  slavery,  as  far  ak  that  was 
consistent  with  real  justice  and  fiuma* 
nity. 

The  House  resumed — the  Chairman  re- 
ported progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 
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HOUSE    OF   LORDS, 
Monday^  June  3,  1833. 

M f frDTis.]  Paper  ordered.  Od  Uie  MoUoB  of  the  LaK9 
CB4irciLLOR«  an  Aceoimt  &om  dw  Deinity  Kt^ttnn  eC 
the  Court  ofChaooery,  oTUie  Manner  in  fibl^  Che  Sins 
nodved  for  Decreet  and  Orden  are  divided  beCwcck  ^tmrn 
and  UMir  Cleila:  afao  Uie  Number  of  Deeres  aid  Oidkn 
dnwn  up  in  Uie  yean  beginning  on  HUaiy  Tens*  1797a 
1800,  and  1832. 

PeCitioM  preiented.  By  the  Hake  of  NonnraMBBMAsrvv 
and  a  Nonu  LoRft,  from  two  Plaoei,— Air  tttBell« 
Obwrvance  c^  the  Sabbath.— By  the  Xvl  of  Bamoc, 
fVora  Saliabury,  Ibr  Amending  the  Sale  of  Beer  AeL— By 
the  Dulie  of  NoRTiroMBK«t.airD,  tlw  Muquari  of  ^ay^ 
roKX>,  the  Eaili  of  CABUauc  and  Uxnuott,  Lev* 
niNORBHH  and  SvFFiBLO,  and  the  Bishop  of  Batb  and 

Waui^  flpon  ft  NvQber  Of  riMfeii' 
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shouki  pot  into  the  month  of  a  noUe  Lonl 
^ords  which  he  nearer  uttered — ^a  speech 
which  was  never  made.  A  noble  Lord 
opposite  appeared  to  smile.  He  (Earl 
Roden)  thought  it  was  a  serrous  matter^ 
that  a  newspaper  should  attribate  to  % 
noble  Lord,  and  send  it  forth  to  the  world 
as  a  speech  of  that  noble  Lord,  sentiments 
which  he  had  nev^  stated.  He  (Earl 
Roden)  was  not  one  of  those  at  all  anxious 
to  complain  of  a  breach  of  privilege  in  the 
publication  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
House ^  but  he  was  anxious  that  what  was 
given  should  be  accurately  stated.  He 
thought  It  important  that  the  public  should 
know  whet  were  the  feelings  and  senti** 
ments  of  public  men;  but  it  was  mis- 
chievous to  attribute  to  them  sentiments 
which  they  never  uttered,  and  thus  become 
a  means  of  deceiving  the  people.  He 
should  not  have  thought  it  worth  while  to 
notice  this  subject  at  all  had  this  been  a 
sohtary  instance ;  but  that  paper  had  been 
guilty  of  similar  practices  on  other  occa- 
sions. During  the  present  Session,  in  the 
Debate  which  took  place  in  their  Lord- 
ships' House  on  die  system  of  Irish  edu- 
cation, observations  were  made  respecting 
hitoself  and  a  right  reverend  Prelate  not 
now  in  his  place,  as  having  been  uttered 
by  a  noble  and  learned  Lord  not  now  in 
England — he  meant  the  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Ireland  (Lord  Plunkett) — which  had 
ne?et  fallen  from  the  lips  of  that  noble 
and  learned  Lord.  Those  observations 
were  base  and  untrue.  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord,  with  that  courtesy  for  which 
he  was  disUnguished,  waited  upon  htm 
and  the  right  reverend  Prelate  the  follow- 
ing morning,  and  disavowed  having  used 
such  remarks,  and  he  was  anxious  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  report 
which  had  appeared  that  day  in  the  news- 
paper. He  (Earl  Roden)  told  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord,  that  it  was  too  con- 
temptible to  be  worthy  of  notice,  and  so 
no  public  notice  was  taken  of  it.  But 
when  such  things  went  forth  to  the  coun- 
try as  having  taken  place  in  their  Lord- 
ships' House,  he  thought  it  necessary  to 
rise  in  his  place  and  speak  of  them,  in 
order  that  the  country  might  be  aware 
how  little  regard  was  to  be  paid  to  the 
r^rts  of  such  a  joutnal. 


Lawb  to  hfyaid.— By  flie  Duke  of  Gonwm,  fltom  the 
tSA  SMUda,  *taa  tUargf,  of  klltuaBfiteic,  lb  liave  C^idi 
S>a»tot^a>iiWiiiiHehii4lattteIiafcLfcigui«fe. 

BmsAlBn  or  PAivilboe.]  Earl  Roden 
sM,  before  entering  upon  the  important 
Motion  which  was  about  being  broiight 
forward  by  a  nrobte  Dnke«  he  was  anxious 
to  caH  thteir  LordsMps*  attention  to  a 
bmadh  of  the  privileMi  of  that  Holtee.  It 
was  not,  however^  ne  n^ust  premise,  ht^ 
intention  to  propose  to  visit  the  individual 
who  had  been  guilty  of  it  With  any  punish- 
oients  but  he  thoi^ht,  at  the  same  time, 
k  was  most  imbortant  to  show  to  their 
Lotdshi|>s  and  the  public  the  manner  in 
which  reports  of  what  took  place  in  theit 
Lordshipa'  House  were  made  in  th\at  jour- 
nal to  which  he  relbrred.  It  would  be  in 
their  Loidshipa'  recollection  that  on  Friday 
last  a  petition  was  pt^sented  by  a  right  reve- 
rend Prelate,  whom  he  did  not  now  see  in 
his  place — ^he  mfeant  the  Bishop  of  Dur- 
ham* That  petitfoo  was  against  any 
measure  of  spoliation  of  the  Protestant 
Church.  Ih  the  petition,  there  was  an 
expression  whidi  gave  rise  to  an  observa- 
tion from  a  noble  EaH  (the  Earl  of  Suf- 
folk}, whom  he  perceived  in  his  place. 
That  noble  Eari,  with  some  warmth^  said, 
*'  If  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Church 
weK  inalienable,  hbw  had  it  become  Pro- 
testant?'* It  would  likewise  be  in  their 
Lordships*  recollection  that  a  right  rever- 
end Prmte  (the  Bishop  of  Exeter),  whom 
be  did  not  now  see  in  his  place,  informed 
that  noble  Earl,  in  answer  to  the  qnestion, 
'*  that  the  Established  Church  had  become 
Profcealafit,  not  by  attaching  the  tempo- 
ralities of  the  Catholic  Churchy  hot  by 
changing  its  spirit;  and  that  the  spirit 
had  become  mere  pure."  Sudi  was  what 
transpired ;  but  what  he  had  to  complain 
of  was  what  appeared  in  The  Times  news- 
paper, for  it  was  that  journal  to  which  he 
alluded.  The  noble  Earl  was  made  to 
aay,  after  this,  *'  That  Henry  8th,  taking 
possession  of  the  proper^  of  the  Church, 
was^  after  all,  only  making  it  more  pure/' 
Now  their  Lordships  wookl  recollect  that 
no  answer  to  that  effect  was  made.  Not 
a  single  word  was  said  by  the  noble  Earl 
about  Henry  Sth.  Wliat  he  (Eari  Roden) 
complained  of  was,  that  the  report  which 
appeared  in  The  Ti$nes  newspaper  was  a 
gross  breach  of  privilege.  It  was  a  grosi 
breach  of  privilege  that  The  Times  paper, 
a  newapaper  of  great  notoriety,  probably 
of  greater  notoriety  tbai^  character^ 


Rrlatiovs  with  Portugal.]  The 
Duke  of  WelUngton  said,  he  had  to  apo- 
Wiw  to  their  Lordships  for  venturing  to 
call  their  attention  at  the  present  moment 
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to  a  subject  connected  with  the  foreign 
relations  of  the  country.  He  was  well 
aware  how  little  interesting  all  observa- 
tions relative  to  foreign  affairs  were  at  the 
pretent  time,  when  all  men's  minds  were 
occupied  with  questions  of  paramount  im- 
portance relating  to  the  internal  concerns 
of  the  country,  and  its  commercial  and 
colonial  interests.  But  he  was  also  aware, 
that  if  there  was  any  nation  for  which 
more  than  another  this  country  felt,  and 
justly  felt,  deep  interest,  it  was  Portug^ ; 
and  particularly  with  respect  to  the  ques- 
tion which  he  was  about  to  submit  to  their 
Lordships'  consideration,  and  which,  in 
his  opinion,  involved  materially  the  inter- 
ests and  honour  of  this  country.  The 
alliance  between  this  country  and  Portugal 
was  the  most  ancient  to  be  found  in  the 
history  of  nations :  it  was  an  alliance 
repeatedly  recognized  by  all  Europe — it 
was  one  from  which  this  country  had 
derived  advantage  from  a  period  almost 
beyond  memory,  and  for  the  preservation 
of  which  this  country,  in  better  times,  had 
expended  her  best  blood  and  treasure. 
He  had,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  since 
the  formation  of  his  Majesty's  present 
Administration,  ventured,  m  his  place  in 
Parliament,  to  suggest  to  the  noble  Lords 
opposite  the  necessity  of  taking  measures 
to  prevent  the  existence  of  a  civil  contest 
in  Portugal  and  the  Peninsula  between 
men  of  extreme  political  opinions.  This 
advice  he  had  frequently  urged  upon  the 
Ministers ;  but  he  was  sorry  to  say,  that 
from  the  commencement  of  the  formation 
of  their  Government — at  any  rate  from 
the  period  when  they  felt  themselves 
secure  in  office,  they  had  proceeded  in  a 
course  most  injurious  to  the  government 
of  Portugal ;  and  he  would  endeavour  to 
prove,  before  he  sat  down,  that  they  had 
done  every  thing  in  their  power  to  promote 
that  contest  between  extreme  opinions 
Mphich  now  unfortunately  existed  in  Por- 
tu^l.  He  would  prove  to  their  Lord- 
ships, that  if  the  present  state  of  things 
were  allowed  to  exist,  it  was  absolutely 
impossible  for  civil  war  not  to  extend  from 
Portugal  to  Spain,  and  that,  sooner  or 
later,  this  country  must  take  part  in  it,  if 
she  wished  to  prevent  both  those  countries 
falling  into  the  hands  of  their  powerful 
neighbour.  On  former  occasions  he  had 
given  the  Government  foil  credit  for  not 
bavins;  been  the  canse  of  the  invasion  of 
Portugal  by  the  French  in  the  spring  of 
1831,  which  led  to  those  unfoitQnate  cir-' 


cumstances  in  which  the  covptry 
placed ;  but  he  had  then  relied  oa  what 
he  had  heard  stated  in  that  House  and 
elsewhere,  and  he  had  not  then  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  official  pigpen 
connected  with  the  subject.  He  had, 
however,  since  seen  them,  and  he  was 
now  positively  convinced,  that  the  mea- 
sures adopted  by  his  Majesty's  Government 
in  April,  1831,  aided  and  assisted  die 
design  previously  entertained  by  the 
French  government  of  invading  PoitagaL 
It  appeared  by  the  documents  now  before 
their  Lordships,  that  on  the  2nd  of  April, 
hb  Majesty's  consul  at  Lisbon  reported 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  FoieigB 
Affairs,  that  a  French  squadron,  consistiag 
of  the  Melpomene,  of  60  guns,  and  other 
ships,  had  sailed  from  France  and  arrived 
at  Lisbon,  for  the  purpose  of  making  cer- 
tain demands  on  the  Portuguese  govern- 
ment. That  report  was  received  in  London 
on  the  12th  of  April.  Now,  one  would 
suppose,  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  would 
have  been  impressea  with  the  necessity  of 
protecting  Portugal  against  this  attack  of 
the  French  government — that  they  wonld 
have  done  that  which  they  were  bonnd  to 
do  by  treaty-— endeavoured  by  their  in- 
terference to  prevail  on  the  French  govern- 
ment to  act  with  reason  and  moderation 
in  the  enforcement  of  its  claims,  and 
would  have  enforced  on  the  Portuguese 
government  the  necessity  of  giving  satis- 
faction with  regard  to  the  claims  justly 
made  by  France.  This  they  would  have 
done  if  they  had  attended  to  the  stipn* 
lations  of  treaties ;  for  by  them  the  Oo- 
vernment  of  this  country  was  hoand  to 
treat  Portugal  as  a  part  of  Great  Britain 
itself.  They  were  bound  to  interfere  in 
favour  of  Portugal  on  every  occasion  as 
much  as  if  that  country  was  a  part  of 
Great  Britain .  Under  these  circmnstances, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  on  the  receipt 
of  this  intelligence  from  the  British  Con- 
sul, the  Government  ought  immediately 
to  have  interfered ;  and  more  particularly 
as  it  appeared  that,  with  respect  to  one  of 
the  points  on  which  France  demanded 
satisfaction,  the  Portuguese  govenioient 
was  in  the  right.  He  would  not  enter 
into  the  details  of  the  case  of  Bonhomme, 
but  the  noble  Eari  opposite  could  not 
deny,  that  thePottugnesegoveranientwaa 
right  with  respect  to  that  case.  The  re- 
port from  the  British  Consul  arrived  on 
the  12th  of  April,  and  the  Govemneot, 
ioftead  of  taking  meaaaiea  lo  put  an  end 
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to  the  state  of  hostiltticsy  immediately 
ordered  a  squadron  of  frigates  to  sail  to 
Lisbon,  to  enforce  similar  demands  on  our 
part  against  the  government  of  Portugal. 
Was  this  a  time  at  which  such  demands 
ought  to  have  been  made,  and  in  such  a 
mannw?  In  his  opinion^  this  was  the 
very  moment  which  of  all  others  should 
not  have  been  seized  upon  to  make  any 
claim  against  the  Portoguese  government* 
However,  his  Majesty's  Ministers  persisted 
in  sending  out  this  squadron;  and  as 
soon  as  a  similar  preparation  could  be 
made  in  France,  another  squadron  of 
French  ships  was  fitted  out  to  make  a 
demand  on  Portugal  on  account  of  the 
claims  of  the  king  of  France.  The  Por* 
tuguese,  in  the  ^t  instance,  refused  to 
listen  to  any  proposition  proceeding  from 
the  French  admiral,  saying,  truly  enough, 
that  he  had  no  commission  to  treat  with 
them :  they  asked  for  the  interference  of 
this  Government,  but  all  mediation  was 
refused ;  and  the  consequence  of  this  non- 
interference on  our  part — the  strongest 
non-interference  he  had  ever  heard  of— - 
was  the  seizure  of  the  whole  fleet  of  Por- 
tugal, the  only  fleet  which  that  country 
had  to  defend  itself  against  its  enemies. 
But  the  principle  of  noninterference  could 
not  frirly  be  acted  upon  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  towards  Portugal. 
We  were,  in  point  of  fact,  bound  to 
interfere  in  favour  of  Portugal  by  one 
of  those  treaties  which  Ministers  were 
daily  in  the  halut  of  enforcing  against  that 
oountryi  and  the  infmction  of  which,  on 
the  part  of  Portugal,  was  the  pretenee  for 
our  sending  out  a  fleet  on  the  15th  of 
April.  When  the  French  arrived,  they 
met  with  no  resistance.  In  one  letter  the 
British  Consul  said,  they  did  not  fire, 
whilst  other  documentsasserted  they  did  fire, 
they  did  not  immediately  take  possession 
of  the  Portuguese  fleet.  Indeed,  before 
the  ships  were  taken  possession  of,  the 
French  Admiral  signed  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  the  Portuguese  government,  in  which 
he  stated,  that  *'  France,  always  generous, 
makes  no  fresh  demands."  The  Portu- 
guese fleet  was  not  at  that  time  included  in 
his  claims ;  though  it  had  since  been  dis- 
covered by  some  law  officers  of  the  Crown 
in  this  country,  that  because  there  had 
been  a  war  (where  it  had  existed  he  was 
at  a  loss  to  imagine),  and  a  subsequent 
treaty,  the  surrender  of  the  Portuguese 
fleet  was  a  matter  of  course,  in  consequence 
of  iiltenor  demands  made  by  France,  and 


acceded  to  by  Portugal  because  she  had 
no  means  of  resistance.  But  why  had  she 
no  means  of  resistance? — ^becausehis  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  in  a  manner 
tied  her  hands.  This,  then,  was  what 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  called  "aiding 
an  ally."  This  was  what  thev  called 
executing  the  treaties  by  which  they  were 
bound,  they  having  themselves  exacted 
from  Portugal  the  performance  of  every 
article  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and 
having  actually  sent  ships  to  enforce  it 
by  bli^kading  the  Tagus.  There  was  a  very 
curious  circumstance  attending  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Portuguese  fleet  to  which  he 
begged  to  call  their  Lordships'  attention, 
as  tendmg  to  explain  the  whole  nature  of 
these  transactions.  During  the  period  of 
this  expedition,  Don  Pedro,  the  brother  of 
Don  Miguel  (whom  he  would  not  call 
the  king  of  Portugal,  because  he  was  not 
recognized  by  this  country,  though  he  was 
unquestionably  king  els  facto\  was  in 
Paris.  The  day  after  the  arrival  of  the 
French  squadron  in  Portugal  a  steam- 
vessel  arrived  with  despatches  to  the  French 
Admiral ;  and  it  was  not  until  after  the 
reception  of  these  despatches,  that  any 
claim  was  made  on  the  Portuguese  fleet. 
Was  there,  then,  no  connexion  between  the 
arrival  of  that  steam-boat  and  the  claim 
afterwards  set  up  for  the  surrender  of  the 
fleet  ?  After  the  arrival  of  Don  Pedro  in 
Europe  a  course  of  transactions  com- 
menced quite  opposed  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  contrary  to  the  usual  practice  of 
Europe ;  he  alluded  to  the  equipment  in 
European  ports  of  vessels  destined  for  the 
Azores,  to  be  employed  against  the  de  facto 
sovereign  of  Portugal.  He  did  not  deny 
that  these  proceedings  had  taken  place 
while  he  was  in  office ;  but  he  used  every 
eflbrt  to  prevent  the  British  ports  and 
arsenals  being  made  the  means  of  fitting 
out  an  armament  against  a  country  to 
which  England  was  bound  by  so  many 
treaties.  In  a  short  time  afterwards, 
however,  increased  activity  was  shown  by 
the  agents  of  Don  Pedro;  loans  of  money 
were  attempted  to  be  raised,  and  a  very 
large  body  of  men  was  assembled  at  the 
island  of  Terceira.  A  squadron  was  also 
collected  there,  and  it  was  commanded  by 
officers  who  had  been  in  his  Majesty's 
service.  He  must  do  the  Government  the 
justice  to  say,  that  they  did  remove  from 
hb  Majesty's  service  the  officer  who  at 
that  time  undertook  the  command  of  the 
naval  fbrce^f  Don  Pedro}  but  he  was  very 
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much  itkrpnMd  to  hear  the  noble  Earl  op- 
posite, io  reply  to  a  question  put  by  him 
(4be  Duke  of  Wellington)  the  other  night 
— whether  a  certain  officer  who  had  pro* 
ceeded  toPortogaUo  tosume  the  command 
of  the  forces  at  Oporto  fatkd  been  removed 
from  his  Majesty's  eervicey  say,  that  all 
he  knew  of  the  ciircamstance  was  from 
\^hat  he  had  seen  in  the  public  news- 
papers. It  was  certainly  true,  that  in 
1831  hisMajeUy*s  Government  did  dismiss 
from  the  service  the  gentleman  who  as- 
sumed thecomtoand  of  the  naval  forces  of 
Don  Pedro ;  bat  how  had  they  acted  in 
the  months  of  November  and  December 
of  the  same  year  ?  -  At  that  period  const* 
deraUe  levies  of  troops  were  made^  which 
\llrere  embarked  in  ships  on  the  river; 
^mong  which  were  the  ^(ta,  the  Cangresi^ 
the  Fairt/f  and  the  June,  Information 
was  given  to  Government  of  the  existence 
of  this  armament,  and  of  the  intention  of 
fitting  out  other  armaments  in  his  Ma* 
jesty's  ports  $  but  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
refused  to  take  any  notice  of  the  inform- 
ation. The  Gentleman  who  acted  in  this 
country  for  the  Portuguese  Government 
then  went  and  gave  infofmation  to  the 
Commissiooers  of  Customs,  they  being 
llie  persons  speciaUy  charged  by  the  Act 
of  Parliament  passed  for  the  .prevention 
of  enlistments  for  foreign  service  with  its 
exectttiou.  After  taking  the  opinion  of 
Uieir  law  officers  they  gave  orders  that  the 
vessels  should  be  detained ;  and  if  the 
matter  had  Btopf)ed  there,  nothing  could 
have  been  more  satisfactory;  but  instruc- 
tions ai*terwards  eame  from  a  superior  an- 
tbori^ — whether  from  the  Treasury  or 
the  Foreign-office  he  could  not  say- 
directing  the  vessels  to  be  released. 
Those  vessels  were  accordingly  released, 
and  sailed  to  Terceira,  carrying  with 
them  the  very  men  who  afterwards 
landed  in  Portugal.  Was  this  the  per- 
formance of  treaties — was  this  neutrality 
on  the  part  of  the  British  Government? 
The  noble  Earl  would  perhaps  tell  the 
House,  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown 
advised  the  release  of  those  vessels,  de- 
tained by  the  Commissioners  of  Customs. 
If  the  noble  Earl  made  jsuch  a  statement, 
he  would  be  bound  to  produce  the  affidavits 
which  induced  the  law  officers  to  come 
to  that  conclusion.  He  did  not  ask  for 
the  case  laid  before  the  law  officers,  or 
their  opinion  on  it,  but  he  should  wish 
also  to  see  the  other  affidavits  which 
kad  beefi  stbmiUed  to  the  Copmissiooers 


of  Customs,  and  by  thfeni  traimtittted  to 
the  Treasury,  in  order  to  decide  wiiether 
the  authorities  had  done  what  their  duty 
required,  and  especially  whetlier  their 
duty  had  been  done  by  Ministers^  who 
ought  never  to  sanction  aby  thln^  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  bl'in|;ing  the  two 
countHes  into  hostile  colHsioa.  Now,  he 
would  barely  state  the  iacts(  and  what 
were  they  ?  Why,  that  inst&ad  of  mea- 
sures bemg  taken  to  stop  those  vessels, 
tliey  were  allowed  to  sail;  and  nvliat 
were  the  consequences?  That  tiie  trans- 
mission of  men  from  this  couatrj  to 
Portttgaiy  the  conveying  of  them  {rom 
France  here,  ia  order  to  be  sent  tx>  Por- 
tugal, and  the  sending  of  arms,  anmttoi- 
tion,  and  every  thing  necessary  to  maintaia 
the  war,  continued  from  that  hour  to  this. 
Of  that  the  noble  Lords  opposite  aaid|  they 
hud  no  knowledge;  but  it  was  as  perfectly 
well  known  to  every  noble  Lord,  and  to 
every  man  in  the  country,  except  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers,  as  any  fact  of  daily  oc- 
currence* Indeed,  these  proceedings 
formed  the  subject  of  iuquiry  before  Courts 
of  Justice  and  before  police  Magistrates- 
nay,  if  he  was  Well  informed,  the  head  of 
the  government  of  Portugal  had  seat  back 
100  Englishmen,  who  had  been  taken 
prisoners  in  Portugal,  and  bad  been  for- 
warded home  by  the  assistance  of  the 
British  consul.  Did  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters know  anything  of  that?  It  wm»  then, 
their  boanden  duty,  if  they  really  had  the 
intention  of  rendering  justice  to  Portugal, 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  traasac- 
tions»  He  knew  that  his  Migesty*s  Mi- 
nisters would  say,  that  they  were  strictly 
neutral ;  that  if,  oa  the  one  side,  Don 
Pedro  had  raised  a^  many  men  as  he  chose 
here,  cavalry  as  well  as  infantry,  and  if  he 
had  fitted  out  ships  and  sent  out  stores 
and  ammunition,  so  also  might  Don 
Miguel,  and  he  had  only  to  send  here 
and  take,  them  out.  But  he  would  b^ 
to  remind  the  noble  Lords,  in  the  first 
place,  what  was  the  law  of  the  coantry» 
and,  next,  what  was  the  law  of  nations? 
Upon  this  subject,  Don  Miguel,  thougk 
not  acknowledged  by  us  as  a  rightful 
sovereigUi  yet  was  not  and  could  not  be 
otherwise  treated  with  by  this  Government 
than  as  a  king  de  facto.  We  enforced  on 
him  the  performance  of  the  treaties  we 
had  concluded  with  Portugal,  There 
could  be  no  doubt  that  Don  Miguel 
was  in   possession  of  great   advantages 
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Wfts  the 'Portuguese  tiation,  which  was 
also  intereatH,  Atid  M  little  doubt  that 
ghe  ougfht  not  to  be  deprived  of  what 
wat  due  to  her.  Then,  whdt  was  the  law 
0f  natibttB?  He  would  read  the  opitkioti 
of  one  who  WM  btfill  alive,  but  it  was  the 
opiniota  of  a  man  whose  name  was  never 
ntentioued  without  exeitiug  in  every 
bosom  set^timenta  of  reVerenc^  and  admi- 
ration. This  individual  had  lived  to  see 
his  admirable  decisions  adopted  by  the 
civilized  world  M  the  rule  of  their  conduct 
— ^nebd  he  say  he  meant  8ir  William 
Scott,  oow  Lord  Stowell ;  and  it  was  his 
Opinion  that  he  (the  DUke  of  Wellington) 
Ivas  about  to  read  respecting  the  rights  of 
neutrdl  natiotts,and  the  necessity  there 
WftS  on  Ihe  pAtt  of  every  power  to  respect 
the  fights  of  others.  '*  Strict  neutrality 
(said  Sir  Wiiliam  Scott)  is  a  neutrality 
consisting  of  a  complete  abstinence,  not 
only  from  interfering  in  warfiire,  font  from 
giving  any  kidd  of  assistance  to  one  side 
or  the  other."  The  Judge  did  not  say, 
that  a  neutral  might  give  assistance  to 
both,  but  that  he  should  not  give  any  to 
either.  The  very  metning  of  the  word 
wa9)    to    withhold   succour    ftom    both 

Earties,  and  that  was  the  doctrine  heM 
y  all  th^  authorities  on  the  subject. 
The  Judge  bad  then  referred  tb  Vattel, 
whb  aaid,  *'  In  order  to  view  the  subject 
projlerly,  we  must  consider  what  a 
nttiott  ongfat  to  do  if  neutral  if  there  should 
occur  m  war  betweisn  her  ally  and  another 
state.  While  she  continues  thus  neutral 
she  should  observe  the  most  exact  nen* 
trality,  and  give  no  succour  in  arms  or 
troops,  or  anything,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  war."  A  neutral  state  should 
absolutely  give  assistance  to  neither 
party.  Sir  WilKam  Scott  said,  "the  practice 
df  gliving  succour  to  either  side  by  in- 
dividual acts  is  unjust  to  one  of  the  parties, 
by  depriving  him  while  in  a  state  of 
amity  with  us  of  the  preponderance  of 

B^wer  which  he  would  otherwise  enjoy." 
e  would  apply  this  to  the  case  of  Don 
Miguel,  who  had  a  preponderating  power, 
and  he  would  then  ask  was  it  right  that 
we  should  give  aid,  or  that  our  government 
should  give  its  sanction  to  the  giving  aid, 
against  fats  preponderance,  so  as  to  deprive 
him  of  it?  Sir  Wiltiam  Scott  added— 
**  No  country  conld  be  released  from  the 
operation  of  her  neutrality  unless  she  gave 
notice  that  she  would  change  her  line  of 
conduct.  While  nations  remained  in  this 
iitaatioa  they  could  not  in  practice  act 


conti-ary  to  it,  and  if  ih^j  int«rfertHl  Ihey 
must  do  so  by  giving  art  open  notice^  oV 
by  a  declaraiiod  of  war.  No  solet!i!tm 
(added  the  Judge)  could  bb  rhore  tais- 
chievous  than  that  the  subjects  of  a  conn- 
try  should  assuttle  the  right  to  Uct  hos- 
tilely  without  the  ihterventibn  of  the  state 
itself.  It  was  the  tight  of  statM,  end  thi^y 
solely  could  assume  a  belltgererit  attitudt^. 
They  had  the  ri^ht  and  the  power  to  pre- 
vent their  stibj^ta  from  ititerft^riog;.  Thete 
could  be  no  doubt,  then^  thfft  country  hati 
the  right  to  prevent  its  subjects  from  inter- 
fering. He  (the  Duke  of  Wellington)  did 
not  pretend  to  argue  die  queetioh  of  law — 
that  he  would  leave  to  others  more  compe- 
tent— but  this  opinion  was  founded  on 
common  sense,  that  it  must  be  the  rule 
of  men's  acts,  and  he  would  therefbre 
ask  whether  it  Was  right  or  just,  that 
Englishmen  should  be  allowed  to  carry 
on  a  private  war  Against  a  prince  idefkctOf 
and,  above  all,  against  a  country  and  a 
Government  whidi  we  were  bound  by 
treaties  to  protect  ?  What  he  hAd  hitherto 
said,  and  what  he  had  quoted  from  Sir 
William  Scott,  referred  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions ;  but  what  was  to  be  said  when,  on 
coming  to  the  laws  of  the  country^  thetr 
Lordships  saw,  that  they  too  ret|utred 
the  QovemmeDt  to  act  on  these  prib- 
ctples?  The  Foreign  Enlistment  Act 
made  it  incumbent  on  the  officers  Of 
Qovernment  to  restrain  the  subject  from 
interfering?  The  subordinate  officers  of 
the  Government  did  perform  their  duty — 
they  arrested  the  vessels  when  about  to 
sail  illegally,  and  they  acted  according 
to  law.  Inen,  however,  the  Ministers 
csme  forward  and  said  "  No,  this  is  not 
a  case  for  interference,  and  you  shall  not 
do  your  duty."  The  question',  then,  was, 
had  there  been  a  breach  of  the  law  of 
nations  and  of  the  law  of  the  hind.  If 
both  had  been  observed,  and  his  MajestyV 
Ministers  had  done  their  duty,  all  this 
mischief  would  have  been  prevented,  and 
a  country  to  which  we  were  bound  by  an 
ancient  alliance  would  not  have  been  the 
seat  of  war  fbr  nearly  twelve  months,  and 
would  not  have  been  exposed  to  the  disasters 
of  foreign  Invasion.  All  the  evil  of  which 
he  complained,  was  the  consequence  of  this 
neglect  of  duty.  But  that  was  not  the 
only  ground  he  had  for  censuring  Minis- 
ters. He  had  lately  seen  in  the  news* 
papers  the  publication  of  a  coneapondence 
between  his  Majesty's  Government  and 

the  Spanish  ambasMdor  ftt  tbia  court  i«« 
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specUng  Uie  conduct  to  be  eipected  fiom 
Spoio  in  this  contest,  and  it  appeared,  that 
his  Majesty's  Minbters  had  very  propeiij 
insisted  that  Spain  should  remain 
neutral  in  the  contest  between  the 
princes  of  the  house  of  Braganza,  making 
an  engagement  at  the  same  time  that  this 
Government  should  also  remain  neutral. 
He  would  ask,  then,  was  neutrality 
the  line  of  conduct  which  had  been 
adopted  by  this  Government?  Was  it  true 
that  this  country  had  been  neutral  during 
this  war  ?  Was  it  not,  on  the  contrary, 
the  fact  that  the  war  was  carried  on  in 
Portugal  by  means  derived  from  this  coun- 
try— by  men,  ships,  arms,  and  ammuni- 
tion obtained  from  his  Majesty's  subjects? 
Then  he  should  wish  to  know  whether  the 
Ministers  had  not  broken  faith  with  Por- 
tugal, and  if  they  had  not  broken  faith 
with  Spain  ?  Had  we,  in  fact,  been  nen* 
tral  ?  He  was  sure,  that  there  was  no  one 
who  heard  him  could  doubt,  that  the  en- 
gagement with  Spain  had  been  broken, 
after  what  occurred  in  November  and 
December,  1831.  In  fact,  the  sending  of 
reinforcements  continued  up  to  this  very 
moment.  It  had  never  ceased,  and  except 
the  impediments  of  the  weather,  and  the 
hostilities  at  the  mouth  of  the  Douro,  the 
reinforcements  had  received  no  obstruction. 
There  never  was  a  detachment  of  the  Bri- 
tish armj  sent  from  this  country  which 
had  received  more  constant  aid  in  every 
way  from  England.  Lastly  came  the  fact 
of  a  few  days'  old,  that  of  an  officer,  a 
distinguished  officer  of  his  Majesty's  navy, 
going  with  steam-boats  and  transports, 
and  this  officer  was  to  invade  Portugal  by 
the  Tagus,  and  to  capture  Lisbon.  He 
had  heard  of  this,  and  for  the  honour  of 
the  country  he  had  asked  the  noble  Earl 
(Earl  Grey)  whether  he  knew  of  it,  and 
his  answer  was,  that  he  had  only  read  it 
in  the  newspapers.  Of  this  expedition 
a  great  part  had  been  collected  at  Spit- 
bead.  The  officer  to  whom  he  had  alluded 
was  there,  and  the  vessels  were  anchored 
amidst  the  ships  of  his  Majesty,  and  it 
appeared  his  Majesty's  Government  had 
00  communication  of  this  from  those  au- 
thorities, which  were  in  constant  and  daily 
communication  with  the  Ministers.  It 
appeared  also,  and  this  fact  was  extraor- 
dinary, that  there  had  been  a  mutiny  on 
board  ope  of  the  vessels  of  this  expedition, 
because  some  of  those  which  were  called 
volunteers  felt  rather  inclined  not  to  go, 
Wid  they  didias  sailors  often  do^ .  lowef 


a  boat  ivith  the  ioteDtkm   of   niHDiog 
away.    They  made  a  mistake,  however, 
in  not  cutting  the  painter.     It  was   not 
cut  altogether,  and  five  or  six  of  these  oa- 
fortunate  people  were  drowned,  and  to  save 
them  the  vessel  never  hove  to.     He  did 
not  know  whether  there  ought  not  to  be  a 
Coroner^s  inquest,  and  judicial   inqaines 
into  this  matter.    He  was  sure,  that  mea- 
sures ought  to  be  taken  to  prevent  prac- 
tices which  had  given  rise  to  freqoent 
discussion,   between    poor    persons    en- 
listed and  those  who  were  in  the  babit 
of  kidnapping  men,  and  afterwards  ill- 
treating  inst^  of  paying  them*     What 
was   most  strange,    however,  was,  that 
all  this  should  happen  at  Sptthead,  and 
that  no  one  of  his  Majesty's  Ministefs 
should  know  a  word  about  the  matter? 
The  only  way  in  which  he  could  account 
for  it  was  this,  that  the  officers  of  bis 
Majesty's  army  and  navy  did  not  choose 
to  stigmatise  transactions  which  they  might 
suppose  agreeable  to  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment.    They  knew,  that  when  id  No- 
vember and  December  1831,  armed  ves* 
sels    proceeding  to  Portugal  had  been 
arrested  by  the  officers  of  the  Customs, 
an  order  had  been  sent  by  his  Majesty's 
Government  to  let  them  go.    It  was  very 
natural,  therefore, that  those  who  desired  to 
remain  on  good  terms  with  his  .Majesty's 
Government,  would  not  report  or  busy 
themselves  about  interrupting  an  expedi- 
tion which  they  must  believe  it  was  the 
wish  of  his  Majesty's  Government  should 
proceed.    On  that  ground  it  was,  that  he 
accounted  for  the  fact,  that  his  Majesty's 
Government  had  received  no  informatioa 
on  the  subject.    But  this  was  not  all ;  a 
very  considerable  body  of  men,  including 
Poles  and  Frenchmen,  were  lately  assem- 
bled at  Falmouth,  commanded  by  Fteoch 
officers,  and  intended  to  invade  PortugaL 
In  his  opinion,  however,  it  would  Imve 
done  much  more  honour  to  his  Majesty's 
Government,  if  they  desired  that  Portogai 
should  be  invaded  by  foreign  troops,had  they 
come  down    to  Parliament   and  staled 
openly  that  such  was  their  wish  and  In- 
tention.   That  would  have  been  a  manly 
course  of  proceeding.    But   the  couise 
which  they  bad  adopted  was  a  course  un* 
known  to  the  law  and  practice  of.  natioas. 
He  begged  to  make  a  few  further  observ- 
ations on  the  evils  which  might  lesult 
from  all  this.    He  would  suppose  for  a 
moment)  that  by  dint  of  foreign  assist* 
auca  the  g9vemmeat  of  Foftu^  ibouhl 
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be  cbanged.  He  woald  then  ask»  wbe- 
ther  their  Lordships  thoagbt  it  would  be 
right  or  proper  that  sach  a  superiority 
should  be  acquired  of  military  adventurers 
assembled  by  means  such  as  those  had 
been  ?— whether  they  thought  it  would  be 
right  or  proper  that  such  persons  should 
be  allowed  to  go  and  establish  what  Go- 
vernment they  pleased  in  Portugal,  or  in 
any  other  country  towards  which  we  pro- 
fessed neutrality?  In  his  opinion,  that 
was  not  a  proceeding  which  ought  to  be 
supported,  or  which  could  at  all  redound 
to  our  national  honour.  If  this  sj^tem 
should  succeed  in  establishing  another 
government  in  Portugal,  what  must  be  the 
results  ?  A  civil  war  in  Portugal  would 
be  the  smallest  evil.  For  he  defied  any 
one  who  knew  the  state  of  the  Peninsula 
to  avoid  entertaining  the  most  decided 
opinion,  that  a  civil  war  in  Portugal  must 
be  followed  by  a  civil  war  in  Spain.  Set- 
ting aside  the  breach  of  our  written  en- 
gagement with  Spain,  which  country 
would  be  justified  in  relying  on  our  not 
allowing  the  invasion  of  Portugal,  if  by 
our  conduct  we  produced  civil  war  in 
Portugal,  that  civil  war  would  most  assur- 
edly extend  itself  into  Spain.  The  inter- 
est of  the  country  and  the  honour  of  his 
Majesty's  name  could  not  be  safe  under 
such  circumstances.  His  Majesty  had, 
from  the  Throne  in  that  House,  declared 
that  he  would  observe  neutrality ;  his  Ma- 
jest^s  Ministers  had  declared,  that  neu- 
trality was  the  policy  of  the  country.  If 
all  this  were  so,  in  the  name  of  God,  let 
his  Majesty  recall  every  one  of  his  subjects 
who  had  engaged  on  either  side  of  the 
contest.  Then,  indeed,  would  neutrality 
be  established,  and  then,  indeed,  would 
that  good  feeling  be  secured  between*  the 
countries  which  it  was  so  desirable  to 
maintain.  He  would  conclude  by  mov- 
ing, **  That  an  humble  address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Majesty,  to  entreat  him, 
that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
give  such  directions  as  were  necessary  to 
enforce  the  observance  by  his  subjects  of 
his  Majesty's  declared  neutralitv  in  the 
contest  now  going  on  in  Portugal." 

Earl  Grey  observed,  that  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  noble  Duke's  speech  he 
had  made  some  statements  on  which  there 
could  be  no  difference  of  opinion.  The 
noble  Duke  had  begun  by  declaring  that, 
important  as  were  the  interests  of  agricul- 
ture, of  commerce,  and  of  manufactures, 
our  foreigii  relations  were  also  highly  im 


portant ;  and  that  he  thought  suflBcient  at- 
tention had  not  been  paid  to  them  by  the 
public.  In  that  sentiment,  he  entirely 
agreed ;  and  he  entirely  agreed  in  the  opin-^ 
ion  with  which  the  noble  Duke  had  fol- 
lowed up  his  declaration,  by  dwelling  on 
the  importance  of  Portugal  to  the  interests 
of  this  country.  The  noble  Duke  could 
not  be  more  anxious  than  he  was  for  the 
well-being  of  Portugal,  and  for  the  main- 
tenance of  our  connexion  with  that  coun- 
try. The  question  was — whether  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  acted  with  a  due 
consideration  of  those  circumstances ;  and 
before  he  sat  down,  he  trusted,  that  he 
should  be  able  to  satisfy  their  Lordship^ 
that  there  was  no  ground  for  the  noble 
Duke's  Motion ;  a  Motion  which  the  noble 
Duke  himself  admitted  was  one  of  censure^ 
and  intended  to  fix  on  the  present  Admi- 
nistration the  stigma  of  having  violated 
their  public  duty.  Tlie  noble  Duke  assert- 
ed, that  his  Majesty's  Government  was 
bound  both  by  the  general  law  of  nations 
and  by  the  particular  circumstances  of  the 
case  m  question,  to  prevent  those  occur- 
rences which  the  noble  Duke  character- 
ised as  violations  of  neutrality.  These 
were  serious  charges ;  and  if  they  could 
be  supported  by  reasoning  and  fact,  their 
Lordships  would  do  well  to  pronounce 
judgment  against  his  Majesty's  Ministers. 
But  when  they  cast  a  retrospective  glance  on 
the  events  referred  to,he  thought  they  would 
come  to  a  different  result.  In  tue  first 
place,  he  begged  to  call  their  Lordships' 
attention  to  the  situation  of  the  present 
Administration  with  respect  to  Portufi;al, 
when  they  came  into  ofiice.  At  that  time 
there  existed  in  Portugal,  as  the  noble 
Duke  had  stated,  a  king,  iu  facto.  Their 
Lordships  would  allow  him  to  recall  (o 
their  ihinds  (not  for  the  purpose  of  renew- 
ing past  controversies,  but  to  clear  the 
ground  for  the  decision  of  the  present  ques- 
tion) the  manner  in  which  that  sovereign 
became  possessed  de  facto  of  the  Crown. 
Don  Miguel  went  to  Portugal  under  the 
protection  of  the  British  flag ;  bound  by  a 
solemn  engagement  to  the  emperor  of 
Austria,  to  the  King  of  England,  and  to 
his  own  family  and  honour,  to  defend  the 
constitution,  and  to  administer  the  Go- 
yernment  of  Portu^l  as  regent,  on  be- 
half of  theunfant  Queen.  On  this  en- 
gagement, Don  Miguel  went  to  Portugal ; 
having  sworn  the  most  solemn  oaths  to 
adhere  to  it.  England  had  acknowledged 
Donna  Maria  as  the  legitimate  sovereign 
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of  that  country,  and  «ve  had  conveyed 
Don  Miguel  to  Portugal,  to  secure  the 
interest  of  this  young  queen.  It  was  well 
known  how  the  engagements  into  which 
Don  Miguel  had  entered  had  heen  violated. 
It  was  well  known,  that  he  had  been 
enabled  to  violate  it  only  by  the  presence 
and  protection  of  a  British  army.  Bat 
for  that  it  would  have  been  impracticable 
for  him  to  usurp  the  regal  authority.  Was 
the  Government  of  this  country,  or  was 
Europe  at  large,  slow  in  pronouncing  an 
opinion  on  the  act?  In  the  first  place, 
the  British  Minister-^so  flagrant  did  the 
case  appear — stopped  the  payments  of  the 
losn  to  Don  Miguel,  which  had  been 
made  in  this  <»>untry.  The  Government 
pf  thjscountry  concurred  with  other  govern* 
pients  ip  withdrawing  their  Ambassadors 
from  Lisbon ;  the  strongest  mark  of  dis* 
approbatiqui  short  of  a  declaration  of  war, 
which  QQuld  be  inflicted :  and  they  put  an 
end  |o  all  diplomatic  relations  with  the 
government  of  Portugal.  In  this  state 
our  relationa  with  Portugal  existed  at  the 
time  of  the  acoessi^n  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration to  office,  The  diplonatio 
lelatipns  with  Portugal  had  not  been  re- 
newed* It  was  true,  that  something  like 
an  appmximation  to  that  renewal  had 
been  made ;  but  it  hsd  been  accompanied 
on  our  part  by  a  declaration,  that  the  pre- 
vious step  (he  would  not  call  it  a  condi- 
tion) should  be  taken  by  Don  Miguers 
Government!  of  ceasing  to  persecute  all 
the  faiihful  subjects  of  her  majesty  the 
queen  of  Portugal.  Shortly  afterwards 
measures  were  taken  by  Don  Pedro  to 
enforce  the  right  of  his  daughter,  and  it 
could  not  be  deoiod*  that  he,  the  natural 
protector  and  guardian  of  his  daughter, 
was  boqnd  tq  enforce  her  rights.  Their 
Lordships  wQuId  perceive  his  reasons  for 
entering  into  these  statements.  On  the 
one  side,  they  had  a  de  facto  king,  as  Don 
Miguel  was  cal|ed ;  on  the  other,  a  sove- 
reign who  had  been  acknowledged  by 
England,  and  by  th^  other  nations  of 
Europe.  On  the  one  hand,  they  had  an 
unnatural  usurper;  on  the  other,  a  queen 
whom  we  were  bound  by  treaty  to  sup- 
port, at  leaH  againist  foreign  aggression. 
fie  (Earl  Grey)  would  uoiv  ask  their  Lord- 
ships (and  really  he  ought  to  apoloffize  for 
thus  detaining  them,  for  he  felt  tnat  he 
should  have  had  much  greater  diiBculty  in 
making  out  his  case  jf  he  had  acted  on 
the  opposite  principle),  he  would  now  ask 
whether  Government  could  be  called  upon 


from  any  cMistdesMioB  aiAsing  effi  of  the 
obligations  imposed  upon  it  by  treaties — 
ont  of  any  <^ligatk)n  ariatog  froofi  Inter- 
national  Law — or  out  of  any  oUtgelMuis 
arising  from  the  duty  whksfa  one  country 
owed  to  another — whether  Govennnent 
ought,  from  feelings  of  honour  anil  duty, 
to  have  felt  itself,  called  upon  from  any  such 
considerations,  to  take  pakt  directly  egaiust 
a  sovereign,  whose  rights  we  hiKl  acknow- 
ledged, to  the  advantage  of  a  usurper 
whom  we  had  denoanc<»d  ?    That,  to  bit 
opinion,  was  the  real  state  of  the  question. 
[At  this  time  the  Dukes  of  WelltafftoQ  and 
Cumberland  appeared  to  be  inoonveraataon, 
which  inteiTupted  the  uoble  Earl,]     He 
had   not   interrupted   the   niH>ie  Duke, 
when   the   noble   Duke  was  addiaaaing 
their  Lordships^  and  he  thought  he  cwght 
not  to  be  thus  disturbed,     ile  smhed 
to  ask,  he  repeated,  whether  this  c^wn- 
try  could  be  considered  bound  by  any 
of  those  considerations  which  he  had  jua 
mentioned,  to  interfere  directly  against 
the  queen  of  Portugal    The  noble  Earl, 
he  believed,  thought  M  euihl  tm  have 
interfered  to  prevent  the  Arst  etpailition 
from  Teroeirai  ou  the  piineiple  that  we 
were  boupd  to  protect  Portugal  but  he 
asked  how  that  case,  being  an  eape4it>en 
to  restore  the  rights  of  her  we  aeknow* 
lodged  to  be  lawful  queen,  coatd  possibly 
be  assimilated  to  those,  in  which  tbis  conn- 
try  was  bound  by  treaty  to  take  part  ia 
behalf  of  Portugal,  and  ia  whi^i  i(  bad 
actually  so  taken  part,  but  only  for  the 

?urpose  of  repelling  foreign  invasion? 
'hose  cases  in  which  Portugal  hi|id  suc- 
cessfully claimed  the  execution  of  the  tvea- 
ties  which  had  so  Ipngsubsisted  between  her 
and  this  country  were  of  every  diftrsnt  na- 
natif^e  from  that  to  which  the  noUe  Duke 
had  alluded.  The  noble  Duke  had  nest  re- 
ferred to  a  subject  to  which  he  bad  cer- 
tainly not  anticipated  that  af^y  allusion 
would  have  been  made  :  as  the  aohle 
Duke's  notice  gave  no  intimatioa  of  it, 
and  he  was  not,  therefore,  so  well  pcepaied 
with  the  necessary  documents  as  he  shoukl 
have  been  if  any  such  iqtiinatbn  had  been 
given.  The  noble  Duke  had  asserted  that 
this  country  was  bound  by  treaty  to  assist 
Portugal  in  repelling  the  attack  of  Fcan^ 
upon  that  country  two  years  ago,  afid  the 
noble  Duke  charged  theGovenunent  with 
a  violation  of  the  public  fsith  in  negleeting 
to  do  so.  He  would  show  the  House 
that  there  was  no  foundation^  ell  for 
such  an  assertion.    If  them  had  been  any 
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iwiidalkm  'for  it-^if  the  oondttol  of  Oo* 
T^romeal  in  this  fespect  involved  a  breach 
of  the  public  fmitb,  why  had  not  the  noble 
Duke  taken  MUBe  previoue  opportunity  of 
impugnittic  that  conduct?  It  was  now 
two  yeart  since  the  French  expedition  in 
question  had  taken  plaee ;  and  if  he  had 
thought  it  a  matter  of  so  much  importance, 
it  was  very  extraordinary  that  he  should 
not  hav^  brought  forwanl  the  subject  at 
an  earlier  period.  Certainly  we  were 
bound  by  treaty  to  resnt  the  invasion  of 
Portugal  by  France ;  but  the  ciroum^ 
alanoes  under  which  the  last  French  expe- 
dition to  the  Tagos  was  sent,  placed  that 
on  very  different  grounds  from  those  former 
attacks  which  we  had  considered  it  our 
duty  10  resist.  We  were  bound  by  treaty 
to  resist  any  unjust  invasion  of  the  tern* 
tories  of  the  Csown  of  Portugal,  hot  cer*. 
lainly  not  to  espouse  any  quarrels  whieh 
Portugal  might  enter  into,  without  consi- 
dering, on  our  own  parts,  whether  our 
Ally  was  in  the  right  or  not.  To  say  the 
contrary,  would  certainly  be  making  a 
bold  assertion.  The  noble  Duke  was 
surely  not  psspasad  to  maintain  that  we 
were  hound  to  rasistevery  species  of  attack 
which  might  be  made  on  Portugal,  to 
eompel  her  to  do  justice  when  she  had 
eommitted  a  wrong?  Was  it  possible 
that  any  country  should  contract  such  an 
obligation?  Had  any  country  the  power 
of  contracting  such  an  obligation  ?  Ck>uid 
it  be  supposed,  for  a  moment,  that  we 
were  bound  to  resist  an  attack  which  was 
caused  by  violations  of  the  rights  of  any 
particular  country  by  our  Ally,  or  which 
arose  from  something  wholly  unjustifiable 
on  the  part  of  Portugal  ?  Would  the 
noble  Duke  argue  thus,  or  if  he  did,  would 
the  House  agree  that,  without  any  oonsi- 
deration  of  the  justice  of  the  case,  we  were 
bound  to  assist  Portugal  against  the  attack 
of  a  power  which  only  took  up  arms 
to  obtain,  satisfaction  for  injuries,  or  the 
acknowledgment  of  her  rights?  This 
expedition  complained  of  consisted  only 
pf  a  few  ships  which  entered  theTagus,to 
claim  what  France  had  a  right  to  demand. 
He  therefore  viewed  the  subject  in  quite 
a  difieient  light  from  that  in  which  it  had 
struck  the  noble  Duke.  The  noble  Duke 
said,  the  French  were  quite  wrong  as  to 
Boobomme.and  tlusugh  he  could  not  refer 
to  documents  for  the  reason  which  he  bad 
before  staled,  be  confessed  that  all  bis 
impiasiions  were,  that  France  was  right, 
nod  bed  a  dear  oese  in  its  favour.    Com- 


plaints were  made  of  the  aggressions  of 
Portugal,  and  for  which  reparation  had 
never  been  made.  The  French  govern- 
ment had  continued  making  applicatmn 
upon  the  subject,  but  without  eflbet. 
This  country  had  enforced  redress  by  the 
same  means  employed  by  France ;  and  it 
was  impossible,  with  any  fairness,  to  say 
that  France  had  not  a  right  to  have  re* 
course  to  expedients  similar  to  those  we 
employed  ourselves.  But  the  real  question 
now  was,  whether,  in  the  case  of  Don 
Pedro's  expedition,  this  country  had  BUf« 
sued  a  system  of  strict  neutrality  ?  He 
thought  that,  on  some  late  occasbn,  the 
noble  Earl  (Aberdeen)  had  stated,  that  we 
were  in  military  possession  of  Portugal, 
because  his  Majesty's  Qovemmeot  had 
found  it  necessary  in  consequeneo  of 
repeated  complaints  on  the  part  of  Brt^sk 
merchants  at  Lisbon,  that  a  oonsidesable 
force  should  be  kept  in  the  Tagus  for  their 
protectmn.  He  #Quld  now  proceed  .  to 
detail  our  transactions  in  that  ooonlry. 
In  consequence  of  repealed  applications 
ffom  the  British  mefohnnta,  resident  in 
Lisbon,  of  the  representations  sespeetnig 
the  insecurity  of  their  pmperty  and  the 
danger  to  which  they  might  be  exposed,  if 
there  were  not  a  sufficient  British  foice  in 
the  Tagos  to  protect  them,  Adssiral 
Parker  was  sent  to  the  Tagus,  and  remain- 
ed there  until  the  expeditk>n  was  known 
to  be  advancing  for  the  invasion  of  Por«- 
tugal.  An  application  was  then  made, 
desiring  that  the  ihips  that  had  been  sent 
into  the  Tagus,  and  which  had  remained 
there  with  no  other  view  but  to  fuoteot 
the  British  merchants  resident  in  Lisbon, 
might  be  withdrawn,  that  request  was 
immediately  complied  witli.  The  men  of 
war  took  their  station  outside  the  road^ 
stead,  and  only  one  vessel  (end  that  not 
armed)  was  left,  for  the  purpose  of  keep* 
ing  up  a  communication  between  the  fleet 
and  the  British  Consul  at  Lisbon*  He 
would  next  allude  to  the  mission  of  Lord 
William  Russell,  who  was  sent  to  Por^ 
tugal  to  watch  the  proceedings,  and  per* 
ticulnrly  to  watch  orer  the  observance  of 
neutrality  by  other  Powerg.  The  spirit 
by  which  the  Government  had  been 
actuated  was  one,  he  contended,  of  perfect 
fairness  and  neutrality.  The  noble  i^r( 
proceeded  to  read  a  variety  of  documente* 
eonsistiug  of  communications  between 
different  officers  and  the  members  of  the 
Government,  in  confirmation  of  these 
assertions.      The    first    oommunieiuiM 
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which  he  read  was  dated  9th  September, 
1831  •  It  was  directed  to  Admiral  Parker 
and  stated  that  his  6r8t  object  of  the 
British  naval  officers  was  to  protect  the 
British  merchants  and  their  property,  and 
to  abstain  from  all  interference  with  poli- 
tical roattc»rs.  He  was  directed  not  to 
afford  protection  to  such  merchants  as 
interfered  with  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
country.  The  next  communication  dated 
the  2l8t  May,  1832,  upon  the  application 
for  the  withdrawal  of  the  British  ships 
from  the  Tagus — a  letter  which  the  noble 
Earl  read— was  sent,  was  also  addressed  to 
Admiral  Parker.  It  stated,  that  it  was  his 
Majesty's  command  that  the  requisition 
of  the  Portuguese  Government  should  be 
immediately  complied  with — that  Admiral 
Parker  should  leave  the  Tagus  with  his 
shipsy  and  should  transmit  his  orders  to 
the  commanding  officer  in  the  Douro,  to 
withdraw  his  ships  also  from  that  river. 
On  the  arrival  of  Don  Pedro,  the  strictest 
neutrality  was  directed  to  be  maintained ; 
they  were  to  abstain  from  rendering  assist- 
ance to  either  party,  and  to  pursue  the 
same  line  of  conduct  to  both  sides.  On 
the  Ist  of  June,  1832,  Admiral  Parker 
was  instructed^  that,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, he  was  to  maintain  a  perfect  neu- 
trality, and  carefully  to  avoid  any  cause 
of  complaint.  On  the  19th  of  June,  Mr. 
Barrow  wrote  to  Admiral  Parker,  that  as 
the  expedition  of  Don  Pedro  was  expected 
to  make  its  appearance,  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty  cautioned  the 
British  Admiral  not  to  enter  into  any 
communion  with  the  expeditionary  force, 
which  might  cherish  any  hope  of  assistance 
from  the  British  naval  force  off  the  rock 
of  Lisbon,  but  to  observe  the  strictest 
neutrality  between  both  parties.  Again, 
on  the  I  Ith  of  July,  a  similar  communica- 
tion had  been  made,  particularly  caution- 
ing Admiral  Parker  to  give  no  advice  to 
Admiral  Sartorius,  lest  even  communica- 
tion with  him  might  be  misconstrued.  He 
had  alluded  to  those  communications  in 
order  to  show  what  had  been  the  spirit 
which  had  predominated  in  all  the  com- 
munications of  the  British  Government  on 
the  subject  of  the  late  events  in  Portugal, 
and  that  the  strictest  neutrality  had  l^en 
enjoined  by  the  Government  as  far  as  the 
British  force  was  concerned.  He  need 
not  state  that  those  instructions  which 
were  given  to  Admiral  Parker  were  acted 
upon  with  all  that  discretion,  with  all  that 
iiidependencej  with  all  that  firmness,  which 


had  uniformly  characterised  the  conduct 
of  that  gallant  officer  during  the  whole 
course  of  his  professional  career.  As  further 
proof  that  these  instructions  had   been 
acted  upon,  he  would  state,  that  on  the 
arrival  of  the  fleet  attached  to  the  expedi- 
tion of  the  Tagus, ,  Admiral  Parker  had 
written  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Admiralty,  to  inform  him  that  Admiral 
Sartorius  had  arrived  in  the  Tagus,  and 
having  taken  up  a  position  which  placed 
the  British  ships  in  the  line  of  the  fire  of 
a  Portugese  battery  directed  agarast  the 
expeditionary  fleet,  he,  Admiral  Parker 
had  received  a  requisition  to  move  out  of 
the  line  of  fire ;  upon  which  he  proceeded 
to  a  station  about    three  miles  distant, 
which  he  had  since  continued  to  occopy, 
keeping  his  ships  under  sail.    An  English 
steam-vessel  had  been  sent  by  Admiral 
Sartorius  with  some  intimations  relative 
to  the  blockade.     Admiral  Parker  imme« 
diately  objected  to  the  British  flag  being 
hoisted  on  any  vessel  which  had  any  con- 
nexion   with  either  of   the  belligerents. 
The  complaint  was  immediately  attended 
to.    One  of   the   expeditionary   vessels 
approached  so  near  the  flag-ship  of  Ad- 
miral Parker,  with  letters  explanatory  of 
the  affair  of  the  English  steamer,  that  the 
Portuguese  batteries  having  directed  their 
fire  against  the  former  vessel,  one  of  the 
shot   struck   the    British  ship,  and  was 
immediately  apologised  for  by  the  com- 
mander  of  the  fort  from  which  it  had  been 
discharged.    The  noble  Earl  next  read  a 
short  communication,  directed  to  Admiral 
Parker,  stating  that  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty  approved  of  his 
proceedings  with  regard  to  the  fleet  under 
the  command  of  Admiral  Sartorius.   After 
this  a  circumstance  occurred,  which  led  to 
the  re-entry  of  his  Majesty's  ships  into  the 
harbour  of  the  Tagus.    This  circumstance 
was  nothing  else  than  the  murder  of  one 
of  the  servants  of  Lord  William  Russell, 
in  a  way  which  did  not  permit  it  to  be 
supposed  that  it  was  in  consequence  of 
any  mere  ebullition  of  popular  feeling, 
since  it  was  perpetrated  by  a  person  actu- 
ally serving  under  the  orders  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  country,  and  since  no 
public    proceeding    had  been   taken  to 
inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  to  brine  the  offender  to  justice.  Upon 
the  repeated  representations  of  the  British 
merchants  resident   at    Lisbon,   it   was 
thought  necessary  that  our  fleet  should  re* 
enter  that  port^  but  it  went  with  the  sane 
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orders  to  observe  the  strictest  neutrality, 
and  it  was  conducted  always  with  the 
same  strict  obedience  to  the  letter  of  his 
instructions  on.  the  part  of  Admiral  Parker. 
There  were  many  other    circumstances, 
both  with  respect  to  the  ships  in  the  Douro, 
and  with  respect  to  those  in  the  Tagus, 
which  would  go  to  confirm  what  he  had 
stated  as  to  the  anxiety  of  the  British 
Government  and    its  officers    to  adhere 
strictly  to  such  a  line  of  conduct  as  should 
be  perfectly  fair  and  eaual  to  both  parties. 
He  trusted,  under  all  these  circumstances, 
that  their  Lordships  would  see,  that  in  the 
employment  of  the  naval  force    in    the 
Tagus  there  was  no  reason  to  suppose 
Government  to  have  been  inattentive  to 
its  duty  in  the  observance  of  a  strict  neu- 
trality, or  that  the  officers  whose  duty  it 
was  to  carry  the  orders  of  Government 
into  effect,  had  been  wanting  in  the  discre- 
tion and  firmness  required    for  the  due 
execution  of  these  orders.  Though  he  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  bring  the  subject 
thus  in  detail  before  their  Lordships,  he 
did  not  mean  to  shrink  from  the  resppnsi- 
bility  which  he  knew  he  incurred  as  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown,  if  it  were  shown 
Uiat  he  had  acted  in  any  respect  iucon* 
sistently  with  what  was  due  to  the  honour 
of  the  cooctry.     He  knew,  although  he 
bad  had  the  unanimous  support  of  his 
colleagues,  that  he  stood  responsible  for 
his  measures  to  their  Lordships,  to  the 
Parliament,  and  to  the  country.    He  did 
not  mean  to  shrink  from  any  part  of  the 
responsibility  which  devolved  upon  him  ; 
but  he  trusted  that  their  Lordships  would 
at  least  give  him  a  fair  hearing,  and  that 
they  would  come  to  such  a  conclusion  as 
the  honour  and  the  interest  of  the  country 
demanded.    Notwithstanding  all  the  facts 
he  had  stated,  it  was  argued  that  there 
had  been  force  employed  from  this  country 
in  favour  of  Don  Pedro.    The  Govern- 
ment, it  was  said,  had  permitted  things  to 
be  done  which  were  not  consistent  with  the 
neutrality   which    they  professed.    That 
neutrality  could  not  be  considered  a  real 
neutrality,  when  it  was  well  known  that  one 
of  the  Belligerents  was  supplied,  or  per- 
mitted to  be  supplied,  from  this  country 
with  ships,  with  provisions,  with  stores, 
with  ammunition,  with  arms,  nay,  with 
men,  firom  this  country.    Let  their  Lord- 
ships examine  a  little  how  far  this  charge 
could  be  supported  either  on  the  general 
principles  of  public  law,  or  on  the  facts  of 
thecase.  With  respect  to  the  general  princi- 
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pies  of  law,  he  apprehended  thatmerchants 
ina  neutral  country  were  perfectly  at  liberty 
to  furnish  to  any  belligerent  power,  ships, 
provisions,  stores,  ammunition,  or  arms, 
without  any  breach  of  the  neutral  cha- 
racter of  the  country.     This  principle,  he 
believed  to  be  incontroveriible  and  indis- 
putable.    To  answer  this  argument,  the 
noble  Duke  had  quoted  the  authority  of 
Lord  Stowell.     Now,  the  noble  Duke  did 
not  defer  with  more  respect  to  the  opinion 
of  that  noble  and  learned  Lord  than  he 
did.     No  person  more  admired  his  talents 
or  respected  his  integrity.     He  did  not 
think  that  a  better  Judge  ever  sat  in  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  than  Lord  Stowell ; 
but  before  he  would  agree  to  the  applica- 
tion of  his  opinion,  in  the  way  that  the 
noble  Duke  sought  to  apply  it,  he  should 
like  to  know  on  what  occasion  and  for 
what  object  that    opinion    was    made? 
Without  knowing  these  points,  it  was  im- 
possible to  say  how  far  the  opmions  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  would  apply  to  the 
present  case.     The  decision  was,  that  it 
was  inconsistent  with  the  law  of  nations 
to  give  succour  to  one  belligerent  power 
against  another,  and   that  such  succour 
could  not  be  given  without  compromising 
the  neutrality  of  the  country.     With  that 
opinion,  he  (Earl  Grey),  perfectly  agreed ; 
but  the  question  here  was,  whether  per- 
mitting British  merchants  to  supply  both 
the  belligerents  with  British  stores  and 
ammunition  compromised  the  neutrality 
of  this  country?     He  maintained  that  in- 
dividuals might  be  permitted  to  supply 
either  of  the  belligerents  with  any  of  those 
articles  which  constitute  the  material  of 
war,  provided  they  were  permitted  equally 
to  supply  both  belligerents.     In  the  way 
in  which  he  had  now  stated  this  principle, 
he  thought  it  was  incontrovertible,  and  he 
did  not  believe,  that  Lord  Stowell  would 
impugn  it.     He  next  came  to  the  question 
of  the  supply  of  men  from  this  country, 
which  might  be  somewhat  more  difficult, 
he  admitted.     He  did  not  mean  to  enter 
into  any  of  the  distinctions  and  hard  words 
of  the  civilians,  with  which  be  professed  to 
be  but  slightly  acquainted,  but  he  would 
refer  to  several  points  in  the  practices  of 
civilized  nations,  to  show,  that  the  fact  of 
the  subjects  of  one  country  serving  against 
another  did  not  amount  to  a  violation  of 
the  neutrality  between,  the  two  countries. 
Did  they  not  know  for  how  many  centuries 
the  Swiss  Confederacy  had  existed  in  the 
verv  centre  of  Europe,  and  having  its  neu- 
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trality  acknowledged  and  respected  by 
every  power  in  Europe,  yet  permitting  any 
state  to  levy  forces  in  its  dominions,  and 
that  to  such  an  extent,  that  it  had  not 
unfrequently  happened  that  different  bodies 
of  Swiss  soldiers  had  been  found  fighting 
on  diiferent  sides  on  the  same  field  of  bat- 
tle ?  It  was  well  known,  that  in  the  dif-. 
ferent  wars  between  France  and  Germany 
a  great  portion  of  the  French  armies  were 
Swiss ;  yet  no  attempt  was  ever  made  on 
the  part  of  the  German  States  to  impugn 
the  neutrality  of  Switzerland  on  that  ac- 
count. Even  this  country  had  hired  the 
troops  of  some  of  the  petty  German  States 
to  fight  its  battles — as  in  our  contest  with 
our  North  American  Colonies ;  and  it  was 
never  argued,  that  the  sovereigns  of  those 
states  which  furnished  us  with  these  troops 
had  forfeited  their  claim  to  neutrality.  In 
the  case  of  the  South  American  States, 
before  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act  was 
passed,  expeditions  had  been  fitted  out, 
under  British  officers,  against  the  Spanish 
power  in  that  part  of  the  world;  but  Spain 
never  thought  of  considering  that  fact  as 
amounting  to  a  breach  of  the  neutrality  of 
our  position  with  respect  to  the  contest 
between  her  and  her  colonies.  Did  their 
Lordships  not  know,  that  a  similar  course 
had  been  pursued  with  regard  to  Greece? 
They  knew,  that  there  was  a  strong  national 
feeling  in  that  cause — a  feeling  which  was 
natural  to  every  member  of  the  civilized 
world,  and  from  which  he  believed  that 
hardly  anybody  was  exempt?  Aid  was 
given  to  the  struggling  Greeks,  without 
that  circumstance  being  ever  considered 
an  infraction  of  our  neutrality.  The  mere 
circumstance  of  permitting  individuals  thus 
to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  foreign  coun- 
tries on  their  own  risk,  could  not,  he  again 
contended,  be  considered  an  act  of  hos- 
tility to  the  other  party,  provided  the  same 
advantages  were  left  open  to  that  other 
party.  He  would  not  repeat  here  the  dis- 
tinction which  had  been  taken  some  time 
ago  between  a  war  of  one  foreign  power 
against  another,  and  a  war  arising  in  the 
interior  of  a  state  among  its  own  subjects. 
He  would  rest  the  point  simply  upon  the 
fact,  that  Don  Miguel  had  it  in  his  power 
to  obtain  supplies  from  this  country  just 
as  easily  as  Don  Pedro.  There  was  not, 
in  point  of  fact,  in  his  army  a  single 
musket  which  was  not  of  British  manu- 
facture. The  mortar,  or  piece  of  ordnance, 
which,  he  understood,  had  recently  proved 
the  source  of  the  greatest  annoyance  to 
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no  very  distant  period  from  this  country. 
British  stores  and  ammunition  bad  be^ 
sent  from  British  ports,  in  vessels  char- 
tered by  British  merchants,  for  the  army 
of  Don  Miguel,  no  less  than  for  that  of 
Don  Pedro.  Supplies  of  men,  perhaps, 
there  had  not  been ;  for  the  cause  was  to 
revolting  to  every  British  heart,  that  he 
did  not  believe  it  would  be  possible  to  find 
a  single  man  to  carry  a  musket  in  his 
cause ;  but  he  had  had  the  assistance  of 
a  British  officer,  with  respect  to  whom 
complaints  miffht  with  equal  propriety 
have  been  made  by  the  party  of  Don 
Pedro.  The  officer  in  question,  had  not 
only  been  active  on  the  side  of  Don  Mi- 
guel by  his  counsel,  but  bad  even  used 
language  with  a  view  to  prevent  Don 
Pedro  from  securing  the  services  of  that 
officer's  countrymen,  which  he  could  not 
but  characterise  as  highly  impro|)er.  The 
next  point  to  which  the  noble  Duke  had 
adverted  was  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act, 
by  whkh  he  maintained,  that  the  Govern- 
ment, having  the  power  conferred  upon 
them  of  preventing  British  subjects  fron 
serving  in  the  armies  of  fi^reign  princes, 
had  also,  by  the  same  Act,  the  duty  im- 
posed upon  them  of  keeping  the  subjects 
of  these  realms  ftom  entering  into  foreiga 
service.  Now,  the  history  of  this  Act 
was  shortly  this :  It  was  founded  on  two 
Acts  passed  in  the  reign  of  George  3nd, 
and  afterwards  repealed,  because  tbey  had 
been  enacted  only  for  a  temporary  and  for 
a  special  purpose.  They  were  intended, 
in  fact,  to  prevent  British  subjects  from 
entering  into  the  service  of  the  Pretender 
to  serve  against  the  legitimate  Sovereigo 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  (he  called 
him  the  legitimate  Sovereign,  becauae  oo 
one  would  deny  that  the  family  which  now 
holds  the  Throne  of  the  United  Kingdom 
holds  it  by  the  most  legitimate  of  all 
rights— -the  consent  of  the  people).  In 
1819,  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Bill  was 
passed  for  a  similar  temporary  and  parti* 
cular  purpose,  namely,  to  l\ilfil  the  terou 
of  the  engagements  which  had  been  en- 
tered into  in  the  Treaties  of  1814,  to  take 
the  most  eff*ectual  means  to  prevent  any 
assistance  from  being  afforded  to  the  South 
American  States,  either  by  supplies  of 
ships,  stores,  or  men.  The  Act  wai, 
therefore,  made  for  a  particular  and  not 
for  a  general  purpose.  He,  therefore,  de- 
nied the  noble  Duke*s  construction  that 
that  bill  imposed  upon  us  the  duty  and 
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obligation  of  prohibiting  the  levying  of 
troops  for  Donna  Maria.  He  had  yet  to 
learn,  that  we  were  bound  by  any  consi- 
deration to  enforce  any  of  our  municipal 
laws,  other  than  our  own  sense  of  what 
was  due  to  our  own  honour  and  interest. 
The  bill  of  1819,  he  repeated,  was  framed 
for  a  specific,  and  not  for  a  general,  pur- 
pose. [Here  Lord  Holland  whispered  to 
the  noble  Earl.]  His  noble  friend  had 
just  reminded  him  of  a  fact  which  put  this 
interpretation  of  the  Bill  beyond  the  reach 
of  controversy.  His  noble  friend  opposed, 
and  actually  entered  a  protest  on  their 
journals,  to  the  effect  that  though  the  hill 
was  avowedly  brought  fbrward  to  meet  a 
particular  contingency,  yet  it  might  be  ap- 
pealed to  by  foreign  powers  in  a  manner 
preiudfcial  to  British  interests.  *'No,'' 
said  the  noble  and  learned  Earl,  who  then 
sat  on  the  woolsack,  **  that  is  impossible  ; 
no  foreign  power  can  make  so  flagrant  a 
mistake  as  to  suppose  that  the  measure 
admits  of  general  application.'*  It  was 
impossible,  then,  to  put  anv  such  con- 
struction upon  the  internal  legislature  of 
any  country,  although,  in  the  particular 
case  (br  which  the  Taw  had  then  been 
made,  namely,  that  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can States — there  might  have  been  a  posi- 
tive engagement,  which  rendered  both  the 
law  itself  and  its  enforcement  equally  ne- 
cessary. The  next  point  of  the  noble 
Duke's  speech  to  which  he  had  to  allude 
was  the  transaction  respecting  the  vessels 
of  Don  Pedro,  which  had  been  seized  by 
the  Custom-house  officers,  but  on  the  in- 
formation of  the  Portuguese  consul  (M. 
Saropayo),  had  afterwards  been  given  up, 
as  it  was  said,  on  the  interference  of  Go- 
vernment. Now,  how  did  the  case  stand  ? 
In  the  first  place,  aftet  the  seizure,  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment bad  received  a  letter  from  the  Com- 
missioners of  Customs,  desiring  to  know 
how  they  were  to  act  ?  He  would  ask  the 
noble  Duke  whether  he  meant  to  say,  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  Government  to  decide  im- 
mediately that  the  vessels  were  properly 
seiaed  ?  It  was  a  question  of  law,  whe- 
ther, under  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 
th^e  vessels  were  legally  seized ;  and  he 
did  not  see  how  it  could  be  argued  that 
the  Goveroment  did  not  act  properly  by 
referring  the  question  to  the  law  officers 
of  the  Crown.  The  vessels  were  released  on 
the  opinion  of  the  law  officers.  According 
to  the  construction  put  upon  the  Act,  by 
tba  law  officers,  the  vessels  could   not 


be  legally  detained  by  the  Custom  House 
officers  on  the  mere  application  of  an 
agent,  whether  authorised  or  not,  of  any 
foreign  state.     In  this  transaction,  there- 
fore, so  far  from  acting  in  a  way  which 
could  be  construed  into  an  infringement 
of  the  neutrality  of  the  country,  they  had 
showed  an  earnest  desire  to  see  the  law 
duly  enforced,  and  had  only  agreed  to  the 
release  of  the  vessels  after  the  opinion  of 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  had  been 
|iven  to  that  effect.     So  much  for  the  ef- 
fect of  the  noble  Duke's  statement,  that 
the  case  of  these  vessels  exhibited  an  in- 
stance of  gratuitous  interference  on  behalf 
of  Don  Pedro.     He  was  afraid  he  was 
tiring  their  Lordships  by  insisting  so  long 
upon  a  case  which  appeared  to  him  so 
clear.      He  must,  however,  observe,  that 
in  order  to  enable  the  King's  Advocate  to 
come  to  a  correct  and  satisfactory  con- 
clusion upon  the  question,  there  had  been 
laid  before  him  the  complete  correspond- 
ence and  affidavits.  His  opinion  was  taken 
on  the  facts  stated  by  the  Portuguese 
consul  himself  s  and  his  opinion  was  re- 
quired— not  merely  whether  the  case  came 
within  the  provisions  of  the  Foreign  En- 
listment Bill — but  whether,  also,  it  came 
within  the  provisions  of  any  other  law? 
He  would  ask  their   Lordships  whether, 
in  the  upright  and  anxious  execution  of 
his  duty,  it  was  possible  for  him  to  do 
anything  more  than   to  lay   before   the 
King's  Advocate — not,  as  had  been  insi- 
nuated, a  partial  or  a  garbled  statement 
— but  the  fullest  and  most  authentic  par- 
ticulars, and  ask  him  for  such  an  opinion  ? 
He  was  sure  he  might  appeal  to  tne  jus- 
tice of  their  Lordships  to  exonerate  him 
from   any  charge  of  wilful  or  improper 
negligence.      The  noble  Earl  quoted  at 
some  length  the  opinions  of  the  King's 
Advocate.  He  stated,  that  the  information 
contained  in  the  letters  of  M.  Sampayo 
was  much  too  loose  and  iudefinite  to  justify 
the  adoption   of   any   measures    against 
either  persons  or  shipping;    that   if  ho 
could  bring  further  and  more  satisfactory 
proof,  then  his  proper  course  was,  to  apply 
to  the  officers  of  the  Customs,  who  were 
empowered  by  a  section  in  the  Act  to 
seize   any  vessels  which  should   be  era- 
ployed  for  the  purpose  stated  by  him ;  but 
that  the  present  was  not  a  case  for  his 
Majesty's   Government   to  interfere,  for 
the  Statute  pointed  out  the  way  in  which 
it  ought  to  be  done.     After  the  vessels 
had  been  seized  by  the  officers  of  the 
K2 
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Customs,  reference  was  made  to  the  At- 
torney and  Solicitor  General,  who  declared 
(and  the  noble  Earl  quoted  their  opinions) 
that,  whatever  reasons  there  might  be  for 
suspecting  a  body  of  men  were  fitting  out 
in  London  for  the  service  of  Don  Pedro, 
there  was  not  sufficient  evidence  to  afford 
just  grounds  for  proceeding  against  them 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  A  fur- 
ther application  was  subsequently  made, 
and  the  opinions  of  the  legal  advisers  of 
the  Crown  were  again  taken,  more  par- 
ticularly in  reference  to  the  obligations  of 
existing  treaties ;  to  which  they  replied, 
that  whatever  might  be  the  obligations  of 
existing  treaties  for  the  defence  of  the 
throne  of  Portugal  from  attacks,  these 
obligations  would  not  apply  to  a  case  of 
civil  war,  nor  to  the  case  of  a  disputed 
claim  to  the  Crown  of  Portugal.  He 
quoted  this  opinion  in  opposition  to  that 
unfair  and  untenable  construction  which 
the  noble  Duke  appeared  to  have  placed 
on  these  treaties,  that  they  bound  us  to 
resist  every  attack  on  the  kingdom  of  Por- 
tugal, whoever  might  be  its  Governor — 
whether  thequarrel  in  which  it  was  engaged 
were  just  or  unjust — whether  the  suc- 
cession were  admitted  or  disputed.  This 
was  the  claim  made  by  the  noble  Duke ; 
and  he  put  in  answer  to  this  claim,  the 
declaration  made  by  the  King's  Advocate, 
that  when  the  right  of  the  party  making 
this  claim  was  not  acknowledged  by  this 
country,  the  appeal  made  by  him  could 
not  be  maintained.  This,  he  thought, 
would  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  their  Lord- 
ships that  his  Majesty's  Government  had 
neither  interfered  improperly  on  behalf  of 
one  party,  nor  improperly  refused  to 
interfere  on  behalf  of  another.  He  was 
somewhat  surprised,  indeed,  that  the  noble 
Duke  should  bring  forward  this  charge, 
since,  if  he  remembered  rightly,  a  case 
had  occurred  during  the  noble  Duke's 
administration  of  affairs,  in  which  the 
noble  Duke  himself  had  found  the  diffi- 
culty of  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the 
Foreign  Enlistment  Bill.  Representa- 
tions were  made  by  the  Ambassador  of 
Spain  then,  he  believed,  M.  Zea  Ber- 
mudez,  that  a  certain  ship  called  the 
Mary,  was  fitting  out  in  this  country,  and 
persons  were  engaged  here  to  go  out  in 
that  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
descent  on  Spain,  and  creating  a  civil 
war.  The  ship  was  detained,  and  many 
proceedings  took  place ;  but  at  last  it  was 
found  necessary  to  release  the  ship,  and 


all  that  was  done  was,  to  detain  certain 
arms  which  were  on  board;  and  in  re^ 
gard  to  the  shipping  of  which,  the  Cus- 
tom-house regulations  had  not  been  com- 
plied with.  Returning  to  M.  Sampayo, 
that  gentleman  afterwards  requested  ha 
Majesty's  Government  to  declare  their 
disapprobation  of  English  subjects  giving 
any  assistance  in  the  shape  of  men,  pro- 
visions, stores,  &c.,  and  that  the  officers 
at  all  the  ports  should  be  directed  to  pn- 
vent  all  supplies  of  this  kind  from  pro- 
ceeding to  Portugal.  This  application 
also  was  referred  to  the  King's  Advocate, 
who  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  although 
as  a  general  rule  no  neutral  State  coidd 
interfere  with  belligerent  powers,  yet  that 
rule  was  never  considered  as  applicable  to 
the  prevention  of  the  trade  of  the  subject 
with  either  of  the  belligerent  nations ;  that 
it  was  no  subject  of  complaint  against  a 
neutral  government  that  its  subjects  sup- 
plied either  of  the  contending  parties  with 
those  articles  which  were  deemed  con- 
traband in  war,  or  that  they  let  their 
vessels  be  employed  as  transports,  or  for 
the  conveyance  of  stores,  but  that  the 
law  of  nations  had  provided  a  remedy  for 
this  without  bringing  the  belligerent  and 
neutral  powers  into  contact,  by  giving  to 
the  belligerent  the  right  of  blockade  and 
search,  and  of  confiscating  any  property 
and  vessels  engaged  in  such  contraband 
commerce;  that  it  remained,  therefore, 
with  the  belligerent  to  intercept  them  on 
their  passage,  and  all  that  was  required  of 
the  neutral  Government  was,  that  it 
should  not  interfere  for  the  protection  of 
its  subjects  against  the  penalties  which 
the  belligerent  Government  might  think 
proper  to  impose.  The  noble  Duke,  too, 
spoke  of  this  ar  if  all  the  assistance 
given  by  British  subjects  was  g^ven  to  one 
side  in  preference  to  the  other.  Now  the 
fact  was,  that  the  advantages  resulting 
from  this  assistance  were  enjoyed  by  both 
parties.  There  was  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  this  was  the  case.  Fortified, 
therefore,  as  he  was,  with  the  conscious- 
ness of  having  acted  with  the  roost  upright 
intentions,  and  fortified  as  he  was,  in 
every  stage  of  the  proceeding,  with  the 
best  legal  advice  that  could  be  obtained— 
and  that,  too,  from  a  quarter  certainly  not 
disposed  improperlv  to  favour  the  present 
Administration  — >  fortified,  as  he  would 
say,  by  the  opinions  of  a  gentleman  so 
distinguished  for  his  knowledge  of  the 
law  of  nations  as  the  eminent  individnal 
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who  held  the  office  of  Adtocate-General, 
he  sabmitted  to  their  Lordships,  that  the 
noble  Duke  had  failed  io  making  out  his 
case.  He  submitted,  that  the  charge 
brought  against  him  by  the  noble  Duke,  of 
infringing  the  neutrality  of  this  country 
had  miled.  Probably  had  the  alleged 
breach  of  neutrality  been  a  breach  more 
congenial  to  the  views  of  the  noble  Duke — 
had  the  Government  interfered  in  favour 
of  Don  Miguel — probably  their  Lordships 
would  never  have  heard  any  such  com- 
plaint. He  certainly  took  a  very  different 
view  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Portugal 
to  that  taken  by  the  noble  Duke.  Under 
all  the  circumstances,  he  had  considered 
it  his  duty  to  himself  and  others,  not  to 
interfere  in  the  struggle  now  going  on  in 
Portugal,  though  he  certainly  thought 
that  he  should  have  been  justified  in  so 
doing,  had  he  considered  it  expedient. 
With  regard  to  the  present  expedition 
under  the  command  of  a  very  distinguished 
officer,  he  must  say  the  noble  Duke  ap- 
peared to  be  much  better  informed  upon 
the  subject  than  he  was  as  to  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  force,  and  where  it  was 
to  proceed.  He  had  certainly  heard  from 
public  rumour  of  the  intended  expedition. 
The  noble  Duke  might  be  correct ;  but  he 
certainly  did  not  know,  till  he  was  in- 
formed by  the  noble  Duke  that  night,  of 
the  particulars  which  he  stated.  He  had 
heara  nothing  of  the  assemblage  of  those 
vessels,  or  of  the  amount  of  their  force, 
their  munition  or  troops ;  of  all  these  he 
was  in  perfect  ignorance  till  he  was  in- 
formed of  them  by  the  noble  Duke.  All 
that  he  knew  was  by  public  rumour,  that 
such  an  expedition  had  sailed  from  Fal- 
mouth. The  noble  Duke  had  hinted, 
that  it  was  far  from  improbable,  that  the 
officers  on  the  spot  had  refrained  from 
giving  information  to  the  Government 
which  they  believed  would  prove  disagree- 
able. It  certainly  was  any  thing  but  a 
compliment  to  the  officers  of  the  army 
or  navy,  who,  he  believed,  were  men  far 
too  honourable  to  refrain  from  giving  that 
information  to  Government  which  it  was 
their  duty  to  send,  from  any  such  un- 
worthy motives.  But  it  appeared  at  least, 
that  the  persons  so  supposed  by  the  noble 
Duke  to  withhold  information  from  the 
Government  lest  it  should  be  displeasing 
to  them,  seemed  at  least  very  desirous 
to  obtain  favour  by  communicating  it  to 
another  quarter,  where  they  knew  it  would 
prove  agreeable,    Tl{e  noble  Duke  had 


complained,  that  Captain  Napier  had  not 
been  yet  dismissed,  though  he  gave  the 
Government  credit  for  dismissing  Captain 
Sartorius.  But  the  noble  Duke  had  not 
taken  into  consideration  that  Captain 
Napier  could  not  be  dismissed  till  the 
complaint  came  before  the  Admiralty  in  a 
specific  shape.  The  last  act  of  Captain 
Napier,  of  which  he  had  any  formal  know- 
ledge was,  an  application  made  by  him  to 
the  Admiralty  on  the  19th  of  May,  re- 
questing to  know  whether  an  out-pension 
which  he  received  from  Greenwich  Hospi- 
tal, in  consequence  of  some  severe  wounds 
which  he  had  received,  would  be  con- 
tinued to  him,  notwithstanding  his  en- 
gaging in  active  service?  The  reply 
made  by  the  Admiralty  was,  that  the  pen. 
ston  would  not  be  stopped  on  the  assur- 
ance that  he  was  to  be  engaged  only  in 
the  active  service  of  his  Majesty.  With 
regard  to  the  other  officer.  Captain  Sar- 
torius, he  was  not  dismissed  until  he  had 
actually  been  known  to  tread  the  quarter- 
deck of  one  of  Don  Pedro's  vessels,  as  a 
Commander  in  his  service.  Now,  if  it 
appeared  that  Captain  Napier  had  gone 
out  to  command  an  expedition  on  behalf 
of  a  Foreign  Power,  without  permission 
from  his  Majesty,  he  had,  by  so  doing, 
infringed  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  had 
been  guilty  of  disobedience  and  breach  of 
discipline,' and  would  be  dismissed  from 
his  Majesty's  service.  When  the  case  came 
before  the  Admiralty  in  an  authentic 
manner,  he  had  no  doubt  they  would  per- 
form their  duty  in  a  manner  consistent 
with  the  interests  of  the  service.  Until 
the  case  was  so  brought  before  them,  the 
recommendation  of  the  noble  Duke,  was 
premature.  He  did  not  know,  that  any- 
thing more  was  necessary  from  him  in 
answer  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
Duke,  in  order  to  refute  the  charge,  for 
charge  it  was  —or  to  prevent  the  censure, 
for  censure  it  was,  and  as  censure  it  was 
intended  by  the  noble  Duke.  He  trusted 
that  he  had  sufficiently  defended  himself, 
and  shown  that  the  Government  had  done 
nothing  inconsistent  with  its  own  charac- 
ter, or  the  obligations  and  honour  of  the 
country.  He  had  preserved  a  strict  neu- 
trality, without  partiality.  The  noble 
Duke  had  adverted  to  Spain ;  and,  in  the 
first  place,  he  stated  there  was  no  doubt 
that  we  had  broken  our  engagements  with 
Spain.  Now  he  really  thought,  it  would 
more  have  become  the  high  station  which 
the  qoble  Duke  held  in  this  country,  if 
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*hc  had  evinced  something  more  of  he- 
sitation on  a  question  which  involved,  not 
only  the  character  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, but  the  character  of  the  country  it- 
self. In  opposition  to  this  charge,  he 
stated  most  distinctly,  that  this  country 
had  broken  no  engagement  with  Spain. 
He  would  not  retort  by  saying  in  what 
manner  Spain  had  acted ;  but  he  did 
maintain,  that  he  had  done  all  that  was 
necessary  to  support  the  honour  and  in- 
tegrity of  his  Majesty's  Government.  He 
asserted  positively,  that  this  country  had 
^iven  Spain  no  cause  of  complaint.  He 
had  pursued  the  line  dictated  by  policy, 
justice,  and  duty ;  and  he  trusted  it  would 
never  be  said,  that  during  the  time  he  held 
the  hi^h  situation  which  his  Majesty  had 
confided  to  him,  that  he  or  any  of  his 
colleagues  had  repaid  that  confidence  by 
reflecting  a  stain  upon  the  honour  of  the 
country.  The  noble  Duke  had  said,  that 
the  present  policy  of  this  country  would 
lead  to  a  civil  war  in  Spain  ;  but  which, 
he  asked,  was  more  likely  to  lead  to  a 
civil  war  in  that  country,  the  establishment 
of  Don  Miguel  or  of  Donna  Maria  on 
the  throne  of  Portugal?  He  contended 
that  there  was  more  danger  of  that  kind 
to  be  anticipated  from  the  success  of  Don 
Miguel  than  from  that  of  Donna  Maria. 
Was  not  the  noble  Duke  aware  that  in 
Spain  also  there  was  an  appearance  of  a 
disputed  succession  on  the  death  of  the 
present  king  ?  Did  he  not  know,  that  Don 
Carlos  had  formally  protested  his  determin- 
ation to  claim  the  succession  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  king's  infant  daughter,  and  that 
a  very  large  and  influential  party  in  Spain 
favoured  his  designs.  For  that,  at  least, 
the  noble  Duke  could  not  say,  that  the 
policy  of  this  country  was  responsible. 
The  noble  Duke  had  said,  that  if  the  cause 
of  Donna  Maria  should  be  finally  suc- 
cessful, it  would  owe  its  triumph  to  foreign 
troops  and  mercenaries.  This  was  impos- 
sible; for  unless  Donna  Maria  were 
supported  by  a  large  majority  of  the  Portu- 
guese people,  it  was  utterly  impossible 
that  foreign  mercenaries  should  succeed 
in  placing  or  in  maintaining  her  on  the 
Throne  of  Portugal.  There  had  been 
great  exaggeration  on  this  subject.  He 
did  not  believe  the  whole  of  the  foreign 
troops  in  Don  Pedro's  service  exceeded 
three  thousand,  which  could  not  be  n 
third  part  of  those  now  employed  in 
defence  of  Oporto ;  and  the  noble  Duke 
must  know,  that  the  most  important  points 


of  defence  were  confided  by  Don  Pedro  t6 
native  troops.  He  trusted  that  he  fatd 
fully  satisfied  the  House,  that  the  ttoble 
Duke  had  not  made  out  a  case  fbr  cMting 
blame  on  his  Majesty'b  MInisteni,  end  he 
therefore  called  on  their  Lordships  to  give 
a  decided  negative  to  the  noble  I>oke's 
Motion. 

The  £arl  o( AberdMnisM^  their  Lofd* 
ships  had  just  heard  the  answer  of  the 
noble  Earl  to  the  charges  which  his  noble 
fViend  had  brought  agatnsi  bis  Majesty's 
Ministers  for  havmg  systematically  violated 
trestles  and  the  laws  of  netitrality ;  and 
also  for  a  manifest  violation  of  the  laws  ef 
nations  and  of  the  established  laws  of  this 
country.  Those  charges  htd  been  brought 
forward  clearly  and  distinctly,  and  were 
founded  upon  facts  which  were  notorious 
and  irrefragable.  So  clearly  had  the 
case  been  made  out,  that  he  felt  called 
upon  to  apologize  to  their  Lordships  fbr 
recurring  to  propositions  the  truth  of  which 
had  been  fully  established;  but,  having 
had  occasion  frequently  to  bring  the 
state  of  Portugal  under  the  notice  of  their 
Lordships,  he  might,  perhaps,  be  allowed 
to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  a  subject 
which  involved  so  much  of  British  interests. 
Before  he  proceeded  further,  he  wished  to 
correct  a  misapprehension  into  which  the 
noble  Earl  had  fallen  with  regard  to  one 
point  in  the  noble  Duke's  speech.  His 
noble  friend  never  attempted  to  maintain, 
that  this  country  was  bound  on  all  occa- 
sions, whether  just  or  unjust,  to  interfere 
on  behalf  of  Portugal ;  but  this  country 
was  bound  by  solemn  treaties  to 
mediate  on  belialf  of  Portugal  with 
any  enemy  she  might  have  to  contend 
with.  This  mediation,  England  was 
bound  to  aflbrd  whenever  the  coon- 
try  was  called  upon  by  Portugal ;  and  yet 
what  had  his  Majesty's  Ministers  done 
last  year  to  fulfil  the  obligations  of  these 
treaties,  when  a  French  fleet  had  entered 
the  Tagus  for  the  purpose  of  enfbrcing 
certain  demands  upon  Portngai?  His 
Majesty's  Government  were  frequently  ep* 
plied  to,  and  their  mediation  widi  the 
French  Government  sought  for  in  Tain. 
Notwithstanding  the  repeated  appKca* 
tions  made  by  the  Portuguese  Gkrvern- 
ment,  and  made  too  under  the  obligations 
of  the  Treaty  of  1661,  and  sabMi«ent 
treaties,  there  was  no  answer  retomed  by 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  until  the  French 
fleet  had  actually  left  the  Tagus ;  and  this 
neglect  was  on  the  part  of  the  GorersHnent 
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<^  thti  counliy,  which  was  botind  in  the 
words  of  the  Treaty  to  protect  the  in- 
terests of  Portugal  by  sea  and  by  land, 
just  as  we  would  protect  oorown  inter- 
ests. It  should  also  be  remembered 
that  Portugal  did  not  refuse  to  give 
redress  tu  France,  but  she  proposed  to  go 
into  a  settlement  of  the  claim ;  and  yet  it 
was  under  these  oircumstances  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  refused  to  accede  to  the 
just  and  rsasonable  request  of  the  Por- 
tuguese Qovernmcnt.  60  much  for 
that  part  of  the  subject.  Their  Lordships 
would  probably  recolleot  that  so  long  ago 
as  December,  1831,  when  a  reinforcement 
for  Donna  Maria  had  sailed  from  this 
country,  he  took  the  liberty  of  asking  in 
that  House  whether  it  was  the  intention 
of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  to  dispense  with 
the  Foreign  Enlistment  Bill,  and  was  an- 
swered by  the  noble  Earl,  who  said,  that  he 
felt  it  his  duty,  without  reference  to  the 
poltey  of  that  Act,  to  enforce  its  provisions 
fairly  whilst  it  remained  in  the  Statute 
Book,  and  he  (the  Earl  of  Aberdeen),  hav- 
ing received  that  assurance,  fully  relied 
upon  seeing  the  Act  put  fairly  and  impar- 
tially into  execution. 

Earl  Orey  was  understood,  in  explana- 
tion! to  deny  that  he  had  ever  pledged 
himself  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the 
Enlistment  Bill,  particularly  in  respect  to 
Portugal,  or  that  he  had  taken  upon  him- 
self the  responsibility  of  putting  it  into 
operation.  What  he  said  was,  that  as  long 
as  it  remained  on  the  Statute-book  it 
ou^ht  to  be  obeyed  by  all  his  Majesty's 
subjeots* 

The  Earl  of  Abtrdeen  had  a  perfect  re- 
collection of  the  words  used  by  the  noble 
Earl,  which  he  took  down  at  the  time,  and 
from  these  expressions  he  actually  inferred 
that  the  duty  of  enforcing  the  Foreign 
Enlistment  Bill  would  be  undertaken  by 
bis  Majesty's  Ministers.  However  that 
waSf  he  now  knew  that  that  duty  had  not 
been  performed.  That  Act  was  violated 
everyday,  as  appeared  by  statements  from 
all  parts  of  the  country.  The  noble  Earl, 
he  believed,  bad  odd  notions  with  regard 
to  newspapers,  and  he  (the  Earl  of  Aber- 
been)  was  quite  aware  that  their  statements 
could  not  be  reoeived  as  official  or 
authentic  ;  but  the  noble  Earl  would  prob- 
ably wish  to  have  it  inferred  that  state* 
ments  appearing  in  newspapers  were  fr6tn 
that  circumstance  necessarily  untrue. 
This  was  not  the  case;  and  when  he  found 
otccumsta&tial  details  given  daily  of  hostile 


armaments  fitted  out  in  several  of  the  ports 
of  England  he  could  not  avoid  saying,  that 
he  believed  those  statements  unless  they 
were  formally  contradicted.  He,  however, 
would  refer  to  the  latest  intelligence  which 
he  had  seen  of  the  last  expedition  which 
went  to  the  assistance  of  Don  Pedro. 
Last  week  only  in  a  letter,  dated  the  28th 
of  May,  from  Falmouth,  this  information 
was  communicated  to  the  public : — *  This 
afternoon  the  reinforcements  for  the 
constitutional  cause  in  Portugal  left  this 
port  to  join  the  forces  in  Oporto.  The 
Birmingham  steamer  .sailed  with  350 
English  troops,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Dodgin ;  the  Britannia  steamer, 
with  256  volunteers,  comprising  Poles, 
Germans  and  French,  under  Uie  com- 
mend of  General  Moura  and  the  Polish 
Colonel  Suer ;  and  the  City  of  Water* 
ford  steamer,  with  200  seamen  for  the 
fleet.  The  personages  accompanying'  this 
additional  force  are  the  Marquess  Palmel- 
la  who  proceeds  again  to  Oporto,  to  enter 
upon  the  functions  of  office ;  Captain 
Napier,  C.  B.,  for  the  purpose  of  succeed- 
ing Admiral  Sartorius  in  the  command 
of  the  squadron,  and  J.  Y.  Mendizabel, 
Esq.  one  of  the  agents  of  Don  Pedro. 
The  presence  of  the  troops  in  our  town 
has  occasioned  an  unusual  degree  of 
bustle,  their  appearance  was  generally 
good,  and  in  point  of  discipline,  they 
appeared  to  understand  the  requisites  of 
a  soldier  by  strictly  observing  it.  The 
vessels  are  well  stocked  with  stores  and 
provisions— in  fact  with  all  the  essentials 
of  an  entire  expedition  rather  than  a 
reinforcement.  To  supply  the  future 
wants  of  the  army,  there  are  a  number 
of  vessels  about  to  leave  Cork  with  pro- 
visions, so  as  to  prevent  their  entire  de- 
pendence on  success  or  speculators.  A 
considerable  quantity  of  gold  has  been 
shipped  on  board  these  steamers,  which 
is  to  be  solely  applicable  to  the  objects 
of  the  expedition;  therefore  it  may  be 
expected  that  shortly  some  very  decisive 
and  efficient  blow  will  be  struck.'  As 
the  noble  Earl  was  so  unacquainted  with 
these  matters,  he  would  give  him  some 
more  information.  He  would  inform  the 
noble  Earl  of  the  force  which  had  left  this 
country  during  the  last  three  months  to 
join  Don  Pedro.  The  noble  Earl  read 
something  like  the  following  list: — On 
the  last  day  of  February  the  Lard  of  the 
hUu  steamer  sailed  from  Falmouth  for 
OportOy  with  350  English;  on  March  3nd| 
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the  Britannia  steamer  sailed  from  Deal 
with  300  English  to  the  same  deatioation; 
on  March  13tb,  the  St.  George  left 
Gravesend  with  400  Frenchmen  and  other 
foreigners,  who  had  been  brought  to  this 
country  from  Boulogne  in  the  Wellington 
steamer,  and  were  re-shipped  at  Gravesend ; 
on  March  22nd,  the  Mercury  left  Graves- 
end with  500  English  ;  on  May  4th,  the 
Lord  Cochrane  sailed  from  Deal  with  520 
French  ;  on  May  4th  also,  the  William 
the  Fourth  steamer  sailed  from  Rochfort 
with  600  French;  on  May  25th,  the  Bri- 
tiinnia  sailed  from  Falmouth  with  270 
foreigners  collected  from  all  nations.  Then 
there  was  the  Birmingham  steamer  which 
took  out  350  men,  and  the  City  of  Water- 
ford,  to  which  he  had  already  referred, 
with  200  English.  Other  vessels  had  l6ft 
the  smaller  ports  of  France  with  500  men 
more.  There  were  two  battalions  now 
ready  to  sail  from  France^  which  would 
make  the  whole  expedition  of  Captain 
Napier  amount  to  1,000  men.  On  the 
whole  there  had  left  the  ports  of  England 
and  France  during  the  last  three  months 
no  less  than  1 ,750  English,  and  at  least 
3,000  foreigners,  to  join  Don  Pedro.  He 
included  in  that  statement  the  last  expedi- 
tion which  had  sailed  under  Captain 
Napier.  These  things  could  not  be  secret. 
If  they  were,  was  the  conduct  of  the  Mar- 
quess Palmella  a  secret  ?  Were  his  inter- 
views at  the  Foreign  Office  unknown  to 
the  noble  Earl?  Was  Captain  Napier's 
sailing  in  conjunction  with  the  Marquess 
a  secret  ?  He  understood  that  no  secret 
whatever  was  made  of  the  expedition— 
that  it  was  talked  of  with  as  much  open- 
ness and  publicity  as  if  it  had  been  an 
expedition  fitted  out  by  our  own  Govern- 
ment. But  there  was  another  case  more 
striking  still,  it  was  an  ingenious  contriv- 
ance for  adding  to  the  forces  of  Don 
Pedro,  an  account  of  which  he  found  in 
The  Globe  of  May  14th.     It  was  this:— 

*  Saturday,  and  several  days  last  week, 

*  detachments  of  recruits  have  been  sent 

*  by  the  agents  of  Don  Pedro  to  Gravesend 

*  to  embark  on  board  of  the  Lord  of  the 

*  Ides  steamer,   lying  there,  bound   for 

*  Oporto.     The  men,  as  soon  as  received 
'  on  board,  are  provided  with  clothing  and 

*  accoutrements.     A  number  of  men  from 
'  St.  Margaret's  and  St.  Martin's  parishes 

*  have  volunteered  to  enter   the  service. 

*  The  agents  of  Don  Pedro  have  engaged 

*  a  brig,  lying  about  fifteen  miles  below 
'  Gravesendj  to  receive  troops ;  and  thie 


'  vessel,  as  well  as  the  Lord  of  the  Jdu, 
*  is  expected  to  leave  the  river  for  Oporto 
<  the  latter  end  of  the  week.'  He  ahoidd 
like  to  know  if  the  Secretary  of  State  lor 
the  Home  Department,  in  whose  depart- 
raent  this  was,  knew  anything  of  this  para* 
graph  in  the  newspaper;  had  it  the  least 
foundation  ?  He  had  inquired  into  it,  and 
found  certainly  that  it  was  at  least  paitlj 
true.  It  appeared,  also,  that'there*was  t 
number  of  able-bodied  paupers  from  the 
parishes  of  St.  Margaret  and  St.  Martin  wlio 
were  accompanied  on  board  Don  Pedio^s 
vessels  by  the  parish  officers,  whogaye  them 
1 0«.  apiece  to  get  rid  of  them.  There  was  no 
affectation  even  of  secrecy  here.  The 
noble  Lord  might  refuse  to  enforce  the 
Foreign  Enlistment  Act  against  those  per- 
sons, but  he  would  ask  whether  it  was 
right  that  the  parish  officers  should  become 
crimps  to  Don  Pedro.  It  was  carrying 
the  matter  a  little  too  far  to  make  them 
levy  troops  for  his  service.  No  penon 
could  doubt  that  the  Government  mast 
have  known  of  this.  It  had  been  broagfat  I 
under  its  notice  by  the  Spanish  Ambassa- 
dor, who  had  remonstrated  against  it,  bat 
his  remonstrance  was  not  attended  to. 
'Was  this  neutrality?  The  conduct  of 
Ministers  was  most  unfair  towards  Spain. 
That  country  had  suffered  great  injustice, 
for  she  had  abandoned  the  right  of  inter- 
ference with  Portugal  in  consequence  of 
the  solemn  pledge  eiven  by  this  Govern- 
ment that'  it  would  observe  a  strict  nea- 
trality.  Would  any  roan  attempt  to  say, 
that  these  expeditions  were^olerated,  and 
yet  that  this  country  had  preserved  her 
neutrality?  It  was  impossible,  as  was  said, 
that  our  Constitution  should  not  provide 
means  to  prevent  such  outrages  as  these. 
If  it  did  not,  it  would  be  a  curse  to  oor- 
selves,  and  the  rest  of  mankind.  If  the 
Jews  and  jobbers  of  London  oouM  carry 
on  war  against  a  foreign  nation  **tf  they 
could  levy  troops  and  send  them  abroad 
uncbeck^  to  commit  robbery  and  murder 
— if  it  were  said,  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  country  did  not  allow  the  Government 
to  prevent  that,  either  that  Constittttion 
was  a  curse,  or  the  assertion  was  a  libel  on 
it,  for  it  would  make  us  unable  to  keep  up 
any  peaceable  relations  with  civiliaedstates. 
But  the  assertion  was  not  true.  That  was 
neither  law  nor  common  senRe.  He  be- 
lieved he  should  not  be  contradicted  when 
he  stated,  that  the  treaties  entered  into  by 
this  country  formed  part  of  the  law  of  the 
land ;  wi  he  had  the  opinion  of  Lord 
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Stowell  for  aaiertiog  that  it  was  a  vblatioD 
of  treaties  and  of  the  laws  of  nations  for  a 
neutral  power  to  allow  men  and  arms  to 
be  shipped  in  her  ports  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  either  of  the  belligerentSi 

Earl  Qrey  inquired,  if  the  noble  Earl 
quoted  a  judgment  of  Lord  Stowell's,  or 
merely  referred  to  a  speech  delivered  in 
that  House,  which  could  not  have  been 
reported  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
himself.  The  Duke  said,  that  the  opinion 
o{|Lord  Stoweli  which  was  quoted,  had 
been  delivered  in  that  House,  and  was  not 
a  judgment. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen:  Would  the  noble 
Earl  say,  then,  that  Sir  William  Scott 
would  give  a  different  opinion  in  Parlia- 
ment from  that  which  he  would  deliver 
from  the  Bench?  The  noble  Earl  had 
already  eulogised  Sir  William  Scott,  not 
only  on  account  of  his  talents,  but  on  ac- 
count of  his  great  and  unsullied  integrity. 
To  htm  it  was  quite  immaterial  where  Lord 
Stoweli  had  delivered  his  opinion.  That 
opinion  would  have  the  same  weight  with 
him  whether  delivered  on  the  bench  or  in 
Parliament.  By  him,  and  he  was  sure  by 
their  Lordships,  such  an  opinion  would  be 
held  in  the  same  high  estimation  whether 
delivered  in  one  place  or  the  other.  In 
coming  down  to  the  House*he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  hear,  that  such  expeditions  as  he 
had  referred  to  could  be  tolerated  without 
a  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  or  that 
the  Government  were  not  bound  in  duty 
to  prevent  them.  He  would  go  further  and 
say,  that  it  was  not  only  the  duty  of  Go- 
vernment to  prevent  them,  but  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government,  on  this  occasion, 
to  give  the  Spanish  government  a  proof  of 
their  sincerity  by  issuing  a  Proclamation 
recalling  from  Oporto  all  the  British  sub* 
jects  in  the  service  of  Don  Pedro.  This 
course  would  have  satisfied  the  Spanish 
government  even  though  it  were  ineffectual, 
but  he  did  not  believe  it  would  be  ineffec- 
tual. But  the  noble  Earl  would  not  issue 
such  a  Proclamatbn,  because  his  wishes 
were  all  in  fiivour  of  interference.  His 
Majesty's  Ministers  ought  to  have  pursued 
the  course  towards  Portugal  which  had 
been  observed  towards  Turkey  at  the  time 
of  the  war  in  Greece.  The  Government 
of  that  day  had  done  its  duty,  and  pub- 
lished a  Proclamation  recalling  all  its 
subjects  from  Greece  as  well  as  from 
Turkey.  The  noble  Earl  said,  such  a  Pro- 
clamation would  be  of  no  use  because  the 
people  were  warmly  attached  tQ  ^a  cause 


of  Don  Pedro,  but  whether  a  Proclamation 
were  to  operate  or  not,  it  ought,  he  con- 
tended, to  have  been  issued.  It  was  due 
to  Spain,  and  if  issued  would  remove  all 
suspicion  of  insincerity  on  the  part  of  this 
Cabinet.  The  noble  Earl  had  refened  to 
the  instructions  which  had  been  sent  to  the 
British  Admiral  commanding  at  Lisbon, 
in  order  to  show  the  desire  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  preserve  neutrality.  He  did  not 
deny  the  authenticity  of  the  instructions, 
nor  did  he  doubt  the  honour  or  impartiality 
of  Admiral  Parker.  He  also  admittea 
that  upon  the  receipt  of  these  instructions 
the  British  squadron  left  theTagus  accord- 
ing to  the  wish  of  the  Portuguese  govern- 
ment ;  but  the  squadron  soon  afterwards 
returned,  and  was  now  in  military  posses- 
sion of  the  port  of  Lisbon.  The  pretext 
for  that  was  the  murder  of  the  servant  of 
Lord  William  Russell ;  but  he  was  not  a 
British  subject,  and  was  not  exclusively 
the  servant  of  that  noble  Lord.  The  man 
was  a  Spaniard,  and  was  a  porter  at  the 
house  where  Lord  William  Russell  lodged. 
If  anybody  had  a  right  to  complain,  it  was 
the  king  of  Spain  (for  the  man  was  his 
subject)  and  not  the  Government  of  Eng- 
land. That,  however,  was  made  the  pre- 
text for  our  fleet  resuming  military  poraes- 
sion  of  the  port  of  Lisbon.  The  British 
forces  had  no  right  to  be  there.  He  could 
understand  what  the  sending  of  an  arma- 
ment meant,  if  the  safety  of  British  sub- 
jects was  in  danger,  but  he  certainly  could 
not  admit,  that  sending  out  a  squadron  to 
intimidate  a  struggling  government  was 
either  a  just  or  a  warrantable  interference, 
when  no  injury  whatever  could  be  appre- 
hended to  the  subjects  of  this  realm.  In 
his  opmion  it  would  have  been  much  wiser 
and  better  policy  if,  instead  of  sending  a 
fleet  to  Portugal,  line-of-batUe  ships  bad 
been  stationed  in  the  Levant  or  the  Medi- 
terranean to  protect  our  interests  in  the 
East.  Not  a  single  ship  of  war  belonging 
to  this  country  was  to  be  found  in  those 
seas ;  and,  instead  of  attending  to  our  own 
interests,  the  afiairs  of  the  East  were  left 
to  be  settled  by  the  French  and  Russians. 
This  was  not  as  it  should  be,  nor  was  it 
maintaining  the  honour  and  character  of 
the  English  nation  as  they  ought  to  have 
been  upheld  by  the  Government.  But 
the  policy  adopted  with  regard  to  Portugal 
was  most  improper,  to  say  the  least  of  it; 
and  had  not  our  Consul  at  Lisbon,  though 
invested  with  no  diplomatic  character,  and 
possessing  no  peculiar  priTil^esi  but  sab* 
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jtci,  like  all  other  ordinary  persons  to  the 
laws  of  the  country,  assumed  to  himself 
the  use  of  language  that  was  unknown  to 
and  would  hardly  be  tolerated  in  any 
British  Ambassador  at  the  court  of  a 
friendly  State  ?  In  fact,  he  had  assumed 
the  language  of  a  Roman  Proconsul  rather 
than  that  of  a  servant  of  the  English  Go- 
vernment. But  did  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters suppose,  that  this  indefinite  state  of 
things  could  much  longer  continue  ?  So 
far  from  finding  fault  with  the  recognition 
of  Don  Miguel,  a  noble  Lord  in  another 
place,  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
had,  when  a  protocol  on  the  subject  was 
under  discussion  in  1830  declared  that  his 
recognition  had  been  too  long  delayed. 
The  circumstances  then  and  now  were, 
however,  different;  but  it  was  possible  that 
the  same  result  might  have  been  arrived 
at  sooner.  At  the  period  to  which  he  (the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen)  alluded,  there  was  a 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  renewing  the  rela* 
tions  between  the  two  countries.  The 
cause  of  the  delay  he  had  already 
explained)  and  he  had  now  merely 
to  add,  that  it  arose  out  of  the  de- 
pendence that  was  placed  upon  a  declara- 
tion made  by  the  Brazilian  government, 
that  it  wished  to  bring  about  a  satisfactory 
adjustment  of  the  existing  disputes  by 
conciliatory  means.  It  was  only  when  the 
government  was  convinced  of  the  duplicity, 
of  the  bad  faith,  of  the  falsehood,  of  the 
Brasilian  government  in  its  negotiations 
on  this  subject,  that  the  Government  could 
think  of  avoiding  delay.  Till  that  convic- 
.tiDO  was  obtained,  they  could  not  recog- 
nise Don  Miguel.  The  instant  it  was 
found  that  no  dependence  was  to  be  placed 
upon  the  Brazilian  government,  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  felt  convinced,  that  they 
could  not  in  justice  and  in  honour  allow 
matters  to  remain  in  the  situation  in  which 
they  then  were.  But  now  it  was  under- 
stood, that  the  present  government  of  Por- 
tugal was  to  be  driven  from  Lisbon,  and 
that  a  new  govarnment  was  to  be  estab- 
lished there.  If  he  were  rightly  informed, 
it  was  intended  to  establish  a  regency  on 
behalf  of  Queen  Donna  Maria,  with  the 
Marquess  of  Palmella  and  a  council  at  its 
head(  and  if  this  was  the  fact,  all  he 
cottld  say  was,  that  such  a  project  clearly 
evinced  an  entire  ignorance  of  the  state  of 

(arties  and  of  public  feeling  in  Portugal, 
t  was  idle  to  suppose,  that  such  an  alliance 
could  ever  exist ;  and  if  the  piratical  war 
BOW  OMBryiof  on  from  Oporto  were  to  be 


successful,  it  was  clear  that  power  wCHild 
be  transferred  into  the  hands  of  a  eel  of 
men  who  had  always  been  the  bHtereH 
enemies  of  this  country.  They  wenr  the 
same  persons  who  had  directed  the  Revo- 
lution»  and  who  had  evinced  such  hoatitity 
and  insolence  as  to  lead  Lord  Ca«ti«reagk 
and  Mr.  Canning  to  decline  holdiiig  any 
communication  with  them.  Notbiog  was 
more  hopeless,  than  that  sucb  a  govern- 
ment, if  established  in  Portugal,-  ahould 
be  favourable  to  the  interests  of  Uus 
country ;  and  the  only  effeot  it  ooukl 
have,  would  be  to  increase  the  infloeoec  ef 
France  at  the  expense  of  Engiaod.  As  a 
Portuguese  question,  the  oontett  would 
long  since  baye  been  settled ;  tf  not  inter- 
fered with  by  others,  Don  Pedro  would 
have  had  no  chance  of  auocess.  Doa 
Miguel,  as  king  of  Portugal,  had  no  more 
to  fear  from  domestic  hostility  thmn  any 
sovereign  of  Europe.  There  had  not 
been  an  individual  of  any  consequence 
throughout  the  kingdom  who  bad  joined 
Don  Pedro  since  he  took  possession  of 
Oporto.  There  had  not  been  any  dis- 
turbance, nor  any  symptom  of  dissatisfac- 
tion throughout  Portugal  to  show  that  the 
government  of  Don  Miguel  was  not  liked. 
It  was  indisputably  proved,  that  nine-tenths 
of  the  people  of  Portugal  were  favourable 
to  Don  Miguel.  He  repeated,  therefore, 
that  Don  Pedro  had  no  hold  of  Portugal, 
and  that  his  cause  was  only  supported  by 
the  foreigners,  whose  services  were  par- 
chased  by  gold.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
of  what  the  combined  arms  of  England 
and  France  could  accomplish ;  but  that 
those  men,  those  patriots,  as  they  weie 
called,  could  be  considered  as  forming  a 
party  in  Portugal,  he  most  positively  de- 
nied. The  fact  was  not  so  s  they  consti- 
tuted no  P&rty  in  that  country,  and  he 
would  defy  any  man  to  maintain  the 
proposition*  But  they  were  to  look  at  the 
effects  of  this  contest,  not  as  it  regarded 
Portugal  alone,  but  as  it  might  affect  the 
Continent  of  Europe  generally*  Tbe 
policy  of  this  country  ought  to  have  been 
to  unite  this  kingdom  and  that  of  Portugal 
in  the  closest  bonds  of  friendship,  and  that 
was  the  object  for  which  tbe  glorious 
achievements  of  his  noble  friend  had  been 
aocomplished  s  but  had  this  policy 
pursued  ?  The  valour  of  his  nobis 
had  obtained  that  incalculable  advantage, 
he  abolition  of  the  fiimily  compact  in 
Spain }  but  had  not  the  French  govern^ 
ment  lateljTy  in  despite  or  io  iguomwu  of 


«»T 


BelAtkmi  with 


{JaHE^) 


Portvgat, 


676 


the  treaty  of  1814,  made  demands  on 
Spain  founded  upon  the  atsamed  existence 
of  the  family  compaet,  which  furnished  a 
tolerably  accurate  specimen  of  what  might 
be  expected  from  our  new  ally?  Bat  was 
this  the  way  to  treat  the  Spanish  govern^ 
ment,  or  was  it  commonly  politic  to  inspire 
that  country  with  distrust,  apprehension, 
and  dread,  at  a  period  most  favourable  to 
the  establishment  of  advantageous  rela« 
ttons  with  Great  Britain  ?  It  had  not  only 
ever  been  the  policy  to  cultivate  the 
friendly  relations  with  Spain ;  but  he  would 
venture  to  say,  that  the  period  to  which 
these  proceedings  referred,  was  an  oppor^ 
tunity  for  establishing  the  most  favourable 
relations  with  that  country  that  had  ever 
presented  itself  to  the  British  Government. 
Notwithstanding  every  disposition  shown 
by  the  enlightened  ministry  at  the  head 
of  the  Spanish  gfovemment  of  late  years, 
and  which*  manifested  that  there  was 
nothing  that  was  not  incompatible  with 
the  dignity  of  that  country  which  might 
not  have  Iwen  obtained  by  the  English 
nationi  all  hopes  for  sueh  a  happy  result 
were  now  destroyed,  and  that,  toot  by  a 
policy  in  support  of  a  conflict  which,  even 
if  successful,  would  prove  most  hostile  to 
this  nation.  He  would  not  enter  into  the 
case  of  Holland — it  was  enough  to  know 
that  this  country,  by  her  policy  with  re* 
ference  to  that  nation,  had  alienated  the 
afftctions  of  the  illustrious  family  presiding 
over  her  destinies,  and  had  made  the 
British  name  a  subject  of  loathing  and 
execration ;  and  he  thought  that  perse- 
verance in  the  same  line  would  produce  a 
similar  ^fbct  as  regarded  Portugal.  It 
was  impossible  for  any  man  to  view  the 
present  situation  of  the  relations  between 
this  country  and  Portugal  and  Holland 
without  feelings  of  sympathy,  and  he 
could  not  help  figuring  to  himself  what 
must  be  the  feelings  of  his  noble  friend 
near  him  (the  Duke  of  Wellington),  when 
hia  noble  firiead  now  rsgarded  the  condi- 
tion of  those  two  countries,  which  he  had 
so  long  and  so  anxioasly  endeavoured 
to  protect  from  foreign  interference, 
and  in  which  endeavour  he  was  so  pre- 
eminently  aoccessful.  It  was  true,  that 
the  great  achievements  of  his  noble  friend 
would  ever  remain,  and  secure  to  him  the 
permanent  gratitude  of  his  country,  and 
the  adrntiation  of  Europe,  and  of  all  man- 
kind t  and  he  could  not  suppose,  that  his 
Majesty's  Government  could  be  actuated 
10  their  policy  by  any  lucb  aboasiaaUe 


feelings  as  to  endeavour  to  tarnish  the 
glories  of  his  noble  friend,  or  to  desecrate 
the  soil  upon  which  those  glories  had  been 
achieved.  If,  however,  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment bad  really  such  an  object  in 
view,  they  could  not  have  adopted  a  better 
course  to  ensure  such  a  result.  What- 
ever the  result  might  be,  hts  noble 
friend  had  now  endeavoured  to  pro- 
tect those  nations  from  the  revoliitiotiary 
feelings  supported  and  encouraged  by  the 
Government  of  this  country. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdotvii  had  but  a 
few  words  to  offer  upon  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  Government  had  proceeded  in 
this  transaction ;  but  he  must,  in  the  first 
place,  observe,  that  the  noble  Lord  (the 
Earl  of  Roden)  who  had  first  addressed 
their  Lordships  this  evening,  previous  to 
entering  upon  the  present  debate,  could 
not  have  l>een  admitted  into  the  secret  of 
the  Intentions  of  those  noble  Lords  with 
whom  he  acted  in  concert,  when  he  ad- 
dressed a  speech  to  their  Iiordships  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  how  little  reliance 
was  to  be  placed  on  the  statements  con- 
tained in  newspapers,  when,  on  the  same 
evening,  a  proposition  was  about  to  be 
brought  forward  by  the  nollle  Duke  oppo- 
site afiecting  the  conduct  and  character  of 
the  administration,  founded  upon  no  other 
authority  than  newspaper  reports.  The 
noble  Duke  had  adopted!  those  reports,  for 
though  he  talked  of  papers,  he  had  moved 
for  none,  nor  had  he  referred  to  any 
official  document  which  would  have 
enabled  their  Lordships  and  himself  to 
judge  whether  the  allegations  contained 
in  the  diurnal  reports  were  justified  or 
not.  On  such  authority  the  conduct  of 
an  hon.  officer  was  assailed,  and  relying 
on  the  solitary  dictum  of  a  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Stowelf),  as  given,  not  from  the 
decree  of  that  noble  Lord  delivered  from 
the  seat  of  justice,  but  from  an  unauthen*- 
ticated  newspaper  report  of  a  speech  deli- 
vered in  the  other  House  of  Parliament. 
On  that  authority  it  was  sought  to  pass  a 
vote  of  censure  upon  the  present  Govem*> 
ment.  He  (Lord  Lansdown)  had  no  hesi- 
tation whatever  in  saying,  that  in  every 
step  his  Majesty's  Government  had  taken 
with  regard  to  Portugal  they  had  scrupu* 
lously  followed  the  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations,  and  had  in  no  way  interfered  in 
the  contest  going  on  in  that  country  that 
was  not  conformable  to  national  law  and 
in  strict  accordance  with  their  duty  as  Mi« 
niitera  of  the  Crown.    He  would  not  iai* 
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pttte  to  the  noble  Earl  opposite   (Lord 
Aberdeen)  anything  like  favouritism ;  but 
if  he  were  to  do  so,  he  would  say,  that  the 
noble  Earl  had  manifested  a  strong  inclina- 
tion to  favour  the  cause  of  Don  Miguel. 
Whatever  might  be  his  own  wish  relative 
to  the  fate  of  the  conflict,    he  should 
neither  contend  for  nor  desire  anything 
that  was  undue  or  likely  to  disparage  the 
principles  of  even-handed  justice  between 
the  belligerent  parties.     Beyond  justice 
and  what  the  law  of  nations  required,  he 
would  ask  for  nothing ;  but  he  must  at  the 
same  time  be  allowed  to  remark,  that, 
looking  at  the  conduct  of  Don  Miguel  not 
only  towards  this  country  but  his  own  sub- 
jects, he  must  say,  that  he  had  no  right  to 
expect  from  the  English  Government  any- 
thing more  than  a  literal  performance  of 
any  obligation  that  might  exist  between 
them.     But  what  was  the  gravamen  of  the 
noble  Duke's  accusation?    Was  not  his 
speech  a  sort  of  omnium  gatherum  of  all 
that  had  happened  during  the  last  two 
years?   His  principal  charge  against  the 
Government  was,  that  a  British  officer, 
Captain  Napier,  had  sailed  for  Portugal 
at  the  head  of  an  expedition  connected  in 
some  way  or  other  with  this  country.     He 
repeated,  that  it  had  been  alleged,  that  this 
expectation  was  in  some  way  or  other  con- 
nected with  England  and  France.     It  had 
been  said,  that  Admiral  Sartorius  had  been 
dismissed  for  similar  conduct ;  and  it  was 
asked  by  the  noble  Duke,  why  Captain 
Napier's  name  was  not  also  struck  from 
out  of  the  books  of  the  Admiralty  ?  But 
surely  the  noble  Duke  ought   to    have 
known,  that  the  dismissal  of  Admiral  Sar- 
torius did  not  take  place  until  it  was 
known  he  was  engaged  in  foreign  service. 
No  intelligence  had  as  yet  been  received 
at  the  Admiralty,  that  Captain  Napier 
was  so  employed,  and  would  it  not,  there- 
fore, be  gross  injustice  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  if  they  were  to  dismiss  him 
without  having  proper  grounds  for  doing 
so?  It  had  been  said,  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  interfered  improperly  in  the  con- 
test, but  all  that  had  been  done  was,  to 
allow  to  Don  Pedro  advantages  of  which 
Don  Miguel  might  also  have  availed  him- 
self, namely,  to  procure  in  this  country 
soch  means  and  assistance  as  were  desira- 
ble for  him  in  carrying  on  the  conflict. 
Both  the  belligerent  parties  might  have 
participated  in  this  permission  if  they  had 
thought  fit ;  and  he  would  defy  the  noble 
l«ords  opposite  to  point  out  si  single  in- 


stance in  which  Don  Miguel  was  deprived 
of  any  advantage  that  wto  obtained  by  bis 
opponents.     From  the  statement  of  the 
noble  Earl  opposite  it  would  appear  that 
not  only  were  his  Majesty's  Ooyeronieot 
accused  of  having  favoured  the  cause  of 
Donna  Marian  but  the  overseers  of  St. 
Margaret's  were  likewise  implicated  in  the 
same  conspiracy.    If,  however,  the  par^i 
officers  of  that  or  any  other  parish  had 
violated  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  thef 
were  liable  to  be  punished ;  and  would  i: 
not  have  been  more  consistent  to  bnaf 
them  to  justice  for  their  offence,  if  indeed 
they  had  committed  any,  than   to   have 
brought  forward  a  motion  of  this  descrip- 
tion for  censuring  the  Government   by 
wholesale.    The  noble  Earl  had  shown  a 
great  disposition  to  view  bygone  topics. 
He  had  alluded  to  the  sailing   of  the 
French  fleet  for  Lisbon  to  enforce  repara- 
tion for  admitted  injuries,  and  talked  of 
mediation;    but    could    the    noble   Earl 
really  be  serious  in  supposing  that  the 
French  Government  ought  to  have  acceded 
to  mediation,  if  even  it  had  been  attempted? 
The  application  for  mediation  was  not, 
however,  made  for  a  week  after  the  French 
squadron  had  reached  the  Tagas ;    hot 
under    such   circumstances  what   advice 
could  one   honest   Government  give  to 
another  ?   What  advice  could  one  honest 
man  give  to  another  but  that  which  had 
been  given,  namely,  that  if  a  party  inflicted 
a  gratuitous  injury  he  was  bound  by  every 
principle  of  justice  to  repair  it?  The  inva- 
sion of  the  French  on  that  occasion  was 
limited  to  the  particular  object  of  enforc- 
ing reparation  for  injuries  done  to  French 
subjects;  and  would  it  not  be  not  only  ab- 
surd but  unjust  to  say,  that,  because  there 
existed  between  this  country  and  Portugal 
certain  treaties,   therefore   England  was 
bound  to  defend  Portugal  from  the  conse- 
quences of  outrages  committed  against 
other  countries,  or  that  the  injured  nation 
should  not  have  a  right  to  rmdicate  and 
protect  its  own  honour  and  the  interests 
of  its  subjects  ?  The  noble  Earl  had  taken 
a  peep  into  futurity  with  respect  to  Por- 
tugal, but  he  believed  the  Government 
which  he  had  formed  had  no  other  exist- 
ence but  that  which  the  noble  Earl's  own 
apprehensions  had  created.    This  regency 
of  his,  which  was  to  produce  such  caUmit- 
ous  effects   not  only   in   Portugal   and 
Spain,  but  throughout  the  whole  worM, 
might  answer  the  views  of  noble  Lords  on 
the  Other  side  of  the  House,  but  the  mis* 
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fortune  of  the  matter  was,  that  it  was  a 
prophecy  without  the  least  foundation  in 
trutii.  The  nohle  Earl  was,  however,  a 
bold  prophet ;  but  if  there  was  any  reliance 
on  his  predictions,  the  French  army  would 
now  have  full  possession  of  Belgium. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  begged  to  say, 
that  he  had  never  entertained  any  expect- 
ation that  the  French  army  would  have 
remained  in  Belgium.  On  the  contrary, 
he  was  satisfied  that  they  would  not,  and 
had  declared  as  much  in  his  place  in  that 
House;  so  that  the  noble  Marquess  was  in 
error. 

The  Marquess  of  Lamdown  said,  that 
such  a  statement  had  certainly  been  made 
by  some  noble  Lord  who  usually  acted  in 
concert  with  the  noble  Earl  and  other 
noble  Lords  sitting  on  his  side  of  the 
House.  That  was  now  disclaimed,  but 
if  his  recollection  served  him  correctly, 
such  a  prophecy  had  been  made.  He 
could  not  but  express  his  opinion  that  the 
contest  between  the  princes  of  Portugal 
was  much  to  be  regretted,  both  with  a 
view  to  the  interests  of  Portugal,  and  to 
the  interests  of  this  country.  He  had  also 
hoped  that  the  state  of  affairs  would  have 
justified  this  country  in  recognizing  the 
authority  of  one  party  or  the  other,  but  the 
recognition  was  not  to  be  obtained  by 
undue,  unjust,  or  illegal  interference.  It 
was  on  these  grounds  that  he  had  hoped 
that  the  noble  Duke  who  had  brought 
forward  the  Motion  would  have  called  for 
specific  papers.  The  noble  Duke  bad 
not  done  that,  but  bad  come  forward  with 
that  which  amounted  to  a  vote  of  censure 
upon  his  Majesty's  Government.  It  was 
impossible  that  the  Government  could 
have  done  otherwise  than  await  the  result 
of  the  contest  (however  important  that 
contest  might  be),  and  not  to  interfere 
between  either  party,  but  be  prepared  to 
mediate  between  both.  To  be  able  to  do 
so  was  "  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be 
wished;"  but  he  must  contend  that  it 
would  have  been  unjustifiable  in  the  Go- 
vernment to  have  deprived  Donna  Maria 
of  the  advantages  of  her  claims  to  rights 
admitted  by  Don  Miguel  himself.  More 
upon  her  behalf  he  did  not  now  ask,  and 
he  thought  it  would  be  most  heartless, 
unjust,  and  impolitic  in  any  English  Go- 
vernment to  stand  in  the  way  of  them. 
He  must  again  deny  that  the  Government 
to  which  he  was  attached  merited  the  cen- 
sure which  it  had  been  sought  by  the 
noble  Doke  to  pass  upon  it.     Let  the 


noble  Duke  come  forward  and  call  for 
specific  papers  to  support  his  charge,  and 
he  and  his  noble  friends  would  be  ready 
to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  House, 
and  the  decision  of  the  country. 

The  Earl  of  £l€lon  contended,  that 
a  gross  insult  had  been  ofiered  to  the 
Sovereign;  and  he  should  have  deemed 
himself  guilty  of  an  unpardonable  dere- 
liction of  duty  to  his  King  if  he  had 
not  come  down  to  that  House  to* protest 
against  the  violation  of  a  neutrality  which 
his  Majesty  had  ordered  to  be  observed, 
and  which  was  contrary  to  the  express  law 
of  the  land.  It  was,  he  assertea,  unlaw- 
ful to  allow  subjects  of  this  realm  to  be 
enlisted  here  to  serve  in  a  foreign  army 
without  the  express  consent  of  the  Crown ; 
and  if  he  had  not  declared  his  opinion  he 
should  not  have  discharged  the  duty  which 
he  owed  to  his  Sovereign  and  his  country. 
The  fact  that  such  a  proceeding  was  going 
forward  was  known  to  every  roan ;  and  it 
was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Government 
as  soon  as  it  became  cognizant  of  the 
matter  to  have  put  a  stop  to  it.  It  was  a 
breach  of  the  Common-law  for  subjects  of 
his  Majesty  to  enlist  in  foreign  service 
when  the  King's  Proclamation  declared 
the  neutrality  of  the  State,  and  he  would 
defy  any  Attorney  General  or  other  com- 
petent Law  Officer  to  controvert  that 
maxim.  But  what  became  of  the  Com* 
mon-law  if  the  overseers  of  St.  Margaret's 
or  any  other  parish  were  to  be  allowed,  in 
the  teeth  of  a  Royal  Proclamation,  to  send 
their  paupers  into  the  service  of  a  foreign 
country?  The  sale  of  military  stores,  it 
was  true,  was  equally  in  contravention  of 
the  Common- law,  but  it  had  been  thought 
necessary  for  the  interests  of  commerce 
that  the  parties  supplying  a  belUgereot 
with  stores  from  this  neutral  country 
should  not  be  liable  to  punishment;  but 
whether  the  policy  which  sanctioned  such 
a  departure  from  the  Common-law  was 
wise  or  not,  he  would  not  then  discuss. 
The  simple  question  they  had  to  decide 
was,  whether  Ministers  had  a  right  to 
com6  down  to  that  House,  not  to  protect 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  but  to  de- 
fend the  violation  of  the  actual  command 
of  the  Sovereign.  The  fact  that  men 
were  enlisted  in  this  country  for  foreign 
service  was  notorious-^was  in  short,  known 
to  every  man  in  the  kingdom;  and  be 
roust  say,  that  it  astonished  him  to  find 
that  Ministers  were  ignorant  of  that  which 
every  one  else  was  acquainted  with.    He 
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sboiUd  not  have  risen  bat  to  vIndioAte  the 
honour  and  character  of  his  Sovereign, 
whose  commands  had  been  disregarded 
by  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  see  them 
obeyed;  ond  he  could  not  resume  his 
seat  without  again  declaring  that  the 
Gos(imon<-1aw  had  been  grossly  violated. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  could  not  consent 
to  put  the  question  wtihout  requesting 
their  Lordships  to  allow  him  to  call  their 
attention  to  a  few  things  which  had  been 
suggested  to  his  mind  by  the  eloquent  ad- 
dress of  his  noble  and  learned  friend  who 
had  just  sat  down.  First,  however,  he 
would  refbr  to  the  venerable  and  justly 
venerated  legal  authority  which  had  been 
quoted  by  the  noble  Duke  and  the  noble 
Earl.  It  seemed  that  %vhat  had  at  first 
been  supposed  to  be  a  judgment  of  Lord 
Stowell's  from  the  Bench,  was  in  fact  only 
a  speech  delivered,  or  supposed  to  be  de- 
livered by  him  in  Parliament,  Now,  he 
was  as  anxious  as  any  one  to  express  his 
sense  of  the  great  talent,  of  the  profound 
learning,  of  the  unblemished  integrity,  as 
a  Judge,  of  Ijord  Stowell ;  but,  when  he 
descended  fW>m  the  judgment^seat  into 
the  arena  of  politieal  disoussion*  he  would 
say  of  Lord  8towell«<-as  he  would  say  of 
Lord  Stowell's  nearest  relation — ^that  the 
same  weight  could  not  attach  to  his 
opinions  when  delivered  in  Parliament  as 
when  they  were  delivered  from  the  Bench ; 
and  that  ne  could  not  be  so  free  fVom  the 
common  frailty  of  men,  but  that  those 
opinions  would  derive  some  colour  of 
bias  from  his  political  attachments.  But, 
after  »ll,  the  question  was,  whether  Lord 
Stowell  had  given  an  opinion  materially 
dissonant  from  that  of  his  noble  friend  and 
himself.  He  understood  that  opinion  to 
be,  that  a  neutral  state  should  not  afford 
any  succour  either  to  one  belligerent  or 
the  other.  He  came  to  the  same  conclu- 
sion. It  was  his  opinion  — it  was  the 
opinion  of  his  noble  fiiend.  Lord  Stowell 
was  speaking  of  the  State,  not  of  the  in- 
dividuiil.  Undoubtedly  the  State  must 
femsin  neutral.  If  it  were  meant  to  go 
further-^if  it  were  meant  to  say,  that  Lord 
Stowell  asserted  it  to  be  a  violation  of 
neutrality  in  a  State  if  any  of  its  indi- 
vidual inhaUitants  should  supply  money, 
arms  or  ammunition  to  either  of  two  bel- 
ligerent powers,  then,  with  the  greatest 
respect  for  that  eminent  and  venerable 
person,  he  begged  to  make  two  observa- 
liuMS :  in  the  ^rst  place,  to  protect  Lard 
Stowell  f^oni  the  imputation  thus  attempt- 


ed to  be  thrown  upon  hfm  t  and,  in  the 
second  place,  if  driven  from  that  position 
by  Lord   Stowell's  nearest   relation,    he 
would  take  leave  to  say,  that  the  doctrine 
alleged  was  not  the  doctrine  of  the  law  of 
nations ;  and  be  would  appeal,  from  what 
Lord  Stowell  had  been  represented  to  saj 
in  Parliament,  to  what  Lord  Stowell  would 
have  said  from  the  Bench,  if  a  ease  fbr 
deliberate  judgment  had  been  broueht  be- 
fbre  him.     His  defence  of  Lord  Stowell 
was,  that  he  doubted,  nay,  thst  he  disbe- 
lieved the  accuracy  of  the  report  of  Loni 
Stoweirs  speech.     If  driven  from  that,  he 
would  then  say,  that  the  doctrine  of  Lo-d 
Stowell  was  not  the  doctrine  of  the  law  of 
nations.     It  was  a  matter  of  trite  law,  that 
it  was  no  violation  of  the  law  of  nations 
for  a  State  to  permit,  with  its  eyes  open 
(fbr  he  would  go  as  far  as  that),  its  auh. 
jects  to  trade  with  belligerents;    to  sell 
them  arms,  ammunitioni  and  aceoatie- 
ments  of  war.     Individuals,  according  to 
the  strictest  letter  of  the  law  of  nations, 
did  not  involve  the  State  to  which  they 
belonged,  if  they  enlitled  fbrce,  apait  from 
and  unoonnected  with  their  gnvernment 
or  state,  on  the  one  or  the  ether  aide,  ia 
the  case  of  belligerents.     His  nobltt  friend 
had  referred  to  Vattel,  who  was  not  very 
clear  on  some  points,  and  whose  reputa- 
tion was  certainly  greater  than  he  deserved. 
But  let  their  Lordships  consider  the  in* 
stances  to  which  Vattel  resorted.      He 
referred  to  the  Switzers,  who  were  allowed, 
without  any  breach  of  neutrality,  to  hire 
out  their  regiments  to  other  powers  en- 
gaged in  war.    Vattel  laid  that  dowrf  as 
perfectly  justifiable,    Bynkershoeck  did 
not  go  so  far.    Tliat  great  publicist,  how- 
ever, stated,  that  trading  in  arms,  ammu- 
nition, and  provisions,  was  no  violation  of 
neutrality,  if  it  were  carried  on  with  both 
the  contending  parties,  and  if  the  scale 
were  held  equally  between  them }   and  he 
followed  up  that  declaration  by  saying, 
that  it  was  the  same  with  respect  to  the 
furnishing  of  men.    The  noble  and  learn- 
ed Lord  here  read  a  passage  from  the 
works  of  Bynkershoeck,  in  confirmatioo  of 
his  statement.     He  sincerelv  believed,  that 
if  Lord  Stowell  could  happily  be  there,  he 
would  be  the  last  man  to  throw  any  doubt 
on  the  doctrine  with  respect  to  tiie  law  of 
nations,  which  he  (the  Lord  Chancelfor) 
had  maintained,  during  the  American  war 
the  country  had  employed  €ierman  troops 
(he  was  sorry  to  say),  not  only  against  the 
liberties  of  the  Anertcans,  but  againsi 
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Fiwich  alliMy  and  thai  ciremnstance 
was  never  Qonsidered  by  the  French  as  a 
breach  of  neutrality  on  the  part  of  the 
prince  of  Heue  Darm«tadty  or  any  other 
of  the  German  statei.  Whether  on  the 
part  of  Don  Migiiel,  the  usurper,  as  he 
had  been  termed  by  the  noble  Duke  him- 
self ,  or  on  the  part  of  her  majesty  Donna 
Maria,  the  queen  of  Portugal  and  Algarve 
^-ti  noble  Lord  seemed  to  doubt  the  ac- 
curacy of  that  title,  but  he  (the  Lord 
Chancellor)  held  in  his  hand  a  letter, 
signed  ** George  R.,*' addressed  to  ''My 
dear  cousin  and  sister,  her  majesty  Donna 
Maria,  queen  of  Portugal  and  Algarve"^— 
a  letter,  than  which  one  more  fitting,  more 
courteous,  or  more  honourable,  either  to 
the  writer  or  to  the  adviser  of  it,  never  ex- 
isted. Whether,  therefore,  he  repeated, 
on  the  part  of  Don  Miguel,  who  had  been 
called  a  usurper,  or  on  the  part  of  her 
majestv  Donna  Maria,  queen  of  Portugal 
and  Aiganre,  if  his  Msjesty's  Government 
had  interfered,  though  only  with  a  oor- 
porars  guard,  or  a  cock-boat,  such  inter- 
fereaoa  would  undoubtedly  have  been  a 
violation  of  neutrality ;  but  his  Majestv's 
Government  had  cautiously,  scrupulously, 
and  peraeveringly,  abstained  from  any 
such  interference.  If  Don  Miguel  had 
shown  himself  utterly  devoid  of  the  nature 
of  man,  still  that  should  not  have  induced 
any  statesman  to  act  on  a  different  or 
partial  principle.  J!»ome  censure  had 
been  attempted  to  be  thrown  out  upon 
his  Majesty's  Government ;  they  had 
been  twitted  with  the  imputation  of  being 
disposed  to  suit  their  conduct  to  the  taste 
of  the  day,  of  being  never  disposed  to  act 
except  with  a  view  of  courting  popularity. 
Now  what  was  the  fact  ?  That  tney  had 
held  on  steadily  and  pertinaciously,  and 
without  the  deviation  of  a  hair  from  the 
course  of  non-interference ;  although 
tliey  knew  that  hardly  a  single  individual 
out  of  Lisbon,  out  of  Don  Miguel's  camp, 
but  would  have  rejoiced  with  a  boundless 
joy  had  they  adopted  a  different  resolu- 
tion. He  begged  pardon — he  ought  to 
have  added — out  of  that  House ;  for  it 
was  but  too  evident  that  there  were  in 
that  House  individuals  who  were  far  from 
agreeing  with  the  strong  and  irrepressible 
opinions  of  the  country  at  large*  As  a 
further  illustratmn  of  the  difference  to 
which  he  had  already  alluded,  in  tlie  con- 
duct of  the  same  persons  acting  in  a  po- 
litical and  in  a  judicial  character,  he  would 
Defer  lo  the  proposition  submitted  to  their 


Lordships  by  the  noble  Duke.  If  it  were 
imputed  to  their  Lordships,  sitting  in 
their  judicial  capacity,  that  they  were  in- 
fluenced in  their  decision  by  any  consider- 
ation but  that  connected  with  the  strictest 
integrity,  they  would  visit  the  newspaper 
or  any  other  luckless  quarter  iVom  which 
such  an  imputation  might  proceed,  with 
the  greatest  indignation.  Yet  now  the 
noble  Duke  called  upon  them  to  pass  a 
vote  of  censure  on  his  Majesty's  Govern* 
ment,  without  grounds,  without  evidenoe; 
an  act,  which  in  their  judicial  capacity 
they  would  consider  it  a  libel  to  suppose  it 
possible  they  could  commit.  A  noble  Earl- 
had  said  we  ought  to  have  mediated  be- 
tween the  parties.  He  had  seen  enough 
of  mediation  to  reject  it,  except  in  some 
pressing  case,  knowing  its  tendency  to 
put  an  end  to  neutrality.  The  noble 
Earl  (The  Earl  of  Aberdeen)  blamed  the 
Government  for  not  having  issued  a  pro- 
clamation, commanding  his  Mi^esty*s  sub- 
jects not  to  join  Don  Pedro.  Now,  all 
past  experience  had  satisfied  him,  that 
proclamattoas  of  that  description  were 
seldom  or  never  effectual,  and  that  they 
only  brought  disrepute  on  the  Govern- 
ment which  pot  them  forward.  If  it  was 
intended  really  to  make  such  proclamations 
effective,  they  must  be  followed  up  by  the 
prosecution  and  punishment  of  those  who 
aoted  in  contravention  of  the  proclamation. 
Now,  though  the  noble  and  learned  Earl 
(Eldon)  had  great  experience,  when  a 
Crown  lawyer,  in  public  prosecutions-^ 
some  of  which  were  successful,  and  some 
otherwise*  ^even  with  the  aid  of  that  noble 
and  learned  Earl's  experience,  he  (the 
Lord  Chancellor)  defied  the  noble  Earl 
(Aberdeen)  to  frame  an  indkstment  with 
reasonable  chance  of  success  against  a 
person  who  had  declined  abandoning  the 
standard  of  Don  Pedro  after  the  pro- 
clamation was  issued.  No  Government 
which  had  any  desire  to  maintain  respect, 
could  have  resorted  to  such  a  prosecutkm. 
The  noble  Earl  also  said,  that  the  Spanish 
government  had  a  right  to  complain  of  the 
Government  of  England,  for  not  having 
taken  certain  steps  to  prevent  deviations 
from  neutrality  on  the  part  of  the  aubjeeta 
of  this  country,  because  we  had  called 
upon  Spain,  by  virtue  of  a  tveaty  into 
which  she  had  entered  with  us,  to  aibstata 
from  any  interference  in  the  quarrel  herself. 
Therefore,  said  the  noble  Earl,  8pam  had 
a  right  to  call  upon  us  to  do  likewise,  and 
to  complain  of  us  for  having  done  other- 


287 


Relations  mih 


{LORDS} 


Portugal* 


288 


wise.  Engli^nd  called  upon  Spain — to  do 
what  ?  Not  to  prevent  her  subjects  from 
sending  arms  or  ammunition  in  the  way  of 
traffic  to  any  belligerent  parties  in  Portugal 
— not  to  prevent  her  subjects  from  in- 
dividually enlisting  in  the  service  of  those 
belligerents — but  we  called  upon  her  to 
withhold  her  assistance  and  countenance 
from  either  party  —  England  called  upon 
her  not  to  march  troops,  the  troops  of  the 
State,  to  the  aid  of  cither  party.  But  it 
did  not  follow  that  because  we  exhorted 
Spain  to  act  thus,  therefore  Spain  had  a 
right  to  call  upon  us  to  put  in  force 
our  Foreign  Enlistment  Act.  That  Act 
was  passed  in  consequence  of  the  treaty 
of  1814  between  Spain  and  this  country ; 
and  it  was  elaborately  discussed  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament.  He  had  pro- 
posed it  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
where  it  was  contended  that,  we  owed  it  to 
the  foith  of  the  treaty  to  pass  such  a  mea- 
sure, and  upon  that  ground  it  was  carried. 
Admitting  that  Spain,  by  virtue  of  the 
treaty  of  1814,  had  a  right  to  call  upon 
us  to  make  such  a  law,  he  contended 
that  she  had  no  right  to  demand,  that 
we  should  put  it  in  force  in  such  an 
instance  as  that  under  consideration.  No 
country  had  a  right ;  such  a  thing  could 
not  exist;  to  dictate  to  another  country 
what  municipal  laws  it  should  make,  and 
in  what  manner  it  should  enforce  them. 
The  Government  was  also  charged  with 
not  detaining  vessels,  the  destination  of 
which  was  known  to  them  by  public 
rumour.  It  so  happened,  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  shown  no  lack  of  diligence 
on  this  point.  Government  sent  inform- 
ation to  the  Custom-house,  and  the  Cus- 
tom-house officers,  acting  on  that  inform- 
ation, detained  certain  vessels  intended 
for  Don  Pedro.  The  facts,  and  the  grounds 
of  seizure,  were  laid  before,  not  only  the 
King^s  Advocate,  but  also  his  Majesty's 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  and  their 
opinion  was,  that  there  was  no  legal  case 
could  be  made  out  as  against  the  owners 
and  freighters  of  the  vessels  in  question — 
that  no  successful  prosecution  could  be 
carried  forward,  and  that  the  Custom- 
house officers  were  liable  to  actions  for 
the  illegal  seizure  and  detention  of  the 
vessels.  Such  being  the  opinion  of  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown,  the  Government 
could  hardly  have  done  otherwise  than  it 
had  done;  it  could  not  avoid  ordering  the 
liberation  of  those  vessels.  No  one  could 
say,  that  they  should  have  kept  the  opinion 


of  the  law  officers  in. their  pocket,  and 
allowed  the  Custom-house  Commisaioners 
to  have  rendered  themselves  liable  to  civil 
actions.  The  only  other  specific  charge 
against  the  Government  was  founded  on 
the  non-dismissal  of  Captain  Napier.  He 
ought  perhaps  to  apologise  to  their  Lord- 
ships for  touching  at  all  on  this  topic,  as 
it  had  been  already  most  fully  and  satis- 
factorily answered.  He  would  only  just 
put  it  to  their  Lordships,  therefore,  whether 
the  Government  would  have  been  justified 
in  dismissing  Captain  Napier  from  the 
service — upon  mere  gossip — upon  rumouis 
picked  up  in  the  corners  of  tlie  stieeu 
— or  even  upon  that  which  noble  Lords  at 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House,  now 
appeared  to  consider  as  the  most  valuable 
record  —  the  highest,  best,  and  most 
irrefragable  of  all  authorities — ^a  paragraph 
in  a  newspaper?  The  case  of  Captain, 
now  Admiral  Sartorius,  had  been  alluded 
to;  and  it  was  asked  why  had  not  Captain 
Napier  been  dismissed  as  well  as  Admiral 
Sartorius  ?  There  was  a  marked  difference, 
however,  in  the  two  cases.  There  was  a  cor- 
respondence, carried  on  by  Admiral  Sarto- 
rius, which  proved  beyond  all  doubt  that  he 
had  enlisted  in  a  foreign  service ;  and  when 
the  fact  was  brought  home  to  Captain 
Napier  as  it  had  been  to  Admiral  Sartorius, 
he  the  (Lord  Chancellor)  pledged  himself 
that  the  Government  would  act  in  the 
same  manner  in  the  one  instance  as  in  the 
other,  and  that  Captain  Napier's  dismissal 
would  follow  as  a  matter  of  course.  It 
would  have  been  wholly  unjustifiable, 
however,  in  his  Majesty's  Government 
to  have  dismissed  an  officer,  without  any 
evidence  that  he  had  enlisted  in  a  foreign 
service.  When  such  circumstances  as 
the  non-detention  of  the  vessels  in  the 
river,  and  the  non-dismissal  of  Captain 
Napier,  were  insisted  on  in  argument, 
it  showed  how  little  substance  there  wss 
in  the  charges  made  against  Government, 
as  the  two  circumstances  to  which  he  had 
just  alluded  appeared  to  constitute  **  the 
head  and  front  of  their  offending."  One 
word  more  on  the  nature  of  the  address 
moved  by  the  noble  Duke.  No  one  could 
view  that  address  otherwise  than  as  a 
vote  of  censure  on  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. If  it  were  adopted  with  a  view 
of  effecting  a  change  in  his  Majesty's 
Councils,  he  admitted  that  object  to  be 
perfectly  justifiable.  Noble  Lords  who 
were  prepared  to  say  ^'content,"  no  doubt 
felt  themselves,  actuated  by  a  strong  sense 
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of  public  duty ;  and  nothing  could  prove 
more  strongly  how  imperatively  they  felt 
themselves  actuated  by  that  sense  of  duty, 
than  the  laying  hold  of  this  opportunity  to 
effect  what  was,  no  doubt,  conscientiously 
considered  by  many  noble  Lords  a  desirable 
object.  It  was  not  in  reference  to  the 
subject  of  Portugal,  however,  he  ventured 
to  presume,  that  many  noble  Lords  would 
give  their  votes.  They  might  consider 
it  extremely  desirable  and  beneficial  to 
get  rid  of  a  Government  which,  at  this 
moment,  was  agitating  five  or  six  different 
questions  of  great  magnitude  and  import- 
ance. Whilst  questions  relating  to  the 
East-India  Charter — the  Bank  Charter — 
Colonial  Slavery — the  Commutation  of 
Tithes — Church  Reform — Municipal  Re- 
form— and  all  the  other  Reforms  which 
the  Government  had  pledged  themselves 
to  effect — were  pending;  it  might  cer- 
tainly be  very  important,  and  no  less 
desirable,  in  the  minds  of  many  noble 
Lords,  to  get  rid  of  a  Ministry  by  which 
such  questions  were  agitated  and  brought 
forward.  If  such  a  course  exposed  their 
Lordships  to  the  imputation  of  being  op- 
posed to  all  Reform,  and  to  everything 
like  liberal  policy,  it  only  showed  how 
strong  and  imperative  roust  be  the  sense 
.of  duly  which  Impelled  them  to  adopt 
such  a  course.  Nothing  less  than  the 
most  overwhelming  sense  of  duty,  he  was 
convinced,  would  induce  noble  Lords, 
differing  upon  many  subjects,  to  meet 
upon  one  common  ground,  which  afforded 
them  a  favourable  opportunity  of  assailing 
his  Majesty's  Government.  It  only  re- 
mained to  be  seen  whether  their  Lordships 
would  consent  to  pass  a  vote  of  censure 
not  founded  on  any  facts,  and  on  which 
they  had  not  before  them  one  tittle  of 
evidence,  and  had  called  for  none. 

Lord  Wynford  was  pleased  to  hear  from 
his  noble  and  learned  friend,  that  Judges 
might  maintain  opinions  in  Parliament 
which  they  would  not  sanction  by  their 
authority  in  Courts.  He  was  glad  to 
hear  that;  for  though  he  thought  he  could 
easily  refute  the  arguments  of  his  noble 
friend,  he  knew  that  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult  for  him  to  overcome  the  prestige 
of  the  high  station  occupied  by  his  noble 
and  learned  friend. .  The  opinion  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  delivered,  according  to 
bis  noble  friend's  expression,  in  the  arena 
of  political  debate,  was  entitled  to  no 
more  respect  than  that  of  any  other  Peer. 
That,  admission  might  perhaps  account 
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for  the  mistakes  that  his  noble  friend  had 
fallen  fnto  with  respect  to  the  detention  of 
the  two  ships,  and  his  misconstruction  of 
the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act.  His  noble 
friend  had  warned  their  Lordships,  that 
this  motion  of  censure  was  an  indirect 
attempt  to  remove  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
from  office,  and  that  their  Lordships  were 
asked  to  pronounce  judgment  without  any 
evidence.  The  Motion  was  not  one  of 
censure,  unless  every  motion  by  which 
it  was  proposed  that  this  House  should 
state  to  bis  Majesty  that  it  did  not  approve 
of  any  particular  measure  adopted  by  his 
Ministers,  could  be  considered  as  a  vote  of 
censure.  Such  observations  had  a  tendency 
to  prevent  free  discussion.  If  they  were 
to  be  continually  repeated,  if  they  were 
not  to  express  their  opinions  on  every  Act 
of  Government,  considering  only  what 
was  for  the  interest  of  the  countrv,  with- 
out  regarding  the  effect  on  his  Majesty's 
Ministers,  it  would  be  better  that  they 
should  at  once  close  their  doors.  Attempts 
were  made  to  prevent  noble  Lords  from 
deciding  impartially  on  particular  questions, 
by  Ministers  telling  them,  that  upon  the 
determination  of  this  or  that  question, 
however  trifling,  would  depend  their  con- 
tinuance in  office.  He  did  not  wish  to 
remove  the  Ministers  from  office,  not  that 
he  thought  the  world  would  stand  still 
if  they  were  to  retire ;  but  as  to  rashly 
taking  a  step  which  was  to  prevent  the 
renewal  of  the  Bank  Charter,  ruin  the 
East  and  West-Indian  interests,  and  pre- 
vent the  Established  Church  from  being 
rendered  secure  from  spoliation — without 
evidence — he  asserted  that  there  was  evid- 
ence which  many  Statesmen  would  have 
thoughtj  ustified  an  impeachment ; and  quite 
sufficient  to  determine  their  Lordships  to 
offer  their  advice  to  his  Majesty  on  the 
measure  taken  by  his  Ministers.  The 
facts  on  which  the  Motion  was  founded 
were  known  to  every  man  in  the  kingdom. 
His  noble  friend,  who  said  there  was 
no  evidence,  had  not  ventured  to  contradict 
a  single  fact  which  had  been  stated  either 
by  the  noble  Duke  or  the  noble  Baron. 
There  were  two  questions  for  their  consider- 
ation :  first,  were  we  bound  to  observe 
neutrality?  second,' had  we  observed  it? 
The  noble  Earl  (  Earl  Grey)  had  admitted 
that  we  were  bound  to  observe  the  strictest 
neutrality  ;  and  only  the  second  question, 
then  remained  for  discussion.  The  noble 
Earl  assumed,  that  the  charge  against 
Government  was,  that  their  officers  had  in- 
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terfered  befween  the  hostile  parties ;  and 
he  produced  a  bundle  of  instructions  to 
'  our  Admirals,  to  prove  that  they  were 
directed  to  prevent  the  forces  under  their 
command  from  interfering,  in  any  manner, 
in  the  quarrel  in  Portugal;   but  it  had 
never  been  hinted  that  our  army  or  navy 
had  done  anything  which  amounted  to 
a  violation  of  neutrality.  The  noble  Duke 
(Wellington)  insisted  that  the  Government 
had  permitted  individuals  to  enlist  men, 
and  to  fit  out  ships,  in  this  country  for  the 
service  of  Don  Pedro,  and  so  openly,  and 
to  such  an  extent,  that  the  Government 
must  have  known  it ;   that  our  municipal 
laws  armed  the  Government  with  authority 
to  prevent  these  things;   and   that  not 
having  enforced  the  law,  it  had  permitted 
the  neutrality  to  be  broken ;  and  that  the 
permitting  acts  to  be   done   by   British 
subjects,   which  amount  to   a  breach   of 
neutrality,  rendered  the  Government  re- 
sponsible to  the  hostile  State  that  was 
injured  by  such  acts.     His  noble   friend 
on  the  Woolsack  said,  that  Government, 
although  acquainted  with  the  acts  done 
by  subjects*  although  it  took  no  means  to 
prevent  them,  was  not  according  to  the 
law  of  nations  guilty   of  a   breach   of 
neutrality.      He  had  always  thought  that, 
according  to    the   practice   of   civilized 
nations,    Governments    were    responsible 
for  acts  of  their  subjects^  and  for  wrongs 
done    by    them.     The    law    of   nations 
was  to  be  learned  from  the  conduct  of 
States,  and  from  the  correspondence  of 
ministers.    During  the  American  war,  our 
Minister  complained  to  the  Dutch  govern- 
ment of  its  permitting  America  to  be 
supplied  with  contraband  stores  of  war  — 
of  permitting  Dutch  subjects  to  fit  out 
privateers — and  of  selling  a  ship  to  Paul 
Jones,   and  suffering  that  pirate  to  refit 
his  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Holland.  These 
things  were  not  done  by  the  Dutch  go- 
vernment,  but   by   its  subjects;    yet  we 
complained  that  the  permitting  such  acts, 
was  a  breach  of  neutrality;  and  we  as- 
signed it  as  one  of  the  causes  which 
justified  our  making  war  on  Holland.  But 
our  municipal  law  would  furnish  an  answer 
to  his  learned   friend.      His  noble  and 
learned  friend  (the  Earl  of  Eldon),  had 
truly  told  their  Lordships  that  the  enlist- 
ment of  men  for  the  service  of  any  foreign 
power  engaged  in  war,  was  an  indictable 
offence  at  common  law ;  from  the  time  of 
James  1st,  until  the  5th  of  George  3rd,  it 
was  a  felony.     But  why  was  the  enlisting 


to  serve  a  foreign  power  engaged  in  war 
a  misdemeanour  at  the  commoii    law? 
The  reason  was  given  in  almost   every 
decided  case  that  was  to  be  found  relating 
to  this  subject — namely,    because    sock 
acts  were  likely  to  involve  this  country  ia 
war,  being  breaches  of  neutrality.     Such 
acts,  if  known  to  the  Govern  men  t,  and 
permitted,  were  breaches  of  neutrality. 
The  noble  Earl  had  admitted,  that  the 
Ministers  knew  of  the  fitting   out  and 
the  stopping  of  the  two  ships  that  were 
about  to  sail  for  Oporto.    But,  said  hit 
learned  friend  on  the  Woolsack,  it  was  os 
breach  of  neutrality  to  supply  a  belligerent 
State  with  stores,  or  with  troops,  and  he 
quoted   Bynkershoeck  and  Vattel*     But 
admitting,  thatit  wasnobreach  of  neutrality 
to  supply  stores,  he  denied  that  in  either 
of  those  learned  writers  there  was  snj 
authority   for  supplying  men.      On  the 
contrary,  Vattel,  in  the  very  passage  to 
which   his  learned   friend   had    referred, 
said,   that  only  particular  States   coald 
allow  men  to  be  sent  to  a  belUgereot 
without  violating  neotrality.     States  were 
not  required  to  sacrifice  the  inteiests  of 
their  own  subjects.    If  neutrals  were  pre- 
vented from  trading  with  a  bdltgerest 
State,  their  commerce  would  suffer.  Some 
States  traffic  in  men.     Great    Britais, 
lowered  from  the  high  station  to  which 
she  was  raised  by  the  victories  of  the  nobU 
Duke,  was  not  so  degraded  as  to  endorc 
that  the  Government  should  permit  a  lev 
Jews  to  hire  crimps  to  kidnap  its  subjects, 
or  parish  officers  to  relieve  their  parishes 
from  the  burthen  of  maintaining   their 
poor,  by  sending  them  to  be  murdered 
in  a  foreign  country,  and  in  a  cause  with 
which  they  had  no  concern.    Those  who 
assisted  in  such  practices  were  aocessonet 
to  the  murder  of  such  of  the  poor  wretches 
as,  having  been  decoyed  by  them,  might 
fall  in  battle,  or  die  of  the  diseases  incident 
to  a  campaign.   A  noble  Baron  frequently 
expressed  great  horror  at  hearing  it  stated, 
that  man  might  have  a  property  in  his 
fellow  man.   What  would  that  noole  Lord 
say  to  the  wretches  who  sold  their  country- 
men  to  be  butchered?     He  never  heard 
of  transactions  more  disgpraceful  to  the 
British  character,    if  their  Lordships  per> 
mitted  these  things,  let  them  not  cant 
about  the  poor  negroes ;  the  world  wouUi 
not  believe   that  they  felt  for  those  of 
whom  they  knew  nothing,  when  they  took 
no  pains   to  prevent  the  destruoiion  of 
their  fellow  subjects  and  asighbours.  Hm 


293 


Relations  mth 


{June  3} 


Portugat 


294 


passage  which  his  learned  friend  quoted 
from  Vattei,  only  affirmed,  that  States 
which  usually  let  out  men  for  hire  in 
foreign  wars,  and  of  whose  regular  traffic 
such  dealings  form  a  part,  were  permitted 
to  furnish  men  to  a  belligerent,  without 
violating  neutrality.     The  learned  writer 
added,  that  States,  not  accustomed  to  let 
out   their   troops,   could  not  be  suffered 
to  supply    men    to    a    belligerent.      He 
must    also    remind    his    learned     friend 
of  two   qualifications  of  this   permission 
to   furnish     troops    to    belligerents     by 
mercenary  States,  added  by  Vatlel.     The 
troops  must  not  be  lent  for  the  invasion 
of  the  country  of  one  of  the  belligerents  ; 
secondly,  the   number    must   not  be   so 
great,  that  the  mercenaries  shall  consti- 
tute the  principal  part  of  the  force  of  the 
State.    The  mercenaries  sent  to  Portugal 
were  intended   for  the   invasion  of  Don 
Miguel's  country ;   and  they  constituted 
the  greatest  part  of  the  force  of  Don 
Pedro,  the  invader.     Long  ago  would  the 
quarrel  between  these  brothers  have  been 
settled,    Portugal  have  been   at  peace, 
and  our  commerce  with  her  restored,  had 
not  English  and  French  Jews,  for  their 
individual  advantage,  been   permitted  to 
send    into    Portugal  all    the  vagabonds 
which    the    distresses    and    discontents 
which,  unhappily,   had    lately  prevailed 
in  other  parts  of  Europe  as  well  as  in 
England,  had  enabled   them  to  collect. 
More  than  3,000  (1,700  of  them,  being 
English),  were,   in    three   months  only, 
sent  from  this  country.     The  sending  of 
them  whether  sent   by  the   Government, 
or  by*  individuals,  the  Government  taking 
no  pains  to  prevent  them  being  sent — 
made  England   equally  principal   in  the 
war  prevailing  in  the  Peninsula.     He  next 
came  to  the  case  of  the  two  ships  detain- 
ed in  the  Thames;    the  release  of  which 
was  a  direct  interference  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  behalf  of  Don  Pedro,  and  a  vio- 
lation  of  the   Foreign    Enlistment   Act, 
The  release  was  an   admission  that  the 
detention  was  illegal,  and  the  parties  who 
ordered   it  were  liable  to   an  action  for 
such  illegal   act.      The  conduct   of  the 
Government  was  therefore  more  likely  to 
provoke   an  action    against  the  Ciistom- 
House  officers  than  shield  them  from  one. 
The  Government  interfered  in  a  case,  in 
which  such  interference  was  interdicted 
by    the    Foreign    Enlistment   Act.      His 
learned  friend  was  mistaken  in  the  cir- 
camitances  of  these  cases,  as  well  as  in  his 


construction  of   the  Foreign  Enlistment 
Act.     And  the  officers  of  the  Customs 
were  right  and  the  Government  was  wrong. 
His  learned  friend  said,  that  the  Govern* 
ment  called  the  attention  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Customs  to  these  cases; 
but  his  learned  friend  would  find,  that  it 
;  was  not  the  English,  but  the  Portuguese 
Government  that  called  the  attention  of 
the  Board  of    Customs  to  these   ships. 
The  agent  of  Portugal  consulted  one  of 
the  most  eminent  men  at  the  English  Bar, 
who  perused  the  affidavits,  and  said  they 
were  sufficient  to  make  out  a  case  for  the 
detention  of  the  ships.     Much  as  he  re- 
spected the  King's  Advocate,  he  must  say, 
that  he  should  rely  more  on  the  opinion  of 
the  learned    Counsel  consulted    by   the 
Portuguese  government  than  on  that  of 
the  King's  Advocate.     The  King's  Advo- 
cate was  eminently  skilled  in  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical    law,   and    in    the    law  of 
nations,  but  these  cases  were  governed  by 
an   Act  of  Parliament,  administered  by 
one  of  the  Courts  at  Westminster,  and 
with    which     the     Courts    of     Doctors' 
Commons,  in  which  the  King's  Advocate 
practises,  had  nothing  to  do.     The  Go- 
vernment went  to  the  wrong  man  to  get 
advice.     It  was  impossible  tnat  the  learn- 
ed Gentleman  who  advised  the  detention 
could  be  mistaken,  for  he  said,  that  tlie 
affidavits  were  sufficient  not  only  for  the 
detention,  but  for  the  condemnation    of 
the  ships.     All  that   was  required  to  be 
proved  was,  that  the  ships  were  equipped 
as   ships  of  war,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  troops,  and  that  they  were  des- 
tined for  Don  Pedro  at  Oporto,  and  that 
Don  Pedro  was  engaged  in  a  war  with  Don 
Miguel,  the  king  of  Portugal,  the  king 
in  his  opinion  de  jure  as  well  as  de  facto. 
The  Commissioners  of  Customs  also  were 
satisfied  with  the  affidavits,  and  on  them 
detained  the  ships.     The  Foreign  Enlist- 
ment Act  directed  that  the  cases  of  ships 
detained   under   it  should   be   submitted 
to   the   Court  of    Exchequer,  by  which 
Court  such  cases  were  to  be  finally  decided 
and  nothing  could  be  more  illegal,  or  ar- 
bitrary, than  this  interference  on  the  part 
of    Government.      They    prevented    the 
persons  who    gave   information    to    the 
Customs  from  obtaining  the  share  of  the 
proceeds  to  which  they  would  have  been 
entitled  on  these  ships  being  confiscated. 
Was  there  any  precedent  for  Government 
interfering  to  stop  a  proceeding  tn  rem 
and  to  prevent  those  who  had  instituted 
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such  a  proceeding  from  obtaining  the 
fruits  of  it  ?  The  power  of  stopping  the 
course  of  justice  was  a  branch  of  that  dis- 
pensing power  which  no  Minister  of  the 
Crown  had  since  the  Revolution,  dared  to 
exercise.  Why  was  it  exercised  on  this 
occasion?  To  serve  Don  Pedro,  and 
allow  his  ships  to  proceed,  without  inter- 
ruption to  Oporto?  That  interference 
amounted  to  a  breach  of  neutrality  on  the 
part  of  the  Government.  The  law  of 
nations  would  be  absurd,  if  it  made  any 
distinction  between  the  sending  of  an 
armed  force  by  a  neutral  Government  to 
one  of  two  belligerents,  and  the  suspend- 
ing the  law  of  the  neutral  state  to  prevent 
a  force  from  being  detained,  which  the 
Government  knew  would,  as  soon  as  it 
was  released,  be  sent  to  the  assistance  of 
such  belligerent.  He  would  only  reply  to 
one  other  point  of  his  noble  and  learned 
friend's  speech — namely,  his  allusion  to 
George  4th's  letter  to  Donna  Maria.  That 
letter  was  begun  and  ended  in  the  usual 
style  of  letters  from  one  Sovereign  to 
another.  Donna  Maria  was,  at  that  time, 
the  destined  queen  of  Portugal.  It  would 
be  happy  for  the  peace  of  nations  if  the 
fortune  of  Princes  were  less  changeable 
than  they  had  lately  been.  Such  changes 
had  since  occurred  in  Portugal  as,  for  the 
present,  had  destroyed  all  this  Princess's 
pretensions  to  the  Crown  of  Portugal; 
and  England,  with  regard  to  her  and  to 
Portugal,  must  be  governed  by  these, 
changes.  It  was  but  a  few  years  since, 
that  we  acknowledged  Charles  10th,  as 
King  of  France,  and  William  of  Nassau 
as  king  of  the  whole  kingdom  of  the 
Netherlands.  We  had  since  recognised 
Louis  Philippe  as  king  of  the  French, 
and  Leopold  as  king  of  Belgium,  .the 
larger  part  of  the  Netherlands.  Why? 
because  the  former  had  been  acknowledged 
by  the  Legislative  Chambers  of  France, 
and  the  latter  by  those  of  Belgium.  Don 
Miguel  had  been  declared  to  be  the  legiti- 
mate sovereign  of  Portugal  by  the  Cortes 
— the  legislative  body  of  that  country — 
and  the  whole  country  had  submitted  to  his 
authority.  Were  the  question  to  be 
decided  by  the  Portuguese,  he  would  not 
have  an  enemy,  within  his  dominions.  The 
Prince  who  opposed  him  was  supported 
principally,  by  mercenary  foreigners — ad- 
venturers collected  from  every  country  in 
Europe.  Miguel's  claim  to  the  throne  of 
Portugal  was  supported,  not  only  by  the 
cdnstituted  authorities  of  the  Portuguese 


nation,  but  by  the  willing  submission,  to 
his  rule,  of  the  whole  nation.  If  Don 
Miguel  were  not  a  king  dejure^  aswellascfe 
facto,  there  was  no  king  in  Europe  that  was 
entitled  to  be  considered  as  a  king  cf entire. 
If  he  were  a  usurper,  what,  he  would  ask, 
was  Leopold  of  Belgium  ?  If  Don  Miguel 
were  a  usurper,  what,  he  would  ask,  was 
Louis  Philippe  ?  He  would  not  refer  to 
other  titles,  which  it  might  be  treasonable 
in  their  Lordships  to  question,  though  he 
might  say,  that  the  reigning  family  in  this 
country  held  their  power  through  the  re- 
cognition of  Parliament,  and  Don  Miguel 
held  his  by  the  same  authority— ^that  of  the 
States  of  Portugal.  He  should  conclude 
by  giving  his  support  to  the  Motion  of  his 
noble  friend. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  wished  to  make 
a  few  observations  in  reply.  The  noble  Earl 
had  stated,  that  Don  Miguel's  usurpation 
could  not  have  been  effected  but  for  the 
presence  of  the  English  troops.  Now,  the 
fact  was,  that  the  troops  were  previously 
withdrawn .  They  were  delayed  some  time 
by  a  right  hon.  Gentleman,  then  Ambas- 
sador in  Lisbon,  much  to  the  dissatisfac- 
tion of  the  Government,  but  the  usurpation 
did  not  commence  till  a  considerable  time 
after  the  troops  were  withdrawn.  He  con- 
sidered the  course  of  policy  which  the 
noble  Earl  ought  to  have  adopted  was,  to 
discourage  the  contest  of  these  two  princes 
in  Portugal,  which  could  only  lead  to  a 
content  between  extreme  opinions  through- 
out the  Peninsula;  and,  certainly,  the 
noble  Earl  ought  not  to  have  suffered  the 
contest  to  have  proceeded  to  the  present 
extremity.  He  did  not  mean  to  contend, 
that  Don  Pedro  should  have  been  pre- 
vented from  invading  Portugal  in  any  case, 
or,  if  he  had  done  so,  by  other  means  than 
what  he  called  revolutionary  means — by 
armies  levied  in  the  streets  of  London  and 
Paris.  If  he  could  have  invaded  it  from 
Brazil,  or  from  any  other  country  in  which 
he  had  a  footing,  or  even  if  he  had  con- 
ducted the  invasion  by  inhabitants  of 
Portugal,  then  certainly  he  should  not 
wish  for  interference.  He  had  complained, 
further,  that  when  France  invaded  Por- 
tugal with  a  fleet,  whether  the  demands 
she  put  forward  were  legal  or  illegal,  this 
country  ought,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
have  endeavoured  to  prevent  a  collision. 
With  respect  to  the  opinion  of  Sir  W. 
Scott,  to  which  he  had  referred,  that  was, 
he  maintained,  good  law.  The  question 
of  neutrality,  he  contended,  was  this,  was 
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it  right  when  his  Majesty  had  declared 
his  neutrality  that  his  subjects  should  not 
be  enforced  to  adopt  the  same  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government?  This  was  declared 
by  the  highest  authorities  to  be  the  com- 
mon law  of  the  country.  Nor  was  this 
all,  for  there  was  further  means  of  pre- 
venting interference  provided  by  the  Fo- 
reign Enlistment  Bill.  But  how  had  the 
Administration  enforced  this  law?  Not 
at  all :  and  not  only  had  they  not  enforced 
that  law,  but  they  had  taken  measures  to 
prevent  its  being  enforced.  I'he  Govern- 
ment actually  interfered  with  the  Officers 
of  the  Customs,  and  forced  them  to  give 
up  the  vessels,  which,  they,  in  execu- 
tion of  their  duty,  had  seized.  The  noble 
Earl  had  referred  to  the  case  of  a  ship 
which  was  seized  during  his  adminis- 
tration ;  but  there  was  a  great  difference 
between  these  two  cases,  for,  in  that  in- 
stance, the  English  Government  did  all 
the^  possibly  could  do,  to  satisfy  Spain  of 
their  perfect  neutrality;  whilst,  in  the 
present  instance,  the  conduct  of  the  Go- 
vernment had  a  precisely  opposite  tend- 
ency. The  noble  Earl  said,  Spain  had  no 
right  to  complain.  Now,  he  must  difier 
from  the  noble  Earl.  The  neutrality  of 
Spain  was  exacted  by  this  country  upon 
the  condition  of  our  observing  neutrality, 
and  the  compact  had  been  broken.  How 
stood  the  fact  with  regard  to  the  manner 
in  which  Spain  had  fulfilled  her  engage- 
ments? Not  one  Spanish  soldier  had 
passed  the  frontier  to  the  assistance  of 
Don  Miguel,  while  from  this  country  frpm 
ten  to  twelve  thousand  men  had  from  first 
to  last  been  sent  to  swell  the  ranks  of  Don 
Pedro,  and  greatly  to  endanger  the  tran- 
quillity of  Spain  herself.  He  thought  it 
impossible  to  say,  under  the  circumstances, 
that  Spain  had  not  a  just  ground  of  com- 
plaint. He  considered  that  he  had  dis- 
tinctly proved  his  case.  The  noble  Earl 
said,  the  Motion  was  equivalent  to  a  vote 
of  censure ;  he  was  sorry  the  noble  Earl 
regarded  it  in  that  light.  It  was  no  fur- 
ther a  censure  than  this,  that  it  declared 
the  policy  which  the  noble  Earl  had  pur- 
sued in  regard  to  Portugal  to  be  wrong  in 
their  Lordships*  opinion.  If  he  thought 
the  noble  Earl  had  deserved  censure,  he 
should  have  been  ready  to  declare  that, 
and  to  ask  their  Lordships  to  agree  with 
him  in  a  direct  manner.  If  the  noble  Earl 
considered  his  motion  as  one  of  censure, 
lie  was  sorry  for  it.    The  whole  tenor  of 

bu  argument  and  of  the  proposed  Address 


was  most  respectful  to  the  noble  Earl — 
there  was  not  an  uncivil  word  in  it.  He 
would  not  have  had  the  slightest  hesitation 
in  moving  for  a  vote  of  censure,  instead  of 
an  Address  to  the  Crown,  if  he  had  thought 
the  present  case  one  which  called  for  such 
a  course  of  proceeding. 

Earl  Grey  rose  to  explain.  The  noble 
Duke  had  again  repeated  the  charge  of  the 
Government  interference  with  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Customs,  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  the  law.  He  had  already 
answered  that  by  reading  the  opinions  of 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crc^z/i^  and  the 
Government  only  interfered  for  th^  pro- 
tection of  the  Custom  House  Officers 
because  those  law  officers  declared  the 
seizure  to  be  illegal.  The  noble  Duke 
wished  to  disclaim  anything  like  an  attempt 
to  impute  censure.  Why,  the  whole  tone 
of  the  argument  and  of  the  Address  was 
censure — indeed  in  the  Address  the  noble 
Duke  had  used  the  very  word.  All  the 
explanation  of  the  noble  Duke  had  not, 
in  his  opinion,  changed  the  chfiracter  of 
the  Motion.  The  noble  Duke  said,  it  was 
censure  no  further  than  as  a  declaration 
that  the  course  of  foreign  policy  pursued 
by  him  and  his  colleagues  was  injurious  to 
our  interests,  and  degrading  to  the  honour 
of  the  country.  Surely,  after  such  an 
explanation,  he  could  only  consider  the 
affirmation  of  the  Motion  as  a  censure, 
and  as  casting  no  slight  stigma  on  the 
present  Administration. 

Their  Lordships  divided  on  the  Duke  of 
Wellington's  Motion  Contents  79 ;  Not 
Contents  69  : — Majority  10. 
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HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Monday,  June  3,    1833* 

MfNUTKB.]  P^ieni  ordered.  On  the 
RoNATKK,  wn.  Aooouttt  of  the  Bititai 
Endowed  School  of  Clonmel,  the  NaoMB  of  the  T< 
occupying  them,  and  on  what  ienns,  and  the  Number  <tf 
Persons  Educated  on  that  Foundatian,  dtuinig  thefatf 
twenty  years.— On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Hooocoi,  an  Ac^ 
count  of  the  Number  of  Bondli^  Warehaoaa  m  tk: 
several  Ports  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  mtitied  to  tte 
Privilege  bf  Act  of  Parliament  i  of  the  Number  UeBaam 
by  Order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  fte. — OnCheMabM 
of  Mr.  Hall,  an  Aooountrf  the  Annual  AmauaAai  Mtmej 
reed  ved  as  Tonn^e  levied  on  Vessels  under  Acts  pasaed  7 
the  31st,  36th,  and  4ith  yean  of  the  Reign  of  his  Us 
M^}e8ty  Geotge  Srd,  by  the  Trustees  oi  the  Mon^te 
Lighthouse,  in  the  County  of  Glamocgan*  and  the  Esfem 
incurred  by  Collecting  it  for  each  year  to  the  latest  poss^ 
period. 

BIIL    Read  a  third  time :— Stardi  Duties. 

Petitions  piesented.    By  Lord  Normts,  firom  the  Clefff  of 
Oxford,  and  Sir  Robkrt  iMoua,  ftom  the  Cleisy  of 
Rochester, — against  the  Irish  Church  Tempoaalitia  Bi&. 
— By  Mr.  Lb»tkr,  from  Poole,  against  the  House  ai 
Window  Taxes.— By  Mr.  R.  Waexacb,  f^om  Giceaodu 
for  the  Repeal  of  the  Duty  on  Stampa  for 
from  Leslie,  for  Disbanding  the  Fift  Yeomaiury ; 
Glasgow,  against  the  Irish  Disturbances  BUI ;    froro  the 
.Scotch  MctropoHtan  Politleal  Union,  fbr  Poor  Ljms  u> 
Ireland;  firom  several  Places,  fbrAmeodiQc  the  Law  of 
Scotland ;  and  from  the  Hand-loom  Wcaven  of  Paisley, 
and  other  Places,  for  a  Board  of  Trade. — ^By  Mr.  Hali. 
ttom  several  Places,  for  an  Improvement  in  tbt  Cfaaiefe 
Establishment  of  Wales.~By  Mr.  Fincb,  from  the  Irak 
Society  of  London,  for  having  the  Church  Service  Per- 
formed in  the  Irish  Language  where  that  i<  guieiily 
spoken.— -By  Sir  Jowi  RAMMBii,   fkom  the  Oagf  of 
Salop,  for  a  Repeal  of  the  Sale  of  Beer  A«L— By  Mr. 
Hallybitrton,    and    Mr.    R.   Oswald,    ft<Kn   srictat 
Pboes,  for  altering  the  preMnt  System  of  Chm^  fttree- 
age  in  Scotland.— By  Mr.  BtomcBitnr,  ftsn  SaMbtd,  far 
a  Reduction  of  Taxation.— By  Sir  Gary  StcunrxTR,  fiton 
Kenilworth,  for  a  Repeal  of  the  Duties  on  Malt  and  Mopi. 
—By  Colonel  Lvooir,  ftom  WorecMer,  fbr  Inquiry  m»A  Re- 
lief to  the  AgticttltnnO.  Interest.— By  Lonl  OBoans  Lav- 
Nox,  ftom  Littlefaampton  and  Clirafung;  and  ky  an  Hos. 
Mkmbkr,  firom  Ipswich,  in  favour  of  the  Sea  Apprcntite> 
Bill. — ^By  Messrs.  pRmoLC,  Dvitlof,  ftid  R.  Tmt^cmem, 
from  several  Plaoes,  for  Alteratians  in  the  Royri 
(Scotland)  Bill.— By  Mr.   DuNLor,  from 
against  the  Soap  Duty.— By  Mr.  W.  Strvtart,  in  tsM*At 
of  the  ractories'Rqiubrtion  BUL— By  Lord  NonanTi^  lad 


LRWOQO^' 
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Messrs,  WiLKS,  Duhlop,  and  M.  Ai 
Places, — ^for  the  Better  Observance  of  the  Lonfs  Day.— By 
Lord  Palmkrston,  Lord  NoRRive,  General  $H.vars, 
Major  Hanoley,  and  Mcsan.  SbawRi  Wiucs,  Bn9rina* 
TON,  A.  Pklram,  It.  FRROuaapN,  and  LAansaer,  tatm  • 
Number  of  Places,— against  Slavery.— By  Mr.  Wiub*. 
from  Boston,  against  the  Repeal  of  the  Sale  of  Beer  Vcf ; 
from  the  same  Plaoe,  in  favour  of  the  Jewish  Civil  Oa^ 
biUties  BU1{  and  from  several  DiMwntinf  ^intrnplsiM  ef 
Ouisbocou^,  for  Redress  of  theh  Grtevaneet.— By  Mr.  C. 
FiTzsiMOK,  ftom  several  Places,  for  a  Repeal  of  the  UtuM 
with  Ireland.— By  Mr.  W.  Strwart,  and  Sir  W.  Isvmin, 
from  several  Phices,  against  the  Malt  Duty*— By  Sir  W. 
iNotLBV,  from  the  Dtreeton  of  the  Loutti  Ssvinp  Baalk, 
against  the  Savings  Bank  Annuities  BilL — ^By  Mr.  G^t  l> 
BURir,  ftom  the  Cleigy  of  WinchQiler«  againat  the  Iririi 
Church  Temporalities  Bill. 

WsiiCH  C11URCH.3  Mr.  Hedl  said,  he 
had  a  Petition^  of  rather  a  novel  descrip- 
tion, intrusted  to  him.  It  prayed  for  an 
alteratioQ  with  regard  to  the  Chaich 
Bstablishment  in  Wales ;  and  in  presenting 
it  to  the  Houfl^i  and  dedadni;  thiit  it  had 
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his  Winn  sopporti  he  felt  It  to  he  his  duty 
to  Baj  A  ftw  wotdfl  upon  Its  priyer,  and  to 
lequeit  the  ftttention  of  the  House  to  the 
priiid|ml  pointo  omiuhied  in  it  The 
grievsnoes  oompliiined  of  were  those  which 
were  comtnon  to  nearly  the  whole  of  Wales 
ftnd  which  had  heen  suffhtly  touched  upon 
in  that  and  another  mace;  but«  besides 
the  duty  which  devolred  upon  him  of 
partieulariidng  the  distresses  of  those  perw 
sons  belonging  to  the  same  diocese  as 
himself,  he  considered  this  petition  well 
worthy  of  notice,  because  it  not  only  proved 
the  decKninff  state  of  the  Welch  Churchj 
but  it  prayed  for  a  remedpr,  at  onoe  simple 
and  self-evident,  and  which,  if  applied  in 
time,  might  tend  to  prevent  Uie  total 
destfuetion  of  the  Church  Establishment  in 
the  Principality.  It  prayed,  that  all  in-* 
cumbents,  from  the  Bidiop  downwards, 
might  be  henceforth  selected  from  penons 
conversant  with  the  language  of  the  coun* 
try*  He  was  well  aware  that  this  was  not  a 
proper  period  for  entering  into  a  discussbn 
upon  the  state  of  the  Established  Church 
geneittUy ;  but  it  might  be  right  for  him 
to  comment  upon  the  state  of  the  different 
parishes  named  in  the  petition,  in  which, 
from  local  knowledge,  ne  was  enabled  to 
deelare  that  he  considered  the  cause  of  the 
Established  Church  to  have  materially 
Sttfimd  from  the  appointment  of  ministers 
ignortint  of  the  language  of  the  country ; 
from  the  gi^t  disproportion  between  the 
population  of  the  parimes  and  the  number 
of  reddens  Welch  pastors;  and  finally, 
from  the  beneftoes  being,  with  few  excep- 
tions, oonferred  upon  non.residents,  which 
was  not  only  injurious  to  the  interesu  of 
the  Church,  but  was  unjust  and  dishearten- 
ing to  the  natives,  amongst  whom  were 
men  of  learning  and  piety,  and  capable  of 
filling,  with  honour  and  credit,  the  various 
ranks  of  ecclesiastical  preferment.  He 
would  only  cite  two  instances,  named  in 
the  petition,  in  order  to  prove,  that  the 
Established  Church  was  little  more  than  a 
name  in  those  parishes ;  as  in  one,  contain* 
ing  a  population  of  above  3,000,  only  240 
attended  divine  worship  in  the  diurch  and 
chapel,  whilst,  in  die  other,  havin|||a  popa- 
Istton  of  8,000,  only  100,  according  to  a 
calculation  lately  made,  frequented  the 
church.  There  being  two  Welch  curates 
having  theeharse  of  these  11,000  souls, 
one  of  whom  bad  to  perform  duty  in 
another  populous  parish  adjoining.  He 
would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
by  commenting  on  the  miseimble  stipends 
faU  10  tlMe  T»lttaUe  msmben  of  society^ 


the  Welch  curates ;  but  trusted  he  had 
said  enough  to  convince  every  unprejudiced 
mind  that  it  was  not  an  unreasonable  boon 
for  the  Welch  to  expect  to  have  the  pre. 
ferment  conferred  solely,  for  the  future, 
upon  those  who  understood  the  language 
of  the  country.  The  inhabitants  would 
not  renounce  their  languiure,  and  it  would 
be  well  to  prevent  them  from  renouncing 
their  church  entirely,  and  adhering  to  the 
tenets  of  those  who  consoled  them  in 
sorrow,  comforted  them  in  sickness,  and 
prayed  with  them  in  affliction,  in  the  lan- 
guage which  they  best  understood.  As 
some  remarks  had  been  made,  that  petitions 
of  this  description  were  directed  against 
the  riffht  reverend  Prelates  at  the  head  of 
the  ^^Ich  dioceses,  he  thought  it  right  to 
mention,  before  he  sat  down,  that  no  such 
feeling  existed  in  the  bcMoms  of  the 
petitioners.  For  his  own  part,  he  enter- 
tained the  greatest  respect  for  the  high 
classical  attainments  and  deep  learning  of 
the  present  Bishop  of  LlandafiT,  and  ac- 
knowledged with  due  feeling,  the  charitable 
and  liberal  assistance  which  he  had  so  often 
rendered  to  the  distresses  of  the  clergy; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  it  was  not  possible  for 
an  English  Bishop  to  do  that  justice  to  a 
Welch  diocese  which  was  expected  by  the 
natives.  The  petitioners  hoped  that  they 
might  in  future  have  those  preferments 
conferred  upon  natives  only.  They  desired 
not  to  dispossess  present  incumbents  of 
their  benefices,  but  they  wished,  that 
instead  of  constant  translation,  their  own 
countrymen  should  live  and  die  in  the  same 
diocese ;  and  vrith  regard  more  particularly 
to  the  second  order  of  clergy,  they  hoped 
that,  during  the  lives  of  non-resident 
Englishmen,  there  might  be  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  curates,  with  better  salaries 
for  their  support. 

Sir  John  Hanmer  said,  that  the  inability 
of  the  Welch  clergymen  to  discharge  their 
duties  had  been  very  much  exaggerated. 

Mr.  Jervis  observed,  that  it  was  a  cause 
of  great  complaint,  and,  in  his  opinion,  a 
very  just  one,  that  clergymen  who  held  the 
principal  livings  in  Wales  were  not  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  the  language  of 
the  country  to  administer  that  spiritual 
consolation  to  their  parishioners  which  they 
required  and  expected.  They  mip^ht  know 
enough  of  the  language  to  be  able  to  go 
through  the  service  in  the  pulpit,  but  they 
did  not  know  enough  to  converse  with 
their  parishioners,  and  give  them  religious 
assistance  at  their  own  houses. 

PeUtioo  to  lie  on  the  Table. 
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Relations  with  Portugal.^  Colonel 
Evans  said,  that  before  the  House  reaolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  upon  the  Order  of 
the  Day,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  put  a  ques- 
tion to  the  noble  Lord  upon  the  state  of  the 
kingdom  of  Portugal,  and  of  the  political 
relations  between  Great  Britain  and  that 
country.     It  must  be  in  the  recollection  of 
the  House  that  six  or  seven  years  ago  Don 
Miguel  had  rebelled  against .  his  father, 
the  sovereign  of  Portugal,  who  had  been 
obliged    to    ily    for    safety  and    to  take 
refuge  on  board  of  an   English  ship  of 
war  then  lying  in  the  Tagus.     In  con- 
sequence of  this  he  had  been  enabled  to 
recover  his  power,  and  Don  Miguel  had 
applied  for  leave  to  go  into  exile  to  Vienna. 
On  the  death  of  Don  John,  the  father  of 
Don  Miguel,  the  title  of  Don  Pedro  was 
acquiesced  in  by  the  kingdom,  and  to  that 
acquiescence  he  believed,  that  no  sort  of 
disagreement  was  intimated  by  any  of  the 
powers  of  Europe.     Don  Pedro,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  situation  in  the  Brazils,  had 
abdicated,  conditionally,  his  right  to  the 
succession  to  the  throne,  on  the  understand, 
ing  that  his  daughter  Donna  Maria  should 
succeed  him.  In  that  conditional  abdication 
all  the  Powers  of  Europe  had  acquiesced, 
and  a  Regency  had  been  established  on  the 
basis  of  it.  One  of  the  princesses  of  the  royal 
family  of  Portugal  had  been  appointed  to  that 
office,  and,  upon  an  understanding  between 
the  different  Courts  of  Europe,  Don  Miguel 
had  come  over  to  England,  and  had  pledged 
himself  to  support  the  rights  of  his  niece 
and   uphold  the  Constitution,  and  upon 
faith  in  those  pledges  he  had  been  allowed 
to  return  to  Portugal.    A  body  of  English 
troops  was  then  in  Lisbon,  under  orders  to 
embark  for  England,  but  a  private  order 
was  given  to  the  commanding  officer  that, 
whatever  might  take    place,  under  any 
circumstances  whatever,  the  royal  family 
was  to  be  protected.     Don  Miguel  availed 
himself  of  this,  and  shortly  after  his  return, 
while  the  British  troops  were  yet  at  Lis- 
bon, he  overthrew  that  constitution  which 
he  had  so  solemnly  sworn  to  defend  both  in 
London,  Vienna,  and  Lisbon.  This  conduct 
had  been  denounced  by  different  Courts, 
and  Don  Miguel  had  been  referred  to  by 
this  Government  and  the  past  Government 
of  England  as  a  perjured  usurper,  and 
spoken  of  in  every  term  of  opprobrium.  The 
usurpation  of  Don  Miguel  had  not  been 
acknowledged  by  any  Power,  and  Donna 
Maria  had  not  only  been  treated  by  the 
European    Courts  as  the  Queen  of   all 
Portugal  dejurcf  but  as  the  Queen  de  facto 


of  a  part  of  Portugal^  as  well  as  of  the 
Azores  and  of  the  seas  of  PartugaL  He 
had  hitherto  abstained,  upon  grounds  of 
expediency,  from  putting  any  question  to 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  on  tins  subject*  in 
consequence  of  the  ^utresaiog  state  of  the 
relations  with  Belgium.  Now,  he  was 
glad  to  say,  that  a  treaty  had  been  moit 
satisfactorily  entered  mto  by  Govemment, 
and  this  relieved  him  from  any  emhsjTMs- 
ment  upon  the  subject  of  questaoatDg 
Ministers  upon  the  matter  of  PortugsL 
He  trusted  that  the  noble  .Lord,  whom  he 
saw  in  his  place  (Lord  Palmerstoii),  wouU 
put  the  House  into  poMession  of  aome  is. 
formation  upon  a  subject  of  such  gieit 
importance  to  the  country.  Both  in  s 
political  point  of  view,  and  with  respect  to 
the  commercial  interests  o£  the  community, 
it  was  of  the  highest  consequence  that  the 
connexion  between  Great  Britain  and 
Portugal  should  be  restored,  and  that  the 
rights  of  Donna  Maria  should  be  recognised. 
He  wished  to  know  if  those  ri^ts  hsd 
been  duly  recognised  by  the  Court  of 
England  and  by  the  different  Courts  of 
Europe. 

Viscount  Palmerston  said,  that  he  shouM 
not  answer  in  detail  several  of  the  points  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  speech,  becawise  they 
were  well  known  to  the  House  already.  Ht 
was  well  aware  that  the  suqiension  of 
relations  between  England  and  Portugal, 
and  the  present  condition  of  the  latter 
country,  must  be  attended  with  very  great 
inconvenience  and  positive  injury  to  the 
mercantile  interests  of  Great  Bxitaia.  He 
could  only  say,that  his  Majesty's 
wished  t^t  the  day  might  speedily 
when  the  large  body  of  the  merchants  and 
manufacturers  might  be  relieved  from  the 
inconvenience  which  they  at  present 
suffered.  The  House  well  knew^  that 
Donna  Maria  had  been  acknowledged  as 
queen  of  Portugal  de  jure,  not  by  the 
present  Administration,  but  by  the  Admin* 
istration  which  they  had  suooeeded>  and 
that  a  correspondence  had  taken  place 
on  the  subject  between  the  Duke  of  Wctt- 
ington  and  Donna  Maria's  ministeis,  the 
Marquess  Barbacena  and*  the  Marquess 
Palmella,  in  which  Donna  Maria  had  been 
recognized,  de  jure,  as  queen  of  Postugsl. 
But  the  nature  of  the  hou.  Member's 
question  went  less  to  the  leoognitioD  of  the 
right  than  toascertain  whether  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  were  prepared  to  take  measures 
to  seat  Donna  Maria  on  the  thrtna  As 
soon  as  she  had  established  herself  in  her 
dominions  the  British  Gorenuneiit  was 
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ready  to  acknowledge  her;  but  his  Ma- 
jesty's MiniBten  hm  not  yet  Ken  any 
reason  to  induce  them  to  dmirt  irom  that 
line  of  strict  neutrality  which  they  had 
adopted  from  the  first,  and  which  they  had 
rigidly  observed  throughout  the  contest. 
Vvith  xenpect  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
question  tne  House  would  see  that,  although 
Donna  Maria's  authority  was  acknowledged 
throitghout  the  Asores,  in  a  part  of  Portu- 
gal, and  in  the  Portuguese  seas,  it  could 
not  be  said  that  her  possession  of  only  those 
parts  of  her  dominions  made  her,  in  point 
of  fact,  the  reigning  sovereign  of  PortueaL 
Whenever  events  snould  place  her  in  wat 
ntuation  it  would  follow,  as  a  matter  of 
course,^  that  those  powers  which  had  re- 
cogniaed  her  rights  dejure  should  reoognuBe 
her  right  defado. 

Factobies  Comv  iflsiON.l  Lord  Ashley, 
before  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee,  wished  to  make  a  few  observ. 
ations  upon  the  bad  faith  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  with  respect  to  what  had  been 
the  understanding  of  the  House  in  relation 
to  the  appointment  of  the  Factory  Commi»- 
idon,  and  of  laying  a  copy  of  their  in- 
structions before  the  House.  It  had  been 
promised,  that  a  Return  of  the  names  of 
the  Commissioners,  with  a  copy  of  the 
instructions  under  which  they  acted,  should 
be  laid  on  the  Table,  in  order  that  the 
House  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
objecting  to  either  should  it  see  cause.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say,  that  he  should  have 
objected  to  any  d[  the  Commissioners, 
but  against  some  of  the  instructions,  he 
should  undoubtedly  have  protested;  and 
he  should  have  appealed  to  the  House 
whether  it  was  not  clearly  understood  that 
there  was  to  be  a  fair  and  open  examination 
of  the  operatives,  and  that  every  word 
uttered  snould  be  taken  down  by  a  short- 
hand writer.  The  instructions  had  not 
been  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  three 
weeks  after  the  Commission  had  been 
voled^  and  six  weeks  after  they  had  been 
promised.  He  appealed  to  the  noble  Lord, 
who  was  a  just  and  honest  man,  whether 
it  was  &ir  that  the  evidence  of  any  man 
(and  he  spoke  from  knowledge,  because  one 
man  had  been  examined)  should  be  taken 
in  private,  and  kept  secret  The  evidence 
had  not  been  taken  down  by  a  short-hand 
writer.  Ho  had  a  ri^t  to  expect,  thut  the 
whole  testimony  should  be  laid  on  the 
Table  of  the  House,  and,  if  this  were  not 
done,  he  for  one  would  protest  against  all 
Ibe  evidenoa  of  every  indtvidoal  whidtwas 


calculated  to  afiect  the  evidence  which  had 
already  been  taken  before  the  Committee  of 
the  House.  Did  the  noble  Lord  think  it  right 
to  exclude  the  short-hand  writer,  or  did  he 
think  that  the  House  would  attach  the 
smallest  weight  to  evidence  collected  under 
all  the  suspicions  which  belong  to  secret 
proceedings? 

Lord  AUhorp  conceived,  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Commissioners  to  have  the  evL 
dence  taken  correctly,  and  laid  on  the  Table 
of  that  House.  With  reference  to  the 
other  parts  of  the  question,  in  the  present 
excited  state  of  the  country,  he  thought 
that  objections  might  be  made  to  the  pub- 
licity of  examinations,  although  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Commissioners  to  select  men 
perfectly  competent  to  take  down  the  evi- 
dence they  received.  It  had  been  the 
sense  of  the  House,  that  impartial  persons 
should  be  sent  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the 
children  in  the  manufacturing  districts.  He 
had  certainly  forgot  to  lay  the  instructions 
before  the  House,  but  they  were*very  fuU, 
and  consistent  with  what  had  been  the  un- 
derstanding of  the  House.  It  was  the  wish 
of  Ministers,  that  the  examination  should 
be  a  fair  bondjide  examination. 

Lord  Siormont  said,  that  it  was  well 
known  that  the  evidence  of  one  man  had 
already  been  taken,  and  that  it  had  not 
been  given  in  the  presence  of  any  short- 
hand writer.  The  whole  of  the  evidence 
already  takeui  or  which  might  be  taken  in 
a  similar  manner,  would  go  for  nothing. 

Lord  Ashley  would  speak  from  the  do- 
cuments, a  copy  of  whidh  had  appeared  in 
the  newspapers.  There  was  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Drinkwater,  in  which  he  positively 
objected  to  the  presence  of  a  short-hand 
writer;  and  if  this  were  his  instructions 
from  the  head  Commissioners  in  London, 
he  should  protest  against  the  whole  evi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Robinson  thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
Ministers  to  see  that  the  Commissioners  were 
pursuing  that  course  which  would  lead  to  a 
satisfactory  result.  As  this  was  a  Secret 
Commission,  and  intended  to  conflict  with 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  that  House, 
the  public  mind  would  never  be  satisfied 
that  the  Commission  was  fear  and  honest. 
If  the  Commissioners  were  to  make  a  report 
adverse  to  the  opinion  of  the  Committee, 
the  House  would  be  involved  in  a  mass  of - 
contradictory  evidence,  when  it  came  to 
l^tslate  on  the  subject,  and  the  public 
mmd  would  not  be  satisfied  that  the  ques- 
tion had  been  fairly  dealt  with.  He  feared 
that  no  Report  would  bo  made  by  the* 
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CommiMioners  in  time  to  legislate  on  the 
question,  and  he  protested  against  the  doc- 
trine, that  it  was  not  the  duty  of  Ministers 
to  see  that  the  Commissioners  were  pur« 
suing  a  course  that  could  lead  to  a  satis^ 
factory  result. 

Mr.  Matthias  Atlwood  complained  of  the 
delay  in  the  proceedings.  The  Commis- 
sioners had  declared,  that  they  would  pro- 
ceed in  the  manner  of  the  Judges  in  takine 
their  own  notes,  and  the  nohle  Lord  could 
not  pretend  that  that  was  a  method  calcu- 
lated to  satisfy  any  honourahle  mind.  The 
Commission  had  been  appointed,  on  an  un- 
derstanding that  the  inquiry  should  be 
available  to  the  purposes  of  the  Bill  to  be 
carried  through  Parliament  in  the  present 
Session.  Such  was  the  understanding  ex- 
pressed in  the  Resolutions  to  which  the 
House  had  come.  If  Ministers  had  not 
made  this  principle  the  foundation  of  all 
their  proceedings,  thof  had  not  acted  with 
good  faith  towards  the  House.  The  in. 
structions  to  the  Commissioners  had  nothing 
in  them  of  a  nature  to  make  the  inquiries 
available  to  legislation  before  the  end  of 
the  Session.  It  would  be  the  duty  of 
the  House,  on  the  17th  of  June,  to  pro* 
oeod  as  if  the  Commission  never  had 
existed. 

Lord  Ashley  said,  he  was  empowered  by 
the  operatives  of  Lanciishire,  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and  of  Scotland,  to 
say,  that  it  was  their  wish  that  publicity 
should  be  given  to  their  evidence*  Although 
publicity  might  be  injurious  to  one  or  two 
individuals,  il  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
general  body.  He  had  just  as  much  right 
to  say,  that  he  was  empowered  to  B|)eak 
the  sense  of  the  operatives,  as  any  hon« 
Members  had  a  right  to  say,  that  they  were 
empowered  to  speak  by  their  constituents. 
Delegates  had  been  sent  to  him  from  the 
manufacturing  districts  on  the  subject, 
and  they  had  been  as  fairly  elected  as  any 
Member  had  been  by  any  constituency. 

Sir  George  Phillips  protested  against  the 
noble  Lord  styling  himself  the  Representa- 
tive of  the  operatives.  If  the  Commis- 
sioners adopted  an  open  examination,  the 
objects  of  the  Commission  would  be  de- 
fe«itcd.  The  Commissioners,  in  his  opinion, 
were  taking  tlie  right  way  to  learn  the 
state  and  condition  of  the  operative  classes, 
uud  their  object  was,  to  terminate  their  in*^ 
quirics  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr*  (JConnell  said,  that  the  inquiry  be- 
fore the  C/uniuuttee  had  been  at  the  desire 
of  the  operatives*  and  they  had  wished  for 
uu  cgnccalmunt  or  aecrecy.    The  present 


inquiry  was  at  the  desire  of  thfe  maalcra, 
and  now  the  plan  was  to  take  evidence  tn 
secret.  The  bod  faith  of  the  proceeding  mtn 
obvious. 

Lord  Ashley  had  no  intention  to  take 
upon  himself  a  power  which  he  did  not  in 
reality  possess.  AH  he  had  stated  was,  that 
on  this  question,  and  on  this  alone,  the 
operatives  had  intrusted  their  case  into  his 
liands.  When  he  had  said,  that  he  frag 
empowered  to  demand  an  open  eatonilnatini 
by  the  delegates^  he  alluded  to  the  fiKt, 
that  four  delegates  were  in  London  who 
had  been  elected  (the  vote  having  bees 
taken  by  univenal  suffhige)  by  the  opoa- 
tives  of  the  West  Riding  of  YarUdn, 
and  of  Lancashire ;  and  they  having  in- 
trusted their  case  to  his  care,  he  was  en- 
titled to  say,  that  he  was  as  much  the  Re- 
presentative of  the  operatives  as  any  Moa- 
ber  of  that  House  was  the  Representative 
of  his  constituency* 

m 

MiNi9TBRiAL  Plan  for  thb  Aboli- 
tion OP  Slavbry«P  The  Mouse  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  sul^eot  of 
Colonial  Slavery. 

Mr.  (yConneU  commenced  by  assuiing 
the  Committee  of  his  desire  to  state  hh 
sentiments  with  as  much  brevity  as  possible. 
The  subject,  however,  on  which  he  was 
about  to  address  the  Committee,  was  one, 
the  importance  of  which  it  was  difficult  to 
describe,  and  perhaps  impossible  to  ex- 
aggerate* They  were  called  upon  to  decide 
between  the  freedom,  or  the  contiaoed 
slavery  of  800,000  of  their  fdlow-csrea- 
tures.  The  question  also  embrsoed«  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  the  pecaniary  in- 
terests of  at  least  2,000,000  of  the  Kii^s 
subjects.  The  House  wss  noir  called  upon 
to  act  under  a  most  awful  req)onflifaility, 
and  it  therefore  became  a  matter  of  the 
highest  importance,  that  they  should  under. 
stand  the  precise  position  in  which  tiicy 
stood,  and  in  which  the  question  stood  at 
the  present  moment.  One  feature  oC  the 
present  state  of  the  question  was»  the 
abolition  of  slavery  was  demanded  by  the 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  whole  coon* 
try.  The  annals  of  Parliament  scsmly 
furnished  an  instance  in  which  so  maar 
petitions  were  presented  from  so  many  diN 
ferent  petitioners.  By  the  last  Bmpatt  at 
the  Committee  on  Public  Petitions^  it  ap* 
peared  that  1,S00,000  ngnatures  had  been 
affixed  to  petitions  against  slavoy ;  and 
since  that  Report  was  made,  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  number  had  been  ineteased 
to  a  million  and  a  balf^jesy  a  miUiaa  and 
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ft  ludf  of  thm  fellow-subjects  in  this 
quarter  of  the  world  had  called  upon  them 
to  lifaente  their  brethren  at  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  and  to  put  an  end  to 
negro  slaYery  for  ever.  There  could  not 
be  a  more  complete  expression  of  public 
opinion  than  those  petitions  presented— 
they  were  signed  by  persons  in  every  grade, 
and  of  every  age,  and  of  every  class ;  and 
both  sexes  unit«i  in  demanding,  that  slavery 
should  be  put  an  end  to  throughout  the 
territories  of  this  nation.  Some  persons 
had  been  found  to  attempt  to  cast  ridicule 
upon  the  petitions  to  which  he  had  been 
alluding,  on  the  score  of  their  having  been 
signed  chiefly  by  females.  He  would  say~ 
and  he  cared  not  who  the  person  was  of 
whom  he  said  it— he  would  sav,  that  that 
person  had  had  the  audacity  to  taunt  the 
maids  and  natrons  of  England  with  the 
offence  of  demanding  that  their  fellow- 
subjects  in  another  cbme  should  be  emanci- 
pated. He  would  say  nothing  of  the  bad 
taste  and  the  bad  feeling  which  such  a 
taunt  betrayed — he  would  merely  confine 
himself  to  the  expression  of  an  opinion,  in 
which  he  was  sure  that  every  Member  of 
that  House  would  concur  with  him, 
namely,  that  if  ever  the  females  had  a 
right  to  in^rfete^  it  was  upon  that  occa- 
sion. Assuredly,  the  crying  grievance  of 
slavery  most  have  sunk  deep  into  the 
hearts,  and  strongly  excited  the  feelings  of 
the  British  nation,  before  the  females  of 
this  oonntry  could  have  laid  aside  the  re- 
tiredness  of  their  character  to  oome  forward 
and  interfere  in  political  matters.  Never 
had  there  been  so  much  reason  for  their 
doing  so— had  there  been  no  instance  but 
that  one  case,  in  which  thirty-nine  lashes 
were  infiieted  upon  a  naked  female  for  an 
oflenoe  of  no  very  aggravated  nature,  if  she 
were  guilty  at  all,  and  those  thirty-nine 
lashes  repeated,  merely  because  she  pre- 
sumed to  say  that  she  had  not  deserved 
sudt  treatment  That  was  the  wanton 
cruelty  of  a  ruffian  at  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic;  and  he  hesitated  not  to  say, 
that  the  man,  whoever  he  might  be,  who 
bad  taunted  the  females  of  Great  Britain 
with  having  petitioned  Pariiament — the 
man  who  could  do  that,  was  almost  as 
great  a  ruffian  as  the  wielder  of  the  cart- 
whip,  which  gave  occasion  to  that  inter, 
feienoe.  He  would  again  call  their  atten- 
tion to  the  position  in  which  the  question 
stood.  The  first  fact  was,  that  the  people 
of  £og^aiid  desired  the  emancipation  of  the 
negroes.  The  second  of  these  important 
iMa  wai|  that  the  Government  bad  agreed 


to  emancipation.  And  the  third  was,  (and 
of  all  it  was  tlic  most  important)  that  even 
those  who  had  hitherto  been  opposed  to 
emancipation,  now  acknowledged  its  ne- 
cessity. The  (Committee  had  H&tened  to 
the  speeches,  un  the  first  night  of  the  pre- 
sent debate,  of  the  riglit  hon.  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies,  and  the  late  Under  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies.  He  bad  subsequently 
read  the  report  of  the  right  hon.  Secretary's 
speech,  and  he  was  glad  to  trace  there  the 
identical  words  used  by  him  in  the  House. 
The  noble  Lord,  he  was  happy  to  sec.  had 
published  his  speech  under  his  own  sanc- 
tion. Now,  the  statements  of  both  right 
hon.  persons  proved  indubitably  the  case  of 
the  anti-slavery  advocates,  of  whom  he 
was  proud  to  acknowledge  himself  a  humble 
supporter,  and  thus  the  satisfactory  truth 
would  now  appear  on  the  records  of  Parlia- 
ment, that  the  Secretaries  for  the  Colonies 
were  witnesses  to  the  truth  of  that  cause  to 
which  the  slavery  abolitionists  were  de. 
voted.  The  way  in  which  he  came  at  the 
evidence  on  the  subject  of  slavery  was  this: 
here  on  the  one  side  was  the  testimony  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  that  House  relative 
to  the  condition  of  the  slave  population  ; 
and  then,  on  the  other  hand,  the  owners  of 
what  was  alleged  to  be  l65  millions  of 
money,  were  pledged  to  disprove  that  evi- 
dence. Had  they  done  so.^  They  had 
certainly  contradicted  the  most  flogrant  of 
the  statements  mode  against  the  planters  ; 
but  had  they  disproved  them  ?  The  state, 
ments — founded  on  evidence,  as  he  could 
not  but  believe,  for  the  Committee  had 
elicited  evidence^- the  statements  of  the 
right  hon.  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  had 
bron  assailed,  as  was  believed,  by  the  as- 
sailants, in  three  of  their  most  vulncraUe 
ix)ints.  The  first  attack  was  upon  his 
assertion  relative  to  the  peremptory  power 
of  the  planter  to  give  his  slave  thirty-nine 
lashes  without  reference  to  any  authority 
than  that  of  his  overseer.  The  next  was 
a  denial  that  the  Colonial  Legislature  hod 
done  nothing  since  1825,  when  Mr.  Can- 
ning's resolutions  passed  aCommittee  of  that 
House.  And  the  other  ground  of  attack  was 
the  total  rqnidiation  of  his  assertion  with 
respect  to  the  mortality  of  the  negroes  in 
the  sugar  plantations.  How  stood  the 
first  ?  The  case  of  Henry  Williams  would 
be  a  full  and  sufficient  proof  of  the  fact, 
that  the  horrible  and  tyrannical  power 
possessed  by  the  planters,  of  inflicting  at 
once  thirty-nine  lashes,  was  yet  in  full  force 
The  slave,  Henry  Williams,  was  convicted, 
in  bis  owner's  mindj  of  attending  an  Inde« 
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pendent  meeting-house,  and  he  was  pu- 
nished by  thirty-nine  articles  [Immense 
laughter.^  He  had  been  happy  and  un- 
happy in  his  mistake;  he  meant  thirty- 
nine  lashes  were  inflicted  upon  this  human 
beingy  because  he  attend^  an  establish- 
ment not  countenanced  by  that  which  was 
based  on  the  thirty-nine  articles.  Well,  he 
was  laid  down,  tied  fast,  and  lashed,  and 
his  sister,  with  true  fraternal  affection, 
sighed  to  see  a  man,  her  brother,  thus 
degraded.  Her  sigh  reached  the  ear  of  the 
planter,  her  owner,  and  he  instantly  exer- 
cised the  power  of  brute  force  with  which 
he  was  endowed,  and  exposed  her  naked 
back  to  the  same  number  of  lashes.  Did 
any  one  ask  for  proofs?  Let  him  refer 
them  to  Lord  Godlerich's  despatch.  There 
the  circumstances  were  stated,  and  from 
that  official  document  were  his  assertions 
drawn.  So  much  for  the  first  attack  on 
the  right  hon.  Secretary's  statement.  And 
now  lor  the  second.  It  was  denied  that 
the  Colonial  Legislature  had  done  nothing 
towards  bettering  the  condition  of  the 
negroes  since  18S3.  He  need  do  no  more 
than  refer  the  Committee  to  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  a  triumphant 
refutation  of  this  assertion  ;  and  as  for  the 
declaration,  that  the  negro  population  was 
under  an  extraordinary  ratio  of  decrease 
compared  with  that  of  other  countries,  he 
would  only  state  the  fact,  that,  taking  the 
average  of  deaths  in  England  and  the  West 
Indies,  he  found,  that  in  every  1,720  per- 
sons, there  were  sixty-five  deaths  in  the 
West  Indies  to  thirty-one  in  England. 
Those  were  facts  which  no  man  would 
deny,  and  every  Member  who  seemed  to 
advocate  the  views  of  what  were  called 
the  West- India  body,  from  the  hon. 
Baronet,  the  member  for  Bristol,  to  the 
member  for  Kidderminster,  all  agreed  that 
not  only  must  slavery  be  abolished,  but 
that  the  time  had  arrived  for  that  abolition. 
The  negroes,  no  doubt,  would  be  made 
aware  of  the  fact,  that  such  had  been 
the  unanimous  decision  of  the  British 
Parliament,  and  of  the  British  nation, 
and  the  only  real  danger  in  the  matter 
would  be  to  palter  with  their  feelings, 
and  trifle  with  death  and  destruction. 
For  himself,  if  the  House  sat  till  Christmas, 
he  was  ready  to  go  through  with  it,  because 
the  Parliament  was  required  to  wash  thestain 
of  slavery  away.  Indeed  he  was  willing 
to  postpone  aU  other  business  whatever,  in 
order  to  get  through  this  most  momentous 
strugsle.  The  case  c^  St  Domingo  pre- 
Wuted  an  awful  example  of  the  diuig^  of 


delay.     He  would  not  detain  the  House  by 
going  into. the  details  of  that  case,  whidi 
had  been  already  touched  upon  by  more 
than  one  speaker,  but  he  could  not  avoid 
referring  to  it  as  one  which  presented  to 
them  an  awful  warning.  The  fint  step  which 
led  to  some  of  the  calamitous  events  in  that 
colony  was  the  declaration  of  the  National 
Assembly,  that  the  slave  population  was 
free,  and  then  the  attempt  to  palter  and  go 
back  from  that  declaration.     There  werr 
three  conflicting  parties  on  the  ialand,  the 
Catholics,  the  Royalists,  and  the  Repabu 
licans.     The  Catholic  priesthood  were  so 
incensed  against  the  infidel   Republioans, 
that  they,  one  and  all,  roused  up  a  spirit  of 
insurrection,  and  led  the  slaves  forth  to 
fight  against  their  masters.     That  was  a 
curious  historical  fact     It  was,  in  fact,  the' 
whites  alone    who  caused    the    dreadlul 
scenes  which  subsequently  occurred  in  the 
island.     The  British  Government  sent  over 
an  army,  and  there  were  three  years  of 
bloody   war,  of  which   the   Briti^  army 
were  the  greatest  victims.     Who  put  an 
end  to  that  war  ?     A  slave,  Toussaint,  one 
of  the  greatest  and  most  humane  men  that 
ever  lived,  who  restored  as  many  whites 
as  possible  to  their  estates.     Napoleon,  in 
his  madness  for  colonies,  sent  an  army  of 
18,000  men  to  reconquer  St.  DoDiingo,and 
that   army  devastated    the  country.      In 
1826  the  French  government  acknowledged 
their  independence,  and  they  have  since 
doubled  in  population,  and  fast  increased 
in  civilization.     He  bad  heard  some  hint 
thrown  out,  that  if  the  slaves  were  emanci- 
pated, they  would  spend  their  time  in  la- 
scivious idleness.    Every  thing  which  ex- 
perience had  shown  went  to  prove,  that  this 
imputation    was     unfounded;    they    had 
shown  as  much  disposition  to  industrious 
exertion  as  any  other  set  of  men.     Need  he 
go  beyond  St  Domingo  for  proofs  ?     The 
leader  of  the  opposition  there  was  a  pure 
negro,  a  practising  barrister,  and  a  man  of 
considerable  ability.      Some  of  the  most 
important  offices  in  that  colony  were  aUy 
filled  by  pure  negroes,  or  men  of  colour ; 
and  he  might  add,  that  the  best  work  on 
botany  was  written  in  that  colony  by  a 
pure  negro.     They  should  not  judge  of  the 
negro  by  what  they  found  him  in  a  state  of 
slavery;  let  them  look  at  what  he  was 
capable  of  doing,  and  what  he  had  done, 
when  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  freedom. 
When  such  was  the  negro  character,  why 
should  he  be  hampered  with  the  unnecessary 
restrictions  of  the  right  hon.  Secretary  for 
thecolonieB?    He  waafit  for  freedom,  or  fao 
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was  not»  and  he  considered  that  the  main 
question  was,  and  the  reason  whj  he  should 
oppose  the  Resolution  of  the  right  hon. 
Secretary  wasj  that  he  thought  the  House 
ought  to  divide  on  the  grand  point  of 
slavery  or  no  slavery.  The  time  for  tempo, 
rising  was  too  late,  and  this  probationary 
peri^,  now  at  length  proposed,  ought  to 
have  begun  ten  years  ago,  when  Mr. 
Canning's  Resolutions  were  passed.  ]  t  was 
his  opinion  that  the  men  who  showed  that 
they  could  bear  skvery,  most  assuredly 
afforded  a  very  strong  presumption  that 
they  could  bear  freedom.  With  respect  to 
three*  fourths  of  the  negro's  time  being 
given  to  the  planter,  and  one-fourth 
allowed  to  the  negro,  it  was  in  human 
nature  probable  that  the  planter  would 
make  as  much  use  of  the  time  allowed  to 
him  as  possible,  that  he  would  make  every 
effort  to  make  it  valuable,  and  endeavour 
that  the  period  of  one-fourth  allowed  to 
the  negro  should  be  of  as  little  use  to  the 
negro  as  possible.  There  was  certainly  a 
novelty  in  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  plan 
— ^it  introduced  a  new  state  of  society. 
There  had  been  nations  of  hunters,  and  of 
shepherds,  and  of  agriculturists,'  and  of 
masters  and  slaves;  but  never  before  had 
they  heard  of  a  nation  of  nutsters  and  appren- 
tices. An  old  woman  of  eighty  was  to  be- 
come an  apprentice,  and  she  was  to  be  told 
that  if  she  lived  till  ninety-two,  she  would 
he  out  of  her  time,  and  might  commence  a 
life  of  gaiety  and  jollity  on  her  own  account. 
They  were  to  send  out  stipendiary  Magis- 
trates to  compel  the  negroes  to  work —  it 
would  be  more  wise  to  call  in  the  police  to 
scold  and  punish  the  servants  in  every  house 
in  London.  It  could  not  be  even  tried 
without  ridicule,  or  something  worse.  It 
would  do  nothing  more  than  cause  con- 
tinued irritation  and  quarrelling  between 
the  negro  and  the  master ;  it  would  miti- 
gate no  single  evil;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
would  increase  ten- fold  the  difficulties  of 
the  planter.  What  would  be  the  feeling  of 
the  slave  during  his  period  of  absence  from 
labour  ?  What  would  he  say  when  he  un. 
derstood  that  he  was  free  for  on&iburth  of 
his  time,  and  that  he  was  compelled  to 
labour  three-fourths  of  the  day  for  his 
master?  In  what  way  would  he  be  com- 
pelled to  labour  for  his  master  three-fourths 
of  the  day  }  Not  by  the  lash,  surely,  for 
that  was  no  longer  to  be  used.  The  plan 
was,  that  stipendiary  Magistrates  were  to 
be  sent  out,  and  these  Magistrates  were 
to  watch  over  the  'Working  of  325,000 
negroes,  in  Jamaica  for  example^  where  there 


was  more  than  that  number  durinff  five 
days  of  the  week !  Nothing  coiud  be 
more  ridiculous  than  such  a  plan.  In  every 
point-*in  point  of  theory  and  of  operation. 
It  was  decidedly  bad.  There  was  but  one 
scheme  to  be  pursued — the  only  one  that 
could  succeed — and  that  was,  first  the  liber- 
ation of  the  negro,  and  then,  when  that  was 
done,  let  the  planter's  case  be  taken  into 
consideration.  He  would  call,  therefore, 
on  Ministers  to  abandon  their  impracticable 
scheme  of  apprenticeship— a  scheme  as  yet 
untried  by  experience — the  consequence  of 
which  would  be  ridicule,  if  it  were  not  at- 
tended by  something  worse  and  more  se- 
rious. What  could  be  intended  by  that 
part  of  the  measure— was  it  for  the  nke  of 
economy?  If  so,  it  would  fail,  for  he 
maintained  that  in  every  state  and  clime 
freelabour  was  proved  to  be  in  the  endcheaper 
than  forced  or  slave  labour.  When  he  pro- 
posed the  entire  liberation  of  the  negro,  he 
did  not  seek  to  take  away  from  the  planter 
any  one  thing  that  was  his  legitimate  pro- 
perty—-he  did  not  seek  to  take  away  his  plan- 
tations, his  lands,  his  houses  or  anything  that 
was  his — ^what  he  proposed  to  take  away  was 
the  negro,  as  he  was  not  the  property  of  the 
planter.  He  said  emancipate  the  shtve  first, 
and  then  if  the  planter  had  a  daim  for  com- 
pensation hear  him.  He  thought  he  had  no 
claim,  because  the  abolition  would  be  a 
great  benefit  to  him,  by  giving  him  security, 
with  respect  to  a  provision  for  the  old  age 
of  the  negro,  he  would  not  advise  exactly 
Poor-laws,  though  what  he  was  disposed 
'  to  advise  was  something  like  them,  since  he 
thought,  that  the  aged  slave  should  be  re- 
compensed for  the  amount  of  labour  per- 
formed when  he  was  capable  of  working. 
If  the  negro  became  an  idler,  let  him  share 
the  fate  of  the  idler-*let  him  perish. .  His 
own  opinions  were  fortified  by  the  state- 
ments of  Mr.  Jeremie,  who,,  in  his  work, 
showed  that  negroes  would  work  without 
compulsion  when  freed  and  left  to  them, 
selves.  It  was  proved  by  Dr.  Ckrke  who 
was  an  unwilling  witness,  that  Sir  Charles 
Price,  by  emancipating  the  best  negro  on 
his  estate  every  year,  greatly  increased  the 
value  of  his  property,  so  great  was  the 
effect  of  the  hope  of  procuring  emancqm- 
tion.  And  that  was  in  Jamaica.  In  se- 
Teial  instances  when  emancipated,  they  had 
established  manufactories  and  worked  for 
themselves,  actuated  by  the  same  motives 
as  European  artisans.  In  Antigua,  no  less 
than  407  captured  n^;roes  had  been  liber* 
ated  in  1827>  and  the  result  was,  that  they 
turned  out  Uie  most  useful  part  of  the  popiv* 
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lation  there.     If  Trinidad  were  taken,  a 
similar  instance  would  be  found*     In  that 
island  774  negroes,  the  property  of  the 
Crown,  were  emancipated,  and  the  result 
was,  that  in  eight  years  their  population  in- 
creased   to   973.      What  was  more,   the 
officers  of  the  Crown   reported  of    those 
negroes  that  they  had  not  only  increased  in 
population,  but  that  they  had  become  in- 
dustrious, fulfilled  every  moral  duty,  and 
had    become  extremely   religious.      What 
was  the  cause  of  this  amelioration  in  their 
condition?     All  that  was  done  for  them 
was,  that  liberty  was  granted  to  them — but 
that  was  everything,  and  all  they  required. 
Now,  let  the  slaves  in  the  sugar  colonies  be 
compared   with    those    liberated    negroes. 
It  would  be  found,  that  in  the  sugar  colo. 
nies  they   were  decreasing  in  numbers  in 
consequence  of  their  treatment ;  that  under 
the  lash  their  number  diminished,  and  that 
their  sufferings  and  sorrows  ascended   to 
Heaven  in  cries  of   blood.      He    would 
again   take  the   two    free  settlements  at 
Surinam,  and  he  would  show^  according  to 
Mr.  Austin,  that,  liot withstanding  the  un. 
healthiness  of  that  climate,  the  free  negroes 
there  were  increasing  in  population  and  in 
wealth.     It  would  be  the  same  if  the  con. 
dition  of  the  free  negroes  of  Demerara  and 
Mexico  were  considered.     He  begged  to 
mention  a  fact  relative  to  1,500  negroes 
apprenticed  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
So  long  as  they  were  in  a  state  of  ap. 
prenticeship  they  were  perfectly    useless 
to  those  for  whom  they  worked ;  but  when 
they  were  liberated  things  changed,  and 
they  became  most  useful  and  industrious. 
How    did   the   liberated   negroes   of   the 
Caraccas  l)ehave  ?     Why,  it  was  they  who 
fought  the  fight  of  freedom  against  the 
veteran   troops   of    Spain  —  against  those 
troops  who  had  distinguished  themselves 
against  the  French,  who  had  fought  side 
by  side  with  the  English,  and  must  have 
profited   by   their  example.      Yes,    those 
liberated  Ca^dores  under  Bolivar  fought 
with  great  bravery,  and  better  troops  than 
they,  were,   perhaps,  never  known.      All 
these  facts  he  considered  fully  sufficient  to 
prove,  that  the  Negro  deserved  his  freedom, 
and  that  compulsion  was  not  necessary  to 
make  him  useful  and  industrious.     In  the 
troubles  of  the  South  American  contest  did 
the  negroes  avail  themselves  of  any  single 
opportunity  to  show  their  rancour  against 
the  Whites  ?    They  did  not — ^they  showed 
themselves  throughout  those  troubles  ex. 
eel  lent  and  peaceable  citizens.   The  Negro, 
then,  might  be  emancipated  with  security. 


and  with  advantage  to  the  planters.  Encragli 
had  been  said  about  their  working  under  the 
lash.     But  had  anybody  as  yet  brooght  for. 
ward  any  evidence  to  show  that  the  negroes 
would  not  work  if  they  were  set  free  ?    No 
such  evidence  had  been  adduced — tm  such 
fact  had  been  proved.     They  were  betngs 
of  the  same  flesh,  bone,  and  muscle  as  our^ 
selves — they  were  imbued  with  the  same 
immortal  spirit — ^they  were  rendered  heirs, 
by  the  same  blood,  to  the  same  glorious 
eternity  as  we — and  was  it  to  become  in 
these  days  a  question  and  a  doubt  vrhether 
they  were  entitled  to  the  first  birthright  ti 
mankind — freedom  ?    He  would  put  a  case : 
suppose  that  the  hon.  member  for  Lancaster 
who  had  so  ably  and  eloquently  defended 
the  cause  of  the  West  Indians,   was  taken 
prisoner  on    his  way    out    to   the  West 
Indies,  by  a  corsair,  and  sold  for  a  slave, 
should  he  remonstrate  and    ny  he   had 
primitive  as  well  as  rational  rights  whidi 
interdicted  his  being  considered  as  a  slave, 
he  would  doubtless  be  told  there  was  a  law 
in  that  country  making  him  a  slave,  and 
thirty-nine  lashes  would  be  his  least  re^ 
ward  for  talking  reason  to  his   master. 
There  was  no  doubt  it  w^s  law  perhaps 
in  his  mind,  and   that  of  every    MufVi 
in    Algiers ;    but    in    defenee    of    the 
natural  rights  to  liberty  of  British   sub- 
jects our  fleets  had  been  commissioned,  and 
justly  and  heroically,  to  blow  up  the  bat- 
teries, and  huge  mounds,  and  the  proud 
Goletta  of  the  Barbarian,  and  teach  him 
there  were  rights  which  no  law  of  any 
nation  under  Heaven  could  wrest  from 
human  beings.      The   hon.  member    for 
Kidderminster  had  contended  for  the  claim 
of  property  in  the  slave.     He  said  if  he 
purchflUBed  a  slave,  it  was  his  property,  as 
much  as  a  steam^ngine  or  any  other  pro. 
perty,  either  in  England  or  Jamaica.  That 
was  true;  if  he  purchased  an  engine  in 
England,  it  was  his  property  in  Jamaica ; 
but  let  him  purchase  a  slave  in  Jamaica, 
and  bring  him  to  England,  and  then  claim 
his  property.      One  half.minute    in   the 
King's  Bench  would  set  aside  his  dslni  of 
property,  and  set  the  neg^  free.     In  the 
case  of  the  slave  Somerset,  Lord  Mansfield 
said,  that  a  slave  was  property  by  custom, 
and  not  by  law ;  and  that  custom  was  bad, 
and  would  not  be  pleaded  when  it  related 
to  the  liberty  of  the  individual.    A  Judge 
of  the  land  had  condemned  the  custom  as 
bad  in  law.     Blackstone  had  laid  it  down 
as  a  principle  that  the  English  Gonsdtution 
protected  all  those  to  whom  it  extended.  It 
afforded  its  proteotion  to  the  slave,  and  if  a 
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writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  was  given  to  tbe 
West  Indies^  the  moment  the  negro  ap- 
peared in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  he 
would  be  emancipated,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
slave  Somerset.  Political  rights  were  in- 
tended only  to  protect  natural  rights :  they 
did  not  precede  natural  rights.  Liberty 
was  a  natural  right,  and  no  one  untainted 
with  crime  could  be  deprived  of  it.  Slavery 
continued  to  the  present  day  a  crime  on  the 
annals  of  mankind.  The  first  filching  of 
the  man  from  his  home  in  Africa  was  a 
crime,  but  the  crime  was  doubled  in  re- 
taining the  man's  son  as  a  slave.  Every 
step  of  the  proof  of  property  was  more 
deeply  dyed  in  iniquity.  The  story  of  the 
Wolf  and  the  Lamb  was  not  its  parallel  in 
guilt  as  to  the  principle  it  comprised.  It 
was  a  fact,  not  a  nuisance  to  be  abated, 
but  an  abomination  to  be  trampled  by  us 
Christians  in  the  dust.  Let  this  Lcgis. 
lature  avoid  the  example  of  the  political 
hypocrites  of  America,  who,  when  in  re- 
bellion against  this  country,  adopted  the 
famous  maxim — *'  That  all  men  were  bom 
equal  and  free,"  but  who  even  yet  un- 
blushingly  continued  the  hateful  system  of 
negro  slavery  in  its  must  hateful  form.  He 
hoped  that  this  countir  would  set  the 
Americans  an  example  of  true  freedom,  and 
stigmatise  their  conduct  in  continuing 
slavery,  as  tyranny  and  robbery.  He 
called  on  the  House  to  extinguish  the 
hateful  system — ^not  only  in  justice  to  their 
own  country,  but  to  the  world.  He  would 
not  then  enter  into  the  question  of  com- 
pensation ;  but  he  hoped  that  in  considering 
tliat,  and  the  whole  question,  all  jealousy, 
and  all  hankering  after  a  system  which 
was  tolerable  to  its  advocates  only  from  its 
lonff  standing,  would  be  laid  aside,  as  was 
well  recommended  by  the  hon  member  for 
Lancaster,  in  his  beautiful  and  eloquent 
speech  on  a  former  evening.  He  hoped 
that  fear  would  not  prevent  the  House 
from  doing  justice  to  that  large  portion 
of  their  fellow-rocn,  but  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  would  be  just,  and  fear  not. 
Lord  Dalmeny  said,  that  much  as  he 
admired  the  eloquence  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  for  Dublin,  he  could  not 
agree  with  him  in  opinion,  that  immediate 
emancipation  would  be  a  safe  or  proper 
measure  in  the  present  state  of  the  slaves. 
The  hon.  and  learned  frentleman  argued  as 
if  immediate  emancipation  were  synony- 
mous with  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  the 
slaves  themselves,  and  with  the  prosperity 
of  the  colonies.  He  should  as  soon  think 
of  removing  the  shackles  from  all  the  in- 


mates of  a  madhouse,  and  letting  them 
loose  upon  society.  The  negro  population 
of  the  colonies  were  not  yet  in  such  a  state 
of  moral  or  intellectual  advancement  as  to 
be  capable  of  profiting  by  freedom.  What- 
ever might  be  their  natural  faculties  and 
powers,  they  were  hitherto  allowed  to  run 
waste,  and  without  gradual  preparation  for 
a  state  of  freedom,  in  place  of  being  a 
blessing,  it  would  only  be  a  curse  to  them. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  argued 
as  if  the  mere  circumstance  of  emancipa. 
tion  would  be  sufficient  of  itself  to  fit  them 
immediately  for  all  the  duties  and  enjoy- 
ments of  civilized  society.  This  was  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  human  nature, 
which  proved  that  some  degree  of  previous 
preparation  and  education  were  necessary 
to  fit  men  for  freedom.  He  was  apprc. 
hensive  of  that  burning  desire  fur  vengeance 
which  had  been  more  nourished  than  re. 
pressed  by  long  ages  of  tyranny.  Revenge 
was  in  their  bosoms  only  a  cold  and  sleeping 
serpent ;  let  it  be  only  wanned  into  life  by 
the  day  of  liberty,  and  it  would  spring 
upon  its  victim.  Immediate  emancipation 
would  only  deliver  the  slaves  up  to  the 
dominion  of  their  own  bad  passions,  which 
would  be  found  far  worse  even  for  the 
slaves  themselves  than  the  dominion  of  the 
planters. 

Lord  Sandon  said,  he  had  n^ver  defended 
the  system  of  slaveiy ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, had  always  been  inclined  to  con- 
sider the  best  means  of  getting  rid  of  it. 
Every  Gentleman  connected  with  the 
West  Indies,  who  had  spoken  on  the 
question,  admitted  the  necessity  of  the 
emancipation  of  the  slaves,  and  he  thought 
it  hardly  fair,  therefore,  that  the  odium 
should  be  thrown  upon  them,  of  being  en- 
tirely opposed  to  it.  If  that  debate  on  the 
question  had  happened  last  year,  it  might 
perhaps  be  excusable  that  some  Members 
should  make  an  appeal  to  popular  feeling ; 
but  it  being  now  admitted  that  slavery  must 
be  abolished,  it  was  not  right  to  bring  odium 
upon  the  West.India  proprietctrs,  without 
whose  concurrence  emancipation  could  not 
be  effected.  He  believed  that  the  cruelties 
and  tyranny  exercised  towards  the  slaves 
had  been  much  exaggerated,  at  the  same 
rime  that  he  would  admit  (hat  slavery  was 
one  of  the  deepest  sources  of  moral  degrada- 
tion. He  even  believed  that  it  was  worse 
in  its  moral  eflects  on  the  master  than  on 
the  slave.  That,  however,  was  not  now  the 
question.  l*he  question  was,  how  it  could 
be  abolished  with  least  injury  to  individuals, 
and  least  danger  to  the  State.     He  believed 
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also,  that  the  statement  made  of  the.  decrease 
of  the  numher  of  the  slaves  from  ^over- 
working and  had  usage  had  been  much  over- 
rated. He  would  rest  the  truth  of  his 
doubts  upon  that  subject,  upon  the  argu. 
ments  made  use  of  by  one  of  the  greatest 
advocates  of  emancipation — the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Weymouth — who  said,  that  if  wages 
were  given  to  the  negroes,  they  would  work 
more  than  they  did  at  present,  without  doing 
themselves  any  injury.  If  that  were  true, 
what  became  of  the  argument  that  over- 
workingand  over^bour  caused  the  decrease  ? 
Among  other  evidence  which  corroborated 
him  in  his  views,  was  that  of  Mr.  Taylor, 
who  said  in  his  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee,  that  he  had  seen  slaves  go  to  market 
in  coats  which  he  would  not  himself  be 
ashamed  to  wear,  and  that  they  were  fully 
fed  all  the  year  round.  But  even  those  who 
most  strongly  advocated  the  effect  of  over** 
working  on  the  state  of  the  population,  were 
obliged  to  admit  that  much  of  the  decrease 
was  attributable  to  the  inequality  in  the 
sexes.  In  stating  his  views  on  this  ques- 
tion, he  would  consider  it  in  regard  to  the 
many  numerous  classes  'nterested  in  its 
settlement.  He  would  c  ier  it,  first,  as 
regarded  the  West-India  I  anters;  secondly, 
as  regarded  the  manufacturers  of  this  coun- 
try ;  then  as  regarded  the  shipping  interest, 
and  the  interest  of  all  the  industrious  classes 
of  this  country,  who  obtained  much  of  their 
subsistence  from  labourpaid  for  by  the  West^ 
India  capital ;  and,  lastly,  as  r^rded  our 
finances,  which  derived  eight  miHions  from 
the  same  source.  And  he  would  ask,  after 
stating  that  so  many  interests  were  con- 
cerned, what  question  could  be  more  impor- 
tant or  more  deserving  of  strict  and  careful 
inquiry,  before  they  proceeded  to  make 
experiments  concerning  it  ?  With  regard  to 
the  interest  of  the  planters,  he  found  that 
the  total  value  of  the  sugar,  molasses,  &c. 
raised  in  our  West-India  plantations, 
amounted  to  7|8^7,000/. ;  the  exports  from 
Great  Britain  to  the  West  Indies  in  the 
shape  of  stores,  was  2,500,000/. ;  and  that 
the  freight  and  sailinjg  charges  upon  those 
stores,  amounted  to  1 ,600,000/.  This  made 
the  t0tal  amount  of  exports  to  the  West^- 
India  colonies  4,600,000/.,  which  being  de. 
ducted  from  the  imports,  left  a  balance  of 
3,257*000/.;  and  this  balance  being  the 
difierenoe  between  what  was  sent  from  the 
colonies  to  this  country,  and  what  was  sent 
from  this  country  to  the  colonies,  he  con- 
sidered about  the  income  of  the*  West-India 
proprietors.  Now,  it  should  be  recollected 
that  that  three  millions  were  almost  wholly 


spent  in  this  country — ^its  e£fect  waff  fottad 
in  tliis  and  every  town  in  the  kingdom,  and 
there  was  not  a  town  in  tlie  kingdom  but 
would  feel  the  bad  effect  of  any  diminutiao 
in  our  revenue  from  the  colonies.  Tbea, 
with  regard  to  our  manufacturer^  be  would 
beg  to  ask  if  they,  in  their  already  deprcjoed 
and  struggling  situation,  could  afiord  to  lose 
such  a  market  as  the  colonies  opened  to 
them  ?  With  regard  to  our  shipping  inter* 
est,  he  found  that  250,000  tons  of  Britidi 
shipping  were  engaged  in  carrying  produce 
from,  and  stores  to,  the  West-India  colonies, 
besides  80,000  tons  employed  in  the  West 
Indies  themselves,  in  carrying  pnmsou 
from  the  neighbouring  shores  of  Ameti^ 
but  which  stm  were  British  shipping.  Tbb 
was  the  great  interest  which  the  Briti^ 
shipping  had  in  the  preservation  of  tiie  co* 
lonies;  and  suppose  the  proposed  expeii 
ment  did  not  succeed,  what  would  be  the 
consequence?  That  250,000  additiomii  loos 
would  be  thrown  into  the  market.  Tber 
should  likewise  recollect  the  immense  capi- 
tal invested  in  our  refineries  and  warehonses 
in  this  country,  all  of  which  would  suffer 
seriously  should  produce  cease  to  arrive  ftoio 
the  colonies.  He  knew  that  in  Liverpool 
alone  the  loss  in  warehouses  would  be 
enormous.  Nor  should  they  leave  the  in- 
terest of  the  colonists  and  of  the  slaves  oat 
of  view.  Looking  to  all  those  imporlanl 
interests,  and  looking  also  to  the  effect  whidi 
the  loss  of  the  colonies  would  have  npoa  our 
monetary  system,  the  House  would  aee,  thai 
as  the  question  was  no  longer  tbe  continu- 
ance or  non-continuance  of  the  sUvery  sys- 
tem, they  ought  carefully  to  consider  in 
what  manner  emancipation  might  be  eti^ded 
so  as  to  do  the  least  possiUe  injury  to  all 
concerned.  It  ought  to  be  recollected,  loo, 
that  there  was  humanity  on  the  one  sideas 
well  as  on  the  other,  and  that  thousands, 
nay  millions,  were  dependent  on  the  coiku 
nies  for  support  who  had  as  good  a  claim  to 
the  humanity  of  the  House  as  tbe  slaves 
They  ought  to  look  to  the  question,  then, 
not  with  a  view  of  getting  rid  of  it,  hut 
with  the  view  of  so  settling  it,  that  not  only 
the  slaves  should  be  free,  but  the  agonies 
productive.  What,  then,  wasjlhe  fint  ele- 
ment of  such  a  settlement  to  be  oonaidevcd  ? 
It  would  be  easy  to  abolish  slavery,  bat  bow 
were  they  to  create  a  wholesome  state  of 
society,  fit  for  the  reception  of  freedom  P  In 
his  opinion  the  passing  of  the  slaves  from  a 
state  of  shivery  to  one  of  freedom  was  an 
experiment, '  the '  success  of  which  wan  vety 
problematioBl,  and  they  had  no  instances  of 
its  success  in  any  other  country.*    Tbey 
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were  indeed  told  of  Mexico  and  Venexuela^ 
where  the  slaves  bad  been  emancipated 
without  subsequently  murdering  all  the 
white  population  ;  but  was  the  experiment 
ever  tried  with  success  in  countries  where 
the  black  population  bore  such  a  large  pro. 
portion  to  the  number  of  whites,  as  it  did 
in  our  West- India  colonies.  It  should  be 
recollected,  that  in  Venezuela,  where  the 
transition  was  said  to  be  from  slavery,  even 
from  black  slavery,  to  happiness  and  content, 
the  slaves  were  not  more  than  one  tenth  of 
the  whole  population,  scatteredj  too,  over  the 
isce  of  the  country,  and  in  so  small  a  pro- 
portion to  the  whites  as  to  remove  all  ap- 
prehension of  danger.  The  same  might  be 
said  of  the  other  parts  of  South  America. 
But  was  there  any  analogy  in  these  cases  to 
that  now  under  conrideration  ?  It  should 
be  remembered,  besides,  that  the  experiment 
was  made  in  South  America  when  the 
country  was  under  the  excitement  of  a  civil 
war,  and  when  the  minds  of  the  slave  popu- 
lation^  as  well  as  others,  were  absorbed  by 
other  considerations.  They  had  no  safe 
experiment  to  guide  their  conduct,  no  pre- 
cedent upon  which  they  could  securely  rely, 
either  in  ancient  or  modem  tiroes.  There 
was  nothing  to  guide  them  safely,  even  in 
the  experiments  made  in  modem  times  of  a 
transition  from  mere  political  slavery  to 
liberty^  The  experiments  made  in  Italy, 
in  Greece,  in  South  America,  even  the  great 
experiment  of  the  French  revolution,  proved 
that  a  sudden  transition  from  political  sla- 
very toiieedom  was  not  very  sate.  In  effect- 
ing the  great  object  proposed  they  must  seek 
the  assistance  of  the  planters  themselves  and 
proprietor8»who  mubt  be  brought,  not  merely 
to  acquiesce  in  the  plan,  but  co-operate  in  it 
An  experiment  proceeding  upon  any  other 
grounds  must  fail,  or  permips  end  in  a  civil 
war  of  extermination.  It  should  be  recol- 
lected, that  they  had  to  deal  with  m&a.  who 
were  in  a  state  of  excitement  and  irritation. 
They  must  not  say  to  them :  "  If  you  resist, 
our  forces  are  sufficient  to  put  you  down." 
It  was  tme  16,000  whites,  among  a  popu- 
lation of  300,000  slaves,  might  be  easily  put 
down ;  but  here  it  was  not  a  <^uestion  of 
war,  but  of  a  peaceable  transaction.  The 
planters  had  a  claim  on  their  justice  to  carry 
the  object  into  effect  in  the  least  objection, 
able  way.  He  would  not  go  into  the  ab- 
stract question— was  iflavery  lawful  ?  The 
question  the  House  had  to  consider  was, 
whether  it  had  not  been  reoogniwd  as  such 
by  this  country,  and  considered  as  lawful  by 
the  parties  interested  ?  The  responsibility  of 
Parliament  in  this  measure  involved  the  wel- 
VOL.  XVIII.  {22} 


fare  of  800,000  human  beings  at  present  de- 
pendent upon  their  wiU.  But  it  did  not  end 
there ;  for,  if  the  experiment  succeeded,  the 
example  would,  no  doubt,  be  followed  by  all 
other  slave-holding  countries.  If  it  failed, 
the  slaves  in  the  hands  of  other  countries 
would  be  subjected  to  new  rigours.  How 
important  then  was  it  that  every  means  of 
securing  the  success  of  the  experiment 
should  be  adopted  ?  Within  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours  he  had  become  enabled  to  make 
to  the  Government  a  proposal  which,  if 
acceded  to,  would  go  far  towards  rendering 
the  experiment  safe  and  practicable  ;  for  it 
would  ensure  the  co-operation  of  the  plant- 
ers. A  number  of  Members  of  that  House, 
in  the  interest  of  the  West-India  body,  had 
that  morning  met  at  his  house,  for  the  pur. 
pose  of  discussing  the  means  of  securing 
their  co-operation.  They  had  agreed  to 
certain  Resolutions  on  the  measure  of  the 
right  hon.  Secretary,  and  having  submitted 
those  Resolutions  to  the  Acting  Committee 
of  the  body  of  WesUlndian  merchants  and 
proprietors,  they  had  received  their  entire 
concurrence.  In  these  Resolutions  they  had 
begun  by  adopting  the  first  Resolution  of 
the  risht  hon.  Secretary,  for  the  immediate 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  British  colonies. 
They  had  next  resolved,  that  a  sum  of 
twenty  millions  should  be  appropriated  by 
Parliament  as  compensation  to  the  pkntem 
and  slave-owners.  Upon  the  next  Resolu- 
tion he  entreated  the  Committee  to  suspend 
their  judgment  until  he  had  stated  the 
erounds  upon  which  it  had  been  adopted. 
It  was  to  the  effect, ''  That  in  order  to  se- 
cure the  co-operation  of  the  colonial  assem- 
blies, his  Majesty  should  be  enabled  further 
to  advance  as  a  loan  upon  colonial  securities 
the  sum  of  ten  millions."  With  respect  to 
the  twenty  millions  as  compensation,  it  was 
important  to  observe,  that  the  planters  were 
called  upon  by  the  Govemment  measure  to 
pay  full  wages  in  lodging,  clothing,  food, 
and  other  allowances  to  the  slave  for  a  term 
of  years,  and  at  the  same  time  they  were 
required  to  give  up  one-fourth  of  the  time 
of  the  slave ;  in  other  words,  of  the  consi-* 
deration  for  which  the  wages  were  eivcn. 
It  was  no  more  than  just,  in  the  opimon  of 
the  West- India  body,  to  estimate  the  value 
of  the  sacrifice,  and  make  compensation  for 
it.  The  question,  then,  was,  what  was  the 
worth  of  this  and  other  sacrifices  which  the 
planter  was  called  upon  to  make  ?  It  was 
to  be  considered  that,  at  the  end  of  the  term 
of  years,  the  planter  lost  what  he  might  term 
the  fee-simple  of  his  property,  and  many  of 
the  proprietors  of  slaves  in  the  West  Indies 
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possessed  nothing  else.    In  order  to  estimate 
the  value  of  a  fourth,  they  must  look  at  the 
value  of  the  whole  of  the  produce  of  the 
West  Indies.     That  would  be  found  to  be 
about  6,100^000/.  annuallyi  including  what 
was  consumed  in  the  colonies  with  what 
was  .exported.      One-fourth  of  that  was 
1,500,000/.,  the  sum  which  was  annually  to 
be  taken  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  slave  pro- 
prietors.    Twelve  years'  loss  of  l,500,000L 
gave  1 8,000,000/.     Then,  allowing  a  couple 
of  millions  for  the  compensation  of  those 
who  lost  every  thing  by  the  emancipation 
of  their  slaves,  the  sum  of  20,000,000/. 
would  be  made  out,  which  the  West.India 
body  thought  would  be  no  more  than  a  fair 
compensation,  and  upon  which  being  granted 
they  would  be  willing  to  give  their  co-oper. 
ation  to  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Secretary, 
This  was  clearly,  a  great  desideratum,  and 
tbe  House  ought  not  to  be  too  niggardly  in 
the  means  of  securing  an  advantage  by 
which  so  much  of  the  danger  of  this  dan- 
gerous measure  would  be  averted.     He 
would  next  advert  to  the  proposed  loan  of 
ten  millions.     This  loan  was  proposed  as  a 
means  of  alleviating  the  distresses  of  those 
who  had  heavy  mortgages  on  their  property* 
To  set  them  from  their  embarnssments 
would  operate  as  a  stimulus,  and  give  them 
not  only  heart  and  encouragement,  but  the 
means  of  aiding  the  new  system  of  cultiva- 
tion  which    the   proposed  change  would 
render  necessary.     A  loan   was  strongly 
recommended  by  the    G)mmittee    which 
sat  last  year ;  and  it  would  have  the  advan- 
tage of  embarking  this  country  in  the  same 
bcMit  with  the  colonists.     It  migbt  be  said 
that  the  loan  would  not  be  repaid.     If, 
however,  the  hopes  held  out  by  this  mea- 
sure should  be  realised,  there  could  be  no 
doubt    that    property  to    the  amount  of 
100,000,000/.  would  be  good  security  for  a 
loan  of  ten.     The  produce  shipped  to  this 
country  might  first  be  taken  to  repay  the 
loan.     If,  however,  the  colonists  were  to 
lose  all  their  property  by  this  experiment, 
surely  ten  millions  would  be  but  a  mode-> 
rate  compensation  for  this  country  to  pay, 
for  the  ruin  it  was  resolved  to  inflict.     If, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  were  to  throw  the 
colonies  out  of  cultivation  by  being  nig« 
gardiy  towards  them,  the  result  would  l^, 
that  the  country  would  be  more  heavily 
taxed  by  the  increased  price  of  sugar  and 
colonial  produce  consequent  upon  a  dimin- 
ished   supply.      He  thought  he    had   at 
least  laid  strong  grounds  for  a  conuderation 
of  these  propottb  which  he  made  on  behalf 
of  the  West-India  body,  and  upon  tbe 


adoption  of  which  they  were  ttfcpMed  to 
give  their  couiperation  to  the  plui  of  hii 
Majesty's  Government  It  was  not  intended 
to  put  the  House  to  the  trouble  of  a  divi* 
sion  on  the  part  of  those  whom  he  repre- 
sented. They  were  but  a  small  Inctiaci  of 
the  House,  and  could  hope  nothing  but  id 
the  justice  of  the  House.  If  they  sfaould 
be  able  to  make  any  impression  upon  thr 
sense  of  justice  and  of  policy  of  tbe  niajorirr 
of  the  Members  of  that  House  miA  the 
Government  it  would  be  all  well ;  bnt  if 
they  failed  in  that,  he  felt  thai  for  fifty  or 
sixty  Members  to  struggle  against  the  erest 
majority  of  the  House  and  the  aenae  or  tke 
country,  urged  on  in  this  cauae  He  liraily 
believed  by  religious  principle,  would  be 
worse  than  useless.  If  he  failed  in  ooo- 
vincing  the  House  of  the  iuatioe  of  these 
proposals,  then  the  responsibility  of  vm- 
carriage,  in  a  cause  in  which  the  intact 
of  justice,  humanity,  and  cavilijation  wcfc 
more  deeply  involved  than  in  any  other 
now  pending,  would  rest  upon  that  House. 
not  upon  the  West-India  body.  Tiiey,  st 
least,  would  have  the  consolation  of  knoir. 
ing  that  they  had  diachartted  their  dutv 
according  to  the  dictates  of  their  contdoMb 
[The  nome  Lord  sat  down  withontpraposi^ 
any  Resolutions.] 

Mr.  FiizgeraU  observed,  that  the  qoe^ 
tion  at  the  outset  was  wheAer  there  oooU 
or  could  not  he  property  in  alavea.  If 
there  was  no  such  thing  as  property  in  raaa, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  House 
was  hound  at  once  to  so  the  length  of  the 
right  hon.  Secretary's  Resolutiona.  If^  an 
the  contrary,  property  could  exist  in  tbe 
labour  of  the  negroes,  the  ooestion  assuosed 
a  more  complex  shapes  It  waa»  however, 
clear  to  him  from  the  Statute-law,  ften  the 
time  of  Elisabeth  downwards,  that  the  slave* 
trade  and  the  right  of  property  in  lAavcs, 
were  recognised  by  various  Acts  of  Pkrlis. 
rnent.  Such  being  the  ease,  it  was  Imponiblf  , 
with  any  pretence  of  justice,  to  take  sway  a 
species  of  property  recognised  by  the  Legis> 
lature,  unless  we  consented  to  compensate 
the  owners.  Whatever  measurea  were 
Anally  adopted,  it  was  of  the  utssost  tin* 
portance  that  the  colonists  and  the  ookniai 
Legislatures  should  cordially  ooneur  in  it, 
otherwise  it  nei'er  could  be  rendered  satis- 
factory and  effectual. 

Lord  Sandon  said,  that  he  had  IhmH  at 
the  conclusion  of  his  speedi  to  read  the 
Resolutions  which  he  intended  to  propoag 
as  an  amendment  for  the  adoption  of  the 
Committee,  and  he  would  now  take  the 
opportunity  of  doing  so*    The  noble  Losd, 
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accordinriy,  read  the  following  Remlutions. 

"  1.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com. 
miltee,  that  immediate  and  effectual  mea. 
siirea  be  taken  for  the  entire  abolition  of 
slavery  throughout  the  colonies,  under  such 
provisions  for  regulating  the  condition  of 
the  negroes,  as  may  combine  their  welfare 
with  the  interests  of  the  proprietors. 
That  towards  the  eompensation  of  the  pro* 
prietors  in  his  Majesty's  colonial  posses- 
aions,  his  Majesty  be  enabled  to  grant 
to  them  a  sum  not  exceeding  20,000,000/., 
to  be  appropriated  as  Parliament  shall 
direct.  Tnat  in  order  to  secure  the  success 
of  this  object,  and  the  co-operation  of  the 
colonial  Lqpslatures  and  authorities,  his 
Majesty  be  enabled  to  advance,  by  way  of 
loan,  on  colonial  security,  a  further  sum, 
ma  exceeding  10,000,000/.  sterling ;  these 
payments  to  be  made  to  the  colonies,  upon 
their  respective  authorities  passing  laws  in 
conformity  with  this  and  the  following 
Resolutions. 

'<  9.  That  it  is  expedient  that  all  children 
bom  after  the  passing  of  any  Act  of  Parlia. 
ment  for  this  purpcwe,  shall  be  declared 
free,  and  be  subject  to  such  temporary 
restrictions  as  may  be  deemed  necessary 
and  equitable.  In  consideration  of  their 
support  and  maintenance. 

**  3.  That  all  other  persons,  now  slaves. 
be  registered  as  apprenticed  labourers,  and 
acquire  tiiereby  ill  rights  and  privileges  of 
freemen,  subject  to  the  restriction  of  labour. 
ing,  under  conditions,  and  for  a  time  to  be 
fixed  by  ParHatnent^  for  their  present 
owners. 

"*  4.  That  his  Majesty  be  enabled  to 
defray  any  such  expense  as  he  may  incur 
in  establishing  an  efficient  stipendiary  Ma- 
gistracy and  pdice  in  the  colonies,  and  in 
aiding  the  local  authorities  in  providing 
further  religious  and  moral  education  of  the 
negro  population  to  be  emancipated." 

The  Ckfiirman  intimated  to  the  noble 
Lord  that,  as  there  was  another  Amend- 
ment already  before  the  Committee,  the 
noble  Lord  could  not  move  his  Amendment 
until  it  was  first  disposed  of. 

Lord  SandoH  said,  that  after  that  Amend- 
ment wa*  disposed  of,  he  should  move  his 
Resolutions,  for  the  pur|)05e  of  having  them 
insetted  on  the  journals. 

Admiral  Fleming  spoke  as  follows  : 
Having  been  alluded  to  by  the  right  hon. 
Secretary  for  the  (Clonics,  when  he  so  ably 
and  clearly  explained  the  plan  now  under 
oonsidaration,  I  feel  it  a  datv  to  the  House 
toexprtis  my  most  perfect  concurrence  in  the 
coireetness  of  the  statement  the  right  hon. 


Gentleman  has  made,  of  the  condition  of  the 
negro  slaves  in  the  British  colonies;  an  opin. 
ion  which  I  am  enabled  to  give  without  fear 
of  misleading  anyone.  From  a  knowledge  of 
the  West.India  colonies  for  more  than 
thirty-five  years,  from  having  visited  almost 
every  one  of  them — resided  in  some  of 
them,  and  having  held  the  chief  naval 
command  there  ;  it  was  not  only  my  duty, 
but  I  had  opportunities  of  informing  myself 
of  the  real  state  of  the  coloured  population  ; 
and  it  is  with  pain  and  sorrow  I  am  bound 
to  declare,  that  from  the  first  time  I  visited 
those  countries  in  179^)  until  I  last  left 
them  in  1 880,  no  material  amelioration  in 
the  treatment  of  the  negro  slaves  had  taken 
place;  for,  although  many  proprietors 
treat  them  with  mildness  and  humanity, 
and  their  condition  is  materially  altered, 
from  their  being  almost  all  Creoles,  speaking 
the  English  language,  and  generally  pro- 
fessing the  Christian  religion,  it  is  a  matter 
of  great  doubt  with  me  whether  they  are 
not  more  unhappy  now  that  they  feel  the 
degradation  of  their  situation — those  insults 
and  injuries  inseparable  from  their  unfor- 
tunate state— than  when  in  ignorance,  and 
little  removed  from  savages.  There  are 
few  things  more  difficult  than  to  come  at  a 
knowledge  of  the  real  state  of  the  West- 
India  slave;  and  I  must  confess,  that 
although  I  very  early  in  life  became  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  of  abolishing  negro 
slavery,  not  only  as  an  act  of  justice,  btit 
one  of  true  policy,  and  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  colonists,  I  was  very  far  from  be- 
lieving that  this  country  would  have  })er- 
mitted  it  to  continue  to  the  present  hour : 
for  it  must  have  been  visible  to  all  who 
would  or  could  see,  that  it  was  drawing 
fast  to  a  close,  and  that  the  horrid  system 
would  either  blow  up,  as  it  has  done,  or 
end  in  insurrection,  or  the  total  extinct Itm 
of  the  negro  race.  Sir,  I  did  expect  that 
the  Resolution  entered  into  by  this  House 
in  1822,  would  have  had  the  effect  in- 
tended ;  dnd  when  I  returned  to  the  West 
Indies  in  1827,  I  did  expect  to  find  the 
negro  slaves  on  a  much  better  footing  than 
they  really  are — a  delusion  which  was  con* 
tinned  by  my  first  landing  on  the  Baha- 
mas, where  I  had  never  been  before,  and 
where  slavery  is  as  light  as  it  can  be.  The 
ver)'  day  I  arrived  in  Jamaica  the  curtain 
was  drawn  up,  and  exposed  the  dreadful 
scene  still  existing  in  that  island ;  on  the 
very  beach  J  saw  a  chain  gang,  which  I 
will  not  attempt  to  describe,  because  I  have 
not  the  power  of  conveying  the  slightest 
idea  of  lU  horrors.  I  soon  found,  that 
M2 
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Councils  of  Protection^  and  all  their  boasted 
lawB  in  favour  of  the  slave,  were  a  bitter 
mockery^  and  that  there  was  not  only  no 
real  protection  for  the  negro,  but  that  the 
same  excess  of  forced  labour,  the  same  scar- 
city of  food,  scantiness  of  clothing,  and  in- 
attention to  healthy  lodging,  produced  the 
same  melancholy  waste  of  human  life.  I 
have  heard  many  express  their  surprise  that 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  should  have 
mentioned  what  fell  from  a  witness  before 
the  Committee  last  year — namely,  that  a 
slave  might  be  punished  by  his  roaster  for 
looking  at  him ;  but  as  a  proof  of  how 
little  regard  is  paid  to  such  punLshments,  I 
will  mention  a  circumstance  which  took 
place  while  I  was  in  Jamaica.  The  road 
leading  to  the  house  where  I  resided  passed 
through  a  cofiee  plantation,  and  the  naval 
officers  coming  and  going  from  my  house 
soon  became  acquainted  with  the  negroes 
employed  in  its  cultivation,  and  used 
frequently  to  give  them  cigars  and  snuff,  of 
which  the  negroes  arc  very  fond — some- 
times they  threw  them  small  pieces  of 
money — thus  the  negroes  were  encouraged 
to  put  themselves  in  their  way  instead  of 
avoiding  them,  as  they  generally  do  whites. 
One  of  them,  whose  name  was  "  Sampson," 
used  to  amuse  the  young  men  in  singing 
negro  songs  and  dancing  in  mimicry ;  one 
day  he  met  two  officers  on  their  way  to 
me,  and  asked  them  for  cigars;  out  of  mere 
joke  they  called  to  the  driver  to  give  him 
thirty-nine,  throwing  him  at  the  same 
time  tobacco  ;  they  were  soon  out  of  sight, 
and  little  dreamt  that  an  order  so  carelessly 
given,  would  be  obeyed  ;  nor  did  the  poor 
wretch  complain,  supposing  it  no  doubt  a 
common  occurrence  ;  and  it  was  not  until 
next  day  that  the  fact  was  communicated 
to  the  officers,  who  immediately  informed 
me  of  it,  expressed  their  infinite  sorrow, 
and  requested  me  to  explain  to  the  owner 
how  it  had  taken  place.  I  did  so,  and  was 
answered,  '^  Oh,  curse  his  blood,  it  will  do 
him  good."  The  negro  driver  never 
thought  of  inquiring  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  punishment,  but  when  1  spoke  to  him, 
answered,  "  What  can  poor  negro  do  ? 
Massa  Buckra  tell  him  give  him  fum  fum." 
Sir,  it  is  not  possible  to  convince  the  great 
majority  of  the  managers  and  overseers 
of  estates,  that  any  other  means  but 
the  whip  will  induce  the  negroes  to  work 
— the  mere  mention  of  it  generally  pro- 
duces the  reply,  that  you  are  humbugged 
by  the  saints,  or  misled  by  Brougham's 
canting  and  hypocritical  harangues.  I  never 
in  my  life  attended  an  Anti-slavery  Meet- 


ing; indeed,  with  the  exertion  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor  and  the  learned  Doctor 
(Lushington),  I  am  not  known  to  any  of 
those  who  have  so'  distinguished  themselves 
in  favour  of  Emancipation,  and  to  wh<SB 
the  country  in  a  great  measure  owes  tkf 
tranquillity  of  the  colonies,  by  keeping  aliw 
that  hope,  which  is  now,  thank  God,  sfaon- 
ly  to  be  realised.  In  1 796,  1  first  saw  i 
slave  ship — I  had  seen  Turkish  slaves  be- 
fore— slaves  in  the  galleys  at  Genoa,  junl 
slaves  in  Algiers,  but  I  had  not  the  slight 
est  notion  of  what  the  cupidity  of  msa 
could  inffict  on  his  fellow  man^  until  tlut 
period  ;  believing  the  ship  1  saw  to  be  the 
worst  of  her  kind,  I  visited  another,  and 
found  her  no  better ;  I  never  oould  per- 
suade myself  to  go  to  a  third  ;  and  I  cu 
truly  say,  that  when  I  was  elected^  a  fev 
years  afterwards,  to  a  seat  in  this  House, 
the  highest  gi'atification  I  felt  was^  that  I 
should  be  able  to  lift  my  voice  against  this 
beastly  and  inhuman  traffic ;  whenever  1 
heard  Mr.  Fox  declare  that  it  ivas  to  cease, 
I  felt  as  relieved  from  a  burthen  that  op- 
pressed me.  I  did  not  require  the  elo- 
quence of  my  noble  friend ;  he  had  not 
been  admitted  to  the  House,  and  only  jud 
commenced  his  distinguished  career;  neither 
had  I  access  to  the  papers  in  the  Colonial 
Office  to  convince  me  of  the  absolute  neees^ 
sity  of  the  abolition  of  slavery.  I  had  even 
stronger  excitements  to  become  an  advo* 
cate  for  that  most  desirable  event.  I  ssv 
slavery— I  saw  its  degrading  effects  on  the 
negro— I  saw  its  pernicious  efiecta  on  white 
men,  ay,  and  women  too— I  saw  the  pol- 
lution of  all  connected  with  it ;  but  I  will 
not  tire  the  House  with  a  further  deacrip> 
tion  of  it,  nor  is  it  necessary.  It  is  of  little 
consequence  now  whether  my  hon.  friend, 
the  member  for  Lancaster  is  correct  in  the 
statement  he  makes,  or  the  slaves  are  as  I 
saw  them.  Are  they  contented?  No. 
I^ook  to  the  insurrections  in  Jamaica,  l>e- 
mcrarn,  atid  Barbiidoes;  can  you  keep  them 
any  longer  in  their  present  state?  Na 
Then  the  only  question  is,  which  is  the 
best  mode  to  emancipate  them  ?  My  opinion 
is,  the  plan  now  proposed  by  the  Govern 
ment,  although  it  goes  further  than  I 
should  have  been  inclined  to  go,  will  I  am 
sure  be  received  with  unbound^  joy — and 
it  will  bind  the  negroes  to  this  country  bv 
their  interest,  and  rivet  them  to  it  by  gra- 
titude and  ailbction ;  but  its  sucoeai  de- 
pends on  the  co-operation  of  those  whi> 
have  been  so  long  its  advocates ;  a  false 
step  taken  by  them  now  might  tarnish  all 
their  glory,  and  involve  the  unhappy  negrv 
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in  ruin  and  bloodshed  produced  by  despair. 
I,  therefore,  most  earnestly  entreat  them  to 
weigh  well  their  words  here — ^they  do  not 
know  their  power — they  will  be  received 
as  oracles  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
where  all  eyes  are  turned  to  them  and  all 
ears  open  to  them.     With  respect  to  the 
negroes  working  after  they  are  free,  I  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt  of  it,  although  much 
depends  on  the  conduct  of  the  colonists. 
St.  Domingo  has  always  been  held  up  as  a 
proof  to  the  contrary,  but  I  think  most 
erroneously ;    I  do  not  judge  from  hearsay, 
but  from  what  I  saw :    true,  they  do  not 
produce  sugar,  but  they  import  it,  and  so 
does  Jamaica  refined  sugar,  and  that  is,  I 
think^  a  pretty  good  proof  of  their  civiliza- 
tion.    1  saw  no  poverty  in  the  island  ;    I 
saw  no  naked  men  ;  I  saw  peo^ile  working 
in  their  fields ;   I  saw  them  clad  and  well 
fed,  being  the  happiest  negroes  I  saw  in  the 
West  Indies :  but  I  am  told  thev  are  idle 
and  will  not  work — that  they  will  not  cut 
down  wood  to  load  vessels.     Now  it  hap- 
pens, when  I  was  in  the  West  Indies,  two 
complaints  were  made  to  me  of  vessels  cut. 
ting  down  the  wood  by  their  crews,  and 
carrying  it  off— in  fact  stealing  it ;    and 
thus  they  blame  the  negro  for  not  cutting 
it.     Again,  it  is  said,  that  they  have  no 
enterprise ;  they  are  indolent,  and  fast  go- 
ing back  to  a  savage  state.     I  wOl  give  the 
House  a  proof  to  the  contrary.     In  the 
month  of  April,  1829,  I  left  La  Guyra,  in 
the  Barham,  intending  to  touch  at  Cura^oa, 
to  inquire  into  some  captures  (said  to  be 
made  by  pirates),  on  my  way  to  Jamaica ; 
in   consequence  of  a  current  which   was 
generally  felt  over  that  part  of  the  West 
Indies,  and  which  occasioned  the  French 
Admiral  and  two  English  ships  of  war  to 
get  aground,  the  Barham  was  run  ashore 
on  the  weather  part  of  Buenos  Ay  res ;  after 
j^at  exertion  by  her  crew,  she  was  got  off 
and  conducted  into  Curagoa  by  the  assist- 
ance of  two  Dutch  ships  of  war.    At  that 
time  there  had  been  no  rain  for  two  years, 
the  cattle  had  all  died,  and  as  I  had  sup- 
plied all  the  ships  with  provisions,  reserving 
only  a  week's,  it  became  a  matter  of  great 
importance  to  procure  sufficient  provision  for 
the  crew.     I  despatched  a  schooner  to  An- 
tigua;  on  her  way  she  touched   at   St. 
Thomas's,  where  there  happened  to  be  a 
Havtian  vessel ;  she  immediatclv  sailed  for 
the  city  of  St  Domingo,  and  soon  appeared 
at  Cura^oa  with  a  cargo  of  timber  for  re- 
pairing the  ship,  and  forty-seven  live  bul- 
locks. There  was  not  a  white  man  on  board 
of  her,  all  were  blacky  and  yet  these  are 


the  people  who  are  falling  back  into  bar. 
barism.     But  let  us   pass  the  Caribbean 
sea.      My  hon.  friend,   the  member  for 
Lancaster,  told  the  House  the  other  night 
that  there   were  only   five  or  six   sugar 
estates  working  in  Venezuela,  and  these  by 
slaves.     I  cannot  tell  where  he  got  his  in- 
formation, but  I  myself  saw  upwards  of 
thirty  sugar  estates  worked  by  free  negroes, 
and  it  is  an  absolute  fact,  that  slaves  are 
seldom  used  in  making  sugar  in  Venezuela, 
the  proprietors  finding  it  to  be  cheaper  and 
better  done  by  freemen.     Sir,  I  resided  on 
many  of  these  estates  and  saw  the  people 
at  work  ;  I  saw, them  refining  sugar,  culti- 
vating indigo,  and  I  was  assured  by  many 
of  the  overseers  that  work  was  better  done 
now,  and  cheaper  by  freemen  than  slaves. 
Formerly  it  was  customary  to  have  a  slave 
for  every  1,000  plants  of  cocoa;   now,  a 
free  man  can  manage  6,000  or  8,000,  and 
everything  else  in  proportion.      Many  of 
the  proprietors,  who  are  obliged  by  law  to 
keep  their  slaves,  found  it  more  beneficial 
to  pay  them  ;    in  fact,  a  more  complete 
proof  of  the  success  of  free  labour  cannot 
be  given.    I  know  the  fact  of  rum  being 
carried  into  Trinidad,  and  the  estate  from 
which  it  went.     I  know  more :   Venezue- 
lian  rum  has  been  sent  from  Curagoa,  a 
free  port,  to  Jamaica;    and  there  is  very 
little  doubt  when  that  country  has  a  few 
years  peace,  the  free  labour  will  drive  slave 
labour  out  of  the  market. 

Mr.  William  E.  Gladstone  said,  that  he 
had  to  complain  of  the  reference  which  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Howick)  had 
made  to  an  estate  of  his  (Mr.  Gladstone's) 
father  in  Demerara,  called  Vreeden's  Hoop, 
in  proof  of  a  position  laid  down  by  that 
noble  Lord,  that  the  increase  in  sugar  cultiva- 
tion was  in  direct  ratio  with  overworkingand 
loss  of  life  on  the  part  of  the  slave  popula- 
tion. He  thought  he  had  a  right  to  com- 
plain of  the  noble  Lord's  bringing  forward 
a  charge  of  that  description  without  any 
previous  communication  to  the  parties  in- 
terested, while  two  members  of  the  family 
to  which  it  referred  had  seats  in  that 
House.  It  was  a  charge  affecting  moral 
character,  for  what  man's  character  would 
not  be  affected  if  he  should  see,  from  the 
reports  from  his  estate,  that  while  the 
sugar  cultivation  was  increasing  his  slaves 
were  dying  off  in  equal  proportion ;  and  if, 
under  such  circumstances,  he  should  con- 
tinue the  same  system  of  management? 
But  he  denied,  that  the  noble  Lord's  state- 
ment, with  regard  to  his  father's  estate, 
was  correct.    The  noble  Lord  statedi  that 
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the  mortality  generally  amongst  the  slaves 
had  been  fourteen  per  cent.,  while,  in  fact, 
it  had  only. been  about  two  per  cent.  But 
he  could  mention  an  estate  where,  with  a 
decrease  in  the  slave  population,  there  had 
been  a  small,  almost  amounting  to  nothing, 
increase  in  the  sugar  cultivation.  He 
alluded  to  that  of  Mon  Repos*  Upon 
that  estate  there  were  470  persons,  and 
from  1817  to  1822,  they  produced  from 
600  to  900  hogsheads  of  sugar  a-year;  and 
during  the  whole  of  that  period  the  dimi- 
nution of  life  as  compared  to  previous  pe. 
riods  was  only  one-and.a  quarter  per  cent, on 
that  estate.  Thfe  estate  to  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  alluded,  bad  come  into  his  (Mr. 
Gladstone's)  father's  possession  about  five 
years  ago.  There  were  560  slaves  on  it 
then,  1 40  of  whom  were  ailing  and  infirm 
persons.  Perhaps  the  noble  Lord  would 
say,  that  that  fact  only  proved  tbat  their 
previous  treatment  had  been  harsh  and 
severe',  and  that  his  position,  that  the  in- 
crease in  the  cultivation  of  sugar  was  at- 
tended by  the  overworking  and  mortality  of 
the  slave  population,  remained  untouched. 
Now,  what  was  the  fact? — that  in  1825 
this  estate  produced  only  1 ,200  pounds  of 
sugar  for  every  person  employed  in  it, 
which  was,  according  to  the  noble  Lord's 
own  admission,  the  lowest  average  for  any 
estate.  In  fact,  on  the  purchase  of  the 
estate,  from  the  necessary  decrease  that  was 
apprehended  in  the  number  of  the  slaves, 
owing  to  the  infirm  state  of  some  of  them, 
2.50  were  immediately  added  to  the  gang. 
As  to  the  punishment  inflicted  on  this 
estate,  he  would  just  mention,  that  he  had 
a  letter  in  his  pocket  from  the  estate,  dated 
the  2()th  of  April ;  and  it  appeared  from  it 
that  the  number  of  punishments  inAtcted 
there  from  the  J  st  of  January  up  to  that 
date  amounted  exactly  to  one.  He  was 
sorry  to  trouble  the  Committee,  but  these 
details  were  necessary  to  show  that,  while 
honourable  and  respectable  branches  of  his 
family  had  held  West-India  property,  they 
were  not  inattentive  to  the  wants,  the 
wishes,  the  feelings,  and  the  interests,  of  the 
negro  population  connected  with  their  plant- 
ations. He  need  not  remind  the  House  that 
the  proposition  of  the  noble  Lord,  adopted  by 
the  right  hon.  Secretary,  as  to  the  threefold 
connexion  between  increase  of  sugar  culti. 
ration,  increase  of  labour,  and  decrease  of 
human  life,  was  of  immense  and  vital  im- 
}X)rtance,  not  only  to  West-India  pro- 
prietors, but  to  the  country  generally  ;  for 
if  the  cultivation  of  sugar  were  an  oc- 
cupation of  the  murderous  kind  described 


by  the  right  hon.  Oentl^mAii ;  and  if,  ai 
the  hon.  and  learned  member  for  Dublin 
said,  **  the  blood  of  the  negro  crks  to  Ood 
from  the  gfound"  then  the  title  of  the  Weit 
Indians  to  their  property  would  be 
ly  afiected  ;  because  the  fisMsl  of  their 
ing  in  the  cultivation  of  sugar  witb  such 
suits  involved  such  a  degree  of  talra 
— and  recklessness  of  human  lif6— as  woold 
deprive  them  of  the  right  to  appeal  to 
justice.  He  would  contcaid,  howewr,  that 
the  calculations  of  the  hon.  member  lor 
Lancaster  had  not  been  shaken*  Hkt 
were  made  with  reference  to 
only ;  but  the  hon.  Member  took 
because  it  was  the  worst  case.  It  was  trae 
that  his  statement  did  not  refute  tbe  whole 
theory  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman*  The 
hon.  member  for  Weymouth  (Mr.  F. 
Buxton)  had  said,  that  in  etery  oase,  the 
number  of  males  and  females  was  alnait 
equal.  But  in  Demerara,  ttccording  to  the 
census  of  1829)  the  Creole  males  woe 
30,000,  Creole  females  21,000;  wheRa. 
the  African  females  were  10,000,  and  the 
African  males  16,000?  If  the  hon.  men- 
her  for  Weymouth  would,  in  the  teeth  e( 
that  fact  .undertake  to  prove,  that  the  number 
of  males,  and  the  number  of  femides  wot 
anything  like  equal,  bis  power  must  sunpaa 
that  of  arithmetic.  The  hon.  member  Ibr 
Weymouth  said,  "  Grive  roe  the  quantity  of 
sugar,  and  I  Vrill  give  you  the  deer  cast  d 
life."  He  (Mr.  Gladstone)  would  applj  this 
theorem  to  a  particular  case.  In  £^  Via. 
cent's  there  was  an  increase  of  1S9  penom 
in  twelve  years ;  in  Santa  Lueia  there  wsi 
a  decrease  of  1,962.  In  Santa  Lucia,  the 
produce  of  sugar  had  been  6  owt.  per 
man :  how  much  ought  that  in  St.  Vin- 
cent's to  be  ?  He  had  not  worked  ont  the 
problem,  but  the  answer,  he  Wat  awaR, 
according  to  the  rule,  would  he  very  dif* 
ferent  indeed  from  the  fact,  whieh  gave  no 
less  than  10  cwt.  per  man.  He  eould  not 
answer  for  the  correctness  of  theae  staler 
ments ;  but  taking  them  as  he  found  tiieoi, 
and  as  they  were  admitted^  they  oertaurfy 
overthrew  the  argument  of  the  hon*  Gcih 
tleman.  With  r^ard  to  thecoAoexicm  be* 
tween  the  decrease  of  life  and  ammint  of 
punishment  —  In  Trinidad^  the  decrowe 
had  been  much  greater  than  in  any  odwr 
colony  of  the  British  West  IndJea.  It 
amounted,  according  to  the  hon.  member 
for  Wejrmouth,  to  twenty^five  per  eent  in 
thirteen  years ;  and  acconiiag  to  other  cal- 
culations — those  of  Mr.  Maodomiell-«4o 
twenty  per  cent,  for  the  sune  period  of 
thirteen  yean.    In  Jwamo^  f<«  tho 
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period^  Um  dBoram  waf  only  ftve  or  nxper 
omt;  oaniBquently,  by  the  nik  which  the 
right  hoo.  Seorataty  was  filcaaed  to  adopt, 
the  tiwtmeni  of  the  alavei  iu  Tnnidiid 
ou^l  to  have  been  far  moitt  cruel  than  in 
Jttmaioa;  but,  on  the  contraiy«  it  ^>peared 
from  the  evidenoe  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Admiral  who  tpoke  last,  that  the  slave  in 
Trinidad  was  better  protected  than  the 
Mlave  in  Jamaica^  for  in  Trinidad^ 
he  was  under  what  the  hon,  Ad« 
miral  termed^  ''  the  excellent  laws  of  old 
Spain,"  which  were  the  mildest  among  all 
the  codes  of  the  slave-holding  nations.  He 
begged  not  to  be  misunderstood.  He  did 
not  s^,  that  the  cultivation  of  sugar  was 
9»  favourable  to  life  as  the  cultivation  of 
cotton  or  coffee,  but  the  extent  of  that  had 
been  much  exaggerated.  It  should  be  re- 
collected, that  no  two  professions  or  trades 
in  this  country  were  m  the  same  degree 
favourable  to  human  life ;  it  was  entirely 
a  question  of  degree — ^but  the  pursuit  of  no 
particolar  trade  or  profession  was  relin. 
quidied  because  it  was  less  favourable  to 
human  life  than  another.  If,  indeed,  the 
statements  which  they  had  heard  were 
true,  to  their  full  extent— ^nothing  could 
be  raid  on  behalf  of  sugar  cultivation ;  but, 
if  the  maoufaetttrB  of  sugar  were  so  essen- 
tially and  neeeanrily  destructive,  they 
ou|riit  not  to  slop  till  they  had  passed  a  law 
prmibitiAg  its  importation  altocether. 
The  hon.  member  for  Lancaster  had  made 
some  statements  as  to  the  effects  of  parti- 
cular trades  in  this  country  upon  hnman 
life>  which  were  astounding;  and  cer- 
tainly the  aeooants  of  a  similar  description 
publiahed  by  Mr.  Thackrah,  showed,  that 
the  extent  of  iniuty  to  life  from  many  even 
of  the  most  ordinary  trades  in  this  countcy, 
was  almost  beyond  belief,  and  for  exceeded 
the  effects  of  Uie  cultivation  of  sugar.  He 
woald  Bientioa  one  case:  that  of  the 
grinders.  Those  who  were  callod  dry 
grinders  lived  only  from  twenty-eight  to 
thirty-two  years;  while  those  who  were 
called  wet  grinders,  survived  to  between 
forty  and  fifty  I  No  man  who  had  inves* 
tigaled  this  subjeot  could  deny,  that  the 
charges  aminst  the  West-Indian  planters, 
were  wh^y  untenable ;  and  admitting  the 
sugar  cultivation  to  be  less  favourable  than 
that  of  cotton  and  coffee,  he  would  deny 
that  it  was  iiyurious  to  the  extent  sup- 
posed, or  caused  the  decrease,  which  hod  been 
stated  to  result  from  it.  Sugar  was  best 
grown  in  dan^  soils :  and  in  such,  of  course, 
more  decomposition  and  putrefaction  took 
place  under  a  tropical  sun}  and  it  was 


consequently  less  favourable  to  life.  But 
he  would  take  the  case  of  Barbadoes,  to 
show  how  little  comparatively  this  had  to 
do  with  the  decrease^  In  Barbadoes,  forty 
years  hack,  when  the  average  annual  pro-i 
duoe  of  sugar  was  12,000  hogsheads,  there 
was  a  very  large  decrease  in  the  population ; 
but  at  present,  when  S5,000  hogsheads 
annually  were  produced,  that  population 
was  on  the  increase.  Now,  how  could  that 
be  accounted  for,  upon  the  principles  of  the 
noble  Lord,  the  risht  hon.  Secretary,  and 
the  hon.  member  for  Weymouth  ?  True, 
they  might  produce  cases  in  accordance  with 
their  rule;  but  then  he  could  produce 
cases  which  contravened  it.  He  ^uld  also 
account  for  the  cases  they  adduced  from 
other  causes,  arising  often  from  the  habits 
of  the  Africans  themselves;  but  could  they 
account,  in  like  manner,  for  those  cases 
which  he  produced  against  them  ?  If  they 
could  not,  their  rule  fell  to  the  groimd,  for 
unless  it  included  all  cases,  it  was  valueless. 
It  was  well  known,  that  manufacturing 
processes,  as  a  general  rule,  were  less  favour, 
able  to  life  than  those  which  were  agricul- 
tural. The  hon.  member  for  W^ey mouth 
compared  the  case  of  sugar  with  the  cases 
of  cotton  and  coffee,  but  forgot  to  remind 
the  House  that  the  production  of  sugar  in 
the  colonies  involved  a  manuiiMturing  pro- 
cess, while  the  production  of  cotton  and 
coffee  were  purely  agriciilturaL  They 
ought,  therefore,  to  advert  to  the  importance 
of  these  considerations  upon  sugar  culti- 
vation. Cases  of  cruelty  had  mten  been 
brought  forward  against  the  colonists;  dnd 
with  shame  and  pain  he  confessed  that  cases 
of  wanton  cruelty  had  occurred ;  and  they 
always  would  exist,  particularly  under  the 
system  of  slavery ;  and  unquestionably  this 
was  a  substantial  reason  why  the  British 
Legislature  and  public  shouldset  themselves 
in  good  earnest  to  provide  for  its  extinction ; 
but  these  cases  of  cruelty  could  easily  be 
explained  by  the  West  Indians,  who  repre- 
sented them  as  rare  and  isolated  cases,  and 
who  maintained  that  the  ordinary  relation 
of  master  and  slave  was  one  of  kindliness 
and  not  of  hostility.  They  had,  however, 
been  upheld  by  the  calculations  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Weymouth,  upon  the  decrease 
of  the  population — which  nc  had  persuaded 
people  was  owing  to  general  excessive 
labour  and  ill  treatment,  connected  with 
the  cultivation  of  sugar.  Thus  those  cal- 
culations now  formed  the  basis  and  the 
gravamen  of  all  charges  against  the 
West  Indians,  because  they  appeared 
to    prove,    that    cruelty    must    be  thQ 
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{general  rule,  aod  not  the  exception.^ 
He  deprecated  crueky — he  deprecated 
slavery ;  it  was  abhorrent  to  the  nature 
of  Englishmen ;  but,  conceding  all  these 
things,  were  not  Englishmen  to  retain  a  right 
to  their  own  honestly  and  legally  acquired 
property.  If  cruelty  had  existed,  he  was 
sorry  for  it;  he  did  not  believe  in  its 
existence.  It  was  not,  however,  alleged 
against  the  present  colonists,  that  they 
practised  it ;  and  thence  he  really  saw  no 
reason  for  the  attack  which  had  recently 
been  xnade  upon  the  West-Indian  interest. 
He  put  it  to  the  House  to  consider 
whether  the  country  had  not  falsified  its 
obligations  to  communicate  the  Christian 
religion  to  the  slaves.  He  thought,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  extremely  cruel  at  the 
present  period  to  hold  up  the  West-Indian 
planters  as  an  isolated  class,  instead  of 
taking  them  as  what  they  really  were,  one 
example  among  many  of  a  general  sys- 
tem. He  trusted,  that  the  House  would 
make  a  point  to  adopt  the  principle  of 
compensation,  and  to, stimulate  the  slave 
to  genuine  and  spontaneous  industry.  If 
this  were  not  done,  and  if  moral  instruc- 
tions were  not  imparted  to  the  slaves, 
liberty  would  prove  a  curse  instead  of  a 
blessing  to  them.  The  right  hon.  Secre- 
tary seemed  not  aware  of  the  extent 
of  the  claims  of  the  West-Indian  in- 
terests. The  estimate  of  1,500,000/. 
annually  was  not  near  the  mark.  He  had 
omitted  in  his  calculation  the  incomes  of 
resident  proprietors,  the  interests  of  the 
owners  of  job-gangs,  and,  lastly,  the 
interests  of  the  owners  of  provision  estates. 
The  West-Indian  property  he  held  was 
created  by  the  Legislature,  and  might  be 
destroyed  by  the  Legislature.  It  was  not 
an  abstract,  but  a  conventional  property. 
The  question  was,  whether  it  was  pro- 
perty within  the  limits  of  the  power  of  the 
House  to  deal  with  it.  The  House  never 
did  or  could  do  anything  with  respect  to 
abstract  nature,  but  he  was  satisfied  that 
the  property  was  within  the  power  of  the 
Legislature.  The  Legislature  had  done 
all  in  its  power  to  make  this  property,  and 
by  its  own  acts  it  must  be  guided.  He  for 
one  deprecated  the  entertaining  of  abstract 
questions.  The  point  of  property  in  this 
measure  was  a  point  proper  to  be  dis- 
cussed here.  What  was  the  ground  of  the 
grant  proposed  to  be  made  in  this  case  ? 
The  West  Indians  asked  the  House 
whether  it  ought  not  to  take  on  itself  to  a 

moderate  extent   the  risk  of  a  total 


stoppage    of   Uieir  planlatmia.      Wlnt 
could  be  more  reasonable ;  for  if  tiie  aiea- 
sure  worked  well,  the  Hoaae  would  be  re- 
paid the  money  it  advanced ;  and  if  it 
should  work  ill  the  ooneeqnence  woald  be 
that  the  country  would  lose  onh^   tea 
millions,  whilst  the  West  ladMnft  srodd 
lose  sixty  millions.  He  knew  the  opiniaBS 
entertained  of  the  omnipotence  of  Paiiia* 
ment,  and  that  it  could  crush  the  Weit 
Indian  Legislatures.     This,  he   tniited, 
was  not  the  object  of  any  man.     He  was 
convinced  that  it  would  be  in  the  power  of 
the  local  Legislatures  to  prevent  the  plaa, 
at  least  as  a  satisfactory  plan.     Whilst 
the  competition  of  foreign  manafactnrers 
was  daily  becoming  more  formidahley  it 
might  be  by  the  colonies,  and    by  the 
colonies  alone,  that  the  country  might  yet 
flourish.     For  passive  resistance  and  fot 
the  production  of  evil  the  power  of  the  local 
Legislature  was  immense.     The    House 
might  consume  its  time   and  exiert   its 
wisdom  in  devising  plans  of  emancipatk»; 
but  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Colo- 
nial Legislatures,  success  would  be  hope- 
less.    He  thought  that  there   was   ex- 
cessive wickedness  in  any  violent  inter- 
ference  under  the  present  circumstances. 
What  were  these  circumstances  ?     Minis- 
ters   commenced    an    inqoiry    into    the 
West-Indian  interests,  and  by  tbetrova 
organs  of  the  Press,  dedaved  that  that 
inquiry  was  not  finished ;  and  even  the 
Governor  of  Jamaica   had  pledged  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  that  nothing  sfaooM 
be  done  definitively  till  the  Repoit  of  tltt 
Committee  should  be  made.      MioBten 
were  still  in  the  midst  of  that  inquiry; 
and  having  given  that  pledge,  they  had 
no  right  to  take  the  wayward  comae  diev 
were  now  pursuing.    The  Legialatore  of 
Jamaica  had  pledged  itself  to  eater  into 
the  negotiation  on  the  bonAfide  principle 
of  emancipation;   and  whilst    Miotsters 
were  in  the  state  of  inquiry  it  did  appear 
to  him  that  to  pursue  the  measare  pro- 
posed at  the  present  moment  was  to  com- 
mit an  act  of  great  and  unnecessary  hos- 
tility against  the  island.    It  was  the  daty 
of  the  House  to  place  as  broad  a  dis^ 
tinction  as  possible  between  the  idle  and 
the  industrious  slaves,  and  nothing  could 
be  too  strong  to  secure  the  freedom  of 
the  latter ;  but,  with  respect  to  the  idle 
slaves,  no  period  of  emancipation  could 
hasten  their  improvement.    If  the  labours 
of  the  House  should  be  conducted  to  a 
satisfactory  issue,  it  would  redound  to  the 
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boDOar  of  the  nttioD  and  to  the  reputation 
of  hta  Matty's  Mioisten,  whilst  it  would 
be  delightful  to  the  Wett-India  planters 
tbemseWeSyforthejmust  always  feei«  that 
to  hold  in  bondage  their  fellow  men  roust 
always  involve  the  greatest  responsibility. 
But  let  not  any  roan  think  of  carrying 
this  measure  by  force.  England  rested 
not  her  power  upon  physical  force,  but 
upon  her  principles,  her  intellect,  and 
virtue  ;  and  if  this  great  measure  were 
not  placed  on  a  fair  basis,  or  were  con- 
ducted by  violence,  he  should  lament  it, 
as  a  signal  for  the  ruin  of  the  colonies, 
and  the  downfal  of  the  empire. 

Lord  Howkk  wished  to  say  a  few  words 
in  explanation,  after  what  had  fallen  froro 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down.  If  the  slaves  to  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  alluded  were  in  a  weak 
state  of  health,  how  came  it  that  they  pro- 
duced double  the  quantitv  of  sugar  pro- 
duced in  other  islands.  The  Hon.  Gentle- 
man had  quoted  the  cases  of  St.  Lucia 
and  St.  Vincent's,  but  he  had  taken 
periods  when  great  hurricanes  had  oc- 
cuned.  In  the  three  years,  between  1826 
and  1829,  when  natural  causes  only  were 
in  operation,  there  was  a  small  increase  in 
the  population.  All  that  be  had  argued 
was,  that  the  manner  of  cultivating  sugar 
was  destructive  of  human  life.  In  Deme- 
rara  there  was  a  great  temptation  to  exact 
an  undue  quantity  of  labour,  and  slaves 
were  fast  perishing.  In  Barbadoes  labour 
was  less  valuable,  and  there  was  not  the 
same  temptation  to  encroach  upon  the 
slave.  He  saw  nothing  in  the  statements 
of  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down,  that  could  shake  his  former  argu- 
ments upon  that  point.  Before  he  sat 
down,  he  would  shortly  state  the  course 
he  intended  to  pursue  with  respect  to  the 
Resolutions  before  the  Committee.  He 
would  not  support  any  of  the  Amend- 
ments which  had  been  already  proposed 
on  these  Resolutions.  He  considered,  that 
those  who  were  for  liberating  the  negro 
would  follow  the  example  of  the  noble 
Lord,  the  member  for  Liverpool,  and  not 
force  the  House  to  a  division  at  that  early 
stage  of  the  proceedings.  He  trusted,  that 
all  those  who  were  for  the  emancipation 
of  the  slaves  would  agree  with  him,  that 
the  Amendroents  should  not  be  sup- 
ported, and  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
hrst  Resolution  inconsistent  with  the 
opinion  that  liberty  should  be  granted  to 
the  slaves*    That  Resolutioni  thereforoi 


might  be  allowed  to  pass,  in  order  to  show, 
by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  House,  that 
the  necessity  of  granting  emancipation  to 
the  slave  was  allowed.  After  that  principle 
was  established  by  such  a  unanimous  vote, 
it  would  be  then  time  enough  to  consider 
the  two  other  Resolutions.  He  rusted 
that  his  right  hon.  friend  would  not  force 
those  Resolutions  upon  the  House,  nor 
require  that  they  should  be  passed,  since 
they  were  not  essential  for  his  measure^ 
and  might  endanger  its  success.  If  those 
Resolutions  were  forced  upon  the  House, 
it  would  prevent  future  modifications,  and 
would  not  leave  to  the  Colonial  Legislatures 
that  latitude  that  ought  to  be  left  to  them. 
Mr.  Fcwell  Buxton  proceeded  to  say, 
that  he  rose  to  refute  a  charge  that  had 
been  made  against  him  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  spoken  a  few  minutes 
since  (Mr.  Gladstone).  He  was  astonished 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  should  have  so 
far  mistaken  what  he  (Mr.  Buxton)  had 
said,  when  it  was  already  published  in 
three  diflferent  forms.  He  was  moreover 
astonished  at  the  cheers  that  accoropanied 
the  hon.  Gentleroan's  misconception.  The 
charge  was,  that  in  his  evidence  he  had 
stated  that  the  females  in  Demerara 
equalled  the  number  of  males.  He  could 
not  understand  how  such  a  charge  could 
be  brought  against  him.  He  never  did 
say  that,  for  what  he  said  was,  that  the 
males  in  that  island  amounted  to  37,000, 
and  that  the  females  amounted  to  32,000. 
He  was  stating  conjecturaliy  the  number 
of  females,  it  was  a  general  statement,  and 
what  he  said  was,  that  according  to 
the  last  returns,  the  whole  female  popula- 
tion of  the  colonies  was  about  340,000, 
and  that  the  male  population  amount- 
ed to  330,000.  With  respect  to  the  de- 
crease of  population  in  Demerara  and 
Trinidad,  what  he  had  said  was,  that  taking 
the  average  decrease  for  the  last  twelve 
years,  it  would  be  found  that  such  decrease 
would  destroy  the  whole  population  of  the 
former  place  m  a  century,  and  in  the  latter 
place  in  about  a  quarter  of  that  period. 
There  was  also  another  point  upon  which 
he  had  been  misconceived.  What  he  had 
stated  was,  that  he  would  support  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  present  stage  of  the  proceeding, 
but  that  he  could  not  support  the  Resolu* 
tions  throughout.  It  would  be  impossible 
for  him  to  do  so,  for  he  could  never  support 
a  resolution  that  proposed  an  apprentice* 
ship  which  was  to  last  twelve  years.  He 
might  havesuppwted  some  shorter  appran« 
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tioeahip,  perhaps,  but  for  the  sake  of  the 
neg^ro,  it  should  be  as  short  as  possible. 
He  really  did  not  understand  this  part  of 
the  plan,  for  he  did  not  see  how  it  could  be 
expected  that  the  negro  would  work  for 
twelve  years  without  compulsion  or  without 
receiTin^  any  wages.  The  slave  would  do 
no  work  unless  he  were  paid  for  it.  That 
part  of  the  plan  he  would  resist.  He  beg. 
ged  to  remind  the  noble  Lord,  the  member 
for  Liverpool,  not  to  be  too  extraTagant  in 
his  demands  for  the  West-India  proprie- 
tors^-not  to  ask  too  much — lest  he  should 
get  nothing.  For  his  own  part  he  did  not 
think  the  planters  were,  on  principle,  en«- 
titled  to  any  indemnification.  The  noble 
Lord  should  bear  in  mind  the  resolutions 
of  Mr.  Canning  in  1823,  and  that  if  Che 
planters  had  agreed  to  them,  the  question 
might  have  been  almost  settled,  at  least 
the  agreeing  to  those  resolutions  would  have 
prevented  the  exaggerated  demands  of  the 
public,  which  had  arisen  since.  What  he 
would  say,  in  the  way  of  cautious  advice, 
to  the  West-Indiu  planters,  would  be,  not 
to  exaggerate  their  claims  to  compensation; 
for  if  the  question  was  not  settled  during 
the  present  Session,  the  consequence  would 
be,  that  the  people  would  come  forward 
with  increased  zeal,  and  that  emancipation 
of  the  negroes  would  be  obtained  without 
limit  or  compensation. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  that  in  the  whole 
pourse  of  his  parliamentary  experience 
he  had  never  approached  the  discussion 
of  any  question  in  which  the  interests 
involved  f4>pearcd  to  him  to  be  of  equal 
magnitude  to  those  connected  with  the 
subject  then  under  discussion.  He  never 
recollected  any  question  in  which  the  diffi^ 
culties  to  be  surmounted  were  so  appalling; 
he  never  recollected  any  one  in  which 
a  single  false  step  increased  the  hazards  of 
the  consequences  so  immensely,  or  which 
would  make  them  more  lamentable  or 
more  irreparable.  He  admitted  the  just 
claims  of  the  West  Indians  to  a  compensa- 
tion— to  a  compensation  on  fair  and  equit. 
able  terms — ^for  the  losses  to  which  their 
property  might  be  exposed  in  consequence 
of  this  measure  of  emancipation;  but  he 
did  not  rise  to  discuss  the  question  as  a 
partisan  of  the  West- Indian  interests.  The 
least  part  of  the  difficulties  which  the  ques* 
tion  involved  was,  in  his  opinion,  that  of 
the  quantity  of  compensation  for  losses  to 
be  sustained.  It  was  certainly  no  consola- 
tion to  him  to  leanif  that  the  property  of 
(be  West  Indians  amounted  to  30^000,000/., 


or  to  underatand  that  such  was  tlie  ealOBt 
of  the  claim  which  the  West^iadians  ooiaM 
prefer  for  oompensation.  The  countiy 
could  very  well  setlie  that  aaouni  of  fvy- 
ment.  Whether  the  claim  to  be  iiquidatad 
were  UfiOOftOOL  or  20>000«00(WL,  or  whe. 
ther  it  were  SO^OOOflOOU,  il  would  nai 
exceed  the  means  of  the  country  to  ptoviflk 
the  pecuniary  oompensation;  but  tb«t 
were  other  and  higher  intereals  iavolvtsd 
than  this,  for  which,  if  they  wexe  wciifioed, 
no  powers  on  earth  could  devise  s  oonipeii». 
ation.  There  were  interests  of  a  still 
higher  magnitude  than  any  intexesU  of 
property  merely,  which  could  be  involved 
in  the  present  measure.  When  lie  loukal 
at  the  extent  of  the  revenue  raised  fxom  the 
West- India  trade — when  he  looked  at  the 
general  state  of  the  revenue,  and  when  he 
considered  the  existing,  the  long,  progres»> 
ive,  and  hourly  increasing,  impaiienoc  of 
the  country  with  reference  to  fiscal  impon. 
tions — when  he  looked  at  the  amount  of  the 
revenue  that  the  Government  were  putting  to 
hazard — an  amount  at  least  of  5,OO0l|OO0i/l 
a-year  he  could  not  but  confess,  that  the 
question  in  this  respect  alone  involved  oonse- 
quences  that  ought  to  make  the  Hoase 
most  anxious  to  come  to  a  condunon,  as 
little  as  possible  productive  of  eviL  When 
he  recollected  all  those  interests  which  weie 
involved  in  the  question-^he  intenals  of 
property  and  the  claims  of  the  WesUlndia 
planters— -he  considered  it  one  of  imncwB 
importance.  He  assumed,  that  he  w« 
addressing  a  House  of  Commons  prepawd 
to  run  the  hasard  of  every  sacnfice  to  ea* 
sure  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes.  He 
would  put  aside  the  importanoe  of  that 
determination  to  those  interests  whidi  he 
had  just  mentioned,  however  strongly  he 
felt  the  oonsequeooes  which  it  mual  {iro- 
duce  upon  the  happiness  and  weUium  of 
society,  upon  the  commercial  indoaCzy  and 
financial  prosperity  of  the  oountry ;  and  he 
would  address  himself  to  the  House  upon 
that  ground  on  which  his  address  would  he 
for  the  most  part  founded,  namely,  the  de. 
gree  in  which  the  interests  of  humanity 
would  be  affected  by  it;  he  meant  that 
large,  enlightened,  and  comprehensive  hu« 
manity  which  was  alone  worthy  the  coo. 
sideration  of  a  statesman.  He  was  confi* 
dent,  that  in  the  deddon  to  which  the 
Committee  was  about  to  come,  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  not  look  to  the  mere  redenqn 
tion  of  any  hasty  and  inconsiderate  pledges 
which  they  might  have  given  to  their  con- 
stituents upon  the  hustings.  He  was  coo* 
fident  that  they  would  not  look  to  the 
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flchievencnt  of  any  triumph  over  the 
Wat-IndiMi  aaaemblies.  The  object  of 
that  HouK  would  not  be  to  punish  the 
eolonial  Iqpdatures,  but  to  lay  the  found, 
ation  of  future  proBperity  and  tranquillity 
in  those  countries  of  which  they  formed  a 
Gonstittteiit  and  important  part.  Their  ob- 
ject would  not  be  to  pass  a  hasty  tote  r^^ 
cognising  the  eaq^ediency  and  justice  of 
negro  emandpationy  but  to  alter  safely  and 
prudently  the  state  of  society  in  a  hemi- 
soheM  diferent  from  that  in  which  they 
tnemselves  lived ;— «to  amalgamate  two  dis- 
tinct and  separate  races  and  supply  a  better 
stimulus  to  negro  labour,  than  the  old  base 
and  degnding  stimulus  of  the  whip.  The 
object  would  bej  not  to  create  a  dominion 
of  free  Macks  content  with  the  mere  neces- 
saries of  \\£e,  but  to  train  the  present  slaves 
into  a  tasto  for  the  comforts  and  even  for 
the  Ittxvries  of  existence,  to  accustom  them 
in  that  manner  to  the  habits  of  honest  in- 
dustry,  and  to  place  them  in  that  state  of 
moral  discipline  which  would  enable  the 
House,  in  unloosing  their  fettei^^  to  feel 
that  it  was  not  acting  inconsistently  with 
the  nfety  of  the  whites,  or  the  hapjnness 
of  the  nmoes  themselves*  Was  that  the 
object  of  Parliament  or  was  it  not  ?  If  it 
were  the  objeet  of  Parliament,  then  he  was 
bound  to  say,  that  this  question  was  en- 
compassed with  greater  difficulties  than 
either  the  majority  of  the  petitioners  to 
that  House,  or  the  majoritv  of  the  House 
itself  were  prepared  to  anticipate.  He  was 
not  about  to  state  the  difficulties  which 
encompassed  the  question  for  the  purpose 
of  proposing  an  indefinite  delay.  It  was 
now  in  such  a  state,  that  some  step  in  ad- 
vance must  be  taken.  Greater  evil  would 
arise  from  leaving  it  in  its  present  condition, 
and  ftam  attempting  to  get  rid  of  it  by  an 
indefinite  postponement,,  than  by  meeting 
the  diffionlties  of  it  fairly,  and  by  endea- 
vouring to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  better 
and  more  stable  condition  of  society.  The 
mere  citcumstance  of  the  King^s  Govern- 
ment having  recommended  emancipation 
constituted  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  this 
quesUoii*  That  recommendation  essentially 
affected  the  interests  of  all  West-India  pro- 
prietor*, and  might  to  make  them  sensible 
of  the  danger  likely  to  accrue  from  further 
delay,  and  indeed  from  any  part  taken 
by  the  House  of  Commons  which  look- 
ed Uke  shrinking  from  the  difficulties  by 
which  they  were  surrounded.  At  the 
same  time  that  he  said  this«  he  felt  that  in 
settliag  this  question  it  was  important  that 
the  Cmaaitteo  sboold  not  be  insensibie  of 


thedifficulties  of  another  description  by  which 
it  was  environed.  In  the  West  Indies  the 
great  minority  of  numbers,  and  the  great 
superiority  of  physical  strength  were  on  the 
side  of  those  who  were  in  bondage.  There 
were  physical  as  well  as  mond  causes,  which 
would,  he  was  afraid,  present  obstacles  to 
either  a  speedy  or  a  latisfaotory  settlement 
of  the  question.  The  circumstances  under 
which  slavery  was  extinguished  in  Europe 
were  very  different  from  those  which  ex« 
isted  at  present  in  the  West  Indies.  Slavery 
was  gradually  extinguished  in  most  of  the 
countries  of  Europe,  and  also  in  the  East, 
because  it  was  found  more  profitable  to  the 
master  to  employ  the  slave  as  a  free  la^ 
bourer  than  as  a  slave  He  could  not 
agree  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  near  him, 
that  the  sole  difficulty  •of  this  question  arose 
out  of  the  operation  of  moral  causes.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  might  argue,  that  because  the 
slave  was  in  a  state  of  degradation,  there- 
fore he  was  unfit  for  freedom ;  but  then 
the  answer  to  that  argument  was  easy-— 
"  You  have  placed  the  slave  in  that  state 
of  degradation,  and  it  is  not  just  that  you 
should  take  advantage  of  the  wrong  which 
you  have  done  him,  to  say,  that  because  he 
is  degraded  he  shall  therefore  remain  de* 
graded  for  ever;  on  the  contrary,  you 
ought  to  raise  him  yourselves  from  that 
degradation  by  instilling  into  his  mind 
moral  habits  and  principles,  and  so  qualify 
him  for  that  freedom  from  which  you 
now  debar  him,  on  account,  not  of  his  mis- 
conduct, but  of  yours."  He  repeated  that 
this  view  was  at  least  imperfect  if  not  incor- 
rect, for  there  were  physical  as  well  as  moral 
causes  which  obstructed  the  settlement  of 
the  question,  and  made  it  one  of  great  em. 
barrassment.  There  was  the  distinction  of 
colour.  He  did  not  allude  to  that  ns  im- 
plying any  inferiority  between  the  black 
and  Uie  whltc-^-hc  merely  alluded  to  it  as 
a  circumstance  which  threw  a  difficulty  in 
amalgamating  the  slave  population  with 
the  free,  which  did  not  exist  either  in  any 
country  of  Europe,  or  ih  any  country  of 
the  East  where  shivery  was  extinguished. 
If  hon.  Gentlemen  looked  to  the  United 
States,  or  to  any  other  of  the  democratic 
States  now  existing,  which  recognised  the 
equality  of  all  classes,  they  would  find,  that 
long  after  slavery  was  nominally  abdishedy 
the  amalgamation  between  the  ^lave  and 
the  free  population,  which  all  must  admit 
to  be  desirable,  did  not  take  place  in  a  full 
or  a  satisfactory  manner.  In  the  West- 
Indies  also  the  climate,  the  aversion  to 
laboori  and  ihdUty  of  obtttising  subsist* 
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ence  were  perpetual  obstacles  to  success, 
which  consisted  in  substituting  a  stimu- 
lus for  forced  labour  in  a  country  where 
all  labour  must  be  forced.  In  other  coun- 
tries the  stimulus  to  labour  arose  from  the 
necesaty  of  procuring  the  articles  necessary 
to  subsistence.  In  the  West-Indies,  after 
you  abolish  the  stimulus  of  labour  from  coer- 
cion, you  cannot  substitute  the  stimulus  to 
labour  from  the  necessity  of  procuring  sub- 
sistence. The  labour  of  a  few  days  is 
all  that  is  necessary  in  those  countries  to 
procure  not  merely  the  necessaries  of  life, 
but  also  articles  of  luxury.  The  evidence 
was  conclusiye,  that  so  fertile  is  the  land 
in  most  of  the  West-Indies,  that  a  slave, 
by  a  very  small  portion  of  corporal  exer- 
tion indeed,  can  obtain  all  that  is  sufficient 
to  support  existence.  •  When  you  say,  that 
the  slave  has  already  a  motive  which  will 
induce  him  to  better  his  condition,  you  say 
that  which  to  a  certain  extent  is  undoubt- 
edly true.  He  has  got  a  taste  for  finery, 
and  thus  he  has  within  him  the  seeds  of 
habits,  from  which,  with  care  and  attention, 
you  may  perhaps  extract  hereafter  the  sti- 
mulus to  labour.  But  at  present  the  ely- 
sium  of  his  existence  is  repose.  In  the 
climate  which  he  inhabits,  the  great  bless- 
sing  of  life  is  the  absence  of  labour — that 
labour  for  which  you  are  now  attexnptiug 
to  create  in  his  mind  a  stimulus.  These 
were  some  of  the  difficulties  which  beset 
the  settlement  of  this  question — difficulties 
which  ought  not  to  induce  the  House  to 
abandon  the  attempt  to  settle  it,  but  which 
ought  to  induce  us  to  have  a  salutary  dis- 
trust in  our  own  powers,  and  to  talce  every 
step  which  we  were  now  about  to  take 
with  great  precautions  against  failure.  The 
question  really  came  to  this — '^  Is  it  safe 
to  rest  where  we  now  are  ?  Is  it  safe  to 
trust  to  the  colonial  legislature  for  the 
fulfilment  of  the  Resolutions  to  which  this 
House  came  almost  unanimously  in  the 
year  1823  ?"  Now  he  admitted,  that  we 
hod  arrived  at  a  state  in  which  standing 
still  would  be  more  dangerous  to  the  safety 
of  the  West  Indies  than  proceeding  on- 
wards. He  thought  that  the  step  recently 
taken  by  hia  Majesty's  Government  in 
compliance  with  the  almost  unanimous  wish 
of  the  people  precluded  the  House  from 
staying  where  it  now  was.  To  leave  the 
daves  under  the  influence  of  zealots,  who 
would  be  daily  dunning  into  their  ears  that 
for  a  certain  number  of  years  emancipation 
was  not  to  take  place  in  deference  to  the 
wishes  of  their  white  proprietors,  to  add 
tbatiiew  subject  of  agitatioa  to  those  which 


already  existed,  would,  in  his  opinion,  be 
to    expose  the    colonies  to  dangers    more 
aggravated  than  any  of  those  in  which  they 
were  involved  at  present.     Did  lie  deny 
the  competency  of  Parliament  to  deal  with 
this  question  ?     If  he  did,  that   would  at 
once  be  a  fatal  objection  to  these  Resolu- 
tions.  But  he  who  had  voted  for  the  Reso- 
lutions of  1823  and  that  too  upon  due  de» 
liberation,  was  not  prepared  to  dispute  the 
constitutional  right  of  the  Imperial  L^gi^ 
lature  to  deal  with  this  question — **  Shall 
the  negro  population  of  the  West  Indies 
amounting  to  800,000  remain   longer  in 
a  state  of  slavery  or  not?"     He  readily 
admitted  that  there  was  a  difierenoe  be- 
tween the  question  of  abolishing  the  slave 
trade,   and  that  of  abolishing  the   exist- 
ence  of  slavery.     The  slave    trade    was 
carried  on  upon  the  open  sea — the  slaves 
were  the  inhabitants  of  the  main  land;  and 
yet  the  course  taken  by  Parliament  on  the 
slave  trade  did  certainly  aficct  the  interests 
of  the  proprietors  of  slaves  quite  as  much 
as  the  present  Resolutions.     The  estaUisb- 
ment  also  of  a  system  of  slave  registration, 
by  the  authority  of  the  Imperial  Parliament 
affected   the  internal    regulations    of  the 
colonies.     It  did  not,  in  point  of  fact,  afiect 
them  directly ;  but  in  regulating,  that  it 
should  be  necessary,  to  give  validity  to  any 
encumbrance  upon  an  estate,  that  all  the 
slaves  upon  it  should    be  registered,  the 
Legislature  unquestionably  interfered  with 
the  domestic  economy  of  every  estate  in 
every  colony  in  which  a  slave  existed.     In- 
deed, it  appeared  not  only  reasonable,  but 
natural,   that  in  a  case  aflecting  800,000 
of  the   King's  subjects,   there   should  be 
a  power  in  the  King  and  in  the  Parliament 
to  make  regulations  for  their  safety  and 
well-being.  If  that  power  did  not  exist  in  the 
King  and  in  the  Parliament,  what  would 
be  the  result  ?     That  each  colony  would 
have  to  decide  for  itself  whether  it  would 
abolish  slavery  or  not  within  its  confines. 
The  right  to  abolish  it  or  not  being,  then, 
vested  in  each  colony  would  lead  to  such  a 
variety  of  regulations  so  pregnant  with 
danffer  of  every  description  that  all  of  them 
would  be  glad  to  fly  for  refuge  to  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  from  the  conflictioff  dew 
cisions  of  each  other.  Besides,  if  the  Houj« 
of  Commons  were  not  competent  to  decide 
this  question,  all  its  present  discussions  were 
vain — for  there  was  undoubtedly  power  in 
each  colony,  if  it  disputed  the  authority  of 
Parharaent  to  obstruct  its  designs.     He 
therefore  admitted  the  right  and  the  com- 
petency of  the  Imperiiu  li^isbstuie  lo 


345       Miniiterial  Plan  for  the       {June  3}  AboUtion  of  Slavery. 


346 


dispose  of  this  question ;  but  still  no  man 
could  feel  more  strongly  than  he  did,  the 
indispensable  necessity  for  our  success  that 
vre  should  dispose  of  it  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Colonial  Legislatures;  and  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  great  body  of  the  West- 
India  proprietors.  Now^  the  first  Resolu- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Secretary  opposite 
was,  "  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee that  immediate  and  effectual  measures 
be  taken  for  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery 
throughout  the  colonies,  under  such  provi- 
sions for  regulating  the  condition  of  the 
negroes,  as  may  combine  their  welfare  with 
the  interests  of  the  proprietors."  Now, 
upon  the  practical  course  necessary  to  carry 
this  Resolution  into  effect,  he  should  ex- 
press his  opinions  fairly,  as  he  was  no  parti- 
zan.  He  would  at  once  frankly  say,  that 
nothing  could  be  more  fatal  to  the  proper 
settlement  of  this  question,  than  to  connect 
it  with  party  considerations.  His  opinions 
were^  he  believed,  the  opinions  but  of  a 
small  minority  in  that  House;  but  even  if 
he  were  told  that  the  unanimous  voice  of 
the  people  of  England  demanded  immediate 
emancipation^  and  that  a  great  majority  of 
that  Ilouse  would  be  contented  with  no. 
thine  less,  he  would  say,  that  such  a  fact 
would  not  release  him  from  what  he  con- 
sidered to  be  his  duty— namely,  to  state  his 
opinion  of  what  was  the  fittest  course  to  be 
pursued  in  the  present  emergency.  Two 
plans  had  been  proposed  to  the  Committee 
as  the  consequences  of  this  first  Resolution. 
£ach  of  them  was  proposed  by  high 
authority.  One  was  proposed  by  the  present 
right  hon.  Secretary  for  the  Colonies;  the 
other  by  a  noble  Lord,  who,  though  he  had 
held  a  subordinate  office,  had  acquired  much 
greater  experience  as  to  colonial  affairs  than 
the  right  hon.  Secretary.  One  of  themad  vised 
immediate  emancipation;  the  other  pro- 
posed ultimate  emancipation,  with  a  system 
of  coerced  labour  for  tJie  next  twelve  years. 
Now,  if  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Secretary 
were  adopted,  he  doubted  the  policy  of 
passing  his  Resolution  in  the  words  in 
which  it  was  couched  at  present.  He 
doubted  the  policy  of  using  the  words 
"  immediate  and  efiectual  measures  shall  be 
taken  for  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery 
throughout  the  colonies."  Those  words 
were  calculated  to  raise  expectations  which 
the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Secretary  by  no 
means  warranted,  and  that  was  a  great 
evil  in  establishing  a  preliminary  Reiolu. 
tiuo.  He  admitted  that  this  objection  was 
an  objection  of  terms  rather  than  of  sub- 
stance ;  but  atiU  he  contended  that  the  first 


impression,  of  any  man  upon  reading  this 
Resolution,  and  especially  the  first  imprea* 
sion  of  an  illiterate  and  ignorant  man,  would 
be  this — ''  You  never  meant  to  subject  me 
to  coerced  labour  for  twelve  years."  He 
thought  that  measures  must  be  taken  on 
this  subject  without  delay,  and  that  slavery 
must  be  ultimately  abolished  throughout  the 
King's  dominions ;  but  if  he  were  inclined 
to  accede  to  the  plan  of  the  right  hon. 
Secretary  (which  '  he  was  not^,  he  should 
say,  that  the  terms  in  which  tae  right  hon. 
Secretary  had  couched  his  Resolution  were 
impolitic.  He  thought  that  the  practical 
liberty  secured  by  the  subsequent  Resolu- 
tions should  exceed  rather  than  fall  short  of 
the  expectations  raised  by  the  Resolutions 
which  went  foremost.  In  the  words  of  that 
Resolution  he  should  like  to  see  an  alter- 
ation, but  he  would  not  move  any  Amend- 
ment ;  he  would  not  even  suggest  any 
form  of  words ;  but  he  would  merely  say, 
that  in  his  opinion  a  distinct  and  unani- 
mous assurance  should  be  given  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  it  would  support 
his  Majesty  in  maintaining  the  public  tran- 
quillity, and  in  resisting  to  the  utmost  any 
opposition  which  might  be  made  in  any 
quarter  to  carrying  thu  law  into  full  effect. 
Such  an  accompaniment  to  the  words  of  the 
original  Resolution  he  thoueht  would  be 
prcSuctive  of  good.  If  the  House  of  Com- 
mons should  determine,  first,  that  it  has 
the  power  to  decide  this  question,  and  that 
it  win  authorize  the  King's  Government  to 
apply  itself  to  the  adjustment  of  it ;  and 
should  determine  next  to  recoffnixe  the 
principle  of  compensation  to  the  West- 
Indian  proprietors;  then  it  would  have 
taken  a  great  step  in  advance,  and  would 
have  armed  the  Government  with  satisfac- 
tory powers  to  settle  this  question.  By  the 
Resolutions  passed  in  May,  1823,  the 
House  merely  pledged  itself  to  take  preliroi. 
nary  measures  to  qualify  the  slave  for  the 
possession  of  freedom.  The  second  Reso- 
lution which  Mr.  Canning  proposed  was  to 
this  effect : — '  That,  through  a  determined 
'  and  persevering,  but  at  the  same  lime 
'judicious  and  temperate,  enforcement  of 
'  such  measures,  this  House  looks  forward 
'to  a  progressive  improvement  in  the 
'  character  m  the  slave  population,  such  as 
'  may  prepare  them  for  a  participation  in 
'  those  ci^  rights  and  priviWes  which  are 
'  enjoyed  by  other  classes  of  nis  Majesty's 
'  subjects.  That  this  House  is  anxious  for 
'  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose,  at  the 
'  earliest  period  that  shall  be  compatible 
'  with  the  weU-being  of  the  slaves  thi 
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'  selves^  with  the  safety  of  the  colonies,  and 
'  with  a  fair  and  equitable  consider. 
*  ation  of  the  interests  of  private  property/ 
By  laying  down  these  principles  we  had 
obtained  the  means  of  settling  this  question^ 
and  by  attending  to  the  progressive  im- 
provement of  the  slave  we  had  taken  a 
great  step  in  advance  of  the  resolutions  of 
1 8S3,  and^  in  point  of  fact,  the  only  step 
which  we  could  have  taken  with  safety. 
He  had  heard  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
some  hon.  Members  to  propose,  as  an 
amendment,  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee to  examine  into  the  details  of  this 
plan.  Such  an  amendment,  if  proposed,  he 
could  not  support.  He  thought  that  it  was 
much  better  to  leave  the  details  of  this 
plan  in  the  hands  of  Government,  than  to 
encumber  them  with  useless  support  in  ex- 
plaining and  amending  it.  He  could  not 
vote  for  either  propoaftion  then  before  the 
Committee.  He  could  not  vote  for  the 
noble  Lord's  proposition  for  immediate  nor 
for  the  right  hon.  Secretary's  plan  for  ultL 
mate  emancipation.  He  felt  himself  to  be 
BO  ignorant  of  all  local  circumstances,  so 
unacquainted  with  the  affidrs  of  the  colo- 
nies, as  to  be  unprepared  on  the  first  hear- 
ing of  these  Resolutions  to  say,  whether  the 
plan  of  the  risht  hon.  Secretary  was  or  was 
not  the  best  Kir  the  gradual  but  ultimate 
abolition  of  slavery.  He  would  turn  to 
the  plan  of  the  noble  Lord,  which  was  a 
plan  for  effecting  the  immediate  abolition 
of  slavery.  Though  the  noble  Lord  was 
ready  to  support  four  or  five  of  the  Resolu- 
tions of  the  right  hon.  Secretary,  he  differed 
from  him  on  others,  for  the  noble  Lord 
was  a  friend  to  immediate  emancipation. 
Now,  there  were  great  authorities  opposed 
to  the  noble  Lord  on  that  very  point.  The 
right  hon.  Secretary  had  referred  to  the 
authority  of  Mr.  Burke,  tfnd  had  quoted 
the  language  which  Mr.  Burke  had  used 
respecting  the  confidence  to  be  placed  in 
the  benevolent  designs  of  the  West-India 
proprietors.  The  right  hon.  Secretary  had 
reminded  the  House  of  that  part  of  Mr. 
Burke's  letter,  in  which  he  said  that  ''he 
had  looked  to  all  that  the  West  Indian 
legislatures  had  done ;  that  he  had  found 
that  they  had  done  little ;  and  that  that 
little  was  good  for  nothing — ^in  short,  that 
it  was  arrant  trifling."  Mr.  Burke  stated, 
that  he  hod  no  confidence  whatever  in  the 
Colonial  .AssembKes;  he  asserted  the  com. 
petence  of  Parliament  to  legislate  on  these 
subjects,  and  contended  that  the  question 
of  the  abolition  could  onlv  be  decked  bV 
the  Imperial  Legislature.    To  the  opinion 


thus  given  by  Mr.  Boike  he  wooli  now 
oppose  another  opinion  of  Mr.  Burke  given 
on  this  question  in  the  spirit  of  enlaq^ 
humanity.    Mr.  Burke  said — *  Whenever, 
in  my  proposed  reformation,  we  take  our 
point  of  departure  from  a  state  of  sibtTetr, 
we  must  precede  the  donation  of  freedom 
by  disposing  the  minds  of  the  objects  to  a 
disposition  to  receive  it  without  danger  t» 
themselves  or  to  us.    The  process  of  Ung. 
ing  free  savages  to  order  and  civflixatian 
is  very  different.     When  a  state  of  aLrrefv 
is  that  upon  which  we  are  to  work^  the 
very  means  which  lead  to  liber^  mnst 
partake  of  compuMon.      The  minds  d 
men  being  crippied  with  that  restraint,  can 
do  nothing  for  themselves;  every  thing 
must  be  done  for  them.     The  r^;uIatioiis 
can  owe  little  to  consent     Every  thii^ 
must  be  the  creature  of  power.     Hence  it 
it  is  that  reguliitions  must  be  multiplied, 
particularly  as  you  have  two  parties  to 
deal  with.     The   planter  you    must   at 
onoe  restrain  and  support,  and  ycat  nntf 
control,  at  the  same  time  that  yoa  ease,  the 
servant'    These  remarks  appeased  to  him 
dictated  by  great  wisdom.     Man^  ftan  had 
elapsed  smee   Mr.  Burke   first    advanced 
those  doctrines:   but  could  any  mma  say 
that  the  slave  was  then  better  qusHlied 
than  he  is  now  for  the  possession  of  free- 
dom ?     That  was  a  quettum  not  as  to  tlie 
convenience  of  the  white  propriet«ir,  bot  as 
to  the  interests  of  the  slave  himself;  for  the 
interests  of  the  fdave  were  as  much  inmhred 
as  those  of  the  master  in  the  satisfaetorf 
solution  of  this  matter.     In  the  ooune  of 
the  discussion,  allusion  had  been  made  to 
the  ojanion  of  dissatisfaction  entertaiiied  by 
Mr.  Canning  with  regard  to  the  praoeed. 
ings  of  the  West-Indian  l^slatures.     He 
was  compelled  to  express  his  full  concur, 
renoe  in  the  feelings  of  dissatisfaction  en- 
tertained by  Mr.  Canning.     He  thought 
that  the  legislative  bodies  in   the   West 
Indies  had  not  done  either  all  they  ought, 
or  all  they  mieht     He  thought  that  mndi 
of  the  difficulty  of  our  present  situatioB 
arose  from  their  reluctuioe  to  take  measures 
to  satisfy  the  public  mind  in  this  oounttr, 
and  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  slaves 
in  their  respective  iriands.    He  never  eoM 
see  any  objection  to  qualifymg  the  slave  tn 
^ve  evidence  in  all  cases  in  courts  of  jus. 
tice ;  for  he  believed  that  the  ebief  security 
against  falsehood  was  in  the  crossjexamlna- 
tion  to  which  tho  slave  was  exposed ;  and 
he  could  not  convince  himsdf  that  the  slave 
was  at  present  possessed  of  that  skill,  and 
talent»  and  ingenuity,  which  woald  enahls 
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liim  to  Igffle  the  efforts  of  a  skilful  examiner 
to  sift  out  the  tnith  before  a  jury  of 
whites.  The  question  was  not,  however, 
^whether  the  legislatures  of  the  West  Indies 
had  neglected  their  duty  to  the  slaves,  but 
whether  the  slaves,  in  point  of  moral  im- 
provement, were  fit  for  freedom.  It  would 
lie  no  answer  to  him  to  say,  that  the  legis- 
latures had  nedected  their  duty,  for  he 
should  reply,  "It  matters  not;  prove  only 
to  me  that  the  slave  is  fit  for  freedom,  and 
I  will  confer  it  on  him ;  but  I  will  not 
confer  it  on  him,  merely  because  you  tell 
me  that  the  Colonial  Assemblies  have  neg- 
lected their  duty/'  Whilst  on  this  subject, 
he  wished  the  House  to  recollect  the  elo- 
quent language  of  Mr*  Canning,  who  de. 
acribed  the  negro  as  a  being  with  the  form 
and  strength  of  a  man,  but  with  the  intel- 
lect only  of  a  child.  '  To  turn  him  loose ;' 
said  Mr.  Cannine,  'in  the  manhood  of  his 

*  physical  strengw,  in  the  maturity  of  his 
'  physical  passbns,  but  in  the  infancy  of  his 
'  uninstructed  reason^  would  be  to  raise  up 
'  a  creature  resembling  the  splendid  fiction 
'  of  a  leoeiit  romance ;  the  hero  of  which 
'  constructs  a  human  form,  with  all  the 
'  corporeal  cauabilities  of  man,  and  with  the 

*  thews  and  nnews  of  a  giant ;  but  being 
'  uoaUe  to  impart  to  the  work  of  his  hands 
'  a  perception  of  rieht  and  wrong,  he  finds, 
'  too  late,  that  he  has  only  created  a  more 
'  than  mortal  power  of  doing  mischief,  and 
'  himself  recoils  from  the  monster  which  he 
'  has  made.'  On  that  occasion,  what  said 
the  hon.  member  for  Wevmouth  ?  He  was 
not  going  to  quote  now  what  the  hon. 
Alember  said  then,  for  the  purpose  of 
taunting  him  with  inconsistency ;  but  when 
the  hon.  Member  told  the  House  the  other 
night,  that  he  had  not  asked  for  more  for 
the  slave  in  1825,  because  in  his  opinion  the 
public  mind  at  that  time  was  not  prepared 
fcir  morCj  he  took  credit  to  himself  for  mo. 
deration  to  which  it  might  be  proved  from 
the  hon.  Member's  own  mouth  that  he  was 
not  entitled.  He  would  prove  that  to  the  hon. 
Member's  own  satisfaction,  or,  if  not  to  his 
satisfaction,  at  least  to  his  conviction.  The 
hon.  Member  did  not  refrain  from  asking 
more  for  the  Hlave,  because  he  thought  that 
the  slave  would  not  benefit  from  having 
more — quite  the  reverse*  He  said,  in  os 
many  distinct  words,  "  I  think  the  slave  is 
not  qualified  at  present  for  freedom — if  he 
were,  I  would  demand  it  for  him  at 
once."  The  very  words  the  hon.  Member 
used  were  as  follow : — '  I  now  come  to  tell 
'  gentlemen  the  course  we  mean  to  pursue : 

*  aod  1  hope  I  shall  not  he  deemed  impru- 


'dent  if  I  throw  off  all  di^ise,  and 
'state  frankly,  and  without  reserve,  the 
*  object  at  which  we  aim.  The  object  at 
'  ishich  we  aim  is  the  extinction  of  slavery 
* — ^nothing  less  than  the  extinction  of 
'  slavery — in  nothing  less  than  the  whole  of 
'  the  British  dominions :  not,  however,  the 
'rapid  termination  of  that  state — ^not  the 
'sudden  emancipation  of  the  negro — but 
'  such  preparatory  steps,  such  measures  of 
'  precaution,  as,  by  slow  degrees,  and  in  a 
'  course  of  years,  first  fitting  and  qualifying 
'  the  slave  for  the  enjoyment  of  freedom, 
'  shall  gently  conduct  us  to  the  annihilation 
*of  slavery.  Nothing  can  more  clearly 
'  show  that  we  mean  nothing  rash — ^nothing 
'rapid — ^nothing  abrupt — nothing  bearing 
'  any  feature  of  violence,  than  this — that  if 
'  I  succeed  to  the  fullest  extent  of  my  de- 
'sires,  confci^cdly  sanguine,  no  man  will 
'  be  able  to  sav,  I  even  shall  be  unable  to 
'  predict,  that  at  such  a  time,  or  in  such  a 
'  year,  slavery  will  be  abolished.  In  point 
'  of  fact,  it  will  never  be  abolished :  it  will 
'  never  be  destroyed.  It  will  subside ;  it 
'  will  decline ;  it  will  expire ;  it  will,  as  it 
'  were,  hum  itself  down  mto  its  socket  and 
'go  out.  We  are  far  from  meaning  to 
'  attempt  to  cut  down  slavery  in  the  full 
'  maturity  of  its  vigour.  We  rather  shall 
'  leave  it  gently  to  decay^^owly,  silently, 
'  almost  imperceptibly,  to  die  away,  and  to 
'lie  forgotten.**  The  hon.  member  for 
Weymouth  said  expressly,  "  I  insist  on  the 
right  of  the  slave  to  freedom.  I  deny  that 
you  either  have,  or  ought  to  have,  any 
property  in  him.  It  is  from  no  deference 
to  your  wbhes,  but  because  I  think  him 
yet  unqualified  for  the  donation  of  freedom, 
that  I  now  decline  on  his  behalf  to  ask  you 
for  it."  If  such  were  the  opinions  of  the 
hon.  Member  then,  was  it  not  necessary 
now  that  the  hon.  Member  should  prove 
that  the  slave  is  now  qualified  for  freedom  ? 
He  (Sir  Robert  Peel)  admitted,  that  the 
progressive  improvement  of  the  slave  since 
that  time  misht  impose  upon  us  the  neces- 
sity of  grantmg  him  freedom ;  but  if  he 
had  not  made  that  progressive  improvement, 
if  he  remained  still  unqualified,  then  it  was 
against  the  interest  of  the  slave  that  free- 
dom should  be  conferred  upon  him.  If 
there  were  any  force  in  this  argument  in 
1  S%3,  surely  there  was  as  much  force  in  it  in 
the  year  1 883  as  at  the  former  time.  He 
had  looked  thmu^^h  the  evidence  which  had 
been  collected  upon  this  subject,  and  he 
was  peculiariy  struck  with  the  evidence  of 
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Captain  Elliot,  the  protector  of  slaves  at 
Demerara,  who  wrote  with  singular  terse- 
ness and  ability.  The  leaning  of  his  mind 
was  decidedly  against  immediate  emancipa- 
tion- He  would  not  detain  the  House  by 
looking  for  that  Gentleman's  evidence ;  but 
his  opinion  was>  that  the  slave  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  be  trusted  with  the  power  of 
labouring  for  his  own  subsistence.  Instances 
had  been  mentioned  in  which  freedom  had 
been  conferred  upon  the  slave  without  any 
danger  to  the  society  in  which  he  lived.  A 
gallant  Admiral  had  stated  facts  which  fell 
within  his  own  observation,  to  justify  the 
inference  that  freedom  might  be  safely 
granted  to  the  slave.  He  had  mentioned 
the  case  of  the  Caraccas  ;  but  there  were 
circumstances  which  made  that  not' a  case 
in  point.  The  gallant  Admiral  said,  that 
freedom  was  then  conferred  upon  the  slaves 
who  were  labouring  in  the  sugar-planta- 
tions ;  but  he  addec^  that  the  countiy  was 
then  divided  by  conflictinff  factions, — that 
each  manumitted  their  uaves — that  the 
slaves  entered  the  army,  and  after  serving 
some  time  in  it,  returned  to  their  planta- 
tions,  and  were  content  to  work  as  free 
labourers.  In  this  case  the  severe  disdpline 
of  the  army  qualified  them  for  free  labour- 
ers, and  supplied  the  place  of  their  former 
coercion.  No  safe  deduction  oould»  how- 
ever, be  drawn  from  what  happened  in  the 
Caraccas  as  to  what  would  happen  in  the 
West  Indies.  In  Venezuela,  the  physical 
distinctions  were  not  so  great  as  in  our 
colonies,  and,  as  was  well  observed  by  the 
noble  Lord,  the  member  for  Liverpool, 
the  slaves  did  not  constitute  more  than  an 
eighth  of  the  whole  population.  Now  it 
might  be  safe  to  confer  freedom  on  the 
slaves,  where  they  formed  only  a  small 
minority  of  the  community,  and  yet  there 
might  be  no  safety  in  conferring  it  upon 
them  where  they  constituted  the  great 
majority.  He  was  not  convinced  by  what 
he  had  heard  from  the  hon.  member  for 
Weymouth  on  the  present  occasion,  he 
would  rather  be  guided  by  what  he  had 
said  in  1823.  He  would  now  come  to  the 
plan  of  the  right  hon.  Secretary,  who  pro- 
posed that  the  slave  should  be  apprenticed 
for  twelve  years  to  his  master,  but  that  the 
slave  should  be  entitled  to  demand  his  free* 
dom  at  any  intermediate  time  on  tendering 
a  certain  fixed  value ;  but  suppose  that  some 
slaves  should  not  wish  to  demand  their 
frteedom  at  any  time,  but  should  prefer 
remaining  as  thqr  were,  what  would 
follow  ?  Why,  that  there  would  still  be 
two  classes— one  of  slaves  and  one  of 
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apprentices,  and  for  the  one  the  whole  alave 
code  would  have  still  to  be   continued: 
would  not  that  be  a  great  and  inoonvcnioit 
anomaly  ?     But  it  was  proposed  that  ther 
in  the  present  Session  should,  by  an  Act  of 
the  Imperial  Legislature,  make  a  law  whtd 
was  to  apply  equally  to  all  the  colonies, 
differing,  as  they  did,  in  so  many  things  in 
their  internal  government,  some  of  them 
being  peopled  l^  English^  some  by  Dutch, 
and  others  by  French  or  Spaniarda.     Was 
this  law  to  be  equally  applicable  to  the 
Mauritius,  to  Demerara,  and  to  Jamaica  ? 
And  were  they  to  pass  this  general  Act, 
applying  thus  equaJly  to  all  the  colonies, 
without  further  inquiry  as  to  whether  this 
plan  should  be  adopted  in  preference  to  anr 
other  ?     See  how  different  was  the  sjrslem 
with  respect  to  the  mode  of  supporting  the 
slave  in  some  of  the  colonies.  In  Barfaadoo 
the   slave  was   paid  by  a  sort  of  tnul 
system, — ^in    Jamaica,   he  had    a   certaiD 
allowance  of  provisions  given  to  him«  but 
in  each  of  the  colonies  there  was   aorae 
peculiar  difference.     How,  he  would  a^, 
could    they  during    the  present    Session 
arrange  all  the  details  necesssoy   fyt  the 
application  of  the  principle  of  this  reaolti. 
tion  to  aU  these  colonies  ?     Bat  how  was 
it  possible  they  could  do  so  without  the 
co-operation  of  the  colonists  ?     The  House 
could  have  no  interest  in  creating  angiy 
feelings  amongst  them,  and  their  oo-opers- 
tion  was  indispensable  to  succesL     The 
ground  which  the  slave  cultivated  belonged 
to  his  master,  as  did  the  house  whidi  he 
inhabited.    Was  he  not  to  continue  in  the 
occupation  of  both?     If  he  were,  was  it 
not  of  immense  importance  to  the  luooess 
of  the  scheme,  to  have  the  assistance  of  the 
planters  ?    Do  not  trust  to  them  for  erant- 
ing  the  principle.     Take  that  from  nrlia. 
ment;  but,  in  carrying  it  into  execution, 
do  your  utmost  to  secure  the  good.will  of 
the  planters.     It  might  be  said,  that  the 
Colonial   Legislatures  would  refuae  thdr 
assistance,    and  that   colonial   proprieiar» 
would  throw  obstacles  in  the  way.     But 
armed  as  hb  Majesty's  Government  would 
be,  with  the  authority  of  Parliameat,  it 
would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  Colonial 
Legislatures  and  proprietors  to  co-operate 
with  it ;  and  the  House  might  rdy  upon 
their  doins  so.     It  was  an  important  part 
of  the  nome  Lord's  plan,  that  it  gave  the 
Colonial  Legislatures  the  choice  of  Sie  mode 
in  which  they  would    emancipate    their 
slaves.    But  the  plan  of  the  right  hon. 
Secretary  took  away  from  them  the  power 
of  performing  this  act  of  grace ;  and  might 
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not  the* right  Iioil.  Gentleman  advantage, 
oualy  borrow,  if  time  were  given  him  to 
conader  of  it,  that  jiart  of  the  noUe  Lord's 
plan?  At  present,  you  propose  to  give 
idaves  almost  all  the  privileges  of  freemen, 
but  have  taken  no  precautions  against  their 
abuse  of  those  privileges.  It  was  said  that 
the  Government  was  to  have  the  power  of 
appointing  stipendiary  magistrates;  but 
none  were  yet  appointed.  It  was  proposed 
at  once  to  ainier  freedom  upon  800,000 
slaves,  but  as  yet  no  precautions  were 
taken  to  ensure  success.  If  the  people  of 
this  oountzy,  not  satisfied  with  lajring  the 
foundations  of  ultimate  liberty,  insisted 
upon  immediately  granting  it,  even  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  slave ;  if  they  were  mad 
enough  to  force  such  a  project  upon  the 
Government,  they  assumed  a  responsibility 
which  not  only  no  sane  man,  but  no  phi- 
lanthropistj  no  real  friend  to  the  slave, 
would  be  willing  to  adopt.  It  was  a  part 
of  the  plan,  that  all  children  hereafter  bom, 
and  all  now  six  years  of  age,  should  be 
free ;  but  would  it  not  be  rairable,  even 
for  the  safety  of  those  children  themselves, 
that  fveparatory  measures  should  be 
taken  before  effecting  so  great  a  change? 
The  news  that  a  bill  had  passed  for  the 
emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  the  colonies 
would  reach  its  destination  in  September  or 
October,  without  any  preliminary  police 
regulations  to  ensure  the  continuance  of 
good  order.  The  master  would  then  have 
no  direct  interest  in  providing  for  the  cliil- 
dren  of  slaves,  and  the  House  would  have 
made  no  provision  for  their  custody,  and 
maintenance.  Even  in  foundling  ho^itals, 
no  sudden  accession  of  children  to  be  pro- 
vided for  could  be  met,  without  previous 
preparation.  How  could  any  man  propose 
such  a  change  as  this,  then,  without  chang- 
ing the  laws  which  govern  the  support  of 
cluldren  ?  Was  it  ^uite  certain  that  this 
was  the  best  mode  by  which  slavery  could 
be  abolished?  In  other  cases  a  gradual 
abolition  had  taken  place.  In  South 
America,  Bolivar  gave  freedom  to  certain 
classes  of  slaves.  Slavery  had  been  abolish- 
ed in  araie  of  the  United  States,  but  the 
slaves  were  liberated  in  small  bodies.  In 
the  State  of  New  York»  it  had  been  decreed 
that  slavery  should  expire  in  ten  years  from 
a  certain  date.  In  the  Spanish  colonies  a 
principle  was  acted  upon  which  did  not 
apply  to  the  present  plan.  In  the  Spanish 
colonies  the  slave  had  a  greater  number  of 
free  days  allowed  him  to  work.  All  the 
Saints^ys  were  holidays.  In  Cuba,  too, 
various  regulations  were  made  in  respect  to 
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the  time  which  they  had  allowed  to  them- 
selves. They  had  every  Sunday  besides, 
and  they  were  paid  for  their  labour  on  these 
days.  They  might  demand  their  freedom 
by  purchase,  or,  if  they  had  not  sufficient 
money  for  this,  they  might  purchase 
another  day,  so  as  to  have  three  days  to 
themselves.  He  knew  not  whether  such  a 
principle  was  applicable  to  their  own  oolo« 
nies,  but  it  had  the  great  advantage  of  hold* 
ing  out  a  stimulus  to  exertion  wule  it  pro- 
vided for  the  gradual  extinction  of  the  evil. 
He  was  sorry  that  the  hoiu  member  for 
Weymouth  objected  to  the  slave  paying 
any  thing.  It  would  act  as  a  stimulus'  to 
exertion  and  industry.  He  would  say,  by 
all  means  treat  the  slave  with  humanity ; 
do  not  use  the  whip  to  force  him  to  work ; 
but  could  the  permanent  benefit  of  the  slave 
be  secured  without  some  stimulus  to 
labour?  Look  at  the  consequences  of 
emancipation  in  some  of  the  Eastern  States 
of  America,  where  slavery  had  been  abolish- 
ed for  some  time.  In  these  the  price  of 
labour  was  high;  the  emancipated  slaves 
had  every  encouragement  to  labour;  no 
prejudices  existed  against  them  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  States,  wages  were  high ; 
yet  in  these  very .  States,  such  was  the  de- 
gradation and  misery  to  which  the  eman- 
cipated slaves  were  reduced,  that  philan- 
thropists saw  no  other  remedy  for  the  evil 
but  sending  them  to  a  colony  on  the  coast 
of  Africa.  Mr.  Deway,  who  was  repre- 
sented as  one  of  the  warmest  advocates  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  America,  said, 
that  so  strong  was  the  feeling  of  the  people 
with  respect  to  men  of  colour,  that  it  was 
utterly  impossible  to  raise  them  in  the  scale 
of  society,  and  that  the  gift  of  freedom  had 
only  tended  to  diminish  their  numbers  and 
means  of  support,  without  giving  them  any 
real  advanti^  in  their  moral  and  civil  con- 
dition. He  mentioned  this  circumstance, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  any  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  emancipation,  but  to 
show  that  the  regulations  with  which  it 
ought  to  be  attended  required  the  utmost 
consideration.  The  same  results  would 
follow  in  the  colonies  as  in  the  Eastern 
States  of  America  if  these  measures  were 
conducted  without  due  caution.  It  was  not 
their  wish  or  their  object  to  give  domina- 
tion to  the  blacks  over  the  whites,  but  to 
produce  an  industrious  class  of  cultivators, 
wiUine  to  labour  and  to  reap  the  profits  of 
their  mdustry.  This  they  might  e&ct  if 
they  acted  so  as  to  conciliate  the  good-wiU 
and  co-opentton  of  the  colonists,  if  the 
experiment  now  proposed  should  fidl,  it 
N 


355     Mmsimal  Plan  Jbr  ike     {COMMONS}        AhMtixm  iff  Slavery.         356 


migbt  have  the  effect  of  retarding  the  pro- 
gress of  emnncipation  in  other  states^  and 
materially  affect  the  situation  of  their  slave 
population.     Unless  they  proceeded  with 
great  caution^  they  might,  in  fact,  instead 
of  advancing  the  liberty  only  confirm  the 
slavery  and  do  irreparable  mischief  to  the 
black  population.     The  hon.  and  gallant 
Admind  (Fleming),  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  told  them  that  the  blacks  in  St. 
Domingo  would  not  work  on  sugar  planta- 
tions, but  that  they  were  willing  enough  to 
perform  work  of  a  different  kind  ;  that  they 
raised  plenty  of  subsistence  for  themselves ; 
that  they  were  not  in  rags  or  in  distress, 
hut  had  plenty  of  food  and  seemed  happy. 
These  observations  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Admiral  might  be  applicable  enough  to  the 
question,  if  the  object  proposed  by  them  was 
to  raise  up  twenty  St.  Domingos,  but  their 
object  was  not  to  abandon,  but  to  continue, 
the  cultivation  of  sugar,  to  enable  the  white 
population  to  remain  in  the  colonies,  and 
to  set  the  example  of  order  and  industry  to 
the  blacks.     If  the  plan  should  fail,  what 
would  then  be  the  consequence?     There 
.were  4»000,000  cwt.  of  sugar  consumed  in 
this  country,  the  produce  of  ourown  colonies. 
Suppose  this  cultivation  to  fail  in  conse- 
quence of  this  measure,  did  they  think  the 
use  of  sugar  would  cease  here  ?   Impossible. 
It  had  becomeanecessary  of  life,  and  would 
still  continue  in  as  much  demand  as  ever. 
•Now,  let  those  who  opposed  slavery,  who 
were  ready  to  run  any  risk  for  the  abolition 
x>f  it,  to  endanger  life  and  property  for  that 
object,  to  risk  a  revenue  of  5,000,6oO/.— let 
them  consider  what  might  be  the  effects  on 
slaves  of  other  states  if  this  experiment  did 
not  succeed.    The  Gallant  Admiral  inform- 
ed them  that  free  blacks  would  not  labour 
on  sugar  plantations.     Well,  then,  let  some 
«timuTus   be  provided  to  induce  them  to 
labour  in  the  cultivation  of  sugar,  in  lieu  of 
coercion ;  or  otherwise,  while  they  emanci- 
pated their  own  slaves,  they  must  aggravate 
the  miseries  of  the  slaves  of  other  colonies. 
Our  colonies  might  become  wildernesses,  to- 
morrow they  might  be  all  reduced  to  the 
same  state  as  Saint  Domingo,  but  sugar 
would  continue  to  be  used.     It  had  become 
a  necessary  of  life,  and  no  revenue  regula- 
tions could  possibly  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion of  it  into  the  f»untry.     What,  then, 
roust  follow  }     If  the  cultivation  ceased  in 
our  own   colonies,  other  colonies    would 
supply  the  demand.     In.  many  colonies  the 
traffic  in  slaves  still  continued.    Would  it 
not  still  continue  when  the  demand  for 
sugar,  the  produce  of  these  colonies,  would 


be  increased  by  the  demand  from  tldt  eom- 

try  ?     Even  if  the  slave  trade  aliould  be 

abolished  as  regarded  other  states,  «n»k 

not  the  existing  slave  population   be  foast 

hardly  worked  to  supply  the  increafsed  d5- 

mand  ?   It  might  be  said,  they  had  nothios 

to  do  with  the  slaves  of  other  states,  tkr 

their  business  was  only  to  emancipate  those  d 

their  own  colonies.     It  might  be  so  legsH? 

speaking;  but  was  there  no  moral  respaas- 

bility  ?    Would  it  not  be  an  flggrairatjoo  a 

t  h  evil  which  it  was  the  object  of  tbose  be.  \ 

nevolent  individuals  to  prevetit  >     If  on  * 

experiment^  should   fail,    would    nnt   tlir 

failure  deter  other  states  from    lallowiB^ 

our  example?     It  had  been  sdd  by  ^ 

hon.  and  learned  member  for  DuUin,  tlix 

no  pecuniary  consideration  should  preres 

their  adoption  of  the  principle  of  entanctfr 

tion.     The  question,  he  said,  was  one  a 

humanity.    That  was  exactly  the  langiia^ 

held  by  the  National  Convention  of  Franee. 

On   the  4th  of  February,  1 79*,  the  SV 

ticmal  Convention  determined  on  the  abc^ 

tion  of  slavery.     Thi^  Assembly  was  ja^  a 

iitipatient  to  come  to  a  dividon   on  tbe 

question,  as  some  hon.  Memben  then  v^ 

peared  to  be.      Two   deputies  from  St 

Domingo  were  presented  to   tbe    re^ 

sentatives  of  the  nation,  and  were  reoavvd 

with  the  warmest  expressions  of  interef 

and  fraternity.    Several  Memben  ipokf  d 

the  right  of  the  coloured  people  to  n- 

mediate  emancipation,  and  one  caDed  ups 

the  Assembly  not  to  dishonour  ilielf  }/; 

further  discussion.     The   Assembly  frp. 

and  voted  by  acclamation  ;  and  the  Pr»* 

dent  pronounced  the  abolition  of  sbvRT. 

amidst  cries  of  "  Vwe  la  RepuhUque!^'- 

"  Five  la  Convention  Nalianale !  •*     Thf 

Deputies  were  conducted  to  the  Pieadent, 

who  gave  them  the  fraternal  kiss,  wbidi 

was  also  given  th^m  by  the  whole  AssemUr- 

Tesrs  of  joy  were  in  all  eyes, — *'  Fire  h 

Liberti !  "    in  all  mouths— and    Dantaa 

made  a  speech,  in  which  he  proclaimed  tk 

triumph  of  liberty,  and    the  downfal  ^ 

England.      He  would  abstain  from  dr 

tailing  the  atrocities  which  followed  in  St. 

Domingo— the  House  was  well  aequaintei 

with  them.     He  would  only  obser^,  chsl 

all  the  disoiden  which  had  beeli  deaetiM 

as  occurring  there,  also  ocettrred   in  tiv 

French  colony  of  GuadAleupe.     A  gea<»l 

officer,  reporting  unoa  the  stele  ot  Ibst 

island  shortly  aner  tiie  emandpatioii  of  tk 

slaves,  deseribed  all  the  babitatlont  as  rtiiarf, 

all  the  proprietors  reduced  to  a  stale  d 

beggary,  and  the  slaves  as  having  ttmM^ 

pirates  to  attack  neutrak  and  tlie  EagW, 
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ly  whom  many  of  them  were  taken  and 
sold  as  slaves.  Seeins  this  wretched  state 
of  things^  the  Frencn  governor  attempted 
to  enforce  in  Guadaloupe  the  regulations 
ndopted  hj  Toussaint  in  St.  Domingo ;  hut 
he  being  a  white,  they  resisted  the  imposi- 
tion of  thone  regulations.  Torrents  of 
blood  were  shed;  and,  finally,  slavery 
was  again  established  in  Guadaloupe,  as  a 
less  evil  than  liberty  indiscriminately  given. 
With  these  warnings  before  them,  he  im- 
plored  the  House,  for  the  sake  of  the  slaves 
themselves,  to  come  to  no  precipitate  decision 
on  the  question.  He  implored  it,  aAer  recog. 
nising  the  principle  embodied  in  the  first 
Resolution,  to  apply  it  with  discretion,  and 
to  take  care  that  they  did  not,  by  legisla- 
tion, increase  the  hardships  of  slaves  in  the 
Brazils  and  Spanish  colonies,  instead  of 
obtaining  any  mitigation  of  their  lot.  Let 
them  not  lay  themselves  open  to  the 
taunts — **  Had  you  tried  your  experiment 
with  more  caution,  we  might  have  been 
free."  If  they  proceeded  cautiously,  they 
might,  probably,  have  the  satisfaction — the 
highest  which  a  Christian  Legislature — 
which  human  beine— scould  enjoy.-* of 
fsetting  an  example  of  such  wisely-regulated 
humanity^  that  it  was  worthy  of  being 
followed  by  all  the  world.  But  if  they 
refused  after  establishing  the  principle  of 
liberty,  to  accommodate  that  principle  to 
the  state  of  society  in  the  colonies — if  they 
ppoved  that  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves 
was  not  accompanied  with  increased  secu- 
rity to  life  and  property — if  they  induced 
the  United  States,  with  two  millions  of 
slaves,  to  persevere  in  refusing  to  them 
religious  education  and  knowlalge  of  all 
kinds,  for  fear  of  the  use  they  might  make 
of  it,  they  would  sacrifice  the  interests  of 
England,  and  would  incur,  if  not  the  guilt, 
the  grave  responsibility  of  having,  by  a 
precipitate  attempt  to  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  our  own  slaves,  aggravated  the 
hardshipti  of  those  who  were  exposed  to  a 
more  bitter  fate  in  other  parts  of  the 
world. 

Lord  Althorp  said,  he  concurred  almost 
entirely  in  the  observations  made  by  the 
right  hon.Gentkmaa.  Uecoocurred  in  the 
great  importance  of  the  measure,  not  only  as 
it  might  affect  the  interests  of  this  coun- 
try, but  also  the  slave  population  of  other 
countries;  but  still  be  must  say,  that  the 
danger  of  remaining  aa  we  were  was  still 
greater.  The  only  difference  between  the 
coume  recommended  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  that  proposed  by  the  Go- 
vernment, was  in  the  point  of  time.    The 


right  hon.  Gentleman  thought  the  House 
should  agree  to  resolutions  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  but  put  off  the  execution  of  the 
plan  to  some  future  time.  He  could  not 
at  all  agree  to  such  a  proposition.  Indeed 
he  believed  the  worst  possible  consequences 
would  follow  from  agreeing  to  resolutions 
without  any  practical  effect.      Different 

Clans  had  been  proposed  by  hon.  Members; 
ut  there  were  none  to  which  he  did  not 
see  great  objections.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  recommended,  that  coercion 
should  still  be  resorted  to,  till  the  slaves 
could  be  brought  to  such  a  condition  as 
would  fit  them  for  free  labour.  Now,  there 
was  no  great  difference  between  that  plan 
and  the  plan  proposed  by  Government, 
which  still  continued,  to  a  certain  extent, 
coercive  measures,  and  at  the  same  time 
held  out  an  inducement  to  work .  The  cases 
of  St.  Domingo  and  Guadaloupe  had  been  \ 
quoted,  but  these  were  not  at  all  in  point; 
and  he  would  appeal  to  the  House,  whether 
the  situation  of  the  slaves  in  these  colonies 
at  the  time  of  the  disturbances,  were 
not  very  different  fh)m  the  situation  of 
the  slaves  in  tfie  British  West-India 
Islands  now.  At  the  former  period, 
the  great  proportion  of  the  slaves  had  been 
lately  imported  from  Africa,  and  were  in 
the  most  barbarous  state;  whereas  the 
slaves  in  our  possessions,  though  not  civil- 
ized, were  comparatively  so,  and  had  ac- 
quired habits  of  industry  which  those  of 
Saint  Domingo  did  not  possess.  Much 
had  been  said  about  the  indolence  of  the  . 
slave  population,  and  instances  had  been 
cited  to  prove  this ;  but  though  some  slaves 
might  have  exhibited  such  a  disposition, 
surely  it  was  not  to  be  taken  for  granted 
that  all  were  equally  destitute  of  habits  of 
industry.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
laid  a  good  deal  of  stress  on  the  first  Reso- 
lution, and  had  blamed  the  Government 
for  calling  on  the  House  to  agree  at  once 
to  resolutions  which  would  emancipate  the 
slaves  immediately.  Now,  that  was  not 
the  import  of  the  Resolution.  It  did  not 
say,  that  emancipation  was  to  be  immedi- 
ate, but  that  measures  ought  to  be  taken 
to  carry  it  into  effect.  His  noble  friend 
(the  late  Under-Secretary  for  the  Colonies) 
objected  to  the  amount  of  compensation, 
and  thought 20,000,000/.shonld  be  granted, 
instead  of  15,000,000/.  For  his  part  he 
considered  15,000,000/.  quite  sufficient. 
The  whole  West-India  property  had  been 
estimated  at  45,000,000/.  ateriing,  and  be 
thought  a  third  of  that  sum  the  full  amount 
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to  which  the  West-India  planters  were  en- 
titled, for  taking  away  one-fourth  of  the 
labour  of  the  slaves — that  he  thought  was 
not  an  unfair  proposition ;  but  he  was  not 
at  all  prejudiced  in  favour  of  one  sum  more 
than  another.  The  hon.  member  for 
Dublin,  said  the  time  had  now  passed,  as 
emancipation  had  been  agreed  to  by  the 
resolutions  of  1823;  but  it  ought  to  be 
remembered  that  though  the  resolutions 
were  agreed  to  at  that  period,  the  colonial 
Legislatures  had  done  nothing,  and  the 
slaves  remained  in  the  same  state  as  in 
1 823.  Looking  at  the  Resolutions  in  every 
point  of  view,  he  thought  them  the  most 
desirable  for  the  Committee  to  adopt,  and 
he  trusted  that  such  was  the  view  taken  of 
them  by  the  great  majority  of  Members. 

Mr.  Hume  suggested,  that  as  they  were 
nearly  all  agreed  on  the  principle  of  the 
first  Resolution,  it  would  be  as  well  if  the 
hon.  member  for  Kidderminster,  (Mr.  God- 
son) would  consent  to  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment, as  he  could  move  it  at  a  future  stage 
of  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  Godson  consented  to  that  course. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  said,  that,  as  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  hon.  Member 
to  divide  upon  the  Amendment,  he  should 
observe  that,  in  the  future  course  of  pro- 
secuting this  measure,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary for  them  to  have  the  Colonial  Legisla- 
tures assisting  them;  for,  without  their 
concurrence,  there  would  be  but  a  faint 
chance  of  carrying  it  into  successful  execu. 
tion.  It  was,  however,  absolutely  neces- 
sary, that  the  British  Parliament  should 
take  the  initiative  step,  and  declare  at  once 
explicitly  that  there  was  no  longer  the 
smallest  chance  of  avoiding  emancipation. 
The  6rst  steps  taken,  the  details  might  be 
filled  up  by  the  Colonial  Legislatures ;  for 
he  was  willing  to  admit,  that  at  this  period 
of  the  Session,  Parliament  could  not  enter 
into  all  the  various  details  of  a  measure  of 
such  magnitude.  Though  he  so  far  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  yet  he  could 
not  agree  withhiiu  in  thinking  that  Parlia- 
ment should  only  indicate  what  it  wished 
to  be  done.  He  would  go  a  step  further, 
and  make  a  beginning  at  once,  and  leave 
the  details  to  be  filled  up  by  the  Colonial 
Legislatures ;  but  he  would  have  even  a 
provisional  execution  of  those  measures, 
that  was,  that  if  the  Colonial  Legislatures 
did  not  fill  up  the  outline  which  we  drew 
by  ft  day  to  be  named,  we  should,  in  the 
next  Session,  however  much  time  it  might 
take  up,  or  with  whatever  trouble  or  dan- 


ger it  might  be  attended,  go  thniogk  the 
whole  of  the  details,  and  take  inunediale 
measures  for  carrying  them  into  executioa. 
In  conclusion,  and  now  that  the  principal 
Resolution  was  about  to  be  adopted,  be 
could  not  but  congratulate  the  House  and 
the  country,  and  the  friends  of  humanitj 
in  general,  that  the  fiat  of  emancipatiot 
was  gone  forth  from  the  British  House  ei 
Commons,  and  that  all  that  now  remaiaed 
to  be  settled  was  a  question  of  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence. 

Siv Robert  Peel  moved,  in  order  to  mark 
his  opinion  of  the  impolicy  of  any  hasty 
measure,  that  the  woni  **  immediate"  b 
expunged,  and  the  word  ^'efFectaal**  sbooM 
be  substituted.  Also  that  the  word  ''ul- 
timate" should  be  introduced ;  so  that  tk 
resolution  should  run,  "that  effectoil 
measures  should  be  taken  to  secare  tbe 
ultimate  abolition  of  slavery" — [**  No^r] 
He  should  not  press  it  to  a  diWsion,  butts 
immediate  abolition  could  not  take  place, 
he  thought  th^  Resolution  thus  amended 
would  be  more  consistent  with  the  ac- 
knowledged intentions  of  the  GoTemmeat. 

Sir  Robert  IngUs  was  of  opinion  tht: 
the  right  hon.  Secretary,  woold  find  his- 
self  as  unfortunate  in  the  use  of  the  words 
"  immediate  abolition,"  as  he  had  alreadf 
found  himself  in  the  words  **  extinctiofl  ct' 
tithes." 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  first  Resolution  put  and  agreed  to. 

The  House  resumed,  the  Committee  to 
sit  again. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Tuesday,  June  A,  1833. 

MiNUTCs.]    BilL    Read  a  Uiird  tixM  i— Dmnatie  Anflw: 
Soap  DuUei.- 

PeUtions  praienled.  By  Lofd  Drnvoaa,  fkfn  nwfcmi^ 
wicke,  againit  Uie  Corn  Lawi;  ftom  LotthiMM^,  lev  Ririia 
to  the  Difseoten  In  re«pecC  to  Maniagw,  Bcfntn&ea, 
and  Church  Ral)n.^By  flie  Eail  of  Smiia— uay.  Am 
Uie  UniTenity  of  Glaifow,  for  a  Rapeal  of  tite  A^st^ 
caries  AcL— By  Earl  Grby.  from  fila^nw.  fai  CtToor  ti 
the  Royal  Bm%\»  (Scntland)  BiU;  from  thiM 
an  EatenrioD  of  the  CHU  Righta  oT  tte  J4 
Load  CiL4ircBLU>A,  Earb  Omit  aad 
Lord  SurriBLD,  from  a  Numbo  of 
Slavery — By  Earl  Guar,  from  a  Mcthodtat 
of  South  Shield!,  itar  ttit  Aholittoa  of  SlMwy  ^oa 
and  equitable  tennt  only. 

Colonial  Slavery.]  Lord  St,  r«« 
cent  rose  to  present  to  their  Lordships  i 
petition  of  merchants,  traders,  planters, 
and  others,  relative  to  the  West-lodia 
colonies,  and  expressing  their  diaapproba* 
tion  of  the  measures  proposed  in  anothcf 
place  for  the  extinction  of  slavery.    Tbe 
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noble  Lord  stated,  that  as  doubts  had 
been  expressed  with  respect  to  the  planters' 
right  of  property  in  negroes,  he  would 
shortly  state  the  manner  in  which  that 
property  had  been  established.  The  slave 
trade  had  existed  as  long  back  as  the  time 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  in  the  reign  of 
William  3rd  an  Act  was  passed  to  en- 
courage the  African  trade,  which,  while  it 
imposed  a  tax  on  almost  every  article  of 
commerce,  left  the  importation  of  negroes 
free  of  duty.  In  the  13th  and  14th  of 
George  Srd^a  statute  passed,  encouraging 
foreigners,  as  well  as  the  people  of  this 
country,  to  invest  their  money  in  colonial 
securities :  specifying  those  securities  to 
be  "  lands  and  slaves."  Mortgages  were 
effected  upon  the  faith  of  that  Act ;  and 
Parliament  would  not  be  acting  justly  if, 
in  making  arrangements  for  the  liberation 
of  the  slaves,  they  neglected  to  give  a  fair 
consideration  to  the  claims  of  both  the 
mortgagees  and  the  mortgagers.  By  the 
58th  of  George  3rd,  the  manner  in  which 
these  mortgages  should  be  effected  was 
particularly  specified ;  and  in  another 
very  important  Act,  he  meant  the  Act  of 
Registration,  the  right  of  property  in  slaves 
was  expressly  acknowledged.  But  it  had 
been  frequently  said,  in  that  House,  that 
the  West-India  proprietors  had  no  abstract 
right  in  slaves :  now,  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  what  was  meant  by  abstract  right 
when  put  in  opposition  to  the  established 
law  of  the  lana.  The  Common-law  and 
the  Statute-law  were  the  foundation  of 
every  description  of  property ;  but  if  they 
once  admitted  the  doctrine  of  abstract 
right,  where  were  they  to  stop?  The 
whole  fabric  of  society  would  be  split  to 
pieces  if  the  wedge  of  abstract  right  were 
once  entered  into  an^  part  of  it.  It  was 
not  only  in  the  colonies  that  the  existence 
of  slavery  had  been  recognized  by  Act  of 
Parliament ;  it  existed  in  Scotland  up  to 
1775,  at  which  period  it  was  abolisheo,  as 
the  preamble  of  the  Act  stated,  not 
because  of  the  grievances  suffered  by  the 
bondsmen,  or  for  the  sake  of  principle,  but 
for  the  sake  of  the  owners  of  the  mines  to 
which  these  bondsmen  were  attached. 
This  was  a  case  of  great  importance,  and 
he  would  leave  their  Lordships  to  apply  it 
to  the  subject  of  colonial  slavery.  It  was 
of  great  importance  that  whatever  might 
be  done  by  the  Government  with  respect 
to  the  West  Indies  should  not  be  consi- 
dered by  any  party  as  an  act  of  spoliation. 
There  ought  to  be  some  fair  rule  by  which 


to  estimate  the  value  of  the  property  of 
those  colonies.  He  was  aware  that  a  cal- 
culation had  been  made,  but  he  did  not 
think,  that  that  calculation  was  satisfactory 
either  to  the  public  or  the  planters.  He 
admitted  that  but  one  opinion  ^existed  in 
the  country  with  respect  to  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  and  the  petitioners  stated,  that 
they  had  no  wish  to  throw  unnecessary 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that  object.  Upon  this  point  he  ■ 
was  bound  to  do  justice  to  the  desires 
manifested  by  the  colonial  authorities, 
and  particularly  by  the  Assembly  of^ 
Jamaica.  They  had  always  expressed  a 
wish  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  provided 
only  that  due  attention  was  paid  to  their 
interests.  It  was  of  gTeat  importance  that 
this  country  should  have  the  co-operation 
of  the  colonial  authorities  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  any  plan  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery :  for  it  was  very  much  to  be.  feared 
that  if  the  British  Legislature  by  a  bold 
stroke  dissolved  the  tie  existing  between 
the  negroes  and  the  proprietors,  the  slaves 
would  no  longer  feel  that  respect  and 
affection  which  they  on  many  occasions 
evinced  for  their  masters.  He  would 
propose  that  Commissioners  should  be 
appointed  and  sent  out  to  the  West  Indies 
for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the 
colonial  authorities.  By  this  means  in- 
formation of  the  greatest  value  could  be 
collected,  and  plans  suggested  for  the 
settlement  of  all  the  various  and  compli- 
cated interests  involved  in  this  arduous 
question.  The  noble  Lord  (after  stating 
that  in  the  fertile  country  of  the  West 
Indies,  one  day*8  work  was  sufficient  to 
supply  the  negro  with  the  means  of  sub* 
sistence  for  a  week,  and  that  consequently 
some  greater  stimulus  than  mere  necessity 
was  required  to  induce  him  to  employ  his 
time  profitably  to  the  country  and  his 
master)  concluded  by  presenting  the  peti- 
tion, which  was  read  at  length. 

The  Earl  of  Ripon  began  by  expressing 
his  gratification  at  the  manner  in  which 
his  noble  friend  had  introduced  the  peti- 
tion to  their  Lordships'  notice.  Ilis  noble 
friend,  like  the  petitioners,  was  deeply 
interested  in  the  result  of  this  question, 
and  he  had  expressed  himself  with  a 
moderation,  good  sense,  and  good  taste, 
highly  creditable  to  himself.  But  there 
had  been  found  persons,  equally  interested, 
who  had  not  adopted  the  same  moderate 
tone.  He,  therefore,  hailed  the  temper 
manifested  by  his  noble  friend  as  one  of 


363 


Colonial 


{LORDS} 


Slavory. 


864 


the  most  favourable  omens  with  respect  to 
the  ultimate  settlement  of  this  diflicult 
question.  His  noble  friend  had  referred 
to  a  series  of  laws  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  country,  by  which  the  right  of 
property  in  slaves  had  been  confirmed  to 
those  who  had  the  misfortune — for  so  he 
(the  Earl  of  Ripon)  could  not  but  consider 
it — of  possessing  them,  and  had  urged 
that  fact  as  a  reason  why  the  Legislature 
should  not  withdraw  that  species  of  pro- 
perty from  them  without  giving  full  com- 
pensation. He  would  not  then  enter  into 
the  abstract  question  of  the  right  of  sla- 
very, but  could  not  help  observing,  that 
all  the  feelings  of  our  nature,  and  all  those 
principles  which  must  be  eternally  true, 
declared,  in  fact  recoiled,  against  identify- 
ing a  property  in  lands  or  movables  with 
an  unrestricted  right  of  possession  over  the 
labour,  persons,  and,  if  he  considered  the 
matter  historically,  he  feared  he  might 
add,  the  lives,  of  their  fellow-creatures. 
But  though  the  best  feelings  of  their 
nature  were  opposed  to  the  recognition  of 
such  a  species  of  property,  he  yet  held 
that  as  the  law  of  the  land  had  created  a 
right  of  property  in  negro  slaves — as  the 
State  was  a  party  and  participator  in  its 
existence,  it  would  be  most  unjust  to 
exempt  the  State  from  its  share  of  the 
consequences.  If  the  Legislatures  of 
former  days  had,  acting  as  he  asserted  on 
most  mistaken  principles,  thought  it  fit- 
ting, with  a  view  to  promote  the  commerce 
of  the  country,  that  all  those  natural  feel- 
ings should  be  overlooked,  and  that  an 
Act  should  be  passed  sanctioning  a  right  of 
property  in  slaves,  in  common  justice  the 
State  was  bound  to  share  in  the  expense  of 
amending  the  ill  effects  of  the  enactments 
of  its  own  Legislature.  If,  therefore,  any 
measure  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  should 
come  before  their  Lordships,  it  should  be 
considered  in  reference  to  this  fact  and 
principle — that  a  national  wrong  required 
a  national  remedy — that  is,  that  the 
nation  should  contribute  towards  compen- 
sating for  a  wrong  inflicted  by  its  own 
institutions.  He  had  always  felt,  that 
though  many  most  grievous  and  most 
revolting  instances  of  the  abuse  of  the 
authority  of  one  man  over  another  might 
be  too  easily  cited,  yet  that  it  would  be  an 
act  of  great  injustice  to  visit  upon  a  com- 
munity the  crimes  of  a  few,  or  even  of 
more  than  a  few,  in  getting  rid  of  the 
parent  system  of  all  the  evils.  What  he 
meant  waS|  that  the  abuse  of  the  authority 


was  the  exception,  and  not  the  rvie,  mod 
that,  therefore,  as  the  exiatence  of  slaveiy 
had  a  national  and.  legislative  sanctioa, 
that  the  Legislature  and  the  nation  aboald 
share  in  the  burthens  to  individaaU  of  its 
abolition ;  and  that  the  proprietora  of  slavo. 
as  a  body,  should  not  suffer  for  the  bad  acts 
of  individuals.  If  any  specific  mefiaure fa 
the  abolition  of  slavery  should,  in  tbc 
course  of  the  Session,  cqme  before  biai,  lu 
should  be  prepared  to  show,  in  detail,  that 
the  most  careful  examination  of  circum- 
stances had  led  him  to  the  cooclusioo. 
that  the  time,  the  period — which  no  men 
human  hand  could  have  delayed — was 
arrived,  when  Parliament  must  or  necessity 
deal  with  the  question  with  a  view  to  iti 
final  settlement.  Experience  bad  shown, 
as  in  other  great  questions  which  hid 
in  vain  been  staved  off  to  the  laat  moment 
that  the  question  of  the  total  and  perma- 
nent abolition  of  negro  slavery  bad  been 
blinked  and  delayed,  till  at  length  it  bad 
acquired  a  force  from  continued  comprci- 
sion,  which  rendered  it  impossible  longer 
to  be  trifled  with.  He  should  also  be  pre- 
pared to  show,  that  Ministers  had  brought 
forward  measures  in  reference  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  negro  population  of  our  West- 
India  colonies,  not  with  a  view  to  propiot- 
ing  the  doctrines  or  opinions  of  any  indi- 
vidual or  party,  but  with  a  view  to  the 
safety  of  the  colonies  themselTes,  and  of 
the  interests  of  the  public  at  large.  Tbc 
time  was  arrived  for  legislating  in  thif 
spirit,  and  he  was  sure  the  House  would 
approach  the  discussion  of  a  measure  pur- 
porting to  be  a  final  issue  of  the  subject 
calmly  and  considerately,  and  with  a  de- 
termination to  do  justice  to  all  parties^ 
without  injury  to  the  interest  of  any  cia» 
in  the  empire. 

Lord  SufieUf  in  presenting  a  petition 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  from  Co:k. 
wished  to  take  the  opportunity  of  sayings 
few  words  on  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  Earl.  The  noble  Lord  argoed,  that 
the  British  public,  who  had  so  long  ac- 
quiesced in  tne  robbery  and  murder  which 
had  been  going  on  in  the  colonies,  ongkt 
to  share  in  the  payment  of  the  penalty. 
Provided  that  justice  were  done  to  the 
negro,  the  wrong-doer,  and  those  whs 
acquiesced  in  the  wrong,  they  might  settle 
the  matter  of  compensation  as  they 
pleased.  It  would  be  waste  of  thnt  to 
prove  the  existence  of  the  evils  which  were 
inseparable  from  the  present  sysC^os.  He 
denied  the  existence  of  a  ri|^t  of  property 
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in  iBfts  ;*  it  WM  contrary  lo  r^taon,  ii  was 
ooDtrary  lo  rftlig^ipot  it  was  contmry  to  the 
Uw  qf  MtHre*  Bttt  it  wa«  taid*  that  the 
Aotaof  Parlianueat  wbicb  b«d  been  passed 
upon  this  eubjecti  proved  tbe  rif ht  Qf  tbe 
ownen  of  the  slaves  to  consider  them  as 
Ibair  foode  end  cbaitels.  To  bifo  it 
appaaiad  to  be  quite  the  reverse.  If  tbe 
slaves  were  ectaeUy  the  goods  and  chattels 
of  tbe  pianleis.  they  woytd  not  have  been 
so  interfered  with*  The  negroes  were  aaeo 
-^ibey  had  sottIs-*^tbev  were  respoosiUe 
to  their  Creator,  But  now  could  they  be 
responsible  if  they  were  not  free  agents  ? 
There  was  not  a  slave  whose  soul  wm  not 
as  dear  to  the  Alviffhty,  as  tbe  soul  of 
any  of  their  Lordships.  Reverting  to 
Acts  of  Parliament,  he  maintained  that 
slavery  never  could  be  enacted.  An  Act 
depriving  an  innocent  human  beinp;  of  his 
natural  rights*  wiUiout  any  equivalent, 
would  be  ao  Act  destroy'mg  all  law,  and 
aubvertiiig  all  the  principles  of  juris- 
prudeoce  a  the  ftrst  object  of  which 
abould  be  the  security  of  the  natural 
rights  of  human  beings*  What  did 
Blackslone  say  in  speaking  of  the  absolute 
rights  of  human  bemgs?  '*  By  the  abso- 
lute fighta  of  iodividuala,  we  mean  those 
whieh  are  so  in  their  primary  and  strictest 
i#nse;  audi  as  would  belong  to  their  per* 
eons  merely  in  a  atata  of  nature,  and 
whieh  eyery  nan  ii  entitled  to  enjoy, 
whether  ont  of  society  or  in  it.  Bui 
the  principal  aim  of  society  is  to  protect 
iodividuala  in  tbe  enjoyment  of  those  abso* 
lute  rights,  which  were  vested  in  them  by 
llie  immutable  laws  of  nature ;  but  which 
Gould  not  be  preserved  in  peace  without 
tbiit  mutual  assistance  and  intercourse, 
which  ia  gained  by  the  institution  of 
friendly  and  social  communities.  Hence 
it  follows,  that  tbe  first  and  primary  end 
of  human  laws  is  to  maintain  and  regulate 
these  afaeoluth  rights  of  individuals.  Such 
rights  aa  ara  social  and  relative  result 
from,  and  are  pestetior  to,  tbe  formation 
of  states  and  societies ;  so  that  to  maintain 
and  regulate  these  is  clearly  a  subsequent 
Qoosidamtioo." — ^*  The  absolute  rights  of 
man,  considered  aa  a  free  agent,  endowed 
with  diseerameot  to  know  good  from  evil, 
and  with  power  of  chooaiog  those  measures 
which  appear  to  him  to  be  most  desirable, 
are  uaually  summed  op  in  one  general 
appellatmn  and  denominate  the  natural 
liberty  of  mankind.  This  natural  liberty 
consists  perfectly  in  a  powerof  acting  es  one 
thiaka  fit|  Yitboat  any  xeatiaint  or  control, 


unless  by  the  law  of  nature ;  being  a  right 
inherent  in  us  by  birth,  and  one  of  tbe 
gifts  of  God  to  maq  at  his  creation,  when 
he  endued  him  with  tbe  faculty  of  free- 
will/' In  many  of  the  remarks  which  he 
(Lord  Suffieid)  had  heard  on  this  subject, 
it  was  evident  that  the  speeches  con- 
founded absolute  rights  with  relative  rights; 
the  former  not  being  the  subject  of  law, 
while  the  latter  were.  **  The  rights  of  the 
people  of  England,"  Blackstone  observed, 
*'  may  be  reduced  to  three  principal  or 
primary  articles — the  right  of  personal 
security,  the  right  of  personal  liberty, 
and  the  right  of  private  property."— 
*'  The  right  of  personal  security  consists 
in  a  person's  legal  and  uninterrupted  en- 
joyment of  his  life,  his  limbs,  his  body, 
his  health,  and  his  reputation." — <*  Per^ 
sonal  liberty  consists  in  the  power  of  loco* 
motion,  of  changing  situation,  or  moving 
one's  person  to  whatsoever  place  one's 
own  inclination  may  direct,  without  im- 
prisonment or  restraint,  unless  by  due 
course  of  law."  He  now  came  to  that 
part  of  the  subject  which  related  to  the 
competence  of  Parliament  to  enact  the 
slavery  of  human  beings.  On  this  point. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt  said,  *'  the  au- 
thority of  Parliament  is  derived  from  the 
law,  and  if  Parliament  exceeds  the  law, 
its  acts  are  wrongful  and  cannot  be  justi- 
fied, any  more  than  the  acts  of  private 
persons."  On  that  principle  he  denied 
the  right  of  Parliament  to  enact  slavery 
or  to  continue  it,  and  to  prove  that  this  in- 
ference was  not  erroneous,  he  would  re- 
mind their  Lordships  of  what  Blackstone 
said — "  1  have  formerly  observed,  that  pure 
and  proper  slavery  does  not,  nay,  cannot, 
subsist  in  England ;  such,  I  mean  whereby 
an  absolute  and  unlimited  power  is  given 
to  the  master  over  the  life  and  fortune  of 
the  slave.  And,  indeed,  it  is  repugnant 
to  reason  and  the  principles  of  natural 
law,  that  such  a  state  should  subsist  any- 
where/' It  was  evident,  therefore,  that, 
so  far  from  its  being  law,  the  abolition  of 
natural  rights  would  be  an  act  of  violence. 
And  yet,  in  tbe  colonies,  acts  were  con- 
stantly tolerated,  for  the  commission  of 
which  in  this  country  a  man  would  be 
hanged.  Owners  I  Who  were  so  much 
owners  of  property  in  the  colonies  as  the 
negroes  ?  A  negro  was  the  owner  of  him- 
self. Who  was  most  robbed  in  the  colo* 
nies?  The  negro.  He  was  robbed,  not 
only  of  bis  body  which  was  his  property, 
but  of  the  enmgka  of  hi*  mind.    If  n 
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negro  ran  away  for'  a  couple  of  days  to 
see  his  wife  and  childreoy  on  his  return  he 
was  severely  punished.     He  should  like 
to  see  how  «an  indictment  for  such  an 
offence  would  be  framed  in  this  country. 
The  criminal  must  be  described  as  '*an 
evil-disposed  person,  who  did  take,  steal ,^ 
and  carry  away,  himself,  against  the  peace  of 
our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  his  Crown, 
and    dignity."      Their   Lordships   might 
suppose  that  punishments  for  such  acts 
never  could  occur  in  the  colonies.     His 
answer  was,  that  it  had  occurred.     Mr. 
Jeremie,  who  was  now  in  an  official  em- 
ployment in  the  Mauritius,  stated  that  in 
1815,  a  negro  boy  having  run  away  to  see 
his  mother,  the  boy,  when  caught,  was 
adjudged  to  be  hanged  for  endeavouring 
to  rob  his  master,  and  the  mother  was 
condemned,  for  receiving  and  cherishing 
him,  to  witness  the  punishment,  and  then 
to    suffer    unlimited    imprisonment.      It 
might  be  thought  curious,  that  he  should 
bring  forward  only  one  instance  of  this 
kind;   but  he  was  anxious  to  do  away 
even,  the  possibility  of  such  an  instance 
ever  occurring.     The  question  was,  were 
slaves  goods  ?     At  any  rate,  they  were 
stolen  goods.     He  had  been  asked  the 
other  night  by  a  noble  Lord,  who  stole 
the  horse  ?     His  answer  was,  that  it  did 
not  sigpsify;    for,   the  real  question  was, 
whether  the  horse  had  been  stolen  or  not. 
At  the  same  time  he  perfectly  concurred 
with  the  noble  Lord,  that  those  who  had 
acquiesced    in    and    countenanced     the 
wrong,  should  partake  of   the  penalty. 
With  that  question,  however,  he  did  not 
meddle.     He  advocated  the  right  of  the 
slave  to  be  free.     He  did  not  desire  then 
to  enter  into  any  other  part  of  the  case. 
Abundant  opportunities  would  occur,  if 
the  Bill  should  ever  reach  their  Lordships, 
of  discussing  the  provisions  of  it.     What 
he  had  been  then  using  his  best  endea- 
vours to  show  was — ^which  ought,  however, 
to    be  sufficiently  notorious — that  there 
could  be  no  such  thing  as  one  man  having 
a  property  i n  another.    It  had  been  argued , 
on  the  other  side,  that  because  they  found 
a  man  a  slave,  and  because  he  had  been 
a-  slave  many  years,  that,  therefore,  they 
were  entitled  to  keep  him  in  slavery.     If 
any  one  of  their  Lordships  were  unjustly 
oonfined  in  a  mad-house,  it  might  as  justly 
be  argued  that  because  he  was  found  there, 
and  because  he  had  been  there  for  some 
time,  that  therefore   he  was  a  lunatic. 
8uob  an  argument  hardly  deserved  an 


answer.  He  repeated,  tliat  all  men 
born  with  certain  natural  lightat  thnt 
rights  might  afterwards  be  .modified  lor 
the  general  good ;  bat  no  Le^latnre  had 
a  right  to  impose  slavery  on  human  beings. 
Guilty  persons  might  be  eentenoed  to 
slavery;  bat  that  was  tbe^exoeptma,  not 
the  rale.  No  single  individiial,  if  inao- 
cent,  cOvAd  be  justly  made  a  alaeve  of; 
and  therefore  no  collectioa  of  individaak 
He  looked  upon  a  negro  in  slavevy  as  t 
plundered  man,  plundered  of  fats  noit 
valuable  possession,  and  entitled  lo  resti- 
tution. As  to  the  mode  of  reatitalioo, 
and  as  to  the  way  in  which  the  burthen  of 
restitution  was  to  be  shared,  let  that,  as 
he  had  already  observed,  be  settled  be> 
tween  the  doers  of  the  wvong  aod  those  bj 
whom  the  wrong  had  been  coantenanoed. 
The  Duke  of  WeUmgion,  in  preaentiog  \ 
petition  from  the  planters,  merchaots,  owrt- 
gs^es,  andothers, interested  in  the  pveaervs- 
tionofthe  British  West-India  colooies,  said 
this  petition  was  signed  by  1,960  pecssK 
whocontained  amoogthem  some  of  the  fist 
bankers  in  the  city  of  Londoa.  The  ob- 
ject which  they  had  in  view  in  briagis^ 
the  petition  before  their  Lordships,  wn 
to  draw  their  attention  not  only  to  tiie 
loss  which  they  were  about  to  sastna 
as  individuals,  but  to  the  loss  wladi 
would  be  sustained  by  the  **  great  con^ 
merce*'  of  the  country  in  general.  Wksc 
he  meant  to  say,  was  not  to  indooe  tkir 
Lordships  not  to  pass  the  measore 
which  had  been  brought  forward  by  hii 
Majesty's  Ministers,  but  rather  to  iodocs 
them  to  proceed  slowly,  to  proceed  wiih 
deliberation,  and  above  all,  to  proceed  is 
concert  with  the  Colonial  Legislatvres,  in 
whatever  measures  might  be  adopted  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery.  The  petitiooers 
stated  the  amount  of  the  loss  which  tbet 
themselves  would  sustain  by  the  proposed 
measure  as  well  as  that  which  would  be  sus- 
tained by  the  public  (by  the  public  hemeant 
the  public  treasury),  by  the  effects  of  it  on 
the  "  great  commerce"  of  the  coantiy.  He 
considered  that  the  colonies  were  worth  to 
the  country  not  less  than  12,000,00(M. 
per  annum,  of  which  the  public  received 
in  taxes  not  less  than  5,000,0001.;  the 
proprietors  had  little  more  than2,000,000t 
The  remaining  5,000,000/.  were  disthboied 
between  the  manufacturers  and  shipping 
interest  of  the  country.  There  were 
240,000  tons  of  British  shipping  emploved 
in  this  trade  alone.  Under  soeh  circum- 
stances it  was  the  duty  of  their  Loidahipa^ 
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as  well  as  that  of  the  Goveromenty  to  pro- 
ceed with  caution,  and  to  secare  to  the 
poblio  those  advantages  under  the  new 
system  which  it  now  enjoyed,  and  that 
supremacy  in  commerce  wnich  he  hoped 
no  government  in  England  would  ever  take 
any  step  to  lose.    In  all  other  cases  where 
the  emancipation  of  slaves  had  been  ef- 
fected, it  had  been  so  effected  in  combin- 
ation with  some  amelioration  in  the  state 
of  the  country  where  it  took  place.     In 
that  manner  the  emancipation  of  the  great 
body  of  the  slaves  in  the  United  States 
had  taken  place.    They  had  been  emanci- 
pated because  it  was  discovered  that  it 
was  cheaper  to  employ  free   labourers. 
In  the  present  case  it  was  not  so.    They 
were  now  called  upon  to  force  up6n  the 
colonies  a  measure  of  emancipation,  and 
to  force  it  at  the  expense  of  the  public, 
and  at  the  expense  of  all  the  injury  which 
it  was'  likely  to  do  to  the  West-India  pro- 
prietors.    It  had  been  found  in  the  United 
States  that  the  two  races  of  men  could  not 
live  amicably  together.    From  the   first 
occupation  of   the   West-India  cotonies 
down  to  the  present  time  the  question  of 
slavery  had  always  been   a  question  of 
difficulty  and  danger.     Over  and  over 
again  it  had  been  the  cause  of  insurrec- 
tion.   It  had  caused  more  difficulties  and 
more  evils  than  any  other  question  what- 
ever.   At  this  moment  it  was  not  more 
certain  than  it  was  two  centuries  ago,  that 
the  bhick  man  could  be  brought  to  labour 
without  that  species  of  compulsion  which 
was  practicable  only  when  he  was  in  a 
state  of  slavery.    It  was  still  quite  un- 
certain whether  he  could  be  brought  to 
work  for  hire,  if  liberated,  which  after  all, 
was  the  real  question ;   and,  therefore,  it 
was  necessary  to  be  extremely  cautious  in 
their  proceedings.    It  was  impossible  to 
carry  the  proposed  measure  into  effect, 
without    the    concurrence   of   the  local 
Legislatures.       It     was     impossible     to 
carry  it  into  effect  without  incurring  con- 
siderable expense ;  and  all  these  circum* 
stances  rendered  it  necessary  to  proceed 
slowly,  and  take  time  for  deliberation .    He 
would  earnestly  entreat  their  Lordships 
never  to  lose  sight  of  these  considerations. 
There  was  another  view  of  the  question 
to  which  he  must  direct  the  attention  of 
the  House,  arising  from  the  state  of  so- 
ciety which  existed  in  these  islands.    A 
large  body  of  the  proprietors  lived  in  the 
West-Indies,  in  the  midst  of  their  slaves. 
Those  persons   were  looking  with    the 


greatest  anxiety  at  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  Legislature  on  this  subject;  and  he 
entreated  their  Lordships  to  carry  those 
proprietors  with  them  in  whatever  mea* 
sure  they  might  deem  it  advisable  to 
carry,  not  only  for  the  sake  of  the  parties 
themselves,  but  for  the  sake  of  humanity ; 
for  the  sake  of  those  unfortunate  persons 
for  whose  benefit  they  were  about  to  legis- 
late. If  they  should  neglect  these  pre- 
cautions— if  they  should  leave  out  of  the 
question  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective 
colonies  —  and  the  feelings  of  the  pro- 
prietors — if  they  should  proceed  with  too 
great  haste  and  with  too  little  deliberation, 
and  if  they  should  neglect  to  provide  the 
requisite  compensation  for  the  losses  of 
the  proprietors,  he  dreaded  that  scenes 
would  occur  which  he  should  be  sorry  to 
see,  similar  -to  those  which  had  taken 
place  in  some  of  the  French  colonies.  He 
sincerely  hoped  that  such  scenes  would 
not  happen. 

The  Lard  Chancellor  rose  to  present  a 
varietv  of  petitions  to  the  same  efiect.  He 
woul^  take  that  opportunity  of  observing, 
that  the  noble  Duke  had  begged  the  ques- 
tion again  and  again.  He  would  give  an 
instance,  without  any  sort  of  offence  to  the 
noble  Duke,  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
bad  assumed  facts.  For  example,  the 
noble  Duke  assumed  that  12,000,000/. 
was  the  annual  value  derived  from  the 
West-Indies.  He  did  not  quarrel  with 
that;  it  might  be  right^t  might  be 
wrong;  but  he  would  take  it  as  the  value 
of  produce  derived  from  the  West- 
Indies.  The  noble  Duke  took  it  for 
granted,  that  because  5,000,000/.  was 
paid  in  duties  on  West-India  produce; 
that  it  was  paid  from  the  West  Indies, 
and  paid  by  the  West-India  proprietors. 
It  was  however  most  undeniably  so 
derived;  this  duty  was  paid  on  colonial 
produce ;  but  the  same  sum  would  be  paid 
into  the  revenue  of  this  country,  if  the 
same  duty  were  paid  on  sugar  derived 
from  other  countries,  but  consumed  in 
this  country,  and  paid  for  by  the  consumer. 
It  was  the  consumer  who  paid  the  duty. 
He  would  not  say,  that  the  consumer 
paid  every  farthing,  because  some  part 
of  the  impost  might  be  paid  by  the  pro- 
ducer; that,  however,  would  depend,  in 
a  great  measure,  upon  the  rise  and  fall 
of  the  markets ;  but  the  great  bulk  of  the 
tax  was  paid  by  the  consumer.  As  he 
was  about  to  present  a  variety  of  petitions 
to  the  same  effect  as  that  presented  by  km 
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fioble  friend  opposite,  he  oouU  not  let  the 
opportunity  pass  of  expressing  bis  great 
satisfaction  at  the  calm  and  temperate  and 
liberal  tone  in  which  the  noble  Viscount, 
who  had  presented  the  first  petition,  had 
performed  his  dnty  towards  those  who  had 
intrusted  it  to  him.  He  thought,  that  the 
advice  addresfed  by  the  noble  Viscount  to 
the  Colonial  Legislatures  waa  most  judi- 
cious tov  him  to  give,  and  would  be  most 
beneficial  to  them  to  adopt ;  and  he  also 
agreed  with  the  noble  Duke  in  thinking, 
that  the  more  his  Majesty's  Government 
could  carry  the  Colonial  Legislatures  with 
them  in  the  settlement  of  the  question,  the 
better  it  wonld  be;  but  he  differed  from 
(he  noble  Duke  when  he  maintained,  that 
until  and  unless  the  Colonial  Legislatures 
should  act,  it  was  unfit  for  the  Legislature 
of  this  country  to  proceed.  Siili  less 
could  he  admit,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
the  Government  of  this  country  to  per- 
form its  duty  as  well  towards  the  slave  as 
tlie  free  man^-»as  well  towards  tlie  negro 
as  his  master — as  well  towards  the  colo* 
nies  as  to  the  mother  country ;  and  to  re- 
deem its  pledges  so  often  given.  If 
driven  by  the  inefficient  or  the  deficient 
proceedings  of  the  Colonial  Legislatures, 
he  conceived  that  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment ought  themselves  to  perform  that 
wbiob  was  the  duty  of  both.  He  could 
not  help  thinking  that  no  course  was  more 
likely  to  lead  the  Colonial  Legislatures  to 
the  performance  of  their  duty  than  the 
adoption  of  the  sound  and  temperate 
advice  which  he  knew  they  never  failed  to 
receive  from  the  West- India  proprietory 
in  this  country  t  and  nothing  was  more 
likely  to  induce  them  to  listen  to  that 
advice  than  the  certainty  that  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  adopted  the  same 
views,  and  were  determined  to  see  the 
question  settled  upon  fair  and  just  grounds, 
and  within  a  reasonable  time.  When  he 
said  a  reasonable  time,  he  meant  as 
speedily  as  possible.  Let  their  Lordships 
depend  upon  it  that  the  sending  out  those 
Resolutions,  one  of  which  had  been  hap- 
pily adopted  without  a  division  in  the 
House  of  Commons  last  night,  would  in 
itself  greatly  conduce  to  that  most  de- 
sirable object,  a  speedy  settlement  of  the 
question*  But  as  long  as  the  opponents 
of  that  settlement  fancied  that  they  were 
protected  in  that  House  of  Parliament, 
which  notion  be  trusted  their  Lordships 
would  speedily  prevent  them  from  indulg- 
ingr  ^^  eettlemeot  could  not  be  effect^ 


in  the  moat  satienictorT  va]r — mumaij, 
with  the  concurrence  and  eo-op«rauoa  of 
the  West-India  proprietor!  thotaieJyea, 
The  noble  and  learned  Loni  th^n  pre- 
sented a  petitioti  signed  by  d,99i)  Ibmalcs 
of  3radfQrd,  in  Yorkshire;  ftod  Ibtty* 
three  other  petitions,  for  the  «bolilii»o  of 
slavery. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMON S« 
Tuesday f  June  4,  1833. 

Murorn.]  Fwf&n  ordnsd.  On  Oie  Molkai  of  Ifa.  S««nM 
Rica,  Ml  AcoQwntof  Che  Niimlieror  ftpmv  B«Bfiaf«i 

in  the  Port  of  Loodon  jo  the  ycyr  183:1;  with  Uie  A0ioi»t 
of  their  SaUries,  Pay,  and  Xnowanoo,  md 
BadiMtiQns  maia  rinoa  ISlSs  alao  the  Qnm 
poUflctedinthaiiad  Port  in  18191^  1S3}«  wS 
per  Cent  at  whidi  it  was  coIlecCed. 
Petitioas  presented.    By  Mr.   hmmeB,    ftoni 
againit  Uie  Titiwi  OooMButatfoii  MU. 

Cass  ov  Mr.  Bbamish.]    Sic  Tkammt 
Freemande  presented  a  Petitioii  from  Mr. 
Beamish,  who  had  been  recently  supef« 
annuated  from  the  Navy  Pay-^fiioe.    The 
question  arising  upon  this  petition  was  not 
only  interesting  to  this  iodhriduaJ*  but  to 
the  public  at  large,  on  account  of  ibe 
manner  in  which  £be  superannuated  pen- 
sion list  waa    filled    up*    The    potitian 
stated  that  he  had  been  in  )|is  office  (or  a 
period  of  twenty-seven  year^;  be  wu  ap- 
pointed in  the  year  1805  to  lb«  aitipatioB 
of  a  dark  in  the  Navy  Pay*oflKee.    Duiing 
the  last  ten  yeara  of  bis  service  lie  bad 
been  at  Plymouth,  wbera  be  wea  wJt  the 
head  of  the  third  class  of  clerks.     At  the 
time  be  entered  into  the  public  aervica 
there  was  an  Order  in  Council,  by  wh»ch» 
after  a  service  of  a  certain  nmnlier  of 
years,  he  would  be  entitled  to  a  aakiy  of 
500/.     He  had  9  in  consequence  of  thai 
expectation,  married^  and  he  bad  bioeght 
up  a  family  of  nine  children.     He  found, 
however,    that   the    promotion    ke   had 
expected   had   never  taken  plac9»  end, 
indeed,     notwithstanding    the     rule    of 
senioritv,  others  bad  been  prooioterf  over 
his  head.    In  the  course  of  the  laat  yearp 
a  list  was  sent  down  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  without  any  incapacity  oa 
his  part  he  was  superannuated.    He  com* 
plained  of  the  compulsory  superannuatiooi 
as  he  was  both  able  and  willing  to  perfiim 
all  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  being  so^ 
he  objected  to  thus  being  made  a  pen* 
aioner  on  the  public.    The  pelitiener  hsd 
presented   a  memorial  to  toe  riglU  boo* 
Gentleman,  tlie  Treasurer  of  the  Navy^ 
praying  ibr  restitution  to  hi«  offio^  or  tfail 


373 


Cateof 


{JuvK  4} 


Mr*  BwmUh. 


8f4 


the  grounds  of  bit  superaDnui^tioD  might 
be  lUted — he  had,  in  like  manoer, 
addiessed  other  quarterB,  but  failing  io 
his  objects,  he  had  at  last  been  compelled 
to  appeal  to  that  House  to  take  his  case 
into  their  consideration.  This  was  the 
atatement  in  the  petition  which  he  (Sir 
Thomas  Freemantle)  had  undertaken  to 
present,  not  with  any  view  to  cast  a  cen- 
sure on  the  GovernmeDt,  but  from  a  wish 
to  assist  the  petitioner,  if  his  case  should 
allow  of  the  mterference  of  the  House* 
He  must  say,  tha^  he  should  wish  to  know 
the  grounds  on  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  recommended  the  dismissal  of 
this  petitioner  from  active  employment, 
and  he  eipressed  this  wish  without  the 
slightest  desire  to  interfere  with  the  rights 
of  the  Crown  in  dismissing  any  of  its 
public  servants.  The  petitioner  now 
received  a  pension.  In  his  opinion  there 
ought  to  be  no  pension  granted  but  on  the 
abolition  of  an  office,  or  on  account  of  the 
incapacity  of  an  individual  from  length  of 
service  to  continue  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties*  None  ought  to  be  granted  in  the 
case  of  removal  for  misbehaviour.  The 
petitioner  did  not  come  under  any  one  of 
these  heads.  How  then  stood  the  question 
with  regard  to  the  public  economy  f  The 
salary  of  the  petitioner  before  his  removal 
was  367/.  a-year.  The  individual  who  had 
replaced  him,  then,  possessed  a  salary  of 
140/.  a«year,  making  a  total  of  507/.  The 
petitioner  now  received  a  pension  of  226/. 
a-year,  the  present  possessor  of  his  office 
a  salary  of  300/.  a-year,  and  a  junior  clerk 
a  salary  of  90/.  a-year,  making  together  a 
sum  of  616/.  a^year,  leaving  a  balance  of 
109/.  against  the  country  in  consequence 
of  the  change.  He  was  indebted  to  the 
clearness  of  the  documents  connected 
with  the  offices  under  the  control  of  the 
Admiralty  for  his  ability  to  make  this 
statement ;  and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  that  department  was 
now  present,  he  should  have  his  (Sir 
Thomas  Freemantle's)  best  thanks  for  the 
perspicuity  of  these  official  papers.  The 
clerks  in  the  Navy  Pay-office  had  io 
number  amounted  to  seventy-seven  last 
year.  From  that  number  twenty-five 
were  to  be  deducted  as  transferred  to  the 
Admiralty,  which  left  fifty-two  for  the 
duties  of  the  Navy- Pay-office.  The 
number  in  the  present  year  appeared  to  be 
only  forty-six,  but  six  of  the  seirfor  clerks 
were  put  upon  the  superannuation  list, 
and  sia  of  the  junior  dass  were  promoted 


in  their  steady  so  that  there  might  be  said 
to  be  twelve  non-efficients  added  to  the 
number,  making  the  whole  number  fifty* 
eight,  instead  of  fifty-two.  The  dif&renee, 
therefore,  especially  remembering  that 
there  were  six  new  appointments  to  fill 
up  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  promotion 
of  the  six  inferior  clerks,  was  decidedly 
against  the  public.  In  the  7tb  page  ot 
the  Estimate  the  expense  of  the  last  vear 
was  stated  at  21,200/.,  from  which,  if  the 
salary  of  the  twenty-five  clerks  transferred 
to  the  Admiralty  were  deducted,  the 
amount  would  remain  16|080/.  In  the 
Estimates  of  the  present  year,  the  expense 
of  the  present  year  was  statea  at  13,810/., 
but  to  this  was  to  be  added  a  charge  for 
the  non-efifectives  of  1,829/.,  and  for  the 
six  newly-appointed  clerks  of  1,830/., 
making  altogether  an  annual  expenditure 
of  17,469/t,  a  sum  exceeding  the  expense 
of  last  year.  These  were  the  observations 
he  had  been  led  to  make  from  the  perusal 
of  this  petition.  If  the  explanation  offered 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should  be 
satisfactory,  there  would  be  an  end  to  the 
matter;  if  not,  the  House  would,  no 
doubt,  allow  him  to  take  the  course 
which  he  might  under  the  circumstances 
think  fit. 

Mr.  Poulett  Thomson  could  but  praias 
the  temperate  tone  and  manner  in  which 
the  hon.  Baronet  bad  brought  forward  this 
question;  but  complained  of  his  having 
introduced  the  subject  of  the  Navy 
Estimates,  on  which,  of  coursei  be  (Mr. 
Poulett  Thomson)  was  not  prepared 
without  notice  to  give  any  answer.  He 
should  confioe  himself  in  his  remarks  to 
the  case  of  Mr,  Beamish.  It  was  not  the 
least  painful  part  of  the  task  of  a  public 
man,  to  have  to  reconcile  the  conflicting 
duty  of  obedience  to  the  public  call  for 
retrenchment,  with  that  of  a  perfect  atten« 
tion  to  the  feelings  and  comforts  of 
individuals.  It  was  perfectly  true,  that 
by  the  Order  in  Council  of  1822,  tho 
petitioner  had  been  deprived  of  his  promo* 
tion ;  but  that  was  a  public  Order,  from 
which  he  was  only  a  suflerer  in  common 
with  others.  The  petitioner  asserted,  thai 
on  public  grounos  of  economy,  and  on 
those  of  possessing  capacity,  seal,  and 
ability,  to  labour,  be  ought  to  have 
been  continued  in  office,  and  ought  to 
have  been  promoted.  The  House 
should  see  how  that  question  stood.  The 
Treasurer  of  the  Navy  was  a  person  to 
whom  large  sums  of  money  were  iotru stedg 
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and  who  was  responsible  for  the  disposal 
of  them  by  those  under  his  directions. 
The  petitioner  had  never  come  under  his 
(Mr.  P.  Thomson's)  observation,  as  he 
belonged  to  the  department  at  Plymouth, 
so  that  he  could  have  had  no  personal 
feeling  in  his  removal,  which  was  to  be 
justified  upon  economical  as  well  as  upon 
general  grounds.  The  actual  saving  by 
retrenchment  in  the  department  to  which 
Mr.  Beamish  belonged,  had  amounted  to 
404/.,  and  his  retirement  was  the  only  one 
made  in  which  it  had  been  necessary  to 
use  compulsion.  There  were  five  clerks 
at  Plymouth,  which  cost  1,940/.  Subse- 
quently to  the  change,  and  without  super- 
annuations, the  expense  was  reduced  to 
1,386/. :  to  this  sum  were,  however,  to  be 
added  the  superannuations,  so  that,  the 
saving  was  not  quite  so  great  as  it  appeared 
by  those  figures.  He  was  sorry  to  be 
obliged  to  state  anything  against  the 
petitioner,  but  from  the  records  in  his 
office,  and  his  own  knowledge,  he  could 
say  that  Mr.  Beamish,  for  personal  reasons, 
could  not  have  been  retained  with  justice 
to  the  public  service.  He  did  not  mean 
to  impeach  the  petitioner's  integrity — that 
was  quite  unimpeachable,  but  the  minutes 
of  the  office  showed  that  he  had  an  in- 
firmity of  temper,  accompanied  by  bodily 
infirmity  also,  which  rendered  him  incapa- 
ble of  properly  fulfilling  his  duties.  Some 
of  the  allegations  of  the  petition  were  tfo 
utterly  void  of  foundation,  that  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  they  were  made  in 
total  ignorance  of  the  fact.  The  indivi- 
dual complained  of  as  having  been  ap- 
pointed a  clerk  at  90/.  a-year  after  the 
dismissal  of  Mr.  Beamish,  had  already 
served  for  two  years  as  an  extra  clerk,  and 
was  in  every  way  unobjectionable ;  that 
appointment  also  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Beamish.  On  the 
ground  of  economy,  therefore,  as  well  as 
in  consideration  of  the  public  service,  he 
should  have  been  guilty  had  he  not  pro- 
ceeded as  he  had  done  m  the  case  of  the 
petitioner. 

Colonel  Davies  fully  acquitted  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  of  any  personal  motive, 
io  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Beamish,  but 
thought  it  a  case  of  considerable  hardship. 
He  had  been  requested  to  support  the 
petition,  but  did  not  see  in  what  way  a 
remedy  could  be  applied. 

Sir  Creor^e  Qrey  bore  testimony  to  the 
excellent  private  character  of  Mr.  Beamish, 
wko  was  one  of  bis  constitueDts,    For  a 


great  many  years,  he  had  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  situation,  with  satisfaction  to 
the  head  of  the  department,  and  with  ad- 
vantage to  the  public. 

Sir  Edumrd  KnatchbuU  thought  that  ihf 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to  have  been 
able  to  state  some  misconduct  on  the  pan 
of  the  petitioner,  as  a  reason  for  his  dis- 
missal, after  a  service  of  twenty-seves 
years. 

Mr.  Hume  was  ready  to  support  the 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  T.  Freemantle)  in  a  Mo* 
tion  for  a  Committee  to  inqaire  into  the 
case,  if  he  would  bring  the  questloo  for- 
ward in  that  shape.  It  was  quite  clear, 
that  whenever  the'  head  of  a  department 
wished  to  remove  one  of  the  sobordinaies> 
nothing  was  more  easy  than  to  find  a  rea- 
son for  it.  In  his  (Mr.  Hume's)  judgmeot, 
no  man  could  jusUy  say  that  Mr.  Beamisk 
was  unfit  for  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
or  for  any  new  ones  of  the  same  kind  whick 
might  be  imposed  upon  him,  and  which  be 
was  ready  to  undertake,  without  the  ap- 
pointment of  any  new  clerk,  at  90/.  a-year. 
As  it  was,  he  was  dismissed  at  once :  and, 
after  long  service,  deprived  of  every  chance 
of  promotion.  The  case  was  well  worthy 
of  further  investigation. 

Sir  Thomas  Freeman/Zebelieved  that  that 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  imposed 
upon,  and  did  not  well  know  what  be  wu 
about  when  he  dismissed  the  petitioner, 
whose  case  was  one,  not  merely  of  severitj, 
but  In  his  view,  of  positive  injustice.  At 
the  same  time  he  imputed  no  blame  to  ibe 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  beyond  allowing 
himself  to  be  ruled  too  much  by  the  repre- 
sentations of  others.  He  would  contend, 
in  spite  of  the  explanation  given  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  that' the 
case  was  one  of  great  nardship,  and  it 
would  be  with  him  matter  of  very  serioos 
consideration  whether  or  not  be  should 
submit  to  the  House  ulterior  measures  ot 
the  subject. 

The  Petition  was  laid  upon  the  Table. 

Foreign  Policy.]  LotA  Ebrington  : 
Seeing  my  noble  friend,  the  Secretary  ci 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  his  place,  I 
wish  to  put  a  question  to  him  relative  to  an 
occurrence  in  another  place.  The  question 
which  I  desire  to  put  is  this : — Does  there 
exist  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment any  intention  to  alter  the  course  of 
policy  to  be  pursued  with  respect  to  the 
relations  subsisting  between  this  country 

and  Portugal  ?    I  am  aware  that  a  Motioci 
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upon  this  subject  will  regularly  be  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House  by 
an  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  on  the  other 
side,  by  means  of  a  Motion,  of  which  he 
gave  notice  yesterday ;  but  I,  nevertheless, 
think  it  essential  that  the  House  should  be 
put  in  possession  of  the  intentions  of  his 
Majesty's  Government,  and  should  receive 
from  my  noble  friend  an  assurance  on  the 
subject.  I  am  anxious  to  receive  from  my 
noble  friend  an  assurance  that  no  steps 
elsewhere  taken  will  have  the  effect  of  in- 
fluencing the  policy  of  Ministers,  until  this 
House  has  had  an  opportunity  of  declar- 
ing its  opinion  upon  a  question  regarding 
which  it  is  as  well  entitled  to  express  an 
opinion  as  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature. I  repeat,  that  this  House  has  as 
good  a  right  as  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment to  express  an  opinion  upon  the 
foreign  policy  of  this  country ;  and  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe,  that  when  that 
opinion  comes  to  be  expressed,  it  will  be 
found  diametrically  opposite  to  that  of 
which  we  have  heard  in  another  quarter ; 
and  that  not  only  does  a  majority  of  this 
House  think  so,  but  likewise  a  vast  ma- 
jority of  the  people  who  sent  us  here  as 
Representatives.  I  consider  it,  therefore, 
essential  that  we  should  receive  from  my 
noble  friend  an  assurance  that  there  will 
be  no  change  in  our  policy  until  this  House 
has  had  an  opportunity  of  declaring  iu 
sentiments.  Not  only  does  a  difference 
exist  between  this  House  and  another  body 
on  the  question  of  foreign  policy,  but  I  am 
persuaded  also,  that  differences  exist  upon 
several  other  questions  of  great  magnitude 
and  importance,  involving  the  highest  in- 
terests of  the  country ;  and  that  on  this 
as  .well  as  on  other  questions,  I  entertain 
no  doubt  that  we  are  sustained  by  a  vast 
majority  of  the  people  of  England. 

Viscount  Palmer ston :  During  the  period 
that  we  have  had  the  honour  to  advise  the 
Crown,  we  have  with  respect  to  Por- 
tugal, as  with  respect  to  all  other  matters 
of  foreign  and  domestic  policy,  pursued 
that  course  which  we  thought  most  con- 
ducive to  the  interests  of  the  country,  and 
the  dignity  and  honour  of  the  Crown ;  and 
80  long  as  we  have  the  honour  of  perform- 
ing the  task  of  advising  the  Crown,  we 
will  not  depart  or  swerve  in  the  slightest 
degree  from  those  principles  which  have 
hitherto  governed  our  conduct. 

Chika  TRAnE.]  Sir  George  Staunton 
said,  in  bringing  forward  a  question  of 


this  nature,  he  laboured  under  the  disad- 
vantage of  his  Resolutions  having  been  so 
long  before  Parliament,  without  his  having 
had  an  opportunity  of  stating  the  grounds 
upon  which  they  rested.  He  considered, 
however,  that  he  was  doing  far  better  by 
bringing  them  forward  at  the  present  time, 
whilst  the  question  was  as  yet  sub  judice 
between  the  East-Indian  Directors  and  the 
Government,  than  if  he  brought  them 
forward  when  the  Government  plan  was 
finally  arranged.  The  importance  of  the 
subject  was  evident  by  tne  fact  that  the 
private  trade  to  China  was  fast  increasing. 
There  were  now  residing  at  Canton  142 
British  residents,  and  the  private  trade 
amounted  to  25,000,000  dollars  in  the  year, 
while  that  of  the  company  was  only 
12,000,000  dollars.  Last  year  there  were 
thirty-seven  vessels  lying  at  one  time  at 
Linton,  a  small  island  on  the  coast,  engaged 
in  carrying  on  unmolested  a  contraband 
trade.  That  was  a  state  of  things  not 
contemplated  in  1813,  and 'showed,  that  it 
was  no  longer  a  question  whether  the  com- 
pany should  continue  to  have  the  monopoly 
of  the  trade.  He  felt  satisfied,  therefore, 
that  a  revision  of  our  commercial  arrange- 
ments with  that  country  ought  to  take 
place.  It  could  not  be  expected,  that  these 
conflicting  parties  would  long  live  in 
harmony,  nor  could  it  be  expected  that 
either  of  them  should  be  able  to  inspire 
the  local  authorities  in  China  with  respect, 
unless  some  higher  power — ^some  public 
representative  were  sent  there  to  control 
both  parties. — The  hon.  Member  proceeded 
to  read  extracts  from  several  documents, 
and  to  comment  upon  them  in  support  of 
this  view ;  when,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Sheriff  Hurophery,  the  House  was  counted, 
and  forty  Members  not  being  present,  the 
House  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF   LORDS,   • 
Wednesday^  June  5,  1 833. 

MiivuTM.]  PeCltkMM  pretented.  By  ttie  Duke  of  Somii- 
■rr,  fttrni  LWcrpool,  Ibr  ttie  Remoral  of  the  Clril  Dfav- 
Ulitiei  of  Uie  Jewi.~By  ttie  Earl  of  Kuritooi.,  ftom  tiie 
diflbicnt  Corpontiont  oT  Perth*  te  m  AlteiattM  ia  tht 
BmknipUj  Lam.— By  Uvd  WHAiwcum,  tnm 
Padiham,  fat  the  Repeal  or  ModiSoatkMi  of  the  Sale  of 
Beer  Actt  and  from  LiTcrpool,  flbr Fbot  Lbvi  to  Inbad. 

HOUSE    OF  COMMONS, 
Wednesday 9  June  5,  1833. 

M moTU.]  PMilloiis  picMBtod.  By  Sir  Robsct  Pkaitk- 
uiWD,  from  Think,  for  the  Reducttoa  of  the  Dvty  an 
Exdse  UcBOtm.— By  Dr.  BAunrtn,  ftom  Cork,  tat  a 
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-Repeal  of  the  LcyldstlTe  Unloii.— By  Sir  Rosibt  tirouB. 
ham.  the  ArdMicMon  and  Ckergf  of  Bith,  asaimk  th« 
Iridi  Church  TemporaUttoB  BUL^By  CokmA  Cowolly, 
from  Donagh ;  and  Mr.  J.  Scott,  fh>m  Alton,  for  a  Law 
to  enaare  the  Better  Otnervaiiee  of  Che  LonTii  Uay^^-By 
Star  J.  DAi.ftTMPJ.K,  ftom  Bdinbuiyb.  for  aa  addlttonal 
Duty  on  Spirits ;  and  tnm  the  laroe  Phwe,  for  an  Inquiry 
into  the  Manner  of  Forwarding  the  Mails  between  London, 
Bristol,  Edinburgh,  Manchester.  AccBy  Mr.  HnuRT 
CuaTBia,  tram  the  Ueeosed  Victuallers  of  Battle,  for 
Relief  from  the  House  and  Window  Tax:  and  Aram  the 
Uottarian  Dissenters  of  the  same  Place,  for  Relief  from 
their  GrievancesL— By  Mr.  T.  OukoaTONa,  from  the  In- 
habitaota  of  Portarlington,  for  the  Privilege  of  Eleetiqg 
their  own  Local  and  Municipal  Offloen.— By  Mr.  R. 
BiDDULPB,  firom  Hereford,  fbr  a  Repeal  of  the  Taxes  on 
Kiio«ledge.^By  Mr.  Sanpobd,  from  several  Towns  In 
Somersetshire,  agahist  the  General  RiigUter  of  Deeds 
Bill.— By  Mr.  Gthuos,  from  Linlithgow  and  Inverary, 
for  Alteratioos  id  the  Royal  Burgh  (Scotland)  Bill.-^y 
Mr.  Gaunf ,  Dr.  Baujihit,  and  Mr.  Hbbbsrt  CvBTsia, 
from  several  Places,— against  Slavery. — ^By  Mr.  Sawvoro, 
Mr.  KcMTB  Tyntb,  and  Mr.  J.  Scorr,  from  several 
PhMB,— Bgaintt  the  Sale  of  Beer  Aet. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS, 
Thursday,  June  6,  1833. 

Mrnvrea.!  PetHtona  preaenftad.  By  Lord  Lvmnoir, 
from  a  Number  of  Places,  for  the  Bctlar  Obseifauce  of 
the  Lord's  Day.— By  the  Earl  of  Srrbwsbdby,  ftom  two 
Plaees,  for  Vote  hf  Ballot.— By  the  Eail  of  Smrbwb- 
ftuar,  Loid  SurvMLS,  and  tlw  Karl  of  Ronnar,  ham 
a  Number  of  Placet,— i^alnst  Skvery..— By  the  Earl  of 
RoaBBBRV,  ftom  Stirling,  against  the  Bankruptcy  Law 
(SeoCland)'BilL — ^By  ttieSarl  of  Limsrick,  from  Llmeridc, 
for  RelleviQg  NotOuriag  ChrlatlaiM  ftom  the  Bairn  and 
Penalties  to  whkh  they  axe  now  UaUe  fkom  H#M»Hpii^  to 
take  Oaths. 

AvswER  TO  THE  Address.]  The 
Murquess  WellesUy,  as  Lord  Steward  of 
the  Household,  stated  that  he  had  been 
commanded  to  deliver  his  Majesty's 
Answer  to  the  Address  agreed  to  in  their 
Lordships*  House  on  tlie  3rd  of  June. 
The  Answer  was  as  follows  : — 

*'  I  have  already  taken  all  such  measures 
as  appeared  to  me  to  be  necessary  for 
maintaining  the  neutrality  which  1  had 
determined  to  observe  in  the  contest  now 
carrying  on  in  Portugal." 

Irish  Church  TemporalitierBill.] 
The  Bishop  of  Exeter :  I  have  to  present  to 
your  Lordships  a  petition  from  the  clergy 
of  the  archdeaconry  of  Barnstaple,  in  the 
diocese  of  Exeter,  against  certain  mea- 
sures which  they  understand  are  likely  to 
be  brought  to  the  consideration  of  this 
House — measures,  my  Lords,  deeply 
afrectinfi;the  temporal  and  spiritual  interests 
of  the  United  Church  of  England  and  Ire- 
land, in  Ireland.  My  Lords,  I  have  plea- 
sure in  saying,  that  these  petitioners  ex- 
press themselves  as  **  most  ready  to  concur 
in  any  tneasures  for  the  regulation  and 
improtremeat  of  the  United  Church,  whh:h 


shall  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  intemts 
of  true  religion,  and  the  spiritual  welfare 
of  the  community."  In  this  sentimeot 
there  is  not,  I  verily  believe,  a  single  body 
of  clergy  in  the  whole  kingdom,  who 
would  not  cordially  and  anxiously  concur. 
And  what  [  say  of  the  clergy  in  genera),  I 
may  say  with  the  fullest  confidence  of  tb« 
Bishops  in  particular.  There  is  not  one  of 
us,  my  Lords,  who  does  not  regard  the  tem- 
poral possessions  of  the  Church  as  a  means 
which  we  should  rejoice  to  see  made  as 
efficient  as  possible  for  the  real  and  proper 
end  for  which  those  possessions  are  helci— 
I  mean,  my  Lords,  the  spiritual  tnstruciioQ 
of  the  people,  and  the  advancement  of  the 
cause  of  true  religion — of  true  religion,  1 
say — and  I  am  sure  I  need  not  contend 
before  your  Lordships  that  it  is  true  reli- 
gion only  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State 
to  countenance  and  protect.  And  hen, 
my  Lords,  I  would  conclude,  were  it  not 
for  one  important  consideration  Insisted 
on  by  the  petitioners,  to  which  I  beg  leave 
more  particularly  to  invite  your  Lordsfaios' 
attention.  I  mean  the  tendency  of  the 
measures  against  which  they  petition,  to 
contravene  some  parts  of  the  solemo 
obligation  undertaken  by  his  Majesty  at 
his  coronation.  The  petitioners  hnmblv 
represent  to  your  Lordships,  **  that  hs 
Majesty,  in  a  solemn  and  public  compact, 
has  swora  before  his  people,  not  only  to 
preserve  unto  the  bishops  and  clergy  of 
this  realm  all  such  rights  and  privileges  as 
by  law  do  or  shall  appertain  to  them,  or 
any  of  them ;  but  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power  to  maintain  the  laws  of  God,  the 
true  profession  of  the  Gospel,  and  the 
Protestant  reformed  religion,  as  established 
by  law.*'  The  petitioners  further  say, 
that  they  are  convinced  your  Lordships 
"  will  never  deliberately  sanction  any 
measures  which  would  be  found  at 
variance  with  so  sacred  an  engagement  ;** 
but  they  entreat  your  Lordships  to  consider 
whether  some  of  the  proposed  measures 
"  will  not  be  found  in  their  results  to  be 
fatally  injurious  to  the  security  of  the  Pro- 
testant faith,  which  his  Majesty  b  so 
solemnly  bound  to  uphold,**  My  Lords, 
I  feel  it  my  duty  to  aadress  to  yoor  Lord- 
ships a  few  words  more  on  the  Coronation 
Oath,  in  consequence  of  what  has  been 
reported,  probably  very  incorrectly  re- 
ported, to  have  been  said  in  another  place 
on  this  subject.  My  Lords,  it  has  there 
been  said,  that  the  application  of  thii 
i  oath,  its  bearing  on  any  piuticalar  measuiv 
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wbich  may  be  proposed^  must  be  left  to 
the  conscience  of  the  King.  My  Lords,  if 
by  this  it  be  only  meant,  that  the  solution 
of  such  a  question  must  be  so  left  to  the 
conscience  of  the  King,  that  no  advice  of 
any  of  his  councillors,  no  advice  of  any  of 
his  councils — no,  my  Lords,  not  even  ofthe 
greatest  of  his  councils,  the  great  council 
of  the  nation  assembled  in  Parliament — 
ought  to  weigh  with  him  against  the  deci- 
sion of  his  own  conscience  in  a  matter  of 
so  great  and  awful  personal  responsibility, 
I  most  heartily  subscribe  to  the  position. 
But  if  it  be  intended,  that  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Coronation  Oath  is  so  merely 
and  e&clusively  a  matter  for  the  King^ 
consideration,  that  Parliament  has  not  the 
right,  ay,  my  Lords,  and  is  not  bound  in 
duty  to  take  cognizance  of  that  oath,  and 
to  consider  most  seriously  whether  any 
measure  proposed  for  its  adoption  be  of  a 
tendency  contrary  to  it ;  then,  my  Lords, 
1  most  respectfully,  but  firmly,  controvert 
the  position,  as  most  pernicious,  as  most 
unfounded,  as  most  unconstitutional,  as 
little  short  of  treason  to  the  Constitution. 
My  Lords,  I  need  not  remind  your  Lord- 
ships, that  King  James  the  Second  was 
driven  from  the  throne  for  violating  the 
original  compact  between  King  and  people. 
In  the  conference  between  the  two  Houses 
on  that  occasion,  Mr.  Somers,  labouring 
to  convince  the  majority  of  your  Lordships' 
ancestors,  who  had  at  first  refused  to  con- 
cur in  the  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  the  Throne  was  vacant  in  consequence 
of  the  violation  of  that  compact — Mr. 
Somers,  my  Lords,  triumphantly  urged 
that  the  King  '*  had  renounced  to  be  such 
a  King  as  he  swore  to  beat  his  coronation, 
such  a  King  to  whom  the  allegiance  ofthe 
people  is  due.'*  My  Lords,  after  this,  who 
will  be  bold  enough  to  contend,  that  the 
agreement  or  disagreement  of  any  pro- 
posed measure  with  the  obligations  of  the 
Coronation  Oath,  is  not  a  fit,  ay,  a  most 
fit  and  most  important  matter  for  the 
deliberation  of  Parliament?.  My  Lords, 
there  cannot  be  a  stronger  reason  for 
rejecting  any  measure,  than  that  it  is  con* 
trary  to  the  Coronation  Oath  ;  for  if  it  be, 
it  is  the  first  and  most  obvious  duty  of 
Parliament,  aa  the  council  of  the  King,  to 
refuse  to  place  the  Sovereign  in  a  situation 
to  painful  as  to  be  bound  to  reject  a  mea- 
sure recommended  to  him  by  the  authority 
of  Parliament,  because  it  is  contrary  to 
the  solemn  engagements  which  he  con* 
tracted  before  Ood,  and  which  he  invoked 


God  to  witness  and  to  sanction.  My 
Lords,  whether  the  particular  measures 
understood  by  these  petitioners  to  be 
likely  soon  to  be  submitted  to  your  Lord- 
ships' consideration  be  indeed  at  variance 
with  our  Sovereign's  oath,  it  would  be  pre- 
mature at  present  to  discuss.  But  it  is  my 
duty  to  the  petitioners  to  contend,  that 
it  is  not  premature  for  them  to  address 
your  Lordships  on  this  subject,  and  to 
entreat  and  implore  you  to  reject  any  bill 
which  they  may  conceive  to  be  inconsistent 
with  those  obligations  which  his  Majesty 
has  bound  himself  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  to  observe.  My  Lords,  there  is 
one  clause  of  the  Coronation  Oath  which  I 
am  anxious  most  especially  to  press  on 
your  Lordships'  attention,  because  it  is 
not  commonly  regarded  —it  is  not  Indeed 
commonly  known — for  it  forms  no  part  of 
the  oath  as  prescribed  by  the  Statute  of 
William,  but  was  imposed  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne,  by  the  Act  of  Union  of  Eng- 
land  and  Scotland.  My  Lords,  that 
additional  clause  has  a  most  important 
bearing,  and  deserves  your  Lordships' 
most  oeliberate  attention.  The  King,  in 
taking  his  Coronation  Oath  was  asked : 
"  Will  you,  to  the  utmost  of  your  power, 
maintain  the  laws  of  God,  the  true  pro- 
fession of  the  Gospel,  and  the  Protestant 
reformed  religion,  established  by  law?" 
This,  my  Lords,  I  need  not  state  is  part 
of  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Act  of 
William  and  Mary;  the  following  clause 
is  imposed  by  the  Statute  of  Anne: — 
*'  And  will  you  maintain  and  preserve 
inviolably  the  settlement  of  the  United 
Church  of  £ng]and  and  Ireland,  and  the 
doctrine,  worship,  discipline,  and  govern- 
ment thereof,  as  by  law  established  within 
England  and  Ireland,  and  the  territories 
thereunto  belonging?"  This  clause,  I 
repeat,  was  subsequently  inserted  by  the 
Act  of  Union  with  Scotland;  and  your 
Lordships  will  not  fail  to  remark  the  strong 
addition  si  force  given  to  the  obligation  by 
his  Majesty's  being  called  upon  to  swear, 
that  he  *'  will  maintain  and  preserve 
inviolably  the  settlement  of  the  church/* 
The  oath  concludes  with  the  important 
words  prescribed  by  the  Act  of  William, 
that  his  Majesty  *<  will  preserve  unto  the 
bishops  and  clergy  of  England  and  Ireland^ 
and  to  the  Churches  there  committed  t6 
their  charge,  all  such  rights  and  privi- 
leges as  by  law  do  or  shall  appertain  to 
them,  or  any  of  them."  My  fx>rds,  t 
need  not  enlarge  on  the  solemn  occation 
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oa  which  this  oatli  was  taken.  It  was 
taken  in  the  House  of  God,  in  the  presence 
of  the  states  of  the  realm,  with  ceremonies 
the  most  awful.  His  Majesty  then  en- 
tered into  compact  with  his  people ;  he 
made  a  solemn  vow  to  God ;  he  gave  a 
sworn  promise  to  the  bishops  and  clergy  ; 
and,. to  add  to  the  impressive  effect  upon 
the  royal  mind,  and  to  testify  most 
strongly  the  seriousness  with  which  the 
obligation  was  undertaken,  his  Majesty 
descended  from  his  chair  of  state,  knelt  at 
the  altar  of  Grod,  and  there  received  the 
sacrament  of  the  body  and  blood  of  his 
crucified  Redeemer.  Now,  my  Lords,  let 
us  suppose  that,  immediately  after  the 
Sovereign  had  retired  from  this  most 
solemn  service  to  his  closet,  some  minister 
had  entered  that  closet,  with  a  bill  which 
not  only  violated  in  the  most  important 
instances  the  rights  of  that  property  of  the 
clergy,  which  the  King  had  just  sworn  to 

E reserve,  by  imposing  on  .tbem  alone  a 
eavy  tax  to  meet  a  charge  which  by  the 
common  law,  by  the  statute  law,  by  the 
uninterrupted  and  unquestioned  usage  of 
centuries,  belonged  to  the  proprietors  of 
lands — by  destroying  the  tenure  of  the 
lands  of  the  Bishops,  and  degrading  them 
from  the  rank  of  proprietors  to  that  of 
holders  of  rent-charges  on  those  very  lands 
now  made  to  be  the  property  of  others — 
by  even  confiscating  part  of  the  posses- 
sions of  *the  Bishops,  and  alienating  them 
to  any  uses,  spintual  or  temporal,  civil 
or  military,  Protestant  or  Papist,  which 
the  Parliament  should  appoint.  Let  us 
suppose  that  this  Bill  not  only  thus 
violated  the  temporal  rights  of  the 
Church,  but  even  assailed  its  spiritual 
interests,  by  interfering  with  a  most  im- 
portant part  of  episcopal  superintendence 
over  the  churches — by  suspending  for 
an  indefinite  period,  at  the  will  of  a 
Commission,  consisting  mainly  of  law- 
yers, the  appointment  of  proper  pastors 
to  divers  parishes  in  Ireland — by  even 
suppressing  half  the  hierarchy — let  us,  I 
say,  suppose,  at  such  a  moment  as  I  have 
described  anv  minister  of  the  Crown  enter- 
ing the  royal  closet  with  such  a  bill,  and 
advising  his  Majesty  to  give  it  his  assent, 
and  thus  to  make  it  his  own  act.  What, 
my  Lords,  muBt  have  been  the  answer  of 
his  Majesty?  Ay,  and  what  must  have 
been  the  feelings*  of  the  people  at  seeing 
the  conscience  of  their  Sovereign  so  dealt 
with?  My  Lords,  whatever  must  have 
been  that  answer,  whatever  must  have 


been  those  feelings  then,  the  same  oiiglit 
to  be  that  answer,  the  same  ougiit  to  be 
those  feelings,  whenever,  if  indeed  ever, 
such  a  bill  shall  be  tendered  to  his  BAajesty 
for  his  assent. 

Earl  Grey  said  that,  however  much  he 
might  be  inclined  to  offev  some  remarks 
upon    the  topics  which   had    been,    be 
thought,  not  very  regularly  introdaced  to 
their  Lordships'  notice,  he  felt  that  tiiis 
was  not  the  time  for  debating  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Bill  now  in  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  and  which,  he  trusted  when  be- 
fore their  Lordships  he  should  be  able  to 
show  was  of  a  verv  difierent  character  from 
that  attributed  to  it  by  the  right  rev.  Prelate. 
Of  the  views  and  objects  with  which  the 
right  rev.  Prelate  had  upon  this  occasion 
thought  proper  to  address  their  Lordships 
in  such  a  tone  it  was  not  for  him  to  judge. 
But  he  must  be  permitted  to   say  that, 
whatever  might  have  been  intended  by  the 
right  rev.  Prelate,  what  he  had  done  and 
said  upon  that  occasion,  could  by  possi- 
bility answer  no  good  end.    What  he  bad 
understood  from  the  right  rev.  Prelate  in 
the  first  part  of  his  speech  was,  that  ail  be 
meant  to  contend  for  was,  that  Parliameot 
was  bound  to  consider,  in  any  measare  that 
might  come  before  it,  the  obligations  which 
his  Majesty  had  contracted  by  his  Corona- 
tion Oath.     To  this  proposition  be  entirely 
assented.    Undoubtedly  it  was  the  duty  of 
Parliament  to  consider  every  measure  in 
all  its  bearings,  and  there  was  no  bearioc: 
of  any  measure  which  could  be  moce  im- 
portant than  that  to  which  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  had  alluded.      He  had   upon  a 
former  occasion  explained  to  their  Lord- 
ships his  construction  of  the  obligations  of 
the  Coronation  Oath  ;  and  the  speech  of 
the  right  rev.  Prelate  supposed  the  case  of 
his  Majesty, being  induced  by  some  adviser, 
to  violate  the  solemn  engagements  he  had 
contracted  with  his  people  to  protect  and 
maintain  the  Church.     He  would  only  say 
upon  this  occasion  that,  as  there  was  not 
a  man  in  existence  more  conscientiously 
and  actively  alive  to  the  welfare  of  his 
people,  and  of  the  Protestant  Church,  to 
which  he  knew  them  to  be  attached,  than 
the  Sovereign  now  upon  the  Throne^  so  tlie 
right  rev.  Prelate  must  give  bun  leave  to 
say  that  there  were  not  in  that  House,  or 
elsewhere,  any  men  living  who  had  more 
at  heart  the  true  interests  of  the  Church 
and  of  the  people,  than  those  who  at  the 
present  moment  were  in  the  situatioalo  be 
called  upon  to  give  advice  to  that  Sovereign 
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upon  tbe  subject  in  question.  He  did  not 
like  making  professions ;  but,  when  such 
insinuations  were  cast  out  by  the  right  rev. 
Prelate,  he  must  be  allowed  to  teli  the 
right  rev.  Prelate,  whatever  he  might  pro- 
fess, that  the  right  rev.  Prelate  had  not  a 
more  sincere  attachment  to  the  Protestant 
religion  than  was  felt  by  the  humble  indi- 
vidual who  then  had  the  honour  to  address 
their  Lordships ;  and  that,  whatever  mea- 
sure might  come  from  the  other  House  or 
elsewhere,  it  should  not  have  his  sanction 
if  he  did  not  in  his  conscience  believe  that 
it  was  calculated,  not  to  impair  or  weaken, 
but  to  strengthen  and  invigorate,  the  £s- 
taUishment  by  which  that  religion  was 
taught.  With  respect  to  the  Coronation 
Oath  he  should  only  now  declare  his  regret 
at  finding  that  an  attempt  was  to  be  made 
to  revive  the  opinions  as  to  its  construction, 
which  he  thought  had  neen  effectually  si- 
lenced. He  formerly  maintained,  when, 
the  question  was  raised  upon  another  mea- 
sure, in  an  argument  which  he  contended 
was  irrefragable  and  unanswerable,  and  to 
which  no  answer  was  ever  offered  in  their 
Lordships*  House,  that  the  obligations  of 
the  Coronation  Oath  applied  to  the  Sove- 
reign, not  in  his  legislative,  but  in  his  exe- 
cutive capacity.  That  proposition  he  should 
be  ready  again  to  maintain  when  the  proper 
period  arrived,  and  the  measure  should 
be  before  the  House;  and  in  the  mean 
time  should  content  himself  with  declaring 
any  assertion  unfounded  which  should  at- 
tribute to  any  thing  he  could  do,  or  to  any 
measure  to  which  he  could  lend  his  sanc- 
tion or  support,  the  effect  of  violating  the 
conscience  of  his  Sovereign,  or  leading  to 
any  infraction  of  his  solemn  compact  with 
his  people.  Professing  himself  to  be 
equally  the  friend  of  the  Church  and  of  his 
country,  he  would  say,  let  those  who  pro- 
fess so  much  extraordinary  zeal  for  the 
former,  take  care  that  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  country,  they  were  not 
the  cause  of  more  injury  to  the  Church 
than  anything  which  could  be  done  against 
it  by  Its  professed  enemies.  He  would  not 
now  say  another  word  except  to  repeat  his 
regret  that  the  right  reverend  Prelate  had 
thought  proper  to  make  such  a  speech  at 
tbe  present  moment,  and  to  express  his 
determination  not  again  to  be  induced  to 
speak  upon  the  question  until  it  was  regu- 
larly before  the  House. 

The  Bishop  of  Exeter  said,  he  should 
tiot  have  trespassed  upon  their  Lordships 
again,  except  for  some  words  which  had 
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fallen  from  the  noble  Earl,  upon  two  points 
to  which  he  felt  it  right  briefly  to  address 
himself.  The  noble  Earl  had  imputed  to 
him  that  he  had  said  of  an  exalted  person- 
age, whose  name  was  too  sacred  to  be  men- 
tioned in  their  Lordships'  House,  that  he 
would  be  inclined  or  indaced  to  break  his 
oath.  He  begged  to  state,  that  he  had  no 
apprehension  that  that  royal  personage 
would  be  so  inclined  or  induced,  whatever 
any  Minister  might  attempt.  His  opinion 
was,  that  whatever  view  might  be  taken  in 
that  high  quarter  of  the  solemn  obligations 
of  the  Coronation  Qath,  to  that. view  would 
the  Sovereign  conscientiously  adhere. 
And  what  he  desired  to  impress  upon  their 
Lordships  was,  that  whether  it  proved  to 
be  the  view  he  had  taken  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  oath,  or  that  adopted  by  the 
noble  Earl,  their  Lordships  and  the  country 
were  bound  equally  to  respect  the  decision 
to  which  the  conscience  of  the  Sovereign 
should  eventually  be  led.  There  was  now 
but  another  observation  with  which  he  had 
to  detain  their  Lordships.  The  noble  Earl 
had  been  pleased  to  say,  that  his  was  a  false 
opinion  as  to  the  construction  of  the  oath, 
and  to  protest  against  its  being  adopted  by 
their  Lordships.  He^  on  the  other  hand, 
must  take  leave  to  say,  that  he  had  no 
doubt  whatever  of  the  opinion  of  the  noble 
Earl  being  the  false  one.  And  when  their 
Lordships  heard  it  so  conclusively  stated, 
that  the  obligations  of  the  oath  were  only 
binding  upon  the  Sovereign  in  his  executive 
and  not  in  his  legislative  capacity,  he  mnst 
take  leave  to  smile  at  the  confidence  of  the 
noble  Earl  in  his  own  opinion.  He  should 
not  now  go  into  proofs  of  his  own  views, 
nor  say  how  far  those  of  the  noble  Earl 
were  open  to  question ;  but  when  the  noble 
Earl  asserted,  in  such  a  tone,  that  his  own 
arguments  were  irrefragable  and  unanswer- 
able, he  must  be  allowed,  with  what  little 
strength  he  had  at  his  command,  to  repel 
the  assertion  by  a  denial. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  June  6,    1833. 

M  iinrm.3  Papen  ordered.  On  ttie  Motion  of  Mr.  Col- 
QUHODN,  an  Aoooimt  of  the  /Amount  and  Yearly  Value  of 
the  Unexhausted  Funds  in  each  of  the  Parahec  in  Scot- 
land, what  ^rt  of  them  it  allotted  to  the  Minliter  of  each 
Pariih,  and  to  whom  the  mt  helongi.— <}&  the  Motion 
of  Mr.  DivsTT,  an  Account  of  the  total  Amount  of 
Public  Money  Expended  for,  and  under  the  direccion 
of»  the  Charitlea  Commiarioneri,  linee  ttdr  Apfwuit- 
mcnt  under  the  Act  of  let  nd  Snd  WlDiam  Ith* 
capii  34;  and  of  the  Number  of  Dayi  each  Commis- 
•ioQCT  has  been  Employed  la  the  Bunnell  of  Che  ConmiU- 
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uon  during  the  none  period,  and  the  Saltrict  Uiey  have 

yaoeived On  the  Hotion  of  Cokmel  Bvahs,  n  Aoootiot 

of  the  Number  of  Stamps  iwiad  to  all  th*  LondoQ  Neva. 
papen,  flronn  January,  183>,  to  the  end  of  the  laat  quarter. 
— On  the  Motion  of  lir.  Serjeant  Psbbin,  the  Numeer  of 
Penont  Lloenied  in  Ireland  to  kI)  Spirlti  by  Retail  tp  be 
consumed  on  the  Freroiiea  or  not :  abo  aa  AaoQUot  of  the 
Salaries  and  Fees  received  by  the  Magistrates  of  the  Dublin 
Police.— On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Jam  as  Talbot,  an 
Aooonnt  of  the  total  Amount  of  Property  vested  in  the 
Corporatipn  of  AtbloDe  by  Boyal  Giant,  Custom,  or 
Charter:  also  the  Names  and  Abodes  of  all  Tenants, 
LesMes.  and  other  Persons  deriving  any  Estates  or  In- 
terests under  the  aaid  Corpoiatioo  t  also  of  the  ¥on«f  re- 
ceived by  the  Corporation  since  the  year  1800,  by  Right  or 
Claim  of  any  Toll,  Custom,  Duty,  &e.,  and  the  Appro- 
priation of  the  sameb—On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  JAitM,  ap 
Aooount  of  the  Number  of  Penons  resident  vithln  the 
City  and  Borough  of  Carlisle  Assessed  to  the  House-duty, 
in  the  years  1852,  and  1833.  for  Premises  of  the  yearly 
valne  of  between  IM.  and  \U.  inclusive,  and  who  were 
not  so  Rated  at  the  beginning  of  the  vid  period«--On  the 
Motion  of  Sir  Thomas  Frbkmaivtls,  an  Aooount  of  the 
OIHcen  and  Clerks  Employed  in  the  Navy  Pay  Oflloe 
Establishment,  on  the  5th  of  April,  183S>  with  the  Naoie, 
l«eqgth  of  Service,  and  Salary  of  each;  the  same, 
for  the  5th  April,  J  833:  and  of  all  Persons  introduced, 
since  5th  April,  183S,  stating  fVom  whcnoe,  tha  OlAea  he 
holds,  his  Salary,  &i!.^-On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Spwho 
Rica,  an  Acooui^  of  the  Ptooes,  where  united,  or  Joint 
Stock  Banks  have  been  Established  under  the  Act  7th 
Geoige  4th.  cap.  46,  with  the  Number  of  Faitno*  thavein. 
sincetSth  May.  1892. 

BUI.    Read  a  third  time :— Consolidated  Fund. 

Petitions  prewtttad.  By  Mr.  Roaiaaow,  ftoea  the  Shijp- 
owaeis  of  Briyham,  lo  be  RaUaved  from  the  heavy 
Cbaxgtt  of  Pilotage.— 'By  Mr.  OsoKan  F.  Youmq,  firgm 
the  Pwts  of  London  and  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  ag>in*t 
the  Registry  of  Vessels  Rllli  ftom  tha  Shlpowneis  of 
London  and  Seaiborough,  Ibt  tha  Reduotlfm  of  tl|e 
Duty  on  Marine  Insurances;  and  Arom  certain  Carman 
dependiiig  on  the  Prosperity  of  the  Sugar  Refiners,  for 
Relief  to  the  Sugar  Refining  Trade.— By  Colonel  Fox, 
from  Wdchmea  resident  in  London,  for  an  Improvemept 
of  the  Established  Church  in  Wales.>-By  Mr.  HsNav 
G rattan,  from  the  Elccton  of  the  County  of  Meath,  for 
an  Alteration  in  the  Reform  of  Parliament  (Ireland)  AcL 
—By  Mr.  Wiovky,  ftora  Brighton,  in  flmmr  of  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  BilL— By  Mr.  Baiacoa.  ftom 
Croydon,  against  the  Punishment  of  Death  for  all  Oflkinccs 
against  Property  i  and  Arom  tha  Society  for  Promoting 
Rational  Humanity  towards  the  Animal  Creation,  fof  the 
Removal  of  Smithfield  Market,  and  die  Establishmeot  of 
four  or  five  Cattle  Maricets,  and  Abattoirs,  outside  oC  the 
Metropolis.— By  Mr.  Jorm  Pauksb,  from  Sheflleld,  for  a 
Removal  of  the  Civil  DisabiUties  of  the  Jewsw-^y  the 
Solicitor  Gricbral,  from  Dudley,  for  the  Repeal  of  the 
Septennial  Act,  and  for  Vote  by  Ballot;  also  from  tha 
Baptists  of  the  same  Plaos,  for  Relief  to  tha  Pissantais 
with  respect  to  Marriages,  Registration,  and  Church  Rates ; 
also  for  a  Repeal  of  the  Duties  on  all  Newspapers  and  Ad- 
vertisements.— ^By  l^u  Halopvb,  from  the  Rate-payers 
of  the  Liberty  of  the  Rolls,  for  a  Repeal  of  the  House  and 
Window  Taxes.— By  Mr.  W.  H.  Wvndbam,  from  tha 
Hundred  of  Diss;  and  by  Sir  William  Inoilbv,  from 
Chieheiter,— for  the  Repeal  of  the  Malt  Tax.— By  Mr.  W. 
H.  Wyhonam,  from  Tnindi  and  Giminghaa,  for  Lawa 
to  Ensure  the  Better  Observance  of  the  U»d>  Day;  from 
the  Tile  Maken  of  the  Eastern  Division  of  the  County  of 
Norfolk,  for  a  Drawbaak  of  tha  Duttai  for  Iha  ^tock  in 
baud ;  and  from  the  Journeymen  Weaven  of  Wyroondham, 
for  Relief,  and  Restrictions  upon  the  use  of  Machinery.— 
By  Sir  R.  BATxa<)|«,  from  the  Fiahermen  of  Cairickfrr- 
gus,  against  the  Diafrandiisement  BiU  of  that  Borough.— 
By  Mr.  WiLBPif  pATTSB*  frpm  the  Clergy  of  Lanoaster. 
for  the  Repeal  of  the  Sale  of  Qeer  Aet— By  Sir  Robkbt 
BsTBi-oir,  Mr.  Shaw,  and  Mr.  W*  H.  Wyitoiiam.  from 
several  PlaosB,^i^nst  Slavery.— By  Mr.  Pbai^b  and  Mr. 
Tavliubb,  from  several  Places,— againat  the  General 
RcgiMer  of  Deeds  Bill.— By  Mr.  pRiLroTT^  from  Gkiu- 
cester,  for  the  privikge  of  Eleding  their  own  Coqi^rate 
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Ms.  Clat*  Ar<yn  weMi  Tradai  hi  thnCl^ 

Rdiaf  to  tha  Sugar  Rc^aen;  aisd  from  tto 

the  Thamei,  rcspeotiiv  tha  Rafaba  of  Siltpa. 

Duties  aflboting  them. 

Collection  of  Tithrs  ([aei^Airp).] 
Mr.  Henry  Grattan  roae,  for  the  fMirpoc^ 
of  asking  the  noble  Lord  (the  Cb^pceilor 
of  the  Exchequer)  whether,  when  ii  wm 
found  necessary  to  enforce  f  debt  dqe  n 
the  Crown,  it  wa»  ri|;ht  that  the  Officen 
of  the  Crown  should  break  into  the  koesn 
of  the  King'a  debtors  und  take  the  iematei 
off  to  gaol  ?  He  undemtood^  ihut  aoch  w 
the  course  pursued  in  Ireland  with  resped 
to  those  who  owed  tithes,  and  who,  uede 
the  construction  of  a  late  Apt  of  Pariis- 
ment,  had  become  Grpwo  debtors,  fk 
wished  particularly  to  know  whether  cock 
a  course  ofprooeedini  had  been  ai^iietioDed 
by  his  Majesty *8  Qovernnient? 

Lord  AUhoff  said  I  that  hy  ^e  Act  d 
Parlininent  passed  lastSes^ion,  mooey  w 
advanced  to  the  Irish  clergy  upon  the  ar- 
rears of  tithea  due  to  them,  ^ncf  iipoesuck 
advaqoea  being  mfide  the  debta  doe  to  tk« 
clergy  became  debts  to  the  Cfoern,  Not 
in  England  and  Ireland  the  Uw  wee  dir 
same,  that  fer  debts  dve  to  the  Cn»w 
bouses  might  be  broken  into,  Mid  entered. 
He  believed,  that  this  might  Iiatc  hepp^ 
in  Ireland  in  some  eases,  butbc  cottHI  staie. 
that  the  same  thing  would  not  beppet 
again.  Orders  had  been  recently  aent  to 
Ireland  tp  suspend  the  cQllegtion  of  tithr 
arrears,  and  all  processes  issued  under  thf 
Act  of  last  Session, at  least  until  |he  opinioa 
of  the  House  was  taken  on  a  queation  wbirb 
he  had  to  hrino^  forward  with  retpect  to  the 
collection  of  tithes. 

Mr.  Rcfnf^we  said,  he  had  before  QDdf^ 
stood  from  uie  noble  Lord,  thet  eoch  \ 
suspension  had  been  directed  longaroef: 
hut  the  arrears  peniinued  to  be  collected 
in  the  most  vexatious  and  oppressrw 
manner.  According  to  the  last  eccooais 
from  Ireland,  houses  were  brol^en  into,  aad 
all  sorts  of  outrages  were  committed  tn  the 
name  qf  the  law. 

Lord  Aithorp  did  not  think  he  had  ghen 
any  intinu^tion  of  that  kind  before.  H« 
certainly  had  not,  nor  could  npt  have  said, 
that  directioqs  were  given  to  the  Iriah  Go- 
vernment not  to  proceed  in  the  collcctioe 
of  tithe  orrears  until  the  present  moment 
He  could  now,  however,  state  that  sedi 
directions  had  been  sent. 

Mr.  Q'Cvnuell  had  been  furnished  iritk 
the  particulars  of  a  great  puqiber  of  caso 
in  which  the  iclergy  of  the  Sit|bli|bfd 
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Cburcb  In  Ireland  were  proceeding  in  the 
moftt  vexatious  and  (H>pre8$ive  manner  to 
collect  their  tithes,     it  was  not  cnstomary 
in  Ireland  to  call  for  tithes  or  rent  dae  in 
May  until  September  or  October.    The 
elergy,  he  understood,  however,  were  now 
levying  the  May  fall  under  the  Tithe  Com- 
position,  and  the  course  pursued  was  to 
jasue  writs  without  any  demand  for  the  sum 
due.     In  one  district,  1,000  writs  were 
issued  for  sums  not  amounting  in  a  single 
ease  to  1  /. ;  and  when  tlie  persons  proceeded 
against  went  to  pay  the  amount  of  their 
tithes,  amounting  in  many  cases  to  only 
7s.  or  8«.,  they  were  told  that  costs  had 
been  incurred  to  the  amount  of  2/.  \4s. 
This  had  not  happened  in  one  or  two 
counties,  or  in  one  or  two  cases,  but  in  a 
multitude  of  cases,  and  in  several  counties; 
and  be  was  prepared  at  any  moment  to 
state  names  and  details  in  proof  of  the 
atateroent.       The     noble    Lord     might 
tell  him  that  the  Government  had   no 
power  to  prevent  the  clergy  of  the  Esta- 
blished Church  from  levying  tithe  in  what- 
ever manner  the  law  allowed  them,  but 
surely  the  Government  had  power  to  pre- 
vent the  military  and  police  from  being 
■eni  out  to  assist  the  clergy  in  those  vexa- 
tious and  oppressive  proceedings.    The 
police  were  employed  constantly  in  collect- 
ing tithes,  and  the  military  were  sent  out 
upon  more  than  one  occasion  (as  at  Youghal) 
upon  the  same  service.    Surely  the  Go- 
vernnlent  ought  not  to  encourage  proceed- 
ings of  that  description.    When  he  stated, 
that  sueh  proceedings  had  taken  place,  and 
were  every  day  going  on,  he  was  sure  he 
might  call  upon  the  Members  for  Ireland, 
who  roost  be  aware  of  the  fact,  to  bear  tes- 
4imony  to  the  correctness  of  his  statement. 
It  would  really  appear  that  the  object  was 
to  force  the  peasantry  of  Ireland  to  insur- 
rection.    He  begged  to  ask  the  noble  Lord, 
whether  any  instructions  had  been  sent  to 
the  Irish  Government  to  prevent  the  em- 
ployment of  the  police  and  military  in  as- 
sisting the  clergy  in  the  collection  of  tithes  ? 
Lord  Althoro  had  heard  and  believed, 
that  the  clergy  nad  in  some  cases  pressed 
for  the  payment  of  their  tithes*-he  would 
not  say  in  the  manner  in  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  had  stated,  but  cer- 
tainly in  what  he  should  call  an  imprudent 
manner.    The  hon.  and  learned  Member, 
however,  was  mistaken,  if  he  supposed  that 
in  any  of  those  instances  in  whicii  the  dues 
of  the  olergy  were  imprudently  pressed  for, 
4be  QovaramAnt  had  gtcen  its  assistaocot 


Mr.  Lefroy  did  not  think  any  one  could 
be  surprised  to  learn  that  those  who  had 
been  for  three  years  without  receiving  any 
part  of  their  income,  and  were  reduced  to 
a  state  of  positive  starvation  and  distress, 
as  many  of  the  Irish  clergy  had  been, 
should  take  the  earliest  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  appearance  of  returning 
peace  in  the  country,  to  try  and  recover 
some  part  of  their  dues.  The  noble  Lord 
in  reply  to  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
for  Dublin,  had  used  the  phrase  *'  impru* 
dent  proceedings.'*  Now,  in  justice  to 
the  clergy  of  Ireland,  the  noble  Lord 
should  state  whether  he  meant  to  apply 
the  epithet  imprudent  generally,  or  to 
those  particular  cases  pointed  out  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  member  for  Dublin.  If 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  would  bring 
forward  the  subject,  after  giving  due 
notice,  so  as  to  give  the  parties  alluded 
to  an  opportunity  of  explaining,  instead  of 
dealing  m  gross  and  sweeping  assertions, 
he  should  be  prepared  to  meet  him. 

Mr.  Barron  said,  that  the  greatest 
harshne^  and  oppression  had  been  prac- 
tised in  the  connties  of  Waterford  and 
Kildare,  in  the  collection  of  tithes.  The 
police  in  these  counties  were  turned  into 
process-servers  for  tithes ;  and  he  asked 
the  noble  Lord  whether  that  ought  to  be 
permitted  by  the  Government  ?  The 
clergy  were  new  pursuing  a  most  out- 
rageous course  of  proceeding,  and  taking 
the  most  unfair  advantage  of  the  Act  of 
last  Session,  as  it  would  serve  to  oppress 
the  people,  and  drive  them  to  rebellion. 
He  did  hope  that  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would  discountenance  such  disgrace- 
ful, base,  and  ignoble  conduct. 

Sir  Hussey  Vivian  felt  it  due  to  the 
Irish  Government  to  state,  that  in  manv 
instances  the  assistance  of  the  police  had 
been  refused  when  applied  for  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  tithes.  There  could  be 
no  doubt  that  in  many  instances  the 
police  had  gone  out  with  those  who  were 
employed  to  serve  tithe  processes ;  and  if 
they  had  not,  every  one  who  knew  any- 
thing of  the  state  of  the  country,  could 
imagine  what  would  be  the  fate  of  the 
process-server.  The  military  had  been 
employed  on  no  occasion,  unless  for  the 
purpose  of  covering  and  protecting  the 
civil  power ;  and  he  was  yet  to  learn  that 
this  was  an  improper  employment  of  a 
military  force.  Although  some  of  the 
clergy  might  have  been  hasty  in  attempt- 
ing to  recover  their  demands,  ^e  could 
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assure  the  House  that  nothing  could 
equal  the  patience  and  forbearance  gene- 
rally exhibited  by  them.  He  had  seen 
enough  of  Ireland,  however,  to  be  satisfied 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
tithes  should  be  done  away  with.  He 
repeated  what  he  had  said — he  wished  to 
see  the  tithes  done  away  with  in  Ireland 
by  a  fair  and  honest  commutation.  He 
did  not  mean,  that  they  should  be  done 
away  with,  and  given  to  the  landed  pro- 
prietors. He  was  as  anxious  as  any  man 
could  be  for  a  fair  and  satisfactory  settle- 
ment of  the  question,  and  he  admitted 
that  in  some  few  instances  the  clergy 
might  have  been  hasty  in  enforcing  their 
dues,  but,  generally  speaking,  he  believed 
that  the  best  friend  the  Irish  poor  man 
had  was  the  clergyman  of  his  parish* 
The  subject  was  dropped. 

Relations  with  Portugal.]  Co- 
lonel Davies  rose  to  bring  forward  the 
Motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice  as 
to  the  Relations  of  this  country  with  Por- 
tugal. He  began  by  assuring  the  House, 
that  he  had  never  risen  to  address  it 
under  feelings  of  such  embarrassment  as 
at  that  moment.  The  importance  of  the 
question  he  had  to  submit  was  so  great, 
as  on  it  would  depend  whether  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  should  continue  to 
pursue  that  course  which,  in  his  opinion, 
happily  for  the  country,  it  had  hitherto 
pursued  with  respect  to  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, or  whether  this  country  was  to 
return  once  more  into  the  train  of  the 
Holy  Alliance.  These  considerations 
would  be  a  source  of  embarrassment  to 
him  in  bringing  forward  this  subject  on 
any  occasion,  but  he  confessed  that  his 
difficulties  were  increased  from  what  had 
occurred  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment. As  a  plain  straightforward  course 
was  the  most  manly,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  safest  to  be  pursued,  he  would 
at  once  avow,  that  his  great  object  on  this 
occasion  was  to  counteract,  by  a  vote  of 
that  House,  the  prejudicial  effect  of  the 
vote  which  had  been  come  to  a  few  even- 
ings before  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment. No  man  could  deprecate  more 
than  he  did  the  bringins:  about  any  colli- 
sion between  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment :  nothing  was  therefore  further  from 
his  wish  on  this  occasion.  He  admitted, 
in  its  fullest  extent,  the  right  of  the 
other  House  to  express  its  opinion  on  any 
public  question ;  but  he  claimed  the  same 


right  for  the  House  of  Commoiui,  as  re- 
presenting the  people  of  the  Uoited  King- 
dom, and  he  felt  that  the  House  was  par- 
ticularly called  upon  to  express  its  opiatoa 
on  this  occasion  ;  for  if  the  Commons  re- 
mained silent,  the  people  of  this  couiitry, 
as  well  as  foreigners,  would  think  thej 
were  so  from  an  acquiescence  in  what  had 
been    done    elsewhere.      He    was    also 
anxious  that   the    House^    by   its    vote, 
should  show  to  Portugal,  to  Europe,  and 
to  the  world,  that  the  people  of  England, 
enjoying  as  they  did    the  blessings   oi' 
freedom,  did  not  wish  to  withhold  from 
other  nations  a  participation   ia   similar 
blessings..  It  had  been  made  a  matter  of 
charge  in  another  place,  that  the  Giov^iih 
ment  of  this  country  had  not  acted  vitk 
impartiality  towards  the  present  govein- 
ment  of  Portugal,  but  that  it  had  per- 
mitted improper  interference  bj  subjects 
of  this  country  in  the  contest  now  goin; 
on  in  Portugal.     It  might  be  well  for  the 
friends  of  Don  Miguel  to  state  thb,  aoi 
to  create  an  impression  that  this  couotiy 
had  a  hostile  feeling  towards  the  interesu 
of  Portugal.     No  statement  could  hzH 
less  foundation  in  fact^  for  it  was  an&i; 
to  identify  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
Portugal  with  those  of  Don  Miguel  and 
his  adherents.    The  circumstances  wfaicb 
had  immediately  preceded  the  usurpatioa 
of  Don  Miguel  in  Portugal  were  so  veil 
known,  that  he  would  not  pay  the  Hoose 
so  bad  a  compliment  as  to  think  it  neces- 
sary to  go  into  them  in  detail.     It  was, 
however,  necessary  that  he  should  refer 
to  a  Jew  of  the  leading  events  connectdd 
with    that   usurpation.     The    hon.   sod 
gallant  Member  here  stated  those  events; 
comprising  the  assumption  by  Don  Joha, 
the  father  of  Dons  redro  and    M^od, 
of  the  title  of  Emperor  of  Brazil  aloi^ 
with  that  of  king  of  Portugal  and  the 
Algarves — the  transmission  of  those  titla 
to  his  eldest  son   Don  Pedro,  and  their 
recognition    by    the    several    powers  of 
Europe — ^the  resignation  of  the  Utle  of 
king  of  Portugal  and  the  Algarves  bf 
Don   Pedro  in  favour  of  his  daughter. 
Donna  Maria^^the  recognitioa  of    that 
act  by  the  powers  of  Europe — the  arrange- 
ment which  followed  it,  that  Don  Miguel 
should  marry  his  niece,  Donna  Maria, 
and  thus  share  with  her  the  throne  of 
Portugal,  his  sister  being  regent   until 
Donna  Maria  was  of  age — ^he  grant  of  a 
Constitution  to  Portugal  by  Don  Pedro, 
which  was  brought  over  by  the  Britisk 
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Ambassador  to  Brazil^  and  the  acceptance ' 
of  that  Constitution^  with  very  few  dis- 
sentients, by  the  people  of  Portugal.  It ' 
vrzB,  be  obserted,  unfortunate,  that  so 
much  confidence  should  have  been  placed 
in  Don  Miguel  after  what  was  then  known 
of  his  conduct  in  his  rebellion  aeainst  his 
father,  for  which  he  was  banished  from 
Portugal;  and  certainly  his  conduct  since 
that  event  had  fully  shown  how  much 
that  confidence  was  misplaced ;  for  after 
he  had  sworn  more  than  twice  to  maintain 
the  constitution  and  to  uphold  the  rights 
of  his  niece,  and  while  he  was  taking  a 
fourth  oath  in  this  country  to  \he  same 
effect,  he  was  planning  the  overthrow  of 
that  constitution^  and  the  usurpation  of 
that  authority.  In  this  attempt  he  at 
last  succeeded  by  the  aid  of  the  priests ; 
but  it  should  be  recollected  that  British 
troops  had,  however  unwillingly  on  their 
part^  been  made  instrumental  to  the 
success  of  his  usurpation,  for  when  that 
event  took  place  (Mr.  Canning  having 
then  ceased  to  exist,  and  the  Government 
being  in  the  hands  of  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington), orders  were  sent  out  by  Lord 
Aberdeen,  then  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  to  the  commanders  of  the  British 
troops  in  Lisbon,  that  they  were  to  protect 
the  person  of  Don  Miguel  from  any 
violence — orders  which  had  the  efiect  of 
silencing  the  opposition  of  those  who 
would  otherwise  have  asserted  the  rights 
of  the  lawful  sovereign  Donna  Maria. 
That  young  lady  had  been  fully  recog- 
nised by  the  powers  of  Europe  as  Queen 
de  Jure,  and  from  the  extensive  portion 
of  the  dependencies  of  Portugal  over 
which  she  had  actual  dominion,  and  being 
also  recognised  in  the  second  city  of  Por- 
tugal, she  mi^ht  be  called  Queen  de  facto. 
Seeing  this,  he  thought  that  this  country 
would  be  justified  in  interfering  by 
force  to  expel  the  usurper  from  Portugal ; 
but,  on  grounds  of  expediency,  that 
course  was  not  adopted.  A  justifiable 
ground  of  interference  on  our  part  did, 
however,  exist,  arising  from  the  outrageous 
acts  of  insane  violence  which  had  been 
committed  by  Don  Miguel's  authority  on 
the  persons  of  British  subjects.  One 
instance  of  this  violence  was  on  the 
person  of  a  British  subject,  and  for  no 
other  ofl^ence  than  having  in  his  posses- 
sion the  insignia  of  a  freemason.  The 
possession  of  these  did  not  prove  a  man  to 
be  a  freemason:  but  even  if  he  were  a 
freemasoni  be  waa  not  aware  of  any  law 


which  made  it  criminal  in  a  British 
subject  to  belong  to  that  society.  But  (he 
outrage  of  Don  Miguel  on  British  persons 
and  property  did  not  rest  there ;  he  vio- 
lated the  commercial  treaties  with  thiscoun*- 
try  by  raising  the  duties  on  British  goods 
imported  in  foreign  vessels,  and  detained 
several  British  ships  and  their  crews  for  an 
alleged  violation  of  the  blockade  of  Ter- 
ceira.  For  all  these  outrages  no  redress 
had  been  given,  though  it  had  been  more 
than  once  demanded.  On  the  3rd  of 
August  preceding  the  change  of  the  Duke 
of  Wellington's  Administration  Lord  Aber- 
deen called  on  the  government  of  Portugal 
for  redress,  by  the  immediate  restoration 
of  the  British  vessels  seized  at  Terceira ; 
but  no  attention  was  paid  to  that  demand. 
On  the  2nd  of  November  following,  his 
Majesty  was  made,  in  his  speech  to  both 
Houses,  to  say :  '  I  have  not  yet  accredited 
'  my  Ambassador  to  the  Court  of  Lisbon  ; 
'  but  the  Portuguese  government  having 
'  determined  to  perform  a  great  act  of 
'  justice  and  humanity  by  the  grant  of  a 
'  general  amnesty,  I  think  that  the  time 

*  may  shortly  arrive  when  the  interests  of 
'  my  subjects  will  demand  a  renewal  of 
'  those  relations  which  had  so  long  existed 

*  between  the  two  countries.**  Now  that 
was  a  speech  delivered  at  the  time  when 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  was  at  the  head 
of  the  Government,  and  when  Lord 
Aberdeen  was  Foreign  Secretary,  and  yet 
the  instruccions  there  alluded  to  were  not 
attended  with  any  effect.  From  that 
time,  too,  nothing  had  been  done  to  restore 
those  relations  of  friendship  which  were 
essential  to  the  prosperity  of  both  coun- 
tries. Much  stress  had  been  laid  on  the 
violation  of  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Bill, 
and  on  the  inertness  of  Ministers  in  not 
preventing  those  infractions  of  the  law ; 
but  he  would  beg  to  ask,  how  had  it  hap- 
pened that  none  of  the  acts  now  com- 
plained of  had  been  objected  to  before  ? 
They  were  matters  of  public  notoriety; 
they  were  done  in  the  open  day,  and  ac- 
counts of  them  regularly  appeared  in  the 
newspapers.  How  happened  it  then,  he 
asked,  that  these  complaints  had  not  been 
made  before  this  time  ?  Or  why  should 
they  be  made  now,  having  been  so  long 
passed  over  in  silence  ?  He  was  unwilling 
to  attribute  motives  to  any  man ;  but  he 
could  not  but  regard  the  notice  taken  of 
these  things  at  this  particular  time,  as  an 
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indication  that  the  Motion  oii  whicH  they 
were  introduced  had  been  made  for  party 
purposes,  and  that  these  matters  had  been 
withheld  until  some  opportunity  should 
present  itself  of  using;  them  with  the  viei^ 
to  drive  Ministers  fVom  their  places.  Was 
it  at  all  improbable  that,  as  it  was  known 
ihat  certain  popular  measures  were  about 
to  be  sent  up  from  this  House,  it  might 
have  been  considered  a  good  thing  to 
strangle  those  measures  by  ousting  Minis- 
ters, under  a  pretence  very  different  from 
the  real  motive.  The  object  of  the  noble 
person  who  had  brought  forward  the  Mo- 
tion elsewhere  was,  no  doubt,  to  turn  out 
the  Ministers.  That  was  a  fair  and  legi- 
timate motive  when  pursued  by  fair  means ; 
but  when  one  of  those  means  was  a  charge 
of  a  violation  of  good  faith,  he  would  ask, 
had  the  conduct  of  those  who  made  the 
charge  been  so  very  pure  on  every  occasion 
as  to  constitute  them  fit  and  proper  per* 
sons  to  bring  it  forward  ?  Thoite  who 
charged  the  present  Ministers  with  abreach 
of  neutrality  had  themselves  acted  more 
strongly.  They  had  sent  out  an  army  to 
Portugal,  not,  indeed,  to  take  a  part  in 
the  disputes  of  that  country,  but  in  com- 
pliance with  the  terms  of  ancient  treaties, 
.to  prevent  its  invasion  by  a  Spanish  force. 
Nothing  had  since  been  done  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  that  went  beyond  that 
act.  But  if  the  present  Government  had 
manifested  a  strong  and  decided  feeling 
against  the  party  of  Don  Miguel^  would 
it  have  been  an  extraordinary  circum- 
stance ?  Had  not  the  Miguelites  fired  on 
British  vessels  that  were  merely  occupied 
in  trading  transactions?  What,  too,  he 
would  ask,  had  been  the  conduct  of  the 
Spanish  government  on  that  occasion  ? 
Had  not  their  armies  approached  the  Por- 
tuguese frontiers,  and  had  they  not  afford- 
ed supplies  to  one  of  the  belligerent  parties? 
Under  all  the  circumstances,  he  conceived 
his  Majesty's  Government  had  not  taken 
an  improper  part,  and  therefore,  he  was 
anxious  that  they  should  be  supported  by 
the  vote  of  that  House.  He  felt  convinced 
that  if  the  decision  of  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature  were  not  quickly  met  by  an 
opposite  vote,  emanating  from  that  House, 
twenty-four  hours  would  not  elapse,  after 
the  declaration  made  in  another  place  was 
known,  before  a  Spanish  army  would  cross 
the  Portuguese  frontier.  Surely,  there- 
fore, they  ought  to  stand  forward  in  order 
to  prevent  such  a  catastrophe — a  cata- 
strophe which  might  be  the   means  of 


plunging  thi0*c:6untry  and  all  B&rope  ivio 
war.     Iti    1826  Mr,  Canning  Itad  aahl, 
that  if  a  single  Spaoish  coItMnn  passed  Um 
Portuguese    frontier/  tkis    cduntrjr    wti 
bound  immediateljf  to  interfere  ;  and,  »■ 
auredly,  if  the  priilciple  w^re  tk  jaat  out 
at  that  time,  it  was  nO  Ies4  j.U8t  and  politic 
no#k    At  the  present  mfomfent  tfaej  fav 
the  Russian  eagle  hoVering  over  Coostas- 
tinople,  after  having  be^teh  down  unhappj 
Poland  —they  saw  the  Auttriahe  oppreai^ 
tdg   Italy  "--and  they  saw  Pruasia  enit 
seeking  for  an  opportunity  te  pat  dowi 
all  free  institutionft.     Would  they,  wony 
the  people  of  Bngland,  al  saeh  a  moment, 
lend  their  aid  to  crush  the  spark  of  libettj 
which  had  been  ignited  in  a  Utile  coner, 
in  a  little  nook,  of  Europe?     He  hoped 
they  would  not  lend  thetnaelvea  to  aoj 
iuch  object,  and  that  they  wotild  faa¥e  the 
satisfaction  of  feeling,  that  if  thej  had  d«i 
assisted  the  struggling  Pt>rtugue6e,  at  least 
they  had  not  been  guilty  of  dppasiog  thesr 
efforts  in  the  cause  of  freedom.     The  gal- 
lant Member  concluded  by  moving,  **T^ 
an  humble  Address  be  present^  to  ka 
Majesty,  expressing  to  his   Majesty  ifct 
regret  felt  by  this  House  at  the  coatias- 
ance  of  hostilities  in  Portugal,  and  \hek 
grateful  acknowledgment  or  the  jadkiom 
policy  which  his  Majesty  has  pursued  vitk 
reference  16  the  affaits  of  thai  country.* 

Viscount  Morpeth  rose  to  secead  tit 
Motion  which  had  been  recomoiended  to 
the  House  in  a  speech  of  so  much  ability, 
by  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend.  The  last 
time  that  the  question  of  Portugueae  bSm 
had  been  brought  before  the  House«  it  hid 
been  sustained  so  triumphantiy  in  argth 
ment,  as  well  aScafried  sooverwbelminfh 
by  votes,  in  favour  of  the  conduct  of  Go- 
vernment in  those  affairs,  that  he  was  aot 
surprised,  putting  every  thing-  etae  out  a 
view,  that  the  next  Motion  introduced  v» 
a  motion  not  to  arraign,  but  Co  aTow  aid 
confirm  their  policy.  Indeed,  it  aeeffied 
to  him  that  if  aay  persoui  either  a  cos- 
temporary  witness  or  a  future  peruser  of 
these  transactions,  could  queatioa  the 
entire  propriety  of  the  Resolution  before 
the  House,  it  would  arise  from  a  doalit 
whether  this  country  had  assumed  a  monl 
attitude  sufficiently  elevated — had  eahibit- 
ed  a  moral  countenance  sufficiently  ooa* 
stent  to  the  Sovereign  whose  rights  she  had 
unequivocally  acknowledged— salBciendy 
constant  to  the  parties  alone  whose  hopes 
she  had  inevitably  encouraged — safficiendy 
coostaot  to  the  priaoipks  whidi  she  UM 
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approve  and  ch^risb^  because  they  were 
alike  tlie  priDcipIes  of  truth  aod  of  freedom, 
and   were  those   she    herself   professed. 
CoDvmce<),howeveri  of  that  imperious  obli- 
gatioo  which  compelled  the  cotiduct  of 
governroeots  to  be  regulated,  not  by  the 
templationa  of  the  particular  case,  but  by 
the  maxims  of  a  general  rule^  where  the 
tendency  of  this  rule    was   obviously  to 
preserve  the  invaluable  blessings  of  peace, 
ne  would  bow  to  the  stern  necessity  of  the 
case,  and  admit  the  propriety  of  our  Go- 
teriitiient  maintaining  a  neutrality  even 
during  the  late  glorious  struggles  of  Poland 
to  burst  her  gslley  chains,  even  pending 
the  resistance  now  made  to  the  usurpation 
of  Don  Miguel.    Under  the  circumstances, 
howeirer,  of  the  present  contest  in  Portu- 
gal, be  was- sure  that  the  House — that  the 
country — would  be  of  opinion  that  over 
forbearance  and  passiveness  ought  not  to 
extend  one  inch  beyond  what  was  strictly 
necessary.    As    matter   of   charge    was 
brought  against  the  Government,  to  them, 
of  course,  it  would  be  wise  and  proper  to 
leave  the  details  and  miuutiee  of  their  de» 
fence.     Alt  he  should  say  was,  that,  from 
all  that  had  reached  him  of  the  general 
tenour  of     their    intended    vindication, 
he   thought  it  was  perfectly  satisfactory, 
and  even  more  so  tnan  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  expect^-he  would  not  say  more 
80  than  he  wished.     It  appeared  to  him 
that  as  a  Government  they  nad  committed 
no  act  whioh  was  decidedly  in  favour  of 
either  contending  party.     In  this,  then, 
they  had  proceeded  in  conformity  with 
their  own  recognized  principle ;  but  they 
had    suffered  Uie  usual  interchanges  of 
trade  with  respect  to  military  stores  to  be 
carried  on  without  respect  to  either  party, 
and  both  parties  had  availed  themselves  of 
the  benefit.     As  to  the  men,  they  had  left 
it  open  to  those  with  whom  they  had  no 
concern  to  enlist   themselves  eaually  on 
either  side,  and  the  proportion  had  been 
regulated  by  the  sympathies  of  mankind. 
He  would  admit,  that  with  those  on  whose 
services  they  had  a  claim*  the  case  was 
difierent;  the  party  so  enlisting  acting 
under  a  penalty,  which  he  had  no  doubt, 
on  mature  and  complete  proof  of  the  fact, 
would  be  exacted;    and  under  the  same 
circumstances  it  was  plain,  that  in  common 
fairness  the  precedent  of  Admiral  Sartorius 
must  be  applied  to  the  case  of  Captain 
Najpier.     He  would  not  conceal  from  him- 
self that  an  independent  question  m^ht 
arise  as  to  bow  far  a  naa  was  justiBedio 


the  eye  of  Heaven  for  taking  up  arms  in 
any  case,  save  that  of  his  country,  which 
must  always  be  deemed  to  rest  on  the 
ground  of  national  defence :  as  any  act  of 
individual  violence  could  only  be  justified 
on  the  ground  of  personal  defence ;  and 
then  the  question  followed  as  to  how  far 
the  nation  ought  to  take  charge  of  indi- 
vidual responsibility  and  conscience  by 
interfering  to  prevent  what  was  thus  as« 
sumed  to  be  wrong.  He  trusted  this 
view  of  the  subject  would  receive  its  due 
consideration,  but  assured  he  was,  that  the 
question  itself  rested  on  higher  grounds 
than  any  which  had  been  called  as  yet  in 
question,  and  did  not  mix  itself  up  with 
any  dispute  upon  neutrality,  he  would 
admit,  that  it  would  be  both  a  superfluous 
and  an  easy  employment  to  heap  terms  of 
vituperation  upon  Don  Miguel ;  but  it 
might  be  asked,  on  the  other  hand,  whe^ 
ther  there  were  not  those  in  whose  eyes  he 
might  appear  clothed  with  certain  redeem- 
ing attributes?  They  had  heard  much  of 
Don  Miguel  being  the  choice  of  the  people 
and  the  delight  of  the  Portuguese.  It  had 
been  published  in  1831,. that  upon  a  cal- 
culation it  was  found  there  were  in  the 
prisons  and  hulks  of  Portugal,  or  trans- 
ported as  convicts,  27,000  individuals;  of 
those  emigrating  to  avoid  his  vengeance 
there  were  no  less  than  13,000;  and  in 
hiding-places  in  Portugal  there  were  be- 
tween 4,000  and  5,000.  Thus  it  appeared, 
that  out  of  a  population  not  exceeding 
2.600,000,  there  were  not  less  than 
45,000  victims  of  political  resentment, 
whom,  no  doubt,  these  partisans  of  Don 
Miguel  would,  perhaps,  include  amongst 
those  who,  as  they  alleged,  testified  uni- 
versal acquiescence  in  the  dominion  of  the 
usurper.  Perhaps  it  would  not  be  im- 
proper for  him  to  read  the  following  ex- 
tract from  Mr.  Yoang^s  work,  who  visited 
Portugal  abput  that  time,  to  acquaint  the 
House  what  was  the  real  state  of  society 
there.  Mr.  Young  said,  '*  The  streets  of 
Lisbon  were  crowded  with  soldiers,  day 
and  night,  authorizing  the  mob  to  insult 
whoever  they  pleased,  and  those  who  made 
any  resistance  to  be  conveyed  to  prison. 
Each  police  soldier  had  anginlos  (Httle 
angels  or  thumb-screws)  in  bis  pocket,  and 
t  saw  about  this  time  several  respectable- 
looking  people  escorted  to  prison  with 
these  instruments  of  torture  afBxed  to 
them.  They  often  screwed  them  till  the 
Mood  started  from  under  the  nails ;  I  have 
beard  them  crying  with  agony  aa  they 
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went  along.*'  Don  Miguel  miglit,  indeed, 
be  stained  with  rebellion,  usurpation,  ty- 
ranny, and  murder.  He  might  combine 
all  that  we  read,  and  all  that  we  could 
imagine,  of  the  most  detestable  models  in 
ancient  history — the  sullen  perfidy  of  Ti- 
berius, with  the  sanguinary  sportiveness 
of  Commodus ;  but  no  matter ;  somehow 
or  other,  despite  of  this  world  of  charges 
and  accusations,  he  represented  the  Con- 
servative interests  in  Portugal.  And  fur- 
ther, he  reflected,  it  would  seem,  those 
interests  in  Spain.  In  him  were  centered 
the  hopes  of  absolutists^  and  the  perpe- 
tuity of  priestcraft. 

Kis  birtlij  his  titles,  crowds  and  courts  confess  ; 
Chaste  matrons  praise  him,  and  ^rave  bishops 
bless. 

Grave  bishops !  He  would  say  one  word 
on  that  subject.  He  trusted,  indeed  he 
knew,  he  was  by  no  means  wanting  in  at- 
tachment and  fidelity  to  the  establishment 
of  which  he  was  a  Christian  member,  and 
he  had  not  hesitated  to  profess  that  at- 
tachment, as  well  as  respect  and  forbear- 
ance, towards  the  heads  of  that  Church, 
in  places  and  at  times  when  it  was  not 
very  convenient  or  easy  for  him  to  do  so ; 
but  when  he  found  that  those  right  rev. 
persons,  who  had  declared  to  the  other 
House,  that  it  would  not  be  discreet  in  them 
to  legislate  for  the  better  observance  of  the 
Sabbath  (be  it  observed  he  did  not  quarrel 
with  them  for  that  opinion  so  delivered, 
still  less  with  the  very  eminent  person  from 
whom  it  proceeded);  whilst  at  the  same  mo- 
ment a  portion  of  that  right  reverend  Bench 
— happy  was  he  to  say  but  a  portion,  and 
that  not  headed  by  their  natural  leaders  or 
their  brightest  ornaments — did  not  find  it 
beyond  their  praise  or  beneath  their  care, 
not  merely  to  interpose  on  a  nice,  a  com- 
plicated question  of  worldly  policy,  but 
to  inculcate  greater  forbearance  on  the 
part  of  Britain  in  favour  of  a  cause  built 
upon  the  disregard  of  every  obligation, 
and  stained  by  the  Commission  of  every 
crime.  He  might  ask,  what  infatuation  in- 
duced them  to  convert  the  support  of  those 
who  were  most  ready  to  proffer  it  into  cold- 
ness and  alienation  ?  Into  the  many  col- 
lateral topics  which  might  sujcgest  them- 
selves in  the  present  posture  of  affairs,  he 
did  not  feel  it  his  duty  to  enter.  As  for 
any  apprehension  which  might  arise  re- 
specting a  permanent  change  in  the  system 
and  principle  of  government,  he  was  per- 
suaded, after  an  emphatic  declaration  by 
that  House  upon  theparticuiarpointat  issue, 


and  the  full,  and  precise,  and  satisCactofy 
declaration  of  his  noble  iriend,  the  Fo- 
reign Secretary  of  State,  the  other  n^t 
that  no  person  could  take  it  into  his  head 
to  conceive  that  any  serious  conseqaence; 
could  possibly  follow  from  so  preposterous 
and  absurd  a  matter.    Weightier  and  moR 
serious  affairs  awaited  their    deliberatin 
and  decision ;  and  whilst  they  proceeded 
to  encounter  these  with  alt  the  care  vd 
consideration  they  demanded,    he  ooni- 
dently  trusted   that  no  efforts  of  pattj 
tactics,  or  of  ambition  could  distract  tboM; 
who,  in  the  moment  of  need,  would  foim 
the  stoutest  rampart  against  reTDlutka, 
from   that  march  of  steady  impfovemeM 
in  which  at  present  reposea  the  only  pro- 
spect of  our  national  safety- 
Sir  Henry  Hardinge  conceived  that  Ik 
best  apology  to  the  House  for  trespamg 
on  their  notice  would  be  fornished  by  the 
fact  of  his  long  acquaintance   with  asd 
residence  in  the  country  alluded  to ;  bis 
having  worn  the  uniform  of  Portugal,  asd 
having  had  the  command  of  a  brigade  of 
Portuguese,  than  whom  he  knew  no  allies 
more  faithful  or  soldiers  more  brave  and 
gallant.    They  were  not    called   on  to 
decide  on  the  character  of  Don  Miguel  or 
of  Don  Pedro,  and  of  the  cruelties  tod 
miseries  he  inflicted  on  the   PortugQese 
people.     He  should  not  enter   into  tbe 
comparative  merits  of  the  two  brothen; 
that  was  not  the    question   here.    The 
question  was,  whether  the  British  Go- 
vernment had  acted  fairly  towards  the 
Portuguese  government?  Had  they  falfilkd 
the  stipulations  of  strict  neutrality  whidi 
had  been  promised  by  his  Majesty  in  ha 
speech  from  the  Throne  ?    The  questioa 
for  them  was,  had  strict  neutrality  been 
observed,  or  had  it  not  ?     His   hon.  and 
gallant  friend  did  not  attempt  a  direct 
defence  of  the  present  Government.     He 
defended  them  merely  by  recrioiinatios; 
by  an  attack  upon  the  conduct  of  the  lau 
Government;  and  he  asked,  what  had  the 
former  Government  done  ? — and  instanced 
the  conduct  of  a  British  army  sent  out  to 
Portugal.    For  an  answer  to  these  ob- 
servations he  might  refer  his  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  to  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Palmerston),  who  was  in    offict 
when  Mr.  Canning  sent  troops  out  to 
Portugal.    He  was  ready  to  admit  that 
it  was  perfectly  consistent  in  his  hon.  aod 
gallant  friend  to  advocate  the  propriety 
and  justice  of  permitting  the  Poitugue$« 
to  be  assisted  from  this  oouutry,  and  of 
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allowing  tioops^  arms,  and  ammanition  to 
be  sent  out  to  them  from  the  British 
ports.    This  was  perfectly  consistent  in 
liim,  because  he  maintained    the  same 
principle  before  the  passing  of  the  Foreign 
EnliStiDent  Bill.    The  present  Ministers, 
however*  could  not  justify  themselves  in 
the  same  way,  because  it  was  their  duty 
to  enforce  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Bill. 
In  fact  his  hon.  friend,  from  the  begin- 
ning to   the   end  of  his   speech,   had 
said   nothing   to  vindicate  the  conduct 
of  Ministers,  and  he  thought  he  should 
be  able  to  show  that  they  had  acted 
with    partiality     towards    Don    Pedro. 
This  might  be  a  merit  in  the  eyes  of  his 
hon.  and  gallant  friend,  but  it  was  not  in 
his.    If  it  was  right  in  a  case  of  disputed 
succession  to  permit  men  to  be  enlisted 
here  for  one  of  the  parties,  even  to  sweep 
the  poorhouses,  as  they  lately  heard — if  it 
was  right  to  permit  arms  and  ammunition 
to  be  sent  out— if  this  was  once  allowed 
they  would  soon  see  the  harbours  of  this 
country  converted  into  nests  of  pirates, 
to  the  disgrace  of  the  nation  and   the 
annoyance  of  every  civilised  state.    With 
regard  to  Don  Miguel,  he  never  did  say, 
and  never  should  say,  any  thing  in  his 
favour.     It  would   be    difficult,    indeed 
almost  impossible,  to  vindicate  his  conduct. 
But  what  was  Don  Pedro  himself?    Was 
be  without  reproach  ?    He  believed  that 
he  was  in  reality  the  competitor  of  Don 
Miguel  for  the  throne  of  Portugal.    The 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Palmerston)  might  say 
that  Donna  Maria  was  the  person  entitled 
to  the  throne,  and  he  would  not  be  so 
ungallant  as  to  insinuate  that  she  was  not 
every  way  worthy  of  it.     He  would  say 
nothing  derogatory  to  the  claims  of  Donna 
Maria,  whom  from  all  he  had  heard,  he 
must  believe  to  be  a  most  amiable  young 
person.    He  believed,  however,  there  was 
no  person  of  common  sense  now  in  Europe 
who  believed  that  Donna  Maria  would 
become  Queen  in  the  event  of  Don  Pedro's 
success.    France  was  in  fact  the   pro- 
tectress of  Don  Pedro,  and  if  this  country 
assisted    in   forwarding  his  objects    the 
impolicy  of  such  conduct  must  eventually 
recoil    upon    themselves*     Were    there, 
however,  any  good  reasons  for  placing 
confidence  in  Don  Pedro  ?    It  appeared 
to  him  to  be  quite  the  contrary.    Don 
Pedro  was  the  constitutional  emperor  of 
Brazil.    How  long  after  his  recognition  of 
the  Constitution  did  he  endeavour  to  break 
it  ?    Tb«  codaequenoe  of  his  oonduct  was 


that  he  was  expelled  from  his  dominions. 
He  commenced  his  political  career  in 
South  America  by  an  attack  upon  the 
principles  of  American  independence  in  the 
La  Plata.  It  was  commenced  in  views  of 
ambition  and  it  ended  in  plunder.  How 
many  hundred  thousana  pounds  had 
British  merchants  lost  in  consequenc'e  of 
his  conduct  ?  He  invited  Germans  over 
to  the  Brazils  to  settle  as  colonists  there. 
About  600  went  in  consequence  of  this 
invitation,  but  they  were  very  soon  after 
pressed  into  his  service  in  the  army.  One 
of  these  Germans  for  some  alleged  offence 
was  punished  with  500  lashes.  What  was 
his  conduct  to  the  Irish  regiments  which 
had  been  crimped  into  his  service  ?  Hb 
last  act  in  the  La  Plata  was  one  of  plun- 
der; and  his  last  act  towards  the  people 
of  this  country  was  one  of  swindhng 
perpetrated  against  British  merchants, 
whose  money  he  diverted  from  the  objects 
for  which  it  was  advanced  to  personal 
purposes.  Had  he  then  any  personal 
merits  which  could  induce  them  to  treat 
him  favourably?  They  certainly  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  honour  or  the 
personal  merits  of  either  of  the  brothers. 
Their  first  consideration  ought  to  be  what 
was  the  conduct  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  what  was  their  duty?  The 
King  in  his  Speech  had  pledged  himself 
not  to  interfere,  but  to  observe  a  strict 
neutrality.  Now  was  this  done?  He 
must  say,  that  he  could  not  give  credit  to 
the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Palmerston)  for  the 
observance  of  a  strict  neutrality.  He  felt 
convinced  that  interference  of  a  most 
direct  kind  had  taken  place,  and  was 
permitted.  He  might,  in  the  first  instance^ 
mention  the  case  of  the  three  vessels 
which  were  permitted  to  leave  the  shores 
of  this  country.  The  proofs  brought  be- 
fore the  Commissioners  were  so  strong 
that  the  vessels  were  detained.  Govern- 
ment, however,  gave  directions  for  their 
immediate  release.  He  had  seen  upon 
this  point  the  opinions  of  several  of  the 
most  eminent  legal  characters,  and  they 
all  entertained  no  donbt  that  if  adjudica- 
tion had  taken  place  these  vessels  would 
have  been  condemned.  Where  was,theny 
the  neutrality  ?  This  surely  did  not  prove 
it.  But  this  was  not  all.  Not  less  than 
1,600  recruits  were  recently  sent  out  to 
Don  Pedro  from  British  ports.  Captain 
Napier  being  the  avowed  agent  in  the 
business.  Was  this  neutrality?  Was  it 
ocutrality  to  permit  2,000  or  3,000  Fiendi 
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troops  lo  arrive  upon  the  Bhoree  of  Eng*- 
landi  and,  Ihough  they  did  not  laadi 
allow  il)^m  to  sail  for  Portugal  to  assist 
Doo  Pedro  ?  Could  facU  of  this  kind 
leave  any  doubt  whatever  upon  the 
subject?  He  could  name  not  less  than 
six  or  seven  Members  of  that  House  to 
whom  Captain  Napier  openly  and  plainly, 
as  was  natural  to  expect  from  a  person  of 
his  profession^  admitted  the  object  for 
which  the  men  were  raised.  This  he  ad- 
mitted in  the  United  Service  Club.  If 
neutrality  meant  impartiality,  surely  this 
was  not  neutrality.  He  did  not  pretend 
to  be  an  etyroologbt ;  but,  according  to 
the  best  English  authorities}  he  believed 
neutrality  meant  giving  assistance  to 
neither..  It  was  not  derived  from  ambo^ 
but  from  neuter ^  and  meant,  as  he  should 
suppose,  not  that  we  were  to  aidboth,  but 
that  we  were  to  aid  neither.  He  had  the 
great  authority  of  Sir  William  Scott  for 
that  meaning  of  the  word  neutrality.  He 
said  neutrality  meant  the  withholding 
assistance  from  both  parties,  and  in  his 
speech  on  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Bill 
said  the  object  of  it  was  to  prevent  such 
acts  of  assistance  to  any  of  two  belligerent 
parties  as  might  involve  them  in  difBculties 
with  other  states.  The  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Palmerston),  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Control,  and  the  Judge  Advocate  voted 
for  that  Bill,  and  of  course  approved  of 
the  objects  which  were  contemplated  by 
it.  The  Judge  Advocate  upon  that  occa- 
sion, examined  the  opinions  of  Bynker- 
shoek.  He  proved  Bynkershoek*s  authority 
to  be  wrong  or  misquoted;  and  as  to 
Vattel,  he  quoted  him  as  saying,  **  Shall  I 
sufler  the  neutral,  under  a  pretended 
neutrality,  to  do  me  all  the  mischief  in 
his  power  ?  No,  the  law  of  nature,  the 
law  of  nations,  obliges  me  to  be  just,  but 
does  not  condemn  us  to  be  dupes.''*  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  then  added  on  that 
4x:casion — *  A  strict  fulfilment  of  our 
'  engagements  is  due  to  Spain ;  otherwise 

*  Spain  may  turn  round  and  say,  **  you 
'  call  me  base,  and  abject,  and  degraded ; 
'  but  if,  after  having  plighted  to  me  your 

*  neutrality,  and  while  professing  to  keep 
'  that  promise  you  keep  it  only  to  the 
'  ear;  if, safe  in  your  pretended  neutrality, 
'  you  take  advantage  of  my  weakness  to 
'overwhelm  me;  and  all  this  while  you 

*  are  affecting  a  nu>re  than  ordinary  feeU 
'  bg  for  the  rights,  the  interests,  and  the 

^  Hansard,  xl.  p,  1246. 


^  *  honour  of  nations,  theji,  however  baie, 

*  and  abject,  and  degraded  1  may  be,  I 
'  shall  have  the  consolation  of  kno»io| 
'  that  there  is  one  European  governmcDi 
'  which  has  sunk  itself  to  a  poiui  so  low 

*  as  to  incur  the  just  reproaches  even  of 
'  the  degenerate  kingdom  of  Spainl**  Now 
when  his  Majesty  said  in  his  speech  ihst 
he  had  not  and  should  not  interferai  whst 
inference  were  they  to  draw  ftnm  wdi 
facts  as  those  he  stated  1  Waa  it  neutialttj 
to  allow  Don  Pedro  to  draw  from  lbs 
country  men,  arms^  and  ammunition  ?  He 
might  be  told  that  it  was  done  not  bj 
Government,  but  by  BritisL  merchants,  is 
the  pursuit  of  commercial  omecU.  Sup* 
pose  Spaia  were  to  permit  the  merchaati 
of  Cadiz  to  fit  out  vessels  to  convey  mec 
and  arms  to  the  assistance  of  Don  Migael, 
would  it  be  considered  as  neutrality  ?  n  bj 
was  Lord  William  tlussell  sent  out  to  tU 
frotitiers  of  Spain  but  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  whether  any  troops  were  coliectiaf 
there  to  send  to  the  assistance  of  Doe 
Miguel  ?  Though  they  had  no  offictsl 
papers  upon  the  subject  laid  upon  tke 
Table,  it  was  highly  probable,  from  tbc 
document  published  by  M.  Zea  Bermudei, 
that  a  strict  neutrality,  as  regarded  both 
the  contending  parties  in  PortugaL  hsil 
been  agreed  upon  between  Spain  ana  this 
country.  Spain  fulfilled  her  part  of  the 
engagement,  but  he  believed  it  would  bs 
very  difficult  to  prove  that  Enfi^land  had 
done  the  same.  Don  Pedro  had  bees 
now  in  Oporto  with  his  troops  for  nearij 
twelve  hionths.  If  the  Portuguese  natioa 
were  favourable  to  the  cause  his  daughtn 
must  by  this  time  have  been  on  the  throne 
of  PortugaL  On  the  contrary,  however, 
tliere  yet  appeared  not  the  least  reason  to 
doubt  the  fiaelity  of  Don  MigueVs  troops. 
Had  Don  Pedro  been  the  favourite  of  the 
people  they  would  ere  this  have  risce 
en  mease  and  placed  him  or  his  daughter 
on  the  throne.  It  was  quite  a  matter  of 
indilTerence  to  him  whether  Don  Pediv 
or  Don  Miguel  were  successful ;  but 
he  entertained  friendly  feelings  towards 
the  Portuguese  people,  and  he  did  not 
like  to  see  so  many  wrongs  and  miseries 
inflicted  on  them.  It  would  be  diffi- 
cult for  the  Ministers  to  defend  tbcir 
conduct.  To  call  it  neutrality  was  peltry 
and  pettifogging.  He  could  assure  his 
noble  friend  (Lord  Palmerston)  that 
he  used  these  words  with  precaution  and 
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dellbemtioili  They  wete  nd  his  words ; 
they  were  the  wonls  used  by  Mr.  Can- 
ning in  a  speech  delivered  by  him  on 
April  16,  18523,  when  Lord  Althorp 
moted  the  repeal  of  the  Foreign  Enlist- 
ment Bill.  'If  1  wished;  said  Mr. 
Canning,  '  fo^  a  guide  in  a  system  of 
^  neutrality,  I  should  take  that  laid  down 
*  by  America  in  the  days  of  the  Presi- 
dency  of  NVashington  and  the  Secretary- 
ship of  Jefferson.  In  1793  complaints 
were  tnade  to  the  American  Government^ 
that  French  ships  were  allowed  to  fit 
out  and  arm  in  American  ports,  for  the 
purpose  of  attacking  British  vessels,  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  laws  of  neutrality. 
Immediately  upon  this  representation  the 
American  government  held  that  such  a 
fitting  out  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
neutrality,  and  orders  were  issued  pro- 
hibiting the  arming  of  any  French  vessel 
in  American  ports.  I  do  not  now  pre- 
tend to  argue  in  favour  of  a  system  of 
neutrality  s  but,  it  being  declared  that 
we  intend  to  remain  neutral.  I  call  upon 
the  House  to  abide  by  thai  declaration 
so  long  as  it  shall  remain  unaltered.  No 
matter  what  ulterior  coarse  we  may  be 
inclined  to  adopt — no  matter  whether  at 
some  ulterior  period  the  honour  and 
interests  of  the  country  may  force  us 
into  a  war — still,  while  we  declare  our- 
selves neutrali  let  us  avoid  passing  the 
strict  line  of  demarcation.  When  war 
comes,  if  come  it  must,  let  us  enter  into 
it  with  all  the  spirit  and  energy  which 
becomes  us  as  a  great  and  independent 
nation.  That  period,  however,  1  do  not 
wish  to  anticipate,  and  much  less  desire 
to  hasten.  If  a  war  must  come,  let  it 
come  in  the  shape  of  satisfaction  to  be 
demanded  for  injuries/  of  rights  to  be 
asserted,  of  interests  to  be  protected,  of 
treaties  to  be  fulfilled;  but,  in  God*s 
nSMe,  let  it  not  come  on  in  the  paltry 
pettifogging  way  of  fitting  out  ships  in 
oar  harbours  to  craize  for  gain.  At  all 
events  let  the  country  disdain  to  be 
sneaked  into  a  war.  Let  us  abide 
strictly  by  our  neutrality,  as  long  as  we 
mean  to  adhere  to  it ;  and  by  so  doing 
we  shall)  in  the  event  of  any  necessity 
for  abandoning  that  system,  be  the  better 
able  to  enter  with  efllect  upon  any  other 
coorse  which  the  policy  of  the  country 
may  require.'  *  He  would  also  say  with 
Mr.  Catining,  if  the  necessity  for  war 
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should  arrive,  let  us  act  straightforward  i 
let  not  the  honour  of  the  country  and  the 
good  faith  of  the  King  be  compromised  by 
allowing  acta  which  were  an  open  breach 
of  neutrality.  It  did  not  appear  to  him 
Uiat  they  bad  acted  with  good  faith  to- 
wards Spain,  if,  as  M.  Zea  Bermudet 
asserted,  Spain  had  acted  with  good  faith 
in  preventing  any  succours  from  reaching 
Don  Miguel  through  that  country.  His 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  (Colonel  Davies) 
contended,  that  men,  arms,  and  ammnni- 
tion  might,  withotit  any  breach  of  neu- 
trality,  be  despatched  horn  the  shores  of 
England  to  assist  Don  Pedro;  but^  in 
answer  to  his  argument,  he  would  refer 
him  to  the  opinions  maintained  by  Minis* 
ters  themselves  upon  this  point.  His  hon» 
and  gallant  friend  said,  that  what  occurred 
in  another  place  originated  in  party 
motives.  He  knew  nothing  of  what  oc- 
curred there,  or  what  was  irttended,  until 
it  took  place ;  bat  he  believed  that  the 
noble  individual  who  brought  forward  the 
subject  was  utterly  incapable  of  any  left- 
handed  course  for  the  purpose  of  attaining 
either  a  personal  or  a  political  object. 
There  was  not  living  a  person  more  direct 
and  straightforward.  It  had  been  said  iu 
another  plauCi  that  a  gallant  friend  of  his 
(Sir  John  Campbell)  bad  used  language 
towards  the  British  Government  and  the 
Sovereign  unbecoming  a  British  soldier. 
He  commanded  a  regiment  of  cavalry 
during  the  Peninsular  war;  he  subse- 
quently married  in  Portugal,  and  filed 
his  residence  there,  for  he  was  attached  to 
the  people,  as  every  person  must  be  who 
knew  them.  As  to  his  speaking  dis- 
respectFully  of  Ministers,  Sir  John  Camp- 
bell was  not  the  only  person  who  did  so. 
If  Ministers  frequented  the  places  he  did, 
thev  would  have  frequent  opportunities 
of  hearing  themselves  spoken  of  in  the 
same  way  by  as  honourable  a  set  of  men 
as  any  living,  and  men,  he  believed,  as 
unbiassed  in  their  politics,  as  any  in  the 
country.  If  they  had  any  btasj  it  was  to 
the  free  and  open  expression  of  their 
opinions.  His  friend  Sir  John  Campbell 
was  a  loyal  man  and  a  brave  officer,  whom 
he  believed  utterly  incapable  of  saying 
anything  disrespectful  of  a  high  and 
sacred  person,  and  without  further  au- 
thority he  could  not  believe  that  he  used 
such  language.  He  would  again  repeat, 
that  it  did  not  become  the  British  Oovernr 
ment  to  keep  the  people  of  Portugal  so 
long  in  a  state  of  high  political  excitfi 
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Metit.  Let  not  mockery  and  insult  be 
added  to  their  other  snfTertngs  by  saying 
that  neutrality  was  observed.  Let  Minis- 
ters nther  come  forward  boldly  at  once, 
and  say :  **  We  are  determined  to  give  you 
a  Queen,  and  you  shall  have  no  Sovereign 
bat  of  our  appointment." — He  should 
oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  Robinson  BSLid,  thai  the  other  House 
of  Parliament  had  a  right  to  express  its 
opinion  on  this  subject ;  and  having  exer- 
cised its  undoubted  and  constitutional 
privilege,  it  was  neither  necessary  nor 
expedient  to  bring  forward  a  motion 
like  the  present,  the  direct  tendency  of 
which  was  to  place  the  Commons  in 
collision  with  the  Lords.  Unless  great 
temper  and  moderation  were  observed  in 
both  Houses,  such  a  crisis  would  be 
unavoidable,  and  the  effect  must  be,  to 
embarrass  any  government  that  could  be 
formed.  His  gallant  colleague  did  not 
deny  the  right  of  the  Lords  to  form  and 
express  an  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
Portugal — ^why,  then,  call  upon  the  Com- 
'mons,  in  the  midst  of  public  business,  to 
agree  to  a  vote  which  was  meant  to  cast  a 
slur  upon  the  other  House  ?  Besides,  he 
objected  to  the  Motion  on  the  ground  that 
it  expressed  approbation  of  the  judicious 
course  pursued  by  Ministers  in  tlbe  affairs 
of  Portugal  in  the  absence  of  any  in- 
formation on  the  subject.  He  regretted, 
therefore,  that  he  could  not  agree  in  his 
gallant  colleague's  proposition.  He  depre- 
cated such  a  vote,  on  the  ground  that  it 
went  not  only  to  bring  the  Commons  into 
collision  with  the  Lords,  but  because  its 
effect  must  be  to  create  a  feeling  in  the 
minds  of  Peers  that  there  existed  in  that 
House  of  Parliament  a  disposition  to 
interfere  unnecessarily  with  the  privileges 
of  the  other.  It  had  been  stated,  that 
there  was  a  short  road  by  which  to  settle 
the  question.  Undoubtedly  there  was  a 
short  road  from  the  top  of  a  precipice 
to  the  bottom,  but  it  might  not  be  wise  to 
take  it  Was  it  a  wise  thing  to  accelerate 
a  collision  between  two  branches  of  the 
Legislature  ?  In  the  contest  now  carrying 
on  In  Portugal,  one  party  had  been 
favoured  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other. 
He  feared  the  result  would  be,  that  we 
should  not  acquire  the  respect  or  goodwill 
of  either  party.  Don  Miguel  was  naturally 
•dissatisfied  at  our  conduct,  and  the  friends 
of  Don  Pedro  did  not  think  we  had  gone 
fhr  enough  in  their  favour.     He  could 

filerprtt  that  stgoificant  look  and  cheer 


of  the  right  hon;  Secretary — tbey  impEed 
that  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  party  of 
Don  Pedro  was  a  proof  of  the  neuti^rty 
of  Government.  But  all  be  (Mr.  RobiB- 
son)  contended  for  was,  that  oar  condoct 
had  been  such  as  to  alienate  froni  us  the 
Portuguese  of  both  parties.  He  did  not 
know  that  Miguel  was  a  usurper,  hot  he 
was  undoubtedly  a  perjurer,  and  dis- 
entitled to  respect  or  support.  Tberefbit 
he  (Mr.  Robinson)  did  not  pursue  his  pre- 
sent course  from  any  wish  to  side  with 
Don  Miguel.  The  Government,  how- 
ever, had  offered  to  recognize  Miguel  if  hr 
would  declare  an  amnesty.  He  did  oa 
know  whether  the  present  Govemmeot 
made  that  offer,  but  unfdoubtedly  the 
former  Government  did.  He  thought  thai 
when  Miguel  assumed  the  supreme  power, 
the  British  Government  of  the  day  mi|:fat 
have  displaced  him,  and  that  it  would 
have  saved  considerable  embarrassment, 
which  subsequently  occurred,  if  thb  course 
had  been  adopted.  However,  he  did  not 
know  that  Don  Miguel  might  not  be  as 
fit  to  govern  Portugal  as  Loaia  Philippe 
was  to  govern  France.  It  appeared  that 
there  was  great  difference  of  opinion,  not 
only  on  domestic  questions,  but  os 
questions  of  foreign  policy,  between  the 
two  great  branches  of  the  Legislature. 
When  they  saw  such  differences  existing* 
and  there  was  no  denying  that  they  did 
exist,  the  greatest  possible  evil  might  be 
occasioned  by  bringing  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament  mto  collision.  He  repeated, 
that  the  existence  of  such  differences  of 
opinion  was  not  to  be  denied.  The  nobk 
Lord,  the  member  for  Devonshire,  the 
other  night  stated  that  they  were  not  oolj 
called  upon  to  express  their  opinions  os 
this  subject,  but  that  they  were  called 
upon  to  express  an  opinion  dtametH* 
cally  opposite  to  that  of  the  House  of 
Lords  upon  it.  Now,  he  would  ask  hon. 
Gentlemen,  what  would  be  gained  hy  their 
coming  to  such  a  vote  that  night?  He 
looked  to  the  votes  of  that  House,  as  tbev 
affected  the  country, '  and  he  would  agats 
ask  what  would  be  gained  for  the  country 
by  their  coming  to  such  a  vote?  He 
might  be  mistaken  in  his  opinions,  but 
they  were  opinions  honestly  and  sincertfv 
entertained.  He  would  now  consider  such 
a  vote  as  it  affected  the  future  policy  of 
the  country  and  his  Majesty *s  Ministers. 
The  vote  to  which  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  had  come  called  upon  that 
House,  it  wai  said— S0|  indtedi  hit  galbmt 
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eoltea'gne  bad  contended — to  come  to  a 
vote  of  a  directly  opposite  description. 
NoWf  where  would  be  the  use  of  pbcing 
this  House  in  direct  collision  with  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  on  this  oc- 
casion ?    But  it  was  said,  that  if  they  did 
not  do  so,  it  would  be  thought  by  the 
world  that  the  Commons  of  England  were 
opposed  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers,    Now 
it  was  well  known  to  the  world  that  the 
great  majority  of  that  House  supported 
the  views  and  measures  of  his  Majesty's 
Government ;  and  the  vote  to  which  his 
gallant  colleague  required  the  House  to 
come  was  not  necessary  to  establish  that 
fact.    What,  he  would  repeat,  would  be 
gained  by  their  coming  to  such  a  vote  ? 
Would  it  not  have  a  tendency  to  create  an 
indisposition  amongst  many  noble  Peers 
towards  that  branch  of  the  Legislature  ? 
Would  it  not  be  said,  that  the  result  of 
such  a  vote  was  to  call  in  question  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  other  House 
of  Parliament  ?    For  his  part  he  could 
not  conceive  a  proceeding  more  unworthy 
of  the  Legislature*   Could  any  man  con* 
ceivc' anything  more  mischievous  to  the 
country  than  the  thus  gratuitously  bring- 
ing the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature 
into  collision  ?  Was  it  consistent  with  the 
dignity  of  that  House  to  act  in  such  a 
manner  ?    Would  it  be  wise  on  its  part  to 
do  so  ?  Were  they  to  set  such  a  dangerous 
and  undignified  example?    It  had  been 
stated  out  of  doors,  that  last  year  this 
House  had  come  to  a  resolution,  under 
analogous  circumstances,  opposed  to  the 
determination  of  the  House  of  Lords.    He 
(Mr.  Robinson)  was  one  of  those  who 
voted  in  the  majority  on  that  occasion, 
but  he  would  deny,  that  there  was  any 
analogy  between  the  two  cases.  The  case 
which  then  occurred  was  one  of  strong 
and  pressing  necessity.      His   Majesty's 
Ministers  had  tendered  their  resignations, 
and  it  was  understood  that  his  Majesty 
intended  to  accept   them*      Upon  that 
occasion,  thinking  that  it  was  necessary 
for  the  country  that  they  should  be  re* 
tained  in  office,  he  had  voted  in  the  ma- 
jority.   But  was  there,  he  would  ask,  the 
least  likelihood  of  a  change  of  Ministers 
now  ?    Was  it  not,  in  fact,  notorious,  that 
the  Government  would  continue  as  it  was 
at  present  constituted?  Where, then,  would 
he  the  use  of  coming  to  such  a  vote  as 
this  ?  This  Motion  called  upon  the  House, 
without  having  the  proper  parliamentary 
evidence  before  it,  to  declare  it  a»  its 


opinion,  that  the  conduct  of  his  Majeaty's 
Government  towards  Portugal  had  been 
wise  and  judicious.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Robin* 
son)  was  not  prepared  to  concur  in  a  vote 
of  that  kind;  and  if,  before  the  close  of  the 
debate,  no  other  hon.  Member  should  do 
so,  he  would  move,  as  an  amendment 
on  the  original  Motion,  the  prevtons  ques* 
tion. 

Lord  John  RusseU  said,  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  had 
expressed    opinions    upon    this  subject, 
which  he  had  no  doubt  were  sincere  and 
conscientious.    In  opposing  the  Motion, 
that  hon.  Member  had  laid  the  principal 
stress  of  his  argument  upon  the  danger 
of  that  House  coming  into  collision  with 
the  other  House  of  Parliament.    Before 
he  replied  to  that  part  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's speech,  he  would  just  advert  to 
some  other  points  that  had  arisen  in  the 
course  of  the  present  debate.    He  wonid 
not  say,  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  discuss 
the  character  of  Don  Miguel,  bnt  that 
character  had  been  so  often    discussed 
before,  that  it  required  but  little  iUus» 
tration  or  remark  to  set  it  in  its  true  light 
before  the  world.  Indeed*  he  dki  not  think 
that  it  was  at  all  necessary  to  add  a  word 
to  the  condemnation  which  had  been  pvo^ 
nounced  in  the  other  House  of  Parliament 
not  very  long  since  by  a  noble  Lord,  then 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  upon  the 
conduct  of  that  Prince,  whom  the  noble 
Lord  called  false,  cruel,  and  cowardly. 
There  could  not  possibly  be  imagined  any 
three  qualities  more  disgraceful— qualities 
which  could  more  degrade  a  roan  or  a 
Prince  than  those  which  had  been  then 
enumerated  by  the  noUe  Lwd  in  question 
as  distinguishing   the  character  of  Don 
Miguel.     He  would  not  say,  whether  or 
not  the  noble  Lord  had  expressed  himself 
in  unusually  strong  terms  in  that  instance, 
more    especially  considering    the  oflfee 
which  the  noble  Lord  held  at  the  tine ; 
but  this  he  would  say,  that  events  whidi 
had  happened  since  that  period  had  most 
completely  convinced  him  of  the  great 
discrimination  which  the  noble  Lord  then 
evinced  upon  the  subject.     He  would  not 
say  anything  further  regarding  the  charac- 
ter of  that  Prince  beyond  thist  that  it  was 
not  fair  to  assume  that  it  should  be  OMttcr 
of  indifference  to  us.    He  was  ready  to 
admit  that»  generally  speaking,  snob  was 
the    principle  which    should    guide  this 
country  in  such  cases,  and  had  we  no 
J  more  connexion  with  Portugal  ov  with 
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Don  Mieuel  than  the  Uait^  States  of 
Ameriea  nad,  it  would  have  been  perfeetly 
consistent  fe?  us  to  have  adopted  the  same 
eoufse  that  they  did  without  at  all  inquir* 
ing  into  the  character  of  Don  Miguel;  but 
when  it  was  recollected  that  Don  Miguel 
had  bound  himself  by  a  solemn  treaty  to 
this  country  and  its  allies,  that  he  came 
over  here,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
Sovereign  of  this  country  made  the  most 
solemn  promises  to  act  as  Regent  and  not 
as  Kinfr>  it  was  obvious  that  this  country 
was  called  upon^  in  justice  to  itself  and  te 
its  own  honour,  to  keep  a  strict  eye  upon 
his  character  and  conduct.  This  gross  vio- 
lation of  all  those  solemn  promises,  thus 
made  in  the  presence  of  the  Sovereign  of 
this  country,  was  the  reason  that  the  con- 
duct of  Don  Miguel  did  not,  as  it  ought 
not,  satisfy  this  country-*-was  the  reason 
that  he  had  not  entitled  himself  te  the 
good  opinion  of  this  country,  and  that  his 
recognition  had  been  delayed  up  to  the 
time  when  the  present  Ministers  came  into 
office.  They  then  found,  indeed,  that  the 
leoognition  had  bean  proposed  to  him  by 
their  piedeceasors  on  tlieoondition  that  he 
wonJd  grant  an  amnesty.  A  more  unfortu- 
nate proposition  there  surely  could  not 
have  been  made.  It  was  a  condition,  the 
fulfilment  of  which  required  at  least  the 
possession  of  good  iaith  and  humanity  on 
the  part  of  the  person  upon  whom  it  was 
imposed,  and  it  was  a  mere  mockery  to 
demand  such  a  condition  from  a  Pnnce 
who  was  notoriously  deficient  in  both  those 
requisite  qualifications.  The  question  thein 
was,  as  the  gallant  member  for  Worcester 
had  stated  it,  whether  since  that  period, 
as  we  had  not  acknowledged  Don  Miguel, 
we  had  not  preserved  that  neutrality  whieh 
we  were  oalled  upon  to  maintain  ?  Now, 
upon  the  subject  of  neutrality  and  the 
ronne  which  bad  been  pursued,  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether  or  noi  this  country  had, 
as  a  State,  furnished  assistance  to  either 
of  the  contending"  parties  ?  The  question, 
he  repeated,  was,  whether  the  State  had 
furnished  men,  arms,  or  equipments,  to 
both  parties,  or  to  either  of  them?  Now, 
no  one  would  dispute  the  necessity  of  the 
State,  when  determined  to  maintain  a  neu- 
trality, abstaining  from  furnishing  such 
assistance  to  either  of  the  contending 
paKies;  but  in  arguments  upon  this  ques- 
tion he  had  to  obsei*ve  that  the  State  was 
not  nnfrsquently  confounded  with  the 
subjeets  of  the  Stale.  Indeed,  he  had 
Aften  heaid  quotations  which  meant  no-i 


thing  mare  than  that  the  Stalft  akn^M  not 
assist  either  party,  applied  where  such  as 
application  was  most  erroneoua — nameh, 
to  the  case  of  the  subjects  of  the  Stsi« 
assisting  either  party.    With   reaped  » 
the  furnishing  the  munitions  and   equip- 
ments of  war  to  belligerent  parties  by  the 
subjects  of  the  State,  he  believed   that  t 
neutralitv  of  that  kind  had  never  been  the 
policy  of  this  country  :  he  believed  thai 
we  had  never  attempted  to  present  ow 
subjects  from  Airnishing  arms  and  annni- 
nition  to  either  party  engaged  in  a  oonteif 
with  regard  to  whiph  this  eeiinlry  as  a 
State  preserved  a  neutrality ;  and  he  «» 
convinced,  that  if  we  ever  attempted  te  do  ' 
so,  such  an  attempt  would  not  cmly  pRh 
duce  great  embarrassment  in  tiwle,  b« 
would  lead  i|s  into  actual  celNaion  will 
either   one  or  other  of  the  beN^gefesi 
parties.     If  we  were  to  say,  that  no  anas 
or  ammunition  should  go  to  Boenoa  Aym 
because  that  State  was  at  war  wNh  Peru, 
or  to  the  Pacha  of  Bgypt  because  be  vai 
at  war  with  the  Sultan,  sueh  a  determiBi- 
tion  would   lead  to  an  impoaaibility  sf 
avoiding  war.    It  bad  always  been  tkt 
praetice  of  this  country,  therefore^  to  aDsv 
stores  of  all  kinds  to  be  eiported«  and,  is 
this  instanoe,  certainly,  tbey   had  beoi 
most  impartially  obtained  by  both  pardes. 
If  we  allowed  stores  and  anmanHion  of 
war  to  go  out  to  Don  Pedro/ tbey  had  also 
been  allowed  to  go  out  to  Don  Miguel :  i 
large  quantity  was  sent  to  bin    by  thi 
TheHs.     He  received  by  that  eonveyaact 
600  shells  and  a  gun,  whieh  had  been  re* 
eently    purchased    at    Birmingham    for 
1,100/.,  and  within  the  last  three  wecb 
shells  had  been  dlsdiargad  from  that  gas 
upon  Oporto.     It  could  not  be  aaid,  that 
the  Government  was  bound,   because  it 
was  neutral,  to  interfere  and  prevent  thi 
sending  out  of  such  supplies.     The  inter* 
ference  would  be  sure  to  be  interpreted  hj 
one  party  or  the  other  as  an  act  ef  parttahu 
and  as  an    infringement   of   neutraKtjf. 
Although  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Bill  hsd 
been  passed  to  effect,  amongst  other  ob- 
jects, that  of  preventing  individuals  from 
supplying  belligerent  states  with  warKbe 
stores,  it  had  bMn  found  Impossible,  under 
its  provisions  to  carry  that  object  into 
effect.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
had  quoted  the  authority  of  Mr.  Canninf . 
Mr.  Canning  was  certainly  amongst  the 
most  forward  in  proeuring  die  passing  of 
the  Foreign  Enlistment  Bill«  but  what  hsd 
subsequently  happened  in  Mr*  Oannbg^ 
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time,  dufing  the  contest  between  Greece 
and  tlie  Porte  ?  Was  it  not  a  notorious 
fact  that  steam*boats  went  out  of  this 
country  with  supplies  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition for  the  Greeks  against  tlie  Porte  ? 
When  that  fact  was  mentioned  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  what  was  the  defence 
made  by  Mr.  Canning?  He  would  quote 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Canning  from  a 
pamphlet  which  professed  to  give  his  very 
vvoruson  that  occasion.  He  said :  "Steam- 
boats may  go»  but  they  must  go  without 
arms ;  and  so,  also,  may  arms  as  a  matter 
of  merchandise;  and  however  strong  a 
moral  credence  of  their  real  destination 
we  may  have,  by  law  we  cannot  stop  them." 
Mr.  Canning  said,  further,  *'  that  unless 
the  arms,  the  ammunitiou,  and  the  vessel 
went  out  together,  or  could  be  shown  to 
be  connected  together,  they  could  not  be 
stopped,"  In  fact,  Mr.  Canning  distinctly 
atated,  "That  if  the  parties  so  managed 
as  to  send  out  the  vessels^  and  the  ammu- 
nition and  arms  apart,  and  without  a  fiiced 
destination,  and  then  arranged  to  assemble 
and  to  combine  them  in  some  foreign  port 
it  was  impossible  for  the  Government  to 
prevent  their  doing  so.*'  It  was  clear,  then, 
that  it  was  notpossible»  under  the  Foreign 
Enlistment  Bill,  to  prevent  the  subjects  of 
•this  State  from  sending  out  to  either  party, 
for  the  sake  of  the  oauie,  or  for  the  sake 
of  profit,  such  munitions  and  equipments 
of  war.  He  next  came  to  the  case  of  the 
subjects  of  this  country  engaging  in  the 
service  of  a  foreign  power.  That,  he  be- 
lieved, was  the  case  as  regarded  the  vessels 
detained  by  the  Commissioners  of  Customs 
and  to  which  reference  had  been  made  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Those  vessels 
were  detained  under  an  order  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
nnent,  who,  having  been  informed  that  a 
question  bad  arisen  regarding  them,  the 
issue  of  which  was  doubtful,  ordered  them 
to  be  detained  until  it  was  determined. 
Th^  were  accordingly  detained  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Customs,  and  his  Majes- 
ty's Ministers  referred  the  case  to  the 
law  ofUcers  of  the  Crown  for  their  opinion 
upon  it.  The  King's  Advocate  and  the 
other  law  officers  of  the  Crown  to  whom 
the  cuse  was  referred  gave  it  as  their  opin- 
ion that  tlie  information  hi  this  instance 
was  top  vague  to  authorise  the  detention 
of  those  vessels.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man told  them  that  other  lawyers  had 
Siven  a  different  opinion.  He  (Lord  John 
lussell)  would  a|k  whether  the  Govenv- 


ment,  instead  of  asking  the  opinkm  of  the 
King's  Advocate,  and  of  the  Attorney  and 
the  Solicitor  Geneml,  should  have  eone  to 
that  learned  person  Sir CWetherelljand  to 
other  such  learned  persons  for  their  opinion 
upon  it?  Were  they  to  say  to  those 
learned  persons !  '*  We  care  not  for  the 
opinion  of  our  own  law  officers,  we  want 
your  opinion,  and  by  it  we  will  be  guided 
in  our  conduct  in  this  instance.''  The 
Government  certainly  could  not  be  aocused 
of  adopting  such  an  absurd  course  of  pro- 
ceeding. The  law  officers  of  the  Grown 
having,  then,  given  the  opinion  be  had 
mentioned,  nothing  was  left  to  his  Majes- 
ty's Ministers  but  to  tell  the  Commissioners 
of  Customs  to  let  the  vessels  depart.  They 
were  all  well  aware  that  in  the  more 
ancient  periods  of  our  history  it  had  not 
been  the  polioy  of  this  country  to  prevent 
its  subjects  from  engaging  in  the  servioe  6f 
foreign  states.  They — all  of  them  who  had 
heard  or  read  the  able  and  eloquent  speech 
of  Sir  James  Mackintosh  on  the  Foreign 
Enlistment  Bill — were  aware  that  in  the 
times  of  Elisabeth  and  of  James  1st,  such  a 
principle  as  that  of  preventing  the  subjects 
of  this  country  from  engaging  in  the  sep- 
vioe  of  a  foreign  power  nad  not  only  not 
been  acted  upon,  but  ref\ised  to  be  acted 
upon,  even  at  the  solicitation  of  Spain  and 
France-*-that  in  the  reign  of  James  1st, 
despite  the  remonstrances  of  Gondomar, 
the  Spanish  Ambassador,  troops  levied 
here  were  allowed  to  serve  in  Plandeito 
against  the  Spaniards,  and  that,  In  fine, 
to  use  the  words  of  his  lamented  and  elo- 
quent friend,  **  What  we  had  refused  to 
the  greatest  of  modern  military  tyrants 
and  despotic  Sovereigns — what  we  had 
denied  to  Louis  I4th,  and  tOi,Philip2nd — 
we  were  required  to  give  to  such  a  man  as 
Ferdinand  7th.''  *  These  was  no  doubt 
that  it  was  at  the  instance  of  the  Ambassa- 
dor of  Ferdinand  7th  that  the  Foreign  En- 
listment Bill  had  been  passed ;  but  before 
that  time  it  had  not  been  the  policy  of  this 
country  to  prevent  its  subjects  from  en- 
gaging in  the  service  of  a  foreign  power. 
He  might  mention  that  in  the  time  of 
Charles  2nd  the  Duke  of  Marlboreugb 
entered  a  foreign  service,  and  made  his 
6rst  campaign,  in  which  he  learned  the 
art  of  war,  under  the  celebrated  Turenne* 
The  first  time  that  the  new  principle^- that 
principle  on  which  the  Foreign  Enlistment 
Bill  was  founded — was  introduced  was  in 
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the  time  of  George  2nd,  and  then  it  was  in- 
troduced because  the  subjects  of  this  coun- 
try while  they  enfg^aged  nominally  to  serve 
under  Louis  15th,  really  engaged  to  serve 
under  the  Pretender.     It  was  to  prevent 
that,  the  29th  of  George  2nd  was  passed  ; 
and  while  the  first  part  of  that  Act  went 
to  prevent  the  subjects  of  this  country 
from  entering  the  service  of  the  French 
king,  which  it  declare^  to  be  disgraceful 
and  dishonourable,  the  second  part  of  it 
went  to  allow  the  subjects  of  this  country 
to  enter  the  Scotch  brigade  which   had 
been  raised  for  the  service  of  the  United 
Provinces;   thus,  instead  of  taking  away, 
acknowledging,  the  right  of  the  people  of 
this  country  to  enter  a  brigade  of  troops 
raised  for  the  service  of  a  foreign  power. 
Suppose  that  the  United  Provinces  had  at 
that  period  gone  to  war  with  Prussia,  or 
with  Russia,  and  that  it  was  then  argued 
that  this  country  had  violated  its  neutrality 
because  the  Scotch  brigade  in  the  service 
of. the  first-named  power  had  been  re- 
cruited from  amongst  its  subjects,  there 
was  little  doubt   that  the  Ministers   of 
George  2nd  would  have  at  once  repudiated 
and  scouted  such  a  doctrine.     Since  the 
passing  of  the  Foreign  Eolistment  Bill, 
assistance  had  been  given  by  subjects  of 
this  realm  to  Greece  and  South  America. 
Had  the  persons  who  had  thus  entered  the 
service  of  foreign  states  been  punished  for 
a  misdemeanour  under  that  Bill?    Had 
not  his  gallant  friend  Sir  Robert  Wilson, 
who  with  his  own  hands  had  pointed  the 
guns  at  the  defence  of  Corunna  against* 
the  French,  been  subsequently  restored  to 
his  rank  of    Lieutenant-general  in    the 
British  army,  notwithstanding  the  offence 
which  he  had  committed  in  violating  the 
provisions  of  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Bill  ? 
He  quoted  that  instance  because  it  had 
occurred  during  the  existence  of  the  late 
Administration.     Under  the  present  Go- 
vernment a  noble  Lord  had  been  restored 
to  his  rank  in  the  Navy,  though  he  also 
had  violated  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act. 
When,   therefore,   persons  of  such  high 
rank — Generals  ana  Admirals — were  not 
punished  for  doing  so,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  punish  soldiers,  mere  privates,  for 
having  entered  a  foreign  service.    The 
right  non.  Gentleman  opposite  had  praised 
Sir  John  Campbell.    Now  he  (Lord  John 
Russell)  did  not  think,  with  the  exception 
of  Sir  John  Campbeirs  having  the  good 
fortune  of  having  a  Portuguese  wife,  that 
his  case  and  that  of  Admiral  Sartorius, 


differed  in  the  slightest  degree.  It  ap- 
peared, indeed,  to  him,  that  both  tboie 
officers  might  very  well  pair  off*  together; 
and  those  two  instances  proved  that  hb 
Majesty's  Ministers,  instead  of  having  bec£ 
guilty  of  partiality,  had  been  most  cam- 
pletely  anddecidedly  neutral  id  referenct  i. 
this  contest  When  he  said  tbey  were  .&• 
partial  in  reference  to  this  contest,  he  vii 
ready  to  say,  at  the  same  time,  that  be  fuH^ 
participated  in  the  sentiment  expressed  dt 
Mr.  Canning  on  theoccasionof  the  Freorl! 
invasion  of  Spain,  when  he  prayed  for  tU 
success  of  the  Spaniards  against  their  iur^ 
ders.  In  the  same  spirithe  d  id^uo  t  feel  it  tob« 
improper  or  unbecoming  to  express  avsi 
in  a  British  Parliament,  though  it  was  err 
policy  to  remain  neutral  in  a  coaw: 
between  cruelty  and  bigotry  on  the  ou 
hand,  and  liberal  opinions  and  libera, 
institutions  on  the  other,  that  the  c» 
side,  the  side  of  liberty  and  toleratkn. 
should  prevail  over  the  other.  He  »t 
willing  to  grant  to  the  right  hon.  Geotle- 
man  the  cases  which  he  had  quoted  agaio^ 
Don  Pedro;  but  the  statement  as  to  Dos 
Pedro's  flogging  a  young  soldier,  badv 
it  was,  would  not  bear  comparison  vi*i 
the  well-authenticated  stories  which  tbey 
had  heard  of  Don  Miguel.  Having  ncv 
disposed  of  the  question  of  aeutralit*. 
which  he  trusted  he  had  shown  iu 
Majesty's  Government  had  strictly  ftt- 
served  in  this  case,  he  came  to  the  poiitf 
to  which  he  had  referred  in  the  £rr 
instance  —  he  meant  that  which  had  beec 
raised  by  the  hon.  member  for  Worctsta 
(Mr.  Robinson).  That  hon.  Gentleman 
intimated  that  great  danger  would  resu* 
from  coming  to  such  a  vote  as  the  pTv- 
posed  one  to-night — namely,  a  coIIi&kb 
with  the  House  of  Lords.  If  such  i 
collision  should  occur,  it  was  not  to  i&r 
hon.  Member's  colleague  (Colonel  Davi< 
that  the  blame  was  to  attach.  In  thr. 
case,  he  thought  that  the  House  of  Lordi, 
having  declared  an  opinion^  which  it  af^ 
peared  to  him  that  they  had  done,  b  iV 
way  of  a  censure  upon  the  late  condoct  ci* 
his  Majesty's  Government  in  reference  u 
Portugal,  it  devolved  on  the  House  o. 
Commons,  under  such  circumstances,  dt- 
agreeing  as  it  did  from  that  opioioQ. 
to  address  his  Majesty,  as  it  Lad  on 
undoubted  right  to  do,  also  upon  the 
subject.  Instead,  therefore,  of  that  Hoos^ 
placing  itself,  as  the  hon.  Member  necon 
mend^,  exactly  in  the  same  uentri.' 
position  that  the  country  stood  in  between 
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Don  Pedro  and  Don  Miguel,  he  thought, 
after  what  had  occurred,  that  there  could 
be    no  objection  to  their  carrying  up  to 
the   Throne   their  sentiments  upon    this 
€|ucslion,  whether  they  were  in  accordance 
with  those  of  the  hon.  member  for  Wor- 
cester, who  brought  forward  the  Motion, 
or  wlielher  they  were  in  accordance,  which 
was  rather  improbable,  with  the  sentiments 
expressed  by   his  hon.   colleague.     But 
whether  the  sentiments  of  the  majority  of 
the  House  coincided  with  those   of  one 
hon.   Member  or  of  the    other,  it  was 
not  fair  to  say,  that  that  House,  in  carry- 
ing up  its  sentiments  to  the  Throne,  could 
be  considered  as  at  all  interfering  with 
the  other  House  of  Parliament.  He  denied, 
that  in  doing  so  they  would  be  seeking  to 
provoke  a  collision  with   the  House  of 
Lords.    The  great  object  of  his  conduct — 
and  the  same  had  been  the  object  of  all  his 
colleagues,  but  he  had  been  placed  pro- 
minently forward  in  regard  to  the  measures 
to  which  he  was  about  to  refer — the  great 
object  in  all  his  former  conduct  had  been 
to  prevent  the  chance  of  such  a  collision ; 
and  if  in  certain  measures  he  had  confined 
himself  within  certain  restrictions— if  he 
had    abstained    from    pressing    forward 
opinions  which  were  deep-seated  in  his 
breast — if  he  had  abstained  in  any  instance 
from    carrying    into    effect    views    and 
opinions  which,  the  more  he  considered 
them,  the  more  he  was  convinced  of  their 
being  most  essential  to  the  happiness, 
prosperity*  and  welfare,  of  this  country, 
let   the   House,  let  hon.  Gentlemen  be 
assured   that   he    did   not  decline   then 
urging  those  views  in  consequence  of  any 
change  that  had  taken  place  in  his  opinions, 
or  in  consequence  of  any  wish  to  preserve 
office  or  place,  but  because  he  saw  there 
was  no  chance  of  then  carrying  them  into 
effect  without  bringing  into  collision  the 
two  branches  of  the  Legislature — a  result 
which  no  men  should  wantonly  or  care- 
lessly bring  on,  and  which,  in  the  present 
condition  of  this  country,  would  be  a  very 
great  misfortune,  throwing  on  those  who 
governed  the  country  as  heavy  a  respon- 
sibility as  ever  fell  on  any  men.     These 
were  the  reasons  which  had  guided  his 
conductand  thatof  his  Majesty's  Ministers. 
He  did  not  think  that,  upon  this  occasion, 
they,  at  least,  could  be  reproached  with 
having  done  anything  that  was  likely  to 
bring  into  collision  the  two  branches  of 
the  Legislature.    They  had  pursued  that 
course  of  policy  with  regard  to  Portugal 
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which  they  thought  conducive  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  empire — they  had  acted  so 
as  to  preserve,  unstained,  the  honour  of 
the  country,  and  they  now  cheerfully  and 
fearlessly  appealed  to  the  vote  of  that 
House  to  prove  that  they  had  been  right. 
Captain  Yorke  denied,  that  the  instances 
to  which  the  noble  Lord  had  referred,  of 
assistance  being;  afforded  to  Greece  in  the 
time  of  Mr.  Canning,  were  at  all  ap- 
plicable to  the  present  case.  The  fact 
was,  that  the  masters  of  the  two  ships 
alluded  to  which  sailed  from  this  country 
in  1825,  were  afterwards  fined  by  Govern- 
ment  for  a  breach  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. He  was  himself  stationed  at  that 
time  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  on  coming 
up  with  a  convoy  which  had  been  fitted  out 
in  this  country,  and  which  was  destined 
for  the  assistance  of  the  Turks;  finding 
that  they  sailed  under  British  colours, 
though  he  was  not  in  sufficient  force  to 
take  them,  he  made  them  haul  down  the 
British  and  hoist  the  Turkish  colours. 
For  that  act  he  had  been  commended 
by  the  Admiralty,  and  he  understood  that 
Mr.  Canning  had  praised  his  conduct  on 
that  occasion.  The  Speech  from  the 
Throne  had  led  all  the  world  to  believe 
that  a  perfect  neutrality  was  to  be  pre- 
served, yet,  it  could  not  be  denied  that 
the  results  had  shown  that  a  war  had 
been  carried  on  against  Don  Miguel. 
Vessels  had  been  continually  leaving  the 
ports  of  this  realm,  and  it  was  impossible 
that  they  could  have  quitted  those  ports 
without  the  Government  being  cognizant, 
for  as  Customs  dues  were  to  be  paid,  every 
information  as  to  their  cargoes  and  destina- 
tion could  be  afforded  to  the  Government 
by  its  own  officers  in  the  various  ports  of 
the  kingdom.  But  he  (Captain  Yorke) 
wished  much  to  know  what  the  ships 
in  his  Majesty's  service  had  been  doing 
so  long  in  the  Douro?  Of  the  duty  those 
ships  were  performing,  the  Government 
could  not  be  uninfurmcd,  for  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  ( the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty )  must  have  been  regularly  in 
receipt  of  returns  from  the  officers  in 
command.  Every  vessel  leaving  the  ports 
of  this  country  must  be  provided  with 
a  clearance  and  manifest  of  her  cargo, 
as  the  House  could  not  but  know ;  and  it 
was  equally  well  known  that  any  variation 
between  the  contents  of  the  vessel  and 
those  documents  rendered  her  the  lawful 
prize  of  any  of  his  Majei^ty's  ships.  If 
his   Majesty *.4  fleets  in  the  Douro  had 
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been  made  use  of  for  the  purposes  of 
landing  the  munitions  of  war,  he  believed 
it  was  contrary  to  every  regulation  under 
which  a  British  officer  ought,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  act.  He  must  contend, 
notwithstanding  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Paymaster  of  the  Forces,  that 
neutrality  had  never  been  the  object  of 
his  Majesty's  Government.  How,  then, 
he  would  ask  the  House,  could  any  officer 
in  the  service  of  Don  Pedro  be,  with  any 
shadow  of  justice,  visited  in  the  manner 
that  Admiral  Sartorius  had  been  treated 
by  the  Government  of  this  country  ? 
Would  it  be  just,  in  the  same  way  to  meet 
an  officer  of  undoubted  courage  and  ex- 
perience who  had  taken  the  command  of  a 
recent  expedition  in  the  same  cause,  and 
who  had  made  a  declaration  that  he  would 
be  dead,  or  in  three  weeks  he  would  take 
Lisbon?  He  should  wish  to  know  from 
the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affiiirs,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
French  troops  taking  possession  of  Lisbon? 
Enough  had  already  been  seen  of  the 
effects  of  the  possession  by  the  French  of 
Algiers,  Ancona,  and  Belgium?  but  if 
Lisbon  should  get  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  he  was  satisfied  the  noble  Lord 
would  not  fec4  very  easy  with  such  a  state 
of  affairs.  He  believed,  that  the  vast 
majority  of  the  people  of  this  country  had 
no  disposition  to  surrender  the  rights  and 
privileges  which  they  enjoyed  in  commerce 
and  their  great  influence  over  the  seas, 
into  the  hands  and  dominion  of  their 
ancient  foes.  With  regard  to  the  ex- 
pedition under  Captain  Napier,  he  deemed 
it  right  to  state,  that  two  stcam>vessels 
had  sailed  from  Falmouth— the  Birming* 
haniy  with  200  English  volunteers,  and 
the  Britannia^  with  2.06  volunteers,  pos- 
sessing a  very  soldier-like  appearance,  and 
who  seemed,  as  wab  stated,  to  understand 
the  duties  of  a  soldier.  Now,  he  would 
maintain,  that  the  number  of  volunteers 
was  not  to  decide  the  question  of  a  main- 
tenance of  neutrality,  and  he  would  boldly 
ask  the  House,  whether,  even  if  that  num- 
ber, provided  with  ammunition,  so  lefl 
this  country,  a  strict  neutrality  was  main- 
tained ?  He  could  not  help  deeply  re- 
gretting that  this  question  was,  to  his 
surprise,  brought  forward  upon  the  present 
occasion,  more  to  try  the  comparative 
strength  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament, 
than 4  to  try  the  merits  of  the  question 
itself.  He  regretted  this  the  more,  because 
he  was  sure,  that  if  the  matter  was  placed 


on  abstract  principles,  and  w^s  not  biaaed 
by  party  feeling,  it  would,   9X  least,  mm 
with  a  calm  and  deliberate  considentioi. 
The  neutrality   which   bad  b^en  spokn 
and  boasted  of  by  the  noble  Lord  oppoa^ 
had,  he  must  again  insist,  not  been  ma/s- 
tained; and  he  could  not  doubt  the  objea 
of  the  nohle  Lord,  the  member  for  Devo&- 
shire,   when   he   improvidently   rose   \ht 
other  night  to  play  the  same  part  whki 
he  had  done  last  year.    The  noble  Loid 
had  again  introduced  his  conception  of  1 
collision  to  be  anticipated    between  \ht 
two  Houses  of  Parliament.     He  couM  ntf 
remain  quiet  after  hearing  the  noble  Loiri  [ 
opposite,   without  thus  giving  expre«iaB 
to  his  sentiments  on  this  interesting  wb-  : 
ject. 

Mr.    0*Connell    would     vote     for  tW 
Motion;  and  in  supporting  it»   as  it  io- 
plied  confidence  in  his  Majesty *ii  MinitfeOi 
nobody  would  suspect  him    of  any  io- 
terested  motives.     The  House  was  bom^ 
to  come  to  that  conclusion  if  they  oieaat 
to  support  neutrality.      What    was  tbe 
present  situation  as  to  neutrality  ?    h:^ 
they  not  a  vote  of  one  House  operattnf;  a 
favour  of  Don  Miguel?     He   said  yti\ 
the  other  House  had  given  the  pri vilei^e  d 
their  countenance,  as  fnr  as  it  went,  lo  Du< 
Miguel.     He  was  just  the  sort  of  penot 
for  the   Conservatives   to  take  ia  hand. 
The  hon.   Member  talked  of  a  ooUiaoa 
with  the  other  House,  but  who  began  it ' 
Why  the  other  House.     They    had  cha- 
racteristically taken  Don  MiguePs  part, 
and   had    placed   themselves   in    a   i^ 
position.    They  had  begun  the  battle  bf 
throwing  their  shield  over  Don   Mi^urJ 
and   his  policy.     It  was  admitted  cvts 
by  all  the  speakers  who  were  in  his  lavoar. 
that  he   was  a  U8ur|)er,  and    not   ooW 
a  usurper,  but  a  perjured  maOf   a  mur- 
derer, and   a  traitor  to   his   father  ao^ 
his    country.     That   was  the   man  otei 
whom  the  other  House  had  thrown  their 
shield — that  was  the  man  whose  eauae  tbf 
other  House  had  sanctified,  and  to  cestarr 
neutraljty,    they   ought  to   give   a  votf' 
on   the   other  side.     The   ReaoluCion  of 
that  House  ought  to  go  abroad  10  neu- 
tralize   the   vote  of  the  other,   and   be 
believed   it  would  have  quite   as  aioch 
moral  effect  as   the  vote  of  the  otbrr 
House.    The  country,  it  was  plain,  was 
divided  into  two  parties — the  party  vhick 
wished   to   reap  the  benefits  of  Relbnn, 
and  the  party  which  wished  to  witKhuld 
them.   The  Ministers  said^  that  they  wtr» 
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willing  to  give  the  people  those  beoefitfl, 
bat  they  could  not  go  90  far  as  they 
wished,  because  they  were  stopped  by  the 
party  opposed  to  all  Reform,  and  there 
must,  at  one  time  or  the  other,  be  a 
collision  between  these  parties.     If  there 
was  not  good   sense  enough  and  good 
temper  enough  in  the  party  opposed  to 
the  Government  and  to  Reform  to  eive 
way — if  they  could  not  read  the  signs 
of  the  times — if  they  would  expose  them- 
selves and  the  count rv  to  great  risks,  by 
not  giving  up  their  old  prejudices,  why  a 
collision  must  come.     "They  (said  Mr. 
O'Connelt)  have  begun  it,  and  we  will  not 
shrink  (Vom  it.  The  country  requires  fl*om 
tis  that  we  should  take  a  determined  part." 
The  Members  who  wished  to  defend  the 
country  from  disaster  and  avert  anarchy, 
should  support  the  Resolution.    That  was 
due  to  the  principle  of  improvement  in  our 
institutions,  to  which  the  majority  were 
bound.    What  was  it  the  Ministers  were 
charged  with?    They  were  not  charged 
with  having  supported  one  of  the  brothers ; 
they  were  not  charged  with  being  partizans 
of  either;  but  they  were  charged  that  they 
did  not  support  Don  Miguel.  They  did  not 
interfere,  nowever,  to  prevent  Don  Miguel 
coming  here  for  soldiers.     He  had  money, 
why  did  he  get  none?    Why,  not  one 
man  would  enlist  under  his  banners  as  a 
soldier.    He  could  not  get  a  single  soldier 
here,  though  he  might  get  great  Captains. 
There  was  not  an  English,  Scotch,  or 
Irish  fighting  man  who  would  serve  under 
such  a  man.     He  might  get  assistance 
from  another  quarter.     There  he  might 
get  churchmen  as  supporters.  He  thought 
he  saw  them  marching  forth,  with  their 
lawn  sleeves,  the  true  church  militant, 
going  to  aid  Don  Miguel.  What,  he  again 
asked,  was  the  amount  of  the  charge? 
Why,  simply  this — that  Don  Miguel  was 
so  bad  that  he  could   find  no  support. 
Tliere  was  not  one  person  who  had  spoken, 
who  did  not  admit  this  character.    The 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  (Sir  Henry 
Hardinge),  whom  everybody,  of  all  parties, 
respected,  had  taken  care,  with  the  true 
chivalrous  spirit  of  a  British  soldier,  not 
to  tarnish  his  high  character  by  saying 
that  he  approved  of  Don  Migtiel's  cha- 
racter.    Would  anything  have  been  said 
had  the  troops  which  had  gone  to  support 
Don  Pedro  been  enp:ngcd  in  pulling  down 
constitutional  doctrines  ?  Would  any  com- 
plaint have  been  made  had  the  troops 
gone  to  assist  Don  Miguel  f     He  recol- 


lected a  time  under  the  late  Government, 
when  Don  Pedro  was  engaged  against  the 
constitutionalists,  when  that  Government 
allowed  him  to  levy  troops  in  Ireland. 
Colonel  Cotter  and  Colonel  Baldwin  raised 
a  regiment  intended  for  the  service  of  Don 
Pedro.  They  did  it  openly^ — they  ap- 
pointed officers  and  gave  away  commis- 
sions, and  he  himself  had  two  of  these 
commissions.  The  whole  thing  was  public 
— it  was  known  and  not  hindered.  The 
men,  when  they  embarked,  indeed,  as- 
sumed the  character  of  husbandmen,  and 
took  a  few  husbandry  tools  with  them, 
but  they  took  a  great  number  more  mus- 
kets— six  or  seven  hundred.  It  was  said 
the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act  was  not  en- 
forced ;  but  how  was  legal  proof  of  its 
violation  to  be  obtained?  He  declared 
that  there  could  scarcely  be  legal  proof, 
unless  some  person  who  was  a  particeps 
cnmtnis  should  make  an  affidavit  of  the 
destination  and^mployment  of  the  vessels. 
Some  man,  then,  must  betray  the  cause 
he  had  sworn  to  support,  before  an  affi- 
davit affording  legal  proof  could  be  ob- 
tained. In  what  way,  too,  had  the  Act  of 
Pariiament  been  violated  ?  Why  it  was 
said,  that  some  poor-houses  had  been 
cleared.  He  wislied  more  of  them  had 
been  emptied.  He  was  glad  that  this 
class  of  men  expatriated  themselves.  It 
was  a  good  thing  that  they  risked  their 
necks  abroad  instead  of  staying  to  risk 
them  at  home  in  a  less  glorious  way.  They 
were  a  class  of  people  whom  every  Govern- 
ment might  be  glad  to  get  rid  of,  and  glad 
if  they  were  engaged  abroad.  They  carried 
no  capital  with  them,  they  were  not 
moniea  men,  and  were  not  likely  to 
increase  by  their  capital  and  labour  the 
resources  of  any  other  country.  If  more 
of  that  sort  of  people  were  to  go,  he  should 
not  regret  it,  and  he  should  regret  it  the 
less,  if,  in  going,  they  could  do  service  to 
the  cause  of  freedom.  There  was  in  this 
case  the  constitutional  principle  involved, 
and  he  acknowledged,  whether  it  were 
prejudice  or  not,  that  he  had  an  attach- 
ment to  constitutional  principles.  He 
approved,  too,  of  the  character  of  the  con- 
stitutionalists of  Portugal,  and  the  more, 
as  their  proceedings  contrasted  favourably 
with  those  of  the  constitutionalists  of 
Spain  and  the  liberals  of  Prance.  The 
constitutionalists  of  Spain  had  destroyed 
all  the  old  constitution  of  the  country— 
they  had  rooted  up  the  foundations,  on 
the  notion  of  giving  a  sort  of  union  and 
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completeness  to  the  goverament  they  had 
adopted — the  principle  of  the  Jacobins — 
and   gone  forward   on  the   principle  of 
destroying  the  whole  system.     They  had 
made  it  better  for  the  wealthy  man,  but 
not  for  the  poor  ;  they  had,  by  cutting  oif 
entails,  unfettered  the  nobility,  and  pro- 
moted the  happiness  of  the  rich,  but  they 
had  taken  away  the  resources  of  the  poor, 
inasmuch  as  they  had  abolished  convents, 
and  gave  the  poor  no  other  means  of  sup- 
port.   That  was  what  the  constitutionalists 
of  Spain  had  done  ;  the  constitutionalists 
of  Portugal  had  pursued  a  different  course. 
They  had    only  sought  to    reform  and 
amend  the  institutions  of  their  country 
in  a  gradual  ^nd  constitutional  way.  Don 
Miguel  had  interfered  and  put  a  stop  to 
all  reform,  notwithstanding  his  oath.   The 
noble  Lord  had  called  him  a  monster  of 
indiscretion ;   and   was  it  with    such    a 
monster  that  we  were  to  enter  into  terms 
of  amity?    The  Ministers  ought  not  to 
support  him.     Instead  of  complaining  of 
Ministers  for  not  preventing  the  people 
from  assisting  Don  Pedro,  he  thought, 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  if 
there  was  no  risk  of  a  general  war,  the 
Ministers  would  rather  deserve  to  be  im- 
peached, if  they  did  not  make  war  on 
Don  Miguel.  *  They  should,  perhaps,  act 
a  bolder  part,  and  send  a  few  regiments  of 
brave  British  soldiers  to  Portugal,  who 
would  put  an  end  to  the  contest  in  half 
an  hour.     But  it  was  said,  that  Miguel, 
the  man  who  was  called  a  miscreant,  was 
popular  in  Portugal.     If  the  people  did 
like  him,  that  was  a  proof  that  they  were 
worthy  of  him.     But  it  was  a  calumny. 
What  proportion  of  the  people  supported 
him?     Where  was  the  rising  in  arms  in 
his  favour  ?     He  had  heard  of  none.     A 
small  detachment  kept  possession   of  a 
corner  of  his  kingdom ,  and  none  of  his 
people  came  to  his  aid.     One-sixteenth  of 
his    subjects    had    passed     through    his 
dungeons,  or  been  obliged  to  flee  from  the 
tyranny  the  monster  had  established.     It 
was  time  that  it  should  have  a  limit.     It 
was  time  that  a   declaration  should  be 
made   by  that   House  to  support  Don 
Pedro,  and  put  an  end  to  the  dominion 
of  Don  Miguel.     In  coming  to  a  vote  of 
that  kind,    he   had   no   doubt  that  the 
national  feeHngs  would  be  on  their  side, 
and  to  such  a  vote  he  would  give  his  most 
hearty  concurrence. 

Sir  Rcbert  Peel  said,  he  could  under- 
stand the  motives  which  induced  the  hon. 


and  learned  Gentleman    to   siipport  th 
Resolution  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  officer. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  be- 
come that  evening  an  open  and  eloqaes: 
advocate  of  the  principle,  that  we  sho^i: 
directly  interfere   with  the  domestic  g:- 
vernment  of  another  and  an  independtfii 
country.     He  would  annihilate  in  anotiic. 
nation  the  right  of  judgment,  and  wot.:, 
give  it  a  dlflferent  governmeat,  because  h 
disapproved  of  the  Ruler  it  had  cfacs' 
for  itself.     The  hon.  and  learned  Geotk^ 
man  would  have  us  not  limit  ourselves  u 
the  barren  expression  of  disappicbatioo— 
he  would  go  so  far  as  to  send  regiments  z 
a  foreign  country,  to  dictate   who  shook 
be  its  sovereign.    The  hon.  and  learcet 
Gentleman's  advice    went    that    len^ 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  did  c:i 
justify  neutrality ;    but  becaase  he  disap- 
proved of  Don  Miguel,  he  woold  resort  k 
war  to  dispossess  that  prince  of  his  thiocf. 
and  supply  that  throne  with  a  successor 
And  this  was  the  doctrine  of  a  Gentle!B:c 
who  was  an  eloquent  teacher   in   thi: 
school  which  laid  it  down    as  a  fundi- 
mental  rule,  that  we  should  not  interfei; 
in  the  domestic  concerns  of  other  oatiaei 
That  school  recognized  as  their  le^tbi 
principle,  that  every  people    sboald  be 
left  to  choose  their  own  goyemmenU    He 
thought  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gcd- 
tleman  was  one  of  the  most  ardent  sLi! 
eloquent  defenders  of  those  principles,  ba: 
that  night  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleouf 
had  contended  for  the  abominable  tyrvrnj. 
that  we  might  interfere  for  what  he  call^ 
freedom,  and  that  tyranny,  if  covered  m\6 
the  veil  of  liberalism  might   be  forct^ 
upon  people  at  the  point  of  the  bayonei 
If  tyranny  were  only  employed  to  sappnt 
liberalism,  it  appeared  that  there  was  sc 
tyranny  the  hon.  and  learned  GentkcttB 
was  not  ready  to  support.     There  was  i^ 
war  in  which  he  was  not  ready  to  invoht 
the  country  for  the  sake  of  his  principlei, 
nor  any  lengths  to  which  he  would  out  ^ 
to  put  down  an  individual  to  whom  he  wis 
opposed.  ''  Recognize  Don  Miguel  !**  stiii 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  '*  Was   there  eve 
such  a  monstrous  proposition  ?     What' 
recognize   a  perjurer    and   a  morderer' 
Impossible  !*'    But  the   merits    of    Doo 
Miguel  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  proposition  before  the  Hoase«    Ad* 
mitting  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  ail  sorts 
of  crimes,  that  he  was  a  monster,  and 
guilty  of  perjury,  what  had   that  to  ^^ 
with  the  question  whether  we  had  oh- 
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served  the  neutrality  we  professed  ?  When 
the  hon.  member  for  Worcester  spoke  of 
him  as  a  person  unworthy  to  reign,  and 
as  a  person  whom  it  would  be  improper 
to  recognize,  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Pal- 
in  erston)  held  up  his  hand  as  giving  that 
sentiment  his  full  approbation  ;    but  be- 
fore the  noble  Lord  did  that,  he  should 
recollect  the  opinions  of  his  colleagues, 
and  particularly  of  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.    The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  debate  on 
the  King's  Speech,  before  the  noble  Lord 
came  into  office,  which  said  that  it  hoped 
the  time  would   soon  come  when   Don 
Miguel  might  be  recognized  by  this  coun- 
try— the  noble  Lord  said  in  the  debate  on 
that  Speech, ''  that  this  part  of  the  Speech 
he  heartily  approved  of,  and  in  his  opinion 
there  had  been  too  long  a  delay  in  recog- 
nizing Don  Miguel."    [Lord  Althorp  said, 
he  did  not  say  that  the  delay  had  been 
too  long,  but  that  the  time  had  come]. 
He  begged  the  noble  Lord's  pardon ;  but 
he  saw  very  little  difference  between  what 
he  had  attributed  to  the  noble  Lord  and 
what  the  noble  Lord  admitted   he  had 
said.    The  noble  Lord  did  not  say  that 
the  delay  had  been  too  long,  but  that  the 
time  had  come  when  Don  Miguel  ought 
to   be  recognized.     That  was  a  distinct 
opinion,  given  some  years  ago;  and  since 
then   a  considerable  time    had  elapsed, 
calculated  to  prove  the  stability  ana  se- 
curity of  Don  Miguel's  government,  mak- 
ing the  non -recognition  of  it  less  excusable 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  for  wiih 
his  character  that  recognition  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do.    He  would  not  enter  into 
the  character  of  Don  Pedro,  nor  advert 
to  his  supplanting  his  father.    The  history 
of  that,  though  curious,  might  be  very 
unprofitable.      But    he    would   ask    the 
flouse  to  put  aside  all  feelings  of  this 
description — he  would  ask  them  to  look 
at  the  permanent  policy  of  England,  and 
determine  if  it  was  a  safe  principle  to  re- 
fuse to  acknowledge  a  Sovereign  on  ac- 
count of  his  personal  misconduct?    He 
would  ask  them  to  be  guided — not  by 
their    feelings — but    by  those  principles 
which  must  regulate  our  public  policy. 
The  principle,  that  the  character  of  an 
individual  sovereign  should  not  interfere 
with  public  policy,  had  long  been  advo- 
cated by  the  Whigs  themselves.     Discus- 
sions on  this  subject  had  taken   place 
during  the  revolutionary  war,  and   Mr. 

Fox  bad  then  expressly  declared,  that  the 


private  character  of  a  ruler  should  not 
prevent  the  Government  from  recognizing 
him.  Let  the  House  look  at  the  debate 
in  1800,  on  the  overture  made  by  the 
French  Republic  to  the  Government  of 
this  country,  to  enter  into  negotiations. 
In  that  debate  Mr,  Fox  said : — '  I  am 
'  not  justifying  the  French — I  am  not 
'  striving  to  absolve  them  from  blame, 
'  either  in  their  internal  or  external  policy. 
'  I  think,  on  the  contrary,  that  their  suc- 
'  cessive  rulers  have  been  as  bad  and  as 
'  execrable,  in  various  instances,  as  any  of 
'  the  most  despotic  and  unprincipled  go- 
'  vernments  that  the  world  ever  saw.  No 
'  man  regrets,  Sir,  more  than  I  do,  the 

*  enormities  that  France  has  committed ; 
'  but  how  do  they  bear  upon  the  question 
'  as  it  now  stands  ?  Arc  we  for  ever  to 
'  deprive    ourselves  of    the    benefits    of 

*  peace,  because  France  has  perpetrated 
'  acts  of  injustice  ?  Sir,  we  cannot  acquit 
'  ourselves  upon  such  ground.     Sir,  we 

*  have  heard  to-night  a  great  many  most 
'  acrimonious  invectives againstBuonaparte 
'  — against  the  whole  course  of  his  con- 
'  duct,  and  against  the  unprincipled  man- 

*  ner  in  which  he  seized  upon  the  reins  of 

*  government.     I  will  not  make  his  de- 

*  fence — I  think  all  this  sort  of  invective, 
'  which  is  used  only  to  inflame  the  pas- 
'  sions  of  this  House  and  of  the  country, 
'  exceedingly  ill-timed,  and  very  im- 
'  politic'  He  thought  the  language  of 
Mr.  Fox  then  was  exactly  applicable  to 
Don  Miguel  now;  and  the  language 
which  he  applied  to  the  character  of  Buo- 
naparte might,  with  equal  justice,  be  ap- 
plied to  Don  Miguel.  The  simple  question 
to  be  decided  in  such  case  was  only  who 
was,  de  facto^  sovereign,  who  had  a  suf- 
ficient testimony  in  the  continued  obedi- 
ence of  his  subjects,  and  the  sanction  of 
the  authorities  of  the  country,  that  he 
could  maintain  and  preserve  the  usual 
relations  with  other  states  ?  What  endless 
disputes  would  be  caused  if  the  recogni- 
tion of  sovereigns  were  made  to  depend 
on  their  private  characters?  They  must 
not  make  a  public  inquiry  into  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Government,  but  into  that 
of  the  individual ;  and  if  the  character  of 
the  sovereign  were  bad,  the  government 
was  to  be  considered  as  deserving  of  no« 
faith  or  confidence.  If  they  were  to  look 
at  the  private  character  of  sovereigns, 
they  could  keep  up  no  relations  with  the 
Porte.  What,  also,  could  be  done  with  re- 
spect to  Morocco  or  Algiers  ?  He  repeated 
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that  principles  of  public  policy,  and  not 
of  individual  character,  were  the  ouly 
proper  guides  on  such  questions.  In  the 
debate  already  alluded  to,  Mr.  Fox  had 
defended  the  principle,  that  the  character 
of  Buonaparte  should  not  weigh  with  the 
Government  of  England ;  and  the  same 
arguments  might  be  applied  to  Don 
Miguel.    Mr.  Fox  observea,  *  It  was  said 

*  Cromwell  was  a  usurper,  but  would  if 
'  not  have  been  insanity  in  France  and 

*  Spain  to  refuse  to  treat  with  him,  be- 

*  cause  he  was  a  usurper?  No,  Sir,  these 
'  are    not    the    maxims    by    which    go- 

*  yernments  are  actuated.     They  do  not 

*  inquire  so  much  into  the  means  by  which 
'  power  may  have  been  acquired,  as  into 

*  the  fact  of  where  the  power  resides. 
'  The  people  did  acquiesce  in  the  govern- 
'  ment  of  Cromwell ;  but  it  may  be  said, 
'  that  the  splendour  of  his  talents,  the 
'  vigour  of  his  Administration,  the  high 
'  tone   with  which   he  spoke  to   foreign 

*  nations,  the  success  of  his  arms,  and  the 
'  character  which  he  gave  to  the  English 
'  name,  induced  the  nation  to  acquiesce 
'  in  his  usurpation ;  and  that  we  must  not 

*  try  Buonaparte  by  this  example.'  Mr. 
Fox  scouted  the  idea,  that  if  the  eovcrn* 
ment  were  not  fit  for  the  people  they 
would  readily  obey  it.  Mr.  Fox  said,  it 
was  enough  for  us  that  the  people  did 
obey  the  government  of  Prance,  of  what- 
ever materials  it  might  be  composed. 
That  principle  was  now  applicable  to  Por- 
tugal. However  strange  might  be  the 
choice  made  by  the  Portuguese,  the  cha- 
racter of  their  sovereign  was  of  no  conse- 
quence to  other  nations.  His  Majesty's 
Government  had,  in  fact,  already  decided 
every  question  which  could  arise  as  to 
character,  by  professing  neutrality.  We 
had  determined  on  neutrality,  and  the 
question  was — had  neutrality  been  ob- 
served? The  noble  Lord  said,  that  his 
wishes  were  in  favour  of  Don  Pedro,  but 
if  the  noble  Lord  had  suffered  those 
wishes  to  influence  his  conduct  after  ad- 
vising his  Majesty  to  preserve  neutrality, 
he  had  done  wrong.  After  giving  such 
advice,  it  was  his  business  to  see  that  the 
measures  of  neutrality,  as  laid  down  in 
the  laws  of  nations,  should  be  enforced. 
How  had  the  Government  maintained  this 
neutrality  ?  The  Speech  from  the  Throne 
declared  that  non-interference  in  the  con- 
test which  existed  should  guide  this 
country,  and  that  we  should  adhere  to 
the  strictest  neutrality;   and  how  had 


that  declaratioQ   been  foik»wed  ?    Wk^ 

* 

laige  parties  of  hit  Majesty  s  subjects  \m 
engaged  in  direct  hostility    against  c«- 
of  the  parties  ?  The  question  was,  wiictU 
in    sunering    these  expedttioos    of  ^ 
ciplined  troops  to  go  fiom  our  •faora  r 
had  preserved  neutrality  ?  The  noble  L-^- 
had  referred  to  the  canes  of  indtvidvk 
and  mentioned  Sir  Robert   Wiisoo  ti* 
others  who  had  entered  into  foreign  « 
vice ;  but  there  was  a  great  difference  ht 
tween  individuals  entering  into  a  forer 
service  during  a  contest  between  oatios 
and  whole  fleets  going  from  our  shores,  i  i 
assist  one  of  two  contending  partief.  1 
was  not  prudent  in  the  noble   Lord  t 
point  attention  to  the  ooodnct  of  wL 
viduals  in  such  cases,  because   the  G» 
vernment  had  found  it  necessary  mm^ 
times  to  punish  such  individuals  ss  «r 
guilty  of  that  very  breach  of  neutni* 
which  the  noble  Lord  quoted  their  a 
ample  to  prove   had   not   been  broktr 
The  noble  Lord  had  said  he  would  rd^ 
the  House  to  the  speech    of  Sir  Jiar 
Mackintosh — but  how  did  that  sppK  i 
the  present  case ;   The  argnroent  of  v 
James  Mackintosh  went  merelT  to  tbi»- 
not  that  the  Government  should  not  a 
force   the  existing  law — not     that  ih^ 
should  not  issue  a  Proclamation  fouivict 
on  Statute-law,  but  that  they  should  ed 
at  the  remonstrance  of  Spain,  alt^r  ti 
law  and  adopt  a  new  course  of  h^ 
lation.     Sir  James  Mackintosh  said,  tlicr 
would  be  no  end  to  the  demands  of  foreif 
Powers  if  the  principle  were  once  sdnittei 
that  our  system  of  jurisprudence  were  3 
be  altered  at  their  pleasure.*      Boi  i 
as  distinctly  asserted  that  the  law,  via- 
ever  it  was,  ought  to  be  enforced*     Wki 
the  noble  Lord  dwelt  with  so  much  9ih»- 
faction  on   the  argument  of  Sir  Jas^ 
Mackintosh,  he  entirely  refuted  the  4*- 
guments  of  one  of  his  own  colleagiK^ 
the  Judge  Advocate,  who  replied  to  S:- 
James  Mackintosh  on  that  occasion,  iW 
destroyed  every  principle    he  maintua- 
ed;   sustaining  one  of  the  ablest  ar^* 
ments  he  had  ever  heard  brought  forwan^ 
in  Parliament  in  favour  of  this  principle- 
that  it  was  a  violation  of  neutrality  for  m- 
dividual  members  of  the  State  to  carry  m 
war  after  the  State  itself  had  declared  its 
neutrality.    These  opinions  on  the  priso 
pies  of  law  were  not  subject  to  cbioft. 
He  asked  how  those  who  contended  dbai 
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thm    hostile   eipediibn    Beot   from    this, 
country  was  not  at  variance  with  neu- 
trality   could     reconcile     that     doctrine 
with  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  great 
'writers  oo  the  luw  of  nations.   But,  know- 
ing  the  distaste  of  the  House  for  such 
reforencesy   he   would    merely   read    the 
summary  of  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Ad- 
vocate— a  lawyer — a  man  deeply  versed 
in  these  matters,  who  had  made  them  his 
atudyi  and  whose  deliberate  opinion,  thus 
strungly  pronounced,  could  not  be  dis- 
puted.     He  said : — '  On  the  whole*  not 

*  only  was  the  weight  of  authority  in 
'  favour  of  Uie  principle  of  the  Bill,  but 
'  not  a  single  authority,  or  the  shade  of  it, 

*  could  be  found  in  opposition  to  this 
'  plain,  clear  aod  irrefutable  position,  that 

*  when  a  neutral  nation  knowin^tly  per- 
'  milted  the  levying  of  troops  in  its  terri- 
'  tory  by  one  of  two  contending  parties, 

*  and  had  gone  so  far  as  very  material ly 
'  to  sway  the  fortunes  of  the  war,   then 

*  such  nation  was  virtually  departing  from 

*  its  neutral  character,  and  assuming  that 
'  of  an  enemy — at  the  same  time  in  the 
'  worst  manner,  because  not  directly.'* 
This  position  was  deliberately  taken  by  a 
man  of  great  learning,  who  had  looked 
into  the  authorities — by  a  man  chosen 
for  one  of  the  now  highest  law-ofticers, 
who  laid  down  (he  principle,  *'  that  if 
your  subject  so  interfere  as  materially  to 
sway  the  fortunes  of  the  war,  in  that  case 
it  is  a  departure  from  neutrality  .on  your 
part,  and  it  is  worse  than  war,  because 
you  are  exempting  yourselves  from  re- 
sponsibility." He  did  not  contend  tliat 
individuals  entering  into  the  service  of 
this  State  or  that,  would  necessarily  call 
upon  the  Government  for  interference ; 
but  if  the  Government  took  no  means 
whatever  to  prevent  hostile  expeditions 
sailing  from  our  arsenals,  which  vary  the 
fortuQes  of  the  war,  then  he  afiirmcd  that, 
according  to  the  principles  of  the  present 
Judge  Advocate,  that  was  a  departure 
from  the  established  principles  of  neu- 
trality. The  noble  Lord  referred  to  the 
principles  of  Mr.  Canning :  lie  said,  Mr. 
Canoiog  never  interfered,  and  that  be 
allowed  steam-boats  to  sail  without  men. 
The  noble  Lord  said,  he  believed  that 
with  respect  to  some  particular  vessel,  the 
powers  of  the  law  were  appealed  to,  but 
that  Mr.  Caonuig  stated  that,  on  refer- 
ence   to   ilie  law-officers,  they  were  of 
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opinion  that  the  affidavits  presented  did 
not  bring  that  vessel  within  the  strict 
letter  of  the  law.  Without  knowing 
the  nature  of  the  case  submitted  to 
the  law-officers,  he  knew  not  what  weight 
to  attach  to  their  opinion;  and,  conse- 
quently, he  did  not  know  whether  the 
noble  Lord's  remarks  were  well  founded. 
But  there  was  a  public  proclamation 
issued  in  Council  when  Mr.  Canning  was 
Secretary  of  State,  at  a  period  when  this 
very  question  arose ; — "  is  it  consistent 
witi)  the  avowed  neutrality  of  this  country 
for  Iinglish  subjects  to  demean  themselves, 
in  respect  to  hostilities,  in  a  manner  differ- 
ent from  that  pursued  by  the  Sovereign  of 
their  State  V*  He  did  not  care  about  the 
case  of  a  single  vessel,  but  when  a  com- 
plaint was  made  to  Mr.  Canning,  in  his 
capacity  of  Secretary  of  State,  that  British 
subjects  were  contravening  the  authority 
of  the  British  Government — what  course 
did  Mr.  Canning  pursue,  nnd  what  prin- 
ciples did  he  lay  down.  Now  there  was 
a  proclamation  of  the  King  in  Council, 
bearing  date  October  4th,  1825,  which 
was  most  important.  It  suid,  *  Whereas 
'  his  Majesty,  being  at  peace  with  all  the 
'  Powers  and  States  of  Europe  and  Ame- 
'  rica,  has  repeatedly  declared  his  royal 
'  determination  to  maintain  a  strict  and 
'  impartial  neutrality  in  the  different  con- 
'  tests  in  which  certain  of  those  powers 

*  and  subjects  are  engaged ;  and  whereas 
'  the  commission  of  acts  of  hostility  by 
^  individual  subjects  of  his  Majesty  against 
'  any  power  or  state,  or  against  the  persons 
'  and  properties  of  the  subjects  of  any 
^  power  or  state  which,  being  at  peace 
'  with  his  Majesty,  is  at  the  same  time 
'  engaged  in  a  contest,  with  respect  to 
'  which  his  Majesty  has  declared  his  de- 
'  termination  to  be  neutral,  is  calculated 

*  to  bring  into  question  the  sincerity  of 
'  his  Mujesty*s  subjects.     And  whereas,  if 

*  his  Majesty's  subjects  cannot  be  eiiectu- 
'  ally  restrained  from  such  unwarranted 
'  commission  of  acts  of  hostility,  it  may  be 

*  justly  apprehended  that  the  Government 

*  of  England  might  be  thereby  liable' — and 
so  on.  '  His  Majesty  does  hereby  enjoin  all 

*  his  Majesty's  subjects  strictly  to  observe 
'  as  well  towards  the  Greeks  as  all  other 

*  belligerents  with  whom  his  Majesty  is  at 
'  peace,   neutrality   and  respect    for  the 

*  exercise  of  those  rights  which  his  Majesty 
'  has  always  continued  to  exercise  when 
'  his  Majesty  has  himself  been  unhappily 

*  engaged  in  war/    That  was  the  doctrine 
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vrhich  Mr.  Canning  held^  and  on  which 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  ought  now  to  act. 
At  a  period  when  all  the  sympathies  of 
tlie  nation  were  in  favour  of  Greece,  did 
Mr.  Canning  come  down  to  the  House 
and  excite  its  feeling,  as  he  might  have 
done,  by  painting  in  glowing  colours  the 
atrocities  committed  by  the  Sublime 
Porte  ?  Did  he  try  to  raise  their  passions 
by  detailing  the  slaughter  of  1,500  Janis- 
saries, in  one  night,  at  Constantinople  ? 
No :  he  said,  "  we  have  maintained  cer- 
tain relations  with  this  power.  If  its  sub- 
jects have  a  right  of  complaint,  let  them 
obtain  redress  for  their  own  wrongs  by 
force;  but  the  policy  of  England,  and  the 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  dictate  to 
us  not  to  meddle  with  the  internal  affairs 
of  other  nations — not  to  inquire  into  the 
details  of  the  seraglio  of  the  Grand  Sultan 
not  to  investigate  the  atrocities  he  may 
have  committed  against  this  man  or  against 
that  woman.  He  is  recognized  by  his 
own  subjects — he  is  recognized  by  the 
constituted  authorities — and  it  would  be 
absurd  in  us  to  constitute  ourselves  the 
judges  of  his  conduct."  The  noble  Lord 
who  referred  to  the  authority  of  Mr.  Can- 
ning, had  it  in  that  proclamation  in  aid  of 
that  of  his  Judge- Advocate,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Judge- Advocate,  and  the 
practice  of  Mr.  Canning,  were  consistent 
with  each  other.  The  noble  Lord  main- 
tained the  alarming  proposition — that  the 
subjects  of  this  country  had  a  right  to 
judge  for  themselves  into  what  hostilities 
they  would  enter.  The  noble  Lord  said 
the  dominion  of  all  law  was  at  an  end  : 
the  King's  Government  maintained  its 
neutrality  —  it  gave  orders  to  its  own 
ships  of  war  to  abstain  from  interference  ; 
but  it  was  a  matter  of  entire  indifference 
what  the  subjects  of  his  Majesty  did.  He 
lamented  to  hear  such  a  doctrine,  because 
if  it  were  practically  acted  upon  with 
respect  to  powerful  states,  there  could  be 
no  security  for  the  continuance  of  peace 
for  a  single  year.  It  might  serve  to  neg- 
lect the  observance  of  such  a  principle  in 
the  case  of  Portugal ;  it  might  be  well  to 
neglect  it  in  the  case  of  those  who  had 
not  the  power  to  avenge  their  wrongs ; 
but  neglect  it  cither  in  the  case  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  the  case  of  France, 
and  what  would  be  the  consequence.  Why, 
the  noble  Lord  were  to  maintain,  in  case 
a  powerful  insurrection  had  arisen  in  La 
Vendee,  directed  against  the  government 
of  Louis  Philippe  in  Francci  that  it  would . 


have  been  a  matter  of  entire  indiflFeicBce 
whether  Charles  10th,  residing  at  Holy- 
rood,  had  eropbyed  200,000i.  or  ZQOJU^i 
in  the  purchase  of  steam  boats — had  m- 
ployed  British  officers,  concaning  wki 
him  in  political  principles,  in  tlie  comniaiid 
of  hostile  expeditions — and  had  directei 
that  force  against  the  lawful  aothoritj  vi 
Louis  Philippe  on  the  eafttem  coast  cc  ' 
France,  could  he  have  expected  tlac 
France  would  not  have  remonstrated,  and 
would  it  have  been  sufficient  for  Ihenob^r 
Lord  to  have  said,  in  answer  to  the* 
remonstrances,  ''  these  are  the  nnautlnr- 
ized  acts  of  the  King's  subjects  V*  VVosid 
the  Government,  after  complaiot  made  d  t 
the  unauthorized  nature  of  the  acts,  bxie 
ordered  the  release  of  the  veasek,  aad 
refused  to  hear  additional  evidence  of  tk 
illegality  of  the  transaction  when  it  m 
offered  ?  In  the  event  of  an  inaunectiai 
in  the  United  States  on  the  part  of  tk 
black  population,  if  iodividuaJs»  coocsr-  I 
ring,  in  the  opinion  of  that  popalation,  as 
to  their  rights,  should  employ  themeehe 
as  they  pleased  in  advancing  and  pr»> 
moting  that  insurrection — woold  it  be  a 
sufficient  answer  on  our  part  to  say  to  tix 
United  States,  **  this  is  done  witfaoot  tk 
authority  of  the  Government  of  EnglaKi 
— individuals  are  making  use  of  our  ^ite, 
but  we  cannot  help  it — ^they  are  makb^ 
use  of  the  advantages  of  our  geograpbiai 
position,  in  order  to  carry  sword  and  fiaae 
into  the  territories  of  a  country  towaxdi 
which  we  are  professing  friendlahip,  bol 
we  cannot  interfere  V*  It  would  be  utteriy 
impossible — and  God  forbid  that  it  shooU 
be  possible  to  act  on  any  such  doctnae ! 
Imagine  the  case  of  a  dispute  in  FraoGC-- 
the  right  of  succession — and  conceive  ifae 
immense  advantages  which  onr  positiw 
would  give  to  one  of  the  hostile  powers  d 
we  allowed  him  to  avail  himself  of  it 
Was  it  possible  to  say,  that  a  GovenimeDt, 
responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  pafalc 
peace,  had  no  power  to  control  its  subjects 
in  the  prosecution  of  their  warlike  designs ! 
And,  above  all,  could  it  be  said  that  cooi- 
missioned  officers  of  the  King — men  who 
have  obtained  naval  and  military  experi- 
ence by  service  in  the  armies  and  fleets  of 
England — that  they  should  have  the  power 
of  rendering  their  skill,  experience,  and 
bravery  subservient  to  the  purposes  of 
another  state  ?  Over  them,  at  least,  the 
King  had  a  direct  control;  his  Majett? 
might  issue  a  Proclamation  directing  them 
to  return  to  this  cooiitryi  and  he  had  the 
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power  of  enforcing  his  orders.  It  had 
been  asked,  why  should  iayidious  com* 
parisons  be  drawn  between  Sir  John 
Campbell  and  Admiral  Sartorius?  He 
liad  heard  no  such  inyidious  comparisons. 
He  did  not  ask  the  Government  to  with- 
draw its  subjects  from  the  service  of  one 
of  diese  conflicting  powers,  but  from  both, 
if  their  assistance  to  either  be  contrary  to 
the  interests  of  this  country,  and  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  principles  upon  which  this 
Government  ought  to  have  proceeded. 
That  was  the  course  which  the  Government 
ought  to  have  pursued,  in  conformity  with 
its'  own  declared  principles.  It  was  mon- 
strous that  the  subjects  of  the  King  should 
have  the  power  of  making  war  against  a 
power  towards  which  the  country  was 
pledged  .to  remain  neutral.  He  did 
not  speak  of  a  few  individuals  going 
to  the  opposite  side,  as  occurred  in 
the  case  of  the  American  war.  His 
objection  was  not  so  much  against  in< 
dividual  instances,  as  against  the  system 
of  sending  out  expeditions  such  as  had 
been  known  to  leave  Falmouth  and  Spit- 
head.  To  treat  such  expeditions  as  the 
acts  of  individuals  merely,  was  laying 
down  a  dangerous  principle — a  principle 
which  would  lead  to  war,  and  a  war  in 
which  he  thought  we  could  not  fail  to  be 
involved.  He  now  came  to  consider  the 
propositions  submitted  to  the  House  by 
the  gallant  Member.  To  the  first  of  those 
propositions  he  could  have  no  possible 
objection,  because  it  merely  stated  the 
regret  of  the  House  at  the  continuance  of 
hostilities  in  Portugal.  The  hon  Gentleman 
called  on  the  House,  by  his  Resolution,  to 
express  their  regret  at  the  continuance  of 
the  contest  in  'Portugal ;  to  that  he  had 
no  objection,  but  to  the  extraordinary  non 
sequiiur  which  followed,  he  certainly  could 
not  assent.  Thehon.Gentlemaacalled  upon 
the  House  to  express  their  grateful  ac- 
koowledgroents  for  the  judicious  policy 
which  his  Majesty's  Ministers  had  pursued 
iu  relation  to  that  country.  That  policy 
was,  in  his  opinion,  much  to  be  deprecated, 
for  the  present  hostilities  in  Portugal 
were,  in  his  opinion,  mainly  the  result  of 
the  course  pursued  by  his  Majesty's 
Government.  What  would  be  the  conse- 
quence of  Don  Pedro's  success  ?  He  had 
seen  a  portion  of  the  correspondence 
between  his  Majesty's  Government  and 
Spain,  published  in  the  Augsburg  Gazette^ 
in  which  they  interdicted  Spain  from  in- 
terfering with  the  content  in  Portugal}  and . 


they  laid  down  this  undeniable  basis  of 
neutrality — ^that     the    independence    of 
Portugal  would  be  but  a  phrase  without  a 
meaning,  if  the  sovereign  of  that  country 
were  to  be  placed  upon  the  throne,  not  by 
the  rights  of  birth,  or  by  the  support  of 
the  nation,  but  by  the  bayonets  of  foreign- 
ers.   He  would  ask,  then,  if  Don  Pedro 
succeeded,  to  what  would  he  owe  his 
success  but  to  foreign  bayonets  ?    There 
never  was,  perhaps,  a  sovereign  put  to  a 
severer  task  than   Don  Miguel.     What 
was  the  result?    Why,  notwithstanding 
his  breach  of  fidelity,  there  was  still  proof 
that  he  held  his  power  by  the  will  of  the 
people.      This,    indeed,    was    the   only 
question  to  consider— did  the  people  of 
Portugal,  or  did  they  not,  approve  of  Don 
Miguel  as  their  sovereign  ?    What  were 
the  facts  ?  The  second  city  in  the  country 
had  been  for  several  months  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Don  Pedro ;  yet  not  one  single  vil- 
lage— no  constituted  authorities-— no  class 
of  the  people  had  declared  in  his  favour. 
The  Portuguese  had  declared  their  pre- 
ference of  the  rule  of  Don  Miguel  to  that 
of   Don  Pedro.     If  ever  there  was   a 
temptation  for  men  dissatisfied  with  the 
rule  of  the  existing  government  to  declare 
their  dissatisfaction,  it  was  in  the  case  of 
Portugal.  There  was  both  temptation  and 
opportunity,  for  the  Governments  of  Eng- 
land and  France  had  thrown  their  whole 
weight  into  the  scale  of    Don    Pedro. 
What,  then,  would  be  the  consequence  of 
Don  Pedro's  success  ?     He  would  answer 
them  in  their  own  words,  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  Portugal  would  become  a 
phrase  without  a  meaning  if  that  sovereign 
were  elevated  to  the  throne,  not  by  the 
support  of  the  nation,  but  by  the  bayonets 
of  foreigners.     Let  the  aid  he    derived 
from  our  forts  and  arsenals  be  withdrawn 
from  him,  and  he  would  be  immediately 
compelled  to  leave  the  country.    The  best 
feelings,  the  pride,  the  honour  of  the 
Portuguese,  revolted  at  the  attempt  to 
impose  his  rule  over  them  by  foreign  aid ; 
and,  if  the  attempt  proved  successful, 
indignation  would,  for  ages  to  come,  be 
universally  felt  throughout  the  nation.    If 
his  Majesty's  Ministers,  in  their  anxiety  to 
secure  the  peace  of  Europe,  had  thought 
fit  to  interfere  in  the  internal  afilairs  of 
Greece  and  of  Holland  and  Belgium,  what 
right  had  they  to  interdict  Spain  from 
interfering  in  those  of  Portugal,  especially 
since  they  had  not  themselves  maintained 
a  like  neutrality  ?    How  much  more  right 


435 


Relaiioni  with 


{COMMONS} 


Portugot. 


436 


had  not  Spain  to  to  interfere  upon  the 
priiTcipiea  of  intervention  avowed  by  bis 
Majesty's  Ministers?  How  much  more 
dangerous  to  Spain  was  the  continuance 
of  hostilities  in  Portugal  I  Why,  he  would 
ask  in  conclusion,  was  not  Don  Miguel 
recognized  two  years  ago,  when  the  whole 
people  of  Portugal  were  satisfied  with  his 
swav  ?  What  the  vote  of  the  House 
might  be  on  the  present  question  he  did 
not  know.  For  himself,  having  uniformly 
disapproved  of  the  policy  pursued  by 
Groverument  with  respect  to  Portugal, 
deeming  it  both  unjust  to  the  Portuguese 
people  and  dangerous  to  this  country;  and 
thinking,  besides,  that  the  success  of  tlie 
favoured  party  would  be  fraught  with  still 
more  danger  and  injustice,  he  should 
refbse  to  give  his  assent  to  the  propositions 
brought  forward  that  night. 

Lord  John  Russellt  in  explanation,  said 
that  he  never  denied  the  right  of  the 
Grown  to  interfere  to  prevent  the  levying 
.  of  men  for  foreign  service,  but  only  ex- 
pressed a  doubt  of  that  right  being  prac- 
ticable of  enforcement  in  many  instances. 

Viscount  PalmerstoH  said,  it  was  singu- 
lar that  some  of  the  bon.  Members  who 
opposed  tlie  proposition,  should  object  to 
the  discussion,  on  the  ground  of  a  want  of 
information,  since  no  such  tenderness  or 
compunction  had  been  shown  in  another 
place  when  the  self- same  question  was 
discussed.  To  come  to  the  subject  more 
immediately  before  the  House,  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  said^  that  the  personal  cha- 
racter of  Don  Miguel  had  nothing  to  do 
•with  it,  but  he  believed  that  it  was  the 
personal  character  of  that  prince  which 
induced  the  late  Government  to  order  our 
Ambassador,  in  the  first  instance,  to  leave 
Lisbon,  and  afterwards  to  abstain,  so  long 
as  they  remained  in  office,  from  renew- 
ing friendly  relations  with  Portugal.  It 
was  therefore  perfectly  consistent,  that 
his  noble  friend  should  have  considered, 
at  that  time,  that  tlie  effect  of  the  acqui- 
escence of  the  Cortes  in  the  sovereignty 
of  Don  Migael  afforded  sufficient  grounds, 
according  to  the  principlea  which  ought 
to  govern  the  proceedings  of  this  country, 
for  acknowledging  him  as  the  sovereign  of 
Portugal ;  and  it  was  perfectly  consistent, 
that  he  might  now  think,  since  a  great 
degree  of  resistance  had  arisen  to  his 
claimi  and  since  a  civil  war  existed  in 
Portugal,  that  there  were  not  the  same 
grounds  for  the  acquiescence  of  this  couo<- 
try  in  tli9  claim  of  Don  Miguel  as  for- 


merly.   We  had  no  business  to  judge  lor 
other  nations  as  to  who  ought,  and  w\» 
ought  not  to  be   their  sovcieign;    sad 
whenever  it  happened  that   any  natiiis 
elected  a  sovereign,  he  agreed  with  im 
right  hon.  Baronet,  that  it  waa  not  cn>- 
sistent  with  the  principles  by  which  \ht 
policy  of  England  ought  to  be  directa. 
that  we  should  assume,  that  we  oould  Ions 
a  more  correct  judgment  oa  the  4|aasCtoii. 
than  the  nation  over  which  the  aovcreica 
was  to  preside ;  and  we  ought,  therefarp, 
to  recognize  the  sovereign  whom  it  tu^' 
choose.     In  the  first  place,  he  denied  that 
the  election  of  Don  Miguel  could  io  asy 
degree  be  compared  with  that  of  the  pic^ 
sent  king  of  the  French.     Don  Migml 
called  an  assembly  of  the  Cortes^  for  ik 
purpose  of  deciding  whether  he,  then  the 
lieutenant  of  his  sovereign,  to  whom  bf 
had  sworn  allegiance,  should  be  consider- 
ed as  sovereign  in  her  room.     He  had  t^^ 
hesitation  in  saying,  that,  hy  the  htwi  of 
Portugal,  that  assembly  was  illegal.    Ac- 
cording to  every  principle  of  honour  aixl 
good  faith,  it  was  not  competent  for  Dn 
Miguel,  in  the  situation  in  which  be  stood, 
to  convene  the  assembly,  for  the  porpoK 
of  putting  forward  the  claim  on  which  kt 
founded  his  title  to  die  throne.     Thee 
matters  did  not  apply,  in  any  f^reatdp^ 
grce,  to  tlie  subject  under  discussion.  Tk 
question   was    not,  whether   we   jodgi^ 
rightly  in  abstaining  from  taking  part  wiU 
Donna  Maria  at  the  period    when  he 
claims  were  first  put  forth ;    but  whethrr, 
having  decided  to  remain  neutral  betweci> 
the    contending    parties,    we    had,  or 
had  not,  acted  with   honour   and  god 
faith  upon  that  decision.     It  waa  opea  to 
the  Giovernment  of  tliis  country  Io  han 
espoused — had  they  thought    pinper  tt 
do    so — the    cause    of    Donna    Maria, 
when  first  the  expediUoo  landed  in  Por> 
tugai ;  because  it  was  admitled  by  all  the 
writers  upon  the  law  of  nations,  that, 
when  a  civil  war  took  place  in  a  coaaln 
— more  especially  when  that  war  was  car* 
ried  on  between  two  parties  Goateadaii 
for  the  crown— 4iny  foreign  natkm  might 
take  up  the  cause  of  either  paily,  as  it 
might  feel  dispoied,  and  might  make  then 
aosiliaries  in  the  war.    We  had,  thcre^ 
fore,  a  right,  upon  general  principles,  as 
we  had  every  right  arising  out  of  the  eir^ 
cumstances  of  this  particular  case«  to  de* 
termine,  at  that  period,  to  give  Doans 
Maria  the  assistance  of  our  annt^  for  the 

purpose  of  plaoiog  btr  oo  tlwl  throno  to 
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which  we  had  ackiiowledg;ed  her  to  be 
justly  eolitled.  But  very  early  in  the 
afTair,  bit  Majesty's  GovenimeDt  took  a 
different  decision ;  that  decision  was  taken , 
not  as  had  been  represented,  after  the 
eapedition  landed,  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing the  neutrality  of  Spain ;  hot  be- 
fore the  expedition  actually  sailed  from 
the  Brazils,  and  it  wai  taken  on  full  de- 
liberation, on  general  principles,  and  not 
for  the  particular  object  stated.  At  the 
same  time,  he  was  perfectly  ready  to  ad- 
roit|  that  when  the  expedition  did  land  in 
Portugal,  and  when  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment collected  a  considerable  army  on  the 
frontiers,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  part 
in  the  contest,  this  Uovernment  did  say 
to  the  Government  of  Spain :  *  We  have 
'  determined  to  remain  neutral ;   and  by 

*  that  determination  we  will  abide ;  but  if 

*  you  act  upon  a  contrary  principle,  and  in- 

*  terfere,  by  force  of  arms,  in  the  contest 

*  about  to  \i&  waged  in  Portugal,  we  pledge 

*  ourselves,  that,  when  you  take  part  with 

*  Don  Miguel,  we  shall  deem  it  necessary 
'  for  our  interest  to  take  part  with  Donna 
'  Maria.'  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  watch- 
ing the  armament  of  Spain,  that  Lord 
William  Russell  was  sent  to  Portugal.  It 
was  in  pursuance  of  that  determination, 
that  orders  were  given  to  the  fleet,  which, 
for  the  protection  of  our  own  subjects, 
alsoi  was  stationed  off  the  coast  of  Por- 
tugal. But  it  was  said,  that  we  had  not 
adhered  rigidly,  and  in  good  faith,  to  the 
neutrality  to  which  we  were  pledged.  No 
accusation  was  more  unfounded.  It  was 
not  even  contended — at  least  no  man  had 
ventured  to  assert-— that  any  act  had  been 
done  by  the  Government  of  this  country 
in  any  stage  of  the  proceeding,  at  all  in- 
consistent with  its  neutrality  between  the 
two  parties.  It  had  not  been  even  alleged, 
that  the  Government  had  sent  out  ships, 
or  men,  or  arms,  to  the  aid  of  Donna 
Maria,  or  to  the  prejudice  of  the  other 
aide.  But  it  was  contended,  that  Govern- 
ment had  taken  no  steps  to  prevent  the 
indivklual  subjects  of  the  State  from  cm- 
barking  in  a  cause  which  happened  to  be 
congenial  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  of 
this  country.  But  the  principle  of  em- 
barking in  the  contests  of  other  countries 
had  prevailedi  and  been  acted  upon,  in 
the  brightest  periods  of  our  history.  It 
wae  unnecessary  to  remmd  the  House  of  the 
active  part  which  was  taken  in  the  reign 
of  Queen  Elisabeth,  by  English  subjecu, 
in  the  coatett  than  carried  on  in  the  Low 


Ck>untries.  It  was  equally  unnecessary  to 
remind  the  House  of  the  enlistment  of  a 
large  body  of  men,  in  the  reign  of  James 
1st,  to  serve  upon  the  Continent }  and  of 
the  still  larger  body  which  went  out  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  1st ;  and  in  both  oases  the 
levies  were  by  the  express  |)ermission  of 
the  Government  of  this  country — to  serve 
in  the  army  of  Gustavus  Adolphus.  In 
short,  in  several  of  the  wars  which  had 
taken  place  in  Europe,  British  subjecls 
had,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  serVcKi  on 
that  side  which  was  most  congenial  to 
their  feelings.  But  it  had  been  said,  that 
where  there  was  a  law  to  prevent  it,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  enforce 
that  law,  and  to  punish  the  offenders 
against  its  provisions.  He  presumed  no 
one  would  deny  that  the  two  Acts  of  the 
reig^  of  George  2nd,  were  in  force  at  the 
period  when  the  French  Revolution  broke 
out.  At  that  period,  there  was  an  Irish 
brigade  serving  under  the  king  of  France. 
What  was  the  conduct  of  that  brigade, 
and  what  was  the  conduct  of  the  British 
Government?  When  the  republic  was 
declared  in  France,  that  brigade  quitted 
the  service  of  the  French  king,  and  came 
over  to  this  country;  when,  instead  of 
inflicting  upon  these  men  the  severe 
penalties  authorized  by  law,  his  Maiesty*s 
Government  formed  out  of  them  the  regi- 
ments of  Fitzjames,  Conway,  and  0*Con- 
nell :  by  the  strict  letter  of  the  law,  be  it 
remembered,  they  were  liable  to  the  pu- 
nishment of  death.  But  then  it  was  said, 
that  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act  altered 
the  case ;  and  that,  at  all  events,  we  had 
the  power  of  issuing  a  proclamation  to 
prevent  individual  subjects  of  his  Majesty 
from  entering  into  foreign  service,  or  of 
recalling  them  if  they  had  gone  abroad ; 
and  the  right  hon.  Baronet  read  a  Procla- 
mation which  was  issued  in  1825,  when 
Mr.  Canning  was  in  ofllice,  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  back  subjects  of  his  Majesty, 
engaged  in  foreign  service.  But  did  not 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  know,  that  it  was 
perfectly  futile  and  ineffectual,  and  that 
many  British  subjects  continued  to  serve 
in  the  Greek  army,  ader  the  issuing  of 
that  Proclamation.  In  point  of  fact,  it 
was  a  mere  dead  letter,  though  there  were 
not  many  persons  engaged  in  that  oon* 
test.  He  would  also  remind  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  pf  the  previous  proclaasation 
of  1817,  prohibiting  any  British  subjects 
from  serving  in  the  Spanish  American 
colonies.    What  was  the  efiect  of  that 
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proclamation?  That  was  an  important 
question,  as  connected  with  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law,  because  it  was  conceived, 
that  the  issuing  of  such  a  proclamation  in 
the  present  case  might  have  prevented  an 
invasion  of  Portugal,  by  the  fleet  that  had 
been  so  often  referred  to.  The  effect  of 
the  former  proclamation  might  be  known 
by  what  was  said  by  Lord  Castlereagh. 
When  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act  was 
proposed  to  that  House,  the  noble  Lord 
stated,  as  the  ground  on  which  he  intro- 
duced it,  the  total  inefficacy  of  the  Pro- 
clamation   issued    in    1817.       He   said, 

*  Not  only  individuals,  whom  perhaps  it 

*  would    not    have    been    impossible    to 

*  restrain — not  only  officers  in  small  num- 

*  bers  went  out  to  join  the  insurgent  corps 

*  — ^but  there  was  a  regular  organization 

*  of  troops— regiments  regularly  formed, 

*  left  this  country ;  and  ships  of  war  were 
'  prepared  in  our  out-ports,  and  transports 

*  were  chartered  to  carry  out  troops  and 
'  ammunition/*  Lord  Bathurst  made  a 
similar  statement,  and  added,  that  it  had 
been  intimated  to  all  officers  on  half-pay, 
that  they  were  not  to  embark  on  foreign 
service,  but  that  they  had  persisted  in 
doing  so.  So  the  proclamation  to  our 
subjects  in  general,  and  to  our  officers 
on  half-pay  had  been  equally  and  en- 
tirely ineffectual.  He  therefore  said, 
that  it  would  have  been  nugatory  and 
useless  for  his  Majesty's  Government 
to  have  issued  similar  Proclamations  on 
this  occasion,  for  they  would  have  pro- 
duced no  beneficial  effects  whatever. 
The  greatest  difficulty,  in  fact,  was  expe- 
rienced in  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the 
Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  because  it  re- 
quired proof  which  it  was  almost  impossi- 
ble to  obtain,  except  from  the  parties 
themselves  against  whom  the  Act  would 
operate.  He  submitted  to  the  House, 
confident  of  its  decision,  that  the  Minis- 
ters had  not  done  anything  or  omitted  to 
do  anything  inconsistent  with  the  charac- 
ter of  neutrality  which  they  had  assumed. 
They  had  rigidly  adhered  to  the  line  of 
poKcy  which  they  had  professed  their  in- 
tention to  maintain,  and  nothing  was 
stated  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  alluded  to, 
which  had  not  been  faithfully  acted  upon 
by  the  Government.  There  seemed  to  be 
a  disposition  to  look  at  only  one  side  of 
the  question  in  this  case.     The   House 
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should  bear  in  mind  that  Don  MigaeFs 
army  was  commanded  by  Sir  John  Camp- 
bell, and  that  he  received  all  his  military 
stores  from  this  country.    Tt  was  true  that 
he  had  not  applied  to  England  for  soldiers 
or  sailors,  because  be  had  all  the  resooros 
of  Portugal  at  his  command,  and  because 
he  was  well  aware  that  an  appeal  to  this 
country  was  not  likely  to  procure  him  aoj 
reinforcements.    The  right  hon.   Baronet 
said,  that  Don  Miguel  was  the  choice  of 
the    Portuguese.     Had    the    right    hon. 
Baronet  then  forgotten  the  number  of  bis 
subjects  who  were  immured  in  dungeons, 
or  had  been  transported  to  Africa.     Hit 
whole  conduct  had  proved,  that  he  did  not 
regard  himself  as  the  object  of  the  peoples 
choice,  for  he  had  continually  used  force 
to  keep  himself  on  the  throne,  and  had 
not  hesitated  to  imprison  or  murder  everj 
man  whom  he  suspected.     The  principle 
of  the  present  Government  was  non-inter- 
ference in  the  affairs  of  other  countries, 
and  all  that  they  required  was,  that  other 
nations  should  themselves  pursue  the  same 
system  of  abstinence.     Much    had    been 
said  deprecating  the  adoption  of  a  course 
which  was  likely  to  bring  about  a  collisioa 
between  the  two  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture.    He  admitted  that  it  would  be  a 
great  misfortune  if  such  an  event  should 
occur;   but,  at  the  same  time,  he  most 
say,  that  the  affair  had  not  originated  in 
that  House.  It  could  not  fail  to  be  known 
to  the  promoters  of  the  decision  which  bad 
taken    place  elsewhere,  that    it   was  in 
opposition  to  the  general  feeling,  not  only 
of  the   House  of   Commons  but  of  the 
country.    Whatever  inconvenience,  there- 
fore, might  arise  from  a  marked  and  pro- 
nounced separation  in    opinion  between 
the  qunrter  m  which  the  decision  in  ques- 
tion took  place  and  the  rest  of  the  country, 
it  would  not  be  attributable  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  who  would  only  perform  their 
duty  by  expressing  their  sentiments  upon 
this   important  question ;    but  to   thoee 
who,  he  must  say,  without  cause  or  reason, 
or,  as  he  thought,  any  obvious  utility  to 
be  derived  from  it  to  themselves,  thought 
fit  to  exhibit  a  marked  difference  of  opin- 
ion between   themselves    and   the   other 
branch  of  the  Legislature. 

Colonel  Evans  said,  that  it  was  in  the 
power  of  any  individual  to  bring  the  Fo» 
reign  Enlistment  Act  into  operation  if  he 
could  make  out  a  case  for  that  purpose. 
It  was  not  the  duty  of  Ministers  more  than 

of  other  men  to  carry  it  into  dBEect.    A 
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few  months  back  Don  Miguel's  agents 
tried  to  do  so  and  failed.  Therefore  there 
vras  positive  proof  that  the  law  was  in- 
effectual, as  stated  by  Ministers,  and  in 
that  respect  the  Government  stood  com- 
pletely exculpated.  The  hon.  and  learned 
member  for  Dublin  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  sending  troops  to  Portugal  to 
settle  the  question  at  once,  which  excited 
the  indignation  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
the  member  for  Tamworth,  who  denounced 
the  idea  as  monstrous,  and  unfit  to  be 
listened  to  in  that  assembly.  He  begged 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet  what  was 
the  difference  between  the  case  of  Portugal 
and  that  of  Greece,  in  which  we  interfered 
by  force  of  arms  ?  Was  there  any  principle 
which  prevented  us  from  interfering  with 
respect  to  Portugal,  which  would  not  also 
have  bound  us  not  to  interfere  in  the  case 
of  Belgium  ?  It  might  be  said,  that  our 
interference  with  regard  to  Greece  was 
founded  upon  the  principles  of  expediency 
and  humanity.  Would  not  those  princi- 
ples justify  our  interference  io  the  case  of 
Portugal?  The  right  hon.  member  for 
Tamworth  argued  that  the  submission  of 
the  people  to  the  dominatior^  of  Miguel 
was  paramount  to  all  other  considerations, 
and  perfectly  conclusive  as  to  his  right  to 
reign  ;  but  the  right  hon.  Baronet  seemed 
to  rorget,  that  the  Government  of  which  he 
was  a  member  in  1815  would  not  acknow- 
ledge the  validity  of  that  argument  when 
the  French  people  declared  in  favour  of 
Napoleon,  or,  at  least,  willingly  acquiesced 
in  his  government.  The  ground  upon 
which  the  Ministers  of  that  day  refused  to 
recognize  and  treat  with  Napoleon  was, 
that  no  reliance  was  to  be  placed  upon 
the  fidelity  of  his  engagements,  and  that 
he  had  forfeited  all  claim  to  the  confidence 
of  the  European  powers.  If  that  argument 
were  now  to  be  insisted  upon,  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  must  acknowledge  that  Don 
Miguel  had  forfeited  all  claim  to  be  recog- 
nized as  the  sovereign  of  Portugal. 
Though  he  could  not  pretend  to  argue  the 
question  with  the  same  powers  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  possessed,  yet  he  must 
say,  that  the  opposition  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  to  the  present  Motion  appeared 
to  rest  upon  false  grounds  ;  but  could  he 
prove  that  the  people  of  Portugal  were 
enlisted  in  Don  Miguel's  cause?  If  in 
1688  the  Government  of  this  country 
had  succeeded  in  getting  into  its  power 
all  the  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers  of  the  army,  and  all  persons  of 


note  who  were  opposed  to  it,  would  the 
revolution  have  been  accomplished  at  all  ? 
He  feared  not,  and  then  could  it  have 
been  fairly  said,  that  the  feelings  of  the 
people  were  completely  expressed  by  their 
submission  to  James's  Government.  He 
would  trouble  the  House  with  a  short  quo- 
tation from  a  pamphlet  written  by  Lord 
Porchester,  now  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
who  happened  to  be  in  Portugal  at  the 
time  Don  Miguel  accomplished  his  usurp- 
ation. The  pamphlet  was  an  able  one, 
and  as  it  was  written  by  an  eye-witness 
who  was  not  strongly  imbued  with  radical 
or  republican  notions,  it  mizht  be  received 
with  favour  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
The  passage  was  as  follows :  — *  The  French 
revolution  was,  indeed,  far  more  sanguin- 
'.  ary  than  the  Portuguese ;  but  in  propor- 
tion to  the  extent  of  population  over  which 
its  effects  were  distributed,  it  perhaps 
did  not  infiict  a  greater  amount  of  human 
misery.  The  journals  announced  the 
principal  changes  by  which  Don  Miguel 
became  possessed  of  absolute  dominion, 
but  eye-witnesses  alone  could  justly 
appreciate  the  heart-rending  scenes  that 
accompanied  the  progress  of  a  revolution 
which  overwhelmed  half  the  families  of 
Portugal,  and  shook  the  fabric  of  society. 
No  less  than  20,000  persons  are  supposed 
to  have  emigrated  from  that  little  king- 
dom, or  to  be  still  concealed  within  its 
precincts ;  more  than  15,000  confisca- 
tions are  known  to  have  taken  place,  and 
10,000  individuals  are  believed  to  be 
still  immured  in  its  dungeons — dungeons 
damp  and  swarming  with  vermin — dun- 
geons of  whose  wretchedness  a  British 
public  can  haitlly  form  a  conception. 
Far  happier,  indeed,  were  those  who  died 
by  the  hands  of  the  executioner,  for  their 
torments  were  brief;  but  these  unhappy 
people,  torn  from  their  homes,  chained, 
crowded  together,  deprived  of  wholesome 
food,  of  air,  of  exercise,  and  sometimes 
even  of  light,  are  sinking  prematurely  to 
their  graves,  by  more  protracted  suffer- 
ings. And  will  the  British  nation, sanc« 
tion  these  atrocities,  principally  occa- 
sioned by  her  own  acts,  while  she  has 
the  means  of  redress  in  her  power  ?  We 
have  indisputable  pecuniary  claims  on 
Portugal,  which  we  should  not  relin- 
quish, so  long  as  its  government  continues 
to  outrage  every  feeling  of  justice  and 
humanity.  There  are  no  less  than  six- 
teen grandees  in  emigration,  three  of 
whom  are  related  to  the  royal  family. 
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The  House  divided— Ayes  361 ;  Noes 
98:  Majority  26a. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  and  an  Address 
ordered  to  be  presented  to  hia  Majealy. 


*  I  believe  no  doubt  exists  as  to  the  number 

*  of  confiscations !  the  number  of  persons 

*  who  have  emigrated,  or  are  still  confined 

*  in  prison,  cannot  possibly  be  ascertained 

*  with  certainty.     Letters  from  Lisbon  say 

*  that  20,000  royal  orders  of  confiscation 
'  have  been  i^isued,  but  I  cannot  be  guilty 
'  of  exaggeration  in  computing  them  at 
'  16,000/  Now,  when  they  were  told  of 
the  complete  submission  of  the  Portuguese, 
was  there  not,  he  asked,  good  reason  for 
it  ?  They  possessed  no  leaders,  civil  or 
military  ]  they  had  either  shed  their  blood 
on  the  scaffold  or  been  transported  to 
Africa,  or  were  immured  in  dungeons.  It 
had  been  asked  whether  any  noble  families 
had  joined  Don  Pedro  ?  He  knew  that  a 
considerable  number  of  heads  of  such 
families  was  at  present  in  Oporto.  It  was 
also  said,  that  tne  people  of  Portugal  had 
made  no  demonstrations  against  Don 
Miguel,  but  that  was  incorrect,  for  there 
had  been  a  rising  at  Figueiras.  Much 
stf^s  had  been  laid  upon  the  fiict  that 
Don  Pedro  had  remained  so  long  at  Opor- 
to ;  but  this  told  both  ways,  and  for  his 
own  part  he  considered  it  a  strong  proof 
of  Miguel's  weakness  and  want  of  national 
support,  that  his  opponent  had  been  able 
to  maintain  himself  with  a  small  foreign 
force  for  eleven  months  in  the  second 
town  in  the  kingdom.  He  ventured  to 
assert,  that  Don  Migners  great  force,  which 
be  was  sorry  to  hear  boasted  of  in  that 
House,  was  rapidly  dwindling  away.  If 
he  were  disponed  to  blame  Government  at 
nil  for  their  policy  upon  this  question  it 
was  for  not  having  assumed  a  more 
decided  line  of  conduct,  and  entered  into 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  lawful  sove- 
reign of  Portugal.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, the  member  for  Launceston,  had 
adverted  to  the  old  friendship  subsisting 
between  him  and  Sir  J.  Campbell,  and  he 
wished  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
been  influenced  by  similar  feelings  towards 
Captain  Napier,  whom  he  doubtless  knew, 
and  if  so  must  respect.  He  thought  it 
quite  irrelevant  to  allude  to  what  Captain 
Napier  had  said  in  clubs  or  elsewhere, 
and  trusted  that  the  Government  would 
not  lie  induced  to  inflict  a  severe  penalty 
upon  that  gallant  Officer.  In  the  course 
of  the  discuinsion  but  little  had  been  said  of 
the  injury  which  our  merchants  were  suffer- 
in?  from  the  exinting  state  of  our  relations 
with  Portup:Ql ;  this  was  a  most  important 
part  of  the  iubjeot,  which  he  hoped  would 
attract  the  attention  of  Government. 
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Lefroy,  T. 

Lawif ,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  F. 
Lincoln,  Earl  oi 
Lowther,  Vitcoont 
LK>wther,  Hon.  H.  C. 
Lygon,Hon.CoLU.  B. 
Manners,  Lord  R. 
Maxwell,  H. 
Meynell,  Cmpuia 
Miller,  W.  H. 
Neak,  Admiral  Sir  li. 
Neald,  J. 
Ntcholl,  J. 
Ossulston.Loni 
Peel,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  R 
Perceval,  Col. 
PoUoek,  P. 
Powell,  W,  K. 
Price,  R. 
Pigot,  R. 
Reid,  Sir  J.  R. 
Rohinson,  G.  R. 
Russell,  C. 
Scarlett,  Sir  J. 
Shaw,  F. 
Sunley,  £. 
Smith,  T.  A. 
Stewart,  J. 
Stormont,  V^idcoaot 
,    Somerset,  Lord  G. 
Trevor,  Hon.  G.  R 
Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T. 
Vemey,  Sir  H. 
Vtlliers,  Viacount 
Vyvyan,  Sir  R. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 
Williams,  R. 
Wood,  Colonel  T. 
Wynn,Rt.  Hon.C.W 
Yorke,  Captain  C.  P. 
Young,  J. 

TELLBRa. 

Jervis,J. 
Ross,  C, 


PAiacn  orr. 

Ashley,  Hon,  H.  Patten,  J.  W. 

Conolly,  Col.  E.  M. 

Dick,  Q. 

Forester,  Hon.  G.  C. 

Grant,  Hon.  Colonel 


~ p  —  -  -  -  - 

Peel,  Colonel  J. 
Penruddocke,J.  H. 
Stuart,  W. 
Tullamore,  Lord 


Channel  Fisheries.]  Mr.  Halcomth 
moved  for  a  Select  Committee  to  inqiiiiv 
into  the  present  state  of  the  British  6»b* 
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eriesi  and  the  laws  aflfecttng  the  fishing 
trade  of  England,  with  a  view  to  their 
amendment.  He  said,  his  first  object  was 
to  relieve  that  numerous  and  important 
class  of  persons  who  were  engaged  in  the 
fisheries.  They  were  at  present  suffering 
great  distress  in  consequence  of  various 
injurious  restrictions  and  regulations  to 
which  they  were  subjected,  and  to  which 
the  Legislature  had  not  lately  turned  its 
attention.  For  example,  the  Custom  House 
officers  would  allow  them  to  fish  only  four 
leagues  from  the  coast  while  the  best  fish 
were  to  be  caught  further  out.  This  sub- 
ject had  been  discussed  about  twelve  years 
ago,  and  a  Bill  had  then  passed  that  House 
for  the  relief  of  the  fishermen,  but  it  was 
thrown  out  in  the  House  of  Lords.  What 
he  wanted  now  was  inquiry,  with  a  view 
of  ascertaining  what  measures  could  be 
devised  to  protect  the  fisheries,  and  there- 
by extend  employment  and  the  trade  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  £tff*fia(  wished  to  know  whether  the 
hon.  member  for  Dover  meant  to  confine 
the  investigation  to  the  cod  and  turbot 
fisheries,  or  whether  he  intended  to  inclnde 
an  inquiry  into  the  oyster  trade  and  river 
fisheries  ? 

Mr.  Halcomb  said,  his  Motion  should 
have  no  reference  to  the  internal  fisheries 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  Bemal  put  it  to  the  discretion  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Dover,  whether  any 
benefit  could  result  from  such  an  inquiry 
commenced  at  so  late  a  period  of  the 
Session.  There  were  great  interests  and 
most  important  questions  involved  in  this 
inquiry.  The  Committee  would  have  to 
consider,  not  only  some  questions  of  inter- 
national law,  but  the  conflicting  interests 
of  the  English  fishermen  and  those  of 
Guernsey  and  Jersey. 

The  House  divided — Ayes  63;  Noes 
24:  Majority  20. 

A  Committee  was  appointed. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS, 
Friday,  June  7,  1833. 

MmoTitul  Bilta.  Rend  »  thinl  tliMS-Staicht  Palioe 
Offices  (Laodon). 

PciiUoos  prcMoled.  By  Um  Duke  of  Quawtom,  ttam  Lin- 
mliwhlre,  agatnut  Uie  Mslt  Duty.— By  tht  Karl  of 
SnAnruMmv.  INm  irvtnl  Pteowi  and  by  the  bri  of 
R^SMOii,  Ihm  FollutQiM.  i#iiiMl  Om  19Ut  CtouM  in  the 
Lnoftl  JurbdlcUan  BUI.— By  «  Noblk  Lobd,  trom  Uon- 
Icm  Pinkney,  ffar  the  Amendment  at  the  Sale  nf  Beer 
AtL^Bj  the  Duke  of  Rutmivd.  Lont  StrrriiLD^  and 
Lord  DiwoaatM,  frncn  levtral  Place*,— against  Slavery. 
—By  tht  BMiop  of  LL4if  OAvr,  tram  the  Cler|^  of  hia 
tht  Iflifa  ChiiKh  Refiam  BilL 


Abolition  of  Slavbrt.]  Lord 
Wynford  presented  a  Petition  from  an 
individual  possessing   considerable   pro-. 

Eerty  in  the  West  Indies,  stating  that  be 
ad  invested  a  capital  of  28,000/.  in  slaves 
and  estates,  which  he  had  purchased  from 
the  Crown.  He  demanded  that  his  pro- 
perty, or  an  eauivalent,  should  be  restored 
to  him  when  the  measure  for  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  slaves  should  be  passed. 
The  prayer  of  the  petition  appeared  to  him 
to  be  only  equitable  and  right* 

T^rd  Suffield  presented  thirteen  pe- 
titions from  various  places,  against  negro 
slavery.  His  Lordship  observed,  that  in 
the  remarks  he  made  the  other  night  upon 
this  subject,  he  had  forgotten  to  allude 
to  one  authority,  than  which  a  better 
could  not  be  adduced,  to  prove  that  man 
could  not  be  made  a  ilave.  It  was  the 
authority  of  Chief  Justice  Beat.  In  a 
judgment  which  that  learned  individoal 
had  given  some  time  sinoe,  amongst  other 
exoafient  sentiments  which  he  ntttrad, 
were  the  following :  *'  That  hamao  beings 
could  not  be  the  subject  matter  of  pro- 
perty,'' and  that  any  law  sanctioning 
slavervi  was  '*  an  anti-Christian  law,  and 
one  wnich  violated  the  rights  of  nature^" 

Lord  Wy^ford  said,  the  judgment 
alluded  to  had  been  delivered  by  bim. 
some  twelve  or  thirteen  years  ago ;  and  in 
it  there  was  not  a  single  opinion  expressed 
which  he  was  not  prepared  now  roost 
fully  to  maintain.  It  was  only  in  £ng» 
land  that  he  recognised  that  principle  ;> 
in  any  other  country — especially  in  the 
West*Indies — he  was  not  so  ignorant  not 
to  know  that  it  would  not  obtain*  All  be 
declared  in  that  judgment  was — that  a 
slave  became  a  free  man  the  moment  he 
trod  the  deck  of  a  British-man-of-war. 
No  one  was  more  friendly  to  emancipa- 
tion than  he  was :  but  lie  would  not  con** 
sent  to  it  at  the  expense  of  a  mass  of  in** 
dividuals  who,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
had,  under  the  sanction  of  English  laws,  ■ 
laid  out  their  capital  in  the  West-Indies. 
All  that  ever  he  had  asserted  in  the  judg- 
ment alluded  to,  or  in  anything  else  was, 
that  no  action  could  be  maintained  in  this 
country,  which  would  attempt  to  recog- 
nise'such  a  property  as  man ;  but  he  knew, 
too  well  it  was  very  diflerent  in  other 
countries;  at  all  events  in  tbe  West«'lndies. 
The  Lord  CAanc<?//br :-~Tbat  certainly 
is  the  law,  and  the  sooner  it  is  altered 
the  better. 
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*  I  believe  no  doubt  exists  as  to  the  number 

*  of  confiscations :  the  number  of  persons 

*  who  have  emigrated,  or  are  still  confined 

*  in  prison,  cannot  possibly  be  ascertained 

*  with  certainty.     Letters  from  Lisbon  say 
'  that  ^|000  royal  orders  of  confiscation 

*  have  been  itjisued,  but  I  cannot  be  guilty 

*  of  exaggeration  in  computing  them  at 

*  16,000/  Now,  when  they  were  told  of 
the  complete  submission  of  the  Portuguese, 
was  there  not,  he  asked,  good  reason  for 
it  ?  They  possessed  no  leaders,  civil  or 
military  i  they  had  either  shed  their  blood 
on  the  scaffold  or  been  transported  to 
Africa,  or  were  immured  in  dungeons.  It 
had  been  asked  whether  any  noble  families 
had  joined  Don  Pedro  ?  He  knew  that  a 
considerable  number  of  heads  of  such 
families  was  at  present  in  Oporto.  It  was 
also  said,  that  ttie  people  or  Portugal  had 
made  no  demonstrations  against  Don 
Miguel,  but  that  was  incorrect,  for  there 
had  been  a  rising  at  Figueiras.  Much 
stress  had  been  laid  upon  the  Act  that 
Don  Pedro  had  remained  so  long  at  Opera- 
te s  but  this  told  both  ways,  and  for  bis 
own  part  ha  considered  it  a  strong  proof 
of  Miguel's  weakness  and  want  of  national 
support,  that  his  opponent  had  been  able 
to  maintain  himself  with  a  small  foreign 
force  for  eleven  months  in  the  second 
town  in  the  kingdom.  He  ventured  to 
assert,  that  Don  Mignel's  great  force,  which 
he  was  sorry  to  hear  boasted  of  in  that 
House,  was  rapidly  dwindling  away.  If 
he  were  disposed  to  blame  Government  at 
all  for  their  policy  upon  this  question  it 
was  for  not  having  assumed  a  more 
decided  line  of  conduct,  and  entered  into 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  lawful  sove- 
reign of  Portugal.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, the  member  for  Launceston,  had 
adverted  to  the  old  friendship  subsisting 
between  him  and  Sir  J.  Campbell,  and  he 
wished  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
been  influenced  by  similar  feelings  towards 
Captain  Napier,  whom  he  doubtless  knew, 
and  if  so  must  respect.  He  thought  it 
quite  irrelevant  to  allude  to  what  Captain 
Napier  had  said  in  clubs  or  elsewhere, 
and  trusted  that  the  Government  would 
not  he  induced  to  inflict  a  severe  penalty 
upon  thst  gallant  Officer.  In  the  course 
of  the  discussion  but  little  had  been  said  of 
the  injory  which  our  merchants  were  suffer- 
ing (Vom  the  existing  state  of  our  relations 
with  Porlu)>;nl ;  this  was  a  most  important 
port  of  the  subject,  which  he  hoped  would 
attract  the  attention  of  Government. 


The  House  divided— Ayes  361 ; 
98:  Majority  263. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  and  an  Ai 
ordered  to  be  presented  to  his  Msje 

LUtof 

Apsley,  Lord 
Arbuthoot,  Gen.  H. 
ArchdaIe,Gen. 
Ashley,  Lord 
Attwood,  M. 
Baring,  A. 
Baring,  H.  B. 
Baring,  F.  T. 
Bateaon,  Sir  R. 
Bernard,  Hon.  W.  S. 
Bethelly  R. 
Boiling,  W. 
Bruce,  Lord  E. 
Cartwririit,  W.  R. 
CUve,  Viscount 
Clive,  Hon,  R.  H. 
Cooper,  B.  S. 
Corry,  Hon.  H.  L* 
Chapman,  A« 
Daly,  J. 
Dare,  R.  W.  H. 
Dariington,  Eari  of 
Daffield,  T. 
Dogdale,  W.  S. 
Duncombe,  Hon.  W. 
Eastnor,  Viscount 
Fancoort,  Major 
Ferguson,  Captain  O 
Finch,  G. 
Freemantle,  Sir  T. 
Gillon,  W.  a 
Gladstone,  T. 
Gladstone, 
Gordon, 
Goulbum. 
Grimstoif 
Halcomli 
Halford,! 
HardingJ 
Hanmer,  ( 
Hanmer,  . 
Hayes,  Sir 
Hay,  Sir  J.. 
Herries,  J.  C 
Hill,  Sir  R. 
Hope,  Hon. 
Hodson,  J. 
Elotharo,  Lord 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Jones,  T. 


Ashley,  Hon.  H. 
;  Conolly,  Col.  £.  M« 
I  Dick,  Q. 

j  Forester,  Hon.  G.  C. 
{  Grant,  Hon.  Colonel 

I      Channel  FtnnKii^ 
moved  for  a  Select  C 
I  into  the  present  state 


the  NoKs. 

Inglis,  Sir  R.  I 
Irton,  S. 
KnatchbuU,  Sii 
Langton,  Colo 
Lefroy,  A. 
Lefroy,  T. 
Lewis,  Rt.  He 
Lincoln,  Earl 
Lowther,  \^isc 
Lowther,  Hoi 
Lygon,Hon.(J 
Manners,  Loi 
Maxwell,  H. 
M«yneU,  Ca|J 
M.iller,W.V 
Neale.  Admii 
Noeld,  J. 
Nicholl,  J. 
Ossulston.L 
Feel,  Rt.H< 
Perceval,  C'< 
PoUoek,  F. 
Powell,  W, 

Prioo,  BU 
Pigot,  I'* 
Rei? 
Ro^ 
.     Ru 

Stat 
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The  House  divided-^Ayes  361 ;  Noes 
98:  Majority  263. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  and  an  Address 
ordered  to  be  presented  to  his  Majesty. 


*  I  believe  no  doubt  exists  as  to  the  number 

*  of  confiscations :  the  number  of  persons 

*  who  have  emigrated,  or  are  still  confined 

*  in  prison,  cannot  possibly  be  ascertained 

*  with  certainty.     Letters  from  Lisbon  say 
'  that  20|000  royal  orders  of  confiscation 

*  have  been  issued,  but  I  cannot  be  guilty 

*  of  exaggeration  in  computing  them  at 

*  16,000.'    Now,  when  they  were  told  of 
the  complete  submission  of  the  Portuguese, 
was  there  not,  he  asked,  good  reason  for 
it  ?    They  possessed  no  leaders,  civil  or 
military  ]  they  had  either  shed  their  blood 
on  the  scaffold   or  been  transported  to 
Africa,  or  were  immured  in  dungeons.     It 
had  been  asked  whether  any  noble  families 
had  joined  Don  Pedro  ?     He  knew  that  a 
considerable  number  of   heads  of   such 
families  was  at  present  in  Oporto.    It  was 
also  said,  that  tne  people  or  Portugal  had 
made    no    demonstrations    against  Don 
Miguel,  but  that  was  incorrect,  for  there 
had  been  a  rising  at  Figueiras.     Much 
stress  had  *  been  laid  upon  the  flict  that 
Don  Pedro  had  remained  so  long  at  Opor- 
to ;  but  this  told  both  ways,  and  for  his 
own  part  he  considered  it  a  strong  proof 
of  Miguel's  weakness  and  want  of  national 
support,  that  his  opponent  had  been  able 
to  maintain  himself  with  a  small  foreign 
force  for  eleven  months  in  the  second 
town  in  the  kingdom.     He  ventured  to 
assert,  that  Don  MignePs  great  force,  which 
he  was  sorry  to  hear  boasted  of  in  that 
House,  was  rapidly  dwindling  away.     If 
he  were  disposed  to  blame  Government  at 
nil  for  their  policy  upon  this  question  it 
was    for    not    having    assumed   a  more 
decided  line  of  conduct,  and  entered  into 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  lawful  sove- 
reign of  Portugal.     The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, the   member  for  Launceston,  had 
adverted  to  the  old  friendship  subsisting 
between  him  and  Sir  J.  Campbell,  and  he 
wished  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
boen  influenced  by  similar  feeling  towards 
Captain  Napier,  whom  he  doubtless  knew, 
and  if  so  must  respect.     He  thought  it 
quite  irrelevant  to  allude  to  what  Captain 
Napier  had  said  in  clubs  or  elsewhere, 
and   trusted  that  the  Government  would 
not  he  induced  to  inflict  a  severe  penalty 
upon  that  gallant  Officer.     In  the  course 
of  the  discussion  but  little  had  been  said  of 
the  injury  which  our  merchants  were  sufTer- 
inpr  from  the  exinting  state  of  our  relations 
with  Portup;al ;  this  was  a  most  important 
part  of  the  subject,  which  he  hoped  would 
attract  the  attention  of  Government. 


List  of 

Apsley,  Lord 
Arbuthnot,  Gen.  IL 
Archda1e,Gen. 
Ashley,  Lord 
Attwood,  M. 
Baring,  A. 
Baring,  H.  B. 
Baring,  F.  T. 
Bateson,  Sir  R. 
Bernard,  lipn.  W.  S. 
Bethell,  R. 
Boiling,  W. 
Bruce,  Lord  £. 
Cartwri^t,  W.  R. 
Clive,  Viscount 
Clive,  Hon,  E.  H. 
Cooper,  E.  S. 
Corry,  Hon.  II.  L* 
Chapman,  A« 
Daly,  J. 
Dare,  R.  W.  H. 
Darlington,  Earl  of 
Doffield,  T. 
Dugdale,  W.  S. 
Duncombe,  Hon.  W. 
Eastnor,  Viscount 
Fancourt,  Major 
Ferguson,  Captain  G 
Finch,  G. 
Freemantle,  Sir  T. 
GiMon,  W.  D. 
Gladstone,  T. 
Gladstone,  W.  £. 
Gordon,  Hon.  W. 
Goulburn,  Rt.  Hon,  II 
Grim s  ton,  Viscount 
Halcoml),  J. 
Halford,  H. 
Hardinge,  Sir  H. 
Hanmer,  Sir  J. 
Hanmer,  Colonel  H. 
Hayes,  Sir  E. 
Hay,  Sir  J. 
Herries,  J.  C. 
Hill,  Sir  U. 
Hope,  Hon.  Sir  A. 
Hodson,  J. 
Hotham,  Lord 
Jermyn^  Earl 
Jones,  T. 


the  Noes. 

Inglis,  Sir  R.  H. 
Irtoo,  S. 

Knatchbull,  Sir  E. 
LangtoQ,  Colonel  G. 
Lefroy,  A. 
Lefroy,  T. 

Lswts,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  F. 
Lincoln,  Earl  of 
Lowther,  Viscount 
Lowther,  Hon.  H.  C. 
Lygon,Hon.Col.Ii.  B. 
Manners,  Lord  R. 
Maxwell,  H. 
Meynell,  Captain 
Miller,  W.  H. 
Neale,  Admiral  Sir  H. 
Neald,  J. 
Nicholl,  J. 
Ossulston.Lord 
P^el,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  R. 
Perceval,  Col. 
Pollock,  F. 
Powell,  W,  E. 
Prioe,  R. 
Pigot,  R. 
Reid,  Sir  J.  R. 
Robinson,  G.  R. 
.    Russell,  C. 
Scarlett,  Sir  J. 
Shaw,  F. 
Stanley,  £. 
Smith,  T.  A. 
Stewart,  J. 
S  torment.  Viscount 
Somerset,  Lord  G. 
Trevor,  Hon.  G.  R. 
Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T. 
Verney,  Sir  H. 
Villiers,  Viscount 
Vyvyan,  Sir  R, 
Walt,  C.  B. 
Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 
Williams,  R. 
Wood,  Colonel  T. 
Wynn,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  W. 
Yorke,  Captain  C.  P. 
Young,  J. 

TELLsas. 
Jervis,J. 
Ross,  C. 


PAiaEU  OF?. 


Ashley,  Hon.  H. 

Conoily,  Col.  E.  M. 

Dick,  Q. 
j  Forester,  Hon.  G.  C. 
I  Grant,  Hon.  Colonel 


Patien,  J.  W. 
Peel,  Colonel  J, 
Penniddocke,  J,  H. 
Stuart,  W. 
Tullaroore,  Lord 


I  CiiAKNKL  Fisheries.]  Mr.  Halcomb 
I  moved  for  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire 
I  into  the  present  state  of  the  British  fish* 


446 


Chwmol  Piskeries. 


{Ji7kb7}  AboKium  of  Stavwy.  446 


eriei«  and  the  laws  affecting  tha  fishing 
trade  of  England,  with  a  view  to  their 
amendment.  He  said,  his  first  object  was 
to  relieve  that  numerous  and  important 
class  of  persons  who  were  engaged  in  the 
fisheries.  They  were  at  present  suffering 
great  distress  in  consequence  of  various 
injurious  restrictions  and  regulations  to 
which  they  were  subjected,  and  to  which 
the  Legislature  had  not  lately  turned  its 
attention.  For  example,  the  Custom  House 
officers  would  allow  them  to  fish  only  four 
leagues  from  the  coast  while  the  best  fish 
were  to  be  caught  further  out.  This  sub- 
ject had  been  discussed  about  twelve  years 
ago,  and  a  Bill  had  then  passed  that  House 
for  the  relief  of  the  fishermen,  but  it  was 
thrown  out  in  the  House  of  Lords.  What 
he  wanted  now  was  inquiry,  with  a  view 
of  ascertaining  what  measures  could  be 
devised  to  protect  the  fisheries,  and  there* 
by  extend  employment  and  the  trade  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  fema/ wished  to  know  whether  the 
hon.  member  for  Dover  meant  to  confine 
the  investigation  to  the  cod  and  turbot 
fisheries,  or  whether  he  intended  to  inclnde 
an  inquiry  into  the  oyster  trade  and  river 
fisheries? 

Mr.  Halcomb  said,  his  Motion  should 
have  no  reference  to  the  internal  fisheries 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  Bemal  put  it  to  the  discretion  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Dover,  whether  any 
benefit  could  result  from  such  an  inquiry 
commenced  at  so  late  a  period  of  the 
Session.  There  were  great  interests  and 
most  important  questions  involved  in  this 
inquiry.  The  Committee  would  have  to 
consider,  not  only  some  questions  of  inter- 
national law,  but  the  conflicting  interests 
of  the  English  fishermen  and  those  of 
Guernsey  and  Jersey. 

The  House  divided — Ayes  63;  Noes 
24:  Majority  20. 

A  Commhtee  was  appointed. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 
Friday,  June  7,  1833. 

Hmom.]  Billi.  nead  a  Uiiid  UnMS-^Uivh;  Polioe 
oOmi  (Uodai). 

P«UUow  pfoeolML  By  Uw  Duke  of  GwAwros,  fnm  Lin- 
cDliMhlre.  aipinit  Uw  Malt  Duty.— By  the  Karl  of 
SmAmammvt  ham  wwral  Ptocait  and  liy  Uw  Karl  c€ 
IU0IIOIU  fttom  FoUutpoe,  i«aiiMt  tha  IStli  ClauM  In  the 
Looal  JurtMllcUoa  BUI.— By  a  Noblr  Lord,  ftom  More- 
loa  Pinkney*  tat  the  Ameiidment  of  ttve  Kale  of  Beer 
AflC»— By  Uw  Dttke  of  Rutmnd,  Lord  Svrrtsko,  and 
Loed  Dmoaaaif,  ttom  several  Place*, — agaiiMt  Slavery. 
^By  fhe  Bishop  of  LLAXDAvr.  ttam  the  Clergy  of  hia 
Um  Ifiab  ChuRb  Relbna  BiU. 


Aboution  of  Slavxht.]  Lord 
Wynford  presented  a  Petition  from  an 
individual  possessing  considerable  pro- 
perty in  the  West  Indies,  stating  that  he 
bad  invested  a  capital  of  28,000/.  in  slaves 
and  estates,  whicli  he  had  purchased  from 
the  Crown.  He  demanded  that  his  pro- 
perty, or  an  eciuivalent,  should  be  restored 
to  him  when  the  measure  for  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  slaves  should  be  passed. 
The  prayer  of  the  petition  appeared  to  him 
to  be  only  equitable  and  right* 

Lord  Suffield  presented  thirteen  pe- 
titions from  various  places,  against  negro 
slavery.  His  Lordship  observed,  that  in 
the  remarks  he  made  the  other  night  upon 
this  subject,  he  had  forgotten  to  allude 
to  one  authority,  than  which  a  better 
could  not  be  adduced,  to  prove  that  man 
could  not  be  made  a  slave.  It  was  the 
authority  of  Chief  Justice  Boat.  In  a 
judgment  which  that  learned  individual 
had  given  some  time  since,  amongst  other 
excellent  sentiments  which  he  uttered, 
were  the  following :  **  That  human  beings 
could  not  be  the  subject  matter  of  pro- 
perty," and  that  any  law  sanction  iog 
slavery,  was  '*  an  anti-Christian  law,  imd 
one  which  violated  the  rights  of  nature**' 

Lord  Wy^ford  said,  the  judgment 
alluded  to  had  been  delivered  by  him 
some  twelve  or  thirteen  years  ago ;  and  in 
it  there  was  not  a  single  opinion  expressed 
which  he  was  not  prepared  now  moat 
fully  to  maintain.  It  was  only  in  £ng* 
land  that  he  recognised  that  principle  r 
in  any  other  country — especially  in  the 
West-Indies — he  was  not  so  ignorant  not 
to  know  that  it  would  not  obtain*  All  he 
declared  in  that  judgment  was— that  a 
slave  became  a  free  man  the  moment  he 
trod  the  deck  of  a  British-man-of-war. 
No  one  was  more  friendly  to  emancipa- 
tion than  he  was :  but  he  would  not  con- 
sent to  it  at  the  expense  of  a  masa  of  in- 
dividuals who,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
had,  under  the  sanction  of  English  laws, 
laid  out  iheir  capital  in  the  West-Indies. 
All  that  ever  he  had  asserted  in  the  judg- 
ment alluded  to,  or  in  anything  else  was, 
that  no  action  could  be  maintained  in  this 
country,  which  would  attempt  to  recog« 
nixe'such  a  property  as  man ;  but  he  knew, 
too  well  it  was  very  diffierent  in  other 
countries ;  at  all  events  in  the  West^'Indies, 

The  Lord  CAannr//or :— That  certainly 
is  the  law,  and  the  sooner  it  is  altered 
the  better. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Friday,    June  7,     1833. 

MiNUTZB.]  Papers  ordered.  On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Hume, 
the  Number  of  Persons  Executed  for  Forgery  on  the 
Bank  of  England,  in  eadi  year  from  1791  to  1829,  inda- 
sive :  abo  an  Account  of  the  per  Centage  and  Emolumentt 
rec«Ted  by  each  of  the  Commiuioneri  of  Land  and 
Aflaeaaed  Taxes;  and  by  eai^  of  the  Collecton  of  Taxes  in 
London  and  Middlesex,  fbr  the  last  year  of  which  the 
Returns  can  be  prepared :  also  of  the  Number  of  Sur- 
dukigcs  for  the  House  and  Window  Tax  in  Lcmdon  and 
Middlesex,  in  the  year  ending  5th  April,  1833. 

Bin.     Read  a  third  time : — Quaken'  Affirmation. 

Petitions  presented.  By  Colonel  Evans,  from  several  Places, 
i^ainst  the  House  and  Window  Duties. — ^By  Sir  Michabi. 
Shaw  STSWAifr,  from  Greenock,  against  Slavery. — ^By 
Mr.  Wklbt,  from  StamHwd,  and  other  Places,  against 
any  Alteration  of  the  Act  granting  Exemptions  in  respect 
to  County  Rates. 

Factories' Regulation  Bill.]  Mr. 
James  presented  the  Petition  of  800  per- 
sons of  the  Working  Classes,  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Cariisle,  praying  for  the  Abo- 
lition of  Infant  Slavery  in  Factories,  and 
that  the  subject  of  the  hours  of  employ- 
ment of  children  in  those  places  may  be 
taken  under  the  immediate  consideration 
of  the  Legislature.  They  declared  them- 
selves satisfied  of  the  necessity  of  legisla- 
tive interference — and  suggested,  that  in- 
fants, under  a  certain  age,  should  not  be 
employed  at  all ;  and  that  in  all  cases  the 
hours  of  labour  in  factories  should  be 
limited  to  ten  hours  per  day. 

Mr.  Philip  Howard  was  aware  of  the 
interest  which  the  Factory  Bill  had  created 
not  only  at  Carlisle,  but  he  might  almost 
say  generally  throughout  England.  At 
the  same  time  that  he  felt  all  the  difficulty 
of  legislative  interference,  he  took  that  oc- 
casion to  observe  that  many  of  the  manu- 
facturers were  anxious  to  do  away  with  the 
melancholy  system  of  nigh  t  work  in  factories. 
It  was  likewise,  he  had  good  grounds  for 
believing,  the  opinion  of  many,  that  the 
labour  of  children  might  without  detri- 
ment to  the  trade,  be  restricted  to  eleven 
hours,  but  to  the  Ten  Hours  Bill,  and  to 
its  minute  and  vexatious  regulations  nearly 
every  branch  of  trade  appeared  to  be  de- 
cidedly opposed. 

Petition  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Collection  of  Tithes  (Ireland).] 
Mr.  G'CanneU  moved  for  a  return  of  the 
number  of  writs  issued  or  sealed  by  the 
Court  of  Ring's  Bench,  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  and  the  law  side  of  the 
Exchequer  in  Ireland,  from  the  last  day  of 
April  to  the  1 0th  of  June,  1832,  distin- 
guishing in  how  many  of  those  cases 
clergymen  were  plaintiiTs ;  also  a  similar 


return  for  the  same  period  in  the  year 
1833.  Having  last  night  promised  an 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  Lefroy), 
that  he  would  furnish  instances  of  oppres- 
sion in  the  collection  of  tithes  in  Ireland, 
he  was  now  enabled  to  name  the  reverend 
Dr.  Sullivan,  rector  of  Kilronan,  who,  it 
could  be  proved,  had  issued  a  number  of 
writs  ;  and  on  the  tithes  being  tendered, 
the  money  was  refused,  and  the  parties 
were  referred  to  the  attorney.  The  object 
of  his  Motion  was  to  show  the  extent  to 
which  such  writs  had  been  issued. 

Mr.  Lefroy  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the 
Motion,  but  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  contrast  between  the  general 
charge  brought  yesterday  by  the  learned 
Gentleman  against  a  large  body  of  the 
clergy  of  Ireland,  and  the  proof  ofiTered 
to-day  in  support  of  it,  which  had  dwindled 
to  a  single  instance.  The  learned  Mem- 
ber had  not  told  the  House  how  much 
tithe  these  persons  owed  besides  the  half 
year  due  at  May ;  and  if  they  were  to  be 
sued,  the  whole  demand  would  necessarily 
be  included ;  if  not,  we  should  hear  of 
another  sort  of  oppr^on,  by  the  multi- 
plication of  suits.  But  what  was  the  op- 
pression, if  a  clergyman  or  any  other  man 
was  obliged  to  sue  for  his  rights,  to  refer 
the  party  sued  to  his  attorney.^  He  saw 
no  oppression  in  all  this — ^but  if  there 
was,  what  body  of  men  could  be  found 
in  which  a  single  instance  of  oppression 
might  not  occur?  Would  the  clergy  of 
England  bear  to  be  tried  by  such  a  test  ? 
As  to  the  precise  object  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  Motion,  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  understand  it,  unless  it  were  to  be 
maintained  that  a  clergyman  was  not  en- 
titled to  sue  for  his  right  in  Ireland  like 
any  other  man.  Did  the  learned  Gentle* 
man  mean  to  say,  that  tithes  were  not  pro- 
perty—or that  the  Irish  clergy  were  to  be 
treated  as  outlaws,  and  not  entitled  to 
sue  for  their  property  ?  Unless  this  was 
the  doctrine  to  be  maintained,  he  (Mr. 
Lefroy V  could  not  see  the  object  in  dis- 
tinguishing between  writs  issued  on  behalf 
of  clergymen,  and  others. 

Mr.  O'Connell  said,  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  for  the  University  appeared 
quite  to  misunderstand  him.  Hehad  men- 
tioned one  name  because  that  name  had 
been  transmitted  to  him,  and  the  facts 
connected  with  the  case  were  ready  to  be 
substantiated.  He  had  received  ac^counts 
of  many  other  cases  of  a  similar  descrip- 
tion, in  which  the  names  of  the  parishes. 
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thoogfa  not  of  the  clergymeD,  were  given. 
The  hon.  and  learned  member  was  also 
in  error  in  supposing  him  to  say,  that  the 
clergy  should  not  enforce  their  rights  as 
other  persons  did.  What  was  complained 
of  was,  that  that  clergy  did  not  do  as  others 
did — namely,  demand  their  tithe-debts 
before  they  proceeded  at  law  to  recover 
them.  In  all  the  cases  to  which  he  had 
referred  there  had  been  no  prior  demand 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  writs  were 
issued  for  tithes  due  on  the  1st  of  May, 
to  the  amount  of  several  hundreds.  If 
such  a  line  of  conduct  was  pursued  by 
a  Commander-in-chief,  or  a  Judge,  he 
should  stigmatise  it  as  no  less  unjust  and 
oppressive  than  when  it  was  pursued  by 
a  clergyman. 

Mr.  Henry  Grattan  declared,  that  if  the 
hon.  member  for  the  University  of  Dublin 
was  not  satisfied  with  the  statement  that 
had  been  made  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  he  would 
pledge  himself  to  produce  plenty  of  evi- 
dence of  a  similar  nature.  They  were 
cases  of  every  day  occurrence.  There 
was  the  case  of  a  Mr.  Armstrong,  who  se- 
lected from  a  numbeviof  cattle  that  might 
haTe  been  taken,  those  that  were  the  least 
capable  of  being  driven,  and  instead  of 
placing  them  in  a  pound  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, had  them  sent  to  a  distance  of 
neariy  five  miles.  The  question  was  now 
become  a  most  serious  one.  On  a  recent 
occasion  the  29th  regiment  was  called 
out,  and  a  body  of  police,  to  disperse  a 
large  nnmber  of  persons  that  were  as- 
sembled, when  the  soldiers  refused  to  fire, 
hot  the  police  did  so,  and  one  man  was 
killed.  The  state  of  the  country  was  such 
that  Irish  Members  could  not  be  silent  any 
longer,  and  he  entreated  the  noble  Lord 
(Althorp)  to  bring  forward  his  Motion  with 
respect  to  Irish  tithes  without  delay.  Even  if 
the  hon.  member  for  Staffordshire  (Mr. 
Littleton),  should  not  be  able  to  take  his 
seat  next  week,  he  hoped  no  further  delay 
would  take  place  in  bringing  forward  this 
question,  as  the  peace  of  Ireland  depended 
Qpoo  its  speedy  and  satisfactory  settlement. 

Mr.  O'Connell  bore  testimony  to  the 
general  humanity  and  good  conduct  of  the 
military  when  brought  into  collision  with 
the  people,  as  distinguished  from  the 
conduct  of  the  police.  On  the  occasion 
already  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  member 
for  Meath  (Mr.  Grattan)  the  Commander 
of  the  troops  directed  them  not  to  fire  at 
the  people  who  were  near  them. 

VOL.  XVIII.  {JftJ} 


I  Mr.  Finn  was  sure,  that  if  the  people  of 
Scotland  and  England  were  ordered  to 
pay  tithes  like  the  Irish,  they  would  not 
submit  to  it  for  one  hour.  In  point  of 
fact  the  tithe  system  in  Ireland  must  be 
extinguished.  In  the  county  of  Carlow, 
just  now,  a  clergyman  (Mr.  Whitby)  issued 
processes  for  the  payment  of  his  tithes, 
drove  off  the  cattle  worth  8/.  a-head, 
and  sold  them  for  4/.  each.  It  would  be 
well  for  the  gentlemen  of  England  and 
Scotland  to  understand  and  be  aware  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  would  not  continue 
to  pay  that  impost  for  ever-* which  would 
not  be  borne  for  a  day,  either  in  England 
or  Scotland. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
prolong  a  discussion  so  very  irregularly 
introduced  as  the  present  had  been,  by  the 
hon.  member  for  Dublin,  making  amotion 
without  notice,  and  on  a  day  that  orders 
take  precedence  of  motions,  even  if  notice 
had  been  given.  However,  the  occasion 
had  been  seized  with  avidity  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Meath  (Mr.  Henry  Grattan) 
and  other  Gentlemen,  to  cast  odium  and 
reproach  upon  the  clergy  of  the  Established 
Church  in  Ireland;  and  reluctant  as  he 
was  to  trouble  the  House  by  continuing  a 
desultory  discussion,  he  could  not  suffer  the 
attempt  to  be  made,  and  remain  silent,  and 
hear  the  charge  of  tyranny  and  oppression 
brought  against  the  Irish  clergy  witliont 
repelling  it.  At  the  present  moment  there 
was  not  due  to  them  less  than  an  average 
of  three  years'  income.  He  had  already 
moved  for  a  return  of  the  arrears  of  tilhe 
withheld  from  them — it  was  not  yet  made 
to  the  House,  but  he  could  state,  in  three 
dioceses  alone  out  of  two-and-twenty  in 
Ireland,  a  sum  of  170,000/.  remained  due 
to  the  clergy.  Here,  then,  was  a  number  of 
educated  gentlemen,  amounting  to  nearly 
2,000  — few  of  them  with  any  pri- 
vate property  worth  mentioning — them- 
selves and  their  families  to  subsist  for  three 
years  without  their  just  and  lawful  incomes 
— exposed  to  the  utmost  privations — fore- 
going every  possible  expense — forced  to 
drop  the  insurance  on  tlieir  lives — to  re- 
move their  children  from  school — to  part 
with  their  plate,  their  books,  and  every 
article  convertible  into  money,  to  give  food 
to  their  families — exhibiting  a  forbearance 
beyond  all  precedent — a  mfldness  and  sub- 
mission, joined  with  an  independence  of 
spirit  which,  he  ventured  to  aflBrm,  no 
other  body  in  the  State  would  have  evinced 
under  the  same  circumstances  ^  and  just 
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proclamation?  That  was  an  important 
question,  as  connected  with  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law,  because  it  was  conceived, 
that  the  issuing  of  such  a  proclamation  in 
the  present  case  might  have  prevented  an 
invasion  of  Portugal,  by  the  fleet  that  had 
been  so  often  referred  to.  The  effect  of 
the  former  proclamation  might  be  known 
by  what  was  said  by  Lord  Castlereagh. 
When  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act  was 
proposed  to  that  House,  the  noble  Lord 
stated,  as  the  ground  on  which  he  intro- 
duced it,  the  total  inefficacy  of  the  Pro- 
clamation   issued    in    1817.      He  said, 

*  Not  only  individuals,  whom  perhaps  it 
'  would  not  have  been  impossible  to 
'  restrain — not  only  officers  in  small  num- 

*  bers  went  out  to  join  the  insurgent  corps 

*  — ^but  there  was  a  regular  organization 

*  of  troops— regiments  regularly  formed, 

*  left  this  country ;  and  ships  of  war  were 

*  prepared  in  our  out-ports,  and  transports 

*  were  chartered  to  carry  out  troops  and 

*  ammunition/*  Lord  Bathurst  made  a 
similar  statement,  and  added,  that  it  had 
been  intimated  to  all  officers  on  half-pay, 
that  they  were  not  to  embark  on  foreign 
service,  but  that  they  had  persisted  in 
doing  so.  So  the  proclamation  to  our 
subjects  in  general,  and  to  our  officers 
on  half-pay  had  been  equally  and  en- 
tirely inenectual.  He  therefore  said, 
that  it  would  have  been  nugatory  and 
useless  for  his  Majesty's  Government 
to  have  issued  similar  Proclamations  on 
this  occasion,  for  they  would  have  pro- 
duced no  beneficial  effects  whatever. 
The  greatest  difficulty,  in  fact,  was  expe- 
rienced in  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the 
Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  because  it  re- 
quired proof  which  it  was  almost  impossi- 
ble to  obtain,  except  from  the  parties 
themselves  against  whom  the  Act  would 
operate.  He  submitted  to  the  House, 
confident  of  its  decision,  that  the  Minis- 
ters had  not  done  anything  or  omitted  to 
do  anything  inconsistent  with  the  charac- 
ter of  neutrality  which  they  had  assumed. 
They  had  rigidly  adhered  to  the  line  of 
policy  which  they  had  professed  their  in- 
tention to  maintain,  and  nothing  was 
stated  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  alluded  to, 
which  had  not  been  faithfully  acted  upon 
by  the  Government.  There  seemed  to  be 
a  disposition  to  look  at  only  one  side  of 
the  question  in  this  case.     The   House 
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should  bear  in  mind  that  Don  Miguel's 
army  was  commanded  by  Sir  John  Camp- 
bell, and  that  he  received  all  his  military 
stores  from  this  country.    It  was  true  that 
he  had  not  applied  to  England  for  soldiers 
or  sailors,  because  he  had  all  the  resources 
of  Portugal  at  his  command,  and  because 
he  was  well  aware  that  an  appeal  to  this 
country  was  not  likely  to  procure  him  any 
reinforcements.    The  right  hon.  Baronet 
said,  that  Don  Miguel  was  the  choice  of 
the    Portuguese.     Had    the   right    hon. 
Baronet  then  forgotten  the  number  of  his 
subjects  who  were  immured  in  dungeons, 
or  had  been  transported  to  Africa.     His 
whole  conduct  had  proved,  that  he  did  not 
regard  himself  as  the  object  of  the  people's 
choice,  for  he  had  continually  used  force 
to  keep  himself  on  the  throne,  and  had 
not  hesitated  to  imprison  or  murder  every 
man  whom  he  suspected.     The  principle 
of  the  present  Government  was  non-inter- 
ference in  the  affairs  of  other  countries, 
and  all  that  they  required  was,  that  other 
nations  should  themselves  pursue  the  same 
system  of  abstinence.     Much   had   been 
said  deprecating  the  adoption  of  a  course 
which  was  likely  to  bring  about  a  collision 
between  the  two  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture.    He  admitted  that  it  would  be  a 
great  misfortune  if  such  an  event  should 
occur;   but,  at  the  same  time,  he  must 
say,  that  the  affair  had  not  originated  in 
that  House.  It  could  not  fail  to  be  known 
to  the  promoters  of  the  decision  which  had 
taken    place  elsewhere,  that    it  was   ia 
opposition  to  the  general  feeling,  not  only 
of  the   House  of   Commons  but  of  the 
country.    Whatever  inconvenience,  there- 
fore, might  arise  from  a  marked  and  pro- 
nounced separation  in    opinion  between 
the  quarter  in  which  the  decision  in  ques- 
tion took  place  and  the  rest  of  the  country, 
it  would  not  be  attributable  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  who  would  only  perform  their 
duty  by  expressing  their  sentiments  upon 
this  important  question ;    but  to   those 
who,  he  must  say,  without  cause  or  reason, 
or,  as  he  thought,  any  obvious  utility  to 
be  derived  from  it  to  themselves,  thought 
fit  to  exhibit  a  marked  diflTerence  of  opin- 
ion between  themselves    and   the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature. 

Colonel  Evans  said,  that  it  was  in  the 
power  of  any  individual  to  bring  the  Fo- 
reign Enlistment  Act  into  operation  if  he 
could  make  out  a  case  for  that  purpose. 
It  was  not  the  duty  of  Ministers  more  than 

of  other  men  to  carry  it  into  ^ect.    A 
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few  months  back  Don  Miguel's  agents 
tried  to  do  so  and  failed.  Therefore  there 
was  positive  proof  that  the  law  was  in- 
efiectual,  as  stated  by  Ministers,  and  in 
that  respect  the  Government  stood  com- 
pletely exculpated.  The  hon.  and  learned 
member  for  Dublin  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  sending  troops  to  Portugal  to 
settle  the  question  at  once,  which  excited 
the  indignation  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
the  member  for  Tarn  worth,  who  denounced 
the  idea  as  monstrous,  and  unfit  to  be 
listened  to  in  that  assembly.  ,He  begged 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet  what  was 
the  difference  between  the  case  of  Portugal 
and  that  of  Greece,  in  which  we  interfered 
by  force  of  arms  ?  Was  there  any  principle 
which  prevented  us  from  interfering  with 
respect  to  Portugal,  which  would  not  also 
have  bound  us  not  to  interfere  in  the  case 
of  Belgium  ?  It  might  be  said,  that  our 
interference  with  regard  to  Greece  was 
founded  upon  the  principles  of  expediency 
and  humanity.  Would  not  those  princi- 
ples justify  our  interference  in  the  case  of 
Portugal?  The  right  hon.  member  for 
Tamworth  argued  that  the  submission  of 
the  people  to  the  dominatioi^  of  Miguel 
was  paramount  to  all  other  considerations, 
and  perfectly  conclusive  as  to  his  right  to 
reign  ;  but  the  right  hon.  Baronet  seemed 
to  forget,  that  the  Government  of  which  he 
was  a  member  in  1815  would  not  acknow- 
ledge the  validity  of  that  argument  when 
the  French  people  declared  in  favour  of 
Napoleon,  or,  at  least,  willingly  acquiesced 
in  his  government.  The  ground  upon 
which  the  Ministers  of  that  day  refused  to 
recognize  and  treat  with  Napoleon  was, 
that  no  reliance  was  to  be  placed  upon 
the  fidelity  of  his  engagements,  and  that 
be  had  forfeited  all  claim  to  the  confidence 
of  the  European  powers.  If  that  argument 
were  now  to  be  insisted  upon,  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  must  acknowledge  that  Don 
Mignel  had  forfeited  all  claim  to  be  recog- 
nized as  the  sovereign  of  Portugal. 
Though  he  could  not  pretend  to  argue  the 
question  with  the  same  powers  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  possessed,  yet  he  must 
say,  that  the  opposition  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  to  the  present  Motion  appeared 
to  rest  upon  false  grounds  ;  but  could  he 
prove  that  the  people  of  Portugal  were 
enlisted  in  Don  Miguel's  cause?  If  in 
1688  the  Government  of  this  country 
had  succeeded  in  getting  into  its  power 
all  the  officers  and  non-commissioned 
ofTicers  of  the  army,  and  all  persons  of 


note  who  were  opposed  to  it,  would  the 
revolution  have  been  accomplished  at  all  ? 
He  feared  not,  and  then  could  it  have 
been  fairly  said,  that  the  feelings  of  the 
people  were  completely  expressed  by  their 
submission  to  James's  Government.  He 
would  trouble  the  House  with  a  short  quo- 
tation from  a  pamphlet  written  by  Lord 
Porchester,  now  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
who  happened  to  be  in  Portugal  at  the 
time  Don  Miguel  accomplished  his  usurp- 
ation. The  pamphlet  was  an  able  one, 
and  as  it  was  written  by  an  eye-witness 
who  was  not  strongly  imbued  with  radical 
or  republican  notions,  it  might  be  received 
with  favour  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
The  passage  was  as  follows : — •  The  French 
revolution  was,  indeed,  far  more  sanguin- 
.  ary  than  the  Portuguese ;  but  in  propor- 
tion to  the  extent  of  population  over  which 
its  effects  were  distributed,  it  perhaps 
did  not  inflict  a  greater  amount  of  human 
misery.  The  journals  announced  the 
principal  changes  by  which  Don  Miguel 
became  possessed  of  absolute  dominion, 
but  eye-witnesses  alone  could  justly 
appreciate  the  heart-rending  scenes  that 
accompanied  the  progress  of  a  revolution 
which  overwhelmed  half  the  families  of 
Portugal,  and  shook  the  fabric  of  society. 
No  less  than  20,000  persons  are  supposed 
to  have  emigrated  from  that  little  king- 
dom, or  to  be  still  concealed  within  its 
precincts ;  more  than  15,000  confisca- 
tions are  known  to  have  taken  place,  and 
10,000  individuals  are  believed  to  be 
still  immured  in  its  dungeons— dungeons 
damp  and  swarming  with  vermin — dun- 
geons of  whose  wretchedness  a  British 
public  can  hardly  form  a  conception. 
Far  happier,  indecMi,  were  those  who  died 
by  the  hands  of  the  executioner,  for  their 
torments  were  brief;  but  these  unhappy 
people,  torn  from  their  homes,  chained, 
crowded  together,  deprived  of  wholesome 
food,  of  air,  of  exercise,  and  sometimes 
even  of  light,  are  sinking  prematurely  to 
their  graves,  by  more  protracted  suffer- 
ings. And  will  the  British  nation* sanc« 
tion  these  atrocities,  principally  occa- 
sioned by  her  own  acts,  while  she  has 
the  means  of  redress  in  her  power?  We 
have  indisputable  pecuniary  claims  on 
Portugal,  which  we  should  not  relin- 
quish, so  long  as  its  government  continues 
to  outrage  every  feeling  of  justice  and 
humanity.  There  are  no  less  than  six- 
teen grandees  in  emigration,  three  of 
whom  are  related  to  the  royal  family. 
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*  I  believe  no  doubt  exitts  as  to  the  number 
'  of  oonfiications :  the  number  of  persons 
'  who  have  emig^ted,  or  are  still  confined 

*  in  prison,  cannot  possibly  be  ascertained 

*  with  certainty.     Letters  from  Lisbon  say 

*  that  20,000  royal  orders  of  confiscation 
<  have  been  it^sued,  but  I  cannot  be  guilty 
'  of  exaggeration  in  compuiing  them  at 
'  16,000.'  Now,  when  they  were  told  of 
the  complete  submission  of  the  Portuguese, 
was  there  not,  he  asked,  good  reason  for 
it  ?  They  possessed  no  leaders,  civil  or 
military ;  they  had  either  shed  their  blood 
on  the  scaffold  or  been  transported  to 
Africa,  or  were  immured  in  dungeons.  It 
had  been  asked  whether  any  noble  families 
had  joined  Don  Pedro  ?  He  knew  that  a 
considerable  number  of  heads  of  such 
families  was  at  present  in  Oporto.  It  was 
also  said,  that  the  people  of  Portugal  had 
made  no  demonstrations  against  Don 
Miguel,  but  that  was  incorrect,  for  there 
had  been  a  rising  at  Figueiras.  Much 
stress  had  been  laid  upon  the  (\ict  that 
Don  Pedro  had  remained  so  long  at  Opor- 
to I  but  this  told  both  ways,  and  for  bis 
own  part  he  considered  it  a  strong  proof 
of  Migitel's  weakness  and  want  of  national 
support,  that  his  opponent  had  been  able 
to  maintain  himself  with  a  small  foreign 
force  for  eleven  months  in  the  second 
town  in  the  kingdom.  He  ventured  to 
assert,  that  Don  Mignel's  great  force,  which 
he  was  sorry  to  hear  boasted  of  in  that 
House,  was  rapidly  dwindling  away.  If 
he  were  disposed  to  blame  Government  at 
nil  for  their  policy  upon  this  question  it 
was  for  not  having  assumed  a  more 
decided  line  of  conduct,  and  entered  into 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  lawful  sove- 
reign of  Portugal.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, the  member  for  Launceston,  had 
adverted  to  the  old  friendship  subsisting 
between  him  and  Sir  J.  Campbell,  and  he 
wished  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
boen  influenced  by  similar  feelings  towards 
Captain  Napier,  whom  he  doubtless  knew, 
and  if  so  must  respect.  He  thought  it 
quite  irrelevant  to  allude  to  what  Captain 
Napier  had  said  in  clubs  or  elsewhere, 
and  trusted  that  the  Government  would 
not  he  induced  to  inflict  a  severe  penalty 
upon  that  gallant  Officer.  In  the  course 
of  ihe  discussion  but  little  had  been  said  of 
the  injury  which  our  merchants  were  suffer- 
incr  IVoni  the  existing  state  of  our  relations 
with  Fortiigfll ;  this  was  a  most  important 
part  of  the  subject,  which  he  hoped  would 
attract  the  attention  of  Government. 


The  House  divided— Ayes  361 ;  Noes 
98:  Majority  263. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  and  an  Address 
ordered  to  be  presented  to  his  Majesty. 
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{      CiiAMNRL  Fisheries.]    Mr.  Halcomh 

moved  for  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire 

I  into  the  present  state  of  the  British  6sb- 
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eries,  and  the  laws  affecting  the  fishing 
trade  of  England,  with  a  view  to  their 
amendment.  He  aaidi  his  first  object  was 
to  relieve  that  numerous  and  important 
class  of  parsons  who  were  engaged  in  the 
fisheries.  They  were  at  present  suffering 
g;reat  distress  in  consequence  of  various 
injurious  restrictions  and  regulations  to 
which  they  were  subjected,  and  to  which 
the  Legislature  had  not  lately  turned  its 
attention.  For  example,  the  Custom  House 
officers  would  allow  them  to  fish  only  four 
leagues  from  the  coast  while  the  best  fish 
were  to  be  caught  further  out.  This  sub- 
ject had  been  discussed  about  twelve  years 
ago,  and  a  Bill  had  tlien  passed  that  House 
for  the  relief  of  the  fishermen,  but  it  was 
thrown  out  in  the  House  of  Lords.  What 
he  wanted  now  was  inquiry,  with  a  view 
of  ascertaining  what  measures  could  be 
devised  to  protect  the  fisheries,  and  there- 
by estend  employment  and  the  trade  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Benta/ wished  to  know  whether  the 
hon.  member  for  Dover  meant  to  confine 
the  invesligation  to  the  cod  and  turbot 
fisheries,  or  whether  he  intended  to  include 
an  inquiry  into  the  oyster  trade  and  river 
fisheries? 

Mr.  Halcomb  said,  his  Motion  should 
have  no  reference  to  the  internal  fisheries 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  Bemal  put  it  to  the  discretion  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Dover,  whether  any 
benefit  could  result  from  such  an  inquiry 
commenced  at  so  late  a  period  of  the 
Seuion.  There  were  great  interests  and 
most  important  questions  involved  in  this 
inquiry.  The  Committee  would  have  to 
consider,  not  only  some  questions  of  inter- 
national law,  but  the  conflicting  interests 
of  the  English  fishermen  and  those  of 
Guernsey  and  Jersey. 

The  House  divided — Ayes  53;  Noes 
U:  Majority  20. 

A  Committee  was  appointed. 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS, 
Friday,  June  7,  1833. 

Xi^vrac]    BiUiL     RoMl  a  third  tbM  t^^tareh ;   Foike 

htuUoim  pnaealML  By  the  Duke  of  GnArroN,  from  Ijn- 
colmlkiiv,  a^mt  the  Malt  Duty.— By  the  Karl  of 
I^UAwrwammY,  from  arranl  Plaocat  and  Ivy  the  Karl  of 
B4BM(m«  tnm  VolOatin^,  agf»nH  the  ISth  Chiiiic  In  the 
Local  iuriadicCiao  BIIL— By  a  Noblk  Lord,  tram  More- 
ton  Piakoey,  ftir  the  AnMndroeot  of  the  Sale  of  Boer 
Acl.*>By  Uie  Duke  of  Rutmn p.  I^ord  SvrFiiu».  and 
Laid  Omonnnir,  tram  several  Phcen,— against  Slavery. 
—By  the  BUiop  of  LLAXoArr,  troax  the  Cleric  cMT  his 
;  dM  WA  Chuich  Refotm  BiU. 


I  Abolition  of  Slavbry.]  Lord 
Wynford  presented  a  Petition  from  an 
individual  possessing    considerable    pro-. 

Eerty  in  the  West  Indies,  stating  that  he 
ad  invested  a  capital  of  28,000/.  in  slaves 
and  estates,  whicu  be  had  purchased  from 
the  Grown.  He  demanded  that  his  pro- 
perty, or  an  eauivalent,  should  be  restored 
to  him  when  the  measure  for  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  slaves  should  be  passed. 
The  prayer  of  the  petition  appeared  to  him 
to  be  only  equitable  and  right. 

Lord  SiAffield  presented  thirteen  pe- 
titions from  various  places,  against  negro 
slavery.  His  Lordship  observed,  that  in 
the  remarks  he  made  the  other  night  upon 
this  subject,  he  had  forgotten  to  allude 
to  one  authority,  than  which  a  better 
could  not  be  adduced,  to  prove  that  man 
could  not  be  made  a  slave.  It  was  the 
authority  of  Chief  Justice  Beat.  In  a 
judgment  which  that  learned  individual 
liad  given  some  time  sinoe,  amongst  other 
excellent  sentiments  which  he  uttered, 
were  the  following :  "  That  haroan  beings 
could  not  be  the  subject  matter  of  pro- 
perty," and  that  any  law  sanctioning 
slavery,  was  '<  an  anti«Chriatian  law,  and 
one  which  yiolated  the  rights  of  nature**' 

Lord  Wynford  said,  the  judgment 
alluded  to  had  been  delivered  by  him. 
some  twelve  or  thirteen  years  ago ;  and  in 
it  there  was  not  a  single  opinion  expressed 
which  he  was  not  prepared  now  roost 
fully  to  maintain.  It  was  only  in  £ng* 
land  that  he  recognized  that  principle;, 
in  any  other  country — especially  in  the 
West*IndieS'— he  was  not  so  ignorant  not 
to  know  that  it  would  not  obtain*  All  he 
declared  in  that  judgment  was-^tbat  a 
slave  became  a  free  man  the  moment  he 
trod  the  deck  of  a  British-man-of-war. 
No  one  was  more  friendly  to  emancipa- 
tion tlian  he  was ;  but  he  would  not  con-* 
sent  to  it  at  the  expense  of  a  mass  of  in- 
dividuals who,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
had,  under  the  sanction  of  English  laws, . 
laid  out  their  capital  in  the  West-Indies. 
All  that  ever  he  had  asserted  in  the  judg- 
ment alluded  to,  or  in  anything  else  was, 
that  no  action  could  be  maintained  in  this 
country,  which  would  attempt  to  recog** 
nize'such  a  property  as  man ;  but  he  knew 
too  well  it  was  very  diflferent  in  other 
countries ;  at  all  events  in  tbe  West* Indies. 

The  Lord  Chancellor: — ^That  certainly 
is  the  law,  and  the  sooner  it  is  altered 
the  better. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Friday y    June  7,     1833. 

MiNinrKs.]  Papers  ordered.  On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Hume, 
the  Number  of  PctsaDs  Exocutod  for  Foiigcry  on  the 
Bank  of  England,  in  each  year  from  1791  to  1829,  indu- 
sive :  also  an  Account  of  the  per  Centagc  and  Emoluments 
reodved  by  each  of  the  Commisuonen  of  Land  and 
AaMued  Taxeas  and  by  each  of  the  CoUecton  of  Taxea  in 
London  and  Middleaex,  for  the  lact  year  of  which  the 
Retumi  can  be  prepared :  alto  of  the  Number  of  Sur- 
diaiges  for  the  Houie  and  Window  Tax  in  London  and 
MIddlewx,  in  the  year  ending  5th  April,  1933, 

Bill.    Read  a  third  time : — Quakcn'  Affirmation. 

PeCitioni  presented.  By  Colonel  Evans,  from  several  Places, 
against  the  House  and  Window  Duties. — ^By  Sir  Micrakl 
Shaw  SriWAifr,  ftom  Greenoclc,  against  Slavery.— By 
Mr.  Wklbt,  ftom  Stamfbrd,  and  other  Places,  against 
any  Alteration  of  the  Act  granting  Exemptions  In  reqiect 
to  County  Rates. 

Factories' Regulation  Bill.]  Mr. 
James  presented  the  Petition  of  800  per- 
sons of  the  Working  Classes,  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Carlisle,  praying  for  the  Abo« 
litioD  of  Infant  Slavery  in  Factories,  and 
that  the  subject  of  the  hours  of  employ- 
ment of  children  in  those  places  may  be 
taken  under  the  immediate  consideration 
of  the  Legislatnre.  They  declared  them- 
selves satisfied  of  the  necessity  of  legisla- 
tive interference — and  suggested,  that  in- 
fants, under  a  certain  age,  should  not  be 
employed  at  all ;  and  that  in  all  cases  the 
hours  of  labour  in  factories  should  be 
limited  to  tea  hours  per  day. 

Mr.  Philip  Howard  was  aware  of  the 
interest  which  the  Factory  Bill  bad  created 
not  only  at  Carlisle,  but  he  might  almost 
say  generally  throughout  England.  At 
the  same  time  that  he  felt  ail  the  difficulty 
of  legislative  interference,  he  took  that  oc- 
casion to  observe  that  many  of  the  manu- 
facturers were  anxious  to  do  away  with  the 
melancholy  system  of  n  igh  t  work  in  factories. 
It  was  likewise,  he  had  good  grounds  for 
believing,  the  opinion  of  many,  that  the 
labour  of  children  might  without  detri- 
ment to  the  trade,  be  restricted  to  eleven 
hours,  but  to  the  Ten  Hours  Bill,  and  to 
its  minute  and  vexatious  regulations  nearly 
every  branch  of  trade  appeared  to  be  de- 
cidedly opposed. 

Petition  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Collection  or  Tithes  (Ireland).] 
Mr.  O^Connell  moved  for  a  return  of  the 
namber  of  writs  issued  or  sealed  by  the 
Court  of  Ring's  Bench,  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  and  the  law  side  of  the 
Exchequer  in  Ireland,  from  the  last  day  of 
April  to  the  10th  of  June*  1832,  distin- 
guishing in  how  many  of  those  cases 
clergymen  were  plaintiiTs ;  also  a  similar 


return  for  the  same  period  in  the  year 
1833.  Having  last  night  promised  an 
hoo.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  Lefroy), 
that  he  would  furnish  instances  of  oppres- 
sion in  the  collection  of  tithes  in  Ireland, 
he  was  now  enabled  to  name  the  reverend 
Dr.  Sullivan,  rector  of  Kilronan,  who,  it 
could  be  proved,  had  issued  a  number  of 
writs ;  and  on  the  tithes  being  tendered, 
the  money  was  refused,  and  the  parties 
were  referred  to  the  attorney.  The  object 
of  his  Motion  was  to  show  the  extent  to 
which  such  writs  had  been  issued. 

Mr.  Lefroy  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the 
Motion,  but  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  contrast  between  the  general 
charge  brought  yesterday  by  the  learned 
Gentleman  against  a  large  body  of  the 
clergy  of  Ireland,  and  the  proof  offered 
to-day  in  support  of  it,  which  had  dwindled 
to  a  single  instance.  The  learned  Mem- 
ber had  not  told  the  House  how  much 
tithe  these  persons  owed  besides  the  half 
year  due  at  May ;  and  if  they  were  to  be 
sued,  the  whole  demand  would  necessarily 
be  included ;  if  not,  we  should  hear  of 
another  sort  of  oppr^ion,  by  the  multi- 
plication of  suits.  But  what  was  the  op- 
pression, if  a  clergyman  or  any  other  man 
was  obliged  to  sue  for  his  rights,  to  refer 
the  party  sued  to  his  attorney.^  He  saw 
uo  oppression  in  all  this — ^but  if  there 
was,  what  body  of  men  could  be  found 
in  which  a  single  instance  of  oppression 
might  not  occur  ?  Would  the  clergy  of 
England  bear  to  be  tried  by  such  a  test? 
As  to  the  precise  object  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  Motion,  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  understand  it,  unless  it  were  to  be 
maintained  that  a  clergyman  was  not  en- 
titled to  sue  for  his  right  in  Ireland  like 
any  other  man.  Did  the  learned  Gentle- 
man mean  to  say,  that  tithes  were  not  pro- 
perty—or that  the  Irish  clergy  were  to  be 
treated  as  outlaws,  and  not  entitled  to 
sue  for  their  property  ?  Unless  this  was 
the  doctrine  to  be  maintained,  he  (Mr. 
LefroyV  could  not  see  the  object  in  dis- 
tinguishing between  writs  issued  on  behalf 
of  clergymen,  and  others. 

Mr.  O'Connell  said,  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  for  the  University  appeared 
quite  to  misunderstand  him.  He  had  men- 
tioned one  name  because  that  name  had 
been  transmitted  to  him,  and  the  facts 
connected  with  the  case  were  ready  to  be 
substantiated.  He  had  received  accounts 
of  many  other  cases  of  a  similar  descrip- 
tion, in  which  the  names  of  the  parishes, 
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though  not  of  the  clergymen,  vere  given. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  was  also 
in  error  in  supposing  him  to  say,  that  the 
clergy  should  not  enforce  their  rights  as 
other  persons  did.  What  was  complained 
of  was,  that  that  clergy  did  not  do  as  others 
did — namely,  demand  their  tithe-debts 
before  they  proceeded  at  law  to  recover 
them.  In  all  the  cases  to  which  he  had 
referred  there  had  been  no  prior  demand 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  writs  were 
issued  for  tithes  due  on  the  1st  of  May, 
to  the  amount  of  several  hundreds.  If 
such  a  line  of  conduct  was  pursued  by 
a  Commander-in-chief,  or  a  Judge,  he 
should  stigmatise  it  as  no  less  unjust  and 
oppressive  than  when  it  was  pursued  by 
a  clergyman. 

Mr.  Henry  Grafton  declared,  that  if  the 
hon.  member  for  the  University  of  Dublin 
was  not  satisfied  with  the  statement  that 
had  been  made  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  he  would 
pledge  himself  to  produce  plenty  of  evi- 
dence of  a  similar  nature.  They  were 
cases  of  every  day  occurrence.  There 
was  the  case  of  a  Mr.  Armstrong,  who  se- 
lected from  a  numbeiwof  cattle  that  might 
have  been  taken,  those  that  were  the  least 
capable  of  being  driven,  and  instead  of 
placing  them  in  a  pound  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, had  them  sent  to  a  distance  of 
nearly  five  miles.  The  question  was  now 
become  a  most  serious  one.  On  a  recent 
occasion  the  29th  regiment  was  called 
out,  and  a  body  of  police,  to  disperse  a 
large  nnmber  of  persons  that  were  as- 
sembledy  when  the  soldiers  refused  to  fire, 
bat  the  police  did  so,  and  one  man  was 
killed.  The  state  of  the  country  was  such 
that  Irish  Members  could  not  be  silent  any 
longer,  and  he  entreated  the  noble  Lord 
(Althorp)  to  bring  forward  his  Motion  with 
respect  to  Irish  tithes  without  delay.  Even  if 
the  hon.  member  for  Staffordshire  (Mr. 
Littleton),  should  not  be  able  to  take  his 
seat  next  week,  he  hoped  no  further  delay 
would  take  place  in  bringing  forward  this 
question,  as  the  peace  of  Ireland  depended 
opoo  its  speedy  and  satisfactory  settlement. 

Mr.  (rConnell  bore  testimony  to  the 
general  humanity  and  good  conduct  of  the 
military  when  brought  into  collision  with 
the  people,  as  distinguished  from  the 
conduct  of  the  police.  On  the  occasion 
already  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  member 
for  Meath  (Mr.  Grattan)  the  Commander 
of  the  troops  directed  them  not  to  fire  at 
the  people  who  were  near  them. 

VOL.  XVIII.  {JftJ} 


Mr.  Finn  was  sure,  that  if  the  people  of 
Scotland  and  England  were  ordered  to 
pay  tithes  like  the  Irish,  they  would  not 
submit  to  it  for  one  hour.  In  point  of 
fact  the  tithe  system  in  Ireland  must  be 
extinguished.  In  the  county  of  Garlow, 
just  now,  a  clergyman  (Mr.  Whitby)  issued 
processes  for  the  payment  of  his  tithes, 
drove  off  the  cattle  worth  8/.  a-head, 
and  sold  them  for  4/.  each.  It  would  be 
well  for  the  gentlemen  of  England  and 
Scotland  to  understand  and  be  aware  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  would  not  continue 
to  pay  that  impost  for  ever-* which  would 
not  be  borne  for  a  day,  either  in  England 
or  Scotland. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
prolong  a  discussion  so  very  irregularly 
introduced  as  the  present  had  been,  by  the 
hon.  member  for  Dublin,  making  amotion 
without  notice,  and  on  a  day  that  orders 
take  precedence  of  motions,  even  if  notice 
had  been  given.  However,  the  occasion 
had  been  seized  with  avidity  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Meath  (Mr.  Henry  Grattan) 
and  other  Gentlemen,  to  cast  odium  and 
reproach  upon  the  clergy  of  the  Established 
Church  in  Ireland;  and  reluctant  as  he 
was  to  trouble  the  House  by  continuing  a 
desultory  discussion,  he  could  not  suffer  the 
attempt  to  be  made,  and  remain  8ilent,'and 
hear  the  charge  of  tyranny  and  oppressioa 
brought  against  the  Irish  clergy  witliont 
repelling  it .  At  the  present  moment  there 
was  not  due  to  them  less  than  an  average 
of  three  years'  income.  He  had  already 
moved  for  a  return  of  the  arrears  of  tithe 
withheld  from  them — it  was  not  yet  made 
to  the  House*  but  he  could  state,  in  three 
dioceses  alone  out  of  two-and-twenty  in 
Ireland,  a  sum  of  170,000/.  remained  due 
to  the  clergy.  Here,  then,  was  a  number  of 
educated  gentlemen,  amounting  to  nearly 
2,000-^  few  of  them  with  any  pri- 
vate property  worth  mentioning — them- 
selves and  their  families  to  subsist  for  three 
years  without  their  just  and  lawful  incomes 
— exposed  to  the  utmost  privations — fore- 
going every  possible  expense — forced  to 
drop  the  insurance  on  their  lives — ^to  re- 
move their  children  from  school — to  part 
with  their  plate,  their  books,  and  every 
article  convertible  into  money,  to  give  food 
to  their  families — exhibiting  a  forbearance 
beyond  all  precedent — a  mHdness  and  sub- 
mission, joined  with  an  independence  of 
spirit  which,  he  ventured  to  affirm,  no 
other  body  in  the  State  would  have  evinced 
under  the  same  circumstances;  and  just 
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now,  forsooth,  bec^ase  they  sought  at  the 
end  of  three  years  some  portion  of  their 
just  and  long  withheld  rightsby  legal  means, 
they  were  to  be  held  up  to  the  House  and  to 
the  country,  as  being  oppressive  and  unjust. 
Me  shoulcl  be  glad  to  know  would  any  of 
those  hon.  Members  who  so  maligned  them, 
show  one-tenth  part  of  their  forbearance, 
had  they  to  live  three  years  deprived  of  Utc 
ordinary  means  of  their  support  ?  The  hon. 
member  for  Meath  cheered ;  but  certainly 
he  must  himself  be  as  much  maligned  out 
of  the  House  as  he  maligned  the  clergy  in 
it,  if  he  was  in  the  habit  of  acting  towards 
his  tenants  with  the  same  consideration 
that  the  clergy  had  acted  towards  their 

Jtarishloners.  He  verily  believed,  the 
ault  of  the  clergy  to  be,  that  they  had  for- 
borne too  long,  arid  by  an  acquiescence  in 
a  course  of  injustice  and  wrong  adopted 
towards  them,  rather  than  produce  collision 
and  ill-will  in  their  respective  parishes, 
they  had  caused  themselves  to  be  neglected 
and  abandoned  by  the  Government,  and 
abused  andspokeh  of  in  alt  manner  of  evil 
by  those  who  were  courting  the  popularity 
of  the  mbb. 

Mr.  Finn  rose  to  order.    The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  no  right  to  impute  motives. 

Mr.  Sham  admitted  he  should  not  im- 
pute motives,  and  therefore  he  would  only 
say  hypothetically,lhat  if  such  were  the  hoo. 
Member's  motives,  he  could  not  take  a  better 
hieans  of  indulging  them,  and  though  he 
could  not  say  the  object  of  the  hon.  Metiiber 
Was  to  cause  disturbance  and  the  violation  of 
the  law  in  Ireland,  by  the  language  he  used 
in  that  House,  he  must  be  allowed  to  give 
his  opinion,  that  it  had  that  tendency.  If 
tithes  were  to  be  commuted,  that  was  an- 
other question,  to  which  he  Was  willing  to 
five  attention  when  it  came  befor-e  the 
louse.  If  hon.  Gentlemen  objected  to  tlie 
principle  of  tithes,  let  them  attack  that 
principle  openly  and  manfully  ;  but  it  was 
an  unmanly  and  an  unworthy  course  to 
accuse  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  men  who 
fbr  three  years  had  been  suffering  unheard- 
of  privations,  because  they  sought  a  small 
portion  of  their  legal  dues,  which  were 
not  even  alleged  to  be  other  than  lawful. 
He  would  not  harrow  the  feelings  of  the 
House  by  mentioning  the  many  instances 
of  suffering  of  which  he  was  aware.  He 
acknowledged  with  gratitude  the  kindness 
and  llbchility  of  the  English  people  in  en- 
deavouring to  alleviate  the  distress  of  the 
Irish  clergy,  but  the  sum  collected  was  ne- 
cessarily but  as  a  drop  in  the  ocean  com- 


pared to  the  sum  absolutely  owing  to  tliem^ 
and  withheld.  He  knew  fieverai  clergy- 
men who  refused  the  relief  sent,  and 
pointed  out  others  whose  distress  was  still 
greater  than  tlieir  own,  as  men  requiriDg 
it  t  others  could  not  be  induced  to  receive 
it,  although  living  on  the  very  lowest  means 
of  subsistence — [*'  name^  nowtc.**] — No  ! 
from  motives  of  prudence  and  delicacy  to 
individuals,  he  would  not  name  them,  aoa 
he  did  not  fear  that  the  House  would  think 
him  capable,  of  inventing  a  statement  in 
order  to  excite  their  feeUngs.  As  io  the 
tithe  aitray  in  the  county  of  Cork,  alluded 
to,  what  did  it  prove  but  that  the  clergy 
could  not  enjoy  ariy  portion  of  their  riehts 
without  thb  aid  of  the  civil  power,  and  he 
was  informed  that  the  soldier,  in  question 
had  been  shot  by  the  people  from  beiiiiid 
a  ditch,  and  not  through  any  accident  by 
the  police.  As  to  upbraiding  boverriment 
for  affording  assistance  to  the  clergy  as 
iiad  been  done  by  some  few  Members  who 
preceded  liin^,  he  bad  to  cbarge  the  Go- 
vernment with  having  too  long  qelaved 
that  assistance  and  protection,  and  .thus 
encouragjed  opposition  to  the  due  enforce- 
inent  of  the  laws — and  be  would  ask  of'the 
Government  as  no  favour,  but  demand  it 
as  of  right  and  strict  justice,  tbat  while  the 
clergy  acted  witbin  the  law  (and  they  had 
done  much  morej)  they  should  lie  protected 
by  the  law,  anu  enjoy  the  same  privileges 
as  any  other  class  of  his  Majesty*s  subjects. 

Mr.  Fergus  O Connor  thought  ihe  hon. 
member  for  Dublin  University  had  dealt 
very  severely  with  the  hon*  member  for 
Meath.  As  to  the  assertion  of  Ibe  bon. 
Member  of  the  great  arrears  due  to  the 
Irish  clergy,  he  would  state  that  ia  some 
dioceses  they  had  actually  been  offered 
15s.  in  ibe  pound,  wbich  they  refused  to 
receive,  allegingthatif  they  did, ibey  should 
be  compromising  their  successors.  The 
hon.  Member  seemed  to  doubt  whether  the 
person  who  dad  been  shot  in  the  southern 
part  of  Ireland  had  been  shot  by  the  police 
or  the  people.  Now,  he  would  take  upon 
himself  to  state,  that  he  was  shoi  by  the 
police,  and  that,  had  it  ncrt  been  for  the 
forbearance  of  the  Magistrates,  tbere  would 
most  assuredly  have  been  a  repetition  of 
the  scenes  of  carnage  and  blood  which  had 
iutberto  taken  place  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  Every  drop  of  blood  sacrificed 
in  the  collection  of  tithes,  the  lat^  rigirt 
hon.  Secretary  and  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
were  answerable  for. 

Mr.  Henry  Grattan^iihet  the statemcfitfl 
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whith  had  been  made  against  him  by  the 
hon.  liiember  for  Dublin  University,  could 
hoc  refVatn  from  ^gain  addressing  the 
Houie.  Tbei'e  never  was  a  more  base  and 
ohlbunded  calumny  than  the  statement, 
that  thb  severity  with  which  he  treated 
his  tenants  h^d  reduced  them  to  mtYi  a 
stdti^  of  distress  and  misery,  as  to  render  it 
htiposlibfe  for  theh)  to  oay  their  tithes. 
He  did  not  covet  being  called  a  ^d  lahd- 
Ibnly  bdt  hfe  this  sure  no  one  could  call 
hiin  a  bad  one. 

'  Mr.  Shdiu)  said,  that  he  had  it  H-btti  a 
clergyman  In  the  coutity  of  Meath,  that 
tbe  retttoil  why  the  tenant^  were  unable  to 
pciy  their  tithes  was,  the  severity  with 
whi6h  they  were  treated  by  theil-  landlords, 
and  the  high  rebts  they  were  called  upon 
to  dtty. 

Mr.  Hentw  Otiittan  said,  that  there  was 
not  a  single  tenant  of  his  in  the  couritv  of 
Meath,  who  |)aid  rtiore  for  his  land  than 
A-oili  ^1.  6if.  to  5i,  an  acre. 

Mr.  Batrind  depredated  goihg  into  a  dls^ 
cttssibt^  orl  d  matter  not  then  befbre  the 
Housi.  They  ii^re,  however,  every  day 
hearing  frbm  Ireland  cbmplaintd  of  the  coil- 
doct  ^  the  pblitie,  and  statements  aboilt 
people  being  shot  in  this  place  and  in  that, 
and  tithes  set  down  as  the  sole  cause  oF 
these  lamentable  occurrences.  All  the 
while  the  noble  Lord  was  sitting  inost 
composedly  on  his  seat,  With  a  Motion  on 
the  Notice-bobkrespectihg  Irish  tithes;  the 
House  being  completely  in  the  dark  as  to 
#hat  might  be  the  intentions  of  his  Ma- 
jesty^s  Government  oh  the  subject;  there 
being  at  the  tame  time  a  notice  also  on  the 
tnbject  of  tithes.  But  relating  to  England. 
Now,  with  great  deference  to  the  rtoble 
Lord,  he  would  say,  that  the  introduction 
of  a  measure  upon  the  subject  of  English 
tithes  wa^  this  year  not  pressing,  and 
might  without  disadvantage  be  postponed 
to  a  ftitUI-e  Session.  It  would  keep  till 
another  year;  but  the  hoble  Lord  hatl  per- 
rtiitted  a  nt)tice  upon  the  subject  to  remain 
on  the  book,  and  be,  therefore,  fbtt  desirous 
oT  asking  him  whether  or  nbt  it  was  his 
intention  to  bring  it  forward  ih  the  course 
6t  the  |>fesent  Session  of  Parliament  ?  As 
tb  thii  communications  which  he  was  daily 
and  almbst  hourly  receivihg  from  the 
couillry  upon  that  subject,  there  was  no 
end  to  theih :  ahd  he,  therefore,  put  it  to 
the  noble  Lord  tosay,opchly,undatonce, 
whethet-  or  not  it  was  his  intention  to  bring 
the  measure  forward  this  Session,  or  to 
poatpooe  it  till  the  neat  > 


Lord  Althorp  said,  that  as  usual,  the 
hon.  Member  who  had  jost  sat  down  took 
the  opportunity  of  making  a  Severe  attack 
on  his  Majesty's  Govemmerit.  In  answer 
to  the  hoh.  Member's  question,  he  would 
say,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  persevere 
in  the  present  Session  with  the  English 
Tithe  Commutation  Bill,  and  also  to  brirtg 
oh  the  qtiestion  ti^specting  the  Irish  tithes. 
I4e  had  a  notice  of  motion  on  that  shbject 
for  Wednesday  last,  but  as  there  was  no 
House  it  fell  to  the  groiind.  It  was,  how- 
ever, his  intention  to  bring  it  on  on  Mon- 
day next,  and  on  that  day  he  would  move, 
in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  cer- 
tain Resolutions  as  to  the  tithes  of  1831 , 
1832,  and  the  present  year.  The  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Barine)  complained  of  the 
slr^ahgemcnt  of  public  business  in  that 
HoUsi  by  Ministers ;  but  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  consider  what  had  been  done  in 
the  House,  and  the  state  of  the  order-book, 
he  would  see  that  it  Was  iriipossible  fbr 
Minister^  tb  get  on  with  the  public  busi- 
ness faster  than  they  had  done.  When 
the  long  discussions  into  which  the  House 
had  been  so  constantly  led,  on  matters 
Which  tended  to  no  practical  result,  were 
taken  into  consideration,  and  when  it  was 
also  considered,  that  Ministers  had  only 
two  days  to  bring  on  the  public  business, 
so  as  to  have  the  precedents  of  the  other 
business  on  the  paper,  it  would  be  seen 
that  the  fault  of  not  going  on  faster  with 
the  business  was  not  theirs.  He  would 
repeat,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  per- 
severe with  the  English  Tithe  Commuta- 
tion Bill,  to  move  the  resolutions  respect- 
ing the  Irish  tithes  on  Monday;  and  after 
the  discussion  on  the  subject  of  colonial 
slavery  should  have  been  gone  through, 
to  go  on  with  the  Church  Temporalities 
(Ireland)  Bill. 

Mr.  Goulhum  was  very  desirous  that 
the  tithe  question  should  be  dealt  with  in 
a  becomine  manner.  Now,  the  noble  Lord 
complaihed  of  the  delay  which  arose  from 
the  interminable  discussions  which  were 
carried  on  upon  every  question.  In  that 
he  quite  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord ;  but 
he  must  tell  him  that  the  great  cause  origin- 
ated in  thef^ct  that  the  measures  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  were  introduced  to  the 
House  before  they  had  l>een  properly  dis- 
cussed, and,  therefore,  it  became  neces- 
sary in  the  Committees  to  suggest  altera- 
tions without  end;  whereas,  if  further 
time  were  taken  for  consideration,  these 
discussions  would  be  prevented.    It  was 
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with  these  facts  staring  him  in  the  face  that 
he  had  entertained  the  hope  that  the  noble 
Lord  would  have  determined  to  perfect  his 
measure,  rather  than  enforce  a  discussion 
upon  every  line  and  every  clause  of  it. 
He  still  hoped  that  the  noble  Lord  would 
be  induced  to  give  way  to  the  opinion 
which  had  been  so  strongly  expressed,  be- 
cause, for  his  own  part,  he  could  not  re- 
gard this  matter  in  any  way  as  a  party 
question.  He  was  only  anxious  that  a 
question  of  such  vast  importance  should 
not  be  hastily  dealt  with. 

Sir  Edward  Knatchhull  said*  that  he 
hoped  the  Gentlemen  on  that  (the  Oppo- 
sition) side  of  the  House  might  be  allowed 
to  take  the  liberty  of  making  such  observ- 
ations as  they  deemed  expedient,  without 
having  any  unfavoui'able  impression  thrown 
upon  their  motives.  The  noble  Lord,  en- 
tertaining, as  no  doubt  he  did,  the  best 
intentions  towards  the  Church  Establish- 
ment, could  not  fail  to  know  that  this  was 
a  question  which  had  excited  throughout 
the  country  the  most  intense  anxiety,  and 
he  hoped  that,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
noble  Lord,  it  would  be  brought  to  a  satis- 
factory issue.  He  begged  to  assure  that 
noble  Lord,  that,  acting  always  upon  the 
same  principles  which  he  had  uniformly 
kept  in  view,  he  would  not,  for  his  own 
part,  enter  into  the  discussion  of  this 
question  with  any  feeling  of  party  spirit. 
He  begged  to  assure  the  noble  Lord,  with 
that  sincerity  for  which  he  trusted  the 
noble  Lord  gave  him  credit,  that  he  would 
materially  forward  the  object  which  the 
noble  Lord  had  in  view,  by  following  the 
suggestions  which  had  been  thrown  out  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Cambridge  Univer- 
sity ;  and  he  thought  the  adjournment  of 
the  introduction  of  any  measure  on  this 
subject,  with  a  view  to  afford  more  time 
for  deliberation  on  so  vast  a  subject,  would 
tend  much  to  increase  the  value  of  any 
future  measure. 

Lord  Altliorp  said,  he  had  hoped  that 
bis  conduct  in  that  House  had  not  been 
such  as  to  have  evinced  a  disposition  to 
transgress  on  the  courtesy  of  the  House ; 
but  the  tone  which  had  been  assumed  by 
some  hon.  Gentlemen  was  such  that  he 
felt  he  could  not  remain  quiet.  The  hon. 
Baronet  seemed  to  wish  him  to  delay  the 
measure  to  which  he  had  referred  ;  but  he 
found  it  impossible  to  do  so  ;  and  it  cer- 
tainly was  his  intention,  and  he  should  feel 
it  his  duty,  to  press  the  measures  with  re- 
ference to  the  Church  this  Session. 


Sir  Robert  Peel  thought,  that  it  woukl 
facilitate  the  other  business  of  the  Session 
if  the  noble  Lord  would  postpone  the 
English  Tithe  Commutation  Bill  to  the 
next  Session,  or  refer  its  details  to  a  Com- 
mittee above-stairs.  In  the  present  state 
of  the  business  it  could  not  be  expected, 
that  they  could  get  into  the  Committee  on 
the  Bill  in  less  than  a  month  from  this 
time.  They  would  then  be  in  the  dog- 
days,  and  he  need  not  remind  the  House 
of  the  great  difficulty  of  getting  a  full  at- 
tendance at  that  time  of  the  year ;  and, 
certainly,  the  dry  discussion  on  the  details 
of  the  measure  would  be  no  great  induce- 
ment to  Members  to  attend.  He  would, 
therefore,  urge  the  propriety  of  sending 
the  details  of  the  Bill  to  a  Committee  up 
stairs.  The  present  state  of  business  on 
the  paper  was  almost  a  disgrace  to  the 
House.  It  was  utterly  impossible  that  it 
could  be  gone  through  in  the  present  Ses« 
sion.  He  was  aware  that  the  noble  Lord 
had  no  control  over  the  business  brought 
forward  by  others,  but  he  had  over  the 
business  of  Government;  and  he  hoped, 
therefore,  that  he  would  not  allow  any  new 
business  to  be  brought  in  until  at  least 
there  was  some  prospect  of  disposing  of 
what  the^  had  already  before  them.  He 
should  wish  that  the  noble  Lord  would  take 
two  or  three  days  to  consider  the  actual 
state  of  the  public  business,  and  then  de- 
cide on  what  should  be  submitted  to  tlie 
consideration  of  the  House ;  for  what  with 
the  attendance  at  the  early  sittings  of  the 
House,  the  attendance  in  Committees  up 
stairs,  and  the  late  sittings  in  the  House 
at  night,  and  allowing  some  short  time 
for  attention  to  domestic  afiairs,  it  was 
impossible  that  Members  could  get  through 
the  business  which  now  stood  on  the  book ; 
and  yet,  in  the  midst  of  this  pressure,  he 
was  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear  the  Soli- 
citor General  give  notice  of  a  Bill  for  the 
abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  There 
should,  he  repeated,  be  some  understand- 
ing with  Government  as  to  the  business 
which  was  to  be  pressed  on  the  attention 
of  the  House. 

Colonel  Davies  thought,  that  Govern- 
ment were  not  to  blame  for  the  multiplicity 
of  the  notices  on  the  book,  but  he  thought 
they  were  to  blame  in  not  enforcing  more 
strictly  the  regulations  which  the  House 
had  agreed  upon  for  the  despatch  of  busi- 
ness. The  House  sat  at  twelve  o'clock 
each  day  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
petitions,  in  order  that  they  might  be  ready 
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to  proceed  with  the  regular  business  of  the 
day  at  five ;  and  yet,  after  that  hour,  many 
petitions  were  presented,  and  discussions 
were  allowed  to  arise  out  of  them.  This 
ought  to  be  prevented.  If  some  arrange- 
ment to  that  effect  were  not  made,  he  would 
move  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee 
to  consider  the  best  mode  of  conducting 
the  public  business  of  that  House. 

Dr.Lushington  thought,  that  the  English 
Tithe  Commutation  Bill  was  a  measure  of 
the  utmost  importance.  He  would  admit, 
that  the  adoption  of  its  principle  required 
mature  consideration,  but  when  that  prin- 
ciple were  once  agreed  upon,  he  did  not 
think  that  the  details  would  take  up  as 
much  time  as  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
seemed  to  apprehend.  He  could  assert, 
that  he  had  never  seen  any  important  mea- 
sure introduced  in  a  more  perfect  state 
than  that  was.  He  earnestly  hoped  that 
Government  would  persevere  in  it,  for, 
from  his  own  knowledge,  he  could  state, 
that  there  was  a  rising  disposition  in  the 
people  of  England  to  resist  the  payment 
of  tithes.  It  was  to.  counteract  that  feel- 
ing that  he  would  urge  the  passing  of  this 
Bill ;  for  if  they  allowed  this  feeling  to  grow 
as  it  had  taken  root  in  the  hearts  of  the 
Irish*  they  would  permit  an  evil  which  it 
would  be  found  impossible  to  counteract. 

Mr.  Rightf  Wason  thought,  that  the  great 
evil  with  respect  to  the  business  of  the 
House  was  that  of  not  allowing  notices  to 
take  precedence  of  motions  on  all  days. 
Whole  nights  were  taken  up  in  the  discus- 
sion of  Motions  which,  though  they  led  to 
no  practical  result  as  related  to  the  objects 
of  the  Motions  themselves,  deferred  the 
more  important  business  of  the  Session. 
He  would  suggest,  as  a  remedy,  that  Mo- 
tions  should  take  precedence  every  day  of 
notices  of  Motions.  In  that  way  only 
could  they  get  through  the  public  business. 

Mr.  Stanley  quite  agreed  in  the  sound 
doctrine  of  the  hon.  Member  who  spoke  last 
as  to  the  despatch  of  the  public  business. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  enter  into  the 
various  subjects  which  had  been  introduced 
in  the  course  of  this  conversation.  There 
was  one  question  which  stood  for  considera- 
tion thatevening — a  question  of  paramount 
importance  to  the  country — with  which 
he  hoped  the  House  would  at  once  be  al- 
lowed to  proceed — ^he  spoke  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  colonial  slavery.  Every  moment 
which  Ministers  had  at  command  during 
the  present  week  thev  had  devoted  to  the 
COOitderaUon  of  the  Resolutions  which  had 


been  laid  on  the  Table  of  that  House.  The 
House  ought  to  bear  in  mind  that  but  one 
of  those  Resolutions  had  been  agreed  to ; 
and  it  must  be  evident  to. all,  that  the  state 
of  the  country  rendered  it  imperative  for 
the  Legislature  to  go  on.  He  trusted, 
therefore,  that  the  House  would  now  per- 
mit this  conversation  to  close,  considering 
the  immense  importance  of  the  business 
which  was  about  to  be  discussed,  and  that 
they  would  at  once  proceed  to  the  Order 
of  the  Day. 

Sir  Mattliew  White  Ridley  said,  the 
hon.  member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Wason)  had 
given  the  House  good  advice,  and  he 
hoped  that  it  would  be  attended  to.  He 
condemned  the  practice,  on  going  into  a 
Committee  of  Supply,  of  introducing 
grave  and  important  questions  which  ought 
not  to  be  brought  forward  without  due 
notice.  It  was  unquestionably  the  right 
of  any  hon.  Member  to  proceed  in  that 
way ;  but  it  was  a  right  that  ought  not  to 
be  exercised  without  the  greatest  caution 
and  discretion.  .  He  knew  not  how  the 
House  was  to  get  through  the  multiplica- 
tion of  business  that  was  brought  (and  in 
some  instances  he  would  say  most  unne* 
cessarily)  before  it.  At  Easter  there  were 
no  less  than  112  notices  of  motion  on  the 
Order-book;  and  at  Whitsuntide  there  were 
ninety-nine  notices  of  Motion,  independ. 
ent  of  the  various  Orders  of  the  Day. 
Some  of  these  notices  were  fixed  for  the 
16th,  and  some  for  a  period  so  late  as  the 
18th  of  July. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Ministerial  Plan  for  the  Abo* 
LiTioN  OF  Slavery-!  The  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  upon  the 
Resolutions  on  Colonial  Slavery. 

The  Chairman  read  the  second  Resolu- 
tion as  follows : — ''  That  it  be  expedient 
that  all  children  born  after  the  passing  of 
any  Act,  or  who  shall  be  under  the  age  of 
six  years  at  the  time  of  passing  any  Act  of 
Parliament  for  this  purpose,  be  declared 
free — subject,  nevertheless,  to  such  tem- 
porary restrictions  as  may  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary for  their  support  and  maintenance.*' 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  he  had  to  intrude 
himself  upon  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  a  very  short  time.  He  had  listened 
with  very  great  attention  to  all  the  discus- 
sions upon  this  question,  with  a  view  to 
see  whether  the  plan  submitted  to  their 
consideration  was  one  likely  to  be  produc- 
tive of  practical  benefiti  before  be  offered 
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any  opintoo  upon  this  subject.    The  Com- 
mittee had  already  agreed  to  one  Resolu- 
tion,  in  which  he  fully  concurred,  aqd 
ivhich  marked  an  important  progress  beyond 
the  Resolutions  of  1823.     Then  the  ques- 
tion  went  to  that  of  the  preparation  pf  the 
negroes  for  a  state  of  freedom ;  wherpas'  in 
the  present  instance  the  House  had  per- 
mitted itself  to  enter  upon  a  measure  foj* 
the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery.     He 
had  never  agreed  in  the  opinion  that  the 
moment  they  could  see  their  way  to  secure 
the  liberty  of  the  negroes  they  were  to  do 
80  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  West- 
India  planters.     He  considered  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  country  to  look  fairly  a^ 
the  facts  of  the  case.    The  state  of  slavery 
of  the  blacks  was  a  system  which  was  ac- 
quiesced in  and  had  long  been  sanctioned 
by  the  country,  and  therefore  he  thought 
the  nation  should  know  precisely  what  they 
were  now  called  upon  to  do  ;  they  ought 
not  to  rush  headlong  into  an  abyss.     In 
the  present  state  of  the  country,  when  he 
found  vast  classes  of  the  community  strug- 
gling against  the  piost  appalling  difficulties, 
he  could  not  agree  to  drawing  away  many 
millions  of  money  from  the  country,  check- 
ing industry,  and  perhaps  paralysing  trade, 
unless  he  knew  that  by  so  doing,  the  ob- 
ject   which    was    sought   for   would    be 
effected.    They  had  no  evidence  to  prove 
what  could  be  done  by  free  labour  in  the 
colonies;  nor  had  they  any  evidence  to 
show  that  the  slaves  cou)d  be  brought  so 
to  labour  as  to  secure  to  themselves  by 
that  labour  the  means  of  existence.    They 
had  no  evidence  how  the  colonies  in  which 
the  slaves  were   now  placed,   would   be 
kept  up.     The  West  Indies   were  to  be 
regarded  as  a  vast  emporium  of  a  peculiar 
manufacture,  and  they  were  bound  to  con- 
sider the  circumstances  under  which  British 
capital  had    been   there  embarked,  and 
what  were  the  interests  involved  in  this 
vast  question.     He   put   to  himself  this 
question,  "  When  I  vote  for  the  outlay  of 
twenty  or  thirty  millions,  or  whatever  the 
amount  may  be,  shall  T  be  destroying 
those  institutions  and  rights  which  now 
exist  ?    Shall  I  add  to  the  misery  or  the 
happiness  of  the  black  and  the  white  popu- 
lation?"    Had  they  any  proof  that  while 
they  granted  immediate  abolition  of  slavery 
the  colonies  could  be  preserved  ?  He  would 
say,  that  the   effect   of  what  had   been 
already  done,  had  been  to  withhold  from 
these  colonies,  one-fourth  of  the  capital 
which  bad  been  hitherto  employed  there ; 


and  he  was  of  opiniqp,  tt)kt  if  i\{e  iii9ft<qr¥ 
were  in  distress,  it  follqweo  as  ^  iviatt^r 
of  course,  that  thjB  slaves  coifld  ^pt^j^  ID 
a  state  of  comfqr^     Agajp,  th^  9|rect  of 
bne-fourtfi  or'  ^be  capifat  being  ivittihel(| 
must  be,  that  pne-foiirth  pf  the  pfpp  ipust 
be  wanting  next  seaspn,  because  l^e  con- 
sidered that  in  propqrtion  ^  tfip  capital 
was  diminished  so  must  the  prp(]qc^.'  Were 
the  people  of  England,  whp  wer^  alr^dy 
heavily  taxed,  prepared  tq  pay  \9.  pe^  lb.« 
or,    if   the   sqpply  were  sufficient^  cveq 
double  that  amoun^,  for  sugar^  instead  ojT 
6d»  ?     Again,    werie  thjsy   to  extend   the 
nionopoly  of  the  supply  to  the  West-Ipdia 
planters,  whatever  the  sjipply  mig^t  be  t 
But  lie  must  say,  that  no  paltry  parish 
question  was  ever  ^reated  with  so  niuct] 
lightness  as   this  had  been.    The   ri^ht 
hpq.  Secretary  appeared  to   him  io  ttie 
character,  not  of  a  mediator  Detwfsea  the 
two  parties,  but  the  violent   partisan  pf 
one    party,    addressing    l^imseif   to    the 
passions  of  the  community  at  large.     H^ 
niight  be  mistaken  ;  but  if  ever  he  had 
heard  defiance  hurled  forth,  i^  was  in  the 
tone  which  had  been  assumed  by  the  right 
hon.  Secretary  in  respect  to  the  coloqial 
legislature.     This  w^s   not,    (i0]vcyer,   a 
mere  question  of  pounds,  shillings,  apd 
pence;  it  was  tneir  duty  not  to  attempt 
a  hasty  experiipent,  and  thepfpre  he  called 
upon  the  House  to  pause  before  they  pro- 
ceeded to  legislate  in  this  question.     For 
a  mighty  experiment,  none  had  ever  been 
marked  by  so  little  consideration  lo  thai 
or  any  other  House  of  Repres^ntjatiyes. 
He  quite  agreed  in  the  opinion  tUat  eman- 
cipation must  take  place;  but  tbe  ll'oufe 
blight  not  to  enter  upon  a  crude  measure. 
He  admitted  the  philanthropy  agd  huma* 
nity    of  the    British    people,   who   were 
naturally  anxious  to  see  liberty  extended 
to  all  races.     Bu^  would  jhey  so  malign 
the    English  people  as  to  suppose  they 
would  force  the  House  to  acibpt  an  in- 
digested measure?     He  did  not  believe 
that  one  single  sentence  in  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  founde<l  on 
any  tangible  data.     If  the  hon.  member 
for  Dublin  (lyfr.  0*Connell)  was  now  in 
the  House,   he  would   tell  him  that  his 
speech  the  other  night  upon  this  question, 
was  a  mere  address  to  the  passions,  and 
not  to  the  common  sense  or  cool  judgment 
of  mankind.     It  was  a  tissue  of  errors  from 
the  first  to  the  last ;  and  he  handed  down 
at  the  time  to  the  hon.  and  jearncd  Gentle- 
man, some  f<|ictSy  to  proyei  that  ba  was 


entirely  erroopg^a  ir^  his  st^^in^pU.  It 
wi^s  put  JV\f(icc,  hoyrpvcr,  to  sa][,  that  the 
hon.  anu  teamed  Gcii^leii^aii  had  the 
aMt|iority  of  a  p^mphlcf  (be  qiucli  of  what 
he  stated.  The  (act,  hpwever,  was,  the 
experi^nent  of  free  labpi^r  (i(  yvas  on  record 
and  ia  evidence)  n^d  been  tried  on  a  small 
sc4)^f  ana  (jad  totally  fH\|eu.  The  scttle- 
Qient  fbrmeu,  in  ^821,'  s^i  Trinidad,  of 
^i^ratfKl  sls^yes,  was  that  c^^pcriment.  He 
at  th^(  i^oi^i^i)^  h^'d  ii^  bis  hand  however 
e:|^tracts  of  evidence  taken  in  1821,  upon 
oath  before  the  cpyincii  of  Trinii^ad.  I( 
wa«»  ^  pi^bUc  (|oqunient,  and  si^^ned  R.  J. 
\Yihnot  Hortoii .  It  appeared  that  in  1 82 1 , 
two  public  officers  were  appointed  to  over- 
Ioo|^  aqd  aitenc^  to  a  nupiGer  of  slaves, 
men,  Y^onien,  and  children,  amounting  to 
1,832.  Tliey  consisted  of  disbanded  negro 
soldiers  from  the  West-India  re^riments, 
libefatcd  American  pegrocs,  and  refugees ; 
they  ^'c re  all  free,  an^  received  eye ^y 
a$!(istauce  aoc|  encouragement,  '^cy  were 
placed,  )in(l^r  the  piauagcmcnt  of  officers 
appointed  by  tnc  Crown,  and  supplied 
with  all  necessaries  for  a  year.  The  ex- 
pense of  this  cxperi^nent  up  to  1825,  was 
«i4,000/. ;  each  slave  got  sixteen  acres  of 
land  fr^e  frqm  taxes,  with  a  supply  of 
iiii pieman tsneccs^uiry  for  cultivation.  That 
wa4  an  experiment  for  trying  free  labour, 
ana  ^  fair  experiment.  \Vhat  was  the 
result  ?  ^Yby»  IWr.  Robert  Mitchell j  one 
of  the  superintendents,  said,  that 'they 
were  averse  to  labour,  s^ddicted  to  drink- 
Ji^g*  (o  thieving,  promiscu9\is  intercourse 
%vitti  the  sexes,  <1nd  in  a  worse  and  more 
immoral  slate  t^an  that  of  common  slaves. 
With  the  greatest  diiliculty  he  could  get 
most  of  them  to  work  the  land  for  ihcir 
support;  they  were  found  lying  asleep  in 
lh(^ir  houses  in  the  working  hou^s,  and 
often  he  had  to  punish  them  before  he 
could    force   them   to    their    labour.      In 
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1824,  they  were  in  such  a  condition  that 
they  could  not  be  safely  left  even  then  to 
themselves.  They  were  much  addicted  to 
drinking,  and  fatal  broils  must  be  the 
result,  possibly  murder,  if  not  controlled 
by  some  authority.  That  they  would  mi 
work  he  believed,  unless  they  were  over- 
looked, and  that  he  knew  of  ho  instance 
of  their  hiring  themselves  out  as  they  had 
opportunities  of  doing.  Another  super- 
intendent (Mr.  Peschiiir)  said  in  his  evid- 
ence, that  these  emancipated  slaves  would 
liquander  away  in  rum  whatever  they  could 
get ;  that  he  could  not  get  thcin  to  work 
U  ^«(t  to  themselves  and  uncontrolled  by 
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law ;  that  they  did  pot  live,  ^  to  diet  or 
dress,  better  than  the  very  lowest  class  of 
slaves.  Whep  asked  whether  they  might 
not  be  got  to  work*  by  a  system  of  fines, 
he  said  it  would  be  useless,  that  he  could 
find  no  property  to  levy  fines  upon  except 
the  growing  produce,  and  that  levying 
a  fine  upon  that  must  have  the  effect  of 
diminishing  cultivation.  He  did  not  con- 
sider them  fit  to  be  left  to  their  own 
management.  The  conclusion  to  be  drawn 
from  this  was,  that  the  experiment  failed, 
and  that  these  negroes  by  being  set  free, 
were  not  rendered  sober,  moral,  industri- 
ous, or  religious.  He  could  not  but  express 
his  surprise  at  the  manner  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Secretary  had  taken  up^  and 
without  further  inquiry,  drew  m^st  im- 
portant conclusions  from  assertions  made 
py  a  gentleman  now  ui  this  country,  a 
native  of  Venezuela,  as  to  the  cultivation 
of  sugar  by  free  blacks.  Even  if  all  that 
was  state(f  were  tr\ie,  it  by  no  means  fol- 
lowed that  an  experiment  which  was 
successful  at  Venezuela,  where  the  nun;iber 
of  blacks  was  small  as  compared  to  the 
whole  population,  would  succeed  in  Ja- 
maica, where  the  great  mass  of  the  popula- 
tion were  negroes.  But  in  fact,  however, 
the  statements  of  the  right  hon.  Secretary 
were  not  correct.  The  whole  of  the  ruiu 
naade  in  TrJuidad  for  example,  was  sent 
to  Venezuela,  though  the  right  hon.  Secre- 
tary told  them  that  Venezuela  supplied 
Trinidad  with  rum.  This  could  not  be 
the  case.  By  law  not  a  single  gallon  of 
rum  could  be  imported  into  Trinidad  from 
Venezuela  or  any  other  place.  There  was 
no  proof  therefore  to  be  found  in  that 
statement,  that  rum  was  produced  by  the 
labour  of  the  free  negroes  in  Venezuela. 
jVIorcover  it  must  be  remembered,  that  the 
emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  the  Caraccas 
proceeded  in  a  way  quite  diflcrent  from 
that  now  proposed,  for  they  took  twelve 
years  there  to  emancipate  one  hundred 
thousand  slaves,  being  only  one-tenth  of 
the  whole  population.  They  did  not  give 
them  freedom  all  at  once,  as  was  now  pro- 
posed. They  emancipated  the  best  be- 
haved, and  paid  to  the  owner  the  full  price 
for  iheiu ;  and  not  the  one-fourth,  as  pro- 
posed^ in  the  plan  of  Government.  The 
right  hon.  Secretary  told  them  that  sugar 
was  never  cultivated  in  the  Caraccas  until 
the  slaves  were  emancipated  and  the  prin- 
ciple of  free  labour  acted  upon.  Now  in 
the  evidence  from  which  he  had  read 
e^^tracts  beforci  it  was  stated    by  Pr, 
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Garcia,  a  Judge  in  Trinidad,  a  native  of 
the  Caraccas,  that  sugar  was  always  culti- 
vated there  by  slaves,  and  not  by  free 
labour.  In  place  of  two-thirds  of  the 
sugar  produced  there  being  cultivated,  as 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  said,  by  free 
labour,  he  could  prove  upon  the  best 
authority  that  the  very  contrary  was  the 
fact.  Mr.  St.  Hillaire  .Begorra't  in  his 
evidence  said,  that  sugar  and  cocoa  were 
cultivated  entirely  by  slaves  in  the  Caraccas 
in  1781.  The  same  fact,  or  rather  a 
similar  fact,  was  stated  by  Don  Joze 
Zepero  a  native  of  the  Havannah,  who 
had  known  sugar  and  coffee  to  be  culti- 
vated at  the  Caraccas  by  slaves  in  1809, 
and  from  that  time  up  to  1815.  It  was 
true  indeed  that  some  of  the  slaves  in  the 
Caraccas  were  now  amalgamated  with  the 
rest  of  the  population,  and  many  of  them 
were  good  and  industrious  labourers. 
Another  experiment,  similar  to  the  one  he 
before  alluaed  to,  had  been  made,  and 
what  was  the  result  ?  He  would  state  it 
to  the  House.  In  the  year  1811,  many 
hundred  slaves  were  given  up  to  this 
country  by  the  Dutch.  They  were  all 
placed  in  the  island  of  Demerara  under 
the  management  of  Commissioners,  at  the 
head  of  whom  were  Mr.  Wilberforce  and 
Mr.  Stephen,  with  Mr.  Zachary  Macaulay 
for  Secretary.  In  the  first  year  there  was 
a  reduction  of  seventy-five  in  their  num- 
ber, being  one-fourth  per  cent  of  the 
whole ;  and  in  three  years,  not  less  than 
9,000/.  were  drawn  from  the  Treasury  for 
their  support.  Commissioners  were  sent 
out  for  the  purpose  of  making  efforts  to 
encourage  them  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar. 
Unfortunately,  however,  these  Commission- 
ers made  no  report,  and  they  had  no  means 
of  ascertaining  the  result  of  the  experi- 
ment. He  proposed  moving  for  the  neces- 
sary documents,  but  Lord  Goderich  ex- 
pressed some  unwillingness  to  produce 
them,  and  his  mind  was  drawn  away  from 
the  subject  by  other  business.  He  should, 
however,  take  a  future  opportunity  of 
moving  for  the  information  communi- 
cated by  these  Commissioners.  The 
right  hon.  Secretary  would  have  done 
better,  and  enabled  the  House  to  come  to 
a  more  correct  judgment,  by  producing 
this  information,  than  by  sending  post 
haste  all  the  way  to  Edinburgh,  and  brmg- 
ing  up  to  London  a  gentleman,  a  native 
of  South  America,  for  the  purpose  of  put- 
ting questions  to  him  on  the  subject  of 
lugarcultivatioa  in  Venezuela,    The  right 


hon.  Secretary  infoniied  them,  upon  the 
autliority  of  this  gentleman,  whom  he  r^ 
presented  as  Vice-President  of  Venezueb^ 
that  the  rum  of  Venezuela,  the  pitKhice  of 
free  labour,  was  exported  to  Trinidad. 
Now,  in  a  letter  written  to  this  seDUeman, 
who  came  to  this  country  for  the  purpose 
of  making  himself  acquainted  with  British 
institutions,  the  question  was  pat  to  him 
from  what  ports  of  Venezuela,  and  in 
what  vessels,  rum,  the  produce  of  that 
country,  was  sent  to  Trinidad  ?  The  hen. 
Member  read  the  answer  of  this  gentle* 
man,  a  Senhor  Alejo  Forteque,  which 
stated,  that  he  had  b^n  requested  to  come 
to  London  from  Edinburgh  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  answering  some  questions  relative 
to  sugar  cultivation  in  Venezuela.  He  de* 
clined,  in  this  letter  entering  again  into 
the  details;  but  stated  that  he  was  not 
now,  and  never  had  been  Vice-President 
of  Venezuela.  Now,  was  it  upon  such 
vague  information  as  had  been  supplied 
by  that  gentleman  to  the  right  hon.  Se- 
cretary, that  the  House  was  to  legislate 
without  further  inquiry  upon  such  a  mo- 
mentous question?  Ministers  were  pro-* 
ceeding  in  utter  ignorance,  in  a  total 
absence  of  the  necessary  information,  to 
enable  themselves  or  Parliament  or  the 
country  to  form  a  correct  judgment.  This 
was  not  the  first  time  they  showed  their 
ignorance  and  injudicious  haste  in  their 
proceedings  as  regarded  this  question.  The 
former  Order  in  Council,  which  had  been 
discussed  in  that  House,  was  character- 
ised by  the  same  haste,  and  equally  proved 
their  ignorance  of  the  real  state  of  afiairs 
in  the  colonies.  He  foretold  them  in  Octo- 
ber last,  that  their  Order  in  Council  could 
not  and  would  not  be  carried  into  effect  in 
the  colonies.  It  was  filled  wiUi  the  most 
gross  and  ridiculous  absurdities.  He  before 
alluded  to  that  part  of  it  which  provided 
that  a  new  razor  should  be  ghren  every 
year  to  each  slave.  What  was  the  conse- 
quence ?  Why,  Ministers  were  soon  after 
obliged  to  suspend  their  own  order,  seeing 
that  it  could  not  possibly  be  acted  upon. 
It  was  utterly  unfounded  to  say,  that  the 
colonists  disregarded  the  Resolutions  of 
that  House.  They  did  no  such  thing, 
but  they  wisely  and  properly  disregarded 
the  Order  in  Council.  They  proved  them- 
selves right  by  the  succeeding  conduct  of 
Government,  who  withdrew  their  own 
insane  order.  In  the  communication  made 
by  Lord  Goderich  to  the  colonists  there 
was  a  very  long  articlei  the  object 
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was  to  show,  that  the  Gorernineot  was 
mach  better  acquainted  with  all  matters 
connected  with  their  Order  in  Council, 
with  every  thing  connected  either  with 
slave  or  master,  than  the  colonists  them- 
selves, and  that  they  did  not  stand  in  need 
of  any  advice  or  suggestions  upon  the 
snbject  from  the  Colonial  Legislatures. 
What  was  the  result  of  all  this  boasting  ? 
Why,  they  withdrew  their  own  order,  as 
prejudicial  alike  both  to  slave  and  owner. 
This,  however,  was  not  all.  A  Committee 
of  the  Lords  was  appointed  last  Session 
to  inquire  into  the  subject,  and  to  report. 
Nothing  more  than  ex-parte  evidence  came 
before  this  Committee,  and  it  ended  with* 
out  their  coming  to  any  final  conclusion. 
They  met  in  April,  and  the  inquiry,  so 
far  as  it  went,  was  confined  to  Jamaica. 
Even  as  regarded  Jamaica,  for  want  of 
sufficient  time,  they  were  obliged  entirely 
to  omit  many  important  points  of  inquiry. 
Tbey  said,  however,  that  they  expected 
from  Jamaica  many  witnesses  of  respecta- 
bility and  intelligence,  from  whom  they 
hoped  in  the  following  Session  to  obtain 
important  information.  Now,  he  would 
ask,  was  it  fair  or  candid  in  the  noble 
LoTtl  (Lord  Althorp)  under  such  circum- 
stances to  call  upon  the  House  to  legislate 
before  this  information  was  obtained? 
Was  it  acting  justly  towards  the  colonies 
or  the  country,  to  refuse  further  inquiry  ? 
A  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
was  appointed  to  go  into  a  similar  inquiry, 
but  they  made  only  a  partial  report.  This 
Committee  also  confined  the  inquiry  to 
Jamaica,  and  did  not  investigate  at  all 
that  part  of  the  subject  which  related  to 
property.  The  public  functionaries  against 
whom  charges  were  brought  in  the  evi- 
denoe  before  this  Committee  had  no  op- 
portunity given  them  of  answering  these 
charges*  The  Government,  instead  of 
precipitating  their  measures,  ought  to  have 
sought  and  obtained  information  from  the 
public  functionaries  and  other  persons 
connected  with  the  West-India  colonies ; 
and  their  having  declined  to  do  so  was 
the  more  inexcusable  when  such  testimony 
bad  been  ofiered  by  those  who  represented 
the  West-India  interests.  But  instead  of 
adopting  that  safe  and  necessary  course, 
Ministers  rushed  headlong  into  experi- 
ments, and  they  did  this  not  only  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  those 
who  vrere  best  informed  on  the  subject, 
bat  ID  almost  total  ignorance  of  the  nature 
or  bMiBgsof  the  interests  with  vrbich  tbey 


thus  needlessly  and  imprudently  meddled. 
Let  the  House  consider  the  importance  of 
the  great  and  vital  interests  which  were 
involved  in  this  new  experiment  of  Minis- 
ters ;  but  above  all,  they  should  bear  in 
mind  the  frightful  consequences  which 
must  inevitably  follow  a  failure  of  this 
plan.  If  such  experiments  were  tolerated 
no  species  of  property  would  be  safe  from 
the  interference  of  Parliament.  For  his  own 
part  he  would  not  run  on  with  Ministers 
in  that  heedless  and  reckless  course, 
which,  as  it  was  adopted  without  sufficient 
inquiry  or  consideration,  could  not  but 
lead  to  confusion  and  ruin.  The  plan  of 
the  Government  was  proposed  to  that 
House  in  violation  of  a  pledge  to  the 
colonists  that  no  such  measures  should  be 
adopted  until  the  termination  of  the  Re* 
ports  of  the  Committees  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament.  It  had  been  repeatedly 
and  formally  announced  to  the  Colonial 
Legislatures,  that  Ministers  would  not  pro- 
pose any  legislative  measure  to  Parlia- 
ment for  the  abolition  of  slavery  until  the 
fullest  inquiry  had  been  instituted,  or,  at 
all  events,  until  the  imperfect  reports  which 
had  been  presented  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  should  be  terminated.  What 
then  was  it  but  a  breach  of  faith  to  in« 
troduce  this  new  plan  without  even  the 
revival  of  either  of  the  parliamentary  Com- 
mittees? It  was  not  alone  the  interests 
and  welfare  of  the  negroes  and  of  the 
colonists  which  were  at  stake,  but  also  the 
most  important  interests  of  the  British 
empire.  He  would  again  openly  accuse 
Ministers  of  a  breach  of  faith  towards  the 
colonies,  and  if  he  were  a  member  of  the 
legislature  of  Jamaica  (one  of  the  colonies 
to  which  the  pled8;e  was  made),  he  would 
at  once  say  to  his  colleagues  that  they 
ought  not  again  to  trust  Ministers,  or  put 
their  faith  in  such  councils.  Did  not  Lord 
Goderich,  in  his  letter  of  the  15th  of 
June,  1832,  to  the  Governor  of  Domini- 
ca, say  that  the  Government  were  resolved 
to  al^tain  from  all  further  interference 
with  the  colonies  until  the  Committees  of 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  brought  their 
labours  to  a  close?  The  hon.  Member 
quoted  the  words  of  the  despatch,  which 
expressly  stated,  that  **  the  Government 
would  abstain  from  taking  any  measure 
whatever  till  the  labours  of  the  two  parlia 
mentary  Committees  had  been  brought 
to  a  close.''  And  in  the  December  following, 
the  Governor  of  Jamaica  repeated  the 
same  declaration  to  the  legisiatuie  pf  that 
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cqjpny,  adding  i\^^  fissurance,  tUs|t  the 
pi'oceecljings  of  the  two  Coiumittecs  would 
bQ  resqmecl  a^  (he  nex^  Session  of  Parlia- 
iT)ept.  ^q  s|j|ch  Cqipmitie^^  had  been  ap- 
pointed, pq  §uch  iqquifi^s  were  in  any  way 
resumed,  and  be  y^as  therefore  justified  iii 
saying;,  that  tl^ere  was  i^ot  only  ^  brc^ac^ 
of  jaith,  bu^  a  ^ap(  of  infornqation,  ai^d, 
b^  tnigh(  ^fld,  a  total  ig^norance  of  the 
subjec^  Of)  the  part  of  the  Gov^rnji^ent. 
Ufid^f  i\\^  qrqumstaaces  it  was  most 
str!fr|ge,  it  was  most  alarming,  tp  see  Mi- 
nisters, ip  the  at)sence  of  all  information, 
bringing  fqrward  hastily  a  mQa3^^e  which 
was  necessarily  crude,  undigested,  anq 
imperfect.  But  tlie  Governmen),  did  not 
$top  herq.  T))ey  put  forward  the  most 
erroneous  statements ;  apd  a  gallant  Ad- 
mifal  opposite,  in  hjs  anxiety  to  ^weep 
aw^ytbeColonial Legislatures,  had  asserted, 
thatj  out  of  forty-five  members  of  the 
Jamaica  Legislature,  fhere  were  not  ten 
who  had  any  landed  property,  and  th^t  the 
most  of  them  were  not  solvent,  and  that 
ten  of  them  ^yere  buqlcrupt  attopies  and 
slave^ managers.  This  certainly  was  iei 
sweeping  declaration,  but  he  was  in  a 
condition  to  disprove  the  alleviation,  for 
be  held  in  fiis  h^nd  an  authentic  do- 
cument which  showed  clearly,  that  out 
of  trje  forty-five  members  alluded  to  there 
were  not  five  >vho  were  not  men  of  property. 
That  document,  he  was  ready  to  show  to 
the  gallant  Ofllicer,  or  to  any  other  Mem- 
ber of  the  House,  but  he;  would  not  go 
t^hrough  its  4|^taits,  as  he  had  already,  he 
feared,  exhausted  the  patlepce  of  the 
House ;  but  he  could  not  refrain  from 
mentioning  three  or  four  of  the  names  of 
the  gentlemen  referred  to,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  the  accuracy  of  the  statements 
which  hid  been  put  into  his  hands.  [The 
hon.  Member  read  over  three  of  the  names, 
together  with  statements  of  their  landed 
property,  and  the  particular  localities  in 
which  those  properties  were  situated]. 
The  House,  he  was  sure,  would  feel  that 
he  was  justified  in  designating  the  asper- 
sions which  had  been  cast  upon  these 
(gentlemen  as  slanderous  and  unfounded. 
Here,  then,  was  discovered  a  material 
error  in  tlie  statements  which  came  from 
the  supporters  of  this  new  scheme  ;  and 
in  the  absence  of  information,  he  was  jus- 
tified in  assuming  that  inquiry  would  dis- 
cover other  similar  mis-statements.  But 
IVfinisters  seemed  indifferent  to  the  detec- 
tion of  these  errors.  Tliey  were  already 
(^uipiliated  by  the  failure  of  their  first  ex* 
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jhey  had  scarcely  suggested  a  waip  when 
It  was  shoiyn  to  be  impracticable.  That 
yf^  withdrawn,  and  anothieTi  ip  t^js  opin- 
ion, equally  ab^urq,  ^as  substituted ;  and 
^his  change  pf  plans,  atTecting  sp^^^qf  the 
most  important  intqresta  of  ^hp  cpuntry, 
took  place  witni^  \  few  days.  Hip,w,  he 
woula  ask,  cpvitd  sqch  plaus  be  siiiiii- 
ciently  ipatured»  pip  rendered  evc^  prac- 
ticable ?  Qn  the  7tb  of  Fe^^uary,  a  me- 
morial w,a^  presented  on  \i\Q  part  of  the 
polonista,  praying  the  Uovernmient  to  re- 
appoint the  Committees  of  Inquiry  into  the 
$tate  of  the  colonies,  and  calling  upoo 
Ministers  to  dp  something  in  red^mptioa 
of  their  pledge.  The  colonists  were  asked 
pot  to  p(ess  thqir  claims,  ^nd,  for  his  owa 
part*  h^  must  say,  that  j,he  colpui^U  were 
wrong  in  yielding  to  such  solicitations. 
i][e,  (or  one,  neyer  thought  that  much 
good  arose  from  ceasing  to  pre§6  just 
claims.  However  that  was,  th^  Govern- 
ment, in  the  same  mquth,  proposed  a  plau 
pf  emancipation  to  the  colonists,  Whiph 
embraced  eight  bills,  two  of  which  were  to 
f)e  pa9sed  by  Parliament,  and  the  other 
six  were  to  be  passed  by  the  Cplonlal  Le- 
gislatures. This  measure,  in  itself,  show- 
ed the  inconsistenpy  of  the  Governirtent, 
M^hich  had,  by  their  orders  in  council,  ae- 
clared  that  it  was  the  people  of  !plng1and 
alone  who  cp^ld  carry  the  measure  of 
emancipation.  This  measure  was  aban- 
doned, and  in  ten  days  afterwards,  another, 
one  of  diametrically  opposite  principles, 
was  proposed  to  the  polqnists.  ^ovy  such 
a  change  of  opinions  could  have  been 
effected  in  so  short  a  tjme,  or  how, 
within  such  a  short  period,  so  extensive 
and  sweeping  a  measure  could  be  devised, 
was  more  than  he  could  conjecture.  It 
was,  he  would  venture  to  say,  such  a  mea- 
sure as  could  not  be  bgnchcially  applied 
to  the  colonies.  It  embraced  such  vast 
interests,  and  contained  such  a  variety  of 
detail,  as  required  more  time,  more  care, 
and  more  investigation,  than  had  been 
applied  to  it.  Yet  Minister^  appeared 
determined  to  persevere  in  their  attempt 
to  adopt  it.  For  his  own  part,  he  should, 
of  the  two,  prefer  the  first  plan,  which  had 
been  devised  by  the  Government;  but  he 
could  not  consent  to  the  hasty  adoption 
of  either.  He  submitted  to  the  House, 
and  he  submitted  to  the  country,  whether 
they  would  tolerate  the  headlong  proceed- 
ing which  was  taken  without  consid^ra- 

^ion^  and  submittQd  to  a  Hquse  of  Qoni« 
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motiiy  wbfch  was  not  io  a  pipper  coodition 
to  i|dopt»  pr  evjSQ  discuss,  such  important 
reso1|it|0p9.  He  h^d  neyef  yet  )£nown  or 
heard  of  t^e  like  atfempt  to  force  a  mea- 
sure tbrqugb  Parliament,  ^e  would  never 
consent  to  impose  ap  annual  charge  of 
l,000,pOO(.  on  the  people  of  Englapd, 
witbpfft  first  seeing  that  the  emancipatiop 
of  the  slaves  vpu}p  jbe  effected  by  it;  and, 
even  on  that  grpund  alope,  lie  would  op- 
ppse  t|fp8e  Resolutions,  because  he  was 
comvinpe^  that  th^y  would  npt  attain 
the  objects  which  the  supporters  of 
tbo^e  Resolutions  profeissed.  Were  they, 
then,  to  try  tbis  dreadfi)!  experiment 
witboqt  the  consent  of  the  Colonial  Le- 
gislatures? They,  at  least,  ought  to  be 
consulted  and  Keard.  ^e  had  said,  that 
this  ipe^ttjre  would  entail  a  permanent 
expense  of  1„000,006/.  a-year  on  this 
country.  In  the  first  place,  there  wpuld 
be  the  600,000/.  a-year,  and  the  expepsje 
of  a  policy  would  be  150,000/.;  then 
there  woula  be  the  charge  for  education, 
which,  with  other  expenses,  would  amount 
to  1 ,0p0,000/.  a-year.  T*he  bon.  member  for 
Weyn^puth  had,  in  the  course  of  a  former 
speech,  quoted  Mr.  Burnley  as  an  au- 
tiK>rity  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  and 
vet  it  was  rather  strange  that  the  hon. 
Membe^  should  refuse  to  hear  Mr.  Burnley 
before  a  Committee.  The  hon.  member 
for  Weympiith  had  every  year  chauged 
his  opinions  on  this  subject;  but  Mr. 
Burn  fey  was,  though  perhaps  erroneous 
in  some  of  bis  ppinions,  at  leas^  consistent 
throughout.  He  was  likewise  a  gentleman 
who  had  paid  great  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  was  at  all  events  entitled  to  be 
heard.  Why  should  his  opinions  be  quoted, 
and  hb  examination  refused  ?  Mr.  Bum- 
ley  was  ready  to  submit  himself  to  the 
examination  of  the  House,  or  of  a  Com- 
mittee. With  such  opportunities  of  ac- 
quiring information,  it  was  most  un- 
justifiable on  the  part  of  Ministers  to 
proceed  in  their  hasty  career,  in  total 
Ignorance  of  the  subject  upon  which  they 
atteippted  to  legislate.  Again  he  re- 
peated, that  their  ignorance  was  proved 
by  the  fact  of  their  having  changed  their 
opinioqs  in  the  short  space  of  ten  days. 
Holding  the  opinions  to  which  his  mind 
had  been  brou^t  by  mature  reflection, 
and  considering,  as  he  conscientiously 
did,  that  the  measures  of  Government 
would  be  productive  of  great  evils  both  to 
the  opIoDies  and  to  the  British  empire,  be 
felt  hii«9^1f  paHpd  upon  tp  state  explicitly 


what  those  opinions  )fere.  Tb^t  ^pap 
was  not  a  true  trienu  to  the  npgjro,  pjf  tp 
England,  who,  in  discussing  tfifs  94b|cct, 
appealed  to  the  passions  pf  his  neafers.— 
It  was  a  subject  surpunded  with  difficp)- 
ties,  and  required  the  calip  applicatipfi  qf 
reason  and  truth ;  and,  (cpowing  as  hf 
did  the  necessity  of  avoiding  all  ifrit^tion, 
he  cpuld  not  (lelp  deprecating;  the  too 
frequent  allusions  which  had  bjeen  ma(|e 
to  the  "  lash".  Th^  •  *  l«sh'*  w^s  admjMed 
by  the  noble  Lo|rd  opposite  to  form  a  PA^t 
of  the  new  system.  \ie  would  ask  those 
who  tolerated  the  *'  lash**  in  the  British 
army  and  navy  to  look  at  home ;  and  if 
thev  made  proper  inquiries  they  wou)4 
find  that  the  "  lash"  was  more  frequently 
used  ip  the  British  army  than  in  th^  cplo- 
nies.  He  hl^'^I  ^^  bis  hand  a  rett^im  strew- 
ing the  numbers  of  the  British  army  \a 
each  year  from  1825  to  1831,  both  years 
inclusive.  The  e9tab|ishment  of  the  army 
in  1827  consisted  of  111,107  mep.  the 
number  ^ried  by  Courts-martial  in  tpat 
year  was  5,340;  of  these  2,54^  were  sen- 
tenced to  various  punishments  oi^er  than 
corporal ;  2,632  were  sentenced  to  corpo- 
ral punishments,  and  of  these  2,291  actu- 
ally received  corporal  punishment.  This 
showed,  that  ope  in  forty-eight  received 
corporal  punishment,  and  that  taking  300 
lashes  as  the  average  punishment,  there 
bad  in  that  year  been  687,000  lashes  in- 
flicted on  British  soldiers.  [iVb,  no]  \VeII, 
then,  supposing  the  average  to  be  200,  it 
would  appear  that  there  had  been  458,200 
lashes  inflicted  during  that  year.  In  1831 
the  establish ipept  of  the  army  consisted  of 
1 03.374  men.  There  were  tried  that  year 
7,370  men ;  5,497  were  sentenced  to  va- 
rious punishments  other  than  corporal, 
1,611  were  sentenced  to  corporal  punish- 
ment, and  1,477  received  corponjl  punish- 
ment; showing,  that  one  man  in  seventy 
had  been  subjected  to  corporal  punish- 
ment, and,  according  to  his  former  aver- 
ages, the  amount  of  lashes  inflicted  wouI4 
be  443,1  OOi  In  referring  to  those  returns 
he  was  glad  to  perceive  that  there  was  a 
decrease  of  corporal  punishment  in  the 
army.  But  he  must,  at  the  same  time, 
observe,  that  the  severity  of  .such  punbh- 
ment  was  far  greater  in  this  country  than 
in  the  colonies.  Some  punishment  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  keep  negroes  in 
order,  and  in  his  opinion  order  was  mercy. 
Those  who  talked  so  much  about  the  use  of 
the  lash  in  the  colonies  ought  first  to  recol- 
lect bow  pfpcb  more  severe  vas  its  applic- 
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ation  when  inflicted  upon  freemen,  in  the 
midst  of  civil  tribunals,  before  they  com" 
plained  of  its  use  in  preserving  order 
amongst  the  negroes.  I«et  no  person 
misunderstand  him  as  advocating  such  a 
system.  He  was,  and  had  been,  all  through 
life,  opposed  to  that  species  of  punish- 
ment, but  he  could  not  overlook  the  fact 
that  some  of  those  who  were  most  clamor- 
ous for  its  abolition  in  the  colonies  toler- 
ated it  at  home.  He  had  to  apologise  for 
having  occupied  so  much  time  of  the 
Honse,  but,  though  personally  disinter- 
ested in  the  matter,  he  could  not  avoid 
expressing  his  disapprobation  of  this  new 
system  which  was  mtroduced  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government. — He  then  moved — 
''That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee 
that  further  information  is  required  rela- 
tive to  the  efficiency  of  free  labour  and 
other  points,  upon  which  the  future  bene- 
ficial cultivation  of  the  colonies  materially 
depends.  And  for  this  object,  without 
which  neither  the  welfare  of  the  negroes 
nor  the  interests  of  the  planters  can  be 
secured,  it  is  desirable  that  the  inquiry 
commenced  by  Committees  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  in  the  last  Session  should 
be  immediately  renewed,  with  the  view  of 
examining  certain  eminent  persons  recently 
arrived  from  various  colonies,  as  well  as 
others  practically  acquainted  with  colo- 
nial affairs,  and  especially  deputed  for  the 
purpose  of  affording  information  touching 
the  various  points  on  which  so  many  dis- 
cordant opinions  have  been  stated  in  this 
Committee." 

Admiral  Fleming  regretted,  that  he  had 
not  been  present  when  the  hon.  member 
for  Middlesex  had  thought  proper  to  open 
his  fire  upon  him  (Admiral  Fleming).  He, 
however,  could  now  only  state,  that  he 
adhered  to  the  evidence  which  he  had  for- 
merly given  before  Committees  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  which  was 
founded  upon  what  he  had  himself  seen 
in  Venezuela.  In  support  of  what  he  had 
then  stated  he  could  produce  the  late  Pre- 
sident of  Venezuela,  who  was  then  under 
the  gallery,  and  who  would  bear  him  out 
in  every  word  he  had  uttered.  He  had 
not  come  forward  either  a  willing  or  a 
volunteer  witness,  and  he  could  also  say 
that  he  could  be  directly  corroborated  in 
other  respects  by  General  Herman,  Go- 
vernor of  Bogota.  He  was  also  prepared 
to  repeat  all  he  had  stated  with  reference 
to  the  Colonial  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  for, 

thov{;h  bis  informatioo  was  not  derived 


from  what  he  had  himself  witnessed,  yet 
it  was  derived  from  members  of  that  as- 
sembly, one  of  whom,  (Mr.  Lynch,)  had 
declared  to  him  (Admiral  Fleming)  that 
he  was  a  bankrupt.  Of  that  assembly, 
he  could  say,  that  there  was  not  one  who, 
if  all  his  debts  were  paid,  could  raise  half- 
a-crown  in  the  pound.  He  was  uncon- 
nected with  any  party  in  the  slave  ques- 
tion ;  but  when  nis  own  evidence  bad  been 
attacked,  he  had  felt  it  due  to  himself  to 
make  this  statement  to  the  House.  He 
could  only  add,  that  if  hon.  Members  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  would  contend 
for  that  which  was  false  in  principle,  no- 
thing but  bloodshed,  insurrection,  and 
misery  would  ensue;  and  to  them  he 
would  say  as  a  caution,  **  do  not  drive  your 
plans  too  far."  The  moment  the  proposi« 
tion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  the  Se- 
cretary for  the  Colonies,  was  received  in 
Jamaica,  he  felt  satisfied  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  retract  an  inch  from  that 
proposition. 

Mr.  Buckingham  said,  in  rising  to  offer 
a  few  observations  on  the  subject  before 
the  House,  he  could  not  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing his  surprise  and  regret  at  the 
course  pursued  by  his  hon.  friend,  the 
member  for  Middlesex,  whose  objections 
came  too  late,  for  his  proposition  was  to 
delay  that  declaration  of  Emancipation 
which  the  House  had  solemnly  pronounced 
by  the  unanimous  vote  on  the  first  Resolu- 
tion, which  had  already  passed ;  it  was 
perfectly  useless,  therefore,  now  to  pro- 
pose a  Committee  for  further  evidence,  as 
the  fiat  had  gone  forth,  to  declare  that 
slavery  should  be  abolished,  and  our  only 
remaining  task  now  was  to  determine  the 
when  and  the  how.  The  hon.  Member 
had  deprecated  our  legislating  in  ignorance 
of  the  actual  circumstances  of  the  colonies, 
of  which  he  assumed  that  we  knew  nothing, 
compared  with  the  individuals  who  re- 
sided in  them,  and  he  asked  whether  the 
inhabitants  of  Japan  were  not  likely  to 
understand  what  was  passing  in  their  own 
country  better  than  the  people  of  Eng- 
land. The  illustration  was  not  a  happy 
one,  for  the  cases  were  not  parallel.  There 
was  no  intercourse  whatever  between  the 
people  of  England  aud  the  people  of 
Japan,  and  there  was  not  a  single  Ja- 
panese to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  the 
British  islands;  whereas  the  intercourse 
between  England  and  the  West  Indies  was 
frequent    and    extensive.    Hundreds    of 

persons  who  bad  passed  the  greatest  por« 
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tioD  of  tbeir  liyes  in  the  coloDies,  resided 
among  us,  and  some  were  even  members 
of  that  House.  He  had  visited  the  West 
Indies,  twenty-five  years  ago,  commencing 
with  the  island  of  Trioidad ;  he  had  sub- 
sequently visited  manv  other  islands  in  a 
maritime  capacity;  he  bad  afterwards 
passed  some  time  in  Virginia,  the  greatest 
slave-holding  state  in  America ;  and  since 
then  he  had  seen  slavery  in  all  its  varied 
modifications,  in  the  Eastern  world,  from 
the  severest  to  the  mildest  form  in  which 
it  existed  or  was  known.  He  might  be 
considered,  therefore,  as  not  altogether 
destitute  of  experience  on  this  head ;  and 
if  this  experience  could  give  any  weight 
to  the  testimony  he  should  bear  on  the 
subject,  he  should  rejoice  in  having  the 
present  opportunity  of  declaring  that,  from 
the  first  moment  he  ever  saw  a  slave,  until 
the  present  time,  his  conviction  had  been, 
not  merely  that  slavery  was  sinful,  cruel, 
impolitic,  and  unprofiuble,  but  that  it 
might  be  aliolished  with  perfect  ease  and 
entire  safety,  not  gradually,  but  imme- 
diately— not  in  one  spot  only,  but  through- 
oat  the  globe ;  and  that  all  parties  would 
be  ultimately  benefited  by  such  a  step. 
He  would  now  advert  to  the  principal  ob- 
jections that  had  been  urged  against  his 
view  of  the  case,  by  those  who  thought  the 
immediate  emancipation  of  the  slaves 
would  be  attended  with  danger,  or  difE- 
cnlty,  or  loss ;  and  as  briefly  as  he  possi- 
bly could,  he  would  pass  in  review  what 
had  fallen  from  those  hon.  Members  who 
had  opposed  his  Amendment  on  the  last 
evening  of  the  debate ;  in  doing  which,  he 
might  find  it  practicable  also  to  convince 
the  hon.  member  for  Middlesex,  that  a 
much  larger  body  of  evidence  than  he 
seemed  to  contemplate,  could  be  cited,  to 
prove  the  superiority  of  free  labour  over 
slave  labour,  in  every  experiment  that  had 
yet  been  tried.  He  would  begin,  then, 
with  the  objections  to  immediate  emanci- 
pation, which  were  raised  by  the  noble 
Lord,  the  member  for  Stirling  (Lord  Dal- 
meny),  which  embraced  the  three  following 
assertions: — That  the  slaves  were  too 
^orant  to  be  admitted  at  once  to  the  en- 
joyment of  freedom.  That  they  had 
treasured  up  vindictive  feelings  for  all  the 
cruelties  inflicted  on  them,  and  could  not 
be  made  free  with  safety.  That  it  there- 
fore required  the  greatest  caution  and 
prudence  to  release  them  gradually,  and 
above  all,  to  prepare  them  for  their  freedom 
before  that  blessing  was  confened  upon 


them.  He  would  advert  to  each  of  these 
in  succession.  First — as  to  ignorance* 
If  it  were  intended  to  confer  at  once  upon 
the  negro  the  enjoyment  of  political  rignts^ 
the  trust  of  the  elective  franchise,  or  eleva- 
tion to  judicial  or  other  stations  of  civil  or 
political  authority,  he  confessed,  that  with 
all  his  love  of  liberty,  and  advocacy  of  ex- 
tended rights,  he  should  pause  before  he 
assented  to  such  a  measure.  But  all  that 
was  intended  by  the  freedom  of  the  negro, 
in  the  present  instance,  was  to  give  him 
the  liberty  to  take  his  labour,  the  only 
property  he  had,  to  the  best  market,  to 
select  his  own  employer,  to  negociate  for 
his  own  wages,  to  earn  his  own  bread,  and 
to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labour  unmo- 
lested. Surely  the  most  ignorant  people 
in  existence  might  be  safely  intrust^  with 
so  much  freedom  as  this,  and  this  was  all 
that  was  asked  for  the  slaves.  If  ignorance 
were  a  disqualification  for  that  extent  of 
freedom,  then  ought  the  great  bulk  of  the 
population  in  every  country  upon  earth  to 
be  kept  in  a  state  of  slavery.  But  if,  as 
was  undoubtedly  the  case  at  present,  the 
most  ignorant  inhabitants  of  every  nation 
in  £urope  were  as  free  in  this  particular  as 
the  wisest,  and  no  inconvenience  was  felt 
from  that  equality  of  rights  in  this  respect 
— the  right  to  dispose  of  their  labour 
freely,  (and  no  more  was  asked) — it  must 
be  equally  safe  to  admit  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  the  right  contended  for  to  every 
slave,  whatever  the  degree  of  ignorance  in 
which  it  might  be  his  misfortune  to  be 
found.  Secondly — as  to  vindictiveness. 
It  might  be  true,  and  none  could  wonder 
at  the  fact,  that  the  severe  and  continued 
oppressions  which  these  unhappy  beings 
had  so  long  suffered,  might  inspire  them 
with  feelings  of  anger,  and  even  of  re- 
venge towards  their  oppressors.  But 
what  was  the  best  remedy  for  this  ? — ^to 
keep  them  still  longer  enslaved,  or  to  let 
them  go  free?  By  the  former  course, 
every  cause  for  vindictiveness  would  be 
aggravated  and  prolonged ;  and  whenever 
the  moment  for  executing  the  long  trea- 
sured purpose  of  revenge  should  arrive,  the 
arrear  to  be  wiped  oflf  by  this  terrible  pro- 
cess would  be  the  heavier,  and  the  ven- 
geance the  more  signal  and  complete. 
But,  by  releasing  them  from  bondage,  we 
should  at  least  prevent  any  addition  to 
their  reasons  for  vindictiveness ;  and  before 
the  load  became  intolerable,  they  might  be 
relieved  of  their  burthen  with  greater  ease 
than  at  any  deferred  or  protracted  period. 
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He  had  himself  s^itnessed  the  arrivd  of 
8hi[is  frohi  foreign  stations,  at  the  close  of 
th^  Idst  war;  when  iiiahy  thdusatids  of  sea- 
iri^ti  Wer^  jjaid  off,  discharged,  and  sent 
fbtth  into  a  stat^  of  fi-^edom,  suddenly  and 
withbut  ^revidus  preparation,  though, 
fl-dhi  the  severe  restraint  iinder\Vhich  they 
liad  been  kepty  and  the  punishment  of  the 
lash  to  which  they  had  been  subjected, 
their  feelitigs  towards  their  officers  were 
subh,  that  any  favout-ahle  moment  for  mU- 
tiriy  ^biild  have  been  seized,  hsld  they 
been  kept  longer  in  the  bbiidsige  in  which 
they  were.  But  front  the  tnoment  they 
were  let  loose  from  their  floating  prisons, 
tHfey  wfere  far  too  happy  to  think  of  any- 
thing but  the  delights  of  freedom  ;  what- 
ever fbeliti|s  of  viridictiveness  they  might 
Have  cheriished,  Instantly  disappeared ;  and 
ilo  further  cadke  for  an^er  iiii  ill-^ill 
existing,  the  feeling  became  exiltiguished, 
and  they  would  have  hastened  to  shower 
blbs^itigs  dn  the  ver^  heads  that  they 
would  Haye  \bidkA  WitH  ciirse^  bdt  a  dst^ 
dr  tWo  before.  Thirdly— as  to  caution 
in  proceeding,  dnd  pre{jahition  df  the 
slave.  Tb6  fir^t  hsid  oeen  etehcised  to  sb 
greslt  an  extent  already,  that  it  was  iinrea- 
sdnable  to  ask  fbr  more,  Unless  its  exercise 
was  to  be  etisrrial.  We  had  been  proceed- 
ing with  so  much  caution,  and  had  taken 
our  steps  so  v6ry  gradually,  that  afler 
thirty  years  of  continued  efforts  for  the 
abblitidn  of  slavery  ap  to  the  present  time, 
the  slaves  werb  no  more  free  noi^  than 
they  were  theti,  and  any  ihiptovement  in 
their  boriditioh  was  Sd  slight  as  to  be 
scarcely  perceptible.  Wb  never  could 
prepare  them  for  fVfeedom,  but  by  making 
them  parisike  of  its  enjoyment.  Until  the 
fli-st  Step,  of  admitting  therti  to  the  rights 
of  free  labolirers,  should  bb  taken,  they 
never  could  be  prepared  to  take  thb  se- 
ootid,  or  be  qaaliRbd  to  enjoy  the  rights 
of  free  citizens,  or  free  men.  Emancipa- 
tion, therefore,  miist  precede  improvement, 
or  it  would  never  come  at  all :  and  if  pru- 
dence and  caution  were  requisite,  as  he 
admitted  with  the  nbble  Lord  it  was,  those 
qualities  f^ould  be  best  evinced,  by  begin- 
iling  thb  work  of  dboHtiori  at  once,  and 
effbcting  it  by  legal  and  peaceful  nieans; 
to  avert  the  otherwise  certaih  catastrophe 
of  the  slaves  themselves  achieving  their 
own  delivbrtinbe,  !itld  wresting  their  free- 
dom by  Violehce,  as  a  right,  ftt>m  those 
Urho  might  have  bestowed  it  with  gentle- 
liess,  as  k  booh.  He  Wbuld  now  venture 
to  trouble  thb  House  with  the  proofiii 
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which  werb  aniplb  stnd  aiilfaeniib,  (ft  ite 
perfect  f)racticability  and  entire  safety  of 
the  immediate  transition  from  slavery  to 
freedom,  and  of  thb  8ti[^ridr  produMve- 
riess  and  effieiency  of  free  labonf  over 
slavb  Islbour  wherever  it  had  been  tried. 
The  hori.  Member  qnoted  several  {>aksages 
fh)m  the  pamphlet  written  by  Mn  iosisth 
Cdnder,  entitled,  "  Wagbs  br  the  Whi|j." 
to  establish  the  fact,  thalt  fbee  labddr  iras 
chestper  than  slave  labotlr.  The  boo. 
Member  then  continued — Lbt  him,  hoiv- 
ever,  advert  to  whkt  had  fsdlbn  fVotii  the 
noble  Ldrd,  the  member  for  Liverfjobl 
(Lord  Sandon),  who  sfiokb  ori  a  fornier 
evening  in  the  debate.  That  ilobte  Ldrd 
had  given  stn  enumeration  of  the  various 
classes  interested  ih  thid  IsSiib  df  the  g^teat 
question — the  West-liidia  planters,  the 
British  merchants^  the  sHip-oivners,  the 
n)£inufacttirbrs,  and  the  labourers  df  etery 
kind  now  bmploybd  in  supplying  titatbriais 
for  the  West- India  trade :  assumiii^,  H  it 
\^re,  that  by  the  emandfiatibri  of  the 
slaves,  the  coldnies  would  etthbr  bebome 
indbpendent,  or  extinct,  or  pdss  iiitb  other 
hanas,  and  that  in  either  easb  nil  tliose 
great  interests  would  suffer  a  total  Idsk  of 
all  the  occUt)ation  and  the  profit  which 
our  present  relations  afford  them.  Should 
this  be  the  case,  it  would  undoubtedly  be 
felt  as  a  great  calamity,  and  might  well 
make  us  pause.  Not  only,  however,  did 
the  ordiiiarj^  application  of  principles,  and 
the  exercise  of  reason  and  reflection,  go  to 
show  the  probability  bf  a  different  issue — 
but  the  wholb  testimony  of  history  and 
experience  pointed  to  an  entirely  oppo^te 
result.  If  free  labour  Were  ntore  produc- 
tive than  slave  labour  fas  by  the  evidbnce 
read  he  had  abundantly  shown),  it  hiust 
then  follow,  that  both  masters  and  slaves 
would  be  enriched  thereby — and  the  de- 
sire for  incresised  enjoyments  naturally 
following,  we  should  nb  longer  be  engaged 
in  sending  out  to  thb  West  Indies  the 
miserable  and  scanty  supply  of  salt  her- 
rings for  the  negroes'  food,  a  fe#  shirts 
and  caps  for  their  raiment,  and  an  occa- 
sional addition  to  the  implements  and 
machinery  of  husbandry  and  manufkclure 
for  their  use;  but  the  Hreed  men,  ha^ng 
accumulated  means  of  purchate  and  pay- 
ment, iUcreaSed  8U|3p|{es  of  necessaries, 
comforts,  and  luxuries  of  every  kitid, 
would  be  required ;  and  all  the  aHs  ahd 
elegances  of  life  would  progressively  het 
substituted  for  the  rude  itiatbrials  now  in 
use  among  them.    Ameriea  famished  a 
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strikrng  illustratioo  of  the  effects  of  such 
a  change.  While  appended  to  England 
as  a  mere  colonial  jpossession,  the  cost  of 
governing  her  was  great,  and  her  returns 
in  trade  were  few.  But,  once  emancipated 
and  independent,  her  demands  for  the 
maaufactures  of  itiis  country  progress- 
ively increased ;  augmented  supplies  were 
sent  from  that  country  in  payment  for 
such  supplies;  and  it  was  far  witliin  the 
timits  of  truth  to  say,  that,  at  the  present 
moment,  the  commerce  between  free 
America  and  England  was  twenty  times 
as  great  as  it  ever  bad  been  between  those 
countries  previous  to  her  Emancipation, 
and  the  improvemehts  consequent  thereon. 
So  would  it  be  with  the  West  Indies, 
Whether  they  remained  as  appendages 
of  England  after  they  were  cultivated  by 
free  men  instead  of  slaves,  whether  they 
becande  independent,  or  passed  into  other 
hands,  so  long  as  their  tropical  produce 
could  not  begrdwn  in  England,  we  should 
be  disposed  to  resort  for  it  there ;  so  long 
as  we  were  consumers  of  this,  we  should 
pay  for  it  in  British  gobas ;  and  therefore, 
in  either  case,  the  West-India  proprietors 
would  be  enriched  by  a  larger  demand  for 
theii*  produce ;  the  merchant  would  have 
larger  gains  from  the  increased  timounts 
over  which  his  connexions  would  extend — 
the  manufacturer  would  have  increased 
tent  for  his  articles  of  every  kind;  the 
ship-owner  would  have  freights  for  an  in* 
creased  number  of  vessels  to  convey  the 
interchanging  products  of  each ;  and  the 
seamen  and  artizans  of  the  country  would 
find  increased  employment  in  the  augment* 
ation  of  reciprocally  beneficial  trade.  The 
fears,  therefore,  of  the  noble  Lord,  were 
perfectly  gfoundlbss ;  and  the  very  reverse 
of  #Hat  he  seemed  tb  anticipate  would  be 
likely  io  follow  from  the  change.  He 
would  ndw  pass  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Newark— a  speech  to  which  it 
wHa  impossible  to  allude  but  hi  terms  of 
en  logy  i  for  the  tone,  temper,  manner, 
and  mattefi  by  which  it  was  characterized, 
and  which  obcasihned  it  to  be  listened  to 
with  pleasure  by  all  parties,  whether 
they  concurred  in  the  views  it  advocated 
or  not.  That  hon.  Member  bad  contended, 
that  sugar  culthration,  which  was  said  to 
dettffoy  to  many  Uvea  annually,  was  not 
so  destntcttte  an  occitpatlon  as  many 
tndtft  ptactisefd  in  England,  among 
which  he  enumernted  ihb  steel-grinders, 
who  mete  object  to  diseaites  occasioned 
by  their  occupation,  most  fatal  to  life,  and 


destroying  the  constitution  in  cothpai^- 
tively  a  few  year$.  The  hon.  Mcmbei: 
had  overlooked  the  fact,  however,  thai 
it  was  not  so  much  the  mere  cultivation  of 
sugar  which  led  to  excessive  destruction  of 
life,  as  its  cultivation  on  a  system  of  forced 
labour,  which  exacted  continued  work, 
with  too  great  severity,  and  for  too  scanty 
a  reward.  In  every  community  tliere 
must  be  occupations  more  or  less  dan- 
gerous,  and  more  or  less  disagreeable,  out, 
provided  the  labourers  were  free  to  choose 
whichever  they  preferred,  it  would  happen 
that  the  timid  and  the  indolent  woula 
choose  the  easiest  and  the  pleasan test,  and 
the  number  of  applicants  for  this  would 
reduce  the  wages  to  a  low  sbale;  whife 
the  boldest  and  tne  most  reckless  would 
choose  the  dangerous  and  tne  difficult,  not 
for  the  danger  and  the  difficulties^  but 
for  the  high  rewards  attached  to  their  per- 
formance ;  for  the  very  destructiveness  ot* 
their  nature  would  narrow  the  circle  of 
competitors,  and  the  wages  would  accord- 
ingly be  high.  It  was  thus  in  the  instance 
of  the  steel-grindel'S,  tq  whicti  the  hon. 
Member  had  adverted.  Tbere  were  many 
of  these  employed  at  Shcttield  (the  town 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent),  and  he 
believed  that  the  wages  of  this  class  of 
artizans  was  so  high,  as  that  with  three  or 
four  days'  labour  io  the  week,  as  much 
might  be  earned  as  at  any  of  the  less  de- 
structive occupations  in  six.  &ut  this 
made  all  the  difference.  Let  the  sugar- 
cultivators  of  the  colonies  be  as  free  to 
choose  their  occupations  as  the  steel - 
grinders  of  Sheffield^  aqd  there  would  be 
no  just  ground  of  complaint:  high  wages 
would  follow  dangerous  and  difHcuit  em- 
ployments, and  low  wages,  safe  and  easy 
trades.  The  source  of  discontent  was, 
that  the  negroes  were  compelled  to  labour 
excessively,  by  coercion  and  terror  of  the 
whip,  and  were  badly  fed  and  badly  clothed, 
though  they  laboured  in  crop-time  eighteen 
hours  out  of  the  twenty-four :  while  the 
grinders  of  Sheffield  were  not  compelled 
to  labour,  and,  with  eight  hours'  work  per 
day  throughout  the  whole  week,  could 
secure  their  being  well  fed,  well  clothed, 
and  have  some  sur))lus  left  for  enjoyment 
besides.  The  army,  it  was  well  known, 
was,  in  war  time  especially,  a  service 
abundantly  destruc  tive  of  human  life ;  the 
navy  still  more  so,  for,  in  addition  to  the 
risks  of  battle,  the  risks  of  shipwreck  must 
be  incurred.  Certain  stations  of  service 
in  both  were  alsri  more  dangerous  than 
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others^  from  climate  and  other  causes. 
But  these  were  often  preferred  to  more 
healthy  and  more  pacific  spots ;  because, 
in  these  the  chances  of  gain,  honour,  pro- 
motion, and  prize-money,  were  increased ; 
and  he  (Mr.  Buckingham)  had  himself 
heard  drunk  as  a  toast,  in  the  gun-room 
mess  of  a  man-of-war  in  the  West  Indies, 
"  a  destructive  war  and  a  sickly  season ;" 
the  proposer  justifying  his  wish,  by  the 
observation,  that  promotion  was  the  desire 
of  all,  that  this  could  not  be  quickened 
without  vacancies,  and  the  consolation  of 
all  was,  that  when  these  vacancies  were 
occasioned  by  the  two  causes  named,  all 
parties  were  satisfied,  as  those  who  lived 
obtained  speedy  promotion,  and  those 
who  died  did  not  require  any.  Where 
perfect  freedom  of  choice  was  allowed, 
every  man  would  suit  his  own  disposition 
or  his  own  taste  in  the  selection  of  the 
labour  or  the  service  in  which  he  proposed 
to  engage:  and  when  the  slaves  in  the 
colonies  should  be  allowed  that  freedom  of 
choice,  he  thought  all  complaints  as  to  the 
destructiveness  of  any  branch  of  labour 
would  be  at  an  end.  The  last  speaker, 
whose  arguments  he  felt  called  upon  to 
notice,  was  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the 
member  for  Tamworth  (Sir  R.  Peel),  and 
he  thought  it  the  more  necessary  to  do 
this,  from  the  powerful  impression  they 
had  made  in  the  House  at  the  time  of 
their  deliveiy  on  the  last  night  of  the  de- 
bate. Knowing  as  he  did  the  great  im- 
portance attached  to  the  opinions  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  as  the  acknowledged 
and  distinguished  leader  of  a  political 
section  or  party  in  the  State — aware  as  he 
was  of  the  talent  and  skill  with  which  his 
views  were  always  developed  and  enforced 
**and  witnessing  as  he  had  done  the  im- 
pression made  by  him  upon  the  House, 
and,  through  it,  no  doubt,  upon  a  large 

Eortion  of  the  country,  he  (Mr.  Bucking- 
am)  thought  it  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  notice  those  portions  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet's  speech  which  enumerated  his 
objections  to  immediate  Emancipation. 
The  first  of  these  was,  the  observation 
that,  in  addition  to  tha  moral  causes  which 
were  in  operation  in  the  West  Indies,  there 
were  physical  causes  equally  ()owerful,  to 
prevent  the  due  amalgamation  of  the 
European  and  African,  races,  and  these 
causes  being  permanent  in  their  nature, 
could  not  be  overcome  by  any  legislation. 
Now,  in  answer  to  this,  he  (Mr.  Bucking- 
ham) would  observe,  that  the  only  reason 


why  the  African  race  was  looked  upon  with 
such  feelings  of  contempt  for  its  inferiority 
by  the  European  race,  both  in  the  West 
Indies  and  in  America,  was  the  constant 
association  of  the  condition  of  slavery  with 
the  sight  of  men  of  colour ;  and  the  actual 
inferiority  of  their  condition  led  to  the 
constant  assumption  of  their  inferiority  of 
blood  or  nature.  But  the  testimony  of  all 
history,  whether  ancient  or  modem,  and 
the  evidence  of  all  experience,  went  to 
show,  that  in  countries  where  no  such  idea 
of  slavery  was  associated  with  darkness  of 
colour,  these  physical  causes  were  not  at 
all  in  operation,  and  consequently  these 
obstacles  to  amalgamation  did  not  exist. 
Were  it  not  likely  to  be  thought  pedantic, 
he  might  cite  particular  instances  in  proof 
of  this;  but  he  would  content  himself 
with  saying  generally — that  in  Egypt,  and 
throughout  Turkey  and  Persia,  as  well  as 
in  India,  persons  of  African  origin  mingled 
freely  with  persons  of  European  and  Asiatic 
nativity:*  and  that  many  of  the  civil  and 
military  ofiicers  of  rank  in  the  State  were 
held  by  absolute  negroes  of  pure  African 
birth,  without  the  slightest  objection  being 
taken  to  their  fitness,  on  account  of  their 
complexion  or  blood :  and  after  the  lapse 
of  a  short  time  subsequent  to  the  eman« 
cipation  of  slaves  in  our  colonies,  be 
doubted  not  but  that  the  existing  preju- 
dices in  America  and  the  West  Indies, 
would  all  disappear.  It  was  said,  also,  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  the  love  of 


*  The  reference  here  was  to  the  alliance  of 
Solomon  with  one  of  the  daughters  of  Pharaoh, 
whose  language  in  the  Canticles  is  expressive 
of  her  colour  and  her  race.  "  I  am  black,  but 
comely,  O  ye  daughters  of  Jerusalem,  as  the 
tents  of  Kedar,  as  the  curtains  of  Solomon.*' 
The  testimony  of  Herodotus  is  decisive  as  to 
the  colour  of  the  old  Egyptians.  In  describe 
ing  a  colony  at  Colchis,  he  expresses  his  belief 
that  they  were  of  Egyptian  origin,  because, 
like  the  Egyptians,  they  had  thick  lips,  black 
complexions,  and  crisped  hair-— an  exact  de- 
scription of  the  negroes  of  the  present  day. 
The  history  of  Sheba,  the  queen  of  Abyssinia 
—of  Cleopatra,  the  queen  of  £^rpt-^as  well  as 
of  the  Carthaginians,  Nuroidians,  and  other 
African  nations,  prove  incontestibly  the  power 
of  their  easy  amalgamation  with  the  other 
races  of  mankind ;  while  the  varied  shades  of 
complexion  in  India,  and  the  intermarriages 
from  which  they  spring,  must  convince  every 
reflecting  person,  that  the  difference  in  condi- 
tioo,  rather  than  in  the  colour  of  these  races,  is 
the  cause  of  the  feeling  or  pr^ndice  aUudcd 
to,  wherever  it  exists. — Note  6y  Hr.  Biidi:- 
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repose,  arising  from  the  warmth  of  the 
climate,  and  the  abundance  of  food,  ^hicb 
could  be  procured  with  great  ease  by  very 
little  labour,  would  indispose  the  negroes 
to  work ;  and  that  we  should,  therefore, 
lose  the  benefit  of  their  labour.  Now, 
suppose  the  fact  were  so  (though  the 
evidence  he  had  already  cited,  proved 
quite  the  reverse)  surely  we  had  no  right 
to  interfere  for  the  purpose  of  making  them 
labour  beyond  that  limit  of  necessity  for 
the  supply  of  their  own  wants.  The  only 
legitimate  object  of  Government  was  the 
happiness  of  the  people : — suppose,  then, 
a  whole  nation,  or  any  number  of  indivi- 
duals in  it,  were  so  fortunately  circum- 
stanced by  locality,  or  by  any  other  cause, 
as  to  be  enabled  to  procure,  with  very  little 
labour,  or  with  hone  at  all,  a  full  supply 
of  all  their  physical  wants — should  we  be 
justified  in  compelling  them  to  labour 
over  and  above  the  amount  necessary  for 
this  purpose  ?  He  must  say,  that  he  should 
regard  this  as  a  tyranny  of  the  most  un- 
justifiable kind.  Why,  how  many  persons 
were  there  in  England,  who  were  able, 
without  labour^  to  procure  all  they  de- 
sired, from  having  other  sources  of  income, 
which  rendered  labour  on  their  parts  un- 
necessary :  and  would  it  be  borne  that 
such  persons  should  be  forced  to  labour 
for  their  subsistence,  when  they  could  ob- 
tain all  they  needed  without  such  occupa- 
tion? The  State  was,  undoubtedly,  bound 
to  see,  that  idlers  were  not  pensioned  on 
tlte  public  purse,  and  that  paupers  were 
not  maintained  by  the  nation,  when  they 
did  nothing  to  support  themselves :  but 
beyond  this,  the  State  had  no  right  to  in- 
terfere; and  if  skilful  persons  in  this 
country,  could,  by  one  day's  labour, 
acquire  the.  means  of  subsistence  for  a 
month,  or  an  easily  contented  negro  in  the 
West  Indies  could,  by  one  day's  labour, 
obtain  food  enough  for  himself  and  children 
for  all  the  rest  of  the  week— why  should 
we  compel  either  of  these  happy  and  for- 
tunate parties  to  labour  more  than  would 
suit  their  own  pleasure,  after  the  purpose 
of  their  own  subsistence,  independently  of 
any  public  aid,  should  be  secured  ?  But, 
what  was  the  real  fact?  Why,  invariably 
this :  that  in  both  cases,  the  desire  of  g^in 
was  so  much  more  powerful  than  the  love 
of  repose,  that  neither  party  stopped  short 
in  their  exertions  when  their  necessities 
were  satisfied,  but  all  pursued  the  same 
career  of  accumulation,  adding  as  much 
possible  to  that  which  they  already  pos- 
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sessed;  love  of  accumulation  generally 
becoming  more  and  more  intense  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  the  property  pos* 
sessed.  As  a  proof,  however,  of  the  great 
activity  of  which  the  negroes  were  capable, 
and  of  the  powerful  influence  of  rewards 
to  stimulate  and  quicken  their  exertions, 
he  would  mention  a  single  fact  which  fell 
within  his  own  observation.  Some  years 
ago,  being  stationed  on  board  a  ship  in  the 
Chesapeake,  an  occasion  arose  in  which 
it  became  necessary  for  the  despatch  of 
outfit,  to  employ  a  gang  of  riggers  from 
the  port  in  which  the  ship  lay.  On  in- 
quiry, it  was  ascertained  that  there  was 
a  negro  gang  of  this  description  at 
Norfolk,  who  were  all  slaves,  belonging  to 
a  Virginian  proprietor,  to  whom  they  paid 
half  the  amount  of  their  earnings,  as  his 
profit  or  interest  of  the  capital  sunk  in 
their  purchase,  and  lived  upon  the  re- 
mainder. Their  average  earnings,  when 
employed  in  time-work,  was  about  a 
Spanish  dollar  each,  per  day.  The 
foreman  of  the  gang  was  sent  for,  and  the 
quantity  of  labour  to  be  done  was  pointed 
out:  it  was  then  asked,  in  what  period 
of  time,  the  gang,  about  twenty- five  in 
number,  would  be  able  to  accomplish  the 
work,  and  it  was  said,  in  about  a  week, 
which  all  parties  agreed  in  thinking  to  be 
a  reasonable  period:  it  was  observed, 
however,  that  if  the  job  should  be  given  as 
a  task,' and  the  same  amount  of  remunera- 
tion paid,  in  whatever  time  it  might  be 
accomplished,  it  could  probably  be  finish- 
ed sooner.  This  was  assented  to,  as 
despatch  was  a  most  important  object; 
and  the  consequence  was,  that  by  great 
exertions,  working  by  spells,  day  and 
night,  the  good  week's  labour  was  com- 
pleted in  three  days  and  a-half,  and  all 
parties  were  abundantly  satisfied.  The 
negroes  made  each  nearly  two  dollars  a- 
day ;  and  paying  one  to  their  master,  had 
still  ample  wages  for  themselves :  but  had 
thev  not  been  allowed  to  receive  these 
wages,  or  had  they  been  stimulated  only 
by  the  whip,  they  would  not  have  accom- 
plished in  a  fortnight,  what  they  here  ex- 
ecuted, in  the  best  as  well  as  most  expe- 
ditious manner,  in  the  short  period  of  less 
than  four  days.  This  fact  was  a  striking 
illustration  of  the  truth  of  the  sentiment 
expressed  by  Burke;  and,  as  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  quoted  the  language  of 
that  celebrated  statesman  to  show  the  dif- 
ficulties of  immediate  emancipation,  it 
would  be  perfectly  fair  to  quote  the 
R 


483      Ministerial  Plan  for  the      {COMMONS}         Abolition  of  Slavery.        484 


same  authority  in  favour  of  the  supe- 
riority of  free  industry  over  slave  la- 
bour. In  his  **  Treatise  on  European 
Settlements/'  Burke  expressly  said,  "  I 
am  the  more  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
those  indulgences,  as  slaves  certainly  can- 
not go  through  so  much  work  as  free  men. 
The  mind  goes  a  great  way  in  every 
thing;  and  wlien  a  man  knows  that  his 
labour  is  for  himself,  and  that  the  more  he 
labours  the  more  he  is  to  acquire,  this  con- 
sciousness carries  him  through,  and  sup- 
ports him  beneath  fatigues  under  which  he 
would  otherwise  have  sunk."  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  dwelt  with  great  force 
on  the  position,  that  if  we  emancipated 
the  slaves,  the  sugar  cultivation  in  our 
own  colonies  would  cease ;  in  which  case, 
we  should  be  driven  to  the  necessitv  of 
adopting  either  the  one  or  the  other  of 
these  alternatives ;  namely,  that  we  must 
do  without  sugar  altogether,  to  which  he 
thought  the  people  of  England  would  not 
consent;  or  we  must  obtain  it  from 
foreign  colonies,  and  thereby  increase  the 
labours  of  the  slaves  in  these,  and  give 
new  activity  to  the  slave-trade  by  which 
these  colonies  would  be  still  supplied. 
It  was  impossible  that  a  person  of  such 
extensive  information  on  all  topics  of 
public  interest  as  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet could  be  ignorant  of  the  fact  that 
sugar  was  a  production  of  the  East  Indies 
as  well  as  of  the  West;  but  it  was  very 
remarkable  that  he  should  not  advert  to 
that  fact.  It  became,  then,  the  more  neccs. 
sary,  that  he(Mr.  Buckingham)  should  offer 
evidence  to  prove,  not  only  that  this  article 
could  be  had  in  any  quantity  required, 
from  our  possessions  in  the  East,  but  that 
it  could  be  had  much  cheaper  than 
from  the  West,  The  proof  was  this  — 
'  In  the  work  on  East- India  sugar,  from 

*  which  this  is  taken,  extracts  are  given 
'  from  a  letter  addressed  to  the  hon.  the 
'  Court  of  Directors,  by  W.  Fitzmaurice, 

*  Esq.  dated  Calcutta,  Feb.  6, 1793.    This 

*  gentleman,  having  lived  in  Jamaica  six- 
'  teen  years,  during  which  he  had  been 

*  employed  in  the  cultivation  and  manage- 
'  ment  of  sugar  estates  on  both  sides  of 
'  the  island,  must  be  regarded  as  thorough- 
'  ly  competent  to  form  a  decisive  opinion 

*  respecting  the  comparative  advantages 
'  of  the  two  countries;  and  he  expresses 
'  that  opinion  in  the  following,  terms  . — 
'  "  From  the  luxuriant  fertility  of  the  coun- 
'  try,  I  think  it  is  amply  competent  to  the 
'  supply  of  all  Europe  with  sugars ;  and 


^  that  even  the  West-Indian  planters  tbem- 
'  selves  might  import  them  from  thence  on 
'  much  easier  terms  than  they  can  afford 
*  to  sell  sugars  in  the  curing-houses  upon 
'  the  plantations.     The  cultivation  of  the 
'  cane  will  employ  thousands  of  poor  peo- 
'  pie  that  arc  to  be  seen  in  all  parts  of  this 
'  country  in  real  want;  and  inasmuch  as 
'  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar-cane  destroys 
'  annually,   in    the   West,   thousands  of 
'  men,  women,  and  children,  by  incessant 
'  toil,  it  will  save  the  lives  of  thousands  in 
'  the  East,  by  giving  them  employment  and 
•sustenance*"'     Again,  Bryan  Edwards, 
the  well  known  author  of  the   History  of 
the  West-Indies,  and  the  apologist  for  the 
slave-system,  admitted  that  the  price  of 
growing  sugar  in  Jamaica  was   I8t.  9d, 
per  cwt.,  which,  compared  with  the  price 
of  growing  sugar  in  Java,  was  just  125  per 
cent  dearer  than  the  same  article  might  be 
grown  for  in  the  East.     He  conceived, 
therefore,  that  if  the  whole  of  the  West* 
India    islands    were    to    be    submerged 
beneath  the  sea  and  utterly  annihilated, 
we  need  not  resort  to  slave  colonies  for 
our  supplies,  for  that  our  own  possessions 
in  the  East  were  capable  of  furnishing  an 
adequate  supply  of  sugar,  not  merely  for 
the  consumption  of  Great  Britain,  but  for 
all  Europe  if  required.     He  had  now,  he 
hoped,  disposed  of  all  the  most  important 
objections  raised  by  the  several  speakers 
who  had  preceded  him,  against  immediate 
emancipation,  and  shown  that  this  was  not 
only  just,  but  practicable  and  safe.     In- 
deed, he  concurred  with  the  hon.   and 
gallant  Admiral  opposite  (Admiral  Flem- 
ing), that  the  greatest  danger  lay  in  pro- 
crastination  or  delay.    The  decree  had 
gone  forth,  that  slavery  was  to  be  abolish- 
ed; the  slaves,  therefore,  would  not  be 
content  to  wait  long  before  their  bonds 
should  be  broken,  even  if  we  were  dis- 
posed to  do  so  :  and  unless  we  followed 
up  our  declaration,  by  giving  them  actual 
freedom  at  the  earliest  possible   period, 
they  would  do  the  work  for  themselves,  and 
leave  us  to  repentance   when  It  was  too 
late.     In  conclusion,  therefore,  he  would 
conjure  the  House  not  to  accede  to  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  member  for  Middlesex 
(Mr.  Hume),  who  wished  for  delay;  nor 
to  be  moved  by  the  arguments  of  the  right 
hon.  member  for  Tarn  worth  (Sir  Robert 
Peel),  which  he  had  shown  to  be  groitml- 
less;  nor  to  yield  to  the  demand  of  the 
Government  for  twelve  years  of   fnrther 
bondage — but,   for  the  sake  of  religion, 
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of  jastioey  of  humanity,  and  of  sound 
policy,  to  concur  with  him  in  the  Amend- 
ment he  should  now  move,  to  follow  imme- 
diately after  the  first  which  had  already 
been  possed  by  a  unanimous  vote.  It 
was  this: — ^'Tbat  as  the  only  delay  re- 
quired for  the  safe  and  satisfactory  com- 
mencement of  this  great  act  of  national 
justice,  will  be  such  a  period  of  time  as 
may  admit  the  due  preparation  of  mea- 
sures for  the  preservation  of  order  and 
peace,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee 
that,  at  the  termination  of  one  year,  from 
the  date  on  which  the  first  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment fbr  the  entire  Abolition  of  Colonial 
Slavery  may  receive  the  Royal  Assent, 
every  slave  in  the  British  dominions 
should  be  declared  free,  and  become  en- 
titled to  the  legal  protection  of  person  and 
property  as  an  emancipated  British  sub- 
}ect«  wtmout  the  eiaction  of  any  payment, 
either  in  bbour  or  money,  as  the  price  of 
such  restoration  to  the  enjoyment  of 
natural  rights/' 

Dr.  LuihmQion  said,  that  the  deep  in- 
terest which  he  had  felt  in  this  question, 
during  the  number  of  years  which  he  had 
advocated  it,  and  its  vast  importance  to  a 
great  number  of  our  fellow-creatures, 
rendered  it  necessary,  that  he  should  make 
a  few  observations  upon  it.  In  all  the 
speeches  he  had  hitherto  made,  however, 
he  had  endeavoured  to  recommend  mea- 
sures of  conciliation ;  and  if  he  departed 
from  that  course  now,  the  fault  must  not 
be  attributed  to  him,  but  to  the  hon. 
member  for  Middlesex,  whose  speech  that 
night  had  certainly  surprised  him.  In 
what  he  (Dr.  Lushington)  had  to  state,  he 
grieved  to  say,  that  he  had  not  to  answer 
any  avowed  colonial  agent ;  not  one  of 
whom,  he  would  venture  to  say,  but  would 
be  ashamed  to  give  utterance  to  the 
opinions  of  the  hon.  member  for  Middle- 
sex, who  had  during  the  whole  of  his 
political  life  advocated  the  rights  of  the 
slave,  and  the  removal  of  his  chains.  That 
hon.  Member,  throughout  the  whole  of  his 
life,  had,  of  all  men,  professed  himself  to 
be  the  friend  of  the  negro — he,  of  all  men> 
had  professed  himself  desirous  to  break 
the  negro's  chains.  What,  however,  was 
his  conduct  on  every  question  in  which  it 
was  iovolved  ?  In  theory,  an  aboli- 
tionist ;  in  practice,  whether  it  was  an 
Order  in  Council  to  be  discussed,  an  act 
of  cruelty  to  be  ])erpctrated,  any  little 
benefit  to  be  conferred  upon  the  colonies, 
any  Committee  to  tie  appointed  for  the 


purpose  of  delaying  the  moment  of 
emancipation,  or  any  Bill  to  be  brought 
forward  in  Parliament— on  each  and  ail 
of  these  occasions,  he  repeated,  that  whilst 
in  theory  he  was  a  professed  abolitionist, 
the  whole  course  of  his  parliamentary  life 
gave  the  lie  direct  to  his  assertions  and 
professions.  He  knew,  that  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Middlesex  gained  the  support  of 
several  influential  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  solely  by  his  general  pro- 
fessions on  this  subject;  and  he  would 
forfeit  his  existence,  that  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  declared  the  specific  course  which 
he  intended  to  pursue,  he  would  have 
found  them  amongst  the  most  determined 
enemies  to  bis  election.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  confined  himself  to  general  pro- 
fessions against  slavery,  but  now— in  a 
speech  of  two  hours  and  three-quarters,  (a 
speech  not  certainly  arranged  in  the  most 
lucid  order)-^he  combated  the  opinions  he 
had  before  avowed.  He  did  not  wish  to 
detain  the  House,  but  there  were  two  or 
three  points  of  the  hon.  Member^s  speech 
which  he  wished  to  reply  to.  The  graat 
question  was,  whether  the  slaves  were  in  a 
state  to  receive  their  freedom,  with  ad- 
vantage to  themselves;  and  the  hon. 
member  for  Middlesex,  in  order  to  show 
that  such  was  not  the  case,  referred  to 
Trinidad,  and,  with  a  fortitude  amounting 
to  magnanimity,  entered  the  lists  with  and 
ventured  to  contradict  the  gallant  Admiral 
(Fleming)  near  him.  He  (Dr.  Lushing- 
ton) was  in  a  condition  to  cope  with  the 
hon.  member  for  Middlesex,  and  prove  the 
contrary  of  all  his  conclusions.  What 
evidence  did  that  hon.  Member  quote? 
Not  the  evidence  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, but  statements  made  by  the  plantere 
of  Trinidad,  and  upon  those  statements 
ventured  to  assert,  doubtless  from  his 
great  West-India  experience,  that  the 
evidence  before  the  House  of  Assembly 
was  falsified.  The  hon.  member  for 
Middlesex  had  quoted  that  evidence,  but 
he  had  quoted  it  partially — he  had  read 
only  as  much  as  suited  his  own  purpose. 
He  (Dr.  Lushington)  would  read  those 
other  parts  which  had  been  kept  back  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Middlesex.  The  hon. 
Member  then  proceeded  to  read  extracts 
of  the  evidence  in  question,  with  a  view 
to  show,  that  free  labour  could  be  rendered 
more  effective  in  producing  sugar  than 
the  labour  of  slaves.  It  was  certainly 
asserted,  and  asserted  truly,  that  no  free 
laliourer  would  be  found  willing  to  work 
R2 
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eighteen  hours  out  of  twenty- four.  But, 
good  God!  what  man  could  expect 
another  to  labour  for  such  a  period? 
But  the  writer  of  that  opinion  went  on  to 
add,  that  by  labouring  from  sun-rise  to 
sun-set,  the  cultivation  of  sugar  might  be 
carried  on  profitably.  His  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  (Admiral  Fleming)  had 
stated,  that  in  every  case  where  slaves 
were  emancipated,  they  were  found  to  in- 
crease in  numbers,  and  also  to  produce  a 
greater  quantity  of  sugar.  A  Mr.  Adams, 
who  had  been  called  on  the  part  of  the 
planters  to  contradict,  if  he  could,  the 
statements  of  Admiral  Fleming,  when 
questioned,  said:  *'I  know,  that  Admiral 
Fleming  has  studied  this  question  deeply, 
and  has  taken  great  pains  to  make  him- 
self acquainted  with  it ;  and  if  anything 
which  I  say  should  have  the  appearance 
of  contradicting  his  testimony,  1  beg  to 
say  that  his  statements  are  entitled  to 
more  credit  than  mine."  The  evidence  of 
Admiral  Fleming  was  corroborated  by 
that  of  other  gentlemen :  and  yet  they 
were  to  be  supposed  to  be  in  such  a  state 
of  ignorance  upon  the  subject,  that  they 
yrere  going  to  have  a  new  Committee, 
forsooth !  they  knew  nothing  of  the  state 
of  the  Caraccas ;  and  they  could  not  pro- 
ceed without  further  evidence,  further  data, 
on  which  to  found  an  opinion  upon  the 
subject.  Could  there  be  a  stronger  proof 
— a  more  perfect  example — of  a  cursory 
perusal  of  evidence,  than  that  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  given  to  the  House 
upon  this  occasion  ?  With  regard  to  the 
first  witness,  to  whom  the  hon.  Gentleman 
referred,  as  contradicting  the  fact  of  the 
growth  of  sugar  in  the  Caraccas,  it  was 
only  necessary  to  say,  that  he  had  not 
been  in  the  Caraccas  since  1813.  The 
next  gentleman  had  not  been  in  the 
colonies  since  1783.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
had  consumed  a  great  deal  of  valuable 
time,  which 'would  have  been  much  better 
expended  upon  these  proofs,  had  he  only 
taken  the  trouble  to  refer  to  the  beginning 
of  the  evidence,  instead  of  looking,  as  he 
probably  did,  only  to  that  part  of  it  to 
which  his  colonial  friends  entreated  him 
to  direct  his  attention.  On  these  points 
the  hon.  Member's  arguments  were  totally 
unsupported  and  inefHcient.  With  re- 
spect to  the  labour  of  emancipated  slaves 
iu  Trinidad  and  Caraccas,  the  House 
must  feel  perfectly  satisfied,  that  these 
labourers  had  conducted  themselves  with 
ability  and  industry.     The  hon»  Gentle- 


man had  taken  very  considerable  pains 
to  calculate  the  expense  which  they  were 
of  to  the  country ;  but  he  forgot  to  tell 
the  House  this  important  fact — that»  from 
the  period  of  their  emancipation,  tbey 
had  ceased  to  cost  us  one  farthing — he 
forgot  to  tell  us  that,  from  the  moment 
when  their  degrading  chains  were  struck 
off,  from  the  moment  when  they  were 
made  free  men,  and  permitted  to  exercise 
those  faculties  which  Providence  had 
bestowed  nipon  them,  they  had  main- 
tained themselves,  by  their  own  unassisted 
industry,  independent.  Did  not  the  hon. 
Member  know,  that  many  instances  of 
the  emancipation  of  slaves,  to  a  certain 
extent,  had  taken  place  in  the  different 
colonies? — and  he  called  upon  the  hon. 
Member  to  show  him  a  single  instance  in 
which  emancipation,  attempted  on  a  just» 
wise,  and  deliberate  priuciple,  had  failed. 
He  spoke  not  of  emancipation  by  the 
bloody  revolution  of  St.  Domingo — not  of 
emancipation  commenced  at  a  time  when 
the  principles  of  revolutionary  France 
were  spread  over  that  ill-fated  colony — 
not  of  emancipation  attempted  under  such 
auspices,  and  promoted  by  such  means. 
Emancipation  had  never  failed  when  the 
experiment  had  been  properly  conducted. 
Be  that,  however,  as  it  mighty  the  ex- 
periment must  be  tried.  If  there  were  an 
mstance  in  which  the  experiment  had 
failed,  he  could  mention  to  the  House 
instances  where  the  attempt  had  been 
most  successful ;  and  not  in  cases  where 
a  deliberate  plan  had  been  laid  down,  and 
acted  upon,  but  instances  in  which  the 
object  had  been  effected  by  mere  accident. 
About  three  years  ago,  an  American 
vessel  was  wrecked  on  the  Bahamas,  con- 
veying a  number  of  slaves  from  Venezuela 
to  Carolina;  they  were  set  on  shore  with- 
out friends  and  without  assistance  of  any 
kind  ;  these  slaves  had  contrived  to  exist 
from  the  time  they  were  wrecked  to  the  pre- 
sent hour,  and  the  last  account  he  had  heard 
from  the  Governor  was,  that  they  were 
improving  in  civilization,  and  maintaining 
themselves  without  any  assistance.  Could 
he  ask  for  a  stronger  instance  than  this  ? 
Butwhenhon.Gentlementalkedofthedifli- 
culty  of  governing  a  black  population,  he 
would  ask,  had  any  man  ever  thought  of  the 
case  of  Sierra  Leone  ?  There  was  abund- 
ant proof  of  the  good  conduct  and  the 
industry  of  the  slaves.  ^  At  Sierra  Leone, 
where  there  were  many  thousand  negroes, 
when  had  any  man  ever  heard  of  an 
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insurrection  or  disturbance  amongst  them? 
In  the  year  1797,  several  Maroons  were 
landed  in  that  colony,  and  the  year  before 
last  two  of  them  landed  in  this  country, 
having  realised  a  handsome  competency. 
It  was  well  known,  that  many  of  the 
slaves  in  the  West- Indies  were  possessed 
of  mahogany  sideboards  and  glass  de- 
canters. If  then  the  negro  had  sufficient 
energy  to  devote  the  short  time  which  he 
had  at  his  own  command  to  such  labours 
as  enabled  him  to  obtain  luxuries,  could 
any  roan  say  why  he,  who  could  thus  em- 
ploy himself,  after  the  fatigues  of  the  day, 
for  the  purpose  of  indulging  artificial 
wants,  should  not  be  at  least  equally  in- 
dustrious when  he  had  to  depend  upon  his 
industry  for  his  subsistence  and  support  ? 
Hie  fact  was,  that  the  system  had  been 
suffered  to  continue  centuries  too  long: 
and  we  had  now  a  deep  debt  to  pay  off. 
The  more  widely  we  departed  from  right 
and  justice,  the  more  difficult  it  was  to 
retrace  our  steps.  He  admitted  the  diffi- 
culty' in  which  we  were  placed ;  but  what 
was  to  be  done  ?  Were  we  to  continue 
in  the  same  path  of  iniquity  ?  Certainly 
not:  or  if  we  continued  the  same  sys- 
ietn,  as  surely  as  effect  followed  cause,  so 
surely  would  the  consequences  be  de- 
structive to  the  State.  Although  there 
was  danger  in  emancipation,  the  danger 
of  the  contrary  system — of  exciting  the 
hopes  of  slaves,  of  holding  out  to  them 
the  expectation  of  emancipation,  and  then 
voting  for  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  the  month  of  June :  the 
danger  of  such  a  course  as  thi)  was 
infinitely  greater.  Let  it  go  out  to  the 
island  of  Jamaica,  or  to  the  settlement  of 
Demerara,  that  the  great  advocate  for 
freedom,  the  member  for  Middlesex,  did, 
in  the  exuberance  of  his  zeal,  in  the 
month  of  June,  offer  the  slaves  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Lords  and  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  for  their 
satisfaction  and  comfort,  and  to  induce 
them  to  be  quiet  and  peaceable  for  two 
years  to  come ;  and  what  feeling  would 
l>e  produced  ?  There  never  were  charges 
more  destitute  of  foundation  than  the 
charge  made  against  Government  by  the 
hoQ.  member  for  Middlesex,  as  to  a  breach 
of  their  pledges  by  not  appointing  a  Com- 
mittee. He  did  not  suppose,  that  any 
person  professing  to  be  at  all  acquainted 
^ith  the  subject,  could  be  ignorant,  that 
his  Majesty's  Government  had  offered  to 

the  West^Iudia  body  a  renewal  of  the 


I  Committee  if  they  were  desirous  of  it. 
[Mr.  Ilutne  observed,  that  this  was  on 
condition  that  the  Bill  should  go  on  at 
the  same  time].  If,  after  the  circum- 
stances which  had  occurred,  after  the 
excitement  and  agitation  on  the  subject, 
both  in  this  country  and  in  the  colonies, 
his  Maje8ty*8  Government  had  not  taken 
upon  themselves  the  settlement  of  theques- 
tion,  they  would  have  incurred  a  heavier 
responsibility  than  ever  attached  to  any  Go* 
vernment.  The  hon.  member  for  Middle- 
sex said :  *'  What  matter  for  the  200,000 
lashes  inflicted  at  Demerara — look  at  the 
flogging  in  the  army  at  home."  So  me- 
lancholy an  argument  he  (Dr.  Lushington) 
had  never  heard.  If  barbarity  was  allowed 
to  be  perpetrated  in  one  quarter,  he  asked 
how  one  state  of  cruelty  could  by  any 
possibility  justify  another?  The  hon. 
Member  said,  that  the  statements  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, were  incorrect.  Now  he,  on  the 
contrary,  affirmed  that  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  as  remarkable  for 
its  eloquence  as  any  that  had  ever  been 
heard  within  the  walls  of  that  House,  was 
not  less  singular  for  its  accuracy  and 
fidelity  to  facts,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  find  if  he  looked  at  the  papers  ou 
the  Table,  and  turned  a  deaf  ear  for  a 
short  space  to  the  West-India  agents  by 
whom  he  seemed  to  be  influenced.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  would  find,  that  the  local 
Legislatures  had  departed  from  the  wishes 
of  the  mother  country,  not  only  with  re- 
spect to  the  flogging  of  women,  but  also 
in  the  mock  protectorate  of  slaves,  which 
they  had  instituted,  the  Government  hav* 
ing  been  obliged  to  dismiss  four  Magi- 
strates for  misconduct  in  their  office. 
When  he  urged  this  question  upon  the 
House  twenty-  six  years  ago,  all  that  was 
then  said,  wais,  "  Give  us  time  for  inquiry, 
or  hear  us  at  the  bar."  When-  he  consi- 
dered that  the  subject  had  never  since 
been  withdrawn  from  consideration — when 
he  recollected  the  many  proceedings 
which  had  been  taken  in  reference  to  it, 
and  particularly  the  inquiry  moved  for  by 
Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  and  the  number  of 
documents  that  were  before  the  House,  he 
thought  the  pretences  for  delay  could  have 
no  better  foundation  now,  than  those  which 
were  urged  twenty -six  years  ago.  He 
trusted  that  the  example  of  the  people  of 
England,  willing,  even  in  their  distress  and 
difficulty,  to  sacrifice  a  portion  of  their 

I  reaourcea  for  the  c%use  of  liberty,  and  call* 
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ingy  in  a  voice  which  no  Goveroment  would 
dare  to  resist,  for  the  extinction  of  slavery, 
would  produce  a  beneficial  effect  upon 
foreign  nations,  and  that  the  result  of 
their  combined  efforts  would  be  the  vindi- 
cation of  the  rights  of  humanity,  the  pro- 
motion of  commerce,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  eternal  liberty  over  the  whole 
earth. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  that  although  he 
thought  that  the  House  was  in  want  of 
information,  and  believed  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  rashly  undertaken  the  mea- 
sure which  they  had  brought  forward; 
yet,  now  that  the  storm  was  raised,  he 
doubted  the  wisdom  of  adopting  the  pro- 
position of  the  hon.  member  for  Middlesex. 
He  considered  the  question  of  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  negroes  to  be  settled.  The 
course  which  Government  had  pursued 
put  it  beyond  the  power  of  any  party,  be 
they  planters  in  the  West  Indies  or  mer- 
chants in  England,  to  prevent  emancipa» 
tion.  Opposition  to  that  measure  could 
attain  no  practical  end,  and  would  only 
render  impossible  any  favourable  result  to 
the  experiment  about  to  be  tried.  The 
complaint  which  he  had  to  make  against 
those  who  had  hitherto  advocated  the 
question  of  emancipation — for  instance, 
the  hon.  member  for  Weymouth — was, 
that  emancipation  being  now  certain,  they 
did  not  apply  themselves  to  endeavour  to 
effect  their  object  in  the  safest  manner. 
It  behoved  them  to  pause  in  their  career : 
the  change  they  proposed  to  effect  was 
one  of  gigantic  character — extending  to 
all  the  g^eat  commercial  and  shipping 
interests  of  the  country ;  and  they  could 
not  too  carefully  guard  themselves  against 
being  led  away  by  praiseworthy  feelings 
into  precipitate  legislation.  The  country, 
in  its  natural  and  humane  anxiety,  to  get 
rid  of  the  ills  of  slavery,  was  little  aware 
of  the  great  sacrifice  it  was  now  called 
upon  to  make  of  the  national  interests 
for  the  attainment  of  its  object :  but  it 
would  soon  learn  the  amount  of  that  sacri- 
fice :  ere  twelve  months  had  elapsed  from 
the  passing  of  the  present  measure,  he  was 
convinced  there  would  be  a  great  re-action 
in  the  public  mind ;  and  that  Parliament 
and  the  public  would  be  called  npon  to 
inquire  into  the  mischievous  consequences 
of  its  hasty  proceedings ;  and  to  inquire 
whether  and  how  the  colonies  might  be 
-  preserved,  or  were  worth  to  the  nation  the 
cost  of  being  retained  as  national  pro- 
perty?   The  whole  cjuestioni  after   all| 


turned  on  this  fact  or  principle-^could 
sugar  and  the  other  produce  of  the  West 
Indies  be  raised  by  other  than  negro 
labour,  and  would  the  negro  work  as  much 
and  as  well  in  a  state  of  freedom  as  in 
his  present  condition  of  slavery?  All 
were  agreed  as  to  the  first  proposition ; 
but  a  great  difference  of  opinion  prevailed 
with  respect  to  the  latter.  To  believe  the 
assertions  of  the  hon<  member  for  Wey- 
mouth and  his  party,  the  slave  was  so 
alive  to  the  blessings  of  freedom,  and  so 
eager  to  prove  his  claims  to  it,  that  he 
would  actually  labour  more  if  free  than  he 
did  at  present.  But  experience  told  a 
very  different  story.  It  showed  that  so 
few  were  the  wants  of  the  negro,  and  so 
easy  his  means  of  obtaining  food  in  the 
West- India  colonies,  that  if  set  free  he 
would  cease  to  labour  almost  altogether, 
and  pass  his  houn  basking  in  the  scorch- 
ing sunshine  of  a  luxurious  but  languid 
climate.  To  expect  that  he  would  labour 
patiently  for  the  gratification  of  wants  and 
sentiments  to  which  he  was  an 'utter 
stranger,  was  to  suppose  that  an  Act  of 
Parliament  could  reverse  the  order  of 
human  nature.  Why,  freedom  was  associ- 
ated in  his  mind  with  images  of  idleness 
and  neglect  of  labour;  and  though  he 
hoped,  and  indeed  on  the  whole  believed, 
that  blood  would  not  be  shed  by  the 
negroes  if  the  present  measure  passed  into 
a  law,  yet  he  was  convinced  that  labour 
they  would  shun  as  the  great  burthen  of 
human  existence.  Was,  therefore,  the 
House  and  the  country  aware  of  the  extent 
of  the  ill  consequence  of  such  a  neglect  of 
work  by  the  negro  population  of  the  colo- 
nies ?  Was  it  not  right  that  botli  should 
be  made  to  see  clearly  the  g^igantic  sacri- 
fice they  were  called  upon  to  make  for  the 
cause  of  humanity  ?  Were  they  so  sure 
that  the  cause  of  humanity  would  be 
essentially  promoted  by  the  present  exten- 
sive experiment  ?  The  negro  at  present 
was  joyous  and  contented ;  to  be  so  indeed 
was  part,  so  to  speak,  of  the  natural  habits 
of  the  animal.  Was  he  prepared  to  make 
a  salutary  use  of  the  privileges  of  freedom  f 
If  he  refgsed  to  work,  of  course  the  pro- 
duce of  sugar  in  the  colonies  would  be 
stopped.  Pray,  were  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  petitioners  for  the  "  total 
and  immediate  abolition  **  of  slavery  pre- 
pared to  compensate — not  the  planters, 
for  that  he  held  to  be  the  least  important 
element  of  compensating  consideration — 
but  the  great  sbippiog  and  commercial 
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property  now  embarked  in  our  colonial 
trade  or  connected  wttb  our  colonial  inter- 
ests?   Then,  a^rain,  if  they  abolished  sla- 
very, and  with  it  the  cultivation  of  sugar 
in  ibe  Went  Indies,  were  they  prepared  for 
the  consequences  of  thereby  stimulating 
the  produce  of  sugar  in  those  other  states 
in  which  slave  labour  would  still  obtain, 
and  by  that  means  stimulating  the  very 
tmde  id  slaves  ?     It  was  no  answer  to  say 
that  We  might  be  supplied  from  the  East 
Indies,  for,  besides  that  the  sugar  of  the 
East  Indies  was  much  inferior  to  that  of 
the  West    Indies,    the    cost    of   freight 
would  raise  the  price  very  considerably 
to  the  home  consumer;   indeed,  he  was 
conBdent  that  the  effect  of  the  proposed 
measure  would  be  to  double,  nay  to  treble 
the  price  of  sugar  in  the  home  market. 
Pray,  were  they  prepared  to  treble  the 
price  of  sugar  to  the  people  of  England  ? 
Was  the  country  prepared  to  pay  some 
6,000|000/.  annually  per  annum,  for  the 
pleasure  of  performing  costly  experiments 
in  humanity.     It  was  an  admitted  prin- 
ciple, that  as  prices  were  raised,  consump- 
tion was  diminished,  and  with  consumption 
the  revenue,  and  vice  versa.     If,  therefore, 
the  price  of  sugar  were  thus  double  or 
treble,  its  consumption  and  revenue  would 
be  so  much  diminished.     Was  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  prepared,  in  such 
a  fallinfc-oflf  of  the  revenue,  to  make  good 
the  6,000,000/.  a- year  deficit,  3,000,000/. 
fttlling-off  of  duty,  and  3,000,000/.  the 
tax  of  increased  price,  by  the  imposition 
of  new  taxes ;  and  yet  he  must  do  so  if 
the  scheme  of  Ministers  passed  into  a  law  ? 
Had  not  the  noble  Lord,  therefore,  better 
pause  in  time,  and,  at  least  till  he  had 
settled  the  China  and  East- India  questions, 
give  himself  something  of  a  maigin  for 
providing  a  revenue  fVom  the  produce  of 
the  West    Indies?      He    repeated,    the 
country  was  blind  to  the  enormous  price 
which    the  present  scheme  would    cost 
them ;  and  sure  be  was,  when  they  saw 
their  shipping  rotting  in  their  out-ports, 
and  our  great  colonial  commerce  almost 
destroyed,  that  they  wpuld  bitterly  lament 
their  hasty  legblation.    He  repeated,  it 
was  not  on  account  of  the  planter  that  he 
called    upon    them    to    pause — but    on 
account  of  the  other  great  interests  involved 
ia  the  prosperity  of  our  West -India  colo- 
nies.    He  had  always  regarded  the  plant- 
ers* claim  to  compensation,  though  import- 
ant, the  least  entitled  to  notice — not  tliat 
be  did  not  cordially  subscribe  to  its  fair* 


ness;  it  was  but  1,500,000/.  per  anonm, 
while  the  shipping  and  commercial  interest 
had  some  6,000,000/.  annually  embarked 
in,  and  dependent  upon,  our  colonial  pro- 
duce. The  country  was  entirely  ignorant 
of  the  amount  of  the  sacrifice  it  was  called 
upon  to  make.  He  trusted  he  might 
prove  a  false  prophet  of  the  bitter  experi- 
ence that  would  disabuse  it  of  its  pleasing 
delusion.  The  attempt  to  treat  the  pre- 
sent as  a  party  question  was,  he  thought, 
un pardonably  wicked.  He  must,  however, 
say  that  Ministers  had  erred  very  much  in 
proposing  to  apply  the  emancipation  prin* 
ciple  of  their  measure  simultaneously  and 
at  once.  It  would  have  been  much  more 
prudent  in  them  to  have  proceeded  gradu- 
ally and  by  piecemeal — to  have,  for  exam- 
ple, taken  the  colonics  by  classes,  accord- 
ing to  their  relative  fitness  for  the  experi- 
ment of  free  labour — to  have  tried  the 
experiment  in  the  first  instance,  in  Quiana 
and  Trinidad,  and  then  extended  it  by 
degrees,  and  after  profiting  by  the  experi- 
ence of  the  first  workings  of  their  machi- 
nery to  all  the  other  colonies.  It  would  be 
impossible  for  this  country  to  hope  to  con- 
tinue to  retain  her  North- American  colonies 
after  the  working  of  the  present  measure  in 
the  West- India  colonies  should  be  seen  ;  for 
the  former,  like  the  latter,  were  retained 
only  by  a  sense  of  their  own  interest,  and 
that  being  destroyed,  of  course,  so  would 
be  their  allegiance.  If  prudential  consi- 
derations,  and  the  immense  interest  at 
stake,  would  not  induce  the  House  to 
proceed  with  caution,  for  the  sake  of 
humanity,  for  the  sake  of  700,000  or 
800,000  people,  the  best  treated  slaves  in 
the  world,  they  should  consider  the  hazards 
incurred,  and  the  danger  of  riveting  their 
chains,  and  tlie  chains  of  others,  for  years, 
perhaps  for  centuries.  Unless  he  heard 
more  stringent  arguments  in  its  favour,  he 
could  not  vote  for  the  proposition  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Middlesex;  and  he 
would  be  no  party  to  force  upon  the  Go- 
vernment a  measure  of  compensation 
beyond  what  strict  justice  required. 

Mr.  Patrick  Stewart^  as  a  West  Indian, 
could  not  support  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Middlesex ;  and  with 
regard  to  that  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Shefilield,  no  person  at  all  conversant  with 
the  difiiculties  of  the  case  coeld  for  an 
instant  entertain  the  proposition.  The 
first  step  being  now  taken,  by  the  principle 
of  the  necessity  of  aliolishin^  slavery 
having  been  establislied,  be  must  as  a 
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West- Indian,  congratulate  the  House  and 
the  country  on  that,  and  only  express  a 
hope  that  it  would  be  safely  carried  into 
effect.  He  had  always  been  a  most  zealous 
friend  to  such  a  principle.  He  had  only 
waited  to  see  a  safe  and  practicable  plan 
of  emancipation  proposed,  calculated  to 
secure  the  welfare  of  the  poor  negro,  as 
well  as  the  interest  of  the  country.  He 
wished  he  had  been  permitted  to  propose 
a  suggestion  like  that  thrown  out  by  the 
right  hon.  member  for  Tamworth,  that  the 
wisest  plan  would  be  at  once  to  attach  to 
the  Resolution  something  in  the  shape  of 
compensation,  and  to  leave  the  colonial 
authorities  to  Bll  up  the  outline.  With 
regard  to  the  second  Resolution,  in  order 
to  make  the  new  arrangement  more 
simple  and  secure  for  the  children,  he 
thought  that  the  registrations  should 
include  young  and  old.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber proposed  an  Amendment  that  *'  it  is 
expedient  that  all  children  born  in  the 
West-India  colonies  after  the  Act  for  that 
purpose  shall  be  promulgated,  shall  be 
declared  free,  subject  to  temporary  restric- 
tions for  their  support  and  maintenance." 
The  hon.  Member  likewise  suggested  an 
Amendment  to  the  third  Resolution,  the 
object  of  which  was,  to  compel  all  those 
who  were  now  slaves  to  register,  and  so  to 
free  the  colonies  at  once  from  the  name  of 
slavery.  With  reference  to  the  fourth 
Resolution,  he  read  certain  Resolutions 
of  a  meeting  of  the  West- India  body, 
suggesting  a  loan  of  money  on  colonial 
security,  in  addition  to  the  sum  mentioned 
in  the  Resolution,  which  would  be  nearly 
absorbed  by  its  appropriation  to  property 
on  which  there  were  settlements.  His 
noble  friend  the  member  for  Liverpool  had 
named  10,000,000/.  He  proposed,  "  that 
the  House  should  advance,  on  colonial 
security,  a  further    sum    not  exceeding 

,  say  8,000,000/.  or  5,000,000/., 

'^  merely  for  supporting  colonial  credit/' 
Lord  Howick  said,  that  the  Committee 
were  placed  in  some  embarrassment  by 
the  various  amendments  before  it.  If  the 
question  was  put  according  to  form,  'Hhat 
the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  question,"  the  supporters  of  all 
the  four  amendments  must  vote  against 
the  Resolution  of  his  right  hon.  friend, 
which  was  not  fair.  But,  according  to 
the  forms  of  the  House,  if  the  second  and 
third  Resolutions  were  not  carried,  the 
Bill  need  not  be  altered  in  a  single  line. 
The  noble  Lord  shortly  recapitulated  his 


objections  to  the  'Resolutions.    With  re- 
spect to  the  apprenticeship  plan,  no  ne* 
cessity  for  it  now  existed.    The  original 
principle  of  the  measure  was,  that,  taking 
the  whole  value  of  the  slave  population  at 
15,000,000/.,  the  House  should  advance 
that  sum  by   loan  to  the  planters,    as 
an  equivalent  for  one-fourth  of  the  labour 
of  the  slave,  and  at  the  end  of  twelve 
years  the  principal  would  be  discharged 
by  the  labour  of  the  slave.     But  this  was 
now  altered;  the  slave  was  not  to  pay 
anything  to  the  planter,  nor  the  planter 
anything  to  the  country.  The  sum  originally 
intended  as  a  loan,  was  to  be  a  free  gift. 
If  so,  and  we  were  to  pay  for  the  liberty 
of  the  slave,    let  us  have  it  at  once, 
and  not  wait  for  twelve  years.    There  was 
another  alteration  equally   fatal  to   the 
whole  notion  of  apprenticeship.    His  right 
hon.  friend   now  proposed  to  leave  the 
filling  up  of  the  plan  to  the    Colonial 
Legislatures.     But  the  effect  of  the  ap- 
prenticeship system  depended  altogether 
upon  the  details;  and  could  he  leave 
to  the  Colonial  Legislatures  the  task  of 
regulating  the   manner  in  which    com- 
pulsory labour  should  be  exercised?     If 
that  principle  were  observed,  he  should 
object  to  no  system  of  discipline,  however 
strict,   which  might  be  enforced  by  the 
colonies.     He  only  asked  his  right  hon. 
friend  not  to  call  upon  the  House  to 
pledge  itself  to  adopt  this  part  of  the  plan 
until  it  knew  how  it  was  to  be  carried 
into  effect.     He  did  not  say:  '*Give  ap 
the  plan  of  apprenticeship,"  but  he  did 
say :  '*Do  not  ask  us  at  present  to  pledge 
ourselves  to  it."     To  two  of  his  right  hon. 
friend's    Resolutions  he   felt    an    insur- 
mountable objection.  He  was  most  anxions 
to  avoid  coming  to  a  vote  opposed  to  the 
plan  of  his  right  hon.  friend.     He   Mras 
afraid,  however,  that  it  would  come  to 
that  at  last;    but  he  hoped   that  that 
unfortunate  moment  would  be  deferred  as 
long  as  possible.     He  therefore  asked  his 
.right  hon.  friend  not  to  take  a  vote  on 
those  two  Resolutions  at  present.    He 
did  not,  as  his  right  hon.  friend  well  kaew, 
altogether  approve  either  of  the  amount  of 
the  compensation,  or  of  the  manner  of 
granting  it.     He  would  waive,   however, 
his  opposition  on  those  points,  and  would 
support  his  right  hon.  friend's  other  Re- 
solutions, if  he  were  sure  that  they  would 
effect  the  great  object  which  the  House 
had  in  view.    He  likewise  expressed  his 
hope,  that  the  hon.  member  for  Sheffield 
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would  not  press  his  Amendment.  The 
hoo.  Member  on  a  former  night  had  ac- 
ceded to  hts  suggestion,  and  he  would 
now  tell  him,  that  when  the  proper  time 
arrived  he  would  not  object  to  vote  for  the 
hon.  Member's  measure,  which  he  con- 
sidered to  be  a  measure  of  justice  to  the 
slave.  The  noble  Lord  concluded  by  ex- 
pressing a  hope,  that  when  his  right  hon. 
friend  introduced  his  Bill,  with  the  neces- 
sary details  for  the  protection  of  the 
master  and  the  slave,  he  would  see  the 
necessity  of  making  a  still  greater  change 
tiian  that  which  he  (Lord  Howick)  had 
now  proposed. 

Mr«  Secretary  Stanley  assured  the  Com- 
mittee, that  at  that  late  hour  of  the  night 
(one  o'clock)  he  would  only  trespass  upon 
its  attention  with  a  few  observations,  and 
those  not  so  much  in  the  way  of  answer 
to,  as  comment  upon,  the  different  shades 
of  opinion  which  had  been  brought  out  in 
the  course  of  the  debate  by  the  different 
Gentlemen  who  had  taken  part  in  it.  His 
reason  for  pursuing  this  course  was,  that 
though  almost  all  of  them  agreed  indifferiog 
from  the  plan  of  Government,  they  differed 
80  much  more  widely  fronts  each  other,  that 
he  did  not  despair  of  gaining  the  support 
of  many  of  those  speakers,  by  showing 
that  Government,  in  steering  between  the 
extreme  opinions  on  each  side,  had  acted 
a  wise,  and  prudeiit,  and  politic  part. 
He  could  not,  in  the  outset  of  his  remarks, 
refrain  from  expressing  his  surprise  that 
at  this  time,  after  the  Resolution  to  which 
the  House  came  the  other  night,  after  its 
Qoaniraous  vote,  in  which,  if  the  hon. 
member  for  Middlesex  had  not  joined,  he 
had  wofully  disappointed  the  hopes  and 
wishes  of  his  constituents  **  that  immediate 
and  effectual  measures  be  taken  for  the 
entire  abolition  of  slavery  throughout  the 
colonies,  under  such  provisions  for  regu- 
lating the  condition  of  the  negroes  as  may 
combine  their  welfare  with  the  interests  of 
the  proprietors/'  he  could  not,  he  said, 
refram  from  expressing  his  surprise,  that 
M  that  pomt  was  settled,  and  as  the  ques- 
tion now  was,  that  '^  it  is  expedient  that  all 
chiMren  born  after  the  passmg  of  any  Act, 
or  who  shall  be  under  the  age  of  six  years 
at  the  time  of  passing  any  Act  of  Parlia- 
i&eot  for  this  purpose  be  declared  free," 
that   the  hon.    member  for    Middlesex 
shoald  think  it  a  good  opportunity  in  the 
middle  of  June,  idller  he  had  suspended 
his  oppositwn  to  the  total  abolition  of 
•hvery,  and  after  be  bad  beard  the  dis* 


cussion  of  that  night,  in  which  it  was 
shown  that  there  was  a  mass  of  multi- 
farious business  to  be  got  through,  for 
which  there  was  scarcely  now  sufficient 
time,  he  could  not,  he  again  repeated,  refrain 
from  expressing  his  surprise  that  in  the 
very  middle  of  the  dog  days  the  hon. 
member  for  Middlesex  should  propose,  that 
a  Committee  of  that  House  should  resume 
the  consideration  of  a  question  on  which 
two  Committees — one  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  the  other  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons— ^had    been    occupied    nearly   the 
whole  of  last  year.  If  we  had  not  sufficient 
information  to  legislate  upon  this  question 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  Ses- 
sion, why  had  not  the  hon.  Member  come 
forward  and  moved  for  the  appointment 
of  another  Committee  in  February  last? 
Why  did  he  not  say  then  to  the  House, 
**  You  are  about  to  legislate  in  the  dark, 
but  the  Session  is  before  you,  and  you 
may  obtain  sufficient  information  before 
you  bring  in  your  Bill;"  instead  of  saying 
now,  when  the  Resolutions  were  brought 
in,    and    the    abolition    of   slavery  was 
carried    by    acclamation,    ^*  Pause    and 
inquire  before  you  give  practical  effect 
to  your  avowed  Resolution?"    Why  did 
the  hon.   Member  tamper  in  this  man- 
ner with  the  interests  of  the  planters-^ 
with  the  feelings  of  the  nemes — ^with 
various  kinds  of  dangers,  to  which  he  had 
declared   himself  not  insensible?    Why 
did  be  propose  a  Committee  which  his 
ingenuity  would  doubtless  employ   with 
interminable  discussions?  The  hon.  Mem- 
bersaid,that  the  House  wanted  information, 
and  that  this  Resolution  ought  i^ot  to 
pass,  because  they  had  not  investigated 
how  far  it  would  affect  the  interests  of 
private  property.    Now,  into  that  point 
he  (Mr.  Stanley)  contended  that  there 
had  been  full  investigation.    But  then  the 
hon.  member  for  Middlesex  said,  that  he 
wanted  an  inquiry  into  the  practicability 
of  establishing  free  labour  in  the  West 
Indies.    Now,  on  that  very  point  a  great 
mass  of  evidence  had  been  collected  by 
the  Committee  of  last  Session.    But  he 
would  ask  the  hon.  Member,  why,  if  he 
thought  it  impossible  to  obtain  free  labour 
in  our  colonies,  had  he  consented  to  the 
abolition  of  slavery  ?    He  would  not  say, 
that  the  investigation  already  instituted 
had  brought  the  question  of  the  practica- 
bility of  establishing   free  labour  to  a 
certainty*  for  it  must,  till  extensively  ef- 
fected, be  a  matter  of  some  doubt  mi 
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speculation ;  but  he  did  mean  to  aaaert 
that  thero  was  sufficient  evidence  now 
before  Parliament  to  enable  it  to  form  an 
opinion  on  that  subject.  They  had  on 
one  side  the  evidence  of  plantersi  who 
said,  ''  Yott  cannot  get  free  labour  in  the 
West  Indies/'  and  they  had  on  the  other 
the  evidence  of  the  missionaries — ^dien^ 
certainly^  with  warm  feelings  and  a  strong 
bias — who  told  them  that  there  was  no 
itidisposition  to  labour  on  the  part  of  the 
negroes,  and  that  tliere  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  getting  free  labour.  On  that 
evidence  the  matter  might  be  considered 
subject  to  doubt.  There  had  been^  however, 
some  experiments  as  to  its  practicability 
tried  upon  a  small  scale,  and  yet,  upon  his 
own  unsupported  assertion,  the  hon. member 
for  Middlesex  had  ventured  to  contradict 
facts  to  which  an  hon.  and  gallant  Ad- 
miral  behind  him  had  said  in  his  speech  he 
could  speak  from  his  own  knowledge — 
namely,  that  free  labour  was  employed  in 
Caraccas,  and  that  sugar  was  cultivated 
there  by  free  labour  in  great  abundance. 
The  hon.roember  for  Middlesex^  who  claim- 
ed to  be  heard  as  an  impartial  witness, 
because  he  had  no  interest  in  the  West 
Indies,  no  tie  nor  connexion  with  those 
colonies*  had  challenged  him  to  bring 
forward  facts  to  substantiate  the  existence 
of  free  labour  in  the  Caraccas.  The  hon. 
Member  had  questioned  the  evidence  of  a 
Gentleman  who  had  excellent  means  of 
information  with  regard  to  everything 
which  occurred  in  the  Caraccas,  and  to 
whose  authority  he  (Mr.  Stanley)  had 
appealed  as  deserving  the  most  implicit 
credence*  The  hon.  member  for  Middlesex 
did  not  deny  that  the  gentleman  whose 
evidence  he  had  cited  had  been  the 
protector  of  slaves  in  Venezuela — he  did 
not  deny  that  the  gentleman  had  been 
Vice*President,and  subsequently  President 
of  the  Congress  of  Venezuela — he  did  not 
deny  that  the  gentleman  in  question  from 
his  official  knowledge,  must  be  conversant 
with  all  the  details  of  slavery  in  that 
colony,  but  the  hon.  Member  found  fault 
with  him  for  having  called  him  President 
of  Venezuela*  when,  in  point  of  fact,  he 
was  only  President  of  the  Congress  of 
Venezuela.  The  hon,  member  for  Middle- 
sex had  come  down  to  the  House  with 
extracts  ready  prepared  from  letters,  but 
bad  not  ventured  to  read  those  letters  entire 
though  challenged  to  do  so.  And  who 
was  the  writer  of  these  letters  from  which 
these  extracts  were  selected  ?    He  would 


toot  mince  the  matter.  It  was  the  brother- 
in-laW  of  the  hon.  Member,  the  deputy 
from  the  island  of  Trinidad,  the  holder  of 
a  considerable  estate  there.  It  was  singular 
that  the  hon.  Member  disavowing  as  he 
did  every  tie  and  connexion  with  the  West 
Indies*—* 

Mr.  Hume :  I  beg  pardon.  I  never  said 
any  such  thing.  I  said,  that  I  had  no 
interest  in  the  West  Indies.  I  never  said 
that  I  had  no  tie  nor  connexion  with 
them. 

Mr.   Stanley:   Well,  it    was    singular 
enough  that  all  the  statements  which  the 
hon.  Member  had  made  against  the  prac- 
ticability of  free  labour — all  the  extracts 
which   he  had  read  from  letters— came 
from  the  island  of  Trinidad,  and  frdm  the 
island  of  Trinidad  only.     Now,  the  state-* 
ment    made    by  the    President    of   the 
Congress  of  Venezuela  was,  that  since  the 
introduction  of  free  labour  into  that  coun- 
try, not  only  had  free  labour  been  found 
practicable  there,  but  the  free  labourers  had 
also  been  found  working  readily  with  their 
former  slave  associates,  and  the  cultivation 
of  sugar  had  increased  considerably.     He 
(Mr.  Stanley)  had  also  stated,  but  only 
incidentally,  that  rum  manufactured  from 
Venezuelan  sugar  had  found  its  way  even 
into  Trinidad  as   Jamaica  rum.     Upon 
this  the  relative  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Middlesex  had  come  boldly  forward  and 
had    wished    to  be  informed  how    this 
importation  had  taken  place.     Now,  be 
admitted  that  we   had   fiscal   laws  and 
regulations  prohibiting  such  importation ; 
but  surely  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 
tell  the  House  that  prohibition   was  not 
always   prevention.     Mr.  fiumley  asked 
from  what  ports,  in  what  vessels,  under 
whose  agency,  from  whose  office,  did  this 
importation    proceed ;    and    added,    **  1 
request  this  information  from  you,  because, 
coming  from  you,  I  know  it  may  bo  relied 
on."     Now,  he  thought  that  this  was  not 
dealing  altogether  fairly  with  the  evidence 
of  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  had  referred, 
and  the  consequence  had  been,  that  the 
gentleman  had  replied,  *'I  readily  gave 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  such  information 
as  was  in  my  power ;  but  on  points  hke 
these  I  will  not  submit  to  be  cross-ex- 
amined by  you."    '*  Oh,  then  !**  said  Mr. 
Burnley,   '*  no  sugar  is  grown  in  Venezuela^ 
and  none  exported  from  it,  the  produce  of 
free  labour.''     Now  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Admiral  luid  told  the  House  that  he  sot 
only  saw  sugar  growing  therci  the  produce 
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of  free  labour,  bnt  that  he  also  saw  it 
afterwards    exported.      The    gentleman 
whose  efidence  lie  had  quoted,  and  who  had 
lired  for  many  years  in  the  country,  said 
that  he  had  seen  this  sugar  trade  carried 
on ;  but  the  hon.  member  for  Middlesex, 
who  had  nerer  been  an  hour  in  the  country 
took  UDon  himself  to  affirm,  that  he  knew 
much  Detter  even  than  an  eye  witness 
what  was  going  on  there.     He  (Mr.  Stan- 
ley) understood,  that  in  the  Committee 
last  year,  the  evidence  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant   Officer  behind  him  was  to  be 
thrown  overboard,  and  for  that  purpose  a 
witness  of  the  name  of  Bryan  Adams  was 
produced.     He    was  asked,    **  Are  you 
aware  of  any  exportation  of  sugar  from 
the  Caraccas  ?"    He  replied  in  the  affirm- 
ative. He  was  next  asked  as  to  its  extent 
He  replied,  that  it  was  increasing.    "  Can 
you  state  the  quantity  ?"    His  reply  was, 
*'  I  don't  know,  but  I  saw  myself  2,000 
barfels  at  Laguyra,  ready  for  exportation 
to  the  Unit^  States,  each  barrel  hold- 
ing about  8  cwt."     He  also  added,  that 
that  was  not  the  total   amount  of   the 
quantity  exported.     *'  Oh !  but/'  said  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  <*  that  was 
all  the  produce  of  slave  labour,  and  there 
are  no  such  things  as  free  labourers  in 
Venezuela."  Well,  Mr.  Adams  was  asked : 
"  Is  there  any  such  thing  as  free  labour  in 
Venezuela  V*    And  he  replied :  *'  I  never 
saw  it."    He  was  then  asked,  **  do  you 
know  what  means  Admiral  Fleming  had 
of  obtaining  information  upon  that  point?" 
And  his  reply  was  "  the  very  best  means 
of  information,  for  he  mixed  with  all  the 
first  society  of  the  country ;  and  if  he  says 
that  there  was  sugar  grown  there  by  free 
labour,  1  give  up  my  authority  at  once, 
for  I  admit  his  evidence  to  be  better  than 
mine."    He  was  then  asked  if  he  knew 
whether  there  had  been  any  emancipation 
of  slaves  in  tlie  Caraocas  ?  And  he  replied 
that  be  did  not  believe  that  there  had 
been.   He  likewise  stated,  that  he  did  not 
know  whether  any  price  had  been  fixed  at 
which  the  slaves  there  could  purchase 
their  manumission:    that   he    had    had 
Bolivar's  articles  upon  that  point;  but 
(hat  he  had  not  paid  much  attention  to 
them,  only  reading  them  at  his  leisure, 
when  he  found  them    lying    about  his 
perlour.    And    it    was  upon    this  loose 
^^Mence  that  the  hon.  member  for  Mid- 
dlesex ventured  to  impeach  the  testimony 
of  the  hon.  Admiral — it  was  upon  this 
ivperftel  wtboritj  that  be  Teotured  to 


deny  the  existence  and  practicability  of 
fVee  labour.  He  admitted,  however,  that 
the  question  of  the  practicability  of  free 
labour  was  yet  a  question  to  be  solved ; 
and,  admitting  that,  he  now  came  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Amendment  proposed 
by  the  hon.  member  for  Sheffield*  Be- 
lieving that  the  practicability  of  free  labour 
was  a  problem  still  to  be  solved— feeling 
certain  that  if  you  fling  ofi*  at  once  all 
the  restraints  of  slavery,  and  leave  to 
the  slave  the  choice  of  labouring  from 
morning  to  night,  or  of  labouring  only  to 
obtain  the  mere  necessaries  of  life,  he 
would  prefer  a  life  of  idleness  to  a  life  of 
industry — h^  was  bound  to  say,  that  he 
could  not  acquiesce  in  the  hon.  member 
for  Sheffield's  Amendment,  which  tended 
at  once  to  convert  the  slave  into  dn  unre 
stricted  free  labourer.  The  hon.  Member, 
in  defending  his  Amendment,  had  laid 
down  many  principles  which  were  valuable 
in  the  abstract,  but  which  were  not  at  all 
applicable  to  such  a  state  of  society  as 
existed  at  present  in  Jamaica.  The  question 
is  not  whether  you  can  obtain  free  labour 
at  all,  but  whether  you  can  obtain  it  so  as 
to  keep  up  the  same  state  of  society  as 
exists  at  present  in  our  West-India  colo- 
nies. For  himself  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  he  thought  that  the  effect  of 
emancipation,  without  any  restriction, 
would  be  attended  with  the  complete  and 
certain  ruin  of  the  planter.  The  hon. 
member  for  Essex,  in  arguing  against  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Sheffield,  seemed  to  think  that  he  was 
arguing  at  the  same  time  against  the  plan 
of  Government.  He  would  not  detain  the 
Committee  by  pointing  out  the  absurdity 
and  inconsistency  of  that  notion.  The  hon. 
member  for  Essex  al  o  said,  that  whatever 
the  hon.  member  for  Weymouth  required 
the  Qovernment  to  do,  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  found  most  anxious  to  perform. 
Now,  upon  this  very  question  the  Govern- 
ment was  at  issue  with  his  hon.  friend  the 
member  for  Weymouth ;  for  his  hon.  friend 
wanted  the  Government  to  give  the  negroes 
that  which  the  Government  could  not 
consent  to  give  them—namely,  immediate 
and  unrestricted  emancipation.  The  hon. 
Member  also  protested  against  the  rash- 
ness of  Government  in  proposing  a  plan 
which  must  throw  the  West  Indies  into  a 
state  of  confusion,  and  called  upon  the 
Administration  to  adopt  a  moderate  and 
gradual  scheme  of  emancipation.  The 
hon.  oMoiber  for  Essex  had  also  aoeueid 
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him  of  presumption  in  bringing  forward 
this  question.  He  had  brought  it  forward, 
he  could  assert,  under  a  full  knowledge  of 
his  own  inability  to  deal  with  it  as  its 
importance  merited,  from  want  of  inform- 
ation on  colonial  subjects ;  but  he  would 
ask,  was  not  the  consideration  of  the 
question  forced  upon  the  Government  by 
the  almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  people 
of  England  ?  And,  being  so  forced  upon 
it,  was  he  from  mock-humility  to  shrink 
from  coming  forward  as  the  organ  of 
Government  to  support  a  plan  which  was 
not  his  plan  so  much  as  the  plan  of  Govern- 
ment? But  then  the  hon.  member  for 
Essex  had  taunted  him  with  the  financial 
difficulties  which  his  rashness  must  cause 
to  his  noble  colleague  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  Now,  he  appealed  to  the 
House  whether  he  was  a  man  likely  to  lead 
his  noble  friend  into  difficulties  of  that 
kind?  Rash  as  he  was,  he  had  never 
been  rash  enough,  when  there  was  only  a 
surplus  of  500,000/.  to  vote  for  the 
reduction  of  5,000,000/.  of  taxes.  Talk 
of  rashness  and  precipitation  indeed  !  But 
he  begged  pardon — there  was  no  rashness, 
no  precipitation  in  the  proposition  to  which 
he  had  alluded — it  was  a  proposition  long 
considered  and  often  deliberated  upon.  Rash 
as  he  was  he  had  never  come  down  to  the 
House  and  stated  that  the  time  was  now 
come  fbr  a  scramble,  and  that  every  man 
should  now  make  the  best  bargain  that  he 
could  for  himself. 

Mr*  Baring :  I  never  said  so. 

Mr.  Stanley:  I  am  in  the  recollection 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Baring:  I  must  insist  on  not 
beiiig  thus  misrepresented.  I  never  said 
one  word  about  a  scramble.  I  should 
have  been  ashamed  of  myself  if  I  had.  It 
was  no  proposition  of  mine  to  reduce  the 
Malt-tax,  but  seeing  that  there  was,  as  it 
were,  a  sort  of  scramble  to  get  rid  of  taxes, 
I  felt  that  if  it  was  my  duty  to  stand  for- 
ward in  behalf  of  my  constituents,  and  to 
protect  them  from  those  taxes  which 
pressed  most  heavily  upon  them. 

Mr.  Stanley :  1  am  happy,  that  the 
hoa.  Gentleman  has  corrected  the  im- 
pression which,  in  common  with  many  of 
the  Gentlemen  around  me,  I  had  con- 
ceived of  what  fell  from  the  hon.  Member 
on  a  former  occasion.  I  think,  however, 
that  the  expressions  which  he  then  used 
were  as  liable  to  misconstruction  as  those 
of  mine,  which  have  been  so  shamelessly 

loifcoMtnied.     The    boo.    Gentleman's 


words  were  '^  Now  the  scramble  has 
begun.*'  I  am  glad  that  he  has  explained 
them  by  telling  us  that  he  meant  a  scram- 
ble for  the  repeal  of  taxes,  and  that  he 
only  intended  to  signify  that  he  felt  it  to 
be  his  bounden  duty  to  get  rid  of  those 
taxes  which  pressed  most  heavily  upon 
himself  and  his  constituents.  But  even 
this  will  not  get  him  out  of  the  scrape 
into  which  his  vote  on  that  occasion  has 
plunged  him — even  this  will  not  rescue 
him  from  the  imputation  of  having  attempt- 
ed to  destroy  the  credit  of  the  country ; 
for  if  he  and  his  friends  had  succeeded  in 
their  project,  we  should  not  have  seen  his 
favourite  barometer  of  public  prosperity, 
the  three  per  cents,  up  at  ninety-one,  as 
they  now  are?  Though  the  hon.  mem» 
ber  for  Essex,  (the  right  hon.  Secretary 
proceeded),  thought  that  a  gradual  eman- 
cipation of  the  negroes  would  be  better 
than  the  plan  now  proposed  by  the  Go- 
vernment, he  was  glad  to  find,  that  hon. 
Members  did  not  think  their  plan  alto- 
gether desperate.  The  hon.  Member  ad- 
mitted, that  the  efi*ect  of  the  Government 
plan  upon  the  negroe  would  be,  that  he  would 
be  well-fed  and  prosperous,  and  happy 
and  contented.  That  was  some  consider- 
ation ;  but  the  hon.  Member  added  :  "  I 
don't  think  that  this  plan  will  produce 
bloodshed;  but  if  you  take  away  from 
the  planters  the  compulsory  growth  of 
sugar,  you  will  produce  diminution  in  the 
revenue,  distress  in  the  shipping  interest, 
distress  in  the  manufacturing  interest,  and 
so  on."  Now,  in  this  part  of  his  argu- 
ment, the  hon.  Member  assumed  the  great 
point.in  dispute,namely,thatthe  plan  would 
destroy  the  growth  of  sugar,  for  if  it  had 
no  such  effect  what  became  of  all  his  long 
and  terrible  train  of  national  misfortunes  ? 
"  But,"  said  the  hon.  Member,  "  in  your 
opening  speech,  you  only  considered  the 
loss  which  this  plan  of  yours  would  inflict 
upon  the  planters."  Now,  the  very  first 
sentence  which  he  had  uttered  was  in- 
tended to  call  the  attention  of  Parliament 
to  the  various  interests  implicated  in  this 
question.  If  the  growth  of  sugar  were 
destroyed,  he  admitted  that  all  the  evil 
consequences  which  the  hon.  Member  had 
predicted  might  ensue.  It  had  been  re. 
marked,  that  your  **  if"  was  a  great  peace- 
maker, but  m  this  instance  it  was  the 
maker  of  all  the  difference.  The  growth 
of  sugar  would  not  be  destroyed,  for  the 
Government  plan  was,  that  every  planter 
besides  receifini;  pecupiary  compensatioDi 
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shoitld/for  twelve  yean,  have  the  compul- 
sory labour  of  hia  slaves  for  seven  hours. 
and  a-half  io  every  day.  Now,  this  was 
not  the  abolition  of  slave  labour.  He 
admitted,  that  on  some  estates  it  would 
be  ED  increase  of  expense,  but  it  was  for 
that  very  increase  of  expense  that  the 
compensation  was  given,  for  if  the  planter 
received  the  same  income  as  before  from 
hia  estate  he  would  have  no  right  to  com- 
pensation. However  melancholy  the  la- 
mentations had  been  respectinp^  the  West- 
Indies  having  no  Representatives  in  that 
House,  owing  to  the  late  change  in  its 
constitution,  he  must  say,  that  they  had 
no  reason  to  complain  of  the  manner  in 
which  their  interests  had  been  defended 
on  this  occasion  within  those  walls.  He 
had  never  listened  with  greater  pleasure  to 
any  speech  than  he  had  to  the  speech  of 
bia  hon.  friend,  the  member  for  Newark 
(Mr.  Gladstone),  who  had  stated  in  his 
first  addresa  to  that  House,  his  views  of 
this  question,  with  a  calmness,  a  clearness, 
and  a  precision,  which  might  operate  as 
an  example  to  older  Members.  He  had 
never  seen  greater  ability  and  ingenuity 
tlian  that  with  which  his  hon.  friend  in- 
sinuated that  we  ought  to  make  a  gift  of 
20,000,000/*,  and  a  loan  of  10,000.000/., 
to  the  colonies.  Letting  that  pass  for  the 
present,  he  was  happy  to  have  his  testi- 
mony to  this  point — that  from  bloodshed, 
from  turbulence,  from  the  cessation  of  the 
cultivation  of  sugar  estates,  from  the  ruin 
of  the  shipping  interest,  from  the  ruin  of 
the  manufacturing  interest,  we  had  nothing 
to  fear  in  consequence  of  this  measure. 
'*  The  measure,*'  said  hia  hon.  friend,  "  is 
a  great  experiment,  but  I  come  here  to  carry 
it  into  effect  as  laid  down  in  the  first  Re- 
solution." It  then  appeared  that  the  par- 
ties most  interested  were  willing  to  run  the 
risk,  on  certain  pecuniary  considerations,  of 
carry  ing  thisgreatandimportant  experiment 
into  effect.  But,  as  men  were  not,  gene- 
rally, disposed  to  forward  any  measure  by 
which  their  lives  would  be  endangered, 
their  property  risked,  and  the  whole  coun. 
try  plunged  in  blood,  it  was  only  fair  to 
conclude  that  the  present  propositions,  if 
properly  followed  up,  might  be  carried 
into  safe  and  satisfactory  execution,  and 
that  there  was  a  possibility— nay,  a  pro- 
bability-—of  the  successful  conversion  of 
the  labour  now  obtained  from  slaves  into 
the  labour  of  freemen.  The  Amendment 
proposed  by  the  hon.  member  for  Lancas- 
ter did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  very  im- 


porunt;  but  if  pressed  to  a  division  he 
should  vote  against  it,  inasmuch  as  it  went 
to  curtail  the  freedom  of  all  children  under 
six  years  of  age,  whose  freedom  it  was 
impossible  could  be  accompanied  with  any 
danger.  The  noble  Lord,  the  member  for 
the  county  of  Northumberland,  had  ex« 
pressed  a  wish  that  the  third  Resolution 
might  not  be  pressed  at  present,  because 
he  could  not  assent  to  its  principle.  He  fear- 
ed, however,  that  delay  would  not  have  the 
effect  of  removing  the  noble  Lord's  objec- 
tion, at  the  same  time  it  was  desirable,  both 
as  regarded  the  interest  of  the  planters  and 
the  negroes,  that  Parliament,  while  it  de- 
clared its  intention  of  taking  the  bonds 
off  the  slaves,  should  fix  a  period  within 
which  their  own  improvidence  or  indolence 
should  not  debar  them  from  subsistence. 
He,  therefore,  did  not  think,  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  apprenticeship  could  advant- 
ageously be  abandoned  ;  and  he  was  sur- 
prised to  find  the  hon.  member  for  Wey- 
mouth in  the  rank  of  the  opponents  to 
this  part  of  the  measure.  In  1824,  that 
hon.  Member  thus  expressed  himself: 
*'  The  people  of  England,  if  1  have  any 
knowleage  of  their  character,  will  see, 
that  something  effective  is  done  in  fulfil- 
ment of  the  pledge  so  publicly  and  so 
sacredly  given  by  Parliament.  They 
will  not  ask  for  immediate  emancipation ; 
we  have  never  contended  for  that;  for  we 
know  that  immediate  emancipation  would 
be  ruinous,  not  only  to  the  master,  but  to 
the  slave ;  but  they  will  insist  on  such  steps 
being  taken  as  shall  at  some  period — and 
that  not  a  very  remote  one— lead  to  the 
extinction  of  slavery.*  The  plan  proposed 
by  Government  was  entirely  m  accordance 
with  these  sentiments.  It  did  not  propose 
entire  and  immediate  emancipation,  but 
emancipation  under  certain  restrictions 
and  regulations;  and  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment were  taking  those  steps,  called 
for  by  the  people,  which  would  prevent 
ruin  to  the  slave  and  to  the  master,  and 
tend  to  the  extinction  of  slavery  at  no 
distant  period.  His  noble  friend  had 
argued,  that  the  original  reason  for  pro- 
posing the  system  of  apprenticeship  no 
longer  existed,  inasmuch  as  it  was  not  now 
intended  that  the  negro  should  be  compel- 
led to  purchase  his  freedom  by  his  labour 
during  a  period  of  twelve  years.  So  far 
the  noble  Lord  was  right;  but  he  begged 
leave  to  remind  him  that  there  was  another 


Haosard,  (new  series)  x.  p.  1133. 


507      Minittwka  Plan  far  the      {COMMONS}        AboUtumofSaavery.        508 


very  important  reason  for  the  proviBion 
respecting  apprenticeship^namely,  to  se- 
cure  a  probationary  interval  between  ab- 
solute slavery  and  absolute  freedom  ;  dur- 
ing which,  his  absolute  necessities  being 
supplied,  a  large  portion  of  time  was 
left  him  to  better  his  condition  and 
improve  his  situation  in  life;  and  dur- 
ing which  the  great  experiment  might  be 
tried,  whether  they  could  trust  safely  and 
satisfactorily  to  the  free  labour  of  any 
large  body  of  negroes  ?  He  was  readv  to 
admit,  that  there  was  nothing  magical  in 
the  precise  term  of  twelve  years ;  and  in 
the  Act  of  Parliament  founded  on  those 
Resolutions  he  should  not  attempt  to  fix 
twelve  years  as  the  minimum,  but  as  the 
mcLximum  of  the  period  of  probation.  He 
would  gladly  consent  to  a  shorter  period 
if  it  should  be  the  opinion  of  the  colonial 
Legislatures,  to  whose  management  he 
wished  to  leave  as  much  of  the  details  as 
he  could,  without  endangering  the  success 
of  the  plan,  that  a  shorter  period  might 
advantageously  be  fixed  upon.  He  could 
not  subscribe  to  the  wisdom  of  the  sugges- 
tion which  had  been  thrown  out,  that  the 
best  course  would  have  been  to  have  abol- 
ished slavery  bit  by  bit.  Nothing  could 
be  more  fraught  *  with  danger,  or  more 
certain  to  lead  to  insurrection,  than  raising 
Demerara,  Berbice,  and  other  colonies  to 
a  state  of  freedom,  while  Jamaica  was 
continued  in  a  state  of  slavery.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  conclusion,  stated 
that  he  entertained  considerable  hopes, 
more  especially  after  the  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  those  most  immediately  connect- 
ed with  the  West- Indian  interest,  that  the 
predictions  of  the  hon.  member  for  Essex 
would  prove  as  false  with  regard  to  the 
present  great  experiment  as  they  had 
turned  out  to  be  with  regard  to  another 
important  measure ;  and  he  had  no  doubt, 
that  he  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
congratulating  the  hon.  member  upon 
seeing  this  plan  safely  and  satisfactorily 
carried  into  effect,  with  credit  to  the  coun- 
try and  with  security  to  the  colonies. 

Mr.  Fowell  Buxton  wished  to  declare 
his  opinion,  that  if  once  they  abolished  the 
despotism  of  the  whip,  they  must  supply 
its  place  by  a  system  of  encouragement, 
or  they  would  fail  in  their  object.  If  they 
did  not  hold  out  an  inducement  to  labour, 
they  would  have  no  labour :  there  was  no 
medium  between  the  system  of  the  whip 
and  a  system  of  wages.  He  should  un- 
doubtedly feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  oppose 


that  part  of  the  plan  which  established 
apprenticeship.  He  would  cheerfully  vote 
for  any  sum  of  money  as  compensation, 
provided  he  obtained  for  it  substantial 
freedom  for  the  slave;  but  he  would  not 
vote  a  single  farthing  if  it  was  deterroined 
to  enact  that  the  slave  should  be  bound  to 
an  apprenticeship  of  twelve  yean. 

Mr. Hume  denied,  that  he  was  influenced 
by  any  desire  to  delay  the  emancipation 
of  the  slave ;  nor  was  it  fair  to  charge  him 
with  neglecting  to  call  for  Inquiry  on  this 
subject.  He  had  proposed  an  inquiry,  and 
it  was  at  the  request  of  the  Government 
itself,  that  he  consented  to  withdraw  the 
proposition.  The  hon.  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  the  Tower  Hamlets  had  said,  that 
he  had  pledged  himself  against  slavery  in 
general,  but  that  he  objected  to  abolition 
in  detail.  But  what  had  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  himself  done  ?  He  had 
made  promises  to  his  constituents  in  detail, 
and  now  that  he  was  in  Parliament  he  en- 
deavoured to  escape  from  them  by  general 
declarations.  He  had  as  good  a  right  to 
attack  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  as 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  to 
attack  him.  The  right  hon.  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies,  he  would  repeat,  had  been 
guilty  of  an  error  in  stating,  that  the 
sugar-cane  was  not  cultivated  in  Vene- 
zuela until  after  the  abolition  of  slavery : 
it  was  extensively  grown  as  long  back  as 
1809. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  was,  on  the  whole,  in- 
clined to  give  his  assent  to  the  second 
Resolution,  because  he  considered,  that  the 
safest  step  to  the  ultimate  abolition  of 
slavery  would  be  to  declare  that  the  chil- 
dren of  slaves  hereafler  born  should  be 
free.  He  had  no  objection  to  that  part 
of  the  plan  which  gave  freedom  to  the 
children  of  the  slave  at  a  certain  age,  for 
he  admitted  that  it  would  be  a  great  con- 
solation to  the  slave  to  find  that  his  (Chil- 
dren were  not  to  share  his  slavery. 
Therefore,  having  passed  the  first  Resolu- 
tion, he  was  ready  to  adopt  the  principle 
of  the  second.  All  that  he  doubted  with 
respect  to  it  was  the  risk  incurred  in  the 
immediate  emancipation  of  the  child,  it 
would  takeaway  the  interest  of  the  master 
in  the  child  ;  and  though  the  attachment 
of  the  parent  would  still  remain,  it  was 
doubtful  whether  that  would  in  every 
case  be  found  sufficient  for  the  due  pro- 
tection of  the  child.  He  would  rather 
leave  this  as  a  matter  of  regulation  for  the 
Colonial  Legislatures.     He  would,  there* 
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fore,  give  his  support  to  the  second  Reso- 
lution, and  negative  all  the  amendments 
which  bad  been  moved  to  it ;  but  he  would 
not  do  so  if  the  third  were  to  be  joined 
with  the  second.  He  thought  that  the 
third  ought  to  be  a  matter  of  separate 
discussion.  He  would  also  suggest  that 
the  Resolution  respecting  the  emancipation 
of  the  children  should  run  thus : — "  All 
children  born  after  a  time  to  be  named  in 
this  act."  This  would  not  tie  down  the 
House  but  would  leave  the  matter  open  for 
future  consideration. 

Mr.  Hume's  Amendment  negatived 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Buckingham's  Amendment  was 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  Patrick  Stewart's  Amendment  was 
negatived. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  moved,  that  all  children 
born  after  a  time  to  be  named  should  be 
free,  which  was  also  negatived. 

The  Original  (second)  Resolution  was 
carried ;  the  House  resumed ; — the  Com- 
mittee to  sit  again. 


HOUSE  OF    LORDS, 

Monday,  June  10,   1833. 

MiirvTBa.]  Papers  ordered.  On  the  Motion  of  the  Duke 
of  RicHMONO,  an  Account  of  the  Number  of  Parislies  in 
etch  County  in  England  and  Wales  in  which  the  Magi«- 
tntoi  bi  Petty  Scwlon  have  approved  of  a  Pkw  agreed  to 
by  the  Vestry  for  the  Employment  of  the  Poor. 

Bilh,  Received  the  Royal  AMent:— vSoap  Duties;  Stardi 
Dutioi;  Dramatic  Authors;  Savings  Banks  Annuities.— 
Read  a  seoond  time : — Consolidated  Fund. 

i*et)tioDs  prcMnted.  By  Lords  SupprsLo  and  Dinorbbn, 
tram  ■everal  Places, — against  Slavery.— By  Lord  Ditn- 
ma,  IVoin  several  Bodies  of  Diisentcn,  for  Relief  with 
regard  to  Marriages,  RcgLitration,  and  Church  Rates. — By 
the  Earl  of  Rohkbbhy,  ftom  the^hip  Builders  of  the  Ports 
and  Creeks  of  the  Prith  of  Forth,  for  Equalizing  the  Duty 
n  Thnbcr ;  fwm  DumfHes,  for  Poor  Laws  to  Ireland. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Monday t  June  10,   1833. 

^iximu.]  Papers  ordered.  On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Huohrb 

HuttHKi,  the  Amount  reorivcd  under  ProsccutiiMis  by  the 

Lq^acy  Duty  Office  for  arrears  of  Duty,  dec,  in  each  of 

the  five  but  years.— On   the  Motion  of  Mr.  Stkwart 

Hackbmzik,  Copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  East-India 

Company,  and  of  the  Conres|Kmdencc  between  the  Presi- 

<i«it  of  the  India  Board,  and  the  Chairman,  and  Deputy 

(liairman  of  the  Court  of  Directors,   subsequent  to  the 

<5th  March  last,  respecting   the  East-India  Com|)any's 

Charter. — On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Tookk,  an  Account  of 

the  Sums  paid  in  183^  to  OAoers  reiirad  fh>ra  Civil  Service 

on  the  sole  ground  of  Age  or  Inftrmity,  witli  other  circum« 

nances  ouaceming  them:    also   of  the    Gross   Annual 

Amount  of  Stamp  Duties  iiaid  on  admission  of  Attomles, 

Solicitais,  Aic,  in  any  Courts  in  England,  from  May  7th, 

1819,  to  October  lOth,  lK'i8.->On  the  MoUon  of  Mr.  V. 

Babinu,  a  Copy  of  the  Letter  from  ttie  Chancellor  of  tlie 

Exchequer  to  the  CommiNsioners  of  Inquiry  into  the  Poor 

Lews,  daled  f3rd  of  February,  \b33,  and  of  the  Amwer 


returned  by  the  CommisnoDcrs :  also  an  Aooount  of  th« 
Number  and  Amount  of  Annuities  granted  by  the  Com-* 
missioncrs  of  the  National  Debt,  and  the  Names  of  sudi 
Annuitants  as  have  died :  also  the  Debtor  and  Creditor 
Account  of  the  Bank  of  England,  between  the  yean  1790 
and  18se9.-*On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Alderman  Wood,  an 
Account  of  the  Export  and  Import  of  Malt,  and  the  Duty 
paid  on  it.  into  and  from  Ireland;  and  the  Quantity 
distilled  there. 

Bills.  Read  a  second  time: — Militia;  BalkK  Suipenaion; 
Burgh  Magistrates  (Scotland). — Committed  : — Stamp 
Duties. 

PeUtions  presented.  By  Lord  Molyjtkux,  flrom  Burton- 
wood,  for  the  more  equal  division  of  Chiureh  Rates  in  the 
Parish  of  Warrington;  from  Liverpool,  and  one  other 
Place,  for  an  Alteration  of  the  Law  relative  to  Catholic 
Marriages.— By  Mr.  CHiLOKRa,  Arom  Sohsm,  for  the 
more  Easy  Recovery  of  Small  Debts.— By  M^)or  BbaU' 
CLBKK,  Arom  Horsham,  against  Titlies  and  Church  Rates, 
— By  Mr.  Wilkb,  from  Boston  Public  Library,  against  all 
Taxes  on  Knowledge;  from  a  Parish  of  Canterbury,  fot 
Relief  Arom  Taxation;  Arom  two  Places,  for  a  Law  to 
promote  the  Better  Observance  of  the  Lord's  Day;  ftom 
several  Dissenting  Congregations  for  Redress  of  their 
Oriovanoes.~By  the  same,  and  by  Mr.  BANNiasiaK; 
fhim  four  Pl«ecs,-Higainst  Slavery.—- By  Mr.  Andkiv 
JoHjrsToir,  flrom  St  Andrew*^  against  the  AUcrationB  in 
the  Royal  Burgh  (Scotland)  Bill  mode  in  Committee. 

Charge  against  Sir  Thomas  Trou- 
BRiDov.^  Mr.  Cobbett  rose  to  present  a 
Petition,  which  he  considered  of  high 
importance,  containing,  as  it  did,  charges 
of  a  very  grave  and  serious  nature  against 
an  hon.  Member  of  that  House.  The 
petition  was  from  certain  electors  of  Sand^ 
wich,  complaining  that  Sir  Thomas  Trou- 
bridge  had,  by  means  of  a  forged  copy  of 
the  registry  of  his  baptism,  and  a  false 
certificate  of  his  age,  fraudulently  obtained 
his  commission'as  Lieutenant,  Commander, 
and  Captain,  before  he  was  even  qualified, 
according  to  the  King's  Orders  in  Council, 
to  be  a  Lieutenant,  thereby  feloniously 
obtaining  the  pay  of  the  said  commL^ion, 
and  the  half-pay  of  Captain,  the  amount  of 
which  was  between  .5,000/.  and  6,000/. 
Another  charge  vrns,  that,  from  those 
undue  promotions,  he  hud,  unlawfully, 
filled  the  ofBce  of  Judge  on  Courts-martial 
without  a  legal  commission.  The  petitioners, 
therefore,  prayed  that  an  investigation 
should  be  instantly  ordered  by  the  House  ; 
and,  if  the  charges  were  found  to  be  true,- 
that  the  accused  should  be  expelled  the 
House,  as  un  unfit  and  improper  person  to 
take  part  in  the  legislative  business  of  his 
country.  He  (Mr.  Cobbett)  did  not  say  that 
the  allegations  were  true ;  no— he  lx)un(l 
himself  to  no  such  thing — he  only  did  his 
duty  in  presenting  the  petition.  At  the  head 
of  the  signatures  to  the  [petition  was  the 
name  of  Captain  Owen,  whom  he  (Mr. 
Cobbett)  had  made  a  point  of  seeing  on  the 
subject,  and  who  stated  his  earnest  wish 
that  the  petition  should  1k^  presented,  and 
had  given  him  (Mr.  Cobbett)  his  reasons 
for  signing  the  petition  in  writing.     Ths,'^ 
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were  as  follows : — '  I  am  just  informed  by 
Mr.  Edwards,  that  you  have  at  length 
given  notice  of  your  intention  to  present 
the  petition  from  Sandwich,  which  I  have 
signed,  on  Wednesday  next.  It  is  due  to 
you  in  the  task  you  have  undertaken 
against,  I  fear,  a  decided  feeling  to  resist 
the  immediate  reform  of  corrupt  favourit- 
ism, too  long  cherished  in  practice,  that  I 
should  acquaint  you  with  my  motives  for 
signing  that  petition,  if  these  should  be 
cidled  in  question,  as  perhaps  they  will 
be.  Naval  officers  being  so  decidedly 
subjected  to  the  will  or  caprice  of  the  Ad- 
mi^ty,the  affixing  th  J  names  to.  any 
document  which  may  not  be  pleasing  to 
the  Admiralty  is,  it  must  be  acknowledged, 
a  bold  measure^  and  can  only  arise  from  a 
conviction  of  the  propriety  of  the  act  on 
just  principles,  since  it  risks  the  favour  of 
those  to  whom  they  are  subjected.  That 
the  petition  you  are  about  to  present  will 
not  be  agreeable  to  the  Government,  or, 
at  least  to  the  Admiralty,  may  be  supposed 
from  Sir  Thomas  Troubridge  having  been 
nominated  by  them  as  their  candidate  for 
the  borough  from  which  the  petition 
emanates;  and  as  mine  is  the  only 
signature  of  a  naval  officer  to  it,  my 
worldly  interest  is  not  likely  to  be  be- 
nefited by  it,  nor  my  professional  hopes 
encouraged.  I  must,  therefore,  have 
supported  the  prayer  of  the  petition  on 
principle.  The  practice  complained  of  has 
indeed  too  long  disgraced  and  degraded  our 
naval  service ;  and  it  is  solely  in  the  hope 
of  putting  a  final  stop  to  such  atrocious 
wrong,  that  I  have  lent  my  name  to  the 
petition;  this  is  my  professional  reason. 
My  political  motives  are,  that  Sir  Thomas 
Troubridge  came  forward  as  a  Reformer ; 
that  is,  as  pledeed  to  the  reformation  of 
public  abuse,  if,  as  we  contend,  his  own 
history  furnishes  an  instance  of  the  gross- 
est abuse  of  authority,  or  impodtion  on 
it,  must  he  not  have  been  imposing  on  his 
constituents  P  I  conceive,  that  benefited 
as  he  has  been,  and  still  enjoying  the 
fruits  as  he  is,  of  the  most  flagitious  and 
corrupt  abuse  of  power  and  patronage,  he 
must  at  least  have  been  insincere.  There- 
fore, I  was  but  fulfilling  a  public  duty  in 
signing  the  petition  as  a  freeman  of  the 
borough.  The  great  wrong  done  to  the 
naval  service,  and  to  the  public,  by  the 
species  of  wrong  complained  of  is,  that 
children  attaining  high  rank  by  corruption, 
intrigue,  or  pirticular  favour,  in  prefer- 
ence to  men  who  have  run  the  career  of 

'  Tegular  service,  they  not  only  become 


^  pensioners  on  the  State,  at  the  hi^est 
'  rate  for  many  more  years  than  couM  be 
'  calculated  on  by  the  nature  of  the  profes. 
'  sion,  and  laws  for  its  administration,  but 
'  the  very  wrong  done  enables  them  to 
'  obtain  the  most  confidential  sitaations, 
'  and  to  obtain  even  the  government  and 
'  management  of  the  service  they  have 
'  abused.  How  can  such  people  be  expected 
'  to  administer  righteously,  who  obtain 
^  their  pov^er  and  rule  by  manifest  wrong? 
'  The  whole  history  of  our  service,  past 
'  and  present,  would  furnish  an  ample 
'  commentary  of  the  mischief  done  to  the 
'  profession  and  the  country  by  such  mal- 
*  practices  as  those  complained  of  in  the 
'  petition.'  The  hon.  Member  continued, 
it  was  not  so  much  to  the  charge  of 
fhvouriiism  that  he  called  the  attention  of 
the  House,  as  to  that  of  fraud,  for  fraud 
was  directly  alleged.  It  was  a  fraud  that 
the  hon.  Baronet  should,  if  it  were  true, 
have  received  his  pay,  and  exercised  his 
powar  for  so  many  years.  Many  of  our 
naval  losses  might  be  traced  to  the  improper 

?romotions  which  had  taken  place.  Captain 
>acre,  for  example,  whose  ship  was  taken  by 
an  American  frigate,  after  an  action  of  twenty 
or  twenty-fiveminutes,  had  been  made  aCap- 
tain  at  the  age  of  seventeen  or  eighteen  ; 
and  most  of  our  losses  in  the  last  American 
war  could  be  traced  to  such  practices.  A 
man  had  recently  been  deprived  of  his 
franchise  for  antedating  his  certificate; 
and  he  knew  not  why  the  same  justice 
should  not  be  meted  to  officers  who  had 
committed  the  same  fraud.  He  would 
leave  the  Reformed  House  of  Parliament 
to  deal  with  the  petition  as  it  thought 
fit. 

Sir  Tfiomas  Troubridge  spoke  as  follows : 
I  trust,  on  so  serious  and  grave  a  charge 
being  brought  against  me,  the  House  will 
allow  me  to  occupy  a  few  moments  of  their 
time  in  explanation,  and  I  hope  I  shall  be 
able  to  show  to  their  satisfaction,  that  this 
petition  arises  solely  from  private  disap- 
pointment in  an  election  contest,  and  not 
from  any  public  motive  whatever.  To 
explain  this,  I  beg  to  state  a  few  facts  that 
occurred  at  the  last  election  for  the  borough 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent 
On  the  dissolution  of  the  last  Parliament,  a 
person  by  the  name  of  Edwards,  totally 
unconnected  with  Sandwich,  went  down 
to  that  town,  and,  assisted  by  Captain 
Owen,  applied  to  the  Mayor  and  Jurats 
for  a  warrant  to  arrest  me  on  a  charge  of 
having  fraudulently  obtained  money  on 
the  high  seas,  his  charge  being,  that  my 
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being  promoted  at  an  earlier  age  than 
specified  by  an  Order  in  Council,  all  the 
pay  I  had  received  was  fraudulently  ob- 
tained, and  that  Sandwich  being  a  cinque 
port,  had  jurisdiction  over  the  high  seas, 
and  therefore  the  warrant  ought  to  be 
granted.  The  Mayor  refused  to  attend  to 
this  till  the  election  was  over,  and,  the  day 
after  I  was  elected,  the  Mayor  and  Jurats 
were  summoned  to  hear  Mr.  Edwards's 
charge.  He,  however,  withdrew  it  altogether. 
1  should  also  state,  that  he  applied  to  the 
neighbouring  Magistrates^  who,  though 
politically  opposed  to  me,  would  not  listen 
to  such  a  measure.  1  think  this  will 
convince  the  House  that  the  subject  was 
brought  forward  fur  electioneering  purposes 
only.  It  could  not  be  on  public  grounds, 
for  in  1 806,  an  Order  in  Council  was  issued, 
regulating  the  age  and  servitude  to  obtain 
promotion.  In  obedience  to  this  order,  I 
was  myself  obliged  to  wait  till  I  had 
served  the  specified  time  as  Commander, 
before  I  could  be  promoted  to  a  Post 
Captain,  and  in  no  instance  has  this  Order 
htoi  deviated  from.  I  served  my  full  six 
yean  as  Midshipman,  and  passed  my  ex- 
amination for  Lieutenant;  and  though  I 
was  promoted  at  an  early  age,  such  was 
the  known  practice  of  the  service  at  that 
time,  and  I  here  state,  without  fear  of 
oontiadiction  or  controvertion,  that  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  most  distinguished 
Admirals  and  Captains  the  naval  service 
can  boast  of,  were  promoted  under  exactly 
the  same  circumstances  as  myself.  Twenty* 
eight  years  have  now  elapsed  without  my 
hearing  one  word  of  this  charge,  which  I 
think  will  itself  show  the  House  the  real 
motive  for  its  now  being  brought  forward. 
With  respect  to  having  sat  on  Courts- 
martial,  I  never  did  sit  on  any  Court-mar* 
cial  till  long  after  I  was  of  age.  There  is 
one  point  which  I  deeply  regret,  and  that 
is,  that  any  brother  officer  (well  knowing 
the  practice  of  the  service  to  be  as  I  have 
stated  it)  should  have  signed  this  petition. 
The  individual  who  has  done  so  is  Captain 
Owen,  brother  to  the  gallant  Admiral  Sir 
Edward  Owen,  my  unsuccessful  opponent : 
tboogh  I  must  here  do  justice  to  that  gallant 
Admiral  to  say,  he  has  in  the  most  unqualified 
manner,  disclaimed  any  participation  in  this 
affiur.  I  feel  so  satisfied  that  both  my 
brother  officers  and  this  House  will  well 
know  how  to  appreciate  such  conduct,  that 
I  will  not  say  more  on  the  subject,  nor  will 
I  trust  myself  to  make  any  remark  on  the 
other  signatures  to  this  petition,  or  on  the 
hon.  Member  who  has  presented  it.  I 
VOL.  XVIII.  {JSi} 


shall  now.  Sir,  leave  this  case  in  the  hands 
of  the  House,  with  the  perfect  confidence, 
of  an  honourable  man,  that  they  will  neither 
believe  me  to  be  a  felou,  as  stated  in  the 
petition,  nor  unworthy,  from  any  conduct  of 
mine,  either  public  or  private,  to  hold  the 
commission  of  my  excellent  King  or  to  be 
a  Member  of  this  House.  [The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member,  amidst  loud  and  continued 
cheers,  immediately  retired.^ 

Sir  James  Graham  said,  that  after  the 
very  satisfactory  explanation  which  had 
been  given  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Baronet^ 
it  might  be  perhaps  considered  almost  un« 
necessary  for  him  to  say  a  word.  But 
standing  in  the  relation  which  he  did  to 
the  gallant  service  to  which  the  hon. 
Baronet  belonged,  he  should  consider  him« 
self  wanting  in  duty  to  the  public,  if  he 
did  not  address  a  few  words  to  the  House. 
It  was  true  that  the  hon.  Member  who 
had  presented  the  petition  had  apprised  him 
of  his  intention  of  doing  so.  But  he  could 
not  help  expressing  his  great  astonishment 
that  he  should  have  thought  fit  to  make 
himself  the  channel  of  an  imputation,  caicu* 
lated  not  only  to  deeply  wound  the  feelings 
of  the  living,  but  to  cast  a  slur  on  some  of 
the  greatest  naval  heroes  that  England  had 
produced.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  list  of 
not  less  than  thirty-nine  naval  officers  who 
had  gained  their  promotion  under  circum-» 
stances  identically  the  same  as  those  which 
had  been  complained  of..  The  Order  in 
Council  of  17^  had  been  obnsidered  at  the 
Admiralty  as  a  dead  letter — ^no  notice  haV'* 
ing  been  latterly  taken  of  the  age  of  a 
young  man  previous  to  promoting  him  to  a 
Lieutenancy.  In  time  of  war  it  was  con- 
sidered improvident  to  act  upon  the  order, 
and  young  men  were  promoted  from  a 
midshipman  to  a  Lieutenancy.  Of  the 
thirty^ne  officers  he  had  referred  to,  he 
would  read  the  names  of  some.  First  was 
Nelson,  who  had  obtained  a  Lieutenancy 
at  eighteen ;  then  followed  Lord  Exmouth^ 
Sir  Henry  Hotham,  Sir  William  Hoste^ 
and  Captain  Edward  Pellew,  all  of  whom 
had  attained  promotion  at  very  early  ages. 
Was  the  hon.  Member  aware  of  tlie  charac-* 
ter  of  the  individual  he  had  attacked,  or 
of  his  distinguished  father  ?  The  gallant 
Baronet's  father  was  the  distinguished 
bosom  friend  of  Lord  Nelson.  He  was  his 
right  arm,  and  had  never  failed  him  in  the 
hour  of  need.  He  had  fallen  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  and  was  it  too  much  to  say 
that  his  son  had  claims  on  that  country  ? 
The  hon.  Member  had  stated,  that  he  had 
great  attachment  to  the  naval  service  of 
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the  country.  If  he  had^  he  had  certainly 
taken  strange  means  of  showing  it.  Thi^ 
petition^  there  could  be  no  doubt^  had  arisen 
out  of  an  election  squabble*  It  was  an  at- 
tempt, on  the  part  of  an  unsuccessfiilparty, 
to  vilify  and  blacken  the  character,  and 
wound  the  feelings  of  his  more  successful 
opponent.  As  to  the  statement  of  Captain 
Owen  who  had  signed  the  petition,  that  in 
doing  so  he  should  injure  his  worldly  pro- 
spects, he  might  take  it  from  him  that,  so 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  should  not  at- 
tempt to  injure,  them  ;  but  what  the  House 
and  the  country  might  think  of  the  mo. 
Tality  of  the  line  of  conduct  he  had  adopted 
was  another  thing.  If  a  Member  of  that 
House  presented  a  petition  charging  another 
hon.  Member  with  fraud,  he  ought  before- 
hand to  have  satisfied  himself  that  his  alle- 
gations were  correct.  No  such  petition 
should  be  presented,  unless  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  satisfied  that  the  char^  could  be 
made  good.  It  was  a  charge  tending  to  revile 
the  dead,  and  injure  the  feelings  of  the 
living,  and  he  should  move  that  the  petition 
be  rejected. 

Sir  Edward  Codrington  seconded  the 
Motion,  which  being  put  as  an  Amendment, 
with  the  original  Motion  that  the  petition 
do  lie  upon  the  Table, 

Mr.  Marry  alt  designated  the  petition 
as  one  arising  entirely  from  electioneering 
disappointment.  It  ought  to  have  been 
sent  forward  as  a  petition  aganist  the  return 
of  his  Colleague,  for  its  allegations  went 
to  affect  his  seat  in  that  House — ^but  then 
the  petitioners  well  knew  it  would  revert 
with  all  its  expenses  ujion  them  as  frivolous 
and  vexatious. 

Mr.  Cobbett  rose  to  reply,  but  it  being 
past  three  o'clock,  the  debate  was  adjourned. 

Portugal — Kino's  Answer  to  the 
Addrrbs.]  Lord  Althorp  reported  the 
Anstver  of  his  Majesty  to  the  late  Address 
of  the  Commons  njxm  tlie  subject  of  our  re- 
lations with  Portugal,  which  was  as  follows. 
"  I  have  received  with  great  satisfaction 
the  expression  of  your  concurrence  in  the 
policy  which  I  have  pursued  with  reference 
to  the  affairs  of  Portugal ;  and  you  may  l)c 
assured  that,  continuing  to  act  on  the  same 
principles,  I  will  neglect  no  opportunity  in 
which  my  power  and  influence  may  be 
usefully  and  honourably  exerted  for  putting 
an  end  to  the  contest  which  unhappily 
exists  in  that  country." 

Ministbrtal  Plan  for  ths  Aroli. 
TioN  OP  Slavery.]    The  House  went 


into  a  Committee  on  the  Reflolutioiig  for 
abolishing  slavery.  The  third  Reflolution 
was  read  as  follows: — ''  That  all  persons,  now 
slaves,  be  entitled  to  be  registered  as  ap* 
prcnticed  labourers,  and  to  acquire  thereby 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  freemen* 
subject  to  the  restriction  of  labouring  under 
conditions,  and  for  a  time  to  be  fixed  by 
Parliament,  for  their  present  owners." 

Mr.  Fofvell  ^uxton  hoped,  that  it  would 
be  needless  for  him.  to  disclaim  any  feeling 
of  hostility  towards  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  the  course  which  he  was  about  to 
pursue ;  on  the  contrary,  he  declared  that 
no  Gentleman  felt  more  ancerely  the  obli- 
gtitions  which  he  and  those  who  took  the 
same  view  of  the  question  which  be  did, 
owed  to  his  Majesty's  present  Govemmenl, 
who  had  placed  the  case  of  the  slaves  in  a 
new  position,  and  who  had,  he  frankly  de- 
clared, done  more  towards  the  advancement 
of  the  cause  of  the  slaves,  than  my  Admin- 
istraticm  which  had  preceded  them.  The 
hon.  member  for  Essex  (Mr.  Baring),  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  tell  thcra  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  ^at  this  was  a  subject  of 
great  importance.  He  was  glad  to  have 
received  the  admonition  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  all  subjects,  but  on  this  least  of  all, 
because  it  spoke  for  itself.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  threatened  the  House  with  a  re- 
vulsion in  the  public  feeling,  and  that  his 
name,  with  those  of  his  friends,  would  be 
hereafter  held  up  to  execration,  for  having 
exerted  themselves  on  this  quextion.  Now, 
it  was  to  him  a  matter  of  very  little  im- 
portance, as  to  what  light  he  might  be  held 
up  in,  provided  that  object  were  effected 
which  applied  to  so  many  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  his  fellow  men.  'Iliey  were 
told,  that  the  consequence  of  the  emancipa- 
tion of  the  slaves  must  be  to  inflict  an  in-> 
jury  upon  the  West-India  planters ;  and,  of 
course,  that  it  would  occasion  a  great  1o5s 
to  the  revenue.  He  admitted,  tliat  these 
were  imimrtant  considerations ;  but  ho  was 
by  no  means  sure  tliat  such  reasonings  would 
be  conclusive  with  him,  even  if  ne  were 
convinced  of  the  result.  He  admitted  the 
im]X)rtance  of  these  considerations,  but  was 
compelled  to  view  the  case  as  deeply  injur« 
ing  the  cause  of  humanity.  That  was,  in 
his  mind,  a  much  more  important  consi- 
deration than  any  that  could  be  urged  on 
the  opposite  side.  But  the  hon.  member  for 
Essex,  also,  told  the  House,  that  if  those 
who  advocated  immediate  emancipation 
sticceeded  in  their  object,  they  would  pro- 
mote insurrections  in  the  West  Indies,  Mo 
man  in  the  House  could  dread  insurrection 
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■lore  than  he  did;  but  nothing  could  be 
more  certain  than  that  such  an  event  would 
take  place,  provided  the  Legislature  did  not 
immediately  interfere.  Again,  they  had 
been  told  they  would  lose  the  colonies.  Now 
bis  conviction  was,  that  the  colonies  would 
be  lost  if  the  question  were  left  any  longer 
undecided  ;  and  his  honest  conviction  was, 
that  if  a  Tory  Government  were  to  come  in 
npon  the  express  condition  of  protecting  the 
West-Indian  proprietors,  not  one  of  the 
slave  colonies  would  remain  six  months  in 
our  undisturbed  possession.  If  he  could  not 
attract  the  attention  of  the  House,  he  would 
rather  postpone  the  observations  which  he 
hid  to  make  for  a  future  occasion ;  but  he 
thought  that  in  a  case  where  the  welfare  of 
bonoreds  of  thousands  of  their  fellow-men 
was  concerned,  the  subject  was  deserving  of 
every  attention,  thougn  he  did  not  mean  to 
trespass  at  any  length  on  the  patience  of  the 
House.  His  hon.  friend,  the  member  for 
EsseXy  had  made  it  a  matter  of  complaint 
against  the  learned  Civilian  and  himself, 
&%  they  had  not  stated  the  plans  whldh 
Aey  had  discovered  for  anancipating  the 
n^roes.  Now,  he  would  frankly  say,  that 
tliey  had  discovered  no  plans,  and  that  they 
distrusted  any  and  all  plans  which  did  not 
go  to  immediate  emancipation.  It  was  asked, 
what,  in  case  of  emancipation,  was  to  make 
these  negroes  work  }  He  would  ask,  what 
made  other  people  work?  and  he  would 
lay,  wages  and  free  labour.  Then  the  hon. 
member  for  Middlesex  brought  another  case 
before  the  House,  and  the  hon.  Member  had 
Slid  they  were  foolish  philanthropists  ;  that 
they  were  attending  to  a  minor  case  (a  case 
in  which  only  800,000  persons  were  con- 
cerned though)  ;  whereas,  said  that  hon. 
Member,  *'  I  tell  you  of  the  soldiers  of  this 
country,  and  the  punishment  which  thev 
receive."  Now  he  would  say,  that  of  all 
exaggerations  which  he  had  heard,  even 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman  himself,  the 
greatest  was  that  in  which  he  stated 
tbt  458,000  lashes  had  been  inflicted  in 
one  year. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  had  taken  his  inform- 
ation from  an  official  document;  and,  if 
the  assertion  he  had  made  was  incorrect, 
^Ij*  Return  was  the  source  of  the  error. 

Mr.  Fowell  Buxton  said,  if  the  hon.  Gen- 
^l^an  asserted  tliis  fact,  he  could  not 
^QCKtion  his  authority,  and  therefore  he 
(Mr.  Buxton)  must  be  wrong,  and  the  hon. 
Biember  for  Middlesex  must  be  right.  That 
Iwn.  Gentleman,  however,  thought  he  was 
proceeding  upon  a  general  principle  when 
ht  contended  for  the  abolition  of  flogging 


in  the  army,  stating,  that  one  in  seventy- 
nine  soldiers  were  flogged.  Even  allowing 
that  average  calculation  of  flogging  in  the 
army  to  be  correct,  what  would  the  hon. 
member  for  Middlesex  say  when  he  was  told 
that  on  an  average  one  in  three  of  the  negro 
slaves  was  floggol,  not  by  law,  but  often 
capriciously  and  alwavs  arbitrarily  ?  Yet  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said,  that  they  were 
*'  straining  at  gnats  and  swallowing  camels.'* 
Then  the  hon.  member  for  Essex  brought 
forward  his  proposition,  and  told  them,  that 
they  had  a  great  deal  of  well-meant  zeal 
amongst  them,  but  that  those  who  advocated 
the  abolition  of  slavery  wanted  understand, 
ing ;  and  the  hon.  Member  told  them  that 
if  they  had  gone  to  him  he  would  have  ad- 
vised them  tp  have  had  a  sprinkled  system 
of  slavery  and  freedom  throughout  the  West 
Indies ;  that  he  would  have  in  fact  slavery 
in  Jamaica,  and  free  labour  in  Trinidad. 

Mr.  Baring  had  said,  that,  as  it  was  ad- 
mitted, that  mis  was  an  experiment  and  a 
doubtful  one,  he  thought  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  try  its  success  partially ;  but  he 
had  never  contemplated  leaving  a  permanent 
state  of  slavery  in  any  one  of  the  islands. 

Mr.  Foweli  Buxton  had  never  supposed 
that  the  hon.  Member  could  imagine  a 
state  of  permanent  slavery.  But  he  had 
told  them  they  were  well  meaning  but 
foolish  men,  and  he  had  told  them  to  begin 
their  plan  at  Trinidad,  and  then  to  try  its 
success  upon  Jamaica.  But  Jamaica,  it 
was  clear,  was  on  the  eve  of  an  insurrec- 
tion, and  the  House  were  to  decide  whe« 
ther  the  slaves  there  should  be  emancipated 
by  the  ordinary  course  of  the  law  or  other- 
wise. The  hon.  member  for  Lancaster 
had  told  the  House  that  one  great  objec. 
tion  to  emancipating  the  slaves  was,  that 
when  they  should  be  emancipated  they 
would  not  work.  Now  he  would  proceed 
to  show,  that  the  slaves,  on  the  conttar}% 
when  free,  would  maintain  themselves  and 
their  families.  The  reason  why  they  did 
not  work  now  was,  because  they  were  not 
to  be  paid.  The  hon.  member  for  Essex, 
he  believed  said,  free  labour  was  cheaper 
than  slave  labour ;  at  least  the  member  for 
Lancaster  laid  down  that  principle  broadly, 
and  said,  free  labour  would  be  a  source  of 
as  much  advantage  to  the  master  as  to  the 
slave.  He  would,  therefore,  take  this  for 
granted.  They  said,  however,  that  the 
negro  was  incorrigible ;  that  he  could  not 
be  induced  to  work.  Now  in  answer  to 
this  he  would  mention  a  few  cases.  The 
first  he  should  take  was  that  alluded  to  the 
other  night  by  the  hon.  member  for  Mid- 
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dlesex,  of  the  negroes  on  the  Winkle  estatCi 
who  were  placed  under  the  directions  of 
Mr.  Wilberforce  and  Mr.  Stephen-  He 
admitted  that  these  negroes  had  been  in 
the  worst  state,  and  that  Mr.  Smith  and 
Mr.  Macaulay  did  everything  in  their 
power  for  their  amelioration.  And  here 
he  must  say,  that  if  the  negro  should  be 
emancipated  he  would  be  more  indebted  to 
Mr.  Macaulay  than  to  any  man  living. 
He  recollected  the  member  for  Middlesex 
coming  down  to  the  House  and  proposing 
that  these  very  slaves  should  be  sold  to 
defray  part  of  what  was  expended  uselessly 
upon  them^  and  also  because  they  were 
considered  a  nuisance^  and  that  they  set  a 
bad  example  to  the  non-liberated  negroes 
of  the  island.  He  admitted  one  portion  of 
the  statement,  that  they  cost  the  Govern- 
ment 15,000/.;  but  this  expense  was  in. 
curred  between  the  years  1820  and  1825j 
when  the  value  of  their  labour  was  so 
much  less.  Now  what  he  pomplained  of 
was,  that  the  hon.  Member  should  have 
confined  himself  to  this  exact  period,  and 
not  have  gone  further,  and  inquired  what 
had  hecJomQ  of  these  slaves  after  1 825  ? 
If  he  had  made  such  an  inquiry,  the 
answer  would  have  been,  that  they  were  in 
the  highest  state  of  every  species  of  im- 
provement. After  the  year  1825,  these 
negroes  were  placed  under  the  manage^ 
ment  of  an  officer  of  the  Crown,  Captain 
Gibbs.  That  officer  tried  the  experiment 
of  task-work  upon  the  negroes.  What  was 
the  effect  of  that  experiment  ?  The  effisct, 
according  to  Captsdn  Gibbs,  was,  that 
the  negroes,  working  by  task-worK,  per- 
formed more  labour  in  six  hours  than  they 
did  before  in  twelve.  But  this  was  not 
all.  Another  experiment  was  tried  upon 
them,  and  he  wished  hon.  Gentlemen  to 
pay  attention  to  what  was  the  result  of  it. 
Captain  Gibbs  said  to  these  negroes,  "  You 
shall  have  wages  for  half  your  time— for 
the  time  you  labour  above  your  six  hours' 
task- work."  This  ex])eriment  of  wages 
completely  succeeded,  and  Captain  Gibbs 
says,  that  a  more  industrious  body  of  men 
never  existed  than  these  negroes  since 
they  were  liberated  by  his  Majesty's  present 
Government.  He  said,  moreover,  and  he 
said  the  trath,  that  all  the  bad  prognostics 
with  respect  to  the  liberated  negroes  were 
completely  belied  in  the  present  instance. 
He  would  also  quote  the  reverend  Mr. 
Wray  as  an  authority,  to  show  that  these 
negroes,  who  were  formerly  upon  the 
point  of  being  sold  on  account  of  their  in. 
corrigible  indolence,  became  most  indus- 


trious, and  still  dwelt  ii^  the  same  houseSa 
and  cultivated  the  same  land  as  before; 
and  that  they  were  remarkable  but  for  one 
thing — for  their  extraordinary  industry. 
He  would  now  come  to  the  evidence  of  a 
gentleman  employed  in  the  West- Indies — 
to  that  of  a  manager  of  estates  in  those 
islands.  That  gentleman  (Mr.  Taylor) 
says,  ii\  his  evidence  before  the  Commons' 
and  Lords'  West-India  Committees  of  In. 
quiry,  that  he  gave  the  negroes,  on  one 
occasion,  a  remarkably  hard  piece  of  work 
to  perform,  which,  at  first,  either  they 
would  not,  or  could  not  accomplish.  In 
the  ordinary  way  he  found  that  it  was 
impossible  to  get  that  important  piece  of 
work  accompl^hed  by  them.  He  then 
said  to  the  negroes :  *^  When  you  have  ae* 
complished  this  work,  you  shall  go  and 
work  for  wages  in  the  field."  The  very 
next  morning,  before  the  dawn  of  day,  they 
were  in  the  field,  and  they  accompHshol 
the  task  imposed  upon  them,  and  which  it 
was  impossible  before  to  set  them  tu  do. 
They  accomplished  it  before  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  then  they  went  into 
the  fields  and  worked  for  waees,  and  this 
they  continued  to  do  eveiy  £iy  until  the 
whole  of  the  difficult  work  wa^  accomplish, 
ed.  This  was  a  fair  case  of  the  distinction 
between  slave  and  free  labour.  The  first 
day  slave  labour  was  tried,  and  but  little 
work  was  done ;  the  next  day  free  labour 
was  had  recourse  to,  and  then  the  task  was 
speedily  accomplished.  He  would  quote 
another  instance  :  it  was  taken  from 
the  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Sir  John  Car- 
michael  Smith  to  Lord  Goderich.  The 
despatch  stated  that  1 65  liberated  American 
negroes  were  wrecked  and  landed  at  the 
Bsmamas.  The  Council  at  first  feared 
that  so  large  a  body  of  freed  negroes 
thrown  and  let  loose  upon  those  islands 
would,  from  their  supposed  diaracter,  set 
a  bad  example  to  the  other  slaves  on  those 
islands.  It  was  scarcely  necessary  for  him 
to  trouble  the  House  with  details  to  show 
that  those  fears  were  not  realised,  par* 
ticularlyas  the  House  seemed  impatient, 
and  as  the  point  did  not  seem  to  merit  the 
right  hon.  secretary's  attention, 

Mr,  Stanley:  I  can  assure  the  boo. 
Gentleman  that  I  am  paying  every  atten. 
tion  to  the  point. 

Mr.  Buxton:  In  the  beginning,  the 
planters  ^id  a  great  deal  about  what  was 
to  be  feared  from  having  a  body  of  free 
and  reckless  negroes  mixed  up  with  those 
that  were  not  freed.  But  what  was  the 
next  account  of  them  ?     It  was  given  in 
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the  following  year  in  the  dispatch  before 
mentioned^  dftted  February  5th,  1 S32,  and 
addressed  to    Lord    Goderich.     It    said: 

*  Your  Lordship  will  be  glad  to  hear,  that 

*  the  l65  American  slaves  wrecked  recently 
'  upon  the  island  of   Abaco,   and  about 

*  whom  such  apprehensions  were  expressed 
*by  the  House  of  Assembly  of  these 
'  islands,  are  a  most  quiet,  industrious, 
'  and  orderly  race  of  people.  It  might 
'  have  been  reasonably  anticipated,  that  in 

*  such  a  number  of  labouring  people  some 
'  bad  characters  were  to  have  been  found. 
'  It  IS,  however,  a  fact  highly  to  their 
'  credit,  that  not  one  of  them  has  been 
'  brought  before  the  police  Magistrate,  or 

*  been  committed  to  the  gaol  or  workhouse. 
'  They  are  all  gaining  their  own  livelihood 
'  by  honest  industry,  and  upon  all  occasions 
'appear  contented  and  grateful/  Lord 
Goderich,  in  his  answer  to  the  above  de. 
spatchj  said^  '  I  have  perused  with  par- 
'  ticular  satisfaction  your  account  of  the 
**  l65  Americans  who  are  settled  upon  the 
'  island  of  Abaco.  The  success  which 
'  has  attended  this  measure  is  most 
'  creditable  to  your  exertions  in  forming 
'  the  settlement,  and  to  the  settlers 
'  whose  subsequent  conduct  you  have 
'  so  hi^y  extmled.'  Now,  he  maintain- 
ed that  all  this  was  what  would  follow 
generally  the  iipmediate  liberation  of 
the  daves.  There  was  another  case  he 
would  mention.  It  was  one  founded  on 
the  best  West-India  evidence — that  the 
slave,  however  he  might  work  or  not  work 
for  his  master,  was  very  industrious  when 
he  worked  for  himself.  Evidence  of  the 
same  description  was  given  forty  years  ago, 
in  answer  to  questions  from  Government, 
that  the  slave,  when  he  was  allowed  to 
work  in  the  afternoon  for  himself,  would 
do  more  work  in  that  portion-of  the  day, 
than  he  would  during  the  whole  day,  if  he 
laboured  for  his  master.  He  considered 
this  a  point  of  great  importance,  and  one 
duit  should  be  attended  to  by  Commission- 
ers sent  out  to  the  colonies  to  inquire  into 
the  character  of  the  negro.  The  slave,  on 
the  Saturday  morning,  when  he  worked 
for  bis  master,  would  be  found  by  htm 
idle ;  bat  on  the  Saturday  evening,  when 
he  worked  for  himself,  he  would  be  found 
yety  different  He  would  be  found  ex- 
tremely industrious,  and  that  he  extended 
his  labours  far  into  the  night ;  for  no  sooner 
was  the  sun  gone  down,  than  he  would  be 
found  carrying  thd  produce  of  his  toil  to 
market,  and  this,  too,  after  a  week  of  tro- 
pics! hriioar.    The  load  he  would  carry  on 


his  head  to  market,  would  be  heaviet  thaii 
that  which  any  planter  would  ask  of  hint 
to  bear.  He  stated  these  facts  on  the 
authority  of  Mr.  Wildman  and  Mr.  Scott, 
both  West-India  planters.  How  far  would 
the  House  suppose  the  negro  on  the  i)atur- 
day  night  carried  those  heavy  loads  ?  Why, 
ten,  twenty,  and  sometimes  thirty  miles. 
This  last  fact  he  stated  on  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Simpson,  a  West-India  planter.  Were 
this  the  result,  as  some  supposed,  of  neces- 
sity, or  from  hunger  ?  No  such  thing. 
This  was  distinctly  denied  by  the  witness. 
The  slave,  then,  it  appeared,  laboured  thus 
hard  to  procure,  not  food,  but  the  gratifica- 
tion of  artificial  wants.  The  load  that  no 
force,  no  fear  of  the  extremest  severity 
could  induce  him  to  lift,  the  ho|)e  of  gain, 
that  powerful  stimulus  to  men  even  in 
civilised  life,  and  the  desire  to  procure  for 
themselves  comforts  and  luxuries,  made 
them  cheerfully  lift  and  carry,  to  the 
astonishment  of  their  employers,  many 
miles.  Nay,  more,  it  was  in-  evidence  stated 
by  Mr.  Smith,  that  to  procure  these  luxu- 
ries through  the  medium  of  task  work  they 
wrought  so  hard  that  even  in  some  cases 
their  health  was  impaired  and  their  life 
endangered.  *'  But  (said  the  anti-abolition- 
ists)  the  negroes  are  too  careless,  too  waste- 
ful, and  don't  know  the  value  of  money 
enough  to  be  trusted  to  their  own  guid- 
ance." What,  said  Mr.  Shaw  ?  "  No  one 
was  more  aware  of  that  value  than  the 
negroes."  Another  alleged,  "  Oh,  the  negro 
is  so  extremely  stupid."  What  said  the 
witnesses  one  and  all.  Captain  Williams, 
Mr.  Shand,  and  Mr.  Wildman  ?  Why  this 
— that  the  negro  can  generally  drive  a 
better  bargain  than  his  master.  But  was 
any  of  all  this  evidence  new  ?  Was  it  not 
in  evidence  forty  years  ago,  that  the  negroes 
were  most  alarmingly  given  to  luxurious 
living  and  showy  dress  ?  The  answer  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  Grenada 
to  the  queries  sent  out  by  the  Privy  Coun. 
cil  was,  that  they  were  so  much  given  to 
excess  in  these  particulars,  as  to  create 
often  alarm  in  the  white  population  as  to 
the  consequences.  But  to  return  to  later 
times.  On  an  examination  by  a  Committee, 
when  the  brother-in-law  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Middlesex  was  present,  the  evidence 
laid  before  it  was,  that  the  practice  of  giv- 
ing balls  on  all  the  estates  profiled,  when 
they  regaled  themselves  with  roast  pig^ 
roast  fowl,  and  caper  sauce,  fruit,  rum, 
claret,  sugar  candy,  syrups,  as  much  as 
they  chose  to  consume ;  that  they  danced 
and  enjoyed  themselves  till  morning,  during 
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fifteen  or  seventeen  hours ;  and  the  women 
changed  their  dress  as  often  sometimes  as 
thrice  in  the  course  of  the  night,  wearing 
ear^ngs,  hraoelcts,  necldaoes^  and  made  a 
multiplied  use,  no  douht  to  show  their 
taste  for  elegant  life^  of  the  articles,  shoes 
and  stockings.  If  Uiey  were  so  disposed^ 
why  ought  we  to  despair  of  the  negro  har. 
ing  enough  desire  to  acquire  now  not  only 
necessary  articles,  hut  luxuries  and  oma* 
ments  by  hi»  labour^  if  free?  As  well 
might  it  be  questioned  that  an  engineer 
who  could  calculate  the  force  of  one  engine 
and  of  another  separately,  would  not  be 
ablo  to  tell  the  sum  of  both  forces  put 
together,  as  that  the  negro's  industry 
should  not  be  valuable  in  proportion  to  the 
new  stimulant  thus  given  to  his  exertion. 
When  the  man  would  thus  work  till  night 
and  through  the  dead  of  nighty  so  as  to 
endanger  liis  life  sometimes  from  his  excr^ 
tion,  was  it  improbable  that  if  they  gave 
him  hope,  that  stimulus  with  which  he  was 
now  so  little  aoijuainted,  that  they  must 
restrain  the  stupid  negro  lest  he  should 
work  himself  to  death.  Observe  the  effect 
of  the  present  motive— the  power  of  fear ; 
under  its  impulse,  the  load  described  by  the 
witness  aUuded  to,  was  too  heavy  to  lift> 
and  more  extraordinary,  too  heavy  for  his 
master  to  think  he  ought  to  bear ;  under 
the  new  power^  or  new  motiv^^that  of 
hope — ^he  lifts  it  without  complaint— >nay, 
carries  it  for  miles  I  Thus  all  tlie  week 
working  for  the  masteri  he  is  a  sluggard, 
because  without  wages->-whiUt  on  Satur* 
day  afternoon  he  is  quite  active^  and  per. 
forms  giant  feats  of  strength.  Why  ? 
because  he  toils  for  recompense.  It  was 
the  wondrous  power,  the  enUvening  influ- 
enoe  of  hope  which  carried  the  cnorts  of 
the  body  along  with  the  yearnings  of  the 
mind.  So  thought  the  great  authority  on 
these  subjects  (Mr.  Burke)  who  said  "  Not 
only  will  you  command,  by  the  slave's 
emancipation,  the  sinews  and  bodily 
strength  of  the  man,  but  you  will  have  an 
influence  over  the  mind,  which»  believe  me, 
goes  a  great  way  in  things  of  this  kind/' 
But  he  would  quote,  in  corroboration  of  his 
opinion,  the  statement  of  a  statesman  as 
high  as  the  last  mentioned  light  of  the 
Senate,  he  meant  Mr.  Pitt,  who  stated  his 
conviction  that  **  the  condition  of  the  slave 
deprived  him  of  the  motives,  and  degraded 
him  from  the  high  and  independent  feelings 
of  mankind,  and,  by  placing  him  in  tiiue 
order  of  brutes,  rendered  him  the  lowest  of 
the  human  spedes."  It  was,  therefore, 
upon  the  whole,  dear  that,  iaproportioa  m 


the  negro  felt  he  was  to  receive  hia  equiva- 
lent personally  for  his  labour,  thel  lafaoitr 
was  the  more  productive*  As  to  the  qoea- 
tion  of  the  dave  being  i^pointed  for  twelve 
years,  or  even  a  shorter  period, ^he  felt  the 
greatest  objection  to  it,  because  he  odd. 
sidered  it  nothing  more  than  a  eoDtiiiua. 
tion  of  slavery  for  so  long.  This  the 
Government,  however,  denied.  If  it  were 
not,  what  was  it,  or  why  not  abolish  the 
oontinuanoe  of  this  subjugatiaii  altogether? 
The  cart-whip,  he  could  understand  as  a 
powciv--4M  a  stimulus  to  labour— so  ooiild 
he  comprehend  the  inducement  of  wages. 
But  if  he  understood  the  principle  ai  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  measure,  it  was 
neither  whip  nor  wages.  What  was  to  be. 
come  of  the  n^ro  in  hia  new  stat^— who 
had  neither  foar  nor  hope  as  his  molive? 
How  was  the  master  to  obtain  hia  Ubour, 
when  both  these  strong  induoementa  were 
put  out  of  sight.  This  was  a  principle,  he 
confessed,  after  the  evidence  they  bed  had, 
he  could  not  understand*  If  ho  could,  it 
would,  he  assured  the  right  hotu  Gentle- 
man, have  given  him  ple&wie,  as  it  was 
not  his  wish  to  thwart  unueceieartly  the 
objects  of  Government  in  the  piopoesd 
change  of  system.  As  he  was  ihoroughljr 
convinced  that  there  would  be  plenty  oiP 
labour  when  there  were  wages  and  fair 
remuneration  for  it,  he  was  disposed  to 
show  his  sense  of  the  third  resolution  at 
once;  and,  without  manifesting  thereby 
any  fixed  opposition  to  Government  io  this 
instance,  he  should  attempt  by  his  vote  to 
put  a  negative  upon  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Frankland  Lervis  said,  that  the  high 
tone,  a  tone  by  no  means  beoottiiag  on  such 
a  subject,  which  pervaded  the  hoo.  Menu 
ber's  speech,  was  calculated  to  disoounge 
other  hon.  Members  from  expresaing  their 
individual  opinions  with  regard  to  it.  Hia 
Majesty's  Government  justly  spoka  with 
authority  upon  the  matter,  but  the  hon. 
Member  with  an  cJC'-calhtdra  tone  which 
only  accident  had  given  him,  said  *'  We 
think  so  and  so;  his  Majesty's  Government 
may  hold  one  opinion,  but  we  hold  aoother," 
and  he  lectured  the  hon.  member  for  Eaaex 
for  presumingto  give  them  his  advioe,  and  he 
also  lectured  die  hon.  member  for  Middlesex, 
whose  labours  he  honoured,  though  he  could 
not  often  agree  with  him  in  his  ofajeeta* 
He  would  not  ihus  early  have  solieited  the 
attention  of  the  Committee,  but  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  showing  the  hen.  member  for  Wejr. 
mouth,  that  even  00  humUe  an  individuel 
as  he  was,  was  not  to  be  deterred  hf  the 
tooe  whidi  that  hon*  Member  bold  tarn 
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tlailiig  flettrleftlj  and  openly  his  sentiments 
upon  thk  ftubjoct.  He  wflu  anxious,  then, 
to  8lBte>thst  having  listened  with  attention 
to  the  speech  of  thtu  hon.  Member,  from  the 
befpnning  to  the  end  of  it,  he  must  say, 
that  ^  Son.  Member  had  altogether  faiied 
to  vemove  those  doubts  which,  in  his  mind, 
aorrouilded  this  gigantic  question.  He  was 
fine  of  those  who  had  listened  with  anxiety 
and  with  the  early  dawnings  of  hope  to 
the  oriefarated  speech  delivered  by  the  late 
Mr.  Canning  on  this  subject.  He  had  then 
hoped,  that  by  perseverance  and  prudence 
the  great  object  might  have  been  accom- 
plished of  establishing  under  the  dominion 
of  the  King  of  Britain,  that  which  the 
hktosy  of  the  world  did  not  as  yet  record 
«— a  civilised  community  of  a  negro  popu. 
latioa.  The  hon.  member  for  Weymouth 
ooald  not  produce  the  lecords  of  the  exist* 
ence  ef  any  such  community  throughout 
the  whole  of  Africa,  and  it  was  a  remark- 
able fiut,  demonstrated  from  the  remains 
left  to  us  of  the  early  temples  of  the  Egypt- 
ians;, tliat  the  civiUsod  inhabitants  there 
wcve  long-haired,  while  the  woolly-hcadcd 
negiDea  were  a  degraded  caste.  He  had 
hstened  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
nvith  great  attention  to  perceive  what  de- 
gree of  ultimate  civilisation  it  would  be 
poflBifale>  in  his  opinion,  to  give  to  the 
negroes*  with  a  view  to  the  accomplishment 
of  the  great  end  he  had  already  mentioned 
-^namely,  the  establishment  of  a  dvilised 
eomnmBity  of  negroes,  but  he  bad  heard 
nothing  satisfactory  on  that  point  from  the 
hon.  Member.  He  certainly  came  to  the 
eondiision  which  the  hon.  Member  seemed 
to  have  come  to,  that  the  cultivation  of 
sugar  would  not  be  continued  under  a  sys» 
ten  of  free  labour.  The  great  difficulty, 
in  hia  mind,  under  such  a  system  would  be, 
how  they  oonld  get  the  negroes  to  work 
with  the  hoe  digging  in  the  fields  for 
wages,  or  how  they  would  ever  hope  to 
have  an  amount  of  sugar  produced  sufficient 
lo  meet  die  enormous  demand  of  this  ooun« 
try.  That  was  the  great  point  of  difficulty 
— ^  diAealty,  by  the  way,  which  the  hon. 
Member  hsid  not  got  over.  When  Mr. 
CamMBg  tint  decided  on  the  emancipation 
of  the  slaves,  that  hod  inspirad  him  with 
hopea»  that  in  a  certain  time  that  great  ol^ 
jcea  would  be  effected ;  and  when  his  Ma* 
jesly^s  Ministen  now  pcopoaed  that  eoHinci- 
patMHi,  he  was  ready  to  give  his  support  to 
the  prineiple  of  the  plan.  Hewasnotone 
^  tme  who  placed  imfdicit  ooafidenoe  in 
Miidate0;  he  supported  them  with  plea. 
ive.wlMB  ho  eoiddi  hut  ivhan  ha  fbuad 


it  his  duty,  he  had  never  any  hesitation  in 
opposing  them.     As  the  slaves  must  now 
be    emancipated,  the  responsibility  must 
rest  with  his  Majesty's  Ministcns  of  cany- 
ing  the  details  of  the  measure  into  eficct. 
He  therefore  gave  them  liis  support  as  a 
matter  of  coiiAdence,  for  though  be  i)ad 
many  faults  to  find  in  detail  with  the 
mode  of  bringbg  about  that  important  oh. 
ject-*-the  emancipation  of  the  slav&— he 
did  not  think  that  they  were  sufficient  to 
justify  any  man  in  placing  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  Ministers  in  carrying  them  into 
efiect.     He  feared,  that  the  plan  would  fail 
in  its  details,  but  be,  for  one,  would  throw 
no  impediments  in  the  way  of  its  success* 
It  was  said  by  the  hon.  member  for  Wey- 
mouth and  others,  that  if  the  consequence 
of  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  should  be, 
that  sugar  would  not  be  cultivated,  the 
slaves,  at  all  events,  would  be  placed  in  a 
happier  and  better  state.     Uut  they  should 
not  conGnc  their  views  solely  to  the  slaves 
in  the  colonies  connected  widi  this  coun<« 
try — ^they  should  look  a  little  further,  and 
at  any  rate  they  shuuld  not  conceal  from 
themselves  this  plain  fact,  that  if,  under  a 
system  of  free  labour  and  wages,  a  supply 
of  sugar  should  not  be  raised  in  our  culonies 
sufficient  to  meet  the  demand  of  this  coun- 
try,  the  eilect  would  be  the  extension  of 
slavery  in  colonics  where  the  British  Legis-> 
lature  could  not  step  in  with  their  humane 
regulations  to   alleviate  its  evils.     There 
would,  undoubtedly,  be  a  supply  of  sugar 
raised  proportionate  to  the  demand  for  it  in 
this  country,  and  if  our  own  colonics  did 
not  produce  sufficient,  it  would  be  supplied 
from  the  colonies  or  dominions  of  some 
other  state,  at  the  expense  of  the  negro 
population  employed  there.     If  the  culti* 
vation  of  sugar  could  be  ensured  under  a 
system  of  free  labour,  he  did  not  sec  the 
necessity  of  the  system'  of  S4iprcnticeship ; 
and  if  apprenticeship  was  necessary,  he  did 
not  see  now  they  would  be  able  to  get  the 
planters  to  carry  the  thing  into  effect.     If, 
for  instance,  a  planter  should  get  30,000^ 
as  compensation  for  an  estate  valued  at 
40,000^,  was  he  not  very  likely  to  bid  good^ 
bye  to  the  plantation  altogether  ?  And  then 
let  the  House  see  the  state  in  which  the 
colonies  and  the  country  would  be  placed* 
He  had  stated  these  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  carrying  into  efl^  the  details  of  the 
measure,  but  at  the  same  time  he  would 
vote  for  the  {irinciple  of  it. 

Mr.  HiU  said,  that  as  to  the  immediate 
enunoipation  of  the  negroes,  he  would 
hooeatly  airow,  that  he  had  Hi  Ihegieahi 
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est  difficulty  m  the  consideration  d  that 
subject,  for  though  he  had  approached  it 
under  the  impression  that,  as  slavery  left 
its  marks  not  only  on  the  body  but  on  the 
mind,  some  preliminary  steps  were  required 
previous  to  the  complete  emancipation  of 
the  negroes,  yet,  on  further  consideration, 
he  found  that  gradual  emancipation  had  to 
the  full  extent  its  dangers  as  well  as  im- 
mediate emancipation,  and  that>  in  fact,  the 
subject  was  surrounded  with  dangers  on  all 
sides.  The  only  way,  then^  tliat  they  had 
of  extricating  themselves  from  the  difficul. 
ties  with  which  they  were  surrounded  was 
to  go  into  some  unknown  and  untried  path. 
He  thought,  that  the  hon.  member  for 
Weymouth  had  shown  satisfactorily  that 
steps  might  be  taken  for  the  immediate 
emancipation  of  the  negroes.  He  did  not 
see  how  the  plan  proposed  in  the  present 
Resolution  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  be  carried  into  effect.  Under  it  the 
negroes  would  be  too  much  freemen  to  be 
coerced  as  slaves^  and  they  would  be  too 
fnuch  slaves  to  be  actuated  by  the  motives 
that  actuated  freemen.  If  his  learned  friend 
Sir  Charles  Wetherell  were  then  in  the 
House^  he  was  sure  that  he  would  chaiBC- 
tenze  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man as  a  teriium  quid  between  slavery  and 
freedom,  and  for  his  part  he  feared,  that 
there  would  be  more  of  slavery  than  free* 
dom  in  it.  The  lessons  furnished  by  the 
revolutions  in  St.  Domingo  and  Guada- 
loupe,  he  contended,  in  opposition  to  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  who  had  referred  to 
those  cases  on  a  preceding  evening,  should 
be  lessons  to  the  whites,  not  to  the  blacks, 
they  should  be  lessons  also  to  the  colonists, 
by  which  he  trusted  they  would  profit. 
All  the  writers  on  the  subject  agreed,  that 
all  the  disasters  which  arose  in  St.  Domingo 
had  their  origin  in  the  suspicions,  preju- 
dices^ and  cruelty  of  the  whites.  The  same 
was  the  case  at  Guadaloupe.  Referring  to 
the  question  before  the  House^  he  observed, 
that  the  slave-owners  in  his  opinion,  had 
no  light  to  claim  compensation  for  what 
they  called  their  property  in  their  slaves, 
and  if  this  country  happened  to  be  in  a 
situation  which  rendered  it  unable  to  give 
them  a  farthing  in  the  way  of  compensa- 
tion, it  would  be  still  a  great  and  impera- 
tive duty  to  emancipate  the  slaves.  If 
slaves  could  be  considered  as  property,  the 
slave  owner  would  be  entitled  not  to  some 
compensation,  but  to  complete  compensation 
tor  their  utmost  value.  He  would  main. 
tain,  however,  that  slaves  could  not  be  con* 
sidered  as  pcopexty.    The  slavc«awner'6 


argument  was,  **  These  Hien  are  iny  pro- 
perty. I  have  reared  them  as  I  have  my 
horses  and  my  cattle,  and  I  bought  tkeir 
parents."  In  other  woids, "  I  have  paid  iboae 
who  stole  them  from  their  native  aonl^"  llie 
argument  of  the  slave,  on  the  other  liand^ 
was  this,  *^  I  claim  a  property  in  mj  own 
labour,  while  this  man,  with  the  pioduee 
of  my  toil  in  his  purse,  still  aeoiEa  for  fui^ 
ther  compensation."  He  was  not,  however, 
altogether  opposed  to  compensaticm,  for 
when  any  class  of  his  Majesty's  subjects 
were  overtaken  by  calamity,  he  thought 
the  other  classes  were  bound  to  step  forwazd 
in  their  behalf ;  and  as  a  principle  (»  charity, 
therefore,  rather  than  as  a  prmdiiile  of 
justice,  he  would  consent  to  oompenflation, 
although  he  thought  it  wouhi  he  better  to 
wait  and  see  if  the  predicated  misfortunes 
would  fall  upon  the  planten  before  that 
compen^tion  was  affiirded.  The  amount 
of  the  distress  should  at  least  be  asoertain- 
ed  before  the  amount  of  oompenaation 
could  be  determined*  Though  he  diaacreed 
with  some  parts  of  the  plan  of  his  Mi^es- 
ty's  Ministers,  he  could  not  but  think,  that 
they  honestly  and  fearlessly  grappled  with 
the  difficulties  in  their  way ;  and  if  they  did 
not  exactly  meet  his  views  on  the  subject, 
still  he  thought  that  too  much  praias  could 
not  be  given  to  men  who  had  rendered  it 
impossible  for  slavery  any  longer  to  exist 
in  our  cobnies.  He  thanked  hu  Majesty's 
Ministers  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  for 
the  great  service  they  had  rendered  to  the 
cause  of  emancipation. 

Mr.  Marryattt  being  connected  with  the 
West-Indies,  heartily  wished  for  email- 
cipation,  if  it  could  be  accomplished*  The 
question  had  formerly  been  taken  up  hj  a 
party  careless  and  even  reckless  of  what 
evils  they  might  inflict.  It  had  now  as- 
sumed a  different  aspect.  It  was  in  the 
hands  of  a  Government  responsible  for  its 
consequences.  The  previous  vote  of  the 
Committee  had  narrowed  the  question  to 
the  best  means  of  accomplishing  the  object 
which  must  be  kept  in  view — ^naasely,  the 
welfare  of  the  slave,  joined  with  the  con- 
tinuation of  sugar  i»iltivation»  By  that 
alone  could  the  interests  of  the  propnetors, 
and  the  safety  of  the  colonies,  beeoeetually 
secured*  Immediate  emancipation,  with  a 
system  of  wases  as  proposed  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Weymouth,  was  not  calculated 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  slave;  it  was 
indispensable,  also,  for  the  suceess  of  the 
measure,  that  he  should  he  for  a  time 
attached  to  the  soil,  and  placed  under 
InstEsiat.    HeputittotheHotts^^wb^iier 


fi29       Mitmttrial  Planfcr  the        {Joke  10}  AboUium  of  Slavery. 


530 


llie  iloUiftil  and  degraded  state  of  the 
poputaticm  in  St  'Doming  was  desirable, 
or  one  to  which  it  would  wish  to  reduce  our 
siaYC  eokmiea  by  immediate  emancipation. 
The  hon#  member  far  St*  Alban  a  had  said 
much  of  the  happy  state  of  the. slaves  in 
the  Spanish  colomes,  and  the  dtcumstance 
of  augptr  being  cultivated  by  fiiee  labour ; 
but  he  had  omitted  to  speak  of  their  moral 
and  fdigunis  state,  the  result  of  the  absence 
of  all  natndnt ;  and  he  would  supply  the 
deficiency  by  a  quotation  from  the  hon. 
Genikmaii's  work  on  Mexico.  He  said: 
'  But  whether  freedom  will  have  the  effect 

*  of  railing  the  labourer  in  the  scale  of 
'  civilisation,  is  a  question  which  I  cannot 

*  fnetend  to  decide.  It  is  much  to  be 
'  deaixed  certainly ;  for  a  more  debauched, 
'  ignocanty  and  barbarous  race  than  the 
'  pieaent  inhabitants  of  the  sugar  districts, 

*  It  is  impossible  to  conceive.     They  seem 

*  to  have  engrafted  the  wild  passions  of  the 
'  n^ro  upon  the  cunning  and  suspicious 
'  dmraeter  of  the  Indian,  and  are  noted  for 
'  their  ferocity,  vindictiveness,  and  attach- 

*  meat  to  qnrituoos  liquors.    When  not  at 

*  work  they  are  constantly  drunk,  and  as 

*  they  have  little  or  no  sense  of  religious 
'  and  moral  duties,  there  is  but  a  slender 
'  chance  of  amendment.'  The  examples  of 
Gaodaloope  and  Hayti  had  been  adduced 
in  the  course  of  this  debate,  by  Gentlemen 
holding  opposite  opinions,  for  the  purpose 
of  enforcing  their  respective  arguments. 
That  of  Cayenne,  where  the  experiment  of 
immediate  emancipation  bad  been  tried 
nader  very  favourable  circumstances,  he 
woold  dte  to  the  House ;  and  this  would 
dearly  prove  the  necesdty  of  preparing  the 
negio  for  freedom,  by  an  intermediate  state 
of  constraint.  He  would  quote  a  passage 
on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Haney,  who  went 
to  Cayenne  after  the  peace  of  Amiens.  He 
said: — ^^  In  the  year  17999  the  slaves  in 

*  the  French  colony  of  Cayenne  were  de- 
'  dared  free  by  a  decree  of  the  National 
'  Convention,  and  instructions  were  sent 
'  out  to  Victor  Hugo,  the  governor,  for 
'  their  immediate  emandpation.  The  whole 
'  nnmber  of  slaves  then  amoimted  to  about 

*  11,000,  of  whom  between  4,000  and 
'  5,000  vrere  persuaded  to  continue  on  the 
'  plantBtiims  on  which  they  had  bekmged 
'  aa  hired  labourers;  the  remainder  refused 
'  to  work,  and  the  greater  part  of  them 
'  VBKirtedtothetown.  Those  who  remained 
'  on  the  estates  woriced  by  iiu  and  starts, 
'  accotding  to  iSke  dictates  of  their  own 

*  inpt'MDea ;  so  that  the  planter,  after  having 
^'hflODnt  thamnienie  ci  fcoliwg  and  weedinir 


his  canes,  had  no  certainty  of  being  aUe 
to  take  off  his  crop.  Each  negro  was 
paid  wages  for  his  labour  every  decade. 
When  any  of  them  fdl  sick,  they  were 
left  to  live  or  die  as  they  might ;  "»*?^ifal 
aid  was  not  to  be  procui^;  for  the 
professional  men,  who  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  attending  the  estates,  being  no 
longer  paid  by  the  proprietors,  under  this 
new  system,  left  the  colony  to  seek  their 
bread  dsewhere.  The  aged  and  infirm 
n^roes  had  no  resources  but  the  charity 
of  their  former  roasters,  whose  distress 
soon  became  so  great,  as  to  deprive  them 
of  the  means  of  relieving  the  wants  of 
others,  and  they,  consequently,  perished 
in  great  numbm.  Those  who  resorted 
to  the  town  lived  in  a  most  disorderly 
and  dissolute  manner;  more  than  forty 
biUiard-tables  were  set  up,  toother  with 
grog-shops  in  abundance;  ganung,  drunk- 
enness, robbery,  housebr^dung,  and  all 
kinds  of  enormities,  were  practised  to 
such  an  extent,  that  Courts-martial— -the 
only  tribunals  then  in  force — ^were  held 
almost  every  day,  and  executions  were 
continually  taking  fdace.  Nothing  but 
the  strength  of  the  French  garrison,  and 
the  system  of  terror  maintained  by  Victor 
Hugo,  kept  the  negroes  so  far  in  awe,  as 
to  save  the  white  inhabitants  from  ex* 
termination.  After  the  colony  had  re. 
mained  in  this  state  for  nearly  two  years, 
the  old  order  of  things  was  restored 
by  the  French  consular  government,  and 
the  negroes  were  remanded  bad[  as  slaves 
to  their  respective  estates.  A  new  census 
was  then  taken,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  the  negro  population  was  reduced  to 
8J0O,  2,300  of  them  having  actually 
perished  in  that  short  space  of  time.'  In 
arming  against  immediate  and  uncon- 
ditional emandpation,  as  proposed  by  the 
hon.  member  for  Weymouth,  he  was  not 
giving  his  concurrence  to  the  plan  of 
apprenticeship  proposed  by  the  Government. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  commit  himself,  or 
the  Legislature  of  Ghrenada,  to  any  specific 
plan.  He  concdved  that  every  detail  ought 
to  be  settled  by  the  colonists,  who  possessed 
the  necessary  local  experience,  and  were 
best  qualified  to  judge  of  the  means  of 
carrying  the  Resolutions  into  effect.  He 
r^;retted,  that  the  right  hon.  Secretary  had, 
unadvisedly,  by  a  former  speech,  raised  up 
difficulties  in  those  quarters  which  he  would 
find  it  difficult  to  overcome.  Bearding 
compensation,  though  he  concdved  it  might 
be  a  Question,  wheUier,  as  between  master 
and  slave,  there  existed  an  equitabla  claim  j 
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jBt  no  doubt  oould  exist  that,  as  between 
the  Britiiih  nation  and  the  planter,  full 
indcsmnitv  was  justly  due  for  any  loss 
which  migfat  be  occasioned  by  this  measure. 
CompensBiion  was  the  key^stone  of  the 
plan ;  without  it  the  measure  must  be  a 
oomplete  failure;  widiout  it  theconconenoe, 
neidier  of  the  WesNitidian  here,  nor  the  Le- 
gislatures in  the  colonies,  oould  be  expeotad ; 
and  if  the  West-India  merchants  refused  to 
incur  the  risk  of  sending  out  the  usual 
supplies,  and  chartering  the  vessels,  the 
whole  of  the  colonies  would  be  thrown 
into  a  state  of  embafrrassment  and  distress 
which  roust  prevent  the  plan  from  working 
welL 

Mr.  Rigby  Wason  began  by  referring  to 
'  the  question  of  oompensationy  to  which  he 
deeliued  himself  opposed,  because,  if  money 
wexe  given  to  the  planters,  it  would  be 
lost,  without  the  object  in  view  being 
attained.  It  was  useless  to  disguise  the 
fact ;  but  he  and  every  man  knew,  that  the 
great  mass  of  the  West-India  estates  were 
mortgaged  for  more  than  they  were  worth ; 
and  if  they  gave  money  to  the  planters, 
it  would  only  go  to  redeem  thdr  estates. 

Lord  AUhorp  rose  to  order.  The  hon. 
Member  was  ^leaking  to  the  question  of 
compensation,  which  was  not  the  subject 
before  the  Committee,  and  would  be  dis- 
cussed hereafter. 

Mr.  Rigby  Waton  would  not  then  pur- 
sue that  topic ;  and  would  confine  himself 
to  the  Rem^ution  before  the  Committee. 
He  would  declare  himself  decidedly  in 
favour  of  gradual  emancipation.  He  con- 
ceived it  possible  to  confine  the  negroes  to 
the  estates,  and  give  them  adequate  wages 
and  food.  How  that  was  to  be  done  was 
the  principal  question ;  and  if  that  could  be 
done,  it  would  get  rid  of  many  objections. 
There  must  be,  he  admitted,  some  stimulus 
to  labour,  after  the  use  of  the  whip  was 
done  away;  and  what  could  that  be  but 
adequate  wages  ?  It  oould  not  be  expected 
that  the  negroes  should  labour  without 
wages;  and  the  point  of  difficulty  was, 
whether  the  planters  would  have  the  means 
of  piying  them,  and  it  had  been  said  they 
would  not,  because  the  planten  at  present 
had  no  profits,  and  wages  must  be  in 
proportion  to  profits.  This  he  denied. 
Wages  were  not  regulated  by  profits  in  the 
manufactures  of  tUs  oount^,  nor  in  any 
part  of  the  world.  They  were  regulated 
by  another  principle.  The  test  or  role  for 
wages  was,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  in  all 
oaaes^  and  in  all  countries,  die  maintenance 
of  tbe  labonrer  ;  and  what  woold  suppoct 


him  determined  his  money  wages.  The 
planter  would  only  have  to  poy  what  was 
necessary  to  support  the  ncgraes.  The 
wages  of  labour  would  be  regulated  afWr 
that  by  the  demand;  and  the  next  question 
to  be  answered  was,  whether  the  supply  of 
labour  was  equal  to  the  demand  ?  But  it 
was  a  fact,  well  known  to  every  man,  Ciiat 
the  islands  were  now  cultivated ;  and 
though  the  slaves  were  maintained  through 
the  whole  year,  they  did  not  labmir  above 
four  months ;  at  least  four  monthi^  labour 
sufficed  for  the  cultivation*  Labour  then 
was  abundant  in  the  West-Indies*  If  more 
than  what  was  now  in  demand  were  not 
required,  there  was  in  the  islands  at  least 
double  the  quantity  of  labour  required. 
The  planters,  he  must  admit,  would  require 
asststanoe  to  pay  their  labourers,  because 
money,  particuiarly  silver  money,  was 
extremely  scarce  in  the  idands.  Not  to 
give  them  assktance  while  they  were  ex- 
posed to  all  the  risk,  would  be  unfair  and 
unjust.  The  plan  he  had  suggested  would 
obviate  this  difficulty.  He  would  make 
the  negro  a  party  to  his  own  emancipation. 
He  would  tell  him  that  he  should  be 
free  at  the  end  of  a  certain  period,  if 
he  would  apply  himself  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  estate,  for  which  he  should  get  good 
and  adequate  wages,  and  should  afterwards 
be  set  entirely  free.  The  rate  of  wages  to 
which  they  were  to  be  entitled,  nould 
be  determined  by  an  officer  sent  fhnn  this 
country,  ^who  should  have  an  unlimited 
control  on  this  subject,  and  who  oould 
have  no  motives  for  doing  other  than 
justice  between  the  two  {larties.  He  should 
then  be  disposed  to  give  the  planters  an 
annual  assistance,  and  he  believed  they 
would  require  that.  He  had  not  before 
broached  his  views  on  the  subject,  because 
he  hod  waited  for  the  returns,  and  be  now 
saw  that  the  Government  had  proposed 
such  a  plan  to  the  West- Indians,  and  the 
West-Indians  had  decidedly  and  strongly 
objected  to  it.  Before  sitting  down  he 
must  say,  that  he  thoufffat  the  hon.  BMsmber 
for  Weymouth  extremny  wrong  in  opposing 
the  Renlution  of  the  Government  without 
taking  on  himsdf  the  risk  and  responsibility 
of  suggesting  any  other  plan.  He  thought 
that  the  hon.  member  for  Wejrmouth  dmald 
have  proposed  a  sdiemc  of  Us  own,  and  as 
that  boo.  Member  had  not  done  so,  he 
thought  it  right  to  Uupow  out  hia  sug- 
gestion for  the  conddention  of  the  Hoaae« 
Mr.  Skmeif  observed,  that  he  had  never 
in  his  parliamentary  expctienee  appraadied 
the  dianisiion  of  a  quastioa  of  iuoh 
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inportuioe  ai  the  present*  He  was  happy 
to  adcnowledge  that  they  were  all  now 
agnMsd  that  slaveiy  must  he  abolished; 
they  only  differed  as  to  the  mode  of  carry, 
inff  the  abolition  into  effect*  He  was  of 
d|nniaD  that  they  ought  to  look  at  the  mode 
chiefly  as  it  would  sSfect  the  welfare  of  the 
8kve»  nol  disiegardingy  however,  the  wel* 
fare  of  the  planters^  nor  disregarding  the 
weliaie  of  the  manufacturers  and  shipping 
interest  of  this  country  connected  widi  the 
oolooiesy  which  were  of  great  importance. 
He  wasfaremancipati<m»  but  emancipation 
to  be  successful  for  the  negroes  themselTes, 
must  not  be  carried  into  effect  without  pre* 
Tious  piepantion.  If  they  attemped  to 
aooorapliah  it  without  preparation,  they 
would  not  succeed  in  the  nMe  object  they 
had  in  view.  It  was  proper,  in  considering 
such  aqnestioni  to  remember  what  were 
the  motives  which  operated  on  the  labour- 
ers of  civilised  countries*  They  laboured 
in  ofder  to  obtain,  first  the  necessaries,  then 
the  eoroforts,  and  afterwards  the  luxuries 
of  life.  They  were  stimulated  to  greater 
labour  than  was  necessary  for  the  support 
of  life«  in  order  to  enjoy  those  luxuries 
whidi  the  habits  and  customs  of  the 
eountiy  required.  What  customs  and 
habits  prevailed  in  that  class  of  men  whose 
condition  was  under  discussion,  which 
should  induce  them  to  labour  to  obtain  the 
Iiixofiea  the  people  of  Europe  required?  If, 
indeed,  there  was  a  difference  of  condition 
among  the  negroes-^if  there  were  degrees 
c^  condition  which  might  be  called  steps 
toward  civilisataon,  there  might  be  some 
hopes  that  the  experiment  of  a  speedy 
emaacipatioii  might  be  tried  with  success. 
Aaon^  the  nwoes  there  was  nothing  of 
that  kind.  Au  these  were  clothed  alil»— 
all  were  fed  alike,  and  among  them  there 
was  none  of  that  distinction  which  was  the 
stimulus  to  exertion  in  civilised  sodety. 
The  negroes  were  not,  however,  destitute 
f»f  that  q>ring  of  ambition  which  belonged 
to  other  people.  They  were  desirous,  bke 
other  peo^^  of  rising  in  the  world.  To 
make  them  labour,  and  give  them  a  taste  for 
luxuries  and  eomforts,  they  must  be  grsdu* 
ally  emancipated,  and  gradually  taught  to 
desire  those  objects  whidi  could  be  attained 
by  luramn  labour.  There  was  a  regular 
progress  from  the  possession  of  necessaries 
to  the  desiie  for  luxuries ;  and  what  once 
were  luxuries^  gradually  came,  among  all 
daases  and  coomtiona  of  men,  to  be  neces. 
ssiiesu  This  was  the  sort  of  progress  the 
nsgRMB  had  to  go  through  tad  this  was 
themeteCedumiaen  to  which  they  ought 


to  be  subject  in  tlieir  period  of  probation. 
They  must  be  educated  id  habits  of  in- 
dustry by  increasing  their  wants.  If  they 
were  to  be  suddenly  let  loose  without  that 
sort  of  education,  he  was  afraid  they  would 
only  indulge  their  love  for  pernicious  be- 
verage**^that  they  would  be  morally  de» 
graded,  and  would  destroy  their  health, 
rendering  them  a  burthen  both  to  them* 
selves  and  society.  A  gradual  emancipation) 
combined  with  means  to  elevate  and  im^ 
prove  their  character,  was  the  only  safe 
course.  He  would  compare  them  to  chiU 
dren  ;  and  no  rational  being,  after  subject- 
ing children  to  a  strict  rule,  would  at  once 
indulce  them  with  unlimited  freedom* 
Of  aU  other  things,  however,  it  was  neoes* 
sary  to  proceed  wi^  caution,  because  great 
interests  were  at  stake.  The  plan,  how** 
ever,  of  emancipation  having  been  proposed, 
he  fully  agreed  with  the  hon.  member  for 
Weymouth  that  the  Legislature  of  this 
country  could  not  retrace  its  steps  ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  he  thou^t  that  the  propo- 
sition of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman^  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  was  susceptible 
of  improvement.  It,  however,  might  be 
found  to  work  well,  and  by  the  perminion 
of  its  trial  in  some  of  the  island^  it  mi^it 
be  found  the  work  of  emancipation  would 
go  quicker  on  than  at  present  seemed  to  be 
contemplated,  as  many  of  the  Local  Legit, 
latures,  instead  of  procrastinating  slave 
emancipation  to  twelve  years,  might  be 
willing,  upon  seeing  the  manner  in  which 
the  proposition  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle^ 
man,  the  Secretory  for  the  Colonies,  worked, 
to  e£kct  it  in  eight,  seven,  or  even  six 
years.  The  House,  however,  in  dealing 
with  this  interesting  and  importent  quea* 
tion,  ought  to  bear  m  mind,  that  if  a  mis- 
take was  now  made,  it  would  not  merely 
affect  the  great  body  of  pcnons,  whose 
future  comtort  and  happiness  was  the  ob* 
ject  of  the  present  measure,  and  which 
influenced  the  modves  of  many  hon.  Gen^ 
tlemcn,  but  might  lead  to  much  eviL  It 
was  on  these  grounds—* namely,  that  it  wns 
now  impossible  for  the  Le^islatura  to  re- 
trace its  steps,  and  followm^  the  princi<< 
pies  embnoed  in  the  proposition  submitted 
by  the  Government,  that  he  was  induced 
to  support  the  Resolutions  now  before  tho 
Housei  He  would  say,  that  when  the 
momentary  politics  of  the  day  were  lbr«* 
gotten-^whea  &ctious  opposition  had  pass- 
ed awmy,  the  attempt  to  abolish  shwety 
would  stand  out  in  the  front  of  history  as 
a  genesous  exeitbn  worthy  of  the  Leguhpt 
ture  of  a  fitee  and  enli^tened  people* 
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Mr.  Halcombe  could  not  give  his  support 
to  the  thitd  Resolution  now  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House^  which  entitled  all 
the  slave  population  to  he  registered  as 
apprenticed  lahourers,  suhject  to  the  service 
for  a  period  now  left  indefinite  with  their 
present  masters.  Apprenticeship  was  not 
freedom.  They  talked  of  emancipation, 
but  the  slave  would  still  be  confined  to  one 
estate,  and  one  master.  He  would  not  be 
allowed  to  choose  his  place  of  abode,  nor  his 
service.  He  had  not  yet  heard  any  ade- 
quate explanation  of  this  difficulty.  They 
were  at  once  declaring  that  the  slave  should 
be  free,  and  they  were  continuing  him  in 
bondage.  The  slave,  under  these  circum- 
stances, would  have  no  stimulus  to  labour. 
He  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  giving 
emancipation  accompanied  with  regulations 
that  should  place  the  parties  interested  not 
in  the  relative  condition  of  owner  and  slave, 
but  in  that  of  master  and  servant.  He 
would  also  have  it  provided  that  either 
party  should  be  empowered  to  put  an  end 
to  the  contract  under  certain  conditions,  as, 
for  instance,  on  two  years'  notice  being 
given  to  the  masters  by  able  bodied  negroes 
of  from  twenty  to  thirty  years  of  age,  one 
year  and  a  half's  notice  from  those  between 
thirty  and  forty  years  of  age,  and  one  year's 
notice  from  all  exceeding  the  age  of  forty 
years.  By  these  means  the  colonies  would 
be  relieved  from  the  dangers  to  be  dreaded 
from  an  immediate  and  extensive  change. 
He  would  also  suggest,  with  reference  to 
the  children  of  the  slaves,  the  propriety  of 
a  regulation  that  all  slave  children  of  six 
years  of  age  and  upwards  should  continue 
to  be  the  apprenticed  labourers  of  the 
planters  until  such  time  only  as  they  be- 
came of  fiill  age,  when  they  should  be  en- 
titled to  the  same  privilege  of  giving  notice 
as  he  had  before  suggested.  This  plan 
would  secure  to  the  master  the  complete 
indination  and  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
negroes  to  continue  to  labour  in  the  same 
plantations  in  which  they  were  now  em- 
ployed. He  was  not  one  of  those  who 
lost  sight  of  the  claims  of  slave  owners  to 
compensation,  but  he  was  equally  of  opin. 
ion  that  a  provision  in  the  shape  of  a  poor- 
law  or  otherwise  should  be  made  for  the 
maintenance  in  their  old  age  of  the  super, 
annuatedslave  population,  which  so  longcon- 
tributed  to  the  fortunes  and  benefited  their 
owners.  A  charge  had  been  made  that  the 
riaves  would  not  labour  if  placed  upon  the 
footing  of  free  labourers ;  but  he  was  con* 
vinoed,  from  the  evidence  upon  the  subject, 
ibat  the  dmrge  was  totally  destitute  of 


foundation.  Thete  were  good  authorities  to 
show  that  in  St  Domingo  and  Guadaloupe, 
in  1801,  when  Buonaparte  contemplated 
re-establishing  slavery  in  these  islands,  the 
plantations  were  cultivated  by  free  labour- 
ers in  a  manner  which  rendered  a  return  to 
slave  labour  unadvisable.  A  deputation 
was  at  that  period  sent  to  remonstrate  with 
the  authorities  in  France,  and  to  represent 
to  them  that  any  such  measure  was  perfectly 
unnecessary.  Everything  in  the  colonies, 
it  was  stated,  went  on  under  the  system  of 
free  labour  with  the  most  perfect  r^ularity, 
and  with  the  greatest  advantage  to  all  par. 
ties.  Not  oiuy  were  the  negroes  of  St 
Domingo  industrious  and  active  in  striving 
to  secure  private  advantages,  but  they  ex<« 
erted  themselves  with  the  greatest  efficacy 
for  the  preservation  of  public  order.  The 
condition  of  Guadaloupe  was  the  same  in 
this  respect  in  1801,  as  that  of  St.  Do« 
mingo.  That  island  contained,  in  1801, 
390  sugar  plantations,  1,345  coffee  planta* 
tions,  and  828  cotton  plantations,  which 
were  all  in  the  best  state  of  cultivation. 
The  hon.  Member  then  referred  to  the  work 
of  Mr.  Ward,  the  Mexican  envoy,  to  prove 
that  sugar,  as  well  as  the  tropical  produc- 
tion, could  be  raised  by  free  labour  as  well 
as  by  slave  labour.  In  the  Chartered  co« 
lonies,  as  distinguished  from  the  Crown 
colonies,  it  was  found  that  the  free  labourers 
were  the  most  industrious  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. He,  therefore,  thought  that  imme- 
diate emancipation  could  take  place  with 
the  greatest  safety,  accompanied  by  those 
precautions  he  had  suggested.  He  did  not 
perfectly  understand  the  position  in  which 
the  proposed  measure  would  place  the  slaves 
— whether  they  were  to  be  on  the  same 
footing  as  that  of  the  free  coloured  popula- 
tion, or  that  of  the  white  inhabitants  of 
the  colonies.  He  had  no  intention  of  find- 
ing fault  with  the  Government  plan.  On 
the  contrary,  he  thought  that  it  was  de- 
serving of  general  approbation.  His  only 
object  was,  to  suggest  an  improvement  on  a 
point  upon  which  he  thought  improvement 
was  practicable.  The  question  after  all 
ought  not  to  be  a  mere  question  of  com- 
pensation, althongh  he  was  willing  to  grant 
the  planters  every  compensation  which 
might  be  required  for  the  loss  which  would 
arise  from  the  measure.  He  hoped  they 
would  soon  see  freedom  established  on  the 
shores  of  the  West-India  islands  as  fully  as 
on  those  of  Great  Britain.  The  hon. 
Member  concluded  by  moving  as  an  Amend- 
ment upon  the  third  Resolunon,  *'  That  it 
was  expedient  that  aU  persons  now  flkvesi 
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and  their  children  hereafter  to  he  hom^  he 
declared  free«  suhject  nevertheless  to  such 
restrictions  as  might  be  deemed  necessary 
for  their  support  and.inaintenanoe9  and  for 
the  future  cultivation  of  the  soiL 

Mr.  Strickland  said«  that  he  was  sorry 
to  see  such  a  departure  from  the  satisfactory 
state  in  which  the  question  stood  on  the 
former  niffht.  Then  a  general  disposition 
was  maniiested  to  lay  aside  all  extreme 
opinions ;  and  when  the  success  of  thisj  as 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  had  himself,  and 
Texy  properly,  called  it,  great  experiment, 
so  entirely  depended,  upon  unanimity,  the 
necesrity  of  discarding  extreme  opinions, 
and  uniting  to  render  the  plan  as  pmect  as 
possible,  must  be  obvious  to  every  hon. 
Gentleman  who  gave  the  matter  the  least 
consideration.  The  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Weymouth  would  negative  the 
Resolution  of  the  right  hon.  Secretary,  and 
thinking  such  a  course  to  be  most  unwise 
he  (Mr.  Strickland)  treated  and  implored 
his  hon.  friend  not  to  press  his  Motion  to  a 
division.  Those  interested  in  the  West 
Indies  had  set  a  laudable  example  of  for- 
bearance ;  and  if  they  wished  the  planters 
and  Colonial  Assemblies  to  co-operate  with 
Parliament,  and  without  unanimity  between 
all  parties,  the  measure  would  be  altogether 
impracticable,  they  must  abandon  their  own 
peculiar  views,  and  support  the  Government 
in  carrying  this  mighty  experiment  into 
effect  He  should  support  the  Resolution 
because  they  would  have  the  opportunity  in 
Conmiittee  of  limiting  the  duration  of  the 
i^prentioeship  to  the  shortest  possible  pe- 
riod ;  and  he  thought  that  gradual  was 
preferable  to  immediate  emancipation.  The 
situation  of  the  slaves  throughout  the  colo- 
nies was  by  no  means  uniform;  and  al- 
though same  might  be  prepared  to  receive 
their  liberty,  others  were  not  in  that  condi- 
tion. With  respect  to  the  hired  gangs  it 
wan,  be  believed,  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  welfare  of  the  negro  to  keep  up  the 
existing  connexion  between  master  and 
servant  some  few  years  longer,  and  hence 
it  was,  that  he  so  strongly  recommended 
unanimity  in  carrying  this  work  of  mercy 
which  the  Government  had  brought  forward 
into  efiect 

Mr.  Secretary  Stankif  observed,  that  if 
any  one  thought  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
had  approached  this  subject  without  a  per- 
fect conviction  that  it  was  as  awful  a  ques- 
tion as  could  possibly  be  touched  upon,  that 
man  knew  little  of  the  deep  anxiety  which 
they  bad  experienced.  Whatever  difficuL 
tics  might  present  themselves  to  the  minds 


of  those  who  looked  even  superficialhr  on 
the  question,  they  were  not  a  tenth  of  the 
difficulties  which  presented  themselves  to 
the  minds  of  those  who  examined  it  closely. 
The  most  trifling  regulation  might  be 
pregnant  with  the  most  important  conse« 
quences.  The  hon.  and  learned  member  for 
Hull  had  thanked  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
for  bringing  the  subject  forward.  He  owed 
them  no  thanks.  They  were  compelled  to 
act;  for  they  felt,  that  take  what  course 
they  might,  it  could  not  be  attended  with 
greater  evil  than  any  attempt  to  uphold  the 
existing  state  of  things,  but  the  respon- 
sibility which  they  felt  they  were  incurring 
would  have  been  greatly  increased,  indeed 
if  the  violence  of  the  one  party  or  the  fears 
of  the  other,  liad  driven  tliem  from  the 
course  which  they  believed  to  be  that  most 
conducive  to  the  general  interest.  If  the 
House  negatived  tne  proposition  for  tempo* 
rary  apprenticeships — ^if  they  declared  that 
as  soon  as  the  Bill  became  law,  instant 
emancipation  should  ensue— it  would  be 
difficult  to  conjecture  what  might  be  the 
consequences.  ^  They  would  plunge  into  n 
state  from  which  there  could  be  no  return. 
If  he  were  prepared,  like  the  hon.  member 
for  Weymouth,  to  declare  that  it  was  of  no 
importance  whether  or  not  sugar  continued 
to  be  culrivated  in  the  West- India  islands*— 

Mr.  Buxton  had  not  made  any  such 
statement  What  he  had  said  was,  that  if 
justice  were  incompatible  with  the  cultiva* 
tion  of  sugar,  he  should  prefer  justice  tq 
sugar. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  proceeded.  Ad- 
mitting that  the  hon.  member  for  Wey- 
mouth did  not  contemplate  such  an  alter- 
native as  the  destruction  of  the  cultivation 
of  sugar,  he  at  least  contended  that  in  a 
state  of  freedom  the  negro  would  be  phy- 
sically and  morally  better  than  he  waa  at 
present.  He  certainly  was  not  prepared 
to  adopt  that  opinion  to  its  fullest  extent. 
He  readily  admitted,  that  if  the  alternative 
was  whether  we  should  now  enter  on  a 
system  of  cultivation  which  could  be  main* 
tained  only  by  barbarous  and  inhuman 
treatment,  or  abandon  the  commercial  ad* 
vantages  of  the  undertaking,  it  would  be  a 
great  stain  upon  the  country  to  accept  the 
former  branch  of  that  alternative.  But  in 
the  present  critical  state  of  the  West 
Indies,  when  interests  so  important  were 
at  stake,  it  would  be  perfectly  indefensible 
upon  mere  abstract  principles,  to  take  « 
course  which  might  derange  the  whole 
relations  of  society  in  the  colonies,  and 
hastily  throw  away  all    the   advantages 
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now  existing.  It  had  been  stated,  that  the 
question  was,  whether  emancipation  should 
he  immediate  or  gradual.  That  was  not 
the  question.  From  the  moment  of  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  all  the  offensive 
features  of  slavery  would  at  once  he  at  an 
end.  The  right  to  possess  property  on  the 
part  of  the  negro  would  be  recognised ;  he 
would  be  free  from  capricious  punishment ; 
he  would  be  allowed  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
his  labour.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
call  that  a  state  of  slavery.  His  Majesty's 
Ministers  had  never  contended  that  im- 
mediate and  unrestricted  freedom  was 
desirable.  Ou  the  contrary,  it  would  be 
attended  by  numerous  dangers.  The  hon. 
member  for  Radnor  had  expressed  his 
doubt  whether  any  compensation  ought  to 
be  made  to  the  planters.  If  the  House 
were  to  determine  that  no  compensat^n 
should  be  cranted  to  the  planters,  tbey 
would  in  eTOct  throw  out  the  whole  mea- 
sure. Without  proposing  compensation, 
he  could  not,  as  an  honest  man,  have 
brought  the  subject  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House.  The  great  object  in 
view  was  to  make  the  basis  of  the  proposed 
change  a  mixture  of  compulsory  and  free 
labour.  Nothing  could  be  more  rash  than 
at  once  to  let  loose  the  whole  slave  popula- 
tloti.  Ask  the  West-India  planters,  and 
they  would  one  and  aU  declare,  that  with- 
out adstriction  to  the  soil  the  necroes 
would  be  wholly  unavailable.  If,  there- 
fbre,  the  House  were  not  disposed  to  pro. 
oeed  headlong,  and  throw  everything  into 
confusion,  by  making  an  experiment  from 
which  there  would  be  no  possibility  of 
return,  they  would  adopt  the  more  prudent 
course  recommended  by  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters ;  not  doing  away  all  the  dependence 
of  the  negroes  upon  their  employers  for 
protection,  but  depriving  slavery  of  its 
most  offensive  characteristics.  By  adopt- 
ing the  course  proposed,  they  would  render 
the  slave  all  but  free— -they  would  render 
him  absolutely  free  within  a  limited  pe- 
riod, the  arrival  of  which  he  might  hasten 
by  his  own  exertions;  and  at  the  same 
time  they  would  not  endanger  all  the 
mighty  interests  which  were  at  stake; 
and  would  diminish  the  great,  practical, 
and  almmt  overwhelming  difficulties  which 
stood  in  the  way  of  ammgement*  He 
implored  all  parties,  therefore,  to  make 
mutual  concessions  and  to  oo-operate  in 
agreeing  to  the  proposed  plan,  the  details 
of  which  might  be  most  advantageously 
filled  up  by  the  Colonial  Legislatures. 
ColoBel  Omo//y  should  not  have  ofieivd 


himself  to  the  attention  of  the  House,  if» 
in  serving  his  Majesty  in  the  West- 
Indies,  he  had  not  had  some  opportunitr  of 
judging  as  to  the  evils  of  slavery  and  the  best 
mode  of  relieving  and  exterminating  it.  He 
wa^  as  anxious  as  any  one  to  see  slavery 
abolished,  but  he  fully  concurred  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  in  think- 
ing that  a  gradual  manumission  was  much 
preferable  to  an  immediate  emancipation 
of  the  negroes.  It  was  enough  to  make 
the  human  mind  shrink  with  horror  and 
dismay  to  contemplate  the  setting  800,000 
men  free  from  the  state  in  which  the 
negro  population  of  the  Wcst-Indies  now 
were— a  condition  so  debased  in  monds 
and  in  mind  that  it  was  impossible  for  any 
one  living  in  a  country  like  this  to  conceive 
such  a  state  of  demoralixation.  There 
were  gentlemen  in  this  House,  he  knew, 
who,  in  a  generous  and  blind  seal  in  the 
cause  of  freedom,  were  prepared  at  once  to 
release  from  all  their  bonds  this  immenac 
population,  existing  as  they  were  in  a 
mere  animal  state,  with  no  religious  re- 
straint and  no  moral  obligations  to  make 
them  fit  and  responnble  members  of 
society.  If  the  advice  of  these  gentlemen 
were  followed  by  the  House  he  warned 
them  that  they  would  be  blindly  commit- 
ting one  of  the  rashest  acts  that  ever  would 
have  been  perpetrated  by  any  deliherativo 
assembly.  The  party  whq  called  Uiem- 
selves  abolitionists  he  knew  were  pressing 
on  the  Government  in  that  direction  by 
every  means  in  their  power.  The  right 
hon.  Secretary  professed  to  inscribe  u|xm 
his  standard,  religion,  humanity,  and  jus- 
tice. In  supportmg  those  principles,  when 
made  subservient  to  reason,  he  would 
3rield  to  no  man.  But  the  abolitionists 
made  all  other  considerations  subservient 
to  their  own  views  of  religion,  in  which 
he  believed  them  to  be  mistaken ;  and  to 
those  views  they  would  sacrifice  all  die 
best  interests  of  the  country,  and  inflict 
the  foules^  wrongs  upon  a  portion  of  their 
fellow-sul^ects.  He  asserted  that  the 
principle  of  justice  had  degenerated  into  a 
mere  question  of  compensation — an  account 
between  the  planters  and  the  state,  and 
that  the  security  and  protection  of  the 
white  and  coloured  population  had  been 
wholly  overlooked ;  and  that  the  dreadful 
consequences  which  were  to  be  apprehend- 
ed  would  cast  a  terrible  responsibility 
upon  the  Government  if  they  acted  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  that  purly. 
There  could  be  no  shifting  or  escape  from 
the  weight  of   that  responsihility  here- 
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•fter;  for  he  warned  them  now,  as  so 
manj  others  who  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  the  colonies  haid  done, 
that  the  white  and  coloured  population, 
who  had  always  shown  themselves  so  loyal 
to  the  Throne  and  so  devoted  to  the  Bri- 
tish Empire,  would  he  placed,  hoth  as 
r^arded  their  property  and  their  lives,  in 
a  state  of  the  greatest  danger  hy  any 
simultaneous  and  unrestricted  liberation 
of  the  blacks.  He  thought  that  the 
success  of  any  project  for  giving  freedom 
to  the  slave  must  depend  upon  having  his 
manumission  effected  as  gradually  as  pos- 
sible ;  and,  therefore,  considering  this 
scheme  of  apprenticeship  as  a  protraction 
of  the  dependence  of  the  slave  upon  the 
rooster  for  some  further  time,  during 
which  he  might  be  rendered  more  fit  to 
undertake  the  duties  of  a  free  subject, 
he  should  agree  to  the  Resolution.  He 
would  adopt  it  as  the  least  precipitate 
oourw  — as  fraught  witli  the  smallest  de- 
gree of  risk;  though  he  was  afraid  it 
could  never  be  carried  into  that  successful 
operation  which  the  right  hon.  Secretary 
anticipated  from  it.  Viewing,  as  he  did, 
with  the  utmost  alarm,  the  course  of 
measures  about  to  be  adopted,  he  implored 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  at  least  to  consider, 
and,  if  possible,  to  introduce,  some  cau- 
tionary regulation,  by  which  the  slaves 
should  be  suffered  to  go  free  upon  arriving 
mt  different  periods  of  life— and  not  to 
hare  them  all  set  at  liberty  together. 
He  was  certain  that  the  latter  course  must 
be  attended  with  all  the  evils  of  massacre 
and  conflagration— of  loss  of  property  and 
life. 

Lord  Hofvick  said,  he  was  one  of  those 
who  thought  it  desirable  that  persons  hold- 
ing various  opinions  upon  this  question 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  proceed  together. 
With  these  views  he  had  on  a  former 
eveninff  advised  the  hon.  member  for 
Sheffield  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  aL 
thuufih  he  entirely  concurred  in  its  principle, 
and  m  the  same  manner  he  would  not  now 
support  the  Amendment  moved  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Dover,  although  he  thought  it 
preferable  to  the  third  Resolution.  Beyond 
that,  liowever,  he  could  not  go ;  and  he  re- 
gretted that  his  right  hon.  friend  had  not 
ielt  it  in  his  power  to  comply  with  the 
suggestion  which  he  (Liord  Howick)  threw 
oat  rni  Friday,  to  idxtain  from  pressing  the 
third  Resolutioo.  Some  hon.  Members  had 
objected  to  the  course  which  the  hon. 
member  for  Weymouth  had  pursued  in  re- 
sisting the  Resolution  without  proposiDg  any 


Amendment ;  but  he  thought,  that  by  so 
doing  he  had  done  that  which  afforded  the 
greatest  opportunity  for  conoessbn.  The 
Resolution  was  in  no  degree  necessary  as  a 
ground-work  for  future  proceedings ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  the  House  agreed  to 
it,  they  would  pledge  themselves  to  a  system 
of  apprenticeship  of  which  they  did  not 
yet  know  the  full  effect.  This  was  dealing 
rather  hardly  by  the  Flouse.  His  right 
hon.  friend  might  avoid  calling  upon  the 
House  at  this  stage  of  the  proceeding  dis* 
tinctly  to  pledge  themselves  to  do  tlut  of 
which  they  had  not  yet  heard  anything 
like  a  satisfactory  account.  Theonly  reason 
which  his  right  hon.  friend  had  urged 
against  making  the  concession  which  hede« 
sLred  was,  that  if  the  other  Resolutions 
should  go  out  to  the  colonies  unaccompanied 
with  the  third,  and  the  House  should  here^ 
after  resolve  that  the  system  of  apprentice- 
ship should  be  adopted,  it  would  create 
great  disappointment  and  dissatisfaction 
amongst  the  negroes.  He  confessed,  how« 
ever,  that  he  did  not  see  the  foree  of  that 
objection,  for  the  ihrtt  Resolution  distinctly 
implied  that  the  liberation  of  the  negroes 
was  to  be  accompanied  by  considerable  re- 
strictions, and  it  should  also  be  recollected 
that  the  debate  would  accompany  the  Re- 
solutions to  the  colonies,  and  the  intentions 
of  the  Government  and  the  House  would 
be  as  well  known  there  as  in  this  country. 
It  was  very  easy  to  talk  of  apprenticing 
negroes,  but  the  plan  was  neither  more  nor 
less  than  entirely  subverting  the  existing 
relations  of  society  in  the  colonies,  and 
organizing  a  system  which  had  never  been 
tried  in  any  age  or  country,  and  the  adop. 
tion  of  which  must,  therefore,  be  attended 
with  great  difficulties.  The  House  as  yet 
knew  nothing  of  the  details  by  which  ihoae 
difficulties  were  to  be  obviated;  for  his 
right  hon.  frieud  had  at  present  only 
shadowed  out  his  plan.  He  would  not 
object  to  place  the  emancipated  negro  under 
any  restrictions,  however,  severe,  which 
should  be  necessary  to  make  the  new  systrai 
work ;  but  his  objection  to  the  plan  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  was  this — ^the  distinguish* 
ing  feature,  that  the  labour  of  the  negro 
was  for  the  greater  part  of  his  time  to  be 
obtained  by  direct  compulsion*  He  feaied 
that  the  colonial  assemblies,  who  were,  ae- 
cording  to  the  Oovemnwni  plan,  to  regit** 
late  the  manner  in  which  the  time  of  the 
apprenticed  n^^)  should  be  apportioned 
between  his  master  and  himself,  would  at^ 
tend  only  to  the  intcrcKU  of  the  nastet* 
His  right  hon.  friend  had  utterly  failed  (o 
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show  in  what  manner  the  proposed  system 
of  apprenticeship  would  improve  the  charac- 
ter of  the  negroes,  so  as  to  render  them 
more  fit  for  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  liberty 
at  the  expiration  of  twelve  years  than  at 
the  present  period.  His  (Lord  Ho  wick's) 
opinion  was,  that  the  negroes  would  be  in 
a  worse  condition  at  the  termination  of  the 
experiment  than  they  were  now.  The 
noble  Lord  concluded  by  advising  the 
rieht  hon.  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  to 
withdraw  the  Resolution. 

Lord  Alihorp  said,  that  the  great  ad- 
vantage which  would  result  from  the  system 
of  apprenticeship  he  conceived  to  be  this — 
that  as  the  amount  of  compulsory  labour 
which  the  master  would  obtain  from  the 
dave  would  be  insufficient  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  estate,  he  would  be  compelled 
to  bargain  with  him  for  the  time  which 
was  at  his  own  disposal,  and  thus  the  negro 
would  gradually  be  mught  habits  of  indus- 
try^  and  would  learn  to  appreciate  the  ad- 
vantages which  would  result  from  his  en- 
gaging in  labour.  His  noble  friend  was 
ri^  in  stating,  that  the  Government  en- 
tertained a  strong  objection  to  the  other 
Resolutions  being  sent  out  to  the  colonies 
without  that  which  pledged  the  House  to 
establish  a  system  of  apprenticeship.  There 
would,  however,  be  no  danger  in  failing  to 
carry  the  Resolution  into  effect,  if,  upon 
subsequent  consideration,  the  House  should 
determine  upon  that  course,  although  he 
confessed  he  should  be  very  sorry  that  they 
should  do  so.  There  was  one  consideration 
which  did  not  appear  to  have  struck  the 
advocates  of  unconditional  emancipation. 
In  some  of  the  islands  the  slaves  were  sup- 
ported entirely  by  the  provision-grouncb, 
which  by  law  belonged  to  the  masters; 
though  from  long  usage  he  believed  the 
slaves  thought  that  they  were  their  pro- 
perty. In  the  event  of  emancipation  the 
proprietors  would  endeavour  to  regain  pos- 
session of  these  grounds,  and  the  danger 
which  would  arise  from  such  a  proceed- 
ing would  be  far  greater  than  any  which 
could  result  from  the  plan  Government 
had  proposed.  By  the  present  plan  there 
would  be  not  merely  the  inducement  of 
freedom  at  the  end  of  a  certain  period,  but 
also  the  power  of  shortening  this  time  by 
their  own  earnings*  It  had  been  said  in 
the  coarse  of  the  debate  that  negroes  would 
not  work  for  wages;  but  he  would  ask, 
what  proof  had  there  been  given  that 
negroes  so  fieu:  differed  from  every  other 
human  creature  I  And  when  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Wejnnouth  so  canvincingly  argued 


this  pointy  he  took  an  umieoessaiy  trouble, 
at  least  so  far  as  Government  were  coa- 
cerned,  for  if  they  had  not  the  same  con* 
viction,  they  would  have  been  insane  to 
brins  forward  the  present  measure.  He 
should,  however,  be  extremely  sorry  that 
the  House  should  decide  upon  invdviDg 
themselves  in  the  question  of  the  immediate 
and  entire  freedom  of  the  negroes.  This, 
he  thought,  would  be  productive  of  great 
mischief  and  instead  of  deriving  a  great 
benefit  from  the  instant  abolition  of  slavery, 
he  was  apprehensive  that  the  result  would 
be  ruin. 

Mr,  Bonayne  thought  very  much  extra- 
neous matter  had  crept  into  the  debate,  as 
the  real  question  was  whether  or  not  there 
should  be  immediate  emancipation.  Upon 
this  point  the  arguments  of  the  noble  menu 
her  for  Northumberland  appeared  to  him 
irrefragable,  and  the  noble  Lord's  proposi^ 
tion  was  far  better  than  the  mongrel  state 
which  would  be  the  result  of  the  Resolu- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies. 

Mr.  Macaulau  stated,  that  he  would  not 
so  at  length  into  the  great  question  of 
uavery  at  present,  but  would  reserve  to 
himself  the  ri^ht,  on  a  future  occasion,  of 
stating  his  opmions  fully.  He  rose  soldy 
for  the  purpose  of  stating  how  far  he  felt 
himself  bound  by  the  assent  he  should  give 
to  the  Resolution  before  the  House.  He 
would  vote  for  the  Resolution  as  it  now 
stood,  which  went  to  hold  the  negroes  under 
the  obligation  of  labouring  for  their  present 
masters,  subject  to  certain  restrictions. 
The  question  of  the  period  of  twelve  year% 
or  of  any  other  period,  or  of  remuneration, 
was  not  before  uiem  at  present.  AH  these 
questions  were  out  of  this  Resolution,  which 
he  believed  was  so  worded  as  to  unite  as 
many  votes  as  possible  in  its  favour.  He, 
therefore,  could  not  vote  on  this  point 
against  the  Resolution,  and  he  wondered 
that  the  hon.  member  for  Weymouth  should 
oppose  it,  when  he  had  within  this  very 
week  given  notice  of  a  Resolution  almost 
in  the  terms  of  this  motion— namely,  that 
the  liberated  negroes  should  work  for  the 
space  of  one  year  for  their  masters.  If  that 
Motion  were  passed,  then  there  was  a  Re. 
solution  as  to  a  certain  time  during  which 
the  negroes  should  continue  to  give  their 
labour.  Seeing,  therefore,  that  there  was 
now  no  question  either  of  time  or  of  labour, 
or  of  remuneration,  in  the  present  Resolu* 
tion,  highly  as  he  valued  tne  authority  of 
his  hon.  friend,  he  could  not  decide  on  this 
occasion  in  conformity  to  it. 
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Mr.  Fowell  Buxton  was  as  desirous  as  his 
hon.  friend  could  be  for  unanimity,  but  he 
would  ask  whether  he  understood  the  right 
Hon.  Secretary  correctly  in  supposing  that 
the  question  of  time  was  left  open? 
t"  Fe*,"  from  Mr.  Stanley,]  Then  his 
proposition  would  be,  that  in  the  Resolu- 
tion the  words  '"  for  wages  "  should  be  in. 
serted.  He  hoped  that  the  negroes  would 
be  induced  to  labour,  and  his  desire  was,  that 
they  should  be  solely  induced  to  do  so.  for 
wages.  It  was  of  consequence  that  this 
should  be  known  and  understood  by  the 
planters. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  said,  as  to  the  first 
point  mentioned,  that  of  time,  no  one  who 
voted  for  this  Resolution  would  bind  him- 
self to  the  time  mentioned  by  Government. 
Indeed,  no  one  supposed  that  they  could 
wish  to  bind  the  local  Legislatures  to  this 
time,  for  he  hoped  that  many  of  them 
would,  for  their  own  benefit,  shorten  the 
period.  But  looking  to  the  eighteen  oolo. 
nies,  placed  as  they  were  under  different 
drcumstanoes,  he  only  wished  that  a  time 
shoold  be  fixed  beyond  which  they  eould 
not  go.  *  With  respect  to  the  inducement 
of  wages,  he  was  not  quite  so  sanguine 
as  ^ke  hon.  member  for  Weymouth,  but 
the  principle  that  must  be  followed  in 
this  reelect  was,  that  if  labour  was  given 
for  wages,  then  that  labour  would  be  volun* 
taxy.  Govemmefit,  however,  said,  that 
the  negroes  should  give  a  certain  portion  of 
time  to  their  master,  he  findmg  them 
foodj  dothing,  lodging,  and  medicine.  It 
would,  ther^re,  be  inconsistent  with  the 
Govenunent  plan  to  give  wages,  as,  if  so, 
then  Pazliament  might  have  to  regulate 
their  amount. 

Lord  Howich  said,  it  was  quite  plain 
that  Government  could  not  agree  to  the 
proposition  of  the  hon.  member  for  Wey- 
mouth, consistently  with  the  plan  which 
had  been  developed  to  the  House.  He  was 
glad  to  find,  that  his  right  hon.  friend  who 
spoke  last,  had  dearly  £own  the  diflerence 
between  Uie  proposition  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Weymouth  and  the  plan  of  his  Majes- 
ty's Ministers,  than  which  no  two  things 
eould  be  more  dissimilar.  Nothing  could 
be  more  obvious  than  that  the  plan  of  the 
Government  was  a  modified  continuance  of 
sbvery.  He  was  anxious  to  impress  this 
partieulBrly  on  the  House,  that  they  were 
then  called  upon  to  vote  whether  they 
wocdd  or  would  not  keep  the  negroes  three 
parts  slaves,  for  compulsory  labour  in  con- 
sideration of  food,  clothing,  and  lodging ; 
was  neither  more' nor  less  than  slavery? 

VOL.  XVIII.  {2ftJ} 


Lord  AUhorp  said,  that  he  could  not  be 
a  party  to  slavery,  though  he  had  no  oh. 
jection  to  being  a  party  to  apprenticeship. 

Mr.  Herries  said,  that  he  meant  to  foL  . 
low  the  example  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Leeds  (Mr.  Macaulay),  and  would  take 
another  opportunity  of  stating  his  opinions 
more  fully ;  but  his  great  oMect  in  rising 
was«  to  state  that,  under  au  the  circnm* 
stances,  he  felt  himself  unable  to  dedde 
upon  giving  a  vote  at  all.  If  hon.  Members 
had  listened  to  the  debate  they  would  have 
heard  such  conflicting  testimonies  respect, 
ing  this  Resolution,  and  they  would  have 
perceived  that  such  were  the  difficulties  with 
which  the  subject  was  surrounded,  even  in  the 
minds  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  pay  the 
most  attention  to  it,  that  they  were  not  in  a 
condition  to  come  to  a  just  conclusion.  At 
least  he  felt  those  difficulties  so  strongly, 
that  he  could  not  make  up  his  mind  to  vote 
for  the  Resolution  either  in  its  original  or 
mended  shape. 

Mr.  (yConnell  said,  it  was  partial  slavery 
disguised  under  the  name  of  apprentice* 
ships.  It  was  an  enormous  praetical  blun- 
der to  suppose,  that  the  proposed  appren* 
tices  under  that  arrangement,  could  beany- 
thing  else  than  slaves.  The  question 
simjuy  resolved  itself  into  one  of  Ireedom 
or  davery. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  said,  that  before 
the  Committee  divided,  he  was  anxious  to 
make  an  alteration  in  the  Resolution,  in 
accordance  with  the  su^estion  of  the  hon. . 
member  for  Lancashire.  Acoordhig  to  the 
Resolution  as  it  stood,  it  would  be  optional 
with  the  negro  to  get  himself  registered, 
and  merely  become  entitled  to  his  ueedoro, 
or  he  might  omit  to  claim  this  privilege, 
and  deprive  himself  of  the  right  to  become 
free.  He  (Mr.  Stanley)  saw  no  objection 
to  a  total  abrogation  of  die  slave  code,  and 
he  was  therefore  willing  to  word  the  Reso- 
lution in  such  a  way  as  to  compel  all  ii&> 
groes  to  be  registered,  and  thus  to  have 
them  all  put  upon  an  equal  fboting.  The 
right  hon.  Secretary  then  moved  •  a  verbal 
alteration  to  that  efiect,  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Buxton  said,  he  felt  great  difficulty 
in  abandoning  his  Amendment,  but  at  the 
same  time  he  felt  equal  reluctance  in  divid- 
ing the  Committee.  He  did  not  like  to 
put  himself  in  opposition  to  a  Government 
which  had  done  so  much,  particularly  as  it 
was  understood  that  he  was  not  to  be 
pledged  as  to  the  period  of  apprentioesliip. 
Although  he  was  not  satisfied  that  it  was 
right,  he  should  not  call  for  a  division. 
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Mr.  O'Connell  would  then  move,  tbat  the  i 
words  "for  wages'*  be  inserted. 

On  the  Amendment  the  Committee 
divided — Ayes  42;  Noes  324:  Majority 
282. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

,  List  oftlie  Atrs. 

Aglionby,  H.  Harlatid,  W.  C. 

Atlwood,  T.  Uuti,  W. 

Baldwin,  Dr.  Ingilby,  Sir  W.  A. 

Barry,  G.  S.  Langton,  Colonel 

Bayntun,  Captain  Mills,  J. 

Beauclerk,  Major  Nagjle,  Sir  R. 

Bellew,  R.  M.  O'Brien,  C. 

Blake,  Sir  F.  O'Connell,  D. 

Bowes,  J.  0*Connelt,  M. 

Briscoe,  J.  I.  Pease,  J. 

BiMkinghain,  J.  S.  Rippon,  C. 

Butler,  Colonel  Roche,  W. 

Dairy mple,  Sir  J.  U.  Ronayne,  D. 

Dashwood,  G.  H.  RuthTen,  E. 

Donkin,  Sir  R.  Stewart,  R. 

Pailhfull,  G.  Talmash,  Hon.  A.  G. 

Finn,  W.  F.  Tennyson,  Rt.  Hn.  C. 

ritzsimon,  C.  Tooke,  W. 

Fitnimon,  N.  Tynte,  C.  K.  J. 

Caskell,  D.  Vigors,  N.  A. 

GuUy»  J.  Vincent,  Sir  F. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  said,  that  the  main 
principle  of  the  plan  having  now  been 
agreed  to,  it  remained  fur  him  to  propose 
that  which  was  a  necessary  consideration 
in  the  introduction  of  this  measure,  and 
without  a  preliminary  vote  for  which  it 
would  be  impossible  for  them  to  proceed 
another  step  towards  the  abolition  of  negro 
slavery — ^lie  meant  the  compensation  which, 
in  justice  and  equity,  that  House  was 
bound,  and  which  he  was  confident  the 
country  would  be  ready  cheerfully  to  pay, 
to  those  on  whom  they  were  entailing  a 
necessary  loss.  In  saying  this  he  was  well 
aware  thai  there  were  many  gentlemen 
who  would  be  willing  enough  to  pay  to 
the  present  proprietors  •  tff  West  -  Indian 
property  such  an  amount  of  compensation 
AS  would  cover  the  loss  which  they  should 
ultimately  be  able  to  prove  resulted  from 
this  measure ;  but  in  dealing  with  a  ques- 
tion of  such  importance  as  the  present, 
when  they  were  taking  away  that  which, 
( without  entering  into  the  question  of 
abstract  right,  which  he  was  unwilling  to 
discuss),  by  the  law  of  this  country,  had 
been  recognised  as  property,  and  had  been 
made  the  matter  of  sale  and  purchase,  of 
incumbrance,  mortgage,  and  family  settle, 
ment — when  they  were  dealing  with  this 
apeeies  of  property,  which  was  subject  to 
the  most  complicated  claims,  the  amount 
of  which  it  was  almost  imponlble  to  calcu* 


late — he  did  not  think  they  would  be  acdng 
with  that  liberality  which  it  was  incumbent 
on  the  House  to  exhibit  in  the  consideration 
of  a  question  of  such  ma^itude ;  or,  tbat 
they  would  be  successful  m  doing  what  it 
was  so  essential  they  should  do  during  the 
trial  of  this  great  experiment — inspiring 
confidence  in  the  owners  of  West- India 
property  and  those  who  had  claims  upon 
them — if  they  left  the  matimum  amount 
of  compensation  as  a  subject  for  future  dis- 
cussion and  subsequent  arrangement.  At 
the  same  time,  he  confessed,  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  extreme  difficulty  to  ascertain 
what  th)  amount  of  that  compensation 
ought  to  be  ;  but  this  point  was  quite 
clear,  that  they  were,  by  the  Act  they  were 
about  to  pass,  taking  away  from  the  present 
proprietors  of  slaves  one^fourth  of  the  value 
of  those  slaves  immediately,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  a  limited  period  the  whole  of 
the  property  which  the  owners  at  ^"esent 
possessed  in  them.  In  the  mean  time  the 
proprietors  would  be  in  no  way  relieved 
from  the  necessity  of  maintaining  and  sup. 
porting  their  slaves.  At  the  same  time,  the 
value  of  this  property  ought  to  be  calcu- 
lated, not  simply  by  the  value  of  that  which 
was  actually  taken  away,  lliere  were 
other  circumstances  connected  with  it 
which  it  was  but  fair  to  take  into  con- 
sideration j  such,  for  instance,  as  the  value 
of  the  land,  which  value  was  principally 
created  and  maintained  by  slave  labour 
attached  to  the  soil.  If  this  were  a  simple 
question,  they  might  deal  with  it  differ- 
ently ;  but  it  was  not ;  and  considering  the 
very  small  numerical  amount  of  representa- 
tion which  the  West-India  interest  had  in 
that  House  (though  it  must  be  admitted^ 
that  they  had  at  least  one  able  and  gifted 
supporter) —considering,  also,  the  nuniber  of 
claimants  on  this  property,  some  of  whom 
were  among  the  most  helpless  and  unpro- 
tected class  of  the  community— he  could 
not  but  regard  it  as  a  circumstance  of  great 
importance — ^lie  did  not  mean  to  say  of 
indispensable  necessity— >to  secure,  in  the 
execution  of  the  proposed  measure,  the 
concurrence,  the  active  oo-operatton,  and 
the  cordial  consent,  of  those  who  were 
connected  with  that  property ;  for  without 
that  concurrence  and  consent,  it  would  be 
a  matter  of  difficulty — not  to  put  the  plan 
upon  paper,  but  to  carry  it  into  practical 
eitbct,  without  deranging  and  embarrasiing 
the  mercantile  speculations  of  this  country. 
A  strong  necessity  was  imposed  on  that 
House,  to  look  at  this  question  of  money 
compensation,    not    in    a    grudging    and 
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niggardly,  but  in  a  liberal  and  com- 
prebemdve  point  of  view ;  and  if  be  knew 
anjtbing  of  tbe  feeling  of  tbe  people  of 
tbia  country,  be  waa  sure  tbey  would  not 
care  wbetber  tbey  paid  a  little  more  tban 
tbe  value  of  llie  property  in  tbe  way  of 
comnensation;  buttbey  would  take  Into  tbeir 
consideration  tbe  importance  of  gaining 
tbe  co-operation  of  tbeWest- India  body,  ana 
tbe  nsk  wliicb,  witbout  sueb  co-operation, 
muat  attend  tbe  execution  of  any  plan  for 
tbe  abolition  of  slavery.  He  bad  consulted 
persons  well  acquainted  witb  tbe  value  of 
thia  kind  of  property ;  and  after  tbe  most 
minute  calculation  wbicb  tbey  bad  been 
enaUed  to  make  witb  reference  to  tbe 
extent  of  buman  life,  and  tbe  portion  of 
tbe  slave's  time  taken  away  rrom  tbe 
planter*8  control;  and  taking  tbe  value 
of  tbe  shves  at  tbe  low  calculation  of  40/. 
per  bead,  tbey  bad  arrived  at  tbe  con- 
clusion, tbat  tbe  slave  property  in  all  tbe 
colonies  was  wortb  30,000,000/.  sterling. 
Tbe  value  of  tbe  slave's  time  wbicb  was 
taken  fitira  tbe  proprietor  be  could  not 
value  at  a  lower  sum  tban  very  nearly 
15,000,000/.  steriing.  Admitting  for  a 
deterioration  in  tbe  value  of  the  slaves 
during  a  period  of  twelve  years,  and  not 
allowing,  on  tbe  otber  band,  for  tbe  value 
of  tbe  oiOdren  bereafter  to  be  bom,  wbo, 
by  tbe  nroposed  plan,  would  be  free— 
taking  tbis  most  unfavourable  view  of 
slave  property,  be  could  not  reduce  tbe 
amount  of  compensation  wbicb  tbe  pro- 
prietors were  entitled  to  demand,  to  a 
lower  sum  tban  tbat  be  bad  just  men- 
tiimed.  But  in  a  question  of  tbis  kind  it 
was  necessary  for  tbe  House  to  consider 
whether  there  mi^t  not  be  reasons  for  not 
restricting  tbe  compensation  precisely  to 
tbe  value  of  tbe  property  ;  and  wbetber, 
even  in  an  economical  point  of  view,  it 
might  not  be  wise  to  give  such  an  amount 
of  compensation  as  would  prevent  scenes 
oceufring  in  the  West  Indies  that  might 
entail  on  this  country  great  and  serious 
expense.  He  thought  it  best  to  deal 
frankly  with  the  House,  and  state,  tbat 
the  reason  which  induced  him  and  the 
Government  to  propose  a  larger  sum  than 
that  which  he  bad  just  now  mentioned, 
15,000,000/.,  was  this— that  all  those  con- 
nected with  West.Indian  property,  without 
a  angle  exception,  bad  declared,  that,  how- 
ever anxious  they  might  be,  that  the  mer. 
can  tile  transactions  should  not  be  deranged, 
the^  oonaidered  the  sum  of  15,000,000/. 
perfectly  insufficient  for  tbe  purpose  of 
compensation;   aud  that,  in  the  event  of 


such  a  sum  being  proposed,  tbey  should 
fed  bound,  for  the  protection  of  their  own 
property  and  interests,  to  abstain  from 
lending  tbeir  concurrence  and  assistance  ia 
carrying  on  those  mercantile  transactions  on 
which  the  very  existence  of  tbe  West  Indies 
depended.  On  the  otber  hand,  be  had  been 
assured  by  that  body,  whose  importance  it 
was  impossible  to  rate  too  high,  that  if  Par- 
liament would  consent  to  vote  M,000,OOOL 
to  the  proprietors  as  compensation  for  tbe 
loss  of  tbeir  property,  to  be  subsequently 
distributed  according  to  such  relations 
as  Parliament  might  think  fit,  that  great 
interest  would  give  its  full  concurrence  to 
tbe  Government  plan,  and  would  use  any 
influence  it  might  possess  over  the  G)lmiial 
Legislatures  in  order  to  induce  them  to  co. 
operate  in  tbe  extinction  of  slavery.  He 
thought  it  better  to  a£Pect  no  disguise  on 
tbis  subject,  but  to  state  frankly  and  fairly 
tbe  grounds  on  which  Government  pro- 
ceeded. It  was  possible  that  20,000,000/. 
might  be  more  tlum  an  equivalent  for  the 
loss  sustained  by  die  propnetora ;  but  with 
respect  to  a  question  of  such  magnitode, 
where  a  difference  of  5/1  only  in  the  average 
of  the  value  of  tbe  slaves  would  ma& 
a  difference  on  the  whole  of  between 
5,000,000/.  and  4,000,000/.,  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  House  to  come  to  any 
very  dose  calculation.  This,  however,  was 
certain,  tbat  it  was  a  point  of  great  im- 
portance to  secure  tbe  concurrence  of  all 
parties ;  and  he  bdieved,  tbat  tbe  people 
of  this  country  would  not  object  to  Uib 
grant  of  a  larcer  sum  than  he  ori{;inall)r 
sug^ted  in  the  way  of  compensation,  if 
by  It  the  plan  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
could  be  safely  and  peaceably  carried  into 
effect.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
cluded by  moving,  tbat  "  towards  the  com- 
pensation of  the  West-Indian  proprietors 
his  Majesty  be  enabled  to  erant  a  sum  not 
exceeding  20,000,000/.,  to  oe  appropriated 
as  Parliament  may  hereafter  think  nt«" 

Colonel  Davies  thought  it  was  too  late 
an  hour  for  a  question  of  such  magnitude 
to  be  discussed.  He  felt  as  much  as  any 
one  the  hardship  upon  the  West-Indu 
planters,  but,  at  tbe  same  time,  he  must 
recollect  tbe  people  of  tbis  country.  He 
must  remember  tbe  burthens  whidi  they 
were  weighed  down  with — he  must  re« 
collect  tbe  manifestations  of  distress  now 
unhappily  too  prevalent  Were  they  not 
only  to  refuse  any  remission  of  taxes,  but 
even  to  lay  fresh  burthens  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  people?  He  must  say, 
tbat  he  thought  the  system  now  proposed 
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the  most  ill-judged  that  oould  have  been 
brought  before  the  House.  The  twenty 
millions  now  asked  for  would  not  relieve 
the  distresses  of  the  West-India  interest. 
They  might  as  well  be  thrown  into  the 
sea.  He  should  not  now  go  into  the 
question,  but  he  was  convinced  that  some 
other  means  must  be  taken  to  relieve 
them.  He,  therefore,  save  notice,  that,  at 
the  proper  period,  he  should  move,  "  that 
it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  to 
reduce  the  duties  on  sugar  to  17^-  per 
cwt."  That  would  be  a  real  advantage 
to  the  colonists,  by  increasing  the  con- 
sumption of  sngar,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
it  would  be  a  benefit  to  the  people  of  this 
country,  by  giving  them  at  a  cheaper  rate 
an  article  of  necessary  consumption.  He 
should  certainly^  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle, 
man  now  pressed  his  Motion,  take  the 
sense  pf  the  House  upon  it,  especially  as  it 
was  coupled  with  a  proposed  increase  of 
the  duty  on  sugar,  which  he  thought 
would  be  as  disadvantageous  to  the 
colonists  as  it  would  be  vexatious  to  the 
people  of  this  country. 

Mr.  John  Stniih  said,  that  no  man  in  that 
House  had  taken  a  deeper  interest  in  the 
present  question  than  he  had  done^    He 
had  been  in  budness  as  a  banker  in  this 
city  for  the  last  forty  years,  and  be  bad  an 
opportunity  of  observing  and  judging  of 
the  extent  and  importance  of  the  West- 
India  trade^  and    of   its  effects    on  our 
manufactures  and  commerce ;  and  he  must 
own,   that  he   had    never    felt  half  the 
anxiety  on    any   question    that    he    had 
felt  on  this.    He  was,  and  always  had 
been,  an  enemy  to  slavery  in  all  forms, 
.mental  or  personal ;  but  he  could  not  vote 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  West- 
Indies,  if  its  abolition  were  to  be  coupled 
with  the  commission  of  an  injustice.    It 
would  be  unjust  and  base  to  liberate  the 
slave  with  one  hand,  and  with  the  other  to 
condemn  his  friends  and  acquaintances  to 
poverty,  destitution^  and  misery.     In  this 
country  there  were  many  West- India  pro- 
prietors whose  children  had  now  no  means 
of  acquiring  education  but  in  parish  schools, 
and  he  himself  had  known  a  most  amiable 
and  virtuous  lady  of  hi^h  rank  reduced  to 
utter  distress.     He  could  not  condemn  his 
fellow-subjects  to  this  misery.     He  should, 
therefore,   most  readily  vote  in  favour  of 
the  proposition  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man.    He  should  do  this,  not  only  for  the 
.  reason  he  had  just  stated,  but,  also,  becauseit 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  have  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Wesulndians.    Hon.  Members 


mi^ht  rely  upon  it  no  measure  of  emanci- 
pation cotild  be  happily  carried  that  did 
not  meet  the  concurrence  of  the  West-India 
proprietors ;  and  if  a  measure  were  forced, 
although  it  did  not  meet  that  ooocurveiioe, 
the  consequence  would  be  a  serious  and  a 
dangerous  loss  to  the  revenue.     Indeed  he 
felt  convinced,  that  the  loss  would  be  so 
great  that  it  would  shake  the  national 
credit    He  knew  it  was  inid,  that  if  the 
British  West  Indies  ceased,  sugar  in  mif- 
ficient  quantities  would  be  supplied  tarn 
Cuba  and    the  Brasils.      He,    howeTer, 
denied  that  statement  He  was  of  ofmion, 
that  a  general   insurreption   in  Jamaica 
would  occasion  so  great  a  deficiency  in  the 
quantity  of  sugar,  that  it  would  be  felt 
throughout  the  world.  The  vacuum  might 
be  partially  filled  up  by  Bnudl,  Cuba,  and 
other  parts ;  but  there  would  be,  and  for  a 
considerable  time,  a  lacge  vacuum.     No 
part  of  the  community  bad  been  piore 
anxious  for  the  abolition  of  davery  than 
his  constituents;    but    he  thought  they 
would  find  great  fault  with  bun  if  he 
supported  any  scheme   for   emancipatum 
which  was  foUowed  by  a  dearth  of  sugar. 
He  held,  that  the  right  hon«  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Stanley)  had  proposed  a  safe  and 
practicable  plan,  and  it  should  have  his 
support.    After  all  the  g^ory  the  country 
had  achieved — after  it  had  contributed  to 
the  happness  of  the  whole  world  1^  Jta 
improvements— after  it  had  saved  Europe 
in  the  late  war,  it  would  be  melancholy 
indeed  if  it  were  now  to  proclaim  to  the 
world,  that  while  it  gave  freedom  it  per- 
petuated  spoliation.    They  had  been  told, 
indeed,  that  there  was  great  and  universal 
distress  in  the  country.     He  must  say, 
though  he  knew  it  would  expose  him  to 
obloquy,  that  he  did  not  believe  one  word 
of  it    Distress,  of  course  there  must  and 
would  be  in  a  country  like  this;   but  still 
it  was  not  general  nor  universal ;  and,  he 
believed,  that  the  country  would  ioonaent, 
in  order  to  see  the  emancipation  of  the 
slaves  safely  effected,  to  pay  the  sum  pro- 
posed by  the  right  hon.  Grentleman. 

Mr.  Giibame  must  say,  that  he  did  not 
think  it  fair  in  the  rig^t  hon«  Gentleimm 
to  call  on  the  House  to  come  to  a  vote  on 
this  question  now.  The  House  had  no 
means  of  judging  of  the  question  now. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  three  times 
changed  his  course.  At  first  he  proposed 
to  lend  the  West-Indians  fifteen  millions. 
He  (Mr.  Gisbome)  must  say^  that  he 
thought  it  a  pretty  strong  step  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman   came    down  and 
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changed  thatpropo8itioii>  andsaid^  I  do  not 
mean  to  lend,  but  absolutely  to  give  tbe 
fifteen  millions ;  but  now  this  night,  with, 
out  the  slightest  preparadon^  he  changed 
again,  and  nroposed  to  make  the  gift,  not 
fifteen  merely,  but  twenty  millions,  ror  such, 
said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  is  what  I 
now  disoorer  to  be  the  right  amount  of  com- 1 
penmtion.  He  had  always  been  in  favour 
of  a  &ir  oompensation  to  itke  West*Indians 
^^e  people  of  this  country  were  so ;  but 
the  amount  of  that  compensation  could  not 
be  agre^  to  in  that  hasty  way.  The 
queation  ought  not  to  be  pressed  on  to- 
B^l^ti  the  more  so,  'as,  if  the  House  now 
voted  this  Resolution  for  the  maximum, 
they  would,  in  fact,  pledge  themselres  to 
that  anunmt. 

Mr.  Slanley,  'under  these  circumstances 
consented  not  to  press  the  question  to  a 
division  then.  He  wished  only  to  add,  that 
wbaterer  might  be  the  amount  of  compen- 
sation, the  money  would  not  be  paid  till 
the  details  of  the  measure  had  been  carried 
into  effect  by  the  Colonial  Legislatures. 

The  House  resumed,  Committee  to  silt 
again. 

Roman  Cathomo  MABRt agbs.]  Lord 
Moijfneux  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
BUI  to  legalise  the  marriages  of  Catholics 
by  their  own  priests.  All  he  wished  was, 
to  pat  such  marriages  on  the  same  footing 
88  diose  of  Quakers  and  Jews.  As  the  law 
now  stood,  the  marriage  of  two  Roman 
Catholics  by  their  own  clergy  was  not 
lawful,  and  the  man  so  married  might,  if 
the  cetemony  was  not  afterwards  performed 
hf  a  dergyman  of  the  Establisbed  Church, 
leave  his  wife  and  fanuly  at  any  time  and 
many  again,  thus  learinghis  wife  destitute 
and  his  family  on  the  parish.  It  might  be 
said,  that  the  Registration  Bill  would  effect 
the  remedy  whira  he  proposed,  but  he  did 
not  think  that  it  would.  He  did  not  wish 
to  encroach  upon  the  Established  Church, 
all  he  wished  was,  that  the  marriages  of 
Ronaa  Catholics  by  their  own  clergy  should 
be  valid  in  the  eye  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Bichardi  seconded  the  Motion,  and 
ehaerved,  that  what  his  noble  friend  re. 
quired  waa  in  accordance  with  the  strict 
prineipfes  of  justice. 

Leave  given  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
bmigftt  m* 


>»».»»<■* 


HOUSE     OF  LORDS, 
Tuesday,  June  11,  1833. 


lftvvTsa.3   FilttkMM  pMNBtid.  BylheEniorOotroBfe. 
Utd  WTiTfoaPi  lad  ftlVoau  tosPi  fromwrcniriMBi, 


554 

tlie  iMi  Seetkm'or  Um  Load  JnrMledon  to 
—By  Lord  WvMFOiil),  ftooi  Grmvoiend  and  MUlon, 
■gaiut  taking  away  die  East-India  CotniMuiy^M  Trade. — By 
tbe  Ar^bishop  of  Ca  vtbrburt,  ftom  Canteibury :  and 
by  tbe  Marquen  of  Birra,  ftam  Am|>driU,— in  fkvdur  of  a 
Factoria  Riqgulation  BiU.~-By  Lord  Surnau),  fkom 
two  or  three  Place*,  against  SlaTvry.—By  Lord  Rammurs, 
flrom  several  Places,  for  a  Better  System  of  Churdi 
Fatranage  in  Sootlaad.— By  Lord  WTMrosD,  ftoro  Mr. 
Bemiib,  ibr  Inquiry  into  his  Case»  or  for  Compcmtioa. 

Local  Jurisdictions.]  The  Lord 
Ckancellorf  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  the  Local  Jurisdiction  Bill,  stated,  that  as 
he  had  received  a  connnunication  through 
his  noble  and  learned  friend  (the  Earl  of 
Eldon),  whom  he  did  not  then  see  in  his 
place,  informing  him  that  it  was  not  tbe 
intention  of  those  who  took  an  interest  in 
the  question,  and  who  bad  doubts  (he 
believed  they  were  but  doubta)  as  to  the 
principle  of  his  measure,  to  offer  any 
opposition  to  bis  Motion,  on  the  under- 
standing that  it  would  be  competent  for 
them  at  a  future  period  to  state  objections 
to  its  principles  as  well  as  its  details,  he 
would,  on  the  present  occasion,  abstain 
from  troubling  their  Lordships  with  any 
observation.  Following  the  example,  how- 
ever, of  his  noble  friend,  he  begged  to 
reserve  to  himself  the  right,  when  the  Bill 
went  into  Committee,  should  he  deem  it 
expedient,  of  occupying  a  portion  of  their 
Lordships*  attention  in  pressing  upon  their 
consideration  the  principle  of  the  BilL 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  concluded 
by  moving  the  second  reading  of  tbe  Bill. 

Lord  Lyndhurst  did  not  rise  to  oppose 
the  Motion,  but  simply  to  reserve  for  him- 
self, and  for  his  noble  and  learned  friends^ 
the  right,  when  going  into  Committee, 
of  discussing  the  principle,  on  which,  he 
begged  to  observe,  he  entertained  very 
strong  opinions  as  well  as  on  the  details  of 
the  Bill. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 
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MiNUTia.]  Piqien  ordered.  On  the  MoCiao  of  Mr.  Ba*. 
ifAL,  an  Account  of  all  Sums  received  by  the  Corporation 
of  the  Trinity  House  of  Deptftxd  Strmid,  of  the  Thames 
River  Pilots,  in  tbe  year  1851,  unhs  tte  Sth  Oooise  «h, 
cap.  125,  sec  4,  with  the  Names  of  the  Licensed  Pilota^^ 
On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Spbino  Rice,  an  Aooount  of  the 
PuliUe  rnoome  and  Eiqpenditiire,  during  the  yean  \930, 
1831,  and  ISSS. 

Petitions  presented.  By  Mr.  broHAM,  from  South  Shields* 
in  fkvour  of  the  Sea  Apprenticeship  Settlement  BUL— -By 
Mr.  W.  DtmooMBB,  fton  MaMon,  fbr  the  Repeal  of  the 
Duty  on  Matt.  and^taMi  tbe  Repeal  of  ttw  Com  LanML 
->By  Mr.  Pmabk,  from  several  Places*  against  the  GcMcal 
Register  BUL^By  Mr.  Gbaktlby  BaRKaLavi  from 
Fenone  aeUing  Spizili*  Beer*  te.,  bi  IreiiBd,  In  flnreor 
gC  ttM  SyiiUi^  WiBBb  nABMiflnInd*  BiUi  from  UoiteU, 


Charge  agaimi 


556 


fcr  AaMDdiig  the  Saltvf  Bmt  Aoki  «id  tnm  thef 
PriRWcn  for  Otbt  In  OkwoBilir  Goonty  Gkiol  lor  an 
Inquiry  into  the  State  of  that  Prisoo.— By  Mr.  R«  Pomca, 
Apom  MaochHter,  efshut  the  Ratiiig  of  TenenMots 
Billi  and  i^aiuk  the  Highway*  Bilk 

Chahqb  aoaikst  Sir  Thomas  Tbou- 
BRiBOB.]  Sir  James  Gnham  rose  to 
addr«80  the  House. 

Mr.  Cobbett  objected  to  tbe  hon.  Member 
speaking  on  tbe  adjourned  debate. 

Sir  James  Graham  se&d,  he  thought  it 
waa  incumbent  on  him  to  state  to  the 
House^  before  it  came  to  any  decision  on 
the  subject,  that  he  was  in  possession  of 
certain  facts,  from  an  official  source,  which 
would  entirely  set  aside  the  allegations  of 
those  who  had  signed  the  petition  brought 
into  the  House  by  the  hon.  membor  for 
Oldham,  upon  the  faith  of  whose  assertions 
that  hon  ^i ember  had  principally  rested  his 
case  against  the  ffallant  accused. 

Mr.  Cobbeit :  The  hon.  Member  had  oer. 
tainly  seconded  the  adioumment  of  the 
debate,  but  he  thought  tnat  he  should  first 
wait  to  see  if  any  other  hon.  Member 
intended  to  speak  on  the  question. 

The  Speaker :  The  hon.  member  for  Old- 
ham was  not  a  very  old  Member,  and 
therefore  not  very  conversant  with  tbe 
p'actice  of  that  House.  If  the  hon«  Member 
who  wished  to  address  the  House,  did  so 
with  the  intention  of  communicating  to  the 
House  information  derived  from  official 
documents  which  would  controvert  any 
previous  statement  made  to  the  House,  that 
hon.  Gentleman  had  an  undoubted  right  to 
make  such  a  statement  before  the  House 
could  be  called  upon  to  decide  the  question 
before  it. 

Sir  James  Graham  was  only  desirous  to 
make  a  statement  of  facts  with  which  he 
had  become  acquainted  in  his  official  capa- 
city, and  he  hoped  before  the  House  came 
to  a  decision  he  might  be  permitted  to 
make  them.  The  hon.  member  for  Oldham 
had  rteted  the  ebarge  of  felony  against  the 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Thomas  Troubridge) 
upon  the  testimony  of  two  individuals  of 
the  names  of  Captain  Owen  and  Mr.  Ed. 
wards.  Itwas  rather  remarkable  that  he  had 
information  of  a  singular  kind  relating  to  the 
characters  of  each  of  those  persons  from  the 
AdmiralQr,  which  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
state  to  the  House.  The  fint  name  amongst 
those  who  had  signed  tbe  petition  was  that 
of  Captain  Owen ;  and  in  laving  before 
the  House  a  statement  of  that  offioet^s 
oondttct  and  prafessional  life  he  bflffged  the 
Hoi  %  to  hoax  in  mind  that  he  orcw  all 
Us  fnfv  fiom  official  dooumeiitSi  at  the 
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preseiit  moment  preserved  as  ivootda  in  the 
Admiralty.  On  investigatiBg  them  he  fisond 
that  Captain  Owen  feoeived  hii  fwonoCion 
in  1794,  his  eenifieate  then  stadag  him  to 
be  twenty-two  years  of  age.  In  18j^S>  the 
Admiralty  issued  oirculan  requirftag  every 
officer  to  send  in  a  return  of  the  «ge  he 
was  at  that  tiraa  He  fbuad  on  looUn^  al 
Cantain  Owen*s  return  that  he  staled  him- 
sail  to  be  forty-seven  yearsaod  sixnofttfas ; 
now  tliis  would  make  him  to  have  reoeived 
his  promotion  at  the  age  of  nineteen  and  a 
half,  in  place  of  twenty-two  years  oi  agSi 
as  his  certificate  stated,  so  that  one  or  both 
of  the  statements  must  be  inoeriflct.  He 
further  foundithat  in  179^^  while  aotiogaa 
Lieutenant  with  Captain  Statihope,  he 
brought  that  officer  b^ore  a  CouvU>M«rUal 
upon  a  variety  of  ehargesj  tbe  principal  of 
which  was  for  fraudulent  oonduot  in  the 
management  of  the  slops  and  uaoSoer  Jike 
conduct.  The  Court  were  of  qpinion,  upon 
consideration  of  all  the  ebarges,  that  they 
were  frivolous,  maliciou^i  and  perfectly 
unsup|)orted,  and  tended  much  to  subvert 
tbe  discipline  of  the  navy.  Captain  Stan, 
hope,  therefore,  was  most  honouraUy 
acquitted.  Captain  Owen  was  afterwards, 
at  the  instance  of  Captain  Elpbioatone, 
brought  before  a  Court-martial  for  behaving 
to  Captain  Stanhope  in  a  most  insulting 
manner,  as  well  as  to  )iim  (Captain  Elphiiv- 
Btone) ;  for  sleeping  on  his  watch ;  and  for 
behaving  riotously  and  in  a  meat  unoffioer.. 
like  manner.  The  Court  found  him  guilty 
of  the  first  and  last  charges,  and  partly 
guilty  of  the  othen.  Captain  Owea  was 
sentenced  to  be  dismissed  from  tbe  aarvioe. 
Upon  an  investigation  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  been  restored  he  found  that 
great  irr^;ularity  had  taken  place.  The 
uiw  as  it  then  stood  was,  that  no  office  who 
liad  been  dismissed  from  the  service  oould 
be  restored  without  an  Older  from  the 
Kinff  in  Council.  Now  he  found  that  this 
regulation  bad  not  been  complied  with, 
the  order  for  his  restoration  beinff  signed 
by  a  singk  Lord  of  the  Adminuy.  He 
might  be  allowed  to  ask  whether  he  had 
much  light  to  oomphnn  of  any  irregularis  ? 
Another  person  who  had  signed  the  petition 
was  a  Mr.  Edvnird  Edwards.  Now  ha 
found,  on  looking  over  the  official  docu* 
ments,  that  he  was  a  Midshipman  in  1814, 
and  on  the  5th  of  January  was  tried  befeve 
a  Court-martial  for  behaving  in  an  insulting 
manner  to  his  Captain,  and  for  riotoua  eon* 
duct.  He  was  found  guilty,  and  sentenced 
to  be  dismissed,  and  rendered  for  ever  inca^ 
pablo  of  peomotioa  in  his  Mqeaty'siervloei 
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Sir  Edmard  Codnngton  would  § upport 
the  Motkm  fiir  the  r^eottcm  of  the  petition^ 
coDoeivJBg  the  aeirvioe  to  be  rather  injured 
than  heoefited  b^  the  oonduot  q{  the  pe- 
titioiiers«    Had  there  beoti  twice  the  num- 
ber of  mob  ofiioen  in  the  list  us  the  one 
now  com|d«iiied  af»  it  would  have  been  a 
graal  advantage  to  tlie  eountry.    He  gave 
his  leBtbnony  with  great  pkasure  to  the 
beaeftft  tlie  country  had  derived  by  the 
iniraetioA  of  the  Order  in  Council  of  1806. 
He  admsred  the  address  of  the  right  hon. 
Banmety  snd  exiiraned  his  warm  concur- 
rence in  that  part  of  it  which  stated  what 
was  due  to  the  son  of  such  an  officer  aa  the 
late  Sir  Thoroaa  Troubridge,  feeling  assured 
that  if  ever  a  reward  was  due  to  the  pos- 
terity of  any  man«  it  was  due  to  bis.    The 
present  Sir  Thomas  Troubridge  had  been 
under  his  ooounand»  and  he  could  say  with 
mat  pleasure  that  in  point  of  able  and 
boQoorahle  conduct  noman  woshis  superior. 
But  when  the  House  considered  who  the 
penvms  were  that  endeavoured  to  throw 
dirt  on  the  characters  of  these  honourable 
permnsy  it  could  come  to  but  one  conclusion. 
The  gallant  Admiral   also  defended  the 
condoot  of  Captain  Dacre  and  Sir  James 
YoH  and  aaid«  that  even  the  Americans 
would  do  justice  .to  the  bravery  of  those 
officeki.  All  officers  were  liable  to  accidenti 
and  to  this  the  capruri^  of  Captain  Daore's 
vosel  must  be  attributed.   His  miacn  mast 
having  been  shot  aways  his  ship  was  placed 
in  Midi  a  position  as  to  be  exposed  to  the 
nking  five  of  the  enemy,  and  this  occasioned 
his  d^aa^    The  regulation  was,  no  doubt> 
Bade   to  prevent  early  promotions,   lait 
periods  had  frequently  occurred  where  there 
wss  a  gieat  dearth  of  officers,  and  then  it 
was  pmicy  to  break  through  them.    He 
remlleeted  an  inatanoe  when  the  dearth  of 
alBcera  was  so  great  that  a  purser  had  been 
called  upon  to  keep  watch,  and  was  sent  to 
cutout  vessela*  The  country  did  not  forget 
the  servioea  such  men  had  rendered  to 
then,  nor  did  they  r^ret  their  promotion. 
He  repeatod  the  admiration  he  felt  at  the 
conduct  of  such  officers  aa  Sir  Thomas 
Troubridge  and  many  others,  who  had 
hmn  promoted  over  the  heads  of  others. 
]f  he  service  had  no  cause  to  regret  the 
Inregularityy  nor  could  any  officer  fed  the 
lasit  jealuuay  on  the  sulgect  when  he  oon- 
taaiplated  the  good  that  had  resulted  to 
Ui  country  from  such  a  course.    Under 
the  rylationsof  the  navy,  no  person  could 
be  a  Lieut«Dant  under  the  age  of  twenty* 
^ving  first  served  six  years  aa  a  Midship. 

If  whiob  atiea  was  no  trifling sorvitude; 


and  when  the  House  considered,  that  he 
must  then  serve  two  years  before  he  could 
be  a  Commander,  and  another  year  before 
he  could  be  posted,  which  would  make  him 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  did  not 
think  they  would  come  to  a  conclusion  that 
the  individual  could  be  very  inexperienced. 
He  had  no  doubt,  however,  that  if  a  war 
broke  out,  they  would  be  compelled  to  get 
rid  of  the  regulations  altogether  if  they 
went  on  to  dunniss  officers  as  they  had  been 
doing  for  some  time  past. 

Captain  Yorke  supported  the  Motion 
for  the  rejection  of  the  petition  on  two 
grounds;  the  technical  allegations  of  the 
petition  were  undoubtedly  true,  and  the 
petition  was  respectfully  worded;  but  at 
the  end  of  it  a  gpillant  officer,  and  a  Mem- 
ber of  that  House,  was  charged  virtually 
with  felony,  although  there  was  nothing  in 
the  body  of  the  petition  to  support  such  a 
charge ;. secondly,  the  grievance  complained 
of  in  the  petition  had  been  long  ago  re- 
medied, and  therefore  there  was  nothing 
in  the  petition  to  grant  He  thought  the 
hon.  member  for  Oldham  (Mr.  CoUiett)  if 
he  had  refrained  from  bringing  forward 
such  sweeping  charocs  would  have  shown 
better  taste  than  he  bad  ever  yet  shown  in 
that  House.  The  charges  he  had  made 
against  Captain  Dacre  were  most  unfound- 
ed, as  every  person  at  all  acquainted  with 
that  gallant  officer  was  aware. 

Sir  Hussey  Vivian  said,  that,  as  a  member 
of  the  service,  he  felt  called  upou  to  say  a 
few  words.  He  felt  sorxy  to  see  a  petition 
like  the  present  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  House  by  an  hon.  Member  who  set 
himself  up  as  a  pattern  of  every  thing  that 
was  pure  and  correct  He  would  undertake 
to  say,  that  no  Gentleman  bcridcs  the  hon.  . 
Member,  out  of  the  658  Gentlemen  sitting 
in  that  House,  would  have  any  other 
opinion  with  respect  to  thLs  petition,  than 
that  it  should  be  kicked  out  of  the  House. 
It  was  a  most  gross  libel  not  only  on  the 
living  but  the  dead.  The  hon.  Member 
had  said  yesterday  that  the  defeats  during 
the  American  war  had  been  the  result  of 
improper  management  He  had  had  the 
curiosity  of  looking  into  the  works  of  that 
hon.  Member,  and  by  those  he  found  that 
the  hon.  Member  had  but  lately  inibUied 
those  sentiments.  In  1814  the  hon,  Mem- 
berattributed  those  defeats  to  the  superiority 
of  the  American  seamen.  The  petition 
should  be  rejected  as  frivolous  and  vex. 
atious, 

Mr.  Cobbelt  said,  that,  after  the  severe 
shots  which  had  bora  fired  against  bimi  ho 
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felt  called  upon  not  only  to  say  something 
in  his  own  defence,  but  of  that  also  of  the 
petition.  Nobody  denied  the  existence  of 
these  malpractices  —  nobody  denied  the 
technical  correctness  of  the  statements  of 
the  p<)ftition;  indeed,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  admitted  it,  and  had  brought 
forward  instances  of  the  promotion  of  naval 
officers  to  prove  that  it  was  a  general 
^practice—showing  promotions  in  violation 
of  the  law  to  be  quite  common  [*'  No, 
no."]  Well,  then,  it  was  a  neglect  of  duty 
on  the  part  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  that  was  set  up  as  a  defence  of  the 
course  pursued  towards  the  gallant  Member 
against  whom  the  petition  had  been  pre. 
sented.  Why,  if  the  present  Lord  Chan- 
cellor were  charged  with  bribery — a  thing, 
that  in  his  opinion,  was  not  at  all  likely  to 
take  place — would  he  be  allowed  to  say,  in 
extenuation  of  that  offence,  that  such  a  line 
of  conduct  had  been  practised  by  the  great 
and  learned  philosopher  Lord  Bacon  ?  Such 
a  defence  at  the  present  day  would  be 
ridiculed  and  laughed  at  When  he  pre- 
sented the  petition  yesterday,  he  had  stated 
that  he  would  not  take  upon  himself  to 
vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  all  its  statementil 
but  that  he  believed  them  to  be  true.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  it  was  proper  on  the 
part  of  any  petitioner  to  apply  such  harsh 
terms,  but  when  an  hon.  Member  had  such 
a  petition  put  into  his  liands,  what  was  he 
to  do  with  it — ^must  he  either  refuse  to 
present  it,  or  be  answerable  for  every  word 
it  contained?  Since  Parliament  had  met 
the  House  had  been  told  by  a  member  of 
the  Petition  Committee,  that  a  petitioner 
had  no  right  to  leave  his  petition  to  the 
House,  and  no  right  to  have  it  printed.  If, 
in  addition  to  this,  no  petition  was  to  be 
presented  containing  any  words  which  the 
Member  who  presented  it  would  not  be 
answerable  for,  there  would  soon  be  an 
end  to  the  presentation  of  petitions  alto- 
gether. The  Orders  in  Council  had  all 
been  flagrantly  violated  by  the  practice  to 
which  the  present  petitioners  referred.  It 
had  been  said  by  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite, 
that  there  was  a  scarcity  of  Lieutenants 
and  officers  at  that  period,  but  he  (Mr. 
Cobbett)  would  refer  to  the  papers  then 
laid  before  the  House  to  see  in  what  that 
scarcity  consisted.  A  Return  was  made  in 
]  S^5  which  purported  to  be  a  Return  of 
the  Midshipmen  and  Mates  (the  persons 
out  of  whom  Lieutenants  were  made)  who 
had  passed  their  examinations,  and  had  not 
been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant 
in  each  year  from    1804  to  that  time. 


This  return,  then,  of  course,  went  b«ck 
to  1806,  the   perkd   at  which  the-  him. 
Baronet,  the  member  for  Sandwkh,  was 
made  a  Lieutenant.    What  had  the  country 
then  to  pay?     Why,  it  had  to  puf  for 
2,608  lieutenants,   1,488  of  wham  only 
were  in  service,  leaving,  therefotey  1,120 
more  than  the  service  requited,  but  wlddi 
the  country,  notwithstanding,  had  to  pay 
for.     It  was  imperative  to  t&e  tiiis  letum 
to  be  true,  because  it  came  out  oi  the  Ad. 
miralty — the  hon.   Baronet's  own   office. 
The    hon.  Baronet   (Sir  Thomas   Txou- 
bridge)    was  promoted    to    the  imk   of 
Lieutenant— no  doubt  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  Lieatenants-— at  a  time  when 
many  midshipmen  and  mates  who  had  aerred 
their  time,  and  passed  their  esaminatians^ 
were  left  without  promotion.    He  would 
now  like  to  put   a  question  to  the  lion. 
Baronet.     He   (Mr.  Cobbett)  gave  a  list 
of  names  to  the  hon.  Baronet,  and  aaked 
him  if  he  would  haye  any  objectioD   to 
have  those  names  printed  and  laid  en  the 
table  of  the  House,  among   which  were 
the  names  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 
The  hon.  Baronet  replied,    that  at  that 
time  the  frauds  were  notorious;  and   as 
those  things  were  not  practised  now,    it 
would    be   for   him    (Mr.    C.)    to    con- 
sider whether  it  would  be  fit  that  he  should 
now  move  for  that  which  would  shew  up 
those  officers  in  the  way  that  such  a  pro- 
ceeding would  do?     He   (Mr.   Cobbett) 
had  considered   this,  and  had  detennined 
merely  to  present  this  petition,  and  there 
let  it  rest,  but  he  could  not  do  so  now. 
The  hon.  Baronet  added,  that  at  that  time 
there    was   a    man   at    Somerset    House 
whose  business  it  was  to  forge,  to  fabricate, 
and — [Sir  James  Orakam :  Not  to  foive; 
I  did  not  say  forge.]     It  might  be  that 
the  word  ''  forge"  had  not  beoi  used,  but 
certainly  to   make   up  and   to  fabricate 
certificates,  for    the    purpose  of   getting 
naval    officers    and    men    promoted,    8cc 
But  did  the  hon.  Baronet  not  know  that 
that  very  man  had  been  tried  for  that 
conduct,  had  been  found  guilty,  put  into 
the  pillory,  whipped  and  punished  seve^ly 
for  it?     Had  not  also  every  penaoner  who 
had  got  into  Greenwich  Hospital  dirougfa 
his  instrumentality  been  turned  out  of 
that  hospital?     Did  he  not  know,  abo, 
that  every  man  who  had  received  a  pen* 
sion  through  his  means  had  had  that  pen- 
sion  withdrawn?     But    could    die    hon. 
Member  say,  that  a  single  officer  (and 
many  there  had   been)  who   had    been 
proflsotcd '  duoogh  that  man's  intotknaat, 
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fabricated  oertificateB  and  workings^  had 
been  bralccn  or  reduced  to  the  rank  he 
had  held  before?  Not  <Hie;  and  this 
was  what  animated  him  (Mr«  C.)  on  the 
pceaent  oocaaion.  It  was  the  difference 
of  conduct  that  was  shown  to  men  to 
that  which  was  shown  to  officers.  Many 
a  man  and  many  a  woman  had  been 
pwiished  severdy  for  forging  certificates 
e?ett  of  their  .births;  the  men  to  whom 
he  had  alluded  had  been  punished  in  the 
way  he  had  stated,  but  the  officers  who  had 
risen  by  these  malpractices  had  been  suf- 
fered to  benefit  by  themi  and  thereby  ren« 
dering  justice  a  mockery.  The  motion 
for  rejecting  the  petition^  was  not  founded 
upon  the  assumption  that  the  allegations  it 
contained  were  false;  and  it  would  be^ 
therefore^  like  ffinging  it  back  in  the  faces 
of  the  people.  •  If  the  House  laid  it 
down  as  a  law  that  hon.  Members  should  be 
held  respoDsibie  for  the  contents  of  every 
petition  that  was  presented,  it  would  go 
eventually  to  the  exclusion  of  the  privil^ 
of  petitioning  altogether. 

Mr.  Harvey  did  not  see  the  same  objec- 
tkms  to  the  presentation  of  such  a  peti- 
tion as  had  been  made,  because  it  not  unfre* 
quently  happened  that  individuals  sufiered 
under  a  secret  and  undefined  imputation  of 
much  gfeater  amount  than  they  could  pos- 
aUy  mlure,  by  the  bringing  forward  of  a 
charge  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  give  full  op- 
portunity to  have  it  rebutted.  Looking  at 
the  cticnmatanoes  in  this  point  of  view,  he 
cookl  not  hut  congratulate  the  hon.  and 
gaUant  Officer  on  the  opportunity  which 
had  been  affi>tded  to  him  to  negative  the 
charges  which  had  been  brought  against 
him.  Had  he  (Mr.  Harvey)  been  asked 
oQt  of  that  House  if  he  knew  a  gallant 
Officer,  who  was  a  Member  of  the  House, 
sod  (the  gallant  Officer  having  been  men- 
tkmed  by  name)  that  he  was  diarged  with 
having  committed  a  forgery,  he  could  not 
have  avoided  feeling  a  prejudice  against  the 
gsflant  Officer,  which  such  a  discussion  as 
the  present  could  not  fidl  to  have  removed. 
Bat  h^  thought  it  harsh  and  most  unjust 
that  any  sentment  should  be  entertained 
towards  the  hon.  Member  who  had  pre. 
KQted  ^  petition,  after  the  discussion  was 
concluded,  other  than  that  which  was  en- 
tcnained  towards  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Officer.  And  it  should  be  borne  in  mind, 
that  sueh  Members  of  that  House  who 
^sm  supposed^  like  the  hon.  member  for 
Oldhain,  to  represent  particularly,  but  not 
esdosively,  those  classes  whose  employ- 
ncB^  waa  «f  a  suboidinate  descriptioa--* 


that  such  hon.  Members  should  have 
some  allowances  made  to  them  for  being 
called  upon  to  present  petitions  from  such 
parties.  The  discussion  would,  also  have 
the  effect  of  showine  that,  although  such 
practices  as  those  alluded  to  had  formerly 
existed  to  a  considerable  extent,  yet  that 
the  Admiralty  was  found  to  have  discount 
tenanced  the  practice  for  many  years,  and 
that  it  was  now  discontinued.  Whilst  he 
differed  from  the  opinion  that  no  attention 
should  be  paid  to  the  statements  of  those 
whose  characters  did  not  stand  clear  of 
taint,  he  could  not  subscribe  to  the  doctrine, 
that  the  evidence  of  any  man  should  be  re- 
ceived  without  some  degree  of  sumpicion, 
who  had  himself  heen  guilty  of  that 
which  he  chai^^ed  against  another,  and 
yet  came  forward  as  a  specimen  of  indi- 
vidual purity  in  his  own  character. 
And,  without  mixing  up  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  in  the  assumption,  which 
he  (Mr.  Harvey)  intended  to  be  only 
general  in  its  application,  if  it  happened 
that  any  individual  had,  at  an  early  period 
of  his  lifetime,  committed  himself  in  such 
a  manner  as  had  been  described,  he  thought 
it  wab  too  much  to  say,  that  no  reference 
should  be  made  to  the  subsequent  conduct 
of  that  individual,  to  his  feats  of  bravery, 
and  noble  bearing  against  the  enemies  of 
his  country,  and  especially  when  that  indi» 
vidual  had  received  the  highest  honour 
that  could  be  attained,  by  being  returned 
the  Representative  of  a  free  Consti- 
tuency. 

Captain  EUioii  was  sorry  to  trouble  the 
House  at  that  late  hour,  but  he  had  a 
duty  to  perform,  both  on  his  own  ac- 
count and  on  that  of  his  brother  officers. 
He  would  at  once  state,  that  the  j^an  com- 
plained of  was  at  the  time  a  necessary 
one,  for  there  were  no  other  means  iX 
obtaining  a  proper  supply  of  officers.  He 
had  looked  a  little  into  the  subject  since 
it  had  been  brought  before  the  House, 
and  he  found  that  in  the  six  years  previous 
to  1800  there  had  been  900  appointments 
to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant ;  and  he  further 
found  that  so  great  was  the  drain  upon 
that  rank,  that  at  the  end  of  six  years  it 
had  only  added  200  to  the  number  of  such 
officers;  he  further  found,  that  during 
the  first  four  of  those  six  years,  900  had 
been  appointed,  out  of  which  there  were 
only  nine  names  connected  with  the 
Aristocracy.  So  much  for  the  statements 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Oldham,  that  the 
system  was  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the 
higher  classes.     So  very  great  ^ivas  A« 
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dearth  of  ofikersi  that  in  many  initanoeB 
Commanden  were  ohliged  to  take  common 
seamen  from  before  the  mast.  In  a  ship 
in  which  he  was  serving,  five  seamen  were 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  offioen,  cmly  one  of 
whom  did  well ;  the  rest  behaved  so  badly 
that  the  Captain  frequently  said,  "  Oivo  me 
boys,  rather  than  drive  me  to  the  neoesaity 
of  ttiJcing  men  from  before  the  mast^  how. 
ever  well  behaved  in  that  situation.  He 
would  defy  the  hon.  member  for  01dham> 
or  any  other  Member,  to  produce  one  single 
instance  of  a  ship  being  lost,  or  any  other 
casualty  that  had  happened- in  consequence 
of  the  oftoer  in  command  not  being  eligible 
on  account  ^  age;  therefore  that  hon* 
Member  oueht  not,  either  in  justice  or  can. 
dour^  to  mue  use  of  such  unbounded  state. 
ments.  As  for  the  cruel  and  uncalled  fori 
as  well  as  untrue  statement,  in  reference  to 
his  gallant  friend  Captain  Dacre,  he  would 
only  ny,  that  he  had  served  six  years  as 
Post-captain  before  he  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  captured  by  the  Americans.  In  1806 
the  new  regulations  were  promulgatod, 
and  they  were  most  strictly  carried  into 
efi*ect,  as  was  proved  by  the  lesultSt  The 
gallant  Officer  read  from  the  regulations 
a  clause,  which  stated  that  if  any  officer 
was  promoted  by  a  false  certificate,  he 
should,  whatever  rank  he  might  have  at« 
tamed  to,  instantly  on  its  being  found  out, 
be  dismissed,  and  rendered  incapable  of 
ever  again  serving  his  Majesty,  There^ 
fore  he  considered  that  it  was  unfair  in  the 
hon.  Member  to  take  cases  that  occurred 
before  these  regulations  came  into  effect. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  stating,  that  he 
was  one  of  those  who  had  been  promoted 
in  such  a  manner,  and  he  was  not  anhamed 
to  own  it,  as  he  was  aware  that  by  no 
other  plan  was  it  possible  to  reoruit  the 
service,  except  by  taking  common  seamen. 
As  a  Member  of  that  House,  and  as  an 
officer,  he  complained  of  the  conduct  of  the 
hon*  member  for  Oldham.  He  was  justi- 
fied in  calling  these  statements  most  unjust 
and  finil  chmrges*  That  was  not  the  first 
time  the  hon*  Member  had  indulged  in 
such  a  oourse^-«-£Mn  CobheU :  Name  Q-- 
When  the  dvil  retireaents  were  before  the 
House,  the  hon*  Member  stated  that  an 
c^ker  of  high  rank  in  one<tf  the  dock-yards 
was  displaced  in  the  vigour  of  .life,  in  order 
to  make  way  for  the  brother  of  a  Cabinet 
Minister*  Of  course  the  House  naturally 
oottdudad  that  the  case  was  a  recent  one, 
and  he  and  some  other  hon.  Members 
called  out  for  the  name.  Thea,  what  was 
tha  auxfriao  of  the  House^  when   they 


found  that  the  lion.  Member  had  to  go  back 
twenty-seven  year*  for  his  instmioe,  whirh 
was,  that  Sir  Clmrles  Saxton  had  been  dis 
placed  to  make  way  for  the  lale  Sir  Geoine 
Grey !  Now,  the  facts  of  that  caae  were 
these:— Sir  George  Grey,  the  bratlier  i^a 
Cabinet  Minister  now,  was  appointed  to 
the  situation  in  May,  1 804,  and  bir  Charles 
Saxton  applied  to.the  Admindty,  in  July, 
1806|  to  be  superannuated,  on  acoount  of 
inoompetenty,  age,  and  infirmltko*— having 
served  his  Majesty  sixty^me  years,  and 
being  at  the  time  seventy-aix  years  of  age. 
Tliis  was  the  man  who,  aocordiog  to  Uie 
candid  statements  of  the  hon.  Member,  was 
in  the  full  vigour  of  life.  He  tniated,  thai 
when  the  hon.  Member  arrived  at  that  age^ 
he  would  live  longer  to  enjoy  hia  vigour 
than  did  that  hon»  Baronet,  for  he  diod  of 
old  age  in  less  than  twelve  raontha  after. 
The  successor  to  Sir  Charles  Saxtoa  was  a 
gentleman  who  possessed  no  family  iafluenoe 
and  no  interest,  excepting  that  to  which,  by 
his  merits  aa  an  officer,  he  was  entitled— 
he  meant  Captain  LobU  The  hon.  member 
for  Oldham  must  have  gone  greatly  out  of 
his  way  fat  an  instance,  in  order  to  throw 
a  slur  on  the  characters  of  two  gallant 
officers,  and  make  an  attack  on  a  noUeman 
now  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  who, 
it  was  very  weU  known,  was  far  above  his 
censure.  He  hoped  the  House  would  en. 
deavour  to  put  a  stop  to  such  a  practiee,  for 
it  was  making  the  freedom  of  debate  a 
means  of  calumniating  individuala. 

Sir  Robet*t  IngiU  said,  that  tlie  hon* 
member  fi)r  Oldham  appeared  to  think  that 
any  petition  which  was  respectfbliy  worded 
ought  to  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House. 
He,  however,  contended,  that  althouh  the 
language  might  be  respectful  to  the  House, 
an  hon.  Member  should  use  Us  diaoretioa] 
in  not  giving  his  sanction  to  any  unfounded 
charge  against  an  individual.  Here  the 
hon.  Member  had  come  forward  aad  mode 
a  charge,  if  not  of  felony,  at  least  of  fkmud, 
QAaittst  an  hon.  and  gallant  Officer,  al- 
though he  admitted  that  he  knew  aolJiing 
of  the  facts  of  the  case.  Thehon*  Member 
Imd  asked  what  would  become  of  the  right  of 
petition,  if  thepresent  petition  wamreiecfeed^ 
The  ri^t  of  petition  certainly  hod  not  been 
much  mterfered  with  this  Session  at  least, 
for  more  petitiooB  had  been  presented  this 
Session  than  during  any  previooa  one. 
Nearly  10,000  hod  been  pceseated,  and  as 
for  their  quality,  at  no  fonaar  period  had 
greater  licence  been  allowed*  The  House 
liad,  howeveri  exercised  a  aonnd  diaovotifm 
in  dJeputjpg  to  aCoamUlci  the  tmrninatifln 
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of  ihoBe  mliliansy  ao  that  aothingBliiiuld  be 
published  Uwt  csmitiiiMd  matter  aSenaive  to 
any  party*  Ab  to  the  attack  on  Captain 
Dfl(Of«>  he  would  jutt  remind  the  House  of 
the  oofNlition  to  which  that  gallant  Offioer'f 
veieel  wa»  rediuad.  In  a  few  hours  after 
she  sammdeiedi  there  was  four  feet  water 
in  her  hold;  she  was  not  surrenderedj  there« 
forc^  tin  she  was  in  a  most  crippled  condl* 
tion.  iHe  would  ask^  after  this^  whether 
Captaio  Dacie  oould  be  accused  of  having 
sacrificed  his^ship  ?  He  should  support  the 
proposition  to  n^ect  the  Petition. 

Colonel  Evam  suggested  to  the  hon« 
member  for  Oldham  to  withdraw  the  Pe- 
lit3on«  The  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  James 
Graham)  had  unnecessarily  evinced  a  de. 
gree  of  soceneas  at  the  attack  on  an  officer 
mtbesegni»jfarhe(ColooelEvatis)  thought 
that,  io  far  ftmn  an  officer's  reputation 
being  injured  l^"^^  ^  diacussiony  it  would 
be  benefited.  That  was  his  opinion,  as  a 
general  prinoble*  As  to  the  hon.  and  gal* 
knt  Officer  (Sir  Thomas  Troubridge),  he 
admired  hii  conduct,  having  had  the  hcmour 
of  aenring  with  him  during  the  war.  And 
he  also  thought  that  gallant  Officer  entitled 
to  sooie  nfiMd  from  the  great  merits  of  his 
father,  loe  cauae,  howeveri  of  hia  ad- 
dreasing  the  Houae  waa»  in  conaequenoe  of 
having  been  requested  by  some  of  his  con* 
stituenta  to  do  80«  The  rigbt  hon.  Baronet 
had  alluded  lo  the  promotion  of  boys  in  the 
navy;  he  did  not  mean  to  complain  of  that; 
but  he  could  asMire  him  that  in  the  army, 
proiaotioBs  highly  culpable  had  taken  place. 
He  did  not  imke  this  observation  with  re- 
gaad  to  himselfi  but  as  it  related  to  brother 
officers*  who  had  had  young  men  placed 
oves  them  after  most  arduous  duty  on  their 
part. 

Mr.  Boebitek  did  not  wish  to  enter  into 
the  qiieatiaa  of  the  character  of  naval 
officer^  iait  he  must  say,  that  he  thought 
the  conduct  of  the  hon.  member  for  Oldhmn* 
in  pwiawiting  the  petitioui  was  quite  correct. 
He  denied  ue  responsibility  of  hoiL  Mem- 
ben  tot  theatatemenu  in  the  petitiona  they 
preeenteil  He  trusted  the  Houae  would 
pauae  before  it  rejected  the  petition. 

Sir  Maiihem  WMU  BMt^  aaid,  that  the 
hoo.  member  finr  Bath^  after  he  had  been  a 
little  longer  a  Member  of  that  Houae,  would 
find  thaSnoB*  Members  were  answerable  for 
the  atatasients  in  the  jfietitiona  which  they 
piiai'intedi  mare  eMoally  when  they  cast 
such  oaluasnics  as  the  present  did  upon  the 
of  individuals.  He  admitted,  that 
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people  to  that  House,  but  they  were  also 
iNiund  to  take  care  that  no  petition,  were 
the  means  of  con  ve3ring  abroad  calumny  and 
slander.  For  the  present  petition,  sudi 
were  the  calumnies  and  slanden  that  it  con* 
tamed,  that  he  should  have  no  hesitation  in 
throwing  it  upon  the  floor,  and  trampling 
upon  it.  •  With  respect  to  the  present  potl^ 
tion,  and  with  respect  to  the  statement  in  a 
little  work,  called  the  ''  Ten  Caidinal  Vir- 
tues," he  would  recommend  the  hon.  Mem<« 
her  to  exercise  a  little  more  public  consis- 
tency, and  pay  a  little  more  attention  to  such 
subjects,  before  Lc  brought  charges  against 
men  in  that  House,  who  stood  far  above  him 
in  all  the  relationa  as  well  aa  the  diatinctiona 
of  life. 

Mr.  Rmihven  was  aa  much  indiapoaed  aa 
any  man  to  receive  petitiona  that  could  not 
be  duly  presented  to  the  House,  and  he  ob- 
jected to  the  reception  of  the  presentpetition, 
because  it  contained  unbecoming  language 
toward  the  galLint  Officer  opposite.  He 
did  not  believe  the  statements  made  in  the 
petition. 

Admiral  Fleming  said,  with  reference  to 
the  statement  made  by  the  hon.  member  for 
Oldham,  of  the  numbBr  of  Lieutenants  out 
of  employment,  when  his  hon.  friend  (Sir 
Thomas  Txoubridge)  waa  appoinisd  a 
Lieutenant,  that  his  hon.  friend  was  then 
on  the  East^India  station  $  it  was  during 
the  war ;  and  he  could  assure  the  House, 
that  he  had  often  even  in  the  time  of  peace, 
on  the  east  and  western  coeat,  been  in  great 
want  of  officers. 

Petition  rejected. 

KimostownRailway«-.Appbal.]  Lord 
Oxma$tiown  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  petition  reelecting  the  DuUin 
and  Kingstown  Railway  Bill,  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  mtving  it  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee up  stairs.  It  waa  fortunate  for  him, 
in  bringinff  forward  this  subject,  to  be  under 
no  necessity  of  touching  on  debateaUe 
ground.  He  was  certain,  that  there  were 
&ct8  admitted  on  all  hands,  whidi  would  be 
quite  sufficient  to  induce  the  Houaeto  ae« 
cede  to  hia  Motion  for  inquiry  on  this  sub- 
ject The  facts  were  simply  thceo  In 
1831,  an  act  was  passed  for  the  construction 
of  a  railway  between  Dublin  and  Kinga« 
town.  That  work  waa  now  in  progress!, 
and  76fiOOL  of  the  public  money  nad  been 
advanced  on  it*  It  would  be  completed 
whedier  this  motion  was  agreed  to  or  not ; 
but  thesimplequestion  was,  whether  it  should 
be  completed  under  advantageous  or  very 
(lisadiiaiitaiifioimiiiTumstBiiiiDs    The  parties 
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had  felt  it  necessary  to  apply  to  the  House 
to  make  changes  in  the  line  of  railway  laid 
down  in  1831^  in  consequence  of  the  change 
of  circumstances  that  had  taken  place ;  and 
the  question  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House  was>  whether  those  circumstances 
would  induce  it  to  make  any  alteration  in 
the  Bill.  The  circumstances  to  which  he 
referred  were,  first,  that  in  1831,  two  of 
the  principal  proprietors  of  the  county 
through  which  the  railroad  was  to  pass,  had 
resisted  it,  but  since  that  period,  they  had 
changed  their  minds.  In  consequence  of 
that,  the  line  of  railway,  which  was  cir« 
cuitous  before,  would  be  altered,  consider, 
ably  shortened,  and  a  saving  of  several 
thousand  pounds  effected.  The  noble  Lord 
concluded,  by  moving  that  the  petition 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee 
of  Appeal. 

Mr.  (yCannell  rose  to  oppose  the  Motion. 
This  concern  was  one  of  the  ffreatest  bub- 
bles ever  promulgated  even  m  Ireland,  a 
greater  bubble  than  any  of  the  canals,  or 
even  that  of  the  St.  Patrick  Insurance  Com- 
pany, which  had  ruined  so  many  people. 
He  said  this  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
which  had  sat  upon  the  BilL  That  Com. 
mittee  had  reported,  that  the  preamble  of 
the  Bill  was  not  proved,  although  the  agent 
for  the  Bill  had  had  the  audacity  to  tell  the 
noble  Lord  that  it  had  been  proved.  What 
the  noble  Lord  ought  to  have  done  was,  to 
have  shown  that  the  preamble  had  been 
proved,  but  he  had  not,  because  he  could 
not  do  so.  The  Company  was  formed,  in 
1830,  as  a  public  Company,  with  the  in- 
tention of  getting  the  public  money ;  and 
it  was  curious,  that  only  eight  days  after 
the  passing  of  the  act  in  1831,  they  had 
obtained  an  order  from  the  Commissioners 
for  75fiOOL  It  was  notorious,  also,  that 
out  of  forty  members  of  which  the  Com- 
pany originally  consisted,  eight  were  stock- 
brokers or  notaries  public.  The  surveyor 
employed  on  the  part  of  the  Bill,  was  averse 
to  have  it  known  to  the  Committee  what 
his  charges  would  be.  He  called  this  a 
profesuonal  secret  He  wasnot,  itappeared, 
sent  over  on  account  of  the  first  bill — ^he 
was  not  imported  there  until  after  that; 
but  one  of  his  first  charges  on  this  job  was 
7,S00L  He  would  say.  Heaven  help  the 
poor  subscribers.  The  House  should  re- 
member that  it  was  exceedingly  expensive 
and  difficult  for  individuals  to  contend 
against  joint-stock  companies  such  as  this ; 
and  the  party  who  was  chiefly  inter^ted  in 
opposinff  this  Bill,  had  been  detained  in 
loim  a  loog  time  at  a  oonsidewbte  expeMo. 


Talk  of  solicitation,  he  would  say,  he  bad 
never  seen  so  much  solicitation  ia  his  li£e — 
and  it  was  a  most  anndying  thing  fbr  Mem- 
bers to  be  so  much  prened  in  cases  wfaemn 
they  were  acting  as  jurws.  If  tbey  wete 
sworn,  it  would  be  then  penal  for  them  to 
be  so  pressed.  The  petitioners  befiire  the 
Committee  had  given  up,  point  by  point, 
until  they  struck  at  the  shortest  posdhle 
limit,  in  order  that  there  m%ht  be  a  bill, 
and  that  they  might  have  to  chainge  far  cost^ 
aeainst  the  Company  at  large.  Hecom- 
phuned  that  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  had 
published  a  garbled  statement  of  the  evi- 
dence here ;  they  had  suppressed  four  letten 
which  formed  part  of  the  corzespondenoe, 
two  of  which  were  of  the  utmost  imporfcanoe. 
The  members  of  the  Committee  knew  the 
situation  of  the  pkce  well,  and  could  not  be 
imposed  upon.  For  himself  he  would  de- 
clare, that  it  was  one  of  the  grossest  bubbles 
that  had  ever  been  Imraght  into  that  House. 
The  second  declaration  of  the  petitiuoen 
was  a  recital  that  the  money  had  been  sob- 
scribed.  But  there  was  no  psrtide  of  evi- 
dence in  proof  of  that  allegation,  and  the 
Committee  had  determined  that  the  scheme 
was  not  likely  to  be  ben^cial  to  the  piiblie, 
nor  likdy  to  afford  permanent  employxnent 
on  the  line  of  road.  Indeed,  unless  the 
House  felt  disposed  to  prdoiote  jobbing 
schemes  in  Irehmd,  he  could  not  see  bow  it 
could  encourage  the  further  progren  of  this 
matter,  and  satisfied  with  having  done  his 
duty,  he  should  now  leave  the  House  to  deal 
witjb  it  as  he  thought  fit. 

Mr.  WilUam  Roche:  The  statement  of 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend,  the  member  Ibr 
.Dublin  (who  has  just  sat  down),  in  refer- 
ence to  the  non-production,  by  the  promoters 
of  the  Bill,  of  formal  orofficial  proof  of  tbeac- 
tual  payment  of  the  1 60,000^  stated  to  have 
been  already  paid  up,  in  furtfaeranoe  of  the 
existing  railway,  is  quite  correct.  It  was  at 
my  interposition  that  thepromotersof  thebiH 
wereaffcnded opportunity  by  the  Committee, 
of  establishing  that  point,  prior  to  tiie  Com. 
mittee  coming  to  a  decision  (which  they 
were  just  then  about  to  do)  whether  the 
preamble  of  this  extension  Bill  had  been 
sustained  or  not,  in  relation  to  whidi,  snch 
payment  would  form  no  immaterial  fintnre. 
The  parties  (both  promoters  and  opponents) 
were  accordingly  called  in,  but  the  pro- 
moters were  not  prepared  with  sudi  omal 
or  legal  proof,  though  I  apprehend  they 
offered  coUateral  evidence,  the  r^nkrily  at 
sufficiency  of  whidi  being  disputed  by  the 
other  side,  preduded  the  Committee  fiom 
admittiiig  it    Itiaayydierefbfc^hiii^beea 
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paid  in  pcmii  of  fact^  although  the  Com* 
mittee  could  not  take  formal  cognizance  of 
it.     If  I  may  be  pennitted  to  say  a  few 
iv'oxdson  the  merits  of  the  matter^  I  should 
be  disponed  to  observe  that  the  impression, 
my  mind  arrived  at,  through  the  conflicting 
evidence  and  arguments  adduced  by  the 
pTomoterg  and  opponents  of  this  Bill  was, 
that,  aff  regards  the  extension  of  the  railway 
to  the  Dalkey  Granite  mountains,  although 
probably  attended  with  some  advantage  m 
facilitating  the  carriage,  and  consequently 
^loouraging  a  demand  for  that  article,  yet 
that  such  prospective  advantage  was  not 
likely  to  be  of  that  magnitude,  as  to  justify 
the   required  expense,  and  the  inconven- 
ience o£  interfering  with  Dunleary  Asy. 
lorn  harbour,  over  which  it  was  proposed  to 
carry  the  road,  and  a  considerable  portion  of 
which  it  would  cut  off  from  its  present  pur. 
posea ;  and,  moreover,  that  there  already 
existed  a  tram-road,  from  those  quarries  to 
Kingstown  harbour^  which,  in  consequence 
of  the  inclination  of  the  ground,  from  the 
mountain*  to  the  harbour,  answered  suflici- 
entiy  well  all  the  purposes  of  a  more  regular 
railway.    As  regards,  however,  the  twoother 
and  secondary  objects  applied  for,  I  enter- 
tained a  different  opinion— I  mean,  first, 
that  for  the  shorter,  the  very  short  exten- 
sion of  the  railway,  from  its  present  point 
of  termination  to  the   packet^tation    at 
Kingstown  harbour— an  extension  which  I 
conceived,  would  be  equally  beneficial  to  the 
harbour  and  to  the  railroad — an  extension 
not  exceeding,  I  believe,  half  a  mile,  and 
therefore,  accomplishable  at  a  small  expense. 
The  other  point  was,  the  power  sought  for 
to  authorise  an  alteration  or  deviation  in 
the  present  tine  of  railroad  from  Dublin  to 
Kingstown,  which  deviation  would,  it  was 
represented,  save  the  Company  such  a  sum 
as  l^fiOOL,  and  furthermore,  shorten  and 
impfove  the  whole  line.    These  two  last 
points,  I  was  and  am  disposed  to  concede,  as 
in  my  mind  advantageous,    without  any 
oonoomitant  injury. 

Mr.  John  talboi  thought,  that  the  un- 
dertaUng  would  be  of  the  greatest  possible 
benefit.  He  believed  that  all  the  most  ma- 
terial perls  of  the  preamble  of  the  Bill  had 
been  proved,  though  he  was  willing  to  ad- 
mit, that  it  was  not  clearly  proved,  that  the 
required  portion  of  the  shares  had  been  sub- 
;Kribed  for.  One  of  the  greatest  evils  that 
aiBieted  Ireland  was,  the  wan.  of  capital 
and  the  consequent  emplo3rment  of  labour, 
and  as  there  had  been,  in  his  opinion,  a 
prnaJ  facie  case  made  out  in  favour 
of   this  Bill,  he  diougfat    it    would  be 


unwise  to  reject  it,  as  it  would  tend  very 
much  to  discourage  the  employment  of  ca« 
pitaL 

Colonel    Conolfy   said^    that   notwith* 
standing  his  connexion  with    the   noble 
Lord,  the  proprietor  of  Kingstown,  he  felt 
no  difficulty  whatever  in  expressing   an 
opinion  on  the  subject,    inasmuch   as  he 
considered  the  prosecution  of  the  work  as 
calculated  to  confer  benefits  on  the  public, 
totally  extrinsic  and  independent  of  those 
which  it  might  be  supposed  would  accrue 
to  the  noble  proprietor  of  the  town.    It 
appeared  to  him,  that  the  mode  in  which 
hon.  Members   had  argued  the  question 
was  not  the  just  and  proper  one,  for  a  great 
d&d  had  been  said  as  to  the  judiciousness  of 
the  undertaking.   Now,  he  considered,  that 
the  question  with  which  the  House  had  to 
deal  was  not  whether  the  persons  who  enr 
gaged   in  the  undertaking  in  18S1  had 
acted  judiciously  or  not ;  but  the  subject 
matter  for  their  consideration  really  was, 
whether  now,  when  time  had  overcome 
many  of  the  difficulties  which  at  first  ex* 
isted— -now  that  Lord  Cloncurry  and  Sir 
Harcourt  Lees  had  withdrawn  their  opposi* 
don— whether  or  no  the  railway  was  to  be 
constructed,  at  a  saving  of  18,0002.,  on  the 
best  possible  site,    or   be  constructed  on 
the  worst  posnble  line,  at  an  increased 
expense.     He  thought  ihe  construction  of 
the  railvray  would  facilitate  the  export  of 
stone,  and  also  tend  to  lower  the  price  of 
coal  in  the  Dublin  markets.    By  extending 
the  line  to  the  quarries,  as  proposed  by  the 
second  Bill,  the  traffic  of  DubHn  would  be 
increased,   and    considerable    employment 
afforded  to  the  poor.    The  cost  of  coal 
would  be  diminished  by  the  export  of  the 
stone—as  many  of  the  colliers^  that  now 
take  in  ballast  of  a  different  description^ 
which  is  totally  useless,  would,  if  the  rail- 
way were  extended,  return  to  the  western 
coast  freighted  with  granite  blocks,    for 
which  they  would  find  a  ready  market.  He 
would  not  arroeate  to  himself  the  right 
of  judging  whether  or  no  the  first  under- 
taking was  deserving  of  national  support ; 
but  this  he  would  say,  that  the  second  Bill 
was  calculated  to  msJ^e  the  line  better  than 
the  former  Bill.    He  thought  he  should  be 
wrong,  feeling  as  he  did,  were  he  not  to 
state — and  he  trusted  he  was  not  incapaci- 
tated from  expressing  that  opinion  in  con- 
sequence of  being  connected  by  blood  with 
the  noble  proprietor  of  the  town  —  he 
thought,  he  said^  that,  entertaining  the 
feelings  he  did,  he  should  be  wrong  were 
he  not  to  state,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
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dstennon  of  the  work  would  be  useful  to 
the  city  of  Dublin-* would  render  the 
harbour  of  Kingstown  of  the  utmost  im* 
portanoe— and  fumiih  employment  to  a 
large  portion  of  the  starving  population  of 
Ireland. 

Mr.  W.  Wynn  said,  thatthe  House  was  not 
now  called  upon  to  decide  upon  the  merits 
of  the  pnmosed  measure.  The  only  ques. 
tion  for  the  House  to  decide  upon  wasj 
whether  or  not  the  Committee  who  had  sat 
upon  the  Bill  had  done  its  duty.  If  there 
was  any  allegation  that  it  had  failed  in 
that  respect,  or  had  refused  to  hear  im- 
portant  eridenoe,  there  might  be  ground 
for  appointing  a  Committee  of  Appeal; 
but  if  the  Committee  had  discharged  its 
duty  fttiriy  and  honestly  (and  he  did  not 
know  of  any  allegation  to  the  contrary), 
the  House  should  be  satisfied  with  its 
decision* 

•Mr.  Sham  felt  himself  placed  under 
rather  peculiar  ciroumstanoes  with  regard 
to  the  question.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee,  but  was  not  able  to  bestow 
upon  its  duties  as  much  attention  as  he 
desired.  He  was  bound,  however,  to  ad* 
nit,  that  fWmi  such  consideration  as  he  had 
it  in  his  power  to  give  the  subject,  he  was 
inclined  to  support  the  Bill,  and  had  he 
been  present  at  the  vote  which  was  now 
appealed  from,  he  should  have  been  in  the 
minority.  But  he  considered  it  a  very 
difierent  question  whether  or  not  the  House 
would  reverse  the  decision  detiberately 
oome  to  by  the  Committee— the  inten* 
tion  of  the  House  in  passing  the  Resolution 
under  which  the  appeal  was  made  being 
clearly  not  to  correct  any  error  in  judgment 
of  a  Committee  sitting  on  a  private  Bill, 
but  to  control  any  impropriety  in  their 
conduct ;  and  on  principle  he  was  always 
strongly  opposed  to  withdrawing  from  the 
ordinary  tribunal  the  decision  of  a  case 
within  its  competency.  Though  his  judg- 
ment differed  from  that  of  the  majority,  he 
did  not  on  that  account  feel  justified  in 
drawing  their  judgment  into  question* 
Nor  was  he  prepared  to  give  a  vote  con* 
demnatory  of  and  necessarily  casting  a 
censure  upon,  their  proceedings.  He  was 
Sony  so  much  feeling  had  been  mixed  with 
the  case.  The  petition  brought  a  charge 
€f  canvassing;  against  the  opponents  of  the 
Bill.  Now  he  must  say,  that  if  solicita. 
tions  to  attend  the  Committee  be  properly 
termed  canvassing,  he  found  miA  made 
stronger  on  the  part  of  the  promoters  of  the 
Bill  than  on  the  other ;  but  so  far  as  re- 
garded soliciting  Members  to  give  their 


time  and  attention  to  any  paitiealar  ba&« 
ness,  he  oouM  not  consider  that  as  improper. 
On  the  contrary  he  thougjht  it  the  duty  of 
the  agents  and  others  concerned  on  both 
sides;  and  certainly  no  person  on  either 
side  presumed  to  canvass  him  in  respect  of 
his  vote,  nor  he  supposed  any  oflier  Mem- 
ber, to  vote  or  act  in  any  other  way  than 
according  to  the  best  of  their  judgmenti 
upon  the  merits  of  the  case  as  they  might 
appear  in  evidence.  Papers  had  been  dmi* 
lated,  stating  that  accusations  had  been 
made  against  the  promoters  of  the  Bill,  of 
which  accusations  he  had  never  heard  until 
he  read  the  papers  purporting  to  be  a  refu- 
tation of  them.  Another  observation  upon 
the  case  was,  that  the  House  would  be 
going  a  great  way  in  concluding  the  ques- 
tion in  favour  of  the  Bill,  were  they  now 
to  vote  for  an  Appeal  Committee,  whereas 
on  the  other  hand  by  refusing  the  appeal  in 
any  degree,  they  would  prevent  the  pnn 
meters  of  the  Bill  fVom  again  bringing  it 
fbrwaid  at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
Senon.  For  the  reasons  he  had  stated, 
though  he  had  been  and  was  indined  to 
support  the  Bill,  he  should  certainly  feel  it 
his  duty  to  vote  against  granting  an  appeal 
Mr.  Ckrisiopher  fihuitium  said,  be  had 
paid  great  attention  to  the  whole  evidence, 
and  it  was,  his  conscientious  belief,  that  this 
work,  if  completed,  would  not  be  productive 
of  pubUo  benefit  If  any  person  oouU  be 
benefited  by  it  more  than  another,  it  was 
himaelf,  beoiuae  it  would  diorten  the  raad 
from  his  property  to  the  city  (^Dublin  full 
seven  miles. 

Mr.  Haloombe  said,  that  the  petidon 
stated,  that  evidence  had  been  given  bv 
which  the  preamble  of  the  BiU  was  folly 
proved,  but  that  nevertheless  the  Com. 
mittee  decided,  that  it  was  not  prov^ 
The  petition  referred  the  House  to  the 
evidence,  and  maintained  that  the  Houw 
was  unable  to  come  to  a  sound  deeiaion  on 
the  subject  until  the  evidence  taken  before 
the  Committee  should  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Lord  Oxmantaitm,  in  reply,  observed  that 
the  petition  stated,  that  certain  members  of 
the  Committee  had  determined  to  thttm 
out  the  Bm  at  all  hasaids    [''  Name  '^. 

I  He  referred  hon.  Members  to  the  petition 
for  information  on  the  subject  With  re. 
spect  to  the  charge  brought  against  him  br 
the  hon.  member  for  Dublin  of  not  having 
attended  the  Committee  regularly,  he  saw 

*  that  the  diacusidon  was  assuming  so  muck 
of  a  party  question,  that  he  diought  it 
useless  to  attend.    The  hon.  and  Icamad 
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Member  iftid>  that  no  affidayit  was  pro. 
duced,  tbowing  that  the  money  had  been 
regularly  paid  up.  He  (Lord  Oxmantown) 
held  the  affidavit  in  hu  hand^  and  it  had 
been  in  the  poisession  d  the  Committee's 
clerk.  After  the  observations  of  the  right 
hon.  member  for  Montgomeryshire,  who 
ittated.  that  the  only  question  for  the  House 
in  decide  was,  whether  the  Committee  had 
done  its  duty  to  the  best  of  its  ability  ;  he 
should  not  eo  into  the  merits  of  the  case, 
if  the  Speaker  informed  the  House  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  opinion  was 
well  founded ;  and  not  being  prepared  to 
impugn  the  conduct  of  the  Committee,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  withdraw  his  Motion. 

The  Speaker  was  sure  that  the  noble 

Lord  did  not  mean  that  he  (the  Speaker) 

should  give  an  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the 

question  before  the  House,  but  merely  that 

he  should  enUeavour,  as  far  as  his  judgment 

went,  to  put  the  House  in  pooesuon  of  his 

opinion  of  the  origin  and  intention  of  this 

plan  of  referrinff  the  Petition  to  the  Com. 

nuttee  of  Appeau.    He  took  it  for  granted 

that  it  never  was  intended  that  this  should 

he  a  new  mode  of  trying  the  merits  of  any 

question:   the  only  meaning  oould  have 

heen  to  give  redress  to  persons  oomplaining 

of  irregularities  before  private  Committees, 

by  wluch  the  interests  of  the  petitioners 

might  be  prejudiced*     If  the  complaint 

were  that  the  private  Conunittce  had  come 

to  a  wrong  decision»  not  owing    to   an 

erroneoua  judgment,  but  by  misconduct—* 

f(ir  instanoe,  by  the  exclusion  of  material 

evidence,  and  that  by  such  exclusion  of 

eridence  they  had  oome  to  a  prematura 

decision  on  the  case — ^the  decision  of  the 

House,   in  referring  the  petition  to  the 

Committee  of  Appeals,  would  then  be,  not 

on  the  merits  of  the  question,  but  on  the 

conduct  of  the  (vrivate  Committee.     That 

he  took  to  be  the  question  before  the  House. 

The  merits  of  the  case  were  out  of  the 

queition ;  and  it  was  not  intended,  by  tlie 

vote  of  the  House,  to  decide  upon  those 

inents,  except  in  so  far  as  they  were  in« 

involved  in  the  culpability  of  the  Com* 

aiittee. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

MiNNfTSBiaL  Plan  fob  thb  Anoiii* 
TioN  OF  Slatbby.]  On  the  Motion 
ef  Mr.  Secretary  Stanley,  the  House  re- 
Mlved  ttwlf  into  a  Committee  on  the  Reso- 
lutions for  Abolidiing  Slavery. 

Tlie  Committee  proceeded  with  the 
further  consideration  of  the  4th  Resolu* 
^•— "That,  towards  the  compensation 


of  the  West-Indian  proprietors,  his  Ma- 
jesty be  enabled  to  grant  a  sum  not  exeeed* 
ing  20,000,000t,  to  be  appropriated  as 
Parliament  may  hereafter  think  fit. 

Mr.  Robinson  begged  to  congratulate 
the  House,  in  the  first  instance,  in  having 
carried  the  principle,  that  slavery  should 
be  abolished  in  our  colonies.  He  was 
confident  that  the  effect  of  its  abolition 
there  would  be  remotely,  if  not  very  soon, 
the  abolition  of  slavery  also  in  the  United 
States,  and  in  other  places  where  it  at 
present  existed.  With  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  compensation)  which  was  the  only 
one  they  had  now  to  consider,  he  would 
say,  certainly,  that,  taking  into  acoount  the 
sacrifice  which  would  be  made  by  the 
West-India  body,  something  would  be  un- 
doubtedly due  to  them  from  the  people 
of  this  country.  He  was  glad  that  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  had  adopted  the  plan 
of  probationary  instead  of  immediate  eman- 
cipation. If  the  people  of  Engluid  were 
sinoerely  and  aealouBly  anxious  lor  the 
aeoompUshment  of  the  great  olgeet  of  the 
abolitson  of  slavery,  they  should  eheeiftiHy 
pay  that  amount  of  compensation  whidi 
was  Justly  due  for  the  sacrifloe  thenby 
oocasloned  to  the  properties  and  fbrtones 
of  individuals.  Tnougfa,  there  might  be 
no  objection  to  the  principle  of  compensa- 
tion, there  might  be  a  great  objection  to 
the  mode  in  which  it  was  proposed  that 
the  money  should  be  raised.  He,  for  one 
would  never  obiect  to  bear  his  fair  propor« 
tion,  as  an  individual,  of  this  burthen ; 
but  he  feared  that  when  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  people  of  England  on  this  sub  eot  sub- 
sided they  would  entertain  diff*erent  feel- 
ings, when  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xohe» 
quer  would  he  obliged  to  levy  800,000i., 
or  1,000,000^  per  annum  in  the  shape  of 
additional  taxes  for  the  purpose  of  oaimng 
this  measure  into  effect.  As  yet  tliey  had 
not  had  time  to  have  the  opinion  of  the 
people  expressed  with  regard  to  the 
amount  of  compensation  proposed.  For 
his  own  part,  he  roust  protest  against  this 
revenue  being  rsised  by  a  tax  upon  eon. 
sumalile  commodities.  He  did  not  see 
why  this  money  should  be  raised  by  an 
additional  duty  on  sugar,  an  article  of 
such  general  use  that  it  had  almost  become  a 
necessary  of  life.  The  result  would  be, 
that  the  burthen  woulil  principally  fall 
upon  the  productive  and  industrious  classes 
in  this  country,  who  were  already  suffer, 
ing  under  over.taxation,  and  who  were  ill 
able  to  bear  it.  He  trostsd  that  the  mode 
of  raising  this  money,  which  would  not  be 
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decided  \ij  this  resolution^  would  be  here* 
afterj  in  the  progress  of  the  measure,  more 
fairly  adjusted.  He  gave  liis  Majesty's 
Ministers  sincere  credit  for  having  carried 
this  measure  so  far  towards  its  completion, 
and  he  hoped  that  no  difficulties  would  be 
thrown  in  the  way  of  its  ultimate  success. 

Lord  AUkorp  did  not  rise  to  speak  to 
the  question  generally  on  this  occasion, 
but  he  was  anxious  to  take  the  first 
opportunity  to  make  a  few  observations  in 
reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon. 
member  for  Worcester.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  riffht  in  saying  that  they  were  not 
now  callea  upon  to  decide  in  what  way 
this  sum  was  to  be  raised — ^that  was  to  be 
decided  hereafter.  If,  however,  the  House 
.should  decide  that  a  srant  should  be  made 
they  would  be  bound  in  some  way  or  other 
to  make  that  grant  good.  The  hon. 
Member  vaid,  that  generally  ^he  opinion 
of  the  people  of  England  had  not  been 
expressed  on  this  particular  part  of  the 
question.  Now,  that  opinion  had  been 
strongly  expressed  in  the  numerous  petitions 
which  had  been  presented  to  the  House, 
in  which  the  people  stated  their  readiness 
to  giant  any  sum  of  money  which  might 
be  necessary  to  carry  such  a  measure  into 
effect.  He  felt  confident  that  the  people 
of  this  country,  seeing  the  sacrifice  which 
would  be  occasioned  by  carrying  of  this 
measure,  would  not  object  to  the  granting 
such  an  amount  of  compensation  as  that 
which  was  now  proposed.  It  should  be 
always  recollected  by  the  House  that  this 
money  would  be  granted,  and  only  would 
be  paid,  when  this  measure  was  actually 
earned  into  effisct.  They  did  not  propose 
to  grant  this  money  to  the  West-Indian 
body,  and  then  toleave  it  to  the  West-Indian 
Legislatures  to  carry  the  provisions  of  this 
measure  into  effect;  the  money  was  not 
only  to  be  granted  on  the  condition  that 
the  measure  would  be  carried  into  effect, 
but  it  was  not  to  be  paid  until  after  that 
condition  had  been  fulfilled.  He  should 
not  enter  further  into  the  general  question 
at  present,  as,  no  doubt,  he  would  be  fre- 
quently  called  upon  to  address  the  Conu 
mittee  upon  it  durins  the  course  of  the 
debate,  but  he  had  thought  it  necessary 
at  once  to  apply  himself,  as  he  had  done, 
to  the  observations  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Worcester. 

Mr.  Charlee  Buikr,  thou|^  as  desirous 
as  any  man  for  universal  liberty,  could  not 
but  consider  that  this  was  a  question  in- 
timately interesting  to  the  people,  and  it 
was  the  duty  of  every  honest  repcesenta- 


tive  to  take  care  that  not  one  fiurtUng 
of  additional  burthen  should  be  laid  upon 
them— oppressed,  heavily  oppressed,  as  the 
people  were  already.  It  was  most  in- 
cumbent upon  every  honest  representative  to 
act  strictly  up  to  this  principle  now,  wheo 
so  little  thought  for  the  people  seemed  to  be 
evinced  by  certain  parties  in  the  House. 
Indeed,  he  was  perfectly  astounded  at  the 
manner  in  which  compensation  was  treat- 
ed by  both  sides  of  the  House.  On  tbe 
one  aode  there  was  a  readiness  to  confiscate 
the  property  of  the  planters ;  on  the  other 
a  disposition  to  squander  the  public  monev 
without  a  paraUd.  He  also  condemned 
the  carelessness  of  the  Government  in  the 
details  of  the  pecuniary  part  of  the  plan. 
First  the  Colonial  Secretary  proposed  a 
loan,  then  a  gift.  Then  he  named  fifteen 
millions,  and  altered  it  to  twenty.  As  to 
the  cobnistfl^  indeed,  he  did  not  see  why 
they  might  not  ask  twenty  millions  as  wet 
as  ^£t/&esa,  or  a  hundred  millions  as 
twenty^  for,  from  every  appearance,  th^ 
would  find  no  difficulty  in  having  their 
demands  complied  with  by  his  Mafesty's 
reformed  and  most  economical  Ministen: 
indeed,  so  liberal  seemed  the  Chanodlor  of 
the  Exchequer  of  the  people's  money,  that 
he  dared  to  say,  the  colonists  would  not 
have  long  to  wait  for  their  money,  for  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  only  to 
double  the  House  and  Window<4ttty  and 
the  Malt-tax,  and  they  would  be  paid, 
principal  and  interest,  in  less  than  three 
years.  He  meant  no  offence  to  his  Majesty's 
Government;  but  he  could  not  help  ex« 
pressing  his  conscientious  feeling  that  they 
were  showing  themselves  to  be  the  most 
dear  friends  of  the  colonists,  subservient  to 
all  their  wishes;  so  much  so,  that  the  present 
plan  of  Ministers  was  almost  predsdy  that 
proposed  by  the  colonists ;  indeed  he  should 
not  be  at  all  surprised,  before  the  House  rose 
to  hear  the  right  hon.  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  get  up  and  suggest  the  expediency 
of  making  the  twenty  millions  fitty.  He 
had  been  considerably  surprised  by  the 
arguments  ^of  more  than  one  Member  o* 
either  side  of  the  question,  but,  above  all, 
he  had  been  astounded  at  a  speech  made  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Middlesex  the  other 
night — ^it  was  a  most  unhappy  thing  for 
the  flock  to  be  thus  deserted  br  the  ahc^ 
herd's  dog— he  meant  no  offimce  by  the 
expression.  All  he  meant  to  convey  was 
his  sorrow,  that  a  man  'who  had  so  long, 
like  the  hon.  Member  he  mentioned,  been 
the  guardian  of  the  people,  should  desert 
them  on  such  an  occasion  as  thb*    He 
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oertHuiIy  had  beoi  petrified  to  hear  the 
same  hon.  Member  talk  of  twenty  millions 
as  a  mere  tzifle,  which  the  people  would 
grant  without  the  least  difficulty — who 
had  so  often  stickled  for  the  s&ving  of 
twenty  pounds  to  the  people.  He  (Mr. 
C.  BuUo')  did  not  for  a  moment  deny  but 
that  we  were  bound  to  make  up  to  the 
We6t..India  proprietors  the  full  amount  of 
beneficial  right  which  we  take  from  them 
by  the  measure ;  and  however  objectionable 
the  property  in  slaves  might  be,  abstractedly 
considered,  yet  as  it  was  a  property  estab- 
lished by  the  laws  of  this  country,  we  were 
bound  to  respect  it.  He  approved  of 
gradual  emancipation,  but  partial  oompens. 
ation  only  ought  to  accompany  gradual 
emancipation.  Now  he  objected  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  proposal,  because  it 
gave  fuU  compensation,  while  the  emanci- 
pation was  only  to  be  gradual.  He  thought 
that  a  leas  sum  than  that  proposed  by  the 
tight  hon*  Gentleman  mi^t  satisfy  the 
planten.  The  hon.  Member  entered  into  a 
variety  of  details  as  to  the  value  of  slaves 
in  the  new  and  old  colonies,  to  show  that 
Ae  o«np««««m  propo.ed  w»  too  much. 
If  the  {donters  were  to  give  up  their  whole 
property,  whidi  was  not  proposed,  the  sum 
for  compensation  might  be  reasonable.  The 
nj§^t  hon.  Secretary,  in  &ct,  was  going  to 
give  the  planten  four  times  as  much  as 
their  advocate^  the  hon.  member  for  Kidder- 
ininster,  was  willing  to  accept,  and  had 
made,  as  the  Representative  of  the  public, 
ft  very  bad  bargain.  He  must  also  object 
to  the  mode  in  which  that  compensation 
was  to  be  levied,  by  a  tax  on  sugar,  which 
be  considered  likely  to  prevent  the  bene- 
ficial  effeets  of  emancipation,  and  com- 
pletely to  destroy  the  cultivation  of  sugar. 
He  should  wish  to  propose,  as  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Secre. 
tary,  that  a  more  simple  and  pure  adoption 
shoald  take  phioe  of  the  Spanish  system, 
and  that  the  slaves  should  work  out  their 
owo  freedom,  and  pay  for  it  by  instalments. 
He  knew,  indeed,  that  his  plan  would  not 
meet  the  views  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Weymouth;  but  it  had  so  many  advan- 
tages that  he  could  not  avoid  calling  the 
attention  of  the  Honse  to  it.  If  that  plan 
were  followed,  according  to  his  calculations, 
the  pbnters  would  be  fully  compensated 
b^  four  or  five  millions  instead  of  fifteen. 
The  hon.  Member  entered  into  a  variety  of 
calcuktiens,  to  show  that  this  would  be 
the  mult ;  and  that  by  it  the  whole  of  the 
sbfea  might  be  emancipated  in  six  years. 
If  that  were  the  case,  if  it  were  both  more 
VOL.  XVIII.  {SH^} 


economical  and  quicker  in  its  operations,  he 
thought  a  measure  which  would  give  the 
speediest  relief  to  the  slave,  without  doing 
any  injustice  to  the  master,  ought  to  be 
adopted.  It  might,  undoubtedly,  be  ob- 
jected to  this,  as  to  every  plan  of  gradual 
emancipation,  that  it  was  to  a  certain  ex. 
tent  a  continuation  of  slavery — but  that 
objection  applied  to  every  species  of  gradual 
amelioration.  Unless  a  Government  were 
reformed  by  a  bloody  revolution,  the  im« 
provement  must  be  gradual,  and  every 
gradual  improvement,  whether  in  govern- 
ment  or  slavery,  necessarily  implied  a  re- 
tention for  a  time  of  many  abuses.  If  he 
spoke  warmly,  it  was  only  out  of  respect 
for  economy — an  observance  of  which  he 
considered  essential;  and  economy  was  a 
virtue  in  which  he  thought  the  Ministers 
were  deficient.  He  congratulated  the  House, 
that  at  length  the  fiat  had  gone  forth  for 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery ;  that  it  was  to 
proceed  from  that  House,  and  that  it  was 
immediately  to  be  begun.  He  did  not 
contemplate  the  probable  results  with  the 
same  eyes  as  other  hon.  Members.  He  did 
not  believe,  that  it  was  posable  to  make  the 
black  and  white  population  harmonize 
together ;  and  he  looked  forward,  without 
apprehension,  to  the  establishment  in  the 
West  Indies  of  a  doaen  St.  Domingos. 
The  negroes  would  not  work  so  much—* 
they  might  not  work  for  a  master ;  but  he 
believed  that  they  would  be  well  fed  and 
happy.  Whatever  might  be  the  results  to 
the  Islands—whatever  might  be  the  results 
to  our  commerce  and  shippii^— it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Legislature  to  cnect  emancipa- 
tion, though  it  was  equally  its  duty  to 
accomplish  that  with  the  greatest  advan. 
tage  possible,  both  to  England  and  the 
colonies  —  both  to  the  phusters  and  the 
slaves. 

Mr.  Pryme  agreed  in  the  principles  of 
the  right  hon.  Secretary's  plan,  but  not  in 
all  the  details ;  and  he  regretted  that  those 
details  had  been  so  much  entered  into, 
because  that  was  calculated  to  promote 
delay.  He  considered  that  the  right  hon. 
Secrotary's  rate  of  compen^tion  was  too 
high.  He  had  entered  into  a  considerable 
number  of  calculations,  and  he  believed 
that  seventeen  instead  of  twenty  millions 
would  be  a  full  compensation  to  the 
planters,  at  the  greatest  value  of  their  pro- 
perty. The  planters  were  at  present  in 
great  distress;  but  he  was  convinced  a 
great  part  of  that  distress  was  caused  b^ 
their  own  fault.  It  was  proved  before  the 
Committee  which  sat  in  I807»  that  from 
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179^  to  that  time,  the  planters  had  gone  on 
increasing  the  cultivation  of  sugar  to  a 

Seat  extenty  and  had  produced  more  than 
e  demand  would  take  off.  He  had  ex- 
amined with  great  care  the  tables  of  the 
imports  and  exports  of  the  colonies  for 
periods  of  five  years ;  and  he  could  say,  that 
from  the  year  176I  down  to  1807,  there 
had  heen  a  gradual  increase  in  the  importa»> 
tion  of  negroes,  with  the  single  exception 
of  the  four  vears  of  the  American  War. 
The  result  of  that  was,  that  there  was  a 
continual  over-importation  of  slaves  till  the 
slave  trade  was  extinguished.  To  that  he 
attributed  part  of  the  distress  of  the 
planters.  With  respect  to  the  question  of 
property  in  slaves,  which  had  been  mooted, 
he  denied,  that  any  laws  or  proclamations 
warranted  the  assertion  made  by  the 
planter,  that  this  country  has  recognised  the 
present  right  of  property  in  the  slaves. 
He  had  examined  the  Acts  and  Proclama- 
tions referred  to  by  the  planters  in  support 
of  their  views,  and  he  was  bound  to  say, 
that  they  did  not  bear  x)ut  that  assertion. 
He  admitted,  that  the  laws  had  recognised 
the  property  of  the  planters  in  the  slaves 
they  had  imported,  but  those  laws  never 
recognised  any  such  property  in  the 
oifspring  of  those  slaves.  There  was  a 
clause  in  the  Registry  Act  which  had  been 
relied  on  by  the  planters  as  recognising 
even  the  right  of  property  in  the  oirapring. 
That  clause  said,  that  the  offspring  should 
have  the  benefits  of  registration  as  well  as 
the  parents.  It  was  intended,  therefore, 
to  secure  benefits  to  the  children-*- not 
slavery.  It  was  to  guard  against  the 
clandestine  importation  of  slaves,  and  to 
give  the  offspring  of  slaves  the  same  right  to 
this  protection  as  their  parents— it  was  not 
reoognixing  in  the  planters  a  right  of  pro- 
perty in  that  offspring.  Where,  he  should 
like  to  know,  was  the  money  ta  be  paid  to 
the  West-India  planters  to  come  from? 
Was  it  to  come  from  the  pockets  of  the 
people  of  £ngland  ?  Why,  the  people  were 
on  every  hand  calling  out  for  relief  from 
their  present  burthens— from  the  House 
and  Window  Duties — from  the  Malt-tax — 
in  short,  the  cry  throughout  the  country 
was  for  remission  of  existing  taxes,  ami  not 
for  new  impoflition&  The  proposed  in- 
crease of  the  duty  on  sugar  was  very 
impolitic,  and  would  tend  to  limit  its  cou- 
tumption.  It  was  a  point  with  him  to 
make  himself  acquainted,  as  minutely  as 
possible,  with  the  state  of  all  classes  of 
society ;  and  he  knew,  that  there  was  an 
increasisg  desire  amongst  the  labouring 


classes,  to  consume  more  sugar  than  they 
did — a  desire  which  was  only  liRUted  by 
the  present  high  duties,  and  which  woald 
be  dFectually  extinguidied  by  the  iaspon- 
tion  of  any  additional  tax.  He  iioped, 
therefore,  the  subject  of  oompenaaiion 
might  be  arranged  without  payment  of  so 
large  a  sum ;  and,  at  least,  without  in- 
creasing the  present  rates  of  duty  on  sogsr. 
Major  Beaucierk  did  not  intend  to 
trouble  the  House  at  any  length.  He  re- 
gretted that  he  fell  hims^f  bound  to 
vote  against  the  propoation  before  the 
Committee,  for  he  could  not  help  giving 
the  greatest  poisible  csedit  to  his  Majeaty's 
Ministers  for  the  manly  maaacr  in  wfaiefa 
they  had  brought  forward  and  grappled 
with  the  difficulties  of  this  very  diifiealt 
question.  He  could  not,  however,  sup- 
port a  grant  of  20,000,00a(.,  under  ex. 
isting  circumstances.  Not  that  he  ob. 
jected  to  the  principle  of  compensation  to 
tlic  planters,  but  because  they  had  not  at 
present  any  means  of  ascertaining  what 
sum  would  be  a  fair  ooo^nsation  for  their 
loss*  If  the  right  hon.  Gentlenan  weie 
to  come  down,  at  the  expiration  of  a  year, 
or  further  definite  time,  after  the  plan  had 
been  commenced,  and  show  the  House 
what  was  the  actual  yearly  loss  sustained 
by  the  planters  upon  the  cultivaftian  of 
their  estates,  then  he  would  not  oblect  to 
give  them  such  an  amount  as  would  peofe 
a  fair  compensation,  even  thou|^  that 
amount  were  to  exceed  SO»008,OOQ2.  He 
could  not  also  but  object  to  tbo  19  yean 
apprenticeship.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be 
open  to  great  abuse,  and  he  mueh  fearad 
that  when  this  Bill  was  ynfted  acraa  the 
Atlantic,  and  the  enforcement  of  its  regu- 
lations intrusted  to  the  Housesof  Assenblv, 
apprenticeship  would  prove  but  another 
name  for  slavery,  and  that  the  Magistmtes 
would  be  to  the  full  as  severe  aa  the 
planters  had  hitherto  proved*  There  wen 
two  means  of  making  the  negro  woilr, 
either  by  wages  or  the  laA ;  and  if  they 
took  away  the  latter,  they  ^ould  not  moke 
him  work  without  giving  him  the  fornser. 
He  had  no  doubt  of  the  right  hon.  Secre. 
tary's  conscientious  belief  in  the  pfaotica* 
bility  of  the  plan— ^but  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  vote  away  twenty  millions  of  the 
public  money,  uidest  upon  mere  detailed 
statements,  and  more  distinct  preof  than 
they  could  at  present  obtain.  If  su^  were 
obtained  he  would  not  hesitatei  for  it  was 
due  to  the  planters,  and  to  the  honour 
of  that  House,  to  give  the 
proprietors  fair  compensation. 
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proprietori.  And  what  did  they  poDpose 
to  give  them  in  exchange?  Twenty  mil- 
lion, which  at  SL  per  cent,  would  pro« 
duoe  only  1,000,000^  per  annum;  or,  in 
another  point  of  view>  it  might  he  con- 
sidered that  they  were  ffiving  them  only 
eight  years'  purchase.  It  was  unjust,  he 
contended,  to  inflict  any  such  injuty  upon 
West*India  property ;  hut  he  sincerely  re- 
gretted that  the  loan  of  10,000^000/.,  which 
Uie  colonies  had  asked  as  a  boon^  had  not 
been  granted  to  them,  as  the  effect  of  such 
a  concession  would  have  been,  to  conciliate 
the  West-India  proprietors,  and  obtain  their 
co-opeiatioQ  in  carrying  this  great  experi- 
ment into  proper  effect.  If  the  Govern, 
ment  really  wished  for  the  assistance  of 
that  body  (and  without  it  their  plan  would 
be  worth  nothing),  they  shoiud  implore 
Parliament  not  to  deal  hardly  with  the 
planters. 

Mr.  Jervis  was  perfectly  ready  to  give 
to  the  West-India  proprietors  such  just 
and  fair  oompensation  as  they  were  really 
entitled  to ;  but  he  would  give  them  no 
more.  He,  however^  oould  not  understand 
how  it  was,  that  they  laid  claim  to  com<- 
pensation  as  a  matter  of  right,  or  that  tlie 
Grovemment  were  to  give  such  a  sum  of 
the  public  money  for  the  purchase  of  con. 
dilation,  at  a  period  when  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Althorp)  absolutely  refused  to  remit 
to  the  people  of  England  any  portion  of 
the  heavy  taxation  under  which  they 
suffered.  If  the  people  had  been  aware 
that  slave  emancipation  was  to  be  obtained 
at  an  expense  like  this  to  their  own  coun- 
try, they  most  assuredly  would  have  paused 
befcwe  they  crowded  the  Table  of  that 
House  with  petitions  on  the  subject.  When 
they  did  know  the  means  by  vvhich  it  was 
to  bo  adcomplished,  he  was  satisfied  in  his 
own  mind  that  many  of  them,  if  the  op. 
portunity  were  affi)ided  to  them,  would 
revoke  Uie  ajqpeals  which  they  hsul  made. 
But,  after  the  Resolution  they  had  nassed, 
the  House  might  be  considered  pledged 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery;  and  the  only 
question  thai  remained  to  be  determined^ 
wasy  what  amount  of  oompensation  were 
the  planters  entitled  to  receive*  They  had 
not  been  fully  informed  upon  this  part  of 
the  case,  nor  had  it  been  stated  how,  or  fay 
what  means,  such  a  sum  as  that  proposed  to 
be  given  was  to  be  raised.  But  it  should 
not  be  forgotten,  that  oompensation  was  to 
be  made,  and  a  large  sum  raised  at  a  time 
when  the  noble  Lord  refused  to  take  off 
the  Malt«duty,  or  the  House  and  Window- 
tax,  without  a  substitute  like  the  Property- 
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Viaemmt  S4$ndo»  observed,  that  he  would 
not  trespass  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  for  any  great  kngth  of  time. 
Many  objections  had  been  uiiged  by  hon. 
Gendemen  to  others  equolly  as  honourable 
who  were  of  opinion  that  the  West-India 
planters  had  not  a  property  in  the  slaves. 
Nowt  if  they  had  not,  whence  came  the  first 
motion  of  compensation  for  the  losses  of 
the  planters  by  the  fact  of  the  emancipation 
of  the  slaves?  In  his  opinion,  however, 
under  the  present  dreumstanoes,  the  more 
prudimt  oQursB  for  all  the  parties  interested 
to  pursue*  would  be  that  of  conciliation ; 
f<ir  in  any  other  case,  ndther  could  tell  the 
oonsequeaces  which  might  very  speedily 
ensue.  Surrounded  as  this  great  question 
was  with  difficulties,  it  must  be  evident  to 
overy  one.  that  die  Legislature  was  bound 
to  intieeed  in  the  most  cautious  maoner. 
A  false  step  now  committed  could  not  be 
easily  remedied,  even  at  no  very  distant 
day.  Many  a^pvahensions  were  to  be 
overoome  in  the  case  of  the  negro,  as  well 
aa  in  that  of  the  planter*  and  it  was  only  to 
s  gndiud  transition  in  the  condition  of 
either  that  die  olgeats  of  both  oould  be 
really  and  fiiirly  accomplished.  Suppose 
Uie  oompensation  required  for  the  planter 
waa  to  be  stated  merely  at  seventeen 
milliona  and  a-half,  why,  he  would  ask, 
would  not  the  pajrment  of  that  sum  be 
oonaidered  as  an  extremely  jNrofitable 
bargaia,  if  it  eould  be  made  the  means  of 
aecuring  an  aeoommodation  between  the 
parties  F  Suppose  a  little  increase  would 
more  eadly  socure  it,  ought  much  difficulty 
to  prevail  respecting  it?  He  would  not 
object  to  the  measure  of  compensation  pro- 
posed  to  be  given  to  the  planters,  povided 
It  oould  be  made  apparent  that  such  a  sum 
aa  WfiOOfiOQL  would  be  sufficient  to  screen 
Wosl-India  property  from  loss.  He  did 
not  believe  it  would,  and  he,  therefore,  con- 
aidered  diat  both  in  justice  and  common 
honesty*  they  ought  to  receive  35,000,000/. 
for  aim  sum,  he  was  convinoed,  would  not 
save  them  harmless.  The  hon.  member 
ibr  Cambridge  (Mr.  Pry  me)  had  calculated 
the  loss  at  17,500,0001.;  but  he  (Lord 
Sandpn)  should  be  able  to  show,  that  it 
could  not  be  covered  by  any  lass  sum  than 
MfiOOfiOOl,  The  gloss  amount  of  West- 
Indin  produce  annually  exported,  was  about 
10.000*000/.,  and  that  consumed  in  the 
ookmies  about  8,400,000/.  As  they  pro- 
pond  to  diminidi  a  fourth  of  the  labour, 
tbay  would  diminish  the  produce  by  one- 
fourth  and  thus  in  exports  about  2,500,000/. 
would  la  taken  awiv  firon  die  West«India 
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tax,  the  country  being  as  averse  from  one 
as  from  the  other.     At  first,  the  right  hon. 
Secretary,  no  doubt  after  full  deliberation 
and  inquiry,  thought  a  loan  of  15,000,000/. 
would   have  been   enough    to   work  out 
slavery;   but  what  was  now  his  proposi- 
tion?     Why,    that    they    should     grant 
20,000,000/.,  not,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind,  as  a  loan,  but  as  a  gift,  for  this  same 
purpose.     He,  however,  supposed  the  ob- 
ject   of  the  right    hon.  Secretary    to  be 
merely    to   ascertain   the  feeling  of   the 
House;   but  as  well  might  the  Govern- 
ment lavish  millions  of  the  public  money 
in  conciliating  hon.  Members  on  that  side 
of  the  House  towards  their  measures,  as 
purchase    the  co-operation   of   the  West 
India  proprietors.     If  they  were  to  give 
5,000,000/.  away  for  such  a  purpose,  he 
repeated  they  might  just  as  well  go  back 
to  the  old  rotten-borough  system.      This 
plan  had  been  described  by  the  right  hon. 
Secretary  as  a  great  experiment,  but  he 
(Mr.  Jervis)  wished  to  know,  if  they  would 
be  acting  wisely  in  giving  the  public  money 
away  before  the  experiment  had  been  tried. 
Such  a  course  seemed  to  him,  he  must  con. 
fess,  very  like  legislating  in  the  dark.  The 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Sandon)  had  said,  that 
the    colonies    would    sustain    a    loss    of 
1,500,000/.     But   how    stood    the    fact? 
Why,  that  although  there  might  be  a  loss 
of  1,500,000/.  for  twelve  years,  the  West 
India  proprietors  would  obtain  in  perpe- 
tuity 1,000,000/.  annually;   so  that,  in- 
stead of  being  losers,  they  Would  be  im- 
mense gainers  by  the  bargain.     The  right 
hon.  Secretary,  and  others,  also  contended, 
that  the   abolition   of  slavery   would  be 
an  advantage  to  the  planters;   that  free 
labour    was  cheaper  than   slave    labour; 
and  therefore  they  were  now  called  upon 
to  pay  the  planter  for  conferring  a  benefit 
on  him.     Although,    as  he  had   said  be. 
fore,  he  was  desirous  that  aU  just  and 
proper  compensation  should  be  given  to  the 
planters,  he    must  object    to  the   public 
money  being  disposed  of,  without  inquiry 
as  to  the  amount  of  injury  ivhich  West- 
India  property  was  likely  to   sustmn  by 
the     measure.       That    should    be    made 
out  clearly  before  they  voted  one  sixpence. 
It  had   been    said,  that   the   mortgagees 
of  colonial  property  would  be  losers ;   but 
the  evidence  which  had  been  taken  on  that 
head  went   to   prove,    that    no   injusti(*e 
whatever  would  be  done  to  them  further 
than  obliging  thcra  to  receive  back  their 
principal,  and   relinquish  a  high   nite  of 
interest.     By  the  present   system  it  was 


well  known^  that  by  means  of  agency, 
brokerage,  and  other  incidents,  they  got  as 
much  as  25  ^r  cent  upon  their  captflJ.  It 
could  not  be  denied  diat,  for  the  money 
which  they  had  advanced,  they  obtained 
very  large  profits.  The  effect  of  the  Go. 
vernment  plan  would  be  to  burthen  this 
country  with  1,000,000/.  a.year  more. 
But  where  was  the  prospect  of  their  being 
able  to  raise  such  a  sum  ?  The  people  of 
England  called  out  in  vain  for  a  redaction 
of  taxes,  but  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  AI- 
thorp)  told  them  that  he  could  not  take  off 
a  single  shilling,  without  endangering  the 
public  credit ;  and  yet,  with  this  fact  be- 
fore them,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  pro. 
posed  adding  to  the  burthens  of  the  coun- 
try in  order  to  buy  the  co-operation  of  the 
planters.  He  could  not  concur  in  the 
policy  which  the  right  hon.  (xentleman 
had  adopted  in  this  particular,  and  there- 
fore he  must  vote  against  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  said,  that  two 
attacks  had  been  made  upon  the  Grovem- 
ment  that  evening,  the  latter  of  which 
he  felt  himself  calfed  upon  to  lose  no  time 
in  noticing.  In  the  early  stages  of  the 
discussion,  one  class  of  reasoners  bad  pro- 
fessed the  most  extraordinaiy  anxiety  to 
see  the  termination  of  slavery,  profcasing 
at  the  same  time  the  most  violent  attach- 
ment to  liberty  in  the  abstract^  but  wishing 
justice  to  be  done  to  all  parties ;  but  be 
was  afraid,  that  if  the  slaves  had  depended 
on  their  exertions  for  their  emancipation, 
they  would  have  experienced  but  little  ad- 
vantage. It  had  now  met  the  opposition 
of  a  class  of  persons  adopting  a  similar  style 
of  reasoning,  though  professing  to  take  a 
different  view  of  the  question.  These 
latter  individuals  had  not  the  least  objeo- 
iion  to  compensation  in  the  abstract,  though 
they  were  ready  enough  to  find  objections 
to  any  particular  application.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  seemed 
to  belong  to  ),his  class  of  reasoners ;  for, 
while  he  professed  his  willingness  to  grant 
compensation  in  the  abstract,  he  evinced 
no  desire  to  satisfy  those  whom  it  was 
no  less  the  duty,  than  the  interest  of  that 
House,  to  conciliate.  He  did  not  doubt 
that  compensation  in  the  abstract  ought  to 
be  given ;  but,  agreeing  with  those  who 
thought  the  advantage  of  the  planters 
would  be  promoted  by  free  labour,  he 
seemed  to  imagine  that  they  were  the  par- 
ties by  whom  it  ought  to  be  paid.  The 
calculations  into  which  the  hon.  Gentle. 
man  had  entered,  were,  to  him  (Mr.  Stan- 
ley), altogether  unintelligible ;   for  he  was 
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unable  to  comprehend  how  they  could  at 
the  same  time  diminish  the  value  and  se- 
curity of  West-India  property,  and  confer 
a  benefit  on  the  planter.    The  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  said,  that  the  House  was  about  to 
legislate  in  the  dark,  without  inquiry.   He 
(Mr.  Stanley)  did   not    think,   that   the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  very 
much  enlighten  the  country  upon  the  sub- 
ject.    The  hon.  Gentleman  had  said,  that 
free  labour  would  be  cheaper  than'shive 
labour,  and  that  the  planters  ought  to  make 
a  compensation.    That  argument  had  been 
before  stated  and  refuted.     It   might  be 
cheaper  to  hire  horses  than  to  keep  them  ; 
but  was  he  to  foUow  the  directions  of  a 
friend  who  might  say,  ''  Give  your  own 
horses  to  me,  that  you  may  use   hired 
horses,  and  give  me  a  compensation  into 
the  bargain,  for  informing  you  how  you 
may  get  your  work  done  cheap."     It  was 
said,  that  by   the  Resolution  which  had 
passed  the  other  night,  the  termination  of 
slavery  was  inevitable.     He  acquiesced  in 
that  proposition,  and  he  said  boldly  to  the 
House :  "  You  have  carried  the  question  of 
slavery,  the  question  for  the  House  and  the 
country   to  decide   is,  whether  you   will 
cany  it  consistently  with  honesty."   It  had 
at  one  time  entered  into  the  contemplation 
of  Government  to  separate  the  question  of 
slavexy  from  the  details,  and   make   two 
dLitinct  measures ;  but  they  were  deterred 
from  that  course,  by  the  possibility  that 
one  measure  might  pass  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  that  by  some  means  or  other, 
the  other  measure  might  miscarry.     They 
therefore  determined,  that  the  same  packet 
which  carried  out  the  Resolutions,  pledging 
the  House  of  Commons  to  the  termination 
of  slavery,  should  also  carry  out  a  pledge 
that  the  termination  of  slavery  should  be 
accompanied  with  a  due  regard  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  proprietors.     He  should,  in- 
deed, feel  great  remorse,  if  he  could  believe 
that,  after  consenting  to  the  first  Resolu- 
tion, the  House  would  negative  the  other 
Resolutions.     It  was  said,  that  if  the  coun- 
try had  known  that  this  large  sum  of  money 
must    be    paid,    there    would   not    have 
been  so  many  petitions  upon  the  subject 
It  was  incorrect,  it  would  be  an  injustice 
to  the  people  of  £ngland,  to  say,  that  the 
moral  and  religious  feeling  which  had  led 
them  to .  advocate  the  abolition  of  slavery 
oould  have  been  turned  aside  by  any  pecu- 
niary   considerations;    and    the    question 
which  the  Committee  had  now  to  resolve 
was,  whether  or  not  they  would  render 
the  paper  on  which  the  Resolutions  were 


written  mere  waste,  or  convert  it  into  a 
real  and  practical  purpose  ?  Of  those  who 
objected  to  compensation  as  a  means  of  con- 
ciliating the  West-India  proprietors,  he 
would  ask  whether  they  had  never  heard 
of  such  a  thing  as  purchasing  the  good  will 
of  premises  to  obtain  a  particular  object  ? 
It  was  his  firm  opinion  that  if  they  could 
purchase  the  co-operation  of  the  colonists 
for  2,000,000/.,  3,000,000/.,  or  even 
5,000,000/.,  in  carrying  this  great  measure 
into  effect,  the  money  would  be  judiciously 
laid  out,  for  might  not  their  assistance  be  a 
great  advantage  to  this  country,  and  at  the 
same  time  prevent  an  effusion  of  blood? 
They  must  all  be  aware  that  without  con- 
ciliation the  colonies  would  obstinately 
resist  any  plan  the  Government  might 
propose  for  their  adoption;  but  if  they 
were  only  to  take  into  consideration  the 
value  of  the  slaves  to  be  liberated,  they 
must  be  convinced  that  the  compensation 
proposed  to  be  given  was  not  too  great. 
It  ^ould  be  recoDected  that  when  he  asked 
for  a  loan  of  15,000,000/.  for  the  planters 
he  intended  that  it  should  be  repaid  out  of 
the  wages  of  the  negro ;  and  that  in  addi- 
tion to  this  the  slave  would  have  to  pay  by 
instalments  the  price  that  might  be  set 
upon  him  by  his  master.  With  reference 
to  this  country  he  granted,  that  nothing 
more  than  a  loan  was  at  first  contem^dated ; 
but  with  regard  to  the  colonies  the  propo- 
sition amounted  to  an  actual  grant  of 
15,000,000/.  There  was  nothing  incon- 
sistent between  the  first  and  last  proposi- 
tions which  he  had  made.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  thought  the  alteration  which 
he  had  made  in  his  proposition  with  respect 
to  compensation  was  put  forward  merely  to 
feel  the  pulse  of  the  House.  But  was 
there  anything  unusual  in  Government 
endeavouring  to  ascertain  the  feeling  of 
Parliament  upon  a  question  so  gigantic,  so 
encompassed  with  difficulties,  and  with 
respect  to  which  there  were  so  many  con. 
flicting  and  irreconcilable  opinions  as  this  ? 
He  was  sure  that  there  was  nut,  and  lie 
should  be  borne  out  by  facts  when  he 
asserted,  that  no  measure  of  any  importance 
had  ever  passed  tlirough  the  Legislature 
without  in  its  progress  concessions  being 
made  to  parties  on  the  one  side  and  the 
other,  for  the  purpose  of  conciliation,  as 
had  been  made  on  the  present  occasion. 
The  increase  of  the  compensation  was  no 
secret  to  the  country,  but  was  openly  pro- 
posed upon  the  ground  of  fairness  and 
justice.  Upon  further  calculations  the 
Government    sawj    that     an   additional 
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5^000,000/.  would  be  more  likely  to  8ecut« 
to  them  the  object  which  was  so  desitable^ 
the  co-operation  of  the  proprietors.  The 
hon.  member  for  Cambridge  thought  the 
sum  of  20,000,000/.  too  large,  and  made 
the  proper  amount  according  to  his  own 
calculations,  17>500,000/.  But  the  hon. 
Member  forgot  that  in  the  plan  the  planter 
was  deprived  of  one-fourth  the  value  of  his 
slaves,  while  he  was  left  with  the  burthen 
of  supporting  the  whole.  This  would 
appear  more  clearly  in  putting  the  case  of 
four  slaves,  and  suppofdng  that  you  took 
one  away  instead  of  taking  one-fourth  of  a 
slave's  labour.  When  they  had  taken  away 
the  labour  of  one  slave,  did  they  leave  the 
master  only  three  to  support?  No;  he 
had  to  provide  for  the  whole  four.  It  was, 
therefore,  a  fallacy  to  calculate  upon  the 
principle  that  they  were  only  depriving  the 
master  of  one-fourth.  There  was,  it  was 
said,  a  great  probability  that  the  apprentice- 
ship would  end  in  less  than  twdvc  yearsi 
and  he  believed  that  there  was  good 
ground  in  many  instances  for  expecting 
that  such  would  be  the  result;  yet  he 
thought  it  right  to  calculate  upon  the 
whofe  period,  lest  they  should  be  dis- 
appointed in  those  expectations.  When  the 
Government  were  accused  of  not  having 
made  precisely  accurate  calculations  upon 
the  suDJect,  he  begged  the  House  to  re. 
collect  the  extreme  difference  of  opinion 
which  prevailed  with  respect  to  the  value 
of  the  slaves ;  for  instance,  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Liskeard  estimated  them  at  only 
4,000,000/.,  while  the  first  claim  made 
by  the  West-Indian  interest  was  for  no 
less  a  sum  than  44,000,000/.  He  admitted, 
therefore,  that  there  was  a  difficulty  of 
ascertaining  the  actual  value  of  the  slave 
to  within  5/.  a-head,  and  if  it  should  turn 
out  that  the  value  was  45/.  instead  of  40/. 
then,  according  to  the  calculation  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Cambridge,  the  amount  of 
compensation  would  be  20,000,000/.  With 
all  possible  desire  to  be  saving  of  the  public 
money,  he  must  say,  that  this  was  not  a 
case  in  which  to  indulge  parsimonious 
economy.  If  a  majority  should  be  found 
to  defeat  the  proposition  before  the  Com- 
mittee, they  would  not  only  commit  an  act 
of  injustice  to  the  West-India  proprietors, 
but  run  the  risk  of  defeating  the  whole 
plan,  and,  he  believed,  that  befbre  many 
yean  passed  over  they  would  learn,  by  fatal 
and  moody  experience,  that  they  had  con- 
sulted a  false  and  pitiful  economy  in  tedu* 
dng  the  proposed  grant. 
Mr.  Kchfxrd  PSiter  said^  he  felt  as  great 


a  wish  as  any  Gentleman  for  the  abolition 
of  colonial  slavery,  but  he  could  not  consent 
to  purchase  it  at  so  high  a  price  sis  that 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  At 
a  time  when  the  country  was  so  anxious 
and  pressing  for  a  reduction  of  taxes,  what 
would  be  their  feelings  when  they  learned 
that  a  considerable  addition  must  be  made 
to  their  burthens,  if  the  plan  proposed  was 
adopted ;  for,  in  addition  to  the  grant  to 
the  planters  of  the  enormous  sum  of 
30,000,000/.,  the  next  Resolution  contem- 
plated the  establishment  of  stipendiary 
Magistrates,  and  a  police  force,  as  well  as 
a  system  for  the  moral  and  religious  educa- 
tion of  the  negroes,  when  free.  These 
establishments  would  require  a  considenfcie 
sum,  in  addition  to  the  interest  of  the 
20,000,000/.,  and  would  entail,  he  felt 
convinced,  an  annual  expenditure  of  consi- 
derably more  than  1,000|000/.  He  was  sure 
this  would  create  great  discontent  in  the 
country,  and  ought  to  be  opposed.  If  tbc 
original  plan  of  granting  a  loan  of 
15,000,000/.,  with  proper  security  could  be 
carried  into  effect,  he  would  sav  let  the 
planters  have  the  money ;  if  not,  he  should 
prefer  the  abolition  of  slavery  to  be  efiectcd 
by  an  Act,  declaring  that  the  children  of 
the  negroes,  born  after  a  period  to  be  fixed 
by  Parliament,  should  be  free. 

Mr.  Clatf  had  been  favourably  situated 
for  ascertaining  the  opinions  of  a  great 
number  of  persons  on  this  subject,  and  he 
could  assert,  that  the  people  of  this  country 
never  contemplated  emancipation  un- 
accompanied by  compensation  to  the  plant, 
ers.  The  West-Indian  proprietors  had  no 
claim  against  the  negroes,  but  they  had 
against  the  mother  country.  He  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  Secretary  as  to  the 
necessity  of  granting  emancipation,  and 
also  in  the  opinion  that  emancipation 
ought  not  to  take  place  without  compensa- 
tion. He  would  go  further,  and  say  that 
compensation  ought  not  to  be  dealt  out  with 
a  niggardly  band.  On  the  contrary,  he 
would  assert,  that  the  country  had  no  right 
to  indulge  in  the  luxury  of  doing  good  at 
the  expense  of  others.  There  was  one 
branch  of  the  subject  which  had  not  been 
alluded  to,  but  which  was  of  paramount 
importance  to  the  people  of  England.  He 
would  grant  a  liberal  compensation  to  the 
West^Indian  planters,  but,  in  return,  be 
demanded  that  the  colonial  trade  should  be 
relieved  from  the  shackles  which  were 
imposed  upon  it  The  sugar  refiners  of 
this  country  were  at  present  nearly  over-* 
whelmed  with  ruioi  from  no  othcs  cause 
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than  bmg  eompelled  to  use  only  8U||;ar 
which  mras  produced  in  the  Bridsh  colonies, 
which  being  of  a  higher  price  than  the 
sugar  on  the  continent,  the  consequence 
w^asy  that  tlio  continental  manufacturers 
were  displacing  us  in  all  the  markets  of 
Europe.  The  |)cop)e  of  this  country  were 
paying  not  less  than  1,500^000/.  a«year  in 
consequence  of  the  monopoly  enjoyed  by 
the  colonists.  The  quantity  of  sugar  refined 
last  year,  and  exported,  amounted  to 
450,000  cwt.,  and  unless  he  tvas  much  mis- 
informed, the  crop  for  the  present  year,  as 
aranpared  with  that  of  last  year,  was  cxfiect- 
ed  to  exhibit  a  deficiency  of  about  that 
quantity.  Now,  lot  the  House  consider 
the  ntuation  in  which  not  only  the  sugar 
refiners  but  the  people  of  this  country  were 
placed  under  these  circumstances.  In  con. 
sequence  of  the  monopoly  the  sugar  refiners 
would  be  compelled  to  come  into  the  mar. 
ket,  where  there  was  only  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity for  home  consumption ;  and  thus  the 
price  would  bo  raised  to  the  people  of 
England.  He  wonld  state  a  circumstance 
to  illustrate  the  manner  in  which  the 
mono|x)ly  worked.  Last  week  some  Porto 
Rico  sugar,  which  any  one  acquainted  with 
the  sulnect  knew  was  precisely  the  same  as 
that  called  Muscovado  sugar,  which  was 
used  by  the  refiners,  sold  in  the  city  for 
8S«.  per  cwt^  and  at  the  tame  time  English 
colonial  tugar  was  selling  for  not  less  than 
21>r.  per  cwt.  Here  was  an  actual  loss  of 
7s.  per  cwt.  to  the  English  consumer  in 
ctinsequcnce  of  the  monopoly,  which  upon 
450,000  cwt.,  the  quantity  refined  and  ex- 
ported last  year,  amounted  to  a  gross  annual 
lowof  1 ,500,000/1  Relief  from  this  monopoly 
would  be  cheaply  purchased  by  granting 
the  West-India  proprietors  the  full  amount 
of  the  compensation  proposed  by  the  right 
hon.  Secretary.  He  hc^^ed  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  give  some  expla- 
nations as  to  the  intentions  of  Government 
on  this  point,  for  his  vote  would  be  biassed 
by  the  determination  of  Ministers,  as  to 
continuing  or  destroying  this  monopoly. 

Mr.  Forvell  Buxitm  said,  the  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  had  last  night  stated,  that  no 
sum  4ioidd  be  paid  to  the  planters,  until 
the  whole  of  the  proposed  regulations  were 
carried  into  effect.  He  (Mr.  Buxton) 
presumed  that  that  meant  until  the  ap- 
prenticeships had  expired.  His  object  was, 
if  possible,  to  reduce  the  term  of  those  ap- 
prenticeships. There  was  one  point  on 
wliich  they  most  all  agree— namely,  that 
tlie  sooner  the  negro  mind  oould  be  brought 
under  the  adion  of  healthy  motivef,  the 


better.    He  was  about  to  propose  a  mode, 
in  addition  to  the  compensation,   which 
would  induce  the  planters  to  exert  them- 
selves in  order  to  produce  that  favourable 
impression  on  the  n^gro  mind.     He  pro. 
posed  to  move,  as  an  Amendment  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  Motion,  that  half 
the  amount  of  the  compensation  should  not 
be  paid  until  the  period  of  the  apprenticeship 
of  the  negroes  had  expired,  and  until  the  n&- 
groes  were  put  in  full  possession  of  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  enjoyed  by  all  other 
classes  of  his   Majesty's  subjects    in   the 
colonies.      He    cheerfully    voted  for    the 
corai^eusation  to   the  planters;   he  knew 
that  it  would  be  greatly  to  the  advantage 
of  the  negroes ;  but  he  should  pay  it  still 
more    cheerfully  if    he  could    accelerate 
the  period  when  the  negroes  would  be  free 
labourers^  and  would  enjoy  free    wages. 
The  planter  had  it  greatly  in  his  power  to 
advance  or  to  retard  the  civilisation  of  the 
negro.     If  he  confined  the  negro  to  day 
labour,   tlicre  would  be  little  hope  .that 
more  advance  would  take  place  than  had 
occurred  during  the  last  two  centuries ;  but 
if  the  planter  chose  to  pursue  another  course 
there  was  no  doubt  that  he  might  speedily 
improve  the  negro  mind.     Feeling  that  the 
Amendment  to  which   he   had    adverted 
would  act  as  a  powerful  stimulus  on  the 
planter,  he  now  begged  leave  to  propose  it. 
Mr.  Godson  congratulated    the    House 
upon  tlu!  prospect  of  arriving  at  a  satisfac. 
tory  conclusion  of  this  important  question, 
and  was  glad  to  find,  that  in  the  end  the 
planters  were  to  be  the  subjects  of  a  word  of 
kindness  from  the  hon.  member  for  We  v. 
mouth.     He  believed  that  the  term  of  ap- 
prenticeship would  be  much  shorter  tluin 
that  named  by  the  right  hon.  Secretary ; 
for,  as  the  hon.  member  for  Weymouth  and 
those  who  acted  under  him  would  never 
cease  to  agitate  the  colonies  while  an  ap- 
prentice  remained,  he   thought   (hat  two 
or  three  years  would  be  the  longest  term 
they  would  have  to  serve,  as  their  masters 
would   be  very  glad  to  be  relieved  from 
them.      About    Christmas    twelvemonth, 
probably,  in  Jamaica  tlie  whole  of  the  aij- 
prenticediips  would  be  at  an  end.     lie 
grant  now    proposed    would    enable    the 
planters  to  effect  this,  if,  as  he  ex]Xicted, 
they  sliould  receive  the  additional  aiisistance 
of  votes  of  credit ;  he  did  not  mean  to  he 
advanced  to  the  planters,  hut  to  be  em« 
ployed  upon    the  necessary    internal   im- 
provement of  the  colony.     The  news  of 
the  proposed  measures  in  that  colony  had 
already  been  attended  with  good  cffixt,  id 
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the  expectation  that  the  mother  country 
was  to  act  in  union  with  the  Legislative 
j^ssemblies.  In  one  of  the  parsers  last  re- 
ceived, the  opinion  of  the  colony  was  thus 
expressed.  '  On  one  point  we  cannot  re* 
'  sist  the  expret»ion  of  our  gratification : 
'  Lords  Grey  and  Brougham  have  admitted 
'  our  slaves  to  be  property,  and  are  talking 

*  of  raising  a  loan  of  thirty  millions  sterling, 
'  to  compensate  the  owner.  This  is  a  great 
'  point  gained ;   and  although  it  is  evident 

*  the  British  Government  can  only  pay 
^  6j.  8c/.  in  the  1/.,  we  are  willing  to  receive 

*  it,  and  to  join  cordially  in  her  views,  to 
'  encourage  any  regulations  for  the  future 
'  benefit  of  the  planter  as  weU  as  the  slaves.' 
In  another  paper  it  was  asserted  that  if  in- 
justice was  done  them,  the  colonists  would 
remember  that  an  Act  of  the  British  Par- 
liament was  not  law  until  it  had  the  sanction 
of  the  local  Legislatures,  and  that  if  any 
attempt  were  made  to  force  such  law  upon 
them  they  were  bound  to  resist  it  to  the 
utmost.  This  showed  that,  while  the 
planters  were  willing  to  be  conciliated,  yet 
they  were  also  determined  to  assert  their 
rights.  The  elections  which  had  recently 
taken  place  proved  that,  with  proper 
treatment  from  the  Mother  Country,  such 
a  consummation  of  this  great  plan  would 
soon  be  brought  about  as  all  men  must 
wish  to  see. 

Mr.  Ervart  entirely  concurred  in  the 
opinions  of  the  hon.  member  for  the  Tower 
Hamlets.  He  was  quite  willing  to  grant 
compensation  to  the  planter,  on  condition 
that  that  measure  should  be  accompanied 
with  a  stipulation  for  the  unrestricted  liberty 
of  commerce.  Every  day  that  we  remained 
at  peace,  the  removal  of  the  West.India 
monopoly  became  not  only  more  politic, 
but  more  indispensable ;  for  if  it  were  not 
removed^  we  should  be  unable  long  to 
compete  in  the  market  with  foreign  na- 
tions. 

Mr.  IHghy  Wason  was  not  disposed  to 
give  the  planter  a  shilling  in  the  form 
of  compensation,  until  it  was  proved  that 
a  loss  had  been  sustained.  He  utterly 
denied  the  validity  of  the  arguments  wliich 
had  been  urged  on  the  subject  upon  a 
former  night  by  the  noble  Lord  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman ;  and  he  would  en- 
deavour to  prove  to  the  C/ommittee  that 
those  ai^uments  were  entirely  unfounded. 
The  hon.  Member  quoted  a  variety  of 
opinions  to  show  that  it  liad  been  held  that 
compensation  was  not  to  be  given  to  in- 
dividuals for  loss  of  property  occasioned  by 
a  measure  which  was  to  promote  the  geocnil 


good,  but  the  continued  ncnse.  rendered  the 
hon.  Member  nearly  inaudible.  He  had 
a  right  to  be  heard ;  he  insisted  on  attention, 
and  unless  he  received  it«  he  would  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  House.  After 
making  several  efforts  to  be  heard,  which 
were  not  very  successful,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man concluded  by  stating  that  be  woald^  at 
the  proper  time,  move  the  following  amend- 
ment:— 

1.  That  every  negro  nvho  shall  register  him- 
self as  an  apprentice  to  the  estate  where 
he  now  resides,  for  the  terms  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, shall  be  free.  If  between  the  ages  of 
seven  and  twelve,  the  term  of  fourteen  years ; 
between  twelve  and  fifteen,  ten  years;  between 
fifteen  and  twenty,  seven  years ;  between 
twenty  and  twenty-five,  five  years;  between 
twenty-five  and  upwards,  five  years,  or  for  life, 
at  option  of  negro. 

2.  That,  at  the  expiration  of  such  respective 
terms,  the  apprentice  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
work  wherever  he  pleases. 

3.  That  his  most  gracious  Majesty  may 
appoint  an  officer  in  each  of  (he  colonies 
to  act  as  police  Magistrate  and  protector  of 
apprentices. 

4.  That  such  officer  shall  fix  the  rate  of 
wages  to  be  paid  to  the  apprentice,  either 
as  individuals  or  in  classes,  and  shall  also 
receive  a  portion  of  such  wages  for  the  main- 
tenance of  aged  and  infirm  negroes. 

5.  That  such  officer  shall  have  power  to 
extend  the  respective  terms  of  apprenticeship 
upon  its  being  satisfactorily  proved  that  the 
apprentice  has  neglected  his  work. 

6.  That  such  officer  shall  have  power  to 
advance  to  each  proprietor,  who  shall  request 
such  advance,  a  weekly  sum  for  the  payment 
of  wages,  corresponding  to  the  number  of 
apprentices  upon  his  estate. 

7.  That  all  such  advances  shall  constitute 
the  first  lien  upon  the  produce  of  the  estate. 

8.  That  the  expense  of  such  efficient  police 
establishment  at  shall  be  recommended  by 
the  local  legislature  in  each  island  shall  be 
borne  as  follows ;  one-half  bv  a  tax  on  property 
in  each  island,  the  remainder  out  of  the  pro- 
duce of  sugar-duties  paid  in  this  country, 

9.  That  such  property-tax  shall  constitute 
the  second  lien  upon  the  produce  of  tlie 
estate. 

10.  That  the  expense  of  a  general  system  of 
moral  and  religious  education  shall  be  defrayed 
out  of  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  Irish  Church 
Establishment. 

Lord  AUhorp  could  easily  imagine  how 
those  who  amed  with  the  hon.  member 
for  Weymoutn  that  the  negro  should  be  at 
once  entirely  emancipated  without  any  pro- 
bationary period  of  preparation,  might  con- 
sistently vote  for  that  hon.  Member's  Amend- 
ment; but  for  the  very  same  reason  be 
could  not  see  on  what  ground  the  advocates 
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—  the  hxg(d  majority  of  that  Houae  —  of  a 
profaationaiy  period  oould  justify  his  voting 
fur  that  Amendment.    The   House  had 
sanctioned  the  principle  of  a  prohationary 
period,  as  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the 
slave  himself  hefore  he  was  placed  in  a 
state  of  freedom ;  it  was  therefore  hound  to 
provide  that  the  period  of  probation  be 
sufficiently  prolonged  to  ensure  the  requisite 
fitness.    The  hon.   Member's  amendment 
reduced  that  period  to  a  minimum ;  but  if 
it  were  necessary  at  aU»  it  should  be  duly 
apportioned  as  a  means  to  the  end  they  all 
had  in  view.     He  agreed  with  the  hon. 
member  (  Mr.  Clay  ^  for  the  Tower  Ham. 
lets,  that  it  was  impossible  the  present 
restricted  system  of  sugar  refining  could  be 
persisted  in.  He  was,  indeed,  free  to  admit, 
that  the  home  consumption  of  sugar  should 
be  ensured  to  our  West.India  producer, 
but  was  also  bound   to  admit,   that  the 
importation  of  foreign  sugar  for  refining 
for  exportation  should  not  be  as  restricted 
as  it  was  at  present     It  might  be  asked, 
why,  then,  had  he  not  brou^t  forward  a 
measure  to  remove  this  impolitic  restriction 
on   the  refining  of  foreign  sugar?     The 
answer  was,  that  it  would  be  inexpedient, 
as  a  question  of  time,  till  the  West-India 
question  was  settled.    With  respect  to  the 
question  more  particularly  before  the  House, 
he  admitted  that  the  sum  proposed  for 
compensation  to  the  West-India  proprietors 
was  a  large  one;  but  as  they  were  all 
agreed  that  some  compensation  should  be 
afforded,  and  as  it  was  of  the  most  essential 
importance  to  the  success  of  any  plan  of 
abolition  that  the  colonial  authorities  should 
cordiaUy  co-operate  in  carrying  its  arrange- 
ments into  effect,  and  as  Ministers  had 
been  assured  by  the  West- India  interest, 
that  it  would  so  cordially  co-operate  if  the 
present  amount  of  compensation  were  given, 
and  as,  on  the  face  of  the  matter,  it  was 
plain  that  that  House,   legislating  there, 
could  not  possibly  devise   those  laws  and 
Relations  of  detail  which  would  appear 
to  the  Colonial  Legislature  as  expedient  and 
neeessazy — he  thought  the  House  and  the 
public  would   agree  with  him  that   they 
were  not  purchasing  the  assistance  of  the 
colonial  authorities  at   too  high  a  price. 
While  the  probationary  period  would  guard 
the  colonies  and  the  negro  himself  against 
the  danger,  the  bloodshed,  and  strife,  con- 
sequent  upon  a  sudden  change  from  galling 
slavery  to  unrestricted  freedom,  this  com- 
pensation would,  he  repeated,  ensure  them 
the  cordial  co-oneration   of  the  Colonial 
Legislatuxes;  and  surely  such  an  end  was 


worth  the  sacrifice.  It  would  indeed  be 
unfortunate,  that  they  should  have  pro- 
ceeded  so  far  in  their  career,,  and  then  stop 
short  on  a  mere  question  of  amount  of 
compensation — that  they  should  have  passed 
a  solemn  resolution  declaring  that  davery 
should  be  at  an  end  in  the  British  colonies, 
and  then  deprive  the  Executive  of  the 
means  of  following  up  that  Resolution  to  a 
practical  conclusion.  The  amendment  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Weymouth  would 
produce  this  prejudicial  effect  He  there- 
fore, need  not  say,  that  he  should  consider  it 
as  one  of  the  most  fatal  the  House  oould 
adopt,  confident  that  the  country  would 
ratify  the  vote  of  compensation,  as  it  would 
ensure  them  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the 
local  legislatures  to  carrying  its  own  be- 
neficent views  into  actual  operation. 

Viscount  Howick,  in  supporting  the 
amendment  of  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Buxton), 
did  not  thereby  mean  to  negative  the  prin- 
ciple of  compensation.  Neither  did  he 
mean  to  formally  resist  its  actual  amount 
— ^though  he  was  satisfied  it  was  much 
higher  than  was  necessary,  or  than  the 
West-India  interestcould  have  been  biouffht 
to  accede  to^-because  he  agreed  with  his 
noble  friend  as  to  the  desirableness  of  their 
having  the  cordial  aid  of  the  local  legisla* 
tures  in  carrying  their  views  into  effect. 
All  that  he  wanted  was,  that  they  should 
not  expend  so  large  a  sum  of  the  public 
money  without  insuring  the  public  the 
greatest  advantages  of  the  outlay.  Now, 
he  conceived  the  proposition  of  his  hon. 
friend  was  well  calculated  to  attain  this 
end,  as  it  went  to  make  the  payment 
of  half  of  the  compensation  dependent  upon 
the  bonS  ^fide  and  perfect  co-operation  of 
the  colonists  with  the  decisions  of  that 
House.  He  could  not  admit  to  his  noble 
fnend,  that  this  arrangement  would  ne- 
cessarily minimise  the  period  of  probation ; 
the  planters  had  too  great  an  interest  in 
the  apprenticeship  system  to  shorten  it 
more  than  Parliament  would  seem  to  think 
expedient  Indeed,  the  bias  of  the  planter 
would  naturally  set  so  stnm^y  on  the 
other  side—the  prolonging  the  probationary 
period  —  that  he  thought  it  expedient  that 
they  should  counteract  it  by  the  pecuniary 
motive  implied  by  his  hon.  friend's  Amend, 
ment 

Sir  Robert  Inglis  cordially  supported 
the  Ministerial  proposition,  and  would  most 
willingly  bear  his  share  of  the  necessary 
burthen. 

Mr.  Wobyche  WhUmore  would  vote 
for  the  Motion,  on  the  understanding  that 
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tbe  two  questions,  as  to  the  duties  on 
sugar,  and  the  refining  of  6ugar>  should  be 
considered  open  questions. 

Colonel  E^atHs  sdid,  that  the  country 
would  view  the  proposition  about  the 
20^000,000/.  with  much  more  satisfaction, 
if  preparatory  measures  had  been  adopted 
in  the  way  of  extensive  reduction  in  the 
national  expenditure.  Such  a  sum  as 
S0,000|000/.,  under  present  circumstances, 
was  perfectly  preposterous,  and  he  would 
move  an  amendment  to  that  effect.  C^he 
Chairman  informed  the  bon.  and  gcJlant 
Member,  that  there  was  already  one  amend- 
ment before  the  Committee.]  He  would 
postpone  it  then  for  the  moment,  but 
would,  at  the  proper  time,  bring  it  forward 
for  the  adoption  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Pease  could  not  consent  to  the  vote 
then  under  the  consideration  of  the  Com. 
mittee,  when  he  remembered  the  circum. 
stances  under  which  it  was  proposed,  and 
when,  at  the  same  time,  he  bore  in  mind, 
that,  of  necessity,  it  could  not  prove  of  any 
essential  benefit  to  the  West-India  body. 
In  his  judgment,  the  House  could  *  not, 
vrith  any  propriety,  agree  to  any  plan 
of  compensation  until  the  great  measure 
of  abolition  was  carried  into  effect  If 
they  thus  agreed  to  compensation  in  the 
first  instance,  all  the  money  would  go  into 
the  hands  of  the  mortgagees,  and  those 
who  were  the  owners  of  slaves,  would 
derive  no  advanti^  from  the  arrange- 
ment. 

Mr.  Baring  rose  to  address  the  House 
which  manifested  great  impatience.  He 
said,  that  the  House  was  often  perfectly 
patient  under  the  most  lengthened  argu. 
ments  on  the  most  trumpery  salaries,  and 
therefore  he  thought  it  was  scarcely  be- 
coming  in  the  House  to  manifest  impatience 
when  a  sum  of  80,000,000/-.  was  at  stake. 
He  could  not  help  complaining  that  the 
promoters  of  the  measure  had  not  con- 
descended to  inform  them  in  what  manner 
the  20,000,000/.  was  to  be  raised,  or  how 
distributed.  He  acknowledged  that  he 
had  not  heard  any  part  of  the  previous 
debate,  and  therefore  he  should  be  glad  to 
bear  aome  explanation  of  the  mode  in  which 
the  acquirement  of  that  money  was  to 
be  e^cted,  and  when  obtained,  how  it  was 
to  be  disposed  of  \_A  laugK].  Hon.  Mem. 
hers  might  laugh,  but  he  would  contend 
that  the  matter  under  consideration  was 
very  serious.  As  he  understood  the  argu- 
ments of  the  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
ride,  they  amounted  to  thi8»  that  the  planters 
would  derive  great  eventual  advantage  fnnn 


the  emancipation  of  the  davet»  and  yet 
they  were  most  anxious,  in  addition  to  this 
benefit,  to  afibrd  them  compensation  for 
some  supposed  loss.  In  his  apprehension 
nothing  could  be  more  inconsistent  with 
itself  than  was  that  ai^unient.  The  pre. 
sent  Resolution  impoted  upon  the  House 
and  the  country  a  very  weighty  obligation; 
and  what  he  wanted  to  know  was,  how 
that  obligation  was  to  be  fulfilled?  All 
the  public  establishments  of  the  country 
had  been  pared  doWn  to  the  lowest  point 
— the  Executive  had  reduced  the  revenue  to 
the  lowest  possible  point,  and  they  had 
deprived  themselves  of  the  jiower  of  raising 
the  revenue  again,  by  consenting  to  the 
demands  for  reduction.  He  must  protest 
against  that  mode  of  voting  away  the 
public  money,  and  without  any  information 
from  the  Government  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  it  was  to  be  raised  or  distributed. 
He  would  not  consent  thus  to  have  the 
money  of  tbe  people  voted  away,  though 
such  vote  might  tend  to  pacify  some  Gen. 
tlemen  connected  with  the  West-India 
body.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  might 
have  made  his  peace  with  the  delegates  of 
the  West.Iodia  interest,  but  with  that  he 
(Mr.  Baring)  had  nothing  to  do ;  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  any  one  but  his  oon. 
stituents. 

Mr.  Secretary  Slanley  said,  that  he  en- 
tertained great  respect  lor  the  hon.  member 
for  Essex,  but  he  entertained  still  higher 
respect  for  the  House,  and  was  anxious  to 
save  its  time.  It  had  then  been  sitting 
from  six  o'clock  till  twelve ;  and,  though 
the  hon.  member  for  Essex  might  have 
been  very  agreeably  employed— more  i^iee- 
ably  than  m  listening  to  delmtes  in  that 
House— yet  perhaps  it  would  have  been 
more  becoming  in  him  to  address  himself 
to  the  matter  really  under  consideration, 
than  to  treat  it  with  such  indecent  levity. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  told  them,  that 
he  wanted  to  know  tlic  argutneots  by  which 
the  promoten  of  the  measure  had  supported 
their  views :  if  he  did  feel  such  an  anxiety 
upon  the  subject,  he  had  much  better  have 
attended  in  his  place,  and  have  listened  to 
the  statements  and  observations  made  on 
that  side  of  the  House.  He  was  sure  the 
House  would  not  consent  that  those  argu- 
ments should  be  repeated,  even  if  any  one 
were  disposed  to  indulge  the  hon.  Member 
with  the  repetition  of  Uiem.  In  the  course 
of  to.morrow,  the  greater  part  of  their 
constituents  would  be  made  aware  of  all 
that  had  taken  place  that  ni^t  upon  die 
question  before  the  House  i  m  he  really 
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must  Ik  iilk»wed  to  tef^  the  hoit.  Gentle* 
man  to  the  uane  channels  of  information 
through  which  the  country  at  large  was 
usually  made  acquidnted  with  what  took 
place  in  that  House.  The  hou.  memher 
for  Essex  seemed  to  apprehend  the  worst 
oonseqnences  from  the  proposed  measure. 
He  would  ask  the  hon.  Memher^  was  he 
serioos  in  supposing  that  the  granting  or 
the  denial  of  compensation  Woofi  tend,  the 
one  to  tranquilliae,  atid  the  other  to  disturb 
and  excite  the  moniedi  mereantilcy  and 
commercial  portions  of  the  community  ?  As 
to  the  Colonial  Legislatures^  he  had  only 
to  observe,  that  no  act  would  be  done-*no 
step  taken— -without  giving  them  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  expresnng  their  sentiments. 

Mr.  Brucoe,  amidst  loud  cries  of ''  Ques- 
tion/' objected  to  more  than  fifteen  millions 
being  granted,  indeed^  he  thought  eight  or 
nine  would  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 
At  the  same  time  that  he  begged  it  to  be 
undentood  that  he  was  the  advocate  of  a 
fair  and  liberal  compensation. 

The  Committee  divided  on  Mr.  Fowell 
Buxton*s  Amendment :  Ayes  142 ;  Noes 
277_Majority  135. 

It  also  divided  on  Mr.  Wason's  Amend- 
ment :  Ayes  21 ;  Noes  383 — Majority  36'2. 
It  also  divided  on  Col.  Evans's  Amend- 
mcnty  that  the  mode  of  compensation  should 

consist  in  lowering  the  duties  on  West-India 

produce:  Ayes  £2;  Noes  346— -Majority 

324. 

Mr.  Briscoe  moved,  that  the  words  **  Fif- 
teen MiUions"  be  substituted  for  "  Twenty 

MiUions.** 

The  Committee  agun  divided :  Ayes  56 ; 

Noes  304— Majority  248. 
The  Committee  then  divided    on  the 

Ori^nal  Resolution :  Ayes  286;  Noes  77— 

Mmority  209. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  stated,  that  the 

packet  had  been  detained  that  it  might 

carry  out  to  the  colonies  the  decision  of 

Parliament  on  the  propositions  of  Govern* 

ment,  and  he  therefore  felt  bound  to  press 

the  next  Resolution :-»'' That  his  Majesty 

be  enabled  to  defray  any  such  expense  as 

be  may  incur  in  establishing  an  efficient 

stipendiary  magistracy  in  the  colonies,  and 

in  aiding  the  local  legislatures  in  providing 

for  the  religious  and  moral  education  vi 

the  negro  pqmlation  to  be  emancipated." 
Mr.  Baring  objected  to  any  additional 

expense  whatever. 

Mr.  Bvxlon,  late  as  it  was,  must  propose 

the  introduction,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 

Resolution,  of  the  words,  '*  on  liberal  and 

comprdiensive  principles*" 


Mr.  Seerelatn  Stanley  said,  that  as  it 
was  not  the  wisn  of  Government  that  any 
exclusive  system  of  religious  education 
should  be  adopted,  he  had  no  objection  to 
the  introduction  of  the  proposed  words. 

The  Resolution,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Rigby  fVasoft  proposed  the  following 
Resolution :— *'  ThAt  whatever  cxpctise  may 
be  incurred  in  carrying  into  diect  the  plan 
proposed  by  Government,  shall  be  defrayed 
by  a  tax  on  property  in  this  country." 

Negatived  without  a  division. 

The  House  resumed.  The  Resolutions 
to  be  reported. 

The  Ayes  on  Mr.  Briscoe* $  Amendment 
(The  fourth  division), 

Aglionby,  U.  A.  Ilutt,  W. 

Bainbridge,  £.  T.  logilby,  Sir  W. 

Baldwin,  Dr.  Jervis,  J. 

Baring,  A.  Kennedy,  11. 

Bellew,  R.  N.  King,  £.  B. 

Blamire,  W.  Lister,  E.  C. 

Bowes,  J.  Lloyd,  J.  Ei. 

Briscoe,  J.  I.  Marshall,  J. 

Bruce,  Lord  £•  Martin^  J. 

Buller,  C.  Methuen,  P. 

Bulwer,  li.  L.  Parrott,  J. 

Caylev,  £.  S.  Pease,  J. 
ChandoH,  Viscount         Potter,  R. 

Chapman,  M.  L.  Pry  me,  G. 

Collier,  J.  Rippon,  C. 

Curteis,  II.  B.  Robinson,  G.  R. 

Dick,  Q.  Roche,  W. 

Evans,  C'Clonel  Romillv,  J. 

Ewart,  W.  Ruthven,  E.  S. 

Fryer,  R.  Ruthven,  R. 

Gaskell,  D.  Seale,  Colonel 

GiUon,  W.  D.  Tennyson,  Rl.  IlocC. 

Goring,  H.  D.  Trelawney,  W.  L.  S. 

Gully,  J.  Tvtcll,  Sir  J. 

Ilandley,  Major  Walter,  J. 
Hardy,  J.  paised  off. 

Harlaod,  W.  C.  Nagle,  Sir  R. 

Hawes,  a  O'CoODell,  M. 

Hughes,  H.  8cholefteld>  J. 

The  Noes  on  the  orit^inai  Rcsolntion 
(  The  last  division), 

Aglionby,  H.  A.  Chapman,  M.  L. 

Baldwin,  Dr.  Cobbell,  W. 

Baring,  A.  Cornish,  J. 

Barry,  G.  S.  Corteis,  II.  B. 

Bayntun,  Captain  Dick,  Q. 

Bedew,  R.  N.  Don,  0*Conor 

Blake,  M.J.  Evans,  C'olooel 

Boss,  Captain  Ewart,  W. 

Bowes,  J.  Faithful!,  G« 

Briscoe,  J.  I.  Feilden,  W. 

Bruce,  Lord  E.  FitEsimon,  C. 

Buckingham,  J.  S.  Fitzsiraon,  N. 

Bulwer,  H.  L.  Fryer,  R. 

Bulwer,  E.  L.  Gaskell,  D. 

Butler,  Colonel  GiUoD»  W.  D. 

Chandosi  Manjuess  Goring,  H.  D« 
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Guest,  J.  J. 
Gully,  J. 
Hall,  B^ 
Hardy,  J. 
Harland,  W.  C. 
Hawes>  B. 
Hughes,  H. 
Hutt,  W. 
Jervis,  J. 
Kennedy,  J. 
King,  £.  B. 
Lister,  £.  C. 
Lloyd,  J.  H. 
Macnamara,  W.  N. 
Marshall,  J. 
Marsland,  T. 
Methuen,  P. 
Mills,  J. 
O'Brien;  C. 
O'Connell,  D. 
O'Connell,  M. 
O'Connell,  J. 
Parrott,  J. 
Pease,  J. 


Philips,  M. 
Potter,  R. 
Pry  me,  G. 
Richards,  J. 
Kippon,  C. 
Robinson,  G.  R. 
Roche,  W. 
Ronayne,  D. 
Ruthyen,  £.  S. 
Rttthven,  £. 
Tennyson,  Rt.  HonX. 
Thicknesse,  R. 
Tooke,  VV. 
Tynte,  C.  J.  K. 
Tyrell,  Sir  J. 
Vigors,  N.  A. 
Walker,  R. 
Waller,  J . 
Wason,  R. 
Watkins,  J. 
Wballey,  Sir  S. 
Wigney,  L  N. 
Yelverton,  Hon,  W. 


HOUS£   OF    COMMONS, 
Wednesday  J   June  12,  1833. 

MIR0TSS.]  BUU.  Read  «  third  ttme:— Stamp  DutieB,— 
Road  a  ucoiid  Umc :— 'Indoaure  Awards. 

Petitkms  preunted.  By  Mr.  Dvodalb,  from  the  Clergy  of 
Cotcntry,  a^idnit  the  Irish  Churdi  TemporaliUet  BIIL — 
By  Mr.  Cahtwbiobt«  ftom  Ludlow,  and  other  Plaoea, 
against  the  Sale  of  Beer  AoL— By  Mr.  Rosbuck,  fkom  the 
Retail  Sellers  of  Beer  of  Bristol,  to  be  put  upon  a  Footing 
with  the  Lieenscd  Victuallers.— By  Lord  DimcANNoii, 
Apoiq  a  Parish  in  Nottingham,  for  Poor  Laws  to  Ireland.— 
By  Mr.  G.  FaitGiiBoir,  flroro  Banflhhir^  for  an  alteratioa 
hi  the  Heirs  of  Entail  (Soothmd)  Bill.— By  Mr.  Fitz- 
oaaatD,  ttom  Duadalk,  for  the  Repeal  of  Probate  Duty  on 
Bequests  of  small  Amount.-^y  Mr.  E.  RuTHTXif ,  fhim 
two  Pkoes,  for  a  Mitigation  of  the  Criminal  Code.— By 
Mr.  R.  Oswald,  fhnn  Ayrshire,  for  an  Alteration  of  the 
Baakrapc  Laws  (Seotind) ;  from  the  Society  of  Wiitefs 
in  Ayr,  foi  the  Repeal  of  the  Duty  oo  Attomies  Certifl* 
cates;  and  from  Galston,  for  an  Alteration  in  the  present 
System  of  Churdi  Patronage  in  Scotland..— By  Mr. 
Cai<l*ii»<r,  from  Dunoon,  forcommunioatiog  Rdlgious 
InstructloD  in  the  Irish  Language.—- By  Mr.  Dobbin,  from 
Armagh,  for  the  Abolition  of  Slayery.— By  Lord  AcHsaox, 
Mr.  Dobbin,  Mr.  Bbimtock,  Mr.  Callandbr,  and  an 
Hon.  Mbmbbr,  from  several  Places,— for  the  Better 
Observance  of  the  Sabbath. — By  Mr.  Lambrrt,  from  two 
Places,  for  the  Extinction  of  Tithes  in  Ireland.— By  Lord 
ACHKBON,  (torn  seven  Ptaces,  against  Slavery. — ^By  Mr. 
Jamba  Kbnnbdy,  and  Mr.  Pabbott,  from  two  Places,— 
against  certain  Provisions  in  the  Tithe  Commutation  Bill. 
—By  Mr.  Ridbr,  and  Colooel  Wooo,  from  several 
Plaecs,— 4br  the  Repeal  of  the  Malt  Tax.— By  Mr. 
Hybtt,  fttmi  Bisley ;  and  by  Mr.  Hooobs,  fixira  Graves- 
end  and  Milton, — against  any  sudden  Altetatioii  in  the  East- 
IbOb  Company's  Chaitsr.— By  Mr.  Oiluin,  from  Paisley, 
for  theAbolitianof  the  Protestant  EpiaoopBliao  Church 
in  Irdand. — By  Sir  John  Hat,  and  Mr.  Gilion,  from 
two  Places,— for  an  Alteration  in  the  Royal  Burgh  (Soot- 
tad)  Bill-4y  Lord  C.  Fitsbov,  and  Mr.  Chaytob, 
from  Durham  and  Bury  St.tEdmttBd's,  for  Redress  of  the 
present  Grievances  of  the  Dissenterk — By  Mr.  Hodoson, 
from  NewfBstlfr-upon-Tyne,  against  the  Ratfaig  of  Teoe- 
bobbIs  BilL^oDy  Mr.  Lbb  Lbb,  from  several  Places, 
agtkott  the  Tithe  CommulBtkNi  BilL 

EKFORCEMIByT      OF      TiTHES     (IrE- 

jiA)9P.}]    Ck>l(mel  Butler  saidi  he  had  to 


present  a  petition  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, although  coming  from  a  private 
individual ;  and  he  would  take  leave  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it  by 
reading  it.  The  petition  was  from 
Patrick  Tracey,  in  the  county  of  Kil- 
kenny ;  but  before  he  read  it,  he  must 
express  his  regret  that  neither  the  noble 
Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
nor  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  late 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  was  present.  If 
the  noble  Lord  were  in  the  House,  be 
(Colonel  Butler)  had  some  hopes  that  a 
stop  would  be  put  to  such  proceedings  as 
those  complained  of.  The  petitioner 
stated,  that  on  Tuesday,  the  16th  of 
April  last,  he  was  in  bed,  at  his  residence, 
and  that  in  the  same  House  were  his 
brother-in-law,  Cahinn,  and  Cahinn's 
wife  and  sister;  that  they  were  alarmed 
by  a  knocking  at  the  door,  and  that  they 
were  asked  by  the  policeman  who  were 
knocking  if  any  list  had  been  left  at  the 
House ;  on  being  informed  that  there  was 
none,  the  police  demanded  admission. 
After  describing  the  particulars  of  the 
entrance  of  the  police,  and  the  conversa- 
tion that  ensued,  the  petitioner  stated 
that  he  was  asked  to  pay  immediately  the 
sum  of  16s.,  which  he  owed  for  tithes, 
to  the  reverend  Dr.  Butler,  under  pain  of 
immediate  imprisonment,  and  a  threat 
that  if  he  was  not  quiet,  he  would  be 
handcuffed.  The  money  was  paid,  and 
he  obtained,  next  morning,  a  receipt  sign- 
ed by  the  chief  constable.  The  petitioner 
complained  that  the  police  were  not  ac- 
companied by  either  a  Magistrate  or  by 
the  chief  constable,  and  that  the  peti- 
tioner's case  was  by  no  means  a  solitary 
one,  but  one  of  many  such  daily  occurring 
in  the  neighbourhood.  The  petitiouer 
stated  himself  to  be  too  poor  to  seek 
redress  through  a  course  of  law,  and 
prayed  the  hon.  House*  to  interfere, 
and  prevent  the  perpetration  of  such 
illegal  acts.  He  had  also  an  affidavit  iu 
his  hand,  upon  which  the  petition  was 
founded,  but  as  it  was  almost  all  em- 
bodied in  the  petition,  he  would  not 
trouble  the  House  by  reading  it.  But  he 
had  in  his  hand  the  receipt  which  was 
given  for  the  tithes,  and  which  was  sign- 
ed by  the  chief  constable,  thereby  clearly 
showing  that  he  approved  of  the  Serjeant's 
conduct,  otherwise  be  would  have  brought 
him  to  condign  punishment.  Now,  to 
trace  the  transaction  to  the  Government, 
it  was  only  oecessary  to  ttatei  that  tha 
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chief  constable  was  obliged,  by  his  duty, 
to  make  a  daily  report  to  the  Deputy 
Inspector-General  of  the  district,  who 
again  was  in  daily  correspondence  with 
the  Inspector-General  at  the  castle  of 
Dublin.  He  was  always  of  opinion  that 
the  Coercive  Bill  was  intended  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  tithes,  but  it  never  once 
entered  his  mind  that  it  could  be  put  in 
force  without  the  presence  of  a  Magistrate, 
or  at  the  very  least  a  chief  constable.  If 
the  powers  which  it  gave  were  to  be 
intrnsted  to  such  men  as  those  in  ques- 
tion, they  would  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  extortion,  for  many  most  respectable 
persons  might  be  taken  up  when  return- 
ing from  a  fair  or  a  wake,  who  would 
rather  pay  mon/sy  than  be  confined  all 
night  in  a  police-barrack. 

Mr.  Fergus  O^Ccnn/or  regretted  very 
much,  that  the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  other  members  of 
the  Ministry,  were  not  present,  as  well  as 
the  learned  member  for  the  University  of 
Dublin  (Mr.  Shaw),  upon  such  an  occa- 
sion, for  it  would  have  given  them  those 
proofs  of  which  they  said  the  other  night 
he  stood  in  need.  Were  the  people  of 
England  aware,  that  for  the  purpose  of 
upholding  what  was  called  "  the  word  of 
the  Lord,''  Government  kept  up  in  Ire- 
land a  force  of  23,700  soldiers  and 
10,000  police  marauders  to  scour  the 
country  ?  This  was  not  a  single  instance ; 
he  himself  had  seen  eight  different  divi- 
sions breaking  into  houses  for  tithes 
where  not  a  penny  was  due.  The  fact 
was,  these  proceedings  were  adopted  for 
the  purpose  of  forcing  the  people  to 
enter  into  an  arrangement  with  the  tithe 
proctor,  that  he  might  exact  the  payment 
of  tithes  which  were  not  due.  If  the 
poble  Lord,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  been  present,  he  would  have 
told  him,  that, his  Grovemment  was  one 
of  the  roost  imbecile,  truckling,  and  in- 
consistent that  ever  sat  on  those  benches. 
With  regard  to  the  last  part  of  the  peti- 
tion he  would  ask  would  the  people  get 
no  redress  if  such  proceedings  as  these 
were  laid  before  a  domestic  legislature, 
when  the  wrongs  were  fresh  in  the  memo- 
ries of  the  whole  population  ?  He  would  tell 
the  Government,  that  they  were  taking 
the  same  steps  to  prevent  the  repeal  of 
the  Union,  as  a  celebrated  individual 
did  to  obtain  that  measure.  Then  there 
was  that  House  passing  their  votes  of 
confidence,  only  because  they  had  not 


gone  very  far  wrong.  He  would  tell  the 
blundering  and  truckling  Government, 
in  the  words  of  the  great  Lord  Burieigh, 
<<  that  they  would  ruin  England  with  a 
Parliament." 

Mr.  Finn  said,  as  the  petition  came 
from  his  part  of  the  country,  he  must  be 
allowed  to  say  a  few  words  upon  it.  All 
agreed,  even  in  Court,  that  Serjeant 
Shaw  had  acted  very  imprudently — that 
was  the  word — he  was  disposed  to  use  a 
much  harder  term.  There  was  one  part 
of  the  petition  which  almost  incited  him 
to  laughter;  the  simple  petitioner  said 
that  the  Coercive  Bill  would  never  have 
passed  through  that  House,  had  it  not 
been  assured  that  it  would  not  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  tithes. 
Poor  simple  man — he  did  not  know  that 
House.  He  had  never  seen  or  heard 
of  such  a  House  of  Commons — any  mea- 
sure, whatever  might  be  its  nature,  would 
receive  their  support,  if  it  was  only  asked 
by  Ministers.  It  was  the  most  truckling 
House  that  had  ever  sat  within  those 
walls.  It  was  said,  that  the  people  had 
no  confidence  in  the  House  of  Lords,  but 
the  people  were  more  widely  separated 
from  the  House  of  Commons  than  from 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  in  the  event  of 
adissolution,  three-fourthsof  the  Members 
would  never  appear  there  again.  And 
yet  that  noble  phalanx  who  strenuously 
opposed  that  infamous  Bill,  and  foretold 
its  consequences,  were  reviled,  insulted, 
and  called  assassins,  and  the  enemies  of 
their  country.  That  was  a  Reformed 
Parliament,  whose  first  act  was  the  pass- 
ing of  such  an  infamous  and  bloody  Bill 
as  that  now  complained  of.  It  was  said 
that  Ireland  would  want  no  Repeal  of  the 
Union,  when  all  the  beneficial  measures 
which  Ministers  intended  to  propose  were 
brought  forward.  But  he  could  tell  them, 
that  the  desire  for  the  Repeal  of  the 
U^ion  was  more  rife  than  ever  it  was ; 
they  had  already  put  down  the  right  of 
petitioning,  and  had  '* suspended"  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act.  He  asked,  ought 
Englishmen  to  be  allowed  more  privi- 
leges than  Irishmen  ?  Although  they 
might  extinguish  liberty  in  Ireland,  the 
spirit  of  liberty  would  yet  live,  and  would 
ultimately  triumph.  The  cause  of  the 
oppressed  was  common  to  4K)th  countries, 
and  it  was  impossible  that  that  House 
could  be  permitted  to  trample  on  Ireland. 
As  to  the  case  of  the  petitioner,  his  was 
by  no  means  a  solitary  instance,  but  he 


003        Hn/orcmM  qf  Tithes        {COMMONS} 


{Iftitmi). 


eo4 


would  not  go  now  into  the  {Mkrticulare, 
peeing  what  a  mass  of  business  was  before 
the  House. 

«.  Mr..  Mad^od  intreated  the  House  to 
suspend  its  judgment  until  some  Member 
of  the  Government  was  present,  who 
could  either  contradict  the  atatements 
in  the  petition  on  ofRcial  iaformation»  or 
would  consent  to  make  inquiry  into  them. 
He  had  invariably  supported  the  Mi- 
nisters, in  passing  what  was  called  the 
Coercive  Bill,  believing  that  it  would 
restore  tranquillity  to  the  country ;  and 
although  its  powers  might  have  been,  in 
a  few  instances,  abused,  he  believed  that 
it  had  done  considerable  good.  He 
thought  it  would  have  been  but  fair  to 
have  presented  the  petition  when  some 
Member  of  the  Government  was  present 
n  d  had  a  knowledge  of  its  contents. 

Colonel  Butkr:  I  informed  the  noble 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  I  should 
present  it  to-day« 

Mr.  Maohod  begged  the  hon,  and 
gallaot  Member's  pardon.  Het  however, 
regretted*  that  from  the  unexpected  oc« 
eurrence  of  the  delay  in  returning  the 
writ,  that  the  right  bon.  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Littleton)  had  not  yet  taken 
his  seat,  because  it  was  important  that 
be  should  have  been  present. 

Mr. .  RtUhven  said,  a  communication 
had  been  made  upon  the  subject  of  this 
petition  to  the  noble  Lord  (the  Cham:eUor 
of  the  Excbe(}uer),  but  he  was  sorry  to 
say  that  anything  respecting  Ireland  was 
treated  in  a  disrespectful  manner.  As  to 
the  Repeal  of  the  Union,  the  people 
looked  to  that  only  as  a  dernier  resort ; 
for  thirty*three  years  they  had  looked  in 
vain  to  England  for  an  equality  of  rights 
and  privileges,  and  they  now  sought  the 
means  of  obtaining  the  management  of 
their  own  affairs.  There  was  an  in- 
dustrious circulation  by  the  Press  of  this 
country  of  rumours  injurious  to  the 
people  of  I  reland — there  was  in  a  base  por- 
tion of  the  Press  of  England  a  mean 
trading  principle  adopted  towards  Ireland. 
Taunts  were  thrown  out  by  somq  persons 
that  those  Members,  favourable  to  the 
i^epeal  of  the  Union,  dared  not  bring  it 
forward ;  but  be  could  tell  those  persons, 
and  would  tell  bis  constituents,  that  it 
would  be  brought  forward,  and  that,  too, 
at  as  early  a  period  as  was  possible. 
The  advocates  of  the  Repeal,  only 
desired  a  fair,  a  calm,  and  dispassionate 
discussion;    that    they  had  a  right   to 


demand,  and  if  they  oould  not  dbUin  iU 
Ireland  would  be  justified  in  demanding 
a  separate  and  a  domestic  Legislalnie. 
If  they  could  not  obtain  justice  from  the 
British  Parliament,  it  could  not  he  be- 
lieved that  they  would  live  under  a  lod  of 
tyranny,  when  they  bad  the  means  of 
relieving  themselves.  The  Repealen 
were  a  strong  and  powerful  phalanx,  not 
only  in  that  House  but  out  of  i|.  He 
would  support  the  Repeal  of  the  Union 
whenever  it  was  brought  before  that 
House. 

Mr.  Lambert  thought  that  the  eouiie 
that  had  been  adQpti4  in  Ireland  in  the 
collection  of  tithes,  waa  a  most  grom 
violation  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  his 
Majesty's  Government.  An  assurance 
had  been  given  by  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Woods  and  Forests,  and  the 
noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Esche* 
quer,  during  the  debate  on  the  Irish 
Disturbances'  Bill,  that  tithes  were  not 
the  description  of  property  sought  or  in- 
tended to  be  protected  by  the  provisions 
of  that  Bill. 

Mr.  Henry  Orattan  maintained  that  the 
law  had  been  violated  in  Ireland  by  break* 
ing  open  houses  and  by  other  acts  of  out- 
rage since  the  Coercive  Act  had  been  pasa* 
ed.  He  believed  that  the  right  hpn.  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  was  most  honestly  ignorant 
of  all  that  related'  to  that  country. 
Nothing  as  yet  had  been  done  for  Ireland 
in  the  present  Session.  The  House  had 
become  a  Government  House,  and  Mem- 
bers were  obliged  to  give  up  their  Motions 
to  the  Ministers.  He  had  never  seen 
such  conduct  since  1806  as  had  been 
shown  in  the  present  Session.  The  right 
hon.  Secretaiy  had  partly  founded  his 
Bill  on  the  case  of  the  reverend  Mr. 
Butler,  whom  he  represented  aa  a  starv- 
ing exile,  and  yet  at  that,  time  the  rev- 
erend Gentleman  had  sworn  that  he  waa 
a  60/.  freeholder  in  the  countjp  of  Month. 
Irish  Members  could  not  brmg  forward 
their  petitions  or  get  the  grievances  of  the 
Irish  people  fairly  stated.  The  laws  were 
so  detestable  even  to  the  English  people 
that  when  two  companies  of  the  king's 
troops  were  ordered  to  fire  on  the  people 
not  forty  yards  distant  not  a  soul  was  evett 
wounded. 

Mr,  Shaw  had  entertained  no  iot«ntion 
whatever  to  take  the  slightest  part  in  the 
discussion  upon  the  petition  before  the 
House,  for  he  had  not  had  any  idea  that 
upon  such  a  petition  a  discussion  could  ari»c 
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invoMng  the  characters  of  the  cler^,  and 
the  quettion  of  a  separate  Parliaroent  for 
Ireland.  On  certain  occasions  hon. 
Members  ceald  count  the  Hoose  out ;  but 
when  petitions  from  Ireland  were  present- 
ed there  arose  a  sort  of  omnibus  discussion 
upon  all  the  evils,  real  and  imaginary, 
with  which  that  country  was  involved. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  who  had 
just  sat  down  had  referred  to  the  cha- 
racter of  an  individual  clergyman,  and 
he  really  ought  to  be  the  last  to  accuse 
other  Meml^rs  of  using  language  which 
had  no  meaning,  but  which  yet  contained 
a  ating  and  a  waspish  censure.  He  was 
astonished  that  any  hon.  Member  should 
have  so  little  candour  as  to  endeavour 
to  convict  the  reverend  Mr.  Butler  of 
perjury,  because  he  had  sworn  that  he 
was  a  starving  exile,  whilst  ho  had  in 
another  place  sworn  that  he  was  possess^ 
of  a  freehold  of  60/.  a«yaar  in  the  county 
of  Maath.  Might  not  the  payment  of  the 
rent  ba  withheld  in  this  easeP  He  was 
sorry,  that  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
for  Meath  had  again  indulged  that  desire 
which  he  was  for  ever  indulging— -the  de- 
aire  to  throw  opprobrium  on  the  characters 
of  individuals.  He  believed  that  the  In- 
surrection  Act  was  necessary  for  Ireland ; 
and  although  that  necessity  had  arisen 
horn  the  miseonduct  of  Ministers,  yet, 
when  it  did  exist,  he  had  felt  it  his  duty 
to  support  them  in  finding  the  remedy. 
It  appMfed  to  be  the  desire  of  some  Irish 
featiemen  that  order  should  be  preserved 
m  Ireland  in  all  cases  except  in  those 
where  the  property  and  the  persons  of  the 
clergy  were  at  stake.  I'heir  own  estates 
were  to  be  protected ;  but  if  a  clergyman 
was  robbed  and  deprived  of  his  rights  the 
cry  waS)  **  It  is  only  a  clergyman ;"  and 
io  SHch  a  manner  were  right  feelings  got  rid 
of  in  the  spirit  of  party,  [''/fear*']  Gentle- 
■MO  might  cry  **  hear,'*  but  he  did  not  ex- 
empt h  imself  from  the  feelings  of  party,  and 
haoonid  not  be  called  hypercritical  when  he 
•aw  party*spirit  leading  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  to  such  extremes. 
He  claimed  no  impunity  for  any  clergy* 
roan«  and  whoever  was  guilty  let  him  be 
punished;  but  this  was  very  different 
linoiii  indulging  so  constantly  in  Reclama- 
tions against  Uie  clergy,  and  in  charges 
wbieh  iajored  the  characters  of  innocent 
persons.  When  statements  were  made 
ancb  as  had  then  been  brought  forward, 
they  always  had  turned  out,  upon  inquiry, 
to  be  either  grossly  exaggerated,  or  alto- 


gether unfounded.  He  conceived  that 
the  petition  now  before  the  House  should 
not  have  been  brought  forward  without 
due  notice  of  its  contents  having  been 
given  to  those  who  might  have  felt  it  their 
duty  to  inquire  into  its  validity. 

Mr.  Barron  protested  against  the  tone 
adopted  by  the  hon.  member  for  the  Uni- 
versity of  Dublin,  which  was  such  as  to 
lead  to  the  supposition  that  other  mem- 
bers for  Ireland  did  not  come  into  that 
House  possessed  of  as  much  ability  and 
information  as  that  hon.  Member.  He 
treated  such  dictatorial  manners  with  a 
great  deal  Of  contempt. 

The  Speaker  said,  the  hon.  Member 
was  without  question  out  of  order,  if 
be  meant  to  apply  his  obRcrvations  person- 
ally to  the  hon.  Member  who  preceded 
him. 

Mr.  Barron  disclaimed  any  intention  of 
giving  personal  offence  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber; and  contended,  that  if  the  Irish 
Members  had  had  their  wishes  conceded 
on  the  Resolution  that  was  proposed  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  the  application 
of  the  Coercion  Bill  to  ^he  collection  of 
tithes,  there  would  not  have  been  such  a 
petition  before  the  House.  He  hoped  to 
God,  as  an  honest  man,  that  the  people 
of  Ireland  would  always  retain  their  hatred 
of  tithes.  They  were  subjected  to  all  sorts 
of  persecution — persecution  on  the  score 
of  religious  opinion -^persecution  in  edu- 
cation-^and  persecution  in  the  collection 
of  the  most  odious  of  imposts.  The  hon. 
member  for  the  University  said,  that  the 
clergy  never  transgressed  the  law;  but 
then  they  sheltered  themselves  behind  the 
injustice  of  the  law.  In  bis  country,  a 
wretch  of  an  attorney  was  employed  by 
the  clergy  to  collect  the  tithes;  and  in* 
stead  of  enforcing  payment  by  a  pi^scess 
at  the  Quarter  Sessions,  which  would  cost 
seven  or  eight  shillings,  he  employed  a 
process  by  which  the  poor  people,  who 
were  living  on  one  or  two  acres  of  land,  in 
a  miserable  Irish  hovel,  were  charged  three 
or  four  pounds.  And  in  Ardmorc,  in  the 
county  of  Waterford,  a  biM  had  been  Hied 
against  the  poor  tithe-payers,  in  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  by  which  the  costs 
which  might  have  been  restricted  to  30f. 
were  nm  up  to  500/.  This,  then,  was  the 
way  in  which  the  clergy  of  Ireland  kept 
within  the  law. 

Mr.  Ronayntt  deprecated  all  attacks  on 
individuals,  nnd  hop«Hi  that  hon.  Members 
would  direct  ail  their  efforts  against  the 
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present  unjust  system  of  bad  laws  by 
which  the  people  of  Ireland  were  afflicted. 
He  must  condemn  exceedingly,  the  course 
which  Ministers  were  pursuing  in  reference 
to  the  early  sittings  of  the  House.  When 
they  had  any  object  of  their  own  to  serve, 
such  as  the  rejection  of  the  petition  which 
was  yesterday  presented  by  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Oldham,  they  were  to  be  found 
with  their  adherents  strongly  mustered  on 
the  Treasury  Benches,  but  whenever  they 
had  effected  their  object,  they  walked  out 
of  the  House  without  further  ceremony. 
Petition  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Counsel  to  Prisoners.]  Mr.  Ewart 
moved  that  the  Bill  for  allowing  Counsel 
to  Prisoners  in  Criminal  Cases  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  PouUer  thought  it  was  very  un- 
usual to  move  the  second  reading  of  the 
Billi  without  entering  into  the  details  of 
it,  aud  he  wished  to  hear  what  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  had  to  say  in  sup- 
port of  it. 

The  Solkitor  General  said,  if  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  House  that  this  Bill  should 
advance  a  stage,  he  should  offer  no  oppo- 
sition at  present  to  the  second  reading. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  objected  to  the  Bill  in 
principle ;  and,  therefore,  he  should  ob» 
ject  to  the  advancement  of  the  Bill  a 
single  step.  He  was  against  the  House 
agreeing  to  the  second  reading  of  any 
measure  which  it  was  not  prepared  to 
carry  to  a  conclusion* 

Mr.  0*Connell  designated  the  present 
practice  as  altogether  monstrous.  It  was 
productive  in  many  instances  of  the  most 
frightful  injustice,  he  would  say,  in  some 
cases  to  the  extent  of  murder,  particularly 
when  conviction  depended  on  circum« 
stantial  evidence.  It  was  the  grand  ob- 
ject of  an  ingenious  Counsel  to  predispose 
the  Jury  for  a  conviction,  and  thus  cir- 
cumstances immaterial  in  themselves  ap- 
peared before  them  in  fatal  magnitude, 
and  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  was  pre* 
vented  from  giving  those  explanations 
which  would  have  turned  the  circum- 
stances very  much  in  favour  of,  instead 
of  being  against  the  prisoner.  He  hoped 
the  Bill  would  be  allowed  to  pass  a  se- 
cond reading,  and  then  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  up*stairs,  with  a  view  of  hav- 
ing some  change  effected  in  the  present 
system  during  this  Session. 

Mr.  Shaw  stated,  that  he  had  the  day 
before  received  a  letter  from  a  gentleman 


in  Dublin,  who  was  writing  a  work  on  the 
Criminal  Law,  who  begged  for  information 
on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  changes, 
by  the  various  Acts  on  the  subject  then 
before  the  House — and  he  certamly  felt  it 
very  difficult  to  inform  that  gentleman 
what  the  law  was  likely  to  be  before  the 
Session  ended.  He  deprecated  this  mania 
for  legislation  on  questions  involving  tiie 
administration  of  the  law,  and  would  sag- 
gest  that  in  the  present  times  it  would  be 
full  as  necessary  that  a  standing  order 
should  exist,  as  well  in  regard  of  altera- 
tions in  the  administration  of  the  law,  as 
in  the  cases  of  religion  and  taxation,  re- 
quiring that  no  measure  should  be  intro- 
duced without  the  previous  consideration 
of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  (iouse. 
With  respect  to  this  particular  Bill,  allo^v- 
ing  Counsel  for  the  prisoner,  both  in 
statement  and  reply,  he  could  only  say 
that,  as  far  as  regarded  Ireland,  he  feared 
its  effect  would  be  to  turn  all  Criminal 
Courts  into  arenas  for  speech-making. 

Sir  James  Scarlett  would  give  no  opin- 
ion then  on  the  subject ;  but  he  could  not 
help  complaining  that  the  practice  had 
crept  into  the  House  of  late  of  passing 
the  most  important  questions  without  due 
discussion.  Important  measures  were 
brought  forward — they  were  read  a  first 
and  a  second  time  without  discussion — the 
third  reading  was  brought  forward  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning, .  and  the  Bills 
passed  without  discussion.  They  were 
then  sent  to  the  other  House,  without  the 
public  obtaining  any  information  about 
them.  He  hoped  that  the  present  im- 
portant alteration  in  the  Criminal  Law 
would  not  be  made  lightly,  and  that  the 
proposed  measure  would  not  be  added  to 
the  number  of  Bills  that  had  already  been 
passed  without  any  debate  having  taken 
place  upon  them. 

Mr.  Pryme  was  opposed  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  moving  for  a  Committee  on  the 
question.  He  had  reasons  for  not  attach* 
ing  much  importance  to  the  Reports  of 
Committees ;  and  he  considered  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  propsed  Bill  of  such  import- 
ance, that  it  ought  to  be  openly  discussed 
in  that  House. 

The  Solicitor  Oeneral  said,  that  he  had 
proposed  that  the  subject,  and  not  the 
Bill,  should  be  referred  to  a  Committee ; 
and  he  still  considered  that  the  objert 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Liverpool  would 
be  better  obtained  by  doing  so  than  by 
then  forcibly  pressing  it  forward. 
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The  House  divided :   Ayes  61 ;   Noes 
SS^Migority  27. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 

Abercrombjj    Right  Jervis,  John 

lIoD.  J.  Langdale,  Hon.  Chas. 

Aglionby,  II.  A.   '  Lennard,  T.  B. 

Agnew,  Sir  A.  Lynch,  Andrew 

Andover,  Viscoant  Molesworth,  Sir  W. 

Baiobridge,  E.  T.  Murray,  J.  A. 

Baldwin,  Dr.  U.  Nagle,  Sir  R. 

Barnard,  £.  G.  O'Callaghan,  Hon.  C. 

Baroett,  C.  J.  0*ConneU,  Daniel 

Barry,  G.  S.  O'Connell,  Morgan 

Blake,  M.  S.  O'Connell,  John 

Bouverie,  D.  P.  O'Connor,  Don 

BrothertOD,  Janes  Penlease,  J.  S. 

Buller,  Charles  Pryroe,  Geo. 

Butler,  P.  Ronayne,  D. 

Chapman,  M.  L.  Ruthven,  £.  S. 

Dairy m pie,  Sir  J.  II.  Scholefield,  Jos. 

Ferguson,  Robert  Sinclair,  George 

Finn,  W.  F.  Stawell,  Col. 

Fitzgerald,  T.  Stewart,  Robert 

Filzsimon,  C.  Strickland,  G. 

Fitssiaoo,  N.  Talbot,  J.  H. 

Fleming,  Admiral  Talbot,  Jas. 

GodsoD,  R.  Todd,  J.  R. 

Grattan,  Henry  Tynte,  C.  J.  K. 

Handley,  Major  B.  Wallace,  Robert 

Hardy,  John  Wallace,  Thomas 

Harland,  W.  C.  Walker,  C.  A. 
Hay,  Sir  J.  tellers. 

Heathoote,  John  Ewart,  William 

Heatbcote»  G.  J.  Wason,  Rigby 
Hill,  M.  D. 

Mr*  Poulttr  rose  to  move,  that  the  Bill 
be  read  a  secmid  time  that  day  six  months. 
He  had  been  very  desirous  of  expressing 
his  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  this  in- 
novation upon  the  good  old  principles  of 
our  Criminal-law.  He  viewea  the  change 
proposed  with  great  apprehension,  be- 
cause he  thought  it  would  prove,  instead 
of  an  advantage,  highly  detrimental  to 
persons  arraign^  for  felony.  The  practice, 
as  to  evidence,  would  be  materially  altered 
in  these  cases.  As  the  rule  in  this  respect 
now  stood,  in  all  civil  cases,  the  slightest 
proof  very  frequently  decided  the  verdict. 
In  eases  of  misdemeanour,  a  strong  proba- 
bility, accompanied  by  corroborative  fects, 
would  often  suffice.  And  these  were  the 
only  cases  in  which  Counsel  were  allowed 
to  address  the  Jury  for  the  prisoner,  with 
the  exception  of  treason,  in  which  the 
practice  was,  to  allow  two  Counsel  the  pri- 
vilege of  addressing  the  Jury.  This  was, 
however,  the  exception  to  the  generah 
rule  that  Counsel  were  not  allowed  to  ad- 
dress the  Jury  for  persons  arraigned  of 
felony.  It  was,  perhaps,  unnecessary  to 
observe,  that  the  evidence  of  truth,  rather 
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than  truth  itself  was  the  object  of  judicial 
inquiry.  The  first  object  of  a  Criminal 
Judge  ought  to  be  to  prevent  the  convic- 
tion  of  the  innocent,  rather  than  secure 
the  conviction  of  the  guilty.  He  hoped 
,  that  no  one  would  question  the  position, 
that  in  cases  of  felony  it  was  not  desirable 
that  Advocates  should  be  tempted  to  make 
a  display,  or  that  appeals  should  be  made 
to  the  passions  of  the  Jury.  The  effect 
of  appeals  of  this  nature  in  cases  of  trea- 
son, which  was  too  often  mixed  up  with' 
political  considerations  and  feelings,  were 
often  impediments  to  justice,  and  rather 
made  the  means  of  defeating  justice.  He 
anticipated  that  the  same  results  would 
follow  were  the  present  practice  altered  in 
the  mode  of  proceeding  in  cases  of  felony. 
He  apprehended,  tliat  passion  would  be 
excited,  calm  judgment  disturbed,  and  the 
justice  biased  and  impaired,  by  introduc- 
ing speeches  of  Counsel  in  favour  of  per- 
sons accused  of  felony.  It  was  for  that 
House  not  to  flatter  popular  prejudices, 
but  to  legislate  wisely  and  for  general  and 
permanent  good.  He  would  conclude, 
therefore,  by  moving  that  the  Bill  be  read' 
a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

Mr.  Ewarl  proposed,  as  an  amendment, 
and  to  meet  tne  wishes  of  those  who  re- 
quired time  to  consider  the  propriety  of  the 
change,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time 
this  day  week. 

Mr.  ;Xa9ii6  had  been  officially  drawn 
to  the  contemplation  of  the  reasons  for  and 
against  a  change  of  this  importance  in  our 
law.  He  would  say  from  experience,  tliat 
from  day  to  day,  he  was  the  more  con- 
vinced that  justice  was  not  always  done  in 
criminal  cases.  He  had  not  anticipated 
any  objection,  he  assured  the  House,  to 
the  Bill  in  this  stage  of  it,  or  else  he  should 
have  come  down  more  prepared  to  enter 
into  the  examination  of  the  arguments 
that  might  be  advanced,  for  and  against 
the  change.  He  confessed,  he  was  prepared 
to  support  the  principle,  that  any  person 
arraigned  of  felony,  should  be  permitted 
equal  advantages  as  to  the  assistance  of 
Counsel  as  the  prosecutor  possessed  at  pre- 
sent. Unless  that  principle  were  recognised 
by  our  criminal  enactments,  he  felt  the  law 
would  be  open  to  be  impeached,  and  strict 
justice  would  not  be  done.  If  the  question 
now  were,  whether  they  should  postpone 
the  second  reading  for  a  week,  or  till  that 
day  six  months,  he  certainly  should  be  for 
the  shorter  period.  He  had  not  heard  the 
debate,  it  was  true,  but  he  would  say,  that 
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he  never  had,  from  hearing  a  debate  on 
any  subject,  a  more  triumphant  conviction 
left  upon  his  own  mind,  that  the  side  he 
advocated  was  the  right  one,  than  he  had 
in  this  case. 

Mr.  Hill  heard  with  great  pleasure  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  last  speaker. 
He  could  not  agree  with  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  (Mr.  Poulter),  that  the  in- 
stances were  few,  in  which  the  innocent 
were  convicted.  The  subject  demanded 
their  immediate  attention.  Nothin};  could 
be  a  more  imperative  duty  on  that  House, 
than  to  protect  the  innocent  when  arraigned 
of  crime.  In  his  own  experience,  he  had 
known  instances  where  the  innocent  had 
been  convicted,  sentenced,  and,  he  regret- 
ted to  say,  executed. 

The  Solicitor  General  said,  that  when 
the  subject  was  first  brought  before  the 
House,  he  had  not  hesitated  to  confess, 
that  his  impression  was,  that  the  state  of 
the  law  was  far  from  satisfactory  to  the 
profession  and  to  the  public.  It  was  not 
proper  or  just  that  the  prosecutor's  Counsel 
should  be  allowed  to  address  the  Jury,  and 
the  prisoner's  Counsel's  mouth  should  be 
closed.  Still  he  felt,  that  the  Bill  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Liverpool,  proposed  tlnit 
which  was  not  practicable.  If  every  pri- 
soner tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  at  nil 
the  Sessions  and  Assizes  throughout  the 
kingdom,  were  to  be  supported  on  his  trial 
by  a  speech  from  his  Counsel,  (and  that 
was  the  object  of  the  Bill,)  he  would  say,  it 
was  impossible  to  accomplish  the  trial  of 
prisoners  within  the  times  limited  for  hold- 
ing them  ;  and  let  it  be  observed,  that  as 
the  Assizes  came  on  between  Hilary  and 
Easter  Terms,  the  difliculty  would  then  be 
increased  insuperably.  He  believed,  that 
granting  to  Counsel  a  right  to  address  the 
Jury,  would  not  have  the  effect  of  short- 
eningcross-examination.  In  difficult  cases, 
too,  he  had  no  doubt  that  recourse  would 
be  had  by  Counsel  to  long  and  declamatory 
speeches  for  prisoners.  He  had  a  great 
respect  for  the  profession  ;  he  would  stick 
by  his  order.  Yet  he  would  acknowledge, 
numbers  werebenpon  seizing  opportunities 
to  distinguish  themselves,  and  those  thus 
presented,  he  suspected  would  not  be  lost 
— promoting  so  far,  in  his  hamble  appre- 
hension, a  delay,  and  a  perversion,  in  some 
rases,  of  justice.  With  this  view  of  the 
merits  of  the  hon.  member's  Bill,  he  should 
be  disposed  to  oppose  it;  but  he  would 
have  no  such  objection  to  a  bill,  which  had 
for  its  object,  the  establishing  a  fair  ad- 


justment of  the  advantages  of  Cooiisels 
assistance  to  the  parties  r  so  that  the  pro- 
secutor should  not  avail  himself  of  an  ad- 
dress, unless  the  traverser  was  entitled  to 
the  same  advantage;  including  the  proviso, 
that  in  case  the  prosecutor's  Counsel  did 
not  address  the  Jury,  neither  should  the 
prisoner's. 

Mr.  G'Connell  observed,  they  had  wit- 
nessed rather  an  extraordinary  mode  of 
sticking  by  his  order,  in  the  case  of  the 
hon.  the  Solicitor-General,  who  bad  ac- 
cused bis  brothers  of  the  Bar,  of  unnec^es- 
sarily  procrastinating  the  administration  of 
justice,  for  selfish  purposes  of  aggrandise- 
ment. As  to  time,  why  try  men  at  all,  if 
they  had  not  time  to  try  them  justly  ? 
Was  the  prosecutor  to  have  all  the  advan- 
tages, and  the  prisoner  to  be  debarred  of 
equal  rights  with  his  accuser?  Look  at 
the  absurdity  of  the  distinction  drawn  be- 
tween cases  of  felony  and  cases  of  treason. 
In  the  latter  case,  Counsel  were  albwed, 
where  the  greatest  field  was  afTorded  for 
excitement  and  passion.  But  Jeremy 
Bentham  had  perhaps  furnished  the  real 
reason  why  Counsel  was  hot  heard  in  such 
cases — namely,  that  the  Judges  did  not 
like  to  wait  for  the  truth,  or  to  be  detained 
to  hear  Counsel.  As  to  the  antiquity  of 
the  practice  of  the  present  system,  let  any 
Gentleman  beware  how  he  plumed  himself 
upon  sup))orting  the  ancient  practice. 
Did  he  know  that  recently  it  was  not  the 
practice,  and  even  lately  it  was  vehemently 
questioned,  whether  a  prisoner's  Coansel 
had  a  right  to  examine  witnesses  in  his 
defence  on  a  charge  of  felony.  The  ar- 
gument then  was :  '*Do  not,  for  humanity's 
sake,  allow  the  defendant  to  call  witnesses 
in  his  defence."  1  he  argument  now  was : 
'*  Do  not,  forhumanity's  sake  allow  the  pri- 
soner's Counsel  the  right  to  address  the 
Jury."  It  was  folly  to  say,  that  long 
speeches  for  prisoners  would  occasion  their 
conviction.  It  was  an  evil,  which,  if  it  ex- 
isted, would  soon  be  itsown  remedv.  Would 
prisoners  continue  to  employ  long  twaddling 
speakers  as  their  Counsel,  whose  endeav- 
ours only  ensured  (heir  conviction  ?  Were 
suitors  in  civil  cases  so  blind  to  their  own 
interests?  Would  the  man  accused  of 
felony,  not  be  as  much  alive  to  his  interest, 
to  the  preservation  of  his  property,  liberty, 
or  life,  as  the  plaintiff  in  a  civil  action  I 
He  would  say,  he  felt  great  satisfaction  in 
the  assurance  just  given  by  the  hon.  Se- 
cretary (Mr.  Lamb),  of  his  desire  to  improve 
the  law  in  this  respect.    It  displayed  one 
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gratifying  instance/  that  as  a  Member  of 
the  Administration,  he  at  least  had  not 
abandoned  or  forgotten  the  sentiments  he 
professed,  when  not  in  office.  He  hoped 
they  might  be  enabled  to  make  some  pro- 
gress, if  it  were  to  move  further,  only  one 
stage  farther,  towards  an  improvement  so 
highly  desirable. 

Mr.  Godson  contended  they  were  bound 
to  afford  to  prisoners  by  law  an  equal  pri« 
▼ilege,  as  to  assistance  of  Counsel,  with  the 
prosecotion,  and  that,  in  addition  to  this, 
they  were  also  bound  to  gran  t  every  prisoner 
a  copy  of  the  depositions  on  which  he  was 
arraigned,  or  else  it  amounted  to  a  partial 
administration  of  justice  In  criminal  matters. 

The  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time  that 
Day  se'nnight. 
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Robberies  ih  Dwellikg-Houscs.1 
Mr.  Lennard,  on  moving  that  the  report 
on  the  Dwelling-House  Robbery  bill  be 
received,  said,  that  he  should  find  it  ne- 
cessary to  trespass  for  a  few  moments  on 
the  attention  or  the  House,  for  the  purpose 
of  explaining  again  the  object,  which  this 
meai nre  had  in  view.  Agreeably  to  the 
suggestion  of  his  learned  friend  (the  Soli- 
citor General),  he  had  limited  the  operation 
of  this  Bill,  simply  to  the  offence  of  break- 
ing into  dwelling-houses  in  the  day-time, 
and  stealing  property  therein — an  offence, 
lo  which  he  conceived,  that  few  persons 
would  be  now  found  to  contend,  that  the 
penalty  of  death  ought  to  be  applied.  He 
was  certain,  that  the  change  which  this 
Bill  proposed  to  introduce,  was  one  called 
for  by  the  feelings  of  the  )icople,  and  the 
spirit  of  the  times.  He  had  stated,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  introduction  of  this  mea- 
sure, the  effect  which  this  extreme  severity 
of  the  letter  of  the  law,  as  contradistin- 
guished from  its  spirit,  had  in  disposing 
Juries  to  acquit  pri8oners,when  charged  with 
such  crimes ;  and  he  had  only  lo  refer  to  the 
nnraerous  petitions  which  had  been  pre- 
sented, especially  three  years  ago,  to  snow 
the  anxiety  of  the  people  for  this  proposed 
mitigation  of  our  criminal  code.  Where 
so  much  of  the  execution  of  the  law  de- 
pended upon  the  people  themselveji,  It  was 
most  necessary,  that  the  feeling  of  the 
public  should  be  consulted.  Under  these 
circamstances,  therefore,  and  with  the  ad- 
ditional consideration,  that,  in  the  course 
of  the  last  ton  years,  out  of  every  nine 
persons  convicted  uf  these  offences,  not 
above  one  had  been  executed,  he  trusted 
that  no  serious  opposition  would  be  made 


to  the  passing  of  this  Bill.  He  mnst  ob« 
serve,  tnat  of  late  years,  a  practice  had 
grown  up,  which  was  most  ODJectionable. 
When  it  was  supposed,  that  a  person  had 
committed  a  burglary,  if  there  were  any 
difficulty  in  making  out  a  case  against 
him,  he  was  indicted,  not  as  a  burglar,  but 
as  a  housebreaker ;  and  being  placed  upon 
his  trial  for  this  less  criminal  offence,  it 
notunfrequeutly  happened,  that  the  Judge, 
in  consequence  of  proof  of  some  aggravated 
circumstance  attending  the  robbery,  took 
it  upon  himself  to  punish  the  prisoner, 
upon  conviction,  not  as  a  housebreaker, 
but  as  a  burglar.  Several  persons,  he  knew, 
had  been  punished  as  burglars,  although 
they  were  only  indicted  as  housebreakers, 
which  was  using  the  discretionary  power 
possessed  by  the  Judges  in  a  most  objec- 
tionable manner.  He  trusted,  that  this 
measure  would  not  experience  opposi- 
tion from  any  Gentleman  on  that  (the 
ministerial)  side  of  the  House,  least  of  all, 
fW)m  those  Gentlemen  who  had  received 
their  lessons,  with  regard  to  the  amend- 
ment of  our  criminal  code,  from  the  late 
Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  Sir  James  Mackin- 
tosh, and  the  present  Lord  Chancellor. 

Mr.  Lamb  could  assure  the  House,  that 
it  was  with  great  regret  that  he  felt  it  his 
imperative  duty  to  oppose  this  Motion. 
The  House  would  give  him  credit  when  he 
stated,  that  it  was  with  extreme  reluctance 
he  deemed  it  necessary  to  throw  any  im- 
pediment in  the  way  of  what  might  he 
represented  as  an  improvement  in  our  crimi- 
nal code.  He  had  stated,  when  his  hon. 
friend  introduced  this  Bill  that  it  was  not 
a  measure  which  Government  would  then 
oppose,  and  it  was  entitled  to  a  calm  and 
deliberate  consideration,  but  he  would  now 
entreat  the  House  to  pause  before  it 
adopted  such  a  measure.  He  was  fully 
impressed  with  the  conviction  that  the 
course  of  legislation  which  they  were  now 
pursuing  on  this  subject  tended  much  to 
the  increase  of  that  evil  under  which  they 
laboured  so  extremely  at  present — namely, 
the  multiplication  of  crime.  There  was 
no  denying  the  fact  that  there  had  been 
latterly  a  great  increase  of  crime.  Let 
the  House  just  look  at  the  effect  of  the 
course  which  it  had  adopted  last  year  in 
taking  away  the  capital  punishment  from 
the  crime  of  forgery.  He  (Mr.  Lamb)  had 
voted  for  that  measure,  and  he  had  done 
so  with  the  roost  perfect  security  that  it 
would  not  have  been  attended  by  an  in- 
crease of  crime.     Unluckily,  however,  be 
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had  now  to  state,  which  he  did  without 
the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  critne 
of   forgery   had    considerably   increased 
during  the  past  year.     Of  course,  it  would 
be  said,  on  the  other  side,  that  that  cir- 
cumstance was  to  be  accounted  for  in  the 
increase  of  prosecutions ;  but  he  would 
maintain  that  there  had  been  a  consider- 
able increase  in  the  number  of  forgeries 
actually  committed.     He   must  say,  that 
all  the  debates  and  discussions  upon  our 
criminal  laws  had  been  the  most  inconclu- 
sive that  he  had  ever  heard.     He  had,  with 
others,  voted  for  the  abolition  of  the  ca- 
pital punishment  in  the  case  of  forgery, 
trusting  that,  as  the  capital  punishment 
in  that  instance  had,  in  deference  to  the 
feelings  of  the  public,  been  for  the  few  last 
years  virtually  abolished,  its  actual  aboli- 
tion would  not  lead  to  an  increase  of  the 
crime.     He  was  sorry  to  say,  that  he,  in 
common  with  the  House,  had,  as  experi- 
ence proved,  acted  in  that  case  upon  a 
lamentably  mistaken  principle.    He  could 
not,  therefore,  agree  with  his  hon.  friend, 
that  where  a  capital  punishment  existed 
for  sin  offence,  and  where  it  was  never 
enforced,  we  should  make  the  letter  of  the 
law  correspond  with  the  practice  of  it. 
He  was,  on  the  contrary,  of  opinion  that 
the  retention  of  the  capital  punishment  in 
such  instances,  though  it  should  never  be 
enforced,  was  productive  of  great  good,  in 
deterring  persons  from  the  commission  of 
the  offence  to  which  it  might  be  applied. 
There  was  the  instance  of  the  oflfence  of 
horse-stealing,  with  regard  to  which  they 
had  repealed  the  capital  punishment  last 
Session  ;  and  that  crime,  if  it  had  not  in- 
creased, had  certainly  not  diminished  since 
that  time.     His  learned  friend,  the  Solicit 
citor-General,  with  whom  he  was  sorry  to 
differ  on  this  subject,  had  remarked,  in  the 
former  discussion  on  this  Bill,  that  such 
was  the  state  of  the  law  as  to  house-break- 
ing and  house-entering,  that  a  child  who 
only  broke  a  window  and  stole  a  bun 
might  be   liable  to   capital   punishment. 
Granted ;    but  then  the  capital   punish- 
ment would  never  be  enforced  in  such  a 
case;  whereas,  let  the  application  of  capital 
punishment  to  this  crime  be  altogether 
done  away  with,  and  the  man  who  should 
enter  a   house  with  violence,  and  steal 
therefrom   no  less  than  20,000/.,  would 
escape  that  amount  of  punishment  which 
was  due  to  his  offence.     He  had  no  ob- 
jection to  this  alteration  in  the  law — that 
the  capital  punishment  should  solely  apply 


to  those  cases  where  persons  forced  them- 
selves with  violence  into  houses,  so  as  to 
do'  mischief.  On  the  whole  he  thooght 
that  it  would  be  much  better  at  once  to 
appoint  a  general  Committee  for  the  revi- 
sion of  our  criminal  code  than  to  go  on 
thus,  step  by  step,  adopting  measures  at 
the  suggestion  of  individual  Members, 
without  knowing  where  this  mitigation  of 
punishment  was  to  stop,  or  upon  what 
general  principle  it  was  to  be  regulated 
with  regard  to  particular  crimes.  He  bad 
felt  it  his  duty  to  take  that  occasion  to 
enter  his  protest  against  this  measure,  and 
he  was  sure  that  if  the  House  did  not 
pause  in  this  course  of  mitigation — m  this 
career  of  impunity  to  crime — the  irorst 
consequences  would  be  the  result. 

Mr.  Bernal  said,  that  no  one  doubted 
the  sincerity  of  the  motives  of  his   hon. 
friend  in  opposing  this  Bill.  He  concurred 
in  one  part  of  what  had  fallen  from  his  hoo. 
friend,  namely,  that  it  would  be  well    if 
Government  could  find  itself  at  liberty, 
and  had  time,  to  take  the  whole  consider* 
ation  of  the  revision  of  our  criminal  code 
into  its  hands,  instead  of  leaving  it  to  be 
effected    through     the    means    of  bills 
brought  forward  by  individual  Members, 
at  vast  trouble  to  themselves,  and  with  the 
reward  of  but  little  gratitude  for  their 
laudable  endeavours.     He  was  sorry  that 
he  altogether  dissented  from  the  remainder 
of  his  hon.  friend's  observations.     When 
his  hon.  friend  stated  the  result  of  the  al- 
teration of  the  law  with  regard  to  the  pa- 
nishment  for  forgery,  he  would  beg  to  ask 
his  hon.  friend  whether,  with  his  know- 
ledge and  experience  on  the  subject,  he 
was  prepared  to  retrace  the  steps  they  had 
taken  in  that  instance — whether,  in  fine, 
with  the  temper  of  the  British  nation  in 
1833,  any  Government  or  any  gentleman 
would  be  bold  enough  to  come  down  to 
that  House  and  recommend  to  them  that 
tliey  should  come  back  to  the  old  code 
with   regard  to  forgery.     If  they  had  to 
complain  of  the  increase  of  crime,  the  fault 
lay  with  themselves ;  they  did  not  adopt 
the  proper  preventives  to  check  the  in« 
crease  of  crime.     Let  them  but  advert 
to    the    beneficial     effects    which     had 
been  experienced  from  the  system  of  soli- 
tary conGnement  in   the  United  States, 
and  they  would  see  what  good  might  be 
expected  from  the  adoption  of  a  proper 
system  of  preventives.    The  report  as  to 
the  effects  of  solitary  imprisonment  in  the 
great  gaol  of  Auburn  was  most  favourable 


617 


jRobberiei  in 


{June  12} 


Dwelling^Houses. 


618 


as  to  its  utility  in  checkiog  crime.  It 
could  boast  of  one  amongst  many  other 
great  advantages — that  it  was  economical, 
and  the  clergymen  of  different  persuasions 
reported  most  favourably  as  to  its  good 
effects  upon  the  morals  of  the  prisoners. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  the  attention 
of  the  Qovemment  should  be  turned  as 
soon  as  possible  to  the  introduction  of 
secondary  punishmentSf  with  a  view  to 
operate  as  a  barrier  against  the  increase 
of  crime.  The  present  punishment  for 
forgery  was  transportation  to  Australia  or 
Tasmania;  and  when  persons  who  had 
moved  in  respectable  society  in  this  coun- 
try were  transported  there  for  that  offence, 
they  were  at  once  sought  for,  for  respect- 
able situations,  such  as  clerks  in  stores, 
and  even  cashiers  in  banking-houses,  and 
in  fact,  their  punishment  amounted  to  no- 
thing. He  should  certainly  support  the 
Motion. 

Mr.  Strickland  observed,  that  from  his 
experience  as  a  Magistrate,  he  could  state 
most  certainly,  that  in  the  district  with 
which  be  was  connected,  the  number  of 
prosecutions  was  much  greater  than  had 
formerly  been  the  case;  but  he  denied 
tliat  this  tended  in  the  least  degree  to 
prove  there  had  been  any  increase  in  the 
number  of  offences,  because  since  the 
passing  of  the  statutes  commonly  called 
Mr.  Peel's  Acts,  which  gave  the  expenses 
of  prosecutions  in  certain  cases,  it  had  be- 
come the  interest  of  the  legal  practitioners 
in  Ibe  country  to  institute  prosecutions, 
and  therefore  those  offences  were  now 
followed  up  which  formerly  had  entirely 
escaped  punishment.  Allusion  had  been 
made  to  the  increase  of  the  crime  of  for* 
gery  since  the  abolition  of  the  capital  pu- 
nisbment  for  that  offence,  but  unless  it 
was  shown  that  the  crime  had  increased 
upon  the  number  of  charges  of  forgery 
formerly  instituted,  he  (Mr.  Strickland) 
could  not  give  much  credence  to  the 
statement  which  had  been  made.  This, 
however,  presented  no  reason  why  the  ex- 
periment of  this  Bill  should  not  be  tried ; 
and  if  for  want  of  a  good  system  of  se- 
condary punishments  in  this  country,  the 
amelioration  in  this  case  should  prove  in- 
snflictent  to  the  public  security,  he  for  one 
should  be  most  nappy  to  retrace  his  steps, 
but  at  present  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  support 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Lloyd  concurred  in  the  suggestion 
which  had  been  thrown  out  by  the  hon. 
geotlemani  tbo  Under  Secretary  for  the 


Home  Department,  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  or  Board 
to  take  into  consideration  the  whole  of  the 
criminal  code  of  the  country,  with  a  view 
to  its  alteration  and  amendment ;  and  he 
fully  acquiesced  in  the  sentiment  which 
had  accompanied  the  suggestion — namely, 
that  much  more  general  advantage  to  the 
public  would  accrue  from  such  a  course 
than  could  possibly  be  the  result  of  the 
exertions  of  any  individual  Member  di- 
rected to  any  single  branch  of  the  criminal 
codes.  But  that  really  was  not  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House.  A  Select  Com- 
mittee had  sat  some  time  since  on  the 
subject  of  capital  punishment;  had  re- 
ported ;  and  upon  that  report  nothing  had 
since  been  done,  and,  therefore,  he  felt 
that  no  further  delay  ought  to  be  permit- 
ted, even  if  Government  was  to  pledge 
itself  that  the  whole  code  should  be  duly 
considered,  with  a  view  to  remedy  the 
grievances;  because  in  the  mean  time  no 
harm  could  be  done  by  carrying  into  effect 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House.  It  was  most  improbable,  that, 
under  the  present  state  of  society,  any 
aggravated  case  of  house-breaking  could 
occur  ;  but  even  if  committed  in  the  night 
time,  which  was  the  only  probable  period 
at  which  an  aggravated  case  with  violence 
could  occur,  that  crime  was  unaffected  by 
the  present  Bill,  and  under  the  proper 
definition  of  burglary  would  still  be  liable 
to  capital  punishmenL  The  argument 
which  had  been  raised  against  this  Bill 
upon  the  grounds  of  the  increase  of  the 
crime  of  forgery  could  not  stand,  because, 
on  a  former  occasion,  it  was  admitted,  and 
even  urged  as  a  reason  for  abolishing  the 
capital  punishment  in  certain  cases  of  for- 
gery, that  many  offences  were  never  prosecu- 
ted, and  were  passed  over  with  impunity, 
from  the  reluctance  of  parties  to  bring 
them  into  court,  and  Juries  to  convict  when 
proceeded  with,  in  consequence  of  the 
then  existing  law.  Any  discrepancy, 
therefore,  that  might  now  appear  between 
the  amount  of  forgeries  formerly,  and  the 
amount  since  the  punishment  was  lessened, 
could  not  afford  any  argument  as  to  the 
evils  of  an  amelioration  of  the  law  in  this 
respect.  He  would  not  trouble  the  House 
with  now  moving  the  addition  to  the  pre- 
sent Bill  of  a  clause  (of  which  he  had  given 
notice)  for  repealing  so  much  of  the  Act 
2  and  3  William  4th,  c.  62,  as  made  the 
offences  named  in  that  Act  punishable 
with  transportation  for  life  onlyi  and  ia** 
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stead  thereof  providing  that  such  oflPcnces 
should  be  punishable  with  transportation 
or  imprisonment  of  a  limited  period,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Court,  but  he  should 
postpone  the  motion  until  some  future 
occasion. 

Mr.  Hill  concurred  in  the  necessitv  of 
some  general  revision  of  the  criminal  law 
of  this  country.  Too  great  severity  created 
crime,  instead  of  suppressing  it.    In  former 
times  the  criminal  law  was  as  sanguinary 
in  practice  as  it  was  now  in  the  letter.     In 
the  reign  of  Henry  8th,  historians  stated, 
that  no  fewer  than  70,000  persons  were 
executed.    This  showed  that  the  terror  of 
the  laws  did  not  prevent  the  commission 
of  capital  offences.     On  the  other  hand, 
as  tlie  criminal  law  had  been  relaxed  in 
severity,  offences  had  diminished  in  num- 
ber.    Even  so  late  as  the  end  of  last  cen- 
tury it  was  dangerous  to  walk  out  into  the 
streets  of  London  after  dark,  so   many 
desperadoes  were  abroad,  who  were  seen 
even  in  broad  daylight  in  the  streets,  but 
so  well  supported  by  their  followeis  that 
the  police  dared  not  attack  them.     This 
was  the  statement  made  by  Fielding,  and 
confirmed  by  many  contemporary  authors. 
Now,  how  different  was  the  state  of  crime  ? 
In  the  metropolis  but  little  insecurity  as 
to  life  was  fblt  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or 
night,  and  the  number  of  murders  was 
very  small  compared  with  what  it  used  to 
be.     He  knew  many  persons  who  never 
would  prosecute  for  offences  against  pro- 
perty, where  the  punishment  was  death, 
not  choosing  to  be  instrumental  to  the 
loss  of  life  in  a  fellow-creature.      This 
feeling  was  spreading ;  and  it  would  be 
found  to  be  impossible  unless  they  had 
Judges  totally  disconnected  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  actuated  by  different  feelings  and 
sympathies,  to  execute  a  state  of  law  which 
was  at  variance  with  the  opinions  of  the 
majority  of  the  people.   So  long  as  the  Jury 
system  formed  part  of  the  judicial  system,  it 
would  not  be  practicable  to  maintain  a  svs- 
tem  of  laws  which  was  contrary  in  its  spirit 
to  the  feelings  of  the  people.    The  number 
of  the  prosecutions  was  not  a  just  test  of 
the  increase  of  crime,  as  had  already  been 
observed  by  other  Members.    To  argue 
that  it  was,  was  to  argue  like  a  Clerk  of 
the  Peace  who  judged  solely  by  the  in- 
crease of  his  own  business  that  there  must 
be  a  large  increase  of  the  offences  for 
which  his  services  were  put  in  requisition. 
It  was  not  a  correct  mode  of  ascertaining 
the  point.    The  boo.  Under  Secretary  bad 


talked  of  softetiiog  the  crRninal  lav  stt 
giving  impunity  to  crime.  Surely  sending 
H  man  to  Botany  Bay  for  life  Was  oot 
(mpunity^  At  least  it  was  that  soft  c»f 
impunity  which  he  should  be  very  sorry 
to  experience  for  any  offence  of  whidi  he 
knight  ever  be  guilty^  He  hoped  there 
would  be  some  general  syslemalic  amend** 
nient  of  the  criminal  law:  bat,  ia  the 
mean  time,  separate  and  specific  mea- 
sures, for  that  purpose  like  the  pretent, 
when  brought  forward,  should  have  his 
support. 

jyf  r.  Shaw  thoueht,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible so  to  amend  the  criminal  law  bb 
altogether  to  supersede  the  necessity  of 
discretion  in  the  Judge.  It  was  impoe- 
sible  to  draw  the  exact  line  where  legisla* 
tion  should  end  and  discretkm  begin. 
There  were,  no  doubt,  anomalies  and 
apparent  contradictions  in  the  system  as 
it  wns  written;  but  these  disappeared 
when  the  actual  practice  of  the  law  was 
looked  into.  At  this  time  of  the  year  the 
capital  punishment  was  to  be  taken  away, 
although  a  gang  of  robbers  should  break 
into  a  house  while  the  inmates  were  at 
rest  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning;  and 
on  the  other  hand  in  the  case  which  bad 
been  put  of  a  girl  breaking  a  window  and 
stealing  a  bun  at  seven  o'clock  of  a  winter's 
morning,  she  would  sitll  be  guilty  of  a 
capital  offence ;  this  showed  how  essen- 
tial it  was,  that  the  Judge  should  have  a 
discretionary  power  for  the  purpose  of  ad* 
justing  the  balance  in  all  such  cases. 
With  respect  to  the  particular  offeace 
described  in  this  Bill,  the  practice  now  was, 
to  leave  the  words  "  break  and  enter"  out 
of  the  indictment,  unless  in  cases  marked 
by  features  of  great  atrocity.  Whatever 
advantage  might  be  gained  by  a  general 
and  welLconsidered  alteration  of  the  law 
as  regarded  capital  punishments,  he 
thought  great  evil  was  endangered  by 
these  attempts  to  amend  it  by  separate 
and  disconnected  efforts. 

Mr.  AgUotuby  sakl,  that  a  general 
amendment  of  the  criminal  law  would  be 
preferable  to  the  present  mode  of  amend- 
ing it  by  separate  Bills,  but  he  preferred 
to  have  it  amended  piecemeal  rather  than 
not  have  it  done  at  all.  He  should  give 
his  support  to  the  Bill  of  the  hoo.  member 
for  Maldon* 

Mr.  Rotck  considered   that  the  beat 
mode  of  preventing  crime  was  by  making 
the  laws  for  its  punishment  certaia  in  their 
I  nature  and  sure  in  their  executioii.    Ikey 
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bad  BOW  got «  measufe  of  decided  amend- 
mend  before  tbcro,  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  not  allow  it  to  be  lost  from 
the  ttiere  expectation  of  what  might  be 
doue  hereafter. 

Mn  Ewmrt  would  support  the  Bill,  but 
he  tlK>ttght  it  wouid  be  improved  if  the 
houn  within  which  the  ofieiicc  became 
changed  io  its  character  should  be  dis- 
tinctly defined.  He  thought  the  hours 
should  be  named  in  the  Bill,  and  be  from 
lea  o'clock  at  night  to  fire  in  the  morniny; 
througliout  the  year.  Parliamc^nt  having 
modified  the  law  as  to  the  higher  class  of 
delinquents,  were  bound  to  do  it  as  to  the 
lower  order.  He  hoped  to  see  tlie  Criminal 
I^ws  of  this  country  more  consonant  with 
the  feelings  and  opinions  of  acivilized  peo- 
ple than  they  were  at  present. 

The  Report  was  brought  up. 

On  the  Motion  that  it  be  read, 

Mr.  Shaw  wished  to  ask  whether  the 
last  clause  had  been  expunged,  as  other- 
wise the  jurisdiction  of  the  Old  Bailey  for 
the  trial  of  these  offences  would  be  en- 
tirely shut  out.  At  any  rate,  he  was 
oetiaAn  that  such  urould  be  the  case  in 
Ifeland  in  the  Court  over  which  he  pre- 
naded. 

Mr.  Lgmwrd  said,  that  this  clause  had 
bceu  eipuiiged.  It  merely  remained  on 
the  printed  Bill,  because  it  hud  not  been 
coti»idered  worth  while  to  have  a  reprint 
of  the  Bill  on  account  of  so  slight  an 
erasure.  With  refcience  to  objections 
which  had  been  made  against  making 
these  chauges  in  detail,  he  would  ob- 
serve^  that  such  had  been  the  principle 
laid  down  as  the  best  by  one  of  the 
(greatest  law  authorities  known  in  this 
country.  Sir  S.  Romilly,  who,  in  bring- 
tog  forward  his  law  reforms,  had 
twrariably  held,  that  graduated  relaxation 
«yf  the  law  wouid  ensure  the  most  cil'cc- 
lual  and  beneficial  results.  With  refer- 
eece  to  the  crimes  of  horse-stealing, 
sheep-stealing,   and  others,   the  capital 

riahsDunt  for  which  had  been  abolished, 
denied  that  those  offences  had  since 
hicreused.  The  boo.  Member  read  some 
Returns  to  show  that  since  the  abolition 
of  capital  peuishment,  there  bad  in 
WelaSy  ia  Berkshire,  and  several  other 
counties,  none  of  these  crimes  been  com- 
asttted.  In  Lincolnshire,  which  was  a 
gseui  plaoe  for  aheep^  there  had  been 
no  sheep-stealing.  With  respect  to 
fomevy»  it  would  be  reooUected  that 
ive  ipeeiic  gmos  of  foifcrj  were  ex-1 


eropted  from  the  last  Act ;  and  the  punish- 
ment of  death  still  remained  attached  to 
forging  a  will,  and  forging  a  power  of 
attorney ;  and  since  that  Act  was  passed 
there  had  been  only  two  cases  of  these 
crimes — one  of  forging  a  will,  and  the 
other  of  forging  a  power  of  attorney. 
In  the  case  of  forging  the  will,  though  the 
evidence  was  very  clear  against  the  man, 
the  Jury  refused  to  convict  him,  and 
found  a  verdict  of  acquittal ;  in  the  case  of 
forging  the  power  of  attorney,  the  forgery 
was  committed  upon  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  Bank  prosecuted  the  man 
for  the  minor  oficnce.  There  was,  then, 
even  now,  a  difficulty  of  carrying  that 
law  into  effect  which  decreed  the  punish- 
ment of  death,  which  made  it  inoperative. 
He  was  willing  to  allow,  that  the  most 
appropriate  secondary  punishment  had 
not  been  applied  to  the  crime  of 
forgery,  and  it  would  have  been  better  to 
have  appropriated  to  that  crime  hard 
labour  and  imprisonment  at  home,  than 
transportation  for  life.  His  hon.  friend, 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  (Mr.  Lamb), 
h'.id  thrown  some  doubts  on  the  efficacy  of 
the  system  of  imprisonment  in  America. 
If  the  House  would  allow  him,  he  would 
read  an  extract  from  the  Report  made  by 
two  French  gentlemen  who  had  inquired 
into  the  subject  The  hon.  Member 
accordingly  read  an  extract  from  the 
Report,  which  stated  that  the  persons  who 
were  tried  for  second  ofifenoes  under  the 
old  system  of  prison  discipline  were  as 
one  to  seven ;  while  those  tried  for  second 
offences  under  the  new  system  were  only 
as  one  to  nineteen.  He  would  not  enter 
further  into  the  subject,  as  he  felt  con- 
fident that  the  House  was  with  him. 

The  Report  was  read,  and  the  Amend- 
ments were  agreed  to. 

Tithes  (Ireland) — ^The  Coercive 
Law.]  Lord  Alihorp  moved  the  Order 
of  the  Day  for  tlie  House  to  go  into  a 
Committee  on  the  Tithes  (Ireland)  Act. 

On  the  Motion  that  the  Speaker  leave 
the  Chair, 

Mr.  Lambert  rose  to  move  an  Amend- 
ment. He  did  not  wish  to  embarrass  t|)e 
Government,  or  throw  the  least  difficulty 
in  its  way ;  but  he  felt  that  he  had  noother 
course  to  adopt  than  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  he  Motion  of  the  noble  Lord. 
He  had  been  prevented,  last  night,  from 
makiug  the  i1otk>o  he  intended  to  make, 
and    fipm  giving  that   explanatioa  he 
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thought  it  his  duty  to  give ;  and  havin^r 
been  prevented  from  then  making  his 
statement,  he  felt  himself  obliged  to  bring 
it  before  the  House  as  an  Amendment  to 
the  Motion  of  the  noble  Lord.  He  could 
assure  the  House,  that  he  never  felt  greater 
pain  and  anxiety  than  he  did  at  being 
compelled  to  pursue  this  course ;  but  it 
was  the  only  one  which  was  left  him,  in 
order  to  do  justice  to  himself,  and  to  those 
hon.  Members  who,  like  himself,  would 
not  have  supported  the  Irish  Coercive  Bill, 
had  they  not  been  assured  that  it  was 
not  to  be  applied  to  the  collection  of  tithes. 
.  He  had  no  other  means  of  doing  an  act  of 
justice  to  his  own  character,  and  the 
character  of  those  who  had  supported  that 
Bill,  than  to  place  the  circumstances  fairly 
before  the  country.  It  would  be,  no 
doubt,  distinctly  in  the  recollection  of  the 
House,  that  at  the  time  the  Coercive  Bill 
was  introduced,  he  stated  that  some 
measure  of  that  nature  was  necessary  to 
restore  tranquillity  to  that  country';  but 
he  had  declared,  at  the  same  time,  that 
no  consideration  on  earth  should  make 
him  consent  to  any  such  Bill,  so  long 
as  it  was  to  be  applied  to  the  enforcement 
of  the  collection  of  tithes  in  Ireland.  The 
House  would  recollect  that  the  noble  Lord 
had  then  given  a  solemn  pledge  to  the 
House,  or  rather  two  pledges,  on  the 
subject :  and  confiding  in  those  pledges, 
conceiving  that  they  would  be  redeemed, 
he  and  others  had  voted  for  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  Bill.  He  had  taken  every  pos- 
sible pains  to  have  a  correct  account  of 
what  the  noble  Lord  then  said,  and  had 
collated  two  short  reports  of  the  noble 
Lord's  speech.  From  these  reports  (and 
he  would  read  The  Times  which  was  the 
same  as  that  of  the  Mirror  of  Par liament\ 
it  appeared  that  the  noble  Lord  had  said, 
'  It  had  been  stated  as  another  objection 

*  to  the  Bill,  that  it  was  only  a  cover  to 
'  enable  Ministers  to  collect  tithes.     He 

*  was  anxious  to  be  clearly  understood  on 
'  this  point.     He  could  assure  the  House, 

*  that  so  far  from  that  (the  collecting  of 

*  tithes)  being  the  object  of  Ministers, 
'  they  should  feel,  'that  the  Lord  Lieu* 
'  tenant  of  Ireland  would  abuse  the  discre-* 
^  tion  which  the   Bill  would  invest  him 

*  with,  if  he  declared,  in  the  exercise  of 
'  that  discretion,  that  any  district  was 
'  liable  to  the  application  of  the  provisions 
'  of  the  Bill  merely  because  tithes  were 
'  not  paid  in  that  district.    To  make  the 

*  refusal  of  tithe  payments  a  pretext  for  I 


'  enforcing '  the  Bill  would  be,  be  repeated, 
'  acting  quite  contrary  to  the  feeling  aad 
*•  intentions  of  its  fraiaers ;  indeed,  quite 
'  foreign  to  their  views  anddetermiiMitioD. 
<  He  would   go   farther,    and  aay,    that 
'  though    the  suppression    of  Whitefeet 
'  offences  was  the  main  and  sole  object  of 
'  the  Bill,  and  though  he  had  reason  to 
'  believe,  that  the  resistance  to  tithe  was, 
*■  in  many  instances,  mixed  up  with  these 
'  offences — indeed  one  of  them — ^yet,  in 
'  order  to  convince  the  most  sceptic^  that 
'  Ministers  had  no  other  object  in  propos* 
'  ingthe  Bill  than  restoring  and  preaerving 
'  the  peace  of  the  country,  he  should  hare 
'  no  objection  to  the  insertion  of  any  clause 
'  or  provision  which  would   prevent  the 
'  application  of  the  Bill  to  any  o£fence  of 
'  which  the  resistance  to  the  payment  of 
'  tithes  was  a  portion.     He  repeated  again 
'  and  again,  that  Ministers  had  but.  ooe 
'  sole  object — the  asserting  the  authority 
'  of  the  law.    The  Bill  had  no  reference 
'  to  the  collection  of  tithes  or  any  other 
'  individual  purpose,  and«  he  would  add, 
'  could  or  should  be  applied  only  to  the 
'  maintenance  of  social  oider.'    That  was 
the  noble  Lord's  statement ;  and  .relying 
on   the  personal  character  of  the  noble 
Lord,  he  had  brought  forward  an  Amend- 
ment which  was  in  perfect  uitison  with  the 
language  of  the  noble   Lord.     It    was, 
he  thought,  admitted  that  the  Bill  was 
not    to    be    employed     in    levying    the 
arrears  of  tithes,  but  he  had  also  thought 
that  fact  ought  to  be  stated.     He,  there- 
fore, did  bring  forward  an  Amendment, 
which   he  would  again  bring  before  the 
House  by  reading  it.  It  was  this, "  Provided 
always,  and  be  it  hereby  enacted,  that  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
or  other  Chief  Governor  or  Governors  of 
Ireland  to  apply  the  powers  conferred  by 
this  Act  in  any  way  to  any  county  or 
district  merely  because  tithes  shall  not  be 
paid  in  such  county  or  district;  and  be 
It  further  enacted,  that  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  shall  not  be  applied  in  any  way 
for  the  purpose  of  levying  tithes,  or  enforc- 
ing the  payment  thereof."    He  had  found, 
however,  that  objections  were  made  to  his 
Amendment.    The  noble  Lord  stated,  that 
he  had  no  objection  to  the  first  part,  which 
was  indeed,  in  the  letter  and  spirit,  a  mete 
copy  of  the  declaration  of  the  noble  Lord, 
that  the  Act  was  not  to  be  applied  to  the 
levying  of  tithes.     The  noble  Lord  stated, 
that  he  did  not  oppose  the  first  part  of  the 
Amend  ment|  but  that  be  did  not  approve 
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€^  ibe  latter  part.  He  acquiesced  in  the 
lopping  off  a  part  of  his  AmendmeDt,  con- 
oeiving  that  what  was  essential  was 
rcHaiiiedy  particularly  as  the  noble  Lord 
t.hen  repeated  his  declaration,  that — '  It 

*  was  intended   by   GovernmeDt,  as   he 

*  (Lord  Althorp)  bad  already  stated,  to 

*  propose  a   plan  to  the  House  which 

*  would  render  it  quite  impossible  that  this 

*  Bill  could  be  applied  to  the  collecting  of 

*  tithes.  The  plan  which  would  be  pro- 
^  posed    by    Government   would  be  one 

*  whereby  the  arrears  of  tithes  would  be 

*  got  rid  of,   the   only   thing  to  which 

*  this  Bill,  during  the  time  that  it  was 
'  likely  to  last,  would,  by  possibility,  be 

*  applied.'  That  declaration  of  the 
noble  Lord  removed  every  shadow  of 
doubt  from  his  mind.  The  noble  Lord 
had  repeated  the  declaration  he  had 
made  on  introducing  the  Bill,  and  had 
said  distinctly  that  it  was  not  to  be  applied 
to  the  collection  of  the  arrears  of  tithes. 
It  was  said,  at  the  time,  that  the  de* 
claration  of  the  noble  Lord  was  uncalled 
for,  and  that  it  was  imprudent  He 
had,  however,  never  doubted  that  that 
declaration  was  most  necessary  and  most 
called  for ;  for,  if  the  Bill  had  come  be- 
fore them  without  that  declaration,  cer- 
tainly it  would  not  have  been  possible 
for  him — and  he  believed  for  many 
otbert— to  give  their  assent  to  it.  But 
for  that  declaration,  he  believed  that  the 
House  would  have  scouted  the  Bill ;  and 
certainly  but  for  that  declaration  he  should 
have  considered  the  measure  most  un- 
just. But  how  could  it  have  been 
passed  but  for  that  declaration?  The 
House  would  recollect,  that  a  Bill  had 
been  passed  vesting  in  the  Crown  all  the 
rights  to  the  arrears  of  tithes,  and  enabling 
the  Crown  to  collect  those  arrears  by  aU 
the  powerful  means  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Crown,  as  a  creditor.  That  Bill  was  a 
failure — a  mischievous  failure — as  had 
been  foretold  by  those  who  best  knew  the 
state  of  Ireland ;  but  those  who  did  not 
koow  the  state  of  Ireland  were  deter- 
mined to  pass  it,  and  it  was  passed. 
Now,  would  it  be  supposed,  that  any 
assembly  of  honest  men  would  have 
listened  to  any  Minister  who  should 
have  come  down  to  the  House  and 
stated,  that  **  the  Tithe  Bill,  with  all  the 
powers  it  gave  to  the  Crown,  has  been 
a  failure ;  but  do  you  give  us  the  high 
pressore^ngine  of  despotism,  and  we 
shall  succeeds  do  you  suspend  the  Con* 


stitution^-^nable  us  to  imprison  men  at  our 
pleasure — try  them  by  Courts-martial — 
abrogate  all  their  rights — and  we  have  no 
doubt  we  shall  prevent  all  those  disturb- 
ances which  have  been  created  by  this 
very  Tithe  Bill  of  ours,  which  has  been  so 
complete  a  failure  ?"  It  was  quite  impos- 
sible,  therefore,  to  suppose,  that  without 
such  a  declaration  as  that  made  by  the 
noble  Lord,  which  he  had  quoted,  that 
the  House  would  have  suspended  the 
Constitution  to  support  the  Ministerial 
failure.  The  declaration  of  the  noble 
Lord,  therefore,  was  prudent,  and  even 
necessary.  He  had  been  warned  not  to 
place  confidence  in  that  declaration; 
but  he  had  stated  he  should  be  sorry  to 
believe,  that  the  Bill,  in  spite  of  those 
pledges,  would  ever  be  appUed  to^thes* 
When  the  Ministers  had  also  pledged 
themselves  to  bring  in  a  plan  by  which  the 
arrears  of  tithes  were  to  be  got  rid  of, 
he  confided  in  that  pledge.  He  wrote 
immediately  over  to  Ireland  to  all  the 
persons  in  his  own  neighbourhood,  and  to 
many  persons  living  on  the  borders  of  the 
county  of  Kilkenny,  telling  them,  that  the 
Irish  people  might  rely  on  the  Ministers, 
who  meant  kindly  towards  them,  and  the 
Bill  would  surely  never  be  applied  to  the 
collection  of  tithes.  He  haa  quoted  the 
words  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
He  regretted  that  he  had  done  so,  but  he 
could  not  believe,  that  the  word  of  the  Mi- 
nister would  not  be  kept  He  had  suc- 
ceeded to  a  considerable  extent  in  con- 
vincing the  people  that  his  own  opinion 
was  correct ;  and  what  had  been  the  con- 
sequence? He  stated,  that  the  Minis- 
ters had  pledged  their  most  sacred  word 
that  the  Bill  should  not  be  applied  to  col- 
lect the  arrears  of  tithes,  and  that  pledge 
had  been  most  scandalously  and  most  dis- 
gracefully violated.  It  was  on  the  6th  or 
7th  of  April,  he  believed,  or  about  the 
time  that  the  county  of  Kilkenny  was  pro- 
claimed, that  a  party  of  police  went  round 
the  neighbourhood  of  New  Ross,  and 
gave  notice  to  all  the  farmers  round,  that 
they  must  have  the  names  of  the  inmates 
of  their  houses  written  on  (heir  doors,  and 
cautioned  the  farmers  to  appear  at  their 
doors — for  so  the  police  said — and  answer 
to  their  names  when  called  upon  by  the 
police.  The  farmers  did  as  they  were 
directed  by  the  police.  On  the  very  first 
night  that  the  Coercive  Bill  came  into 
operation  and  was  enforced,  the  police  in 
a  large  detachment  went  round  to  fifty- 
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seyen  farmers,  many  of  whom  owed  money 
for  tithes,  and  had  kept  out  of  the  way, 
but  who,  relying  on  the  secarity  they  had 
been  promised,  and  which  he  in  fact  on 
faith  in  the  noble  Lord*s  assurances,  had 
promised  them,  had  returned  ;  the  police, 
however,  camedown  upon  them  with  a  large 
military  detachthcut,  called  out  to  these 
farmers,  obliged  them  to  come  down,  and 
arrested  them  for  arrears  of  tithes.  For 
claims  made  on  the  part  of  owners  of  the 
tithes,  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  when 
these  men  had  been  gatliercd  together  by 
their  cooHdence  in  the  Government 
pledges,  down  came  the  police  and 
arrested  them  !  They  were  marched  off 
to  prison  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet; 
and  though  some  of  them  were  eighty 
years  of  age,  they  were  not  permitted  to 
rest,  but  were  urged  forward  by  threats 
and  insults.  In  another  part  of  Kilkenny 
a  more  outrageous  case  even  than  this  oc- 
curred. He  alluded  to  the  case  of  Ser- 
jeant Shaw,  of  the  police,  who  arrested 
about  thirty  persons  for  arrears  of  tithes 
in  the  night  time,  at  the  suit  of  Dr.  Butler, 
and  most  of  them  for  small  sums.  The 
first  was  of  a  man  who  was  sent  to  prison 
for  an  arrear  of  tithe  amounting  to  l$,8d. ; 
another  for  45.  2d. ;  a  third  for  5«.  2d, ; 
and  a  fourth  for  Ss.  4d. ;  all  of  whom  were 
arrested  and  sent  to  the  county  gaol.  In 
other  cases,  in  which  the  men  owed  2s.,  7s., 
2s.  2d.,  they  had  found  the  means  of 
payment,  and  were  released.  These  men 
were  seized  by  night,  and  some  of  them 
kept  a  night  in  gaol,  and  then  discharged. 
Shew  came  to  them,  and  declared  that  he 
arrested  them  under  the  Coercive  Act,  and 
threatened  them  with  all  the  penalties  of 
the  Act,  unless  their  tithes  were  paid.  It 
was  true,  that  these  men  had  complained  to 
the  Magistrates,  and  the  Magistrates  had, 
after  an  investigation  ofthe  conduct  of  the 
police,  pronounced  it  injudicious.  It  was 
high  time  for  the  House  to  interfere  when 
such  a  scandalous  outrage  was  passed  over 
as  an  injudicious  act  on  the  part  of  the 
police.  Whence  came  the  authority  so  to 
act  ?  Surely  it  would  not  be  said,  that 
Bhaw  would  have  dared  to  be  guilty  of 
such  a  glaring  violation  of  the  law,  unless 
he  were  acting  under  the  orders  of  some 
superior  power  which  he  was  bound  to 
obey,  what  power  then  was  this  ?  He 
came  before  the  Commons  of  England  to 
ask  what  power  it  was,  that  had  the  au- 
dacity to  interfere  and  falsify  the  pledges 
of  hit  Majesty's  Government  ?    That  tb^re 


was  such  a  power  was  clear.    Thb  was  a 
question  of  vast  importance ;  and  be  was 
quite  sure  the  noble  I^ord  could  not  say, 
that  in  bringing  it  forward  he  had  acted 
unfairly  by  him,  or  that  he  had  urged  on 
the  matter  with   indecent  precipitation. 
He  had  done  everything  in  his  povrer  to 
avoid  the  necessity  of  bringing  this  before 
Parliament.    As  soon  as  he  was  aware  of 
the  circumstances  he  communicated  all  he 
knew  to  his  Majesty's  Government*     So 
far  back  as  the  16th  May  he  had  written 
to  the  noble  Lord,  to  acquaint  him  with  the 
outrages  which  had  been  oommitled   iu 
violation  of  his  word.     Not  that  he  con- 
ceived for  a  moment  that  the  noble  Loni 
knew  anything  of  them — such  an  idea 
never  entered   his  head*     But  what  he 
thought  he  had  just  reason  to  compktin  of 
was,  that  afler  this  notice,  nothing  was 
done  to  check  the  system.    The  work  still 
went  on — night  after  night  the  unfortunate 
people  were  taken  out  of  their  houtes  for 
tithes,  in  violation  of  the  solemn  pledges 
of  his  Majesty's  Ministers.     It  appeared 
that  the  parties  in  Ireland  to  whom  tithes 
were  due  had  looked  upon  the  Coercive 
Bill  as  a  godsend — ^and  as  they  knew  not 
how  long  it  might  be  before  its  powers 
were  put  an  end  to,  they  were  determined 
to  make  hay  whilst  the  sun  of  Coercton 
was   shining.      No   notice  whatever  was 
taken  of  his  representations.     When  he 
said,  that  no  notice  was  taken,  he  could 
only  speak  of  their  practical  result^^no 
step  was  taken  in  consequence,  that  he 
could  hear  of*     Ha  had  used  every  exer- 
tion in  his  power  to  find  out  who  were  the 
persons  who  had  dared  to  stand  between 
the  Government  and  the  people  of  Insland, 
and  break  the  solemn  pledges  which  that 
Government  had  made.     He  was  unable 
to  succeed '  in  discovering  these  persons, 
nor  could  his  appeal  to  the  Govetaaient 
put  a  stop  to  them.     What»  lie  would  like 
to  know,  would  have  been  the  situation  of 
Ireland — what  would  have  been  the  coadi* 
tion  of  lion.  Members,  who,  like  himaelfv 
had  been  held  up  as  deliberate  traiton 
to  the  country,  if  Parliament  had  net  for- 
tunately been  sitting  al  the  time  of  then 
occurrences?    The  first  moment  possible 
he  placed  upon  the  books  of  the  House  a 
motion  on  this  subject,  which  unfoitanalely 
he  was  unable  to  bring  forward  at  an 
earlier  period.     He,  therefore,  thoagfat  it 
right  to  insist  upon  bringing  the  qaesiioa 
before  the  House  tO'^night — not  out  of  any 
aakindness  to  the  aoble  Loadf  but  in 
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jastice  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  in 
jttslioe  to  the  motives  which  induced  him 
to  support  his  Majesty's  Ministers  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Coercion   Bill.     In  his 
opinion,  the  Bill  of  last  year  was  most 
miachieiroas,  and  had  heea    the    fertile 
cause  of  disturbances  in  Ireland.     The 
people  had  been  promised  an  extinction 
of  tithes ;  and  when  they  found  their  hopes 
laised  at  one  moment,  and  dashed  to  the 
ground  tlie  next,  it  was  not  in  human 
nature,  that  they  should  be  quiet.     What 
bad  been  tlie  result  oflast  year's  measures? 
By  8«ch  returns  as  they  had  been  able  to 
procure  (and  it  was  singular  that  in  many 
caaea  where  it  was  most  important  to  pro* 
cure  information,   that  information  was 
most  assiduously  concealed),  it  appeared 
that  the  sum  claimed  at  that  time  for 
arrears  of  tithes  was  62,328/.,  whilst  the 
sum  actually    obtained  up   to  the  3rd 
February  was  2,929/.,  and  yet  it  had  been 
eaid  of  this  Bill  that  it  had  worked  well. 
Probalily,  since  that  time  some  further 
amount  had  been  received ;  but  if  so,  that 
amount  had  only    been  obtained   by  a 
vidatiott  of  good  faith  to  the  people  of  Ire- 
land,   which  they  wonid    never  forget. 
The  number  of  decrees  pronounced  was 
30,000;  the  number  of  attachments  issued 
by  the  Court  of  Chancery  was  1,258;  the 
number  of  proclamations  was  236 ;  and  of 
peraona  against  whom  proceedings  had 
bees  bad  for  sums  not  exceeding  one 
ahiiling,  4,600.     it  was  just,  however,  to 
aay,  that  some  of  the  proceedings  had  not 
been  acted  upon.    But  what,  he  should 
liice  to  icnow,  could  be  more  absurd,  than 
to  commence  proceedings  which    there 
was  no  intention  of  following  up  ?    Many 
of  tlieae  proceedings  were  for  sums  not 
exceeding  one  farthing — he,  of  course,  did 
not  complain  that  they  had  not  been  pro- 
secuted ;  but  he  complained  that  they  had 
ever  been  instituted — their  only  apparent 
object  being  to  increase  expense ;  though, 
with  tlie  amount  of  costs  paid  to  the 
Cmwn  Solicitor,  and  other  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown,  they  were  of  course  not  ac- 
qoatnted.    If,  as  he  had  heard  some  hint, 
the  Counsel  fgr  the  Crown  had  waived 
tbeir  claim  to  f^s,  still,  he  presumed,  they 
moat  be  compensated  in  some  way ;  and  it 
appeared,  that  the  Counsel  attending  the 
Quarter  Sessions  were   entitled   to  6ve 
gotfieas  per  diem.    All  this  expense  had 
been  incurred*— for  what?    In  the  first 
place,  io  transfer  to  the  Crown  all  the 
odim  9f  ceHedinf  the  debts  due  to  the 


clergy  ;  in  the  next  place,  lo  receive  the 
sum  of  2,929/.  out  of  62,000/.  and  up- 
wards ;  and  finally,  it  was  considered  the 
grand  point  of  all  to  vindicate  the  law. 
He  should  really  be  glad  to  know  what 
was  the  meaning  of  vindicating  a  law  ad- 
mitted to  be  bad  ?  What,  he  should  like 
to  know,  was  the  meaning  of  vindicating 
a  system  devoted  to  extinction  ?  There 
were  persons  now  living,  who  rctnembcrcd 
the  period  when  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  Protestant  to  go  to  a  Ilontnn  Catholic 
and  oflTer  him  5/.  for  his  hor:*e,  which  he 
was  compelled  to  accept.  When  it  was 
proposed  to  extinguish  this  law,  its  ab- 
surdity and  unjustness  were  fully  ad* 
mitted.  But  suppose  some  able  debater 
had  then  got  up,  and  contended,  "  that 
so  long  as  it  should  continue  to  exist,  it 
ought  to  be  enforced,*'  which,  in  (act, 
amounted  to  this — that  for  so  long  as 
they  could  possibly  keep  the  power,  Pro- 
testants should  be  entitled  to  supply 
themselves  with  Roman  Catholic  horses  at 
their  own  price— would  not  tlie  orator, 
however  able,  have  been  deservedly 
laughed  at.  The  hon.  Gentleman  then 
referred  to  the  Report  of  the  Tithe  Com- 
mittee, which  had  raised  such  expecta- 
tions among  the  people  of  Ireland.  The 
words  of  that  Report  were  extremely 
remarkable,  and  served  to  account  for 
much  of  the  disturbance  which  had  taken 
place.  He  begged  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  following  passage : — *  !n 
'  recommending  to  the  adoption  of  the 
'  House  immediate  measures  for  the  en- 

*  forcement  of  the  law,  and  for  the  relief 

*  Qf  the  urgent  distress  of  the  clergy,  your 

*  Committee  cannot  shut  their  eyes  to  the 

*  fact,  that  there  must  be  on  extensive 

*  change  of  the  present  system  of  pro- 

*  viding  for  the  clergy  of  the  Established 

*  Church  in  Ireland.  Into  the  details  of 
'  the  measure  we   are  not   prepared   to 

*  enter,  but  your  Committee  do  not  hesi- 
'  tate  to  express  an  opinion,  that  such  a 

*  change,  to  be  satisfactory  and  secure, 
'  must  involve  the  complete  extinction  of 

*  tithes.'  He  prayed  the  House  to  recollect 
by  whom  the  Report  was  brought  up,  and 
by  whom  it  was  sent  forth  to  the  world. 
It  was  needless  to  say,  that  the  oromises 
which  were  held  out  were  believed.  What 
was  the  change  that  had  taken  place  ?— 
what  was  this  extinction,  which  was  to 
prove  so  safe  and  satisfactory  ?  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  member  for  the 
Untveraity  of  Cambridge^  had,  tome  yean 
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agOy  brought  ia  a  Bill  for  the  Composition 
of  Tithes  in  Ireland,  which  Bill  was  con- 
sidered a  great  aggravation  of  the  evil, 
inasmuch  as  it  took  away  from  the  tithe- 
payer  all  remedy,  and  made  large  tracts 
of  land,  such  as  grazing  lands,  &c.,  which 
were  before  exempt,  liable  to  this  impost. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  however,  in 
his  Bill,  allowed  the  tithe-payers  the 
option  of  remaining  under  the  old  law,  or 
of  claiming  the  benefit  of  that  Act; 
whereas  the  present  measure  was  little 
more  than  an  arbitrary  and  compulsory 
application  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  the  people  of 
Ireland.  It  appeared  as  though  every 
Administration  in  this  country  felt  itself 
bound  to  oppress  and  injure  Ireland.  Was 
Ireland  never  to  have  anything  like  fair 
play?  He  was  justifTed  in  saying,  that 
the  moment  Government  gave  the  pledge, 
it  ought  to  have  adopted  measures  to  see 
that  the  pledge  was  fulfilled.  But  the 
moment  the  Bill  was  sent  to  Ireland,  it 
appeared  there  was  a  party  there,  strong 
and  bold  enough  to  arrest  the  declared 
intention  of  Government.  He  appealed 
to  the  noble  Lord  by  that  which  had  oflen 
been  the  prop  of  the  country  in  times  of 
difficulty — he  appealed  to  him  by  that 
high  character  which  he  had  hitherto 
maintained,  that  he  would  not  suffer  his 
solemn  pledge  to  be  violated.  He  appealed 
to  his  better  and  more  generous  feelings, 
that  he  would  not  suffer  the  Irish,  because 
they  were  beaten  down  to  the  earth — be- 
cause they  could  not  lift  their  hands  in 
their  own  defence,  and  could  with  diffi- 
culty find  a  way  for  their  petitions  to  that 
House— he  called  on  the  noble  Lord  to 
interpose,  and  say :  *'  These  things  shall 
not  be.  We  have  put  down  disturbance 
in  Ireland  by  means  of  this  Bill — we 
pledged  ourselves  to  employ  it  for  no 
other  purpose — and  we  will  punish  any 
person  who  dares  to  use  it  in  another  way.'* 
He  implored  of  the  House,  and  of  the 
noble  Lord — ^justice — and  nothing  but  jus- 
tice— for  his  unhappy  countrymen.  He 
stood  on  the  noble  Lord's  bond — not, 
indeed,  a  legal  instrument  signed  and 
sealed  according  to  law;  but  he  took  his 
stand  on  a  higher  and  nobler  obligation  — 
the  word  of  a  British  Minister,  given  in 
the  face  of  a  British  Parliament.  In  the 
name,  then,  of  that  honour  which  ought 
to  be  dearer  to  us  than  life — in  the  name 
of  his  unfortunate  and  long  misgoverned 

^ooDtry— 'in  the  name  of  the  God  of  Jus* 


tice  and  of  truth — ^he  claimed  redress  Tor 
injured  Ireland.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
then  concluded  by  n^oving,  as  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Motion  for  the  Speaker  to 
leave  the  Chair,  a  Resolution  to  the 
following  effect : — "  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  House,  that  the  pledges  given  by 
his  Majesty's  Ministers,  that  the  Bill  for 
the  Suppression  of  Local  Disturbances  in 
Ireland  should  not  be  applied  to  the 
collection  of  tithes,  and  that  the  arrears 
of  tithes  should  be  got  rid  of,  have  not 
been  fulfilled  ;  and  also  that  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Military  and  Police  Forces  in 
serving  Civil  Processes,  and  levying  tithes, 
is  highly  unconstitutional,  and  ought  to 
be  discontinued," 

Lord  AUhorp  thought,  as  be  had 
already  stated,  that  it  would  have  been 
more  convenient  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  refrained  from  entering  on  this  subject 
till  after  he  had  made  his  statement.  The 
course,  however,  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  pursued,  rendered  it  necessary 
for  him  to  state  to  the  House  such  reasons 
as  he  hoped  would  induce  them  not  to 
concur  in  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member.  With  respect  to  the  statement 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  made,  that 
the  members  of  the  Government  had 
pledged  themselves  that  the  Coercive  Bill 
should  not  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
collecting  tithes,  he  did  not  in  the  least 
deny  that  such  pledges  were  made,  both 
by  himself  and  the  other  members  of  his 
Majesty's  Government.  It  had  certainly 
been  the  intention  and  object  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  act  on  this  pledge. 
At  the  same  time  he  begged  the  House  to 
recollect,  that  he  said,  that  the  Coercive 
Bill  would  not  prevent  the  law  from  taking 
its  ordinary  course,  and  that  tithes  would 
still  be  open  to  collection,  although  the 
Coercive  Bill  was  not  to  be  applied  for 
that  purpose  in  any  way  whatever.  He 
did  not  hesitate  to  say  distinctly  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  if  in  any  case  what- 
ever, that  Bill  had  been  applied  to  the 
collection  of  tithes,  he  admitted  it  was  a 
breach  of  the  pledge  of  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, although,  of  course,  he  did  not 
admit  that  such  breach  was  intentional  on 
their  part.  Certainly,  such  use  of  the 
Coercive  Bill  was  in  contradiction  of  the 
pledge  which  had  been  given.  With 
respect  to  the  case  which  the  hon. 
Member  had  stated  as  occurring  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  New  Ross,  he  ad- 
mittedi  that  if  any  peraooi  or  any  police 
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officer,  acting  under   the  provisions  of 
the  Coercive  Bill,  had  induced  persons  to 
come  out  of  their  bouses,  and  had  then 
arrested  them  for  tithes,   such  conduct 
was  certainly  a  direct  contradiction  of  the 
pledge  which    had    been   given.     With 
respect,  however,  to  those  cases  stated  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  he  had  inquired  in 
the  proper  offices,  and  had  not  been  able 
to  find  any  account  of  the  circumstances 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Gentleman.    With 
regard    to  the  case  in   which   Serjeant 
Shaw's  name  was  mentioned,  and  which 
be  believed  to  be,  in  a  great  measure  true, 
he  was  certainly  prepared  to  say,  that  the 
conduct  of  Serj^nt  Shaw,  on  that  occa- 
sion, was  entirely  unjustifiable.    The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  referred  to  another  pledge 
which  he  had  made^     He  had   readily 
consented  to  pledge   himself,   that  the 
Coercive  Bill  should  not  be  applied  to  the 
collection  of  tithes^  because  be  intended 
to  propose  a  measure  which  should  render 
the  collection  of  arrears  of  tithes  unneces- 
sary.    He  was  not  able  to  recollect  pre- 
cisely the  words  he  used,  but  they  were  to 
this  effect — that  the  measure  which  he 
contemplated  proposing  for  the  relief  of 
the  clergy,  was  such  as  would  render  it 
unnecessary  for  them  to  institute  proceed- 
ings under  the  measure  of  last  Session,  for 
the  collection  of  their  tithes.    The  hon. 
Gentleman  asked  whether^  in  the  mean 
time»  it  was    proposed   to  support  the 
levying  of  tithes  ?    and  he  expressed  his 
opinion  that  any  attempt  of  that  kind  was 
likely  to  lead  to  bloodshed.     His  answer 
was,  that  until  they  knew  whethei'  the 
new  Parliament  would   consent  to  the 
remedial  measures  the  Government  was 
abont  to  propose,  they  could  not  at  once 
drop  the  collection  of  tithes,     He  did  not, 
however,  mean  to  say  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber wanted  any  justification  ii\  writing,  as 
he  did  to  Ireland,  in  consequence  of  what 
he  (Lord  Althorp)  had  said.     And,  if  it 
were  satisfactory  to  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
he  would  readily  admit  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  open  to  no  imputation  of 
treachery,  or  anything  of  the  kind,  for  he 
was  perfectly  justified  in  the  statements 
he  made,  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
Government  to  proceed  in  the  collection 
of  tithes  under  the  Biil  of  last  Session. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  said,  that  Go- 
vernment might  have  sent  orders  to  stop 
the  collection  of  tithes  under  this  Bill : 
but  oo  looking  into  this  question,  con- 
siderable   difficulties    arose.    The    hon. 


Gentleman  had  said,  that,  on  the  15th 
May,  this  case  had  been  laid  before  him. 
It  certainly  was  so ;  and  upon  the  receipt 
of  the  statements,  he  made  inquiries  into 
their  accuracy,  and  he  found  that  there 
had  not  been  any  suspension  of  proceed- 
ings under  the  Bill  of  last  Session.  Orders 
were  immediately,  on  receiving  the  in- 
formation, sent  out  to  suspend  all  further 
proceedings  for  the  future.  This  was 
about  ten  days  ago.  It  might  be  said, 
that  time  had  been  lost — perhaps  that  was 
the  case  ;  but  from  what  he  had  said  be- 
fore, it  would  be  clear  to  the  House  that 
the  pledges  which  the  Government  had 
made  they  were  determined  to  act  up  to. 
The  proposition  which  he  intended  to 
make,  when  the  House  went  into  Com- 
mittee, was  such  as  would  render  it  highly 
improbable,  that  any  proceeding  would 
take  place  under  the  Act  of  last  Session. 
The  difficulty  which  prevented  his  bring- 
ing forward  this  measure  before  still  exist- 
ed— namely,  that  they  were  not  aware  of 
the  amount  which  would  be  required.  But 
knowing  the  circumstances  which  were 
daily  taking  place,  and  the  disturbed 
state  of  Ireland,  he  thought  it  better  to 
come  forward  with  some  general  Resolu- 
tion, pledging  the  House  to  take  such  a 
step  as  he  was  sure  ought  to,  and  he 
hoped  would,  prevent  any  further  pro- 
ceeding being  adopted.  His  proposition 
was  this: — An  advance  of  money,  in 
order  to  take  away  from  the  clergy  the 
necessity  of  prosecutions  for  the  arrears  of 
tithe  of  1831,  1832,  and  for  the  tithe  of 
the  present  year;  the  advance  to  be 
repaid  by  a  land-tax  charged  upon  all 
lands  which  were  liable  to  tithe  in  Ireland, 
and  on  which  no  tithe  had,  during  those 
periods,  been  paid.  He  was  sure  the 
House  would  see  that  the  effect  of  this 
would  he  to  render  it  unnecessary  to  pro- 
secute for  the  arrears  of  tithe,  or  to  col- 
lect the  tithe  for  the  present  year.  It 
was  also  proposed  to  exempt  all  yearly 
tenants  at  will  from  payment  of  tithes 
after  November  next.  By  this  Resolution, 
he  hoped  to  put  an  end  to  the  irritation 
now  existing  in  Ireland,  in  consequence  of 
the  collection  of  tithes  at  the  present  time* 
He  had  admitted  the  statements  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  as  to  his  pledges;  and 
he  had  given  such  explanation  as  he  was 
able  to  give,  of  the  conduct  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  in  the  transaction* 
He  had  explained  briefly  the  outlines  of 
the  plan,  which  he  would  give  more  in 
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detail  in  Comniittee ;  and  he  was  not 
aware  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
say  more»  than  that  he  would  not  consent 
to  a  proposition  which  he  could  not  but 
regard  as  a  vote  of  very  strong;  censure  on 
his  Majesty's  Government  generally,  and 
particularly  on  him  individually. 

Mr.  0*Ferrall  said,  that  the  noble 
Ix}rd*s  explanation  was  most  unsatis- 
factory. The  noble  Lord  admitted  that 
his  pledge  had  been  violated,  and  though 
he  believed  the  noble  Lord  to  be  perfectly 
innocent  on  that  score,  it  was  evident  that 
some  person  must  be  guilty.  If  the  noble 
Lord  had  stated  that  he  would  use  his 
exertions  to  discover  and  bring  to  punish- 
ment the  person  who  had  caused  the 
solemn  pledge  of  the  Government  to  be 
nollified,  there  would  have  been  reason 
why  the  hon.  Member  should  be  perfectly 
satisfied.  The  people  of  Ireland  would 
not  be  satisfied  unless  justice  were  done 
in  this  case.  The  hon.  member  for  Wex- 
ford had  omKted  to  mention  many  circum- 
stances which  would  have  strengthened 
the  case  which  he  had  brought  forward. 
Amongst  other  things  he  might  have  stated, 
that  the  first  act  of  the  Government  after 
the  passing  of  the  Coercion  Bill,  was  to 
cover  the  trees  and  the  walls  of  the  hon. 
Member's  domain  with  tithe  proclamations. 
That  was  the  hon.  Member's  reward  for 
the  sacrifices  which  he  had  made  in  sup- 
porting the  Coercion  Bill.  He  could, 
by  certain  depositions  which  he  held 
in  his  hand,  show  that  the  police 
and  the  military  had  actively  assisted  in 
the  collection  of  tithes  contrary  to  the 
pledge  of  Ministers.  In  one  case  a  cabin 
was  forcil>iy  broken  open,  and  the  occupier 
arrested  for  a  tithe  debt  of  I89.  4d., 
though  Ministers  distinctly  pledged  them- 
selves, that  the  Coercion  Bill  should  not 
be  so  applied. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  wished  to  know 
whether  the  complaint  of  the  hon.- Member 
was  directed  against  the  Tithe  Commuta- 
tion Act  of  last  Session,  or  the  existing 
Coercion-law  ?  lie  understood  the  hon. 
Member  to  complain  that  the  harsh  cases 
he  had  just  cited  occurred  under  the  colour 
of  enforcing  the  Coercion  Bill. 

Mr.  O'Ferrali  had  to  complain  that 
both  acts — the  Tithe  Act  and  the  Coercion 
-*-had  been  much  abused  in  the  collection 
of  tithes,  particularly  the  latter,  which 
Ministers  pledged  themselves  should  not 
be  applied  in  any  way  to  enforcing  the 
payment  of  tithes.    It  was  undeniable 


that  the  police  and  the  military 
every  day  employed  In  civil  processes  and 
tithe  cases,  though  the  3rd  of  George  4tYi 
distinctly  prohibited  the  employ  meat  cyf 
the  policeman  as  a  tithe-proctor ;  and  the 
7th  and  8th  of  the  same  King  prohibited 
the  employment  of  the  military  in  levying 
tithe  distresses.  The  noble  Lord  had  }u9t 
told  them,  that  Ministers  proposed  to 
advance  a  certain  amount  m  tixe  pohlic 
money  to  the  Irish  clergy  in  lieu  of  the 
arrear  of  tithes,  and  that  the  Crown  sirouki 
stand  in  their  shoes  in  reference  to  their 
claims  upon  the  land.  Now  he  last  year 
voted  with  the  noble  Lord  for  advancing 
60,000/.  to  the  suffering  clergy  of  Ireland. 
He  did  so,  because  he  knew  that,  owing  to 
the  refusal  of  the  people  to  pay  tithes, 
many  innocent  families  were  reduced  to  a 
state  of  want;  but  he  solemnly  declared, 
that  at  the  time  nothing  was  further  from  his 
expectation  than  that  Government  shooM 
turn  out  more  severe  tithe  proctors  tKan 
their  clerical  predecessors.  Indeed,  be 
owed  it  to  the  Irish  clergy  as  a  body  to 
state,  that  they  were  far  less  exorbitant 
and  grasping,  and  inconsiderately  exigent 
of  their  tithes,  than  the  great  lay  impro- 
priators. And  he  owed  it  to  troth  to  de- 
clare, that  the  vacillating,  neither-one- 
thing-nor-the-other  policy  of  Ministers 
touching  tithes  in  Ireland — their  this  day 
declaring,  that  tithes  should  be  *'  ex- 
tinguished for  ever" — ^their  to-morrow  re- 
canting, and  saying,  they  meant  no  such 
thing — that  this  trimming  dastardly  policy 
had  created  much  dissatisfaction  among 
their  well-wishers,  and  indignation  and 
contempt  among  their  foes.  Far  b^ter 
for  the  peace  of  Ireland  would  it  have  been 
had  they  declared,  that  they  would  nor, 
or  could  not,  redress  the  monstrous  abuses 
of  the  Irish  Church  Establishment,  had 
they  refrained  from  professions  and 
promises,  which  it  was  hardly  possible 
they  could,  under  existing  circumstances, 
speedily  realise,  and  had  they,  instead  of 
meeting  all  difficulties  with  their  coercion, 
come  down  and  endeavoured  to  amend 
the  thousand- and-one  defects  and  abuses 
of  the  tithe  collection  measure.  God 
knew  he  did  not  make  these  complaints 
willingly —that  he  spoke  as  much  in  sorrow 
as  in  anger.  In  truth,  he  had  in  no  slight 
degree  incurred  the  displeasure  of  his  con- 
stituents by  continuing  to  support  Mi- 
nisters after  they  had  neglected  to  confer 
practical  benefit  on  Ireland.  His  answer 
was  invariably:  ''  Wait  a  little— give  them 
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ii«e*-lbey  are  yet  but  young  in  office ; 
but  I  am  coufldeot  they  are  honest  men, 
and  mean  well.**  But  how  could  he  again 
attempt  to  defend  them  to  his  constituents  ? 
and  if  he  and  those  who,  like  him,  were 
well  disposed  towards  the  noble  Lord  and 
his  colleagues,  were  compelled  to  with- 
draw their  support,  where  were  they  to 
look  for  reinforcements?  Not  surely 
among  the  Tories,  who  hated  them  with 
all  the  rancour  of  unsuccessful  graspers 
(or  pUice  and  power.  Though  generally 
inclined  to  support  his  Msjesty's  Qovern- 
ment,  he  must  on  this  occasion  vote  for 
the  Motmn  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Wexfoid. 

Sir  Hussey  Vivian  felt  too  deep  an  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  Ireland  to  give  a 
silent  vote  on  the  present  occasion.  He 
had  very  recently  stated,  and  he  would 
then  repeat,  that  he  hoped  to  see  the  day 
when  tithes  should  be  extinguished  alto- 
gether  in  Ireland — and  he  trusted  that 
that  day  was  much  nearer  than  even  he  at 
fint  supposed  s  for  till  the  tithe  system 
was  abolished,  in  name  and  fact,  Ireland 
would  be  a  stranger  to  peace  and  pros- 
perity* Hon.  Members  who  asserted, 
that  if  the  outcry  against  tithes  were  ac- 
ceded to,  they  should  next  be  called  upon 
to  give  up  their  rents,  knew  little  of  Ire- 
land, and  of  the  ang^y  feelings  with  which 
tithes  had  been  long  regarded  in  that 
country.  Tlie  anti-tithe  resistance  was 
not  the  growth  of  yesterday,  and  was 
based  on  far  other  pnnciples  and  feelings 
than  the  refusal  to  pay  a  lawful  debt. 
It  had  of  late  years,  owing  to  a  variety  of 
causes,  assumed  so  formidable  and  uni- 
versal a  shape,  that  it  might  now  be  con- 
sidered a  deep-rooted  national  feeling. 
The  schedules  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
number  and  character  of  tithe  debts  in 
Ireland  during  the  two  years  preceding 
the  Bill  of  lust  Session,  exhibited  this 
fact  in  a  striking  point  of  view.  He  had 
carefully  examined  these  schedules,  and 
he  found  I  hat  in  fifty  parishes  there  were 
not  less  than  19,000  tithe  defaulters. 
Of  these  19,000  defaulters,  1,000  only 
were  for  sums  above  51. ;  1,400  for  sums 
above  U.  and  under  5/.;  1,800  for  sums 
under  IL  and  above  5s.  (the  remainder 
being  for  debts  under  6s.) ;  a  great  many 
for  not  more  than  6d.,  and  even  2Jd.  and 
l^cL  He  would  atk,  should  such  a  state 
of  things  be  permitted  to  exist  in  a 
civilized  empire  ?  Was  it  not  idle  to  keep 
cavilling  about  the  abstract  right  of  the 


Established  Church  to  tithes,  when  the 
Catholics  felt  that  reason  and  even 
religion  denounced  the  monstrous  prin* 
ciple  of  their  being  taxed  for  the  support 
of  a  Protestant  hierarchy  ?  Let  them, 
then,  provide  the  remedy  in  time.  He 
warned  them  as  a  staunch  friend  of  the 
Church  of  England.  '*  Coming  events 
cast  their  shadows  before,''  and  he  who 
ran  might  read  the  signs  of  the  tiroes, 
indicating  that  not  only  in  Ireland,  but  in 
England,  the  whole  tithe  system  should 
be  wholly  redeemed  and  extinguished. 
He  trusted  that  Ministers  would  speedily 
follow  up  their  Commutation  Bill  of  last 
Session  by  a  measure  for  the  total  redemp- 
tion of  tithes.  There  surely  was  not  more 
difficulty  than  in  redeeming  the  Land-tax ; 
and,  as  to  the  principle  of  compulsion, 
surely  it  was  as  just  to  make  a  compulsory 
redemption  as  a  compulsory  commutation 
of  tithes.  Such  a  measure,  he  was  con- 
vinced, would  not  only  tend  to  restore 
peace  and  social  order  in  Ireland,  but 
essentially  benefit  the  Church  itself.  With 
regard  to  the  complaints  of  the  hon.  mem- 
bers for  Wexford  and  Kildare  (Messrs. 
Lambert  and  OTerrall)  of  police  and  mili- 
tary having  been,  under  the  Coerck>n  Bill, 
applied  to  collecting  of  tithe  arrears,  all 
he  could  say  was,  that  he  held  an  official 
station,  in  which  he  should  have  quickly 
heard  of  the  instances  and  circumsunces 
of  such  enforcement  of  the  praviskms  of 
that  bill,  had  any  occurred.  He  was 
sure  the  hon.  Members  were  misinformed. 
With  respect  to  the  statements  as  to  the 
alleged  transactions  at  New  Rosa,  he  was 
disposed  to  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
been  misinformed.  He  had  been  at  New 
Ross  within  the  last  fortnight,  but  had 
not  heard  a  syllable  of  the  circumstances 
alluded  to,  except  witli  regard  to  Sergeant 
Shawe,  whom  he  had  himself  reprimanded. 
There  was,  unfortunately,  much  lo  correct 
in  Ireland »  but  it  was  much  which  could 
not  be  corrected  by  legislative  measures. 
It  was  only  to  be  corrected  by  the  gentry 
possessing  the  property  of  that  country. 
The  possessors  of  its  estates,  to  whom 
they  had  descended  by  confiscation,  con- 
tinued too  much,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  to 
treat  the  people  upon  them  as  a  conquered 
people.  He  winhed  the  real  state  of  Ire- 
land was  bettor  known  than  it  was  to  the 
gentry  of  this  country.  If  so,  lie  was  aure 
that  her  intere^its  would  Im*  better  under- 
stood and  provided  for  than  they  now 
were.     He  did  not  mean  to  cast  blame 


639 


TUhe$  (Inland)---         {COMMONS}  Tht  Ccertwe  Law.,         940 


upon  the  present  proprietors  for  the  tenure 
upon  which  they  held  their  estates,  but, 
unless  they  pursued  a  different  system, 
he  was  sure  that  legislation  could  not  im- 
prove the  condition  of  the  country.  He 
believed  that,  although  some  legislative 
measures,  such  as  the  Subletting  Act,  were 
working  generally  well,  yet  that  even  these 
were  made  the  instruments  of  oppression 
in  some  cases.  As  long  as  such  a  system 
continued,  disturbance  must  be  its  natural 
consequence.  He  should  be  ashamed  to 
presume  to  undertake  the  defence  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  the  late  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  who  was  so  much  more  com- 
petent than  any  other  man  to  defend  him- 
self; but  he  begged  to  deny  the  charge 
made  by  the  hon.  member  for  Cork,  with 
regard  to  the  spirit  in  which  his  right  hon. 
friend  used  the  expressions  ''  extinction  of 
tithes.^  Every  man  who  heard  them  must 
have  understood  his  right  hon.  friend  to 
mean  a  commutation  of  tithes — or  for  what 
purpose  could  he  have  promised  measures 
to.  substitute  another  system  for  the  old 
one  ?  With  respect  to  the  general  state 
of  Ireland,  he  begged  to  observe,  that  hon. 
Members  who  judged  of  that  country  by 
the  circumstances  of  this,  fell  into  a  very 
great  error.  The  circumstances  of  the  two 
countries  were  different — unfortunately 
widely  different — and  the  difference  was 
of  all  importance  in  legislation.  There 
was  much  to  correct  in  the  institutions 
and  management  of  Ireland,  much  which 
admitted  of  a  legislative  remedy,  much 
which  admitted  of  no  legislative  remedy, 
and  which  could  only  be  amended  by  the 
moral  influence  of  its  resident  gentry.  The 
English  rule  there  had  been  always  that 
of  a  conqueror;  and  the  habits  of  the 
people  were,  in  every  relation,  early  and 
permanently  affected  by  the  difference  of 
feeling  and  habit  between  the  semi-bar- 
barous conqueror  and  the  somewhat  less 
civilized  conquered.  No  man  could  legis- 
late for  Ireland  with  advantage  that  over- 
looked the  original  source  of  much  of  the 
national  prejudices,  and  party  and  religious 
antipathies,  which  had  so  long  marred  the 
fair  face  of  that  naturally  fine  country. 
Then  ^here  was  the  widest  difference  be- 
tween the  public  opinion,  the  local  habits 
of  thought  and  conduct,  of  the  Irish  and 
the  English  working  classes.  In  England 
the  landlord  resided  on  his  estate,  and 
was  acquainted  with,  and  took  a  warm 
interest  in,  the  welfare  of  his  tenants,  and 
B&ill  lower,  the  farmer  with  his  workmen —  | 


all  knew  and  were  mixed  op  with  each 
other's  prosperity.  Even  the  alien  and 
the  chance-vagrant  had  the  overseer  to 
secure  him  necessaries  of  life.  But  no 
such  state  of  things,  unfortunately,  ob- 
tained in  Ireland.  There  the  great  land- 
lord knew  nothing  of  his  estate  but  throu*^ 
his  agent.  Thousands  upon  thousanddt 
eked  out  existence  on  small  fractions  of 
land  without  any  soul  to  look  after  their 
well-being  except  the  middlemen.  Then 
this  cultivation  merely  raised  as  much  as 
kept  body  and  soul  together,  without  any* 
thing  like  full  employment,  while  the  very 
poor  braved  a  desperate  fate  between  fa- 
mine and  rapine.  Was  it  surprising  thai 
an  excitable  people  should,  under  such 
circumstances,  be  easily  moved  to  acts  of 
disturbance  and  lawlessness?  Would  it  not 
indeed  be  wonderful  if  they  remained 
supine  and  apathetio  ?  They  were  easily 
worked  upon ;  and  the  disturbances  in 
Ireland  were  thus  easily  accounted  for. 
The  hon.  member  for  Cork  had  said,  on 
a  former  occasion,  that  all  the  blood  which 
had  flowed  in  Ireland  waa  in  consequence 
of  the  expression  of  the  right  hon.  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies  as  to  the  extinction 
of  tithes.  Now,  he  (Sir  H.  Vivian)  had 
never  met  with  any  one  who  did  not 
understand  extinction  of  tithes  to  aiean 
commutation,  and,  therefore,  the  interpre- 
tation put  upon  his  right  hon.  frieiui*3 
words  was  most  unjust.  But  did  the  hon. 
member  for  Cork  attribute  nothing  of  the 
state  of  Ireland  to  the  burning  eloquence 
in  which  all  the  misfortunes  of  Ireland 
were  attributed  to  England,  and  this  coun- 
try was  called  the  country  of  the  foreigner 
and  the  enemy  ?  Did  he  attribute  nothing 
to  the  resistance  to  the  authorities  which 
had  been  shown  from  one  end  of  Ireland 
to  another  by  persons  who  ought  to  have 
known  better.  Then,  again,  there  was 
the  deplorable  party  spirit  which  distracted 
Ireland  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest — 
from  the  seat  of  justice  to  the  most  lowly 
cabin  —  influencing  the  Grand  Jury  to 
throw  out  a  bill  in  the  teeth  of  facts,  and 
the  petit  Jury  to  return  a  verdict  contrary 
to  all  evidence — which  no  man  unac- 
quainted with  Ireland  could  easily  esti- 
mate, and  which  must  be  wholly  extin- 
guished before  Ireland  could  be,  what  he 
trusted  she  would  at  length  be,  a  flourish- 
ing and  peaceable  portion  of  the  united 
Empire.  No  man  laboured  more  anxiously 
to  extinguish  that  baneful  party  spirit  than 
Lord  Anglesey,  than  whom  no  man  could 
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be  more  devoted,  heart  and  soul,  to  the 
welfare  of  Ireland — and,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, DO  inan  was  so  assailed  by  the 
virulent  abuse  of  both  the  parties  which 
infested  that  country.  This  led  him  to 
the  repeal  question.  He  was  one  who 
could  never  believe,  that  the  advocates  of 
that  question  could  possibly  be  in  earnest 
10  their  schenies  and  assertions — and  he 
had  carefully  attended  to  their  proceedings 
at  their  so  called  *'  National  Council,''  in 
order  to  learn  some  argument  for  their 
conduct,  and  what  object  they  actually 
proposed  to  themselves  to  attain.  But 
he  had  watched  in  vain — no  argument 
touching  the  repeal  by  the  members  of 
that  council — unless,  indeed,  some  dis- 
cussion respecting  the  duty  on  soap,  some 
story  of  a  woman  who  sought  for  relief 
for  a  bastard  child — could  be  received  as 
ai^oment  in  point.  He  was,  therefore, 
compelled  to  guess  at  the  intentions  and 
meaning  of  the  repeal  advocates^  some  of 
whom  had  declared  that  they  wished  to 
see  Ireland  independent  like  Belgium. 
But  did-  they  forget^  that  Belgium  was  de- 
scribed ID  history  as  the  "  prize-fighting 
ground''  of  Europe ;  and  that  if  Ireland 
were  to  be  in  the  same  way  separated  from 
England,  it  would,  in  the  same  way,  be- 
come the  prize-fighting  ground  of  Europe  ? 
There  were  two  words  which  were  applic- 
able to  Ireland —concede  and  coerce.  Let 
him  not  be  supposed  to  mean  by  coercion, 
bullets  or  bayonets,  but  there  must,  no 
doubt,  be  security  for  property.  In  this 
respect  the  Coercion  Bill  had  produced 
the  very  best,  and  in  the  county  where  it 
^  in  operation  he  had  not  heard  of  a 
single  act  of  oppression  under  it.  He 
would  say,  look  into  the  state  of  Ireland ; 
concede  what  ought  to  be  conceded ;  cor- 
feet  what  ought  to  be  corrected ;  and  then, 
indeed,  they  might  look  for  tranquillity 
ftod  prosperity. 

Mr.  Barron  was  ready  to  assert,  that 
^nMQ  the  councils  of  Lismore  and  Cashel 
down  to  the  present  time,  tithes  had  ever 
|>ttn  the  source  of  discontent  and  disunion 
^  Ireland.  This  he  instanced  by  refer- 
ence to  the  preamble  of  the  Whiteboy  Act, 
And  to  the  Whiteboys,  Rightboys,  Peep- 
of-day-boys,  and  others^  the  germs  of  the 
P'^sant  associations  amongst  the  peasantry 
^or  the  abolition  of  tithes.  Thus,  there- 
'^re,  even  in  modern  times,  there  was  on 
jneir  records  proof  of  constant  disorders 
f^  the  last  sixty  years  proceeding  from 
tills  cause ;  and,  no  matter  what  tax  was 
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imposed,  or  what  denomination  it  might 
go  by,  if  it  were  iu  lieu  of  tithes  it  would 
continue  to  be  equally  odious  to  the  people 
of  Ireland,  unless  a  share,  according  to 
the  original  intent  of  these  donations,  were 
bestowed  upon  the  poor.  In  proof  of  his 
assertions,  the  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to 
the  evidence  before  the  Committee  last 
year,  and  to  the  report  of  that  Committee, 
which  was  understood  to  have  been  drawn 
up  by  the  right  hon.  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies.  Until  the  system  was  totally 
changed  they  wotild  labour  in  vain  for  the 
pacification  of  Ireland,  and  that  they  might 
do  so,  and  devote  the  tithes  to  the  pur- 
poses of  hospitality  and  instruction,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  quoted  various  statutes, 
from  the  time  of  Richard  2nd  to  the  reign 
of  George  4th,  imposing  these  duties  upon 
all  holders  of  Church  livings.  He  theil 
referred  to  Scotland,  which  had  been 
relieved  from  tithes,  after  a  sanguinary 
struggle,  by  the  indomitable  valour  of  her 
sons,  and  instanced  her  as  a  country  where 
every  man  paid  only  the  clergy  of  his  own 
persuasion.  A  great  debt  was  due  from 
England  to  Ireland,  and  it  ought  to  be 
paid.  The  Government  had  not  come 
forward  early  enough  in  the  present  Ses- 
sion, but  let  them  now  do  so  in  earnest, 
and  they  should  have  his  support.  He 
said  this,  because  the  present  system  had 
engendered  a  hatred  to  the  name  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  every  thing  English,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  association  between  tithes 
and  Protestantism,  to  which  the  feelings 
of  the  Irish  people  were  altogether  averse. 
This  system  ought,  even  on  grounds  of 
economy,,  to  be  changed,  as  it  required 
an  army  of  30,000  men  to  support  it,  and 
otherwise  it  could  not  be  maintained,  so 
contrary  was  it  to  Irish  feelings,  or,  if  it 
pleased  some  Gentlemen,  to  Irish  pre- 
judices. 

Mr.  Cullar  Fergusson  hoped,  that  the 
open  and  candid  statement  of  the  noble 
Lord  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  tlie 
hon.  member  for  Wexford  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment.  The  noble  Lord  had  ad- 
mitted, that  the  proceedings  had  been  im- 
proper, and  that  he  could  not  give  his 
sanction  to  them.  He  (Mr.  Fergusson) 
had  declared,  when  the  Coercion  Bill  was 
brought  forward,  that  if  the  military  were 
to  be  employed  in  the  collection  of  tithes^ 
he  would  not  vote  for  the  Bill.  He 
thought  the  Legislature  had  been  abused 
upon  this  point.  He  now  said,  that  more 
than  a  reprimand  was  required — that  dis- 
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the  Coercion  Bill,  had  said,  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  Ministers  to  submit  a 
piopasition  to  the  House,  which  would 
render  it  unnecessary  to  carry  into  effect 
the  Bill  of  last  year,  and  which  would 
provide  for  the  arrears  of  tithes  due  for 
the  last  three  years;  and,  in  point  of 
fact,  his  noble  friend  had  that  nifiht  in- 
tended to  introduce  a  bill  for  that  purpose, 
founded  on  the  proposition  of  a  land-tax, 
which  had  come  from  the  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  last  year, 
and  which  they  then  declared  to  be  a 
proposition  which  would  spread  universal 
satisfaction  tfaroiigbout  Ireland.  He 
regretted  exceedingly  that  his  noble  friend 
had  not  been  permitted  to  accomplish  his 
design  ;  forhisnoblefriend.ononeofthose 
discussions,  distinctly  stated,  that  until  that 
proposition  was  adopted  as  a  substantive 
proposition  by  that  House,  he  could  not  put 
an  end  throughout  Ireland  to  all  processes 
for  the  collection  of  tithes  in  Ireland.  He 
believed,  however,  that  the  collection  of 
tithes  had  ceased  throughout  Ireland  on 
the  part  of  Government.  He  believed 
such  to  be  ihe  case  in  consequence  of  the 
correspondence  which  had  taken  place 
between  the  officers  of  Government  and 
the  police-officer  who,'  in  the  county  of 
Kildare,  had  broken  into  several  houses 
to  collect  tithes.  That  police-officer,  id 
reporting  to  Government,  had  stated  that, 
"  finding  it  impossible  to  collect  the  tithes 
for  1 83 1 ,  in  spite  of  the  great  lenity  which 
had  hitherto  been  displayed  in  collecting 
them,  and  finding  it  also  impossible  to 
arrest  the  defaulters  in  open  day,  he  had 
gone  with  part  of  his  force  before  day- 
break, and  having  broken  open  ten 
houses,  had  carried  off  the  inmates  to 
gaol."  And  yet  upon  amotion  of  censure 
upon  the  Government,  and  upon  his 
noble  friend  as  the  head  of  it— [Several 
Members:  "  No,  no."]  No?  (said  Mr, 
Stanley)  Let  any  man  with  the  slightest 
spark  of  honour  in  his  breast  tell  me  tha' 
it  is  not  a  direct  censure  upon  th 
Government  to  say,  that  the  pledges  whic 
they  gave  to  pursue  a  certain  line  c 
policy  linve  not  been,  and  yet  ought  t 
be,  fulfilled.  I  trust  that  1  shall  never  se 
any  Government  which  will  tamely  sub 
Riit  to  such  a  censure  from  the  House,  o 
which  hnving  received  such  a  censu^ 
shall  be  deemed  worthy  of  its  confid? 
in  future.  Not  a  censure  I  ["  Yes 
a  censure."]  Well,  then,  it  is  a  cen- 
thai  is  one  point  at  least  gained,  for 


been  hitherto  denied  during  all  this  eren- 
ing  that  any  censure  at  all  was  iateoded 
upon  the  Goveroment."  The  ligfat  hon. 
Gentleman  proceeded  to  say,  that  the 
report  of  the  police-officer  to  which  be 
bad  just  been  alluding  was  made  on  the 
5th  of  June  1833.  On  the  Tth  of  June 
1833,  was  this  answer  sent  to  him  from 
the  Castle: — "Referring  to  your  report 
of  the  5th  instant,  from  which  it  appears, 
that  in  order  to  arrest  certain  tithe  de- 
faulters in  the  pariah  of  Rathangan,  you 
broke  open  the  doors  of  certain  houses,  I 
am  desired  to  acquaint  you  that  yon  have 
done  this  in  direct  violation  of  your 
orders,  and  that  you  are  expected  to 
offer  immediately  any  explanation  which 
youmayhave  togiveof  thecauseswhichled 
you  to  adopt  this  extraordinary  conduct." 
[Mr.  O'Cotmell:  To  whom  was  this  letter 
direcUd?]  To  Captain  Plinter.  Now, 
he  thought  that  if  ihe  case  rested  here, 
the  paper  which  he  had  just  read  would 
be  in  itself  a  jnsti6cation  of  the  conduct 
and  of  the  feelings  of  Government.  But 
it  so  happened  that  in  another  part  of  this 
letter  reference  was  made  to  the  orders 
issued  to  the  police  on  this  very  subject, 
on  the  13th  of  May  last,  on  which  day  the 
Government  of  Ireland  received  the  first 
intimation  of  these  improper  practices. 
He  thought,  then,  that,  with  these  papers 
to  back  him,  he  had  a  right  to  say,  that 
Government  stood  entirely  acquitted  of 
the  heavy  charges  which  hon.  Members 
that  evening  had  preferred  against  it.  He 
had,  on  former  occasions,  admitted  the 
great  difficulty  of  collecting  tithes  in 
Ireland;  and  he  would  not  now,  for  the 
thousandth  time,  refer  again  to  the  words 
"  the  extinction  of  tithes,"  or  to  any 
plans  for  the  extinction  of  the  present 
system  of  tithes ;  for  he  supposed  that  be 
must  submit  to  the  misrepreseatation.': 
which  bad  been  so  sedulously  spread 
abroad  of  what  he  had  before  Mud  vfoa 
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be  more  devoted,  heart  and  soul,  to  the 
welfare  of  Ireland — and,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, DO  man  was  so  assailed  by  the 
virulent  abuse  of  both  the  parties  which 
infested  that  country.  This  led  him  to 
the  repeal  question.  He  was  one  who 
could  never  belie?e,  that  the  advocates  of 
that  question  could  possibly  be  in  earnest 
in  their  schemes  and  assertions — and  he 
bad  carefully  attended  to  their  proceedings 
at  their  so  called  "  National  Council/'  in 
Older  to  learn  some  argument  for  their 
conduct,  and  what  object  they  actually 
proposed  to  themselves  to  attain.  But 
he  had  watched  in  vain — no  argument 
loaching  the  repeal  by  the  members  of 
that  coancil — unless,  indeed,  some  dis- 
cussion respecting  the  duty  on  soap,  some 
story  of  a  woman  who  sought  for  relief 
for  a  bastard  child— could  be  received  as 
argnment  in  point.  He  was,  therefore, 
compelled  to  guess  at  the  intentions  and 
meanioe  of  the  repeal  advocates,  some  of 
whom  had  declared  that  they  wished  to 
lee  Ireland  independent  like  Belgium. 
But  did  they  forgeti  that  Belgium  was  de- 
scribed in  history  as  the  '*  prize-fighting 
g^round"  of  Europe ;  and  that  if  Ireland 
were  to  be  in  the  same  way  separated  from 
England,  it  would,  in  the  same  way,  be- 
come the  prize-fighting  ground  of  Europe  ? 
There  were  two  words  which  were  applic- 
able to  Ireland— concede  and  coerce.  Let 
him  not  be  supposed  to  mean  by  coercion, 
bullets  or  bayonets,  but  there  must,  no 
doobt,  be  security  for  property.  In  this 
respect  the  Coercion  Bill  bad  produced 
the  very  best,  and  in  the  county  where  it 
was  in  operation  he  had  not  heard  of  a 
single  act  of  oppression  under  it»  He 
would  say,  look  into  the  state  of  Ireland ; 
concede  what  ought  to  be  conceded ;  cor- 
rect what  ought  to  be  corrected ;  and  then, 
indeed,  they  might  look  for  tranquillity 
and  prosperity. 

Mr.  Barron  was  ready  to  assert,  that 
from  the  councils  of  lismore  and  Cashel 
down  to  the  present  time,  tithes  had  ever 
been  the  source  of  discontent  and  disunion 
m  Iceland.  This  he  instanced  by  refer- 
ence to  the  preamble  of  the  Whiteboy  Act, 
and  to  the  Whiteboys,  Rightboys,  Peep- 
of^ay-boys,  and  others,  the  germs  of  the 
present  associations  amongst  the  peasantry 
for  the  abolition  of  tithes.  Thus,  there- 
fore, even  in  modern  times,  there  was  on 
their  records  proof  of  constant  disorders 
fur  the  last  sixty  years  proceeding  from 
tliis  caose ;  and,  no  matter  what  tax  was 
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imposed,  or  what  denomination  it  might 
go  by,  if  it  were  in  lieu  of  tithes  it  would 
continue  to  be  equally  odious  to  the  people 
of  Ireland,  unless  a  share,  according  to 
the  original  intent  of  these  donations,  were 
bestowed  upon  the  poor.  In  proof  of  his 
assertions,  the  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to 
the  evidence  before  the  Committee  last 
year,  and  to  the  report  of  that  Committee, 
which  was  understood  to  have  been  drawn 
up  by  the  right  hon.  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies.  Until  the  system  was  totally 
changed  they  wdhld  labour  in  vain  for  the 
pacification  of  Ireland,  and  that  they  might 
do  so,  and  devote  the  tithes  to  the  pur- 
poses of  hospitality  and  instruction,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  quoted  various  statutes, 
from  the  time  of  Richard  2nd  to  the  reign 
of  George  4th,  imposing  these  duties  upon 
all  holders  of  Church  livings.  He  theA 
referred  to  Scotland,  which  had  been 
relieved  from  tithes,  after  a  sanguinary 
struggle,  by  the  indomitable  valour  of  her 
sons,  and  instanced  her  as  a  country  where 
every  man  paid  only  the  clergy  of  his  own 
persuasion.  A  great  debt  was  due  from 
England  to  Ireland,  and  it  ought  to  be 
paid.  The  Government  had  not  come 
forward  early  enough  in  the  present  Ses- 
sion, but  let  them  now  do  so  in  earnest, 
and  they  should  have  his  support.  He 
said  this,  because  the  present  system  had 
engendered  a  hatred  to  the  name  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  every  thing  English,  in  con- 
sequence  of  the  association  between  tithes 
and  Protestantism,  to  which  the  feelings 
of  the  Irish  people  were  altogether  averse. 
This  system  ought,  even  on  grounds  of 
economy,,  to  be  changed,  as  it  required 
an  army  of  30,000  men  to  support  it,  and 
otherwise  it  could  not  be  maintained,  so 
contrary  was  it  to  Irish  feelings,  or,  if  it 
pleased  some  Gentlemen,  to  Irish  pre- 
judices. 

Mr.  Cuilar  Fergusson  hoped,  that  the 
open  and  candid  statement  of  the  noble 
Lord  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  the 
hon.  member  for  Wexford  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment.  The  noble  Lord  had  ad<* 
mitted,  that  the  proceedings  had  been  im- 
proper, and  that  he  could  not  give  his 
sanction  to  them.  He  (Mr.  Fergusson) 
had  declared,  when  the  Coercion  Bill  was 
brought  forward,  that  if  the  military  were 
to  be  employed  in  the  collection  of  tithes^ 
be  would  not  vote  for  the  Bill.  He 
thought  the  Legislature  had  been  abused 
upon  this  point.  He  now  said,  that  more 
than  a  reprimand  was  required — that  dis- 
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missal  was  necessary.  He  had  heard,  that 
an  opinion  had  been  given  by  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown,  that  a  power  which 
vested  in  the  Crown  under  the  regulations 
of  the  extant  law  of  breaking  into  houses, 
might  be  exercised  in  the  collection  of 
tithes,  and  that  persons  had  been  seized 
tinder  that  pretext.  He  was  convinced 
that  the  noble  Lord  could  not  sanction 
such  outrageous  proceedings  as  the  em- 
ployment of  the  military  in  civil  process. 

Mr.  Henry  Grattan  asked  the  noble 
Lord,  whether  the  Grovemment  would 
dismiss  the  Attorney  General,  and  the  law 
officers  who  had  given  such  an  opinion  ? 
He  asked  the  noble  Lord,  whether  the  law 
had  not  been  violated  ?  It  was  easy  for 
him  to  say,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  it ; 
it  was  his  duty  to  know  of  it.  What  was 
the  use  of  a  Lord-lieutenant  ?  Would 
Ministers  enforce  their  orders,  or  would 
they  suffer  themselves  to  be  mocked  at  ? 
Their  own  officers  in  Ireland  were  deceiv- 
ing or  disobeying  them. 

Mr.  Fergus  O'Connor  said,  that  when, 
at  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  Members  had 
spoken  against  vesting  such  power  in  the 
Irish  government,  it  was  asked,  will  you 
not  trust  the  Lord  Lieutenant?  All  the 
pledges  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle^ 
man  (Mr.  Stanley)  on  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  had  been  violated.  As  to  the  noble 
Lord  saying,  that  the  proceedings  were  not 
had  with  the  sanction  of  the  Government, 
at  all  events  they  were  with  the  sanction 
of  the  servants  of  Government. 

Mr.  Montague  L.  Chapman  said,  that 
all  he  wished  for  was,  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  show  their  sincerity  by  ex- 
posing those  who  hud  disobeyed  their 
orders.  The  Irish  government  had  acted 
in  the  most  strange  and  inconsistent 
manner.  He  knew  one  case  in  which  a 
Magistrate  wrote  to  the  Irish  government 
to  know  whether  he  would  be  justified  in 
ordering  out  the  police  to  enforce  the  ser- 
vice of  processes  for  tithes  due  at  May 
last.  1'he  answer  of  Sir  William  Gosset 
was,  that  the  case  was  laid  before  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown,  but  that  his  Excel- 
lency did  not  feel  himself  warranted  in 
stating  any  opinion  as  to  the  legality  or 
illeQ^ality  of  such  an  employment  of  the 
police  force.  Here  then  was  the  Irish 
government  refusing  to  give  any  instruc- 
tions to  the  Magi<ttrates  as  to  a  point  which 
created  the  greatest  uneasiness  and  alarm 
n  Ireland. 
Mr.  Nicholas  FUzsimon  said,  that  he 


thought  a  case  had  been  clearly  madeout, 
and  he  should  give  his  support  to  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  member  for  Wexfonl. 
He  could  not  but  express  his  surprise  at 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  member  for  Kirk- 
cudbright, whose  observations  all  tended 
one  way,  though  his  vote  was  to  be  given 
another. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  said,  that  in 
common  fairness  his  noble  friend,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  might  have  been 
permitted  to  bring  forvrard  his  plan  for 
the  settlement  of  all  the  difficnfties  arising 
out  of  the  present  system  of  collecting 
tithes  before  this  attack  was  made  upon 
the  conduct  and  character  of  the  Admi- 
nistration. He  thought  that  the  hon. 
member  for  Wexford  had  displayed  consi- 
derable ingenuity  in  the  mode  in  which 
he  had  framed  his  Amendment.  That 
Amendment  contained  two  qnestions  per- 
fectly distinct  from  each  other :  the  first 
was,  that  "  it  was  the  opinion  of  this 
House  that  the  Coercion  Bill  should  not 
have  been  applied  to  assist  the  collection 
of  tithes,  ana  that  the  pledge  given  by 
the  Administration  that  the  arrears  of 
tithes  should* be  got  rid  of  had  not  been 
fulfilled  i"  and  then  came  the  other,  "  that 
the  employment  of  the  military  and  police 
force  in  the  serving  of  civil  process,  and 
in  the  levying  of  tithes,  was  highly  uncon- 
stitutional, and  ought  to  be  discontinoed.** 
Now,  the  hon.  member  for  Kildare  had 
brought  forward  a  number  of  cases,  in 
which  the  military  and  police  force  had 
been  attending  for  the  protection  of  those 
persons  who  served  civil  process;  and 
from  his  speech  it  would  appear  that,  for 
their  assistance  in  the  collection  of  tithes, 
the  powers  of  the  Coercion  Bill  had  been 
called  into  employment.  Now,  before 
the  House  came  to  that  conclusion,  it 
ought  to  separate  the  two  questions  which 
had  been  thus  ingeniously  connected 
together;  and,  in  order  to  effect  that 
separation,  he  would  just  inform  lion. 
Members  that,  in  the  county  of  Kildare, 
the  Coercion  Bill  had  never  yet  been  put 
in  operation  at  all.  There  could,  there- 
fore, be  no  ground  for  the  allegation  which 
the  hon.  Member  had  so  needlessly  made, 
that,  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  the  Coer- 
cion Bill  had  been  used  for  the  cot  lection 
of  tithes.  It  would  be  in  the  recollection 
of  the  House,  that  when  the  Coercion  Bill 
was  under  discussion,  it  had  been  said  by 
himself  and  others,  that  the  tendency  of 
that  Bill  would  be  to  make  the  law  gene- 
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rally  respected  throughout  Ireland;  and 
the  Act  waa,  that  individuals,  knowing 
that  Bill  to  be  in  existence,  had  proceeded 
to  enforce  the  rights  which  they  might 
have  been  induced  to  abandon  without  it. 
He  defied  the  hon.  member  for  Kildare  to 
point  out  any  instance,  save  that  of  the 
police  Serjeant  Shaw,  in  which  the  Coer- 
cion Bill  had  been  used  as  a  pretext  for 
collecting  tithes.  He  admitted  that  Shaw, 
in  direct  violation  not  only  of  the  wishes, 
but  of  the  express  orders  of  Government, 
had  employed  that  act  for  purposes  to 
which  it  was  undoubtedly  intended  that 
it  never  should  be  applied.  He  thought 
that  the  Magistrates  who  had  conducted 
the  investigation  into  the  conduct  of  that 
officer  had  passed  a  viery  lenient  sentence 
upon  him.  The  hon.  Member,  however, 
said,  that  he  did  not  want  to  have  Shaw 
punished,  all  that  he  wanted  was,  to  know 
by  whom  Shaw  had  been  authorized  to 
set  as  he  had  done.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Stan- 
ley) had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  Shaw 
had  not  been  authorised  to  act  so  by  the 
Government.  Whilst  on  this  subject,  he 
would  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  language  used  by  the 
Magistrates  in  passing  sentence  upon 
Shaw :  they  told  him,  *<  that  they  repre- 
hended him ;  and  that,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  his  excellent  character,  they  should 
hsfe  recommended  his  dismissal,  for  they 
wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  in 
all  qnartera,  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  Uovcrnment  to  use  the  Coercion  Bill 
for  the  collection  of  tithes."  He,  there- 
fore, thought  that,  when  the  hon.  Member 
brought  forward  the  case  of  Shaw,  who, 
he  admitted,  had  violated  the  law,  he 
ought  in  common  fairness  to  have  stated, 
that  the  Magistrates,  after  reprehending 
that  officer,  told  him  that  they  would  have 
dismissed  him  from  his  situation,  oq  ac- 
oDont  of  that  misconduct,  had  it  not  been 
for  his  previous  excellent  character.  This 
was  literally  and  simply  the  only  case  on 
which  the  hon.  Member  had  fixed  his 
charge  against  the  Cktvemment.  [Mr. 
lanAeri:  No;  I  have  fifty-seven  others.] 
At  any  rate  that  was  the  only  case  which, 
with  the  circumstances  of  time  and  place, 
had  been  brous:htto  the  notice  of  Govern- 
meat.  He  had  no  knowledge  of  it  when 
he  first  entered  the  House  that  evening, 
shkI  tlie  paper  which  he  had  just  read  to 
the  House  had  been  put  into  his  hands 
not  many  minutes  since.  Of  the  other 
cases  to  which  the  hon.  Member  alluded 


he  had  no  knowledge  whatsoever;  but 
this  he  would  say,  that  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  mention  the  times  and  places  at 
which  they  occurred,  and  would  substan- 
tiate his   mention  of  them  by  distinct 
proofs,  and  not  by  mere  vague  allegations. 
Government    would    not    only   disavow 
them  as  acta  authorized  by  the  Govern- 
ment, but  would  also  visit  with  suitable 
consequences  those  who  had  so  offended 
against  the  law.     He  warned  the  House^ 
however,  against  mixing  up  the  operation 
of  the  Coercion  Bill  with  tne  employment 
of  the  military  and  police  force  in  various 
parts  of  Ireland.     He  was  sorry  to  say 
that  for  some  time  past  it  had  been  quite 
impossible  for  any  individual  to  collect 
tithes,  or  to  serve  civil  process  for  the 
collection  of  tithes,  without  the  presence 
I  of  the  military  or  the  police.     Those 
forces,  however,  had  only  been  present  to 
guard  those  who  served  the  process,  and 
in  doing  so,  they  neither  overstepped  the 
strict  line  of  their  duty  nor  acted  un- 
constitutionally, so  long  as  tithes  were 
to  be  collected.    Great  stress  had  been 
laid  upon  the  fact  that  the  police  had 
broken  open  doors  to  collect  tithes.  Now, 
what  might  have  happened  since  he  had 
ceased  to  fill  the  office  of  Secretary  for 
Ireland    he  could    not  precisely  state ; 
but  this  he  must  say,  that,  so  long  as  he 
was  Secretary,  the  impression  of  the  law 
officers  of  the  Government  was,  that  the 
police  had  no  right  to  break  open  doors 
to  serve  a  civil  process.    [An  non.  Mem* 
ber:  '<  Captain  Gunn — Captain  Gunn.**] 
He  could  not,  he  repeated,  answer  whe- 
ther such  an  opinion  had  been  given  or 
not;    but  of  this  he  was  certain — ^that 
whilst  he  was  Irish  Secretary  he  had  not 
heard  or  known  of  any  house  having  been 
broken  open  by  the  police.     It  had  also 
been  said,  that  excessive  severity  had  been 
displayed  by  the  clergy  in  the  collection  of 
their  tithes.     He  could  not  pretend  to 
explain    how    gentlemen  who    ventured 
upon  that  assertion  could  reconcile  it  with 
another  which    they  had   made  in  the 
course  of  that  evening,  that  only  2,000/. 
had  been  recovered  by  the  clergy  out  of 
104,000{.  which  was  admitted  to  be  due 
to  them  up  to  last  February  by  all  parties, 
and  which  he  contended  to  be  much  less 
than  their  strict  due,  owing  to  their  re- 
luctance to  enforce  their  claims  to  the  full 
extent  in  the  present  excited  state  of  Ire- 
land.    His  noble  friend  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  discussion  on 
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the  Coercion  Bill,  had  said,  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  Ministers  to  submit  a 
proposition  to  the  House,  which  would 
render  it  unnecessary  to  carry  into  effect 
the  Bill  of  last  year,  and  which  would 
provide  for  the  arrears  of  tithes  due  for 
the  last  three  years;  and,  in  point  of 
fact,  his  noble  friend  had  that  nig:ht  in- 
tended to  introduce  a  bill  for  that  purpose, 
founded  on  the  proposition  of  a  land-tax, 
which  had  come  from  the  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  last  year, 
and  which  they  then  declared  to  be  a 
proposition  which  would  spread  universal 
satisfaction  throughout.  Ireland.  He 
regretted  exceedingly  that  his  noble  friend 
had  not  been  permitted  to  accomplish  his 
design  ;  for  his  noble  friend,  on  one  of  those 
discussions,  distinctly  stated,  that  until  that 
proposition  was  adopted  as  a  substantive 
proposition  by  that  House,  he  could  not  put 
an  end  throughout  Ireland  to  all  processes 
for  the  collection  of  tithes  in  Ireland.  He 
believed,  however,  that  the  collection  of 
tithes  had  ceased  throughout  Ireland  on 
the  part  of  Government.  He  believed 
such  to  be  the  case  in  consequence  of  the 
correspondence  which  had  taken  place 
between  the  officers  of  Government  and 
the  police-officer  who,*  in  the  county  of 
Kildare,  had  broken  into  several  houses 
to  collect  tithes.  That  police-officer,  in 
reporting  to  Government,  had  stated  that, 
"  finding  it  impossible  to  collect  the  tithes 
for  183 1 ,  in  spite  of  the  great  lenity  which 
had  hitherto  been  displayed  in  collecting 
them,  and  finding  it  also  impossible  to 
arrest  the  defaulters  in  open  day,  he  had 
gone  with  part  of  his  force  before  day- 
break, and  having  broken  open  ten 
houses,  had  carried  off  the  inmates  to 
gaol.*'  And  yet  upon  a  motion  of  censure 
upon  the  Government,  and  upon  his 
noble  friend  as  the  head  of  it --[Several 
Members:  "  No,  no."j  No?  (said  Mr. 
Stanley)  Let  any  man  with  the  slightest 
spark  of  honour  in  his  breast  tell  me  that 
it  is  not  a  direct  censure  upon  the 
Government  to  say,  that  the  pledges  which 
they  gave  to  pursue  a  certain  line  of 
policy  have  not  been,  and  yet  ought  to 
be,  fulfilled.  I  trust  that  I  shall  never  see 
any  Government  which  will  tamely  sub- 
mit to  such  a  censure  from  the  House,  or 
which  having  received  such  a  censure, 
shall  be  deemed  worthy  of  its  confidence 
in  future.  Not  a  censure  !  [*'  Yes ;  it  is 
a  censure."]  WelJ,  then,  it  is  a  censure ; 
that  is  one  point  at  least  gained,  for  it  has 


been  hitherto  denied  daring  all  this  even- 
ing that  any  censure  at  all  was  intended 
upon  the  Government."  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  proceeded  to  say,  that  the 
report  of  the  police-officer  to  which  he 
had  just  been  alluding  was  made  on  the 
5th  of  June  1833.  On  the  7th  of  June 
1833,  was  this  answer  sent  to  him  from 
the  Castle: — "Referring  to  your  report 
of  the  5th  instant,  from  which  it  app«irs, 
.that  in  order  to  arrest  certain  tithe  de- 
faulters in  the  parish  of  Rathangan,  you 
broke  open  the  doors  of  certain  hooaes,  I 
am  desired  to  acquaint  you  that  you  have 
done  this  in  direct  violation  of  your 
orders,  and  that  you  are  expected  to 
offer  immediately  any  explanation  which 
you  may  have  to  give  of  the  causes  which  led 
you  to  adopt  this  extraordinary  Goodact." 
[Mr.  O'Connell:  To  whom  was  this  letter 
directed?]  To  Captain  Flinter.  Now, 
he  thought  that  if  the  case  rested  here, 
the  paper  which  he  had  just  read  would 
be  in  itself  a  justification  of  the  conduct 
and  of  the  feelings  of  Government.  But 
it  so  happened  that  in  another  part  of  this 
letter  reference  was  made  to  the  orders 
issued  to  the  police  on  this  very  subject, 
on  the  12th  of  May  last,  on  which  day  the 
Government  of  Ireland  received  the*  first 
intimation  of  these  improper  practices. 
He  thought,  then,  that,  with  these  papers 
to  back  him,  he  had  a  right  to  say,  that 
Government  stood  entirely  acquitted  of 
the  heavy  charges  which  hon.  Members 
that  evening  had  preferred  against  it.  He 
had,  on  former  occasions,  admitted  the 
great  difficulty  of  collecting  tithes  in 
Ireland ;  and  he  would  not  now,  for  the 
thousandth  time,  refer  again  to  the  words 
"  the  extinction  of  tithes,"  or  to  any 
plans  for  the  extinction  of  the  present 
system  of  tithes ;  for  he  supposed  that  he 
must  submit  to  the  misrepresentations 
which  had  been  so  sedulously  spread 
abroad  of  what  he  had  before  said  upon 
that  subject.  But  he  had  never  meant^ 
and  no  man  had  ever  ventured  to  say,  that 
be  meant — by  the  extinction  of  tithes  that 
there  should  be  a  cessation  of  every  kind 
of  payment  for  land  which  was  now  sub- 
ject to  payments  for  tithes;  and  when  the 
hon.  member  for  the  county  of  Cork  came 
forward  and  said,  that  the  Government 
was  only  adding  insult  to  injury  by  pro- 
posing a  land-tax  in  lieu  of  tithes,  inas- 
much as  the  landlords  would  be  more 
severe  in  exacting  the  value  of  it  from 
I  their  tenants  than  the  clergy  had  been 
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in  exacting  tlieir  tithes  from  their  flocks — 
Mr.  Fergus  O'Connor :  I  never  said 
any  such  Uung.  I  merely  (juoted  that  as 
an  opinion  stated  by  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  member  for  Tamworth. 

Mr.  Stanley  understood  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  for  Cork,  to  represent  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  member  for  Tam- 
worth as  averse  to  any  plan  of  commuting 
tithes,  because  it  might  be  abused  by  the 
landlords  so  as  to  compel  their  tenants  to 
pay  them  Is.  3d.  hereafter  for  every  1^. 
of  tithes  which  they  paid  at  present  to  the 
desman.  But  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  not  stopped  there,  for  he  had  used 
this  argument  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
as  a  reason  why  tithes  should  not  be 
commuted  at  all:  and  therefore,  he 
felt  himself  justified  in  calling  upon  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  also  upon  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  the  member  for 
Dublin,  if  they  would  neither  have  a 
commutation  of  tithes  nor  a  land-tax  in 
lieu  of  tithes,  to  give  to  the  House  their 
views  as  to  what  they  meant  by  the  ex- 
tiDction  of  tithes,  and  how  they  meant  to 
get  rid  of  the  present  system.  If  they 
were  to  be  told,  that  the  tithe  system  was 
had,  that  the  commutation  system  was  no 
better,  and  that  going  from  a  commutation 
system  to  a  land-tax  was  only  going  from 
bad  to  worse — [Mr.  O'FerraU,  •*  I  never 
uidso.*^ — **  Not  say  so  ?  (continued  Mr. 
Stanley)  I  beg  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
pardrni,  bat  those  words  are  too  re- 
markable to  be  soon  forgotten.  Yes,  the 
hon.  Member,  after  a  severe  comment 
upon  my  noble  friend  for  proposing  to  pay 
off  by  a  land-tax  the  loan  to  be  advanced 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  to  meet  their 
arrears  of  tithes,  used  this  expression: 
*  So,  you  go  on*  from  tithes  to  commuta- 
tion, and  from  commutation  to  a  land-tax, 
and  so  on,  step  by  step,  from  bad  to 
worse.'  Now,  if  the  hon.  Member  and 
bis  friends  intended  to  get  rid  of  the  pay- 
ment for  tithes  altogether— [*' No,  no."] 
I  am  glad  that  the  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site have  made  that  disavowal ;  but  as  it 
has  been  extracted  from  them  now  at  this 
the  eleventh  hour,  I  feel  myself  justified  in 
calhng  upon  them-^and  I  hope  that  the 
House  wdl  join  with  me  in  calling  upon 
them — if  they  find  fault  with  the  system  of 
exchange  which  we  propose  for  tithes,  to 
state  what  system  of  exchange  they  have 
in  their  contemplation,  and  to  take  the 
•ense  of  the  House  upon  it." 
Mr,  ffFtrrM  wished  to  sayt  whatever 


words  he  might  have  used,  that  he  by  no 
means  meant  to  express  the  sentiraent 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had,  by 
misinterpreting  his  words  put  upon  them. 

Sir  Robert  Peel,  in  allusion  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  member  for  Cork, 
(Mr.F.  O'Connor)  during  his  absence  from 
the  House,  said,  that  he  had  never,  to  the 
best  of  his  recollection  and  belief,  ex- 
pressed himself  adverse  to  any  reasonable 
plan  of  tithe  commutation.  He  might 
have  said,  that  the  absolute  extinction  of 
tithes  would  not  be  of  great  benefit  to  tlie 
Irish  tenant ;  for  as  the  Irish  clergymen, 
generally  speaking,  made  a  large  reduction 
in  the  value  of  the  tithes  which  they  had 
a  right  to  claim  from  the  farmers,  and  as 
the  Irish  landlords  would,  if  tithes  were 
abolished,  have  a  right  to  demand  from 
the  farmer  an  equivalent  for  the  tithes 
which  they  formerly  paid  to  the  clergy- 
men, it  might  turn  out,  that  the  landlords 
would  demand  more  from  them  than  they 
had  hitherto  been  accustomed  to  pay  to 
the  clergy.  More  than  that  he  did  not 
believe  that  he  had  ever-  said — and  cer- 
tainly he  had  never  expressed  himself 
hostile  to  any  well-arranged  plan  for  the 
commutation  of  tithes. 

Mr.  0'Gcm7ie//*said,  tlie  right,  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Stanley)  had  asked  him 
what  he  meant  by  the  extinction  of  tithes, 
consistently  with  a  payment  out  of  laud. 
He  would  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
what  he  did  not  mean  by  the  extinction 
of  tithes.  [Cries  of  '*  oh,  oh! "  and  laugh* 
ter,]  He  would  ask  what  had  he  done, 
or  what  had  his  country  done,  that  Mem- 
bers should  dare  to  put  him  down  in  tliat 
rufifianly  manner?  [Cries  of  "  oh,  oh!*' 
and  *'  Order,  order.*"] 

Mr.  Stanley  rose  to  order,  amidst  loud 
cheers.  He  apprehended  that  no  hon. 
Member  was  justified  in  using  the  word 
*'  dare ''  as  applying  to  the  course  which 
any  other  hon.  Member  might  choose  to 
pursue. 

Mr.  0*Connell  would  ask  how  any 
Members  could  presume  to  raise  such 
ruffianly  shouts  as  had  been  raised  against 
him  on  that  occasion. — Loud  shouts 
of  «  Oh,  oh  !  "  and  "  Order,  order, "^ 
in  the  midst  of  which — 

Lord  Sandon  rose  to  order.  He  hoped 
that  if  the  House  wished  to  preserve  the 
character  of  an  assembly  of  gentlemen, 
they  would  not  allow  such  language  to  be 
used  in  that  House,  whatever  might  be  its 
cause.    He  woul4   not  justify  the   iu^ 
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terruptioD  that  had  beea  given ;  but  he 
must  say,  that  if  that  House  was  fit  to 
represent  the  people  of  England,  they 
should  not  allow  such  language  to  be 
addressed  to  them  in  the  House,  whatever 
they  might  do  with  respect  to  language 
held  out  of  it.  He  would  call  on  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  Chair  to  de- 
clare his  opinion  of  the  language  which 
had  been  used  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  for  Dublin. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  call  made 
upon  him  by  the  noble  Lord  was  such  as 
he  could  not  but  answer.  The  language 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Dublin  was 
undoubtedly  disorderly,  and  the  provoca- 
tion which  he  received  was  equally  dis- 
orderly. He  was  sure,  that  the  House 
would  feel  indebted  to  the  noble  Lord  for 
calling  its  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
that  it  would  give  its  censure  equally  to 
both  sides ;  and  he  hoped  that  what  had 
been  said  by  the  noble  Lord  would  bring 
back  the  attention  of  the  House  to  what 
was  before  them,  and  be  a  proper  guide  to 
them  as  to  the  course  they  ought  to 
pursue. 

Mr.  CConnell  wished  he  knew  how 
adequately  to  receive  what  had  fallen  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  Chair, 
and  adequately  to  express  his  apology  for 
anything  he  might  have  said.  He  would 
wish  to  express  himself  in  terms  as  happy 
as  those  in  which  that  reproof  had  been 
conveyed;  but  finding  it  impossible  to  do 
so  he  implored  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(the  Speaker)  to  consider  of  a  suitable 
apology  for  him — to  consider  what  he 
ought  to  say,  and  to  believe  it  to  be  said. 
He  was  saying,  when  he  was  interrupted, 
that  he  would  tell  what  he  did  not  mean 
by  an  extinction  of  tithes — he  did  not 
mean  that  there  should  be  regiments  of 
horse,  foot,  and  artillery  to  collect  them — 
that  there  should  be  military  and  police 
employed  in  their  collection — and,  least 
of  all,  he  never  meant  that  there  should 
be  breaking  into  houses  with  respect  to  them. 
He  did  not  mean  that  such  scenes  should 
take,  as  had  taken  place  in  the  county 
of  Kildare — that  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
0*Donnell  should  be  dragged  from  her  resi- 
dence, and  not  allowed  time  to  dress  her- 
self before  she  was  hurried  off  to  Clonmel 
gaol  with  her  father;  or  that'Mr.  O'Regan 
should  have  been  used  as  he  had  been. 
He  meant  something  very  different  by 
the  extinction  of  tithes.  He  meant  some- 
thiDi;  yery  different  from  what  bad  been 


the  effect  of  the  passing  of  the  Coercion 
Dili.  Several  charges  nad  been  brought 
forward  by  the  hon.  member  for  Wexford. 
He  gave  credit  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
not  intending  to  censure  the  Gotemment 
by  his  Motion;  but  the  terms  of  that 
Motion  certainly  did  convey  a  censure 
upon  Ministers.  There  were  two  things 
complained  of — the  abuses  of  the  Coercioa 
Bill,  and  of  the  PoUce  Laws.  Were  any 
of  the  cases  cited  denied  ?  The  case  oif 
Shaw  was  brought  forward,  not  with  i 
view  to  punish  him,  but  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain upon  what  authority  he  acted,  if 
Serjeant  Shaw  bad  acted  upon  his  own 
authority  he  ought  to  be  dismissed  ;  but 
it  did  not  appear  that  he  had  been.  As  to 
the  57  cases  quoted,  it  was  said  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  if  they  were 
established,  he  would  visit  the  offenders 
with  punishment.  That  declaration  was 
cheered  by  the  House;  but  had  those 
cases,  or  could  those  cases,  be  denied  ? 
He  would  state  the  case  of  the  reverend  Mr. 
Thompson,  of  the  parish  of  Myroes,  in 
which  there  were  3,347  acres  let  at  a 
rack-rent  of  2,9371.  Upon  this  rack-rent, 
the  reverend  Gentleman  exacted  a  tithe 
ef  5501.  or  one-sixth  per  annum.  There 
was  the  additional  aggravation  that  in 
his  parish  there  were  scarcely  three  Pro- 
testants. Tlie  case  of  Archdeacon  Trench 
was  another  of  great  hardship,  for  he  held 
one  living  at  Ballinasloe,  and  another  in 
Louth.  At  the  latter  place  his  ttChes 
were  collected  by  the  police,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  10s.  npon  every  1/.  7s.  6d.  that 
was  due,  and  these  for  tithes,  which  fell 
due  on  the  1st  of  May.  Here,  too,  it 
was  to  be  observed,  according  to  a  letter 
which  he  had  in  his  pocket,  the  reverend 
Gentleman's  person  was  unknown,  for  he 
had  never  been  in  the  parish.  In  Vartotis 
counties  the  police  were  going  about 
collecting  tithes,  and  all  this  in  direct 
violation  of  the  law ;  but  then  it  was  in 
Ireland  that  these  violations  of  the  law 
took  place,  and  redress,  therefore,  was 
not  to  be  expected.  He  only  stated 
the  fact  that  the  police  were  so  employed, 
and  he  attritrnted  no  blame  to  the  noble 
Lord,  for  he  believed  that  the  noble  Lord 
was  not  acquainted  with  the  fliet.  The 
noble  Lord  had  said,  that  he  woold  in« 
quire  into  the  facts,  and  wonld  censtm 
the  Irish  aothorities  for  permitting  ft.  He 
(Mr.  0*Connell)  wishea  the  noble  Lord 
had  added,  that  he  would  remove  the  pre- 
sent authorities  and  substitute  other*— he 
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cared  nol  whom.  He  recollected  having 
slated  what  had  been  dooe  in  the  county 
of  Roaeommon  for  collecting  tithes,  and 
he  had  received  a  hotter  that  very  day 
mentioniag  the  violation  of  the  law,  and 
saying,  that  the  Coercive  Bill  was  estab- 
lished  to  collect  tithes,  and  that  the  police 
acted  under  it*  He  should  agree  with  the 
lion,  member  for  Kirckudbright,  that  the 
noble  Lord  ought  not  to  be  censured  if 
those  caiea  were  not  proved,  and  if  the 
noble  Lord  had  punished  those  who  had 
been  guilty  of  them.  But,  as  the  noble 
Lord  did  not  censure  them,  he  would 
appeal  to  the  hon.  member  for  Kirkcud- 
bright if  the  noble  Lord  was  not  pursuing 
the  course  formerly  adopted  by  Lord 
Anglesey  and  his  then  Secretary  ?  When 
the  noble  Lord  identified  himself  with 
those  ondet  his  command,  he  was  equally 
liable  to  censure  with  them.  For  his  own 
part,  he  doubted  whether  they  had  a  right 
to  tMeak  open  houios,  or  whether  the 
police  could,  by  law,  act  as  they  had 
done — he  had  his  opinions  upon  that 
head,  and  he  should  like  to  see  them 
tried.  A  wise  Government  ought  to  take 
care  that  the  police  should  meddle  as 
little  as  possible  with  a  man's  castle.  It 
was  stated  that  the  law-officers  had 
given  ao  such  opinion  as  that  attributed 
to  them.  Jf  that  were  the  case,  why  had 
not  Captain  Gunn  been  dismissed  ?  His 
defence  was,  that  the  opinion  of  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown  justified  his  conduct. 
And  these  things  were  called  'Uhe  extinc. 
tion  of  tithes."  As  to  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Commander-in-chief  of 
the  Forces  in  Ireland,  he  knew  not  where 
to  find  its  parallel,  unless  indeed  in  the 
speech  of  the  Marquess  of  Anglesey  at 
Uork,  in  which  he  piteously  lamented 
that  the  people  did  not  take  off  their 
hats.  The  hon.  and  gallant  General 
said,  that  he  found  in  England  a  most 
profound  ignorance  of  the  state  of  Ireland; 
and  yet  he  said :  **  Don't  let  them  have  a 
parliament  of  their  own,  or  anything  of 
the  sorL''  That  might  be  very  excellent 
gallantry,  but  it  was  admirably  bad  logic. 
That  done,  the  gallant  General  told  the 
House  tithes  could  never  again  be  col- 
lected, and  he  at  once  knocked  up  the 
Established  Church,  for  he  said  not  a 
syllable  of  any  substitution.  From  the 
dhttich  the  gallant  General  proceeded  to 
the  landlords,  who  fell  under  his  pecuUar 
displeasure ;  as  did  the  courts  of  law,  in 
whkb  he  said  there  was  no  justice.    60 


that  there  was  to  be  no  law,  no  peace  for 
landlords,  and  no  keeping  up  of  the  Estab- 
lished Church,  unless  tithes  were  abo- 
lished. Some  Gentlemen  had  said,  they 
had  once  confidence  in  the  present  Go- 
vernment; for  his  own  part  he  never  had, 
and  he  knew  from  the  beginning  that  the 
Bill  was  mainly  meant  for  the  collection 
of  tithes.  Was  it  known  what  had  hap- 
pened last  week  at  Middletown  with  re- 
spect to  these  tithes  ?  The  officers  and 
soldiers  were  obliged  to  retreat  into  the 
town — of  course  they  did  not  fire  upon 
the  people;  but  they  gave  the  people  a 
triumph  which  would  have  dangerous  con- 
sequences. All  this  happened  about  tithes, 
and  it  was  for  establisning  and  bringing 
about  this,  that  that  House  so  vehemently 
cheered  the  late  right  hon.  Secretary  for 
Ireland.  Well,  at  any  rate,  for  that  t\\^\\i  he 
had  used  his  great  talents  in  a  fresh  way — 
he  had  condescended  to  quit  the  colonies, 
and  throw  a  little  slavery  over  the  whites 
of  Ireland.  He  would  not  close  his  observ- 
ations without  answering  one  challenge 
of  the  right  hon.  Secretary.  He  had 
never  given  it  to  be  understood  that  be 
wished  the  ministers  of  the  Established 
Church  in  Ireland  to  lose  one  farthing  of 
their  incomes  during  their  life-time.  He 
also  denied,  that  he  wished  to  see  the 
Clergy  of  the  Establishment  reduced  to  a 
smaller  number  than  was  necessary  for  the 
spiritual  wants  of  the  Protestants.  But 
he  would  not  have  the  present  system  of 
payment  pursued  ;  he  would  have  tithes 
extinguished.  Tithes  were  composed  of  two 
ingredients — the  land  of  the  landlord  and 
the  capital  and  labour  of  the  tenant.  What 
he  wanted  was,  to  save  the  Established 
Church  as  little  trouble  as  possible — that 
it  should  have  nothing  more  to  do  than 
to  go  to  the  Treasury  and  receive  its 
salary  half  yearly.  Such  a  plan  would 
give  satisfaction,  and  he  begged  to  mention 
that  the  landlords  of  Ireland  were  not 
what  they  were  represented  to  be.  Cer- 
tain representations  might  be  well  spplied 
to  absentee  landlords,  but  could  not  be 
justly  applied  to  the  resident  landlords. 
He  repeated,  he  had  no  confidence  in 
Ministers;  they  had  deceived  the  Irish, 
and  the  Catholics  above  all  were  deceived 
with  respect  to  Vestry  Cess.  They  no 
longer  attended  the  Vestries,  because  they 
thought  it  would  not  be  levied,  and  thus 
they  allowed  it  to  be  voted,  and  it  in 
consequence  continued  to  be  collected. 
He  would  not  folh>w  all  that  had  been 
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said  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  he 
would  mention  the  fact,  that  not  less  than 
thirty-one  Bills  were  filed  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  for  tithes,  with  at  least  900 
defendants,  and  allowing  the  costs  of  each 
defendant  to  be  10/.,  there  would  be 
9,000/.  expended  for  the  costs  of  levying 
tithes.  How,  then,  when  such  was  the 
case,  could  he  be  accused,  when  he  said 
that  Ministers  had  violated  their  pledges? 
Perhaps  they  had  not  done  so  designedly ; 
but  facts,  bore  him  out  in  saying,  that  they 
virtually  had.  Ministers  might  be  igno- 
rant of  the  violations  of  the  law,  but  they 
ought  to  punish  other  violators  of  it  when 
they  were  pointed  out  to  them. 

Mr.  Shaw  could  not  help  agreeing  with 
the  hon.  and  learned  member  for  Dublin 
(Mr.  0'ConDell),that  the  gallant  GeneraFs 
speech  was  well  calculated  to  give  offence 
to  every  class  of  persons  in  Ireland  ;  and 
he  must  add,  that  he  never  heard  a  speech 
less  likely  to  produce  submission  to  the 
laws,  or  that  could  be  more  easily  turned 
into  a  justification  for  the  resistance  to  all 
constituted  authority.      He  (Mr.  Shaw) 
had  merely  risen  in  consequence  of  the  at- 
tacks which  had  been  made  on  individuals 
belonging  to  the  Irish  clergy.     It  was  im- 
possible to  be  prepared  by  anticipation 
with  facts  to   meet  the  various  charges 
brought,  without  any  previous  notice  against 
the  clergy  ;  but  in  the  case  of  Archdeacon 
Trench,  to  whom  allusion  had  been  made,  it 
did  so  happen,  that  although  it  had  been 
stated  that  night  that  he  had  never  been 
seen  in  his  parish,  he  (Mr.  Shaw)  had  re- 
ceived within  the  last  few  weeks  a  letter 
from  him,  dated  from  that  very  parish  ; 
and  he  had  known  of  his  having  been 
frequently    there.      Archdeacon    Trench 
had   been  charged    with  oppression,   for 
having  put  the  collection   of  his  tithes 
into  the  hands  of    a  professional    per- 
son;   and   the  very  letter  to   which  he 
(Mr.    Shaw)    had   alluded   was    to    in- 
quire from   him  if  the  Government   had 
any  plan  to  propose  of  giving  pecuniary 
assistance  to  those  of  the  clergy  who  had 
been  deprived  of   their  incomes,  as  be 
(Archdeacon  Trench)  was  unwilling  to  re- 
sort to  legal  proceedings  while  any  other 
expedient  remained  to  him.     Now,  this 
instance,  where  his  (Mr.  Shaw's)  having 
the  means  of  explanation  was  merely  ac- 
cidental, might  serve  as  a  specimen  of  the 
unjust    accusations     habitually    brought 
against  the   Irish  clergy,  whose  extreme 
moderation  and  forbearancei  take  them  as 


a  body,  had  been  unexampled,  and  which 
he  verily  believed  had  led  to  their  greater 
oppression  on  the  one  hand,  and — because 
they  have  had  too  much  spirit  and  good 
feeling  to  clamour  as  others  uiider  their 
circumstances  would  have  done-— to  their 
more  unmeasured  and  unfeeling  vitupera- 
tion on  the  other.     With  respect  to  the 
hon.  member  for  Wexford  (Mr.  Lambert) 
it  was  a  question  entirely  betweeo  the 
hon.  Member  and  his  Majest/s  Govern- 
ment, and  in  which  he  was  not  incliDed  to 
interfere.      He  must  say,  however,   that 
the  hon.  Member's  attack  was  but  a  just 
retribution  to  the  Government,  for  their 
weakness    and    felly    in    allowing    his 
amendments  about  tithes  to  be  made  to 
the  Coercive  Bill,  for  the  mere  purpose, as 
they  admitted  at  the  time,  of  humouring 
the  fancy  of  the  hon.  Member,  although 
their  own  law  officers  declared,  as  well  as 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  Stanley)  that 
it  was  a  silly  amendment,  and  that  the 
Bill  would  be  much   better  without  iu 
But  the  consequence  was  what  he  pre- 
dicted.    Others  did  not  suppose  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  would  suffer  an  amend- 
ment to  be  introduced  which  was  to  have 
no  meaning,  and  therefore  they  drew  from 
it  a  meaning  which  never  was  intended. 
No  person  had  been  so  absurd  as  to  coo. 
tend  that  a  district  could  have  been  pro- 
claimed merely   because   tithes,    or  any 
other  legal   dues,  had   not  been    paid. 
But  if  the  Government  for    a    momeat 
maintained,  that  the  clergy  were  not  to 
have  the  protection  of  all  existing  laws  in 
pursuing  a  legal  remedy  for  the  recovery 
of  their  just  right,  he  would  tell  them  that 
such  a  doctrine  would  be  subversive  of  all 
government,  and  destructive  of  the  rights 
of  all  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and  would 
shake  the  very  foundation  of  all  the  property 
of  these  coun  tries.     Allegations  were  made 
that  individual  clergymen  had  tran^resaed 
the  law.     If  they  did,  no  doubt,  there 
would  be  found  an  abundance  of  willing 
witnesses  against  them,  and  he  (Mr.  Shaw) 
claimed  no  exemption  for  the  clergy  from 
the  strictest  rigour  of  any  penalty  they 
might  .legally  incur;    but  he  well   knew 
that,  generaily  speaking,  they  had  been 
enduring  the  severest  privations,  far  within 
the  limits  of  the  law,  and  he  would  never 
admit  that  they  were  to  be  mariced  out  as 
a  proscribed  class,  or  that  either  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers,  or  the  hon.  member  for 
Wexford,  could  refuse  them    any  more 
than  other  fnen  the  full  benefit  of  the  law. 
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Lord  Dimcaiiiion,  io  the  absence  of  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  offered  an  explana- 
tion relative  to  the  severity  exercised  in 
the  county  of  Tipperary  in  the  collection 
of  tithes*  Mr.  Gunn  applied,  not  to  the 
regular  law  advisers  of  the  Crown,  but  to 
the  Crown  solicitor,  to  ascertain  whether 
he  was  at  liberty  to  break  open  doors  in 
serving  Crovm  processes.  Mr.  Gunn, 
acting  under  a  misapprehension,  did  re- 
sort to  this  mode  of  proceeding,  and,  as 
had  been  stated  by  the  hon.  member 
for  Clonmel,  great  severity  was  exercised 
in  the  district  in  question,  which,  how- 
ever  was  the  only  part  of  Munster  where 
such  cases  had  occurred.  As  soon  as  the 
proceedings  became  known  to  the  Irish 
government,  an  order  was  sent  down  to 
put  a  stop  to  it,  and  there  was  no  repeti- 
tion of  the  severity.  The  same  sort  of 
misapprehension  having  occurred  in  parts 
of  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  he  did  not  say 
that  some  cases  of  a  like  nature  might  not 
have  happened  tliere,  but  means  had  been 
taken  to  prevent  their  recurrence. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  stated,  that  Archdeacon 
Trench  held  the  living  adjoining  to  the 
parish  in  which  he  (Mr.  Fitzgerald)  lived, 
and  that  the  reverend  Gentleman  had 
not  resided  there  since  he  got  the  in- 
cumbency. The  name  of  the  parish  was 
Dnnleer;  and  be  held  in  his  hand  a 
letter,  which  showed  that  the  daily  oc- 
cupation of  the  police  was  serving  lati- 
iais  from  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  for 
tithes  due  to  Archdeacon  Trench  on  the 
1st  of  May.  This  would  prove  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  that  con- 
siderable severity  had  been  resorted  to, 
and  that  the  police  were  employed  in  the 
collection  of  tithes. 

Mr.  Ronayne  said,  that  Gunn  was  not 
the  only  person  who  had  been  guilty  of 
undue  severity.  If  the  House  wanted  to 
know  who  was  Gunn's  evil  genius  or  ad- 
viser in  this  matter,  he  (Mr.  Ronayne) 
could  tell  them,  for  he  could  produce  the 
written  opinion  of  one  Green,  the  At- 
torney Generars  (Ireland)  deputy,  author- 
ising Gunn  to  take  the  course  he  had 
taken. 

Mr.  Dents  (ydmnor  read  a  letter  from 
the  Chief  of  Police  of  Roscommon,  detail- 
ing the  circumstances  attending  the  serv- 
ing of  tithe  processes  by  him  there.  By 
that  it  appeared  that  the  police  were  au- 
thorised to  go  out,  not  merely  as  protectors 
to  titbenzoUectors,  but  as  tithe-collectors 
themaelv^    There  had  been  a  violation 


of  the  pledge  that  the  Coercion  Bill  should 
not  be'  put  into  operation  for  the  collection 
of  tithes,  he  should  therefore  vote  for  the 
Resolution  of  the  hon.  member  for  the 
county  of  Wexford,  without,  however, 
wishing  to  impugn  the  conduct  of  the 
Government.  He  repeated,  the  pledge 
given  to  the  House  had  been  violated 
somewhere — it  devolved  upon  the  Go- 
vernment to  ascertain  in  what  quarter, 
and  to  punish  the  parties.  Perhaps  if  the 
noble  Lord  undertook  to  institute  an  in- 
quiry on  the  subject,  the  hon.  member  for 
Wexford  would  consent  to  withdraw  his 
Motion. 

Lord  Althorp  observed,  in  reference  to 
what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member 
who  spoke  last,  that  he  entirely  concurred 
in  the  statement  made  by  his  right  hon. 
friend,  that  undoubtedly  the  Government 
would  punish  those  who  might  have  mis- 
applied the  Coercive  Bill  to  enforce  the 
collection  of  tithes.  He  thought  if  it  were 
proved  that  parties  had  used  the  Bill  for 
the  purpose  of  collecting  tithes,  an  inquiry 
should  be  instituted,  and  it  would  become 
the  duty  of  Government  to  punish  the 
offending  parties  by  dismissal  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  Anthony  Lefroy  said,  he  did  not 
rise  at  so  late  an  hour  to  take  part  in  the 
discussion  which  had  so  long  engaged  the 
House,  more  particularly  as  it  appeared 
to  be  con6ned  to  the  party  of  the  member 
for  Dublin  and  his  Majesty's  Ministers. 
He  had  long  foreseen  the  flame  which  the 
promises  given  by  the  late  right  hon. 
Secretary  would  be  calculated  to  excite 
in  Ireland ;  and  though  he  sincerely  re- 
gretted it,  he  was  not  the  less  sure  that  it 
would  extend  till  it  would  endanger  all 
property.  He  wished,  in  consequence  of 
what  had  fallen  from  the  member  for 
Westmeath,  as  a  charge  against  his  noble 
friend,  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath,  to 
state,  that  when  the  hon.  Member  com- 
plained that  the  noble  Marquess  had  taken 
legal  proceedings  to  enforce  th^  payment 
of  tithe  due  to  him  to  the  1st  of  last  May, 
he  should  have  informed  the  House  that 
that  noble  Lord  had  done  so  in  conse- 
quence of  his  having  received  no  tithes 
for  the  last  three  years.  This  he  believed 
had  been  the  case  in  those  instances  where 
the  clergy  had  been  compelled  to  take  a 
similar  course  for  the  recovery  of  their 
just  rights,  though,  even  in  such  cases, 
he  would  not  allow  it  to  be  stated  in  the 
House  without  contradictiou,  that  the  nr 
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actions  had  taken  place,  which  were  so 
often  this  night  urged  against  them. 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  Amend- 
ment, when  there  appeared:  Ayes  45; 
Noes  197~Majorily  152. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 

Aglionbv,  II.  A.  0*ConueII,  Morgan 

Bainbridge^  £.  T.  O^Connell,  John 

Baldwin,  Dr.  O'Connor,  D. 

Barry,  C.  F.  O'Connor,  F. 

Bellew,  R.  M.  Oswald,  R.  A. 

Blake,  M.  J.  Perrin,  Sergeant 

Butler,  Hon.  P.  Roche,  William 

Chapman,  M.  L.  Ilumilly,  £. 

Evans,  G.  Romilly,  J. 

Finn,  W.  F.  Konayue,  D. 

Fitzgerald,  T.  Ruthven,  K. 

Fitzsimon,  C.  Ruthven,  E.  S. 

Fitzsiroon,  N.  Strait,  £. 

Gillon,  W.  D.  Sullivan,  R. 

Grattan,  li.  Talbot,  J. 

Gratlan,  J.  Talbot,  J.  U. 

Gulley,  John  Vigors,  N. 

Kennedy,  James  Walker,  C.  A. 

Lynch,  Andrew  Wallace,  T. 

Macnamara,  Major  Wallace,  R. 
Nagle,  Sir  R.  tellers. 

O'Brien,  Cornelius  Lambert,  H. 

O'Callaghan,  Uon.  C.  O'Fcrrall,  R.  M. 
0*ConnelI,  D.  paired  off. 

O'Connell,  Maurice  Roebuck,  J.  A. 

House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee. 

Lord  AUhorp  said,  that  according  to 
promise,  he  would  now  proceed  shortly  to 
state  the  objects  he  proposed  to  effect. 
By  the  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the 
last  Session  for  the  composition  of  tithes 
in  Ireland,  from  and  after  the  month  of 
November,  1833,  tenants  of  land  were 
not  to  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  tithes. 
The  effect  of  this  measure  would  be,  that 
after  the  tithes  of  this  year  had  been  paid 
the  occupying  tenants  would  be  no  longer 
called  on  to  pay  tithes.  He  thought  it 
would  be  admitted  to  be  most  desurable 
that  Parliament  should  take  measures  to 
relieve  occupiers  of  land  in  Ireland  from 
the  payment  of  tithes  from  the  present 
time.  It  was  not  in  his  power  to  state 
accurately  at  the  present  moment  the 
amount  of  money  which  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  advance  to  the  clergy  of  the 
Established  Church  in  order  to  effect  that 
purpose ;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  House  ought  to  pledge 
itself  generally  that  a  sum  of  money 
should  be  advanced  with  a  view  to  afford 
this  relief,  and  that  Government  should  be 
empowered  to  abandon  (as  it  had  the 
power  to  suspend)  all  process  under  the 
existing  law.    He  trusted,  when  this  pro- 


position should  be  agreed  to,  that  the 
clergy,  feeling  there  would  be  no  prassme 
upon  them,  would  perceive  that  tliere  was 
no  longer  any  necessity  to  press  the  tithe- 
payer  for  money »  and  that  in  consequence 
of  this  altered  feeling  no  future  case  of 
harshness  or  severity  would  arise.  The 
mode  in  which  the  money  to  be  advanced 
should  be  repaid  would  be  by  a  land  tax 
in  Ireland  for  a  limited  number  of  years. 
This  tax  would  be  charged,  in  the  first 
instance,  upon  all  land,  but  persons  wlio 
should  have  paid  the  amount  of  tithes  to 
which  they  were  liable  for  the  years  1831, 
1832,  and  1833,  would  be  exempted  fiom 
payment  of  the  land-tax  on  the  production 
of  their  tithe  receipts,  or  upon  otherwise 
proving  that  they  had  paid  their  tithes. 
This  would  be  in  the  nature  of  a  full  ac- 
quittance of  the  tax.  The  noble  Lord 
concluded  by  moving:  "That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee  that  an  ad* 
vance  of  money  should  be  made  to  the 
clergy  of  the  Established  Church  in  Ire- 
land, to  relieve  the  occupying  tenantry 
from  payment  of  the  arrears  due  for  tithes 
and  composition  for  tithes  during  the  years 
1831  and  1832,  and  from  the  payment  of 
tithes  and  composition  for  tithes,  in  the 
year  1833.  That  such  an  advance  shall  be 
repaid  within  a  limited  time  by  a  land- 
tax  in  Ireland,  chargeable  on  all  land 
liable  to  the  payment  of  tithes,  the  owners 
of  which  shall  not  have  paid  the  tithes,  or 
composition  of  tithes,  which  became  due 
during  such  years." 

Colonel  Perceval  wished  to  know 
whether  this  was  to  extend  to  lay  impro- 
priators 7 

Lord  AUhorp  said,  that  the  clergy  were 
the  only  persons  contemplated  in  the  ad- 
vance. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  asked,  whether  all  an- 
terior demands  on  the  part  of  the  clergy 
for  arrears  of  tithes  would  be  extinguished 
by  the  Resolution  ?  It  was  possiUe  that 
there  might  be  arrears  of  an  older  dale 
than  1831.  He  thought  it  desirable  that 
the  Resolution,  if  agreed  to,  ahould  be 
carried  at  as  early  a  period  as  possiUe, 
and  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  have  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
measure  clearly  and  distinctly  uniknlood 
in  Ireland. 

Lord  AUhorp  said,  that  considering  the 
situation  in  which  the  clergy  of  the  Es. 
tablished  Church  in  Ireland  were  placed, 
it  was  proposed  by  the  Resolution,  that 
an  advance  should  be  made  to  tticoi  by 
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GoYernmentf  in  lieu  of  the  arrears  for  tithes 
due  fer  1831  and  1832,  and  for  the  whole 
of  thetithea  of  1833,  and  he  was  sure 
that,  OD  that  advance  being  made,  the 
clergy  wonid  give  a  receipt  in  full  for  the 
three  yean  in  question.  With  regard  to 
the  other  portion  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's question,  he  (Lord  Althorp)  had 
only  to  say«  that  thb  was  a  temporary 
measure,  and  that  it  would  not  interfere 
with  any  existing  law  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Show  be^;ed  to  remind  the  noble 
Lord,  that  it  was  in  the  year  1830,  that 
the  systematic  opposition  to  tithe  com- 
menoed  in  Ireland ;  and  he  believed,  that 
in  a  rnqority  of  cases,  the  tithe  of  that 
year  was  now  due.  He  was  however 
persoadedy  that  the  proposition  of  the 
noble  Lord  would  be  received  by  the 
Irish  clergy  in  a  spirit  of  the  utmost 
fairness  and  liberality — with  a  desire  on 
their  parts,  to  make  no  captious  objec- 
tiona,  but  as  far  as  possible,  to  facilitate 
any  arrangement  for  promoting  peace 
and  good*will  amongst  all  parties  con- 
cerned in  the  adjustment  of  their  claims. 

The  House  resumed.  The  Committee 
to  sit  again. 
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Murarms.)  ^etilioM  pramtdL  By  the  Bail  of  Rodiih. 
Aoa  ttM  Piiiiwiiiil  Dt— ilMi  or  Bof le,  ^aimt  IrWi 
Church  Hebna  i  ftom  DubUo,  for  Uic  Better  Obwnraooe 
oT  the  Lord*!  Day  ;  and  by  the  aame,  and  Lord  Surriau)* 
htm  Mfil  WJett,  ■gahiil  8kT«ry«-<»By  the  Duke  of 
Watjummnm,  ftna  noai  ahii%ltatOpBniiwMtinn  to  Wa«- 
India  B)ro|»ietan.— By  Earl  Batbumt,  ftom  Bisley, 
i^plmt  taking  away  the  Eatt-India  Company^  Charter. 

BftBACH  OF  Pkivilboe.]  The  Mar- 
quees of  Westmeath  rose  with  great  pain 
to  make  a  complaint  to  their  Lordships  of 
as  gross  a  Breach  of  Privilege  on  the  part 
of  a  public  Newspaper  towards  an  indivi- 
dual Member  of  their  House  as  had  ever 
been  brought  under  their  notice.  It  was 
to  him  extremely  unpleasant  to  trespass 
on  then"  Lordships  on  a  personal  sulyect, 
but  he  felt  it  necessary  to  exonerate  him- 
self. It  was  not  his  intention,  he  begged 
to  observe,  to  fellow  op  his  complaint  by 
any  nsotioo,  but  simply  to  read  tne  para- 
graph of  which  he  had  to  complain,  and 
Uieo,  in  the  presence  of  their  Lordships, 
to  relhte  Its  contents  as  a  base,  calumni- 
ous, and  abominable  libel  on  his  character, 
as  degrading  from  the  source  from  which 
it  emanated  as,  he  trusted,  it  was  unmerit- 
ed hy  the  mdividnal  on  whom  it  sought 


to  afifix  the  stain.  Having  shown  the 
calumny  of  the  assertions,  he  should  leave 
the  individusl  who  made  them  to  the 
punishment  of  his  own  conscience.  In 
the  Dublin  Evening  Mail  of  Monday  last 
he  found  the  following  passage : — 

''Lord  Westmeath. — By  the  lists  in  the 
London  Papers  it  would  appear,  that  Lord 
Westmeath  voted  in  the  minority  on  the  Duke 
of  Wellington's  Motion  on  Monday  night,  and 
consequently  in  favour  of  Ministers.  We 
are  unwilling,  upon  that  which  has  so  often 
proved  to  be  such  erroneous  authority  as  a 
newspaper  list  to  say  of  Lord  Westmeath  what 
we  think  of  such  base,  shuffling,  and  unworthy 
conduct  as  this,  if  he  have  really  been  guilty 
of  it.  But  the  moment  we  ascertain  the  foct — 
if  it  be  so— we  shall  have  occasion  to  direct 
his  Lordship's  attention  to  some  letters  of  his 
in  our  possession — letters  of  so  strong)  furious, 
and  inflammatory  a  nature — so  grossly  abusive 
of  Ministers,  and  so  virulently  condemnatory 
of  their  measures  and  proceedings,  that  we 
used  our  best  efforts  with  his  Lordship,  and 
successfully,  to  withhold  their  publication.  We 
quarrel  with  no  man  for  bis  politics,  and  we 
respsot  the  person  who,  having  made  his  elec- 
tion and  taken  a  side,  maintains  his  principles 
and  adheres  to  his  party.  But  we  protest 
against,  and  all  honest  men  will  join  in  decry, 
in^,  the  creature  who  shifts  his  position  as  ca- 
pnce  or  interest  may  dictate,  alternating  be- 
tween Whiggism  and  Toryism — now  a  Con- 
servative, and  anon  a  Radical.  It  will  give  us 
sincere  pleasure  to  tind  that  Lord  Westmeath 
did  not  give  the  %'ote  imputed  to  him ;  if  lie 
did,  be  must  abide  tbe  consequences." 

As  he  before  observed,  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  follow  up  his  complaint  by  anv 
motion;  and,  having  read  the  paragraph 
of  which  he  complained,  he  would  at 
once  proceed  to  clear  his  character  from 
the  stigma  which  such  an  accusation,  if 
capable  of  being  corroborated,  would  at- 
tach  to  him  both  as  a  man  and  a  Member 
of  their  Lordships'  Housie.  ft  would  be 
in  the  recollection  of  their  Lordships,  that 
during  the  last  Session  frequent  discus- 
sions took  place  in  their  House  upon  the 
state  of  Ireland,  many  of  their  Lordships 
urging  upon  the  Government  the  necessity 
of  passing  some  measure  to  enforce  the 
due  collection  of  tithes,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  the  authority  of  the  law.  Such 
discussions  at  the  time  he  had  cordially 
lamented,  and  had  even  gone  so  far  as  to 
deprecate  them  on  more  occasions  than 
one.  On  his  return  to  Ireland,  however, 
after  tbe  prorogation  of  Parliament,  be 
discovered  that  the  condition  of  the  conn- 
try  was  certainly  as  bad  as,  if  not  even 
worse  than,  it  had  been  represented ;  and  h« 
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might  then  have  expressed  himself,  both 
in  letters  and  in  conversation,  against  the 
Government  for  having  left  the  country 
so  long  without  the  protection  of  some 
such  measure  as  had  lately  passed.  He 
repeated,  he  did  not  doubt  but  he 
might  have  written  letters,  confidential 
letters,  containing  strong  opinions  upon 
the  state  to  which  the  country  was  re- 
duced ;  but  he  was  conBdeut,  if  any  man 
should  be  found  base  enough  to  publish  to 
the  world  his  letters,  written,  as  he  before 
observed,  in  a  spirit  of  confidence,  and 
never  intended  for  such  publication,  it 
would  appear  he  had  never  stated  in  one 
of  those  letters  that  which,  if  he  had  not 
already  stated,  he  was  not  afraid  then  to 
state  in  their  Lordships'  House.  His 
opinion  being  this,  as  he  stated,  in  favour 
of  some  measure  to  enforce  a  due  observ- 
ance of  the  laws,  it  was  with  great  satis, 
faction  that  he  found  that  a  Bill  with  this 
view  was  introduced  by  the  Government, 
and  he,  from  the  outset,  determined  to 
give  it  his  support  Whether  his*  doing 
so  was  called  Whiggism  or  Toryism  he 
knew  not,  and  cared  not.  To  himself,  as 
a  Member  of  the  Legislature,  and  to  his 
conscience,  it  appeared  but  common  ho- 
nesty to  give  his  support  to  a  measujre 
which  he  firmly  believed  was  requisite  for 
the  preservation  of  his  country.  He  was 
accused  of  being  instigated  in  his  parlia- 
mentary votes  solely  by  considerations  of 
personal  interest,  but  how  was  such  an 
accusation  supported  ?  Was  it  supported 
by  the  fact  of  his  having  voted  against  a 
motion  by  which  the  Coercive  Act  was 
proposed  to  be  made  available  for  the  col- 
lection of  tithes?  Certainly  not.  He  was 
himself  deeply  interested  in  the  collection 
of  tithes,  and  yet  on  principle  he  had  op- 
posed a  motion  which,  if  carried,  would 
nave  enabled  him  to  collect  with  cer- 
tainty a  large  portion  of  his  income. 
The  imputation  of  personal  and  cor- 
rupt motives  contained  in  the  paragraph 
he  had  read  was,  he  submitted,  a  gross, 
an  abominable,  and  a  most  unfounded 
libel*  It  was  true,  although  he  voted  with 
the  Government  for  tlie  Coercion  Act,  he 
did  not  think  it  went  far  enough ;  but,  as 
his  vote  was  given  solely  on  the  principle 
that "  a  bird  in  the  hand  was  worth  two  in 
the  bush,''  it  was  but  natural  for  him  to 
all^e,  that  the  allegation  respecting  that 
vote  was  an  abominable  libel.  Then  with 
respect  to  the  particular  vote  to  which  the 
paragraph  inferred*    When  be  cftme  to 


the  House  upon  the  occasion  of  that  dis- 
cussion, he  was  altogether  undecided  what 
part  he  should  take;  but,  having  heard 
the  speeches  on  both  sides  of  the  question, 
and  in  particular  the  speech  of  the  Noble 
Earl  at  the' head  of  the  Administration » it 
did  appear  to  his  conviction  that,  in  giving 
the  vote  he  did  give — namely,  in  favour  of 
Don  Pedro  as  opposed  to  Don  Miguel — 
he  was  taking  that  part  in  the  discusaion 
which,  as  a  consistent  man,  he  was  bound 
to  take. — Indeed,  but  for  the  fear  of  wea- 
rying their  Lordships*  attention,  he  would 
have  risen  in  explanation  of  his  motives 
for  the  vote  he  intended  giving,  and  to 
have  stated  that  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know 
how  far  it  was  consistent  for  those  who 
had  for  years  so  strenuousfy,  and,  he 
would  say,  properly  exerted  themselves  to 
strangle  the  rising  influence  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Priesthood  in  Ireland,  to 
contend  for  a  government  like  that  of 
Don  Miguel's,  the  main  prop  of  which 
was  the  support  and  countenance  it  re- 
ceived from  the  Roman  Catholic  Ecclesi- 
astics.  Having  thus,  he  hoped,  justified 
his  character  against  the  abominable  stig- 
ma sought  to  be  attached  to  it,  he  had 
but  to  express  his  thanks  to  their  Lord- 
ships for  the  patience  they  had  manifested 
towards  him,  and  to  assure  them,  that, 
whether  his  conduct  was  in  conformity 
with  the  wishes  of  the  violent  paper  to 
which  he  had  referred  or  not,  he  would 
continue  to  take  that  part  which  he  be- 
lieved to  be  honest,  and  which  his  con- 
science might  dictate  to  him  to  be  correct. 

Employment  tor  Agricultural 
Labourers.]  The  Duke  of  Richmond 
said,  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  he  held  in 
his  hand  was,  to  amend  the  Act  of  last 
Session  relative  to  the  better  employment 
of  Agricultural  Labourers  in  certain  dis- 
tricts. That  Act  had  passed  after  some 
discussion,  but  without  any  division,  and 
the  object  of  the  present  Bill  was  to 
explain  parts  of  it  that  were  obscure,  and 
to  add  a  penalty  clause,  the  want  of  which 
in  the  Act,  had  been  felt  in  many  instances. 
He  should  have  done  no  more  than  merely 
state  in  this  manner  the  object  of  the  Bill, 
had  the  observations  on  a  former  evening 
not  been  made,  and  was  there  no  oppo- 
sition expected  from  the  right  reverend 
Prelate  (the  Bishop  of  London),  who  was, 
of  opinion  that  a  labour-rate  was  contnry 
to  principle,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to 

enact  a  seals  of  payment  whicli  would  do 


665 


Snplayment  for 


{JtTKE  13}        AgrictUiural  Labourers,       666 


jastice  to  all  classes.  Though  there  might 
be  some  troth  in  this  latter  remark,  yet  he 
must  say»  that  he  thought  the  principle  of 
giving  the  rate«payers  the  means  of 
employing  the  labourers  in  their  district 
must  be  advanti^eous.  It  could  not  be 
wrong  that  they  should  have  the  expend- 
iture of  their  own  money.  Moreover,  the 
agreement  was  not  binding  unless  sane* 
lioned  by  a  majority  of  the  Justices  in 
Petty  Sessions  assembled,  and  not  quashed 
by  an  appeal  when  it  became  a  contract. 
In  his  hamble  opinion  that  was  a  sufficient 
guarantee  against  any  act  of  injustice. 
He  must,  however,  refer  to  the  papers 
which  were  moved  for  by  the  right  rever- 
end Prelate  on  a  former  occasion,  and 
entreat  their  Lordships  to  believe  that,  in 
the  observations  he  should  make  on  that 
Report,  he  had  not  the  slightest  intention 
to  detract  from  the  merit  of  those  gentle- 
men who  undertook  the  gratuitous,  though 
arduous  and  important  office,  of  Commis- 
sioners to  inquire  iilto  the  present  state 
and  operation  of  the  Poor-laws.  He  would 
call  the  attention  of  their  Lordships, 
particularly,  to  those  parts  of  the  Report 
which  were  favourable  to  this  Bill,  ana  he 
would  leave  to  the  opponents  of  the 
measure  the  task  of  quoting  any  portion 
which  bad  a  contrary  tendency.  The 
Commissioners  stated,  that  they  had  been 
struck  by  the  frequent  recurrence,  in  the 
answers  to  their  inquiries  of  the  suggestion 
of  a  labour-rate.  The  Commissioners  then 
proved  that  a  general  feeling  in  favour  of 
a  labour-rate  existed  in  the  country ;  and 
their  Lordships  would  find  upon  inquiry, 
that  persons  who  had  seen  the  experiment 
tried,  were  of  opinion  that  it  had  worked 
well,  both  for  the  employer  and  the 
employed.  The  Commissioners  proceeded 
to  say,  that  the  expedient  was  generally 
proposed  *  Where  a  portion  of  the  land 
'  in  the  parish  is  not  cultivated  to  the 

*  extent  which  would  beprofitable,although 
'  there  are  labourers  in  the  parish  ready 
'  to  do  the  work,  and  supported  in  idleness 

*  or  unproductive  labour,  in  consequence 

*  of  the  refusal  of  the  occupiers  of  the 
'  land  to  employ  them.    This  is  a  subject 

*  obviously  unfit  for  legislative  interfer- 
'  eoce.  The  refusal  of  an  occupier  to 
'  employ  labour  profitably  must  arise  from 
'  want  of  capital — in  which  case  it  would 

*  not  be  remedied  by  a  labour-rate-^or 

*  from  a  perverseness  so  contrary  to  the 

*  ordinary  principles  of  human  nature  that 
'  it  may  be  safely  left  to  its  own  punish- 


'  ment.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  force 
'  men,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  to  make  a 

*  profitable  use  of  their  capital/  He  had 
not  the  slightest  wish  or  mtention  of  in- 
terfering with  the  profitable  use  of  the 
capital  of  the  occupiers ;  but  the  Legisla- 
ture ought  to  take  care  that  the  labourer 
whose  only  wealth  was  his  labour,  should 
have  the  means  of  supporting  himself  by 
employment,  instead  of  being  dependent 
on  the  overseer  for  relief.  The  second 
case  put  by  the  Commissioners  was  this : — 
'  'Where  the  labourers  in  the  parish  are 
'  more  than  are  wanted  for  the  profitable 
^  cultivation  of  the  whole  of  the  land,  and  a 
'  portion  of  them  who,  if  employed,  or  still 
'  furtherculti  vating  the  land,  wouldeam  not 
'  the  whole,  but  a  part  of  their  mainte- 
'  nance,  are  supported  in  idleness,  or  in 
'  comparatively  unproductive  labour,  in 
'  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the  occu- 
'  piers,  or  of  some  of  the  occupiers,  to 
'  employ  them  in  further  cultivation,  at  a 
'  loss,  indeed,  but  at  not  so  great  a  loss, 

*  as  is  actually  incurred.'  To  this  case  of 
the  existence  of  surplus  labourers,  whose 
services  were  wholly,  or  almost  wholly 
wasted,  but  which  might  be  turned  to  some 
account,  the  Commissioners  eave  the 
following  answer : — '  That  they  nave  met 
with  many  cases  in  which  an  agreement 
'  among  the  occupiers  to  divide  among 
'  themselves,  the  surplus  labourers  has 

*  immediately  been  beneficial,  has  dimin- 
'  ished  the  rates,  increased  the  fund  for 
'  the  payment  of  labour,  and  improved  the 
'  character  and  condition  of  those  labourers 
'  whom  it  has  taken  into  farm-service  from 
'  the  roads  or  the  gravel-pit.'  That  was 
in  fact  one  of  the  great  objects  contemplated 
by  the  Bill,  and  yet  those  gentlemen  put 
forth  that  as  an  argument  against  it. 
The  Commissioners  went  on  to  state, 
'  That  they  have  met  with  a  still  greater 

*  number  of  instances  by  which  one  oir 

*  more  individual  occupiers  have,  by  their 
'  resistance,  either  prevented  or  occasioned 
^  such  an  agreement  to  be  discontinued, 
'  or  have  obtained  an  unfair  advantage  by 
'  participating  in  the  reduction  of  rates 

*  without  contributing  to  the  process  by 
'  which  that  reduction  has  been  effected.' 
Yet  the  Commissioners  said,  that  the  evil 
seemed  to  them,  in  the  first  place,  unfit 
for  Legislative  interference,  and  that  it 
arose  either  from  a  want  of  capital,  or  a 
perverseness  of  disposition.  The  first  a 
labour-rate  would  not  amend,  and  the 
other  might  safely  be  left  to  the  operation 
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of  its  own  punishment.    With   this  he 
could  not  bring  himself  to  agree.    They 
next  remarked  that  it  was  an  evil  that 
those  labourers,  who,  if  employed  by  the 
rate-payers,  would  at  least  earn  half  their 
subsistence,   were    now  wholly   kept    in 
idleness.     How  did   the    Commissioners 
answer  that?    Why,  they  admitted  that 
in  many  cases  >»here  the  rate-payers  had 
agreed  to  divide  among  themselves  the 
surplus  labour  of  the  parish,  great  advan- 
tages had  arisen — an     admission  which 
overthrew  one  of  their  former  objections. 
As  to  the  Pulborough  case  on  which  the 
Commissioners  had  dwelt  he  would  make 
a  few  remarks.  They  said  in  the  labour-rate 
agreement  lately  proposed  at  Pulborough, 
in  Sussex,  the   clergyman's  tithes  were 
rated  at  1 ,050^.  a-year,  and  he  was  con- 
sequently required*either  to  take  thirty-fiVe 
labourers,  or  pay  the  parish  a  sum  equal 
to  what  would  have  been  their  wages. 
Against   any  system   which  perpetrates 
such  fVaud  and  injustice  the  Commissioners 
enter    their    strongest    protest.     Protest 
indeed !  well,  they  might,  but  his  answer 
was  that  that  agreement  was  never  carried 
into  execution.     It    was  taken   to    (he 
Petworth  Petty  Sessions,  and  there  re- 
scinded.   But  independently  of  that  "it 
was  not  fair  to  quote  Pulborough,  which 
was,  he  admitted,  in  a  most  distressing 
situation,  owing  to  the  want  of  harmony 
between  the  rector  and  the  parishioners. 
The  consequence  was,  that  from  100  to 
150  labourers  were  placed  upon  the  roads, 
because  no  other  employment  could  be 
found  for  them.  The  Commissioners  then 
objected  to  the  scheme,  because,  as  they 
said,  it  would  enable  the  majority  of  those 
present  to  bind  the  rest,  by  which  small 
parties  would  be  enabled,  by  connivance 
amongst  themselves,  to  form  a  majority  at 
any  given  meeting,  and  thus  inflicta  labour- 
rate  against  the  judgment  of  almost  the 
whole  parish.  The  supposition  was  ratheran 
unfortunate  one,  for  it  required  a  majority 
of  three-fourths  of  the  persons  present  tb 
make  the  rate,  and  if  the  parishioners  did 
not  choose  to  attend  after  clue  notice,  they 
must  blame  themselves.     The  Commis- 
sioners carried  their  supposition  so  far  as 
to  say,  that  a  few  members  of  factories 
might  pauperise  a  whole  manufacturing 
town,  by  removing  from  the  scene  of  their 
o()erations  with  the  spoil  they  had  accumu- 
lated.    The  answer  to  that  extravagant 
supposition   was,  that  as  manufacturers 
did  not  shift  from  one  town  to  another, 


the  effect  would  Ml  on  those  who  caused 
it,  as  well  as  on  the  rest,  and  also  that 
this  Bill  was  not  to  take  eiibet  in  a  town 
with  more  than  one  parish.  The  mana- 
facturers  supposed  by  the  CommfssMMierB 
appeared  to  him  to  be  of  that  class  wbicb 
travelled  in  covered  carts  from  one  common 
to  another,  and  who  did  too  often  fan  off 
with  whatever  spoil  they  could  lay  their 
hands  on.  Having  said  this  in  answer  ta 
the  objections  made  by  the  Gommission- 
ers,  he  should  now  proceed  to  speak  of 
the  practical  effect  of  this  Bill.  He  bad 
received  letters  from  diflbrent  parte  of  the 
country  on  this  subject— from  parte  where 
the  experiment  had  been  tried,  and  where 
consequently  the  opinions  were  Ibnned 
from  practice  not  fiom  hypothesis.  He 
would,  with  their  Lordships'  permission, 
read  some  of  those  communioaticma.  The 
noble  Duke  accordingly  read  extracts  from 
a  great  number  of  communicalioaay  ex- 
pressing opinions  highly  favoarable  to  the 
Act.  The  first  of  these  was  from  a 
Magistrate  of  a  parish  id  Sussex.  That 
letter  stated,  that  in  that  parish  there  had 
beenthirty-twomen  whohad  beenemployed 
upon  the  roads  befbre  the  lalK»ur-rate  was 
adopted;  that  they  had  been  idle  and 
discontented,  bat  that  since  that  rate  had 
been  adopted,  only  two  had  been  so 
employed ;  that  no  complaints  were  now 
heard  either  from  the  overseer  or  the  men, 
and  that  a  saving  of  500/.  had  been 
effected.  The  next  letter  was  from  the 
parish  of  Henfield,  and  stated,  that  the 
saving  effected  had  equalled  the  aum  of 
600i.,  and  that  the  state  of  affairs  since 
the  adoption  of  the  labour-rate  had 
been  roost  satisfactory.  The  third  letter 
related  to  Wanham,  and  was  from  Sir  T. 
Shelley,  an  active  Magistrate,  who  stated 
that  the  Bill  had  perfectly  succeeded  in 
that  parish,  and  that  the  consequence  of 
it  was,  that  no  labourer  was  oat  of  work 
during  the  whole  of  the  winter.  In  West 
Qrinstead,  Sir  Charles  Burrelt  said,  that 
the  system  was  stated  to  hAve  answered 
the  expectations  of  its  most  ardent  well- 
wishers.  In  Chichester  the  report  made 
was,  that  the  people  felt  convinced  that 
this  Act  would  do  great  good ;  and  that 
unless  something  of  the  kind  had  been 
done,  they  should  have  been  ruined  by 
their  poor.  He  had  a  similar  testimony 
from  Gloorestershire.  From  Badingham, 
a  parish  in  Suffolk,  the  report  sent  up  was 
that  by  the  operation  of  the  labour-rate,  a 
sum  of  100/.  had  been  saved  in  a  few 
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veeks.  From  another  place  in  the 
same  county,  it  was  stated,  that  after 
the  experience  they  had  had  of  it, 
they  could  not  speak  too  highly  of  the 
labonr-rate.  From  Potten  Island,  word 
was  sent  that  the  bill,  so  far  as  they  had 
seen  its  operation,  had  given  universal  sa- 
tisfaction. From  Moulton  the  account 
was,  that  only  one-half  the  amount  of  ex- 
penditure was  required  in  February  and 
March  that  had  been  required  in  Decem- 
ber and  January,  and  yet  that  the  labourers 
were  in  a  better  condition.  The  same  was 
stated  to  have  been  the  eflfect  in  other  pa- 
rishes, although,  from  the  unfortunate  state 
of  the  weather,  as  it  regarded  agricultural 
employment,  the  labourer  would,  otherwise, 
have  been  quite  destitute.  From  Buck- 
inghamshire, the  report  was,  that  it  had 
done  great  good,  and  that  it  had  tended  to 
unite  those  classes,  who  had  too  long  been 
severed  from  each  other.  From  Hamp- 
shire, Mr.  Reader,  an  active  Magistrate, 
sent  word,  that  it  had  acted  most  behefi- 
cially — ^that  it  had  kept  down  the  poor's 
rates — that  the  men  were  employed — and 
that  the  poor  men  had  been  prevented  from 
clubbing  their  discontents,  and  hatching 
mischiefs.  From  Hampden,  the  Report 
had  been  most  favourable;  and  from 
Farnham,  the  statement  made  was,  that 
in  the  winter  of  1831-1832,  196  men  had 
been  upon  the  parish ;  but  that  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1833,  there  were  ohly  twelve — that 
a  saving  of  84/.  had  been  made  in  eight 
weeks — that  there  had  been  no  fires,  no 
depredaiions,Viodistttrbances.  At  Marlow, 
eighty — nay,  he  might  say  100  labourers 
had  been  taken  from  the  poor*s  rates ;  and 
from  Enfield,  he  had  evidence  of  its  great 
utility.  In  Surrey,  he  had  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Holme  Sumner  for  saying,  that  in 
many  parts  it  had  produced  the  most  ad- 
vantageous results ;  and,  in  the  report  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  who  visited 
Warburton,  great  benefits  were  attributed 
to  its  operation.  Their  Lordships  would 
see  from  these  testimonials,  that  not  only 
in  every  instance  had  the  Act  reduced  the 
poor's  rates,  but  it  had  done  more — it  had 
efiected  an  object  of  much  higher  import- 
ance, in  finding  constant  employment  at  a 
fiiir  rate  of  wages,  for  large  bodies  of  la- 
bourers. It  precluded  the  necessity  of 
sending  young  married  men  on  the  high 
roads,  by  which,  they  became  bad  workmen 
and  worse  subjects.  It  made  them  inde- 
pendent, and  showed  them  the  value  and 
the  comfort  of  peace,  good  order,  and  in- 


dustrious habits.  It  took  away  the  tempt- 
ation, which  was  continually  before  their 
eyes,  to  do  one  of  two  things : — First,  to 
make  an  early  and  improvident  marriage, 
by  which  the  labourer,  having  nothing  to 
do,  hoped  to  force  the  farmer  to  give  him 
employ:  or,  secondly*  being  placed  in 
gangs  on  the  road,  and  becoming  dissatis- 
fied with  his  miserable  pittance,  recklessly 
committing  offences  against  the  laws  of  his 
country.  This  was  no  new,  no  hypothe- 
tical case,  but  one  oflen  occurring.  In 
order  to  illustrate  this  part  of  his  case,  he 
would  read  an  extract  from  an  Appeal  to 
the  Justice  of  his  Country,  by  an  agricul- 
tural labourer,  who  was  tried  for  Machine- 
breaking,  at  Salisbury,  in  1831.  It  was 
this:  *  But  I  am  told,  I  am  indebted  to  the 
benevolence  of  the  law,  for  a  provisbn 
against  want.  My  Lords,  it  is  the  mode, 
in  which  this  benevolent  law  is  adminis- 
tered by  the  legal  authorities,  that  has 
brought  me  ikito  the  unhappy  position  in 
which  I  now  stand.  I  am  unmarried ; 
and  for  this  reason  alone,  durtne  nearly 
one-half  of  the  year,  I  am  refused  all  em- 
ployment by  the  farmers  of  my  neigli- 
bourhood.  They  prefer  the  men  of  large 
families,  because,  as  they  truly  say,  they 
must  keep  them;  and,  whatever  wages 
they  pay  them  go  to  save  the  Poor-rate ; 
whereas,  if  they  employed  me,  the  same 
wages  would  be  far  more  than  I  can 
claim  from  that  rate;  and,  by  not 
doing  so,  thoy  save  that  difference. 
My  Lords,  I  humbly  beg  to  represent, 
that  the  difieronce  which  they  save,  as 
employers  and  rate-payers,  I  lose.  I  am 
prevented,  through  no  fault  of  my  own, 
but  solely,  through  my  being  unburthened 
with  a  family,  from  earning  fair  wages  in 
an  industrious  employment,  and  driven 
to  apply  to  the  overseer,  to  save  me  IVom 
starvation.  The  overseer  sends  me  to 
work  for  those  very  farmers  who  refused 
to  employ  me  voluntarily,  to  work  on  their 
farms,  and  for  their  profit,  at  a  rate  of  6d, 
a-day.  My  natural  sense  of  justice  re- 
volts, at  beinsc  required  to  do  the  same 
work  for  6<f.,  for  which,  other  and  weaker 
men  than  myself,  working  by  my  side, 
receive  2i.,  because  they  have  a  wife  and 
family.  The  overseer  takes  me  before  a 
Magistrate,  for  not  doing  as  much  work 
as  the  man  who  receives  fbur  times  as 
much  pay  as  myself,  and  the  Magistrate 
commits  me  to  gaol.'  It  was  to  aflTord 
employment — to  mitigate  the  evils  here 
alluded  to — that  the  measure  of  last  8es- 
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sion  was  brought  before  Parliaments  It 
had  been  found,  in  practice,  to  exceed  the 
most  sanguine  expectations.  He  hoped 
be  should  not  be  misunderstood.  He  did 
not  propose  the  measure  as  a  cure  for  all 
evils,  under  which  the  agricultural  popu- 
lation was  suiFering,  nor  as  a  remedy  for 
those  produced  by  the  mal-administration 
of  the  Poor-laws.  He  brought  it  forward  as 
a  temporary  measure,  and  as  a  palliative 
for  present  evils,  till  a  more  permanent 
amelioration  could  be  decided  on.  And 
here  he  would  express  his  sincere  hope, 
that  the  Session  would  not  be  allowed  to 
conclude,  without  some  step  being  taken 
towards  the  improvement  of  those  laws, 
which,  though  originally  passed  with  the 
benevolent  intention  of  protecting  the 
poor,  had  become  the  cause  of  much  dis- 
tress and  crime.  He  would  just  remind 
the  House,  that  this  Bill  would  not  again 
have  come  before  their  Lordships,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  accidental  omission  of  a 
penalty  clause;  and  with  the  assurance 
that  he  should  not  object  to  the  insertion 
of  any  clause,  which  they  might  think  a 
desirable  addition,  he  would  express  an 
earnest  hope,  that  their  Lordships  would 
permit  it  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Bishop  of  London  said,  he  felt  ex- 
tremely indisposed  to  oppose  the  second 
reading  of  any  bill,  which  was  brought  for- 
ward under  the  auspices  of  the  noble  Duke. 
He  knew  well  the  excellent  motives  which 
influenced  all  his  conduct  in  that  House  ; 
and  great  was  his  reluctance,  therefore,  in 
opposing  the  present  Motion.  But  that 
respect  would  not,  of  course,  deter  him 
from  the  performance  of  what  he  consi- 
dered to  be  a  duty.  He  felt  himself  bound 
to  oppose  this  measure — first,  as  a  member 
of  the  Poor-law  Commission,  and  in  the 
next  place,  as  the  protector  of  an  order  of 
men,  for  whose  benefit  this  measure  was 
kindly  intended,  but  whose  ruin,  in  his 
opinion,  it  would  ultimately  prove.  Indeed, 
he  would  not  have  come  forward,  if  he 
were  not  satisfied  the  measure  would  prove 
downright  ruinous  to  those  very  parties 
whose  privations  it  was  hoped  to  diminish. 
With  respect  to  the  document,  from  which 
quotations  had  been  read,  he  did  not  think 
the  noble  Duke  had  treated  the  Poor-law 
Commissioners  very  fairly.  The  noble 
Duke  read  certain  portions  of  the  Com- 
missioners' answer  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  in  favour  of  a  certain  kind  of 
rate ;  but  he  passed  over  those  which  told 
against  the  present  one.    The  Commis- 


sioners said,   there    were    many    places 
where  a  labour- rate  would  prove  highly  be* 
neficial,  when  it  was  founded  on  just  and 
tolerable  principles.     He  denied,  however, 
that  the  Commissioners  had,  in  any  part 
of  their  report,  been  inconsistent,  as  might 
be  inferred  from  the  argument  of  the  noble 
Duke.     What  did  this  Bill  do  ?   It  gave  a 
power  to  a  certain  class  of  men,  to  inflict 
positive  injury  on  the  proprietors  of  land. 
Look  to  the  case  at  Pulborough,  to  which 
the  noble  Duke  had  referred.     The  living 
was  worth  I,050Z.;  and,  for  the  non-em- 
ployment of  labourers,  fines  to  the  amount 
of  900Z.  were  sought  to  be  infiicted.     This, 
he  contended,  showed  the  injustice  of  the 
Bill.    The  case  was  brought  before  the 
Magistrates ;  they  did  not  refuse  to  inquire 
into  it;  but  they  dismissed  it  on  some 
technical  defect,  and  decided  that  the  rate 
should  not  be  paid.     Now,  with  all  respect 
for  the  country  Magistracy,  he  did  not 
think  Uiey  were  always  competent  to  decide 
on  nice  and  disputed  points  of  law;  and 
he  would  say,  that  power  ought  not  to 
have  been  given  to  any  two  Magistrates, 
even  to  permit,  as  they  might  have  done  ia 
this  instance,  that  such  an  act  of  injustice 
as    he   had   described     might    be    per- 
petrated.    It  was  true  that   that  parti* 
cular  case  had  been  dismissed ;  but,  un- 
just as  it  was,  it  might  have  been  otherwise. 
As  to  the  extracts  which  the  noble  Duke 
had  read  in  favour  of  the  measure,  he 
should  only  say,  that  the  Commissioners 
had  stated,  as  strongly  as  the  noble  Duke 
had  done,  that  in  many  instances,  the  sys- 
tem had  been  found  to  have  done  good, 
and  that,  under  it,  considerable  employ- 
ment for  the  labouring  poor  had  beea  ob- 
tained ;  but  if  they  viewed  its  operation 
generally^  a  different  result  would  be  ob- 
tained.     A  Bill,  the  principle  of  which 
was  much  the  same  as  that  of  the  present, 
was  introduced  into  that  House  by  aaoble 
Earl  in  1831.     On  that  occasion^  he  Iiad 
stated  his  objections  to  it,  on  the  score  of 
general  policy  as  well  as  of  principle ; 
feeling  that  it  would  deeply  injure  a  parti- 
cular class  of  individuals,  whose  interest  it 
was  his  duty  to  protect.    A  noble  Lord 
observed,  in  the  course  of  that  discussion, 
that  "  he  believed  the  Bill  to  be  radically 
wrong  in  principle.     It  put  the  provident 
and  the  improvident  man  on  a  level.     It 
absolutely  encouraged  an  opinion,  which 
unfortunately    prevailed    amongst    some 
classes,  that,  whether  a  man  was  prudent 
or  imprudent,  he  deserved  Uie  same  pro- 
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vision.'*  That,  in  his  opinion,  really  was 
the  fact.  Another  noble  Lord,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  objected  to  the  mea- 
sure on  that  occasion,  observing,  that  *'  he 
considered  it  highly  objectionable,  because 
it  interfered  with  the  farmer  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  property,  and  made  it  his 
interest  to  employ  the  cheapest  and  the 
worst  workmen.*'  In  answer  to  these  ob- 
servations, the  noble  Lord  who  introduced 
that  Bill  stated,  that  it  was  not  to  be  a 
fixed  measare,  but  to  be  restricted  to  two 
years ;  but  to  that  remark  the  noble  Mar- 
quess objected,  as  he  now  objected,  that  if 
the  Bill  were  once  permitted  to  be  passed, 
there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  getting 
rid  of  it.  Now,  let  the  House  look  to  the 
ftttoie  effects  of  the  measure  at  present 
before  them.  Take  a  parish  with  100  la- 
boorers,  and  having  employment  for  only 
eighty  of  them.  The  labour-rate  was 
cidlea  for,  and  the  twenty  surplus  labourers 
were  set  to  work.  But  would  they  be 
taken  at  the  same  rate  as  was  paid  to  diose 
whose  services  were  found  absolutely  ne- 
cessary? Was  that  possible?  But  if 
ibey  were  so  paid,  must  it  not  be  out  of 
the  pockets  of  those  employers,  who  did 
not  want  their  services  ?  This  be  took  to 
be  an  act  of  injustice.  The  noble  Duke 
contended,  that  the  present  Bill  would 
hinder  early  and  improvident  marriages ; 
but  from  that  opinion  he  entirely  dissented. 
Let  such  a  rate  once  be  allowed,  and  they 
would  be  compelled  to  go  on,  continually 
increasing  it,  till  the  whole  property  of  the 
country  was  absorbed,  and  that,  not  from 
tlie  efiect  of  a  badly-administered  law,  but 
by  the  direct  recognition  of  Parliament. 
The  measure,  the  noble  Duke  said,  was 
intended  merely  as  a  palliative.  Now,  in 
Lis  opinion,  it  was  not  wise  to  palliate  the 
symptoms  of  disease.  They  might,  per- 
haps, ease  a  patient  for  a  time,  by  taking 
blood  highly  excited  from  him ;  but  was  it 
sensible  to  transfuse  that  blood  into  the 
veins  of  another  ?  Their  Lordships  ought 
not  to  attempt  to  relieve  one  class  of  the 
community  at  the  expense  of  another, 
when  tliey  were  prepared,  as  he  had  no 
doubt  their  Loraships  were  prepared,  to 
remove  the  evils  of  every  class.  With 
regafd  to  the  answer  of  the  Poor- 
law  Commissioners  to  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  it  was  only  fair 
to  state,  that  it  was  not  unanimously 
agreed  to.  One  of  the  Commissioners,  a 
gentleman  of  great  experience,  Mr. 
Suirges  Bourne,  could  not  agree  with  his 
VOL.  XVIII.  {JS-} 


brother  Commissioners.  He  thought,  that 
the  principle  of  a  labour-rate  was  in- 
curably vicious,  but  that,  the  evils  of  it 
might  be  mitigated  much  more  than  they 
were  by  the  present  Bill.  The  right 
reverend  Prelate  further  said,  another  evil 
that  he  saw  in  this  measure  was,  that  all 
property  was  rated  alike,  whether  arable 
or  pasture.  It  was  most  unfair  also  to 
rate  tithes  on  the  same  scale  with  other 
things;  indeed,  they  ought  not,  in  any 
case,  to  be  rated  with  agricultural  pro- 
perty. Mr.  Lowman,  in  his  admirable 
work  lately  published,  had  clearly  shown 
the  injustice  of  this  mode  of  rating.  In 
fact,  as  far  as  the  clergy  were  concerned, 
he  could  prove,  by  letters,  that  if  the  mea- 
sure were  carried,  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  depriving  them  of  the  means  of  exist- 
ence. He  likewise  insisted,  that  the  ex- 
periment of  labour-rates  had  not  yet  been 
fairly  tried.  Where  the  results  were  likely 
to  be  of  such  great  consequence,  their 
Lordships  ought  not  to  think  an  experi- 
ment fairly  tried  which  had  only  been  in 
operation  for  nine  months.  Before  the 
next  Session,  the  House  would  have 
greater  experience,  and  would  therefore 
be  able  to  legislate  better  on  this  subject 
He  likewise  called  the  attention  of  their 
Lordships  to  the  fact,  that  the  noble  Duke 
had  not  adverted  to  the  mode  in  which 
this  Bill  would  affect  the  free  circulation  of 
labour.  That  free  circulation  was  already 
greatly  impeded  by  the  Poor-laws ;  but 
this  Bill  would  dam  it  up,  and  stop  it  en- 
tirely. In  many  parishes  (he  himself  had 
known  instances  of  the  case),  farmers 
would  be  compelled  immediately  to  dis- 
miss their  best  labourers,  because  they  did 
not  belong  to  the  parish.  The  right 
reverend  Prelate  proceeded  to  read  the 
Report  of  one  of  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners, to  show  the  evils  which  resulted 
from  the  false  principle  of  the  Poor-laws, 
that  every  man  who  wanted  relief  was 
entitled  to  it,  simply  because  he  wanted 
it,  and  without  reference  to  other  con- 
siderations. He  opposed  the  Bill  also  on 
the  ground  that  (as  indeed  he  had  inci- 
dentally shown  in  what  he  had  taken  the 
liberty  of  stating  to  their  Lordships)  it 
would  be  injurious  to  the  labourers  them- 
selves— to  their  character,  their  comfort, 
and  their  happiness.  On  that  ground,  and 
because  the  Bill  in  other  respects  would 
be  a  bad  one  at  any  period,  and  was  espe- 
cially bad  at  such  a  period  as  the  present, 
.he  must  oppose  it.  The  noble  Duke  had 
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spoken  of  amendments  in  the  Committee ; 
but  what  the  nature  of  those  amendments 
was,  the  noble  Doke  had  not  explained. 
He  (the  Bishop  of  London)  feared,  that 
the  Bill  was  not  susceptible  of  any  amend- 
ment by  which  it  would  be  rendered  not 
decidedly  objectionable.  It  would  be  ne- 
cessary first  to  alter  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  before  its  details  could  be  improved. 
In  his  opinion,  the  best  course  their  Lord- 
ships could  pursue,  would  be  to  throw  the 
Bill  out,  with  a  view,  if  any  measure  on  the 
subject  were  immediately  necessary  (which, 
however,  was  not  his  opinion),  to  the  intro- 
duction of  a  new  bill.  He  apologized  to 
their  Lordships  for  having  trespassed  so 
long  on  their  attention ;  but,  independently 
of  his  duty  as  one  of  his  Majesty's  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  Poor-laws,  he  had  a  duty  to 
perform  as  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel. 
There  was  no  subject  which  added  so 
cruelly  to  the  labour  of  a  cleiigyman, 
which  so  frequently  crossed  his  path, 
which  so  completely  nullified  his  efforts, 
and  which  placed  him  in  the  painful 
situation  of  appearing  to  uphold  one  class 
of  the  community  at  the  expense  of 
another,  as  tlio  state  of  the  Poor-laws. 
Under  the  present  pernicious  system, 
aggravated  as  it  was  by  frequent  attempts 
at  legislative  correction,  it  was  utterly  im- 
possible for  the  ministers  of  the  Establish- 
ed Church  to  do  their  duty  beneficially  to 
the  country.  Under  all  these  circum- 
stances, he  would  move,  as  an  Amend- 
ment, that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time 
that  day  three  months. 

The  Marquess  of  Lamdown  compli. 
mented  the  right  reverend  Prelate  on  the 
clear  and  explicit  manner  in  which  he 
had  stated  his  opinion  on  this  most  im- 
portant subject.  He  (the  Marquess  of 
Lansdown)  felt  himself  in  a  painful  situa- 
tion on  the  question;  for,  having  had 
much  experience  respecting  it,  he  was 
compelled  to  say,  that  he  assented  to  every 
one  of  the  principles  which  had  been  laid 
down  by  the  right  reverend  Prelate ;  and 
that  he  continued  to  entertain  every  opin- 
ion which  he  had  formerly  expressed, 
when  a  Bill  proposed  by  a  noble  Earl 
opposite  was  under  consideration,  for 
which  Bill  his  noble  friend*s  Bill  was 
tendered  as  a  substitute,  and  passed. 
Nevertheless,  he  was  desirous  that  the 
present  Bill  should  go  into  a  Committee, 
as  a  temporary  measure  only ;  with  this 
knowledge  and  avowal,  that,  great  as  was 


the  necessity  for  a  remedy  in  the  adminis* 
tration  of  the  Poor-laws,  the  present  was 
not  the  moment  in  which  to  propose  a 
remedy,  or  to  endeavour  to  sweep  away 
all  the  existing  abuses.  All,  inde^,  that 
he  had  to  complain  of  in  the  obaervatioos 
of  the  right  reverend  Prelate,  and  in  the 
Report  of  the  Commissioners^  was,  that 
they  dwelt  on  what  they  termed  the 
permanent  disadvantages  of  his  noble 
friend's  Bill,  as  if  it  were  proposed  to 
engraft  that  Bill  on  the  system  perma- 
nently, while  all  that  his  noble  friend 
proposed  was,  to  divert  for  the  present  into 
a  more  useful  channel,  the  money  which, 
under  any  circumstances,  roust  continue 
to  be  raised  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor.  He  felt  strongly,  that  if  it  were 
possible  to  get  rid  of  the  vicious  principle 
of  the  Bill  (as  well  described  by  the  right 
reverend  Prelate),  which  tended  to  create 
a  demand  for  labour  where  it  did  not 
exist — if  it  were  possible  to  get  rid  of  the 
principle  of  mixing  wages  with  roUef,  ha 
would  at  once  urge  bis  noble  friend  to 
withdraw  his  Bill.  But,  looking  at  the 
various  modes  which  had  been  resorted  to 
in  different  parishes,  he  could  not  admit 
that  they  were  better  than  that  compre- 
hended in  his  noble  friend's  measure*  So 
little  were  the  expedients  to  which  he  ad- 
verted calculated  to  raise  the  character  of 
the  labourers,  that  they  were  calculated 
to  keep  the  labourers  in  a  state  of  degra- 
dation which  would  disqualify  them  for 
receiving  any  amelioration  of  their  condi> 
tion  which  the  Legislature  might  hereafter 
possess  the  means  of  affording.  Every 
mode  ought  to  be  adopted  which  it  was 
possible  to  adopt,  to  maintain  the  charac- 
ter of  the  labourer,  and  to  keep  him  in  a 
state  of  comparative  independence;  and 
that  was  the  object  of  the  present  Bill ; 
and  in  so  far  it  was  much  preferable  lo 
the  system,  which  in  many  parts  of  tlie 
country,  and  especially  in  the  West  of 
England,  exposed  the  labourer  to  a  degra- 
dation which  would  unfit  him  for  any 
future  improvement.  It  was  undoubtedly 
true,  that  the  Bill  might  be  liable  to  abuse, 
but  it  might  undergo  correction  in  the 
Committee.  What  it  principally  did  was* 
to  enlarge  the  power  of  the  parislies  to 
employ  the  funas  which  must  be  raised. 
It  did  not  give  power  to  raise  any  new 
sum  ;  but  it  merely  divested  the  existing 
system  of  some  of  its  vices,  until  their 
Lordships  fell  themselves  in  a  situation  to 
adopt  some  more  extensive  measure.  Ad- 
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verting  to  the  Report  of  tbe  Commis- 
sionen,  the  noble  Marquess  main  tamed, 
that  the  evils  to  which  that  Report  re- 
ferred, were  the  evils  of  the  existing  sys- 
tem, and  not  of  his  noble  friend's  Bill. 
The  provisions  of  that  Bill  would  rarely  be 
applied  in  towns  by  the  manufacturer  or 
the  tradesman ;  its  great  object  was,  to 
keep  the  agricultural  labourer  in  a  state 
of  comparative  independence.  It  was, 
however,  only  as  a  temporary  measure 
that  he  voted  for  it ;  although  he  was 
afraid  a  permanent  measure  could  not  be 
proposed  in  the  present  Session,  as  it  was 
not  probable  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners could  be  made,  until  nearly  the 
end  of  the  Session,  if  then. 

The  Earl  of  WinckUiea  trusted,  that 
their  Lordships  would  agree  to  his  noble 
Friend's  Bill,  unless  they  were  prepared 
to  pass  some  other  measure  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  those  demoralizing 
effects  which  that  Bill  was  calculated  to 
diminish.  It  had  been  already  stated  by 
his  noble  fViend  and  himself,  that  the  Bill 
was  only  temporary.  As  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Bill,  he  (Lord  Winchilsea) 
had  had  experience  of  it  in  several  pa- 
rishes; and  it  appeared  to  be  very  fairly 
administered.  The  right  reverend  rrelate 
<^mplained,  that  land  of  different  descrip- 
tions— arable,  pasture,  and  woodland — 
were  equally  rated.  In  the  parishes  with 
which  he  (I/ord  Winchilsea)  was  acquaint- 
H,  that  was  not  the  case.  Indeed,  no 
one  acquainted  with  agricultnral  matters 
would,  he  should  think,  put  different  de- 
scriptions of  land  on  the  same  footinc;  in 
that  respect.  He  trusted  their  Lordships 
would  allow  the  Bill  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee. He  should  have  no  objection  to 
the  proposition,  that  the  tithe-owner 
should  have  his  choice  if  he  would  be 
brought  under  the  operation  of  the  Bill  or 
not ;  and  that  an  average  should  be  taken 
of  the  rates  for  four  years.  The  Bill  had 
t^ded  much  to  improve  the  morals  of  the 
Isbouring  classes,  who  had  been  greatly 
demoralized  by  the  system  which  had 
compelled  them  to  receive  a  pittance  from 
the  parish.  He  admitted,  that  in  prin- 
ciple, the  measure  was  not  altogether  un- 
^ceptionable.  But  such  had  bt^en  the 
mal-administratfon  of  the  Poor-laws,  that 
it  was  exceedingly  desirable  to  embrace  a 
mode  of  getting  rid  of  even  a  portion  of 
the  evil  which  had  resulted  from  it. 

The  Marquess  of  Salithury  regretted, 
that  the  noble  Duke  had  thought  fit  to 


extend  his  measure  beyond  a  mere  ex- 
planatory enactment.  He  particularly  ob- 
jected to  that  part  of  the  Bill  which  em- 
powered three*fourths  of  a  parish  to  en- 
force a  labour  rate. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  said,  that  the 
Bill  did  not  give  that  power  to  three- 
fourths  of  the  parish,  but  to  three-fourths 
of  those  present  in  the  vestry. 

The  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells  assent- 
ed to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  because  he 
thought,  that  the  power  with  which  it 
invested  Magistrates  of  giving  employ- 
ment to  the  labouring  poor  would  have 
the  effect  of  preventing  much  misery. 
He  should  give  his  vote  for  the  second 
reading. 

The  Marquess  of  Bute  objected  to  the 
principle  on  which  the  Bill  proceeded; 
but,  after  the  assurance  given  bv  the  noUe 
Duke,  that  the  measure  was  onlv  intended 
to  be  a  temporary  one,  and  entertaining  a 
hope  that  some  of  its  objectionable  pro- 
visions might  be  modified  in  Committee, 
he  should  not  divide  the  House  against 
the  second  reading. 

Lord  Wynfard  concurred  in  every  word 
that  had  been  uttered  by  the  right  reverend 
Prelate  (the  Bishop  of  London)  on  this 
subject.  He  conceived,  that  the  Bill  re- 
vived all  the  vicious  principles  of  the 
Poor-law,  and  remedied  none  of  its  de- 
fects. He  trusted,  from  what  the  noble 
Marquess  (the  Marquess  of  Lansdown) 
had  said,  that  tithes  would  not  be  affected 
by  the  Bill.  If  that  species  of  property 
were  subjected  to  a  labour- rate  under  this 
Bill,  it  would,  in  effect,  be  extinguished, 
and  that,  too,  without  commutation. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  begged  to  in- 
form the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  that  he 
could  not  be  a  party  to  any  agpreement 
to  the  effect  that  tithes  should  not  be 
rated.  If  tithes  were  taken  in  kind,  it 
was  but  just  that  they  should  pay  the 
labour-rate ;  and  they  ought  only  to  be 
exempted  in  cases  where  a  composition 
was  made,  with  an  agreement  that  the 
parishioners  should  pay  the  labour-rate. 
He  did  not  understand  the  reason  of 
the  extreme  jealousy  which  was  mani- 
fested on  the  subject  of  tithes.  The  Bill 
did  not  attack  tithes.  It  had  already 
been  tried  in  424  parishes,  and  no  instance 
of  a  clergyman  complaining  of  its  opera- 
tion had  been  mentioned.  The  Bill  had 
been  received  with  satisfaction  by  the 
lalwurers  of  the  country,  for  it  had  shown 
them  that  the  interest  of  the  landlord,  the 
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tenant,  and  the  labourer,  was  one  and  the 
same.  It  was  this  Reeling  which  offered 
the  surest  safeguard  against  the  recurrence 
of  those  outrages  and  that  system  of  terror 
which,  in  the  Autumn  of  1830,  disgraced 
the  fairest  portion  of  England. 

The  Bishop  of  Lmdon^  in  withdrawing 
his  Amendment,  observed,  that  perhaps 
the  reason  why  their  Lordships  had  heard 
no  complaints  from  clergymen  against  this 
Bill  was,  because  they  possessed  the 
power,  in  consequence  of  the  inefficiency 
of  the  measure,  of  frustrating  its  opera- 
tion. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time.* 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Thursday,  June  13,  1833. 

MiinTTSS.]  Papen  ordered.  On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Hum, 
an  Aocount  of  the  Number  of  Warranto  granted  for  Debt 
by  the  SherUft  of  London  and  Middtewx,  and  of  Soney, 
in  1851  and  185S ;  alio  the  Number  of  Priaooen  Com- 
mittod  for  Debt  in  the  difRsrent  Prisona  fai  the  Metropolia, 
stating  the  Amount  of  the  Debt  during  the  same  yean : 
also  the  Amount  paid  out  of  the  County,  or  other  Rates, 
for  the  Maintenance  and  Support  of  sudi  Priaooen  as 
liave  been  Committed  to  the  Whiteeross  Street  and  Hone- 
monger  Lane,  Prisons,  In  Prooen  out  of  the  Courto  of 
Request,  during  the  same  period  i  stating  the  Time  eadi 
has  lieen  Confined. — On  the  Motion  of  Sir  William 
Craytor,  an  Account  of  the  Number  of  Country  Banlu 
issuing  Notc^  whidi  have  become  Bankrupt,  from 
January  18S6  to  the  present  time,  stating  the  Place  in 
whidi  such  Banks  were  kept,  dic— On  the  Motion  of 
Mr.  GiLLON,  a  Return  of  tiie  Number  of  ProceaMS  for 
Augmentation  of  Stipend,  before  the  Tetnd  Court  of  Soot- 
land,  in  each  year  since  1790;  stating  the  Names  of 
Parishes,  and  the  Amount  of  Stipend. 

BUI.    Read  a  soeond  time : — Corporatioo  Oflleers. 

Petitions  presented.  By  Lord  Morpktr,  from  the  West 
Riding  of  Vorkshirc^  for  the  Repeal  of  the  lyoollen  Trade 
Act — ^By  Sir  Andbkw  Aonkw,  fttmi  Kingston-upon- 
Hull,  in  fiivour  of  the  Corporation  OiBoen  Bill — By  Mr. 
Hall,  from  Mcrthyr  Tydvil,  and  other  Places,  against 
the  Rating  of  Tenemcnto  BilL — By  Mr.  Colquhodk, 
from  Renfcon,  af^nat  Slavery.— By  Mr.  Sinclair,  from 
several  Placea  in  Scotland,  for  an  Alteration  of  the  Law 
respecting  Church  Patronage  in  that  Country. — By  Mr. 
Daivsow,  from  Roscrca,  for  Mitigating  the  Criminal 
Code.— By  Admiral  Adamb,  from  Allom  and  Kinoanline, 
for  Inquiry  into  the  Distressed  State  of  the  Shipping 
Interest— By  Mr.  Clat,  from  the  Parish  of  All  Saints, 
Poplar,  against  taking  from  the  Eait-India  Company  the 
Privilege  of  Trading  to  India  and  China. 

Inquest  ok  Culley.]  Mr.  Roebuck 
said,  he  had  to  present  a  petition  to  theHouse 
of  much  public  importance.  It  was  from 
the  Jurors  who  sat  on  the  Coroner's  In- 
quest on  the  body  of  Robert  CuDey,  the 
policeman,  who  was  killed  in  Calthorpe- 
street.  He  said,  the  object  of  the  observ- 
ations he  had  to  make,  was  directly  to 
charge  his  Majesty's  Government  with  a 
derpliction  of  duty.  This  he  should  do  by 
6rst,  charging  them  with  having  created  a 
riot,  instead  of  preventing  one ;  secondly. 


by  charging  them  with  bringing  into 
repute  a  useful  body  of  men ;  and  thirdly, 
by  pursuing  an  illegal  line  of  conduct  io 
what  they  might  term  the  administialioQ 
of  justice.  These,  he  would  admit,  were 
grave  charges,  but  he  had  ample  evidence 
to  support  them.  Some  persona  of  the 
National  Union  of  the  Working  Classes 
had  issued  a  placard  calling  upoa  their 
countrymen,  as  the  House  of  Parliament 
would  do  nothing  for  the  people,  to  forai 
a  National  Convention.  Any  person  who 
knew  anything  of  the  working  claaaes, 
must  be  aware  that  the  persons  calling  this 
meeting  had  but  little  weight  with  the 
working  classes,  and  were  a  very  amall 
knot  of  persons,  whose  opinions  were 
rather  peculiar  than  general.  Scarcely 
any  one  would  have  attributed  power  to 
these  few,  until  the  right  hon.  Secretary 
issued  his  anonymous  proclamation.  This, 
it  was  probable,  would  be  referred  to  by 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  as  an  official  do- 
cument, but  it  was  not  an  official  pro- 
clamation in  the  proper  aence  of  the  woid, 
because  it  bore  no  stamp  of  authenticity 
— it  was  printed  by  nobody  knew  whom — 
stuck  out  by  nobody  knew  whom — ^and 
signed  by  nobody.  But  this  placard, 
emanating  from  a  higher  source  than  the 
other,  was 'Stuck  up  in  greater  numbers, 
and  read,  of  course,  by  more  persons.  To 
put  down  the  meeting,  the  right  hon. 
Secretary  had  recourse  to  1,700  police- 
men, and  the  consequences  Uiat  reaulted 
he  (Mr.  Roebuck)  should  state,  not  only 
from  evidence  which  was  adduced  at  the 
trial,  but  also  from  information  whieh  he 
had  received  from  several  most  reputable 
men,  who  were  present  on  the  occasion, 
and  whose  names  he  was  at  liberty  to 
mention.  The  hon.  Member  then  went 
into  a  detail  of  the  transactions  at  Cal- 
thorpe-street,  which  did  not  in  any  material 
point  differ  from  that  already  and  repeat- 
edly published.  He  had,  he  said,  already 
declared,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Govero- 
ment  was  unjust,  impolitic,  and  illegal. 
It  was  also  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
course  that  they  had  adopted  on  previous 
occasions,  when  those  at  the  heaa  of  hb 
Majesty's  Government  had  not  only  sanc- 
tioned but  encouraged  the  people  to  meet 
in  large  numbers  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing an  alteration  in  the  Constitution.  To 
what  did  the  great  meeting  at  Birmingham 
lead  but  to  a  revolution  ?  For  he  would 
contend  that  the  passing  of  tbq  Reform 
Bill  wasy  strictly  speaking,  a  levolntion. 
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Yet,  how  differently  had  the  Qovernment 
acted  wheo  they  excited  the  people  to  aid 
them  in  keeping  their  phicea  and  carrying 
the  Reform  Bill.    Of  all  Governments, 
the  pveaent  ought  to  have  heen  the  last  to 
have  attacked  the  people.    It  might  be 
said,  that  the  Government  had  no  desire 
that  the  people  should  have  been  attack- 
ed;  if  so,  he  would  ask  why  they  had 
not  taken  proper  precautions  against  it  ? 
No  danger,  it  had  been  proved,  was  likely 
to  result  to  property  or  person  from  the 
meeting,  but  still  Government  had  thought 
proper  to  sanction  a  violent  attack  on  the 
people,  evidently  for  political  purposes. 
He  admitted,  that  Government  should  be 
intrusted  with  great  powers,  but  those 
powers  ought  to  be  exercised  with  pru- 
dence.   He  deprecated,  in  this  instance, 
the  conduct  of  Ministers,  who,  the  country 
had  been  led  to  believe,  had  the  interests 
of  the  people  at  heart,  but  who,  by  their 
conduct,  had  proved  the  very  reverse.    He 
admitted,  that  an  assemblage  of  persons, 
met  for  the  purpose  of  resisting  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes,  was  illegal ;  but  the  meet- 
ing at  Coldbath-fields  had  no  such  object 
in  view.    From  the  placard  which  had 
been  issued,  it  was  too  much  to  say  that 
the  meeting  had  really  taken  place  to  form 
a   National  Convention;    it  might  have 
been  that  they  had  met  for  the  purpose  of 
petitioning  Parliament  to  form  a  National 
Convention,  and,  in  that  case,  the  meet^ 
ing  was  a  strictly  legal  one.     In  his  opin- 
ion, the  proceedings  on  the  part  of  Minis- 
ters were  most  impolitic  and  illegal.     He 
would  next  speak  to  the  proceedings  in 
the  Court  of  King^s  Bench  to  quash  the 
verdict  of  the  Jury.    That  verdict  was  the 
verdk;t  of  the  country ;  the  Jury,  on  their 
oaths,  had  come  to  the  opinion  they  had ; 
and  what  did  the  Solicitor  General  ask? 
Why,  to  quash  the  opinion  of  the  country; 
and  that  any  other  Jury  who  might  be 
called  npon  to   investigate  the  matter, 
should  not  be  inBuenced  by  that  verdict. 
That  was,  in  fact,  putting  an  ^d  to  Co- 
roners' Juries  altogether,  and  placing  the 
Solicitor  General  as  Judge  in  any  case, 
of  what  proceedings  should  take  place, 
and  what  not,  allowing  such  proceedings 
as  he  liked  to  take  place,  and  putting  an 
end  to  such  as  he  disliked.    When  it  was 
thought  proper  that  the  verdict  of  the 
Coroner^s  Jury  should  be  quashed,  why 
had  not  the  Government  taken  measures 
to  call  another  ?  If  a  Jury  even  were  call- 
ed tO  fit  in  trial  of  the  individuals  sup; 


posed  to  have  been  concerned  in  the  affray 
by  which  Culley,  tfie  policeman,  was 
killed,  they  would  be  placed  in  a  situatiou 
in  which  they  could  not  give  a  verdict 
according  to  law.  He  sincerely  hoped 
that  an  explanation  of  all  the  circumstan- 
ces would  be  given  by  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman,  which  would  induce  bim  (Mr. 
Roebuck)  to  ,  proceed  no  further  with  the 
case ;  if  not,  however,  he  should  feel  him* 
self  bound  to  move  for  a  copy  of  the 
Inquisition  laid  before  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to 
determine  what  ulterior  proceedings  he 
should  adopt. 

The  Petition  was  read  as  follows : — 

T*  the  hoD.  the  House  of  Comnions  in  Parliau 
ment  assembled ;  the  Petition  of  the  under- 
signed Jufymen  upon  the  Inquest  held  on 
the  body  of  Robert  Culley, 
Showeth, — ^That  your  petitioners,  the  under- 
signed, were  summoned  to  serve  and  did  serve 
as  Jurymen  on  a  Coroner's  Inquest  upon  tlie 
body  of  Robert  Culley,  a  policeman,  slain  in 
an  affray  that  took  place  on  the  t3th  of  May, 
at  Coldbaih-fields.    That  your  petitioners  did 
then,  acting  in  discharge  of  their  duty,  under 
the  solemn  obligation  of  an  oath,  return  a  ver- 
dict of  Justifiable  Homicide  on  the  part  of 
some  person  unknown. 

That  to  return  some  verdict  was  the  solemn 
duty  which  the  wisdom  of  the  law  had  im- 
posed on  your  petitioners.  That  your  peti- 
tioners paid  all  due  attention  to  the  evidence 
adducea,  and  upon  the  evidence  they  felt 
themselves  bound,  as  honest  and  conscientious 
men,  to  return  the  verdict  above-mentioned ; 
they  exercised  a  privilege  given  by  the  law  in 
the  only  way  their  consciences  permitted. 

That  your  petitioners  have  beard  with  great 
pain  and  alarm  that  this,  their  conscientious 
verdict,  has  upon  an  ex-porto  statement  of  his 
Migesty's  Solicitor  General,  been  quashed  by 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  and  that  a  slur  has 
thereby  been  cast  upon  them  in  their  character 
of  jurymen  acting  under  the  solemn  obligation 
of  an  oath. 

That  your  petitioners  also  fear,  that  this  pro- 
ceeding may  have  a  tendency  to  bring  into 
discredit  the  Trial  by  Jury,  and  to  make  men 
believe  that  a  trial  by  the  country  is  a  mere 
idle  form,  handed  down  to  us  by  an  ignorant 
ancestry,  and  retained  only  from  a  foolish  ad« 
berence  to  old  prejudices. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  pray  your  hon. 
House  to  take  these  matters  into  consideration, 
and  to  pursue  such  measures  as  in  your  wisdom 
may  seem  requisite,  to  free  your  petitioners 
from  blame,  and  to  secure  to  future  jurymen 
the  privileges  conferred  on  them  by  law. 

And  your  petitioners  will,  as  in  duty  bound, 
ever  pray,  lie. 

Mr.  Lamb  rose,  but  before  he  had  ad- 
dressed the  HoufCi 
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Mr.  CobbeU  moved,  that  the  House  be 
counted.  He  was  determined  that  such 
an  important  question  should  not  be 
brought  before  the  House  with  empty 
benches. 

Mr.  Roebuck  entreated  the  hoo.  Mem* 
ber  not  to  persevere  in  his  Motion.  If  he 
had  contemplated  such  a  proceeding,  he 
most  certainly  would  not  have  made  such 
a  charge  at  so  great  a  length.  An  oppor- 
tunity for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
explain,  ought  to  be  immediately  afforded. 

The  Speaker  said,  the  hon.  member  for 
Oldham  ought  to  have  moved,  that  the 
House  be  counted  while  the  hon.  member 
for  Bath  was  addressing  the  House,  as  it 
was  in  consequence  of  the  importance  of 
the  subject  that  he  wished  it  to  be  brought 
before  a  fuller  House.  As  the  benches 
were  in  the  same  state  now,  that  they  were 
in  when  the  hon.  member  for  Bath  ad- 
dressed the  House,  an  opportunity  should 
in  fairness  be  given  for  the  Government 
to  explain. 

Mr.  Cobbett  did  not  know,  that  it  was 
allowable  to  move  the  counting  of  the 
House  while  an  hon.  Member  was  address- 
ing it. 

The  Speaker  said,  the  hon.  Member 
was  quite  unacquainted  with  the  forms  of 
the  House ;  it  not  only  was  quite  allowable, 
but  was  frequently  done. 

Mr.  Cobbett  begged  leave  to  withdraw 
his  Motion. 

Mr.  Lamb  proceeded.  The  hon.  member 
for  Bath  had  so  guarded  himself  against 
any  unfair  and  unnecessary  imputation 
upon  the  police  force,  Uiat  he  (Mr.  Lamb) 
should  not  think  it  necessary  to  detain  the 
House  with  any  lengthened  vindication  of 
that  useful  and  effective  body.  He  would 
shortly  refer  to  the  facts  of  the  case ;  there 
wjis,  however,  so  much  of  law  mixed  up 
with  it,  that  in  some  points  he  must  leave 
it  to  his  learned  friend  the  Solicitor 
General.  The  charge  against  the  Govern- 
ment was  certainly  not  a  light  one^it  was 
twofold,  and  involved  first,  a  dereliction 
of  duty,  the  allegations  in  support  of 
that  being,  that  they  had  decidedly 
created  a  riot.  It  was  very  tasy  to 
charge  Government  with  a  dereliction  of 
duty,  in  the  means  they  had  used  to 
prevent  or  quell  tumultuary  meetings, 
which  were,  unfortunately,  uiought  too 
strong  or  too  weak  for  the  occasion ;  but 
it  was  not  so  easy,  in  anticipation  of  such 
assemblies,  to  adopt  measures  which  might 
not  be  liable,  in  some  (jaarters,  to  such  a 


charge.  It  was  said,  that  the  meeting 
in  question  was  quite  contemptible.  He 
called  on  the  House  to  look  at  the  placard 
that  had  been  issued ;  and  although  the 
hon.  and  learned  member  for  I>abHn  bad 
called  it  elsewhere,  a  matter  altogether  of 
*'  torn-foolery,"  he  was  quite  convinced 
the  real  intention  of  the  meeting  was 
to  adopt  some  means  of  upsetting  the 
Legislature  of  the  country.  This  wai 
what  they  meant  he  bad  no  douhl  bv 
their  National  Convention.  Stripping  it 
of  all  special  pleading,  attempted  to  be 
introduced  into  the  subject,  in  coinmoo 
parlance,  it  amounted  to  this  —  their 
object  was,  and  he  believed  if  any  of 
them  had  been  asked,  they  would 
have  declared  their  real  Intention  to  be, 
the  organization  of  a  body  which  was  to 
take  on  itself  the  duties  of  the  Legislsiture. 
If  the  meeting  had  been  rewly  coo- 
temptible^  their  object  was  seditious,  and 
it  was  the  duty  of  Government,  while 
such  objects  were  contemptible,  to  cnisli 
them.  It  might,  by  quibbling  argument, 
be  shown  that  the  meeting  was  con- 
temptible; but  he  fully  believed,  that  there 
was  not  one  concerned  in  putting  forward 
that  placard  but  would  openly  avow,  that 
the  intention  was  to  call  a  meeting  of 
delegates  from  every  part  of  the  country, 
who  were  to  take  upon  themselves  the 
duties  of  the  Legislature.  There  was 
another  circumstance  to  be  taken  hiio 
consideration — which  was,  that  the  placani 
was  accompanied  by  another  bill,  digned 
by  a  person  who  called  himself  Lloyd, 
editor  of  The  Republican,  which,  among 
other  things,  called  upon  the  people  to 
send  their  own  Representatives — to  repre- 
sent themselves,  which  was  the  easiest 
and  shortest  way  of  settling  the  business. 
It  also  called  upon  them  to  meet  in  that 
place,  which  was  then  filled  with  the 
nominees  of  boroughmongcrs,  or  of  those 
national  nuisances,  the  Lords.  That  was 
a  species  of  torn-foolery  which  it  woukl 
not  do  for  the  Government,  or  any  Go- 
vernment to  laugh  at.  The  hon.  Member 
said,  that  the  intention  of  the  Meeting  was 
to  petition  Parliament  to  call  a  National 
Convention.  A  very  likely  diing,  that  they 
were  to  petition  that  Hottse  to  rail  a 
body  who  were  to  set  aside  the  House 
itself;  it  was  too  ridiculous  to  be' thought 
of  for  a  moment.  Then  die  nekt  charge 
was,  that  the  placard  dcnonndng  toe 
meeting  was  not  a  Proclamatkm — it  was 

not  sijped.    Noticei  that  meetin|«  weia 
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illegal  had  been  freqaently  issued  before, 
and  had  geuerally  been  found  effective — 
it  was  a  mere  notice  to  the  people  that 
the  ineeling  was  decidedly  illegal ,  and 
the  same  kind  of  notice  had  been  issued 
wben  the  meeting  was  called  at  White 
ConduiUhouse,  and  there  it  was  not 
aignedy  and  still  it  was  sufficient.  Then, 
again,  upon  the  Fast-day,  when  the 
Uoioas  intended  to  march  through  the 
Ciljv  a  similar  notice  was  issued,  upon 
which  the  police  acted,  and  nothing  was 
then  said  about  the  illegality  of  it.  It 
would  be  degrading  to  the  Kingly  au- 
thority if  his  Majesty  were  called  upon  to 
exercise  one  of  his  hiehest  prerogatives — 
the  issuing  of  a  rroclaroation — upon 
every  occasion  of  that  sort.  Now,  there 
waa  one  thing  in  the  face  of  that  notice 
whioh  carried  authority  with  it;  it  was 
printed  by  the  King's  printer;  and  the 
lM>n,  Gentleman,  as  a  lawyer,  was  aware 
that  it  was  a  misdemeanor  in  any  one 
imitating  the  superscription  of  that  person. 
l*he  next  charge  was,  that  the  Govern- 
tnent  notices  were  more  widely  circulated 
than  the  placards  announcing  the  meeting. 
He  could  say  nothing  as  to  the  truth  of 
that  i  but  certainly  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government,  if  they  thought  such  a  notice 
necessary  at  all,  to  see  that  it  received  very 
vide  oireulation,  in  order  that  it  might  be 
effective.  The  hon.  Member  asked  why 
the  police  did  not  take  possession  of  the 
ground  ?  That  appearea  to  him  to  be  the 
very  method  by  which  a  croud  would  have 
been  assembled,  and  a  riot  endangered ; 
besides,  what  right  had  they  to  say  to  any 
person — '*  You  shall  not  pass  through 
thia  thoroughfare,  or,  you  shall  not  stand 
here,"  before  any  meeting  was  constituted 
— before  any  illegal  act  had  been  com- 
mitted ?  That,  in  his  opinion,  would  have 
been  the  worst  plan  possible ;  the  result 
of  It  would  have  been,  first  to  create  a 
crowd,  where  none  might  otherwise  have 
been,  and  in  the  next  place  it  would  have 
driven  the  mob  away  to  some  other  plaoe, 
vvliefe  tbey  woald  have  held  their  meeting. 
Betides,  it  waa  the  duty  of  the  police  to 
take  care  that  no  part  of  the  mob  should 
aepaiate  from  the  rest,  and  go  somewhere 
and  commit  mischief,  as  was  done  by  a 
part  of  even  a  loyal  mob,  that  went  down 
to  congratulate  the  King;  a  part  of  it 
detacbra  itself,  and  committed  an  in- 
famous attack  upon  the  house  of  the 
Dake  of    Wellington.     Then,   said  the 

bM.  MembeTi  wbsra  waa  the  use  of  I|700 


policemen  to  put  down  500  poor  persons 
who  were  unarmed?  Now,  there  were 
1 ,700  policemen  sent  out,  but  they  were 
scattered  all  over  the  town ;  a  part  was 
even  so  far  distant  as  Greenwich,  which 
was  rendered  necessaiy  as  the  Union  had 
declared  their  intention  of  marching  in 
bodies  from  different  quarters.  Besides, 
the  number  that  attended  was  no  criterion 
of  the  numbers  that  might  have  been  there, 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  Government  to  be 
well  prepared  against  all  contingences. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that 
the  instructions  of  the  police  were  to  do 
nothing  till  the  meeting  was  constituted, 
and  then  to  press  on  and  secure  the  leaders, 
or  ringleaders.  Government  owed  more 
to  the  State  than  merely  to  prevent  a 
meeting  of  such  a  nature — they  owed  it 
to  the  country  to  secure  those  who  were 
the  instigators  of  such  measures.  The 
hon«  Member  had  put  off  his  discussion  on 
account  of  his  (Mr.  Lamb's)  illness ;  in  that 
the  hon.  Member  had  conferred  a  bene6t 
even  on  himself,  for  if  newspapers  were  to 
be  relied  upon,  the  hon.  Member  had  used 
language  in  another  place  which  he  did 
not  now  repeat;  the  hon.  Member  had 
charged  the  Government  with  the  crime  of 
giving  the  police  spirits  to  drink,  in  order 
to  stimulate    them    beyond  their    duty, 

tMr.  Roebuck  had  not  used  such  words ; 
e  said  that  they  had  been  supplied  with 
beer].  Even  that  was  a  grave  charge — a 
most  grave,  and,  in  his  conscience  he  be- 
lieved, a  most  unfounded  charge.  Of 
course  he  could  not  say,  that  none  of  the 
police  had  taken  any  refreshment,  afkcr 
being  there  some  hours ;  but  one  thing  he 
could  say,  that  the  whole  of  the  division 
which  were  first  in  contact  with  the  mob, 
had  not  more  than  one  can  of  beer  amongst 
them  [Mr.  Roebuck:  It  was  sworn  at 
the  Inquest.]  He  was  not  aware  that  the 
fact  stated  by  the  hon.  Member  waa 
sworn  to.  One  man  had  certainly  said, 
that  the  police  generally  were  drank,  but 
that  was  too  preposterous  an  assertion  foi- 
belief.  The  instructions  were  given  to  the 
police  on  the  spot,  and  did  not  emanate 
from  the  Home-office.  The  instructions 
given  on  the  spot,  by  Colonel  Rowan,  to 
the  police  were : — "Be  firm,  be  moderate, 
and  strike  nobody  unless  yon  are  resisted.'* 
It  had  been  represented  that  the  police 
had  rushed  in  pell-mell.  Now,  on  this 
part  of  the  case,  the  most  satisfactory 
evidence  could  be  produced.  In  all  his 
inquirieS|  and  from  the  previous  character 
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-which  the  police  had  borne,  he  believed 
that  not  one  policeman  offered  the  slightest 
injury  until  (as  it  was  proved  before  the 
Coroner,  by  Colonel  de  Roos  and  others) 
a  number  of  stones  and  other  missiles  had 
been  thrown  by  the  mob.     They  advanced 
up  one  street  in  order  to  clear  it,  and  there 
was  plenty  of  room  to  retreat  towards 
Bagnig^e  Wells ;  and  when  in  Calthorpe- 
street,  th|    Superintendent,  finding   his 
men  took  up  the  whole  breadth  of  the 
street,  contracted    his  division  so  as  to 
leave  room  for  the  mob  to  go  away  on 
either   side,    and    many  persons  did  so 
go  away.     He  did  not  believe,  that  the 
intentions  of  the  mob  were  quite  so  orderly 
as  had  been    represented  by    the  hon. 
Member.    That  hon.    Gentleman   relied 
greatly  on  the  exclamations  of  a  person 
who  called  upon  the  meeting  to  take  care 
of  his  wife  and  children ;  and  he  said  that 
was  not  the  speech  of  a  man  wishing  to 
subvert  the  Constitution;    perhaps  not; 
but  it  was  the  speech  of  a  man  who  might 
have  gone  quietly  away  if  he  pleased, 
and  he  did  not  choose  to  go  away.     He 
was  glad  to  hear,  that   the  hon.   Gen- 
tleman had  not  gone  so  far  as  some  others 
had,  in  depicting  the  horrors  and  slaughter 
on  that  occasion.     The  only   slaughter 
he  (Mr.  Lamb)  knew  of,  was  that  inflicted 
on  the  police.    It  was  certainly  unwise  to 
argue,  that  a  man  having  arms  to  defend 
himself,  ought  to  refuse  to  use  them  when 
he  was  assailed  with  stones.     The  man 
who  did  so  must  be  more  than  mortal,  and 
have  possessed  more  than  even  military 
forbearance.    As  to  wounding  women  and 
children  there  was  no  proof,  either  in  what 
appeared  before  the  Coroner,  or  at  the 
Home-office  that  any  such  circumstance  had 
occurred ;  it  was  stated  in  general  terms 
before  the  Coroner  that  such  was  the  fact, 
and  indeed  if  females   had  been  in  the 
pell-mell  of  the  affray,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  say,  that  some  were  not  hurt,  but 
he  wholly  disbelieved  the  charge  that  anv 
woman   or   child    was  wilfully   injured. 
With  regard  to  the  Coroner's  inquest,  and 
the  setting  aside  of  the  inquisition,  it  was 
far  from  his  intention  to  cast  imputations 
upon  the  Jury.    He  hoped  and  trusted 
that  the  Jury  meant  to  do,  and  did  do 
their  duty  satisfactorily  to  their  own  con- 
sciences;  but  considering  the  farrago  of 
evidence  that  was  brought  before  them,  it 
was  a  very  proper  thing  that  the  verdict 
was  quashed.     He  did  not  feel,  that  the 
least  blftiM  was  attributed  to  the  Govern- 


ment, and  he  was  sure  it  would  oltimaldiy 
appear,  that  there  was  not  the  siigfateil 
blame  to  be  attached  to  the  polioe  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  dischaiged 
their  duty.  He  could  say  now,  on 
mature  reflection,  that  he  could  never 
have  reconciled  to  himself,  as  one  who 
was  responsible  for  the  peace  of  the 
community,  and  for  maintaining  the  su* 
premacy  of  the  law»  to  have  allowed  that 
meeting  to  take  place;  it  might  have 
passed  off  quietly,  if  let  alone;  but  al- 
though the  plans  of  the  leaders  might  not 
have  been  organised,  their  object  was  il- 
legal ;  and,  as  long  as  he  held  office  under 
the  Crown,  he  could  not  reconcile  it  to 
the  duty  of  any  Minister  to  permit  a 
meeting,  the  object  of  which  was  decidedly 
illegal,  to  pursue  that  object  quietly,  and 
without  taking  means  to  bring  the  ring- 
leaders to  justice,  and  in  order  to  prevent 
effects  which  no  man  could  say  would  not 
be  injurious. 

The  Solicitor  General  said,  as  he  had 
been  attacked  for  the  share  he  had  taken 
in  this  subject,  and  for  having  improperly 
discharged  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  was 
anxious  to  vindicate  himself.  The  petition 
of  the  Jurymen  was  entitled  to  the  greatest 
respect,  but  he  regretted,  that  such  a  dis- 
cussion should  be  brought  on  so  very  in- 
opportunely. There  were  various  trials  to 
take  place  arising  out  of  this  transaction ; 
in  the  course  of  a  fortnight  one  man  was 
to  be  tried  for  his  life  on  a  bill  of  indict- 
ment which  had  been  found  by  the 
Middlesex  Grand  Jury,  and  there  were 
other  trials  for  misdemeanors,  in  which 
both  the  law  and  the  facts  must  be  in- 
vestigated. He  had  a  very  high  estima- 
tion of  the  superintending  power  of  that 
House  where  there  was  a  failure  of  justice 
— when  Judges  misconducted  themselves, 
or  where  Government  had  been  guilty  of 
any  misconduct,  and  then  let  Government 
be  impeached  before  the  House;  but  it 
was  inexpedient  to  appeal  to  that  House 
on  facts  which  ought  to  be  tried  by  the 
ordinary  Courts.  ..  The  petitioners  coo- 
plained  on  two  grounds— first  that  a  slur 
nad  been  cast  upon  them ;  and  secondly, 
that  the  Trial  by  Jury  had  been  brought 
into  discredit  by  the  inquisition  being 
quashed.  Now,  in  fact,  no  slur  whatever 
was  cast  upon  the  Jury.  When  he  ap- 
plied to  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  to 
quash  the  inquisition,  he  distinctly  ex- 
pressed his  sincere  respect  for  the  Jury, 
and  for  the  iateatioM  by  wbica  Uity  bad 
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bees  actuated.    This  caae  was  spoken  of 
as  if  it  were  unusual  for  the  Court  of 
Kio^s  Bench  to  set  aside  the  verdict  of  a 
Jurj*     He  would  say,  that  such  occur- 
rences took  place  at  least  fifty  times  a-year, 
and  not  only'  were  the  verdicts  of  Juries 
set  aside,  but  also  the  judgments  of  the 
Courts,  and  even  the  unanimous  judgment 
of  the  Judges,  upon  appeal  to  the  House 
of  Lords.    It  was  no  slur,  upon  the  Jury 
which  sat  on  this  inquest  that  the  verdict 
had  been  set  aside.    This  could  not  bring 
the  Trial  by  Jury  into  disrepute ;  but  the 
improper  findings  of  Juries,  unchecked  by 
a  higher  Court,  would  have  a  direct  tend- 
ency to  bring  the  Trial  by  Jury  into  dis- 
repute.   The  verdict  was  contrary  to  law, 
and  it  wasthebounden  duty  of  his  Majesty's 
legal  advisers  to  move  that  it  should  be 
quashed.    The  hon.  and  learned  member 
for  Bath,  however,  set  up  his  knowledge 
in  those  matters  in  opposition  to  that  of 
the  learned  Judges,  and,  he  believed,  of 
every  lawyer  in  that  House.     He  had  been 
surprised  to  see   the  hon.  and  learned 
member  for  Dublin  stand  by,  when  the 
judgment  of  the  King's  Bench  was  im- 
pugned.    He  would  tell  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  for  Bath,  that  the  verdict 
was  set  aside,  because  the  finding  of  the 
Jury  was  in  opposition  to  the  evidence. 
According  to  the  facts  which   the  Jury 
found,  there  was  no  pretence  for  saying 
that  the  act  of  the  man  who  slew  Robert 
CuUey  was  only  "justifiable  homicide." 
Justifiable  homicide,  was  a  man  putting 
another  to  death,  by  the  warrant  of  law, 
or  to  save  his  own  life,  in  the  last  extre- 
mity, if  he  did  not  use  all  means  possible 
to  avoid  the  extremity  of  giving  the  mortal 
blow,  it  might  be  manslaughter — it  might 
be  excusable  homicide — but  it  was  not 
**  justifiable  homicide."    Unless  the  facts 
showed,  that  the  person  who  slew  the  de- 
ceased must  himself  have  died  if  he  had 
not  given  the  blow,  then  it  was  not  justi- 
fiable homicide,  though  it  might  be  man- 
slaughter, or  excusable  homicide.    In  this 
case,  the  Jury  did  not — nor  could  they — 
find,  (for  there  was  not  a  tittle  of  evidence 
to  shew)  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  man 
who  slew  Robert  CuUey  to  strike  the  blow ; 
if  there  was  provocation,  yet  there  was  no 
sufficient  provocation  to  strike  CuUey  to 
the  heart.     But  the  Jury  found  these 
facts— *  That  Robert  CuUey  was  a  police- 

*  man  in  the  peace  of  Goid,  and  of  our 

*  Lord  the  King,  and  in  the  discharge  of 

*  hm  doty,  «t  a  cwlain  iiieetin{;  which  wu 


'  held  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 

*  National  Convention ;  and  that  a  certain 
'  person,  to  the  jurors  unknown,  did  then 
'  and  there  make  an  assault  upon  the  said 

*  Robert  CuUey,  and  that  the  said  person 
'  unknown,  with  a  certain  sharp  instru- 
'  ment,  thesiud  Robert  CuUey,  in  and 
'  upon  the  left  side  of  his  body,  did  then 

*  and  there  strike,  stab,  and  penetrate ; 
'  and  that  the  said  person  unknown,  by 
'  such  stabbing,  striking,  and  penetrating, 
'  did  give  one  mortal  wound  of  the  depth 
'  of  one  inch,  and  of  the  breadth  of  three 
'  inches,  upon  the  body  of  said  Robert 

*  CuUey  of  which  mortal  wound  the  said 
'  Robert  CuUey  did  then  and  there  die.' 
These  were  the  facts  found  by  the  Jury ; 
and  then  they  said :  "  We  find  a  verdict 
of  justifiable  homicide."     Next  followed 
their  reasons  for  so  finding.     Now,  those 
reasons  ought  to  have  been,  that  Rober^ 
CuUey  made  an  assault  upon  this  person 
unknown,  and  that  he  threatened  the  life 
of  this  person  unknown ;   and  that  this 
person  unknown  had  no  means  whatever 
to  preserve  his  own  life  without  a  mortal 
assault  upon  the  said  Robert  CuUey.    But 
no  mention  vras  made  of  these  things. 
Robert  CuUey  made  no  assault,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  it  was  found  that  he  was  in 
the  peace  of  God,  and  of  our  Lord  the 
King.    He  must  here  observe,  that  the 
most    mischievous    consequences    might 
arise  from  such  observations  as  were  made 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  member  for  Bath, 
and  the  hon.  and  learned    member  for 
Dublin,  during  the  time  the   Jury   was 
sitting.     The  hon.  member   for  Dublin 
had  laid  it  down  as  a  law,  that  no  public 
meeting  could  be  dispersed  without  the  pre- 
vious reading  of  the  Riot  Act.  This  he  (the 
Solicitor  General)  had  protested  against  at 
the  time,  and  he  now  argued,  that  it  was 
not  necessary  that  the  Riot  Act  should  be 
read  previous  to  the  dispersing  of  an  il- 
legal meeting,  as  a  Magistrate  or  constable 
was  quite  competent  to  disperse  such  a 
meeting.    The  Riot  Act  having  been  read, 
any  person  remaining  on  the  ground  for 
one  nour  afterwards,  commits  an  act  of 
felony ;  and  that  was  the  intended  opera- 
tion of  the  Riot  Act    Assuming  all  that 
had  been  stated  of  the  conduct  of  the 
police  to  be  correct,  he  would  ask  if  the 
hon.  and  learned  member  for  Bath  meant 
to  say,  that  the  violence  of  any  of  the 
police  in  one  part  of  the  ground,  or  in 
manv  parts,  could  justify  the  slaying  of 
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t)y  ground  ?  To  this  it  was,  that  the  as- 
sumptions of  the  hon.  member  for  Bath 
would  lead.  With  respect  to  the  applica- 
tion to  the  Court  of  King*8  Bench  to 
quash  the  terdict  of  the  Jury,  it  had  been 
made  by  him,  in  concurrence  with  his 
Colleague,  the  Attorney-General;  that 
Court,  by  qualifying  the  verdict  of  the 
Jury,  had  ^decided  upon  its  impropriety, 
and  upon  the  illegality  of  this  meeting; 
and  he  thought  that  the  House  would  take 
the  opinion  of  the  Court  in  preference  to 
that  of  the  hon.  member  for  Bath.  The 
House  would  be  surprised  when  he  told 
them  that  some  portion  of  the  public  Press 
had  advised  persons  attending  these  meet- 
ings to  arm  themselves  with  knives  to 
meet  the  police,  and  that  advice  had  been 
sanctioned  by  the  verdict  of  an  English 
Coroner^s  Jury,  who  said  it  was  justifiable 
homicide  to  put  a  policeman  to  death 
while  on  duty.  Such  was  the  opinion  of 
an  English  Coroner's  Jury.  For  these 
reasons  he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to 
bring  the  verdict  of  the  Jury  before  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench ;  that  Court  had 
no  choice  but  to  decide  upon  the  facts 
that  were  brought  before  them,  and  upon 
those  facts  they  had  come  to  the  deter- 
mination of  quashing  the  verdict.  Though 
he  had  been  condemned  for  the  course  he 
had  adopted  by  the  hon.  member  for  Bath, 
he  rejoiced  to  know,  that  he  had  the 
favourable  opinion  of  many  estimable 
•members  of  sooiety.  The  next  charge 
that  had  been  made  against  him  was, 
that  there  had  not  been  a  fresh  inquiry. 
Now,  it  had  in  previous  cases  been  decided 
that  there  could  be  no  fresh  inquiry  with- 
out the  special  order  of  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  and  unless  the  deceased  was 
exhumed,  and  submitted  for  the  inspec* 
tion  of  a  fresh  Jury.  It  would  be  fatal  to 
the  verdict  of  any  Jury  on  an  inquest,  if 
it  should  appear,  that  they  had  proceeded 
without  a  view  of  the  body.  He  had  not 
advised  the  adoption  of  that  course,  be- 
cause he  saw  no  necessity  for  it,  being 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  such  an  inquiry 
was  not  at  alt  likely  to  promote  the  ends  of 
justice.  If  any  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects were  dissatisfied  with  that  course, 
it  was  competent  for  them  to  make  a 
motion  on  the  subject  before  the  King'ft 
Bench,  which  would  exercise  its  own 
opinion  whether  it  would  refuse  or  grant 
the  Motion,  Before  he  sat  down,  he  must 
protest  against  the  doctrine  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Batb,  that  the  meetto;  wae 


legal.  Its  legality  did  not  depend  on  tU 
numbers ;  there  might  be  a  legal  meetiii^ 
of  hundreds  of  thousands,  and  an  illegal 
one  consisting  only  of  three  persoos. 
Where  there  was  a  meeting  to  superaede 
the  Constitution,  and  to  put  down  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons,  such  a  meeting  whs 
illegal,  and  it  was  wholly  immaterial,  what 
the  numbers  attending  it  were.  Could 
any  reasonable  man  look  at  the  placard 
calling  the  meeting,  and  say^  that  a  meet- 
ing assembled  in  consequence  was  legjit  ? 
It  was  impossible.  That  meeting  was 
called  for  the  purpose  of  calling  on  Par- 
liament to  dissolve  itself,  and  place  in  its 
room  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Mee.  That  phicaid 
called  the  meeting  to  form  a  national 
convention,  which  it  described  as  the  only 
means  of  securing  the  rights  of  the  people, 
and  by  that  means  to  bring  about  a  violcBt 
revolution  in  the  country.  8ucb  a  meet- 
ing was  dangerous  to  the  public  peace,  and 
it  had  therefore  been  properly  suppress- 
ed. If,  as  had*  been  asserted,  there  was 
any  brutality  or  intemperance  in  the  ooa- 
duct  of  the  police,  he  should  be  one  of 
the  last  to  sanction  it.  He  trusted,  tliat  it 
would  be  investigated,  and  the  parties  so 
acting  punished*  He  would  never  stand 
up  as  the  advocate  of  an  excess  of  author- 
ity. If  such  was  the  fact,  was  it  not 
strange  that  no  proceeding  bad  yet  been 
taken  against  any  one  ?  The  police  bad 
been  stabbed ;  but  he  had  not  as  yet  heard 
a  single  instance  of  any  persons  attending 
the  meeting,  with  the  exception  of  the  po- 
lice, having  been  hurt  or  wounded.  Jf 
there  were  any,  he  trusted  they  urottM  call 
on  the  law  to  take  their  case  into  consider- 
ation. He  could  assure  the  House,  that 
in  applying  to  the  King's  Bench  to  quash 
the  verdict  of  the  Jury,  he  considered  he 
was  conferring  a  benefit  on  his  country. 

Mr.  0'C<mn§H  considered  it  impossible 
to  exaggerate  the  effect  which  ought  So  be 
given  to  the  verdict  of  an  honest  Jury. 
It  was  the  Englishman's  only  prolectian. 
It  was  impossible  at  the  same  time  to 
exaggerate  the  evils  which  woald  arise 
from  the  impunity  of  the  police  force,  when 
it  was  found  that  their  conduet  had  been 
unconstitutional  and  fef^ioas.  The  po- 
lice in  Ireland  were  armed  with  deadly 
weapons,  and  the  eases  in  whieh  they 
inflicted  murder  were  monstroas  and 
of  continual  recurrence.  Yet,  notwith- 
standing thisi  on  every  occasion  ihoy  had 
the  usual  otiicial  ealogtura  passed  on  iheit 
conduct   by  tkoeo  coanactsd  .wilb  the 
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Go^rnment.  Il  was,  therefore,  most  im- 
portatit  that  the  police  should  foe  very 
Btrtctlf  and  jealousW  watched,  and  it  was 
eqnalfj  important  that  the  verdict  of  an 
honest  Jury  should  he  respected.  A  verdict 
of  a  Jury  might,  indeed,  be  informal,  and  on 
that  account  might  be  quashed,  which  was 
the  case  in  the  present  instance.  It  was 
only  on  a  ground  of  technicality  with 
iwhfch  the  Jury  in  the  present  instance  had 
nothing  to  do,  that  Che  Court  of  King's 
Bench  had  set  aside  their  finding.  There 
was  a  formal  heading  to  the  inquisition, 
which  was  either  the  work  of  the  Coroner 
or  of  some  other  person,  but  which  was  al- 
together independent  of  the  verdict  of  the 
Jury.  In  this  instance,  he  was  informed, 
it  had  been  drawn  op  by  a  person  named 
8tafibrdy  in  BowHitreet.  In  that  inquisi- 
tion, it  was  stated  that  the  man  Culley 
was,  ^  in  the  peace  of  Ood  and  of  our 
Lord  the  King,  and  that  be  was  there 
killed  in  the  exercise  of  his  duty."  Now, 
this  was  a  matter  which  it  was  impossible 
for  the  Jury  to  find,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  find  he  was  slain  justifiably.  But  this 
t:ertainty  had  never,  in  fact, been  pointed  out 
to  the  attentbn  of  the  Jury.  It  was  totally 
inconsistent  with  their  verdict;  and  it  was 
quite  impossible  that  they  could  have  re- 
ferred to  it.  It  was  the  practice  in  Ire- 
landi  when  a  Coroner^s  Inquest  took  place, 
that  the  entire  evidence  was  embodied  in 
the  finding ;  and  when  a  certiorari  was 
applied  for,  the  whole  evidence,  as  well  as 
the  finding,  was  before  the  Court.  But 
that  was  not  the  case  in  England.  Only 
the  inquisition,  which,  in  fact,  was  drawn 
op  with  great  technical  formality)  and 
which  was  altogether  independent  of  the 
verdict  of  the  Jury,  was  required  to  be 
pfodoeed  in  Court;  and  it  happened  in 
this  instance,  as  he  had  already  stated, 
that  the  heading  was  altogether  incon- 
sistent with  the  finding  of  the  Jury. 

The  Si^Hcitor  General  said,  that  the 
niqaisition  contaming  the  clause  referred 
to  had  been  signed  by  all  the  Jury;  and  it 
was  therefore  to  be  taken  for  granted  that 
they  were  acquainted  with  its  contents. 

Mr.  C^Cemmll  continoed :  It  was  im- 
possible that  their  attention  could  have 
been  called  to  such  a  clause.  They  must 
indeed  have  been  msaue  if  they  oould  have 
Aland  that  the  man  was,  in  the  peace  of 
Ood  and  of  our  Lord  the  King,  in  the 
mxarem  of  his  duty,  and  was  slain 
joftiflaUy  x  but  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Cofooer  to  haw  apprned  them  of  ii|  and 


shown  them  that  their  two  findings  lyre 
inconsbtent;  but  that  did  not  disparage 
the  verdict  of  the  Jury.  A  good  deal  had 
been  said  about  the  meeting  having  been 
illegal,  and  he  would  admit,  that  it  bad 
been  called  for  an  illegal  purpose.  The 
law,  in  reference  to  illegal  assemblies, 
consisted  of  three  parts — as  it  respected  a 
riot,  a  rout,  and  an  unlawful  assembly. 
A  riot  might  consist  of  any  three  or  more 
persons  who  were  engaged  with  force  and 
violence  breaking  the  peace.  In  a  case  of 
that  description  every  man  was  a  con- 
stable, and  could  arrest  the  rioters;  a 
riot  was  defined  to  be  an  assembly, 
intending  to  carry  an  illegal  object  by 
violence ;  and  the  third  case  was,  when 
there  was  an  illegal  object,  but  no  force  or 
violence  intended.  Of  this  last  character 
was  the  meeting  in  question.  On  inform- 
ation, a  Magistrate's  warrant  might  have 
been  procurc^d,  and  they  might  have  been 
arrested.  But  what  was  the  evidence? 
As  far  as  appeared  by  the  reports,  the 
conventionalists  used  no  violence.  The 
evidence  went  to  prove,  first  of  all,  an 
attack  by  the  police  on  the  Bags  and 
banners.  There  was  no  evidence  to  show 
that  they  had  been  impeded  in  any  attempt 
to  arrest  any  of  the  meeting,  but  evidence 
on  the  other  side  to  prove  that  the  rush  at 
the  fiaes  was  accompanied  by  promiscuous 
and  inhuman  assaults  on  the  multitude, 
brutally  beating  them ;  and  the  blood  was 
seen  streaming  at  every  side  from  their 
blows.  The  law  applicable  to  such  a 
case  was,  that  on  the  warrant  of  a  Magis- 
trate there  should  have  been  arrest.  There 
was  no  arrest — ^there  was  no  attempt  to 
impede  the  arrest — ^but,  on  the  contrary, 
without  notice,  without  warning  the  peo- 
ple, an  assault  was  made,  beating  them  to 
right  and  left,  following  women  and  men 
who  were  unprotected  and  unarmed  up 
the  stairs  where  they  fled  for  refuge. 
With  these  facts  before  them,  it  was  impos- 
sible the  Jury  could  have  come  to  any 
other  verdict.  The  true  and  legal  mean- 
ing of  Justifiable  Homicide  was,  where  a 
man,  who  was  pursued  and  attacked  by 
another,  retired  as  far  as  he  could,  and 
tried  to  escape  but  could  not,  that  then  he 
turned  round  and  killed  the  man  who 
would  have  killed  him,  and  caused  death 
in  order  to  save  his  own  life.  Now,  the 
Jury  had  found— he  would  leave  out  of 
view  at  present  what  was  said  about  the 
Riot  Act  and  about  the  conduct  of  the 
QofonmeQ^—but  they  found  that  th^ 


695 


Inquest  on  CuUey.  {COMMONS}         Inquest  o»  CuUey.  696 


coodttct  of  the  police  was  brutal,  fero- 
rocious,  and  unprovoked  by  the  people. 
Now,  if  sudi  was  the  case,  he  would  defy 
any  lawyer  to  say^that  a  verdict  of  any  thing 
but  Justifiable  Homicide  could  have  been 
returned. 

Sir  George  Grey  said,  the  learned 
Solicitor  General  had  assumed  all  these 
facts  in  his  application  to  set  aside  the 
verdict 

Mr.  (yConneU:  He  could  not  have  done 
so;  he  was  too  good  a  lawyer  to  have  done  I 
so.     Then,  take  it  the    other    way;  a 
policeman  acted,  not  in  the  peace  of  our 
Lord  the  King,  in  the  way  described  in 
the  verdict,  against  the  people.     Putting 
all  the  facts  together,  would  any  one  tell 
him— would  any  lawyer  say — ^that  a  man 
hard  pressed  in  the  way  he  had  described, 
would  not  be  justified  in  saving  his  own 
life,  even  at  the  expense  of  that  of  his  an- 
tagonists? Good  God!  was  a  policeman 
to  have  a  privilege  to  kill  when  and  where 
he  thought  proper  ?    Such  a  thing  might 
be  said  m  that  House,  but  no  man  would 
dare  to  broach  such  a  doctrine  in  a  Court 
of  Law,  for  there  he  would  be  instantly 
set  down,  and  his  bold  assertion  at  once 
meet  with  a  flat  contradiction.  The  police 
were  now  become  soldiers  in  a  different 
dress,  but  were  not  so  well  conducted  as 
soldiers,  at  least    in    his   country.     He 
believed    that  here    the  police  had  in 
general  been  well-governed  and  conducted, 
but  here  was  the  first  case  where  they  were 
convicted  by  a  Jury  of  brutality  and  fero- 
city ;  therefore  he  was  the  more  anxious 
to  take  advantage  of  it,  in  order  that  it 
might  be  a  lesson  to  them,  before  they  got 
so  low  in  the  scale  of  brutality  as  their 
fellows  were  in  Ireland,  for  then  there 
would  be  no  hope  of  them.     Had  the 
Coroner  done    his  duty,  and  drawn  up 
such    an    inquisition    for    the    Jury    as 
it  was  his  duty  to  have  done,  then  no 
criticism  could  possibly  have  set  aside  that 
noble  verdict,  but  it  would  have  been  as 
firmly  settled  in  the  records  of  the  country 
as  it  was  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

Sir  George  Grey  said,  that  it  was  in- 
cumbent upon  him  to  refute  the  assump- 
tions of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  for 
if  they  were  to  go  forth  with  the  weight 
which  his  talents  commanded,  they  were 
calculated  to  do  much  harm.    He  had 

Eerverted  the  case,  not  intentionally,  but 
e  had  assumed  and  stated  as  facts  things 
which    had   no    foundation.     No  man, 

wboiher  lawyar  or  noti  could  doubt  but 


that  the  killing  of  a  policeman  to  the 
charge  of  his  duty  was  murder.  In  this 
case  the  facts  were,  not  that  Culley  had 
pressed  an  individual  threatening  to  take 
his  life,  and  that  he  was  killed  while  so 
pressing  that  individual  so  as  to  endanger 
his  life.  There  had  not  been  a  single  indi- 
vidual  brought  forward  upon  the  inquest 
who  had  received  wounds  which  would  at 
all  endanger  life,  so  that  that  argument 
altogether  fell  from  under  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman.  Had  the  verdict  not 
been  quashed,  an  impression  would  have 
gone  abroad  which  would  have  been  dan* 
gerous,  that  a  man  had  a  right  to  resist 
the  constituted  authorities  even  unto 
death. 

Mr.  Godson  regretted  that  his  Majesty's 
Government,  through  their  law  officers, 
had  thought  it  necessary  to  quash  the  tn« 
quisition  ;  it  would  have  been  much  wiser 
if  the  verdict  had  been  permitted  to  re- 
main attached  to  it,  because  it  was  the  in- 
quisition only  which  had  been  attacked, 
and  not  the  verdict ;  the  latter  was  the 
act  of  the  Coroner  alone.  The  Jury  had 
found  the  verdict  of  '*  Justifiable  Homi- 
cide;" that  the  police,  of  which  Robert 
Culley  was  one,  had  made  an  unprovoked 
attack — he  would  not  use  the  other  words 
of  the  verdict,  because  he  wished  to  dis- 
cuss the  subject  calmly,  temperately,  and 
dispassionately — that  the  police  bad  made 
an  unprovoked  attack  on  the  multitude, 
and  that  one  of  that  multitude  had  caused, 
in  a  justifiable  manner,  his  death.  Who 
was  there  in  England  would  say,  that 
seventeen  men  on  their  oaths  had  found  a 
verdict  which  was  contrary  to  the  fact, 
and  that  they  had  thereby  violated  their 
oaths  ?  [Sir  Cf,  Grey  did  not  impute  to  them 
a  violation  of  their  oaths,  but  they  were 
wrong  in  point  of  law.]  He  was  sorry  that 
Government  had  ever  raised  the  question, 
but  as  a  lawyer,  he  was  justified  in  saying, 
that  there  was  no  legal  power  to  quash 
the  verdict.  The  Jury  fouQd,  that  the  blow 
that  had  been  given  was  justifiable — that 
was  found  as  a  fact ;  and  no  Gentleman 
required  to  be  told,  that  all  the  facts  of  the 
case  should  not  be  stated  in  the  verdict. 
If  an  action  was  brought,  the  verdict  was 
either  for  the  plaintiff  or  defendant ;  so  in 
a  case  of  murder,  the  verdict  was  either 
guilty  or  not  guilty.  The  whole  conduct 
of  Government  only  went  to  impugn,  not 
the  verdict,  but  the  inquisition,  which  was 
drawn  up  by  the  Coroner,  who  knew  what 

be  had  to  draw  out,  ^od  udf^i  ban  diawa 
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a  good  ioquifiitioD ;  he  might  have  averred, 
that  a  number  of  persons  were  collected 
together— that  the  police  made  an  unpro- 
voked attack  on  them — that  R.  Culley 
v/a9  vue  of  those  police — and  that  the  blow 
was  given  by  a  person  so  attacked,  which 
was  necessary  to  save  his  own  life.  In 
that  form  the  inquisition  would  have 
supported  the  verdict,  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  would  never  have  quashed  the  in- 
quisition,  and  the  Trial  by  Jury  would  not 
have  been  questioned.  The  mistake,  there- 
fore, was  with  the  Coroner,  Who  alone  was 
censurable,  and  not  the  Jury.  He  trusted, 
that  the  people  would  thus  know,  that 
in  what  had  taken  place,  no  censure 
had  been  cast  on  the  Trial  by  Jury.  The 
verdict  had  not  been  attacked,  and  Go- 
vernment had  gone  out  of  their  way  in 
getting  the  inquisition  quashed^  The 
hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General  stated, 
that  one  reason  for  quashing  the  verdict 
was  for  fear  it  should  ever  be  tendered  in 
evidence  in  any  criminal  case.  He  had 
looked  for  authorities,  and  he  could  find 
no  instance  in  which  an  inquisition  had 
ever  been  tendered  in  evidence.  The  only 
part  of  the  proceedings  which  could  be 
evidence  was  the  depositions  of  witnesses. 
He  again  deplored  the  steps  that  had  been 
taken  by  his  Majesty's  Government  which 
went  to  stultify  their  own  acts. 

Mr.  Hume  was  sorry  that  the  Solicitor 
General  was  not  in  the  House  to  hear  the 
convincing  arguments  which  had  been 
adduced  by  the  learned  Gentleman  who 
had  last  spoken ;  and  deprecated  the  idea 
of  the  Solicitor  General  producing  the 
bill  calling  the  meeting  together,  as  evi- 
dence against  the  parties  who  were  as- 
sembled without  any  proof  to  show  from 
whence  it  came,  and  by  whom  it  was 
issued.  He  regretted  the  obloquy  which 
had  been  thrown  upon  the  police  by  these 
transactions,  while  the  idea  of  any  im- 
portance being  attached  to  the  meeting, 
and  the  attempt  to  magnify  the  proceed- 
ing into  treason  were  completely  ridicu- 
loas.  The  learned  Solicitor  General  had 
been  left  without  a  leg  to  stand  on ;  that 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  unfairly 
alladed  to  the  opinions  which  hon.  Mem- 
bers expressed  whilst  the  inquest  was 
holding,  forgetting  the  proclamatwn  which 
bad  been  issued  by  the  Government  offer- 
ing a  reward  of  200/.  for  the  apprehension 
of  the  murderer  of  Culley,  whilst  a  verdict 
existed  of  justifiable  homicide.  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government  appeared  to  be  making 


every  effort  to  bring  that  Government  into 
disrepute  with  the  peopta  of  England* 
It  being  three  o'clock,  the  Debate  was 

adjourned. 

East-India  Company's  Charter.] 
Mr.  Charles  Grant  moved  the  Order  of 
the  Day  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  East-India  Com- 
pany's Charter. 

On  the  question  that  the  Speaker  leave 
the  Chair, 

Sir  George  Staunton  got  up  to  move  as 
an  Amendment  to  that,  certain  Resolu- 
tions relative  to  India,  which  he  had 
brought  forward  on  last  Tuesday  se'nnight, 
but  which  he  had  not  then  an  opportunity 
of  having  read  to  the  House^  He  was 
anxious  that  those  Resolutions  should  be 
entered  upon  the  Journals ;  but  considering 
the  anxiety  which  the  House  must  feel  to 
bear  the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, the  President  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol, he  would  not  detain  them  by  enter- 
ing then  upon  any  discussion  of  the  affairs 
of  India,  but  simply  content  himself  with 
moving  the  following  Resolutions  :-»• 

1.  That  British  intercourse  with  China  is  the 
source  whence  this  country  is  exclusively  sup- 
plied with  teaman  article  in  such  universal  use 
as  to  be  nearly  equivalent  to  a  necessary  of 
Ufe^  and  through  the  consumption  of  which  a 
revenue  of  between  three  and  four  millions 
sterling  is  annually  raised  with  greater  facility 
and  certainty,  and  with  less  pressure  on  the 
people,  than  in  the  case  of  any  other  tax  of 
equal  amount ;  and  that  this  trade  moreover 
employs  a  very  considerable  extent  of  British 
shipping,  is  the  medium  of  the  export  of  the 
manufactures  and  productions  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  British  possessions  in  India,  to 
the  amount  in  annual  value  of  some  millions 
sterling,  besides  affording  a  certain  and  con- 
venient channel  for  the  remittance  to  Europe 
of  that  portion  of  the  Indian  revenues  required 
to  meet  the  home  charges  in  this  country. 

2.  That  this  branch  of  British  commerce 
being  of  such  great  importance  to  the  inter- 
ests of  this  country,  even  while  it  continues,  as 
at  present,  confined  to  a  single  port,  and  that 
port  one  of  the  least  advantageous  in  the  Chinese 
dominions,  either  for  the  export  of  the  staple 
commodities  of  China,  or  the  dispersion  among 
the  Chinese  population  of  the  chief  manufac- 
tures and  productions  of  Europe,  it  is  not  easy 
to  estimate  the  vas^  field  which  would  hie 
opened  to  the  enterprise  and  the  industry  of 
the  manufacturing  and  producing  classes  in 
this  country,  if  such  an  improved  understand- 
ing could  be  effected  between  the  Governments 
of  Great  Britain  and  China  as  might  lead  to  a 
free  and  unrestricted  intercourse  of  British 
subjects  with  the  ingenious  and  industriotts 
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population  of  an  empire,  exceeding  in  rei pectl 
to  numbers,  extent,  and  natural  resources,  the 
aggregate  amount  of  all  the  nations  of  civilized 
Europe. 

3.  That  the  peculiar  jealousy  of  foreign 
intercourse  which  distinguishes  the  govern- 
ments of  all  the  nations  beyond  the  Ganges 
having  been  fully  exemplified  by  the  exclusion 
of  all  foreigners,  the  Dutch  only  excepted, 
from  the  ports  of  Japan,  and,  without  any 
exception,  from  several  of  the  ports  of  China, 
to  which  formerly  they  were  freely  admitted, 
and  by  the  obstructions  which  have  been  found 
insurmountable  to  any  extensive  beneficial 
intercourse  with  Cochin  China,  and  the  other 
minor  states,  and  being  partially  mitigated  in 
the  single  instance  only  of  the  port  of  Canton,  it 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  i^l  legislative 
measures,  in  any  manner  affecting  a  branch  of 
British  commerce  at  once  so  valuable  and  so 
capable  of  improvement,  and  yet  so  precarious, 
should  be  founded  on  the  fullest  and  most 
impartial  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances 
which  have  contributed  to  place  it  in  its  pre- 
sent poaition. 

4.  That,  in  the  first  place,  instead  of  being 
regulated  by  international  treaties^  and  placed 
under  the  recognized  protection  of  a  public 
Minister  at  the  capital,  and  an  acknowledged 
consul  at  the  port  of  trade,  as  is  customary  in 
other  civiliseu  states,  it  is  wholly  abandoned 
to  the  arbitmrv  control  of  the  Chinese  local 
authorities,  and  is  by  those  authorities  subject- 
ed to  many  very  severe  and  vexatious  burthens, 
and  to  various  personal  restrictions  and  priva- 
tions of  the  most  galling  and  oppressive 
nature. 

5.  That  these  evils,  in  the  second  place,  are 
wholly  attributable  to  the  nature  and  character 
of  the  Chinese  government,  and  not  to  any 
want  of  proper  spirit  and  firmness  in  the 
agents  of  the  East-India  government,  who 
have,  u|ion  various  occasions,  opposed  the 
arbitrary  and  oppressive  Acts  of  the  Local 
Government  with  considerable  success,  and  in 
a  manner  which  individuals,  pursuing  their 
separate  interests,  and  unconnected  by  any 
bond  of  union,  never  could  have  attempted  ; 
and  have  thus  repeatedly  secured,  for  the  ge- 
neral interests  of  the  foreign  trade,  privileges  of 
the  most  essential  importance,  and  averted 
from  it  evils  of  the  roost  serious  description, 
solely  through  the  influence  derived  from  the 
magnitude  of  their  commercial  dealings. 

G.  Tliat  this  influence,  being  the  sole  exist- 
ing check  now  in  operation  for  the  control  and 
counteraction  of  the  corrupt  local  administra- 
tors of  the  peculiarly  arbitrary  and  despotic 
government  of  China,  it  is  indispensably 
necessary  to  the  security  of  our  valuaole  com- 
merce with  that  country,  that  whenever  any 
change  shall  be  made  in  the  British  commercial 
system,  having  the  effect  of  putting  an  end  to 
this  influence,  an  equal  or  greater  instrument 
of  protection  be  at  the  same  time  created  and 
substituted  for  it,  under  the  sanction  of  a 
pational  treaty  between  the    two  countries, 
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without  whieh  previoiis  sanotton,  any  atteoA  tli 
to  appoint  national  functionaiiea  at  Canl#    t.o 
for  the  protection  of  trade,  would,  in  ^-  ^ 
sent  state  of  our  relations  with  China,  ooto^ 
prove  of  little  advantage  to  the  subject,  bat  a!f 
be  liable,  in  a  serious  degree,  to  comprom^ 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Crown. 

7.  That  notwithstanding  the  failure, 
respect,  of  all  complimentary  embaanei 
Court  of  Pekin,  however  otherwise  be 

they  may  have  been  in  raising  and  prod     

the  due  recognition  of  the  national  cbaradfl^ 
the  evidence  of  the  treaties  which  have  b^p 
repeatedly  negociated  by  the  Chinese  govern* 
ment  with  that  of  Rnssia,  through  the  medram 
of  the  Commissioners  duly  appointed  on  both 
sides,  not  only  for  the  adjustment  of  bound- 


aries, but  for  the  regnlation  of  tnid«»  prote 
that  there  is  no  insurmouutable  obetncle  to 
such  an  arrangement. 

8.  That  in  the  event  of  these  expectations 
not  being  realised,  and  it  proving  impractic- 
able to  replace  the  influence  of  the  £ast*Indta 
Company  s  authorities  by  any  system  of  nati- 
onal protection  directly  emanating  torn  the 
Crown,  it  will  than  be  axpadieot  (iho«|^  only 
in  the  last  report)  to  withdraw  tba  British 
commerce  altogether  from  the  control  of  the 
Chinese  authorities,  and  to  establish  it  in  some 
insular  position  on  the  Chinese  coast  where  it 
may  be  satisfactorily  carried  on,  beyond  the 
reach  of  acts  of  oppression  and  molestation,  to . 
which  an  unresisting  submission  would  be 
equally  prejudicial  to  the  national  hoaour  and 
the  national  interests  of  this  country. 

9.  That,  lastly,  the  state  of  the  trade  under 
the  operation  of  the  Chinese  laws  in  respect  to 
homicides  committed  by  foreigners  in  that 
country,  calls  for  the  early  interposition  of  the 
Legislature,  those  laws  being  practically  so 
unjust  and  intolerable  that  Uieyhave  in  no 
instance  for  the  last  forty-nine  years  bean  aob- 
mitted  to  by  British  subjects ;  great  loss  and 
injury  to  their  commercial  interests  accruing 
from  the  suspension  of  the  trade  in  consequence 
of  such  resistance,  and  the  gnilty  as  well  as 
the  innocent  escape  with  impunity :  and  that 
it  is,  therefore,  expedient  to  pot  an  end  to  this 
anomalous  state  of  the  law,  by  the  creation  of 
a  British  naval  tribunal  upon  the  spot,  tirith 
competent  authority  for  the  trial  and  punisb- 
ment  of  such  offences. 

The  Resolutions,  which  were  put  by 
way  of  Amendment,  were  negatived  witb* 
out  a  division. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Eaat-India  Company* 
Charier  Acta. 

Mr.  Charles  Grant  said,  that  he  rose 
in  pursuance  of  the  notice  which  he  had 
given  a  few  days  ago  of  his  intenlion  to 
bring  before  the  House  on  that  night  cer- 
tain Resolutions  respecting  the  East- India 
Company's  charter.  He  felt  persuaded  that 
the  House  would  agree  with  him  iu  thinking 
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that  the  tuUact  was  second  in  importance 
to  none  of  those  weighty  questions  which 
had  Icrtely  oceopied  the  attention  of  the 
legislature.  He  might  even  go  further 
and  say,  in  reference  to  the  vast  extent  of 

b territory  concerned,  and  the  multitude  of 
l^aman  beings  whose  fate  turned  on  the 
lecisioD  of  the  question,  that  this  subject 
^imed  priority  over  ali  those  which  bad 
flready  so  anvously  absorbed  their  atten- 
tidiu  At  the  same  time,  he  was  perfectly 
awa|i|  that  the  subject  was  one  which 
faile^n  exciting  that  strong  interest  which 
belonged  to  some  other  topics  recently 
discusied,  and  he,  therefore,  felt  that  he 
was  peculiarly  entitled  to  bespeak  the 
indulgence  of  the  Committee  for  whatever 
observations  he  should  have  to  offer.  The 
details  into  which  he  should  be  obliged  to 
enter  must,  of  course,  from  the  nature  of 
the  subject,  be  in  some  respects  tedious 
and  uajnteresting ;  but  he  trnsted  that 
the  House  would  do  him  the  fovour  (here- 
called  the  word) — he  doubted  not  that 
hon.  Members  would  do  their  duty,  by 
seriously  attending  to  the  subject  now 
brought  under  their  consideration.  He 
called  them  away  from  other  topics,  which 
might  awaken  more  intense  interest  from 
the  circumstance  of  party  and  political 
feeling  beine  involved  in  them — ^he  called 
their  attention  away  from  such  exciting 
topics,  to  one,  in  which,  neither  party  nor 
political  feeling,  was«  or  ought  to  be, 
mixed  up,  for  he  hoped,  that  no  one  would 
approach  the  subject,  without  bearing  in 
mind,  that  the  prmciple  on  which  the  Le- 
l^itlature  shoulci  act,  was  with  a  view  to 
benefit  the  native  inhabitants  of  India,  and 
through  them,  ultimately  to  benefit  this 
country.  This  was  the  first  and  paramount 
duty  of  the  House  in  dealing  with  the 
question  now  before  it.  He  was  happy  to 
think,  that  the  subject,  great  and  moment- 
008  as  it  was,  and  uninteresting  as  it 
might  appear  at  first  sight,  was  yet  not 
eotirely  new  nor  strange  to  many  of  those 
whom  he  had  the  honour  to  address.  The 
Tarioas  Committees  which  had  of  late  years 
eiamined  the  subject  had  rendered  it 
more  fiimiliar  to  the  House,  and  especially 
to  individuals  who  took  an  interest  in  Indian 
affairs,  than  it  was  at  any  former  period. 
The  Resolutions  which  he  intended  to  sub- 
mit to  the  House,  would  be  brief  and 
ftimple,  and  would  relate  chiefly,  if  not 
eotirely.  to  the  dtsrussions  which  had 
taken  place  between  the  Government  and 
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result  of  those  discussions ;  they  would 
show  the  bases  of  the  arrangement 
which  the  Qovemment  recommended 
the  House  to  form  with  the  East-India 
Company.  The  papers,  and  all  the 
correspondence  which  passed  between  his 
Majesty's  Government,  and  the  directors 
of  the  East-India  Company,  had  been 
before  the  House  for  several  weeks,  and 
the  documents  had  been  before  the  publio 
for  some  months;  and  the  subject  had  been 
so  amply  canvassed  and  discussed  by  all 
classes,  that  gentlemen  could  be  at  no  loss 
to  form  an  opinion  on  the  question.  In 
stating  his  Resolutions  to  the  House,  it 
would  be  his  duty  to  refer  to  some  other 
measures,  which,  though  not  embodied  in 
those  Resolutions,  he  thought  it  essential 
to  introduce  into  any  Bill  or  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  might.be  passed  in  pursuance 
of  them.  These  were  measures  or  a  general 
character,  the  principle  of  which  had  been 
amply  developed  in  the  documents  before 
the  House.  He  proceeded  then  to  ap* 
proach  the  consideration  of  the  subject, 
not  only  with  reference  to  the  future  go- 
vernment of  India,  to  the  points  immedi- 
ately at  issue,  but  with  reference  to  those 
general  measures  on  which  the  interests  of 
our  Indian  empire  must  depend ;  and  he 
approached  the  consideration  of  them,  with 
a  deep — he  had  almost  said  overwhelming 
— sense  of  their  importance.  But  in 
stating  the  general  measures  contemplated 
by  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  which  were  the 
most  important,  it  was  necessary,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  advert  to  the  existing  re- 
lations between  the  present  Administration 
and  the  East- India  Company,  He  should, 
therefore,  first  offer  some  observations  on 
the  discussions  to  which  he  had  referred, 
and  he  would  then  state  some  particulars,  to 
which  he  hoped  to  obtain  the  attention  of 
the  House.  The  question  first  in  import- 
ance  respected  the  agency  by  which  the 
political  administration  of  India  was  to  be 
conducted  ;  then  came  the  question  re- 
specting the  trade  of  this  country  with  the 
East  Indies,  and  the  eastern  world  gene- 
rally;  and  finally,  the  proposed  agreement, 
and  the  terms  of  the  proposition  made  to 
the  East-India  Company,  upon  which  he 
was  to  submit  a  plan  to  the  House.  With 
respect  to  the  political  administration  of 
India,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Company, 
the  first  question  naturally  was,  '^  why  any 
change  should  take  place  V*  To  that 
question.  th<>  answer  was,  that  Parliament 
the  East-India  Company,  and  embody  the  I.  having  fiied  a  |)eriod  for  the  revision  of. 
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the  existing  system  of  goveroment  in  India, 
it  was  right  that  Parliament  and  Govern- 
ment should  look  into  the  merits  of  the 
whole  case,  and  take  into  account  the 
change  of  circumstances  and  progress  of 
events,  which  might  have  affected  the 
question ;  but  the  reasons  which  had  in- 
duced him  to  propose  such  measures  as  he 
now  brought  forward,  he  should  more  par- 
ticularly explain  and  develop  as  he  pro- 
ceeded. In  looking  at  the  condition  of 
India,  as  to  its  political  administration,  he 
was  disposed  to  consider  thp  practical 
operation  of  the  system,  without  reference 
to  mere  theoretical  symmetry  of  design. 
He  cared  not  what  seeming  anomalies 
might  exist;  the  only  question  was,  whether 
the  working  of  the  system  produced  prac- 
tically beneficial  effects?  He  knew  as 
well  as  any  one  that  there  were  evils  in  the 
practice  and  working  of  the  present  system 
of  government — ^that  there  was  a  too  great 
weight  of  taxation — that  justice  was  de- 
lay«l,  not  fairly  dealt  out  to  all.  He 
readily  admitted  the  existence  of  those 
evils,  but  when  he  was  questioned  upon  the 
practical  bearings  of  the  system,  he  would 
say,  look  to  the  whole  of  that  country,  both 
under  the  present  government  and  under 
former  governments,  and  look  to  the  co- 
lonial dependencies  of  other  empires,  and 
compare  them  with  India  now.  When 
the  present  government  was  compared 
with  former  governments,  it  was  found,  that 
the  natives  of  India  were  in  a  better  situa- 
tion now  than  ever  they  were,  with  the 
exception  of  a  single  period,  under  the  sway 
of  one  Mogul  Emperor,  whose  happy  reign 
was  yet  atheme  of  grateful  praise.  In  com- 
paring the  condition  of  our  Indian  popula- 
tion, with  that  of  the  colonies  of  Spain,  of 
Portugal,  of  Holland,  and  even  of  some 
of  our  own  colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  he 
must  claim  for  the  inhabitants  of  our  Indian 
possessions  much  greater  advantages  than 
were  enjoyed  by  the  colonies  of  any  other 
nation;  and  let  them  remember,  that  it  was 
on  the  influence  of  that  government  over 
the  welfare  of  100,000,000  of  people,  they 
were  about  to  decide.  If  they  went  back 
to  the  administration  of  the  government  of 
India  for  the  last  forty  years,  it  would  be 
seen,  that  it  had  effected  a  great  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  the  people  of 
India.  He  did  not  wish  to  go  further  back, 
for  there  were  some  acts  done  under  the  go- 
vernment of  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  of  the 
government  which  immediately  preceded 
hisy  which  he  did  not  and  could  not  ap- 


704 

prove  of.  But  the  governmeiit  of  India, 
for  the  last  forty  years  had,  ivitb  all  its 
faults  and  imperfections,  proved  of  the 
greatest  benefit  to  the  people  of  tbat 
country.  A  government  which  should 
distinguish  itself  by  a  brilliant  career,  was 
not  that  which  was  required  by  the  people^ 
of  India.  Such  had  not  been  the  charac  J 
ter  of  government  within  the  period  /  ] 
which  he  had  referred.  It  was,  he  wou* 
say,  sluggish,  and  not  calculated  .^ 
make  any  great  or  rapid  strides ;  bit  it 
was  such  a  government  as  the  peo 
quired — ^it  gave  ample  security  to  jfamu 
and  property;  it  exerted  vigilance  ^uaiast 
any  encroachment  of  violence  andVrapa- 
city ;  it  gave  to  the  people  repose,  secunty, 
and  tranquillity.  The  very  jealousy  ex- 
cited by  the  nature  of  the  Company's  mo. 
nopoly,  had  been  security  to  the  natives 
against  the  encroachments  of  others^  And 
when  it  was  asked  what  the  Company  bad 
done  for  the  peopleof  India,  the  Company 
had  a  victorious  answer  in  the  fiict,  that 
the  native  population,  if  they  had  not  been 
greatly  advanced,  had  been  amply  pro- 
tected. Within  the  last  twenty  years,  the 
native  population  had  acquired  a  political 
existence,  which  was  fully  recogniied  by 
our  Government — a  circumstance  which 
would  have  been  treated  as  quite  chimerical 
if  it  had  been  talked  of  some  years  before. 
The  consequence  of  this  improvement  was, 
that  the  people  were  now  beginning  to 
feel  and  to  acknowledge  the  value  of  the 
laws.  Public  opinion  and  public  feeling 
in  this  country,  were  now  acting  on  the 
government  of  the  people  of  India— 
not  producing  any  violent  effects,  but 
operating  to  the  amelioration  of  their 
condition,  by  the  slow  but  certain  process 
of  kindness.  These,  then,  were  reasons 
which  would  justify  the  continuance 
of  the  political  government  of  India  in  the 
hands  of  the  Company  for  a  time  longer; 
but  there  were,  besides,  other  reasons  for 
the  continuance  of  the  Company's  admia- 
istration.  To  these  he  would  not  now 
advert  in  detail ;  but  there  was  one  point 
which  he  could  not  omit  to  notice — ^tt  was, 
that  by  the  interposition  of  the  Company 
between  this  country  and  the  people  of 
India,  India  had  been  preserved  from  being 
agitated  by  those  constant  fluctoations 
of  party  and  political  feelings,  which 
were  so  strong  in  this  country,  and 
than  which,  nothing  would  have  opposed 
a  more  formidable  barrier  to  the  im- 
provement   of    the    people    of    lodis* 
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of  Ub,  >  had  now  briefly  stated  some  of  the 
tbiEis  isons  which  had  induced  the  Govera- 
dk  iot  to  believe  that,  on  the  whole,  it 
of  kfuld  be  the  wisest  plan  to  continue  the 
siKuJii  dropany  in  the  political  administration 
ff.rji  the  country.  He  thought  it  was  clear, 
pecifi^ikat  any  other  form  of  government  might 
m-ie  liable  to  the  same  inconveniences  with 
kAJ  which  the  East-India  Company's  govern- 
K^ment  was  formed.  An^  other  form  of 
<]  government  would  be  likely  to  produce 
very  considerable  evils.  What  were  the 
circumstances  that  marred  the  efficiency 
of  the  East-India  Company's  government  ? 
One  circannstance  was  the  union  of  its 
trade  with  its  government.  This  had  been 
a  generally  admitted  principle,  he  thought, 
until  he  heard  to-night  two  hon.  Members 
arguing  for  the  government  to  continue  in 
the  East-India  Company  both  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  laws  and  the  exclusive  trade 
with  China.  It  was  felt,  however,  to  be  a 
great  inconvenience  that  the  Company 
should  be  permitted  to  carry  on  trade.  He 
objected  to  it,  not  on  the  ground  of  theory 
merely,  but  of  practical  inconvenience.  He 
said  more  than  this  —that  the  union  of  the 
sovereign  and  the  trader  in  that  country 
was  calculated  to  give  a  false  impression 
of  the  character  of  the  government.  The 
object  of  the  trader  was  mercantile  profit. 
That  was  once  the  object  of  the  East- 
India  Company ;  but  although  that  was 
now  no  longer  its  object,  the  people  could 
not  help  tninking  that  their  rulers  were 
still  governed  by  that  ancient  principle. 
Nothing,  therefore,  more  marred  the  per- 
fect efficiency  of  the  present  government 
in  India  than  the  union  of  trader  and 
sovereign.  Another  circumstance  which 
tended  considerably  to  detract  from  the 
efficiency  of  the  Company's  government 
in  India  was  the  want  of  a  proper  check 
in  the  expenditure  of  the  subordinate 
presidencies.  This  control  was  deficient 
not  only  in  the  government  at  home,  but 
in  the  supreme  government  in  India,  and 
the  result  wasy  that  som.e  of  the  presidencies 
involved  themselves  in  nianv  expenses 
which  were  not  necessary.  The  cause  of 
this  was,  that  the  Company,  relying  on 
its  commerce  for  the  payment  of  its  divi- 
deodst  paid  less  attention  than  it  might 
otherwise  do  to  the  expenditure  of  its 
territorial  revenue.  He  did  not  mean  to 
say,  that  the  members  of  the  East-India 
Company  were  more  indifferent  to  the 
prosperity  of  their  territorial  revenue  than 
others  would  have  been  in  their  situation, 
VOL.  XVIII.  {2-i} 


but  simply  that  they  had  no  peculiar 
interest  in  attending  to  that  revenue,  and 
that,  consequently,  it  could  not  be  expected 
that  they  should  watch  its  expenditure  so 
narrowly  as  it  ought  to  be  watched. 
Another  circumstance  which  had  interfered 
with  the  efficiency  of  the  government  in 
India  was  the  interference  which  too  often 
took  place  from  home.  It  was  essential 
to  the  well-being  of  India  that  confidence 
should  be  placed  in  its  administration, 
and  that,  as  far  as  possible,  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  home  authorities  should  be 
confined  to  cases  of  a  strong  and  extraor- 
dinary nature,  or  rather  to  cases  of  a 
general  nature.  All  that  depended  on  the 
administration  of  the  government  in  India 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  administration 
there.  Having  once  resolved  to  place 
confidence  in  those  to  whom  they  delegated 
the  government  of  India,  that  confidence 
must  be  very  large  indeed,  or  otherwise 
the  government  there  could  not  be  efficient. 
He  thought  for  the  reasons  he  had  men- 
tioned, as  well  as  for  other  reasons,  the 
nature  of  which  was  well  known  to  the 
House,  that  it  was  on  the  whole  most 
expedient  to  maintain  the  political  admin- 
istration of  the  East  Indies  in  the  hands  of 
the  East-India  Company.  He  would  now 
say  a  few  words  regarding  the  trade  of 
that  Company.  The  House  was  aware 
that  the  Company  had  now  the  monopoly 
of  an  extensive  trade  to  China,  and  the 
question  was,  in  what  manner  the  House 
should  deal  with  that  part  of  the  subject. 
He  scarcely  knew  whether  it  was  necessary 
for  him  to  enter  at  any  length  into  that 
question,  because  it  was  one  on  which  the 
people — he  meant  the  nation — had  made 
up  their  mind.  If  he,  however,  felt  as  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown,  that  the  decision  of 
the  nation  was  not  founded  in  justice,  it 
would  not  be  proper  in  him  to  come  for- 
ward and  propose  the  alteration.  Therefore 
he  would  confess,  it  was  not  merely  because 
it  had  been  decided  by  the  people,  but  it 
was  also  on  other  grounds  that  he  proposed 
to  open  that  trade.  As  far  as  regarded 
the  voice  of  the  nation,  he  must  say, that  it 
was  not  the  clamour  of  the  moment,  but 
it  was  the  voice  of  an  enlightened  com«- 
munity,  formed  during  a  succession  of 
years,  and  particularly  during  the  period 
since  the  last  renewal  of  the  Company's 
charter.  But  he  would  refer  to  the  course  of 
events,  and  the  progress  of  commercial  en- 
terprise. It  was  impossible  for  any  person 
to  look  at  the  progress  of  our  commercial 
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system  for  tbc  last  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty 
years,  and  not  to  know,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible any  longer  to  continue  restrictions 
on  commerce.  Our  commercial  policy 
fifleen  years  ago  was  restrictive,  and 
although  many  restrictions  had  already 
been  removed,  he  was  ready  to  admit,  that 
there  wereothers  which  it  would  be  better  to 
remove.The  result  had  proved  thatcommerce 
had  been  struggling  under  the  trammels 
which  confined  itjuntil  at  last  it  had  broke 
through  them,  and  it  became  necessary 
to  do  away  witli  the  restrictive  system; 
and  at  this  moment,  when  there  was  a  new 
field  for  commercial  enterprise,  and  when 
America  had  emancipated  herself  from 
the  thraldom  which  cramped  her  energies 
and  limited  her  commercial  spirit,  when' 
all  those  things  were  taken  into  consider- 
ation, he  thought  it  high  time  that  this 
country  should  proceed  in  the  same  career 
of  liberality  and  justice.  All  the  nations 
of  Europe  were  now  rushing  into  the 
contest.  If  this  country  meant  to  main- 
tain her  position  as  a  great  mercantile 
nation,  she  must  pursue  that  course  of 
liberal  policy,  without  which,  however  in 
former  times  she  had  obtained  the  wealth 
of  her  nations,  she  could  not  maintain 
those  great  sources  of  wealth  which  he 
trusted  Divine  Providence  had  still  pre- 
served for  her.  The  exclusive  privilege 
of  the  trade  with  China  upon  every  ground 
must  now  be  considered  to  have  arrived  at 
its  natural  termination.  But  there  were 
circumstances  which,  even  if  the  House 
and  the  country  were  prepared  to  con- 
tinue the  monopoly,  would  require  its 
termination.  There  were  circumstances 
connected  with  the  trade  itself  which 
called  for  its  termination.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  diminution  of  the 
profits  of  the  India-trade,  the  East-Indiu 
Company  felt  themselves  some  time  ago, 
obliged  to  absindon  that  trade.  The  China 
trade  was  a  trade  decreasing  rather  than 
increasing  in  profits.  The  profits  of  that 
trade  diminished  in  the  following  ratio  : — 
He  would  take  the  period  of  the  last 
fifteen  years.  The  profits  of  the  trade,  in 
the  first  five  years  of  that  period,  were 
1,300,000/.;  for  the  second  five  years, 
830,000/.;  and  for  the  last  five  years, 
565,000/.  There  was,  however,  a  further 
necessity  for  putting  an  end  to  that  trade 
— it  was  the  particular  relation  of  this 
country  with  the  Chinese.  That,  in  his 
opinion,  constituted  a  main  difficulty 
against  continuing  the  monopoly.     The 


Chinese  were  a  sensiUe,  jealous,  and  ca- 
pricious people.  They  were  despotic  and 
arbitrary,  and  circumstances  might  oocar 
that  would  excite  a  collision  between  them 
and  this  country.  That,  among  others, 
was  with  him  a  most  material  ground  why 
the  exclusive  privileges  of  carrying  on 
trade  with  that  empire  ought  not  to  be 
confined  to  one  body  of  men.  He  spoke 
of  the  servants  of  the  Company  employed 
at  China  as  men  of  great  ability,  who  did 
their  duty  well,  but  their  positioo  was 
ambiguous  and  etnbarras8ing,aiHl  occatioa- 
ally,  very  invidious.  They  had,  nominally, 
no  power,  but  still  they  were,  at  times, 
obliged  to  interpose  with  all  the  weight  of 
their  national  character,  and,  at  other 
times,  to  profess  their  utter  inability  to 
control  individuals  belonging  to  the  qobi- 
munity  they  were  thought  to  represent. 
Their  position  was,  therefore,  amoignoirs 
and  embarrassing,  and  could  not  i^ii  of 
eliciting  suspicion.  But  it  had  been  said 
that  the  mono|>oly  of  the  Hong  mcrchaots 
was  such,  that  it  required  a  monopoly,  in 
order  to  meet  it.  He  thought,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  abolition  of  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  the  East-India  Company  would 
tend  much  of  itself  to  do  away  with  the 
monopoly  of  the  Hong  merchants.  This 
monopoly  had  not  alwaysexisted  in  China : 
it  was  not  even  coeval  widi  the  existence 
of  the  FASt-India  Company.  The  first 
attempt  to  establish  that  system  of  mono- 
poly occurred  in  the  year  1715,  when 
some  of  the  principal  merchants  of  Canton 
determined  to  establish  a  monoply  of  the 
English  trade.  They  were  prudent  and 
sensible  men,  and  they  saw  the  ereai 
pecuniary  advantage  which  monopolinng 
the  intercourse  with  England  would  be  to 
themselves  personally,  and  they  tery 
naturally,  therefore,  endeavoured  to  secure 
it.  They  were,  however,  strenuously  op- 
posed by  the  Bast-India  Company,  and  in 
consequence  of  this  opposition,  the  plan 
was  soon  afterwards  abandoned,  and  H 
was  not  again  attempted  for  a  consider- 
able period.  Subsequently,  however*  about 
the  year  1760  (hebelieved),  the  project  was 
renewed,  and  that  time  it  proved  success- 
ful. It  was  clear,  then,  that  the  monopoly 
of  the  Hong  merchants  had  notalwaysbeen 
considered  essential  to  the  existence  of  the 
intercourse  of  this  country  with  China,  and 
he  thou<>ht  it  probable  tne  abolition  of  die 
East- India  Company's  exclusive  privile^ 
would  tend  to  do  away  with  the  Hong 
merchants*  monopoly  likewiia^    With  ie« 
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g«rd  to  Ihe  argutnenU  whieh  had  been 
brought  against  an  extensioii  of  the  China 
trade-— namely,  that  the  Ohinese  were  a 
auspicioiia  race,  and  would  not  readily  be 
broitght  to  trade  with  the  nation  generally, 
he  would  ask  if  it  was  to  be  wondered  at 
that  they  were  suspicious  of  the  British 
nation  f  and  if  it  were  not  likely  that  their 
sttspicioti  was  much  augmented  by  theh- 
dread  of  the  power  of  the  Company  ?  They 
had  heard  of  the  Company*s  victories  in 
many  parts  of  India,  and  to  a  people  so 
aensitive  as  they  were  as  to  the  approach 
of  any  foreign  power  to  their  territory, 
stich  matters  were  ^et  cause  of  jealousy. 
As  a  proof  of  this,  he  need  only  mention, 
that  daring  our  war  in  the  Nepaul  terri- 
tory, in  1818,  the  Nepaulese  sent  an 
embassy  to  China  to  beg  the  Interference 
of  that  govemioent  with  the  Company. 
With  the  caution  which  usually  markeid 
the  proceedings  of  the  Celestial  Empire  in 
ita  intercourse  with  foreign  states,  the 
aitawer  to  the  application  was  delayed ; 
but  after  some  time  an  app)k*atton  was 
made  to  the  Company  on  the  subject.  An 
embassy  was  sent  to  Nepaul  to  request 
that  we  would  withdraw  fVom  it.  Then 
came  the  Burmese  war ;  and  how  aston 
iahed  the  China  caravan  must  have  been 
to  find,  In  one  of  their  annual  visits 
to  the  capital  of  that  country  for  the 
purposes  of  trade,  to  find,  instead  of  their 
Qsaal  customers,  that  the  place  was  occu- 
pied by  the  forces  of  the  East-India  Com- 
pany. These  were  events  well  calculated 
to  excite  the  jealousy  of  the  Chinese,  but 
if,  instead  of  an  intercourse  with  the  Com- 
pany, which  they  must  regard  more  ia  the 
light  of  the  sovereigns  of  a  powerful 
dominion,  in  their  Immediate  neighbour- 
hood, rather  than  as  a  body  of  merchants, 
they  had  to  deal  with  a  viceroy,  or  other 
public  fanctionary  directly  representing 
thia  country,  and  having  the  management 
of  its  interests  at  Canton,  there  would  be 
Iras  chance  of  any  such  jealousy  arising. 
There  was  another  subject  which  called 
for  some  remarks.  He  meant  the  origin 
and  creation  of  that  targe  body  of  English- 
men at  present  carrying  on  trade  at  Can- 
ton, which  had  arisen  within  the  last 
twenty  years.  Those  traders,  although 
originally  few  in  number,  and  unimportant 
In  a  oommereial  point  of  view,  had  gradu- 
ally- inemased,  and  extended  their  com- 
merce both  in  amount  and  value,  lliat 
two  parties  should  at  the  same  time  exist 
one  0DJoyiiig  a  monopoly,  and  the 


other  carrying  on  business  on  the  princi- 
ples of  free  trade— could  not  foil  of  being 
productive  of  embarrassment  and  incon- 
venience. Those  merchants  had  sprung 
up  into  importance  in  a  very  short  time. 
In  1816  their  shipping  amounted  to  1,000 
tons  only ;  but  since  then  it  had  increased 
to  an  extraordinary  degree.  The  value  of 
their  exports  and  imports  had  increased 
immeusely,  while  the  value  of  the  exports 
and  imports  of  the  East-India  Company 
had  decreased.  It  appeared  that  the  total 
value  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  the 
Company  to  ana  from  China  in  the  year 
1813-14  was  13,500,000/.,  while  the  total 
value  in  1829-30  had  fallen  to  1 1 ,600,000/. 
while  the  total  value  of  the  exports  and 
imports  of  the  Canton  merchants  in 
1813-14  amounted  to  9,000,000/.,  and  in 
1899-30,  it  had  increased  to  31,000,000/. 
The  system  under  which  this  trade  was 
oarriea  on  was  regular  and  complete,  and 
although  contrary  to  the  laws  of  China, 
was  still  patroniaed  by  the  authorities  in 
that  country.  It  was  carried  on  In  five  or 
six  floating  ships,  or  a  sort  of  floating 
colony,  which  were  guarded  by  the  same 
navy  which  guarded  the  ships  belonging 
to  the  Chinese  themselves.  For  though 
the  trade  was  contrary  to  the  law,  it  was 
so  profitable  that  the  local  authorities  not 
only  connived  at  it,  but  by  every  means 
in  their  power  endeavoured  to  extend  it. 
A  complete  and  perfect  system  had  been 
established  under  which  the  private  trader 
was  enabled  to  evade  the  jealous  laws  of 
the  country,  and  to  carry  on  his  traffic 
with  security.  So  much  was  the  whole  a 
matter  of  system,  that  the  money  paid  for 
the  connivance  of  the  commanders  of  the 
guard-ships,  so  far  from  being  transmitted 
in  small  parcels,  and  at  difierent  times,  to 
avoid  detection,  was  paid  at  once  in  one 
round  sum.  It  was  obvious  that  this  state 
of  things  could  not  continue ;  the  compe- 
tition of  such  a  body  as  that  he  had 
described  acting  upon  the  principles  of 
free-trade,  must  eventually  become  too 
powerfVil  for  the  Company,  even  if  its 
monopoly  were  allowed  to  continue.  But 
it  was  objected  that  if  the  trade  be  with- 
drawn from  the  Company,  there  would  be 
a  risk  of  its  being  lost  to  the  country 
altogether.  He  had  no  apprehension  of 
any  such  danger.  He  admitted,  that  great 
prudence  and  caution  ought  to  be  observed 
in  all  our  dealings  with  a  people  of  such 
p^H^uliar  notions  as  the  Chinese ;  but  using 
that  caution  and  that  delicacy  he  had  no 
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fear  of  creating  a  shock  prejudicial  to  our 
interests  in  China  by  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Company's  monopoly.  His  hon, 
friends,  the  member  for  Hampshire,  and 
the  member  for  Berwickshire,  recommend- 
ed that  we  should  take  possession  of  an 
island  somewhere  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Canton,  with  the  view  of  more  effectually 
advancing  the  commercial  interests  of  this 
country  in  China.  But  such  a  project 
would  be  likely  to  fail ;  because  it  would 
in  the  jealous  minds  of  the  Chinese,  excite 
distrust  and  dislike,  and  instead  of  advanc- 
ing, would  inevitably  retard  and  prejudice 
our  interests.  At  present  the  state  of 
.society  in  Canton  was  essentially  amicable ; 
but  the  parties  to  whom  he  had  alluded, 
were  disseminators  of  the  principles  of 
free-trade — they  rallied  round  them  all 
those,  whether  foreigners  or  not,  who  were 
opposed  to  the  exclusive  privilege  of  the 
Company ;  and,  therefore,  though  their 
relations  at  present  be  amicable,  there 
could  be  little  prospect  of  their  continuing 
so  for'  any  considerable  length  of  time. 
He  certainly  should  very  much  regret  that 
circumstances  had  so  turned  out,  if  he 
entertained  the  same  apprehensions  as 
some  Gentlemen  with  respect  to  the 
results ;  but  he  did  not  see  any  ground 
for  those  violent  alarms,  by  which  they 
.were  agitated.  He  admitted,  that  the 
Chinese  were  a  peculiar  people,  and  that 
great  delicacy  of  conduct  ought  to  be 
observed  in  our  dealings  with  them.  It 
would  be  unpardonable,  therefore,  in  the 
Government  and  the  House  not  to  take 
the  strongest  precautions  with  a  view  to 
allay  apprehensions,  and  ward  off  the  great 
evils  which  might  arise  if  those  apprehen- 
sions were  well  founded.  But  he  did  not 
.think,  from  all  that  appeared  in  the  evi- 
dence, that  there  was  any  likelihood  of 
such  a  sudden  revulsion  of  feeling  among 
the  Chinese  as  some  hon.  Gentlemen  an- 
ticipated. His  hon.  friend,  the  member 
for  Hampshire,  in  one  of  his  Resolutions 
.then  before  the  House,  and  in  the  course 
of  his  observations  in  support  of  those 
Resolutions,  had  said,  that  he  thought  the 
trade  with  China  should  be  opened  gradu- 
ally. Now,  in  point  of  fact,  such  was 
already  the  case,  and  considerable  prepress 
had  already  been  made  in  so  opening  the 
trade  as  not  violently  to  offend  the  preju- 
dices of  the  natives.  If,  ten  or  fifteen 
years  ago,  that  hon.  Member  had  been 
asked  what  steps  he  would  recommend  to 
.be  taken  for  the  gradual  opening  of  the 


trade,  he  would  have  no  doobC  answered 
"You  have  a  peculiar  people  to  deal  wkh, 
and  have  to  take  into  account  the  high 
influence  possessed  by  your  traders,  from 
their  wealth  and  character.  You-  must, 
therefore,  be  careful  how  you  deal  with 
the  subject.  You  must  make  it  your 
business  to  admit  foreigpners  who  will  deal 
with  the  natives  on  the  most  just  and 
equitable  principles  of  trade.  Your  next 
step  must  be  to  admit  English  tradecs 
independent  of  the  Company,  whose  trans* 
actions  with  the  natives  ^ould  be  so 
regulated  as  to  advance  the  confidence  of 
the  Chinese.  You  must  then  proceed  by 
discontinuing  gradually  the  system  of 
contracts,  and  of  making  advances  npoa 
them,  in  order  that  the  natives  may  he^ 
to  be  habituated  to  general  trading,  so 
that  at  length  they  may  b^n  to  know 
more  fully  the  feelings  and  circumstances 
under  which  commercial  transactions  are 
carried  on.  You  must  go  still  further,  and 
bring  first  ten  vessels  to  trade  with  them, 
then  fourteen  vessels,  and  then  t«venty, 
and  so  on.''  That  he  would  call  a  gradinl 
extension  of  the  trade.  Now  it  so  hap- 
pened, that  these  were  the  very-  steps 
which  had  been  proceeded  with  during 
the  last  fifteen  years.  The  trade  had  been 
gradually  increased,  the  number  of  vessels 
had  been  gradually  increased,  the  contracts 
had  been  gradually  narrowed  from  160,000 
chests  of  tea  in  one  year  to  100,000  the 
next.  The  ships  of  other  nations  had 
been  sent  in,  large  numbers  of  Englishnien 
were  allowed  to  trade  as  private  traders, 
and  by  their  intercourse  with  those,  the 
merchants  of  Canton  had  become  veil 
acquainted  with  the  fluctuations  of  trade. 
Thus  the  very  course  which  the  hon. 
Member  would  have  recommended  had 
been  followed.  He  (Mr.  Grant)  thonght, 
therefore,  that  he  was  justified  in  saying 
that  the  Chinese  bad  been  giadiiaJly 
prepared  for  an  extension  of  the  trade. 
The  Chinese,  as  a  nation,  were  not  so  void 
of  commercial  enterprise  as  was  generally 
supposed.  Their  seas  were  already  svrarm- 
ing  with  vessels  and  they  carried  on  trade 
subject  to  the  laws  and  chances  of  com- 
merce. They  knew,  that  they  had  to 
expect  that  their  trade  would  one  year 
yield  them  gain,  and  another  year  loss, 
and  that  in  driving  a  great  trade,  great 
fluctuations  must  necessarily  take  place. 
He  thought  that  the  evidence  en  the  sub* 
ject  went  to  show,  that  the  Chinese  were 
prepared  for  a  change  in  the  system  under 
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which  they  had  hitherto  traded  with 
strangers,  and  they  even  showed  a  dispo- 
sition to  effect  a  change.  About  three 
years  ago  a  memorial  was  presented  to 
the  Viceroy  of  Canton  by  the  Hong  mer- 
chants which  was  instructive  and  as  it 
was  not  very  long  he  would  venture  to  read 
it  to  the  House.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man accordingly  read  the  following  extract 
from  a  Memorial  presented  to  the  Viceroy 
of  Canton,  by  the  Hong  merchants,  in 
January,  1831.  '  At  present,  the  last 
division  of  the  said  nation's  Company's 
ahips  is  about  to  leave  the  port  and  return 
home.  We,  prostrate,  beg  that  you  will 
condescend  to  confer  an  edict,  enjoining 
the  said  nation's  Chief,  Marjoribanks, 
to  send  a  letter  home,  to  communicate 
it  to  the  said  nation's  King,  that  if  here- 
after the  said  nation's  Company  be  dis- 
solved, will  there,  as  heretofore,  be  ap- 
pointed a  Chief  to  come  to  Canton,  to 
nave  the  general  management  of  (he 
affiurs  of  the  said  nation's  foreign  mer- 
chants and  ships,  which  come  to  Canton. 
If  no  such  Chief  come  to  Canton,  there 
will  be  no  concentrated  responsibility ; 
end  since,  if  the  said  nation's  country 
ships  and  merchants  come  to  Canton  to 
trade,  the  ships  being  many,  and  the 
men  not  few,  in  the  event  of  any  silly, 
foolish,  ignorant  opposition  to,  and  vio- 
lation of,  the  commands  of  Government, 
after  all,  who  will  be  responsible  ?  The 
Celestial  Empire's  laws  and  regulations 
are  awfully  strict,  and  will  not  admit  of 
the  least  infraction.  The  said  nation 
must  be  ordered  to  make  previous  and 
safe  arrangements;  then,  hereafter, 
public  affairs  will  have  a  head  to  revert 
to,  and  responsibility  will  not  fall  upon 
by-standers.  Thus,  it  may  be  hoped, 
the  commerce  of  the  foreign  merchants 
may  go  on  tranquilly,  and  when  the  time 
comes  to  act,  excuses  be  prevented. 
Whether  our  simple  obscure  views  be 
right  or  not,  we,  prostrate,  submit  and 
wait  till  they  be  examined,  the  request 
g^nted,  and  orders  given  to  be  obeyed. 
lliis  is  really  both  just  and  expedient. 
Should  we  have  to  give  thanks  for  the 
favour  of  compliance,  we,  the  merchants, 
will  wait  till  we  receive  the  important 
commands,  and  forthwith  respectfully 
transcribe  them,  and  communicate  the 
orders.*  That  would  show,  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  the  merchants 
were  not  unprepared  for  the  change  now 

•bout  to  take  place,    The  Viceroy,  in  bis 


answer  said,  *  This  coming  before  me,  the 
Governor,  according  to  the  proof  it 
affords,  I  have  examined,  and  thus  de- 
cide:— ^The  English  nation  has  hereto- 
fore appointed  a  Chief  to  come  to  Can- 
ton, tor  the  general  management  of 
commercial  dealings.  If,  indeed,  after 
the  1 3th  year,  the  time  of  the  Company 
be  fulfilled,  and  it  be  dispersed,  the  said 
nation  no  doubt  ought,  as  before,  to  ap- 
point a  Chief  to  come  to  Canton  to 
manage.  But  what  is  said  in  the  present 
statement,  about  separation  or  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Company,  is  merely  report 
heard  by  the  said  merchants.  Whether 
it  be  really  true  or  not,  still  remains 
uncertain.  However,  that  which  is 
stated  arises  from  public  motives  con- 
cerning the  future,  and  it  is  incumbent 
to  make  previous  arrangements.  As  the 
above-named  statement  has  been  pre- 
sented, I  unite  the  circumstances,  and 
hereby  issue  an  order  to  the  said  Hong 
merchants,  that  they  may  forthwith  enjoin 
my  commands  on  the  said  nation's  Chief 
early  to  send  a  letter  home,  that  if,  in- 
deed, after  the  13th  year  of  Taou-kwang, 
the  Company  be  dissolved,  it  will,  as 
heretofore,  be  incumbent  to  deliberate, 
and  appoint  a  Chief,  who  understands  the 
business,  to  come  to  Canton,  for  the 
general  management  of  the  commercial 
dealings,  by  which  means  affairs  may  be 
prevented  from  going  to  confusion,  and 
benefits  remain  to  commerce.'  From 
that  he  thought  it  would  appear,  that  the 
Chinese  authorities  were  fully  prepared  for 
a  change.  But  it  was  also  a  fact  which 
should  not  be  lost  sight  of,  that  the  people 
of  China,  as  far  as  onr  intercourse  with 
them  enabled  us  to  judge,  were  themselves 
anxious  for  the  continuance,  and,  indeed, 
the  extension,  of  that  intercourse,  though 
it  was  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  the  empire. 
He  would  mention,  as  an  illustration  of 
this,  the  fact  that  a  ship  was  some  time 
ago  fitted  out  by  the  English  at  Canton, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  how  far  it 
would  be  practicable  to  establish  a  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  some  of  those  who 
dwelt  on  the  coasts.  There  was,  at  first, 
some  difificulty  opposed  on  the  part  of  the 
local  authorities,  as  the  orders  of  the 
Government  are  very  strict  in  that  respect, 
but  by  a  little  perseverance,  and  the 
advantage  of  having  a  gentleman  on  board 
who  was  perfectly  conversant  in  the 
Chinese  language  and  customs;  indeed, 
80  well  acquainted  that  the  Chinese  would 
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not  believe  that  he  was  not  a  deserter  from 
amongst  them, — by  that  gentleman's  aid^ 
they  soon  overcame  this  difficulty.     Wher» 
ever  their  vessel  touched,  the  people  came 
around  them  in  great  numbers^  and  in 
some  instances  they  were  visited  by  the 
local  authorities;  but  in  every  case  the 
people  showed  the  strongest  disposition  to 
open  an  intercourse  with  them.     He  (Mr^ 
Grant)  thought  that  much  of  the  suspicion 
felt  by  the  Chinese  was  owing  to  our  not 
being  acquainted  with  the  language^  and 
that  the   more    their    language   became 
known y  the  easier  the  intercourse  would 
become.     He  laid  no  stress  on  this  as  a 
proof  that  we  should  expect  to  open  an 
immediate  intercourse  with  other  parts  of 
China  than  those  to  which  we  were  at 
present  allowed  to  trade;  but  the  fact 
was  not  undeserving  of  notice»  as  showing 
the  disposition  of  the  Chinese  people  in 
this  respect.     He  was  aware  that  the  Go- 
vernment of  China  was  a  severe  despotism  > 
and  that  the  laws  of  the  country  strictly 
prohibited  an  intercourse  with  foreigners  i 
but  the  House  should  recollect,  that  though 
the  laws  of  China  were  positive  against 
the  introduction  of  opium  mto  the  empire, 
it  had  been  found  impossible  to  exclude  it* 
The  decrees  of  the  emperor  against  it  were 
not  less  strone  than  those  of  James  1st 
against  the  Virginia  weed.     But  the  cir* 
cumstance  of  its  being  carried  on  to  a 
great  extent  being  well  known,  its  progress 
aroused    the    attention  of   the  Imperial 
Authorities,    The  emperor  sent  in  a  very 
grave  and   just  remonstrance  —  for  he 
must  say^  there  was  much  sound  sense 
and  shrewd  observation  in  the  character 
of  the  Chinese' — desiring  the  Viceroy  of 
Canton,  to  call  an  assembly  of  the  pub- 
lic authorities  to  devise  some  means  by 
which  this  trade  might  be  abolished.    The 
Viceroy  did  call  the  assembly,  and  as  the 
result  of  their  deliberations,  reported  to 
the  emperor  that  it  was  impossible  to  pre* 
vent  the  introduction  of  opium — that  the 
dealings  in  it  were  so  extensively  carried 
on,  that  the  only  way  in  which  they  could 
be  prevented  was,  by  thee  xtermination  of 
all  the  foreigners,    which  he  submitted 
would  not  be  consistent  with  the  tender- 
ness of  the  Celestial  Empire ;  and  he  ad- 
vised the  emperor  that  the  best  thing  be 
could  do  would  be,  to  legalize  the  trade  by 
laying  a  duty  on  the  article.    He  (Mr. 
Grant)  mentioned  this,  to  show  that  a  more 
constant    intercourse    with   the  Chinese 
might  at  laat  lend  to  remove  manjf  of  the 


restrictions  to  commercial  dealings  with 
foreigners  whieh  were  at  present  imposed 
by  the  laws  of  that  country*    Now,  as  it 
would  be  quite  impossible  to  prevent  that 
trade,  and  as  therfe  would  always  be  a  vast 
number  of  English  residents  thecBf  it  would 
be  necessary  that  the  functionary  or  func- 
tionaries that  should  represent  this  coun* 
try  tbere»  should  be  armed  with  gmal  and 
extensive  powers.      Indeed*  takikig  into 
account  the  various  and  difficult  and  deli«> 
cate  duties  whicb  our  reprdsebtative  there 
would  have  to  discharge,    he  confessed 
that  he  thought  he  ought  to  be  armed  with 
almost  unlimited  powers*     In  fhct,he  was 
of  opinion » that  it  would  be  next  to  mad- 
ness to  make  the  change  that  wap  proposed 
there,  without  giving  the  powers  that  he 
stated  I  to    the  person  that   should   re- 
present the  nation  in  China,     He  would, 
therefore,  propose,  in  the  Bill  which  he 
should  have  to  submit  to  the  House  on 
this  subject!  tTiat  his  Majesty  should  be 
empowered  to  issue  a  Commission  to  such 
persons  as  he  shouhi  think  6t,  armisg 
them  with  such  powers  as  he  might  deem 
proper,  for  the  purpose  of  managing  the 
concerns  and  taking  o^fe  of  the  British 
interests  in  Canton.      He  thought   that 
if  those  Commissioners  were  men  of  disere- 
tion  (and  they  certainly  ought  to  be  such 
men)  if  they  were  well  chosen,  and  if  they 
acted  with  prudenoe  and  with  delicacy, 
that  in  the  course  of  time  it  would  sot  be 
impossible  to  conciliate  the  Chinese  au- 
thorities at  Cantoni  and  perhaps  to  remove 
that  barrier  which  at  piesent  stood  in  the 
way  of  our  general  commercial  interoourse 
with  that  country.     He  was  very  much 
disposed  to  think  that  it  might  be  possible, 
by  the  adoption  of  prudent  measures  on 
the  part  of  those  Commissioners*  and  by 
their  clearly  separating  our  commercial 
dealings  there  from  the  duties  imposed  on 
them,  to  a  certain  degree  to  conciliate  the 
Chinese  authorities  so  as  to  open  a  chaonei 
for  general  interoourse  and  communication 
with   that  great  and  extensive    empire. 
He  thought  that  they  were  fully  justi6ed 
in  entertaining  such  an  expectation  from 
what  had  been  the  consequence  of  the 
prudent  conduct  of  many  of  the  supsr- 
cargoes  of  the  Company  resident  at  Can- 
ton, which  had  had  a  considerable  effect 
towards  leading  to  such  a  desirable  result. 
He  would  now  for  a  few  moments  advert 
to  the  Resolutions  which  his  hoa.  friend, 
the  member  for  Hampsliirey  had  proposed 
on  this  subject*    Hii  boo*  friend  •latod 
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in  one  of  those  Resolutions,  that  before 
any  change,  such  as  that  whicli  was  now 
proposed,  should  he  carried  into  effect,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  enter  into  a  negoti- 
ation with  the  government  of  tlie  Chinese 
umpire ;  and  his  hon.  friend  was  of  opinion, 
that  unless  we  did  so  we  should  find  such 
a  change  to  be  attended  with  much  hazard 
and  considerable  danger.     Adverting  also 
to  the  Ibrmer  embassies  which  had  been 
sent  from  Uiis  country  to  China,  and  ar- 
guing from  the  result  of  them,  his  hon. 
friend  contended,  that  we  should  be  justi- 
fied in  sending  out  a  similar  embassy  now, 
before  we   completed   this  arrangement. 
He  (Mr.  Grant)  must  sav,  that  he  alto- 
gether diflPered  on  that  pouU  from  his  hon. 
friend.     He  did  so  with  the  most  unfeigned 
diffidence  upon  a  subject  with  regard  to 
which  he  was  welt  aware  that  his  hon. 
friend  Wiis  an  authority  that  was  entitled 
to  the  greatest  respect.     Considering  the 
extent  to  which  his  hon.  friend  had  carried 
his  acquaintance  with  the  language,  the 
manners,  the  feelings,  and  the  habits  of 
ihinkiug,  of  the  Chinese,  he  would  repeat 
that  it  was  with  the  most  unfeigned  diffi- 
dence, and  with  no  small  difficulty,  that  he 
ventured  todificr  from  his  lion,  friend  upon 
a  point  much  connected  with  the  character 
of  that  people.     He  would  confess,  that 
this  subject  of  negotiation  was  one  with 
regard  to  which  he  did  not  clearly  see  his 
way.  Of  this,  at  least,  he  was  certain,  tifat 
the  result  of  our  former  embassies  to  China 
was  far  from  encouraging.     He  did  not 
»ce  in  what  manner  they  had  tended  to 
produce  a  respect  for  our  national  charac- 
ter amongst  the  Chinese,  and  undoubtedly 
he  thought,  that  to  be  dismissed  with  dis- 
grace from  "  the  presence"  was  not  a  cir- 
cumstance that  could  be  looked  upon  as 
productive  of  any  particular  advantage  to 
this  country.     His  hon.  friend,  in  arguing 
for  our  endeavouring  to  open  a  negotia- 
tion with  the  Chinese,  had  referred,  as  an 
argument  in  support  of  his  proposition,  to 
what  had  been  done  by  the  Russians. 
Now  with  respect  to  the  Russians  the  case 
was  an  extremely  different  one.    With 
Russia,  China  was  so  connected,  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  there  should  be 
to  a  certain  eitent  a  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  two  countries.  The  connexion 
of  the  respective  boandaries  of  the  two 
countries  rendered  such  an  intercourse  in- 
evitable ;  but  the  trade  carried  on  between 
them  was  not  to  a  great  extent,  and  it  was 
only  two  yean  ago  that  on  two  Russian 


ships  going  by  sea  to  China  the  intercourse 
between  Russia  and  China  by  sea  was 
positively  and  peremptorily  prohibited  by 
the  authorities  of  the  Celestial  Empire. 
He  thought,  moreover,  that,  even  were  it 
possible  to  enter  into  such  a  negotiation  on 
the  part  of  this  country  with  China,  there 
would  be,  at  the  present  time,  and  with 
the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  it 
was  proposed,  great  danger  in  our  attempt- 
ing to  do  so.  To  enter  into  such  a  nego- 
tiation as  preparatory  to  the  cjiangc  of 
system  which  it  was  proposed  to  effect, 
would,  he  thought,  have  a  tendency  to  cre- 
ate considerable  embarrassment  and  diffi- 
culty in  the  way  of  carrying  that  change 
into  operation.  If  they  should  commence 
a  negotiation  as  preparatory  to  the  intro- 
duction of  this  change  of  system,  it  would 
have  an  ominous  appearance  to  the  Chi- 
nese. It  would  be  calculated  to  Awaken 
all  the  jealous  and  sensitive  feelings  which 
tliat  people  entertained  with  regard  to 
strangers,  and  the  result  might  be  most 
disadvantageous  to  the  interests  of  this 
country.  He  had  not  lightly,  nor  without 
much  consideration,  formed  the  opinion 
respecting  the  propriety  of  any  attempt  on 
our  part  to  open  a  negotiation  with  the 
Chinese  government.  About  two  years 
ago,  on  the  occasion  of  the  interruption 
that  took  place  in  the  intercourse  with  the 
Chinese  at  Canton,  the  subject  of  enter- 
ing into  such  a  negotiation  had  been 
under  the  consideration  of  his  Maiesty's 
Ministers,  and  upon  the  grounds  which  he 
had  just  stated  they  had  come  to  tlie  con- 
clusion that  it  was  liable  to  considerable 
objections.  He  did  not  think  it  would  be 
necessary  for  him  on  this  occasion  to  en- 
large at  any  length  on  the  question  of  the 
China  trade  ;  but  as  it  was  a  subject  which 
was  regarded  with  great  interest  in  this 
country,  there  were  one  or  tw>  points  con- 
nected with  it,  to  which  hethouglit  it  right 
to  advert.  The  trade  of  the  £ast-India 
Company  ^to  China,  with  the  exclusive 
privileges  appertaining  to  it,  would  cease 
in  April,  1834.  It  would,  therefore,  then 
be  open  to  all  the  merchants  of  this  couii* 
try  to  enter  into  It ;  and  the  qnestion  now 
was,  whether  the  Company  should  send 
out  any  ships  this  season,  seeing  that  the 
whole  of  the  trade  would  be  open  next 
year.  The  ships  thBt  would  go  out  now, 
could  not  return  from  China  until  the  latter 
end  of  next  year,  or  early  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  after;  and,  therefore 
having  been  asked  for  his  opinion  on  the 
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subject  by  the  Directors,  he  had  recom- 
mended them  not  to  send  out  any  more 
ships  than  those  that  were  at  present  un- 
der orders  for  China.  When  the  trade 
should  become  open,  he  had  no  doubt  that 
there  would  be  an  abundant  supply  from 
the  Chinese  market,  to  answer  the  demand 
of  this  country,  and  at  present  there  was  a 
very  large  stock  of  tea  in  the  warehouses 
of  the  East-India  Company.  The  amount 
of  tea  in  the  warehouses  of  the  East-India 
Company  at  present,  was  sufficient  to 
supply  the  consumption  of  this  country  for 
two  years  after  the  cessation  of  their  ex- 
clusive trade  in  April,  1834;  and,  there- 
fore, if  there  should  be  any  interruption  to 
the  supply  of  tea,  owing  to  the  cessation  of 
the  trading  of  the  Company,  which  was 
not  at  ail  likely  to  occur,  there  was  a 
sufficient  supply  here  at  present  to  meet 
the  consumption  of  the  country  for  two 
years  from  April,  or  even  June,  1834. 
The  proposition  had  been  made,  that  suf- 
ficient time  should  be  allowed  to  the  East- 
India  Company,  to  dispose  of  their  tea 
after  1834,  before  the  private  trader  came 
into  competition  with  them  in  the  market; 
but  on  the  whole,  he  thought  that  it  would 
be  better  not  to  interfere  by  law  with  their 
private  concerns.  With  regard  to  the 
duty  under  which  tea  should  be  admitted, 
when  the  trade  was  opened,  he  was  ready  to 
admit,  that  an  cid  valorem  duty  had  some 
advantages,  but  he  thought,  that  one  disad- 
vantageous effect  of  it  was, to  augment,  to  an 
tindue  extent,  the  price  of  the  article  on 
which  it  was  laid,  and  that  another  disad- 
vantageous effect  of  it,  in  a  commercial 
point  of  view,  would  be,  that  it  not  only 
would  be  injurious  to  the  trade,  but  that 
it  would  very  much  narrow  the  extension 
of  the  consumption  of  the  article  on  which 
it  was  laid.  On  the  other  hand,  a  rated 
duty,  which  was  in  every  other  respect 
preferable  to  an  ad  valorem  duty,  had  this 
peculiar  disadvantage  attending  it — that 
unless  proper  precautions  were  taken,  it 
would  press  unequally  and  unjustly  upon 
the  lowest  class  of  the  consumers  of  tea. 
The  difficulty,  then,  which  they  had  to 
avoid,  was  the  alternative  of  resorting  to 
a  rated  duty,  that  would  be  the  same  upon 
all  classes  of  teas.  Now,  on  looking  at  the 
evidence  of  gentlemen,  who  were  peculiarly 
qualified  to  offer  suggestions  on  the  sub* 
ject — at  the  evidence  as  well  of  gentlemen 
connected  with  the  Customs,  as  of  those 
concerned  in  the  tea-trade — it  would  be 
found  that  they  concurred  in  recommend- 


ing, not  the  imposition  of  a  rated  duty 
upon  the  whole  amount  of  tea  consumed, 
but  that  teas  should  be  separated  into  four 
or  five  different  classes,  and  tbat  rated 
duty  should  be  fixed  on  each  separate  ciaas, 
and  in  that  way,  relief  not  only  would  be 
given  to  the  lower  class  of  consumen,  but 
that  tea  would  be  rendered  cheaper  to  all 
classes  of  consumers.  As  the  sabject  was 
surrounded  with  difficulties  on  all  sides,  it 
seemed  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  thstt  to 
propose  a  classification  of  teas,  and  to  im- 
pose on  each  separate  class  a  different  rate 
of  duty,  was  the  best  mode  of  proceedio^  to 
adopt.  Such  had  been  the  course  adopted 
in  the  United  States,  before  the  daty  on 
tea  had  been  taken  off  there,  and  the  oon« 
current  testimony  of  all  who  had  been  ex* 
amined  as  to  its  effects,  showed,  that  it 
operated  in  no  way  to  diminish  the  revenue, 
while  it  had  not  an  injurious  effect  upon 
the  consiimption  of  the  article  in  qoestion. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  private  trader 
should  be  confined,  in  the  warehousing  of 
his  teas,  to  the  warehouses  of  the  Bast- 
India  Company.  He  was  sure,  that  the 
number  of  warehouses  would  be  soch,  as 
to  be  sufficient  to  supply  any  demand  for 
them.  There  was  £inother  point,  to  which 
he  would  briefly  advert — nametyt  as  to 
whether  the  traders  to  China  should  be 
restricted  as  to  the  size  of  the  vessels 
which  they  should  be  empowered  to  send 
thither.  He  was  aware,  that  this  was  a 
point  involved  in  much  difficulty,  and  that 
the  opinion  of  experienced  individuals  had 
been  given,  as  to  the  necessity  of  fixing 
those  vessels  at  a  certain  rate.  He  would 
not  say  what  opinion  his  Majesty's  Go« 
vernment  had  formed  on  that  point,  bat  as 
an  individual,  he  would  say,  that  he  could 
not  conceive  any  necessity  for  the  impositioii 
of  such  a  restriction.  There  was  another 
question,  which  related  to  the  basis  on 
which  the  trade  to  China  should  be  ea- 
tablished.  That  question  was,  whether 
tea  should  be  allowed  to  be  brought  from 
other  parts  of  the  world,  as  well  as  from 
those  from  which  it  was  at  present  im* 
ported  by  the  East-India  Company.  He 
thought  that  the  present  limits,  to  which 
the  trade  of  the  East-India  Company  was 
confined,  were  extremely  wide,  embracing 
as  they  did,  the  whole  of  the  coast,  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  China,  and  oat 
of  those  limits  tea  was  not  at  present  to  be 
procured,  except  at  second  hand.  There 
was  another  point  connected  with  the  com- 
merce of  the  East-India  Company,  upon 
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which  be  was  anxious  to  say  a  few  words, 
because  it  was  very  important,  in  a  manu* 
facturing  point  of  view,  to  this  country. 
It  was  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  East- 
India  Company  had,  for  some  time,  been 
in  the  habit  of  importing  considerable 
quantities  of  raw  silk  into  this  country. 
The  Company  kept  up  a  large  establish- 
ment of  Bnishers  of  silk  in  India — they 
had  taken  great  pains  to  improve  the 
i|Qality  of  the  silk — and  the  importation  of 
it  into  this  country  had  become  of  very 
great  importance  to  our  manufacturers. 
The  House  would,  he  hoped,  agree  with 
him,  that  when  the  tradmg  of  the  Com- 
pany was  to  be  put  an  end  to,  it  would  be 
most  unwise  that  this  supply  of  silk  should 
be  suddenly  stopped ;  and  that  it  would  be 
most  unjust  to  the  natives  employed  in 
those  estaUishments,  that  they  should  be 
thus,  at  once,  thrown  out  of  employment. 
For  their  sakes,  therefore,  it  was  intended, 
that  the  Company  should  be  still  allowed 
to  employ  them,  while  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  government  of  India  to  seek 
out  capitalists  into  whose  hands  the  trade 
might  be  thrown,  so  that  the  workmen 
might  continue  in  employment,  and  our 
manufacturers  be  always  supplied  with 
silk.  By  this  arrangement,  the  supply  of 
silk  would  continue  in  the  Company  till 
proper  persons  were  found  to  take  it  from 
the  Company.  He  had  to  apologize  for 
being  obliged  to  trespass  at  such  length 
on  the  attention  of  the  House.  But  he  had 
yet  another  and  an  important  part  of  the 
question,  to  discuss :  namely,  the  species 
of  compromise,  which  had  been  proposed 
by  the  Government,  and  which  had  been 
acceded  to  by  the  East-India  Company. 
It  would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  enter 
into  a  specification  of  all  the  details  of  it, 
seeing  that  they  were  already  before  the 
publk:,  but  he  would  simply  and  shortly 
state  to  the  House,  that  the  plan  was  this 
-that  the  East-India  Company  should 
surrender  all  its  rights  and  privileges,  and 
property— the  territory  of  India;  and  it 
was  proposed  by  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, that  the  authority  of  the  government 
of  India,  should  be  continued  in  the  hands 
of  the  Company,  for  the  period  of  twenty 
years,  but  their  commercial  privileges  as  a 
trading  Company  should  cease,  and  that, 
in  consideration  of  their  giving  up  those 
privileges,  an  annuity  should  be  granted 
to  them,  the  amount  of  such  annuity  to  be 
charged  on  the  territory  of  India.  It  was 
calculated,  that  the  resources  of  India 


would  be  sufficient  to  supply  this  annuity, 
which  it  was  proposed  should  be  630,000^ 
a-year,  being  the  amount  of  the  dividends 
which  the  proprietors  at  present  received ; 
and  it  was  to  be  redeemable  at  the  end  of 
forty  years,  at  Uie  rate  of  100/.  for  every 
51.  6s,  of  annuity.  It  was  proposed,  that 
the  guarantee  fund  should  amount  to 
12,000,000/.,  for  securing  the  payment  of 
the  annuity,  as  well  as  for  paying  off 
finally  the  capital  stock  of  the  Company ; 
and  it  was  proposed,  that  the  annuity  in 
question,  should  be  paid  for  a  term  of 
forty  years,  at  the  close  of  which  period, 
it  should  be  at  the  option  of  Parliament, 
giving  three  years'  notice,  to  redeem  it  at 
the  rate  of  100/.  for  every  5L  5s.  of  annuity. 
He  had  already  stated,  that  it  was  proposed 
that  the  East.India  Company  should  re- 
tain the  political  administration  of  India 
for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  period,  they  might,  if  deprived  of 
the  government  of  India,  demand  the  pay- 
ment of  their  capital ;  but  that  if,  at  that 
period  they  did  not  demand  it,  then,  that 
the  payment  of  the  annuity  he  had  already 
stated,  was  to  be  continued  for  a  term  of 
forty  years.  He  had  thus  stated  to  the 
House,  a  general  view  of  that  arrangement 
which  had  been  proposed  by  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  and  to  the  basis  of  which,  the 
East-India  Company  had  agreed.  [Sir 
Robert  Peel :  Is  the  country  to  be  answer- 
able for  the  payment?]  No  part  of  the 
security  for  the  payment  of  the  proposed 
annuity  was  to  be  dependent  upon  the  re- 
venue of  this  country ;  it  was  to  be  totally 
independent  of  the  finances  of  this 
country,  and  to  be  altogether  secured 
upon  the  territorial  revenue  of  India. 
The  House  would  perceive,  that  the  ar- 
rangement was,  as  he  had  stated  at  the 
outset,  a  compromise  between  the  East- 
India  Company  and  the  Government  of 
this  country.  He  did  not  anticipate,  that 
loss  would  accrue  to  any  party  from  the 
arrangement.  The  Company  professed 
to  be  possessed  of  considerable  property. 
They  stated  their  commercial  assets  at 
19,000,000/.  If  that  was  the  amount  of 
their  property  in  possession,  and  it  was 
liable  to  no  question  or  deduction  in  any 
of  the  items,  there  was  no  reason  to  ap- 
prehend any  deficiency.  The  accounts  of 
the  Company,  however,  were  of  a  most 
complicated  and  difficult  nature,  involved 
in  considerable  embarrassment,  and  any  at- 
tempt to  examine  which  would  only  lead 
to  a  protracted  and  unsatisfactory  discus* 
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sioQ.  Under  thes«  cirGumstaQces  a  com- 
promise bad  been  thought  to  be  the  best 
and  most  satisfactory  mode  of  arranging 
the  matter ;  and  to  tlie  basis  of  the  com- 
promise the.  East-India  Company  had 
agreed.  Indeed  he  did  not  see  that  the 
Proprietors  could  have  much  reason  to 
complain ;  for  they  would  continue  to 
receive  the  same  amount  of  dividends  that 
they  now  did,  which  was  the  amount  they 
had  received  for  the  last  forty  years,  and 
which  it  was  proposed  they  should  receive 
for  forty  years  to  come;  and  these 
dividends  were  secured  on  India  itself,  not 
upon  the  commerca  of  that  country.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  could  not  be  said,  that 
the  territorial  interests  of  India  would 
puffer  by  the  arrangement*  He  had  a  word 
or  two  to  say  respecting  a  distressed 
class  of  persons,  the  national  creditors 
of  india^  who  held  the  territorial  debt  of 
that  country.  They  would  be  under  no 
disadvantage  from  the  arrangement.  At 
present  their  title  was  liable  to  be  ques- 
tioned, but  it  was  now  proposed  to  recog- 
nise Uie  validity  of  their  security  upon  the 
territory  of  India.  The  proposed  continu- 
ance of  the  political  government  of  India 
in  the  hands  of  the  Company  would,  he 
thought,  be  productive  of  good.  It  would 
be  beneficial  to  all  parties.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  be  of  opinion  that  the  ar^ 
rangement  which  had  been  effected  was 
sucii  as  that  bouse  could  countenance  as 
one  advantageous  to  the  country.  It  had 
been  his  opinion  that  it  was  of  great  im- 
portance to  settle  the  question  without 
exciting  any  angry  feelings  in  the  minds 
of  the  parties  interested.  The  wishes  and 
feelings  of  the  East- India  Company  had 
been  consulted  as  far  as  they  could  be, 
consistently  with  the  paramount  interests 
of  the  country,  and  he  had  found  them 
prepared  to  make  a  sacritice  to  the 
country.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  wise 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  that  House  to 
make  concession  the  basis  of  their  dealings 
with  the  parties  interested,  and  he  coun- 
selled the  House  to  adopt  that  course. 
He  hoped  no  measures  would  be  taken 
which  would  excite  irritation  or  just  disap- 
pointment on  either  side.  The  only  loss 
that  India  could  suffer  was  trifling  in 
amount ;  and  that  was  no  more  than  ought 
to  be  given  for  the  advantages  secured  to 
her.  He  knew  it  had  been  said,  that  the 
Indian  territory  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
pay  the  proposed  amount,  and  that  the 
period  might  arrive  when  it  would  be  found 


a    severe    burthen.    The    quarter    from 
whence  that  observation    had  come  bad 
certainly  surprised  him.     Nothing  could 
be  more  unfounded  than  to  anticipate  that 
the  great  and  rich  territory  of  India  would 
not  be  able  to  pay  the  interest  of  its  na- 
tional debt.     What  ground  could  there  1>g 
for  alarm?     He  was  one   who  belteved, 
that  the  commerce  of  India  would  receive 
a  considerable  extension.     He    believed 
that  that  country  would  be  better  ahtc 
than  it  was  now  to  sustain  Its  burthais. 
He  knew,  that  there  had  been  a  deficiency 
of  the  revenues  of  late  years ;  but  there 
was  reason  to  believe,  that  such  a  deficiency 
would  not  occur  again,  but  that  before 
many  years  there  would  be  a  considerable 
surplus  revenue.     Was  it  in  reason,  he 
asksd,  to  anticipate  failure  of  the  kind 
proposed  to  be  apprehended  from  such  a 
country  as  India:     With  a  population 
of  countless  numbers,  a  sea-coast  boundless 
in  extent,  rivers  navigable  to  a  greater 
height  than   almost   any  others   in    the 
world,  a  soil  of  unparalleled  richness,  and 
possessing  resources  not  yet  even   dis- 
covered— with  a  fertility  beyond  compare, 
and   a  population,    however  varying  io 
habits  and  manners,  yet  all  capable  of 
productive  and  profitable  labour — was  it  a 
rational  apprehension  that  a  country  such 
as  this,  which  had  been  a  magazine  of 
wealth  to  every  country  and  people  to 
which  it  had  belonged,  would  sink  so  low 
in  power  as  to  be  unable  to  pay  the  ju^it 
charges  of  its  government?     He  would 
next  refer  to  the  evidence  talcen  before 
the  Finance  Committee,  on  India,  of  which 
the  Chairman  was  his  late  lamented  friend, 
Mr.  Hyde  V^illiers,  who  had  been  too  early 
taken  away,  the  loss  of  whom  he  seriously 
felt  in  the  important  work  in  which  he  had 
been  engaged ;  and  he  believed,  afHictini; 
as  that  loss  was  to  his  friends,  it  might 
be   still   more   deeply   regretted   by    the 
country.     From  that  Gentleman  he  had 
derived  the  greatest  assistance,   and  the 
country  much  valuable  service.    From  the 
evidence  taken   before   that  Committee, 
it  appeared,  that  in  1^28-29,  the  revenue 
of  India  amounted  to  about  22,000,000/. 
sterling.     It  also  appeared  that  the  debt 
of   India   was   40,000,000/.,  which  was 
only  double  the   amount  of  one   yearns 
revenue    of   the    country.      There    was 
surely  nothing  discouraging  on  the  face 
of     that    statement    as    rcf^arded     the 
revenue  and  resources  of  India.     He  was 
aware   that    the   Burmeec   war^  trbich 
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occurred  in  1824,  had  been  prodactiye  of 
considerable  charges  upon  India,     ll  had 
made  an  increase  of  10,000|000/.  to  the 
military  charges,  and  the  civil  charges 
were  increased  at  the  same  time.    In  1827, 
the  Directors  sent  out  orders  to  India  that 
measures  of  reduction  should  be  taken  so 
as  to  reduce  the  expenditure  to  the  statt- 
danl  6f  1823-1824;  and  Lord  William 
Bentinck  had,  in  the  course  of  two  years, 
acted  with  such  vigour  in  pursuance  of 
those  instructions,  that  in  1828*20  he  had 
reduced   the    annual    eipenditure    from 
18,000,000/.  to  16,000,000/.      Thus  in 
two  years  2,000,000L  had  been  reduced 
in  the  expenditure.    The  same  principle  of 
reduction  had  been  ever  since  m  progress, 
and  there  was  no  doubt  tliat  in  two  or 
three  yean  the  expenditure  of  India  would 
be  reduced  to  the  standard  of  1823-24, 
It  appeared  from  the  evidence  given  before 
the  Committee,  that  even  during  the  period 
of-tlie  Burmese  war  in  1824,  there  was  an 
increase  of  revenue,  so  much  so,  that  there 
was  1,000,000/.  surplus  over  and  above 
the  expenditure.    How,  then,  could  it  be 
said,  tnat  that  war  rendered  an  increase  in 
the  revenue  of  India  impossible?    But  it 
was  contended  that  the  expenses  of  that 
war  had  exhausted  the  country.    When 
they  spoke  of  an  exhausted  country,  they 
meant,  in  common  parlance,  a  country  on 
which  taxes  had  been  imposed  to  a  great 
amount  to  meet  a  heavy  debt,  and  tliat  no 
further   resources   for  present  exigences 
were  available.    In  point  of  fact,  however, 
though  the  debt  or  India  had  been  in- 
created,  the  taxes  had  not  been  increased. 
They  were  the  same  in  amount  as  thev  were 
prior  to  that  war,  and  the  debt  had  been 
(net  in  another  way.     He  had,  no  doubt, 
that  in  a  short  time  the  revenue  of  India 
would  rapidly  increase.  The  right  hon. Gen- 
tleman entered  into  somc^  calculations  to 
show,  that  such  would  be  the  case,  and  he 
especially  contended,  that  it  was  likely  to 
follow  asone  of  theconsequences  of  the  plan 
iH>w  proposed  by  his  Ma^esty'sOovernroent. 
He  would  take  the  revenues  upon  the 
average  of  the  last  three  years  of  which 
the  accounts  were  come  to  hand,  1827, 
1828,  and  1829 ;  he  would  Uke  the  ex- 
peuses  of  the  same  period,  and  comparing 
the  revenue  of  those  three  yean  with  all  the 
charges  upon  it,  as  the  elements  of  his 
calcttlatk>n,  without  going  into  detail,  he 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  surplus 
would  be,  in  the  year  1834,  very  nearly 
l&8|000/i    AUowini  for  Any  deficiency 


which  might  occur,  he  would  take  that 
surplus  at  150,000/*,  and  say^  that  he  be- 
lieved, upon  very  good  grounds,  that  such 
a  result  might  be  expected.  Looking  at 
that  as  the  result  of  the  first  year's  revenue 
after  the  change,  he  might  certainly  as- 
sume, that  it  would  \re  at  least  as  great  in 
subsequent  years.  If  he  added  to  that 
the  consideration  that  the  prosperity  of 
our  Indian  empire  was  likely  to  increase, 
augmenting  the  revenue  while  it  was  cer«> 
tain  that  a  diminution  of  the  charges  must 
take  place — if  he  added  the  eiluctK  which 
must  ensue  from  the  employment  of  steam 
facilitating  communication,  and  from  all 
the  improvements  which  would  undoubt- 
edly take  place  in  society,  he  felt  quite 
confident  in  saying,  that  our  Indian  empire 
would  be  more  than  solvent,  and  more 
than  able  to  meet  all  the  demands  upon 
it.  These  topics  all  entered  into  the  Re- 
solutions which  he  meant  to  propose  to 
the  Committee;  and  he  had  confined  him- 
self to  tlie  cessation  of  the  exclusive  trade 
to  China,  to  the  conditions  under  which 
it  was  proposed  to  place  the  Government 
in  the  hands  of  the  East-India  Company, 
and  to  the  species  of  compromise  he  had 
described.  It  remained  for  him  to  de- 
scribe some  other  points,  which,  though 
not  in  the  Resolutions  before  the  Com- 
mittee, he  proposed  to  introduce  into  the 
Bill  he  should  have  the  honour  to  submit 
to  the  House.  These  were,  indeed,  mea- 
sures which  seemed  essential  to  the  good 
government  of  India  i  those  measures  em- 
braced principles  of  great  importance — 
principles  not  new  to  the  House  and  the 
country-^principles  which  had  long  at- 
tracted attention  both  in  this  country  and 
India — principles  too,  which  had  been  ably 
developed  both  here  and  there,  and  which 
were  supported  by  the  highei^t  authorities 
both  of  India  and  of  this  country.  There 
were  some  of  these  topics,  such  as  the 
revenue  and  the  military  state  of  India,  to 
which  he  would  not  advert,  particularly 
the  military  state  of  India,  because  that 
was  at  present  undergoing  an  investiga- 
tion by  the  Governor  General,  and  the 
report  of  the  Governor  General  on  that 
subject  had  not  yet  been  received.  First, 
with  respect  to  the  constitutional  govern- 
ment of  India — he  was  aware  that  he  was 
trespassing  for  a  long  time  on  the  House, 
but  he  would  not  further  enlarge  than  was 
necessary  to  explain  those  points  not  em- 
braced in  the  Resolutions  he  proposed. 
He  wisbedi  boweveri  pariicalarly  to  stato 
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the  reasons  for  those  changes  which  he 
meant  to  propose  in  the  government. 
One  alteration  with  respect  to  the  frame 
of  the  government  which  he  meant  to 
bring  forward  was,  that,  instead  of  three 
presidencies,  there  should  be  four.  At 
present  the  government  of  India  was 
placed  under  three  presidencies — Bengal, 
Madras,  and  Bombay.  It  was  now  felt 
that  it  was  necessary  to  strengthen  the 
hands  of  authority  in  India,  and  to  do 
that  they  must  consider  the  vast  extent  of 
our  Indian  empire,  and  particularly  the 
extent  of  the  government  of  Bengal, 
which  possessed  a  jurisdiction  over  all  the 
western  provinces.  Those  provinces  had 
been  recently  acquired,  and  being  situated 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  warlike  people, 
and  the  inhabitants  not  yet  being  habitu- 
ated to  our  rule,  required  a  vigilant  and  a 
strong  authority.  It  was  therefore  felt 
that  there  should  be  a  separation  of  the 
government  of  Bengal,  and  a  separate 
governor  appointed  for  the  western  pro- 
vinces. That  point  had  been  urged  in  several 
of  the  papers  which  had  alresuly  been  laid 
on  the  Table  of  the  House ;  and  it  was 
distinctly  stated,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
do  justice  to  the  public  service,  unless  a 
separate  presidency  were  established  for 
the  western  provinces,  and  a  separate  go- 
vernment. On  those  general  grounds  he 
meant  to  propose  to  establish  four  presi- 
dencies in  India.  It  was  also  felt  by  many 
persons  that  the  Governor  General  should 
not  be  called  upon  to  exercise  the  func- 
tions of  a  particular  government ;  he  did 
not  decide  that  question ;  he  only  stated  it 
as  a  matter  for  consideration,  whether  the 
Governor  General  should  also  be  governor 
of  Bengal,  or,  consistently  with  his  name, 
should  be  only  Governor  General,  while 
another  governor  was  appointed  for  Ben- 
gal. Looking  to  the  present  state  of  the 
government,  and  to  what  was  wanted  to 
give  the  Governor  General  a  sufficient  au- 
dkority,  it  appeared  that  the  government 
was  not  duly  organised,  and  it  was  evi- 
dently necessary  that  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral should  have  more  control  than  at 
present  over  all  the  subordinate  officers. 
He  ought  to  have  a  stronger  control  over 
all  the  law  and  civil  officers  than  he  now 
had.  In  his  opinion,  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral, legally,  had  that  power  now,  and 
no  regulations  whatever  could  be  issued 
without  his  authority;  but,  practically, 
that  power  was  not  exercised ;  •  and,  in 

the  case  of  the  govenunent  of  Madras,  out 


of  respect  to  the  great  talents  of  Sir 
Thomas  Monroe,  it  was  expressly  given 
up.  In  consequence,  such  a  power  not 
being  practically  possessed  by  the  Go- 
vernor General,  there  was  a  want  of  unity 
in  the  proceedings,  and  there  freqaentlj 
arose  differences  between  the  Governor 
General  and  the  subordinate  govemon. 
The  power  of  the  Governor  Creneral  ought 
also  to  be  increased  in  respect  to  con- 
trolling the  expenditure.  It  was  remarked 
that  there  was  a  great  carelessness  about 
the  expenditure  in  the  subordinate  officers, 
because  they  were  not  controlled  by  the 
Governor  General,  who  was  not  infbrmed 
of  any  expenditure  till  after  it  had  been 
incurred,  and  when  it  was  too  late  to  pre- 
vent it.  He  meant  therefore  to  prcqiose, 
that  none  of  the  subordinate  officers  should 
incur  any  expense,  till  after  it  bad  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Governor  Genend.  It 
was  generally  felt,  that  in  this,  as  in  many 
other  respects,  the  subordinate  govern- 
ments were  more  independent  of  the  Go- 
vernor General  than  was  consistent  with 
the  recognised  principles  of  good  govern- 
ment. It  was  therefore  further  proposed 
to  reduce  the  establishment  at  each  of  the 
presidencies,  either  by  reducing  the  num- 
ber of  the  council,  or  by  depriving  the 
president  altogether  of  the  assistance  of 
the  council.  •  Those  were  the  alterations 
he  proposed  in  the  frame  of  the  govern- 
ment. He  would  not  enter  into  minute 
details  of  these  matters;  but  the  defects 
which  arose  from  the  present  iropeHectkms 
in  the  frame  of  the  government  might  be 
stated  as  particularly  three.  The  first  was 
in  the  nature  of  the  laws  and  regulations 
by  which  India  was  governed;  the  second 
was  in  the  ill-defined  authority  and  power 
from  which  these  various  laws  and  regula- 
tions emanated;  and  the  third  was  the 
anomalous,  and  sometimes  conflicting, 
judicatures  by  which  the  laws  were  ad- 
ministered, or  in  other  words  the  defects 
were  in  the  laws  themselves,  in  the  author- 
ity for  making  them,  and  in  the  manner  of 
executing  them.  First,  with  respect  to 
the  nature  of  the  laws,  it  was  the  opinion 
of  individuals  the  most  respectable  for 
their  talents,  and  who  were  the  best  quali* 
fied  to  judge,  that  they  were  vety  imper* 
feet,  indeed  so  imperfect,  that  in  many 
cases  it  was  quite  impossible  to  ascettain 
what  the  law  was.  But  he  begged  to  say, 
that  he  should  on  this  point  rather  refer  to 
the    authority  of  distinguished  tti«i,  as 

better  adapted  to  satisfy  the  Hoose,  ibau 
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confine  kimidf  to  his  own  aatertions. 
One  of  the  most  respectable  aothorities  on 
the  nature  of  these  laws»  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  expressed  themselves 
thus:  '  In  this  state  of  circumstances,  no 
one  can  pronounce  an  opinion  or  form  a 
judgment,  however  sound,  upon  any  dis- 
puted right  of  persons,  respecting  which 
doubt  and  confusion  may  not  be  raised 
by  those  who  may  choose  to  call  it  in 
question ;  for  very  few  of  the  public,  or 
perM>ns  in  office  at  home,  not  even  the 
law  officers,  can  be  expected  to  have  so 
comprehensive  and  clear  a  view  of  the 
pieseot  Indian  system,  as  to  know  readily 
and  familiarly  the  bearings  of  each  part 
of  it  on  the  rest.  There  are  English  Acts 
of  Parliament'  specially  provided  for 
India,  and  others  of  which  it  is  doubtful 
whether  they  apply  to  India  wholly,  or  in 
part,  or  not  at  all.  There  is  the  English 
common  law  and  constitution,  of  which 
the  application,  in  many  respects,  is  still 
more  obscure  and  perplexed ;  Maho- 
medanlaw  and  usage;  Hindoo  law,  usage, 
and  Scripture;  charters  and  letters 
patent  of  the  Crown ;  regulations  of  the 
Governments,  some  made  declaredly 
under  Acts  of  Parliament  particularly 
authorising  them,  and  others,  which  are 
founded,  as  some  say,  on  the  general 
powers  of  Government  intrusted  to  the 
Company  bv  Parliament,  and,  as  others 
assert,  on  their  rights  as  successors  of 
the  old  native' government;  some  regu- 
lations require  registry  in  a  Supreme 
Court;  others  do  not;  some  have  effect 
generally  throughout  India;  others  are 
peculiar  to  one  presidency,  or  one  town. 
There  are  Commissions  of  the  Govern- 
ments; and  circular  orders  from  the 
Nizamut  Adawlut,  and  from  the  Dewanny 
Adawlut;  treaties  of  the  Crown;  treaties 
of  the  Indian  governments;  besides  in- 
ference drawn  at  pleasure  from  the  appli- 
cation of  the  droit  public  and  the  law  of 
nations  of  Europe,  to  a  state  of  circum- 
stances which  will  justify  almost  any 
construction  of  it,  or  qualification  of  its 
ibrce.'  That  extract  must  satisfy  the 
House,  that  the  state  of  the  law  in  India 
called  loadly  for  a  remedy.  To  come 
to  the  question  of  the  judicature — 
it  was  one  of  the  anomalies  of  this  system, 
that  the  Supreme  Conrt,  which  was  estab- 
lished expiesslv  for  the  protection  of  the 
natives,  was  only  called  into  activity  where 
there  were  few  natives — namely,  at  the 
presidencaes.     He  would  first  advert  to 


the  state  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  relation 
to  the  whole  judicial  system;  and  first  he 
would  say,  that  the  evils  arising  from  the 
undefined  extent  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  Court  were  such  as  required  attention 
from  Parliament  on  this  occasion.  The 
jurisdiction  of  this  Court,  as  it  was  at  pre- 
sent constituted,  embraced  persons  800  or 
1,000  miles  distant  from  it,  who  might 
hear  of  the  court  for  the  first  time  on 
being  summoned  to  Calcutta,  and  might 
then  learn  for  the  first  time  that  they  were 
within  its  jurisdiction.  The  natives  who 
were  thus  exposed  to  its  jurisdiction  suf- 
fered great  inconveniences.  It  actually 
spread  consternation  amongst  them  by 
exposing  them  to  most  expensive  litigation 
far  from  their  resources.  He  would  on 
this  point  read  to  the  House  the  opinion 
of  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe,  which  was  con- 
tained in  the  valuable  documents  already 
on  the  Table  of  the  House.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  servants  of  the 
Government,  and  a  man  of  the  greatest 
authority — a  most  enlightened  and  liberal 
man,  and  peculiarly  well  acquainted  with 
that  subject,  on  which  he  gave  a  most  just 
and  honest  opinion.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  read  the  following  extract 
from  a  Minute  by  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe, 
dated  February  19,  1829:— 'The  only 
objection  that  strikes  me  to  the  spread 
of  a  British  Christian  population  in  India 
is  the  existing  discordance  of  the  laws 
by  which  our  English  and  our  native 
subjects  are  respectively  governed.  This 
objection  will,  no  doubt,  in  time  be  re- 
moved, and  the  sooner  the  better,  by 
framing  laws  equally  binding  on  both 
parties  in  all  concerns  common  to  both, 
and  leaving  to  all  their  own  suitable  lavrs 
in  whatever  peculiarly  concerns  them- 
selves alone.  The  present  svstem  of 
judicature  in  India,  by  which  the  King's 
Court  is  rendered  entirely  separate  from 
the  local  administration  and  institutions, 
and  often  practically  subversive  of  their 
power  and  influence,  is  fraught  with 
mischief;  and  that  part  of  the  system 
which  makes  our  native  subjects,  under 
some  circumstances,  liable  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  King's  Court;  under  some 
to  that  of  the  Company's  Court;  and 
under  some  to  that  of  both,  without  re- 
gard to  residence,  or  any  clearly  defined 
limitations  by  which  our  native  subjects 
can  know  to  what  laws  or  courts  they  are 
or  are  not  amenable,  is  replete  with  gross 
injustice  and  oppression,  and  is  an  evil 
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*  loudly  demanding  a  remedy,  which  can 

*  only  be  found  in  a  strict  local  limitation 
'  of  the   powers  of  his   Majesty's  Court 

*  with  regard  to  the  persons  and  property 

*  of  native  subjects,  or  in  an  amalgamation 
'  of  the  King's  Courts  with  the  local  ju- 
'  dicial  institutions,  under  a  code  of  laws 
'  fitted  for  local  purposes,  and  calculated 

*  to  bestow  real  and  equal  justice  on  all 

*  classes  of  subjects  under  British  do- 

*  minion  in  India.'  If  the  House  would 
allow  him  he  would  also  state  the  opinion 
of  a  very  high  legal  authority— the  opinion 
of  a  gentleman  who  had  been  Advocate 
General — the  opinion  of  Sir  Edward 
Ryan — who  was  at  present  Chief  Justice  at 
Calcutta.  That  Judge  said  distinctly,  in 
a  minute,  dated  October  2,  1829  :     •  The 

*  great  extension  of  the  British  territories 
'  since  the  Charter  of  1 774,  has  given  to 
'  the  court  a  range  of  jurisdiction  which 
'  at  places  remote  iVom  Calcutta,  can  only 

*  be  considered  a  mockery*  of  justice,  if  it 

*  be  not  the  means  of  fraud  and  oppres- 

*  sion.     There  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore, 

*  that  difficulties  and  inconveniences  are 

<  constantly  arising  from  the  undefined  and 

*  uncertain  state  of  the  court's  jurisdic- 

*  tion,  which  are  alike   perplexing  and 

*  harassing  to  the  suitors,  the  Judges,  and 
'  all  who  are  concerned  in  the  administra- 

*  tion  of  justice.'  He  would  also  quote 
to  the  House  the  opinion  of  Sir  Charles 
Orey,  who  had  filled  the  office  of  Chief 
Justice,  and  had  recently  returned  from 
India,  expressed  in  a  Minute,  dated  Oc- 
tober 2,  1820,  and  whose  sentiments  on 
another  point  were  of  peculiar  importance. 
Sir   Charles  Grey    said :      *  It    may  be 

*  doubted  whether  the   present  state   of 

*  things,  which  I  believe  to  be  unexampled 
'  in  the  history  of  the  world,  can  last 
'  much  longer.     Throughout  the  greater 

*  part  of  India  there  are  to  be  found  some 

*  individuals  at  least  of  four  distinct 
'  classes,  each  of  which  is  supposed  to  live 

*  under  a  distinct  system  of  law,  and  to 
'  have  different  rights  and  different  duties, 
'  but  none  of  them  accurately  defined. 
'  There  are  persons  born  in  the  British 
'  islands,  Hindoos,  Mahometans,  Asiatic 

*  Christians;  and,  besides  all  these,  there 

*  are  in  many  parti  foreigners  and  sub- 
ejects  of  Great  Britain,  who  have  been 

*  bom  neither  in  the  British  islands  nor  in 

*  India,  as  to  whom,  I  believe,  there  is  no 
'  one  who,  consistently  with  usage,  can 

*  say,  with  any  just  confidence,  what  law 

<  ii  it  which  applies  to  them.    Hitherto  it 


*  has  been  possible  to  make  lUft ;  Iml  as 

*  the  native  Christians,  British  aiid  Oolo- 

*  nial  persons,  and  foreigners,  almll  in- 

*  crease  in  nambers  and  pervade  Iftdia — 

*  a  result  which  must  gradually  take  place 

*  — matters  may  be  brought  to  inch  a  pass 
'  as  would  scarcely  be  tolerable/  He 
considered  this  authority  of  great  Import- 
ance as  to  the  last  point  mentioned— 4hat 
of  the  admission  of  Enropeans  into  India, 
to  which  it  led  him  then  to  speak.  Under 
the  influence'  of  severe  regukckNis,  alowly 
and  tardily  ralaxedy  the  niunber  of  Eu- 
ropeans in  India  had  increased ;  mad  he 
proposed  to  increase  the  facilities  for  Bu- 
ropeans  to  settle  in  India.  If  he  ww%  asked 
whence  arose  the  necessity  for  this  diaiige 
in  the  system  under  which  BritiA  aupie- 
macy  had  grown  up  and  been  sitpported, 
he  must  advert  to  the  singular  ehange 
which  had  of  late  years  taken  pkK^  in  tlie 
character  of  Indian  soeiaty.  There  was 
nothing  so  remarkable  in  the  history  of 
India  as  the  change  which  had  of  late 
years  taken  place  in  the  dispeaitioiM  and 
feelings  of  the  natives,  more  particelarly 
within  the  last  fifteen  years.  The  netivtfs 
had  become  attached  to  Eutopean  aoiences 
and  arts — ^they  had  learnt  our  langnage — 
they  used  our  luxuries-^-and  were  making 
great  strides  towards  adopting  many  of 
our  habits.  He  would  qnote  some  ad- 
mirable remarks  made  by  Lord  WilUam 
Bentinck  in  a  Minute  drawn  up  on  May 
30,  1829.  The  right  hon.  Genlieman 
read    the    following   extract  :^— •*  Recent 

events,  and  the  occurrences  now  pesaing 
under  our  eyes,  still  more  clearly  jeslify 
the  persuasion,  that  whatever  change 
would  be  beneficial  ibr  our  native  eao- 
jects  we  may  hope  to  see  adopted,  in 
part  at  least,  at  no  distant  period,  if  ade- 
quate means  and  motives  bo  preteated!. 
I  need  scarcely  mention  the  inofeaaing 
demand  which  almost  all  who  poeneai 
the  means,  evinoe  fbr  various  articles  of 
convenience  and  luxury  purely  European. 
It  is  in  many  cases  very  remarkable. 
Even  in  the  celebration  of  their  vaoet 
sacred  festivals,  a  great  change  is  aaid  lo 
be  perceptible  in  Celeotta.  Mech  of 
what  used,  in  old  times,  to  bedistriliated 
among  beggars  and  Brahmins,  isaow, 
in  many  instances,  devoted  le  the  oaten* 
tatious  entertainment  of  Europeans ;  and 
generally  the  amount  expended  in  use- 
less alms  is  stated  to  have  been  greatly 
curtailed.  The  complete  and  coivlial 
co-operation  of  the  naltve  gentry  la  pro? 
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moting  education  and  in  furthering  other 
objects  of  public  utility ;  the  astonishing 
progress  wiiich  a  large  body  of  Hindoo 
youth  has  made  in  the  acquisition  of  the 
English  language,  literature,  and  sci- 
eooe;    the  deeree  in  which  they  have 
conquered  prejudices  that  might  other- 
wise hate  been  deemed  the  most  in- 
veterate (the  students  in   the  medical 
class  of  the  Hindoo  College  under  Dr. 
Tytler,  as  well  as  in  the  medical  native 
school  under  Dr.  Breton,  in  which  there 
are  pupils  of  the  highest  castes,  are  said 
to  dissect  animals,  and  freely  to  handle 
the  bones  of  a  human  skeleton);    the 
freedom  and  the  talent  with  which,  in 
many  of  the  essays  we  lately  had  ex- 
hibited to  us,  old  customs  are  discussed  ; 
the  ansdety  evinced  at  Delhi,  and  at 
Agra,  and  elsewhere,  for  the  means  of 
instruction  in  the  English  language  ;  the 
readiness  everywhere  shown  to  profit  by 
such  means  of  instruction  as  we  have 
afforded:    the  facility  with  which  the 
natives  have  adapted  themselves  to  new 
rules  and    institutions;    the  extent  to 
which  they  have  entered  into  new  spe* 
ctilations  afler  the  example  of  our  coun- 
trymen ;   the  spirit  with  which  many  are 
said  to  be  now  prosecuting  that  branch 
of  manufacture  (mdigo)  which  has  alone 
as  yet  been  fully  opened  to  British  en- 
terprise;   the  mutual  confidence  which 
Boropeans  and  natives  evince  in  their 
transactions  as  merchants  and  bankers ; 
theae,  and  other  circumstances,  leave  in 
my  mind  no  doubt  that  our  native  sub- 
jects would   profit  largely  by  a  more 
general  intercourse  with  intelligent  and 
respectable     Europeans,     and     would 
promptly  recognise  the  advantage  of  it.' 
Such  were  the  words  of  Lord  William 
B^ntinck.    Another  circumstance  that  was 
worthy  of  notice  was  the  change  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  sentiments  of  the 
servants  of  the  company  in  respect  to  ad- 
mitting   Europeans  to    settle    in   India. 
Some  few  years  ago  it  was  impossible  to 
find  one  of  them  who  was  not  averse  from 
sHmitUug  Europeans  into  India.      Now 
tliere  was  scarcely  one  of  the  civil  servants 
of  tlie  Company  who  did  not  desire  to  see 
Europeans  go  to  India.     If  there  were 
some  exceptions,    those    gentlemen  did 
Hot  object  to  it  altogether,  but  they  re« 
quired  that  it  should  not  be  allowed  ex- 
cept under  certain  restrictions.    Tlius  Mr. 
Elphinstone  said,  that,  if  the  Government 
^tre  strong,  they  could  not  give  loo  much 


facility  to  Europeans  to  settle  in  India. 
This  was  a  remarkable  opinion,  because 
Mr.  Elphinstone  was  a  man  who  was  sen- 
sibly alive  to  the  dangers  arising  from 
unrestricted  intercourse.  He  would,  with 
the  permission  of  the  House,  read  another 
passage  from  a  letter  of  the  Governor 
General  in  council,  dated  January  1st : 
Satisfied  as  we  are  that  the  best  interests 
of  England  and  India  will  be  promoted 
by  the  free  admission  to  the  latter  of 
European  industry  and  enterprise,  our 
persuasion  is  scarcely  less  strong,  that 
with  every  possible  encouragement  the 
settlement  of  our  countrymen  in  this 
country  will  be  far  short  of  the  number 
which  is  to  be  desired,  whether  regard 
be  had  to  the  extension  of  commerce 
and  agriculture,  to  the  good  order  of  the 
country,  to  the  prompt,  cheap,  and  equal 
administration  of  good  law,  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  people  in  knowledge 
and  morals,  or  to  the  strength  and  se- 
curity of  our  power/  He  would  on  this 
topic  again  recur  to  the  authority  of  Sir 
Charles  Metcalfe,  who  said,  in  a  Minute 
dated  February  19,  1829:— 'I  have  long 
lamented  that  our  countrymen  in  India 
are  excluded  from  the  possession  of  land 
and  other  ordinary  rights  of  peaceable 
subjects.  I  believe  that  the  existence  of 
these  restrictions  impedes  the  prosperity 
of  our  Indian  Empire,  and,  of  course, 
that  their  removal  would  tend  to  pro- 
mote it.  I  am  also  of  opinion,  that  their 
abolition  is  necessary  for  that  progres- 
sive increase  of  revenue,  without  which 
our  income  xannot  keep  pace  with  the 
continually  ^icreasing  expense  of  our 
establishment.  I  am  further  eonvinccd 
that  our  possession  of  India  must  always 
be  precarious,  unless  we  take  root  by 
having  an  influential  portion  of  the  po- 
pulation attached  to  our  Government  by 
common  interests  and  sympathies.  Every 
measure,  therefore,  which  is  calcniated  to 
facilitate  the  settlement  of  our  country- 
men in  India,  and  to  remore  the  ob- 
structions by  which  it  is  impeded,  must, 
I  conceive,  conduce  to  the  stability  of 
our  rule,  and  to  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple subject  to  our  dominion.*  Another 
authority  of  considerable  weight  on  this 
point  was  that  of  Mr.  Bailey,  who  had 
been  long  in  India,  and  had  now  returned 
to  this  country,  and  whose  opinion  on  this 
point,  was  entitled  to  great  respect,  lie- 
cause  he  was  one  of  those  gentlemen  who 
saw- the  necessity  of  placing  some  restrk* 
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tions  on  the  admission  of  Europeans  into 
India.  Mr.  Bailey  thought  that  before 
Europeans  could  be  freely  admitted  into 
India,  it  would  be  necessary  that  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  laws  should  be  altered,  and 
that  Europeans  should  be  placed  under  the 
control  of  proper  laws.  Mr.  Bailey  said  : 
Whenever  the  British  Legislature  shall 
see  fit  to  declare  that  all  persons, 
Europeans  or  natives,  residing  in  the 
interior  of  our  provinces  in  India  shall 
be  subjected  to  the  same  regulations, 
and  to  the  same  local  tribunals,  civil  and 
criminal,  and  shall,  by  the  delegation  of 
sufficient  powers  for  that  purpose,  enable 
the  British  Government  in  India  to 
modify  and  improve  our  judicial  institu- 
tions to  the  extent  which  may  from  time 
to  time  be  found  necessary,  from  that 
moment  the  unrestricted  admission  of 
European  British  subjects,  and  the  free 
permission  to  acquire  and  hold  landed 
property  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
natives  of  India,  may  be  conceded,  not 
only  without  inconvenience,  but  with 
most  important  benefits  to  India,  as  well 
as  to  Great  Britain.'  He  would  also 
refer  to  the  authority  of  a  gentleman  who 
had  been  a  Member  of  the  House,  and 
whose  name  was  of  great  weight  in  Indian 
affairs;  he  meant  Mr.  Holt  Mackenzie, 
for  whose  talents  and  liberal  sentiments 
he  entertained  the  highest  respect.  That 
Gentleman  had  also  delivered  opinions 
similar  to  those  of  Mr.  Bailey,  and  stated, 
that  he  thought  that  a  judicial  system 
should  be  adopted  which  would  be  equally 
applicable  to  the  Europeans  and  the 
natives.  Till  there  was  an  identity  of  the 
judicial  systems,  it  would  be  scarcely  prac- 
tical to  give  full  facility  to  the  admission 
of  Europeans  into  the  country.  It  was 
only  by  an  identification  of  the  system 
of  judicature,  which  should  place  both 
Europeans  and  natives  under  the  same 
laws  and  institutions,  that  an  unrestricted 
influx  of  Europeans  could  be  allowed.  On 
this  subject  he  would  further  quote  another 
authority.  Sir  Edward  Ryan  said,  on 
October  2d,  1 829 :  '  To  leave  the  European 
'  owner  or  occupier  of  lands,  or  the  manu- 
'  facturcr,  at  great  distances  from  Gal- 

*  cutta,  amenable  only  to  the  jurisdiction 
'  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  subject  only 

*  to  the  Mofussil  Courts,  with  the  limited 
'  powers  which  they  at  present  possess, 
'  would  tend  to  such  a  system  of  fraud  and 
'  injustice,  and  leave  the  natives  so  en- 

*  tirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  settlers,  that  I 


'  think  it  would  be  an  insuperable  obstacle 
'  to  the  allowing  of  Europeans  to  settle  in 
'  the  interior.  I  am,  therefore,  satisfied 
'  that  all  persons  in  the  interior  of  the 
*  country  must  be  subject  to  the  Courts  of 
'  the  district  which  they  inhabit.*  All 
authorities,  then,  were  in  favour  of  ad- 
mitting Europeans,  provided  they  were 
subject  to  the  same  laws  and  institutions 
and  were  placed  on  the  same  footing  as 
the  natives.  With  authorities  to  overlook 
Europeans,  they  might  freely  enter  the 
country.  It  was  equally  just  m  principle^ 
and  warranted  by  practice,  that  the  system 
of  judicature  should  place  the  natives  and 
Europeans  on  the  same  footing;  and 
unless  they  were  placed  on  the  same 
footing,  it  would  not  be  possible  to  allow 
Europeans  free  access  to  India.  lu  the 
mean  time,  he  trusted  that  the  Legislature 
would  arm  the  Government  in  India  with 
power  to  make  such  regulations  for  the 
control  of  the  natives  and  Europeans  as 
would  have  the  effect  of  gradually  ap- 
proximating the  two  people,  and  the  laws 
of  the  two  countries,  and  pave  the  way  for 
ultimate  assimilation ;  and  having  done 
this,  he  proposed  immediately  to  relax  the 
restrictions  upon  the  intercourse  of  British 
subjects  with  India.  The  principle  which 
he  thought  indispensable  to  lay  down 
was,  that  no  European  should  enter  India 
but  upon  the  express  condition  of  being 
subject  to  the  local  laws  and  regulations. 
That  was  the  only  means  by  which  a  per* 
feet  intercourse  could  be  obtained;  and 
though  that  desirable  object  could  not  be 
accomplished  at  present,  yet  he  thought  a 
much  freer  intercourse  might  be  admitted 
with  the  natives  than  hitherto,  when  the 
evils  of  the  present  system  were  checked 
by  wholesome  regulations.  For  Uils 
purpose  he  proposed  to  strengthen  the 
legislative  power  of  the  Governor  General 
and  Council.  At  present  the  Council 
consisted  of  three  Councillors,  besides  the 
Commander-in-chief:  to  these  he  pro- 
posed to  add  two  others ;  and  it  was  also 
contemplated,  but  not  decided,  to  add  to 
the  Council  one  or  two  persons— either 
Barristers  of  high  standing,  or  Judges 
who  had  retired  from  office,  and  who 
would  bring  the  light  of  their  knowledge 
to  assist  in  carrying  into  effect  these  im* 
portant  alterations  in  the  law.  Of  course 
no  Judge  holding  office  would  be  n^adc  a 
Councillor.  The  great  object  to  which 
reference  had  been  made,  of  amalgamating 
the  King's  Courts  an4  the  Company's 
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Courts,  could  not,  of  course,  be  immediately 
carried  into  effect;  but  he  thought  it 
roost  essential  to  provide  without  delay 
against  the  deep  mischief  which  had 
been  described  in  the  papers  he  read  as 
springing  from  the  excessive  jurisdiction 
of  the  Supreme  Courts.  He  proposed, 
therefore,  to  give  to  the  Governor  General 
in  Council,  considerable  power,  and  to 
enable  him  by  his  regulations  in  some 
measure  to  restrict  the  powers  of  the 
Supreme  Courts.  This  was  certainly 
intrusting  great  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
Governor  General,  but  the  urgency  of  the 
case  demanded  such  a  proposition,  and 
on  this  g^und  he  submitted  it.  With 
regard  to  the  admission  of  Europeans  into 
India,  he  proposed  that  all  Europeans 
should  be  at  liberty  to  go  to  that  country 
on  the  condition  of  recording  their  names 
with  the  municipal  authorities  of  the 
port  or  presidency  where  they  should 
land,  ana  submitting  themselves  to  the 
same  regulations  v^ith  native  subjects ;  and 
on  so  doing,  they  should  be  permitted  to 
proceed  from  that  port  or  presidency,  into 
any  of  the  old  settled  provinces,  without  a 
licence  fh>m  the  Company ;  but  where  the 
provinces  were  newly  settled,  and  where 
the  character  of  the  English  was  less 
known,  then  it  would  be  prudent,  for  the 
present,  to  restrict  the  right  of  settlement 
to  those  persons  who  should  obtain  the 
Company  8  licence.  Whatever  might  be 
the  immediate  regulations  of  the  Governor- 
General,  he  thought  the  House  would 
agree  with  him,  that  ultimately  it  should 
be  laid  down  as  an  inflexible  rule,  that  no 
European  should  enter  into  that  country, 
unless  on  the  condition  of  being  placed 
under  the  same  laws  and  tribunals  as  the 
natives.  Without  such  a  rule,  he  insisted 
it  was  impossible  to  obtain  that  complete 
identification  of  interest  and  feeling  which 
was  of  paramount  importance.  With  re- 
gard to  the  power  of  the  British  to  hold 
land,  and  the  restrictions  which  formerly 
existed,  these  were  practically  nearly  all 
removed;  and,  in  point  of  fact,  the  princi- 
ple was  fully  admitted.  Mr.  Edmonstone 
stated  in  his  evidence,  in  1832  :  '  In  fact, 
'  the  question  with  regard  to  the  admis- 
'  sioo  of  Europeans  as  landlords  seems  to 
'  be  already  oecided,   the  local  govern- 

*  ment  having,  without  previous  reference 
'  to  the  authorities  at  home,  come  to  a 
'  resolution  to  allow  Europeans  to  hold 

*  leases    of    60    years'    duration ;     that 

*  arrangement  has  been  confirmed  by  the 
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authorities  at   home,  with  the  limita- 
tion of  the  leases  to  21  years  instead 
of  60.     In  fact,   it  seems  to  me  that 
the  subject  is  no  longer  open  to  de-> 
cision ;  the  momentous  question  of  admit- 
ting Europeans  to  establish  themselves  as 
landlords  in  the  interior  of  the  country 
is  disposed  of  by  that  Resolution,  and 
the  limited  confirmation  of  it,  to  which  I 
was  entirely  adverse.'     In  Bengal,  in- 
deed, there  were  some  restrictions  which, 
no  doubt,  were  most  benevolently  intended, 
but  which,  on  the  whole,  he  thought,  tended 
to  defeat  their  object.     Such  restrictions, 
of  course,  it  would  be  prudent  to  remove. 
It  was  right  to  state,  that  all  capital  cases 
were  to  be  considered  as  exceptions  to  the 
general  rule  he  had  before  stated;  and 
that    Europeans    charged     with    capital 
crimes  would  be  tried  by  the  Supreme 
Court.    Trivial  as  some,  of  these  circum- 
stances might  appear,  he  considered  the 
change  very  important.      India  was  no 
longer  shut  to  the  Englishman  who  could 
not  procure  a  licence — he  might  proceed 
there  without  application    to  the  Com- 
pany ;  nor  need  he  fear  being  compelled 
to  leave  the  country  because  his  licence  was 
withdrawn.     He  was  under  a  government 
arbitrary  if  they  pleased — despotic  if  they 
pleased ;   but  still  it  .was  a  government  of 
laws — laws  which  he  knew,  and  which,  if 
he  obeyed,  he  had  nothing  to  fear.     But 
this  he  had  adopted  for  a  maxim,  that  no 
persons  should  go  to  India  but  in  con* 
nexion  with  the  interests  of  the  natives, 
nay,  in   subserviency  to  their    interests, 
for  he  looked  upon  a  regard  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  natives  as  their  first  duty,  and  as 
of  the'first  importance.    In  this  opinion  he 
was  confirmed  by  the  opinion  of  Sir  Charles 
Grey,  who  said :  '  If  the  provinces  are  to 
be  opened  to  British  settlers,  let  it  be 
universally  understood  so,  that  no  doubt 
may  remain,  nor  any  ground  for  subse- 
quent reproach  that  they  go  to  live  under 
a  despotic   and    imperfect,  but  strong 
government ;  that  they  carry  with  them 
no  rights  but  such  as  are  possessed  there 
by  the  natives  themselves ;  and  that  it  is 
impossible  at  present  to  give  them  either 
that    security  and    easy   enjoyment   of 
landed  property,  or  those  ready  remedies 
for  private  wrongs,  which  more  regularly 
constituted    governments     afibrd.      A 
tolerable  system  of  criminal  judicature, 
we  believe,  might    even    at  present  be 
established  throughout  the  greater  part 
of  India.'    With  respect  to  the  natives 
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of  India»  he  proposed  to  introduce  in  the 
Bills  to  be  brought  before  Parliament  a 
clause  to  put  an  end  to  all  disabilities  on 
the  part  of  the  natives  of  our  Indian  do- 
'xninions  to  hold  ofRce  or  employment  on 
account  of  their  birth  or  religion.  With 
respect  to  slavery  in  India,  there  was  a 
wide  dyjerence  between  slavery  which 
existed  in  (1^8^  country  and  in  the  West 
Indies.  Slavery  ,  in  India  was  not  very 
oppressive,  with  the  exception  of  Malabar, 
where  much  cruelty  was  practised.  In 
India  it  formed  a  part  of  the  general 
institution  of  castes~it  was  connected  with 
the  religion  of  the  natives,  and,  conse- 
quently, required  very  cautious  treatment. 
He  should  propose,  however,  to  form  a 
Commission  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  the  whole 
system.  Although  the  approximation  of 
the  laws  in  India*  to  which  he  eventually 
looked  forward,  could  not  be  immediately 
carried  into  execution,  yet  he  thought  they 
ought  not  to  lose  any  time  in  instituting 
the  inquiries  necessary  to  prepare  the  way 
to  this  desirable  consummation.  He  pro- 
posed to  issue  a  commission  to  inquire 
how  far  it  was  possible  to  approach  to  a 
more  uniform  system  —  how  far  it  was 
possible  to  blend  the  King's  Courts  and 
those  of  the  Company,  and  to  amalgamate' 
all  systems  for  if  this  were  not  possible, 
the  sooner  the  idea  was  given  up  the  bet- 
ter. The  Commission  he  proposed  should 
be  issued  by  the  Governor  General,  and 
'be  composed  of  persons  well  skilled  in  the 
administration  of  Indian  justice,  and  of 
one  or  two  persons  from  this  country,  but 
who  should  receive  their  appointment 
from  the  local   Government.      lie  also 

?roposed  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
louse  to  the  state  of  the  ecclesiastical 
'Establishment  in  India.  His  propositions 
would,  he  believed,  be  essential  to  the 
improvement  of  that  establishment;  they 
would  notjhowcver,  embrace  any  expensive 
or  extravagant  improvements ;  but  they 
merely  sought  to  remedy  existing  evils, 
and  to  correct  the  actual  mischiefs  of  the 
system.  Amongst  other  things,  he  pro- 
posed to  rescue  the  Bishop  of  Calcutta 
from  the  whole  ecclesiastical  burthen 
of  India,  and  to  appoint,  as  Suffragan 
Bishops,  the  Archdeacons  of  Madras  and 
Bombay.  He  should  not  dwell  further 
on  this  plan,  but,  trusting  the  general 
result  would  be  advantageous  to  this  coun- 
try as  well  as  to  India,  he  would  conclude 
by  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  that  eminent 


and  excellent  Divine^  Birfiop  Heber,  who, 
addressing  a  letter,  doted  5th  April*  1825, 
to  the  Governor-General,  expressed  him- 
self in  the  following  manner : — *  I,  lasdy, 
'  beg  leave  to  offer  my  congratulatiims  to 
'  your  Lordship  in  Council  on  the  ititer- 
'  nal  peace,  and  the  appearance  of  gene- 

*  ral  prosperity  and  content;  whkb«  noi- 
'  withstanding  a  protracted  (Iroughl  aod 

*  other  unfavourable  ciroumstaiicesy  have 
'  attracted  my  attention  in  every  pari  of 
'  the  hon.  Company's  territories  wbicfa  1 

*  have  visited.  It  is  my  earoeat  prayer  te 
'  that  good  Providence  who  has  already 
'  made  the  mild,  and  just,  and  stable  go- 
'  vernnient  of   British  functionaries  pro- 

*  ductive  of  so  much  advantage  to  Hio- 
'  doostan,  that  he  would  preserve  and 
'  prosper  an  influence  which  has  been  lii- 
*■  therto  so  well  employed  ;  that  he  would 
'  eventually  make  our  nation  the  dispenser 
'  of  still  greater  blessings  to  our  Asiatic 
'  brethren ;  and  in  his  own  good  time,  and 
'  by  such  gentle  and  peaceable  means  as 
'  only  are  Well-pleasing  in  his  sight,  unite 
'  to  us  in  a  community  of  faith,,  of  morals, 
'  of  science,  and  political  instituiioDs,  the 

*  brave,  the  mild,  the  civilised,  and  highly 
'  intelligent  race,  who  only  in  the  above 
'  respects  can  be  said  to.  fall  abort  of  BH- 
'  tons.'  —  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
concluded  by  moving  the  following  Reso- 
lutions : — 

1.  ^'That  it  is  expedient  that  all  his 
Majesty's  subjects  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  repair  to  the  ports  of  the  empire  of 
China,  and  to  traae  in  tea  and  in  all  other 
productions  of  the  said  empire;  subject  to 
such  regulations  as  Parliament  shall 
enact  for  the  protection  of  the  commercial 
and  political  aiterests  of  this  country. 

2.  "  That  it  is  expedient  that,,  in  case 
the  Cast-India  Company  shall  transfer  to 
the  Crown,  on  behalf  of  the  Indian  terri- 
tory, all  assets  and  claims  of  every  de- 
scription belonging  to  the  said  Company, 
the  Crown,  on  behalf  of  the  Indian  terri- 
tory, shall  take  on  itself  all  the  obligations 
of  the  said  Company,  of  whatever  descrip- 
tion, and  that  the  said  Company  shall  re- 
ceive from  the  revenues  of  the  said  territory 
such  a  sum,  and  paid  in  such  a  manner^ 
and  under  such  regulations,  as  Parliament 
shall  enact. 

3.  *'  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  British  possessioos  is 
India  be  intrusted  to  the  said  Company, 
under  such  conditions  and  regulations  as 
ParKament  shall  enact,  for  the  paipose 
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of  eirtendhig  ttie  commerce  of  this  coun- 
try, and  of  flecunng  the  good  government 
and  promoting  the  momi  and  reiigiooa 
ifflorotement  of  the  people  of  India.*^ 

Mr.  Wyjin  said,  tne  subject  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  brought  before 
the  Committee  was,  in  his  opinioft,  of 
greater  importance  than  any  question,  not 
even  excepting  that  relating  to  the  West 
Indies,  which  had  been  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  during  the 
pmsent  Session.    Upon  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  treated  would  essentially  de- 
pend the  fature  condition  of  90,000,000 
of  oar  fellow-creatores.    It  was  with  great 
pleasure  that  he  had  heard,  towards  the 
conclusion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
speech,  a  declaration  which  he  wished  had 
been  made  the  subject  of  a  distinct  and 
substantive  resolution,  to  occupy  the  first 
place  in  their  proceedings — namely,  "That 
all  native  of  India,  without  regara  to  their 
colour,  descent,  or  religion,  should  be  eli- 
gible to  every  office  under  the  Govern- 
meat,  which  their  education  and  acquire- 
ments might  qualify  them  to  fill.**    When 
he  looked  to  the  magnitude  of  thequestion, 
he  could  not  help  regretting,  that  it  had 
been  deferred  to  this  late  period  of  the 
Session.     If  the  other  measures  which  Go- 
vernment had  brought  before  the  House 
were  to  be  proceeded  with,  this,  be  was 
sure,  could  not  possibly  receive  that  de- 
gree of  attention  which  was  necessary.  He 
could  not  urge  unnecessary  delay,  but  even 
delay  was  preferable  to  a  hurried  and  im- 
perfect consideration,  when  the  minds  of 
all  the  Members  must  be  distracted  by  the 
variety  of  other  important  subjects  now 
before  them.    lb  the  first  Resolution  he 
had  not  the  slightest  objection.    For  the 
time  was  come  when  the  trade  with  China 
mtist  be  opened  to  the  enterprise  of  the 
people  of  this  country  generally.   Indeed, 
he  had  supported  Mr.  Canning  in  1813, 
in  objecting  to  tie  up  the  China  trade  for 
so  long  a  period  as  twenty  years.    It  was 
thought,  that  it  might  be  necessary  to 
reconsider  the  question  within  a  much 
Miorter  period,  and  events  had  justified 
that  opiniod,  fbr  there  conld  be  no  doubt 
if  Mr.  Canning^s  motion  for  continuing  the 
exclusive  trade  with  China,  for  ten  years 
only,  instead  of  twenty,  had  been  agreed 
to,  the  trade  wonld  have  been  thrown  open 
Inng  before  this.    The  transactions  of  the 
last  twenty  years  must  have  convinced 
every  impartml  observer,  that  it  would 
have  been  desirsUe  for  Parliament  to  hn,%e 


had  an  opportunity  of  revising  the  lenna 
of  the  charter  at  an  earlier  period.    There 
were  many  like  himself  wno  remembered 
the  chief  points  which  were  insisted  upon 
at  the  time  of  granting  the  present  charter 
by  almost  every  man  connected  with  Indian 
anairs.    It  was  said,  that  the  resort  of 
Europeans  to  India,  could  not  be  permiC- 
ted,  except   under  the  severest  restric- 
tions ;  yet  now  several  years  had  elapsed 
since  the  policy  of  removing  those  restric- 
tions had  been  established.  A  still  stronger 
opinion  prevailed  as  to  the  danger  of  allow- 
ing   missionaries  to  proceed    to    India. 
There  was  scarcely  an  individual  connect- 
ed with  India,  who  did  not  prophesy  the 
most  dismal  consequences  fVom  that  mea- 
sure;   but  what    had   been  the  result? 
During  twenty  years,  not  a  single  instance 
of  inconvenience,  resulting  fVom  even  the 
inconsiderate  zeal  of  a  missionary,  had 
come  to  light.     It  was  also  asserted,  that 
all  those  who  might  embark  in  the  private 
trade  would  be  ruined,  and  the  idea  of 
competing  with  the  power  of  the  Company 
was  treated  as  the  dream  of  a  visionary. 
What  had  been  the  result?    Before  one- 
half  of  the  period  for  which  the  Charter 
was  granted  had  elapsed — ^before  the  ex- 
piration of  ten  years — the  trade  of  tlie 
Company  had  almost  wholly  passed  into 
the  hands  of  private  traders.    It  was  like- 
wise repeatedly  asserted,  that  it  was  idle 
to  expect  any  alteration  in  the  habits  of 
the  natives  —  any  increased  demand  for 
European  articles ;  their  wants  and  habits 
had,  It  was  said,  remained  the  same  from 
the  days  of  Alexander,  and  were  likely  so 
to  continue  to  the  end  of  time,  fixed 
and  immutable.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  now  communicated  to  the  House 
the  real  result,  and  had,  on  the  authority 
of  Lord  William  Bentinck,  drawn  a  glowing 
picture  of  the  progress  of  civilization,  re- 
finement, and  education, among  the  natives, 
in  direct  contradiction  to  all  former  expect- 
ation. What  was  the  consequence  to  be  de- 
duced from  the  failure  of  all  these  predic- 
tions ?    It  was  this,  that  if  upon  these 
points  the  greatest  misrepresentations  pre- 
vailed twenty  years  ago,  amongst  men  who 
had  the  best  opportunity  of  forming  a  cor- 
rect judgment,  they  ought  to  reserve  to 
themselves  an  opportunity  of  revising  the 
plan  which  they  were  called  noon  to  adopt, 
at  a  much  earlier  period  than  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  proposed.    Before  proceeding, 
as  the  correspondence  before  the  House 
referred  to  intended  changes  in  the  con- 
2B2 
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stitution  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  which 
had  not  been  explained,  he  wished  parti- 
cularly to  be  informed  what  alteration  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  make 
in  the  number  of  the  Directors;  and,  in 
the  next  place,  what  qualiKcation  he  pro- 

'  posed  to  demand  ?  That  was  to  say,  whe- 
ther he  meant  that  the  qualification  should, 
as  at  present,  merely  consist  in  possessing 
a  certain  amount  of  East-India  Stock,  or 
whether  it  should  require  a  residence  for  a 
certain  period  in  India,  by  which  a  know- 
ledge or  the  affairs  of  that  empire,  and  of 
the  Government  of  that  country,  might 
be  obtained  ?  [Mr.  Charles  Grant  was  at 
present  not  able  to  state.]  That  point  ap- 
peared to  him  one  of  the  most  material 
parts  of  the  plans.  The  power  to  be  con- 
ferred upon  the  Court  of  Directors  would 
depend  upon  the  description  of  persons — 
whether  their  number  were  greater  or  less 
than  now — ^to  be  appointed — that  was  to 
say,  whether  they  should  be  required  to 

'  possess  as  a  requisite  qualification,  an 
intimate  knowledge  with  the  affairs  of 
India  or  not.  He  meant  not  to  make  any 
reflections  upon  individuals ;  but  he  well 
remembered,  that  during  the  time  he  had 
the  honour  to  be  officially  connected  with 
the  Board  of  Control,  out  of  seven  gentle- 
men with  whom  he  had  to  communicate  suc- 
cessively as  Chairmen  of  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors, four  had  never  been  in  India,  and 
only  one  had  resided  there.  When  trade 
formed  the  most  material  part  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  when  the 
China  trade  was  in  their  exclusive  manage- 
ment, to  which  they  chiefly  looked  for  the 
amount  of  their  dividends,  there  might  be 
reasons  for  choosing  London  merchants, 
though  unconnected  with  India,  for  the 
care  of  the  shipping,  and  other  interests  : 
then,  it  might  not  be  so  absolutely  essen- 
tial that  an  intimate  knowledge  of  India 
should  be  possessed  by  them ;  but  as  they 
would  henceforth  have  only  political  func- 
tions to  perform,  he  considered  such  a 
qualification  indispensable.  His  right  hon. 
friend  had  tried  to  establish  an  analogy 
between  our  relations  with  the  British 
colonies  in  the  West-Indies,  and  our  rela- 
tions with  the  East-Indian  empire,  and  to 
draw  a  comparison  between  the  manage- 
ment of  the  two ;  but  it  appeared  to  him, 
that  no  analogy  whatever  existed.  The 
East-Indian  empire  was  not  a  colony.  The 
nature  of  a  colony  was  that  of  a  popula- 
tion originating  from  the  emigration  and 
settlement  of  the  natives  of  the  mother 


country ;  but  that  was  not  the  case  with 
India.  India  was  a  mighty  empire,  the 
government  of  which  had,  by  the  coarse 
of  events,  devolved  upon  this  country,  and 
we  sent  out  individuals  as  rulers,  who  had 
no  other  connexion  with  the  people  of 
that  vast  continent  than  what  arose  from 
the  relation  of  governors  and  governed. 
It  was,  therefore,  totally  distinct  from  a 
colony.  His  right  hon.  friend  had  dwelt 
upon  the  great  merits  of  the  government 
of  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  upon  the 
important  share  which  that  Court  had  had 
in  the  government  of  India.  He  admitted, 
that  the  Directors  had,  in  many  instances, 
been  highly  useful  in  bringing  forward 
questions ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  decision  upon  all 
those  questions  had  been  vested  in  the 
Board  of  Control.  In  that  Board,  for  the 
last  fifty  years,  the  real  and  effective  go- 
vernment of  India  had  resided.  The  Court 
of  Directors  only  acted  as  acouncil,  which 
could,  indeed,  suggest  measures,  bat 
in  no  instance,  enforce  the  adoption  of 
them.  The  question  with  him,  tWefore, 
was,  whether  the  Court  of  Directors,  cho- 
sen as  at  present,  presented  the  probabi- 
lity of  affording  abler  assistance,  and  giving 
better  counsel  in  the  government  of  India, 
than  it  would  do,  were  its  members  appoint- 
ed in  a  different  manner?  He  should 
like  the  number  of  them  to  be  reduced ; 
the  period  for  which  they  were  appointed 
to  be  limited,  as  at  present ;  their  qualifi- 
cations for  such  appointment  altered,  and 
the  mode  of  appointing  them  altogether 
changed.  Let  the  number  be  six  or  eight; 
let  them  hold  the  appointment  as  at  pre- 
sent, four  years ;  let  their  qualification  be 
twelve  years'  residence  in  India; 'and  let 
them  be  nominated  by  the  Crown^  with  a 
capacity  to  be  immediately  re^^ppointed 
at  the  expiration  of  four  years— two  going 
out  every  year.  By  the  present  system, 
the  appointment  was  practically  for  life ; 
and  whether  a  Director  administered  the 
duties  of  his  oflice  ably  or  not,  he  retained 
the  appointment;  there  being  hardly  an 
instance  of  any  individual  having  been 
removed,  whatever  his  age  or  infirmities, 
which  was  a  great  inconvenience.  At  one 
time,  it  was  stated  by  one  of  the  membeis 
of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  on 
which  all  the  important  political  functions 
of  the  East-India  Company  rest,  that  he 
had  cast  up  the  different  ages  of  the  indi* 
viduals  then  composing  that  Committee, 
and  that  the  average  age  of  the  eleveii 
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members  was    between  sixty- eight    and 
sixty-nine  years.      He  knew  that  some 
persons  retained  to  a  great  age  the  clearest 
facalties,  and  a  power  to  discharge  their 
public  duties  with  the   greatest  ability. 
His  right  hon.  friend  could  easily  quote 
the  example  of  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Grant, 
his  father,  retaining,  after  the  age  of  four- 
score years,  the  clearness  of  his  faculties 
to  such  a  degree,  that  at  that  age,  he  was 
upon  the  point  of  being  re-elected  to  the 
chair  of  the  East-India  Company.  But  such 
were  exceptions — the  rule  was  the  other 
way.    He  felt  strong  objections  to  the 
present  mode  in  which  the  Directors  were 
elected  by  that  numerous  body  called  the 
East-India  proprietors.     The  system  of 
nomination  by  the  Directors  themselves 
was  open  to  objection ;  for  while  it  afford- 
ed opportunities  to  persons  to  obtain  the 
favour  of  the  Directors,  and  secure  their 
election,  without  any  regard  to  their  fit- 
ness for  the  ofiSce,  it  did  not  give  i\ie 
slightest  chance  to  any  respectable  indivi- 
dual, however  qualified,  to  get  elected,  un- 
less supported  by  particular  interests.  What 
might  now  be  the  case  he  knew  not,  but 
it  used  to  be  the  case,  that  the  union  of 
the  two  principal  houses  of  agency*  if  sup- 
ported  by  the  Chairman  and   Deputy- 
Chairman  for  the  time  being— could  ensure 
the  election  of  any  candidate  for  the  di- 
rection, without  any  reference  to  his  abili- 
ties or  knowledge.    That  had  always  been 
bis  chief  objection  to  the  present  mode  of 
nomination.  But  there  was  another  ground 
of  objection — namely,  the  necessity  of  a 
canvass.     He  had  known  several  instances 
of  individuals  who  might  have  been  most 
useful  members  of  the  Court,  whose  general 
fitness  was  acknowledged,  and  who  said, 
they  should  be  glad  to  accept  the  office, 
but  who  shrunk  from  the  labour  and  hu- 
miliation of  an  extensive  personal  canvass. 
He    admitted,  that   some   distinguished 
individuals  had  not  been  required  to  can- 
vass; but  these  cases   were   exceptions. 
His  belief,  then,  was,  that,  generally  speak- 
ing, if  the  choice  were  limited  to  persons 
who  had  resided  for  twelve  years  in  India, 
that  it  would  be  a  better  mode  of  nomi- 
nation to  rest  it  upon  the  responsibility  of 
the  Government,  than  upon  so  variable  a 
body  as  the  East-India  proprietors.     But 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  urged  as  one 
reason  for  the  continuance  of  the  present 
system,  that  none  could  be  devised  for 
governing  India,  without  vesting  that  pa- 
Uooa^e  10  tb^  Hinistera  of  the  Crown. 


His  right  hon.   friend  roust  know,  that 
there  had  been  many  plans  suggested  for 
the  better  application  of  that  patronage. 
He  would  not  pretend  to  enumerate  all  the 
various  suggestions  that  had  been  at  dif- 
ferent times  made, or  which  might  bemade, 
upon  the  subject ;  but,  he  trusted,  at  all 
events.   Parliament  would,   in  this  Bill, 
insist  upon  a  certain  number  of  civil  ap- 
pointments being  allotted  to  open  compe- 
tition   at  the    different  Universities,   as 
proposed  by  Lord  Grenville  in  1813,  and 
since  successfully  carried  into  execution. 
But  as  that  would  not  be  sufficient  to  pro- 
vide for  the  disposal  of  the  whole  number 
ofcivil  appointments,  he  would  suggest,  that 
a  certain  portion  of  patronage  should  also 
be  allotted  to   the  local  authorities  in 
India,  to  the  Governor  General,  the  subor- 
dinate governors,  and  the  members  of  the 
difi'erent  Councils  there.      He  attached 
great  importance  to  such  an  arrangement ; 
because  it  was  highly  desirable  to  secure 
a  succession  ofcivil  appointments  in  parti- 
cular families,  whose  names  were  become 
familiar  to  the  natives  of  India,  by  a  num- 
ber of  those  families  having  been  long 
employed   in  local  offices  of  trust  and 
responsibility.     From  the  information  he 
had  received,  he  was  induced  to  believe 
that  great  benefit  had  been  derived  from 
the    appointment    of    particular    indivi- 
duals to  particular  districts  in  that  empire, 
in  which  their  fathers  were  held  in  respect 
by  the  people ;  but,  besides  that  benefit 
arising  from   such  a  practice,  it  was  a 
natural  and  legitimate  manner  of  reward- 
ing those  who  had  discharged  important 
functions  in  that  country.    A  certain  por- 
tion of  patronage  might  remain,  as  at 
present,  with  the  Government ;  a  certain 
other  portion  should  be  vested  in  those 
individuals  whom  he  would  substitute  for 
the  present  Court  of  Directors;  and  he 
would  also  allot  a  number  of  military 
nominations,  in  rotation,  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  each  regiment  in  the  service 
of  the  East-India  Company ;  to  be  given 
to  the  sons  of  meritorious  officers,  either 
serving,  or  w*ho  had  served,  in  India.  That 
would  obviate  any  danger  which  could  be 
apprehended  with  respect  to  the  applica- 
tion of  patronage  or  influence  in  the  army. 
In  the  years  1783  and  1784,  at  the  time 
of  the  discussion  of  Mr.  Fox's  India  Bill« 
a  well-grounded  jealousy  was  entertained 
of  the  increase  of  the  influence  of  the 

I  Crown,  by  a  transfer  of  the  patronage  of 
India ;  but  at  that  time  the  patronage  of 
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the  Court  of  Directors  extended  not  only 
to  the  appointment  of  young  men  as 
writers  and  cadets,  but  persons  mature  in 
life,  were  sent  out  with  directions  that 
they  should  immediately  fill  important  aud 
lucrative  situations  in  India.  Rules  had 
aiBce  been  established  by  Parliament 
limiting  the  age  of  writers  and  cadets  to 
twenty-two,  and  their  selection  for  sub- 
sequent employment  was  left  to  the  local 
authorities  in  India,  under  certain  rep;u- 
lations  for  their  succession  by  senior- 
ity; and  there  had  scarcely  been  an 
instance  during  the  last  twenty  years 
in  which  any  interference  had  taken  place 
on  the  part  of  the  home  authorities  with 
the  exercise  of  patronage  in  India.  Some 
few  commercial  situations  had  been  filled 
by  the  Court  of  Directors;  but,  generally 
speaking,  at  present  the  only  patronage  the 
Court  possessed,  was  the  appointment  of 
cadets  for  the  military,  and  writers  for  the 
civil  service;  and  the  higher  appointments 
of  the  Members  of  the  Councils;  for, 
practically,  though  not  formally,  the 
choice  of  the  Govemor-General,  and  other 
Governors,  rested  with  the  Crown ;  but 
even  this  remaining  portion  of  patronage 
should  be  taken  from  the  hands  of  per- 
sons who  were  under  no  responsibility  for 
the  proper  exercise  of  their  functions. 
The  absence  of  responsibility  to  public 
opinion,  which  was  the  surest  incentive  to 
a  due  exercise  of  power,  was  indeed  the  vice 
of  the  whole  system.  Suppose,  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  that  the  proprietors,  instead 
of  being  influenced  by  solicitation,  by  the 
claims  of  private  friendship,  or  of  future 
patronage  for  their  families,  were  disposed 
to  elect  only  the  fittest  persons  into  the 
Direction,  tbey  had  no  opportunity  of 
judging  what  Uie  past  conduct  of  indivi- 
du^  Directors  had  been ;  they  could  only 
know  what  had  been  the  conduct  of  the 
India  Board,  and  of  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors acting  together;  and,  even  if 
they  knew  how  to  apportion  the  mea- 
sures between  these  two  distinct  au* 
thorities,  they  could  not  learn  how  the 
majority  of  the  Court  of  Directors  had 
been  constituted.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  were,  as  I  now  propose,  reduced  in 
number,  and  nominated  by  the  Crown, 
the  responsibility,  bybeineless  subdivided, 
would  become  more  real;  nor' could  the 
Minister,  who  would  be  responsible  for 
their  proper  selection,  maintain  in  ofiice 
any  one  who,  from  age  or  other  oauses, 
bad  become  notoriously  incompetent.  The 


next  reason  which  his  right  hoa.  friend 
stated  for  continuing  the  present  syslfim 
of  electing  the  Court  of  Directors  was, 
that  it  prevented  any  inconvenience  by 
the  vicissitudes  in  the  Eti^ish  Ministries, 
But  he  knew  not  why  those  viciasitudes 
should  apply  more  forcibly  as  aa  oUectioo 
to  a  Court  of  Directors  holding  tmatm  for 
four  years,  renewable  by  the  Cnnm,  ti»Hi 
to  the  present  system.  The  same  oli^t 
would  be  attained  by  any  proposed  mode 
of  appointment— that  of  secaring  a  snffi* 
cient  number  of  functionaries,  who  would 
not  be  likely  to  be  iafiuenced  by  any 
change  of  politics  in  this  coontry.  He 
agreed  entirely  witli  his  right  hoa.  friend 
respectine"  the  difficulties  arising  {iroro  the 
union  of  tne  two  distinct  functions  of  trade 
and  government  in  the  same  hands.  But 
it  appeared  almost  as  absurd,  that  thoae 
who  were  to  administer  the  government  ef 
that  country  should  be  elected  by  indin- 
duals  qualified  merely  br  the  posaession 
of  a  certain  amount  of  East-India  stock ; 
and  it  was  still  more  absurd,  that  the  only 
qualification  required  in  order  to  hold  the 
office  of  a  Director  of  the  East^India 
Company  should  be  of  a  similar  nature. 
An  individual,  by  expending  a  certain  som 
of  money,  might  acquire  the  capability  of 
being  appointed  to  that  office,  whether  he 
possessed  any  other  aualificatioo  for  the 
performance  of  its  duties  or  not.  He 
wished  scarcely  to  touch  upon  many  of 
the  other  important  subjects  connected 
with  this  question  at  the  present  moment, 
particularly  the  bargain  which  bad  been 
concluded  between  the  Government  and 
the  Company,  which  there  would  be  cither 
opportunities  for  discussing.  His  right 
hon.  friend  was  not  mistaken  in  his  view 
of  the  ultimate  capability  of  our  Indian 
empire  to  meet  the  claims  which  would 
be  made  upon  it.  But  he  could  not  be 
quite  so  sanguine  as  his  right  hon.  friend 
appeared  to  be  as  to  its  immediate  means^ 
when  there  was  an  actual  deficiency  of 
revenue  in  time  of  peace,  after  tke  Tery 
extensive  reductions  which  had  been  made 
— reductions  which,  though  he  felt  the 
greatest  possible  confidence  in  the  wisdom 
of  Lord  William  Bentinck,  be  could  not 
believe  would  be  permanent;  at  least,  they 
had  been  carriea  to  the  utmost  extent* 
There  was  no  use  in  shuttinig  their  eyes 
to  the  truth :  so  extensive  an  empire 
must  ever  be  exposed  to  insarrectioas 
which  might  demand  the  employment  of 
all  ptti  v>Kt^    When  the  e«tablialimei)| 
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wnt  l«mity*Mt«e«   Euiopecn  officers   to 
each   m^iiiiepi^  it  frequently  bappepedi 
that  the  icfuiil  fttrengih  upon  service  did 
noi  ^xeeed  aeveo  or  five;  and  be  therefore 
fevedj  tb^  opw,  vben  the  establishment 
W4S  re^liiced  to  twenty,  that  this  defi- 
cieocyf  vpui4  be  stili  wore  inconveniently 
felt;  and  that,  in  the  ovent  of  a  war^  an 
increase  would  be  r^uired,  which  would 
add  considerably  to  the  expend  of  the  Go- 
verninanW  beyond  what  would  be  incurred 
by  the  retention  of  a  greater  number  dur- 
iog  peace-     In  the  same  manner,  he  could 
not  see.  without  apprdiension,  the  ejiten- 
sive  reduction  of  Uie  irregular  corps  which 
always   appeared  to  him   to  be  hip;hly 
valuable,  not  only  as  formine  an  addition 
to  our  militanr  strength^  and  as  relieving 
the  icgulars  from  many  fatiguing  duties, 
but  also  aa  afibrding  a  safe  occupation  to 
m^n  of  abiiity  and  rank,  who,  if  not  thus 
eioployed,    might  occupy  themselves  in 
disturbing  the  Government.    If  they  bad 
not  military  employment  under  the  Go* 
verumenty  they  might  seek  it  elsewhere. 
He   could   not^   therefore,  but   Teel    an 
apprehension  that  in  the  event  of  anv  war 
—either  an  external  war  (which  was  always 
possible)  or  an  internal  insurrection  (an 
event  every  w^  probable),  it  would  be 
found,  that  these  estimates  by  which  the 
redemption  of  the  charge  to  be  incurred 
by  tlie  proposed  arrangement  was  made, 
might  prove  erroneous.    At  the  same  time^ 
be  was  convinced,  that  ultimately,  the 
resources  of  India  would  be  sufficient,  and 
more  thansufficient,  to  meet  every  demand . 
Umt  could  be  made  upon  them.    There 
was  another  point  in  the  scheme  which 
he  could  not  understand,  and  that  was, 
the  strict  control  which  was  proposed  to 
he  established,  on  the  part  of  the  supreme 
government,  over  the  subordinate  govern- 
ments of  India,  so  that  no  step  was  to  be 
taken,  no  eapense  incurred  by  Uioscsubor- 
diuate  governments,  withopt  the  sanction 
of  the  Governor  General.    When  they 
considered  the  distance  at  which  some  of 
these  subordinate  governments  were  si- 
tuated  from    the  seat  of  the   supreme 
government,  and  when  ther  recollected 
how  greatly  the  business  wnich  the  Go* 
vernor  General  had  already  to  transact 
would  be  augmented  by  this  arrangement, 
he  was  apprehensive  that  the  attention  of 
that  great  officer  would  be  diverted  from 
the  exercise  of  a  vigilant  superintendence 
of  the  comprehensive  and  high  affairs  of 
tluA  greal  tm|aie«     If  overy  expense. 


under  whatever  circumstances, to  be-in-, 
curred,  must  be  previously  referred  to  the- 
Governor  General,  his  time  must  be  fre- 
quently unworthily  occupied  by  points  of 
minor  detail|  to  the  great  detriment  of 
more  important  questions*    Nor  was  that, 
all ;  for  these  subordinate  governors  would 
be    also  lowered    in  the  estimation   of 
those  over  whom  they  presided,  and  by 
whom  it  was  so  necessary  they  should  be 
held  in  great  respect,  if  they  could  not 
perform  one  act  of^authority,  or  incur  any 
public  expense,  without  tlie  direct  sanc- 
tion of  tne  supreme  government.    He, 
therefore,  was  of  opinion,  that  much  greater 
inconvenience  would  arise  than  advantage 
from  the  proposed  alteration.    He  could 
easily  conceive  that,  to  a  certain  extent, 
the  plan  might  be  advantageous ;  but  then 
it  did  not  require  an  Act  of  Parliament  to 
establish  iL    A  single  despatch  from  the 
Home  Government  to  the  several  subor- 
dinate governments,  stating  that  no  ex- 
pense above  any  certain  amount,  should 
be     incurred     by    those    governments, 
without   the    sanction  of   the  Governor 
General,     That  might  be  a  reasonable 
limitation  of  tlieir  auUiority ;  but  the  idea 
of  making  a  law  on  the  subject  could  not 
be    entertained.      To    the    proposal    for 
establishing  a  new  frame  of  government 
in  India,byappointing  a  Governor  General, 
with  a  counsellor  ^r  each  presidency, 
distinct    from   the  local   government   of 
Bengal,  he  must  say,  that,  at  the  first 
blush,  he  should  consider  it  an  improve- 
ment; but  it  was  to  be  considered,  whe- 
ther it  would  not  interfere  too  much  with 
the  subordinate  presidencies.    If  it  was  in- 
tended, that  the  governors  of  the  subordinate 
presidencies  were  to  be  inferior  in  import* 
ance  to  the  councillors  of  Uie  supreme 
government,  the  consequence  would  be, 
that  only  persons  of  mferior  qualifica- 
tions would  accept  tliose  appointments* 
Hitherto  it  had  been  oousidered  essential 
not  only  to  a  due  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  the    office,  but  with  a  view  to  die 
effect  produced  on  the  minds  of  the  na- 
tives, that  the.Goveroors  of  the  subordinate 
presidencies  should  be  officers  of  high 
rauk,  and  men  of  eminence,  to  whom  the 
natives  woiild  look  up  with  confidence  and 
respect.    It  had  with  this  view,  appeared 
desirable  that  there  should  be  an  occa- 
sional nomination  tq  these  presidencies  of 
f persons  of  superior  English  rauk— such, 
or  instance,  as  the  appointments  of  Lord 
Clare  to  the  government  of  Bombay-^  of 
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Lord  Buckinghamshire,  Lord  Cltve,  and 
Lord  William  Bentinck,  to  that  of  Madras. 
He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  to  this  point,   and  to 
know  whether  there  would  not  be  a  diffi- 
culty in  prevailing  on  men  of  eminence  in 
this  country  to  go  out  to  India  to  fill  these 
subordinate  presidencies.   With  respect  to 
the  new  presidency  in  the  western  parts 
of  Bengal,  he  was  prepared  to  approve  of 
that  measure,  if  it  were  not  attended  with 
too  great  an  additional  expense  for  the 
present  state  of  our  finances.    At  the  time 
when  the  nomination  of  Lord  William 
Bentinck  to  the  government  of  India  took 
place,  that  subject  was  brought  under  his 
consideration  at  the  India  Board ;   and  it 
became  a  question   which  of  two  plans 
should  be  adopted — one,  that  the  Western 
States  should  be  formed  into  a  separate 
presidency;    and    the  other,  that    they 
should  be  connected,  to  a  great  extent, 
with  the  Governorship  of  Bombay.     He 
had  left  the  matter  undetermined  until 
Lord  William  Bentinck  should  have  had 
the  opportunity  of  making  inquiries  upon 
the  spot,  and  of  reporting  to  this  country 
his  opinion  respecting  the  merits  of  the 
two  plans.   That  officer  had  now  probably 
reported  in  favour  of  the  system  of  estab- 
lishing a  separate  presidency ;  and  if  that 
were  the  case,  though  there  were  strong 
reasons    for  a  different    conclusion,    he 
was  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  that  decision, 
as  an  important  improvement.     On  the 
whole,  he  myst  repeat,  that  he  regretted 
that  this  queistion  was  not  brought  forward 
at  an  earlier  period  of  the  Session ;  for  it 
would  be  impossible,  with  any  degree  of 
satisfaction  to  the  parties  immediately  in. 
terested,  or  to  the  country  at  large,  to  pass 
such  an  important  measure  this  Session. 
He  disliked  delay  ;  but  delay  was  better 
than  that  the  matter  should  be  settled 
without  receiving  that  due  degree  of  at- 
tention which  its  importance  demanded. 
He  would,  therefore,  suggest,  that  the 
subject  be  suffered  to  stand  over  till  next 
Session.     In  the  plan  generally  he  acqui- 
'esced ;  but  he  doubted  the  expediency  of 
continuing  the  Court  of  Directors,  as  at 
present  elected  and  nominated,  and  as  at 
present  qualified  for  performing  that  part 
which  they  had  hitherto  enjoyed  in  the 
government  of  India.     A  mode  of  nomi* 
nation  might  be  adopted  more  analogous 
to  the  new  situation  in  which  they  were 
to  be  placed  —of  political  officers  having 
90  coDoexion  with  commerce. 


{COMMONS)         Company's  Ch»ter.         7ift 

Mr.  MavjcribankB  having  letuiiMd  not 
many  months  ago,  from  Cliina--*-1iKfiDg 
— had  twenty  years'  expeiienoe  in  the 
trade  between  India  and  China;  and 
having,  in  ^me  measure,  xsome  under  as 
engagement  with  his  fellow-Gonntrymen  in 
China,  to  use  his  hnmUe  endeavoon  to 
render  their  very  peculiar  sitnaticm  better 
understood  and  appreciated  in  this  conn- 
try,  felt  himself  called  upon  to  addreas  the 
House.  It  was  very  far  from  his  imh  to 
enter,  at  that  moment,  into  a  disctission 
of  the  general  question ;  but  he  might  be 
permitted  to  say,  in  reply  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  addie»ed 
the  House,  that  to  his  proposition  for  a 
new  constitution  of  the  Court  of  Diiectois 
he  was  entirely  opposed.  He  also  thought 
that  the  manner  in  which  the  patronage 
of  the  Company  was  managed,  was  con* 
ducive  to  the  good  Government  of  Eog* 
land.  He  had  visited  every  preaidency, 
and  had  seen  the  system  in  actual  opera- 
tion ;  and  he  couki  conscientiously  declare 
that  no  class  of  men  in  the  world,  bore, 
and  deservedly  bore,  a  higher  character  tban 
the  civil  servants  of  the  Company  in  India. 
These  persons  had  been  appointed  by  the 
Court  of  Directors  under  the  existing  sys* 
tern  ;  and  as  far  as  his  observations  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  patronage  had  been 
bestowed  by  the  Court  of  Directors,  it  had 
tended  to  uphold  the  high  reputation  of 
this  country  throughout  India.  But  he 
would  advert  to  the  principle  upon  which 
it  Was  proposed  to  regulate  our  future  in- 
tercourse with  China.  It  was  hardly  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  remind  the  House  that 
the  time  had  been,  when  the  British  resi- 
dents in  Canton  had  been  required  to  sub- 
mit to  a  degree  of  degradation  and  oppres- 
sion which  never  would  have  been  toler- 
ated in  any  other  country  or  under  any 
other  circumstances.  It  was,  and  is  the 
object  to  obtain  a  better  understanding, 
and  a  great  era  had  now  arrived,  when  a 
wide  field  was  about  to  be  open^  to  our 
commerce.  His  rieht  hon.  friend  had 
very  well  described  the  painful  situation  of 
British  residents  in  China,  placed  as  they 
had  been  in  the  most  trying  situation. 
Not  only  their  property,  but  their  lives, 
and  those  of  their  fellow-subjects,  were  at 
stake.  He  agreed  with  his  right  hon. 
friend,  that  the  period  had  arrived  when 
a  change  in  the  system  ought  to  take  place. 
It  had  been  said,  that  we  should  trsde  as 
American  vessels  do— but  without  any 
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collecittiig  that  we  were  all  one  people, 
he  did  not  see  why  we  should  cross  the 
Atlantic  to  look  for  an  example  in  this 
respect.     Perhaps  the  House  had  very 
little  idea  of  what  class  of  people  the  Hong 
in  Canton  was  composed.     When  he  first 
went  to  that  country  some  were  small  shop- 
keepers, a  greater  part  had  become  bank- 
rupts, at  one  time  or  other,  and  nearly  all 
were  men  of  broken-down  and  ruined  for- 
tunes.   Of  coarse  they  did  not  bear  a  very 
high  character ;  and  indeed  such  was  the 
disrepute  in  which  the  office  of  Hong  was 
held,  that  no  man  of  respectable  character 
would  undertake    to  fill  it.     Now,  his 
opinion  was,  although  he  differed  in  this 
respect    from  several  friends   who  were 
well  informed  upon  the  subject — that  the 
exclusive  privilege  which  tne  East-India 
Company    had    hitherto    enjoyed,    had 
served  to  prop  and  bolster  up  this  body 
which  would  otherwise  have  fieillen  to  pieces. 
The  ri§^t  hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded  to 
the  condition  of  British  subjects  in  China, 
and  to  the  dangerous  situation  in  which, 
in  the*event  of  any  ill-feeling  arising  on  the 
part  of  the  natives,  they  might  be  placed. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  perfectly 
right;  but  he  was  happy  to  say,  that  the 
most  perfect  cordiality  and  good  feeling 
had  existed  between  the  crews  of  British 
vessels  and  the  natives ;  and  he  should  be 
angratefnl  if  he  did  not  acknowledge  the 
cordiality  and  kindness  he  had  always  re- 
ceived ;  but  he  begged  to  state  that  this 
feeling  might  have  been  in  some  degree 
imprcmd.    He  invariably  gave  every  as- 
sistance in  his  power  to  every  man,  with- 
out inquiring  whether  he  was  in  the  service 
of  the  East^India  Company,  or  not.    Just 
before  he  left  China,  a  ship  belonging  to 
a  British  merchant  was  seized  with  pro- 
perty fto  a  very  large  amount  on  board. 
He  advised  the  adoption  of  a  conciliatory 
course  towards  the  Chinese  Government; 
a  petition  was  presented  to  the  Viceroy ; 
the  consequence  was  that  the  ship  was 
immediately  restored,   and  the  property 
given  up.    Perhaps  he  might  observe,  with 
reference  to  the  observations  which  had 
been  made  relative  to  a  harsh  course  being 
adopted  towards  the  Chinese  government, 
that  it  had  only  been  pursued  when  it  had 
been  rendered  necessary  by  oppression. 
They  frequently  heard  with  reference  to  the 
Chinese  character,  that  we  had  to  contend 
against  the  most  obstinate  pride,  and  an 
exclusive  idea    of  self-importance;    but 
tbey  ^abovU  not  for^l  that  the  Chinese 


had  wonderful  cities  and  splendid  build- 
ings and  walked  about  in  silks  and  satins, 
when  Britons  were  nothing  better  than 
barbarians— who  painted  their  bodies  blue 
and  yellow ;  and  he  could  not  help  think- 
ing that  it  was  not  consistent  with  sound 
policy  to  treat  any  nation  with  supercilious 
contempt,  or  to  yield  to  it  the  most  abject 
submission.  He  could  mention  to  the 
House  several  facts  connected  with  the 
establishment  of  the  Jesuit  missionaries  in 
China,  which  would  perhaps,  tend  to  re- 
move some  erroneous  ideas  which  were 
entertained  respecting  them«  They  cer- 
tainly were  much  more  useful  in  teaching 
the  Chinese  an  improved  method  of  manu- 
facturing gunpowder,  than  in  communi- 
cating the  religious  instraction  which  they 
affected  to  inculcate.  From  takine  ex- 
aggerated statements  referring  to  particular 
instances,  and  judging  of  the  English 
character  from  men  of  the  lowest  grade, 
and  of  the  most  abandoned  description, 
the  Chinese  people  had  formed  a  very  in- 
accurate idea  of  the  European  character. 
Lord  Macartney,  perhaps,  had  more  ex- 
perience than  any  other  man;  he  had 
been  ambassador  at  Portugal,  Governor  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Governor  of 
Madras,  and  Governor-General  of  India; 
and  in  addition  to  his  own  extensive  stock 
of  diplomatic  experience,  he  went  to 
China  accompaniea  by  all  the  intelligence 
and  all  the  science  which  the  age  would 
produce.  Certainly,  mixing  with  these 
illustrious  persons,  the  Chinese  formed  a 
much  more  favourable,  and  at  the  same 
time  a  much  more  just  idea  of  the  European 
character,  than  they  had  previously  enter- 
tained. To  make  the  Europeans  respected, 
a  system  of  firmness,  as  well  as  of  honesty 
and  fair  dealing,  ought  to  be  pursued. 
The  more  he  thought  on  the  subject  the 
more  he  was  convinced,  that  no  concession 
they  could  make  would  have  any  effect  on 
the  Chinese  beyond  that  of  making  them 
more  overbearing — it  would  produce  an 
effect  exactly  the  opposite  of  what  was 
intended.  He  believed,  that,  at  this 
moment,  the  preservation  of  our  China 
trade  was  owing  to  the  firmness  of  Lord 
William  Bentinck,  who,  two  years  ago, 
asserted,  in  a  becoming  manner,  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  British  nation. 
He  was  convinced,  that  we  had  much  to 
expect  from  their  apprehensions,  but  very 
little  from  their  favour.  MThen  he  said 
this,  he  referred  principally  to  those  in 
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was,  «t  pre«ent|  carried  oo.  Among  the 
mass  of  the  people,  he  believed,  Uiere  was 
a  dispoaition  ia  our  favour.  A  proof  of 
this  waa  to  be  fouQd  in  the  expedition  of 
Mr.  Lindsay,  who,  possessing  a  consider- 
able knowledge  of  the  Chinese  character, 
was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  different 
ports  on  the  coast  of  China,  and  tlien  to  go 
on  to  the  Loo  Choo  Islands.  In  the  course 
of  thai  expedition,  he  ascertained,  that  the 
Chinese  people,  at  all  the  ports  which  he 
visited,  were  peculiarly  desirous  of  British 
intercourse,  and  that  even  the  Mandarins 
themselves,  in  several  instances,  professed 
themselves  favourable  to  that  intercourse ; 
but,  as  they  said,  their  heads  would  sit 
loose  upon  their  shoulders  if  they  sanc- 
tioned it.  At  every  place  where  Mr. 
Lindsay  landed,  he  was  received  in  the 
most  friendly  manner ;  and  he  would  just 
trouble  the  House  with  ^"6  passage  from 
a  letter  of  that  Gentleman.  The  hon. 
Member  read  the  following  paragraph  : — 
'  But  1  have  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in 
-  saying,  that,  if  your  proposition  were  to 

*  be  adopted,  and  if  the  north^n  porks  of 
'  China  were  to  be  opened  at  once  to  our 

*  vessels,  they  might  trade  there  without 

*  any  contest,  or  sacrifice  of  money,  or 
'  loss.    Wherever  we  went,  we  found  the 

*  people  anxious,  beyond  our  hopes,  for 
'  mtercourse  with  us ;  and,  I  declare,  we 
^  met  with  more  kindness  and  civility  from 
'  the  Chinese,  during  our  voyage,  than 
'  travellers  could  expect  or  experience 
'  from  any  civilized  nation  in  the  world.' 
That  was  no  speculation,  but  a  state- 
mcnt  of  fact ;  the  geutleman  speaking  the 
Chinese  language  admirably,  he  took  his 
gun  upon  his  slioulder,  and  walked  about 
the  country,,  where  he  was  well  received  by 
every  pne.  After  Mr.  Lindsay's  expedition, 
a  sliort  statement  was  published  in  the 
Chinese  language,  copies  of  which  were 
sent  into  China,  where  they  were  publicly 
commented  upon.  At  last  they  reached 
the  king,  who  expressed  liis  great  surprise 
that  any  foreigner  should  dare  to  write 
upon  such  subjects ;  in  the  mean  time, 
however,  many  thousand  copies  had  been 
circulated,  and  received  with  the  utmost 
avidity  by  the  Chinese.  It  was  Mu 
Lindsay's  opinion,  that  if  a  course  of  inde- 
pendent conduct  were  pursued,  all  the 
ports  of  China  might  be  opened  to  British 
industrvand  enterprise.  This  wascspecially 
the  wish  of  the  people  of  the  parts  north- 
ward of  Canton*  They  were  jcnUous  of  the 
moDopol  possessed  by  Canton,  and  would 


do  all  in  tbeic  power  tofet  it  piit^ii  e«d  to* 
If,  therefore,  we  had  tlie  jealouay  of  ike 
government  opeiraUng  against  im  at 
Canton,  we  had  the  wishes  of  the  people 
in  our  favour  in  the  other  ports  i(  ibc 
empire.  Now,  the  benefit  of  bavufg^  the 
people  with  us»  even  if  the  fiNrMMPenl 
were  against  us,  was  siifiicieptTy  kuovn  at 
the  present  day,  and  the  interests  of  the 
people,  thsre  could  be  no  doubts  would  be 
more  powerful  in  our  favour  tbao  the 
jealousy  of  the  government  voiild  he 
injurious  to  us.  He  was  glad  to  ki|c»v, 
that  the  study  of  the  Chinese  huigu«§e 
was  now  becoming  general;  for  since  that 
had  been  studied  we  had  been  more  re- 
Roected  and  less  imposed  on.  He  thoiigbt, 
that  there  were  two  great  objects  we  ouht 
to  have  in  view :  the  first  was,  to  give  rail 
and  sufficient  power  to  the  British  fiepco- 
sentatives  in  China ;  the  second  was*  if 
possible,  to  obtain  a  better  undeistandiog 
with  the  Chinese  government.  Tbecbaofecs 
now  contemphitea  would,  he  thooght,  be 
productive  of  the  greatest  benefit,  not 
only  considered  with  reference  to  their  ex- 
tending and  improving  a  great  and  most 
important  branch  of  Britiidi  commerce^  but 
with  regard  to  what  was  of  still  mote 
importance,  the  future  welfare  of  jmllkws 
of  men,  wlio,  at  the  present  moment, 
were  involved  in  a  state  of  comparotive 
ignorance  and  barbarism.  He  gfSLve^hb 
most  cordial  support  to  the  Resolutions  of 
Ills  right  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  Cutlar  Fergusson  suggested,  as 
there  could  be  oo  great  objection  to  the 
Resolutions  before  the  Committee,  tliat 
they  should  be  allowed  topaas,  and  that  the 
discussious  upon  them  should  take  plane 
at  a  further  stage  of  the  proceedinn.  If 
that  appeared  the  wish  of  the  House, 
he  should  refrain  from  speaking  then* 
and  reserve  himself  for  a  future  occa- 
sion. 

Mr.  Ckarks  Grants  in  answer  to  a 
question  from  Mr.  Clay,  said,  that  voting 
for  these  Resolutions  would  not  pledge 
hon.  Members  to  any  specific  eouise.  He 
wished  them  to  be  adopted  that  oigbt,  in 
order  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  bring 
in,  as  soon  as  possible^  a  bill,  foundid 
upon  them. 

Mr.  Buckingham  said,  that  as  a  sugges* 
tion  had  been  made  to  defier  the  diacvwoe 
on  the  subject  to  some  future  period,  he 
felt  it  due  to  the  House  and  to  niaiself  to 
explain  the  grounds  on  whk:h  he  deemed 
it  nis  duty,  notwitbataediog  tjua  tuspa- 
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tioop  ip  proeaed  with  the  debate*  Had 
the  right  bon.  GeDtleman  contented  him- 
self with  placing  the  Resolutions  on  the 
TaUe  of  the  Houee,  unaccompanied  by 
aoj  explanation,  he  should  readily  have 
waived  his  priyilege  of  addreastog  them, 
aod  poatponed  the  discuaaioo  to  a  future 
day;  but  as  the  Resolutiona  had  been 
accompanied  with  an  able  and  elaborate 
apeecby  defending  the  ground  on  which 
taey  ware  based,  he  felt  himself  bound 
to  ^  caontry  to  give  his  approbation  of 
some  portions,  and  his  disapprobation  of 
others ;  and  to  assign  the  reasons  of  his 
diaseot  from  those  portions  of  them  to 
which  be  otgected.  And  as  the  hon. 
Members  wlio  preceded  him  had  eacb 
enjoved  their  due  share  of  the  attention 
of  the  Houae,  he  trusted  this  indulgence 
would  not  be  denied  to  him,  who  had 
devoted  Che  best  portion  of  his  Ufe  to  the 
study  of  the  subject  under  debate.  He 
should  not  abuse  that  indulgence  by  tree* 
passing  at  any  unnecessary  length  upon 
that  time  to  whidi  others  had  an  equal 
claim  vrith  himself.  He  had  formed  no 
outline  of  a  speech — he  had  brought  with 
bim  no  books  to  quote^— he  had  provided 
no  documents  to  read — but  he  had  merely 
noted  down,  as  he  went  along,  the  ob-- 
aervations  that  fell  from  the  right  hon. 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Control ; 
and  to  these,  and  these  alone,  he  would 
strictly  confine  himself— his  object  being 
not  display,  not  delusion,  not  retaliation, 
but  a  plain,  practical,  and  business-like 
view  or  the  great  questkni  before  them, 
in  order  to  determine  by  what  mode  the 
greatest  amount  of  good  to  all  parties 
could  be  promoted  in  the  change  they  were 
about  to  effect.  Fpr  this  purpose  he  would 
waive  every  thing  prelimmary — he  would 
discard  all  ornament*— he  would  appeal 
only  to  their  reason  and  their  judgment ; 
as»  all  he  desired,  was  a  sound  and  just 
conclusion  as  to  the  best  course  to  be 
puffsued.  The  subjects  proposed  to  the 
coosidecation  of  the  House,  by  the  right 
boo.  Gentleman,  were  three;  first,  the 
civil  and  political  administration  of  India; 
secondly,  the  comaierce  with  China;  and, 
thirdly,  the  compromise  with  the  East* 
India  Company,  by  which  their  assent  to 
the  proposed  new  arrangement  had  been 
purcnaaed.  He  would  examuie  each  in  the 
order  in  which  they  bad  been  iotroduoed 
to  their  notice.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  began  by  stating  his  conviction,  that, 
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of  the  Company  in  India  had  been  bene- 
ficial, and  had  advanced  that  country  to  a 
higher  state  of  prosperity  than  it  enjoyed 
under  its  native  princes,  and  improved  the 
conditk>n  of  the  people.  To  this  he  (Mr. 
Buckingham)  felt  compelled  to  offer  a 
direct  negative;  as  no  fact  was  better 
established  on  evidence  than  tbis^that 
when  the  English  first  obtained  settle- 
ments on  the  coasts  of  India,  at  Surat, 
Goga,  aod  Bombayi  the  countrv,  accord- 
ing to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Mill,  the  able 
and  the  only  accurate  historian  of  India, 
tlie  seat  of  one  of  the  most  splendid  was 
and  flourishing  monarchies  on  the  face 
of  the  globe  ;  while,  at  present,  accord- 
ing  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Richards, 
one  of  the  ablest  of  the  civil  servants, 
and  of  Sir  Thomas  Monroe,  one  of 
the  ablest  of  the  military  servants  of  the 
Company,  the  prooGi  of  decline  and 
decay  were  every  where  to  be  seen. 
According  to  the  former,  the  system  of 
English  rule  had  reduced  the  natives  to  a 
state,  not  merely  of  poverty,  but  of  misery 
the  most  abject,  in  which  they  were 
doomed  to  sow  in  wretchedness  and  reap 
in  despair ;  and  to  continue  in  worse  than 
Egyptian  bondage,  witlu)ut  a  hope  of  any 
other  deliverance  than  the  grave.  Ac- 
cording to  the  latter,  whole  districts, 
which  he  had  been  appointed  to  survey, 
had  so  fallen  ofif  from  their  original  sUte 
of  prosperity,  that  for  an  extent  of  200 
miles  in  length,  in  the  Soondah,  lie  saw 
only  forest  and  iungle  growing  up  on 
land  formerly  well  cultivated,  and  which, 
according  to  ancient  revenue  accounts, 
yielded  a  laige  annual .  tribute  to  the 
state;  while,  at  presenty  there  was  no- 
thing to  be  seen  but  once  cultivated  fields 
turned  into  barren  wastes  —  aud  villages, 
formerly  thickly  peopled,  ultimately  un- 
inhabited and  abajMloned  Ur  silent  desola- 
tion. These  were  the  melancholy  proofs 
of  the  nature  of  the  Company's  rule  in 
India,  drawn  from  the  ablest  of  their  own 
servants.  But  he  would  cite  a  nearer  and 
a  much  more  recent  authority — one  only  a 
few  days  old— and  falling  from  the  lips  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  India  Board  <Mr. 
MacauUiy),  whom  he  had  now  the  pleasure 
to  see  before  him.  About  a  fortnight  ago, 
in  the  discussion,  at  a  morning  sitting  of 
the  House,  on  the  claims  of  Mr.  Hutchin- 
son against  the  India  Company,  the  prin* 
eipal  argument  used  by  tlie  boo.  Secretary 
was,  that  if  these  claims  were  admitted, 
they  would  bftve  to  be  paki,  not  by  th% 
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East-India  Company,  but  by  their  native 
subjects,  whom  he  characterized  as  "  al- 
ready the  most  oppressed  and  heavily 
taxed  race  under  the  sun/'  It  was  rather 
unfortunate  that  this  admission  should 
have  been  so  recently  made,  as  it  afforded 
a  striking  contrast  to  the  view  assumed 
by  the  President  of  the  India  Board.  But 
its  truth  was  undeniable ;  and  he  would 
leaVe  the  House  to  judge  how  it  was 
possible  to  reconcile  the  pretended  good 
government  of  the  East-India  Company 
with  this  abject  condition  of  those  under 
their  rule.  To  him  it  appeared  irrecon- 
cileable,  and,  therefore,  he  contended, 
that  as  the  weight  of  evidence  was  wholly 
in  support  of  the  former,  and  as  this 
corresponded  entirely  with  the  result  of 
his  own  experience  in  the  country,  India 
itself,  he  felt  justified  in  denying  alto- 
gether the  assumption  on  which  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Grant)  had  founded 
his  eulogies  of  the  Company's  rule.  As 
if,  indeed,  there  had  been  some  lurking 
apprehension  of  a  denial  of  this  assump- 
tion, the  right  hon.  Gentleman  apologized 
by  anticipation  for  the  inertness  of  the 
Company's  government,  and  allowed,  that 
it^as  in  its  nature  sluggish  and  apathetic; 
its  nature  was  to  love  repose,  to  give  a 
sort  of  passive  resistance  to  innovation, 
and  not  to  risk  too  much  by  change.  But 
it  was  unfortunate,  that  this  slugpgishness 
was  only  observed  when  improvement  or 
benefit  was  to  be  conferred.  If  war,  or 
conquest,  or  spoliation,  or  plunder,  was 
to  be  the  pursuit,  their  dormant  energies 
were  soon  quickened  into  life — they  were 
not  apathetic  then ;  their  love  of  repose  and 
their  hostility  to  change,  each  disappeared, 
and  they  were  among  the  foremost  in  the 
activity  of  their  career.  It  was  thus,  that 
the  reigns  of  several  of  the  Governors 
General  had  been  called  "brilliant  ad- 
ministrations "  from  the  vast  accessions 
of  territory  which  they  had  made  by 
plundering  the  native  princes  of  their 
lawful  dominions.  It  was  thus,  that 
having  landed  on  the  coasts  of  India  as 
bumble  traders,  sueing  as  a  matter  of 
grace  and  favour,  for  a  small  spot  of 
land  whereon  to  erect  a  factory,  and  dis- 
pose of  their  wares,  they  sought  out 
grounds  of  quarrel  with  their  unsus- 
pecting and  generous  benefactors,  and, 
marching  from  province  to  province,  and 
from  kingdom  to  kingdom,  they  passed 
from  merchants  to  sovereigns,  and  either 
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deposed  or  exiled  every  lawful  soreieigB 
in  the  country  I,  In  all  these  aggressioos, 
there  was  none  of  the  sluggishness  of 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke; 
their  indolence  was  only  manifestied  m 
matters  of  improvement ;  and  their  great 
hostility  to  change,  and  dread  of  innova- 
tion, were  reserved  for  opposition  to  the 
progress  of  Christian  missionaries,  to 
Colonization  by  British  settlers,  and  to 
the  freedom  of  the  Press.  It  was  in  the 
same  spirit  that  they  refused  to  recognise 
the  political  existence  of  the  natives,  as 
stated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ;  and 
he  would  simply  ask  the  House  wheths 
that  could  possibly  be  a  good  government, 
which  refused  to  make  the  slightest  recogni- 
tion of  any  political  right,  or  even  political 
existence,  in  a  people,  whom  they  used  for 
no  other  purpose  than  as  instruments  of 
production  ;  for  which,  it  was  the  chief, 
if  not  the  sole  business  of  their  gorem- 
ment,  to  plunder  all  their  substance,  save 
only  the  scanty  stock  which  was  left  in 
their  possession  to  subsist  them  for  further 
production,  and  further  plunder  still.  He 
rejoiced  to  hear,  that  the  political  exist- 
ence of  the  Indian  people  was  at  length  to 
be  clearly  recognized;  as  this  first  step 
would  lead  to  others,  and  their  advance- 
ment in  comfort,  intelligence,  and  happi- 
ness, would  then  go  on,  he  hoped,  with 
accelerating  speed.  In  addition  to  the 
pretended  excellence  of  the  Company's 
government,  which  was  assigned  as  a 
reason  for  our  still  leaving  the  political 
administration  of  India  in  Uieir  hands ;  it 
was  said,  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
transfer  from  them  to  the  Crown  the 
extensive  patronage  which  they  now  dis- 
pensed. It  was  something  new,  no  doubc, 
to  hear  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  enlarging 
upon  the  danger  of  patronage,  and  dis- 
claiming, or  rather  refusing  to  have  it 
placed  at  its  disposal :  but  as  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
had  said,  on  a  former  occasion,  in  that 
House,  that  the  day  for  governing  by  pa- 
tronage had  gone  by,  it  might  be  thought 
becoming  in  his  associates  to  repudiate  all 
claims  to  its  exercise.  He  would  not 
venture  to  decide  whether  it  was  the  excess 
of  disinterestedness,  or  the  love  of  ease, 
and  the  aversion  to  be  troubled  with  its 
dispensation  (for  to  dispense  patronage 
satisfactorily  was  undoubtedly  a  very 
troublesome  affair)  that  had  led  to  tfau 
determination.    But  he  must  say,   that 
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India  patronage  being  transferred  to  the 
Crown,  was  altogether  destitute  of  founda- 
tion.   What  was  the  actual  state  of  the 
case  ?    Why,  that  at  the  present  moment, 
all    the  most  important    patronage   was 
directly  exercised  by  the  Ministers,  and 
that  of  the  inferior  patronage  they  might 
have  indirectly  as  large  a  share  as  they 
desired.    By  whom  was  the  appointment 
of  the  Governor  General  made  i    Nomin- 
ally, no  doubt,  by  the  Company :  but,  as 
the  Crown  had  a  veto,  and  might  refuse 
to  confirm  any  such  appointment,  it  was 
an  obviously  shorter  course  for  the  Min- 
isters to  indicate  before-hand,  who  they 
wished  to  be  chosen :  and  to  say,  in  effect, 
— this  is  the  man  whom  the  king  delights 
to  honour:  and  it  is  useless  for  you  to 
think  of  appointing  any  other,  for  no  other 
will  we,  as  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown, 
confirm.    The  appointment  of  the  Gover- 
nor General  was  then  already  actually 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government :  as  well 
as  that  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Courts,  and  of 
the  Bishops ;  so  that  while  all  the  heads 
of  the  Civil,  the  Military,  the  Judicial,  and 
the  Ecclesiastical  branches  of  the  service 
were  already  in  the  hands  of  the  Ministers, 
they  deprecated  the  idea  of  intrusting 
them  witn  the  dangerous  power  of  exercis- 
ing the  patronage  of  India,  as  adding  too 
largely  to  the  influence  they  already  pos- 
sessed!    The  subordinate  appointments 
might  not  generally  be  worth  their  trouble 
or  their  care ;  but  whenever  they  desired 
to  dbpose  of  any  of  these,  nothing  was 
more  easy  than  for  them  to  obtain  any 
number  of  them  that  they  wished.    That 
a  tolerably  extensive  traffic  in  this  branch 
of  patronage  once  existed,  was  proved  by 
the  fact  of  the    late  Lord  Castlereagh 
having  been  once  accused  of  bartering  a 
seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  a  writer- 
ship  in  India,  as  a  fair  marketable  and 
business-like  exchange ; — when  the  noble 
Lord,  with  that  coolness  by  which  he  was 
characterized,  turned  round  upon  his  accu- 
sers, and  exclaimed,  "  What !  is  it  then 
come  to  this!  Are  we  all  at  once  become 
so  pure  and  immaculate,  that  a  fair  ex- 
change like  this  is  to  be  called  corruption, 
when  the  practice  is  as  general  as  it  is 
coDstant,  and  is  as  notorious  as  the  sun  at 
noon -day  ?" — defending  the  crime  by  its 
▼cry  notoriety,  and  expressing  astonish- 
ment at  its  being  deemea  worthy  of  notice, 
^uch  practices  be  hoped  and  believed  did 
not  prevail  now:   but   if  the  occasion 


should  arise,  on  which  a  Minister  might 
desire  to  make  any  use  of  such  patron- 
age,  it  was  as  much  at  his  disposal  as  ever, 
by  the  mere  asking  for  it,  and  reserving 
other  favours  in  return;  with  the  great 
disadvantage  to  the  public,  of   his    not 
being  openly  responsible  to  this  House  for 
its  exercise,  which  he  would  be,  if  it  were 
intrusted  to  his  avowed  direction,  when 
the  fear  of  exposure  in  Parliament  might 
operate  as  a  wholesome  check  upon  its 
distribution  ;  whereas,  while  the  patronage 
continued  in  the  hands  of  the  Directors, 
they  might  accommodate    the    Minister 
with  any  portion  of  it  that  he  desired,  and 
shield  him  from  all  responsibility  for  its 
misappropriation.      It   had    been    said, 
indeed,  that  no  plan  had  been  proposed 
for  the  regulation  of  this  patronage,  which 
would  remove  the  difficulties  of  the  case. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  too  well 
read  in  Indian  history  and  affairs,  and  too 
well  acquainted  with  the  history  of  past 
discussions,  not  to  be  well  aware  that  Lord 
Grenville,  in  his  celebrated  speech  of  181 3, 
had  proposed  a  plan,  which  would  have 
obviated    all  difiSculty,  and   which  was 
capable  of  being  reduced  to  immediate 
practice.    It  was  this :  to  let  the  selection 
for  the  first  appointments  to  the  India  ser- 
vice, in  the  civil,  military,  and  all  other 
departments,  be  made  from  the  youths 
educated  at  the  principal  seminaries  in 
England,  who  should  be  most  distinguish- 
ed for  their  attainments  and  character,  out 
of  which  all  vacancies,  as  they  occurred, 
should  be  filled :  and  if  their  progress  in 
the   service,    subsequent    to    their    first 
appointment,    were    made  by  gradation 
of   time    alone,    unless    disqualification 
should  be  proved,  as  is  the  case  with  the 
military  branch  of  the  service  in  India 
now,  the  influence  of  patronage  would  be 
altogether  destroyed ;   as  attainments  and 
character  would  be  the  only  patrons  in  the 
first  instance,  and  length  of  service,  and 
faithful  discharge  of  duty,  the  only  claim 
afterwards.     If  to  this  were  added,  the 
plan  suggested  by  the  right  hon.  the  late 
President  of  the  Hoard  of  Control  (who 
had  himself  disposed  of  a  portion  of  his 
India  patronage  in   civil  appointments, 
according  to  the  rule  adverted  to  above ;) 
and  sons  of  military  officers  serving  in 
India  had  a  preference  of  eligibility  for 
cadetships  in  the  Indian  army,  the  largest 
amount  of  supply  would  be  always  avail- 
able to  meet  the  demand ;  and  neither  the 
Ministers  nor  the  Directors  need  be  iD<- 
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trusted  with  the  temptation  which  each  so 
loudly  professed  their"^  desire  to  avoid. 
The  next  topic  touched  on  was,  the  intend- 
ed separation  of  the  trading  and  political 
character  of  the  Company ;  and  at  this  he 
sincerely  and  heartily  rejoiced.  No  union 
could  be  more  fatal  to  the  virtue  of  any 
rulers,  or  the  happiness  of  any  people, 
than  this  incongruous  alliance  between 
tlyngs  which  never  could  be  blended  well 
together ;  as  each  was,  in  reality,  fatal  to 
the  other.  It  was  a  profound  remark  of  Lord 
Orenville,  that  the  union  of  the  merchant 
with  the  sovereign  was  fatal  to  the  due  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  both .  No  sovereign 
that  was  also  a  trader,  ever  ruled  his  sub- 
jects well :  no  merchant,  that  was  also  a 
sovereign,  ever  traded  but  at  a  loss.  And 
Mr.  Vansittart,  himself  a  President  of  the 
Council  of  Bengal,  describes  in  his  evi- 
dence, before  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee, the  manner  in  which  these  mer- 
chant-kings exercised  their  power.  Their 
rule  of  buying,  he  said,  was  to  make  the 
natives  take  whatever  price  the  buyers 
chose  to  offer :  and  their  rule  of  selling 
was,  to  make  the  natives  give  whatever 
price  the  sellers  chose  to  ask.  It  would 
have  been  a  miracle,  indeed,  if  a  country 
so  placed  between  the  tyranny  of  the 
sovereign  and  the  avarice  of  the  trader, 
should  not  have  been  plundered  to  the 
last  dregs,  and  impoverished  almost  to 
exhaustion.  This  tatal  union  had  lasted 
far  too  long,  and  it  was  high  time  that  it 
should  be  dissolved.  He  could  not  help 
thinking,  however,  that  though  the  disso- 
lution was  desirable,  that  which  was  left 
to  the  India  Company  ought  to  have  been 
taken  from  them — namely,  their  political 
administration :  and  then,  that  which 
had  been  taken  from  them  —  namely, 
their  mercantile  transactions,  might  safely 
have  been  left.  The  idea  of  committing 
the  government  of  an  empire,  containing 
a  hundred  millions  of  souls,  to  the  manage- 
ment of  a  Joint  Stock  Company,  whose 
only  interest  was  in  the  dividends  they 
derived  on  their  stock,  was  so  preposter- 
ous, that  if  it  were  now  to  be  proposed 
for  the  first  time  in  this  House,  no  lan- 
guage would  be  adequate  to  describe  the 
astonishment  which  its  bare  announcement 
would  excite.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  himself  s^poken  of  the  evils  of  having 
a  mercantile  body  to  govern  a  great  coun- 
try, whose  only  object  of  care  was  the 
dividends  they  were  to  receive.  But  this 
argument  was  a  two-edged  sword ;  it  cut 


both  ways,  and  it  proved  also,  that  to 
have  a  joint  stock  political  body  to  govern 
a  country,  whose  only  anxiety  was  to 
keep  up  the  dividends  on  their  stock, 
was  equally  bad.  No  matter  from  what 
sources  the  dividends  were  to  come; 
whether  from  the  commerce  with  the 
country,  or  its  revenue:  in  either  case, 
the  utmost  exertions  would  be  made  to 
secure  the  requisite  amount:  and  that 
being  obtained,  all  thoughts  of  remission 
of  taxation,  or  of  future  tmproveloent, 
would  be  discarded.  In  their  mercantile 
character,  the  Company  derived  thetr  di- 
vidends from  a  monopoly  of  trade;  in 
their  political  character,  they  were  to  de- 
rive their  dividends  from  the  sarplus 
revenue  of  the  country:  and  as  they 
would  have  more  power  as  rulars,  to  levy 
their  exactions,  than  they  could  have,  as 
merchants,  to  extort  their  profits,  thefbrmer 
would  be  by  far  the  most  fatal  to  the  pros- 
perity of  tne  country.  India,  in  snort, 
was  but  one  vast  ana  enlarged  edition  of 
Ireland,  where  the  people  who  tilled  the 
earth  were  forbidden  to  feed  on  its  pro- 
duce, which  was  exported  and  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  idle  and  unproductive  absentees; 
and  the  wretchedness  of  the  peasantry, 
both  in  the  one  and  in  the  other  of  these 
unhappy  and  misgoverned  countries,  was 
occasioned  by,  and  existed  in  proportioa 
to,  the  exactions  wrune  from  them  to 
remit  to  others,  and  to  be  spent  in  other 
lands.  In  happier  countries,  England,  for 
example,  when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  obtained  the  revenue  neces- 
sary for  the  payment  of  the  public  estab- 
lishments, and  the  interest  of  the  debt,— 
if  there  were  a  surplus,  however  small,  he 
came  down  to  the  House,  and  stated  the 
mode  in  which  he  meant  to  dispose  of  it, 
by  a  remission  of  soch  of  the  taxes  as 
pressed  most  heavily  on  the  people.  But 
in  India,  remissk>n  of  taxes  was  a  thing 
unknown.  The  only  limitation  to  the 
amount  wrung  from  the  natives  was  their 
capacity  to  pay.  They  were  taxed  td  the 
uttermost  farthing,  and  had  only  a  bare 
subsistence  left.  Out  of  the  first  proceed 
of  the  revenue  thus  raised,  die  public  es- 
tablishments and  the  interest  of  the  debt 
were  paid:  but  the  surplus*  instead  of 
being  remitted  to  lighten  the  public  bur- 
thens, had  to  be  sent  to  England,  there  to 
be  divided  as  profits,  among  the  pro- 
prietors of  India  Stock ;  and  if,  af^r  this, 
a  surplus  should  still  remain,  it  was  dis- 
posed of,  by  making  new  appointments, 
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and  gifing*  places  and  pensions  that  ab- 
sorbed it  ail.  In  other  countries,  a  re- 
duction of  expenditure  was  oflten  made, 
because  there  was  a  public  Toice  to  de- 
mand relief.  But,  in  India,  nothing  but 
the  incapacity  to  pay,  ever  occaubned  the 
reduction  of  a  single  charge — and  why  ? 
For  the  simplest  of  all  reasons --rbecause 
the  Directors  in  England  were  naturally 
averse  to  retrench  the  places  filled,  or  the 
emoluments  enioyed  by  their  sons,  their 
nephews,  and  tneir  other  relatives  and  de- 
pendents. The  more  extensive  the  es- 
tablishments as  to  numbers,  the  more  of 
the  family  could  be  provided  for ;  and  the 
larger  their  pay,  the  sooner  would  they 
return  with  ample  fortunes.  This  was, 
therefore,  a  matter  that  came  home  to  the 
business  and  the  bosoms  of  men ;  and  as 
long  as  the  Joint  Stock  Company  should 
exercise  the  powers  of  the  Uovemment, 
and  dispense  the  patronage,  there  was  no 
hope  of  a  change  in  this  particular;  so 
that  the  country  was  doomed,  while  this 
system  histed,  to  all  the  evils  of  which  it 
was  the  parent  and  prolific  source.  He 
said  the  system,  because  it  was  to  that, 
snci  not  to  the  individuals  to  whom  its 
direction  was  intrusted,  that  his  objections 
lay.  Among  the  Directed  of  the  India 
Company,  there  were  many  for  whom  he 
had  personally  the  highest  respect  and 
esteem:  among  the  proprietors  of  India 
Stock,  there  were  many  for  whom  he  had 
a  high  regard  ;  and  as  to  the  individuals 
composing  the  civil  and  military  service 
of  the  Company  in  India,  there  was  not, 
he  believed,  in  the  world,  a  more  intelli-' 
gent,  high-minded,  and  generous  set  of 
men.  But  this  could  not  blind  him  to' 
the  defects  of  a  system,  the  most  incon- 
gruous in  all  its  parts  that  could  be  well ' 
imagined.  For  instance,  the  proprietors^ 
of  India  Stock  were  a  body  fluctuating 
between  3,000  and  5,000  individuals, 
including  men,  women,  and  children ;  the 
two  latter  predominating  in  number  over^ 
the  former,  and  each  and  all  having  no 
other  interest  whatever  in  the  prospects  of 
the  country,  than  just  to  secure  their  fixed* 
dividend,  and  nothing  more.  Their  Di- 
rectors were  men  who,  as  was  well 
observed  by  the  late  President  of  the 
India  board  (Mr.  Wynn),  were,  upon  the 
average,  from  sixty  to  seventy  years  of 
sge,  and  to  a  few  only  of  these,  the  senior- 
members,  nine  in  number,  was  committed' 
the  task  of  governing  an  empire  with  a| 
liuadced  millions  of  souls,  and  by  orderr 


sent  from  a  country  many  thousand  miles 
distant  from  the  scene.  What  was  the 
inevitable  consequence  ? — Declining  trade, 
declining  population,  declining  revenue, 
and  nothing  increasingbut  their  embarrass- 
ment and  their  debt  1  And  yet  to  such  a 
body  was  still  to  be  confided  the  future 
government  of  India — a  body  so  change- 
able, that  it  was  never  composed  of  the 
same  materials  for  any  two  days  following, 
some  selling  out  their  stock,  and  some 
buying  in,  every  day  in  the  week,  and  no 
other  qualification  than  being  a  stock- 
holder, being  required  to  form  a  part  of 
this  governing  body.  If  a  gentleman  in 
the  country  came  for  the  first  time  to 
London,  and  chose  to  buy  in  500/.  worth 
of  India  stock,  he  became  an  Indian  le- 
gislator at  once ;  he  could  go  down  to  the 
India  House  in  Leadenhall-street^  take  a 
part  in  the  debates,  move  a  resolution  for 
the  recall  of  the  Governor  Genera),  a  vote 
of  censure  on  the  Court  of  Directors,  or  a 
re-modelling  of  the  army  or  civil  service ; 
and  as  a  proprietor  of  India  stock,  was  as 
much  entitled  to  take  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Court,  as  the  oldest  member 
in  it.  When  he  had  held  his  stock  twelve 
months,  he  might  also  vote  upon  the 
most  delicate  and  important  Questions 
that  could  be  submitted  to  that  oody  for 
decision ;  and  when  he  had  given  his  vote, 
and  passed  his  resolutions,  he*  could  sell 
out  his  stock  the  next  day,  and  leave  the 
responsibility  of  his  conduct  to  those  who 
might  remain,  or  who  might  buy  in  after 
him ;  and  these  were  changing  every  day. 
The  cameleon,  in  short,  did  not  more  fre- 
quently change  its  hues,  than  did  the 
Court  of  Proprietors  its  members.  It  was 
not  a  triennial,  nor  an  annual,  but  a  daily 
Parliament,  to  deliberate  upon  the  affairs 
of  a  distant  and  little  known  country,  and 
to  such  a  body  we  were  now  recommended 
to  confide  the  government  of  India  again 
for  another  forty  years !  Against  this  part 
of  the  right  hon.  Geotleman*s  plan  he 
tendered  his  most  earnest  and  solemn 
protest ;  and  when  the  proper  time  arrived, 
he  should  be  prepared  to  show  that  this 
was  utterly  incompatible  with  good  go- 
vernment, or  the  happiness  of  the  people. 
Let  the  Company  trade  if  it  will,  and 
compete  with  the  private  merchant  if  it 
likes.  Let  it  have  no  monopoly,  but  do 
not  deprive  it  of  its  fair  share  of  competi- 
tion with  the  rest.  Take  from  it  its  poli- 
tical character^  and  leave  it  to  deal  with 
its   mercantile    affairs,    divested    of  its 
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niODopoly,  as  it  should  see  fit.  '  That, 
would  be  the  separation  he  should  have 
recommended,  and  that,  he  believed, 
would  have  satisfied  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, as  well  as  the  people  of  India,  better 
than  this  Joint-Stock-Governing-Com- 
pany, with  its  quarterly  dividends,  and 
marketable  stock.  He  would  pass  on, 
however,  with  as  much  rapidity  as  pos- 
sible, to  the  other  portions  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  speech^  which  related 
to  the  trade  with  China.  He  had  heard, 
with  unmixed  satisfaction,  the  announce- 
ment, that  from  henceforward,  the  com- 
merce of  that  country  was  to  be  equally 
open  to  all  his  Majesty's  subjects.  He 
believed  there  was  no  one  measure  of  the 
Government  which  would  give  more 
general  satisfaction  to  all  classes  than  this 
— as  to  all  it  could  not  fail  to  be  pro- 
ductive either  of  direct  or  collateral  benefit. 
The  fact  mentioned  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  of  the  Company's  trade 
gradually  declining,  while  that  of  the 
private  merchant  was  as  gradually  in- 
creasing, was  proof  sufficient  of  the  in- 
capacity of  monopolies  to  compete  with 
open  trade,  wherever  the  two  could  be 
brought  into  competition  or  comparison  : 
and  it  was  only  matter  of  astonishment 
that  this  had  not  long  ago  determined  the 
Government  to  put  an  end  to  so  ruinous  a 
system  as  this  of  exclusive  privileges.  An 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  Clay)  had  presented  a 
petition  from  some  of  his  constituents  of 
the  Tower  Hamlets,  praying  that  the 
Company  might  be  still  allowed  to  trade 
to  China,  as  well  as  private  merchants. 
The  answer  to  that  prayer,  he  conceived, 
ought  wholly  to  depend  on  whether  the 
political  administration  was  to  continue 
m  their  hands  or  not.  If  they  were  to 
retain  the  government  of  India,  then  he 
considered  that  they  should  not  be  allow- 
ed to  trade  in  any  way  whatever.  But  if 
the  political  administration  were  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  Crown,  then,  undoubt- 
edly, it  would  be  unjust  not  to  permit  the 
East-India  Company,  or  any  other  joint 
stock  association,  to  trade  as  they  might 
think  proper,  merely  depriving  them  of 
their  exclusive  monopoly,  but  allowing 
them  to  trade  io  open  competition  with 
others  to  any  part  of  the  world.  One  of 
the  topics  touched  on  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was,  the  alleged  jealousy  of 
the  Chinese,  which  had  been  a  favourite 
objection  urged  by  the  Company  against 
the  admission  of  the  private  trader  into 
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their  ports.  But  he  would  ask  whether 
that  jealousy  was  not  rather  directed 
against  the  Company  than  the  private 
merchants?  Towards  the  former,  the 
Chinese  had  abundant  reason  for  looking 
with  apprehension  at  all  points.  Their 
land  frontier  now  pressed  close  upon  the 
borders  of  China  itself:  and  when  the 
Chinese  saw  the  progress  of  the  Company 
in  India,  landing  first  upon  the  coast  as 
humble  traders,  and  soliciting,  as  a  matter 
of  grace  and  favour,  the  grant  of  a  small 
spot  of  land  wherepn  to  erect  factories 
for  the  sale  of  goods,  and  afterwards, 
under  various  pretences,  possessing  them- 
selves of  the  whole  country  as  sovereigns, 
was  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  they  should 
regard  the  Company  as  a  set  of  designing 
adventurers,  who  would  insinuate  them- 
selves, first,  into  the  ports  of  China,  then 
into  the  interior,  and  afterwards  assume  the 
dominion  of  the  whole  country  ?  Another 
circumstance  which  tended  greatly  to  keep 
alive  this  apprehension  of  danger  from  the 
Company  was  this — that  while  all  other 
vessels  entered  the  port  of  Canton  with 
pacific  appearances,  as  well  as  for  pacific 
purposes,  the  Americans,  for  instance,  with 
varnished  sides  and  mercantile  apparel, 
armed  only  with  a  few  guns  to  defend  them- 
selves from  tRb  Malay  pirates,  the  East- 
India  Company's  ships  came  in  all  the 
outward  appearance  of  frigates  and  line, 
of-battle  ships,  with  a  tier  of  sixteen  or 
eighteen  guns  on  either  side,  ready  for 
immediate  action,  with  double  the  number 
of  men  carried  by  other  ships  employed  in 
the  same  trade ;  and  with  oflBcers  dressed 
in  uniforms,  like  the  officers  of  the  navy, 
with  gold  embroidered  coats,  cocked  hats, 
and  swords  by  their  sides,  presenting 
altogether  so  strong  a  resemblance  to  the 
ships  of  war  and  naval  officers  of  his 
Majesty,  that  no  Chinese  could  perceive 
the  difference :  and  their  very  natural 
conclusion  was,  that  the  Company  medi- 
tated some  covert  attack,  and  were  only 
waiting  their  opportunity  to  carry  it  into 
execution :  for  they  concluded,  that  if 
their  object  had  been  trade  alone,  thev 
would  have  had  only  trading  ships  and 
trading  crews;  but  that  their  warlike 
equipment  was  intended  for  a  warlike 
purpose;  and  therefore  it  behoved  the 
Chinese  authorities  to  keep  a  jealous  and 
a  vigilant  eye  upon  their  proceedings.  It 
was  said,  however,  that  the  state  of  things 
had  recently  been  altered  in  China,  and 
that  there  was  now  a  body  of  **  indepen* 
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dent  Eaglishmen"  established  in  Canton, 
which  showed  the  safety  of  admitting  the 
private  trader  into  that  port  at  least. 
There  were  various  acceptations  of  the 
word  ''independent/' but  he  would  describe 
to  the  House  the  footing  on  which  the 
English  gentlemen  alluded  to  remained  at 
Canton,  and  he  would  have  the  House  to 
judge  whether  they  were  what  an  English 
Assembly  of  Legislators  would  call  "  in- 
dependent.*' Not  one  of  all  the  number 
could  even  visit  Canton  without  a  special 
license  or  permission  from  the  East-India 
Company :  even  if  so  permitted,  there  was 
not  one  who  might  not  be  expelled  from 
Canton,  merely  for  being  an  Englishman, 
aud  for  no  other  reason,  by  the  authority 
of  the  Company's  factory,  who  were  em- 
powered so  to  do  by  virtue  of  the  Com- 
pany's Charter.  And  what  was  the  result  ? 
— why,  that  Englishmen  desirous  of  set- 
tling at  Canton,  as  members  of  this 
**  independent  body,"  were  obliged  to  deny 
their  name  and  country,  to  get  metamor- 
phosed into  Russians,  Prussians,  Swedes, 
or  Danes — to  desert  the  English  standard, 
and  hoist  a  foreign  flag,  as  their  only  protec- 
tion from  the  arbitrary  banishment  of  the 
Company's  supercargoes!  This  was  the 
*'  independence"  which  Brj^ish  subjects  en- 
jovedatCanton.  Notwithstanding  these  dis- 
advantages, however,  the  trade  of  these 
private  merchants,  who  were  tolerated  as 
foreigners,  though  well  known  to  be  of 
£nglish  name  and  birth,  had  progressively 
increased,  while  that  of  the  Company  had 
as  progressively  declined;  and  this  fact 
alone,  be  thought,  was  quite  sufficient  to 
show  that  the  true  policy  of  the  British 
Government  was  to  grant  exclusive  privi- 
leges to  none,  but  to  extend  equal  rights, 
religious,  political,  and  commercial,  to  all 
the  subjects  of  the  realm,  wheresoever 
they  might  be  found.  One  of  the  branches 
of  this  trade  that  had  most  rapidly  in- 
creased, was  that  carried  on  in  opium, 
which  had  been  accurately  described  to  a 
certain  extent,  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man,  the  President  of  the  India  Board,  as 
well  as  by  the  hon.  member  for  Berwick- 
shire (Mr.  C.  Marjoribanks) ;  but  they 
had  each  omitted  one  portiou  of  its  his- 
tory, which  he  would  venture  to  supply. 
It  was  this,  that  the  cultivation  and  ma- 
nufacture of  this  opium,  was  one  of  the 
large  monopolies  still  existing  in  the  hands 
of  the  Company  *in  India;  and  was  so 
productive,  that  in  consequence  of  this 
monopoly,  the  article  was  often  sold  at  the 
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Company's  sales  at  Calcutta,  at  an  advance 
of  1 ,000  per  cent  above  the  actual  price 
at  which  it  might  be  produced.  So  much 
importance,  indeed,  was  attached  to  this 
traffic,  that  the  superintendent  of  the 
cultivation  of  opium,  residing  at  Patna, 
was  paid  by  the  Company  a  larger  salary 
than  that  given  to  the  Chief  Justice  of 
the  King's  Bench,  the  Representative  of 
his  Majesty,  and  the  head  of  the  judicial 
establishment  in  India.  And  yet,  while 
the  Company  claimed  to  itself  the  high 
prerogative  of  being  the  guardian  of  the 
laws,  and  the  preservers  of  the  morals  of  the 
people  over  whom  they  ruled,  and  punished 
with  extreme  severity  any  infraction  of 
their  own  regulations — they  cultivated 
this  opium  for  no  other  purpose  than  for 
smuggling  it  into  China,  against  the  laws 
and  edicts  of  the  empire;  and  as  had  been 
truly  said,  of  poisoning  the  health,  and 
destroying  the  morals  of  the  people  of  that 
country.  It  was  painful  to  think  what  a 
vast  amount  of  evil  had  been  already 
created  by  this  trade ;  but  if  the  traders 
of  China  could  be  supplied  with  British 
manufactures  in  payment  for  their  goods, 
instead  of  this  deleterious  drug,  a  whole- 
some and  reciprocally  beneficial  commerce 
would  be  created,  instead  of  the  mischiev- 
ous and  demoralizing  traffic  which  now 
did  injury  to  both ;  the  whole  guilt  of 
which  rested  with  the  Company,  as  it  was 
they  who  furnished  the  opium  from  India, 
and  their  supercargoes  at  Canton  who 
licensed  the  smugglers  in  China,  so  that 
the  beginning  and  the  end  of  this  illicit 
and  contraband  trade  was  theirs.  It 
was  pretended,  however,  that  though  our 
intercourse  with  China  might  be  safely 
retained  on  its  present  footing,  yet  that  a 
more  extended  intercourse  would  endanger 
the  whole,  by  leading  to  such  ruptures  a< 
would  induce  the  Chinese  to  break  off  all 
connexion  with  us,  and  shut  us  out  from 
the. other  ports  altogether.  The  best  answe 
to  tiiis  was  the  fact,  that  the  Chiuese 
receive  the  ships  of  all  nations  with  equal 
readiness,  and  never  ask  whether  they  are 
free-traders,  or  ships  of  an  exclusive  Com- 
pany. Their  object  was  like  that  of  all 
other  mercantile  people,  to  buy  cheap  and 
sell  dear;  and  with  whomsoever  they 
could  effect  these  objects,  they  were  ready 
andwilling  to  enter  into  negotiation.  It  was 
indeed  pretended  that  the  bare  proposition 
of  throwing  open  the  trade  to  the  people 
of  England,  would  be  calculated  to  give 
such  a  shock  to  public  feeling  in  China, 
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aft  to  mak^  them  protest  agrainst  it  alto- 
gether; as  it  was  inferred  from  their 
admitting  us  only  to  one  port  now,  that 
they  were  an  anti-commercial  people,  and 
averse  to  any  extensive  foreign  connexion. 
He  (Mr.  Buckingham)  thought  he  had 
given  sufficient  reason  for  the  existence  of 
that  jealousy  which  led  to  this  limitation 
of  the  European  trade  to  one  port  only, 
namely,  the  fear  that  the  East- India  Com- 
pany, or  the  Europeans  generally,  were  a 
deceitful  race,  who  would  enter  their  ports 
on  the  coast  under  pretence  of  trade,  bat, 
subsequently  pass  into  the  interior,  and 
ultimately  take  their  country  from  them,  as 
they  had  done  in  India,  Java,  and  elsewhere. 
But  what  would  be  said  of  the  absurdity  of 
the  conduct  pursued  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, who,  pretending  to  take  the  lead 
among  the  nations  for  superiority  in  in- 
telligence, civilization,  and  above  all, 
commercial  enterprise,  were  guilty  of  the 
monstrous  blunder,  as  well  as  injustice, 
of  confining  the  whole  of  the  trade  from 
China  to  one  port  only,  namely,  the 
port  of  Iiondon.  not  from  any  jealousy  Qf 
Chinese  encroachments  on  our  territory, 
not  from  any  apprehended  danger  of 
admitting  armed  Chinese  ships  (for  no 
vessel  of  that  nation  had  ever  yet  passed 
round  ihe  Cape  of  Good  Hope),  but  from 
mere  deference  to  the  monopoly  of  an 
English  Hong,  the  East-India  Company, 
for  whose  exclusive  profits  every  other 
port  in  England  was  to  be  closed  against 
the  admission  of  Chinese  produce!  This 
reproach  upon  our  Legislature,  he  Was 
happy  to  learn,  was  at  length  to  be  wiped 
away,  by  all  his  Majesty's  subjects  being 
allowed  freely  to  trade  with  China,  and 
by  all  ports  in  his  Majesty's  dominions 
being  equally  accessible  to  vessels  trading 
from  thence :  a  change  in  our  commercial 
policy,  which  he  believed  would  effect 
more  good  than  any  that  had  yet  taken 
place  during  the  present  century,  and  for 
which  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
moment  were  most  auspicious.  For  what 
was  the  condition  of  this  country  ?  There 
were,  he  well  knew,  some  differences  of 
opinion  as  to  the  actual  extent  of  existing 
distress,  as  well  as  to  the  causes  from 
which  it  sprung,  and  the  remedies  most 
fit  to  be  applied.  But  he  believed  there 
was  no  difierencc  of  opinion  whatever  on 
this  point :  that  the  progress  of  invention, 
the  improvements  in  machinery,  the  dis- 
coveries in  the  arts,  and  the  increase  of 
population,  had  brought  the  nation  into  a 


state  of  plethora,  or  fulneat  of  e: 
We  had  abundant  capital,  yet  porerty 
increased ;  we  had   in^mense  powers  <^ 
production,  yet  there  was  a  large  want  of 
employment;  we  had  an  increasing  popu- 
lation, yet  thousands  wanted  relief.     For 
such  a  state  of  things  there  were  but  two 
remedies — either  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
production,  and  thin  the  population  of  the 
country,  both  of  which  were  in  excess  as 
compared  with  the  means  of  consutnpuon 
or  employment;  or  to  open  new  outlets, 
to  explore  new  markets,  to  supply  new 
nations  with  our  wares,  to  carry  off  our 
gradually  accumulated  excess*     For  th» 
purpose  there  was  no  measure  more  likely 
to  accomplish  its  end  than  the  opening  of 
the  trade  with  China,  and  the  immensely 
populous  regions  seated  near  its  coasts. 
It  had  been  well  oliserved  by  the  right 
hon.  President  of  the  Board  of  Oontrol 
(Mr.  Giaktt)that  the  limits  of  tlie  East- 
India  Company's  Charter  were  not  very 
narrow,  as  they  extended  from  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hop6  on  the  one  side,  to  the 
Straits  of  Magellan  on  the  other,    and 
included  nearly  half  the  globe.    This  wm 
undoubtedly  true,  and  the  greater  must 
be  our  astonishment    that  any   goveni- 
ment  could  be  so  ignorant  or  so  unjust,  so 
blind  or  so  profligate,  as  to  lock  up,  as  it 
were,  these  immense  regions,  in  the  hollow 
of  the  hands  of  twenty-four  Indian  Direc- 
tors —a  majority  of  whom  were  incapari- 
toted    by  age    and    infirmity,    and    the 
remaitlder  disqualified,  by  having  no  other 
than  a  pecuniary  Interest,  for  the  direction 
of  even  a  very  limited  concern  of  govern- 
ment and  commerce  combined  ;  but  who 
had,  by  their  exclusive  monopoly,  be«*n 
intrusted   with   the    dominion    and    the 
trade  of  more  than  half  the  globe.     Th# 
Baron  Humboldt  had  estimated  the  entire 
population  of  the  earth  as  considerably 
less  than  1,000  millions :  and  in  the  seve- 
ral  countries  of  India,   Persia,   Arabia, 
China,    Japan,  Borneo,   Java,   and    the 
Eastern  Isles,  all  lying  within  the  ltmit< 
described,  more    than    500    millions   of 
peoi)le  existed,  with  whoifl  the  English 
nation  (excepting  only  the  insigniBcantlj 
few  proprietors  of  India  stock)  had  been 
hitherto  debarred,  by  their  own  !<eg[isls- 
ture,  from  holding  any  intercourse,  thon|;h 
they  were  accessible  for  all  the  purposr^ 
of  profitable  commerce  by  the  sliips  and 
nierchanls  of  every  other  country  in  th^ 
globe,  except  our  own.     He  would  uol 
enlarge  upon  the  immense  resources  of 
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these  teeming  countries,  and  the  vast 
expatlsbn  which  the  opening  of  them 
woald  gitt  to  British  trade ;  but  he  would 
content  himself  with  repeating  his  car- 
nest  belief,  that  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  suffering 
as  wc  did  (\rom  extremes  of  wealth 
and  pofert^,  of  strength  and  weakness, 
of  popoiatiun  and  misery,  there  was  no 
measure  within  the  power  of  the  British 
liCgtslatitre  to  efll^ct,  that  would  afford  a 
more  ettenstve  and  permanent  relief  than 
this  unlocking  of  the  portals  of  the  East, 
and  rendering  its  almost  Illimitable  com- 
merce and  resottrces  accessible  to  all. 
There  Were  many  other  points  of  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman's  speech  that  he  had 
taken  notes  of,  and  was  strongly  desirons 
of  comfAenting  upon.  But  at  this  late 
hour  of  the  night  (then  twelve  o'clock), 
snd  after  the  patient  and  indulgent  hear« 
ing  which  had  already  been  extended  to 
Him,  he  Mrould  pass  them  Over  till  some 
fotare  opportunity,  and  would  now  briefly 
sdTeit  to  the  third  great  ditision  of  the 
subject  liefbre  them*  namely,  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
for  the  future  government  of  India.  The 
first  announcement  was,  that  the  Com- 
pany Was  to  surrender  all  their  property, 
political,  military,  and  commercial,  into 
the  hands  of  the  Government — in  return 
for  which  the  Government  was  to  under- 
take to  pay  all  its  debts,  amounting  to 
npwards  of  40,000,000/. :  and  besides  this, 
to  secure  to  the  proprietors  of  tndia  stock, 
tlie  usual  dividend  of  10|  per  cent  on 
every  \00L  of  stock  held  by  them,  payable 
from  the  revenues  of  India,  with  a  gua- 
rantee fund  of  2,000,000/.,  to  accumulate 
at  interest,  as  a  source  from  whence  to 
draw,  in  case  of  any  deficiency ;  and  that 
this  arrangement  was  to  continue  for  forty 
years,  with  power  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  put  an  end  to  it  in  twenty 
years,  on  condition  of  the  country  redeem- 
ing the  stock  of  the  India  proprietors,  by 
paying  them  200/.  for  every  100/.  origin- 
ally invested;  or  100/*  in  principal  for 
fvery  51.  5s.  of  interest  redeemed ;  which 
would  be  400/.  for  every  10.J  per  cent,  of 
interest  redeemed.  He  knew  not  what 
otiier  hon.  Members  might  think  of  this, 
hat  for  himself,  after  having  given  it  all 
due  consideration,  he  Ihonght  it  a  most 
impolitic  arrangement.  He  did  not  wish 
to  injure  the  Court  of  Directors,  or  to 
diminish  the  real  capital  and  fair  merean- 
tile  interest  of  the  proprietors :  he  had  no 


objection  to  their  being  paid  every  farthing 
that  was  their  due ;  but  he  must  say,  that 
he  thought  by  far  the  best  arrangement 
would  have  l>een  for  the  Government  to 
have  charged  itself  with  the  political  ad- 
ministration of  the  country — to  have  taken 
the  furts,  buildings,  and  all  other  estab- 
lishments, which  were  strictly  territorial, 
and  have  become  responsible  for  the  terri- 
torial debts,  the  principal  and  interest  of 
which  might  be  fairly  charged  upon  the 
revenues  of  the  country;  and  then  to  let 
the  Company  do  what  it  pleased  with  its 
commercial  assets.  If  they  were  worth, 
as  the  proprietors  contended,  19,000,000/. 
sterling — let  them  sell  them,  and  divide 
the  produce  among  themselves ;  and  if  it 
amounted  to  twenty,  he  should  rejoice  in 
their  good  fortune.  Let  them  trade  as  a 
Company,  in  common  with  all  others  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects,  if  so  they  thought 
proper — or  let  them  wind  up  their  com- 
mercial afi*airs,  and  retire  from  business.  If 
they  pleased.  But  that  should  be  left  to 
them.  The  government  of  India  should 
have  been  assumed  by  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  ;  and  the  revenues  of  the  country 
be  charged  onlv  with  the  territorial  debt, 
which  was  sufficient  indulgence  to  the 
Company,  as  the  term  of  their  lease  was 
known  to  themselves;  and  if  they  had  run 
an  extravagant  career,  they  alone  ought, 
in  strict  justice,  to  be  the  sufferers;  more 
especially  as  they  or  their  predecessors, 
had,  for  so  long  a  period  (now  more  than 
two  centuries)  enjoyed  enormous  profits 
and  emoluments  at  the  public  cost.  In 
saying  this,  let  him  not  be  supposed  to  be 
speaking  ill  of  the  Directors  or  Proprietors, 
as  men ;  his  observations  applied  only  to 
the  system  ;  he  had  no  personal  hostility 
to  any  single  individual  among  the  whole 
body.  It  was  true  that  he  had  received 
at  their  hands  no  very  great  reasons  to  in- 
spire him  with  gratitude ;  but  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  say,  that  he  entertained  a  high 
respect  for  several  of  the  Directors,  while 
among  the  Proprietors  there  were  many 
for  whom  he  felt  esteem  and  regard :  and 
as  to  the  civil  and  military  services  in 
India,  he  had  always  asserted,  what  he 
would  here  repeat,  his  firm  belief  that  no 
country  contained  a  more  intelligent  and 
honorable  class  of  officers  than  these, 
among  whom  he  had  lived  for  many  years 
with  friendship  and  pleasure ;  and  no  man, 
he  believed,  Iiad  ever  been  removed  from 
the  country,  who  carried  with  him  more  of 
their  good  wishes  and  regrets.  In  addt- 
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tion,  however,  to  the  improvidence  of  the 
terms  of  this  arrangement,  the  time  for 
which  it  was  to  endure  was  altogether  too 
long.     He  had  already  stated  his  reasons 
why  the  political  administration  of  India 
should  not  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
East-India  Company  for  a  single  day  be- 
yond the  period  at  which  its  transfer  to 
the  Crown  could  be  made :  but  to  lock  up 
tlie  country  for  forty  years  in  their  further 
possession    was    altogether   unjustifiable. 
He  was  not  one  of  those  wiio  generally  fell 
into  the  error  of  having  too  high  a  venera- 
tion for  the  ''  wisdom  of  our  ancestors  ;*' 
but  he  could,   in  this  instance  at  least, 
show,  he  thought,  that  we  were  not  getting 
wiser  as  we  advanced  in  the  progress  of 
settling  our  Indian  affairs.      The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  so  well  read  as  he  was  in 
Indian  history,  and  so  intimately  acquaint- 
ed with  all  its  details,  must  remember,  no 
doubt,  that  the  first  Charter  granted  to 
the  Company  by  Elizabeth,  about  the  year 
1600,  was  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years 
only ;    with  a  further  provision,  inserted 
by  way  of  clause,  *'  that  if  not  found  to 
be  advantageous  to  the  country,  it  might 
be  annulled  at  any  time  under  a  notice  of 
three  years.*'     He  stated  this  on  the  au- 
thority of  Mr.  Mill,  whose  History  of  India 
was  a  work  of  the  highest  accuracy  and 
research.     And  even  more  recently,  in- 
deed, in  our  own  day,  the  proposition  of 
the  late  Mr.  Canning,  in  the  discussions 
on  the  last  charter,  was  to  renew  the  ex- 
clusive privilege  of  the  Company  for  ten 
years  only;   as  he  contended,  and  con- 
tended truly,  that  twenty  years  was  much 
too  long  a  period  for  which  to  tie  up  the 
hands  of  any  government,  or  prevent  their 
abrogating  any  delegated  trust,   if  they 
found  it  advantageous  to  the  nation  so  to 
do.      But  let   us    see  how   much   more 
powerful  were  the  reasons  for  a  shorter 
term  of  Charter  now  than  they  ever  were 
before.     Ail  the  former  Charters  of  the 
East-India  Company    were  commercial, 
and  they  granted  privileges  to  carry  on  a 
certain    exclusive    trade.     There    might, 
therefore,  be  some  reason   assigned   for 
giving   them  a  period  long   enough  to 
realize  remunerating  profits  if  they  entered 
into  the  trade  at  all.     But  now  they  were 
no  longer  to  be  traders.     Their  exclusive 
business  would  be  to  govern — and   the 
Charter  was  to  be  granted  to  them  for  that 
purpose  only.  Upon  what  possible  grounds 
conid  any  claim  so  preposterous  as  this  be 
xnade  ?  To  govern  was  the  business  of  the 


Legislature,  not  of  a  Joint-Stock  Con- 
pany ;  and  if  the  Ministers  were  inoompe* 
tent  to  govern  India,  or  uawilling  to  incnr 
the  trouble,  let  the  possession  be  gtven 
back  to  its  rightful  owners.     A  cotuitry 
had  no  right  to  dominions  over  which  it 
was  incompetent  to  exercise,  its  rule ;  and 
it  was  both  unjust  aud  unwise  to  extend 
the  limits  of  our  possessions  beyond  the 
power  of  the  Legislature,  through  the  Mi- 
nisters of  the  Crown,  to  govern  advan- 
tageously for  the  nation  and  for  the  pos- 
session itself.     How  much  more  important 
was  it,  therefore,  now,  than  at  any  futnie 
period,  to  reserve  to  the  Legislature  the 
power,  at  a  short  but  reasonable  notice  of 
time,  to  resume  the  trust  it  was  about  to 
delegate,    and     not    to     consign     over 
100,000,000  of  our  fellow  beings,  bound 
hand  and  foot,  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
these  Joint-Stock  rulers,  for  a  period  of 
forty  or  of  twenty  years,  during  which  the 
only  care  or  anxiety  of  the  proprietors 
would  be  to  get  the  dividendj  on  their 
stock  punctually  paid ;  and,  when  that 
was  effected,  their  solicitude  would  be  at 
an  end.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in 
pursuing  this  subject,  had  passed  over  the 
various  topics,  of  the  mode  of  raising  the 
revenue,  of  the  judicial  and  military  ser- 
vices, and  many  odiers,  which  could  only 
be  named  at  present,  but  must  be  discussed 
at  some  future  time ;  and  he  (Mr.  Buck- 
ingham) would  follow  tiie  same  course,  in 
order  that  he  might  fulfil  his  pledge  of 
confining  himself  strictly  to  the  points 
touched  on  in  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,   to  which  he  would    rigidly 
confine  his  reply.     He  approved,  then, 
entirely,  of  the  creation  of  a  fourth  presi- 
dency in  the  western  provinces ;  and  he 
thought  the  proposition  of  exempting  the 
Governor  General  from  all  local  cares,  and 
giving  him  a  supreme  control,  under  a 
uniform  system  of  jurisdiction  throoghoot 
the  whole  of  the  presidencies,  a  most  im- 
portant improvement.     As  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  quoted  some  high  author- 
ities in  proof  of  the  difficulties  occasioned 
by  the  conflicting  powers  at  present  exist- 
ing, he  (Mr.  Buckingham)  would  add  three 
striking  instances,   which  were  in  some 
degree  connected  with  his  own  history  in 
that  country.    The  first  was  this : — Lord 
Hastings,  soon  after  his  arrival  in  iodis. 
perceiving  that  the  discussion  of  poblic 
affairs,  and  the  dissemination  of  facts  and 
opinions,  through  the  medium  of  the  Pre^s, 
was  likely  to  be  of  as  much  benefit  to 
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India  as  to  any  other  country  in  which  it 
had  been  tried,  removed  the  censorship  of 
tbe  Press  in  Bengal.  The  governor  of 
Madras,  Mr.  Elliott,  wholly  disapproved 
of  this  step,  and  not  only  did  he  refuse  to 
follow  the  example  in  his  presidency,  but, 
when  a  public  meeting  was  held  at  Ma- 
dras, to  vote  an  address  of  thanks  to  Lord 
Hastings  for  this  act,  the  government  of 
Madras  threw  every  possible  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  its  accomplishment,  and  visited 
with  its  displeasure  the  distinguished  indi- 
viduals who  ventured  thus  to  express  their 
approbation  of  what  the  highest  authority 
of  the  country  had  performed  as  his  own 
act.  Not  long  after  this,  tbe  circulation 
of  the  Cakutta  Journal^  then  under  his 
(Mr.  Buckingham's)  direction,  having 
greatly  increased,  he  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  the  Post-master  General  of 
India,  to  facilitate  its  despatch.  In  that 
country  the  newspapers  paid  no  stamp- 
duty — a  fact  which  he  hoped  the  noble 
Lofd  opposite  to  him  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  would  soon  have  to  an- 
nounce of  the  newspapers  of  this  country 
— but  in  lieu  of  this,  they  paid  a  postage 
according  to  weight.  For  the  sake  of 
despatch,  he  (Mr. Buckingham)  contracted 
to  pay  the  Post^master  General  3,000 
rupees  per  month  (then  about  4,000Z.  ster- 
ling, per  annum),  for  the  free  transmission 
of  his  Journal  through  the  Company's  ter- 
ritories; and  that  sum  was  punctually 
paid :  but  alter  its  payment  in  Bengal,  the 
governor  of  Madras,  who  hated  free  dis- 
cussion, was  determined  that  no  Journal 
should  pass  free  in  his  presidency,  though 
the  full  postage  on  it  had  been  paid ;  and 
he  accordingly  had  them  stopped  at  Gan- 
jam,the  frontier  town  between  Bengal  and 
Madras,  and  charged  with  postage  all  the 
way  to  their  destination ;  and,  on  an  ap- 
peal to  the  Governor  General,  under 
whose  authority  the  contract  had  been 
made  for  all  India,  no  redress  could  be 
had,  and  no  refund  was  made.  Another 
instance  of  these  confliciing .  authorities 
was  just  as  striking.  Subsequently  to 
his  (Mr.  Buckingham's)  departure  from 
India,  a  rule  or  regulation  was  passed  by 
the  Bengal  government,  and  registered  in 
the  supreme  court,  by  which  alone  it 
could  obtain  tbe  force  of  law,  and  which 
esspoweted  the  local  authorities  to  sup- 
press any  newspaper  that  gave  them  any 
displeasure.-  lliis  law  was  carried  into 
effect  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the 
Col^to  /ommtUi  and  destioying  aU  the 


valuable  property  invested  in  its  establish- 
ment, as  well  as  the  income  derived  from 
its  extensive  circulation;  yet  when  the 
same  regulation  was  brought  before  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  at  Bombay, 
it  was  rejected  by  them  as  wholly  uncon- 
stitutional and  illegal — and  they  refused 
to  give  it  their  assent :  so  that  there  were 
three  different  states  of  law  at  the  three 
presidencies  of  India,  respecting  that  most 
important  subject,  the  freedom  of  the 
Press; — the  one  having  certain  rules,  of 
no  legal  authority,  but  enforced  by  the 
terror  of  arbitrary  banishment,  without 
trial,  if  they  were  infringed ;  the  other 
having  a  previous  censorship,  exercised  by 
an  officer  of  government,  who  read  all  the 
proof  sheets  before  they  were  committed 
to  the  Press,  and  struck  out  whatever  he 
pleased ;  and  the  third  having  a  power  by 
law  to  suppress  any  journal  that  was  dis- 
agreeable to  them,  without  even  the  form 
of  a  trial,  but  at  their  mere  will,  pleasure, 
or  caprice.  The  learned  Judge  was, 
therefore,  perfectly  correct  in  the  opinion 
quoted  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  as 
to  the  extreme  uncertainty  of  the  state  of 
the  law ;  and  no  one  but  those  who  had 
lived  under  this  state  of  uncertainty  could 
fully  appreciate  its  evils.  As  it  regarded 
the  Press,  for  instance,  they  had  been  told 
that  at  Calcutta  the  Press  was  perfectly 
free,  save  and  except  some  very  harmless 
restrictions;  but  these  exceptions  were 
somewhat  remarkable.  They  prohibited 
all  discussions  on  the  conduct  of  the  go- 
vernment, for  that  would  be  dangerous; 
they  forbad  all  mention  of  the  name  of  the 
bishop,  for  that  would  be  disrespectful; 
they  interdicted  all  criticism  on  the  opinions 
of  the  judges,  for  that  would  be  offensive ; 
and  they  prohibited  entirely  all  discussions 
that  could  have  a  tendency  to  excite  dis- 
sensions in  society,  for  that  would  give  dis- 
satisfaction. In  short,  the  regulations  for 
the  free  press  (as  it  was  called)  of  India, 
were  a  perfect  epitome  of  the  caricature 
of  Figaro*  in  the  Comedy  of  Beauroarchais, 
who  describes  his  baring  obtained  per- 
mission to  establish  a  Journal  at  Madrid, 
under  a  perfect  freedom  of  the  Press,  save 
and  except  some  trifling  restraints,  which 
were  necessary  for  the  public  peace  and 
safety;  and  accordingly  he  says,  that 
finding  he  must  not  speak  of  affairs  of  go- 
vernment, nor  of  justice,  nor  of  religion, 
that  he  must  not  censure  any  books,  nor 
criticise  the  performances  of  the  theatres, 
that  be  most  say  nothing  which  should 
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offend  public  functionaries,  or  excite  the 
least  difference  of  opinion  in  private  bo«- 
ciety,  be  had  determined  to  establish  a 
paper  which  should  avoid  all  these ;  and, 
to  give  it  an  appropriate  title,  he  should 
call  it  <<  The  Useless  Journal."  He  would 
now  pass  on  to  the  most  important  of  all 
the  subjects  yet  touched  on  with  respect 
to  India.  It  appeared,  from  the  plan  of 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman,  that  increased 
facilities  were  to  be  given  to  the  settle«- 
ment  of  Englishmen  in  India,  by  allowing 
them  to  reside  at  the  presidencies,  and  to 
go  into  the  old  provinces,  without  a  license  ( 
and  to  be  restricted  only  from  visiting  the 
new  or  unsettled  provinces  without  an 
express  permission  from  the  local  govern* 
ments  on  the  spot*  The  reason  assigned 
for  this  relaxation,  was  the  improved  state 
of  information  among  the  natives,  and 
the  consequent  greater  safety  of  allowing 
the  European  settlera  to  go  among  them. 
Now,  what  was  it  that  caused  this  im» 
proved  state?  Why,  that  very  colonize* 
tion,  all  partial  and  restricted  as  it  was, 
and  the  Press,  by  which  it  was  so  con- 
stantly recommended ;  and  it  was  not  too 
much  to  say,  that  if  the  colonization  had 
been  still  greater,  and  the  Press  more  free, 
the  improvement  of  the  natives  would 
have  been,  at  the  present  moment,  ten 
times  as  great  as  it  is.  It  was  worthy  of 
remark,  too,  that  all  the  civil  and  military 
servants  of  the  East-India  Company  were 
now  converts  to  the  opinion  that  coloniea* 
tion  might  be  allowed  with  safety  and 
advantage;  though  the  right  bon,  (Gen- 
tleman bad  said,  and  said  truly,  that 
twenty  years  ag^  there  was  scarcely  an 
advocate  for  colonisation  to  be  found 
among  their  ranks.  The  question,  then, 
again  occurred — What  was  it  that  ef- 
fected this  mighty  change?  Why,  that 
very  Press,  which  the  Indian  government 
oppressed  and  persecuted — and  for  which 
oppressions  and  persecutions  the  Home 
Government  would  afford  no  redress.  The 
benefits  that  would  arise  from  the  admis- 
sion of  colonization,  were  the  daily  theme 
of  the  Calcutta  Journal,  from  its  first 
establishment, in  1S18.  Mr.  Elphinstone, 
Mr.  Bayley,  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe,  and 
Mr.  Holt  Mackenzie,  were  among  its 
daily  readere;  and  all  were  now  agreed 
upon  the  advantages  of  colonization. 
Troth  indeed  was  mighty,  and  would  pre- 
vail. The  only  condition,  it  appeared, 
was,  thai  there  should  be  fixed  laws, 
equally  binding  on  all  natives  and  Euro- 


peans. Now  Ibis  was  aH  Uiat  be  (Mr. 
Buckingham)  when  in  India,  asked.  At 
the  period  of  his  removal  from  the  00011- 
try,  the  edict  was  one  of  arbitrary  power, 
without  even  the  ferm  of  law— >|io  tsial,  wo 
defence,  no  appeal,  thm  muck-drnMled 
oourt*martial,  which  had  been  ao  innek 
condemned  for  Ireland,  would  to  him  h«vs 
been  a  blessing:  a  Hindoo  tribiiiialy  a 
Mahommedan  divan,  any  thing  which  de- 
cided by  known  lawa  and  fixed  priaeipiga, 
be  would  bave  hailed  as  a  relief;  but  aM 
were  denied.  So  much  mere  highly  did 
he  value  fixed  lawa  than  arbitrary  power, 
that  he  would  rather  live  under  a  govern- 
ment, where  to  breathe  the  name  of  the 
sovereign  was  punishable  with  daoapita* 
tion  and  the  exhibition  of  the  head  on  a 
pike,  than  under  a  government  wbeit  3foa 
were  hypocritically  told  that  yoe  arere 
free  to  say  what  you  pleased,  but  who^  00 
the  moment  of  your  saying  anything  that 
displeased  them,  and  of  whidi  it  was  hn« 
possible  to  judge,  you  were  liable  to  be 
exiled  without  trial,  and  punished  wkb 
the  ruin  of  all  your  past  fortune  and  yoor 
future  hopes.  However  severe  the  law, 
if  it  were  known  and  well  defined,  an 
offence  against  it  might  be  avoided  1  but 
against  the  arbitrery,  despotic,  and  capii^ 
cious  exercise  of  power,  there  was  no  safe- 
guard; and  therefore  it  was  so  objectmn- 
able.  It  had  been  said,  indeed,  that  it 
was  not  proper,  in  a  country  like  India, 
to  give  unrestricted  and  anregulaScd 
liberty.  Neither  was  it  in  any  other 
country,  for  true  liberty  was  the  dooinaiea 
of  the  law:  and  as  to  the  neeeesity  of 
establishing  a  strong  government,  to  re* 
press  the  evils  of  sueh  liberty,  of  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  spoken,  bis 
answer  was,  that  nothing  was  so  strong 
as  justice;  and  that  a  government  which 
enjoyed  the  approbation  of  public  opinion 
was  stronger  than  one  armed  vrtth  all  the 
civil  and  military  power  of  the  worki* 
On  this  subject  he  waa  strongly  templed 
to  enlarge,  as  it  was  indeed  a  fertalo 
theme;  but  be  would  reserve  to  a  futere 
period,  his  observations  on  the  advantages 
of  colonisation,  on  the  absnidity  of  all  pre- 
tended  alarms  as  to  cdUaioa  with  the 
natives,  and  the  folly  of  pretending  to 
grant  leases  of  lands  to  iadtvkliuds  for 
sixty  years,  with  a  power  hanging  over 
their  heads,  that  could  banish  then  fton 
the  country  without  trial,  within  sixty 
days  after  the  lease  was  signed— or,  in* 
deed,  before  the  ink  by  whirii  tbe,ai| 
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iMfe  mm  mnttan  on  it,  vu  dry.    He  t«- 
joiced  to  find*  that  davery  wai|to  be 
•bolitiMd  ia  the  BMt  as  well  m  in  tho 
W«ilt   aady  lie  hoped,  oa  easier  teriut. 
He  vae  glad  to  find  a  Gommuskm  of  In* 
ijuiry  ymm  to  be  appoint^«   aa  evideooe 
and  fact  were  ike  only  safe  grounds  of 
legislations  and  he  bailed  with  pleasure 
the  deelaiaiioo,  that  ihe  great  iuteresU  of 
jiaatieo,  knowledge,  morality,  and  religion, 
were  lo  be  provided  for.    In  conclusion, 
he  would  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  capa- 
city and  resources  of  India,  to  discharge 
iu  preaent  incumbrances  s   and  the  esse 
with  which  this  might  be  accomplished. 
The  debt  of  the  India  Company  beyond 
its  iMneaent  capacity   to  pay   had  been 
suted  by  the  right  hon.  the  President  of 
lite  9oard  to  be  about  40,000,000/. ;  and 
with  this  the  revenues  of  India  were  to  be 
chargod.     The  debt  was*  undoubtedly,  a 
very  laigo  one  to  he  contraeted  hy  a  trad* 
ing  company,  and  such  as  could  have 
only  grown  up  lUMlcr  a  system  of  the  great- 
est wasiefulnessand  mismanagement,  more 
paftioularly  under  the  immense  advantages 
which  they,  as  a  trading  company,  had 
enjoyed.     But,  great  as  it  was,  it  v^as 
literally  nolhing,  when  compared  to  the 
splendid  resources  of  the  country — and 
not  much  when  comparted  with  its  revenue, 
which  was  about  DO.OOO.OOO/.  annually. 
Tliis  was,  however,  but  a  miserable  pittance 
(of  such  a  country  to  a0ord-*-a  country  of 
immense  eatent  in  surface— of  enormous 
population — of  abundant  natural  wealth  in 
•very  (brm— *qI'  navigable  rivers,  accessible 
harbours,  boundless  coasts — and  varied 
cliuiales,  capable  of  producing  wliatever 
IIm  teeming  earth  could  supply — from  the 
rudest  metal  lo  the  purest  gems,  from  tlie 
palut  and  the  plantain  «*f  the  tropic,  to 
tlie  cedar  and  the  pine  of  the  snowy  moun- 
tains ;  and  all  in  perfection  of  their  kind, 
lie  had  no  more  doubt,  indeed,  than  he 
had  of  hie  own  existence,  that  India  might 
be  made  to  produce  an  annual  revenue  of 
live>|inies  its  present  amount.    Of  what 
was  the  wealth  of  countries,  and  their 
^onsequeQt  capacity  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
^te,   composed  f     The   elements   were 
simple  and  few :  the  minerals  beneath  the 
esrUi — the  vegetables  above  the  earth — 
•ad  the  animals  that  grazed  upon  its  sur* 
hew*    These  were  all  the  natural  ele- 
»>ents.    The  rest  was  wholly  the  produc- 
iioa  of  populatioo  and  skill.    In  all  these, 
^»3C)>t  tbs  kwt,  India  abounded.    Her 
P^Ms  motels  and  hsr  gemsi  her  rich 
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savannahs  and  her  fertile  plains,  her  mil- 
lions of  frugal,  patient,  and  induslrious 
people,  made  her,  in  all  these  particulars, 
far  superior  to  England  itself.  All  that 
was  wanted  was  to  introduce  into  India, 
(which Colonization  would  do)  the  arts,  and 
sciences,  and  useful  knowledge  of  Europe ; 
with  that  tirst  requisite  aa  a  stimulant  to 
production,  complete  protection  of  person 
and  property,  and  the  assurance  that  he 
who  produced  wealth  should  be  oertain 
of  iu  unmolested  enjoyment.  Let  this 
be  done  (and  by  free  colonization  alone 
could  this  be  effected),  and  he  saw  no 
reason  to  doubt,  but  that  in  a  few  years 
hence,  India  might  be  made  to  produce  a 
revenue  of  100  miliioas  sterling  as  readily 
as  Great  Britain  now  produced  fifty.  It 
had  produced  more,  from  the  three  pro- 
vinces of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orissa,  in 
the  time  of  the  Emperor  Baher,  than  it  did 
now  from  three  times  the  same  extent  of 
country:  and  in  the  time  of  Aurungzebe 
also,  the  revenue  was  much  greater  than 
at  present.  But  if  in  Britain  a  population 
of  25,000,000  could  produce  a  revenue  of 
60,000,000/.(besides  having  a  large  surplus 
for  enjoyments),  or  2L  per  head,  man,  wo- 
man, and  child,  what  was  tliere  unreason- 
al)le  in  the  supposition  that  India,  when 
blessed  with  the  knowledge  and  freedom 
which  England  enjoyed,  sliould,  with  four 
times  the  population,  and  with  richer 
mines,  more  fertile  plains,  double  and 
triple  harvests,  and  a  climate  the  most  con- 
genial to  production  of  every  kind — what 
was  there  to  prevent  her  producing;:  half  the 
proportion  of  revenue  yielded  by  Engkind, 
or  1/.  per  head,  for  every  individual  in  the 
state?  The  surface  of  India  had  been 
estimated  at  about  800,000,000  of  acres, 
whid)  was  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  of 
Eairopc,  excluding  only  Uie  barren  and  un- 
productive parts  of  Russia  and  Siberia: 
snd  from  this  extent  of  surface,  only 
20,000,000/.  of  revenue  were  raised,  while, 
from  the  same  extent  of  land  in  Europe 
(and  no  one  would  pretend  to  say  that  this 
was  under  the  best  possible  managemeia), 
no  less  a  sum  thsn  300,000.000/.  was  paid 
in  revenues  to  the  different  Governments 
of  all  the  European  States,  or  thirty  timea 
more  than  was  drawn  from  India,  where 
the  people  were  wretched  and  impoverished 
in  the  midst  of  inexhaustible  wealth.  He 
trusted,  therefore, that  the  Aiinisters  wouM 
pause,  and  the  country  reflect,  before  they 
consigned  over  again  for  aootlier  twenty 

yean,  the  most  valuabk  possessaoo  of  the 
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Crown  to  the  hands  of  those  who,  during 
two  centuries  of  misrule,  had  produced  to 
themselves  only  embarrassment  and  debt, 
and  to  the  natives  poverty  and  wretched- 
ness. It  was  not  thus  that  we  should 
deal  with  the  countries  that  we  conquered, 
or  the  territories  we  acquired.  .As  the 
happiness  of  the  people  ought  to  be  the 
sole  aim  of  every  government,  he  hoped 
this  would  be  provided  for  by  every  means 
within  our  power,  that  we  should  make 
this  our  first  consideration,  and  regard  all 
other  objects  as  subservient  to  it.  Then 
indeed,  our  boast  might  be — not  like  that 
of  the  haughty  Spaniard,  who  proudly 
said  that  his  dominions  were  so  extensive 
that  the  sun  never  set  upon  them ;  but, 
that  wheresoever  the  sun  did  shine  on 
British  ground,  and  wheresoever  the 
British  rule  was  known,  there  freedom, 
justice,  knowledge,  and  happiness,  were 
fostered  and  encouraged  by  every  effort 
that  the  ruling  power  could  bestow. 

Mr.  Cutlar  Fergusson  said,  that  though 
he  had  an  extreme  anxiety  to  put  an  end 
to  the  debate,  yet  he  felt  that  as  a  Di- 
rector he  was  called  upon  to  make  a  few 
observations  in  answer  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  member  for  Sheffield.  That 
hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  great  pains, 
and  had  advanced  every  topic  to  show, 
that  the  government  of  India  was  a  go- 
vernment by  which  India  was  ill  governed, 
and  which  ought  no  longer  to  exist  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  opposed  the  Resolu- 
tion for  continuing  the  government  of 
India  in  the  hands  of  the  Company,  and 
the  whole  of  his  argument  seemed  to  be 
derived  from  the  assertion  of  Mr.  Mill, 
who  stated  that  in  1590  India  was  more 
flourishing  than  subsequently.  To  make 
a  fair  comparison  he  ought  to  have  made 
the  contrast  when  the  Government  of  the 
country  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Company. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  brought  under 
review  the  state  of  India  under  Au- 
rungzebe,  and  wished  to  make  the  Com- 
pany answerable  for  the  oppression  of 
Nadir  Shah,  and  then  said,  that  because 
the  country  was  not  so  prosperous  as  it 
was  in  1590,  the  fault  lay  with  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Company.  He  (Mr. 
Fergusson)  would  venture  to  say  that  any 
person  passing  the  frontiers  of  Bengal, 
and  comparing  the  condition  of  that 
presidency,  and  the  districts  governed  by 
the  native  princes,  would  see  at  once  that 
in  the  one  there  was  protection  to  person 
aod  property,  and  the  other  was  given 


over  to  tyranny.  He  had  no  heiitalioo 
in  asserting,  that  the  govermneBt  of  the 
Company  was  a  blessing  not  sufficiently 
appreciated,  and  his  motive  as  a  Dinctor 
in  wishing  the  government  of  India  to  be 
continued  in  the  Board  of  Direcfors  with- 
out any  trade,  was  the  opinion  that  they 
would  have  more  time  to  attend  to  the 
interests  of  the  people.  His  motive  for 
giving  up  the  commercial  assets  of  the 
Company  to  the  Government  was  the 
hoped  continuance  of  this  blessing  to  the 
natives  of  India.  As  to  the  question  of 
patronage,  if  it  could  be  better  disposed 
of,  he,  for  one,  would  be  willing  to  gtwe  h 
up ;  but  he  must  say,  that  there  never 
had  been  patronage  of  sach  value,  wfaicii 
had  been  distributed  with  more  good  faith, 
more  honour,  or  more  integrity,  than  the 
patronage  of  the  Company.  He  re- 
collected an  instance  of  a  Director  who 
was  brought  to  trial,  upon  suspicion  of 
having  improperly  disposed  of  patromg^, 
and  was  delivered  over  to  the  judgment  of 
the  Court.  He  could  at  least  say,  that 
the  Company  had  acted  honestly  in  the 
disposal  of  its  patronage.  The  bad 
effects  of  Acts  of  Parliament,  which 
the  Company  could  not  resist,  were  fixed 
on  the  Company.  With  regard  to  the 
charge  of  illiberality  which  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Sheffield  had  brought  against  the 
government  of  India,  he  (Mr.  Fergusson) 
could  say,  that  so  far  from  being  illibnvl, 
the  Indian  government  permitted  many 
hundreds  of  persons  to  reside  in  India 
without  any  licence.  The  hon.  Memberhad 
alluded  to  his  own  case,  and  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  as  he  had  frequently 
said  on  former  occasions,  that  he  did  not 
approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  Indian  go- 
vernment towards  the  hon.  member  for 
Sheffield,  it  was  an  objection  to  the  Com- 
pany that  though  sluggish  in  improve- 
ment, they  had  been  active  in  destructive 
and  wasteful  wars — but  it  should  be  re- 
collected that  the  Company  never  broogbt 
this  country  into  a  war  in  India ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  Company  were  constantly 
protesting  against  every  war.  In  ftct  the 
Board  of  Control,  and  Governors  General 
were  the  parties  to  be  charged,  if  charges 
could  be  justly  made,  for  the  Court  of 
Directors  were  indisposed  to  war,  even 
where  their  interest  sometimes  called  upon 
them  to  assume  a  hostile  attitude.  Another 
point  was  the  state  of  the  law,  and  cer- 
tainly the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Charles  Grant),  bad  not  overst«t«d  tba 
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great  ioconvenieoce  arising  from  the  con- 
fused state  of  the  law.  The  discrepancies 
and  aaomalies  were  great  and  revolting ; 
improvenicnt  was  most  desirable ;  but  this 
was  a  subject  which  must  be  touched  with 
a  tender  hand. 

Mr.  Hume  rose  to  inquire  of  the  right 
hoD.  Gentleman  how  much  time  was  to 
intervene  before  he  would  take  any  farther 
step  with  this  measure?  He  protested 
against  gpraoting  the  Cliarter  for  a  period 
of  twenty  years,  and  he  thought  that  the 
very  longest  period  to  which  it  should 
be  extended  was  ten  years.  He  did  not 
intend  to  make  any  further  observations 
on  the  subject  for  the  present,  and  his 
ooly  purpose  in  rising  was  to  ask  when  the 
rij;ht  hon.  Gentleman  expected  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  founded  on  these  Resolutions,  or 
what  the  next  stage  was  to  which  he  meant 
to  proceed  ? 

Mr.  Ckaries  Grant:  I  shall  bring  in  a 
Bill  as  soon  as  the  Resolutions  have  pass- 
ed the  House — at  least  a  day  or  two 
afterwards. 

Resolutions  agreed  to.   House  resumed. 

Imprisohment  for  Debt.]  The 
SoUciiar  General:  I  rise  with  much  re« 
lectance  at  this  late  hour  (one  o'clock), 
to  trespass  on  the  attention  of  the  House ; 
but  as  I  have  been  taunted  by  several 
Hon.  Members  for  postponing  this  Motion, 
and  the  delay  which  has  already  arisen 
has  occasioned  great  disappointment  out  of 
doorsy  I  must  now  beg  to  be  permitted  to 
give  a  short  outline  of  the  measure  which 

I  have  to  propose  for  abolishing  imprison* 
meat  for  uebt,  and  for  reforming  the  Law 
of  Debtor  and  Creditor  in  this  country. 

II  i  have  the  honour  to  obtain  leave  to 
bring  in  the  Bill,  and  it  is  read  a  Brst  time 
to*night,  I  shall  name  a  distant  day  for  the 
i^cond  reading,  so  that  Members  may  be 
Tuliy  acquainted  with  its  details  before  they 
come  to  the  discussion  of  a  plan  of  such 
importance   and  novelty.      I   could   not 
venture  simply  to  recommend  abolishing 
imprisonment  for   debt,  without  substi- 
tuting pew  remedies  to  enable  the  creditor 
to  obtain  satisfaction  from  the  property  of 
his  debtor.    The  direct  modes  by  which 
*^  pfoperty  of  the  debtor  can  now  be 
discovered  and  seized   are  so  defective, 
that,  till  they  are  altered,  it  is  probably 
necessary  to  give  a  power  to  imprison  his 
jienon  for  the  purpose  of  indirectly  rcach- 
'P?  his  property,  and  compelling  him  to 
dojusiioe. 


The  object  of  the  law  upon  this  subject 
ought  to  be  to  enable  the  creditor,  upon 
his  debtor  rehising  payment,  first  to  as- 
certain and  record  his  debt  by  the  judgment 
of  a  Court,  and  then  to  obtain  satisfaction 
from  whatever  property  the  debtor  may 
possess,  as  expeditiously  and  at  as  little 
expense  as  possible.  While  the  debtor 
is  solvent,  he  must  be  forced  to  pay  every 
creditor  according  to  priority  of  demand 
and  diligence  ;  and  if  he  be  insolvent,  he 
should  be  deprived  of  the  administration 
of  his  property,  that  it  may  bcT  divided 
rateably  among  all  his  creditors.  Where  he 
acts  honestly,  and  makes  a  full  disclosure 
and  cession  for  their  benefit,  he  ought  to 
be  discharged ;  as,  if  he  contracted  his 
debts  with  an  intention  and  reasonable 
prospect  of  punctually  paying  them,  and 
he  is  prevented  by  unforeseen  misfortunes 
from  doing  so,  he  fulfils  his  obligation  by 
surrendering  the  whole  of  his  property, 
and  he  should  be  permitted  to  obtain  his 
release  without  any  unnecessary  harsh- 
ness. But  the  frauds  of  debtors  must  be 
guarded  against;  and  if  they  buy  goods 
with  intent  to  cheat,  if  they  secrete  their 
property,  or  if  they  abscond  from  their 
creditors,  they  ought  to  be  punished  as 
criminals. 

On  these  principles,  I  think  imprison- 
ment for  debt  may  be  abolished.  On 
these  principles  the  Bill  has  been  framed 
which  I  have  now  the  honour  to  propose. 
It  originates  in  the  labours,  and  1  am 
happy  to  say,  it  has  the  approbation,  of 
the  Common  Law  Commissioners,  to 
whom  the  country  is  already  so  deeply 
indebted  for  the  improvemcntof  our  juris- 
prudence. 

The  first  part  of  the  plan  is  to  allow 
any  holder  of  a  bond,  bill  of  exchange,  or 
promissory  note,  to  have  immediate  exe- 
cution,— when  there  is  no  question  as  to  the 
genuineness  of  the  instrument,  and  there 
is  no  reasonable  ground  of  defence.  Such 
is  at  present  the  law  of  Scotland,  of 
France,  and,  I  believe,  of  almost  every 
other  commercial  nation.  But,  in  Eng- 
land, the  debtors  upon  such  instruments 
may  compel  the  creditors,  before  being 
entitled  to  process  for  obtain  ins:  satisfac* 
tion,tofiledeclarationsandreplications,nnd 
to  go  to  trial  before  a  Jury,  and  to  bring 
witnesses  to  prove  facts  about  which  there 
is  no  real  dispute,  although  when  the 
trial  comes  no  defence  be  attempted. 
The  consequence  is,  that  no  inconsider- 
able portioa  of  the  time  of  the  Chief 
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Justice  of  Eng^land  ts  occupied  in  trying 
undefended  causes;  great  delay,  vexation, 
and  expense  are  occasioned  unnecessarily ; 
and  the  fund  is  often  squandered  among 
lawyers  which  ought  to  have  been  applied 
in  the  paynient  of  just  debts.  I  propose 
that,  upon  an  affidavit  being  made  of  a 
party  being  indebted  on  a  bond,  bill  of  ex- 
change, or  promissory  note,  there  shall  be 
judgment  and  execution  in  a  certain 
number  of  days,  unless  security  be  given 
absolutely  to  pay  the  debt  and  costs,  or  a 
Judge  shall  determine  that  there  is  reason- 
able ground  of  defence. 

The  property  of  the  debtor  is  the  only 
source  from  which  satisfaction  can  be 
made  to  the  creditor,  and  imprisonment 
for  debt  can  only  be  justified  as  a  method 
of  getting  at  that  property.  It  is  found, 
however,  in  many  cases,  wholly  ineffectual. 
The  debtor  taken  in  execution,  goes  to  a 
prison,  takes  a  house  within  the  rules, 
conceals  his  property,  lives  luxuriously, 
and  sets  his  creditors  at  defiance.  If, 
indeed,  his  debts  do  not  exceed  300/.,  he 
may  be  brought  up  under  the  Lords'  Act, 
and  compelled  to  make  a  disclosure  and 
assignment  of  his  property  at  the  peril  of 
transportation.  But,  strange  to  say,  in  a 
country  which  boasts  of  equal  laws,  there 
is  no  effectual  remedy  against  him  who 
owes  much,  and  has  the  ability,  without 
the  inclination,  to  pay.  I  propose  that  in 
every  case,  on  judgment  being  obtained, 
and  a  refusal  to  pay, — whatever  may  be 
the  amount  of  the  debt  or  damages,  the 
debtor  may  be  summoned  before  a  Judge, 
and  compelled  to  make  a  true  disclosure 
of  his  property  upon  oath.  If  he  fails  to 
do  so,  he  will  be  sent  to  prison  as  a  crimi- 
nal, to  remain  in  close  confinement  till  he 
conforms  to  the  law.  Such  property  as 
he  discovers,  or  a  sufficient  part  of  it,  the 
Judge  will  immediately  assign  to  the 
creditor  in  satisfaction  of  the  debt.  On 
security  being  given,  the  Judge  may  have 
power  to  give  a  reasonable  time  for  the 
payment  of  the  debt,  or  to  direct  that  it 
shall  be  paid  by  instalments.  If  the 
debtor  makes  a  full  disclosure  of  his  pro- 
perty, and  acts  honestly,  his  person  is  free. 

The  next  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  afford 
the  creditor  a  remedy  against  every 
species  of  property  belonging  to  the 
debtor.  At  present  only  half  the  free- 
hold land  can  be  seized  unless  there  be 
two  Judgments  of  the  same  Term,  and 
copyhold  land  cannot  be  at  all  touched. 
Funded  property  ia  protected  from  process 


of  execution ;  and  bonds,  bills  of  ex- 
change, and  such  8ecurities,are  called  ckoses 
in  action^  not  bona  et  catallaf  and,  there- 
fore, cannot  be  sold  by  the  Sheriff.  There 
is  no  reason  for  such  distinctions,  and 
they  ought  to  be  abolished.  WhOe  an 
honest  debtor,  stript  of  all  his  property  bj 
unforeseen  eventa  over  which  he  had  no 
control,  may  be  hopelessly  immured  in  a 
gaol,  will  you  suffer  a  man  with  5,000/. 
a-year  in  copyhold  land,  or  in  the  three 
per  cents,  to  cheat  a  tradesman  by  going 
abroad  or  residing  within  the  rules  of  the 
Fleet? 

The  next  provision  of  the  Bill  is  for 
the  benefit  of  unfortunate  and  honest 
debtors,  by  carrying  into  full  effect  the 
principle  which  we  have  partially  adopted 
from  the  civil  law,  of  the  cessio  bonomm. 
At  present,  before  a  party  can  be  dis- 
charged by  the  Insolvent  Debtors*  Court, 
he  must  be  arrested  and  go  to  prison,  and 
when  liberated,  his  future  effects  remain 
liable  for  his  debts.  This  is  a  harsh  pro- 
ceeding towards  a  man  who  has  com- 
mitted no  fault,  and  is  willing  to  do  what 
is  just;  a  person  can  hardly  be  the  in- 
mate of  a  gaol  and  leave  it  without  con- 
tamination,— neither  degraded  in  his  own 
estimation  nor  that  of  others;  and  in 
going  through  this  form  of  imprisonment 
and  liberation  a  most  enormous  expense  is 
incurred,  which,  of  course,  is  all  abstracted 
from  the  fund  that  ought  to  be  divided 
among  creditors.  The  insolvent,  when 
discharged,  feeling  that  if  he  subsequently 
acquires  property,  he  is  working  for 
others — is  generally  listless,  idle,  or  pro- 
fligate for  the  rest  of  his  days.  The  In- 
solvent Debtors'  Court  has,  without  rea- 
son, become  exceedingly  unpopular  in  this 
country.  The  Judges  who  preside  there 
are  learned,  intelligent,  and  honourable 
men.  The  fault  is  not  in  them,  but  in 
the  system  of  law  which  they  have  to  ad- 
minister. I  have  to  propose,  that  here- 
after a  man  who  finds  that  he  is  unable  to 
pay  all  his  debts  in  full,  bat  wishes  to 
cede  all  his  property  to  be  rateably  divided 
among  his  creditors,  shall  be  permitted  to 
do  so  voluntarily,  without  being  cast  into 
prisoQ ;  and  that  if  he  makes  a  full  dis- 
closure and  cession,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Judge  under  whose  jurisdiction  the 
proceeding  has  been  conducted,  and  a 
certain  proportion -of  his  creditors,  to  grant 
him  a  certificate  by  which  he  will  be  en- 
tirely exonerated  from  all  his  past  engage- 
ments, and    thus   beginning  the   world 
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anew,  he  may  avail  himself  of  the  bounty 
of  his  frieods,  and  of  his  own  industry, 
skill,  and  talent,  to  regain  his  station  in 
society,  and  to  provide  creditably  for  his 
family.  This  will  assimilate  the  situation 
of  common  debtors  to  that  of  traders 
subject  to  the  Bankruptrlaw.  The  legal 
definition  of  those  traders  is  extremely 
arbitrary  and  capricious,  and  there  seems 
little  reason  why  there  should  not  be  one 
uniform  system  of  insolvent  law' for  all 
classes  of  the  community. 

So   much    for    honest    debtors.      To 
fraudulent  debtors  1  wish  no  tenderness 
to  be  shown ;  being  fully  convinced  that 
there   is    more    injustice  on  the  part    of 
debtors    than    of   creditors,     and     that 
swindling  produces  more  misery  than  an 
oppressive  use  of  the  power  of  imprison- 
ing for  debt.     At  present  a  single  indi- 
vidual may  buy  goods  on  credit  to  any 
amount  with  the  determined  purpose  of 
never  paying  for  them  but  of  selling  them 
at  a    sacrifice  for  ready  money  and  ab- 
sconding with  the  proceeds ;    he  may  so 
abscond  ;   or  if  arrested,  and  seeking  the 
benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Debtors  Act,  he 
may  wilfully  make  away  with  his  property, 
or  render  a  false  account  of  it — without 
being  directly  liable  to  be  punished  for 
any  of  these  misdeeds.     That  he  may 
prey  upon   society  with  impunity,  there- 
fore, he  has  only  to  take  care  that  he 
does  not  so  associate  himself  with  others 
as  to  be  liable  to  be  indicted  for  a  con- 
spiracy.   To  check  such  practices  it  is 
proposed  to  enact  that  it  shall  be  a  sub- 
stantive misdemeanor,  liable  to  be  punish- 
ed by  fine  and  imprisonment,  for  any  indi- 
vidual, under    pretence  of   carrying  on 
business  in  the  ordinary  course  of  trade, 
to  obtain  on  credit  any  goods  with  intent 
to  defraud  the  owner  thereof;  or  to  assist 
in  disposing  of  goods  so  obtained ;   or  to 
make  any  fraudulent  grant  or  conveyance 
of  property  with  intent  to  defraud  credit- 
ors; or  after  petitioning  to  be  discharged, 
to  render  any  false  account ;  or  after  judg- 
ment has  been  obtained  against  him  by 
any  creditor,  to  abscond  or  conceal  him- 
self with   intent   to  defraud    such  Cre- 
ditor or    avoid  making    such  disclosure 
of  his  property  as  by  law  is  required. — I 
cannot  help  entertainmg  a  sanguine  hope 
that  these  provisions  will  have  a  powerful 
tendency  to  deter  unprincipled  men  from 
contracting   debts  which  they  have    no 
means  or  wish  to  pay.     From  the  mere 
power  of  summoniog  and  examining  after 


judgment  obtained,  much  may  be  expect- 
ed. At  present  the  person  about  to  con* 
tract  a  debt  fraudulently,  knows  that  un- 
less he  chooses  to  petition  the  Insolvent 
Debtors'  Court,  not  a  question  can  be  put 
to  him  ;  and  before  he  goes  through  this 
ceremony,  he  has  taken  care  to  waste  or 
to  secret  the  whole  of  his  property — for 
whibh  reason  it  seldom  happens,  that  there 
is  a  dividend  for  the  creditors  of  even  one 
farthing  in  the  pound. 

I  now  come  to  the  most  important  part 
of  the  Bill,  which  is  for  abolishing  im- 
prisonment for  debt,  except  in  cases  of 
fraud,  and  this  not  only  on  mesne  process, 
but  likewise  in  execution.  It  does  seem 
extraordinary,  that  the  power  of  imprison- 
ing for  debt  on  mesne  process,  which  was 
unknown  to  the  common  law,  should  have 
been  introduced  and  permitted  so  long  in 
a  country  professing  to  have  such  respect 
for  personal  liberty.  Every  man  not  having 
privilege  of  Parliament,  is  at  the  mercy  of 
every  other  man,  and  without  any  authority 
from  any  tribunal  or  Magistrate,  and  with- 
out any  evidence  of  any  debt,  maybe  arrest- 
ed and  imprisoned  for  any  sum ;  being  left, 
when  his  credit  is  ruined,  and  he  has 
suffered  ail  the  mischiefs  of  long  and 
unjust  confinement  in  a  gaol,  to  the  mock 
remedv  of  an  indictment  for  perjury,  or 
an  action  for  a  malicious  arrest.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  this  power  has  often 
been  abused  for  the  purposes  of  oppression 
and  extortion.  Upon  an  arrest  on  mesne 
process,  bail  may  be  given,  if  bail  can  be 
obtained ;  but  will  the  House  believe,  that 
the  expense  of  so  giving  bail  exceeds 
300,000/.  a-year  ?  And  by  so  much  are 
creditors  preiudiced,  for  the  benefit  of 
bailiffs,  and  the  lower  class  of  legal  prac- 
titioners. Bail  being  given,  the  plaintiff 
has  gained  but  little,  for  there  may  at 
any  time  be  a  render  to  prison  in  discharge 
of  the  sureties,  and  he  has  got  nothing 
but  the  person  of  his  debtor,  whom  he  is 
not  allowed  to  cut  into  pieces,  or  to  sell 
into  slavery.  An  arrest  may  sometimes 
prove  advantageous  to  the  first  creditor 
who  resorts  to  it,  but  it  is  unjust  to  the 
others,  for  it  generally  leads  rapidly  to 
bankruptcy ;  and  while  he  is  paid  in  full, 
they  who  have  shown  forbearance,  must 
be  contented  with  a  slender  dividend. 

Imprisonment  for  debt  under  process  of 
execution  has  not  generally  been  so  much 
reprobated  ;  but,  upon  due  consideration « 
it  will  not  be  found  less  objectionable* 
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nized  object  of  it  in  this  country  is,  to 
enable  the  creditor  to  get  possession  of  a 
suificient  portion  of  the  substance  of  the 
debtor  to  satisfy  the  debt.  It  is  not  con- 
sidered as  punishment  for  the  offence  of 
being  poor.  But  how  is  this  object  attain- 
ed by  the  imprisonment  of  the  debtor? 
Suppose  that  he  is  utterly  destitute  of 
property ;  suppose  that  he  has  a  little, 
which  he  honestly  wishes  to  yield  up  for 
the  equal  benefit  of  his  creditors ;  suppose 
that  he  has  sufficient  property  which  he  is 
dishonestly  determined  to  conceal ; — i  n  each 
of  these  cases,  where  is  the  profit  of  mere 
imprisonment?  Will  it  not  be  much 
better,  according-  to  the  plan  I  have  pro- 
posed, to  allow  voluntary  cession  to  the 
honest  debtor,  and  to  summon  and  exa* 
mine  every  man  against  whom  a  judjg^ent 
has  been  obtained,  with  a  power  of  directly 
assigning  bis  property  of  ^very  description, 
and  of  treating  him  as  a  criminal,  on  proof 
of  fraud  ? 

There  is  one  occasion  where  imprison- 
ment for  debt  may  be  fairly  resorted  to ; 
and  that  I  mean  to  retain  and  improve — 
where  the  debtor,  instead  of  meeting  his 
creditors  and  disclosing  his  property,  tries 
to  abscond  from  them,  often  carrying 
along  with  him  the  money  of  which  he 
has  defrauded  them.  In  Scotland,  arrest 
is  admitted  under  such  circumstances, 
even  on  mesne  process,  and  on.oalh  being 
made  that  the  debtor  is  in  meditatione 
fugcBf  a  warrant  for  his  arrest  is  granted, 
commonly  called  a  fugy  warrant.  In 
England,  an  arrest  on  a  capias  ad  reipon^ 
dendum  is  frequently  found  ineffectual  for 
this  purpose.  A  merchant  at  Liverpool 
may  discover  that  a  person  who  is  indebt- 
ed to  him  is  to  take  his  departure  next 
morning  with  considerable  property  in  a 
ship  for  America,  to  return  no  more.  He 
can  only  write  to  London  for  a  writ;  but 
before  it  arrives,  the  fugitive  is  beyond 
reach  of  process.  I  propose,  that  wherever 
a  creditor  shall  go  l>efore  any  Magistrate, 
and  swear  to  the  debt  due  to  him,  and  by 
affidavit  state  facts  from  which  it  may  be 
reasonably  inferred  that  his  debtor  is  about 
to  abscond  witli  intent  to  defraud,  a  war- 
rant to  arrest  may  be  granted,  which  may 
be  immediately  executed.  If  this  be  be- 
fore judgment,  bail  must  be  given  for  the 
debtor's  appearance,  should  there  be 
judgment  against  him;  if  after  judgment, 
he  may  be  immediately  examined  respect- 
ing his  property,  and  security  may  be  re- 
quired that  be  shall  b^  forthcoming  from 


time  to  time,  till  the  Judge  certify  that  he 
has  conformed  to  the  law. 

Imprisonment  for  debt  will  thus  be 
permitted  only  in  the  rare  cases,  where  the 
debtor  is  justly  treated  as  a  crimiuaU  on 
strong  presumptive  evidence  of  fraud. 
And,  what  a  mass  of  human  sofferiog  will 
be  put  an  end  to  1  At  this  late  hour,  I 
will  not  trouble  the  House  with  rctoros 
from  the  various  prisons  in  England  and 
Wales ;  but  I  may  venture  to  say,  that 
every  considerate  man  roust  be  shocked 
and  grieved  by  finding  the  immense  num* 
hers  who  are  yearly  immured  in  the  gaols 
of  this  kingdom  for  debt,  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  credit,  to  the  corruptioa  of 
their  morals,  and  to  the  utter  ruin  of  their 
usefulness  in  society.  Many  persons  in 
trade,  who  are  in  the  habit  of  seUiog  on 
credit,  and  shopkeepers  in  particular,  I 
am  aware,  are  exceedingly  alarmed  by  the 
prospect  of  losing  the  power  of  arrest;  but 
I  am  persuaded  they  will  find  that  they 
have  more  than  an  equivalent  in  the  new 
and  effectual  remedies  afforded  to  them 
against  the  property  of  their  debtors;  and 
if  they  should  become  a  little  more 
cautious  in  inquiring  into  tlic  circum- 
stances and  character  of  those  to  whom 
they  give  credit,  perhaps  it  may  be  nothing 
the  worse  for  the  community,  or  for  them* 
selves. 

I  have  been  stron^y  urged,  in  taking 
away  mesne  process  against  the  person, 
— ^by  way  of  substitute,  to  allow  it  against 
the  goods  of  the  debtor ;  but,  after  great 
consideration,  I  have  been  obliged  to  dis- 
miss this  suggestion  as  inexpedient;  for 
trade  in  this  cohntry  could  not  be  carried 
on,  if  a  lien  on  goods  might  be  acquired 
by  a  simple  affidavit  of  dd>t ;  and  as  at* 
tachments  against  the  goods,  if  permitted, 
would  be  far  more  numerous  than  arrests 
of  the  person,  the  expense  of  giving  bail 
or  security  would  be  still  more  enormous. 

I  will  not  further  fatigue  the  attention 
of  the  House.  I  am  conscious  of  the  dis- 
advantages under  which  I  have  made  this 
statement ;  but,  defective  as  it  is,  I  hope 
the  House  will  see,  that  the  plan,  a  faint 
outline  of  which  I  have  described,  de- 
serves at  least  to  be  received  and  consider* 
ed.  Therefore,  with  sincere  thanks  for 
the  great  indulgence  which  I  have  ex- 
perienced, 1  shall  conclude  by  moving 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  Abolish  Im- 
prisonment for  Debt,  except  in  cases  of 
fraud,  and  for  Amending  the  Law  of 
Debtor  and  Creditor* 
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Mr.  Hum§  exprnsiied  his  thanks  to  his 
Majesty's  Government  for  the  introduction 
of  die  prssent  maasure,  which,  if  carried, 
hm  was  satisfled  woaki  be  productive  of 
great  benefit,  as  well  to  the  creditor  as  the 
debtor.  He  hoped  his  hon.  and  learned 
Mend  would  lose  no  time  in  forwarding 
it,  so  as,  if  possible,  to  pass  it  during  the 
present  Session. 

Btr  Robert  inglit  objected  to  a  measure 
of  Buch  vast  importance  to  the  trading 
interests  of  the  country  being  discussed  at 
so  lata  an  hour,  and  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  ample  time  being  afforded  in 
order  to  enable  those  parlies  whose  in- 
terests It  principally  affected  to  consider 
its  provisions. 

Mr.  Skaw  could  assure  the  House,  that 
the  introduction  of  the  measure  before 
them  was  viewed  by  the  tradesmen  of  the 
metropolis,  whom  it  was  likely  most  es- 
pcoialiy  to  affect,  with  feelings  of  the 
greatest  apprehension.  The  generality  of 
them  were  of  opinion,  that  its  enactments 
would  shake  all  credit  in  the  country. 
For  his  part  he  could  not  see  how  any 
of  Its  details  could  be  carried  into  prac- 
tice* 

f^rd  Aiikorp  expressed  the  happiness 
it  gave  him  to  be  a  party  in  the  introduc- 
tion of  such  a  measure  as  his  learned 
friend  had  just  detailed.  He  was  con* 
vinced  it  would  work  in  every  respect  most 
benefloially. 

Mr.  Ruihpen  suggested,  that  it  should 
be  extended  to  Ireland, 

The  Solkiii^  Oenerat  doubted  much 
whether  the  present  Bill  could  be  extended 
to  Ireland,  but  admitted,  that  if  it  were, 
when  carried  into  effect  in  England,  found 
to  work  well,  no  time  should  be  lost  in 
proposing  the  introduction  of  a  similar 
measure  for  Ireland. 

Leave  given ;  the  Bill  brought  In,  and 
read  a  irst  time. 


UOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Frid^,  June  14,   li93d. 
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of  Bi*MN«  flrm  ttie  Pwlih  of  AH  Salato  ftVlar.  flbr  mh. 
tiouing  to  Uie  Eail-lwUa  Comyany  tiie  PiiTtiifa  of  TnS- 

ing  to  India. 

Limitation  of  Actions.1  The  Lord 
Chancellor  moved,  that  the  Housie  should 
resolve  itself  into  a  Coqimittee  on  this 
Dill. 

Lord  Lyndhurst  said,  that  he  had  been 
requested  to  state  to  their  Lordships  the 
nature  and  objects  of  Ihia  Dill,  and  tiie 

trinciple  on  which  it  was  fuundcd ;  and 
e  thought  that  when  a  Bill  of  this  de- 
scription or  any  other,  introducing  material 
alterations  into  the  law  of  the  country, 
came  from  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
it  was  the  duty  of  some  noble  Lord  to 
state  to  their  Lordships  the  nature  and 
object  of  the  Bill,  and  the  principle  which 
had  been  adopted  for  its  basis.  The  title 
of  this  Bill  was  *'  An  Act  ibr  the  Limit- 
ations of  Actions  and  Suits  relating  to 
Real  Property,  and  for  simplifying  the 
Remedies  Ibr  trying  the  Rights  thereto.*' 
This  Bill  was  fbunded  on  a  priDciptc  that 
had  long  been  recognized  m  the  law  of 
England,  which  was,  that  a  long  period  of 
adverse  possession  should  give  an  inde* 
fbaslble  right  to  the  property.  That 
principle  itself  owed  its  origin  to  the 
necessity,  or  at  least  the  convenience,  of 
quieting  titles  to  property.  The  rule  of 
law  was,  *'  tegei  vigilantibus  non  dor* 
fnieniihns  subvenient,"  and  tliat  rule  arose 
(Vom  the  circumstance  that  the  evidence 
of  title  to  property,  however  good  that 
title  was,  might  be  lost ;  that  the  witnesses 
required  to  prove  it  might  die ;  and  other 
events  happen,  which  out  for  the  Inter- 
vention of  this  rule  might  leave  a  law* 
ful  possessor  at  the  mercy  of  a  fraudulent 
claimant.  From  the  earliest  period  that 
rule  had  been  acted  on  in  this  country, 
but  it  had  not  been  acted  on  according  to 
any  precise  system,  and  for  that  reason  it 
was  necessary  to  introduce  this  Bill.  In 
the  early  periods  of  the  history  of  this 
country  the  limitation  was  taken  from 
stated  eras,  as  from  the  return  of  King  dohn 
from  Ireland,  from  the  journey  of  King 
Henry  to  Normandy,  and  fVom  the  coro- 
nation of  King  Richard  1st.  The  length  of 
the  limitation  varied,  of  course,  with  the 
change  of  period  from  which  it  was  dated, 
and  the  law,  therefore,  at  last  adopted 
another  rule,  which  was  that  of  allowing 
only  a  certain  number  of  years  to  be  a 
limitation.  He  should  not  go  through 
the  various  Acts  which  had  been  passed 
upon  this  ^subject ;  it  would  he  sufficient 
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for  him  to  notice  two  of  them.  The  first 
was  an  Act  passed  in  the  reign  of  James 
Ist,  and  the  next  in  that  of  Henry  8th. 
By  the  Statute  passed  in  the  reign'  of 
James'  1st  it  was  enacted,  that  no  entry 
on  lands  should  be  permitted  after  an 
adverse  possession  of  twenty  years ;  and  as 
no  entry  could  be  made,  no  action  of 
ejectment  could  be  maintained  ;  and  that 
was  then  the  ordinary  mode  of  trying  titles 
to  land,  80  that  no  possessor  of  lands 
could  have  his  title  to  them  impeached  in 
that  form  of  proceeding  after  that  lapse  of 
time.  Possession  for  twenty  years  was, 
therefore,  a  title  to  lands,  but  not  an 
absolute  title,  for,  according  to  the  limit- 
ations contained  in  the  Statute  of  Henry 
8th,  any  real  action  might  be  tried,  and 
the  party  tunied  out  of  possession  after 
that  time.  This  limited  remedy  of  a  real 
action,  or  an  action  upon  a  claim  of  right, 
and  not  of  mere  possession,  was  only  ap- 
plicable in  certain  cases.  It  was  not  ap- 
plicable where  land  was  held  under  wills, 
or  by  the  provisions  of  marriage  settle- 
ments, nor  to  cases  where,  in  the  language 
of  the  land,  there  had  been  no  seisin ;  it 
was  not  applicable  to  cases  of  dower,  of 
escheat,  or  of  waste,  and  to  a  variety  of 
other  cases  which  it  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  particularise ;  nor  did  it  apply  to 
cases  of  equitable  title,  and  therefore  their 
Lordships  would  perceive  the  incongruity 
of  the  law  as  it  now  stood.  Besides  this, 
it  was  not  applicable  to  cases  of  limit- 
ations by  fines.  If  a  party  who  had  gained 
a  wrongful  possession  of  lands  levied  a 
fine  on  these  lands,  after  a  non-claim  of 
five  years  subsequent  to  the  levying  of  the 
fine,  his  title  was  complete.  The  system 
of  levying  fines  was  enacted  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  7th,  in  consequence  of  the  fre- 
quent changes  in  the  possession  of  estates 
during  the  wars  of  York  and  Lancaster. 
This  short  period  of  possession  which  was 
to  constitute  a  limitation,  proceeded  on 
the  fiction  of  laws  that  fines  were  so 
notorious  a  mode  of  proceeding,  that  they 
might  be  considered  a  notice  to  all  the 
parties  interested  to  come  forward  and 
put  in  their  claims ;  but  though  such  was 
the  fiction  of  the  law,  it  was  well  known— 
at  least  in  the  present  day — that  the  fact 
was  not  so  in  practice.  He  had  stated 
these  things  to  their  Lordships  in  order  to 
show  that  it  was  a  principle  of  the  English 
law  to  quiet  titles,  but  that  the  operation 
of  that  principle  was  at  this  moment  de- 
fective. The  remedies  which  tbe  law  gave 


for  the  recovery  of  estates  or  for  d^feniiiQ^ 
the  possession  of  them,  were  at  ▼ariaoce 
among  themselves  and  iuconsistent  witk 
each  other,  and  they  did  not  cooh 
prehend  all  persons  and  all  descriptiou 
of  property.  This  Bill  was  ititrodoced 
to  remedy  that  defect,  by  laying  down 
one  uniform  and  consistent  rule.  Thai 
object  was  to  be  efifected  by  legislat- 
ing in  this  way,  by  providing  that  after  a 
certain  time  the  party  holding  adverself 
should  thereby  have  an  indefeasible  title 
to  ^he  property.  There  were  several 
advantages  in  adopting  such  a  rule.  The 
first  was,  that  it  would  quiet  the  title  to 
lands ;  the  next  wa» — which  was  not  aa 
immaterial  consideration — that  it  would 
give  security  in  possession,  and,  conse- 
quently, ease  in  letting,  and  facility  in 
conveying,  property  .The  material  question, 
then,  was  that  which  had  engaged  the 
anxious  attention  of  the  Common  Law 
Commissioners — what  period  of  adverse 
possession  should  render  the  right  of  the 
possessor  indefeasible  ?  They  had  at  last  de- 
termined that  a  period  of  twenty  years 
should  be  adopted,  and  this  Bill  was 
framed  on  that  rule.  They  recommended 
that  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  adverse 
possessor  of  land  should  be  considered  to 
have  acquired  an  indefeasible  title,  and 
after  that  time  he  should  not  be  liable  by  any 
process  of  law  to  be  expelled  from  his 
property.  He  thought  that  the  Commis- 
sioners had  come  to  a  right  conclusion  in 
the  limitation  they  recommended  to  be 
adopted.  They  had  for  a  long  time  been 
divided  in  their  choice  between  a  period 
of  twenty  and  of  thirty  years,  and  they 
had  finally  chosen  the  former.  In  the 
first  place  twenty  years  was  the  period 
fixed  by  the  Statute  of  James  as  that  after 
which  no  action  of  ejectment  shquld  be 
brought.  Now,  within  the  operation  of 
the  action  by  ejectment  was  comprehended 
the  great  majority  of  titles  in  the  country 
for  the  proceeding  by  real  action  was 
limited  to  a  certain  number  of  cases  only. 
If  twenty  years  adverse  possession  was 
sufficient  in  the  time  of  James  1st  to 
defeat  an  action  of  ejectment,  be  thought, 
considering  the  increased  facility  of  com- 
munication, and  the  increased  intelligence 
of  the  country,  their  Lordships  would  be 
of  opinion  that  that  period  would  propeHy 
be  applicable  now  to  all  the  modes  of 
trying  titles  in  the  country.  Another 
consideration  which  made  the  Commis- 

oiQners  adopt  the  period  of  twenty  yean 
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was,  that  that  was  the  term  admitted  as  a 
limitation  in  Courts  of  Equity.    By  the 
rales  of  those  Courts  no  suit  for  lands 
could  be  instituted  there  after  the  expira- 
tion of  twenty  years,  except  in  cases  of 
fraud,    and    in    others    which    it    was 
not    necessary  for    him    particularly  to 
advert  to ;  and  as  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  property  of  the  country  was  subject  to 
trusts,  and  liable  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Courts  of  Equity,  it  was  convenient  that 
the  same  rules  should  be  applicable  in 
similar  circumstances  in  those  Courts  and 
in  Courts  of  I^w.     He  had  already  stated 
among  the  advantages  contemplated  by 
the  present  Bill  that  of  quieting  titles. 
Anotner  advantage  connected  with  that 
was  this :  A  person  selling  an  estate  was 
obliged  to  make  out  a  good  title  for  sixty 
years.    If  there  had  been  many  changes 
of   possession    during    that    time,    the 
abstract  would  be  most  voluminous,  and 
the  expense  consequently  enormous,  and 
all  that  expense  might  probably  arise  from 
what  had  taken  place  in  the  earlier  period 
of  the  term.     By  the  change  now  pro- 
posed, conveyances  of  property  would  be 
rendered  considerably  cheaper — an  object 
which,  in  a  commercial  country  like  this, 
it  was  most  desirable  to  attain.    Another 
beneficial    consequence  of   the  measure 
would  be,  that  all  trials  of  title  to  lands 
would  in  future  be  by  actions  of  eject- 
ment.   That  form  of  action  was,  of  all 
others  relating  to  the  titles  to  land,  the 
roost  simple  and  the  least  expensive.  The 
old  forms  used  in  real  actions  were  anti- 
quated,   obsolete,    technical,  and    little 
understood.    These  forms  would  now  be 
abolished.     By  turning  to  page  14  of  the 
Bill  their  Lordships  would  see,  that  the 
following  processes  were  abolished..'  Writ 
'  of  right  patent,  writ  of  right  ^utaefommus 
'  remisU  curiam^  writ  of  right  in  capites 
'  writ  of  right  in  London,  writ  of  right 
'  close,  writ  of  right  de  rationabile  parte, 
'  writ  of  right  of  advowson,  writ  of  right 
'  upon  disclaimer,  writ  de  rationabilU>us 

*  divisiSt  writ  of  right  of  ward,  writ  de 
'  contuetudinibus  et  seii;i/its,  writ  of  cessa^ 
'  vU,  writ  of  escheat,  writ  of  quo  jure,  writ 
'  of  secta  ad  tnolendinum,  writ  de  essendo 

*  tpdelum  de  theolomoJ  He  had  read 
about  one-fourth  only  of  the  writs  to  be 
abolished.  He  need  not  enter  further 
into  detaib.  He  would  only  add,  that 
there  were  certain  cases  in  which  claim- 
ants, labouring  under  disabilities  to  sue, 
sucli  as  infancy,  lunacy,  coverture^  etc. 


would  still  have  their  rights  reserved' 
to  them,  ten  years  additional  being  allowed 
them  before  an  adverse  possession  was 
held  to  bar  their  claims.  There  was^ 
one  other  subject  on  which  it  was  now 
necessary  that  he  should  say  a  word — he 
meant  thatof  claims  in  cases  of  advowsons. 
The  limitation  he  had  mentioned  was  not 
applicable  to  the  case  of  this  important 
and  valuable  property.  Advowsons  could 
only  be  contested  in  cases  of  vacancy. 
Now,  a  vacancy  might  not  occur  within  a 
period  of  twenty  years.  For  the  purpose 
of  giving  a  reasonable  limitation,  another 
period  was  adopted  with  regard  to  advow- 
sons. That  period  was  a  term  of  three 
lives,  or  three  incumbrances,  provided  that 
they  extended  to  sixty  years,  and  if  not, 
then  a  period  of  sixty  years ;  but  in  no 
case  was  the  limitation  to  exceed  100 
years,  although  the  three  lives,  or  three 
incumbrances  might  go  beyond  that  term. 
Having  thus  made  their  Lordships  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  and  object  of 
the  Bill,  he  should  not  say  anything  about 
the  details  of  it,  as  he  thought  that  it 
would  be  better  to  discuss  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  now,  and  the  details  might  be 
considered  at  a  future  time  in  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Lord  Wynford  suggested,  that  the 
House  should  now  merely  go  into 
Committee  pro  forma,  and  the  discussion 
upon  the  details  be  taken  on  Thursday 
next. 

The  Earl  of  Eldon  was  anxious  to  have 
time  to  look  into  the  Bill  before  the  House 
went  into  a  Committee.  He  was  ready  to 
admit,  that  it  might  be  desirable  to  adopt 
the  same  period  of  limitation  in  Courts  of 
Law  and  Equity,  but  he  thought  that 
some  provision  should  be  made  for  those 
cases  in.  which  the  twenty  years'  adverse 
possession  was  now  about  to  expire ;  and 
might  expire  before  the  parties  could  have 
the  opportunity  of  putting  in  their  claims 
so  as  to  bar  the  limitation.  In  the  desire 
to  alter  the  law,  these  things  did  not  seem 
to  be  sufficiently  considered ;  and  when 
he  looked  to  the  measures  then  before 
that  and  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
having  for  their  object  most  extensive 
alterations  in  the  existing  laws,  it  appeared 
to  him  that  professional  men,  if  those 
measures  were  carried,  would  have  to 
begin  their  legal  studies  over  again.  So 
numerous  were  the  alterations  contemplated 
with  respect  to  landed  property,  that  it 
would  be  soon  necessary,  when  a  gentle- 
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roan  went  to  amuse  himself  on  his  estate 
in  the  ootintry,  to  take  an  expert  solicitor 
and  a  clever  barrister  with  him  to  inspect 
his  title-deeds,  and  ascertain  the  validity 
of  his  rights. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  admitted  the 
diflicalty  started  by  the  noble  and  learned 
Earl,  but  said,  that  that  must  always  be 
the  case  when  Statutes  of  Limitation  were 
introduced.  He  did  not  see  how  that 
difficulty  couhl  be  avoided,  for  if  time 
were  given  before  this  Bill  came  into  oper- 
ation, the  effect  would  be  to  bring  a 
number  of  worth  less  and  unfounded  claims 
into  the  Courts,  brought  there  fbr  the  sole 
purpose  of  avoiding  the  operation  of  the 
Bill.  This  evil  had  been  felt  in  passing 
Lord  Tenterden's  Bill,  but  there  was  no 
attempt  made  to  avoid  it,  and  indeed  it 
was  distinctly  stated  by  Mr*  Baron  Hul- 
lock,  at  York,  that  the  Bill  was  intended 
to  have  the  effect  of  inducing  men  to  bring 
actions  at  once.  He  really  could  nut 
agree  with  what  had  been  asserted  by  the 
noblQ  and  learned  Lord  (Lord  Eldon), 
that  if  these  Bills  were  allowed  to  pass, 
every  title  in  the  country  would  be  altered. 
The  Fines  and  Recoveries  Bill,  he  had  no 
doubt  would  make  conveyancing  much 
less  tedious,  and  much  less  expensive.  On 
another  Bili,that  for  altering  the  law  relative 
to  debtor  and  creditor,  to  which  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  had  alluded,  he  confessed 
he  had  strong  opinions*  The  present  law 
he  had  long  considered  as  at  once  unjust 
and  insufficient,  and  the  Bill  which  had 
been  brought  into  the  other  House,  he  had 
great  hopes  would  materially  improve  it. 
In  vindication  of  the  Government,  he 
thought  it  right  to  state,  that  the  subject 
had  been  opened  by  him  more  than  a  year 
ago,  when  he  presented  the  Report  of  the 
I^w  Commissioners  to  their  Lordships. 
They  certainly  had  been  in  no  great  hurry 
since  in  their  proceedings ;  but  with  in- 
terests so  varied  and  so  complicated  to 
deal  with,  it  was  most  desirable  they 
should  be  wary  in  their  conduct.  This 
was  the  reason  why  the  Bill  was  not  to  be 
pressed  this  Session — that  the  community 
at  large  min^ht  have  ample  time  to  discuss 
its  provisions ;  for  though  a  vast  deal  of 
information  was  already  before  the  public 
from  the  Law  Commissioners,  still  the 
mere  existence  of  a  document  was  not 
sufficient  to  command  attention  to  the 
subject  of  it.  He  was  quite  sure,  how- 
ever, after  what  had  now  passed  there, 
and  what  occurred  the  previous  evening  in 


the  other  House,  that  a  fitftUor  m  imnr- 
tant  to  all  parties,  creditora  mn  weH  m 
debtors,  laymen  as  well  as  lawywn,  wodd, 
between  this  and  tho  neat  Sesirioii,  toeehe 
fhora  tho  public  the  most  ample  tod  OHttOfe 
consideration.  He  found,  from  a  cocasmi- 
nication  just  made  to  him,  that  bio  faoa. 
and  learned  friend  the  Solk^itor  Qenetil 
did  state  in  the  other  House  of  ParlnnDent 
an  intention  of  passing  the  Bill  be  hid 
just  alluded  to,  during  the  conrae  of  the 
present  Session.  Itwas  the  intention  of  his 
hon.and  learned  fViend,  he  had  udderBtoocI, 
to  open  the  Bill  with  the  view  of  not 
passing  it  during  the  present  Seasion,  bat 
as  it  was  the  wish  of  several  hon.  Monben 
of  the  other  House  that  the  meaaare 
should  pass,  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
had  yielded  to  their  aoUcitatHiusi  and  had 
opened  the  Bill  ai  now  stated.  His  (the 
Lord  Chancellor's)  opinion,  however,  still 
was,  that  it  would  have  been  a  better 
course  to  have  introduced  tlie  Bill»  and 
let  it  stand  over  till  another  Seaaloti. 

The  Earl  of  Eldon  again  refbrsid  to 
the  several  measures  before  Pariiatnent 
for  the  alteration  of  the  laws  relating  to 
real  property.  Ha  objected  etpeoially  lo 
the  Bill  for  altering  the  law  of  cnrteay,  and 
to  the  Bill  for  rendering  realpropertv  assets 
in  all  cases  for  the  payment  of  sioipU  con- 
tract craditors;  measures  which  he  oon« 
ceived,  if  carried  into  effect,  would  produce 
alterations  more  injurious,  and  certaiolv 
more  extensive,  than  those  who  ptofMiMd 
the  measures  had  any  idea  of. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  was  sorry  to  hoar 
that  his  noble  and  learned  friend's  (Lord 
Eldon)  objections  to  the  Bill  for  rendering 
real  estates  assets  for  the  paymnnl  of 
simple  contract  debts  condnoed  un* 
abated.  As  their  Lordsbipt  mi^^  pro* 
bably,  conceive,  however,  that  tney  bad 
had  sufficient  discussion  on  the  laws 
relating  to  real  property  for  one  eveninfr; 
he  had  no  objection  to  let  that  Bill  atamt 
over  until  Thursday  night  neat.  At  a 
more  convenient  time  he  should  alao 
be  happy  to  meet  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed 
alteration  as  to  the  law  of  curteay.  Hp 
should  only  say  now,  that  he  believed  hit 
noble  friend's  apprehensions  as  to  tlu* 
evils  which  might  result  from  the  ptopoeed 
alterations  were  greatly  exaggerated. 

Lord  Lyndhuni  said,  he  had  a  striking 
exemplification  of  the  probable  effects  m 
the  Bill  rendering  real  property  assets  for 
the  payment  of  debts  in  a  case  which  cane 


70T  InqwH  mi  CutUif^  {JuKS  14} 


A^oumid  Dabaii, 


798 


before  him  that  day.  A  ereditor  filed  a 
bill  ia  eqttity  lo  recover  a  debt  of  64/., 
chaii^  u|X>n  a  real  estate,  and  the  costs 
of  the  suit  amounted  to  1,200/t  Now  it 
was  precisely  the  same  machinery  which 
had  operated  this  resnlt  with  which  the 
proposed  law  was  to  be  carried  into  effect ; 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  very  competent 
persons,  unless  some  new  machinery  was 
devised,  if  the  Legislature  passed  that  Bill, 
it  would  inflict  ft  great  curse  upon  the 
country. 

Bill  committed  pro  forma^  and  to  be 
recommitted. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday,  June  14,  1833. 

Mnrvra.!  Papcn  ordcredi  On  tlM  Motion  of  If  r.  Prark, 
an  Account  of  the  Nuiabar  and  Value  of  Country  Banken 
Notes  Stamped  hi  each  quarter  of  a  year,  Atmi  January, 
iHfS,  to  iaaumry,  18SS.— Onthc  Mockm  of  Hr.  Rutmrtii, 
aa  Aeaount  of  Iha  Amouiit  of  Otaiid  Jnry  Cam  of  eadi 
Parish  in  the  City  of  Dublin,  during  the  last  wven  yeark 
-^On  the  Motion  df  Mr.  tturr,  aa  Aconunt  of  all  the 
Suan  neelvBl  and  dMmmd  by  the  Ttiatty  Hrnua  of 
Hull,  4mim%  the  hni  Ian  ye*k 

Bilh.  Read  a  aeoond  time;— I^atkmal  Debt}  Parish  Ap- 
|irentioeship;  Drainage  Rates  Recovery  {  ParoehUI  Rates 


Petitions  maaiiladi  9y  Gipteia  Cs>nrTini»  ftnn  Stafltnd* 
for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery.— By  Mr.  Pkasb,  fVom  Mal- 
bridge,  t)uiham,  agnlnft  the  General  Register  Bill. 

IifQtfEaT  Oft  CirLt«KY««-»A]>jotrni<rRD  Die- 
BATir.]  The  Speaker  said,  that  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House  was,  that  the  Peti. 
tkm  |ir#sented  by  the  hon.  member  for  Bath 
(lo  lie  ttfion  the  Tnble. 

Mr.  Macieod  said,  that  he  had  not  the 
benefit  of  much  parliamentary  experience, 
but  from  the  little  he  knew,  he  should  infer 
that  It  was  not  at  all  the  practice  of  the 
House  to  rcoeive  such  petitions  as  the  one 
under  discussion.  If  the  House  counte- 
nanced the  reception  of  apetitlon  from  Jurors, 
canplaining  that  their  verdict  had  been  set 
aside  by  a  superior  Court,  it  might  next 
expect  to  be  addrcMed  by  the  Master  of  the 
HnlU,  complaining  that  a  decree  of  his 
Ooiirt  had  been  reversed  by  the  decision  of  a 
superior  Court  upon  appeal.  It  had  boon 
argued  that  there  was  nothing  to  identify 
the  parties  aMerobled  in  Calthorpe^treet, 
with  those  who  isHued  the  placard  calling 
the  meeting  tomther ;  but  he  was  of  opin. 
itm,  that  the  Government  was  bound  to 
believe,  that  the  intentions  of  the  meeting, 
snil  the  feeling  of  the  meeting,  were  to  be 
found  in  that  plocanl  What  was  Govern* 
ment  to  do  then,  Innwing  as  it  did  that 
the  meeting  would  tulte  place  ?  It  might 
be  said,  that  Government  could  have  taken 


one  of  several  courses,  and  one  course  wns» 
to  do  nothing  at  alL  [^Cheers}  Was  he  to 
understend  by  thosecheen  that  Government 
should  have  done  nothing?  But  then, 
supposing  that  no  notice  IimI  been  taken  of 
the  meeting-^suppodng  an  immense  multi- 
tude of  people  had  assembled— supposing 
it  had  then  l)cen  found  necessary  to  call  out 
a  large  military  force — and  supposing  the 
military  had  come  into  contact  with  the 
people,  and  that  much  blood  had  been 
shed  and  many  lives  lost — who  would  have 
been  so  loud  in  condemning  the  inactivity 
of  Government  as  the  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  ?  It  was  said 
the  meeting  was  ccmtemptible,  so  was  the 
oonspirocy  of  Hilstlewood  contemptible; 
but  it  was  not  the  less  proper  that  such 
conspiracies  and  meetings  should  be  sup. 
pressed,  and  not  the  less  just  that  such  men 
should  be  punished.  Ir  Government  had 
taken  no  steals  to  prevent  or  disperse  the 
meeting,  one  of  two  opinions  would  have 
been  odopted  by  the  people-^'either  that  the 
meeting  was  legal,  or  that  the  Government 
was  too  weak  to  prevent  the  meeting  fh)m 
taking  place  $  eitner  of  which  would  have 
had  a  lamentable  efibct.  If  the  ground 
had  been  pre*occupied  by  the  poKce,  what 
would  have  prevented  the  advanced  guard 
of  the  meeting  iVom  taking  another  pnsi. 
tion,  for  choosing  another  open  piece  of 
ground  ?  It  was,  he  contended,  not  only 
the  duty  of  the  GoYomment  to  dispene  the 
meeting,  but  to  take  the  ringleaders  into 
custody;  and  he  was  convinced,  from  all 
he  hod  heard,  that  the  interference  of  the 
policemen  had  prsventod  much  mischief. 
The  blow  whicb  killed  Culley  was  struck 
with  a  deadly  wea|)on,  while  that  man  was 
discharging  his  duty*  He  lamented  that 
the  eloquence  of  the  hon.  member  for  Dub- 
lin had  been  exercised  in  Justifying  the 
verdict  of  justifiable  homicide  which  had 
been  given  by  the  Jury.  It  was  clear  to 
him,  mm  the  evidence,  that  Culley  had 
not  exercised  any  unbecoming  violence  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty.  Being  of  that 
opinion,  he  concurred  entirely  with  the 
line  of  conduct  adopted  by  his  Majesty's 
MinistcTB  in  taking  proceedings  to  set  aside 
the  verdict. 

Sir  Sawrnel  Wkalley  said,  the  greater 
part  of  the  Jury  were  personally  known  to 
him,  and  he  felt  confident  they  were  men 
who  would  act  nmscientiously  upon  their 
oath,  and  that  they  had  given  in  this 
venlict  simply  u|ion  the  evidence  laid  be- 
fore them.  If,  however,  it  was  possible  to 
believe  that  the  verdict  was  against  evidence, 
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it  still  appeared  to  him  that  Government 
ought  to  act  with  caution  in  any  attempt  to 
set  that  verdict  aside^  after  the  deliheration 
that  had  heen  given  to  the  subject  by  the 
Jury.  He  thought  no  defence  could  be 
set  up  for  the  course  which  Government 
had  pursued^  and  therefore  thought  himself 
justified  in  impugning  it.  He  was  as 
anxious  as  any  man  could  be  to  preserve  the 
institutions  and  peace  of  the  country ;  but 
in  his  opinion  the  conduct  of  Ministers  was 
more  ccdculated  to  increase  disquiet  than 
insure  peace.  The  meeting  was  contempt- 
ible in  every  point  of  view,  and  was  con- 
vened by  only  a  very  few  individuals ;  and 
therefore  the  Government  was  not,  in  his 
opinion,  justified  in  taking  alarm,  and  call- 
ing out  the  military  and  police.  It  was 
really  giving  a  greater  importance  to  the 
proceedings  than  they  deserved ;  for  he  was 
sure  that  the  people — ^now  that  they  had  a 
House  of  Commons  over  which  they  could 
exercise  some  control — would  never  think 
of  having  recourse  to  the  establishment  of 
a  national  convention.  He  could  not  be- 
lieve— ^looking  at  the  placard  by  which  the 
meeting  was  called — ^that  the  parties  had 
the  object  in  view  which  some  persons  at- 
tributed to  them.  As  to  that  part  which 
stated  that  the  meeting  was  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  propriety  of  having  a 
national  convention,  they  all  new  that  a 
national  convention  had  been  formed  in 
one  country,  from  whose  proceedings  he 
would  say,  ^^  God  forbid  he  should  ever  see 
it  established  in  this  country.^'  A  society 
had  also  been  formed  in  the  sister  country 
for  the  same  object,  but  its  proceedings  were 
not  only  most  peaceable  but  beneficial; 
therefore,  the  meaning  of  the  words  "  na- 
tional convention,"  was  in  fact  very  dubious, 
and  it  ought  not  to  have  created  so  much 
alarm.  The  placard  also  stated  as  another 
object,  that  they  should  endeavour  to  se- 
cure the  rights  of  the  people,  and  those 
were  words  that  had  often  been  repeated 
without  objection  at  various  public  meet- 
ings, but  he  had  never  heard  that  they  im- 
plied a  subversion  of  the  Government.  He 
thought  his  Majesty's  Ministers  had  acted 
very  prejudicially ;  they  should  have  treat, 
ed  the  meeting  with  contempt,  or  at  most 
have  provided  a  force  which  would  have 
prevented  a  great  number  of  persons  from 
assembling.  Some  time  ago  he  had  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  an  individual  who 
was  wholly  unconnected  with  the  proceed, 
ings;  but  who,  in  returning  home  from 
his  labour,  was  knocked  down,  and  had  his 
head  cut  open.    He  would  ask  the  legal 
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would  have  been  the  verdUct  if  that  toul 
had  been  killed  under  such  circunutaaon? 
The  Jury,  as  it  appeared  to  kim^  oouM 
have  retutned  no  other  verdict  than  murder. 
Then,  was  it  prudent,  was  it  right,  wask 
sensible,  of  the  Government  to  place  theoi- 
selves  in  that  position  when  their  act*^ 
were  liable  to  such  misinterpretation.  He 
could  not  silently  allow  the  privileges  (rf* 
Englishmen,  the  rights  of  the  people,  to  be 
interfered  with  ;  but  in  this  case  not  only 
was  the  Coroner's  Inquisition  set  aside,  biit 
the  Government  took  upon  themselves  to 
impugn  the  verdict  of  the  Jury.  At  lease 
they  ought  to  take  measures  to  have  ano. 
ther  inquest,  so  that,  at  all  events,  the 
cause  of  the  death  of  the  policeman  should 
not  be  left  in  doubt,  and  the  people  be  ig- 
norant whether  to  call  it  morder  or  man- 
slaughter. He  believed  that  upon  the  occa- 
sion  the  Coroner  had  not  acted  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  a  Coroner  ought  to  act  His 
duty  was  to  have  pointed  out  to  the  Jury 
the  law  of  the  case.  In  place  of  doingr  m^ 
he  throughout  showed  a  strong  party  fueling 
in  suppressing  part  of  the  evidence  which 
was  brought  before  him.  Even  Colond  de 
Roos  said,  the  people  were  very  quiet,  widi 
the  exception  of  a  few  stones  being  thrown, 
and  in  his  opinion,  there  would  have  been 
no  disturbance  had  the  police  not  made  an 
attack  upon  the  people.  Now,  if  the  Coro- 
ner had  acted  properly,  lie  would  have  ex- 
plained to  the  Jury  the  difl&renoe  of  the 
law,  as  applied  to  the  various  degrees  uf 
guilt,  in  the  case,  and  the  verdict  which 
the  evidence  would  bear  out.  So  fiir  firon 
attempting  that,  he  wished  to  throw  out  a 
part  of  the  verdict.  He  might  have  drawn 
it  up  in  such  a  ,way  as  would  have  defied 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench  to  have  aet  it 
aside.  He  had  considered  it  his  duty  to 
say  so  much  in  vindication  of  the  Jioy, 
some  of  whom  he  knew  to  be  moat  honour. 
able  men,  and  in  his  opinion  they  had  acted 
most  conscientiously. 

Mr.  PryTne  did  not  consider  that  the 
question  now  was,  whether  the  Coroner 
had  done  his  duty  or  not ;  and,  thoogh  be 
was  to  admit  that  Government  had  not 
token  the  proper  steps  to  prevent  the  meet- 
ing, still,  he  thought  it  was  their  duty  to 
disabuse  the  public  mind  of  the  idea  that  a 
policeman,  acting  in  the  diachar^^  of  hit 
duty,  might  be  slain  with  impumty,  even 
though  he  had  exceeded  the  line  of  that 
duty.  At  all  events  the  killing  of  Cnlky 
amounted  to  manslaughter,  as  wm  proved 
by  the  judgment  of  Chief  Justice  Beat,  In 
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a  ctm  al  Hertfad^  where  a  polke  officer 
had  a  warrant  against  an  individual  for  a 
miadBBieanory  ana  mistaking  his  duty^  broke 
open  a  door  and  was  shot.  There  Mr. 
Justice  Best  said^  though  a  charge  of  mur- 
der could  not  he  supported,  it  was  a  clear 
case  of  manalaughter.  Under  those  cir- 
cumstances it  was  clearly  the  duty  of  Go- 
vernment to  have  acted  as  they  had  done, 
and  by  applying  to  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  have  the  verdict  set  aside.  As  the 
matter  had  already  obtained  so  much  pub- 
licity, he  did  not  see  any  reason  for  sum- 
moning a  new  Jury.  It  was  perfectly 
unnecessary.  With  regard  to  the  finding 
of  the  inquisition,  every  body  knew  that  a 
person  guilty  of  such  an  offence  as  this 
never  was  tried  upon  that  inquisition. 

Mr.  Hardv  rose  rather  to  put  it  to  the 
Hou^e  than  jor  any  other  purpose,  whether 
it  could  be  useful  and  profitable  to  proceed 
with  the  discussion  ?  The  proceeding  prin^. 
cipally  oomidained  of  was  not  a  proceeding 
that  tended  to  destroy  Trial  by  Jury — ^it 
was  merely  the  setting  aside  of  an  illegal 
veidict,  which  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
was  bound  to  do  upon  its  beinff  brought 
before  it.  The  petitioners  stated,  that  the 
proceeding  was  calculated  to  bring  Trial  by 
Jury  into  discredit,  and  they  prayed  that 
steps  might  be  taken  to  prevent  that.  He 
knew  Bot  what  steps  could  be  taken,  even 
if  the  petitioners'  premises  were  right. 
The  House  had  now  been  discussing  this 
subject  for  nearly  two  days,  and  he  was 
quite  sure  that*  after  all,  it  could  only  lead 
to  a  most  fruitless  result.  If  the  conduct 
of  Government,  on  this  occasion,  was  to  be 
called  into  question,  that  ought  to  be  done 
on  a  specific  modon,  of  which  due  notice 
ought  to  be  given.  It  would  not  do  at  all 
times  to  treat  such  a  meeting  as  this  with 
contempt.  Every  one  must  know,  that  the 
meeting  of  1780  was  too  long  treated  with 
contempt.  If  the  conduct  of  the  Coroner 
was  to  be  impugned,  it  ought  also  to  be 
by  a  specific  motion.  The  Jury  had  com- 
mitted an  error,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  verdict  had  been  set  ande  ["  No,  no, 
ii  wa$  the  Coroner's  error**].  He  could 
not  aQow  it  to  be  said  it  was  the  Coroner's 
onor.  The  Jury  had  subscribed  to  the 
Terdict,  that  the  policeman  was  in  the  peace 
of  God  and  the  Kin^  that  no  breach  of  the 
peace  had  beencommitted,  and  that  noofience 
had  taken  place ;  and  the  Jury  were  intelli* 
gent  enough  to  have  seen  the  discrepancy  of 
1^  if  they  had  chosen  to  look ;  and  having 
made  a  tnp,  the  Government  were  per« 
fectly  right  in  taking  advantage  of  it ;  and 
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he  hoped  the  regular  business  of  the  House 
would  now  be  suffered  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Finn  said,  tlie  bun.  Member  who 
spoke  last  had  asserted  that  there  was  no  im- 
putation cast  upon  the  Jury  ;  but  how  could 
such  a  statement  be  made,  when  it  was 
notorious,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had 
issued  a  Proclamation  offering  a  reward  for 
the  conviction  of  the  murderer  of  CuUey—* 
thus  stamping  the  name  of  murderer  on  a 
man  whom  the  Jury  had  declared  to  have 
been  justified  in  what  he  had  done  ?  He 
thought  that  the  conduct  of  the  Coroner 
throughout  the  whole  transaction  was  ex- 
tremely  .culpable.  The  Coroner  had  at- 
tempted to  influence  the  decision  of  the 
Jury,  and  during  the  inquest  he  had  done 
all  in  his  power  to  promote  the  selection 
of  such  evidence  as  would  be  likely  to  lead 
to  a  verdict  of  murder.  In  fact,  it  was 
evident  that  the  Coroner  was  grossly  partial, 
and  no  doubt,  in  preparing  the  verdict,  he 
had  kept  back  the  first  part  from  the  Jury. 
The  House  should  remember  that  it  had 
been  called  upon  to  enact  despotism  in  Ire* 
land  upon  the  verdict  of  the  Jury  at  Car- 
rickshock;  and  yet  an  hon.  friend  of  his, 
who  was  present  at  that  i^iquest,  declared, 
that  upon  the  same  evidence,  he  should 
have  brought  in  the  same  verdict.  He  ad- 
mitted the  general  praiseworthy  conduct  of 
the  police,  and  regretted  that  they  should 
have  been  brought  into  disrepute  by  the 
Government.  It  seemed  as  if  the  Govern* 
ment  set  their  faces  against  popular  verdicts^ 
and  would  only  maintain  such  as  were  in 
accordance  with  their  own  views ;  but  he 
implored  Ministers  to  take  a  different 
course,  and  at  least  not  fall  into  the  errors 
and  vices  which  had  been  committed  in 
Ireland  for  the  mere  purpose  of  upholding 
their  subordinates  in  the  false  steps  they 
had  taken. 

Colonel  Evans  quite  agreed  with  the 
hon.  member  for  Bradford  in  the  impolicy 
of  the  House  entering  into  a  le^  or 
judicial  discussion  on  the  subject  at  the 
present  moment ;  but  with  respect  to  tlie 
conduct  of  the  Executive  Government,  he 
must  confess  he  thought  it  a  fair  subject 
for  discussion.  There  was  a  disposition  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  to  throw  blame 
on  the  Jury,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  it 
from  the  Coroner;  now,  in  his  opioion, 
if  any  blame  was  to  be  attached  to  either 
party,  it  was  most  decidedly  upon  the 
Coroner,  and  not  upon  the  Jury.  Whatever 
the  results  of  the  trial  might  be  against 
the  different  parties  who  had  taken  part  in 
the  meeting,  he  thought  the  House  ought 
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to  take  the  oondttct  of  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment into  connderation^  and  give  its 
opinion  upon  it. 

Mr.  Rotch  deprecated  the  attack  that 
had  been  made  upon  the  Coroner,  without 
any  notice  whatever  having  been  ffiven 
to  that  individual  or  his  friends.  With 
le^uxl  to  Ministers^  the  thing  stood  upon  a 
different  footing;  the  present  discussion 
having  been  brought  forward  upon  an  un- 
derstanding with  them.  With  respect  to 
the  Coroner^  he  never  could  believe,  that 
the  charges  which  had  been  made  against 
him  were  true.  He  had  the  honour  of 
knowing  him  personally,  and  he  would 
take  upon  himself  to  assert,  that  a  more 
honest,  conscientious,  and  upright  man  did 
not  exist.  He  could  not  for  his  life  see 
anything  more  in  his  conduct,  than  that  he 
was  astounded  at  the  illegal  conduct  of  the 
Jury,  and  had  endeavoured,  if  possible,  to 
prevail  upon  them  to  record  a  legal  verdict. 
Hon.  Members,  instead  of  making  these 
idde-wind  sort  of  charges  against  the 
Coroner,  should  come  forward  with  a 
specific  charge  against  him,  as  that  would 
put  the  Coroner  upon  his  defence ;  and  he 
oould  assure  the  Houie,  that  he  would 
be  the  last  man  to  defend  the  Coroner 
if  he  thought  that  officer  had  acted  im- 
properly. In  conclusion,  the  hon.  Member 
deprecated  such  a  discussion  at  the  present 
moment,  however  much  some  hon.  Members 
might  feel  gratified  in  making  long  speeches 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Cobbeti  said,  with  respect  to  im« 
pugning  the  conduct  of  the  Coroner,  he 
begged  to  remark,  that  it  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  hon.  member  for  Bath  that 
that  Gentleman's  conduct  had  come  before 
the  I^Iouse ;  the  Jury  had  petitioned  the 
House  in  their  own  defence,  and  in  the  de. 
fence  of  their  own  character;  and  they 
prayed  the  House  not  to  suifer  a  precedent 
to  be  laid  down  which  would  be  injurious 
to  the  Trial  by  Jury.  In  defence  of  the 
Government  and  of  his  own  conduct  in 
applying  to  quash  the  inquisition,  the 
learned  Solicitor  General  had  produced  the 
inquisition  of  the  Coroner  to  justify  the 
steps  he  had  taken.  If  he  had  not  done 
that,  the  Coroner's  conduct  would  never 
have  been  brought  in  question.  If  the 
hon.  Cientleman  (Mr.  Rotch),  who  was 
a  friend  of  the  Coroner's,  wished  to  take  his 
part,  he  must  throw  the  blame  on  the 
Solicitor  General,  and  not  on  the  hon. 
member  for  Bath.  If  the  hon.  member 
for  Cambridge  (Mr.  Pryme)  hail  been 
in  the  House  yesterday,  he  would  have 


heard  the  dear  and  satnfaotonr  fstatcownt 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Kidderminster 
(Mr.  Godson),  whose  axgument  wm  the 
most  convincing  that  the  conduct  of  the 
Jury  and  their  verdict  were  proper,  and 
that  it  was  the  fault  of  the  Coroner,  is 
not  drawing  the  inquisition  in  a  proper 
form;  therefore  it  was,  that  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench  had  been  called  on  to 
quash  it.  He  (Mr.  Cobbett)  confeased 
that  he  did  not  perfectly  undentand  die 
subject  until  he  heard  that  bon«  Membo^s 
speech.  He  wished  now  to  observe  tipon 
what  the  learned  Solicitor  Gesteral  aaid 
about  the  people,  and  he  regretted  that 
that  Gentleman  was  not  preeent.  He 
had  the  greatest  respect  for  that  Ium.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  because  he  believed 
him  to  be  a  humane  and  just  man.  He 
had  yesterday  «tated|  thai  the  misddef  of 
that  verdict  was,  that  It  would  fill  the 
people's  minds  with  notions  daslmelive  ef 
the  peace  of  society— that  it  would  lend  to 
make  the  people  ferocious,  and  make  tbcm 
believe  that  they  might,  wheoerer  they 
chose,  kiU  a  policeman  with  perfect  im- 
puni^ ;  and  he  also  said  the  consequenoR 
liad  been  seen  already,  for  he  had  ol»erved 
it  recommended  in  the  public  papers*  that 
when  the  people  went  to  attend  public 
meetings,  they  should  go  armed  with  knives 
in  their  pockets*— the  description  of  knife 
being  what  he  (Mr.  Cobbett)  underatood  a 
stiletto  to  be,  and  he  observed,  alaq,  that 
this  was  the  first  time  auch  things  had 
been  ever  heard  of  in  England*  Ctftainly 
it  was  the  fuat  time  they  were  ever  heard 
of  in  England,  and,  indeed,  never  till  now 
had  they  heard  of  police  ofBoers  in  England 
with  dafrgers  to  their  thighs^  and  piitols  in 
their  belts  [Mr.  Lamb :  "No,  no !"].  Per- 
haps not  cm  the  present  occasion,  but  they 
had  certainly  been  armed  with  pistoia  and 
swords  once  within  the  last  twelve  months 
[Mr.  Lamb:  ''Not  pistoli !"].  He  believed 
it, was  so,  althoueh  the  hon.  Gentleman 
might  not  have  been  aware  of  the  cir- 
cumstance. However,  it  was  aomethiag 
new  in  England  to  see  peaoe-o6kers  m 
uniform,  embodied  in  companies  and  bat- 
talions, marching  in  rank  and  file,  omb- 
mandecl  by  Serjeants  and  colonels— «undcr 
the  mock  name  of  stiperiutendents.  It  was 
once  the  boast  of  Englishmen  that  we  had 
no  getis  d'armei  and  no  mouehards.  Get 
rid  of  the  gendarmerie,  and  let  us  have 
pcace^fficers  of  our  own  choosiog,  ns 
formerly;  if  not,  the  people  must  arm 
tliemnelvcs.  I'hey  might  say,  that  that 
would  be  destroying  part  of  the  institutioaa 
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of  tlie  ttntntry,  but  were  tbesD  policefmen 
snj  part  of  ihe  Constitution  of  England  ? 
Whr,  he  wns  a  grown  up  and  a  married 
mail  before  e^er  the  word  ''Police'*  was 
applied  to  a  bodf  of  men  in  England ;  even 
the  Attorney  General  might  well  recollect 
the  time  when  there  were  a  few  —  a  very 
fbw  police  Magistrates  with  their  SOOL 
a-jear,  and  their  few  Bow-street  Runners, 
as  they  were  called  in  those  days ;  but  now 
there  was  a  host  of  Magistrates,  with 
salaries  of  BOOL,  and  whole  regiments  at 
their  btek.  Yes,  whole  regiments  of  police* 
men  were  supported  by  the  parishes  of 
liOndon^-^here  was  the  parish  of  Mary-la- 
bcmne,  which  was  taxed  to  the  amount  of 
97>000JL  a.year  for  the  support  of  these 
troops,  and  yet  they  were  taken  away  from 
the  parish)  and  sent  down  to  ffuavd  the 
gentry  at  £]psom  Races.  Oh,  in  fact,  as  he 
had  often  said,  it  was  altovetber  an  abuse 
from  beginning  to  end.  He  bad  told  the 
hon.  Gei\tleman  opposite  (Mr.  Lamb),  that 
he  knew  it  was  the  IntenHou  of  Government 
tm  introduce  the  system  in  every  village  in 
Hngland,  and  he  would  now  say,  that  he 
was  very  much  mistaken  if  a  plan  of 
that  kind  was  not  now  before  them.  The 
fact  was  and  the  intention  was,  that  it  al- 
lowed the  Government  to  levy  more  taxes 
than  they  otherwise  could  do.  Then,  as  to 
the  illegality  cf  the  meeting— he  did  not 
yet  know  that  it  was  illegal  —  he  had  not 
yet  heard  one  single  prom  to  convince  him 
that  the  people  nad  not  a  perfect  right 
to  have  met  on  diat  occasion.  These  polioe 
troops  had  been  complimented,  and  com- 
plimented too,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  in 
fear.  He  would  allow,  that  there  was  cause 
for  terror,  for  in  fact  they  were  now  like 
the  momchards — the  moyckardi  of  Paris- 
half  a  dozen  men,  or  even  half  a  dosen  of 
the  Members  of  that  House,  could  scarcely 
stand  in  the  street  now,  but  one  of  them 
reated  his  long  blue  body  over  them,  peer- 
ing into  their  faces,  and  trying  to  make 
out  what  they  were  talking  about.  He 
would  tell  the  House  some  of  their  escploits, 
certainly  not  fVom  personal  experience,  but 
tt  happened  to  a  servant  of  his.  He  sent 
a  servant  of  his  from  Kensington  to  Fleet- 
street,  on  a  message.  He  got  there,  and 
was  returning  with  a  packet  of  letters,  and 
ft  happened  that  a  turkey  had  come  from 
the  coimtry,  and  he  was  bringing  it  home 
only  a  little  before  dusk.     Wen,  the  |)olioc 

saw  the  man  with  the  turkey;  and  one  of  |  where  you  might  be,  'and  where  you  were, 
them  said  to  himjielf :  ''  What!  a  poor  man  |  watched  and  d(^pi;ed  about  —  to  have  a 
with  a  turkey !— «  man  in  England  with  a  '  fellow  menacing  you  and  looking  after  you 
turkey— and  he  not  a  gentleman — ^he  must    wherever  you  go  ^     He  again  called  upon 
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be  a  thief!'*  And  had  England  really 
come  so  low,  that  a  man,  with  a  ^aeket, 
could  not  cany  a  turkey,  hot  it  was 
prim6  fade  evidence  that  he  was  a  thief? 
Well,  the  poKoeman  took  hold  of  hin^  when 
he  was  within  the  distance  of  800  yards  of 
his  master's  door;  he  instantly  told  the 
name  of  his  master  too;  but  no,  that  would 
not  do,  he  must  go  back  nearly  half  a  mile, 
to  what  they  csmSxA  their  station-house,  he 
was  kept  there  for  a  considerable  time, 
when  one  of  what  they  called  their  seijeanta 
came  in  and  broke  open  his  parcel,  when 
he  found  that  the  man's  story  was  true, 
and  they  then  let  him  go—sent  him  off* 
vrith  a  sort  of  permit,  stating  to  his  master 
that  he  had  been  detained  by  them  for  so 
long  a  time.  Oh,  how  had  England  fallen 
when  such  things  were  permitted  I  Now 
he  would  tell  them  anotber  instance  {No, 
fio/1.  ''Oh  yes  (sdd  the  hon.  Member)  but 
I  will  though."  He  had  been  in  seaports, 
in  liarracks,  and  at  many  of  what  were 
adled  low  meetings,  but  he  had  never  seen 
such  a  rude  assembly  as  that;  but  he  would 
tell  them  the  story,  and  they  must  hear 
it.  Well,  then,  he  had  two  farm  servants, 
whom  he  ordoed  to  come  to  him  early 
in  the  morning ;  they  were  doing  so,  each 
with  a  basket  swung  behind  nim  over 
a  stick.  Well,  they  were  jogging  along, 
>vhen  one  of  these  policemen  came  up  and 
said:  ''You  must  come  along  wim  me 
to  the  station-house;"  they  rather  demurred 
to  that,  and  the  fdbw  sprung  his  rattle, 
when  six  more  of  these  "  grndbrmerte " 
came  up,  but  the  two  men  were  stout, 
strong  countrymen,  and  they  drew  their 
sticks  out  of  the  baskets,  and  laid  about 
them  with  good  effect;  they  laid  three 
or  four  of  the  polioe  on  the  ground,  and 
the  others  made  the  best  of  their  way  off, 
like  prudent  men,  or  like  cowards.  He 
would  warn  the  Government,  that  that  was 
the  way  they  would  be  served  if  they 
were  sent  into  the  villages  of  England. 
But  now  supposing,  that  one  of  the  police- 
men had  been  killed,  would  any  man  have 
dared  to  say,  that  he  was  murdered  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty  ?  What  bunness 
had  they  to  meddle  with  the  men,  who 
were  only  obeying  the  orders  of  their  mas- 
ter ?  It  might  be  said :  "  Oh,  it  was  early 
in  the  morning."  So  it  was,  but  that  was 
what  he  had  ordered  them  to  do.  Now, 
was  it  not  humiliating  to  live  in  a  country 
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the  Government  to  take  a  lesson  by  what 
he  had  told  them^  and  be  content  with 
having  their  force  in  .the  metropolis. 

The  Attorney  General  said,  that  he  owed 
an  apology  to  the  House  for  his  absence 
yesterday — ^he  would  certainly  have  been 
in  his  place  when  the  matter  was  brought 
forward,  but  he  had  two  reasons  to  state 
for  his  absence.  In  the  first  place,  he 
was  yesterday  engaged  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  in  his  professional  capacity,  and 
in  the  next,  he  was  not  at  all  aware 
of  the  intention  of  the  hon.  Member 
to  present  the  petition  on  that  day. 
Mudi  had  been  said  by  hon.  Members  about 
the  weight  which  should  be  given  to  the 
verdict  of  a  Jury  —  no  man  had  more 
veneration  for  such  decisions  than  himself, 
but  much  must  depend  on  the  temper  and 
judgment  with  which  the  Jury  were 
actuated.  He  agreed  with  all  those  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  urged,  that  the  doors  of 
that  House  should  be  open  to  all  peti- 
tioners ;  but  it  was  not  a  question  as  to 
who  had  a  right  to  petition  that  House, 
but  what  could  with  propriety  be  done  by 
the  House.  In  order  to  go  into  the  merits 
of  the  case,  it  was  necessary  to  trace  the 
proceedings.  It  appeared  that  a  placard 
was  first  issued  calling  upon  the  people  to 
assemble  and  form  a  i^itional  convention. 
Now,  no  man  could  shut  his  eyes  to  the 
fact,  that  the  forming  of  a  national  conven- 
tion would  be  to  supersede  the  legislative 
functions  of  that  House.  He  thought  it 
quite  unnecessary  to  go  into  any  argument 
upon  this  question,  and  he  declined  con- 
tending against  the  assumptions  of  the  hon. 
Members  who  led  the  House  to  infer,  that 
they  were  better  acquainted  with  the  in- 
tentions of  those  who  called  the  meeting 
than  others  were.  Besides  this  placard 
there  were  other  papers  published,  to  which 
the  placard  might  be  taken  as  the  text,  and 
it  was  only  fair  to  take  these  in  connexion. 
It  was  necessary  that  the  Government 
should  be  upon  its  guard  to  preserve  the 
pfeace,  but  not  necessary  that  it  should 
swell  the  matter  into  undue  importance  by 
the  issuing  of  a  solemn  Proclamation.  A 
meeting  being  held,  he  would  appeal  to  the 
plain  sense  and  reason  of  those  who  heard 
him,  whether  it  was -not  reasonable  to  infer, 
that  the  large  meeting  so  assembled  had 
been  brought  together  by  the  placard,  or 
was,  in  other  words,  the  meeting  intended 
to  be  held  ?  What,  then,  ensued  as  respected 
the  question  before  the  House  ?  Why,  it 
was  found,  that  the  policeman  was  killed 
with  a  single  blow  by  a  weapon.      And 


here  he  mustdifier  entirety  fima  tlm  ink 
member  for  Oldham,  who  soppnaed,  that  it 
was  the  habit  of  the  people  of  this  counliy, 
when  pursuing  their  ordinary  avocaliona,  to 
be  armed  with  such  a  weapon  as  that  lUDd  to 
inflict  on  the  policeman  a  mortal  wmmd. 
It  could  not  be  credited,  that  the  lani  who 
killed  CuUey  was  engaged  in  haa  oidinaiy 
occupation,  but  that  he  went  armed  to  the 
meeting  for  the  purpose  expresaed  in  the 
placard.  It  was  a  great  mistake  for  Gen- 
tlemen who  talked  about  this  invest  to 
confine  themselves  to  one  side  of  thie  que^ 
tion.  The  Jury  had  found,  that  the  death 
of  CuUey  took  place  without  any  pxevioa 
violence  whatever.  It  was  impoasihle  for 
him,  then,  to  remove  from  his  mind  the 
full  conviction,  that  to  say  the  death  of 
that  man,  under  such  cixcumstsnoeiv  was 
justifiable  homicide— was,  undoufatedly, 
against  the  law  pf  England,  and  against 
the  plain  sense  of  every  man.  Geothemea 
said,  this  verdiet  was  an  important  doctu 
ment— -he  thought  so  too,  and  it  waa  oe 
that  account  it  had  been  submitted  to  the 
high  authority  before  which  it  had  beee 
laid.  If  Government  had  permitted  this 
document,  which  had  attracted  the  etien. 
tion  of  aU  the  people  of  En^and,  ta  remain 
unquestioned,  containing,  as  it  did,  not 
merely  the  assertion  of  a  simple  faet,  but 
the  proposition  of  law,  that  a  poiioeiiian  in 
the  King's  peace,  and  in  the  diachaige  of 
his  duty  at  a  meeting  to  which  he  had 
been  called,  was  to  be  killed  by  any  asaa 
without  having  ofiered  a  shadow  of  pro. 
vocation,  was  justifiable  homidde,  the  Go- 
vernment would  have  neglected  their  duty 
in  a  most  essential  point.  Had  the  yondict 
been  quashed  by  any  ill^al  means?  Was 
there  any  Gentleman  in  that  House  would 
say  the  Court  of  King^s  Bench  was  not  the 
proper  tribunal  into  which  it  ou^t  to  have 
been  carried  ?  And  would  any  Gentleman 
deny  the  propriety  of  bringing  it  forward 
there  [hear,hear2}  A  Gentleman oppoaite 
said  "  hear,  hear.*'  It  might  have  been 
improper  to  have  taken  it  into  the  Coiut 
of  King's  Bench,  if  that  Court  had  rduaed 
the api^ication  made  to  it;  but  theveiy 
interferoice  of  the  Court  in  quaskinff  tiie 
verdict  showed  it  to  have  been  an  iuegal 
verdict,  and  that  it  was  the  dotv  of  those 
who  brought  it  there  so  to  have  dona*  For 
his  part,  he  was  a  very  humble  individual, 
and  his  opinion  entided  to  very  little  re. 
spect ;  but  he  did  conceive,  in  conaequeooe 
of  the  reports  he  heard  throuffhout  the 
town  of  the  nature  of  that  inqoisitioD,  it  ta 
be  his  duty  to  call  for  the  docuaimt»  and 
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hftvingieoeived  it>  upon  a  consoltatiod  with 
bit  hon.  and  learned  colleague,  they  had 
Gome  to  the  condusion,  that  it  was  their 
bounden  duty,  unless  they  meant  entirely 
to  siumber  in  their  legal  office,  to  bring  the 
suhjeol  befcne  the  Court  of  King's  Boich. 
Gofemawnt  had  taken  that  course  which 
the  ]aw  pointed  out|  and  the  consequence 
wasy  that  the  King^s  Bench  had  quashed 
the  verdict.  With  respect  to  the  finding 
of  the  Jury,  he  would  assert,  that  he  had 
oome  to  the  conclusion  he  had  arrived  at 
with  no  hostile  feeling  towards  them,  nor 
had  he  adopted  that  course,  thinking  that 
the  Jury  had  intentionally  nusoonducted 
themselTes ;  he  did  not  believe  they  had 
intentionally  erred;  and  he  very  much 
mistook  the  feelins  which  actuated  the 
Juries  of  England  if  he  did  not  feel  certain 
that  they  would  be  gratified  by  having  any 
mistaken  judgment  cf  theirs  set  right  by  the 
highest  legal  authority  in  the  country ;  and 
he  thought  he  should  belie  the  Jury  if  he  did 
not  say,  that  he  felt  thoroughly  convinced, 
that  afber  the  feelingi  that  at  present  ex* 
isted  w«»  gone  by,  ^ey  would  feel  grateful 
for  the  course  Government  had  adopted. 
No  man  in  that  House  reverenced  Juries 
mote  than  he  did ;  but  in  the  same  pro* 
portion  as  he  reverenced,  he  would  im- 
portune every  Jury  to  take  great  care  that 
they  did  not  3rield  to  the  impression  of  the 
moment,  to  prejudice,  or  to  passion,  but 
would  renumber,  that  their  jurisdiction  had 
been  given  unto  them  by  the  laws  of  £ng« 
land  to  protect  life  and  property,  and  that 
no  men  could  eserdse  thlB  awful  responsi- 
faiHty  intrusted  to  Juries,  if  they  allowed 
themselves  to  be  swayed  by  feedings  and 
piejudioe. 

Mr.'  Buihven  thought  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings on  the  part  of  the  coroner  most 
disgvMeful  and  scandalous,  and  deserved 
the  reprobation  of  that  House.  He 
thought,  that  in  brinjiing  the  subject 
forwttd  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  it 
had  a  tendency  to  induce  a  beUef,  that 
from  the  great  array  of  legal  knowledge 
against  the  unfortunate  man  who  was  to  be 
tned  for  his  life,  he  would  not  have  a  fair 
and  impartial  trial ;  and  if  he  were  con- 
victed and  eacecuted,  he  would  be  con. 
ndered  merely  as  the  victim  of  the  despotic 
application  of  the  law.  He  could  instance 
some  great  cases  in  which  a  similar  feeling 
liad  been  manifested—- vis.  Lord  William 
RosmU,  Sir  Thomas  More,  and  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  all  of  whom  were  certainly 
cttcutcd  according  to  law,  but  certainly 
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further  ransack  the  pages  of  history  for 
instances,  esiiecially  as  an  hon.  Member 
near  him  had  a  petition  to  present;  but, 
he  believed,  that  it  was  not  of  much  im- 
portance. The  Under  Secretary  opposite 
had  yesterday  called  the  mob  that  broke 
the  Duke  of  WelUngton's  windows,  last 
year,  a  loyal  mob;  but,  far  his  own  part, 
he  could  only  look  on  it  as  an  outrageous 
mob. 

Mr.  Lamb  had  only  used  the  word  loyal 
from  the  circumstance  of  its  having  been 
an  assemblage  going  up  to  address  the 
King. 

Mr.  Petre  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
the  Government  could  have  acted  in  this 
affair  in  no  other  way  than  that  in  which 
they  had.  To  say,  that  the  death  which 
had 'taken  place  in  tlus  instance  was  an  act 
of  justifiable  homicide  was  to  hold  out  a 
premium  to  riot  and  murder.  A's  to  the 
force  which  had  been  sent  down  to  the 
meeting,  was  it  legal  or  iil^al  ?  There 
could  be  no  doubt  of  its  legality,  and,  as 
one  of  the  best  lawyers  whom  this  country 
had  ever  seen  had  said,  it  was  the  most 
likely  force  to  get  rid  0^,  and  would  be  the 
best  mode  of  getting  rid,  of  military  power 
in  this  country. 

Mr.  Roebuck  said,  that  his  reason  for 
bringing  forward  this  petition  at  this  time 
was,  lest  the  proceedings  which  had  been 
had  recourse  to  should  be  regarded  as  a 
precedent  hereafter ;  and  he  wished  the 
country  as  strongly  as  possible  to  mark 
its  disapproval  of  such  a  proceeding.  There 
were  three  distinct  points  involved  on  this 
occasion — ^the  conduct  of  the  Government — 
of  the  police— and  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown.  As  regarded  the  conduct  of  the 
police,  no  one  in  that  House  had  risen  up 
to  attempt  to  defend  it,  except  the  Under 
Secretary  opposite.  Their  conduct  was 
hi^ly  impolitic  and  illegal.  Admitdng  it 
to  have  been  an  iUcgal  meeting,  no  breach 
of  the  peace  had  taken  place,  until  a  violent, 
unauthoriaed,  attack  was  made  by  that 
force.  The  hon.  Under  Secretary  shook 
his  head  at  this,  but  that  shake  was  opposed 
to  the  verdict,  and  to  all  the  evidence  given 
upon  the  inquest*  The  police  had  no  right 
to  make  an  unprovoked  attack  on  nis' 
Majesty's  peaceable  subjects.  The  people 
cherished  an  inbred  obedience  to  the  law ; 
that  feeling  would  continue  to  grow  until 
improper  physical  force  was  resorted  to, 
and  when  Government  could  resort  to 
that,  instead  of  depending  on  their  monJ 
strength,  resulting  from  the  integrity  of 
their  course,  and  pKid  fading  of  the  ooun« 
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Xtj,  they  might  rest  assured  upon  going  to 
the  wall.     As  regarded  the  poKce,  he  had 
formed  a  favourable  opinion  of  them  ;  but 
he  was  for  putting  down  any  improper  ex- 
pressions of  public  feeling— not  by  physical 
power — but  by  moral  force.     He  felt  the 
seriousness  of  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings, 
and  he  could  not  but  condemn  part  of  the 
propoaitions  of  the  hon.  member  for  Old- 
ham.   The  Government  was  not  justified 
in  issuing  a  Proclamation  for  the  arrest  of 
the  man  who  killed  Culley^  as  if  he  were 
a  murderer.   He  complained  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  Solicitor  General  had  spoken 
of  his  (Mr.  Roebuck's)  setting  his  opinion 
up  in  opposition  to  that  of  the  four  Judges, 
whilst  he  had  abstained  from  mixing  any 
personal  observations — ^for  which  there  was 
such  a  rich  iicld-*in  his  introduction  of 
the  petition.     He  understood  the  widow 
of  the  policeman  was  to  receive  a  pension. 
[Mr.  Lamb  said^  such  was  not  the  case. 
The  Government  regretted  that  it  could 
not  do  S0.3     The  law  officers,  and,  in 
particttlar,    the    Attorney  General,    had 
avmded  meeting  what  had  been  so  ably 
said    by  the    hon.  member   for  Kidder- 
minster, which  drew   such  an  able  dis- 
tinction between  the  verdict  of  the  Jury, 
and  that  part  of  the  inquisition  drawn  up 
by  the  Coroner.     Indeed,  as  was  shown  by 
that  boo.  Member,  the  King's  Bench  had 
done  more  to  impugn  the  conduct  of  the 
Coroner  than  he  (Mr.  Roebuck)  had  himself 
done.    He  had  not  set  himself  up  in  oppo- 
aitioii  to  the  four  Judges  of  the  King^s 
Bench ;  but  he  had  a  right  to  say,  that  it 
had  alwaya  been  the  case  that  Ibur  Judges 
oQttld  be  fimnd  ready  to  support  die  Crown. 
From  ship-money  downwards,  they  had 
always  been  ranged  on  the  aide  of  de^otisai. 
He  hoped  that  nothing  that  had  now  taken 
place  would  debar  hun  from  taking  any 
further  slepa  he  might  deem  necessary. 
The  Petitioii  was  laid  on  theTaUe. 

ArRBABS  OF  TITRB8  (iREViUVD).]   The 

Order  of  the  Day  was  read  for  going  into 
Committee  on  the  sabject  of  Arrean  of 
Tithes  (Irehiad). 

Mr.  Svndatrwisked  to  ask  Insnobfe  fneoA 
whether  he  really  thought,  that  the  money 
i^xNit  to  be  voted  for  defraying  the  arrears 
due  to  the  IriA  dergy  wovddewrbe  reim- 
bnrsed^  He  was  xndined  to  think,  that, 
in  thb  instance,  as  w^  as  in  many  others, 
nkan  waBsynonymeoa  withagift,  and  that 
it  would  turn  out  so  in  the  end,  when  the 
period  for  repayment  arrived.  If  the  landL 
lord  waa  to  aahaut  In  thia  burthen,  be 


would,  of  course,  nise  it  at  the  expense  ef 
the  tenant,  and  wouhi  thus  be  plaeed  in  the 
invidious  situation  of  a  tithe  pBactor.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  contend,  that  there 
might  not  be  reasons  to  justify  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sum  asked  for  as  a  demtfton^ 
but  still  he  4i6uld  be  glad  to  knovr,  if  h 
seemed  probable  to  his  noble  friend,  that 
the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  money,  wooU 
find  its  way  back  into  Ae  Exehequer  of 
this  country  } 

Lord  Alikorp  had  no  doubt  but  it  wodM 
be  paid  into  the  Bxcbequer,  as  it  would  he 
levied  in  the  shape  of  a' general  land-tax. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  wat  he  underatood 
only  such  land  as  had  not  pttd  Cittie  slumld 
be  subject  to  the  proposed  tax. 

Lord  Aiihorp :  The  plan  was  to  hsTe  all 
titheable  land  taxed,  bnt  to  allow  reeeipti 
for  tithes  to  be  given  in  payment  of  the 
tax. 

Mr.  Hmme  said,  it  woald  he  satisfaeSmy 
to  know  if  any  of  the  money  advanced 
last  year  to  the  Irish  clergy  had  been 
reooveied^ 

Loni  AUkorp  said,  that  the  anNnmt  re- 
covered was  very  small. 

Mr.  Barrtm  must  lake  that  iip|wftuuity 
of  complaining  of  the  extraordinary  niea. 
sures  which  had  been  lately  used  fhr  osllect 
ing  tithes.  He  had,  that  day,  ieuBi¥ed  a 
letter  from  the  county  of  WaterAvd  repre- 
sentii^  those  measures  as  extremely  hersh. 
That  letter  was  from  the  inhahitantaof  a 
parish  in  the  county,  stating  tiiat  the  oosls 
of  ttthe-proeecotaoDs  were  enornMMB.  He 
had  a  question  to  put  to  the  noble  Lord-^ 
how  were  the  costs  to  be  fmvidedlbr^  He 
advised  that  a  total  stop  should  ha  pnt  So 
those  proceedings;  ifnot,Irdand  wenSdanen 
be  in  a  wone  state  than  she  waa  in  in  the 
year  1798.  His  coim^  waa  priweilinily  a 
quiet  one,  hot  now  it  waa  m  the  meat 
dreadful  state  of  diMurbanoa^  owing  te  the 
way  in  which  tithea  were  txaeled. 

Lord  il/^Aorpreplied,  that  tie  hen.  Gen- 
tleman nuMt  be  awaie  ^Mit  the  newer  ef 
Government  extended  only  tethedebisdne 
to  it,  and  net  to  those  dne  to  indiffidnak 
With  those  debts,  theraibr^  the  Govern. 
ment  ceutd  net  interfere.  He  hoped  that 
Gentiemen  wenld  dnd»  Aatiawonidnothe 
necessary  for  the  ftitnre  to  hate  auumm  to 
the  pioeeadhigs  already  8»  anseb  eeas. 
plained  of. 

Mr.  Bew^  OtWUum  aaid,  tlMtcm  n  fawner 
evening,  the  hsn.  Member  (Mr.  ttav)  had 
said,  that,  if  he  (M^.  Henry  GMttn)  was 
not  matly  btHed^  hewaa  one  ef  the  wesst 
landToadeiB  iieland.    Mow,  ^ffhiB-kt  wis 
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ftbcmt  to  make  a  statement  as  to  a  police 
ouin^pe  which  had  been  eomtnitted  on  some 
of  bia  own  tenanta— a  statement,  too,  which 
would  show,  that  he  was  not  the  bad  land- 
lord the  hon.  Member  represented  him  to 
be — 4lie  Iiott.  Member  at  once  got  up  and 
intemipted  him.     Such  conduct  on  the  part 
of  tbe  nan.  Member  was  anything  but  can- 
did.    Tbe  atmtement  which  he  should  now 
read  to  the  Houae  would  show  the  absolute 
necessity  there  was  for  Government  at  once 
issuine  positife  ordcri  to  stop  the  police 
from  interfering  in  the  ooHectimi  of  tithes. 
The  hon.  Member  here  read  a  statement  as 
to  certain  dthe  proceedings  in  a  parish  in 
Monagban  under  the  incumbency  of  Dean 
Roper.     It  stated,  amongst  other  instances, 
that  tbe  House  of  one  of  the  tenants  of  the 
hon.  Member  was  broken  into  by  the  police 
in  enfbrcing  an  execution  for  tithes*— that 
the  owner  of  the  house  was  assaulted  by 
them,  mid  one  of  his  eyes  almost  knocked 
out-^tbat  his  daogbter  was  knocked  down, 
and,  in  shorti  that  the  whole  family  was 
subjected  to  the  most  outrageous  attock  on 
the  port  of  the  police,     it  further  stated, 
that  in  another  instance,  where  a  man  was 
dragged  to  gaol,  the  chief  eonstable  of  police 
refused  to  let  him  go  unless  he  would  give 
bml  for  tbe  payment  of  4^</.,  which  was 
the  amoant  of  tithe  alleged  to  be  due  by 
him.     If  aueh  proceedings  were  allowed  to 
goon,  the  Government  in  Ireland^  he  must 
say, -would  be  worse  than  no  Government 
If  sudi  tyrminy  was  to  be  inflicted  on  the 
people  tkere,  it  mattered  little  whether  it 
was  inflieted  by  Whics  or  Tories,  and  he 
dcckined  to  God  that  he  thought  the  Tories 
wouM  have  acted  better  had  they  been  in 

Krer.  The  reoent  case  of  Mr.  Walsh  in 
httn,  bo  wasof  opinion,  reflected  indelible 
disgrace  upon  the  Irish  government.  He 
had  never  read  of  any  thing  more  tyrannical 
under  the  sway  of  Buonaparte  than  was 
now  practised,  with  the  permission  of  Mi- 
nisters, in  Ireland.  The  tyranny  of  which 
he  spoke  waa  exeidaed  by  men  omployed 
wider  the  Irhdi  government—men  whom 
that  govemmeni  had  not  the  courage  to 
dismiss,  though  it  knew>  as  well  as  be 
knew,  that  they  were  doing  all  they  could 
to  unieimfaie  it  Such  pioaeeduigB  had 
^WBid  Qtttveraal  dieoontmit  and  dissatiifac- 
^  tfaimigboiit  Ireland.  For  bis  part,  he 
thottsht  that  domestic  tyranny  vras  pte- 
f^vme  to  fiseign  tyranny  ai  all  events;  and 
tf  ever  tike  day  should  eone  that  it  would 
be  newaaiij  to  fight  ^  battle,  he  wouM 
be  ene  that  wonld  be  moal  ready  to  join  in 
A^Miui    Ww  it  to  be  endund  thai,  as 


was  the  case  in  the  instance  of  his  tenants, 
the  houses  of  men  should  be  broken  into 
during  the  night,  and  their  wives  and 
daughters  insulted  and  attacked  ?  Let  the 
House  only  refer  to  the  case  of  Serjeant 
Shaw,  and  see  the  libidinous  answer  which 
was  in  that  instance  given  by  a  police-officer 
to  a  man  who  was  taking  care  of  his 
daughter.  Some  check  should  be  at  once 
imposed  upon  those  instruments  of  injustice 
and  of  vengeance.  He  thought]  that  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  should  not  lose  a  mo» 
mcnt  in  declaring  that  those  proceedings 
were  unconstitutional — ^no,  not  unconstitu- 
tional, for  they  had  no  constitution  in  Ire- 
land—but that  they  were  iUegal,  and  that 
they  should  cease  directly.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  Secretary  for  Ireland^ 
did  not  give  a  decided  opinion  to  that  effect, 
he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  move,  as  an 
amendment  on  the  Motion  of  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Resolution  which  had  been  brought 
forward  by  his  hon.  friend,  the  member  for 
Waterford,  the  other  night,  and  which, 
while  it  was  not  a  censure  on  Government, 
would  pass  a  censure  upon  the  conduct  of 
all  those  who  had  taken  part  in  proceed* 
ings  such  as  he  had  described. 

Mr.  LUUetoH  said,  he  was  sure  the  Housa 
would  pardon  him  for  not  entering  into 
arguments  and  topics  that  nught  add  to  the 
excitement  which  already  prevailed  on  this 
subject  He  must  say,  that  he  had  his 
doubts  as  to  whether  the  statement  which 
the  hon.  Member  had  read  to  the  House 
with  regard  to  reoent  occunenoes  in  Mona- 
ghan  would  turn  out  to  be  a  correct  ac 
count.  He  had  frequently  heard  state, 
ments  of  a  suailar  description  made  in  that 
House,  and  on  reference  to  the  Irish  office, 
he  did  not  find  that  they  were  at  all  homo 
out  by  the  information  that  had  been 
leoeived  there.  With  r^ard  to  the  two 
oases  adverted  to  by  the  hon.  member  for 
Kildare — namely,  the  cases  of  Sub^inspector 
Flinter,  and  Serjeant  Shaw— what  was  the 
course  which  had  been  pursued  in  those  in. 
stances  by  the  Irish  government?  He 
would  tell  the  House  what  it  had  been. 
Sub-inspector  Flinter  had  been  dismissed ; 
and  the  moment  that  the  Lord-lieutenant 
heard  of  the  case  of  Serjeant  Shaw,  his  £x^ 
oelleoey  ordered  that  Serjeant  Shaw  should 
he  brought  to  trial.  There  had  been  two 
distinct  charges  against  Serjeant  Shaw. 
The  decision  to  which  the  Magistrates 
came  on  tbe  first  inquiry,  he  was  ready  to 
admit,  surprised  him  as  much  when  he  first 
read  it  as  it  did  any  boo.  Member  in  that 
House*    tie   tiwufhi  that   the  opiaioa 
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which  the  Magistrates  then  prcmounoed— 
namely,  that  the  conduct  of  Serjeant  Shaw 
had  been.injudidous— «was,  to  say  the  least 
of  it^  an  extremely  lenient  sentence.     That 
inquiry  was  followed  in  a  few  days  after  hy 
another  investigation  into  the  conduct  of 
Serjeant  Shaw,  and  the  result  of  that  inves. 
tigation  was^  as  he  had  Already  stated,  that 
Serjeant  Shaw  was  ordered  for  trial.     That 
fact  he  trusted  would  prove  the  determina- 
tion of  the  Irish  government  to  do  its  duty. 
With  respect  to  his  illustrious  friend  now 
at  the  head  of  the  Irish  government,  he 
was  enabled,  not  only  from  his  long  personal 
jntimacy  with  him,  but  from  the  corre- 
spondence which  had  taken  place  between 
them  since  he    had  entered  his  present 
office,  to  say  this  of  him — that  he  was  per* 
suaded  there  did  not  exist  an  individual 
who  had  witnessed  with  greater  pain  than 
his  illustrious  friend  had,  the  transactions 
which  had  recently  occurred  in  that  country 
with  regard  to   tithes.     It  was  only  that 
day  in  a  communication  which  he  received 
from  the  noble  Marquess,  that  his  Excel- 
lency called  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  in 
no  case  should  military  aid  be  granted 
unless  where  there  was  an  affidavit  made,that 
the  life  of  the  tithe-proctor  or  process-server, 
as  the  case  might  be,  should  be  in  danger. 
Of  course  when  such  an  affidavit  was  m^e, 
it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Government 
to  refuse  the  aid  required.     It  was  the 
obvious  duty  of  Government  to  affi>rd  pro. 
tection  to  property;  and  he  could  not  allow 
it  to  be  said,  that  tithe  property  was  not 
entitled  to  the  same  protection  as  any  other 
descr^)tion  of  property.    He  would  not  go 
further  into  this  subject  on  the  present  oc« 
casion.    He  trusted,   that  the  statement 
which  he  had  made  with  reference  to  the 
two  cases  adverted  to  by,  the  hon.  member 
for  Eoldare,  namely,  that  of  SubJnspector 
Flinter  who  had  been  fJigmiMMi^  and  that  of 
Serjeant  Shaw  who  had  been  ordered  for 
trial,  would  prove  satisfactory  to  the  House. 
Mr.  OConneU  was  certain  that  he  was 
expressing  the  sense  of  that  House,  as  well 
as  his  own,  when    he  declared  that  the 
explanation  of  the  right  hon.  Secretary  was 
satisfactory.     Nothing  could  be  more  pro* 
per  than  to  put  Shaw  on  his  trial ;  and  the 
Kildare  Inspector,  though  he  had  heard  his 
conduct  on  former  occasions  was  praise- 
worthy,  deserved  for  this  last  act  of  his  to 
be  dismissed.    He  and  all  the  House  must 
be  satisfied  with  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  Secretary  respecting  those  twa 


Mr.  F^gm  OCqiwot  said,  that  nothiiig 


could  be  more  satisfiictorj  than  tlie  ngM 
hon.  Gentleman's  explanarion  as  to  the 
cases  of  Sub-inspector  Flinter  and  Ser^esnt 
Shaw ;  but  there  was  another  pait  of  the 
explanation  of  the  right  hon«  Ge&tleaiaa 
which,  in-  his  opinion,  was  anjtiliiii^  hut 
satisfactory.  With  regard  to  the  statcifot 
which  had  been  made  by  the  hon*  neBiber 
for  Meath,  the  right  hon.  GentlenaaB  sdd, 
in  reply,  that  he  had  frequently  lieatd 
similar  statements,  which,  on  referring  to 
the  information  received  at  the  Govenunesi 
offices,  he  had  discovered  to  be  anfoundedL 
Now,  that  was  what  the  Irish  Memben 
had  to  complain  of.  They  oompkiiied  that 
the  Government  received  its  infonnatioB 
from  coirupt  sources^sonzcea  that  were 
calculated  to  mislead  it,  and  to  csrmoeal  the 
truth.  The  case  which  had  been  mendoiied 
to  the  House  by  the  hon.  member  ix 
Meath  had  not  been  contradicted,  and  the 
explanation  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
that  respect,  so  &r  from-  being  satia&ctocy, 
appeared  to  him  to  hold  out  the  most 
gloomy  prospects  for  Uie  future. 

Mr.  lAtttkon  said,  that  the  statemoit  of 
such  cases,  instead  of  being  delayed,  as  was 
flenerally  the  case,  for  two  or  three  we^i^ 
tor  the  purpose  of  being  mentioned  In  thai 
House,  should  be  brought  at  onoe  under 
the  notice  of  Government,  by  laying  them 
before  the  Irish-office,  and  redress  would 
be  granted,  if  it  should  be  proved  that  the 
parties  complaining  were  entitled  to  it.  If 
the  hon.  Gentleman  would  move  fin-  an 
inquiry  on  the  subject,  it  should  be  granted ; 
aud  if  he  would  give  him  (Mr.  Littleton)  a 
statement  with  r^ard  to  it,  he  would  him- 
self institute  an  inquiry  into  it,  and  he 
would  subsequently  state  to  the  House 
what  had  b^n  the  result'  of  an  inquiry 
which  should  be  conducted  without  favour 
or  affection. 

Mr.  OFerraU  observed,  that  if  thezi^t 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down, 
acted  up  to  the  professions  which  he  had 
made  since  he  had  been  in  office,  Iceland 
would  have  reason  to  rejoice  at  the  change 
which  had  placed  him  in  the  situation 
which  he  now  held, 

Mr.  Ronayiie  agreed  with  the  hon* 
member  for  Kudare,  who  had  just  sat  down# 
that  they  had  reason  to  oongratuhite  them- 
selves upon  the  tone  of  the  right  hon.  &^ 
cj«tary  for  Ireland,  so  altered  and  an  differ^ 
ent  as  it  was  from  the  tone  of  his  immedi- 
ate predecessor  in  that  office.-  It  had  been 
stated  by  the  noble  Lord,  the' member  for 
Nottingham  (Lord  Duncannon^,  on  a 
former  eyeningi  that  the  ease  n-  Qsffimsk 
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Ouim  "Wes  tbe  only  one  which  had  occiured 
in  the  piovinoe  of  Munster*  Now«  he 
(Mr.  Ronajne)  hed  that  morning  received 
a  letter  finnn  Tipperary^  which  proved  that 
such  was  not  the  case,  and  which,  indeed, 
showed  that  the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor 
of  tbe  Exchequer  had  nearly  as  much  reason 
to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  police  in 
this  instance  as  the  people  of  Ireland  had. 
The  writer  stated,  that  tnepolicein  that  part 
of  the  province  of  Munster  were  at  this 
moment  actively  employed  by  night,  as  well 
as  by  day^  in  hunting  and  driving  the 
people  for  tithes ;  that  the  writer  luiving 
asked  a  constable  of  police  how  he  could 
act  so,  in  the  teeth  of  Lord  Althorp's  decla- 
ration in  the  House  of  Commons,  his  reply 
was,  that  they  had  received  no  orders  to 
denst  from  sudi  proceedings,  and  that  they 
would  not  desist  from  them  until  they  had 
received  orders  to  do  so:  and  the  writer 
concluded  by  stating  that  the  police  had 
been  much  more  active  in  those  proceedings 
since  the  noble  Lord's  declaration  had 
appeared  in  the  papers.  It  was  satisfactory 
to  find,  that  the  sub^nspector  Flinter  had 
been  dismissed.  Yet  it  was  strange  enough, 
that  within  the  last  forty-eight  hours  a 
letter  from  that  officer  had  been  triumph- 
antly referred  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, the  Colonial  Secretary,  amongst  other 
documents  in  the  course  of  a  spee^  which 
he  addressed  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Secretary  Sianletf  said,  that  he  had 
certainly  quoted  the  letter  of  Captain  Flinter, 
but  he  had  likewise  quoted  the  answer  sent 
to  it  by  the  Irish  Government ;  and  it  was 
because  the  explanation  given  by  Captain 
Flinter,  in  refdy  to  that  answer,  was  not 
satisfactory  that  he  was  dismissed. 

Lord  Duncanmm  said,  that  he  had  not 
said  that  the  case  of  Captain  Gunn  was  the 
only  one  which  had  occurred  in  Munster, 
but  that  it  was  the  only  one  mentioned  in 
the  House. 

^  Mr.  Shaw  said,  he  was  glad  that  the 
right  hon*  Secretary  (Mr.  Littleton)  had 
aheady  learned  frmn  his  short  experience 
in  Irish  affiiirs  how  little  reliance  was  to 
be  placed  on  such  exaggerated  statements 
as  the  House  had  heardthat  evening.  The 
charge  of  coats  being  vexatiously  put  by  the 
clergy  on  their  parii^ners  was  very  easily 
answered.  With  n^nrd  to  those  arising 
out  of  the  arrears  of  ISSl,  they  were  by 
Act  of  Parliament  vested  in  the  Crown, 
^tmi  large  and  small,  returned  as  they 
nnist  be  on  oath  in  the  schedules  of  the 
clar^^f  were  included  in  one  order,  but  the 
pwple  had  abundant  notioei  that  uoleas  the 


money  was  paid,  they  would  be  proceeded 
against,  and  the  smallness  of  the  sum  was 
an  additional  proof  of  the  combination 
against  the  payment.  That  arose  from  no 
inability  to  pay— if  it  did  (here  might  be 
some  reason  to  feel  for  those  persons — but 
the  very  basis  of  the  Resolutions  now  about 
to  come  before  the  House— and  the  same 
fact  was  recited  in  the  Act  of  last  year 
—was,  that  a  general  combination  against 
the  payment  of  tithes  existed,  and  that 
thereby  the  clergy  had  been  reduced 
to  extreme  distress.  The  same  cause  pre* 
vented  the  clergy  themselvesfrom  proceeding 
for  the  other  arrears  in  the  ordinary  and 
cheapest  way  before  Local  Courts,  for  the 
processes  issuing  from  these  Courts  could 
not  be  served,  nor  the  decrees  executed, 
unless  at  the  risk  of  the  lives  of  the  sub. 
ordinate  officers  of  the  law  who  undertook 
them.  The  hon.  member  for  Meath  (Mr. 
Grattan)  would  scarcely  venture  to  affirm 
as  a  lawyer  that  there  was  no  power  to 
break  open  houses  in  case  of  debts  due  to 
the  Crown.  The  question  was  not  whether 
it  would  be  wise,  or  politic,  or  expedient, 
but  whether,  in  strictness,  he  was  correct 
in  stating  that  it  was  illegal..^  And  suppose 
a  single  constable  did  transgress  hb  duty, 
would  that  be  a  sufficient  reason  that  the 
hon.  member  should  so  vehemently  evoke 
the  shade  of  Napoleon  ?  He  did  not  say 
that  the  hon*  Member  was  the  worst  land- 
lord in  Ireland,  but  at  the  moment  that  the 
hon.  Member  was  so  violently  attacking 
the  clergy  of  the  Established  Church,  he 
(Mr.  Shaw)  could  not  avoid  mentioning  a 
conversation  that  he  casually  had  with  one 
of  them  the  same  morning,  in  which  he 
stated  that  no  person's  tenants  were  more 
hard  driven  than  those  of  the  hon.  Member, 
and  that  he  did  not  think  if  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber  had  been  for  three  years  deprived  of 
his  income  that  he  would  treat  ms  tenants 
with  one- tenth  of  the  forbearance  and 
lenity  the  deigy  did  their  parishioners.  It 
was  really  intolerable  to  hear  a  body  of 
men  whose  conduct  was  above  all  praise, 
thus  spoken  iU  of  in  that  House.  If  tithes 
as  a  system  were  to  be  assailed — ^if  the 
Established  Church  was  to  be  overthrown, 
let  that  be  done  in  an  open  and  manly 
manner,  as  some  hon.  Members,  he  would 
admit,  had  done,  by  candidly  avowing  in 
that  House,  that  they  had  advised  and 
would  advise  the  law  to  be  violated  in  this 
respect;  but  what  he  protested  atfainat  was, 
the  mean,  petty,  paltry,  pitifulj  personal 
abuse  of  individuius  who,  suflfering  under 

thiaveryviidationof  the  law, were  wddofr 


8i^ 


A  r rears  of  Tithes  {  COMMONS  } 


(tteland.) 


m 


lifter  having  endured  with  unexampled 
patience  three  years'  privation  of  their 
legal  maintenance,  to  recover  some  portion 
of  their  just  rights.  He  was  sorry  to  have 
been  a  party  to  this  irregular  discussion  * 
but  he  did  not  commence  it,  and  could 
never  hear  these  unjust  accusations  brought 
against  the  much-maligned  and  oppressed 
clergy  of  the  Established  Church  in  Ireland^ 
without  indignantly  refuting  them. 

Mr.  Ruthven  tras  disposea  to  recommend 
the  House  to  pimcecd  at  once  to  the  other 
Orders  of  the  Day,  rather  than  that  it 
should  prolong  one  of  those  desultory 
debates  upon  this  question,  which  daily  led 
to  more  altercation  than  beneficial  discussion. 
His  Majesty's  Ministers  were  deluding 
themselves,  and  following  an  ignis  Jhtuus, 
If  they  imagined  that  Wiey  would  satisfy 
the  people  of  Ireland  by  the  course  they 
were  pursuing  on  the  subject  of  tithes.  If 
they  laid  on  a  land-tax,  and  had  still  a  race 
of  proctors  to  collect  it,  they  might  depend 
upon  It  that  their  measure  would  not  at  all 
satisfy  the  people  of  Ireland.  He  would 
advise  hon.  Members  to  take  advice  from 
the  Commander  of  the  Forces  (Sir  Husscy 
Vivian)  on  this  subject,  who  had  stated 
that  the  abolition  of  the  tithe  svstcm  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  tranquillity  of 
Ireland.  It  was  vain  to  expect  peace,  or 
harmony,  or  good  feeling  in  Ireland,  until 
the  present  Justly  obnoxious  system  of 
tithes  was  abolished. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  upon  the  Arrears  of  Tithes' 
(Ireland)  Bill. 

The  Chairman  read  the  Resolution, 
^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that  an  advance  of  money  should  be  made 
to  the  clergy  of  the  Established  Church  in 
Ireland,  to  relieve  the  occupying  tenantt7 
from  the  payment  of  the  arrears  due  for 
tithes,  and  composition  for  tithes,  during 
the  years  1851  and  1832,  and  from  the  pay- 
ment of  the  tithes  and  composition  for 
tithes  of  1839;  that  such  an  advance  shall 
be  repaid,  in  a  limited  time,  by  a  land-tax 
in  Ireland,  chargeable  upon  all  the  land 
liable  to  the  payment  of  tithes,  the  owners, 
or  occupiers  of  which  shall  not  have  paid 
the  tithes,  or  composition  for  tithes,  which 
shall  have  become  due  from  them  for  such 
yeaHu 

Mr.  CtCkmnett  said,  he  differed  from 
some  Gentlemen  with  whom  he  generally 
agreed  upon  this  subject  He  took  those 
]&8olotions  as  a  proof  of  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  Oovernment  to  put  an  end  to 
Ike  bid  sjalea  tmder  which  tithes  weie 


levied,  and  to  the  civil  war  which  the? 
occasioned.  If  there  was  anything  to  whidi 
he  objected  in  the  plan,  it  was  the  manner 
in  which  the  land-tax  was  to  be  mfscd.  One 
of  the  great  grievances  attending  the  tithe 
system  nad  always  been,  that  they  weiv 
raised  by  distraint.  Under  the  firesent 
plan,  the  same  system  of  distraint,  and  aO 
the  distress  which  usually  accompanied  it, 
would  continue.  A  great  deal  had  beea 
said  upon  the  subject  of  breaking  open 
houses  in  order  to  distrain  for  goo£.  He 
did  not  believe  that  under  flie  Act  of  last 
year  there  was  any  such  power  giveii.  His 
opinion  was,  that  the  clergy  had  done  hijarr 
to  themselves  by  their  late  conduct  ?  tfaey 
were  very  indiscreet  in  carrying  the  mea- 
sures for  the  recovery  of  their  tithes  ao  fiv. 
Tlicy  had  broken  doors  in  order  to  distrain, 
and  that  he*  would  contend,  was  illegaL 
He  thanked  his  Majesty's  Ministers  Ibr 
those  Resolutions,  for  he  took  them  as  a 
virtual  extinction  of  tithes  in  Iveland. 
That  was  as  it  ought  to  be  ;  and  the  only 
difference  between  his  Majestjr's  Mtniatm 
and  him  on  the  subject  was  as  ix^  the 
amount  of  the  land-tax  or  quit  rent  to  be 
levied.  He  felt  certain,  that  if  some  mea* 
sures  of  this  kind  had  not  been  rewrted 
to,  there  would  have  been  a  cinl  war 
throughout  Ireland  in  three  wedcs.  The 
whole  oountry  had  been  racked  ftom 
one  side  to  the  other  by  the  exactSon  of 
tithes,  and  the  distress  occasioned  1^  tbera 
had  become  quite  intolerable.  He  was 
satisfied,  that  his  Majesty's  Ministeni  had 
done  well  and  wisely  in  bringing  forwaid 
that  Resolution.  Such  a  state  of  affinri 
had  never  been  known  before.  ThederKy, 
irritated  by  being  deprived  of  their  tithes 
for  three  years,  had  proceeded  to  leeover 
them  in  the  harshest  (and  he  would  wsf  on 
their  own  account)  most  imprudent  maaaer. 
He  (Mr.  CyConnell)  thought,  that  die 
Government  ought  to  interfere  to  pieveat 
them  from  pursuing  the  present  83r8tev. 
They  had  proceeded  harshly,  and  he  (Mr. 
O'Connell)  thought  that  they  ought  In 
their  turn  to  be  harshly  dealt  with*  He 
denied  that  there  was  any  law  which 
obliged  the  Government  to  send  aoUKerf 
out  to  collect  tithes.  Such  a  tyston  was 
not  only  improper,  but  it  was  omuRxasary, 
as  the  clerey  had  a  remedy  by  applyit^  to 
the  High«§heriff  who  could  recover  their 
tithes  1^  the  ordinary  comae  of  law.  With 
regard  to  the  Resofutien  preposed  hy  the 
noble  Lord,  he  observed,  that  the  noUe 
Lord  stopped  with  the  ecdeshtttical  tiUnuL 
Was  the  nobk  Lord  tight  hi  th*l }    Wis 
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he  not  awiare  that  the  lay  tithes  were  fully 
as  bad,  and    fully  as   obnoxious,  as  the 
ecclesiastical  tithes?     He  (Mr.  O'Connell) 
had  a  letter  in  his  possession,  in  which  it 
was  said  truly :  *'  The  lay  tithes  are  the 
wcyrst  of  all,  and  the  most  oppressive."  The 
system  of  tithes  was  not  confined  to  the 
clergy,  and  he  wonld  ask  why  the  assistance 
waa  ghren  by  this  Resolution  to  the  proprie- 
tors of  ecclesiastical  tithes,  and  not  to  the 
proprietors  of  lay  tithes  ?    He  would  answer 
the  question.    This  assistance  was  given 
to  the  dersy  because  by  their  harsh  con. 
duct  they  raid  created  excitement  in  the 
country.      He  thought  that  this  was   a 
spedes  tut  bounty  to  the  lay  impropriators 
to  follow  the  same  course.     It  was  as  if 
the  Goremment  said  to  them:  ''If  you 
succeed  in  bringing  the  .country  to  the 
state  in  which  the  dergy  have  brought  it, 
you  wiU  then  set  your  money  comfort* 
ably."    He  woiud  therefore  press  on  his 
Majesty^s  Govennnent  the   propriety   of 
extending  this  Resolution  to  lay  improL 
priators.      What  the   Irish  people   com. 
plained  of  was,  that  when  a  measure  was 
pmpused  which  was  intended  to  benefit 
them^  it  was  frittered  away  till  it  was  not 
worth  the  hating ;  but  when  a  measure  of 
coercion  was  intended,  they  cot  too  much 
of  It.     It  would  be  better  and  more  genial 
to  them  if  the  Ministers  only  bestowed  on 
them  the  fragment  of  coercion,  but  the  fiill 
measure  of  we  benefit.    He  was  happy  to 
think  that  the  right  hon.  Secretary  fbr 
Iidand  (perhaps  he  would  allow  him  to 
call  Urn  his  hon.  friend)  had  commenced 
his  eareer  in  Uiat  country  in  a  way  whidt 
was  Ukelf  to  give  satis^ion.    The  first 
art  done  by  him  was  the  dismjaal  of  Capt. 
Flinter,  mad  the   second   was   to   order 
Sefjeant  Shaw  upon  his  trial.    No  two 
acts  oonld  gab  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
greater    polarity.       His    conduct    was 
evidently  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  concifiatbn, 
and  the  Rcsidntion  before  them   was  in 
te  same  spirit.     He  did  not,  however,  see 
whT  one  parish  in  which  the  tithes  were 
ecefesiartical  diould  be  relieved,  while  the 
iicighbooring  parish  remained  subject  to  the 
op^iicanuu  of  the  nesent  system  merely 
because  the  tiihes  happened  to  belong  to  a 
^9  imuNipiialor* 

Ixn  ilAAorp  said,  that  as  the  hon.  and 
Inraed  Member  called  upon  him  to  say  to 
^^^it  cxasnt  he  meant  to  carry  those  Resou 
^Mms,  he  tfaoQ^^  it  necessary  to  answer 
*■•  With  respect  to  the  lay  impropria. 
*<"*»  the  hoB.  sod  learned  Member  wonld 
M  thai  Ae  Beariutkm  then  before  the 


Committee  was  not  meant  to  extend  to 
them ;  it  was  only  meant  to  extend  to 
ecclesiastical  holders  of  tithes.  He  (Lord 
Althorp)  did  not  mean  to  pledge  himself 
whether  he  sliould  extend  the  measure  or 
not ;  but  he  would  say,  that  the  Govern- 
ment  would  take  the  point  into  their  ccm- 
sideration.  It  wfts  true,  as  stated  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member,  that  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Government  in  this  xn« 
stance,  might  be  an  encouragement  to  lay 
impropriators  to  follow  the  same  course 
which  had  been  fdlowed  by  the  clergy; 
but  whatever  was  done— whether  they 
continued  the  present  system,  or  attempted 
a  remedy,  they  ran  some  hazard ;  and  he 
(Lord  Althorp)  was  satisfied  that  there 
was  less  hazard  in  the  plan  now  proposed, 
than  in  continuing  in  their  present  state. 
It  was  on  that  ground  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters had  brought  forward  the  Resolution 
under  consideration,  and  he  was  glad  to 
fbid  that  it  appeared  to  give  satisfaction. 
Their  object  was,  to  restore  the  country  to 
quiet  and  peace,  and  he  felt  confident  that 
the  dergy  would  meet  them  half  way  in 
that  endeavour,  by  not  persevering  in  thdr 
attempts  to  recover  the  tithes  at  present 
due,  especially  as  they  would  not  be  in  a 
worse  situation  by  desisting.  He  hoped 
and  trusted  that  the  measure  would  have 
the  effect  anticipated  from  it. 

Cdond  Perceval  said,  that  the  question 
which  he  took  the  liberty  of  putting  to  the 
NoUe  Lord  the  other  night,  with  respect 
to  the  lay  impropriators,  was  put,  not  with 
a  view  of  erobarnissinff  Ms  Malesty's  Minis* 
ters,  but  in  the  hope,  that,  fdiowing  up  his 
suggestions,  the  noble  Lord  would  render 
the  measure  so  oomplete  as  to  secure  the 
peace  of  the  country.  It  was  broadly 
stated  that  night,  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
membv  for  DuMin,  that  oppression  was 
carried  to  a  mudi  greater  extent  by  the  lay 
impropriators  than  the  clergy.  [*'  Hear."] 
Those  cheers  were  a  justification  of  the 
dergy  oflreland  from  the  aspersions  which 
had  been  so  mtjustly  cut  upon  them.  It  was 
well  known,  that  the  lay  impropriators 
were  not  confined,  except  in  a  very  few 
instances,  to  that  species  of  income  i 
whereas,  if  tithe  were  withhdd  from  the 
dergy,  having  no  other  resooroes,  they  must 
be  reduced  to  a  state  of  utter  destitution««- 
and  yet,  notwithstanding  all  the  privations 
which  they  hadendored,  seaicdy  a  solitary 
instance  of  harshness  on  their  parts  could 
be  adduced.  The  grant  of  last  year  en-, 
abied  the  clergy  to  receive  half  their  nt« 
comes  for  1891$  but  up  to  this  moment^ 
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except  in  a  few  instances^  they  had  been 
unable  to  recover  a  shilling  of  their  tithes 
due  since  that  period*  .  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  themember  for  Dublin, 
did  not  state  the  case  fairly  when  he  said, 
as  he  formerly  did  say,  that  the  clergy  in 
many  instances  were  suing  for  tithe  due 
the  1st  of  May.  The  fact  was,  that 
in  these  instances  ihree  years'  tithe  was 
due  to  the  clergy,  and  it  was  a  well-known 
fact,  that  when  a  landlord  handed  over  his 
arrears  of  rent  to  be  recovered,  he  invariably 
made  out  the  account  aeainst  the  tenant  up 
to  the  last  gale  day.  And  so  it  was  with 
the  clergy,  althoush  the  account  was  made 
up  to  the  1st  of  May,  there  was,  in  point 
of  fact,  three  years'  tithe  due*  He,  how- 
ever, would  take  upon  himself  to  say,  on 
the  part  of  the  clergy,  that  the  moment 
they  were  made  aware  of  the  intentions  of 
the  Government,  a  total  cessation  of  the 
collection  of  tithe  would  take  place.  He 
merely  rose  for  the  purpose  of  shielding  the 
deigy  from  the  unjust  aspersions  which 
had  been  cast  upon  them.  There  never 
was  a  body  of  men  who  exhibited  so  much 
forbearance.  This  did  not  rest  merely  on 
his  statement ;  he  was  fully  borne  out  in  it 
by  the  resolution  of  the  tithe  Committee, 
which  described  their  forbearance  as  beyond 
belief.  The  Resolutions  should  have  his 
cordial  support. 

Lord  Eoringion  hoped  that  an  arrange- 
ment might  be  made  by  which  the  claims 
of  the  lay  impropriators  would  be  taken 
into  consideration,  because  he  was  per- 
suaded that  the  work  of  conciliation,  of 
which  he  trusted  in  God  the  present  mea. 
sure  was  the  commencement,  would  be  in- 
adequate and  incomplete  unless  the  terms 
of  die  Resolution  was  extended  to  the  lay 
impropriators.  He,  however,  rejoiced  at 
the  satisfaction  which  had  been  expressed 
on  the  Resolution  before  the  House,  and 
he  trusted  that  the  able  talents  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  member  for  Dublin  would  be 
directed  in  aid  of  the  Government  in  this 
work  of  the  pacification  and  conciliation  of 
Ireland. 

Mr.  Harveu  could  not  look  at  the 
terms  of  the  Resolution  with  the  narrow 
view  under  which  it  had  as  yet  been  con- 
templated. He  objected,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  people  should  be  called  upon 
to  make  up  a  deficiency  which  had  been 
occasioned  by,  and  which  flowed  out  of, 
lawless  violence. 

Lord  AUhorp  intimated  that  those  who 
had  jpaid  their  tithes  would  be  allowed  to 
put  m  the  receipt  in  payment  of  the  tax*    j 


Mr.  Harvey  resumed^  and  oontiBaded, 
that  the  proposition  amounted  to  a-praniuia 
to  lawless  violence,  and  an  invitatioii  to 
resistance  to  tithes,  because  it  could  not  be 
supposed  that  the  tithe-payen  in  Rnghnd, 
who  paid  7'.  or  81.  an  acre,  would  zemain 
satisfied  when  the  tithe-payen  in  Ireland, 
who  paid  only  at  the  rate  of  Is.  Sd.  an  acne, 
by  resistance,  obtained  the  relief  now  pro- 
posed. He  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the 
Resolution,  but  to  express  a  hope  that  in 
the  present  critical  situation  of  the  Govern- 
ment, they  would  assume  the  spirit  of  this 
Resolution  as  the  basis  of  their  futoxe 
measures ;  and  he  r^etted  that  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  was  not  pr^ared  to  carry 
that  principle  at  present  into  eSbct  as  re- 
garded the  United  Kingdom.  He  waa 
convinced  that  nothing  would  satisfy  the 
expectations  of  the  people,  both  of  England 
and  of  Ireland,  but  the  total  extinction  of 
tithes ;  he  would  raise  a  tax  in  any  way  to 
supply  their  place,  and  deal  out  the  revenue 
to  national  purposes  and  the  support  of  the 
Church.  By  such  a  policy  he  maintained, 
that  the  stability  of  the  Government  would 
be  secured,  and  the  duration  of  the  Church 
establishment  extended.  The  Govexnment 
had  difficulties  to  meet  with  in  the  Church 
question  in  another  place ;  and  of  this  they 
might  be  assured,  that  if  the  Resolution 
was  not  extended  to  this  country,  diey 
would  not  only  be  defeated,  but  defeated 
with  the  execration  of  the  people^  On  the 
other  hand,  he  was  satisfied  that  if  the 
Government  would  come  forward  with  any 
measure  in  this  respect  to  meet  the  existing 
feeling  in  the  public  mind,  if  beaten  else- 
where, they  would  fall  regretted  by  the 
people.  The  great  complaint,  however, 
he  had  to  urge  was,  that  money  was  die 
source  by  which  the  Government  relieved 
itself  of  all  its  difficulties.  It  was  adopted 
to  call  in  aid  the  support  of  tardy  friends, 
or  to  quiet  determined  enemies.  It  had 
been  stated,  that  with  reference  to  the  West 
India  colonies,  a  loan  of  15,000,0002.  was 
to  be  granted,  but  that  loan  subsequently 
turned  out  to  be  a  gift  of  20,000,000/.  Hs 
knew  not  how  far  this  might  he  fiiUiDwcd 
in  the  present  case,  but  he  objected  to  the 
taxation  of  the  people  for  this  purpose*  If 
funds  were  wanting,  he  would  suggest  to 
the  noble  Lord,  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x 
chequer,  to  resort  to  the  Governors  of 
Queen  Anne's  Bounty,  who  had  1,500,000/* 
of  "  cash  in  hand."  The  only  certain  thing 
in  the  present  Resolution  was,  that  it  in* 
flicted  taxation  upon  the  pe(^,  and  the 
only  good  he  saw  was^  that  it^israoda  jpro* 
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clamfitmi'to  tbe  farmers  in  aU  the  counties 
in  England  and  Ixeland,  that  to  avoid  tbe 
paymeai  of  tithes  they  had  only  to  say  they 
did  not  reli^  them,  and  join  in  the  Irish 
agitatioa  to  get  rid  of  them.     Reverting 
to   the   great  principles  involved    in   the 
teima  ot  the  Resolution  now  before  tlie 
Committee,  he  could  not  but  express  a 
wish  that  the  Government  might  have  the 
firmness  and  fortitude  to  speak  out  boldly 
to  the  people  of  England  on  the  subject  of 
Church  Reform  and  the  abolition  of  tithes : 
if  the  Government  should  do  so,  they  would 
secure  a  permanent  hold  on  the  affections 
of  the  oountry,  and  it  would  signify  no. 
thing   what  might  be  done   in    another 
place.     Let  the  Government  only  do  that 
much,  and  the  support  of  the  people  would 
follow,  and  the  same  result  be  attained  as 
when  the  Reform  Bill  was  thrown  out 
elsewhere.     If  the  Government  was  to  be 
defeated,  let  them  be  so  on  some  specific 
and  taoffiUe  question.  To  the  Government 
he  woiud  say»  now  was    their  time  or 
never  ;  let  them  take  their  firm  stand  upon 
the  great  principle  of  ecclesiastical  reform, 
and  save  themsdves  by  saving  the  Church. 
Mr.  Fergus  (/ Connor  said,  that  the  Re- 
solution would  not  give  satisfaction  unless 
altered  accordine  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon  and  learned  member  tor    Dublin — 
namely,  by  the  extension  of  its  provisions  to 
the  lay  impropriators,  who,  the  noble  Lord 
must  be  aware,  were  the  great  cause  of 
the  Tithe  Commutation  in  Ireland.     If 
the  same  compensation  was  not  extended  to 
both  the  clerical  and  lay  impropriators,  an 
invidious    distinction    would    be    created 
between  the  tenants  under  each,  and  the 
agitation  would  still  continue.     He  felt 
that  he  had  been  justified  in  advising  the 
lieople  not  to  pay  tithes,  because  he  was 
convinced  that,  but  fof  the  refusal,  even 
this  reduction  of  the  immense    taxation 
under  which  the  people  laboured  would 
not  be  now  proposed.     He  would  himself 
T^east  the  payment  of  tithes  so  long  as  they 
were  ao  unjustly  collected.     Without  the 
extension  of  the  terms  of  the  Resolutbn 
in  the  manner  which  had  been  suggested^ 
no  real  benefit  would  be  conferred,  nor 
would  the  proposition  answer  the  expecta* 
tions  of   the  people— expectations  raised 
upon    the  pledges   of   the   Government. 
Those  pledgies  had  not  been  fulfilled.  True 
H  was,  that  the  Irish  Church  Temporalities 
Hill  had  passed,  but  the  Government  were 
afraid  to  carry  it  up  to  the  other  House ; 
a  Gnmd  Jury  Bill  had  been  brought  for. 
ward  more  complicated  than  all  which  had 
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preceded  it,  and  though  measures  of  con- 
ciliation had  been  promised  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session  by  the  right  hon« 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies, 
to  go  part  p<Mrtf  with  the  Coercion  Bill, 
yet  all  the  pledges  merged  now  in  the 
present  proposition.  The. Irish  Members 
ought  no  longer  to  be  duped  or  smiled  out 
of  the  discharge  of  their  duty  by  the  noble 
Lord  opposite.  He  conceived  die  country 
could  only  be  benefited  in  this  respect  by 
the  extinction  of  tithes,  and  the  applica. 
tion  of  a  land*tax  for  the  national  purposes, 
and  the  fair  and  equitable  maintenance  of 
the  clergy.  He  should  be  glad  to  hear  the 
noble  Lord's  explanation  of  the  object  of 
the  Resolution  before  the  House. 

Lord  AUhorp  said,  that  the  object  of  his 
Resolutions  was  precisely  a  land- tax ;  for 
the  purpose  of  relieving  the  tenantry  from 
the  pressure  of  the  arrears  of  tithe  for  the 
last  three  years,  as  well  as  for  preceding 
periods.  The  proposed  mode  of  efiectins 
it  was,  that  each  parish  should  be  applotted 
for  the  amount  of  tithe  due,  and  that  the 
parish  should  then  have  the  power  of  applot- 
ting  upon  each  individual  in  possession  to  the 
amount  of  his  debt.  And  as  it  would  of 
course  be  a  great  hardship  that  those  who 
had  paid  their  tithe  should  be  subject  to 
this  tax,  it  was  proposed  to  relieve  them 
from  it,  and  the  receipts  for  the  payment 
of  their  tithe  would  be  a  quittance  in  full. 
The  object  proposed  to  be  attained  by 
Government  would  be  this ;  by  the  law, 
as  it  at  present  stood,  after  November  next, 
the  occupying  tenant  at  will  woidd  be 
freed  from  the  obligation  to  pay  tithe,  and 
the  impost  would  fail  upon  the  landlord. 
The  Government  intend^  to  propose,  that 
in  every  case  where  the  landlord  had  not 
compounded,  he  might,  within  a  certain 
time,  come  in  and  compound  at  a  reduc- 
tion of  fifteen  per  cent.  This  would  effect 
a  great  removal  of  pressure  from  the  poorer 
classes  in  Ireland,  from  a  body  almost  ex. 
clusively  Catholics;  while  the  landlords 
were  almost  as  exclusively  Protestants; 
and,  therefore,  the  proposed  relief  would 
exactly  apply  to  that  part  of  the  population 
most  entitled  to  it.  He  hoped  this  ex« 
planation  would  suffice  for  the  hon.  mem« 
her  who  spoke  last,  and  he  must  now 
refer  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon. 
member  for  Colchester  (Mr.  Harvey), 
whose  support  he  was  certainly  glad  to 
have ;  but  he  must  confess,  that  had  the 
hon.  Gentleman  not  expressly  promised 
his  support,  he  should,  from  the  apparent 
tendency  of  his  observations^  have  antic^ 


82* 


Arriars  of  Tithes  {CidMMOI^S} 


fTr%taki.y 


Mi 


pated  a  decided  opposition.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  animadverted  upon  the  €ro- 
vernment  for  an  alleged  readinesa  to 
lavish  money  on  every  occanon.  The 
proposition  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  went 
much  further  than  this  in  its  apparent 
tendency — for  *he  could  not  suppose  he 
meant  seriously  to  make  such  a  proposal — 
for  the  apparent  tendency  of  it  was  spolia- 
tion,  for  he  advised  them  to  take  Queen 
Anne's  bounty.  QMr.  Harvey:  As  a 
loan.]  Very  well  it  might  be'  so  osten- 
sibly; but  the  hon,  Gentleman  prefaced 
his  proposition  by  saying  that  the  money 
would  never  be  repaid^  and  he  (Lord 
Althorp)  could  not  but  think  that  borrow- 
ing without  an  intention  of  repayment 
amounted  almost  to  spoliation.  [Mr. 
Harvey:  The  Directors  of  the  Bounty 
would  take  care  of  themselves.]!  He 
thought  Government  would  take  equal  care 
in  providing  good  security,  and  he  con* 
sidered  that  the  land  in  Ireland  would  be 
quite  sufficient.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
said,  that  the  present  proposal  would  only 
induce  the  people  of  England  to  refuse 
to  nay  tithes ;  but  he  had  such  confidence 
in  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of  England, 
that  he  did  not  expect  that  it  would  lead  to 
any  such  refusal.  He  was  satisfied,  what- 
ever the  hon.  Gentleman  might  say,  that 
the  people  of  England,  the  great  mass  of 
the  community,  were  attached  to  the 
Church  of  England.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
was  like  other  persons,  he  kept  company 
with  a  particular  class  of  persons,  and  he 
fancied  that  their  opinions  were  the  opin- 
ions of  the  whole  community.  If  the 
hon.  Gentleman  expected  that  the  Church 
could  be  destroyed  he  was  mistaken,  and 
he  was  sure  if  the  Ministers  were  to  bring 
forward  any  plan  to  injure  the  Church  of 
England,  that  suoh  a  proposal  would  de- 
stroy the  Ministry.  He  felt  confident  that 
in  making  this  statement  he  was  speaking 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Englano. 
The  hon.  Gentleman,  and  those  who 
thought  like  the  hon.  Gentleman,  were, 
he  l^Iieved,  utterly  mistaken.  The  mea- 
sure, if  it  were  adopted,  would  do  good  to 
Ireland,  and  he  hopeil  the  House  would 
express  the  same  opinion  as  the  hon.  Gen. 
tleman  meant  to  express  by  his  vote,  and 
not  follow  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
aid  in  his  speech. 

Sir  Rofwri  Inglh  thought  that  the 
House  might  have  been  spared  much 
acrimonious  animadversion  on  the  charac- 
ter of  the  clergy  of  Ireland,  had  the  Irish 
Members  formerly  made   the  admissions 


which  had  this  night  been  made  hy  some 
of  their  most  violent  qjponents.  Tt  wax 
admitted,  that  tbey  had  not  exacted  Aar 
dues  with  as  much  rigour  as  the  landbnk 
Dr.  HaU,  he  recollected,  stated,  for  a  piece 
of  ground  of  600  acres,  a  landlord  rare  hira 
40.9.  for  tithes,  which  showed  the  dliaractfr 
of  landlords  as  payers ;  and  what  liad  been 
stated  to-night  showed  their  characters  as 
receivers.  He  would  not  however,  make 
any  comparisons — ^he  only  rose  to  say  that 
it  was  not  Mr  to  the  clergy  to  speak  of  the 
tithes  as  connected  with  spirittml  duties. 
He  denied  that  they  were.  Prom  the  in- 
stant the  tithes  were  separated  fVom  the 
Church  nine  centuries  ago  by  law,  thev 
ceased  to  be  given  for  any  spiritual  dutiei 
whatever.  lie  believed  tliat  the  nobk 
Lord  was  correct  as  to  ^at  he  said  of  the 
feelings  of  the  people  of  Enghmd,  in  oppo. 
sition  to  the  memner  for  (x)lcbester,  and 
that  opinion  would,  he  also  believed  be  con* 
firmed,  when  the  experiment  of  sttarkfaig 
the  Church  of  England  was  made.  Ad- 
mitting, (which,  however,  he  denied,)  tint 
some  clergymen  had  demanded  more  than 
their  due,  was  that  a  rea.%on  why  tlie  im- 
perial and  supreme  power  of  iht  realm 
should  punish  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy, 
or  even  the  same  clergyman  a  yeftr  or  two 
after  he  had  made  an  improper  demand  ? 
He  would  state,  for  the  intbrmation  of  tiie 
hon.*  member  fbr  Colchester,  that  Queen 
Anne's  Bounty  could  not  supply  a  sum 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  the  Reioltition« 
With  respect  to  payments,  he  was  sure  thai 
all  payments  were  ultimately  made  by  the 
lanalord,  and  came  out  of  land.  He  oould 
not,  therefore,  admit  that  an3rthing  was 
or  could  be  paid  by  the  tenants.  The 
hon.  Baronet  concluded  by  expresang  Ids 
satisfaction  at  the  measure. 

Mr.  O'Ferrall  did  not  see  how  anv 
English  Member  could  feel  himself  justified 
in  opposing  the  grant  of  money  proposed  by 
the  noble  Lord,  the  Chancdloror  the  Exche- 
quer, because  it  was  bv  the  votes  of  Englidi 
Members  that  the  uhurch  EstabKahment 
in  Ireland  was  maintained.  If  Engliilimfii 
wished  to  enjoy  the  luxury  of  a  smccurr 
Church,  he  had  no  objection ;  btit  ihej 
must  expect  to  pay  for  it.  He  had  no 
objection  to  the  vote ;  but  he  hoped  the 
amount  of  tithes  due  upon  the  land  would 
be  ascertained  by  a  fair  valuation.  Km 
such  as  the  average  valuation  of  the  last 
seven  years,  which  would  be  anything  but  a 
fair  one.  The  noble  Lord  must  be  well  awaiv 
that  the  last  seven  ycat^  had  exhibited  a 
greater  variation  in  the  price  of  wheat  and 
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oats  tlmn  tt  similar  periods  during  the  last 
thirty  years.    It  should  be  recollected,  also, 
that  the  clergy  had,  in  some  parishes,  con- 
ducted themselves  with  great  liberality: 
whilst,  in  others,  they  hi^L  disturbed  ihe 
tranquillity  of  the  country  by  the  severity 
of  their  exactions.    Would  it  then  be  fair, 
that   the   former  should  suffer  for  their 
liberality,  and  the  latter  benefit  by  their 
rapacity  ?    He  hoped  that  some  mode  of 
valuation  would  be  devised  by  which  these 
anomalies  would  be  avoided.  He  must  allude 
to  another  circumstance  in  connexion  witb 
this  subject.     The  Bill  of  the  right  hon. 
member  for  the  University  of  Cambridge 
left  it  to  the  option  of  parishes  to  enter 
into  a  oompontion  for  tithes,  but  the  Bill 
of  last  Session  rendered  it  compulsory  upon 
them  to  do  so ;  and  it  also  provided  that  if 
its  provisions  were  not  complied  with  at  a 
stated  time,  the    LordJieutenant  should 
have  the  power  of  appoindng  valuators  of 
his  own.     This  provision  had  given  rise  to 
much  abuse ;  for,  as  it  was  impossible  that 
the  Lord-lieutenant  should  know  anything 
of  the  qoali^cations  of  the  persons  whom 
he  appointed,  the  appointments  had  gener.. 
ally  taken  place  as  a  matter  of  fevour.    He 
knew  an  instance  of  a  penon  having  applied 
to  the  late  right  hon.  Secretary  for  Ireland 
to  be  nppointed  a  valuator ;  and  the  right 
hon*    Gentleman,    after   proper    inquiry, 

C»mised  him  the  appointment,  but  the 
rd-lieutenant    set  tnis   promise  aside, 
and  appointed  an  incompetent  person.     It 
must  be  evident  that  a  stranger  to  the 
neighbourhood  in  which  he  came  to  make 
a  valuation  would  not  make  so  good  a  one 
as  a  person  who  resided  on  the  spot,  and 
was  acquainted  with  the  land*    When  a 
gentleman  wished  to  have  his  estate  valued, 
he  always  employed  a  person  acquainted 
with  it  to  execute  the  task.     Notwith- 
standing the  declaration  of  the  hon  Baro- 
net, the  member  for  the  University  of 
Oxford,  he  thousht  it  would  be  the  tenant, 
and  not  the  landQord,  who  would  pay  the 
tax  which  the  noble   Lord  proposed  to 
establish  on  the  land.  It  was  most  unlikely 
that  landlords  would  tell  their  tcnanta-at- 
will  that  if  they  did  not  pay  the  tax  they 
taust  quit,  and  thus  the  noble  Lord  would 
have  only  transferred  the  tithes  from  the 
Church  to  the  landlords.     He  was  most 
desirous  that  some  amicable  arrangement 
should  be  come  to  on  this  subject,  and  it 
^ould  very  much  facilitate  the  progress  of 
the  measure  now  prcipiscd  if  the  noble 
Lord  would  allow  the  Act  of  last  Session 
to  W  aeot  to  a  Select  Committee,  with  a 


view  of  having  some  of  its  objectionaUe 
parts  expunged. 

Mr.  Finn  said,  that  the  whole  sjrslem  of 
tithes  in  Ireland  roust  be  altered.  The 
Established  Church  in  Ireland,  received 
from  17'.  to  S0«.  annually,  from  each  Pro. 
testant.  In  England,  the  Established 
Church  received  10^.  per  head,  from  each 
Protestant;  in  Scotland,  the  established 
religion  was  much  cheaper ;  in  France,  the 
Established  Church  got  no  more  than  lOd. 
per  head  from  its  members ;  and  in  Anieriea 
-^the  country  which  he  approved  of  most 
•-people  paid  what  they  pleased  to  their 
religious  instructors,  and  went  to  heaven 
the  best  way  they  could  find  out.  He 
begged  to  ask  the  noUe  Lord,  whether  it 
was  intended  that  the  ingoing  tenant  should 
be  compelled  to  pay  the  tax.  It  might 
happen,  that  a  man  who  had  paid  hia  own 
tithes,  would  take  land  on  which  arrears 
were  due;  in  that  case,  it  would  be  mon* 
stronsly  unjust  to  make  him  pay  them. 

Lord  Aiikorp  replied,  that  the  tax  would 
be  fixed  upon  the  land ;  and,  therafera,  in 
the  case  put  by  the  hon.  Member,  the  per* 
son  who  took  the  land  would  be  compelled 
to  pay.  So  far,  injustice  would  be  done, 
but  it  could  not  be  avoided. 

Mr.  GiAome  said,  it  was  clear  that  the 
(Government,  by  their  scheme,  would  merely 
shift  the  tithes  from  thoie  who  ought  to 
pay  it  to  the  owners  of  the  land,  or,  if  it 
did  not  do  that,  it  would  merely  make  them 
the  colleotors  of  tithes  instead  of  the  der^ 
gymen.  Last  year,  the  House  were  told, 
that  when  the  collection  of  the  tithes  was 
transferred  from  the  clergy  to  the  Crown, 
all  irritation  would  cease,  and  that  they 
would,  henceforth,  be  obtained  with  the 
utmost  facilitv :  but  no  one  would  venture 
to  assert  that  this  prediction  had  been  veri* 
fied ;  indeed,  it  was  notorious,  that  it  was 
more  diCBcult  to  collect  tithes  now,  than  it 
had  ever  been  before.  Was  it  fair  to  put 
the  landlords  in  the  unenviable  situation  of 
collectors  of  tithes?  He  disliked  all  this 
juggling — ^iirst,  transferring  the  ooUection 
of  tithes  from  the  clergyman  to  the  Crown, 
and  then  from  the  Crown  to  the  landowner, 
whilst  the  substantial  grievance  was  allowed 
to  remain  behind.  The  real  and  substantial 
grievance  was,  that  the  people  of  Ireland 
were  compelled  to  pay  their  money,  to 
support  a  ('hurch  of  which  they  did  not  ap- 
prove, and  that  grievance,  the  present  inea« 
sure  would  not  cure  in  the  slif^test  da- 
grce.  I'hc  propoftition  of  Government  was 
merely  a  roisi-rable  temporary  palliattva. 
He  would  oiler  a  sin^  observation  upon 
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the  ratnarksy  which  the  nohle  Chanoellor  of  ^ 
the  Ezcliequer  had  made  upon  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Colchester.  The 
latter  hon.  Member  had,  perhaps,  rather 
over-rated  the  feeling  in  this  country 
against  the  Church  ;  but  he  was  sure»  that 
the  noble  Lord  had  gone  as  much  beyond 
the  mark  on  the  other  side.  On  the  whole, 
however,  he  had  no  doubt,  that  the  Church 
Establishment  in  this  country  was  approved 
of  by  the  great  majority  of  the  people. 
With  respect  to  the  Church  in  Ireland,  the 
case  was  very  different.  He  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  participating  in  the  festivities  of 
deans  and  chapters,  nor  of  mixing  in  extra- 
vagantly Conservative  societies,  but  in  those 
societies  to  which  he  was  admitted  out  of 
that  House,  it  was  generally  acknowledged 
that  the  Irish  Church  could  not,  and  all 
ajneed  that  it  ought  not,  to  be  maintained. 
When  this  was  the  eeneral  feeling,  why 
did  not  Ministers  spei£  out  boldly?  It  was 
related  of  Dr.  Johnson,  that  after  he  became 
eminent  in  the  world,  he  always,  when  in 
presence  of  his  first  master,  exhibited  the 
greatest  deference  to  his  opinions,  although 
there  was  no  comparison  between  the  in. 
tellectual  powers  of  the  two  men^  Johnson 
accounted  for  this  by  sa3ring,  that  he  never 
could  divest  himself  of  the  feeling  that  his 
old  master  ought  to  have  the  same  control 
over  him,  that  he  possessed  when  he  was 
but  a  boy.  He  believed,  that  Ministers  la- 
boured under  some  involuntary  feelings  of 
that  kind  towards  the  Tories.  They  had 
been  so  long  under  the  domination  of  their 
opponents,  that  they  had  acquired  a  feeling 
of  deference  for  Tory  opinionst  Whenever 
they  were  about  to  propose  a  great  measure, 
the  first  question  which  suggested  itself  to 
their  minds  vras :  "  What  will  the  Tories 
say  to  this?"  He  did  not  wish  to  see  a 
collision  between  the  two  branches  of  the 
L^i;islature — ^he  deprecated  it  as  much  as 
any  man ;  but  he  could  not  shut  his  eyes  to 
the  fact,  that,  do  what  they  might,  they 
were  not  likely  to  avoid  it.  He  hoped, 
that  when  the  collision  did  take  place,  the 
House  would  act  with  firmness  and  temper- 
ance. Nothing  but  the  feeling  which  he 
had  referred  to,  could  have  induced  the 
Government  to  bring  forward  such  a  mea. 
sure  as  that,  relating  to  the  Irish  Church, 
and  to  recommend  it  upon  such  grounds. 
They  said  it  was  a  measure  which  would 
confirm  and  consolidate  the  Irish  Church. 
That  might  be  an  excellent  reason  for  Pro. 
testants,  but  it  was  anything  but  a  good 
one  for  Catholics.  Sudi  a  reason  as  that 
did  not  recommend  the  measure  to  him. 


He  would  Tote fbr  it,  on  thegraoad  dutit 
furnished  an  instalment  of  &,  &d*  in  the 
pound,  and  that,  as  an  inevitable  oonsfr- 
quence,  the  whole  must  follow.  He  would 
not  shrink  from  avowing,  that  such  was  tk 
ground  upon  which  he  supported  the  BiH 
for  regulating  the  Temporalities  c^  the 
Church  in  Ireland.  In  condusion  he  stated, 
that  he  objected  to  the  propositioa  before 
the  Committee,  because  there  was  a  risk 
that  the  money  to  be  voted  would  never  bt- 
returned  to  the  public,  that  it  would  un* 
justly  impose  a  burthen  on  the  landlord, 
and  would  not  allay  the  irritation  which 
existed  upon  the  subject  of  tithes. 

Mr.  Shaw  said,  the  precept  of  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  was  cer. 
tainly  much  better  than  his  example  ;  fur 
he  accused  others  of  wandering  from  the 
real  question  before  the  House.  He  pn»- 
mised  to  call  hon.  Members  back  to  the 
Resolutions  moved  by  the  noUe  Locd ;  siui 
be  had  given  a  dissertation  on  Toryism  in 
eeneral— on  the  House  of  Liords — on  the 
Portuguese  question — and  various  other 
subjects,  which  no  one  would  contend  huJ 
any  connexion  with  the  present  questitm. 
However,  on  the  point  of  the  Established 
Church,  he  would,  at  once,  join  issue  with 
the  hon.  Member ;  first,  merely  observing 
that  he  trusted  the  Government  would  takr 
a  salutary  warning  from  the  admisfion  of 
the  hon.  Member,  that  his  sole  olject  in 
supporting  the  Irish  Church  Reform  Bill, 
was,  not  to  reform,  but  to  destroy  the  Iri^ 
Church.  The  hon.  Member  accused  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  of  a  desire  to  uphold  it, 
as  if  that  was  a  crime  in  them ;  but  he 
would  boldly  tell  his  Majesty's  Ministers. 
that  it  was  their  plain  and  positive  duty  to 
uphold  the  Established  Church  in  Ireland, 
and  that  they  could  not  abandon  that  duty, 
without  disseveriog  the  union  between 
England  and  Ireland ;  of  which  it  was  an 
essential  and  fundamental  article,  that  the 
Churches  of  England  and  Ireland  shall  be 
united,  continued  and  preserved.  Neither 
could  they  advise  his  Majesty  to  such  a 
course  without  a  violation  of  his  solemn 
oath.  Yesl  (said  the  hon.  and  leanieJ 
Member,)  I  unhesitatingly  afiirm  thaL  I 
have  never  been  the  iSvocate  of  extreme 
views  in  reference  to  the  Coronation  Ootb. 
In  the  discussion  on  the  Church  Bill,  which 
at  least  professes  to  conduce  to  the  elBciencjr 
of  the  Established  Church,  I  have  n«vtf 
alluded  to  the  subject ;  but  will  any  man 
of  common  sense — of  common  honour — orof 
common  honesty,  tell  me,  tliata  minister  of 
the  Crown  could  advise  the  King  of  Eng- 
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land  "  to  dcscrof" — ^unqualifiedly  to  destroy 
the  Established  Church  ?  QMr.  Gisbome: 
It  is  disorderly  to  accuse  any  (ventleman 
of  want  iof  honour  or  honesty.  ]  He  meant 
nothing  personal  to  the  hon.  Member.  He 
did  not  hear  him  say  that  he  would  give 
fiuch  advice.  He  merely  put  a  hypothetical 
The  hon.  Member,  as  an  individual, 


case. 


had  a  right  to  hold  what  opinion  he  pleased, 
but  he  must  take  leave  to  sav,  with  the 
freedom  and  lit>erty  of  speech  which  he 
claimed  for  himself,  as  an  independent  Mem- 
ber of  that  House,  that  no  man  in  the  re- 
sponsible station  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
could  advise  his  Majesty  to  give  his  consent 
to  the  overthrow  of  the  Established  Church, 
and  thus  counsel  the  base  crime  of  perjury, 
without  forfeiting  all  character  for  honour 
or  honesty — ^for  personal  good  faith— for 
allegiance  to  his  King,  and  duty  to  his 
country.     In  respect  of  religion,  too,  he 
believed  the  maintenance  of  the  Established 
Church  to  be  of  extreme  importance.     He 
could  not  agree  with  the  hon.  member  for 
Kilkenny  (Mr.  Finn)  that  each  man  should 
be  left  to  pay  for  his  own  religion  as  he 
would  for  his  lawyer,  and  in  the  words  of 
the  hon,  Member  ''to  so  to  heaven  as  he 
best  could ;"  as  if  the  lion.  Member  had 
been  speaking  of  hiring  a  hackney  coach. 
He  would  not  enter  upon  any  religbus 
discussion,  but  would  merely  lay  down  as 
a  maxim  of  mixed  political  and  Christian 
economy— that  while  in  all  matters  that 
concerned  our  temporal  wants  a  demand 
was  sure  to  create  a  supply-— in  regard  of 
Hpiritual  things,  so  far  as  they  were  effected 
by  human  agency  and  means,  a  supply  must 
be  laid  before  the  mind  to  induce  a  de. 
mand  or  desire  for  'their  enjoyment.     The 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  Finn)  had  charged  the 
established  clergy  of  Ireland  with  tena- 
ciously clin^ng  to  the  temporalities  of  their 
Church.     How  little  did  he  know  them ! 
f^f  how  grossly  did  he  misrepresent  them  ! 
Was  it  dinging  to  the  mere  property  of 
the  Church  to  remain  with  patience  and 
Almost  without  complaint,  for  three  years, 
deprived    of  the  legal   and  almost  only 
means  of  their  support  ?     Hon.  Members 
talked  of  the  poor  people  having  to  sell  their 
last  cow  and  their  last  pig — not  because 
they  Gonid  not,  but  because  they  obstinately 
would  not,  pay  the  small  sum  which  they 
well  knew  was  due,  and  which  before  inter, 
^ted  agitation  commenced  they  used  cheer, 
fully  topay  the  clergyman.  But  he  could  heap 
wistance  upon  instance  where  the  clergy 
themselves  sold  their  last  horse  and  their 
l**t  cow,  some  to  give  food  to  their  faroi- 
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lies,  and  others  to  give  it  to  their  still 
more  sufiering  friends,  on  account  of  their 
lawful  incomes  being  withheld.  One  case 
he  had  become  acquainted  with  within  the 
last  few  days,  where  a  portion  of  the  fund 
so  benevolently  collected  in  England  for 
the  relief  of  the  distressed  clergy  iiad  been 
sent  to  one  of  them,  and  he  returned  it, 
stating  *'  that  he  would  not  draw  u)x>n  that 
source  while  he  had  a  book  and  a  silver 
spoon  left,  of  which  a  few  still  remained  to ' 
him,  and  that  there  were  others  of  his 
brethren  who   wanted  it  more."    W.xs  it 

» 

manly  or  {generous  to  malign  such  men 
as  these.  The  hon.  member  for  Waterford 
(Mr.  Barron)  had  drawn  n  very  stnmg 
picture  of  what  he  called  the  oppressicm 
of  the  clergy  of  his  neighbourhood  in  re. 
spect  of  the  costs  they  had  imposed  upcm 
the  people.  Now,  he  had  that  day  had  an 
opportunity  of  conversing  with  a  most  re- 
spectable and  worthy  clergyman  of  that 
neighbourhood,  and  his  case  would  illustrate 
many.  His  tithes  had  been  systematically 
refused  to  him  for  the  last  three  years. 
He  at  length  applied  to  two  gentlemen  in 
his  parish  wiUi  whom  he  was  personally 
acquainted*-one  owed  about  5L  the 
other  2/.  They  both  told  him  they 
would  not  pay  him,  in  opposition  to  the 
general  agreement  to  that  enect  which  the 
parish  had  entered  into,  but  that  he  must 
take  his  remedy.  He  replied  that  then 
they  must  not  complain  of  his  putting 
them  to  costs,  and  he  desired  his  attorney 
to  proceed  against  the  two  gentlemen,  and 
as  far  as  possible  to  spare  the  poorer  )ittrish« 
ioners.  The  attorney  was  obliged  to  sue 
them  in  the  superior  courts,  and  then  no 
doubt  the  costs  exceeded  considerably  the 
original  demand;  but  surely  under  these 
circumstances  the  clergyman  was  not  to 
blame.  The  intimidation  prevailing  in  the 
county  was  such,  that  it  was  difficult  even 
to  procure  an  attorney  to  act;  but  he  under, 
stood  the  one  alluded  to  had  conducted  him- 
self with  propriety.  Yet  the  hon.  member 
for  Waterford  called  him  a  '*  wretch  of  an 
attorney."  Calling  names  proved  nothing ; 
and  while  the  hon.  Member  spoke  of  a 
*'  wretch  of  an  attorney"  at  Waterford,  it 
would  be  just  as  easy  for  the  attorney  at 
Waterford  to  speak  of  a  wretch  of  a  Mem. 
her  of  Parliament — without  either  one  or 
the  other  establishing  any  fact  by  the 
abuse.  But  really  it  was  a  loss  of  time  to 
dwell  longer  upon  that  of  which  every 
reasonable  man  m  the  House  had  not  only 
been  reasoning,  but  for  the  last  two  years 
legislating  upon,  as  an  assured  and  admitted 
2E 
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state  of  things — namely,  that  a  universal 
combination  existed  against  the  payment  of 
tithes,  and  consequently  that   the  clergy 
were  reduced  to  the  utmost  distress.     He 
would  not  reproach  the  Ministers,  although  ' 
he  could  not  but  feel  that  to  their  want  of 
vigour  and  vindication  of  the  law  the  pre-  j 
sent  difficulties  were  owing.     He  was  fully  | 
impressed,  too,  with  the  justice  of  the  ob>  i 
servation  that  they  were  furnishing  a  mont  ' 
dangerous  precedent,  and  that  their  conduct , 
would  be  referred  to  as  a  justification  for 
the  resistance  of  the  law  in  other  cases. 
The  evil,  however,  as  regarded  the  clergy 
had  gone  to  so  formidable  an  extent  that 
some  remedy  must  be  provided.     He  there- 
fore should  supix>rt  the  llesolution  of  the 
noble  Lord,  but  the  noble  Lord  would,  he 
hoped,  allow  him  to  suggest  that  a  large 
arrear  was  due  previous    to   1831  ;   and 
though,  perhaps,  the  noble  Lord  might  ex- 
pect those  of  tne  clergy  who  were  likely  to 
derive  the  full  benefit  of  the  three  years' 
tithes  to  forego  some  of  their  strict  rights, 
the    noble    Lord    could  not    expect  that 
in   the   case    of   the     representatives    of 
deceased  clergymen  ;  and  their  demands^  at 
all  events,  even  though  not  included  in  the 
years  specified  in  the  Resolution,  the  noble 
Lord  would,  he  trusted,  allow.     He  (Mr. 
Shaw)  had  lx.'en  misreportcd  to  have  stated^ 
that  he  would  willingly  accede  to  the  pro- 

fosition,  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  clergy. 
le  had  no  authority  to  make,  and  he  did 
not  make,  that  statement.  He  merely  said, 
what  he  was  willing  to  repeat — that  from 
his  knowledge  of  their  general  feelings  and 
dispositions  he  was  persuaded  they  would 
consider  any  proposition  for  an  adjustment 
of  this  question,  in  that  spirit  of  candour 
and  lil)ei*ality  by  which  their  conduct  had 
at  all  times  been  characterized. 

Mr.  LUiklon  said,  that  when  the  tithe 
collection  bill  of  last  Session  was  put  into 
operation,  there  were  104,285/.  (out  of  a 
total  of  105,693/.  arrears)  tithe  arrears,  of 
which  83,334/.  were  proclaimed  by  Govern- 
ment to  be  paid  within  a  certain  day  on 
certain  terms ;  21,000/.  odd  were  not  pro- 
claimed.  Well,  of  these  8'^,334/.  thus  pro- 
claimed, the  Government  could  only — such 
was  the  universality  and  energy  of  the 
resistance — recover  12,100/.  In  such  a 
state  of  things,  therefore,  it  was  plain,  that 
there  was,  between  this  almost  national 
resistance  to  tithes  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  aii^ert  the 
authoritv  of  the  law  on  the  other,  only  the 
alternative  of  his  noble  friend's  propositions, 
or  something  like  them.     Those  were  re- 


commended by  the  oircumtttno^  tlwt 
whereas  by  the  bill  of  last  yoar*  whea 
60,000/.  was  advanced  to  the  Iriab  C3lergy. 
the  Government  had  to  levy  tbo  tithes  of 
the  occupier,  the  cottier,  and  the  anall 
farmer,  with  whom  the  clergy  bad«  so 
prejudicially  to  their  influence,  brought  us 
in  frequent  collision  i  whilei  by  the  noble 
Lord's  measure,  the  clergy  would  not  be 
brought  into  contact  with  either  tenaqt  or 
landlord,  and  the  Government  would  not 
look  to  the  tenant  for  rqiayroent*  but  to 
the  landlord,  by  a  direct  tax  an  bia  land. 
Hon.  Members  were  in  error  in  otprihing 
greater  severity  to  the  tithei^oHecton  w 
laymen  than  to  those  of  dergyroen ;  they 
were  both  equally  obnoxious  to  the  diarge 
of  severity,  with  this  exception  in  fairour 
of  the  olei^yman,  that  he  was  wholly  de. 
pendentfor  existence  on  hia  church  pvoperty, 
which  oould  not  be  in  fairness  loi^  of  the 
lay  impropriator.  There  was  also  ecoae 
error  as  to  the  cliarge  that  the  Goverm^ent 
had  harshly  insisted  upon  the  oeyment  of 
tithes  due  oul^  on  the  Ist  of  Mej«  after 
the  BilVd  coming  into  operation,  80  far 
from  it,  the  Irish  ^vemment  gave  explicit 
orders  that  such  tithes  should  not  be  oonsi- 
dored  an  arrear  tithes,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  afford  no  aid  in  their  ool* 
lection. 

Major  Beauclerk  said,  that  in  his  opin. 

ion,  the  speech  of  the  lion,  member  for 

Derbyshire  was  one  of  the  most  sensible  he 

I  had  heard  in  that  House  for  some  timc(;  and 

j  however  it  might  be  received  within  those 

;  walls,  would  produce  a  great  effect  out  of 

that  House,     It  was,  in  his  opinion,  very 

unfair  of  the  Government  to  throw  upon 

the  Irish  landlords  debts  which  they  had 

never  contracted.    Government  would  have 

acted  much  more  fairly,  if,  out  of  the 

3,000,000/.    which    they    promised     that 

;  House  from    the  Church    Temporalities, 

they    had    undertaken     to     pay     these 

arrears. 

I      Mr.  Baldwin  couhl  assure  Ministers  that 

:  they  greatly  deceived  themsdyes  if  they 

I  suppo^  tbat  by  shifUng  the  burthen  k 

tithes  from  the  tenant  to  the  landlord^  they 

'  thereby  got  rid  of  the  national  outcry  against 

titlies.     The  only   effect  of  the  transfer 

would  be  the   uniting   the  landlord   »nd 

tenant  in  a  close  phalanx  against  the  lithe. 

collector. 

Mr.  Murray^  without  going  all  the 
length  of  the  hon.  member  lor  DerbyKhire. 
(Mr.  Gisbome)  could  not  but  protest  against 
the  monstrous  doctrine  of  the  hon.  and 
leaiued  member  for  Dublin  University  (Mr* 
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Shaw),  Aatj  fbrpoolb,  to  meddle  witb  the 
ptopwty  of  the  Iriih  Church  would  be  to 
destxoy  tfaa  Conititutiim.  Aooordingtothat 
hon.  Member*  it  mattered  not  tniit  the 
membwi  of  the  Estebltfhed  Church  were 
only  at  one  to  100  of  the  population,  that 
100  muit  be  taxed,  an  if  the  Church  was 
etaentially  national  The  doctrine  was 
inonstfoufl.  Hon.  Members  had  better  be 
aware  in  their  appeals  to  what  they 
called  the  '*  fundamental  laws  on  which 
rested  the  Protastant  Church  of  this  Pro* 
testaatConstitution."  To  what  did  they  ap* 
peal>  unless  to  the  legislative  omnipotence  of 
Parliament*  whidi  conferred  those  privi. 
leges  on  the  Church  p  If  Parliament  had 
doubted  its  own  omnipotence  when  the 
church  mperty  was  wrested  from  the  Ca. 
Iholic  dinrgyj  and  in  degree  banded  over  to 
the  dergyof  the  new  persuanon,  where 
would  tmase  Aindamental  laws  be  now? 
And  if  Parilament  was  then  omnipotent* 
what  was  there  in  the  cireumstances  of  the 
19th  eeatury  to  prevent  its  exercising  its 
legislative  sovereignty  over  the  property  of 
a  Cbuiah  the  membm  of  which  were  only 
A  fraction  of  tba  people-*-'the  Church  of 
Irdand? 

Mr.  Bellew  would  oppose  the  noble 
Lord's  Resolutions,  as  he  conceived  they 
left  the  main  evil  of  the  tithe  system  in 
Ireland  untouched»^namely»  the  great  dis* 
proportion  between  the  remuneration  of 
the  clergyman  of  the  Established  Church 
and  that  possessed  by  the  Presbyterian  and 
Catholic  pastors.  The  hon.  member  read 
an  extract  from  Mr-  O'Brien's  pamphlet  on 
tithes*  in  order  to  show,  that  the  cost  of  an 
episcopalian  clergyman  in  Ireland  was  as 
twenty*  while  that  of  the  Presbyterian 
clergyman  but  two*  and  the  Catholic  but 
one.  Then,  the  revenues  in  the  county  of 
Clare*  in  which  the  writer  lived*  for  the 
religious  instructicm  of  the  members  of  the 
Est^isbed  Church  was  WU  a-family*  while 
it  was  but  U.  for  the  Catholic.  This 
flagrant  and  most  unjust  disproportion  was 
the  parent  evil  of  the  Irish  Church  Estab- 
lishment. 

Mr.  Montague  Chapman  was  also  opposed 
to  dm  noble  Lord's  ftcsolution^-because 
they  provided  no  remedy  for  the  parent  evil 
of  the  tithe  system.  It  should  do  remem- 
bered that  Irelami  was  not  a  Protestant 
country  <-^that  the  mass  of  its  inhabirants 
professed  a  religion  different  from  that  of 
the  Established  Church.  Now,  an  Estah. 
lisbed  Church  meant  a  natiimal  ("hurdi, 
and  till  Ireland  was  converted  to  the  Pni. 
testant  faith  the  Establbhed  Church  could 


not  be  said  to  be  natumal  ;-«-that  was*  the 
Catholics*  the  preponderating  majority  of 
its  inhabitants*  would  have  a  just  right  to 
Qomplain  of  being  taxed  for  the  support  of 
a  Church  which  was  not  that  of  thepec^le. 
It  was  not  the  amount  of  the  tidies  of 
which  the  Catholics  complained*  but  of  their 
appropriation  to  Uses  other  than  the  sup- 
port of  their  own  Church  Establishment, 
and  so  long  as  they  were  Catholics,  they 
would  and  ought  to  denounce  90  ui^ust  a 
principle. 

Mr.  JameM  Talbat  said,  that  on  a  ques. 
tion  of  such  importance  on  whidi  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  the  country  de. 
pended,  he  could  not  but  be  anxious  to 
express  his  opinion.  He  had  found  it  difll. 
cult  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of  the  Re* 
sidutions  under  coninderation.  Resuoposed 
it  was  meant  that  the  hindlord  should  pay 
die  tithes,  and  that  this  was  described  by 
his  Majestv's  Ministers  to  be  an  act  of 
justice.  This  might  be  so ;  but  he  should 
like  to  know  what  the  landlords  would  call 
it.  As  far  as  he  understood  these  Besolu. 
tions,  he  did  not  connder  them  to  be  bene, 
ficial  even  to  the  Church.  The  measures 
they  pledged  the  House  to  promote*  would 
not  be  sufficient  to  suppress  the  combination 
against  the  payment  of  tithes— ^which  ex- 
tended to  all  classes  and  all  interests  in  Ire« 
land.  The  same  feeling  which  induced 
an  assembly  to  resolve,  diat  he  who  paid 
dthes  was  an  enemy  to  his  country^  was 
likely  for  some  time  to  animate  every  party 
in  Ireland,  and  to  stimulate  them  to  further 
opposition.  One  point  had  been  gready 
misunderstood  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers, 
by  that  House*  and  he  had  almost  said,  by 
the  country.  The  people  of  Ireland  did 
not  complain  of  the  actual  amount  of  the 
dthe  levied  upon  them*  However  grievous 
the  imposition  might  be  in  many  instances^ 
and  however  vexatious  the  mode  of  collec- 
tion, it  was  not  to  the  amount,  but  to  the 
appropriation,  that  they  objected;  and 
whatever  commutation  might  be  intro- 
duced, so  long  as  that  appropriation  remain- 
ed as  it  was  at  present,  it  would  be  a  ksdng 
source  of  dissension  and  bloodshed.  No 
man  could  be  more  averse  to  a  system  of 
passive  resistance  than  himself.  He  depre* 
cated  it  as  much  as  any  man  in  that  House, 
or  as  any  noUe  Lord  in  the  other  House, 
considering  it  a  system  which  must  lead  to 
the  most  injurious  results ;  at  the  same  time 
he  felt*  and  had  always  felt,  that  the  col- 
lection of  tithes  for  the  purposes  to  which 
they  were  at  present  appropriated,  could  not 
be  justified  od  any  principle  of  equity  or 

2  E2 


«39 


Arrears  of  Tithes  {COMMONS} 


f  Ireland.) 


840 


expeSiencj. .  It  was  v^ry  fashionable^  at 
present,  to  talk  about  imposing  a  tax  upon 
Irish  hmdlords,  and  it  certainly  seemed  to 
be  a  question  which  pleased  both  sides  of 
the  House.  He,  however,  must  express 
his  dissent  from  the  principle.  Tbere  were 
'some  unworthy  men  in  every  class  of  life, 
but  there  were  many  good  resident  landlords 
in  Ireland.  The  hon.  and  learned  member 
for  the  University  of  Dublin,'  who  had  with 
so  much  ability,  with  so  much  eloquence 
-—he  wished  he  could  say  with  so  much 
common  sense — advocated  the  interests  of 
the  Established  Church  of  Ireland^  had 
gone  into  arguments  involving  very  high 
considerations,  higher,  indeed,  than  were  at 
all  necessary  to  introduce  into  the  discus- 
sion of  this  question .  The  hon .  and  learned 
Member  had  talked  about  the  Cor6nation 
Oath,  and  had  been  very  eloquent  and  very 
declamatory,  upon  what  the  deserts  of  a 
Government  would  be,  if  they  proposed 
the  destruction  of  the  Established  Church 
in  Ireland.  If  ever  there  was  a  question 
calculated  in  all  its  ramifications  to  excite 
irritation,  to  engender  all  the  evils  which 
must  arise  from  endeavouring  to  conciliate, 
without  doing  justice,  and  to  dissever  the 
Union — even  to  destroy  all  connexion 
between  the  two  countries — it  was  the 
upholding,  at  all  risks,  and  at  all  hazards, 
the  present  appropriation  of  the  Church 
revenues  of  Ireland.  The  temporal  interests 
of  the  Protestant  Church,  as  had  been  well 
observed  by  the  hon.  Baronet,  the  member 
for  the  University  of  Oxford,  were  quite 
distinct  from  their  spiritual.  Many  mea- 
sures might  be  adopted  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  the  people  of  Ireland.  Of  course, 
it  was  not  expected  that  he  should  enter,  on 
this  occasion,  into  a  detailed  statement  of 
what  he  might  consider  would  be  a  proper 
appropriation  of  the  revenues  of  the  Church 
of  Ireland ;  but  he  should  think  that,  after 
the  abolition  of  tithes,  or  rather  the  impo. 
sition  of  a  land-tax,  the  proceeds  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  national  purposes,  the  landed 
property  of  the  Church  of  Ireland  would 
even  then  be  more  than  sufficient  to  serve  the 
spiritual  wantsof  the  Protestants  of  Ireland. 
Mr.  Dominick  Browne  said,  he  thought 
that  the  tithes  could  not  be  justly  applied  to 
temporal  objects.  Three  parts  of  Ireland 
were  Roman  Catholics,  and  only  one-fourth 
Protestants;  and  under  such  circumstances, 
the  Catholics  had  a  right  to  demand,  that  at 
least  one-half  of  the  ecclesiastical  property 
in  the  countrv  should  be  devoted  to  Roman 
Catholic  purposes.  Ireland  would  never 
be  contented,  until  the  Catholic  Church 


oould  resume  that  propordon  whidi  he  had 
mjsntioned  of  the  revenues  which  iTomusrly 
belonged  to  it.  Though  a  Protestant,  he 
considered  that  every  man  in  Ireland  was 
disgraced  by  a  system  which  placed  so  lai^ 
a  portion  of  the  Irish  people  in  a  state  of 
inferiority  with  respect  to  the  support  of 
their  religious  opinions.  He  was  sorry  to 
see  that  no  Catholic  Member  came  forward 
to  claim  the  rights  which  his  Church  dis. 
tinctly  possessed.  He  was  not  a  Catholic, 
but  he  looked  upon  himself  as  the  R^»e- 
sentatiye  of  the  Irish  people  in  genml. 
He  considered  the  possession  of  the  whole 
ecclesiasticalproperty  in  the  oountcy  by  the 
Protestant  Church,  as  throwing  odium 
upon  every  Protestant  in  Ireliand.  The 
sooner  they  got  rid  of  such  a  system,  and 
restored  the  people  to  their  rights,  the 
better  it  would  be  for  the  whole  empire. 

Sir  Husseif  Vivian  said,  that  thoueh  the 
numbers  of  the  Protestants  in  Iielana  were 
much  smaller  than  those  of  the  Catbolics, 
yet  the  property  in  the  hands  of  the  Pro- 
testants was  considerably  greater ;  so  that 
it  was  Protestant  property  Biter  ail  which 
paid  the  greater  portion  of  the  tithe  that 
was  applied  to  the  support  of  the  Protestant 
Church. 

Mr.  Finch  observed,  that  if  it  were 
wished  to  destroy  the  Church  of  Ireland  alto- 
gether, it  would  be  better  to  bring  forward 
a  distinct  Motion  for  that  purpose.  The 
property  of  the  Church  was  undoubtedly 
once  national,  but  it  was  no  longer  so,  and 
could  not  be  touched  without  a  violation  of 
justice.  He  considered  the  Church  Estab- 
lishment of  Ireland  to  be  one  of  the  noblest 
institutions  in  the  world.  He  should  cer- 
tainly vote  for  the  Resolutions,  but  he  did 
so  with  pain,  as  he  felt  that  was  only  a 
choice  of  evils. 

Mr.  Ward  said,  that  notwithstanding 
the  exhortations  of  the  hon.  Member  who 
had  just  addressed  the  House  (Mr.  Finch), 
he  could  not  separate  the  present  Resolu- 
tions  from  the  general  question  of  the  Irish 
Church  Establishment.  He  conddered  the 
two  as  indissolubly  connected,  and  he 
should,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  state,  with 
reference  to  both,  the  reasons  for  which  he 
should  support  the  Resolutions  then  before 
the  House.  He  should  vote  for  them,  not 
because  he  approved  of  them  in  principle, 
but  because,  having  modified  his  individual 
opinions  as  to  the  Reform  requisite  in  the 
Irish  Church  according  to  the  Government 
standard  —  having  diluted  them  down  to 
the  milk-and-water  consistency  of  the  B'iU. 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  he  was  unwilling 
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to  raue  a  difficulty  upon  any  new  point, 
until  he  saw  whether  this  Bill,  embodying 
as  it  did  those  ameliorations,  which  upon 
the  lowest  possible  estimate,  the  House  of 
Commons  held  to  be  indispensable  in  the 
Irish  Establishment,  would  be  suffered  to 
become  the  law  of  the  land  or  not  If  it 
were  so,  well,  a  useful  principle  would  be 
established,  which  might  be  worked  out 
gradually  in  after  times.  If  it  were  nut, 
the  House  would  stand  upon  strong 
ground  in  the  opinion  of  the  country  ;  for 
what  improvement  could  be  hoped  for,  in 
any  branch  of  our  system,  if  evezything 
approaching  to  improvement  were  resisted 
in  that  branch  where  it  was  most  required  ? 
There  was  one  more  suggestion  which  he 
should  venture  to  point  out  to  the  consider- 
ation of  his  Majesty's  Government— he 
meant  the  expediency  of  withholding  the 
present  grant,  which  he  could  not  but  re- 
gard as  a  bonus  to  the  Irish  clergy,  until 
the  fate  of  the  Temporalities  Bill,  in 
another  place,  was  ascertained.  For,  differ- 
ing, as  he  did,  toio  calo,  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  for  the  University  of 
Dublin  in  his  views  as  to  the  Irish  Church, 
which  he  (Mr.  Ward)  regarded,  in  its  pre- 
sent state,  not  as  a  fundamental  article  of 
the  Union,  but  as  a  fundamental  article  of 
the  disunion,  between  the  two  countries, 
he  should  be  very  reluctant  to  contribute, 
in  any  way,  to  its  support,  without  isome 
security  for  those  changes  which  could 
alone  render  its  existence  beneficial. 

Mr.  Edward  Rutkven,  as  the  Represent- 
ative of  a  large  Catholic  constituency,  felt 
himself  bound  to  resbt  any  attempt  to 
make  that  constituency  support  the  mi- 
nisters of  a  Protestant  Church.  It  was  as 
unjust  to  make  a  man  pay  for  the  mainte. 
nance  of  a  religion  which  he  did  not  believe, 
as  it  would  be  for  a  policeman  to  compel 
him  with  a  bayonet  to  enter  a  Church 
where  that  religion  was  preached,  and  to 
remain  there  during  the  whole  of  the 
service.  The  people  of  Ireland  were  natu- 
lally  averse  from  paying  money  which  was 
diverted  from  the  purpose  to  which  it  was 
originally  applied;  and  for  himself  he 
would  not  pay  it  until  he  was  forced  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  Lefroy  said,  he  had  been  anxious 
for  some  time  to  make  a  few  observations 
upon  the  Resolution  under  discussion,  but 
fidt  considerable  satisfaction  that  he  had 
not  succeeded  in  catching  the  Chairman's 
attention  before,  as  he  had  now  the  greatest 
pleasure  in  expressing  how  entirely  he  ap- 
pcovei  of  the  sentiments  Just  expressed  by 


the  right  hon.  Gentleman,'  the  Secretary 
for  Ireland.     Those  sentiments  were  of  the 
more  value,    as    several  Gentlemen   had 
spoken  in  so  very  different  a  strain  ;  some 
boldly  declaring,    that    Church   proper^ 
should    be     entirely    confiscated,    others, 
that    the   Protestant   Church  in  Ireland 
was    antUnational.      As     to    the    latter, 
though  many  Gentlemen  in  the  House 
might  desire    that  the    Catholics  should 
be  relieved,  from   the  payment  of  taxes 
to  that  Church,  he  roust  suppose  that  this 
was  from  a  hope  that  irritated  feelings, 
which  at  present  existed,  would  be  done 
away  with,  and  not  because  they  admitted 
that  the  Church  was  anti-national,  being 
the   Established    Church    of   the    united 
empire.      The  right  hon.   Secretary  had 
taken  hb  stand  on  a  firm  position ;  he  de- 
clared he  would  support  the  rights  of  pro- 
perty, and  in  doins  so  he  must  support  the 
property  of  the  Church,  for  that  property 
was  totally  distinct  from  the  spiritual  duties 
of  the  Church ;  and  if  the  Government 
attempted  to  interfere  with  it,  they  would 
have  a  troublesome  account  to  settle  with 
all  lay  proprietors  of  tithes,  whose  title  was 
exactly  the  same,  and  no  better  than  that 
of  churchmen.     With  respect  to  the  objec- 
tions made  by  certain  Gentlemen  as  to  the 
landlords  being  liable  to  the  tithe,  he  must 
express  his  surprise  that  these  objections 
should  come  from  the  quarter  they  did,  as 
those  hon.  Members  had  always  been  the 
most  forward  to  boast  in  that  House,  that 
they  only  wished  the  poor  to  be  relieved 
of  their  burthens,  and  that  they  desired  no 
indulgence  or  benefits  for  lan(Uords.     For 
his  part,  he  would  say,   that  he  would 
willingly  bear  his  share,  if  this  proposition 
was  supposed  to  be  useful  for  the  poorer 
classes  in  Ireland ;  and  though  he  generally 
voted  against  the  measures  of  Ministers,  he 
felt  peculiar  pleasure  in  supporting  them 
when   they  were  defending    a  just   and 
righteous  cause,  such  as  he  conceived  the 
present.     He  should  look  upon  this  night 
as  one  of  the  happiest  in  his  life,  if  ho 
assisted  in  passing  a  measure  which  would 
produce  tranquillity.  With  respect  to  some 
observations  which  had  fallen  from  an  hon. 
Member  upon  the  speech  of  his  learned 
friend,  the  member  for  the  University  of 
Dublin,  he  could  only  say,  that  they  were 
not  at  all  applicable.     His  learned  friend, 
and  those  with  whom  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  acting,    were    not   the   supporters  of 
abuses,  but  they  were  the  supporters  of  the 
rights  of  property ;  and  whilst  they  were 
anxious  to  remove  real  grievances,  or  do 
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away  with  real  abuses^  they  would  nerer 
consent  to  any  measures  which  would  upset 
the  Established  Churchy  or  extinguish  Pro. 
testaatism  in  Ireland,  valuing  such  privi- 
leges more  than  property  or  life  itself. 

Colonel  CoMo/^  would  not  have  obtruded 
himself  upon  the  notice  of  the  Committee, 
were  it  not  for  the  observations  which  had 
been  made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
member  for  the  county  of  Kildare  (Mr. 
Edward  Ruthven).  That  hon.  Gentleman 
had  stated,  that  he  was  the  Representative 
of  a  Roman  Catholic  constituency.  "  That 
cannot  possibly  be  the  case/'  said  the  hon. 
and  flaUant  Member,  ''  for  I  am  one  of  his 
constituents.'*  He  (Colonel  ConoUy)  must 
take  the  liberty  of  repeating,  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  grossly  ignorant  of  the 
nature  of  the  constituency  of  that  county, 
if  the  hon.  Member  for  a  moment  supposed 
himself  to  be  the  Representative  of  an  ex- 
clusively Roman  Catholic  body.  He  how- 
ever exculpated  the  hon.  Gentleman  from 
intentionally  misrepresenting  the  fact, 
inasmuch  as  he  was  most  prombly  ignorant 
of  the  character  of  the  constituency  of  the 
county  which  he  represented.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  was  not  to  be  blamed  for  this, 
as  he  did  not  possess  a  nngle  acre  in  the 
county.  He  would  take  that  op]iortunity 
of  stating,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  represent  the  property  of  the  county  of 
Kildare.  He  was  brought  into  that  House 
in  consequence  of  his  agitating  the  tithe 
question  from  one  end  of  the  county  to  the 
other.  He  would  state  it  broadly,  and 
without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the 
hon.  Member  owed  his  seat  in  that  House 
solely  to  the  circumstance  of  his  having 
entered  into  a  crusade  against  the  Es- 
tablished Church,  and  to  his  having  decried 
tithes.  He  should  be  wanting  to  his  own 
feelingB^*he  should  be  wanting  to  common 
truth  and  justice,  as  well  as  to  the  cha- 
racter of  the  county  in  which  he  resided-— 
were  he  not  to  lay  before  the  House  a 
statement  of  the  circumstances  to  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  owed  his  return.  He, 
in  common  with  all  those  who  felt  anxious 
for  the  welfare  of  the  Church  and  the  peace 
of  Ireland,  could  not  withhold  expressing  his 

frateful  thanks  for  the  boon  hu  Majesty's 
f  inisters  were  about  to  confer  upon  that 
most  exemplary  class  of  men— the  clergy  of 
the  Establuhed  Church  in  Ireland.  He  was 
rejoiced  to  find,  that  there  was  now  a  pros- 
pect of  relieving  them  from  the  starvation 
and  miseiy  to  which  they  had  been  reduced. 
He  was  most  happy  to  see,  that  Ministers 
wwe  at  length  sensitively  awakened  to  the 
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true  state  to  which  the  clergy  in  Irdand 
had  been  reduced ;  and,  as  far  as  an  humble 
individual  was  concerned,  who  warmly  et. 
poused  the  cause  of  the  dergf^  he  b^ged 
leave  on  their  behalf  to  tender  his  gratitude 
to  the  noble  Lord  and  his  Majesty  a  Mi- 
nisters for  the  relief  which  he  watf  about  to 
afford  them.  He  was  glad  to  find,  that  in 
the  course  of  this  debate  some  hon.  Mem. 
hers,  who  on  previous  occasions  had  vilified 
and  traduced  the  dergyi  had  that  nighl 
done  justice  to  their  characten.  The  tnith 
was,  that  so  far  from  being  the  rsBpadam 
monsters  which  thev  had  b^  described  to 
be,  there  never  was  a  more  exemplarf 
class  of  men  than  the  clergy  of  the 
Established  Church  in  Ireland*-men  who, 
by  their  mildness  and  forbearance,  not 
merely  conferred  honour  upon  the  derical 
character,  but  upon  human  nature.  Their 
conduct,  during  the  trials  and  privations  to 
which  they  had  latterly  been  subjected, 
afforded  one  of  the  most  pathetic  instances 
of  self-sacrifice  that  ootud  be  imagined. 
He  said  this  because  he  knew  the  fact  to  be 
so ;  he  had  witnessed  the  patience  and  for- 
bearance with  which  the  clergy  had  borne 
their  accumulated  and  unmerited  misfor- 
tunes ;  and,  knowing  these  ctnrumatanoes, 
he  should  be  wanting  in  justice  did  be  not 
give  expression  to  his  feelings  Althoi^ 
bis  Majesty's  Ministers  had  at  length  reoog. 
nised  the  rights  of  the  Church,  he  must 
take  the  lib^ty  of  warning  them  against 
being  led  away  by  the^spc&itive  propgusi- 
ties  of  many  of  their  supporters.  Those 
hon.  Members  lost  no  opportunity  of  deny. 
ing  the  Established  Church,  and  deserifaing 
the  conduct  of  its  ministers  as  bmtal  and 
rapacious--and  all  this  merely  because  the 
clergy  used  some  means  to  obtain  an  exist- 
ence. Having  been  driven  to  a  state  of 
starvatiou^^he  did  not  wish  to  exaggerate 
their  condition— it  was  not,  in  fact,  sus- 
ceptible of  exaggeration— after  having  been 
driven  to  such  a  state  of  misery-*to  bear 
them  abused  and  vilified,  was  more  than 
the  most  patient  could  listen  to,  or  the  most 
forbearing  tolerate.  It  was  not  necessary 
for  him,  in  the  present  stage  of  die  pro. 
ceedings,  to  enter  into  discussion  upon  the 
plan  proposed  by  his  Majesty's  Ministcn. 
Other  and  more  fitting  opportunities  would 
occur:  but  he  oould  not  sit  down  without 
offering,  on  the  part  of  the  EstabUabed 
^l^fgTi  ^be  humble  tribute  of  his  gratitude 
to  his  Mmesty's  Ministers. 

Mr«  Edward  Ruthven  said,  diat  aa  attack 
more  wanton  and  unconstitutional-«a  moiu 
ungeneiuiu  attack  wsa  never  made  h^  an/ 
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man  on  another^nd  that  other  a  young[ 
man  and  a  young  Member  of  that  House—-* 
than  had  been  made  upon  him  by  the  hon« 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down.  The  hon^ 
Member  had  talked  of  his  pretensions  to 
represent  the  county  of  Kildare.  His  prc- 
tensiona  were  easily  told.  He  had  bcea 
sent  to  that  House  by  the  people  of  Kil- 
dare. That  was  his  only  claim^  and  it 
was  one  more  honourable  and  more  just 
and  honest  than  to  have  been  sent  there 
to  represent  the  bigotry  and  fanaticism  of  a 
Bclfish  and  destructive  party.  As  to  the 
pro^ierty  he  possessed  in  the  county,  it  ill 
became  the  hon.  Member  to  say  anything 
about  that.  He  had  a  qualification  of  his 
own,  without  being  obliged  to  ask  any  man 
to  lend  him  one,  and  he  had  a  house  of  his 
own  in  the  county,  where  every  Gentle- 
man present  should  be  hospitably  received. 
He  thanked  the  House  tor  its'  attention 
while  he  had  repelled  the  attack  of  the  hon. 
Member. 

Colonel  Verner  rose  fcnr  the  purpose  of 
supportbg  the  Resolution.  The  clergy 
were  accused  of  tyianny  and  oppression, 
but  he  should  like  to  ask  those  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  brought  the  charges  how  they 
would  like  to  remain  three  years  without 
their  incomes.  He  much  feared  that  many 
of  those  hon.  Members  would  not  in  re- 
ality be  satisfied  with  the  abolition  €^  tithe 
—what  they  soueht  for  was  the  destruction 
of  the  Established  Church  in  Ireland.  The 
clergy  were  accused  of  acting  with  tyranny 
and  oppresnon— but  their  traducers  bad 
not  the  hardihood  to  state,  that  the  clergy 
had  not  as  good  a  right  to  their  tithes  as 
the  bndlora  had  to  his  rent ;  and  yet  for 
merely  seeking  by  legal  means  to  assert  a 
legal  right  they  were  vilified  and  calumni- 
ated. Many  of  the  clergy  had  been  ob- 
liged to  fly  the  country,  and  within  the  last 
few  days  one  of  that  body  had  called  upon 
liim  to  state,  that  in  consequence  of  his 
tithes  being  withheld  and  his  life  threat- 
ened, be  was  obliged  to  seek  refuge  in  a 
foreign  eountiy*  He  stated,  that  previous, 
ly  to  the  late  outcrv  being  raised  against 
tithei^  he  received  his  income  regularly,  and 
lived  on  the  best  terms  with  his  parishion- 
ers; bat  when  the  minds  of  the  people  be- 
eame  faiiaiiied,  and  he  was  forced  to  have 
leooorae  to  legal  means  to  recover  his  just 
rightSi  those  kindly  feelings  which  previ* 
oiuly  existed  between  him  and  his  paii^iion* 
ers  were  severed,  and  the  consequence  was, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  fly  the  country. 

LoedilAAoroHud:  ladnmedinconimon 
witb  othei%  tw  temper  in  which  the  pie- 


sent  Debate  was  commenced,  and  I  regret 
that  that  temper  has  not  been  preserved.  I 
have  been  thanked  by  some  hon.  Gentle- 
men, and  perhaps  more  than  I  deserve,  for 
bringing  this  proposition  forward.  My  real 
object  in  doing  so  was  not  altc^ther  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Cliurch,  but  because  I 
thought  that  there  was  extreme  danger  in 
allowing  the  present  state  of  things  to  con- 
tinue in  Ireland,  and  because  I  thought  that 
it  was  indispensable  that  Parliament  should 
interfere  and  put  a  stop  to  it.  I  was  quite 
aware,  that  it  was  a  proposition  which  was 
liable  to  certain  objections;  but  I  hoped, 
and  I  continue  to  hope,  that  it  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  much  good ;  and  therefore,  that 
the  House  will  overrule  those  objections, 
and  agree  to  a  proposition  that,  in  my  opin- 
ion, is  calculated  to  benefit  England  as  well 
as  Ireland.  It  is,  as  the  House  must  al- 
ready know,  intended  by  this  measure,  that 
the  landlords  should  be  entitled  to  recover 
from  those  tenants  who  themselves  have  not 
paid  their  tithes,  and  I  am  aware  that  this 
feature  of  the  measure  Is  open  to  some  ob- 
jection, and  even  to  an  objection  of  some 
apparent  weight;  but, upon  reflection,  I 
am  sure  the  Committee  ^ill  agree  with  me, 
that  the  weight  is  only  in  appearance.  ( 
think  the  Committee  will  also  agree  with 
me,  that  if  the  laud  tax  thus  intended  to  be 
imposed  were  to  be  collected  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  tithes  have  heretofore  been 
collected,  it  could  not  be  productive  of 
satisfaction,  as  it  must  of  necessity  be  looked 
upon  in  the  same  light  as  the  whole  bur- 
then of  tithes ;  if  tithes  were  to  be  collected, 
in  the  same  proportions  as  before,  the  pre- 
sent would  merely  be  looked  upon  as  a  re» 
petition  of  the  measure  of  last  Scsition,  and 
not  tend  in  the  slightest  degree  to  advance 
the  pacification  of  the  country.  It  is  very 
true,  and  I  do  not  shrink  from  the  admis- 
sion, that  I  do  propose  to  lay  on  a  land- 
tax  ;  and  however  it  may  eventually  be  re- 
ceived by  the  landlords  of  Ireland,  there  is 
no  shutting  our  eyes  to  the  truth,  that  such 
a  measure  is  unavoidable.  While  noticing 
this  feature  in  our  proceedings  on  this  sob* 
ject,  I  may  be  permitted  to  observe,  that 
from  the  moment  this  admission  was  first 
madej  a  change  came  over  the  views  of 
Irish  gentlemen  on  the  subject  of  tithes. 
I  never,  upon  any  political  subject,  remember 
so  great  a  change  as  that  which  seemed  to 
have  been  wrought  in  the  minds  of  those 
gentlemen  from  the  instant  that  that  an« 
nounccment  was  made.  The  debates, 
which  from  that  time  forward  took  place 
upon  the  sub|ect|  were  wbdly  altered  in 
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their  tone.  Antecedently  to  that  part  of 
the  measure  heing  known,  the  Irish  Mem. 
bers  breathed  nothing  but  approbation ;  but 
ever  since  they  became  exceedingly  ingeni- 
ous in  discovering  objections.  Before  that 
discovery,  it  was  agreed  by  every  gentle- 
man* that  the  present  state  pf  things  could 
not  be  allowed  to  continue,  and  that  such 
continuance  would  be  in  the  highest  degree 
dangerous  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of 
the  country;  and  gentlemen  also  agreed, 
that  the  adoption  of  the  present  measure, 
minus  the  paying  clause,  would  be  the  best 
thing  in  the  world,  would  remove  all  causes 
of  discontent,  and  place  things  on  a  satis, 
factory  footing ;  but  now  that  the  measure 
has  been  produced,  we  have  had  to  encounter 
every  sort  of  difference  of  opinion.  I  have 
never  for  a  moment  affected  to  say,  that  we 
have  not  been  throwing  a  burthen  upon 
the  landlords  of  Ireland ;  but  as  I  have  on 
former  occasions  said,  we  had  only  to 
choose  between  two  evils,  and  the  alterna- 
tive, which,  from  the  nature  of  the  case, 
became  the  more  eligible,  is  one  of  which, 
after  all,  the  landlords  will  have  no  real 
reason  to  complain — it  was  necessary  for 
the  peace  of  the  country  that  the  burthen 
should  be  shifted  to  their  shoulders ;  and  1 
do  trust  that,  for  the  better  consolidation 
and  continuance  of  that  tranquillity,  they 
will  submit  to  the  burthen  with  a  good 
grace.  I  am  aware  that  it  has  been  urged 
that  this  measure  is  only  of  a  temporary 
nature,  and  can  have  no  extensive  or  per- 
manent effect.  Now,  the  reply  I  have  to 
make  to  that  is,  that  the  proposed  measure 
has  been  brought  forward  as  a  remedy  for  a 
great  present  grievance ;  that  it  will  now 
have  the  effect  of  relieving  the  occupying 
tenants  from  the  pressure  of  the  arrears 
accumulated  during  the  past  three  years ; 
and  it  will  also  have  the  effect  of  relieving 
the  tenants-at-will  from  all  their  burthens; 
they  will  never  have  to  undergo  the  griev- 
ance again.  This,  it  must  be  confessed,  is 
a  great  public  benefit,  and  might  have  pro- 
tected us  from  the  censure  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Derbyshire,  who  accused  us  of 
mixing  a  great  deal  of  Toryism,  with  all 
our  measures^  so  much  of  Toryism  that  he 
could  not  give  us  the  benefit  of  his  support. 
I  rather  think,  that  if  those  Members  of 
this  House  who  are  in  the  habit  of  support- 
ing Tory  doctrines  were  consulted  on  the 
suDJect,  they  would  have  very  little  diffi- 
culty in  saying,  that  a  great  number  of  our 
measures  have  in  them  but  a  very  small 
spice  of  Toryism — too  small  to  meet  their 
views,  or  obtain  their  support.    Of  this  I 


am  quite  sure,  that  none  of  our  mettiuei 
relating  to  the  Irish  church  would  sati^ 
the    express  wish  of   those  who   ponofcs 
Toryism.     From  the  hour  we  came  into 
office,  till  the  present  moment,  we  have  fekit 
to  be  our  duty  ( I  say  that,  at  all  tijnes»  and  cer- 
tainly, above  all  odiers,  at  the  present  time) 
we  have  felt  it  to  be  our  duty  to  bring  forward 
measures,  as,  while  they  tended  graduaOj 
to  improve  the  institutions  of  the  countzy« 
did  not,  by  too  rapid  a  change,  incur  the 
hazard  of  disturbing  the  tranquillit  j  of  the 
country.     The  course  which  we   marked 
out  for  ourselves  when  we  met  the  preaen: 
Reformed  Parliament  for  the  first  time,  was 
that  which  I  have  now  described^  and  the 
question  which  we  had  to  put  to  ourselves 
was  this — ^whether  we  should  proceed  with 
those  gradual  improvements  which  ereiy 
man  who  wished  well  to  the  country  desired 
to  see  accomplished^  or  whether  by  sudden 
and  violent  steps,  taken  at  short  intervals, 
we  should  produce  the  most  calamitous 
effects?     We  have  chosen  the  former  of 
these  alternatives^  and  upon  the  principle 
thus  adopted  we  are  resolved  to  act,  so  long 
as  we  receive  the  confidence  of  Parliament 
and  of  the  country.    So  long,  Sir,  as  we 
continue  to  enjoy  that  confidence,  so  long 
are  we  resolv^  to  continue  maldng  the 
same  improvements  in  the  institutions  of 
the  country,  and  in  such  manner  as  shall 
secure  us  against  hazarding  their  stability, 
or  putting  in  jeopardy  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  the  community.     I  do  indulge  the 
hope  that,  up  to  the  present  time,  the  coutk 
we  have  pursued  has  given  satisfiiction  to 
the  House  and  the  country ;  and  of  this  I 
can  assure  them,  that  whether  it  be  so  or 
otherwise,  they  will  not  find  us  inclined  to 
adopt    any    other    course.     Our    earnest 
wishes,  and  our  fixed  resolutions  lead  us  to 
promote  every  safe  and  practical  improve- 
ment, but  we  have  no  desire  to  have  re- 
course to  rash  and  dangerous  experimentR. 

Mr.  Ronayne  declared  the  proposed  mea- 
sure to  be  a  miserable  expedient,  and  one 
that  would  not  be  found  to  answer  the  ol^ 
ject  intended.  It  might,  perhaps,  give 
temporary  quiet  to  the  country,  but  it 
woidd  never  prove  permanently  effective. 

Mr.  Lambert  said,  he  was  the  landlord 
of  two  parishes  containing  several  thousand 
acres,  and  he  wished  to  know  how  the 
tithes  were  to  be  recovered  from  the 
tenants,  in  the  event  of  their  running 
away? 

Lord  AUhorp  said,  the  landloida  would 
have  every  right  to  recover  the  1and»taY 
from  such  tenants  08  owed  their  tith«a 
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There  certainly  had  not  heen  any  provuion 
made  for  the  case  of  tenants  running  away, 
but  he  had  no  reason  to  think  that  tl^t  ckss 
'would  prove  very  numerous,  and,  at  all 
events,  there  would  be  no  great  difficulty 
in  making  such  an  arrangement  as  would 
meet  any  difficulties  of  that  nature. 

Mr.  Aglionby  said,  that  the  House  must 
be  prepared  to  give  compensation  to  the 
Irish  landlords,  whose  property  by  thi» 
measure  they  proposed  to  take  away ;  it  was 
impossible  that  they  could  otherwise  carry 
their  resolution  into  effect.  Not  only  were 
they  thus  embarrassing  themselves  with  the 
necessity  c^  making  this  compensation,  but 
they  were  creating  a  new  source  of  ani- 
mosity between  the  peasant  and  the  land- 
lord. It  was  impossible  to  look  upon  the 
measure  otherwise  than  as  a  mere  expedi- 
ent, and  it  was  at  the  same  time  impossible 
to  look  upon  it  otherwise  than  as  a  direct 
injustice  and  confiscation.  When  the 
tenant  absconded  in  debt  both  to  the  land. 
lord  and  to  the  parson,  could  there  be  any- 
thing like  justice  in  affixing  upon  the  land- 
lord the  double  loss  by  compeUing  him  to 
make  good  the  debt  to  the  parson?  No. 
thing,  therefore,  could  be  more  evident 
than  that  a  compensation  fund  must  be 
formed  somewhere,  and  it  would  be  the 
height  of  injustice  to  seek  it  from  the  re. 
sources  of  the  nation  at  laige,  and  still 
greater  injustice  to  make  the  Catholic 
landlord  pay  that  with  which  Protestant 
property  alone  should  be  encumbered.  In 
his  judgment,  the  best  source  from  which 
to  derive  the  means  of  compensation 
would  be  the  Protestant  Church  property. 

Mr.  Charles  Walker  agreed  with  the 
last  speaker,  that  the  measure  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  would  afford  nothing} 
but  temporary  relief,  and  he  hesitated  not 
to  odd,  that  it  would  lead  to  ultimate  dis- 
satisfaction. He  was  a  Protestant,  but  he 
fearlessly  acknowledged  that  he  was  asham- 
ed of  the  Protestant  pastors  of  Ireland.  The 
whole  outcry  about  the  preservation  of 
tithes  was  raised  on  their  behalf;  and 
though  a  numerous  body  of  laymen  had 
endured  extensive  losses  by  the  late  occur- 
rences in  Ireland,  there  would  not  have 
been  a  voice  raised  on  their  behalf,  were  it 
not  that  the  interests  of  the  lay  impro. 
priators  and  of  the  clerical  body  were  bound 
up  together.  There  was  no  denying  the 
fact,  that  the  Irish  Church  was  an  extor- 
tionate church.  Yes,  he  would  repeat,  that 
it  was  not  only  extortion,  but  grievous  in- 
justice, to  niake  the  landlord  pay  debts 
which  he  had  never  incurred. 


Mr.  Christmas  could  not  agree  that  the 
landlord  should  pay  in  every  case  where 
the  occupying  tenant  held  by  lease;  and 
as  to  what  had  been  said  respecting  the 
clergy  demanding  their  six-and-fourpences 
and  thirteen-and-tenpences,  he  must  be 
permitted  to  observe,  that  if  they  gave  up 
those  small  sums,  it  would  amount  to  giv- 
ing up  their  whole  income.  He  was  aware 
that  opinions  opposite  to  .those  which  he 
held  were  advocated  by  gentlemen  who 
professed  the  highest  respect  for  the  Church, 
and  who  declaied  that  they  did  not  want 
to  do  anything  with  the  Church  but  to 
take  away  its  revenues.  He  begged  the 
House  to  remember,  that  tithes  were  not  a 
tax  which  could  be  imposed  or  removed  at 
pleasure— that  they  did,  on  the  contrary, 
constitute  a  separate  property ;  and  if  they 
were  to  be  considered  as  separate  property, 
with  what  consistency  could  hon.  Members 
talk  of  extinction  ? 

Mr.  (yFerrallaaid,  thai  he  thought,  sup- 
posing the  weight  of  the  burden  did  even- 
tually fall  upon  the  landlords,  they  ought 
not  to  com^ain.  In  all  arrangements  of 
that  kind,  where  a  great  natiomil  benefit 
was  obtained,  they  could  not  expect  to  ac- 
complish their  object  without  encountering 
some  difficulties. 

Mr.  Barron  was  ready  to  pay  his  pro. 
portion  of  the  tax  as  a  landlord,  if  it  were 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  This  he 
considered  as  a  temporary  measure ;  but  he 
hoped  it  would  lead  to  a  permanent  Land* 
tax.  The  poor  of  Ireland  had  a  right  to 
maintenance  and  education  out  of  the  mo* 
perty  of  the  Church  of  Ireland.  The 
Church  of  Ireland  and  that  of  England 
were  not  in  the  same  situation  with  regard 
to  their  property.  The  rights  of  the  poor 
with  req>ect  to  them  were  different  in  the 
two  countries. 

Major  Macnamara  observed,  that  for  the 
sake  of  preserving  the  peace  of  the  country, 
he  should  wUlin^y  pay  his  portion  of  the 
tithes. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  Resolu- 
tion: Ayes  270;  Noes  40 — Majority  230. 

List  qf  the  Noes. 


ENGLAND. 

Aglionby,  II.  A. 
Bainbridge,  £.  T. 
Clay,  W. 
Cookes,  T.  H. 
Davies,  Colonel 
Fellowes,  Hon.  N. 
Fellowes,  H.  C.  W. 
Gisborne,  T. 
mill  M.  D. 


Halt,  W. 
Hughes,  H. 
Ingilby,  Sir  W. 
Leigh,  G.  L. 
Molesworth,  Sir  W. 
Parrott,  J. 
Pease,  J. 
RippoD,  C. 
Roeouck,  A. 
Eomillyi  J. 


851 


East  India  Charter. 


{LORDS} 


T 

Political  UmoHM, 


ssi 


Romilly,  E. 
Stareley,  T.  K. 
Trelawoey,  W.  L.  S. 
Watkii}i,J.L. 

SCOTLAND. 

Gillon,  W.  p. 
Wallace,  R. 

IRELAND. 

Blake,  M.  J. 
Baldwin,  Dr. 
ChapmaD,  M.  L. 
Finn,  W.  F. 
Fitigerald,  T. 
Filuiinon,  N. 


Graltan,  H. 
O'Brien,  C. 
Ronayne,  D. 
Kutbven,  £. 
Talbot,  J. 
Talbot,  J.  H. 
Vigors,  N.  A, 
Wallace,  T. 
Walker,  C.  A. 

PAIRED  OFV. 

Nagle,  Sir  H. 

TELLER. 

Ruthven,  K.  S. 


The  House  resumed. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS, 
Monday,  June   17,    1833. 

MTNI7TBB.1  PetitioDf  presented.  By  Lord  LYTTLBTOif, 
flroro  flfs  Plaeciy  ■saiosK  Parta  at  the  Loal  JuriMlioCion 
Bfil:  and  from  the  Birmioghttn  School  of  Medidiie, 
against  any  Alteratioo  In  the  ApoChccarica  Act.— By  the 
Blihop  of  Gu>ucMTKR«  ftom  Whltatone,  for  the  Repeal 
or  Ameodaent  of  the  Sale  of  Beer  AoL 

East  India  Charteb.]  The  Com- 
mons  desired  a  Conference  with  their 
Lordshipa ;  which  being  agreed  to,  and  the 
Conference  having  taken  ^ace. 

The  Marquess  of  Lamdown  reported 
that  the  Commons  bad  communicated  to 
the  Conference  the  following  Resolutions^ 
to  which  they  desired  their  Lordships*  con- 
currence :— 

'*  1.  That  it  is  expedient  that  all  his 
Majesty's  subjects  should  be  at  liberty  to 
repair  to  the  ports  of  the  empire  of  China, 
and  to  trade  in  tea,  and  in  all  other  pro. 
ductions  of  the  said  empire,  subject  to  such 
regulations  as  Parliament  shall  enact  for 
the  protection  of  the  commercial  and  politi- 
cal interests  of  this  country. 

''2.  That  it  is  expedient,  that  in  case 
the  East- India  Company  shall  transfer  to 
the  Crown,  on  behalf  of  the  Indian  terri- 
tory, all  assets  and  claims  of  every  descrip- 
tion belonging  to  the  said  Company,  the 
Crown,  on  behalf  of  the  Indian  territory, 
shall  tBike  on  itself  all  the  obligations  of  the 
said  Company,  of  whatever  description,  and 
that  the  said  company  shall  receive  from 
the  revenues  of  the  said  territory  such  a 
sum,  and  paid  in  such  a  manner,  and  under 
such  regiuations,  as  Parliament  shall  enact. 

"  S,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  British  possessions  in 
India  be  intrusted  to  the  said  company, 
under  such  conditions  and  regulations  as 
Parliament  shall  enact,  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  the  commerce  of  this  country, 
and  of  securing  the  good  govcrameat  and 


promoting  tbe  moral  and  religious  iin|itove- 
ment  of  the  people  d  India." 

The    Resolutions  were  ordered    lo  be 

printed. 

Political  Unions.]  The  Eail  of  Wbh 
chilxea  felt  himself  obliged  to  put  a  qitestka 
to  the  noble  Earl  opiiraite,  for  he  tboittkt 
it  essential  that  the  House  should  be  ra- 
formed  whether  it  were  the  intention  of  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  to  bring  forwaid  any 
measures  during  the  present  SeasioD  for 
the  suppression  of  the  Political  Unions. 
He  could  assure  the  noble  Earl  that  ho  was 
not  in  the  slightest  degree  actuated  by  any 
party  feeling  or  captious  motives,,  hot  that 
he  was  solely  influenced  by  a  sincere  wish 
to  remove  whatever  tended  to  disturb  the 
peace  or  to  diminish  the  prusperiQr  of  the 
country.  All  who  heard  him  must  reoo!- 
lect  the  acknowledgment  in  that  Hcnise 
that  the  Political  Unions  were  actuated  by 
a  spirit  and  established  upon  priiict|te 
totally  inconsistent  with  all  government, 
and  it  would  be  recollected  also  that  a  hope 
was  entertained  that  these  Unions  wouM 
die  away  of  themselves  if  they  were  left  to 
the  good  sense  of  the  people.  Experience, 
he  thought,  must  have  by  this  time  oon- 
vinced  noble  Lords  that  if  tliey  waited  for 
the  good  sense  of  the  people  to  suppceas 
these  Unions  they  would  have  to  wait  too 
long.  They  might  wait  until  some  o^ 
currence  of  public  distress  induced  these 
Unions  to  act  on  the  passions  instead  of  on 
the  reasons  of  the  people,  to  the  danger  of 
the  public  peace.  It  was  the  doty  of  his 
Majest3r's  Ministers  to  take  this  question 
into  their  consideration,  for  it  was  in^ossi- 
ble  for  the  House  to  look  at  the  Dumber 
and  position  of  the  Political  UnionS)  and  to 
consider  the  spirit  by  which  they  were 
guided,  without  feeling  that  they  were  in- 
consistent with  the  tranquillity  and  pni»> 
perity  of  the  country.  He  trusted  that  the 
noble  Earl  would  call  on  that  House  to 
adopt  some  measure  on  the  subject  of  these 
Unions,  which  would  provide  for  the  pee* 
servation  of  public  tranquillity. 

Earl  Grey  gave  the  noUe  Earl  credit  lor 
his  assurance  that  he  was  not  actuated  by 
party  feeling  or  factious  motives,  but  solely 
by  a  sincere  desire  to  promote  the  puUsB 
interests.  He  only  be^ed  the  noble  Ead 
to  give  his  Majesty's  Ministers  oedit  ior 
the  same  feelings^  and  he  could  asnira  the 
noble  Earl  that  Ministers  would  never 
neglect  their  duty  by  not  proposing  to  that 
House  whatever  measures  they  miglit  think 
necessary  for  the  puUic  good.    In  astwcf 


;53 


Poiitkal  Uniim$. 


{June  17} 


Political  Unions, 


854 


o  the  quastioti  of  tlie  noble  Earl,  he  muvt 
it  onoo   declare^  that  it  did  not  appear  to 
itm  at  tbe  present  moment  to  be  neoessary 
3r  at  all  Bdnaable  to  introduce  any  new 
la^  'wbatever  with  respect  to  the  Political 
Unions.     He  had  never  concealed  his  opin- 
ions as  to  the  nature  and  tendency  of  those 
Poli^cal  Unions,  nor  had  he  hesitated  to 
declare  Bia  conviction  that  they  were  totally 
uioonmaCent  with  good  government,  as  they 
were  eiitaUished  solely  for  the  purpose  i^ 
effecting  a  control  over  the  Houses  of  Par- 
liament.    To  suppress  any  attempt  of  this 
kind  he  trusted  and  believed  that  the  power 
of  the  law,  as  it  already  existed,  was  suffi- 
cient.    ThiB  power  of  the  existing  law,  he 
cxnild  assure  die  noble  Earl,  Ministers  had 
^ven  no  proof  of  an  indisposition  to  use 
and  exert  whenever  they  should  deem  it 
necessary ;  but  it  did  not  appear  to  him  to 
be  advisable  to  propose  any  new  law  to 
Parliament ;  and  in  answer  to  the  question 
of  tbe  noble  Earl,  he  should  say,  that  Mi* 
nisters  had  no  intention  to  propose  any  such 
measure. 

The  Earl  of  EMoa  could  not  suffer  the 
subject  to  pass  without  seriously  adverting 
to  the  great  number  of  inflammatory  and  se- 
ditious publications  which  had  issued  from 
the  Press,  and  been  circulated  through  the 
country  for  the  last  two  years.   He  did  not 
advocate  the  bringing  forward  any  new 
laws  on  the  subject,  for  thousands  and  tens 
of  thousu^  of  the  most  seditious  publica- 
tions were  constantly  in  circulation,  which 
required  no  new  law  to  suppress  them,  but 
which  might  be  punished  by  the  common 
law  of  the  country.    For  the  honour  and 
security  of  the  country  such  publications 
ought  to  be  suppressed,  and  yet  no  notice 
had  been  taken  of  them  by  Ministers,  ex- 
cept to  see  whether 'they  bore  a  fourpcnny 
or  a  sixpenny  stamp  duty.    The  House 
could  not  be  ignorant  that  a  mass  of  in- 
famous and  seditious  matter  had  been  pass- 
ed over  ihus  lightly.  If  Ministers  acknow- 
ledeed  that  the  existence  of  the  Political 
Uiuoni  was  inconsistent  with  the  good  of 
the  country,  the  common  law  might  long 
aeo  have  put  them  down.    It  was  the  duty 
en  those  who  had  to  protect  the  Monarchy 
of  the  country*— it  was  the  dutv  of  those 
who  had  to  protect  that  House  from  libel 
loos  attacks*— not  to  suffer  the  attacks  which 
were  constantly  thrown  out  asainst  both. 
It  wsi  the  bounden  duty  of  Ministen,  by 
csrrying  the  common  law  into  execution, 
to  put  an  end  to  such  proceedings.    He 
anerted  further,  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
ihoie  who  were  to  proteot  the  Monaichy— 


to  protect  the  House— to  proceed  without 
delay.  Threats  were  daily  thrown  out 
against  the  House,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
Ministers  to  take  care  that  the  comnion 
law  was  put  into  vigorous  execution.  He 
very  well  remembCTcd— indeed,  nobody 
could  forget — that  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament was  urged  to  send  down  a  Com- 
mission to  Nottingham,  but  the  Motion 
was  opposed.  What  happened  afterwards  ? 
Not  more  than  three  months  elapsed  before 
the  Bristol  riots  occurred.  They  would 
never  have  been  committed  had  the  com. 
mon  law  been  duly  enforced  upon  the 
ofllenders  at  Nottingham.  But  the  case  of 
Nottingham  was  improperly  dealt  with, 
and  three  months  afterwards  the  conflagra- 
tion at  Bristol  took  place.  An  individual 
had  sent  to  him  information  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  most  inflammatory  and  seditious 
papers,  at  a  penny  each,  in  Bristol,  and  had 
declared  that  if  the  circulation  of  such 
papers  were  not  suppressed,  that  would 
nappen  which  afterwards  did  happen.  He 
contended  that  the  Attorney  General  should 
have  gone  down  to  Nottingham,  and  the 
subsequent  mischief  might  have  been  pre- 
vented. The  common  law  was  such  that 
it  might  have  put  an  end  to  the  Political 
Unions  long  a«),  to  those  Political  Unions 
which  the  noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  his 
Majesty's  Government  had  himself  stated 
were  inconsistent  with  the  good  govern- 
ment of  the  country.  He  mi^t  be  allowed 
to  ask  the  noble  Earl  now  whether  his  ex- 
perience of  the  good  sense  of  the  country 
had  justified  his  confldenoe  ?  Let  him  look 
at  the  newspaper  attacks  on  that  House 
within  the  last  three  years,  or  even,  con- 
tinued the  noble  Earl,  within  the  last  three 
days,  and  let  him  say  whether  the  common 
law  ought  not  to  have  been  put  in  force  in 
order  to  put  them  down. 

Viscount  Melbourne  had  no  difliculty  in 
stating  his  entire  concurrence  in  the  opin- 
ion that  Political  Unions  mi^ht  be  in  the 
highest  degree  pernicious ;  Aat  their  tend- 
ency was  to  overthrow  good  government ; 
and,  therefore,  that  they  were  disadvantage- 
ous to  the  general  interests  of  the  country. 
But  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  intro* 
duced  fresh  matter  upon  this  occasion,  by 
referring  to  the  numerous  publications  of  a 
seditious  character.  Every  body  knew 
that  the  question  of  prosecution  for  libel 
was  entirely  a  matter  of  prudence  and  ex<* 
pediency,  and  no  persons  ought  to  feel  that 
more  strongly  than  the  members  of  the 
late  Administration,  who  had  instituted 
many  prosecutionsi  but  with  no  great  sue* 
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0688.  He  did  not  say^  that  they  were  im- 
properly instituted ;  but  merely  that  it  was 
always  a  question  of  prudence  and  expedi- 
ency whether  it  was  fit  to  engage  in  them. 
The  most  effectual  means  had  been  adopted 
in  some  instances  to  check  the  distribution 
of  libellous  publications;  and  the  persons 
principally,  if  not  almost  entirely,  employed 
in  the  most  seditious  and  violent  of  them 
were  at  present  under  prosecution  by  the 
Stamp  Office.  He  begged  to  state,  that 
some  of  the  most  objectionable  publications 
had  recently  been  selected  for  prosecution 
by  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  who 
were  charged  by  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  with  neglect  of  duty.  He  knew  that 
the  number  of  prosecutions  bore  but  a  small 
proportion  to  the  number  of  publications ; 
but  it  was  always  a  serious  point  for  the 
consideration  of  Government,  whether  legal 
proceedings  did  not  injuriously  draw  the 
attention  of  the  public  to  the  Hbel,  making 
the  parties  accused  perhaps  objects  of  pity 
and  compassion,  rather  than  of  hatred  and 
indignation.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
had  now  said  of  Unions  what  he  had  said 
upon  nearly  every  other  occasion — *'  What 
need  of  your  statutes  ?  Why  do  you  not 
prosecute  at  common  law  ?  That  alone  is 
sufficient."  The  number  of  libels  was  as 
great — ^they  were  as  rife  when  the  noble 
and  learned  Earl  was  at  the  head  of  the 
country — ^he  meant  when  the  noble  and 
learned  Earl  was  Lord  High  Chancellor  of 
England — as  at  the  present  moment.  They 
were  then  to  the  full  as  bitter  and  virulent. 
He  could  produce  proofs  of  his  assertion  in 
great  numbers.  And  these  libels  were  as 
much  suffered  to  pass  unprosecuted  then  as 
similar  libels  had  been  in  the  recent  times 
to  which  the  noble  and  learned  Earl  had 
chosen  to  call  their  attention.  The  noble 
and  learned  EaVl  passed  from  the  libels  to 
make  remarks  upon  the  riots  at  Bristol,  and 
then  the  noble  Earl  spoke  of  the  riots  at 
Nottingham,  and  said,  that  if  the  one  had 
been  made  the  subject  of  due  notice,  the 
other  would  never  have  happened.  Why, 
they  occurred  within  a  fortnight  of  each 
other.  That  remark,  therefore,  was  with- 
out foundation,  and  no  charge  against  the 
Government  could  fairly  be  founded  upon 
it.  The  Attorney  General  went  down  to 
Bristol ;  it  was  true  he  did  not  go  down  to 
Nottingham,  and  indeed  the  inquiries  oc- 
curred with  respect  to  time,  so  near  each 
other,  that  it  would  have  been  almost  im- 
poasibLe  for  the  Attorney  General  to  have 
attended  to  both ;  but  even  if  he  had  been 
»Ue  to  do  80|  as  it  was  well  knovm  that  that 


hon.  and  learned  person  repioacnted  at  t^ 
time  the  town  of  Nottingham  in  tlie  odscr 
House  of  Parliament,  it  was  evident  tint. 
in  reason,  in  prudence,  in  diacretioii,  and  ia 
common  sense,  there  was  ample  cauae  lr« 
his  not  going  down  to  Nottingham  to  cqb- 
duct  the  prosecutions  on  the  part  of  tiK 
Crown.  But  though-  he  did  not  go,  a 
Special  Commission  was  issued,  uods 
which  three  persons  were  convi<^ed  aad 
executed.  Having  given  such  explanatioB 
— an  explanation  which  he  hoped  ^rould  be 
satisfactory  to  every  reasonable  mind — it 
only  remained  for  him  to  repeat  that  it  was 
the  determination  of  his  Majesty's  Gorem- 
ment  at  the  present  moment,  as  it  had 
ever  been  since  they  took  office,  to  maintaiB 
with  rigour  and  due  iirmnen  the  supFeamcj 
as  well  of  the  law  as  of  Parliament,  and  to 
take  every  means  to  repress  any  diflpositicn 
for  violence  or  outrage  that  mijgfat,  duiii^ 
their  continuance  in  office,  manifest  itself 
throughout  the  country. 

The  Marquess  of  Londonderry  did  not 
rise  so  much  to  state  his  individual  opinions 
as  to  how  far  the  temporinng  stifienmcc  of 
Political  Unions  by  the  present  Adminis- 
tration, was  compatible  with  puhUc  safety, 
as  to  express  his  heartfelt  thanks  to  the 
noble  Earl  (Earl  Winchilsea)  for  having  so 
properly  introduced  the  subject  to   their 
Lordships'  notice.     To  him  it  was  a  matter 
of  unfeigned  surprise,   that  the  Ministry 
should  continue  to  express  their  ^iprofaa- 
tion  of  Political  Unions,  for  thoae  UnioDS 
had  long  since  ceased   to    express    their 
approbation  of  Ministers.  Indeed,  if  he  was 
not  much  mistaken,  the  only  ofanixm  to 
which  those  bodies  had  for  some  time  given 
expression  was — and  a  very  proper,  sound, 
and  discreet  opinion  he  considered  it  to  be 
— an  opinion  of  detestation  and  utter  con. 
tempt  for  the  noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the 
Administration,  and  for  every  member  of 
whom  that  Administration  was  composed. 
What  took  place  in  many  parts  of  the 
north  of  England  was  a  satisfactory  sttcs- 
tation  of  the  existence  of  that  opinion.  The 
utmost,   therefore,  he  could  say  for  the 
noble  Earl  was,  that  his  present  detennina- 
tion  not  to  take  any  steps  to  put  down  those 
Unions,  argued  an  ahnnce  of  selfishsess 
for  which  he  deserved  full  credit,  for,  bad 
he  been  otherwise  disposed,  he  would  have 
availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  held  out 
to  him,  and  signed  the  death-warrant  of 
tha^  political  associations,  the  existence  of 
which  could  not,  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, fail  to  prove  annoying. 

Lor4  Segraw  simply  roae  to  asierti  sad 
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he  did  so  fA>m  his  own  penonal  knowledge^ 
that  bad  it  not  been  for  the  institution  of 
Conservative  Cluhs,  organised  by  those  very 
parties  who  so  loumy  decrieid  Political 
Unions,  there  would  now  be  scarcely  a 
single  Political  Union  of  any  kind  in  exist* 
ence  throughout  the  country. 

The  Ban  of  Eldon  had  only  to  observe, 
in  reply  to  the  observation  of  the  noble 
Baron,  if  reply  it  required,  that  Conserva- 
tive Clubs  were  only  called  into  existence 
on  its  being  found  that  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  present  Administration  the 
suppression  of  Political  Unions  was  not  to 
be  expected. 

Lord  Segrave  would  still  assert,  that 
Political  L^ions  would  have  one  and  idl 
dissolved  of  themselves  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  formation  of  Conservative  Clubs. 

The  Earl  of  Ekhn  said  he  would  only 
trouble  their  Lordships  with  one  observa- 
tion in  reply  to  the  latter  assertion  of  the 
noble  Baron.  He  defied  that  noble  Lord 
to  make  out  such  a  proposition  as  that  to 
which  he  had  given  utterance,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  any  man  in  the  kingdom,  be  his 
political  feelings  what  they  might 
The  conversation  was  dropped. 

Local  Jurisdiction.]]  TheLord  Chan-' 
cellar  said,  that  in  rising  to  move  their  Lord- 
ships that  this  House  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  on  the  LocalJurisdiction  Bill,  it 
would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  tiespass 
at  any  considerable  length  on  their  atten- 
tion, in  adverting  to  a  subject  which  he  had 
trodden  over  so  often.    The  importance  of 
the  question  remained  undiminished;  but 
m  consequence  of  the  explanation  which 
had  been  given  on  a  former  occasion,  their 
Lordships,  he  had  no  doubt,  were  now  fully 
acquunted  with  the  nature  of  the  measure. 
He  must,  in  the  first  instance,  congratulate 
himself  and    the  country   on    the    large 
attendance  of  their  Lord^ips  on  this  occa- 
sion.   It  showed  that  their  Lordships  came 
down  to  discuss  this  Bill,  in  that  calm, 
temperate,  and  serious  manner  which   so 
important  a  measure  demanded.    It  proved 
that  they  meant  to  give  to  the  Bill  their 
most  grave  consideration — that  they  would 
examine  aU  the  principles  on  which  it  was 
founded — that  they  would  investigate  all 
the  details  of  which  it  consisted — and  that 
every  part  of  it  should  meet  with   the 
deliberate  attention  which  the  great  magni- 
tude of  the  question  required.     So  long  as 
their  Loidships  continued  so  to  discharee 
their  duties, — so  long  as  they  persevered  in 
showing  themselves  attentive  to  what  was 


most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  thenr 
fellow-subjects,— 60  long  as  they  found  it 
expedient  not  only  to  entertain,  but  favour* 
ably  to  meet,  any  proposition  made  ibr 
improving  the  condition  of  the  people,  by 
amending  the  laws  under  which  they  lived, 
by  purifying  the  administration  of  justice, 
and  by  manifesting  a  sincere  desire  to  meet 
the  feelings  and  wishes  of  their  fellow- 
countrymen,  when  properly  expressed,  and 
when  they  could  do  so  consistently  with 
their  sense  of  duty  and  the  dictates  of  their 
conscience ;  so  lone  unions  might  combine, 
and  meetings  mi^t  assemble,  and  mobs 
might  rage,  and  the  licentiousness  of  the 
press  expend  itself,  all  would  assail  their 
Lordships  in  vain  ;  and  even  those  threats 
which  had  recently  been  made  would  fall 
perfectly  harmless  on  that  high  council  of 
Parliament.  When  he  first  introduced  this 
measure,  two  years  and  a  half  ago,  he 
stated,  as  the  fi;roundwork  and  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  it  proceeded,  the  acknow- 
ledged defects  in  the  existing  jurisdictions 
of  the  country,  with  respect  to  affording 
relief  to  suitors  in  cases  of  debt,  as  well  as 
in  many  other  matters.  The  expense  of 
the  courts  in  Westminster,  and  the  expense 
incurred  in  other  legal  jurisdictions,  amount, 
ed  in  such  cases  as  he  had  noticed  to  almost 
a  denial  of  justice.  In  support  of  this  posi- 
tion, he  could  appeal  to  the  experience  of 
many,  and  to  the  observation  of  all.  He 
had,  therefore,  produced  this  Bill,  expound- 
ing, at  the  time  he  introduced  it,  as  far  as 
he  could,  the  grounds  on  which  its  provi. 
sions  were  founded.  It  was  then  suggested 
by  a  noble  and  learned  friend  of  his,  that  it 
would  be  better,  instead  of  carrying  the 
Bill  further,  to  place  it  (after  some  altera- 
tions had  been  made  in  it)  in  the  hands  of 
the  Common  Law  Commissioners,  who 
were  then  far  advanced  in  their  most  useful 
labours,  with  the  view  of  profiting  by  their 
advice  on  various  points,  after  they  had 
given  the  subject  due  consideration.  He 
at  once  acceded  to  this  proposition.  Those 
learned  persons  most  readily  undertook  the 
task;  and  the  Bill  having  received  the 
benefit  of  their  suggestions,  was  now  again 
before  their  Lorddiips.  He  should  crave 
leave  to  arrest  the  attention  of  their  Lord- 
ships for  a  few  minutes,  while  he  briefly 
adverted  to  the  facts  which  had  been 
elicited  by  the  Common  Law  Commission- 
ersy  who  had  received  and  examined  between 
370  and  400  cases.  He  was,  he  should 
here  observe,  in  speaking  of  those  cases,  by 
no  means  disposed  to  think,  that  the  evid- 
ence furnished  by  lawy^s  themselves  of 
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irariouf  de^criptums^  and  particukrly  by  the 
practitioncn  of  the  law  in  the  country,  was 
lass  stnmg  ia  favour  of  the  proposed  altera* 
tion  than  the  evidenee  of  individuals^  who 
must  be  supposed  to  be  more  unbiassed; 
for  he  could  confidently  sayi  looking  care- 
fully to  the  evidence,  that,  with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  the  solicitors  in  the  country 
admitted,  as  plainly  as  they  could  do  by 
language,  the  existence  of  defects,  which  it 
was  the  6b}ect  of  this  Bill  to  remedy.  One 
eminent  practitioner  indeed  said,  that  "  he 
had  brought,  in  his  time,  thousands  and 
thousands  of  actions,  and  he  never  felt  any 
inoonvenienoe  from  the  delay  and  expense." 
It  was  very  probable  that  he  had  expe* 
rieneed  no  ipoonvenience^  but  he  was  not 
the  only  party  oonoemed.  He  added,  how* 
ever,  **  but  other  parties  ave  not  in  thesarn^ 
situation»**-tbeysuffered  moroinconvemence. 
The  losing  suitor  was  put  to  more  expense 
than  he  ought,  and  the  party  who  gained 
the  cause  lecovered  much  less  than  he 
should  have  dcme,  and  in  a  much  shorter 
period  also,"  The  only  real  ol^jection,  how- 
ever, that  he  had  offered  to  the  projecCed 
change  was,  *'  that  the  expense  att^iding 
those  local  jurisdictions  would  be  to  the  full 
as  great,  if  not  greater,  than  the  expense 
incurred  at  present."  With  one  or  two 
exceptions,  the  evidence  of  solicitors,  per- 
fectly  conversant  with  the  subject,  was  in 
favour  of  the  measure.  But  there  was 
another  clais  of  witnesses,  not  of  the  same 
description-^perKms  who  were  the  subjects 
or  the  objects  of  the  law,  who  were  the 
prey  of  those  who  followed  the  profession, 
lie  did  not  u&e  the  word  "  prey"  in  an  in- 
vidious sense.  The  system,  he  believed, 
was  rarely  beneficial  to  either,  and  was 
ffenerally  ruinous  to  one  of  the  parties. 
He  should  now  call  their  Lordships'  atten- 
tion to  some  of  the  answers  given  to  the 
queries  of  the  Commijtstoners.  A  respect- 
able  banking  firm  at  Trentham  stated, 
'*  that  they  had  frequently  given  up  debts 
mther  than  incur  the  expense  of  suing  for 
them."  Messrs.  Hill  and  Co.,  bankers  of 
Abergavenny,  stated :  '  We  know  from  ex.. 
'  perience  that  very  considerable  incon- 
<  venienre  arises  from  the  delay  which  in» 

*  tervenes  between  the  oommenoeroent  of  a 

*  suit  in  the  Superior  Courts  and  a  trial  at 

*  the  Assises,  and  also  fnmi  the  enormous 
'  expense  attending  the  prosecution  of  such 

*  suit.  We  have  frequently  been  deterred, 
^  and  so  have  many  other  iiersons  to  our 
« knowledge,  fmm  proceeding  for  the  le- 
c  covery  of  small  debts  on  that  account, 
t  We  believe  an  effect  very  prejudicial  to 
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trade,  particularly  amongst  mdD  Asp. 
keepers,  is  produced  by  the  delty^  and  a- 
pense  of  the  present  system,  not  o^y  free 
the  knowledge  which  dishonoit  dciitoi 
obtain  of  the  difficulty  their  creditDn  m 
pkced  in,  but  also  from  tbe  ftdUty  sai 
encouragement  now  afforded  to  emi^ 
tion,  whereby  a  fraudulent  debtee  J 
tempted  to  sell  his  goods,  leave  tbe  eotn- 
try,  and  cheat  his  creditors,  there  beis* 
no  summary  process  by  wbieb,  undir 
such  circumstances,  a  cieditmr  can  aecuit 
a  debt  of  small  amount'    Measrs;  J.  sad 

C.  Sturge,  of  Birmingham,  say— >'Fm 
the  nature  of  our  business,  our  aoooenu 
are  generally  considerable  where  any  pc- 
ties  indebted  to  us  beoome  insolvent ;  bat 
even  in  these  cases  we  consider  it  moee  id 
our  interait  generally  to  submit  to  frad 
rather  than  take  any  legal  ptooeedtng; 
and  m  a  anaU  <lebt  wa  conaider  it  q«ii» 
out  of  the  question,  unlets  at  a  certsn 
pecuniary  loia^  to  resort  to  it,  whidb  is 
all  cases  we  wish  to  avoid.  Gieat  in- 
convenience and  expense  vise  from  bar- 
ing to  take  witnesses.  &&,  a  oonsidaniblr 
distance,  and  keep  them  there,  whick 
latter  is  much  augmented  by  want  of  pre- 
vious arrangement,  when  tbe  different 
causes  shall  coma  on  for  trial*  Be 
consider  the  system  through  which  we 
are  obliged  to  act  little  better  than  cme  of 
legal  robbery/    Mr.  Cort,  Chairman  of 

the  Trades'  Committee  at  I  Leicester,  an. 

swers  thus:-**  Great inooQvemeiioedwayi 
arises  in  actions  where  tbe  amount  to  he 
recovered  is  under  lOOL;   mid  in  wamo 
cases  where  the  amount  is  lamr,   if 
(which  is  often  the  case)  thedmnceis 
merely  to  create  delay,  and  tbe  expenses 
are  so  great  as  frequently  to  deter  the 
creditor  ftom  proceeding   at  alL   *  *  * 
The  effect  of  the  system  is  bad,  as  it  ia- 
duces  dishonest  men,  for  the  purpose  sf 
getting  into  debt,  to  endeavour  to  deceive 
tradesmen  as  to  their  means  and  intentioa 
of  paying,  calculating  on  the  defective 
state  of  the  laws,  by  which  to  evade  pay- 
ment  The  losses  sustained  by  retai]eri,ia 
sums  of  less  than  SCM.,  have  of  late  gre^tlj 
increased,  and  the  business,  instead  of  being 
a  source  of  profit^  has  been,  thieugh  the 
defective  state  of   the  laws,  most  un- 
profitable.'   The  agent  of  the  Cotebrook- 

dale  Company  answered  thus — *  Believing 
the  enclosed  queries  are  intended  to  elicit 
information  relative  to  some  improvement 
in  law  process,  we  should  have  bad  pkaiurr 
in  answering  them,  had  our  knowledge 
and  experience  enabled  us  to  do  so  satiibe* 
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'  torily  I  but  thai  i«  not  tlie  ease.     The 
'  expanse  of  law,  and  the  unoertaintjr  of  it« 
'  isBue   (  particularly  with  duhoneil  men) 
'  are  so  great,  that  we  are  mostly  deterred 
'  froTO  resorting  to  legal  meaiuret  for  the 
'  rc€H»very  of  our  debts ;  as  such,  we  are 
'  leas  acquainted  with  the  Courts  of  Law 
'  than   many  others  probably  are.'     The 
principals  of  a  highly  respectable  wholesale 
house  at  Leeds  sait^''  The  mode  of  re^ 
covering  small  debts  is  so  expensive  and 
tormenting,  that  it  prevents  us  from  en* 
deavouring  to  recover  them.    The  idea  of 
going   into  Court  is  tenifying.'*     So  it 
thus  appeared,  that,  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to    the   other,    the    system  was 
equally  oppressive.    The  dislike  to  it  was 
not  confined  to  one  districts  but  extended 
over  all.     But  the  objection  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  provinces:   even  individuals 
living  in  the  capital  fell  the  same  re* 
pugnance,  the  same  horror  of  these  pro-^ 
casings.  They,  in  many  instanceik  thought 
the  beat  thing  they  could  do  was  to  give 
up  their  property   and  to   keep   out  of 
law.     The  retail  dealers  of  Fenchurch* 
street  thus  answered — "  We  are  incom- 
petent to  give  an  opinion,  for  wc  have 
such  a  horror  of  law,  that  we  never  have 
amrage  to  go  into  a  Court  of  Law.*'    So 
strong,  indeed,  was  the  sense  of  the  injudi- 
ciousneas  of  litigating  questions  about  small 
sums,  that  numerous  oases  occurred  of  per- 
sons paying  demands  for  debts  which  they 
did  not  owe,  but  which  they  feared  to  con- 
test on  account  of  the  expense,    A  man  had 
better  pay  a  demand  ojf  10^,  or  12/,  than 
resist  it,  defeat  his  adversary!  obtain  a 
verdict  in  his  favour  with  costs,  for  that 
verdict  would  give  him  less  than  he  would 
be  obliged   to  expend  in  his  defence  in 
reiiisting  the  unjust  demand.     He  could 
assure  their  Lordships,  that  this  was  fre- 
quently,  but,  of  course,  not  ordinarily,  the 
case ;  for,  if  it  were,  a  man  might  lose  his 
whole  property  in  sums  of  5/.  at  a  time.  Still, 
asa  matter  of  gain  or  loss  in  asingle  instance, 
one  had  better  pay  a  small  demand,  though 
unjust,  than  to  defend  an  action  to  resist 
it.     They  had  the  evidence  of  a  learned 
Serjeant  who  had,  for  many  years,  presided 
over  one  of  the  40f .  Courts  in  the  metro- 
p(>Iis,  who  stated,  that  it  was  a  common 
practice  with  the  suitors  in  that  Court  to 
reduce  their  demands  of  ftL  to  1/.  1(^.  11^//. 
m  order  to  avoid  the  expense  and  delay  of 
suing  for  the  whole.     He  added,  that  the 
proportion  of  cases  where  the  debts  were 
^'•>  and  tliofie  reduced,   was  about  one. 
ievsnth  of  the  whole.    ''  There  were,"  he 


observed,  *'  many  instances  in  which  debts 
of  litL  and  ISL  were  thus  reduced  to  under 
40#„  the  creditors  preferring  to  forego  the 
remainder  rather  than  risk  the  expense  of 
suing,  even  with  a  prospect  of  a  verdict 
in  their  favour,  for  the  whole  ;  but  the 
cases  were  common  in  which  claims  of  6i, 
vrere  thus  reduced/'  All  these  facts  had 
made  the  Commissioners  thus  report  to 
his  Majesty-..*^'  We  believe  the  complaints 
made  by  numbers,  whose  evidence  is  stated 
in  the  appendix  to  this  Report,  to  be  just  { 
that  creditors  are,  from  a  want  of  sufficient 
means  to  obtain  redress,  obliged  to  abandon 
their  just  demands ;  that  debtors  are,  from 
the  same  cause,  tempted  to  a  dishonest  le* 
sistance,  and  that  the  result  is  peal  ii\)ury 
to  public  morals,  and  private  ngfats."  He 
did  not  feel  it  necesnary  to  detain  their 
Lordships  longer  on  this  part  of  the  subject 
than  while  he  added,  that  noAing  was 
more  calculated  lo  weaken  the  attaemnent 
of  the  people  to  the  Government,  and  to 
lessen  their  respect  for  the  laws,  then  the 
knowledge,  that  those  laws  failed  to  gire 
them  that  protection  to  whidi  all  aulgeots 
were  entitled,  as  well  in  their  property  as 
in  tlieir  persons.  To  such  a  state  rf  things 
it  was  necessary  that  some  remedy  should 
be  applied.  He  now  came  to  the  eonsidera* 
tiou  of  the  remedy*  llie  only  remedy  of 
which  he  had  ever  heard,  save  that  pro* 
posed  in  the  Bill  now  before  their  Lord« 
ships,  was  the  improvement  in  the  system 
of  the  Courts.  He  would  except  one  other 
which  had  been  suggested^pf  transferring 
claims  for  debts  to  a  certain  ammint  for 
adjudication  to  the  Quarter  Sessions;  but, 
he  felt,  that  it  would  be  a  waste  of  their 
Lordships'  time  to  enter  into  any  argu- 
ments against  so  wild  a  scheme  as  this  of 
transferring  to  Courts  already  so  overloaded 
with  other  business  such  an  addition  as  this 
would  turn  out  to  be.  The  other  remedy, 
then,  was  the  improvement  in  the  County 
Courts  ;  but  these  were  so  numerous*— eo 
different  in  their  modes  of  practiee*<-some 
of  them  acting  on  very  old  practice,  and 
others  under  the  authority  af  Acts  of 
Parliament ;  in  short,  the  defeats  of 
them  were  so  numerous,  that  be  was 
convinced  it  would  be  much  easier  -—  as 
had  once  been  said  of  an  individual*— 
much  easier  to  make  one  entirely  new  than 
to  improve  those  which  were  already  in 
existence.  The  extent  of  tlie  jurisdiciioni 
the  nature  of  the  pleading,  the  form  and 
practice  in  many  of  those  Courts,  were 
greatly  difierent  from  those  in  others.  In 
some  the  jurisdiction  extended  to  claims  of 


879 


Local  Jurisdiction, 


{IX)RDS} 


Local  Jumdietion. 


used  tliis  drcuimtance  to  prove,  that  this 
experiment  hed  not  been  tried  succesafullj 
in  Scotland.  At  present  the  practice  of 
the  Scotch  Courts  was  admitted  to  be  a 
nuisance.  Whether  when  the  written 
pleadings  should  be  abolished,  and  the  mvd 
voce  evidence  should  be  admitted  in  their 
Btead,  the  nuisance  would  be  abated,  was 
another  question,  into  which  he  was  not 
called  upon  to  enter  on  the  present  occa. 
sion.  There  was  another  country,  besides 
Scotland,  in  which  this  system  had  been 
tried,  and  he  would  now  read  to  their 
Lordships  the  opinion  which  Captain  Hall 
had  published  regarding  its  operation  in 
the  United  States,  desiringthem  continually 
to  bear  in  mind  that  the  habits  of  Ameri- 
cans were,  with  some  slight  exceptions,  the 
habits  of  Englishmen.  He  would  apolo. 
gize  to  their  Lordships  for  detaining  them 
at  such  length,  were  he  not  conscious  that 
he  was  now  only  following  the  path  and 
treading  in  the  steps  of  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  in  order  to  make  good  his 
position.  Captain  Hall  said  :^^"  The  prin- 
ciples of  bringing  justice  home  to  every 
man's  door,  and  of  making  the  administra- 
tion of  it  cheap,  have  had  a  full  experiment 
in  America,  and  greater  practical  curses,  I 
will  venture  to  say,  were  never  inflicted 
on  any  country."  Speaking  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  he  adds : — *  They  have  done 
away  with  nearly  all  the  technicalities  of 
the  law ;  there  are  no  stamps,  no  special 
pleadings,  and  scarcely  any  one  is  so  poor 
that  he  cannot  go  to  law.  The  consequence 
is  a  scene  of  litigation  from  morning  to 
night  Lawyers,  of  course,  abound 
everywhere,  as  no  village  containing  above 
200  or  300  inhabitants  is  without  one  or 
more.  No  person,  be  his  situation  or 
conduct  in  life  what  it  may,  is  free  from 
the  never-ending  pest  of  law-suits.  Ser- 
vants, labourers,  every  one,  in  short,  on 
the  first  occasion  flies  off  to  the  neighbouring 
lawyer  or  justice  of  the  peace  to  commence 
an  action.  No  compromise  or  accommo- 
dation is  ever  dreamt  of;  the  law  must 
decide  everything.  The  lawyer's  fees  are 
fixed  at  a  low  rate,  but  the  passion  for 
litigating  a  point  increases  with  indulgence 
to  such  a  degree  that  these  victims  of 
cheap  justice,  or  rather  cheap  law,  seldom 
stop  while  they  have  a  doUar  left.'  Then 
there  was  another  testimony  to  the  same 
effect  in  Faux's  Memorable  Days  in 
America'  Faux  says : — *  Litigation  fre- 
*  quently  arises  here  from  the  imaginary 
'  independence  which  one  man  has,  or 
'  fancies  he  has^  of  others ;  to  show  which. 


^on  the  least  slip,  a  suit  ig  the 
'  result ;  it  is  bad  for  the  peqple  that  kwi» 
'  cheap;  as  it  keeps  tbemcoDsiandjr  in  strife 
'  with  their  ndghboars,  and  annilrilate 
'  that8ocia]iUlityoffeeliagwhidkflD«troo|r. 
'  ly  chaiacterixes  the  Ea^idi/     Hmvio^ 
referred  to  these  insCsnees,  he  would  now 
call  the  attention  of  their  LorSdupi  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  expected  fhM  B31 
would  work.     First,  with  reffaid  t9  the 
practitionera  of  English  law.  Heoonlieiided 
that  to  no  set  of  men  did  the  liberty^  «f 
England  owe  mine   than  it   did    to  iht 
members  of  the  English  Bar.     Tfacybad 
been,  on  the  one  hand,  the  safest  jniardiaiB 
of  the  people  i^ainst  theassaults  ofiacbiuary 
power,  and  he  had  no  doabt   that   tiicy 
would  prove  themselves  on  the  other,  the 
strongest  barriers  of  the  throne  agaiiut 
democracyand  repuhliran  usurpataoo*  Now, 
this  Bill  was,  in  his  opinion,  destructive  of 
the  independence  of  the  English  Bar.     As 
soon  as  the  Provincial  Courts  were  estab- 
lished,   which  were  ta  take  away    from 
Westminster-hall  two-thiids  of  the  bmineas 
now  transacted  in  it,  they  would  have  an 
immense    body    of   provincial    barristers. 
Many  of  the  barristers  now  practising  in 
Westminster-hall  must  necessarily  ahandon 
their  town  practice  and  convert  Uieioselves 
into  provincial  liarristers.      Need  he  tdl 
their  Lordships  that  such  barristers  would 
be  inferior  in  learning,  would  be  inferior  in 
talent,  would  be  inferior  in  inteIl^;eQoe« 
would  be  inferior  in  all  those  great  and 

florious  qualifications  which  had  so  long 
istinguished  the  bar  of  En^and?  Let 
their  Lordships  look  again  to  the  mode  in 
which  this  Bui  would  operate  on  the  bar. 
It  would  take  two  thirds  of  the  ordinarr 
business  from  the  Assises,  where  youag  men 
recently  called  to  the  bar  went  to  learn  ex- 
perience, and  to  form  themselves  to  the 
practice  of  the  Coiurts,  and  to  succeed  to 
those  vacancies  in  their  profession  whidi 
the  death  of  some  and  the  elevation  of  other 
members  of  it  were  daily  opening  to  their 
hopes  and  to  their  ambition.  The  besiQesB 
done  at  the  Assises  would  be  so  small  in 
consequence,  that  young  men  would 
to  go  the  circuits,  and  the  little 
that  was  left  would  be  absorbed  and  mono> 
polized  by  the  provincial  oounseL  Now,  it 
ought  to  be  recollected  that  &om  the  mem- 
bers of  the  bar,  the  Judges  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  must  of  necesnty  be  selected. 
Let  their  Lordships  remembor  how  deep  an 
interest  they  had  in  upholding*  the  character 
and  maintaining  the  dignity  of  that  daas 
of  men  frem  whom  the  future  Chanrfltor 
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must  be  selected.    Again,  the  Judges  who 
Treze  to  preside  in  thee  Local  Courts  were 
to  be  faaxnsters  of  ten  jears*  experience,  and 
men  of  irrqmachable  character.     Now,  he 
uroold  teEdieir  Lordships  that  if  they  sent 
audi  m  man  to  live  by  himself  in  the  ooun- 
try*  and  not  to  associate  with  his  equals  in 
l^al  knowledge  and  diaraeter^  the  chances 
virere  that  in  Uie  course  of  fire  years  that 
man  "wonld  degenerate  into  a  mere  drone. 
He  would  ask  their  Lordships  whether  a 
man  of  sueh  a  character,  ay,  or  of  such  a 
clasSy  was  a  fit  person  to  be  Lofd  Chan- 
cellor ?     He  had  looked  at  the  former  bills 
introdneed  on  this  subject  by  his  noble  and 
learned  friend,  and  at  the  table  of  fees 
which  those  bills  sanctioned ;  he  had  found 
those  fees  to  be  so  low,  that  none  but  very 
needy  attomies  would  work  for  them.  The 
'  etfects  of  the  Bill,  therefore,  would  be  to 
place  in  the  lower  department  of  the  pro* 
f  ession  a  set  of  men  on  whose  honour  and 
int^^ty  you  could  place  no  reliance ;  you 
would  have  them  promoting  chicanery  and 
encouxBging  litigation,  for  no  other  object 
than  to  recompense  themselves  by  the  mul- 
titude for  lihe  small  amount  of  their  fees : 
and  thus  you  would  degrade  the  legal  pro- 
fesfdon   firom  its  highest  members  to  the 
lowest,  hy  involving  judges,  barristers,  and 
attomies  in  one  common  poverty  and  ruin. 
If  he  (Lord  Lyndhurst)  had  been  fortunate 
enough  to  possess  the  powers  of  eloquence 
whi(£  belonged  to  his  noUe  and  learned 
friend,  he  would  have  placed  before  the 
eyes  of  their  Lordships  a  picture  of  such 
hideous  deformity  on  this  topic  as  would 
have  caused  them  to  turn  from  it  with 
shuddering  and  horror.    But  he  would  ask 
their  Lordships  was  the  cost  nothing  in  this 
proposed  alteration  of  the  law  ?     Let  one- 
tenth  part  of  the  cost  which  this  Bill  would 
occasion  to  the  country,  be  applied  to  the 
improvement  of  their  present  system,  and 
all  the  defects  in  it,  which  his  noble  and 
learned    friend   deplored   so  vehemently, 
would  be  done  away  with  for  ever.    Ac- 
cording to  the  calculation  of  his  noble  and 
learned  friend,  a  sum  of  150,000/.  would 
be  necessary  to  form  this  new  establish- 
ment: but  he  should  not  be  acting  fairly  to 
their  Lordships,  if  he  did  not  acquaint 
them  that  he  had  been  informed  by  practical 
men  that  the  cost  of  it  would  be  somewhere 
between  S50,000/.  and  SOO,OOOL    He  ad. 
mitted  that  neither  their  Lcndships  nor  the 
country  could  pay  too  much  for  clear,  pre- 
'cise,  and  accurate  justice;  but  to  pay  such 
A  sum  as  he  had  just  mentioned  for  vague, 
"vdeftnitei  and  uncertain  justice^  was  an 


absnrdity  too  gross  for  either  House  of 
Parliament  ever  to  sanction.  There  was 
not,  in  his  opinion,  the  slightest  necessity 
for  this  measure :  and,  he  would  ask  their 
Lordships  to  consider  what  was  the  mode 
by  which  his  noble  and  learned  friend  ar. 
rived  at  the  conclusion  that  this  Bill  would 
establish  cheap  justice.  From  what  anise 
the  necessity  to  detach  from  Westminster 
Hall  the  causes  which  were  to  be  tnmsforred 
to  these  new  tribunals  ?  What  were  the 
different  stages  of  a  suit  ^  There  was  pro- 
cess— ^then  came  the  interlocutory  proceed- 
ings— and  lastly,  the  trial  itself.  Those 
were  the  three  stages.  Now,  let  their 
Lordships  mark  how  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  arrived  at  the  first  of  these  stages. 
"  I'll  have  no  prooeas  and  no  plea,"  said 
his  noble  and  learned  friend ;  '^  111  merely 
have  a  notice  inserted  in  the  schedule." 
Now,  if  thu  were  a  wise  mode  of  proceed- 
ing in  causes  of  smaU  amount,  why  might 
it  not  be  successfully  applied  in  the  Courts 
of  >Vestminster-hall  to  thoae  cases  where 
the  cause  of  action  exceeds  20/.  ?  If  there 
should  be  neither  process  nor  pleading  in 
the  progress  of  actions  in  Westminster-hall, 
process  and  jdeading  would  undoubtedly 
cost  nothing.  If,  then,  the  plan  of  abolish- 
ing them  in  the  local  tribunals  were  wise- 
though  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it  was 
wiae — ^why  might  it  not  be  grafted  on  the 
plans  now  adopted  in  the  Courts  of  West- 
minster-hall P  As  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
plan,  one  word  might  perhaps  be  quite 
sufficient.  Their  Lorddiips  had  recently 
jMSsed  a  BQl  giving  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Courts  in  Westminster^hall  the  power  of 
drawing  up  the  pleadings  in  such  a  manner 
upon  distinct  points,  that  each  of  the  parties 
knew  what  the  other  intended  to  prove  upon 
the  trial  and  thus  was  prevented  firem 
carrying  to  the  Assise  town  a  number  of 
unnecessary  witnessess.  Now  under  this 
Bill  there  were  no  pleadings^  there  were 
no  distinct  points  to  be  proved  upon  the 
trial :  and  thus  it  compelled  the  parties  to 
the  suit,  and  the  witnesses,  all  to  go  to 
trial— the  one  not  knowing  what  was  to  be 
proved  against  them,  and  the  other  being 
ignorant  of  the  points  to  which  they  might 
be  called  to  give  their  evidence  He  had 
now  called  the  attention  of  their  Lordships 
to  the  first  step  in  the  suit.  The  next  was 
the  interlocutory  proceedings.  He  was 
now  addressing  himself  to  some  noble  Lords 
who  were  themselves  lawyers,  and  was 
speaking  in  the  presence,  and  in  the  hearing, 
perhaps,  of  some  of  the  ablest  men  of  the 
professum^  and  he  took  upon  himself  to  %ret 
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arguments  in  favour  of  the  Courts  wbich 
this  Bill  would  establish  ),  the  expenses 
were  so  great  in  oUr  ordinary  Courts^  that 
the  costs  of  the  plaintiff*  frequently  exceeded 
the  amount  recovered  by  the  veidict  in  his 
favour.  They  had,  however,  now  lived  to 
see  the  day  when  taxes  upon  law  proceed- 
ingSi  as  such,  were  admitted  to  be  most  un- 
just and  impolitic  as  sources  of  revenue. 
Since  the  time  of  Mr.  Dentham's  unan. 
swerable  demonstration  on  the  sul^ject, 
there  was,  he  believed,  no  sensible  man 
who  entertained  any  other  opinion  than 
that  such  taxes  were  most  unjust  In 
accordance  with  this  now  general  admission 
•—an  admission  now  recognized  by  the 
Legislature  itself — it  should  follow,  that 
the  Judge,  the  Registrar,  and  the  clerks  of 
the  new  Courts  should  be  paid  by  the  public, 
and  not  by  the  suitors.  Yet  when  he  said 
this,  he  had  great  doubts,  considering  the 
necessities  of  the  State,  and  the  unwifiing. 
ness  of  the  subject  to  submit  toany  newadcu- 
tion  on  their  burthens  he  feared  it  would  be 
necessary  to  have  some  fees  taken  in  the 
new  Courts;  but  while  he  admitted  this 
overruling  necessity,  he  must  enter  his 
protest  against  the  principle,  and  insist  that 
any  tax,  no  matter  what,  for  the  purpose 
of  drawing  the  payment  from  the  public 
rather  than  fVom  the  suitor  would  be  better 
than  fixing  it  on  law  proceedings.  Another 
point  on  which  he  would  say  a  few  words 
was,  the  probability  that  this  Bill  might  be 
opposed  by  a  band  of  individuals,  whose 
interests  might  be  more  or  less  concerned ; 
but  he  trusted,  that  any  appeal  from  those 
parties  would  be  made  to  their  Lordships 
in  vain.  It  would  be  absurd  and  unjust  to 
let  the  petty  interests  of  a  few  individuals 
stand  in  the  way  of  a  great  measure  in 
which  the  interests  of  the  public  at  large 
were  so  greatly  concerned,  (jnfortunatefy, 
however.  It  was  seen,  that  important  public 
measures  were  sometimes  greatly  impeded  by 
the  opposition  of  such  petty  interests.  It  was 
stated  by  Bishop  Burnet,  that  when  Lord 
Somers  intrriduced  his  Bill  for  the  better 
protection  of  suitors  in  Courts  of  Law,  it 
was  **  found  to  affect  the  clerks  and  under 
officers,  whose  interests  were  more  consi- 
dered than  those  of  the  nation  itself." 
The  Bill  consequently  encountered  the 
hostility  of  those  who  hail  some  petty 
interests  involved  in  the  question,  and  in 
order  to  escape  their  oppomtion,  some  of 
its  most  imnortant  clauses  were  omitted, 
and  the  utihty  of  the  measure  essentiallv 
nartDWed.  He  trusted,  that  if  any  such 
attempts  were  made  with  respect  to  this 


Bill,  they  would  be  defeated.  He  now 
came  to  the  last  pomt  on  which  he  meaiii 
to  occupy  the  attentbn  of  their  Lotdabini 
he  meant  the  changes  vfhich  he  hfld  tn&de 
in  the  Bill  since  its  first  intrDductiim.  1b 
the  first  Bill  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Courts 
was  intended  to  extend  to  actions  of  lOO/^ 
but  in  the  present  Bill  the  jurisdiction 
not  to  extend  to  cases  where  the  sum 
ceeded  20/.  and  this  he  made  in 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  Cominissiim- 
ers,  who  were  of  opinion  that  they  on^jfat 
not  to  go  {Urther  at  Arst.  Another  dim^e 
was,  that  it  was  not  intended  to  proceed  at 
once  with  the  establishment  of  these  Courts 
all  over  the  country,  but  the  Crown  was  to 
have  the  power  to  select  three  or  four  dis- 
tricts  in  which  such  Courts  should  be  estab- 
lished at  first,  and  as  they  had  experience  of 
the  operation  of  these  Courts  to  euend 
them  to  other  pkces.  If  he  i^ould  ha  told 
that  this  was  an  expermietiti  heahould  take 
it,  not  as  an  objection  to  tke  plan,  faut 
rather  as  a  compliment.  It  waA  an  expe- 
riment ;  and  an  experiment,  bo,  in  whidi 
he  and  their  Lordships  might  have  oettmaa 
to  make  alterations  as  they  should  see 
how  it  ivorked:  for  his  own  part  he 
did  not  expect  that  he  should  evet  be 
able  to  present  any  bill  to  the  House  in 
the  operation  of  which  experietioe  toight 
not  show — even  if  passed  in  the  exact 
state  in  which  it  was  draw&<«»that  many 
things  had  been  omitted  which  ought  to 
have  been  inserted,  and  some  Ihingp 
inserted  which  it  were  better  had  been 
omitted.  He  therefore  thought  it  bet* 
ter  that  they  should  ptvceed  st  first 
with  caution,  and  therefore  with  greater 
chance  of  safety;  and  when  gui£d  by 
experience,  they  might  eVen  in  a  few 
months  come  to  a  perfect  systettt,  or 
at  least  to  the  founaation  of  a  system, 
so  complete  as  to  enable  the  pecple  at 
this  country  to  say  what  they  nsa  now 
no  pretension  for  saying — that  they  ooold 
obtain  cheap,  effectual,  and  univerisl  jus. 
tice.  He  would  now  more,  that  theii 
Lordships  should  resolve  theoiselves  into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  this 
Bill. 

Lord  Lyndhurst  said,  that,  In  pumian<» 
of  his  pledee,  that  if  he  should  ftna  this  Bill 
a  Just  and  wise  measure  It  should  ha\e 
the  best  support  that  he  could  rive  it,  hehsd 
given  it  his  most  serious  consideration.  He 
had  not,  however,  trusted  wholly  to  his  own 
opinion,  but  had  consulted  with  those  o« 
whose  judgments  he  placed  giester  reliance 
than  on  his  own,  and  the  result  was»  thai  hi 
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coold  n&t  sapport  the  Bill  in  the  abApe  In 
whidi  tt  now  flftood.  In  thii,  he  tepeated^ 
h^  dUt  not  mettiy  dve  his  Own  opinion^  he 
had  eonfeflhed  with  many  persons^  much 
more  e^rtenced  than  himself,  and  he 
must  mf,  that  ifi  WestminMer.hall—fiom 
the  hi^ettt  to  the  lowest — ^with  some^  he 
would  admit,  learned  exceptions,  the  great 
bo^of  the  learned  profession  were  adverse 
to  the  measure.  It  misht  be  said,  perhaps, 
srtd  his  learned  and  ncrale  iriend  might  be 
indilled  to  insinuate,  that  some  of  these 
were  interested  parties.  He  would  admit, 
that  aome  of  tneitt  weiie;  but  the  great 
body  had  no  othe^  interestin  the  mattcrthan 
that  whidi  they  possessed  in  common  with 
their  Lordships,  and  he  muM  add,  what 
he  wai  sure  nis  noble  and  learned  friend 
(the  Lotd  Chancellor)  woold  admit,  that 
no  hbdy  Of  men  wete  eVer  less  ditposed  than 
the  My  to  Which  he  refinrt^,  to  oppose 
their  owii  ititettste  to  any  nteaMire  which 
had  Ae  nubHc  advanta^  for  its  object. 
He  wonid  freely  admit,  that  with  the 
ttuMttlde,  thill  wa^  ft  popukr  measure. 
Wdl,  it  might  be  so.  It  promised  cheap- 
it  pinttttied  ejcpeditious  law.  Those  were 
plausible  topics — <topics  well  calculated  to 
eatch  the  breath  of  popular  opinion.  But 
it  shOdld  be  borne  in  mind-^ndhe  trusted 
the  country  and  their  Lordships  would 
think  well  upon  it — that  cheap  hiw  did 
not  always  mean  cheap  Justice,  nor  expedi. 
tinus  law  expeditious  justice.  His  noble 
and  learned  friend  had  laid  some  stress  on 
the  q[iinionsof  the  Law  Commissioners,  to 
whom  the  consideration  of  this  matter  was 
reftfrted,  and  he  was  ready  to  admit,  that 
the  talents  and  ability  of  the  learned  Gen- 
tlemen who  composed  that  Commisnon 
gate  a  weight  to  their  opinions  which 
entitled  them  to  great  respect,  but  he  must 
aay,  at  the  same  time,  that  beiides  the  fkct 
that  one  Commissioner  had  dissented  as  to 
'  the  eittent  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  new 
Courts,  there  were  men  equal  in  leamins 
snd  aUVty  to  those  Commissioners,  and 
Ht  exceeding  them  in  numbers,  who  came 
fo  a  very  dlirerent  conclusion  on  tlie  sutject. 
An  the  question  had  been  referred  to  the 
Commissioners,  he  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
go  through  the  whole  mass  of  evidence 
appended  to  their  report,  and  he  must  say, 
that  mueh  of  it  wan  inconsistent  and  con- 
tltidictorV.  He  irould,  however,  pass  over 
that,  and  come  td  the  opiniotis  given  by  the 
great  mass  of  individuals  connected  with 
3ie  tndlng  community,  who,  he  admitted, 
were  mott  intvrested  in  this  measure;  and, 
•mongtt  tiiese,  he  fotind  that  many  seemed 
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to  be  only  anxious  ifar  an  expeditions  mode 
of  recovering  their  debts.  Some  were 
clamorous  for  the  repeal  of  the  Insolvent 
Law,  which  would  thus  place  the  debtor  at 
the  metcy  of  his  creaitor;  and  there 
were  others  who  required  what  he  was 
sure  would  excite  a  smile  amongst  their 
{ Lordships,  or  at  least  on  the  coun- 
I  tenance  of  his  noble  and  learned  friend, 
for  they  asked  no  less  than  that  commercial 
questions  should  be  decided  without  the 
aid  of  any  legal  authority,  and  left  entirely 
to  the  decision  of  a  number  of  merchants, 
who  would  thus  be  left  to  administer  the 
commercial  laws  of  the  country.  When  he 
found  this  evidence,  so  much  relied  upon, 
containing  matter  of  this  kind,  he  owned 
that  he  was  not  disposed  to  attach  that  im- 
portance to  it  to  which  his  noble  and  learn, 
ed  friend  seemed  to  diink  it  entitled.  He 
was  ready  to  admit  the  existence  of  tlie 
mat  evils,  and  inconveniences,  and  hard- 
snips  complained  of  in  our  present  system, 
but,  utifortunately,  those  hardships  and 
Inconveniences  were  almost  inseparable 
from  any  system  which  could  be  devised. 
Justice  must  be  administered  upon  some 
general  rules,  and,  in  the  adherence  to 
Uiose  rules,  it  would  be  impottible  to  avoid 
hardships  and  inconveniences  in  some  cases. 
He  was  sore,  that  even  in  the  new  system 
Which  his  noble  and  learned  friend  pro- 
posed it  would  be  impossible  to  avoid  them. 
But  he  hoped,  that  before  he  sat  down,  he 
should  be  able  to  convince  their  Lordships 
that  the  diiBcttlties  and  the  hardships  of 
whidh  his  noble  and  learned  friend  com- 
plained, under  the  administration  of  justice 
as  it  now  stood,  might  be  obviated  without 
that  total  dislocation  of  our  whole  system 
I  for  the  administration  of  justice,  which  his 
noble  and  learned  friend,  hy  the  present 
Bill,  proposed.  Before  they  changed  that 
S3rstem,  they  ou^ht  to  examine  its  principle, 
and  their  Lorduips  would,  perhaps,  allow 
him  to  direct  their  attention  to  the  founda. 
tion  on  which  it  rested.  It  was  admitted 
on  all  hands,  that  the  administration  of 
justice  in  this  country  was  more  pure  than 
that  of  any  other  country  in  the  world.  It 
was  not  only  unoormpted  and  inoomiptiUe, 
but  it  was,  he  was  proud  to  sav,  alxwe  sus- 
picion. But,  when  we  had  this  purity  in 
the  principle  of  its  administration,  should 
we  not  be  cautious  how  we  put  this  system 
to  any  hacard  by  a  change?  He  said,  that 
there  was  no  country  on  the  face  rf  the 
earth,  in  which  greater  attention  had  been 
paid  to  the  form  of  prooeedin|s,  atid  to  te 
due  administration  of  justice  oetweeli  ttin 
2F2 
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and  man,  than  in  our  own.  Now,  why 
was .  it  that  our  proceedings  were  in  all 
cases  so  clear  and  definite  ^  Because  the 
great  object  of  our  system  was  to  avoid 
litigation.  If  contests  arose  between  indi- 
viduals about  their  rights,  they  went  at 
once  to  consult  their  legal  advisers ;  and  so 
clear  in  most  cases  was  our  law^  that 
nothing  was  more  usual  than  for  suitors, 
on  their  first  application,  to  receive  this 
answer : — "  You  have  no  chance  of  suc- 
cess. You  should  adjust  your  difference  as 
you  best  can,  and  so  put  an  end  to  the  con- 
test at  once.**  He  believed,  that  out  of 
every  fifteen  suits  commenced  in  our 
Courts,  not  more  than  one  ever  came  to 
trialj  for  the  parties,  as  he  had  already 
stated  to  their  Lordships,  immediately  con- 
sulted their  legal  advisers,  and  thus  obtain- 
ing a  knowledge  of  their  real  situation, 
without  incurring  further  process  and  ex- 
pense, proceeded  to  adjust  their  differences 
in  the  mode,  which,  the  certainty  of  the 
law  being  decidedly  either  for  them  or 
against  them,  rendered  most  expedient  It 
was  the  beauty  of  this  preventive  part  of 
our  system,  that  their  Lordships  ought  to 
bear  perpetually  in  mind  whenever  they 
were  called  upon  to  legislate  on  projects  of 
this  nature.  To  what  was  it  to  be  as- 
cribed ?  And  what,  above  all  other  things, 
was  the  cause  of  it  ?  It  was  to  be  ascril^ 
to  the  central  system  of  the  administration 
of  the  law  in  England.  Twelve  or  fifteen 
Judges,  educated  in  the  same  manner-— 
■sitting  together  at  one  time,  and  in  one 
place — consulting  each  other  daily,  and,  if 
need  be,  hourly — subject  to  the  criticism 
of  their  compeers,  subject  also  to  the  exa- 
mination of  an  acute  and  vigilant  bar — 
kept  constantly  alive  to  the  justice  of  the 
decisions  of  the  Judges  by  the  importance 
which  they  exercised  over  the  interests  of 
their  clients— ensured  for  the  judgments 
of  our  Judges,  a  certainty,  a  precision,  a 
freedom  from  corruption,  and  even  a  free- 
dom from  the  suspicion  of  corruption,  such 
as  had  never  existed  in  any  other  country. 
There  was,  moreover,  this  further  advan- 
tage in  the  system,  that  the  same  indivi- 
duals going  as  Judges  into  the  different 
counties  of  England,  and  carrying  with 
them  the  same  temper  and  the  same  spirit 
to  administer  the  law  in  the  provinces, 
rendered  its  proceedings  uniform  and  uni- 
versal ;  and  even  where  any  of  their  num- 
ber committed  on  the  circuit  any  mistake, 
rendered  that  mistake  easy  of  correction,  by 
preference  to  their  whole  number,  when 
again  assembled  within   the  precincts  of 


Westminster  JialL    He  had  dietaiaed  thei^ 
Lordships  at  this  Icngdi,  in  detailing  the 
principles  on  which  our  present    system 
was  founded,  in  order  to  enable  tfaem  to 
decide,  with  more  certainty^  wfaeibcr  the? 
ought  or  ought  not  to  aanctaoo  tlie  inroed 
which  his  noble  and  learned  friend  was  in. 
tending  to  make  upon  them  by  hie  pteaeni 
Bill.    On  an  occasion  of  this  importance — 
for  he  admitted  it  to  be  an  occasion  of  im. 
portance,  and  the  full  attendance  of  tfadr 
Lordships   showed,    that  they   considered 
this  question,  from  its  connexion  with  the 
impartial  adonnistration  of  juBtioe,  to  be  a 
question  of  importance— on  a  question  of 
this  importance,  he  wished  to  fiDrtHy  hb 
own  judgment,  by  the  authority  of  otben 
of  ereater  weight  and  experience  than  him. 
sell.    Mr.  Justice  Blackstonei  in  describioi: 
the  administration  of  law  as  administered 
by  our  Judges  of  Anise,  used  thia  finrible 
and  elegant  language : — '  The  vecy  point  of 
'  their  being  strangers  in  the  countiy  is  of 
infinite  service  in  preventine  those  fac 
tions  and  parties  which  would  intrude  in 
every  cause  of  moment^    were   it  tried 
only  before  persons  resident  on  the  spot, 
and  as  this  constitution  prevents  partf  snd 
faction  from  intermingling  in  the  tnal  of 
right,  so  it  keeps  both  the  rule  and  the 
administration  of  the  laws  unifurm.  These 
justices,  though  thus  varied  and  shifted  at 
every  Assize,  are  allswom  to  the  samelaws, 
have  had  the  same  education,  have  pur. 
sued  the  same  studies,  converse  and  ooo* 
suit  together,  communicate  their  dedsioos 
and    resolutions,    and  preside   in  these 
Courts  which  are  mutually  connected; 
and  hence  their  administration  of  jostioe, 
and  conduct  of  trials,  are  consonant  snd 
uniform;    whereby  that   oonfusian  and 
contrarie^    are    avoided,   which   would 
naturally  arise  from  a  variety  of  unooo- 
municating  judges,  or  any  proyincial  es- 
tablishment.'   That   was   &e    prindf^ 
laid  down  by  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone— ^ 
principle  vorLtied  by  daily  experienoei  sod 
of   the   truth  of  which  their  Lorddiipi 
must,  from  their  own  observation,  be  fully 
convinced.     He    would   next  piooeed  t» 
show  their  Lordships,  that,  if  vhBj  should 
determine  to  adopt  this  Bili^  they  would  be 
proceeding  in  an  inverse  order  from  all 
their  former  proceedings*    Formerly,  the 
administration  of  justice  throughout  £fla- 
land  was  by  Ix)cal  Courts  and  TrifauniSL 
Great  inconvenience  was  found  to  result 
therefrom,  and  the  system  was  abandoned 
in  consequence,  and  the  present  system  wts 
established  in  its  stead.   The  Report  of  thr 
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Comtniiwimiers  alluded  to  the  opinion  given 
on  ibis  subject  by  Sir  Matthew  Ha]e.  He 
wished  to  point  out  to  their  Lorddiips  the 
reaaonfl  upon  which  that  kamed  and  ex- 
cellent Judge  rested  his  opinion^  for  those 
reasons  were  decidedly  oppowd  to  the  retro- 
grade course,  which  his  noble  and  learned 
fiiend  now  proposed  to  them  to  pursue.  Sir 
Matthew  Hale,  speaking  of  the  improve- 
naents  made  in  our  laws  firom  the  time  of 
Henry  1st,  down  to  that  of  Edward  1st, 
menlaoned,  that  uptothe  time  of  Henry  2nd, 
the  administration  of  the  common  justice  of 
the  kingdom  seemed  to  be  wholly  dispensed 
in  the  County  G>urt8,  Hundred  Courts, 
and  Coorta*baron^-Courts  which,  at  that 
time,  were  of  hieher  character  than  they 
weve  now.  *  This,'  said  Sir  Matthew 
Hale,  *  doubtless  bred  great  inconvenience, 
'  uncertainty,  and  vane^  in  the  laws— 
'  fitst,  by  the  ignorance  of  the  judges,  who, 
*  in  process  of  time  neglected  the  study  of 
'  Ensdish  law,  aa  great  men  usually  did.' 
Theleamed  Judge  then  proceeded  as  fol- 
lows >-.-'  Secondly,  another  inconvenience 
was,  that  this  also  bred  great  variety  of 
laws,  eqiecially  in  the  seveml  counties. 
For  the  decinons,  or  judgments,  being 
made  by  divers  courts,  and  several  inde. 
pendent  judges  and  judicatories,  who  had 
no  common  interest  amonff  them  in  their 
several  judicatories;  thereby,  in  process  of 
time,  every  several  county  would  have 
several  laws,  customs,  rules,  and  forms  of 
proeeedines;  which  is  always  the  eSbct 
of  seveiaf  independent  judicatories,  ad- 
minirtered  by  several  judges.  Thhdly, 
a  third  inconvenience  was,  that  all  the 
bunness  of  any  moment  was  carried  by 
parties  and  factions.  And,  although  in 
cases  of  false  judgment,  the  law,  even  as 
then  nsed,  provided  a  remedy,  1^  writ  of 
false  judgment,  before  the  king  or  his 
Chief  Justice;  and  in  case  the  judgment 
was  found  to  be  such,  in  the  County 
Court,  ail  the  suitors  were  considerably 
ameieed;  which  -also  continued  long 
after  in  use,  with  some  severity ;  yet  this 
psoved  but  an  ineffectual  remedy  for 
those  raischieft.  Therefore  the  King  took 
another  and  more  effectual  course ;  for  in 
the  dSnd  year  of  his  reign,  by  advice  of 
his  Parliament,  held  at  Northampton,  he 
institated  justices-itinerant ;  dividing  the 
kingdom  into  six  circuits,  and  to  every 
cirosit  allotting  three  Judges,  knowing  or 
experienced  in  the  laws  of  the  reslra.' 
Thos,  their  Lordships  would  perceive,  that 
the  principle  which  his  noble  and  learned 
imnd  wiiiMd  lor  intvodaoe  again  into  the 


system  of  the  country  was  that  very  prin- 
ciple which  had  formerly  existed  in  it,  and 
which  had  been  abolished  on  account  of 
the  inconveniences  to  which  it  had  given 
birth ;  owing,  first,  to  the  ignorance  of  the 
Judges;  next  their  varying  and  contra, 
dictory  decisions ;  and,  lastly,  to  their  per- 
mitting all  business  of  importance  to  be 
carried  by  parties  and  factions.  To  obviate 
these  inconveniences,  that  great  Monarch, 
Henry  2nd,  had  adopted  the  system  of 
justices-itinerant,  nearly  in  the  same  form 
in  which  the  system  existed  at  present;  and 
to  revive  those  inconveniences,  nothing 
more  appeared  to  him  to  be  necessary,  than 
the  enactment  of  this  project  of  his  noble 
and  learned  friend.  Their  Lordships  would 
perhaps  think,  that  he  was  treating  this 
part  of  the  subject  too  seriously,  for  they 
might  suppose  that  the  extent  of  the 
jurisdiction  which  the  Bill  of  his  noble  and 
learned  fnend  would  create  was  more 
limited  than,  in  pobt  of  fact,  it  really  was. 
He  was  therefore  anxious  to  show  their 
Lordships  the  extent  to  which  this  Bill 
would  transfer  the  business  now  transacted 
in  We8tminster.hall  from  the  Courts  there 
to  the  local  tribunals  which  this  Bill  was 
intended  to  establish.  He  had  himself 
made  many  inquiries  upon  the  subject,  and 
he  was  bound  to  say,  that  they  fully  con- 
firmed the  statement  of  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  on  the  woolsack.  He  had 
found,  bv  reference  to  the  business  of  the 
circuits  which  he  had  himself  attended, 
and  by  inquiries  which  he  had  made  of 
those  who  were  most  conversant  with 
the  state  of  business  in  Westminster-hall, 
that  by  this  Bill  full  two-thirds  of  the  bu- 
siness now  transacted  in  the  Courts  of 
Westminster-hall  would  be  transferred  to 
these  local  tribunals.  One  thing,  of  which 
their  Lordships  ought  never  to  lose  sight 
in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  was  the 
great,  he  might  even  say  the  enormous, 
extent  of  the  measure  proposed  by  his  noble 
and  learned  friend — a  measure  which  would 
unquestionably  detach  from  the  Courta  at 
Westminster  one-half,  if  not  two-thirds,  of 
the  business  at  present  transacted  within 
them.  This  was  not  all.  There  were  some 
inquiries  for  which  these  local  tribunals 
were  certainly  not  adapted,  and  which,  by 
some  strange  fatality,  were  in  future  to  be 
monopolised  by  them.  The  jurisdiction  of 
these  local  tribunals  was  to  extend  to  all 
cases  of  libel,  where  the  plaintiff*  laid  his 
damages  at  50L  Now,  as  the  amount  of 
damages  must,  in  all  cases  of  libel,  be  un- 
certain, and  as  it  was  to  be  enacted,  tbat.if 
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a  piBnitiir,  trying  hii  auM  in  Westminster, 
hfuli  did  not  recover  a  certain  amount  of 
damages^   be  was  not  to   be  entitled  to 
recover  any  costs,  it  followed  almost  as  a 
matter  of  course,  that  after  the  passing  of 
this  Bill,  all  actions  for  libels  in  which  the 
amount  of  damages  was  uncertain,  would 
be  tried  before  these  local  tribunals.  What ! 
try  a  libel  by  six  common  Jurymen  under 
a  judge  residing  on  the  spot,  living  among 
the  parlies,  knowing  the  witnesses  inti^ 
matuy,  influenced  perhaps  by  their  local 
prejudices,  and  thus  acting  so  as  to  create  a 
feeung,  or  if  not  a  feeling,  a  suspicion,  that 
he  was  acting  partially?    Would  their 
Lordships  let  such  a  measure  have  their 
support,  merely  because  it  emanated  from 
the  libml  spirit  of  his  noble  and  learned 
friend?    There    were    a    great    number 
of  similar   cases,    which,    by  this    Bill, 
would  be  transferred  from  the  Courts  of 
Westmtnster-haU  which  were  competent 
to  decide  upon  them,  to  local  tribunals, 
which  would   possess  no  competency  at 
all    All  actions  of  false  imprisonment, 
where  the  damages  in  the  first  instance 
must  of  course  be  uncertain^  must,  a^ 
matters  of  course,  for  the  reason  which  he 
had  already  stated,  be  tried  before  these 
local  tribunals;  so  that  every  Magistrate 
who  unknowingly  transgressed  the  law,  or 
was  ffuilty  of  any  techmcal  violation  of  it, 
wouM  be  liable  to  have  an  action  brouffht 
against  him,  and  to  have  it  tried,  not  before 
a  Special  Jury,  but  before  this  narrow  tri^ 
bunal  of  six  common  Jixryixiea,  on  whom 
party  prejudice  and  every  oUier  narrow 
tbeling  was  likely  to  operate,  under  a  Judge 
who  was  living  on  the  spot,   and  who 
might  be,  in  consequence,  either  the  enemy 
of  the  Magistrate  against  whom  the  action 
was  brou|pt>  or  the  enemy  of  the  party 
who  brought  it    He  mentioned  these  dr- 
cumstanpes  to  gm  their  Lordships  an  in^ 
sight  into  the  ml  nature  of  this  Bill  s  for, 
when  noUe  Lords  said,  that  this  was  a  Bill 
to  enable  individuals  to  recover  the  amount 
of  their  just  debts  at  a  low  rate,  they 
were  only  taking  a  very  partial  view  of  it; 
and  he  would  lUustrate  this,  by  calling  to 
the  recollection  of  their  Lordships  what 
the  argument  was  which  had  been  used 
not  very  long  ago  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Wdsh   Judicature.     What^  he  repeated, 
was  that  argument  ?    Was  it  not  that  tbe 
same  Judges  always  went  the  same  circuit, 
and  that  partiality,  influence,  and  comip- 
taon  weve  supposdi  to  prevail  there  in  con* 
sequence?    He  should  never  forget  the 
ipeecb  whidi  he  had  bad  the  good  fortune 


to  hear  made  in  the  odier  Hooae  of  ftr- 
liament  by  a  noble  Kacl  who  was  thsa 
leaning   i^inst   the  Table.    Tho   mUk 
Earl,  upon  that  oooasion,  after  relbtiiag  «» 
the    opiqion    of    Blaekitone,    wfaidi   be 
(Lord  Lyndhunt)  bad  already  quoeed^  aid 
after  statrng  that  the  results  in  Wales  had 
been  exacuy  what  Blaekatsne  htd  pn- 
dieted  as  likely  to  ibDow  from  an  sfynate 
system  to  that  whidi  be  had  been  dBKSUn^ 
sisked:  ^  Is  it  possible  to  desoribe  warn  ie- 
cutBtely  the  state  of  Wales?    We  faacve  the 
despised  jurisdictimi,  the  aospidon  tf  par- 
tiality, the  oonfliottng  prsetiee."    Tluifc  wss 
the  ground  upon  which  tbe  noble    Eail 
pressed  upon  the  other  Hooae  of  Pailiik 
ment  the  necessity  of  ahering  tbe  ooeati- 
tution  of  tbe  judioatute  of  that  pert  ef  ibe 
British  empire.    On  that  oocaAen,  es  he 
had  already  told  their  Lorddiipa»  he  was 
present  in  the  other  House  of  Parliaient ; 
and  then  he  heard  another  individiBal  aigue 
the  same  question  exactly  upon  Ae  asane 
principles.    These  were  his  ffxpresmona:— 
The  first  objection    to   the    ayaieea  of 
Welsh    Judges    was,    that   thtiy    newer 
changed  theur  circuits:   to  wbeleaardr^ 
cuit  they  were  appointed,  over  tint  diey 
continued  to  preside;  and  thus  it  hap. 
pened  that  they  becsone  acquainted  with 
all  the  landholders  of  the  nei^boorlMiod, 
with  the  gentry-M^nay,  even  with  tlie  very 
witnesses  who  came  before  tbenu    The 
names,  the  fisoes,  die  vary  diaieeten  of 
these  persons  soon  beoame  famiilar  to 
them,  and  out  of  this  grew  likiags  and 
prejudices  which  never  did  end   never 
coiOd  cast  a  shadow  of  shade  over  the 
twelve  Judges  of  Westmiaster-lialL*    He 
need  not  mention  to  thmr  Lofdahns  the 
name  of  the  individual  who  naed   that 
phraseology ;  their  Lordships  were  elieady 
well  acquainted  with  bis  style,  for  they 
were  in  the  habit  of  listening  to  it  efanost 
every  night  with  mingled  fcehnga  of  del^t 
and  instroctinn.    Abolish   the   twelve  or 
the  fifteen  Judges  of  Wrstmiaatcrwfaill, 
because   they    become,   by   going     dKir 
cbrcuits  twice  a-y ear,  liable  to  partUhy,  or, 
what  is  almost  as  bad,  the  ausfoeion  of 
partiality  |  bat  establish,  at  Ae  sasee  ttase, 
a  set  of  Judges  who  are  to  be  going  ht 
years,  and  for  several  timer  in  eadi  year, 
the  same  narrow  circuit  who  ate  to  reside 
constantly  within  it,  and  who  by  leddii^ 
witlun  it,  are  likely  to  become  ten  tiaMS 
as  familiar  as  the  present  Jodgn  with  tbe 
laces  and  characten  of  the  partiea  Imtwun 
whom  they  have  to  decide,  and  of  tfie  wk* 
nasMS  whom  they  hssn  to  *»*— *«*^   OanH 
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their  hoHAiy^t  if  they  bad  not  seen  tK« 
pceaevLt  3iU,  have  believed,  that  hU  noble 
and  leamed  friend  un  ibe  Weobtack  would 
have  Qommted  to  prppiwe  to  them  the  re-* 
iaoxdu^tiun  of  a  lystem  which  was  pveg- 
nmfkt  with  eviUi  even  ten  times  worse  than 
thcMB  tvbich  he  bad  always  been  so  active 
iu  denouneing  and  fenionstrating  against  ? 
Hia  noble  and  learned  iriend  on  the  Wool* 
Hick  had  saidy  that  this  Bill  was  only  an 
ta^fNHriment.    Npiv«  it  apfiaarod  to  him  to 
give  to  bis  M^Jeaty's  Ministers  the  power 
of  establishing  as  many  of   these  ifooa] 
Courts  as  they  might  think  fit.    The  Bill 
fonnerly  introduoed  on   this  sul)ject  was 
pnaaee  and  definite,  and  that  very  cirouw-^ 
atnooe  led  him  to  believe,  that  there  was 
oiofie  meant  by  this  enactment  than  bis 
QoUa   and   learned    friend  publicly  and 
openly  nvowedt     The  operation  of  this 
KU  was  formerly  tu  be  confined  to  tbQ 
ODuqt^  of  Kenti  and  to  one  of  the  northern 
counties;   and  after  the  experiment  bad 
been  tried  and  found  tu  succeedy  applica* 
tion^  WPS  to  be  made  to  Parliamant  for  its 
extension  toother  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
But  now  let  their  Lordships  mark   the 
difievanee*    Abandoning  the  principle  of 
this  old  Bill,  bis  noble  and  karned  friend 
now  pioBQsed  to  give  a  power  to  his  Ma* 
josty's  uoverninont  to  est^ibUsh  as  many 
Courts  at  any  time  and  at  any  place  as  it 
mi^t  deem  eoovenient    When  be  saw. 
that  the  former  provisipns  of  this  BUI  were 
nbandoned,  that  greater  powers  were  given 
to  tbe  Government  in  their  stead,  he  could 
not  help  looking  at  this  Bill  with  greater 
jealonQT  than  perhaps  he  ought  otherwise 
to  have  done.    He  oould  not  help  thinking 
that  it  was  intended  at  once,  and  without 
tryingany  general experimentv  to  establish 
this   Bill    in    full    operation.      But    bis 
ooUe  and  leamed  fnieiul  had  pursued  his 
afgument  still  furtlier*    In  the  course  of 
it,  bis  noble  and  learned  friend  bad  re- 
ferred to  the  existence  of  Local  Courts  in 
other  countriea»  and  to  tbeir  operation  in 
tboM  countries.    Into  that  ^art  of  his  ar- 
gomest  he  ivadily  and  wiUingly  followed 
oil  noble  and  Inurned  friend.  That  system, 
as  their  Lordships  were  well  aware,  had 
for  aome  time  past  been  established  in 
Fssnee.    He  requested  tbeir  Lordships  to 
take  up  any  book  that  had  been  written  by 
Fimii  lawyers  on  that  suUect*  and  after 
reading  il^  to  fi^nnan  idea  of  the  practice  of 
ihoie  Courts,  and  of  tbe  nature  of  their 
gytiem;  iofluenoe,  partiality^  corruption, 
or  the  wnpifian  of  oorruption,  were  tbe 
nMvailiBir  fiaainras  in  lim    l^-g^aMiali   ikn 


same  iystem  herei  and  might  not  preciaely 
the  same  consequences  result  from  it  ?  "  Oh, 
no,"  said  his  noble  and  learned  friend » 
"  wo  have  tried  this  system  in  Scotland* 
and  nothing  of  the  kind  has  happened 
there."  To  that  assertion  be  (Lord  Lynd- 
hursti  frankly  replied:  **  No,  you  have  not 
tried  that  system.  I  admitt  that  Looal 
Courts  are  at  present  established  in  SooU 
land,  but  you^  the  highest  law  authority  in 
tha  country^  have  told  us«  that  those  Courts 
must  be  purged  and  purified  before  they 
can  become  aU  that  you  wish  them."  That 
Local  Courts  had  been  established  in 
Sootlaud  he  readily  admitted ;  but  that  they 
worked  abominably  he  would  prove  by  the 
admission  of  his  noUe  and  leamed  friend 
himsdf.  He  well  recollected,  that  on  cer- 
tain petitions  being  presented  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Scotland  by  Mr.  Cutlar 
Fergussous  bis  noble  and  leamed  friend 
had  expressed  his  feelings  respecting  those 
Courts  in  the  following  terms: — 'It  had 
frequently  happened,  as  the  law  at  prasent 
stood*  that  a  delay  had  taken  place  of  two 
years,  and  in  some  instaiu^ea  of  five  years, 
before  a  cause  could  be  finally  adjudicated 
befcNre  ibis  officer.  In  causes  concerning 
accounts  such  delays  were  frequent  The 
written  pleadings  from  the  two  parties 
went  on  for  a  long  time,  and  amounted 
to  an  immense  mass  of  papers.  The 
Sheriflf-substitute  bad  to  go  Uirough  them 
alj>  and  in  tbe  fulness  of  time  be  gave 
bis  decision  on  the  matter.  It  might 
then  be  brought  by  appeal  before  the 
SberilT  depute,  who  might  reverse  the 
dedsion,  or  order  it  to  be  referred  to  the 
Coiu*t  of  Session,  and  from  that  Court  it 
might  finally  be  brought  by  appeal  to  tbe 
House  of  Lords.'  There  were  stages, 
too,  be  recoUectod,  in  these  appeals  from 
tbe  Sheriff-substitute  to  the  Sheriff-depute; 
and  be  recollected  well,  that  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  had  told  them,  that  the 
usual  course  on  those  appeals  was  for  the 
Sberifl-depute  to  affirm  the  process  of  the 
Court  below  by  taking  the  papers  and  by 
writing  upon  tlicm,  after  he  bad  read  them, 
tbe  word  "  adhered."  In  some  county  or 
other  it  was  much  doubted  whether  the 
Sheriff^4epute  ever  pcmsed  the  papers  that 
were  sent  to  him  by  way  of  appeal, 
and  in  order  to  discover  that  fact,  some 
ro8e.leaves  were  plaoed  between  the  pagea 
of  his  brief.  The  papers  came  back  with 
the  word  ''adhered"  endorsed  upon  their 
back,  but  on  examination  it  was  found  that 
the  Bpsejcavcsy  to  use  his  noble  and  learned 
's  phrase,  remained  unmfflod*    iio 
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used  this  circumstance  to  prove^  that  this 
experiment  hed  not  been  tried  successfully 
in  Scotland.  At  present  the  practice  of 
the  Scotch  Courts  was  admitted  to  be  a 
nuisance.  Whether  when  the  written 
pleadings  should  be  abolished,  and  the  vivd 
voce  evidence  should  be  admitted  in  their 
steady  the  nuisance  would  be  abated,  was 
another  question,  into  which  he  was  not 
called  upon  to  enter  on  the  present  occa. 
sion.  There  was  another  country,  besides 
Scotland,  in  which  this  system  had  been 
tried,  and  he  would  now  read  to  their 
Lordships  the  opinion  which  Captain  Hall 
had  published  regarding  its  operation  in 
the  United  States,  desiringthem  continually 
to  bear  in  mind  that  the  habits  of  Ameri- 
cans were,  with  some  slight  exceptions,  the 
habits  of  Englishmen.  He  would  apolo. 
gize  to  their  Lordships  for  detaining  them 
at  such  length,  were  he  not  conscious  that 
he  was  now  only  following  the  path  and 
treading  in  the  steps  of  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  in  order  to  make  good  his 
position.  Captain  Hall  said:-***  The  prin- 
ciples of  bringing  justice  home  to  every 
man's  door,  and  of  making  the  administra- 
tion of  it  cheap,  have  had  a  full  experiment 
in  America,  and  greater  practical  curses,  I 
will  venture  to  say,  were  never  inflicted 
on  any  country."  Speaking  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  he  adds : — '  They  have  done 
away  with  nearly  all  the  technicalities  of 
the  law ;  there  are  no  stamps,  no  special 
pleadings,  and  scarcely  any  one  is  so  poor 
that  he  cannot  go  to  law.  The  consequence 
is  a  scene  of  litigation  from  morning  to 
night  Lawyers,  of  course,  abound 
everywhere,  as  no  village  containing  above 
200  or  300  inhabitants  is  without  one  or 
more.  No  person,  be  his  situation  or 
conduct  in  life  what  it  may,  is  free  from 
the  never-ending  pest  of  law-suits.  Ser- 
vants, labourers,  every  one,  in  short,  on 
the  first  occasion  iiies  ofTto  the  neighbouring 
lawyer  or  justice  of  the  peace  to  commence 
an  action.  No  compromise  or  accommo- 
dation is  ever  dreamt  of;  the  law  must 
decide  everything.  The  lawyer's  fees  are 
fixed  at  a  low  rate,  but  the  passion  for 
litigating  a  point  increases  with  indulgence 
to  such  a  degree  that  these  victims  of 
cheap  justice,  or  rather  cheap  law,  seldom 
stop  while  they  have  a  dollar  left.'  Then 
there  was  another  testimony  to  the  same 
effect  in  Faux's  Memorable  Days  in 
America,     Faux    says  : — '  Litigation  fre- 

*  quently  arises  here  from  the  imaginary 
'  independence  which  one  man  has,    or 

*  fancies  he  has^  of  others ;  to  show  which. 


^on  the  least  slip,  a  suit  itf  tbe  oettem 
'  result;  it  is  bad  for  thepeopletkat  Iftvis 
'  cheap ;  as  it  keeps  them  coostanlljr  in  ilrife 
*  with  their  neighbours,  and  annihilate 
'  that  sodalibilityof  fediftg  whid&flD  straop. 
'  ly  characterijes  the  EngKah.'  Having 
referred  to  these  instances,  he  would  mm 
call  the  attention  of  their  Loidslapi  Co  tie 
manner  in  which  it  was  expected  tliia  Bill 
would  work.  First,  with  reffaxd  tir  the 
practitioners  of  English  law.  He  contended 
that  to  no  set  of  men  did  the  liberty  sf 
England  owe  more  than  it  did  to  the 
members  of  the  English  Bar.  Th^  had 
been,  on  the  one  hand,  the  safest  suardiaiis 
of  the  people  against  theassaults  ofarbitiaiy 
power,  and  he  had  no  doubt  tiiat  ther 
would  prove  thansdves  on  the  other,  the 
strongest  barriers  of  the  tlnone  against 
democracy  and  tepuUiran  usurpatioiu  Now, 
this  Bill  was,  in  his  opinion,  destnictive  of 
the  independence  of  the  English  Bar*  As 
soon  as  the  Provincial  Courts  were  estab- 
lished, which  were  to  take  away  from 
Westminster-hall  two-thirds  of  the  business 
now  transacted  in  it,  they  would  have  an 
immense  body  of  provincial  barristers. 
Many  of  the  barristers  now  practiaing  in 
Westminster-hall  must  necessarily  abandon 
their  town  practice  and  convert  ^enudves 
into  provincial  barristers.  Need  he  tdl 
their  Lordships  that  such  barristers  would 
be  inferior  in  learning,  would  be  inferior  in 
talent,  would  be  inferior  in  intell^enoe, 
would  be  inferior  in  all  those  great  and 

florious  qualifications  which  had  ao  long 
istinguished  the  bar  of  England?  Let 
their  Lordships  look  again  to  the  mode  in 
which  this  BUI  would  operate  on  tbe  bar. 
It  would  take  two  thirds  of  the  ardinarr 

m 

business  from  the  Assises,  where  young  men 
recently  called  to  the  bar  went  to  learn  ex- 
perience, and  to  form  themselves  to  the 
practice  of  the  Courts,  and  to  succeed  to 
those  vacancies  in  their  profession  whidi 
the  death  of  some  and  the  elevation  of  other 
members  of  it  were  daily  opening  to  their 
hopes  and  to  their  ambition.  The  bnaioess 
done  at  the  Assises  would  be  ao  small  in 
consequence,  that  young  men  would  cease 
to  go  the  circuits,  and  the  little  businesi 
that  was  left  would  be  absorbed  and  mono- 
polised by  the  provincial  coutiseL  Now,  it 
ought  to  be  recollected  that  from  the  mem- 
bers of  the  bar,  the  Judges  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  must  of  necessity  be  sheeted. 
Let  their  Lordships  remembor  how  deep  an 
interest  they  had  in  upholding  the  character 
and  maintaining  the  dignity  of  that  dasi 
of  men  from  whom  the  futmce  CfaaoceOor 
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must  be  selected.    Again,  the  Judges  who 
weie  to  preside  in  thw  Local  Courts  were 
to  be  batristers  of  ten  jears*  experience,  and 
men  of  irreproachable  chaiacter.    Now,  he 
would  tell  dieir  Lordships  that  if  they  sent 
such  a  roan  to  live  by  himself  in  the  coun- 
try, and  not  to  associate  with  his  equals  in 
legal  knowledge  and  charaeter,  the  chances 
were  tiiat  in  the  course  of  fiye  years  that 
man  would  degenerate  into  a  mere  drone. 
He  would  ask  their  Lordships  whether  a 
man  of  sudi  a  character,  ay,  or  of  such  a 
class,  was  a  fit  person  to  be  Lord  Chan- 
cellor ?     He  had  looked  at  the  former  bills 
intnidaced  on  this  subject  by  his  noble  and 
learned  friend,  and  at  the  table  of  fees 
which  those  bills  sanctioned ;  he  had  found 
those  flaes  to  be  so  low,  that  none  but  very 
needy  attonues  would  work  for  them.  The 
effects  of  the  Bill,  therefore,  would  be  to 
place  in  the  lower  department  of  the  pro- 
fession a  set  of  men  on  whose  honour  and 
integrity  you  could  place  no  reliance ;  you 
would  have  them  promoting  chicanery  and 
encouraging  litigation,  for  no  other  object 
than  to  recompense  themselves  by  the  mul- 
titude for  the  fhnall  amount  of  their  fees : 
snd  thua  you  would  degrade  the  legal  pro- 
fession from  its  highest  members  to  the 
lowest,  by  involving  judges,  barristers,  and 
attomies  in  one  common  poverty  and  ruin. 
If  he  (Lord  Lyndhurst)  had  been  fortunate 
enoueh  to  possess  the  powers  of  eloquence 
whi<£  belonged  to  his  noble  and  learned 
friend,  he  would  have  placed  before  the 
eyes  of  their  Lordships  a  picture  of  such 
hideous  deformity  on  this  topic  as  would 
have  caused  them  to  turn  from  it  with 
shuddering  and  horror.     But  he  would  ask 
their  Loxdi^ps  was  the  cost  nothing  in  this 
proposed  alteration  of  the  law  ?     Let  one- 
tenth  part  of  the  cost  which  this  Bill  would 
occasion  to  the  country,  be  applied  to  the 
improvement  of  their  present  system,  and 
all  the  defects  in  it,  which  his  noble  and 
learned   friend   deplored   so  vehemently, 
would  be  done  away  with  for  ever.    Ac- 
cording to  the  calculation  of  his  noble  and 
learned  fiiend,  a  sum  of  150,000/.  would 
be  necessary  to  form  this  new  establish- 
ment: but  he  should  not  be  acting  fairly  to 
their  Lordships,  if  he  did  not  acquaint 
them  that  he  had  been  informed  by  practical 
men  that  the  cost  of  it  would  be  somewhere 
between  250,000/.  and  SOOfiOOL    He  ad- 
nutted  that  neither  their  Loordships  nor  the 
country  could  pay  too  much  for  clear,  pre- 
cise, and  accurate  justice;  but  to  pay  such 
a  sum  as  he  had  just  mentioned  for  vague, 
'iodefinitei  and  uncertain  justice^  was  an 


absttxdity  too  gross  for  either  House  of 
Parliament  ever  to  sanction.  There  was 
not,  in  his  opinion,  the  slightest  neoesnty 
for  this  measure :  and,  he  would  ask  their 
Lordships  to  consider  what  was  the  mode 
by  which  his  noble  and  learned  friend  ar. 
lived  at  the  conclusion  that  this  Bill  would 
establish  cheap  justice.  From  what  arose 
the  necessity  to  detach  from  Westminster 
Hall  the  causes  which  were  to  be  transferred 
to  these  new  tribunals  ?  What  were  the 
different  stages  of  a  suit  ?  There  was  pro- 
cess—then came  the  interlocutory  proceed- 
ings—and lastly,  the  trial  itself.  Those 
were  the  three  stages.  Now,  let  their 
Lordships  mark  how  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  arrived  at  the  first  of  these  stages. 
''  I'll  have  no  process  and  no  plea,"  said 
his  noble  and  learned  friend ;  *'  I'll  merely 
have  a  notice  inserted  in  the  schedule." 
Now,  if  this  were  a  wise  mode  of  proceed- 
ing in  causes  of  smaU  amount,  why  might 
it  not  be  successfully  applied  in  the  Courts 
of  Westminster-hall  to  those  cases  where 
the  cause  of  action  exceeds  80/.  ?  If  there 
should  be  neither  process  nor  pleading  in 
the  progress  of  actions  in  Westminster-hall, 
process  and  pleading  would  undoubtedly 
cost  nothing.  If,  then,  the  plan  of  abolish, 
ing  them  in  the  local  tribunals  were  wise- 
though  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it  was 
wise — ^why  might  it  not  be  grafted  on  the 
plans  now  adopted  in  the  Courts  of  West. 
minster-hall?  As  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
plan,  one  word  might  perhaps  be  quite 
sufficient.  Their  Lordships  had  recently 
passed  a  Bill  giving  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Courts  in  Westminster-hall  the  power  of 
drawing  up  the  pleadings  in  such  a  manner 
upon  distinct  points,  that  each  of  the  parties 
knew  what  the  other  intended  to  prove  upon 
the  trial  and  thus  was  prevented  from 
carrying  to  the  Assize  town  a  number  of 
unnecessary  witnessess.  Now  under  this 
Bill  there  were  no  pleadings^  there  were 
no  distinct  points  to  be  proved  upon  the 
trial :  and  thus  it  compelled  the  parties  to 
the  suit,  and  the  witnesses,  all  to  go  to 
trial^-the  one  not  knowing  what  was  to  be 
proved  against  them,  and  the  other  being 
ignorant  of  the  points  to  which  they  might 
be  called  to  give  their  evidence.  He  had 
now  called  the  attention  of  their  Lordships 
to  ^e  first  step  in  the  suit.  The  next  was 
the  interlocutory  proceedings.  He  was 
now  addressing  himself  to  some  noble  Lords 
who  were  themselves  Inwvers,  and  was 
speaking  in  the  presence,  and  in  the  hearing, 
perhaps,  of  some  of  the  ablest  men  of  the 
profession^  and  he  took  upon  himself  to  atet 
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that  intirlocutory  iirocoedin§8  were  more! 
cheaply  coa4ucted  through  the  medium 
of  the  Post-office  in  London  than  they 
could  be  in  any  district  whore  the  suitor 
had  to  fallow  the  Judge,  either  in  person  or 
by  his  attorney.  The  interlocutory  pm- 
oeedinp  must  often  be  taken  upon  the  spur 
of  the  moment.  An  attorney  in  thoie  Looal 
Courts  would  often  be  compelled  on  behalf 
of  his  client  to  take  harm  and  follow  the 
LocalJudge  as  fast  es  he  could  ride ;  whereas 
now  he  wrote  to  his  agent  in  London  to 
attend  at  the  Judge's  chamber  without  any 
additional  fee  to  his  olient^^or  the  foe  of 
the  agent  and  the  fee  of  the  attorney  weie 
all  one,  the  two  parties  dividing  it  equally 
between  themselves.  This  part,  then,  of 
his  noble  friend's  plan  would  increase,  not 
diminish  the  cost  of  an  action  at  law.  Now 
as  to  the  trial;  half  the  expense  of  the 
trial  consisted  of  fees  paid  to  the  Cmirt  and 
to  its  officers.  Lei  these  fees  then,  be 
abolished ;  let  no  fees  be  paid  either  to  the 
Cottrt  or  to  its  officers,  All  the  fe^s  taken 
in  Courts  of  Justice  are  now  the  property 
of  tlie  public  The  public  had  a  right  to 
abolish  them ;  for,  if  he  mistook  noti  a  Bill 
was  recently  introduced  into  Parliament 
enabUog  the  Government  to  abolish  the 
fees  taken  in  Courts  of  Justice,  even  with- 
out making  any  compensation  to  the  present 
receivers  of  them*  "  But  then,'*  said  his 
noble  and  learned  friend,  ''  these  Local 
Courts  are  to  be  established  in  small  dis- 
tricts, and  therefore  the  witnesses  wOl  not 
have  the  trouble  and  expense  of  travelling 
so  far  as  they  travel  at  present."  Was  it 
necessary  for  his  noble  and  learned  friend 
to  go  aU  the  lengths  of  this  Bill  to  effect 
that  savings  when  there  was  already  intro- 
duced into  the  other  House  of  Parliament 
another  BiU,  enabling  the  Crown  to  subdi- 
vide counties,  and  to  hM  the  Assises  in 
different  places  within  those  subdivisions, 
in  order  to  pevent  these  very  evils  ?  Why 
was  his  noble  and  learned  friend  guilty  of 
these  exaggerations  ?  He  knew  the  school 
in  which  his  noble  and  learned  friend  had 
been  brought  op>  At  every  Assize  held  at 
York  there  were  200  causes,  and  out  of 
those  £00  causes  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  had  ^neraUy  had  150  bri^  At 
York  the  witnesses  were  generally  kept  a 
week,  sometimes  a  fortnightj  before  they 
were  examined.  All  this  had  perverted  the 
mind,  and  blinded  the  judgment  of  his 
noble  and  learned  friend.  In  tlie  smaller 
counties  of  England  this  was  by  no  means 
the  case,  but  even  if  it  had  been  the  case, 
the  oew  BiU  to  which  he  bad  just  referred, 


f^ouM  obviate  the  d|ffic«by>  for 
might  be  subdividedt  and  the  Assi^aa  fceU, 
in  as  matiy  places  as  his  M^jestjp^  with  the 
advice  of  lus  Council,  might  b^  pledged  le 
appoint*     Bat  then»  said  hia  nohle  aul 
learned  friend !  "  Witneisesar^  k«p^  •!  the 
Assises  a  long  and  indefinite  timis."     Heic 
again  hia  noble  and  lenroed  friend  wis 
misled  by  his  own  tbe^o  of  actioti.    At 
York  and  at  Lancaster  the  Amimm  m^fht 
last  ten  days  or  a  fortnight ;  bill  mi  the 
drouit  which  he  had  himself  gptw     mt^  for 
instance,    at    Nottifigbani»    Deeper,    mud 
Leicester — all  the  causes  were  gcmeeallj 
tried  in  two  day9>  and  thus  the  piibUo  wcr 
put  to  no  great  incontenieoofw  iiwwrodi  at 
a  great  part  of  the  witnesses  weeadismuHBd 
at  the  end  of  the  first  day,  and  the  aot  at 
the  termination  of  the  saoood.    Time 
one  difficulty,  but  that  not  an  i 
aUe    difficult,    with   which    ha    (Locd 
LyndhursI)  fi^t,  that  he  had  to  cvQtendoa 
this  occasion  ;  but  it  was  Ua  dutY  amdl  the 
duty  of  their  Loidsbipa  to  stnjg^  to  aoiw 
mount  difficulties  rather  than  adopt  this 
monster  of  a  Bill,    At  preaent  dioie  ««r 
only  two  circuits  of  the  Judges  in  the  jraar. 
Now,  he  admitted  that  in  the  interval  be. 
tween  the  summer  and  the  spriag  Aaaiaei 
a  creditor  might  be  prevetted  for  «%^t 
months  from  getting  judgment  against  his 
debtor.     To  remedy  this  evil  let  tbere  he 
three  Assizes  in  die  year,  and    let  the 
Judges  be  co9q)elled  to  take  upon  thcai* 
selves  this  additional  labour  rather  than  the 
country  be  compelled  to  submit  to  the  mis- 
chievous alterstion  of  its  laws  now  pro- 
jected by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord.    He 
had  thus  stated  a  brief  outline  of  the  plan 
which  he  would  propose  to  tbm  adoptioi 
in  lieu  of  that  pnmoaed  by  his  noUe  and 
learned  friend.      He  would  alao  gjire  a 
summary  jurisdiction  for  the  recovery  of 
debts  of  a  small  amount.    He  thought  that 
that  principle  was  applicable  in  many  in- 
stances to  which  it  was  not  at  present  ap. 
plied,  and  he  'Would  therefore  extend  it 
throughout  the  country,  providing  fit  tri- 
bunals to  superintend  its  operation*    He 
would  frankly  avow  that  he  wimld  extend 
it  beyond  5L    He  bad  hitherto  canaidend 
the  nrincaple  of  his    noUe    end  lanmed 
frienas  BiU.    He  did  not  wish  lo  eoler  into 
its  details  at  present,  lest  he  should  fatigee 
their  Lordships ;  but  he  most  aentioa  to 
them  two  or  tnree  of  ito  details  as  a  sempk 
of  it  as  a  whole*    Nothing  was  mote  ea^ 
than  to  throw  out  a  meneral  idea  of  l^gia* 
lation,  nothing  more  difficult  than  to  cany 
into  efiect  a  pum  which  abould  remedy  dw 
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liscts  exiBtiog  in  tlie  Wvn,  without  crettiiig 
greater  dafects  than  tkoae  wbidi  tiio  pkn 
w«s  iBferadod  to  ramedy.  For  inatanoe, 
under  tfais  Bill  sn  individttal  oonceivat  that 
he  has  a  good  caoiie  of  action  for  30^ ;  he 
bringo  hia  astioii  aeoordinglj  in  the  niperior 
Coana  ;  but  doring  die  mooeadiagi  prepa- 
ratory to  the  trial  oaa  of  hii  witnenes  dm, 
or  at  the  trial  fUlt  to  attendi  the  oonae- 
queaae  of  tUa  b,  that  he  geti  a  vetdiet  for 
leas  tlMB  90L  and  that  Iom  all  hii  ooati. 
That  was  an  iajoitifle  ariamg  oat  of  this 
Bill,  and  owing  iia  aaittenoe  to  iti  irery 
prineipia.  Another  fnint  was,  that  the 
Commiaaienera  had  reeommended  one  thing, 
and  that  his  noble  and  learned  friend  hiKi 
adopted  another,  with  legavd  to  this  Bill. 
It  waa  a  dense  in  this  Bill  that  eiery  action 
ahould  be  hraoght  in  the  pfaioe  whera  the 
party  ravded* 

llie  Lard  Ckancelhr»**mTh$.%  is  a  mis. 
tahe  in  the  printing  of  the  BilL  A  line 
haa  bean  ditiMied  in  the  copying*  and  en« 
tii^  alterad  ita  meanlngt 

Load  Lgfudkwti  WKJA,  as  such  was  the 
caae»  be  would  net  pieas  his  objeotion  on 
that  paint  any  further.  Again  there  was 
a  clauae  in  the  Bill  by  whidi  the  defendant 
waa  to  have  the  ririit  of  sununoning  the 

Slaintiff  or  plaintara  to  attend  before  a 
udge,  and  to  be  examined  as  to  the  cause 
of  notion*     Now,  he   would  atate  ^ery 
briefly  the  hardship  of  such  a  reflation. 
He  would  suppose,  that  a  House  m  Liver- 
pool Anmidied  goods  to  a  tradesman  in 
Sumy,  and  that  the  Liverpool  house  was 
obliged  to  bting  an  aetion  against  him 
for  the  recovery  of  their  value.  Suppose  the 
defendant  to  claim  his  right  to  esamine 
the  platntiffl^  and  eaeb  member  of  the 
firm  as  a  eo-phdntid'  in  person  before  a 
Judge;   in  that  case  all  of  them  must 
attend  upon  pain  of  an  arbilrary  penalty. 
In  soch  a  cane  would  not  the  House  at 
Liverpool  prefer  to  sit  down  content  with 
its  fret  loss  rather  than  incur  a  second  loss 
of  lOf.  ar  15^  for  each  partner,  on  occasion 
of  his  joomey  to  London  ?    Would  not 
die  members  of  the  firm  ny,  ''we  had 
better  abandon  our  cause  than  all  of  us 
take  a  Journey  to  London?"    Again,  the 
jodgnents  recofered  in  these  L«»l  Courts 
were  to  be  liens  on  land.    Now,  when  a 
judgment  is  recovered  against  an  individual 
in  the  Superior  Coorts  it  is  signed  and 
doekatad,  mid  everybody  knows  where  to 
WAi'fcrit;  but  when  these  Local  Courts 
tte  ealaWished,  where  are  you  to  look  for 
die  diarges  on   a  nmn's   estate?     You 
t  find  out  every  phce  in  whieb  a  man 


has  resided,  and  examine  the  Court^roHs 
there  before  you  can  find  whether  he  has 
or  has  not  any  charge  upon  liis  estate. 
Prooeeding  onwards  to  execution,  we  find 
that  a  defendant  can  assign  his  Lmds  to 
the  plaintifi*  for  the  mtisfaotion  of  his  debt ; 
hot  in  the  clause  giving  the  defendant  that 
power  there  is  no  arrangement  made,  dmt 
the  plaintiir  dmll  hdd  the  suiplus  of  the 
land  above  his  debt  for  the  benefit  of  the 
defendant,  and  that  he  shall  afterwards 
give  the  defendant  a  full  and  true  aooount 
of  it*  From  this  circumstance  it  was 
evident,  that  his  noble  and  learned  friend 
had  not  drawn  up  this  Bill  himself,  but 
that  he  had  employed  some  great  bunker 
to  arrange  its  parU  and  adjust  its  dausos. 
These  was  another  point  in  whioh  he  con- 
sidered.that  this  Bui  would  be  very  pre. 
judidaL  What  was  the  great  cause  of  the 
frauds  so  often  detected  fay  the  Courts  of 
Justice  ?  Fraudulent  asrignmenta.  A 
ereditar  obtains  iudgment  against  a  debtor, 
and  then  a  whme  &y  is  oran  occupied  in 
investigating  wheth«r  the  debtor  has  not 
executed  a  fictittous  assignment  to  defeat 
the  just  claim  of  his  creditor.  Now,  the 
Bill  of  his  ndUe  and  learned  ftiend  would 
facilitate  these  fraudulent  aarignments  in  a 
most  extraordinary  way.  The  property  of' 
a  debtor  is,  by  judgment  of  these  Courts,  to 
be  vested  in  the  cKditor;  the  consaquenee 
will  be,  that  to  neutraliae  this  clause  a 
fraudulent  dditor  will  get  himself  sued  by 
a  fictitious  creditor,  judgment  will  be  hur- 
ried on  between  them  with  the  greatest 
rapidity,  theproperty  will  thuabe  transfened 
into  the  power  of  the  fictitious  creditor, 
and,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  transaction, 
the  leal  creditor  will  find  himself  deprived 
of  his  only  source  of  remedy.  The  means 
by  which  be  is  to  get  rid  of  this  fictitious 
assignment  are  not  mentioned  in  this  Bill. 
There  were  other  matters  of  detail  into 
which  he  might  enter;  but  he  thought 
that  these  were  sufiicient  to  prove  his  pro- 
positbn  that  nothing  was  more  easy  than  to 
point  out  faults  in  an  existing  system  of 
legislation,  and  nothing  more  dmcult  than 
to  reawdy  those  faults,  without  introducing 
into  it  evils  still  more  dangerous  and  difilu- 
nve.  He  had  little  more  to  addrem  to 
their  Lordships,  unlemit  were  a  word  or  two 
upon  a  virionary  scheme  for  erecting  a  Cear 
de  RtcmicUiaikm.  As  his  aoblo  and  learned 
friend  had  said  nothing  about  any  such 
a  Court,  he  supposed  that  he  had  abaadonad 
it  as  a  part  of  his  project*  His  noble  aad 
learned  friend  knew  well  that  snob  aCourt 
had  been  triad  ia  Fmaoei  in  Switxarha^i 
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in  Belgium,  in  Holland,  in  Geneva,  and 
that  it  had  heen  abandoned  in  them  all, 
because  it  had  signally  and  lamentably 
failed.  The  only  case  in  which  it  had  sue 
ceeded  was  in  Denmark  and  Sweden,  and 
even  in  those  countries  accounts  had  been 
given  of  its  success  which  had  entirely 
misled  his  noble  and  learned  friend.  His 
noble  and  learned  friend  had  told  them  that 
in  those  countries  so  many  causes  went 
into  Court,  so  many  were  adjusted,  and  so 
many  came  out  of  it  and  proceeded  to  trial. 
Now,  he  was  informed  that  you  could  not  go 
to  trial  in  those  two  countries  without  suing 
oat  a  writ  of  reconciliation,  and  he  under- 
stood that  in  those  two  countries,  as  else^ 
where,  one-fifteenth  of  all  the  actions  com- 
menced were  settled  upon  that  first  step.  He 
had  now  done.  He  thanked  their  Lordships 
for  the  calm  and  dispassionate  attention 
with  which  they  had  listened  to  his  state- 
ments. In  this  question  he  had  no  personal 
feelings  to  gratify,  no  personal  interest  to 
serve.  This  question  could  not  in  any  point 
of  view  be  considered  as  a  party  question, 
and  he  was  quite  sure,  that  none  of  their 
Lordships  would  deal  with  a  proposition 
afiecting  the  impartial  administration   of 

justice  as  such  a  question.  He  had  told 
his  noble  and  learned  friend  some  time 
since,  that  he  should  consider  this  Bill  with 
candour  and  fairness.  To  the  best  of  his 
ability  he  had  so  considered  it,  and  he  now 
thought  its  principle  so  mischievous  that 
he  fdt  himscuf  bound,  in  discharge  of  the 
duty  which  he  owed  to  his  country,  to 
Westminster-hall,  and  to  himself,  to  arrest 
its  progress  at  this  stage.  He  should 
therefore  propo6e,that  this  Bill  be  committed 
on  this  day  three  months. 
The  Amendment  was  put. 
The  Lord  Chancellor,  after  a  short 
pause,  said  he  felt  it  necessary  again  to 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  House,  in  con. 
sequence  of  the  statement  just  made  by  his 
noble  and  learned  friend — a  statement 
which  his  noble  and  learned  friend  seemed 
to  consider  perfectly  fair  and  candid,  and 
which  he  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  would  not 
say  was  wanting  in  fairness  and  can- 
dour; but  this  he  must  be  allowed  to 

'State,  that  a  statement  more  completely 
overlooking  the  facts  of  the  case— more 

'completely  overlooking  the  provisions  of 
the  measure  to  which  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  professed  to  have  paid  so  much 
attention,  and  of  the  recommendations  of 
that  Report,  which  he  likewise  professed 
deeply  to  have  studied,  and  on  which  the 

foment  measure  was  grounded--^  state- 


ment more  full  of  unintentioiial  dmi 
and  unintentional  disregard  of  ftMits,  he  hid 
never  yet  heard,  either  from  the  noble  aid 
learned  Lord  himself  or  from  any  ote 
persdn.  He  must  confess,  t^iat  the  fint 
part  of  his  noble  and  learned  Irieoff 
statement  had  staggeredhim  considerably— 
but,  before  he  proceeded  he  fa^^ed  tDiqids- 
gize  to  their  Lordships  for  qieaJdng  at  tk 
present  moment.  He  believed,  that  fay  the 
practice  of  their  Lordships'  House,  tk 
m6ver  of  any  Bill  waii,by  courtesy,  allowei 
the  privilege  of  a  reply ;  but  all  die  advis- 
tage  of  this  privily  would  be  lost  to  In 
if,  upon  sitting  down,  he  should  be  r^lieil 
to  by  any  of  uieir  Lordships.  He  abouUr 
however,  proceed  at  the  psesent  moaient, 
upon  the  suppoation  that  none  of  tiidr 
Lordships  desved  to  speak  on  the  «nbiert 
before  the  House,  inasmuch  as  a  pause  had 
ensued  after  the  putting  of  the  Amendment, 
and  the  question  seesied  about  to  come  to 
the  vote.  He,  therefore,  thmiglit  it  ng^t 
to  avail  himself  of  the  ordinary  coaite^ 
extended  by  their  Lordships  to  indmdunh 
in  his  situation;  and  he  now  couaidewd 
that  he  was  making  his  reply.  To  xetun 
to  the  point  at  which  he  broke  off;  be 
repeated  that  he  was  greatly  staggered  bv 
his  noble  and  learned  friend'a  •statement, 
that  the  learned  Commiadonevs  were  not 
unanimous  in  their  approval  of  tbia  measur?, 
since  one  of  them  Assented  from  the  vest 
with  respect  to  the  provisions  of  Uiie  Bill. 
Now,  if  his  noble  and  learned  friend  had 
condescended  to  cast  his  eye  upon  tiie  siff- 
natures  appended  to  the  R^Knt,  he  wouU 
hbve  found--* 

Lord  Lyndhurst  said,  that  he  was  awaie 
that  the  Commissioners  had  affijced  their 
names  to  the  Report,  but  what  he  had 
stated  was,  that  liiey  did  not  approve  of 
many  of  the  provisions  of  the  BilL 

The  Lord  Chancellor :  Was,  he  then, 
to  understand  that  such  a  grave  charge  was 
meant  to  be  bronght  against  those  leanMd 
personages,  whose  names  and  seals  were 
appended  to  that  Report^  that  they  did  net 
approve  of  the  Bill,  at  least  so  far  as  it 
followed  the  suggestions  contained  in  their 
Report?  [Lord  Lyndkurwt,  No!]  The 
whole  five  of  the  Commissioners  approved 
of  all  the  recommendations  contained  in 
the  Report;  and  therefore  they  must,  of 
necessity,  approve  of  the  provisions  ef  the 
present  Bill,  because,  as  ita-  as  renided  its 
main  principles,  it  only  went  to  the  extcsit 
of  thcwe  recommendations.  The  rest  of  the 
Bill  related  to  matters  of  trifling  import- 
ance—<uch  HB  limiting  the  juriawlioD  af 
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the  LoqbI  Courts  to  sums  not  exceediuf; 
20/.  ;  allowing  the  right  of  appeal  in  certain 
cases;  ^ving  them  juri^iction  iu  various 
matters  vrith  certain  exoeptionsy  which  ex* 
ceptiona  ^vere  preciaely  the  same  as  those 
stated  and  recommended  by  the  Commis- 
sionen  in   their  Report.    Indeed,  he  had 
not   gone  as  far  as  the  Report.     I'he  trial 
of  an  action  of  ejectment  by  a  landlord 
against    his   tenant,  in   cases   where  the 
rent  did  not  exceed  201-,  he  had  purposely 
omitted    £xan  the  jurisdiction    of   Local 
Courts^  though  recommended  by  the  Com* 
nuasionersj  in  order  that  the  Bill  might 
contain    nothing    which     would    in    the 
slightest  degree  interfere  with  its  principle 
— that  no  question  should  be  allowed  to  be 
raised  in  these  Courts  which  could  by  any 
poaribility  have  any  reference  to  the  right 
of  freehold  or  copyhold  property.     He  had 
also  fallen  short  of  the  recommendations 
of  th«    Commissionerp  in   another   point. 
They  had  recommended  that  an  equitable 
jurisdiction  should  be  given  to  the  J^ocal 
Judges  on  questions  of  legacies.    He^  for 
reasons  which  he  hsd  stated  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, had  not  embodied  that  suggestion  in 
the  present  BilL    Their  Lordsb^,  how* 
ever,  on  reading  over  the  Report,  to  which 
the    Commissioners    had    attached    their 
signatures  and  seals,  could  have  no  doubt 
that  every  one  concurred  to  the  fullest 
extent  in  the  leading  provisions  of  the  Bill 
establishing  Local  Courts  with  a  certain 
amount  of  jurisdiction.    There  might  be  a 
difference  with  re^ct  to  the  questions  of 
execution  and  reconcilement,  but  they  were 
insignificant  and  not  essential  parts  of  the 
BilL     Their  Lordships  might  make  any 
alteration  they  pleased  in  Committee  with 
respect  to  those  parts,  if  it  was  to  them  that 
the  learned  Commissioners  objected,  and 
yet  the  measure  might  still  stand,  and  in 
every  one  essential  particular  be  carried 
into  execution    accoiding  to  the   Report 
approved  of  by  those  learned  personages. 
His  noUe  and  learned  friend  then  urged  an 
argument    which  astonished   him  almost 
as  much  as  anything  that  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  in  the  course  of 
his  speech  that  night.     The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  said — "  Look  to  the  evidence 
to  which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack  referred,  particularly  that  given 
by  bankers,  merchants,  and  tradesmen,  and 
you  will  find  it  so  tainted  by  deep-rooted 
pv^udice,  and  so  full  of  objections  to  various 
psrts  of  the  law  (one  witness  advocating 
the  establishment  of  a  commercial  tribuniQ 
such  as  existed  in  France,  to  take  cognisance 


of  diq^utes  arising  out  oi  mercantile  trans*, 
actions;  another  objecting  entirely  to  all 
insolvent  acts)  that  no  reliance  whatever 
can  be  placed  upon  it."  Excellent  well 
would  this  argument  have  been  if  ever  for 
one  moment  be  had  relied  on  the  opinions 
of  those  tradesmen,  those  merchants,  and 
those  bankers — if  he  had  ever  dreamed  of 
placing  any  dependence  on  their  views  of 
Law  Reform,  and  on  their  sentiments  of 
what  ought  to  be  done  by  the  legislature  to 
remedy  those  defects  at  present  existing  in 
the  practice  of  the  law.  But  this  was  not 
the  purpose  for  which  he  had  referred  to 
the  evidence  of  these  persons.  He  had 
over  and  over  again  described  them  in  their 
capacity  of  sufferers,  as  objects  of  prey,  and 
he  wondered  that  that  expression  did  not 
fix  itself  in  the  mind  of  his  noble  and 
learned  friend,  who  was  so  sensitive  to  any 
attack  on  the  profession  of  which  he  was  a 
distinguished  Member,  and  that  in  the 
exercise  of  his  candour,  on  which  he  so 
much  piqued  himself,  he  had  not  been  can- 
did enough  to  recollect  the  object  for  which 
he  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  refened  to  that 
evidence.  If  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
had  recollected  that  he  (the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor) had  designated  those  persons  as 
objects  of  prey,  he  could  i|ot  have  failed  to 
have  had  the  candour  also  to  recollect  that 
he  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  treated  them,  not 
as  legislative  advisers,  but  as  sufferers,  ss 
persons  who  could  speak  as  to  how  much 
they  suffered,  as  to  what  they  lost,  and 
what  they  did  not  gain,  as  to  what  they 
endured,  and  what  they  said  they  could 
not  endure,  because  of  its  being  absolutely 
intolerable.  And  who  such  good  witnesses 
as  those  who  so  suffered,  and  who  declared 
that  they  were  tired  of  suffering,  and  that 
the  point  of  endurance  had  been  passed? 
Every  one  of  those  witnesses — ^the  pettiest 
tradesman  of  them  all— however  ignorant 
he  might  be  of  the  law,  however  prejudiced 
against  the  Insolvent  Acts,  and  however 
ilLqualified  to  give  counsel  as  to  the  proper 
tribunal  to  be  established;  every  one  of 
them  was  ten  thousand  times  a  better  wit* 
ness  to  the  fact  to  prove  which  alone  he 
had  resorted  to  their  evidence  than  his 
noble  and  leanied  friend,  or  that  galaxy  of 
talent  and  honesty  to  which  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  had  referred,  and  of  which  he 
was  the  favourite,  if  not  the  chosen  advo. 
cate — namely,  that  disinterested  body  of 
men,  the  lawyers  in  Westminster-hall;  the 
barristers,  both  town  and  provindal,  high 
and  low ;  everything,  in  short,  that hekmged 
to  a  Court  of  Justice,  from  the  registrars 
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down  to  the  cletks,  the  maee^hearen,  and 
the  purfle.bearer8  of  the  Judges ;  and  par* 
ticularly  the  tolidtors  and  attormesy  and 
the  Bolicitoi^  and  attornles'  derka.  This 
was  the  bodr  to  which  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  referred,  and  Which  was  notorious 
for  nothing  so  much  as  talent  and  skilly 
dexterity,  ptofessicmal  acuteness,  nimble^ 
ness  in  getting  out  of  difficulty  themselves^ 
and  getting  others  into  it  if  they  could.  It 
was  not,  however,  for  these  qualities  which 
^he  comtnonity  at  large  allowed  them  one 
and  all  to  possess  in  ah  almost  unlimited 
degree,  that  his  noble  and  learned  fHend 
had  enloeised  them,  "the  theme  of  his 
noble  and  learned  fHend's  panegyric  was 
their  pui*ity,  theit  disinterestedness,  their 
self-denial,  their  entire  abrogation  of  all 
feeling  of  self.  The  tioUe  and  learned 
Lofd  sald««Md  he  somewhat  emberrMsed 
him  (the  Lotd  Chantellor)  by  appealing  to 
him  to  countenance  the  doetrine.  Which  he 
wished  to  God  he  could  hate  dtmo^that 
**  the  moment  you  pfttopose  a  refbrm  of  the 
kw  in  any  one  of  its  bhiiicfaes,  Whieh  would 
have  the  effect  of  diitunishing  the  pYofits  of 
professional  men,  at  of  interfbring  in  any 
way  with  their  interest,  that  very  instant 
you  may  lay  your  account  that  you  will 
not  find— nay,  that  it  will  be  impossible 
for  you  to  find  (if  you  went  about,  like  the 
philosopher  of  old,  with  a  lantern  to  search 
for  thething)'^alawyerresi8tingtheclumge 
you  propose,  because  that  change  will  be 
pnjudioal  to  his  own  interest.  On  the 
oontraiy,  the  first  thing  you  ought  to  expect 
is,  that  the  whole  of  Westminster.hall  will 
rise  up,  not  in  arms  to  resist  the  alteration, 
hut  with  open  arms  to  embrace  it-^'to  hail 
the  improvement  with  gladness,  and  to 
felidtate  themselves  on  the  glorious  era 
opening  to  the  country,  when  the  profits  of 
lawyers  would  be  diminished,  when  cheap 
jnstice^  and  near  Justice,  and  speedy  justice 
would  be  disseminated  over  the  land,  and 
none  WOtlld  have  to  pay  for  it  but  the 
harpies  of  the  profession."  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  had  professed  to  deal  candidly 
With  him  (the  Lord  Chancellor),  and  he,  in 
tetum,  would  feally  deal  candidly  with  the 
nohle  and  learned  Loh! ;  and  whatever  ad- 
vantage it  might  be  to  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord's  argument  and  detriment  to  his  (the 
Lord  Chancellor's),  he  would  at  once  admit 
that  the  profesdinn  of  the  law  Was  subject 
to  a  great  deal  of  oblnqtiy  on  the  score  of 
paying  tho  much  regard  to  their  interest, 
and  for  other  things  to  which  they  were 
nut  entitled.  They  wert  much  too  fre- 
^uetilljr  and  laylshly  censored  for  this  as 


well  as  other  fidHtt|s;  bat  tlils^  ht  mm 
add,  as  the  iMlIt  of  his  long  expentaet, 
his  constant  and  nnifbrm  dbettrmkmn  (pA 
he  never  was  moM  eomineed  of  tHe  josu 
ness  of  any  eondusion  to  Whldi  his  expe- 
rience and  observation  had  bhHigtit  his) 
that  the  great  body  of  die  prOtfeasiOM  of  tie 
law— he  would  not  say,  that  tbere  wet«  no 
exceptions — ^but  the  great  bndj  t^  Ae  ptth 
fisssionof  thelaw,  he  repeated,  vttte  again^ 
any  change  in  the  law  tmtS  dlaBge  w« 
forced   upon  them;  and    uniftnn^    and 
without  exception  they  Wet«  bdiiod  tk 
rest  of  the  community-*4ihey  lagged  afirr 
the  age  they  lived  in  in  their  views  of  Jnt^ 
prudence  and  of  l^isktive  ilnproV^mttrt 
in  jurisprudence.     But  diou^  thhr  feetm*: 
of  disinclination  to  any  amendniAit  of  the 
law  existed  on  thebrpi»t  pretty  ttnlversrily, 
It  was  hot  shaeed  among  Hitel  eqriilAy  md 
distributively }  but  those  h^^Mt  fit  tiM  mm 
fessioh  luid  the  lair^M  pnpdfHM  of  this 
bad  ihhig  te  they  xittiMf  hdd  *f  die  md 
things  of  the  law,  and,  generrilf  spMSng, 
the  Judges  wefis  those  who  j^OMeiaeJ  the 
most  d^'^rooted  pfejttdieds  ngAatit  sny 
amendinent  of  the  law.    He  did  not  falamf 
those  learned  peisona^  Ibr  thk  *  he  did 
not  even  wonder  that  Aey  pussesaeJ  audi  a 
feelitig.    It  was  natural  to  suppoae  that 
men  who  had  beett  edneated,  and  wlio  had 
grown  up,  in  the  study  of  a  partieidtfr  sys* 
tem,  must  be  advene  to  anythfaq;  WHkh 
i«ndeted  their  previous  leadfale  ill  pirt  iae» 
less,  and  madeitneceasaty  ffar&em  t^lxfin 
to  learn  Uie  laW  anew.    He  merely  siAted 
the  fact,  that  this  ftelittg  of  hoMilitf  te  any 
atnendment  of  the  law  was  strongly  fixed  ia 
thdr  miods-Hind  that  no  One  omlld  deny 
who  had  either  lived  in  lihe  profestfmi,  <ir 
had  worked,  or  attempted  to  work,  in  the 
thankless  and  often^^time  barren  vioeyafd 
of  Law  Reform.    His  noble  and  teamed 
friend  had  made  some  ohaetvttioiii  on  the 
great  advantages  of  the  present  syaiefli,  and 
the  mischiefs  Which  the  present  Bill  was 
calctilated  to  introduee  by  changing  it; 
and  he  particularly  alluded  to  thet  whicfi 
he  ealled  ''  oentralicing  jodleaiuie/   h 
cortse4uenceof  theSuperfef  CooHa  in  Weal< 
minster   having   a   control  and   Sttpetin^ 
tendenoe  over  all  Law  Courts.    He  entii^r 
agreed  With  his  noble  and  leaimed  friend 
in  thinking  this  to  be  a  great  advant^^ir, 
and  which  oUght  not  to  he  snertOeed; 
but  would  tiot  any  one  have  b^eved,  fjtom 
the  course  of  airgument  adopted  by  the 
noble  and  leattied  LOffi,  thit  he  (the'  Lord 
Chancellor)  had  introduced  a  hffl  Ibr  the 
pufpose  of  hisulMiiv  as  well  at  loeiib^ 
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ing  the  Adntlnistration  of  Justice — for 
studding  the  whde  country  over  with 
CoiirU  of  Justice  unconnected  with  each 
other,  and  nlaced  heyond  the  control  of  the 
courts  in  Westminster-hall  ?  If  his  noble 
and  learned  friend  had  read  the  part  of 
the  Bill  relating  to  this  matter  with  the 
same  industry  which  he  appeared  to  have 
bestowed  on  one  or  two  clauseSy  he  would 
littve  found,  that  an  appeal  was  allowed 
from  the  local  courts  to  Westminster-hall, 
in  all  mattetB  relating  to  law ;  and  no  man 
inrould  ever  dream  of  allowing  an  appeal 
on  matters  relating  to  fact,  least  of  all  his 
noble  and  learned  friend,  who  knew,  not 
only  that  this  was  not  necessary  for  the 
object  which  he  seemed  so  ardently  to 
desire — the  maintenance  of  a  uniform 
system  of  law — but  that  it  was  not 
aJlowed  as  the  law  l^as  at  present  lid. 
ministered.  It  was  a  rule  tt  law  in  the 
higher  courts  not  to  aUow  any  Motion 
for  a  new  trial  when  the  matter  in  dispute 
was  under  the  value  of  SO/.,  and  that  rule 
had  been  adopted  in  mercy  to  the  applicant, 
as  he  could  only  obtain  leave  for  a  new 
trial,  on  the  payment  of  costs,  and  they 
would  amount  to  more  than  the  value  of 
that  which  was  litigated.  On  the  same 
principle  the  learned  commissioners,  htiiv- 
iug  limited  the  jurisdiction  of  local  courts 
to  sums  not  esoieeding  20/.,  allowed  an 
appeal — not  in  matters  of  fact,  but  in 
natters  of  law — and  in  case  of  misdirec- 
tion on  the  part  of  a  Judge,  so  that  he 
would  be  kept  under  the  superintendence 
and  control  of  the  Courts  of  Westminster, 
by  which  their  supremacy  would  be  main, 
tained,  the  uniformity  of  law  secured,  iLnd 
the  possibility  of  the  occurrence  of  that 
mischief  which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
apprehended,  prevented.  His  noble  and 
learned  friend  had  next  talked  about  the 
great  defalcation  of  business  in  the  superior 
courts  and  in  the  Assumes  which  this  mea. 
sure  would  occasion,  and  had  assumed,  that 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  causes 
would  be  carried  away  fVom  the  superior 
courts  and  Assises^  that  Westminster-hall 
would  be  robbed  of  its  business,  and  the 
more  respectable  part  of  the  Bat  injured. 
He  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  had  already 
said,  that  the  number  of  writs  issued 
fbr  debts  above  10/.  amounted  to  upwards 
of  90,000,  and  onc*tbird  of  them  only 
were  for  debts  under  and  equal  to  SO/. 
Therefore  the  noble  and  learnra  Lord  was 
iaoorrea  in  saying  that  two-thirds  cf  the 
causes  Would  be  removed  from  those  courts. 
[Lord  Lyhdhutit  said,  he  hid  spoken  of 


the  causes  actually  tried.]     He  was  aware 
whom  he  had  to  deal  with.    He  knew  if 
he  had  given  in  another  account  than  that 
which  he  had  just  stated,  it  would  be  said 
that  that  was  only  an  account  of  the  number 
of  writs  issued,  and  not  of  the  causes 
actually  tried.     He,  therefore,  had  taken 
the  trouble    to  obtain  a  return  of  the 
number  of  causes  tried,  and  he  found  that 
the  proportion  of  those  for  sums  not  ex- 
ceeding 20/.   was   still  about  the   same. 
It  appeared  from  the  last  return  published 
in  18S0>  for  London  ahd  Middlesex,  that 
the  4Mmber  of  actions  was  819;  of  these 
313  were  fbr  sums  not  exceeding  30/.> 
being  a  prtmortion  of  little  more  than  one 
thii€ ;  so  that,  instead  of  two  thirds  of  the 
business    beine    abstracted    fhmi   West- 
minstelr-hall.  Tittle  more  thati    on&-thifd 
would  be  taken  away,  eten  supposing  that 
the  removal   of  every  action   fiif  Sums 
under  20/.  would  leave  a  blank  in  those 
courts.    This,   howevef,    he  would  pre- 
sently show  not  to  be  pessiUe.    In  the 
Oxford    Circuit   there  were   340  causes 
tried,  and  less  than  one  half— namely,  l6o 
— were  for  sums  not  exceeding  120/.  These 
were    returned,  Which  had  appeared   in 
difierent  reports  of  the  law  commissioners^ 
fbunded  on  authentic  documents  laid  faefbre 
Parliament;  and  the  result  was,  that  in 
Middlesex  and    London  the  number   of 
causes  tried  to  sums  under  WL  amounted 
to  one-third  of  the  whole  number;  and  in 
the  Oxford  Circuit  the  number  was  some- 
thing greater  but  he  utterly  and  distinctiv 
denied  that  it  ^*as  anything  like  two  thirds 
of  the  whole  amount.    But  he  oonteaded 
that  the  establishment  of  local  courts  would 
not  cause  a  defalcation  of  business  in  the  su« 
perior  courts  equal  to  the  number  of  causes 
which  would  come  undei-  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  new  tribunals.    What  was  it  that 
now  prevented  many  men  fbom  bringing 
actions  in  Assize  Courts  ?     The  risk,  nay, 
the  almost  certainty,  of  great  expense,  and 
the  chance  of  the  cause  not  coming  on  for 
trial  at  all.     His  noble  and  learned  friend 
knew,  that  during  the  fifst  day  or  two  after 
the  commencement  of  the    Assijses   the 
business  was  done  with  great  attention  and 
care.   He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  some  at- 
tention and  care  was  not  paid  to  the  business 
as  the  Assixes  drew  to  a  close  ;  but  it  was 
undeniable,  that  a  very  great  difierence  was 
observable,  not  on  the  part  of  the  Judges, 
but  of  the  professional  men,  in  the  way  in 
M^hich  the  latter  portion  of  the  cause^paper 
wa4    got    over.     In    consequence  of  the 
pressure  of  business,  and  the  dislndinatimt 
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on  the  part  of  suitors  to  incur  more  ex- 
pense, references,  more  or  less  voluntary, 
began  to  be  agreed  to.  A  great  tendency- 
was  shown  to  get  through  business,  well  if 
possible,  but  at  all  events  to  get  through 
it ;  and  if  any  remanets  were  left,  so  much 
the  worse  for  the  parties  concerned.  If, 
then,  the  cause-list  was  relieved  from  the 
trumpery  10^  15/.,  and  8/.  causes — ^if  they 
were  sent  to  be  tried  before  Local  Courts, 
an  abundance  of  time  would  be  given  to 
the  Assise  Courts  to  try  causes  of  im- 
portance. By  relieving  the  cause-paper  of 
trash,  a  door  would  be  thrown  open  for 
questions  of  real  importance,  well  d^rv. 
ing  to  be  made  the  subject  of  discussion 
bedfore  a  Judge  and  a  Special  Jury.  His 
noble  and  learned  friend  had  justly  said, 
and  no  one  agreed  in  the  observation  more 
than  he  did,  that  any  improvement  of  the 
law  would  be  most  dearly  purchased  if  it 
tended  to  degrade  the  profession,  and  made 
justice  bad  while  it  made  it  cheap.  His 
noble  and  learned  friend  had  laughed  at 
the  idea  that  ten  years'  standing  at  the 
Bar  was  any  security  for  talent  or  ability. 
Why,  the  term  of  ten  years  was  the  mi" 
nimifffi,  and  had  been  fixed  upon  for  the 
purpose  of  ensuring  on  the  part  of  the 
Judge  a  certain  degree  of  standing  and 
experience  in  the  profession ;  but  would  it 
be  any  defence  for  any  Minister  who 
appointed  a  local  Judge  to  say,  that  though 
the  man  was  unfit  in  other  particulars, 
he  was  qualified  in  respect  to  his  standing 
at  the  Bar  ?  Any  man  who  looked  at  the 
Bill  with  any  fairness  must  admit,  that 
a  certain  standing  at  the  Bar  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  the  only  qualification  for  a 
local  Judge.  The  person  chosen  for  a 
Judge  must  be  selected  for  his  learning  as 
well  as  his  standing — he  must  be  a  man  of 
unsullied  honour  and  unimpeached  in- 
tegrity— above  suspicion  as  to  deficiency 
in  skill  and  experience,  and  such  as  West- 
minster-hall would  approve  of;  and  no  Mi- 
nister, be  he  ever  so  powerful  or  headstrong 
in  behalf  of  a  favourite — ^be  he  ever  so 
little  watched  (if  it  were  possible  that  a 
Minister  could  live  a  single  instant,  day  or 
night,  without  being  watched;  this  he 
knew  to  be  impossible;  and  he  thanked 
Grod,  that  it  was  so)  would  dare  to  appoint 
any  man  to  be  a  Judge,  whom  the  approv- 
ing voice  of  the  Bar  did  not  recommend  to 
his  choice,  or  at  all  events  sanction  when 
chosen.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  said, 
that  the  residence  of  the  local  Judges  with- 
in the  bounds  of  their  Jurisdiction  was 
liable  to  the  same  objections  as  had  been 


urged  by  him  (the  Lord  Chancd!or)»  aad 
others  against  the  expediency  of  permittiDg 
the  Welsh  Jud^  always  to   travel   die 
same  circuit.     He,  as  well  as  the  learned! 
Commissioners,  had  ^ven  all  their  attentkm 
to  this  subject,  and  they  had  com  3  to  the 
conclusion  of  adopting  what  they  ooniddercd 
the  lesser  evil  of  two.     If  it  were  possiUt: 
that  the  local  Judges  could  be  resident  and 
non-resident  at  Uie  same   time— if  they 
could  be  in  two  places  at  once — if  it  were 
possible  for  them  daily  to  administer  justi<v 
in    the  West    Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and 
attend  the  Courts  of  Common   Pleas  and 
the  Exchequer,  undoubtedly  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage.     But  they  were  driven  to 
a  choice  of  evils ;  and  if  their  IxirdshT|'« 
looked  to  the  2l8t  page  of  the    Repnrt, 
they  would  find,  that  this  subject  had  no: 
escaped  the  notice  of  the  Commis8i<Hier« ; 
and  after  mature  deliberation  and  balanciiij; 
of  the  advantages  on  both  sides  of  the  que< 
tion^  they  haa  determined  to  recommend 
the  residence  of  the  local  Judges  as  the 
least  evil.    His  noble  and  learned  frieod, 
in  speaking  of  cheap  law  not  always  being 
good  law,  had  referred  to  the    Sheriflr>' 
Courts  in  Scotland,  and  had  observed  th;it 
certain  observations  which  he  (the  Lord 
Chancellor)  applied  to  those  Courts  in  an- 
other   place  were  inconsistent    with    his 
present  argument.     He  had  a  perfect  re^ 
collection  of  the  nature  of  those  observa. 
tions ;  and  his  recollection  would,  (lerhaps, 
be  considered  as  fair  and  as  candid  as  that 
of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  who  did 
not  happen  to  be  present  when  thi^y  were 
uttered.     He  would  venture  to  say,  that 
there  never  was  a  greater  perversion   of 
fact  committed  by  any  combatant  in  the 
zeal  of  debate  than  that  of  which  the  nubk 
and    learned    Lord    had  been   graciously 
pleased  to  be  guilty  on  this  subject.     What 
he  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  had  stated  on  the 
occasion    alluded    to    by  the    noble    and 
learned  Lord  was,  that  the  local  jurisdictioD 
in  Scotland  was  capable  of  great  impiuTe. 
ment — that  the  administration  of  the  Isw 
was  cheap,  but  that  it  might   be  made 
greatly  cheaper — that  those  courts  posiesscd 
many  advantages,  but  that  they  also  bad 
many  disadvantages  and  defects;    and  he 
recommended — what  he  was  surprised  hU 
noble  and  learned  friend,  if  he  wante<1  a 
subject  for  attack,  did  not  recollect — the 
issuing  of  a  Commission  of  Inquiry.     How 
was  it  that  his  noble  and  learned  friend  did 
not  call  on  the  Government    to  ia^ue  a 
Commission  in  the  present  case  ?     He  was 
sure  that  his  noble  and  learned  friend  took 
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a  note  of  those  words,  and  that  he  was 
ready  to  make  the  attack^  hut  his  nuhle  and 
learned  friend  knew,  that  he  could  not  at 
tlxe  same  moment  attack  him  (the  Lord 
Chancellor)  for  approving  and  condemning 
the  Sherifts*  Courts  of  Scotland,  and  he 
felt,  therefore,  obliged  to  make  his  election 
of  which  of  the  two  weapons  he  would 
employ.  Admitting  that  abuses  existed 
in  the  Sherifis'  Courts  of  Scotland,  yet  it 
could  not  he  denied,  that  they  were  useful 
institutions ;  and  with  all  their  defects,  he 
could  not,  as  an  Englishman,  help  envying 
the  people  of  Scotland  the  inestimable  benefits 
they  derived  from  the  Sheriffs' jurisdiction. 
Hia  noble  and  learned  friend  had  assumed 
another  fact,  that  the  Sheriffs'  Jurisdiction 
did  not  exist  in  l&x>tland.  mien  it  was 
destroyed  he  did  not  know,  but  he  had 
stated  to  their  Lordships  that  during  three 
years,  ending  in  1823,  the  number  of  cases 
tried  in  their  Courts  amounted  to  22,000. 
But  it  was  saidj  that  appeals  were  made 
from  these  decisions  to  the  Court  of  Session 
and  the  House  of  Lords,  and  in  some  cases 
he  admitted  that  such  was  the  fact.  But 
out  of  the  enonnous  mass  of  22,000  causes 
decided  in  the  Sheriffs'  Courts,  only  117 
had  been  carried  to  a  higher  tribunaL  His 
noble  and  learned  fiiend  then  pronounced 
a  deserved  panegyric  on  the  character, 
honour,  and  talents  of  the  bar  ;  and  con- 
cluded by  cautioning  their  Lordships  not 
to  agree  to  any  amendment  of  the  law 
whi(^  should  have  the  effect  of  lowering 
their  character  and  lessening  their  inde- 

fendenoe.    But  if  he    had  satisfied    the 
louse  that  nothing  but  the  most  incorrect 
and  exa^Bexated  statements  of  the  probable 
efiects  dTthis  measure  could  lead  to  the 
supposition  that  it  would  reduce  the  business 
of  the  superior  Courts  to  one-third  of  its 
present  amount — ^if  he  had  proved  to  their 
Lordships  that  the  inevitable  tendency  of 
the  Bill  was,  to  keep  important  business 
before  the  high  tribunals,  and  take  away 
trifling  motions,  with  which  those  tribunals 
ou^ht  never  to  be  burthened — if  he  had 
satisfied  their  Lordships  that   the   Local 
Courts;,  instead  of  being  under  no  control 
from  the  Courts  in  Westminster,  would  be 
constantly  and  perpetually  superintended 
by  them,  then  he  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
with  all  the  feeling  of  deep  respect  and 
attachment  which,  from  long  habit  and 
daily  and  hourly  intercourse,  he  had  imbibed 
for  that  renowned  body  the  Bar  of  Eng- 
land, that  this  was  a  measure  which  might 
be  patronised  and  carried  into  execution, 
without  the  slightest  fear  that  it  would 
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lower  or  degrade  that  virtuous  and  illus- 
trious body.  His  noble  and  learned  friend 
had  bee&  pleased  to  be  merry  on  the  suh- 
ject  of  reconcilement,  and  had  called  it  a 
fancy — a  crotchet.  QLord  Lyndhursl:  I 
called  it  a  fanciful  project]  He  thought 
it  of  very  little  consequence  whether  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  used  the  expression 
fanciful  project,  or  crotchet.  The  former^ 
in  his  opinion^  was  a  very  good  definition 
of  the  latter.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
had  called  the  question  of  reconcilement  a 
fanciful  project,  because  nothing  of  the 
kind  existed  in  England.  He  admitted  it, 
but  was  it  the  part  of  intelligent  and 
rational  men,  looking  into  the  institutions 
of  other  countries,  at  once  to  reject  what- 
ever had  been  tried  there,  though  it  might 
have  succeeded,  because  it  was  foreign  and 
not  English  ?  In  the  adoption  of  the  plan 
of  reconcilement  there  could  be  no  harm  or 
daneer,  because,  supposing  that  any  parties 
would  not  be  reconciled,  they  stood  in  no 
worse  situation  than  before.  In  the  course 
of  eighteen  years,  no  fewer  than  724,000 
cases  had  been  carried  before  Courts  of 
Reconciliation  on  the  Continent,  and  of  these 
cases  448,000  were  settled  without  further 
litigation.  To  this  he  would  add,  that  in 
1823,  31,000  cases  were  brought  into  the 
Courtsof  Reconciliation,  and  of  those  21,000 
were  settled.  But  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  said,  that  these  cases  never  would 
have  come  to  trial  if  the  process  of  recon^* 
cilement  had  not  existed ;  but  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  must  surely  forget  an  account 
which  he  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  had  read, 
and  which  entirely  destroyed  the  whole  of 
his  argument*  The  very  year,  in  which 
Courts  of  Reconcilement  were  established — 
namely,  the  year  1796,  the  number  of 
actions  tried  in  Courts  of  Law  was  immedi- 
ately reduced  to  one.third.  He  was  sorry 
to  detain  their  Lordships  so  Ions,  but  he 
felt  placed  in  a  very  peculiar  situation.  He 
felt  bound,  not  only  to  defend  the  present 
measure,  but  also  to  vindicate  the  learned 
Law  Commissioners,  who  had  been  attacked 
in  a  very  unsparing  manner  by  the  tendency, 
if  not  by  the  intention,  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord's  argument.  They  were  men, 
let  him  be  permitted  to  say  in  passing,  who 
were  not  overmuch  given  to  change ;  they 
were  very  far  from  being  of  a  rash  or  inno* 
vating  spirit,  and  their  principles  of  Reform, 
with  the  exception  of  one  of  them,  were 
wholly  confined  to  the  law.  Perhaps  that 
might  recommend  them  to  some  of  their 
Lordships;  but,  at  all  eventji,  it  ought  to 
recommend  them  to  his  noble  and  learned 
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friend^  who  seemed  afraid  of  dangerous  and 
rash  innovations.  If  the  hun.  and  learned 
Commissioners  had  a  tendency  to  a  little 
Law  Reform,  he  would  venture  to  say, that 
they  were  as  cautious,  scrupulous,  not  to  say 
timid,  Reformers  of  the  law,  as  ever  had  the 
name  of  Law  Reformers,  save  and  except  one 
or  two  of  their  Lordships,  who  were  always 
describing  themselves  as  disposed  to  the 
amendment  of  the  law,  though  no  plan  ever 
yet  proposed  to  effect  that  object  was  found 
to  suit  them.  The  learned  Commissioner^ 
had  given  the  utmost  attention  to  all  the 
evidence  which  was  tendered  to  them ;  and 
they  explained  the  reasons  for  recommend- 
ing the  plan  contained  in  their  Report,  and 
the  principles  of  the  present  measure  were 
in  perfect  conformity  with  that  plan.  But 
this  at  least  showed  one  circumstance  fully 
— that  his  noble  and  learned  friend  (Lord 
Lyndhurst)  must  have  been  deceived  l^ 
some  of  the  information  which  had  reached 
him,  and  which  had  led  him  at  the  outset  of 
his  speech  to  declare  that  all  the  lawyers  in 
Westminster-hall,  and  all  those  who  had 
been  consulted  upon  this  snbject,  were  op- 
posed to  the  present  measure.  This  was 
undoubtedly  very  strong,  and  it  was  never- 
theless very  strange,  Uiat  amonsst  these 
men  of  Westminster-hall  there  should  be 
found  persons  of  the  first  eminence,  and 
persons,  too,  who,  according  to  the  language 
of  the  day,  were  firmly  opposed  to  anything 
that  might  be  called  an  ultra-reform  experi- 
ment, and  that  still  it  was  not  amongst 
those  who  had  investigated  the  subject,  and 
examined  its  details,  that  the  opponents  of 
the  measure  were  to  be  found,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  hostile  opinions  had  been  given 
by  those  who  neither  had  inquired  nor  ex- 
amined, nor  been  members  of  the  Com- 
mission. And  then  Who  were  those  that 
were  for  this  measure,  and  of  a  diiferent 
opinion  from  those  Gentlemen  who  had  not 
examined  it?  Why,  they  were  the  very 
men  to  whose  judgment  he  had  been  chal- 
lenged to  submit  it  upon  its  first  introduc- 
tion, and  to  whom  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  had  agreed  tq  refer  the  whole  ques- 
tion. He  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  had  said 
ui)on  that  occasion  '^  agreed,  there  cannot  be 
a  more  respectable  body,"  and  the  reference 
had  been  made  to  them  accordingly.  It 
however,  now  appeared,  that  his  noble  and 
leanied  friend  would  not  agree  to  be  bound 
by  the  award,  as  in  common  cases,  but 
wished  to  take  up  a  different  ground.  He 
might  then  say  to  his  noble  and  learned 
friend:  **  Well,  this  may  be  according  to  your 
information ;  but,  at  all  events,  it  has  met 


with  support  in  Westminster-hall^  from  ooe 
branch  of  the  iUustriouB  p^fesian  you  de- 
sire so-  much  to  uphold,  and  from  the  very 
men  by  whose  decision  you  expressed  yvnjt 
willingness  to  abide."    AW.  he  (the  Lrfml 
Chancellor)  need  say  for  himself  and  for  tht 
Commissbners  was,  tlmt  he   thou^t  hj 
their  opinion  Ids  noble  and  learned  fritfiid 
ought  to  be  bound,  saving  alw^s  to  loi 
noble  friend  such  exceptions  as  be  migM 
have  to  particular  clauses.     It  would  be  in 
vain  for  h;m  ( the  Lord  Chancellor)  to  dear 
that  Westminster-hall  should  floufisfa,  a&d 
that  the  circuits  should  have  fiiU  businev ; 
they  ought,  and  they  would  ftounsb-     fii>: 
this  was,  at  all  events,  required,  and  it  w» 
hut  commqn  justice  to  ask  for  tbis,  that  tbf 
shame  and  the  scandal,  ai|d  the  opprobriuc 
should  be  removed  of  n)en  eoqiing  forward, 
not  to  give  advice,  but  to  sti^te  the  result  t/ 
their  sufferings  under  the  syaleni ;  and  tk 
result  of  all  that  had  been  broi^bt  Ibrwanl 
was,  that  for  debts  of  small  amoupt,  the 
subjects  of  the  Crown  fpi^nd  thefoaelves  is 
the  courts  of  justice  barred  of  their  rights; 
that   the  justice  of  which  so  much    w« 
boasted  was  only  a  mockeiy,  and  that  it  was 
not  possible  for  any  one  to  have  it  if  be  had 
not  money  in  his  pocket ;  that  if  a  man  had 
a  debt  of  18/.  due  to  him,  he  must  pay 
twice  as  much  to  recover  it ;  and  that  if  he 
failed,  however  just  his  claim,  he  not  only 
lost  that,  but  had  enormous  costs  in  additioa 
to  submit  to.     When  it  was  known  that  in 
the  County  Courts,  as  now  constituted,  a  case 
had  occurred,  that  for  a  pound  of  butter, 
value  8^.,  30/.  costs  were  incurred — ^when 
in  another  case,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  a 
man  was  summoned  thirty  miles  from  his 
home  to  the  County  Court,  to  answer  for  a 
debt  of  5s,  which  he  had  pafd,  and  which 
he  paid  again  sooner  than  go.     But  this 
was  nothins,  for  there  was  no  doubt  that 
many  would  pay  and  had  paid  5tt  rather 
than  submit  to  expence  and  inconveniepcei. 
Many  might  think  this  a  small  sum,  and  no 
doubt  so  would  his  noble  and  learned  friend, 
but  a  small  amount  of  pounds  was  great  to 
a  poor  man  ;  and,  besides  all  this,  there  was 
another  and  a  much  more  senoifs  feeling : 
there  was  the  feeling  of  wrong  dione,  and  of 
wrong  suffered,  and  a  feeling  rendered  a 
thousand  times  more  exasperating  by  the« 
people  being  told :  ''Come  here  and  you  have 
your  remedy — you  have  here  ju^es  who 
are  dignified  by  long  practice — ^yoii  hsve 
an  illustrious  bar  to  advocate  your  right^i : 
these  are  the  Courts  you  sliould  come  to,  and 
here  are  the  men   who  can  as&ist  yo\xf 
while  their  experience  tells  them  the  rtsuk 
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will  be :  "  You  are  mined  insteafl  of  re- 
dressed ;**  and,  what  was  infinitely  worse 
than  ruin,  men  felt  themselTesmost  grossly 
insulted  by  the  infliction  of  a  double  wrong, 
where  they  ought  Justly  and  particularly  to 
expect  right     This  was  the  wronghe  wished 
to  redress,  and  this  was  the  object  for  which 
hui  judicial  reforms  w^re  introduced.     He 
was  not  the  first  labourer  in  this  course,  and 
he  hoped  in  God  he  should  not  be  the  last. 
He  was  not  the  first  who  had  endeavoured  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the 
poor  man's  wrongs.    His  noble  friend,  now 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  to  this 
great  object  long  devoted  bis  time  and  bis 
talents.    That  noble  Lord  had  some  years 
ago  brought  in  a  measure  in  some  respects 
different  from  the  present,  but  which  also 
was  in  several  points  similar.    That  mea- 
sure the  noble  Lord  gave  up>  from  the 
hopelessness  be  then  felt  of  one  not  connect- 
ed   with  the  Government  bein^  able  ^ 
ftucceed*     He  gave  it  up  to  a  nght  hon- 
^aronet  (Sir  Robert  Peel),  who  was  in  a 
nituation  to  feel  himself  so  responsible  that 
he  considered  be  would  not  do  justice  to 
the  country  if  he  left  the  law  no  better 
than  he  found  it.  That  right  hon.  Baronet 
did  not  find  himself  iu  a  position  to  carry 
the  measure,  but  he  adopted  it,  improv- 
ing it  also  by  his  own  study ;   and  when 
it    wa9  subsequently  propounded  to  the 
Legislature  in  1830  in  the  other  House 
of   Parliament,   leaving  out  many  parts 
of  the  former  measure,  according  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Commissioners,  it 
met,  if  not  the  entire,  at  least  the  gene- 
ral and  the  cordial  assent  of  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman.     He  recollected  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  saying,  that  he  would  resign  the 
conduct  of  the  Bill  to  him.     If  he  kad  de- 
tained their  Lordships,  as  be  fi^lt  he  had, 
too  long,  it  was  solely  because,  in  defend- 
ing himself,  be  not  only  defended  the  Law 
Commissioners,  but  every  other  noble  and 
right  hon.  person  who  had  been  wiUing  to 
agree  to  the  details  and  principles  of  the 
present  measure,  and  against  whose  practice 
and  principles,  if  he  (the  Lord  Chancellor) 
were  not  in  office  at  the  moment,  every  in* 
Tective  and  every  sneer  as  to  monsters  and 
fancies,  and  all  the  point — wherever  there 
was  point-*-i>in  his  noble  and  learned  friend's 
(Lon)  Lyndhurst)  declamation,  and  every 
weight  in  his  noble  and  learned  friend's 
aasettiims,  were,  or  might  be,  levelled  with 
equal  force  at  their  principles  and  measures 
of  legal  reform*  as  they  were  at  the  Bill 
then  uader  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
In  conclusion,   be    would  say  one  word 


as  to  the  extent  to  which  it  was  proposed 
to  try  these  Courts ;  whether  in  the  mea- 
sure proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Baionet, 
or  in  that  brought  forward  by  his  noble 
friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  it 
had  always  been  designed  to  confine  the 
experiment  to  one  or  two  counties ;  but  if 
his  noble  and  learned  friend  thought  it  any 
improvement  (though  in  his  opinion  it  would 
be  none),  that  the  Act  should  name  the  very 
counties  to  which  it  should  be  extendedi  he 
(the  I^rd  Chancellor)  had  no  objection  to 
jestore  this  declaration.  His  reason  for 
being  of  a  contrary  opinion  was,  that  it 
was  not  possible  to  ascertain,  without  ex- 
amination, what  divisions  of  counties  it 
might  be  best  to  select,  as  well  as  that  on 
inquiry  it  might  turn  out  there  were  parts 
of  neigbbogring  counties  which  mif ht  con- 
veniently be  transferred  to  these  divisions. 
He  hoped  that  his  noble  and  learned  friend 
ba4  never  thought  that  this  Bill  was  or 
could  be  introduced  with  any  idea  of  its 
becoming  a  sourae  of  patronage  to  the  Go« 
vernment  [Lord  l^ndhurH:  I  never 
insinuated  or  thought  of  such  a  thing.] 
He  was  sura  his  noble  friend  had  never 
entertained  such  an  idea,  and  the  notion  of 
it  as  posrible  had  occurred  from  his  noble 
and  learned  friend's  having  spoken  of  the 
exercise  of  the  power  of  the  Ministers  of 
the  Crown.  Noble  Lords  would,  however, 
see  that  when  he  was  out  of  office,  and 
when  the  idea  of  filling  the  situation  he 
then  held  was  the  last  that  could  occur  to 
himi  he  was  anxious  for  this  Bill,  and  last 
April,  when  he  brought  it  forward,  he  had 
proposed  to  begin  with  one  or  two  counties, 
and  if  the  experiment  were  successful,  then 
to  extend  it  to  England  generally.  Ther^ 
fore  there  was  nothing  new  either  in  his 
advocacy  of  the  principle  or  in  the  details 
of  the  measure.  He  ought  once  more  to 
apologise  to  their  Lordships  for  occupying 
so  much  of  their  time,  but  he  felt  it  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  that  he  should  not 
allow  the  debate  to  close  without  assign* 
tug  his  reasons  for  introducing  the  measure 
to  their  Lordships'  notice. 

The  question  was  nut,  but  no  divisioii 
took  place,  and  the  Bill  was  committed  pro 
formd* 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS, 
Momday,  Jwu  17,  1833. 

MiNtmRB.]  Papera  ortocd.  On  tiie  Motion  of  Mr. 
O'Pbmuli.,  ttM  NamcR  of  OommbiloMit  ■ppohrttl 
bf  hb  Eieiliaicy,  Um  Lord  UmiImwdc  of  InNM* 
pur«iiM)t  to  tlM  Mmriaioitt  of  Sad  and  Srd  WUttsni  4eL 
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had  a  very  strong  feeling  upon  the  subject, 
which  he  had  no  doubt  had  been  verr 
much  increased  by  the  condnct  pursoej 
by  that  House.  The  people  were  most 
anxious  to  have  the  measure;  and  be 
begged  to  return  his  most  sincere  thanks 
to  the  hon.  member  for  Lambeth  fbr  the 
notice  he  had  given. 

Mr.  Wilks  said,  he  did  not  agree  witii 
the  hon.  member  for  Surrey,  that  the  pnb* 
lie  had  a  right  to  complain  of  the  conduct 
of  that  House.     It  had  paid  as  much  at- 
tention  to  public  business,  and  had  gone 
on  with  as  much  expedition  with   mea- 
sures of  the  very  utmost  importance,  as 
any  enlightened  constituency  conid  possi- 
bly desire.      He  did  not  think  that  the 
question    of   Triennial    Parliaments   was 
one  of  such  an  urgent  nature   as  would 
have  justified   him  m  forcing  it  on    the 
attention  of  the  House  at  that  late  period 
of  the  Session.     He  thought,  in  pursuing 
the  course  he  had  done,  he  had  best  con- 
sulted the  interests  of  the  public ;  for  the 
question  could  not  now  receive  that  serious 
and  attentive  discussion  which  it  would 
do  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  Session, 
and  which  it  required  from  its  vast  im- 
portance.   It  was  under  those   circum- 
stances that  he  had  deferred  ihe  Motioo, 
following  the  example  of  many  hon.  Mem- 
bers ;  but  when  the  question  was  brought 
on  by  the  hon.  Member,  he  should  not 
only  have  his  (Mr.  Wilks^s)  vote,   but 
all  the  assistance  it  was  in  his  power  to 
give  him. 

Major  Beauckrk  meant,  that  the  public 
had  expected  most  rigid  measures  of  eco- 
nomy from  that  House,  and  it  was  in  that 
they  were  disappointed. 

Mr*  Cobbett:  The  hon.  member  for 
Boston  had  brought  forward  the  questtoo 
of  Triennial  Parliaments  last  Session. 
The  hon.  Alderman  (Wood)  had  been 
directed  to  give  notice  of  a  Motion  of 
that  nature  on  the  first  day  of  the  Session ; 
but  he  apologised  for  not  doing  so  because 
the  hon.  member  for  Boston  claimed  pri- 
ority, as  it  had  been  in  fats  hands  before. 
So  that  the  question  was  to  be  kicked 
about  in  that  way,  and  never  be  brought 
on  at  all.  He  (Mr.  Cobbett)  was  very 
much  obliged  to  the  hon  member  for 
Lambeth,  and  he  hoped  he  would  perse- 
vere in  bis  call  of  the  House,  and  show 
who  those  were  that  wished  to  sit  there 
for  seven  years,  and  also  those  who  were 
not  afraid  to  go  back  to  their  constituents 
at  the  end  of  three  years. 


cap.  119:  also  thfi  Number  of  Tithe  Campodtioiui 
onterod  Into  wiUiin  three  UooUu,  from  Uie  16th 
*  Aygtut,  18JS,  under  the  lame  Act:  of  tiie  Number 
of  Appeals  agidiut  Compoiitions  by  Agreement,  and  of 
each  Agreemcnti  made  aa  would  entitle  the  Proprietor 
raaking  the  Agreement  to  a  reduction  of  fifteen  per  Cent, 
acoording  to  the  Proviciona  of  the  same  Act— On  Uie 
Modon  of  Sir  Robebt  Ibtoub,  a  Copy  of  any  Deqiatdi 
addraiNd  by  the  Court  of  Directon  of  the  Eait^India 
Company  to  tiidr  Supcrcaifoei  at  Canton,  in  reference  to 
the  Voyage  recently  undertaken  by  the  Ship  Amhersf  to 
the  North  East  Coaat  of  China,  with  aCopy  of  any  Report 
ax  Journal  of  auch  Voyage. 

Billa.  Read  a  second  time : — Woollen  Trade  Acts  Repeal  s 
Exdiequer  Billc-^Committed : — SheriA'  Expeniei. 

Petitiooa  preieuted.  By  Sir  EaaoLBT  Wilmot,  fhxn  Uie 
Birmingham  School  of  Medicine,  againit  any  Altcratiott 
in  the  Apothecaries  Act — By  Mr.  John  HaaTRcora, 
from  the  Licensed  PublicanB  of  Tiverton,  fiur  Relief  with 
mpect  to  their  Lieenaei. — ^By  Mr.  WiLxa^  from  the 
Ownen  of  a  Burial  Ground,  called  Necropolia,  &c,  near 
Liverpool,  that  their  Burial  Register  may  be  made  Legal 
Evidence  in  Courts  of  Law:  from  a  Dissenting  Congrega- 
Uoo  at  Reading  and  Lichfield*  for  ReUef  with  raqiect  to 
Registration  and  Rates :  from  a  Number  of  Individuals 
interested  in  Seamen  and  Ships,  for  a  Maritime  Code  of 
Laws  qpplieable  to  the  Merchant  Service:  and  by  Mr. 
SmicKLAiro,  from  the  Sunday  School  at  Melboom 
(Derby),'-against  Slavery.— By  Mr.  M.  Chapman,  from 
Youghall  and  Llsbum«  for  Mitigating  the  Severity  of  the 
Criminal  Codet— By  Mr.  St«ickland,  from  several 
parishes  of  York,  for  Bnfaidng  the  Legil  ResidcBoe  of 
an  Ofllciating  Mhiister  hi  each.— By  Mr.  Gusar,  from 
Caerphilly,  against  the  Glamorgan  Aasiaes  Bill;  and  from 
Merthyr  TydvU,  in  fkvour  of  the  Loadls  Day  Ofaservanoe 
BilL-rBy  Mr.  EvrAar,  finm  Liverpool,  against  the 
Highways  and  Rating  of  Tenementa  BUL— By  BCr. 
Horr,  firom  King>too>upon-Hull,  against  the  General 
Register  Billt  and  from  the  same  Plaee*  for  an 
Inquiry  into  the  AflUrs  of  the  Trinity  Houa& — By  Mr. 
Clat,  Atom  the  several  Tradca  oonnected  with  Sugar 
Rcflnhig  in  the  City  of  London,  foi  enabling  the  Refinen 
of  thto  Country  to  compete  with  others  in  Foreign  Markets. 
•—By  Mr.  Pottbh,  AtMu  the  Unitarians  of  Manchiater, 
for  a  Charter  to  the  London  University.— By  Mr.  Huir, 
from  the  Medical  Practltianers  of  Kiogston-upoa-Hull, 
for  the  Amendment  of  the  Apothecaries  Act, 

Triennial  Parliaments.]  Mr.  Ten- 
nywn  presented  a  Petition  from  an  indivi- 
dual, praying  for  Vote  by  Ballot,  Triennial 
Parliaments,  and  the  exclusion  of  placemen 
from  the  House.  He  (Mr.  Tennyson) 
was  astonished  that  a  notice  on  this  sub- 
ject^ which  had  been  given  long  ago  by  an 
hon*  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Wilks),  had 
been  postponed  from  time  to  time  for  so 
long  a  period*  It  was  a  most  important 
subject,  and  became  more  so  at  this  mo- 
ment, when  a  dissolution  of  Parliament 
was  talked  of  as  extremely  probable.  He, 
however,  was  determined  to  take  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House  upon  it  on  the  2nd  of 
July,  when  he  intended  to  move  a  call  of 
the  House,  that  no  Member  might  after- 
wards say  he  had  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  giving  his  vote  on  the  occasion. 

Major  Beauclerk  said,  became  into  that 
House  with  the  greatest  hopes  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Triennial  Parliaments;  he  knew 
that  the  great  body  of  the  people  were 
deeply  impressed  with  its  necessity;  they 
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'  Mr.  Finn  said,  there  was  no  doubt  but 
that  Trieooial  Parliaments  would  be  most 
desirable ;  but  he  really  beh'eved,  that  it 
was  not  of  much  importance  at  the  present 
moment,  for  he  believed  that  that  Parlia* 
ment  would  not  sit  two  years.    The  hon. 
member  for  East  Surrey  seemed  to  forget 
the  atrocious  conduct  of  that  House  with 
r^^rd  to  Ireland.    That  part  of  its  con* 
duct  had  not  much  conciliated  the  favour 
of  the  public;  then  the  flippant  manner 
in  which  they  had  voted  away  twenty  mil- 
lions the  other  nighty  adding  to  the  bur* 
thensofthe  alreaoy  overburthened  people, 
would  also  be  borne  in  mind.    It  was 
really  most  astonishing  to  see  the  manner 
in  which  that  vote  had  been  supported, 
when  it  was  remembered  the  pledges  of 
economy  that  many  of  the  Members  had 
given  on  the  hustings.     He  had  seen  but 
little  to  approve  of  in  the  conduct  of  his 
Majesty's  Ministers — their  new  mode  of 
settling    the    tithe  question  in  Ireland, 
by  taking  the  burden  from  the  man  who 
owed  it,  and  placing  it  on  the  shoulders  of 
another,  mignt  give  peace  for  a  time,  but 
nothing  would  do  but  laying  the  axe  to  the 
root.     The  Church  in  Ireland  roust  be  put 
an  end  to  before  any  but  a  temporary 
peace  would  be  established  in  that  coun- 
try.   Then  as  to  the  question  of  pledges, 
they  had   been  much  repudiated  in  that 
House.    It  was  said,  that  no  man  who  was 
pledged    was  an  independent  man,  and 
thai,  too,  by  men  who  themselves  made 
plediges  while  on  the  hustings.     He  denied 
such  doctrine.  Were  Members  sent  to  that 
House  to  represent  their  own  opinions  ? 
He  would  say  no,  but  to  represent  those 
of  their  constituents.    The  people  had  a 
right  to  exact  pledges  from  all  candidates, 
and  if  he  had  a  vote,  he  would  not  give  it 
to  any  one  who  did  not  fully  state  his  opin- 
ions upon   all  great  questions,  and  that 
was  pledging. 

Colonel  £i;afi«  thought,  that  so  far  from 
its  being  inexpedient  to  bring  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Triennial  Parliaments  at  the  pre- 
■ent  time,  it  was  most  necessary  that  it 
should  be  settled,  if,  as  many  said,  they 
were  on  the  eve  of  dissolution.  It  was 
most  extraordinary  to  see  how  many  Mem- 
bers had  acted  on  late  occasions,  consider- 
ing the  manner  in  which  they  had  pledged 
themselves  on  the  hustings. 

Mr.  Fergus  0* Connor  said,  the  only 
difference  seemed  to  be  in  what  gentlemen 
denominated  the  public.    The  hon.  mem- 

^t  for  BoHon  seemed  to  »pply  that  term 


only  to  the  supporters  of  Government,  and  * 
not  to  the  great  body  of  the  people  out  of* 
doors.  He  was  most  thankful  to  the  hon. 
member  for  Lambeth  for  forcing  on  the 
question.  He  was  glad  to  see  the  Attor- 
ney General  present,  as  he  had  for  some 
time  wished  to  ask  him  some  questions 
respecting  the  prosecutions  of  the  Press, 
especially  that  of  The  True  Sun.  He  had 
looked  at  the  die  of  the  Paper,  and  he 
found  that,  when  the  great  question  of 
Reform  was  under  consideration,  there 
were  then  much  more  violent  articles  in- 
serted than  the  one  now  under  prosecution. 
He  wished  to  know  why  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral had  not  taken  care  of  the  Constitu- 
tion at  that  time,  or  why  it  was,  that  he 
had  only  now  awoke  to  the  necessity  of 
such  proceedings?  Were  would  be  the 
security  of  the  Press  if  the  newspapers 
were  to  be  made  afraid  of  inserting,  as 
original  matter,  opinions,  and  not  more 
strong  ones  than  what  were  expressed  in 
that  House  ? 

An  Hon,  Member  said,  he  would  repeat 
in  the  House  what  he  had  stated  on  the 
hustings — that  if  pledges  were  required  of 
him,  he  would  rather  a  hundred  to  one 
not  be  elected.  He  was  at  all  times  wil- 
ling to  state  his  opinions  to  his  consti- 
tuents, but  he  would  never  pledge  him- 
self. Indeed  he  did  not  believe,  that  it 
was  the  general  sense  of  the  House  that 
Members  had  pledged  themselves  so  much 
as  was  sometimes  said. 

Mr.  O'Connell  said, the  affair  of  pledges 
lay  within  a  very  narrow  compass.  The 
question  really  was,  whether  the  represent- 
atives were  the  servants  or  masters  of 
their  constituents.  A  Member  merely 
pledged  himself  to  his  own  opinions,  which 
he  was  at  liberty  to  change  when  he 
pleased  ;  but  when  he  did  do  so  he  should 
do  so  manfully,  and  give  his  constituents  an 
opportunity  of  approving  or  disapproving 
of  them. 

Sir  Edward  Codrington  expressed  his 
perfect  readiness  to  pledge  himself  to 
certain  principles,  but  he  had  never  given 
a  pledge  to  any  specific  measure.  He 
would  have  no  objection  to  bind  himself 
to  certain  principles,  but  not  to  the  extent 
to  which  he  might  find  it  necessary  to 
carry  them. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  he  was  one  of  those 
Members  who  g^ave  pledges  to  their  con- 
stituents at  the  hustings.  He  should, 
therefore,  trespass  for  a  few  moments  on 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  in  vindication 
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of  bis  conduct.     He  wai  not  disposed  to 
r^ret  that  conduct — nay,  be  was  proud 
of  it,  because  be  bad  religiously  adhered 
to  those  pledges,  and  was  resolved  they 
should  never  be  violated.    The  hon.  and 
gallant  Admiral   had  said,  that  be  bad 
pledged  himself  to  principled,  but  not  to 
measures  or  to  men;    and  he  had  laid 
down  bis  own  conduct  as  a  rale  for  the 
direction  of  other  candidates.    The  hon. 
and  gallant  Admiral  conceived  be  had  dis- 
covered the  precise  limits  to  which  pledges 
should  be  confined,  and  the  utmost  lati- 
tude to  which  they  should  be  eai tended. 
A  slight  tincture  of  the  schools  adhered 
still  to  his  mindy  and  he  conceived  that 
generalities  too  often  served  to  envelope 
and  conceal  error.    The  gallant  Admiral, 
under  cover  of  his  pledges  as  to  principles, 
might  vote  for  the  worst  measures  and  the 
worst  Ministers,  and  against  the  best  mea- 
sures and  the  best  Ministers.     He  might, 
for  instance,  pledge  himself  to  vote  for 
short  Parliaments  and  freedom  of  election, 
and  afterwards  say,  that  be  considered 
Septennial   Parliaments  short  enough — 
perhaps  too  short — and   elections  roost 
free  when  electors  were  at  liberty  to  dis- 
pose of  their  votes  according  to  their  in- 
terests or  their  inclinations,  however  in- 
fluenced,   however   warped.      The    Bill 
against  bribery  at  elections  might  appear 
not  only  superfluous,  but  quite  unconsti- 
tutional, and  tyrannical,  under  that  as- 
pect of  the  question.    In  truth,  he  would 
not  more  completely  betray  bad  logic  by 
drawing  general  conclusions  from  particu- 
lar premises,  than  be  betrayed  fallacious 
political  doctrines  by  leaving  himself  free 
scope  and  latitude  as  to  particular  ques- 
tions, and  men,  under  the  shield  of  bis 
pledges,  as  to  general  constitutional  princi- 
ples. The  hon.  and  gallant  Admiral  would, 
lie  trusted,  do  him  (Mr.  Baldwin)  the  jus- 
tice to  believe  he  did  not  suppose  him  capa- 
ble of  intending  to  make  any  such  use  of 
his  theory  on  this  subject.     He  was  con- 
vinced his  high-minded  and  candid  spirit 
would,  as  his  whole  public  conduct  and 
character   had   proved,    spurn  anything 
evasive,  or  disingenuous,  or  ignoble ;  but 
the  doctrine  which  he  advocated  would 
lead  to  such  consequences,  and  serve  to 
shelter  men  whose  dispositions  were  eu- 
tirely  dtfTerent.    He  should  now  advert  to 
the  sound  and  philosophical  view  of  the 
subject.     Burke  bad  said,  it  would  be 
ridiculous  that  one  body  of  men  should 
bear  all  Uie  arguments  on  a  que^tioiii  and 


that  other  men  who  had  tiot  heafd  tten 
should  determine  how  they  oitgbt  to  TOli 
after  the  discussion.     He  did  not  deny 
there  was  much  force  tn  that,  as  in  all  tbe 
other  positions  of  that  great  ermtor ;  b«t 
Burke  was  as  great  a  master  of  •opttKij 
as  of  eloquence.    The  spletidoiir   of  hk 
imagery  was  not  more  cttloalated  tor  dsnie 
than  his  ingenuity  waStomislcad*  TheCnilli 
was,  that  on  all  those  great  suMcdts  oi 
which  the  public  mind  httd  bem  Umg  en- 
gaged,   those  Bubjecta  which   had  beea 
discussed,  and  sifled,  and  balanced  in  the 
scales  of  reason  by  a  thouaand  inteatiga- 
lions  of  truth — subjects  on  which  all  the 
information  was  accessible  to  all  ardent 
inquirers,  and  on  which  the  Preea — the 
popular   orators,  and  the  stodioas   sad 
retired,  the  dispassionate  and  deliberate 
philosopher, — bad  poured  forth  their  opi- 
nions ;  the  people  at  large  were  lifcalj  to 
form    more    correct,  more  unprejvdioed 
judgments  than  the  members  of  Uiat  House 
— judgments  much  less  subject  to  atnieicr 
influence,  or  sudden  impulse.    On  these 
subjects,  therefore,    a  candidate  at  the 
hustings  might i  if  his  opioiona  coincided 
with  those  of  the  electors,  honestly  pled^ 
himself  to  comply  with  their  instructions. 
But  on  other  subjects — on  questioaa  which 
might  be  aflfectea  by  unfbresoen  events,  or 
on  which  the  information  necessary  to  an 
accurate  judj^ment  was  not  open  to  the 
great  body  of  the  people— tba  candidate 
ought  to  reserve  his  right  of  decidiag  m- 
dependently,    unrestricted    by    pravioos 
promises,  as  untnflueilced  by  prrrate,  or 
personal  considerations.    On  those  latter 
questions — such,    for    instance,    ae   the 
question  of  peace  OT  war — be  had  reserved 
his   right  of  free   unshackled  judgment, 
and  should  exercise  that  right ;  tmt  on  the 
former  questions  he  gave  pledges  whrb 
he  should  honestly  redeem*    Tho  arga- 
ment,  which  rested  upon  the  point  of  wbe< 
thcr  the  Representative  be  the  servant  or 
the  master  of  his  constituentsi  appeared  to 
him  not  conclusive  on  either  aide.    The 
Member  was  the  servant  of  hia  consti- 
tuents when  be  was  honestly  doing  tiieir 
business.    He  was  in  some  degree  their 
master  when  he  made  the  laws  hy  which 
they  were  to  be  governed,  and  to  which 
they  roust  submit;  but  ha  was  Uien  only 
a   genuine  Representative  and   virtaous 
legislator,  when  he  sedulously  stodied  the 
national  interests,  and  spoke  and  voted 
solely  with  a  view  of  promoting  these  in- 
terests in  the  most  afiectuat  maaMr«    Thi 
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qutilion  of  Tnetmml  Parliamenlt,  which 
gave  rba  to  that  discutsioa^  was  one  of 
those  ^iiettiotiaoB  which  he  gave  a  pledge. 
He  did,  without  hesiutioni  pledge  himself 
to  ¥oto  for  Triennial  Parliaments.  He 
conottfivd  with  his  constituents  in  thinkihg 
thai  tha  Parliamenti  in  the  reign  of  George 
I6t0  wbioh,  having  been  elected  by  the 
people  for  three  years,  elected  itself  for 
s««aii»  was  guilty  of  a  moat  uaconstitu* 
tioaal  and  unwarrantable  act — and  that, 
if  it  passed  the  Septepuial  Bill,  under  the 
conception  of  some  temporary  expediency, 
it  ought  to  have  taken  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  Repealing  that  Bill.  While  it 
remained  the  law  of  the  land,  he  did  not 
conceive  the  electors  could  have  a  proper 
control  over  their  representatives ;  and  the 
Acts  of  the  present  Parliament — particu- 
larly that  Act,  which  obliterated  every 
vestige  of  civil  or  political  liberty  in  Ire- 
land-^was  a  demonstrative,  incontroverti- 
ble proof  of  the  correctness  of  his  opinion. 
He,  therefore,  should  vote  most  cheer- 
fully with  the  hon«  Member  on  that 
question. 

Mr,  Sha»  did  not  believe  the  House  was 
reduced  to  the  dilemma  assumed  by  the 
boa.  and  learned  Gentleman,  the  mem- 
ber for  Dublin,  as  being  either  the 
masters  or  servants  of  the  people.  Tlicy 
were  boond  to  state  their  opinions,  and  to 
act  acoordiog  to  their  own  judgment } 
they  were  bound  to  state  their  opinions  to 
their  oonstitueois,  and  leave  their  election 
io  their  hands,  but  he  would  not  for  a 
hundred  constitueocies  vote  against  his 
opiaioD. 

Mr.  Hawe$  stated,  that  witb  regard  to 
ibe  Repeal  of  the  Septennial  Act,  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Tennyson) 
brought  it  forward,  he  would  give  it  his 
support, 

Petitwn  to  lie  on  tlie  Table. 

iiuoAR  Rkfinivg.]  Mr.  Ewari  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  merchants 
and  shipowners  of  Liverpool,  praying  for 
the  removal  of  all  restrictions  upon  the 
importation  of  sugar  for  the  purposes  of 
refining.  The  petitionersstated,  that  they 
canied  on  an  extensive  commerce  with 
Brazil,  St.  Domingo,  Cuba,  India,  Batavia, 
and  the  Indian  Archipelago,  which  coun- 
tries were  mainly  supplied  with  British 
mauttfacturtty  but  that  owing  to  the  high 
and  prohibitory  duties  levied  on  the 
chief  productions  of  those  countries 
(^ufai  and  coffee)   imported   ioto  this 


country,  they  suffered  great  inconve* 
nience  and  loss  in  carrying  on  their  trade 
with  those  countries.  The  difRculty  pf 
obtaining  return  freights  for  their  ships 
and  remittances  for  their  merchandise  was 
very  great;  and  the  consequence  of  this 
state  of  the  law  was»  to  encourage  foreign 
commerce,  to  the  ^reat  injury  and  depres- 
siou  of  that  of  this  kingdom.  The  pe- 
titioners said  they  were  prompted  humbly 
to  represent  the  difficulties  under  which 
their  commerce  and  shipping  laboured  at 
this  late  period  of  the  Session,  that  their 
interest  might  be  fully  considered  in  the 
settlement  of  the  important  colonial  mea- 
sures now  before  Parliament;  and  that 
the  exclusive  monopoly  of  the  home  mar^ 
ket  hitherto  enjoyed  by  the  colonies,  and 
the  large  bounty  granted  on  the  re-export- 
ation of  their  sugars  and  molasses  in  a 
manufactured  state,  might  be  especially 
considered.  They  also  stated,  that  the 
colonics'  did  not  contribute  anything  t9 
the  revenue  of  this  kingdom,  but  that 
their  Government  and  protection  was  a 
heavy  charge  upon  it,  whilst  there  was  an- 
nually paid  out  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
exportation  of  refined  sugar  and  bastards 
nearly  500,000/. ;  that  the  high  price  of 
sugiir  and  coffee,  owing  to  this  bounty 
and  monopoly,  operated  as  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  consumers  of  this  kingdom  of 
nearly  2,000,000/. ;  and  tliat  it  tended  so 
materially  to  restrain  the  consumption  of 
these  important  articles  as  further  to  injure 
the  revenue  to  the  probable  extent  of 
1,600,000/.  That  the  exporU  of  British 
manufactures  and  produce  to  the  afore- 
named countries  exceeded  by  fivefold  those 
to  our  West-India  colonies,  with  a  field 
for  unlimited  extension;  whilst  our  im- 
ports admitted  to  consumption  from  those 
countries  did  not  amount  to  one-fourth 
the  value  of  our  exports.  The  petit ionera 
estimated  the  loss  to  the  revenue  and 
commerce  of  the  country  by  the  present 
restrictive  system,  by  bounties  actually 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  by  indirect  tax- 
ation, by  the  restraint  upon  the  consump- 
tion, and  upon  the  extension  of  commerce 
and  manufactures,  at  fully  5,000,000/. 
annually.  They  expressed  a  hope,  that 
whilst  the  House  was  legislating  for  the 
benefit  of  the  slaves  in  our  distant  colo- 
nies, it  would  also  consider  the  present 
condition  and  future  welfare  of  the  labour- 
ing population  at  home,  especially  the 
mariners,  and  those  of  the  manufacturing 
districts  who  were  mainly  dependeot  for 
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their  daily  bread  on  the  maintenance  and 
extension  of  our  foreign  commerce ;  and 
prayed  that  the  House  would  take  their 
petition  into  consideration,  and,  whatever 
compensation  might  be  granted  to  the 
colonists  for  the  manumission  of  their 
slaves,  or  for  any  other  of  their  rights  and 
privileges  which  they  now  possessed,  might 
be  a  direct,  full,  and  final  one. 

Cofonel  Williams,  in  supporting  the 
prayer  of  the  petition,  observed  that  the 
petitioners  had  stood  forward  to  complain 
of  a  great  national  grievance :  they  had 
too  long  truckled  to  the  colonies,  and  he 
thought  it  high  time  that  such  a  system 
should  be  put  an  end  to,  and  a  new  one 
begun.  He  had  voted,  it  was  true,  for 
the  grant  of  twenty  millions,  but  not  for 
the  purpose  of  compensation,  thinking  the 
parties  entitled  to  none,  but  in  order,  if 
possible,  to  settle  the  question  amicably. 

Mr.  Strickland  was  of  opinion,  that  all 
monopolies  ought  to  be  removed,  as  de- 
structive to  the  progress  of  commerce. 
Though  it  might  be  good  policy  to  grant 
the  twenty  millions,  he  thought  it  would 
be  much  more  than  would  be  wanted. 

Mr.  Buckingham  was  convinced  that 
one  of  the  causes  of  the  depression  of  the 
shipping  and  commercial  interests  of  this 
country  arose  from  the  excessive  imposts 
on  every  species  of  raw  produce  brought 
from  every  part  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Clay  wished  to  ask  the  noble  Lord 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a  ques- 
tion relative  to  the  declaration  he  had 
made  on  a  former  occasion  with  regard  to 
the  admission  of  foreign  sugars  for  the 
purpose  of  being  refined  and  exported. 
He  was  anxious  to  know  whether  Govern- 
ment was  prepared  to  carry  that  beneficial 
operation,  of  which  notice  had  been  given, 
into  immediate  execution,  or  whether  the 
sugar-refining  trade  of  this  country  was  to 
be  ruined  by  further  delay  ?  From  import- 
ant facts  which  had  come  to  his  know- 
ledge, he    could    state  that  orders  had 
been  received  in  town  for  the  machinery 
constructed  upon  new  principles,  for  ten 
re6ning  manufactories  upon    the  conti- 
nent;   and   if   the  refining    trade  were 
transferred  to  the  continent,  the  sugar 
refiners  here  would  have  an   additional 
difficulty  to  contend  with,  and  ho  much 
feared  it  would  be  impossible  to  retrieve 
the  evils  which  might  result. 

Lord  AHhorpt  in  answering  the  ques- 
tion, could  only  state  what  m  effect  be 
bad  laid  oa  a  former  Qccasion,    It  cer« 


tainly  was  his  opinion  thai  die 
for  preventing   foreign  sugar  _ 

finea  for  exportation  was  a  great  edl, 
while  it  ofiered  no  advantage  ta  tbe 
West-Indian  interest.  At  die  aame  tine, 
while  the  qaestion  of  the  Abditiaii  of 
Slavery  was  nnder  the  coeaideiatiun  af 
the  House,  it  would  not  be  daainribia  to 
open  the  matter.  He  was  qaile  aware  of 
the  disadvantages  of  delay^  aad  he  oea- 
sidered  that  the  refining  trade — h»  woald 
say  not  only  in  its  present  depresaedy  btct 
oppressed  state— <oald  not  nivch  longer 
remain,  at  all  events  not  bq^ond  the  cea- 
elusion  of  the  present  Sessioa  widioat 
relief.  He  thought  that  in  the  eaily  part 
of  next  Session,  the  whole  sobject*  oeght 
to  be  brought  before  the  House* 
Petition  laid  upon  the  Table.  - 

Apothecaries.]  Mr.  Hutt  presented 
a  Petition  from  medical  pmctitioiiefa  of 
Hull,  for  the  repeal  of  the  Apothecaries* 
Act. 

Mr.  Hill  said,  he  hoped  that,  as  die  law* 
yers  had  given  up  the  pedantry  of  writing 
Latin,  the  physicians  would  condescend  to 
give  their  prescriptions  in  plain  EngNsb, 
which  would^  perhaps,  be  the  means  of  pve- 
ven  ting  some  accidents.  He  rose,  however, 
for  the  purpose  of  respectfully  suggesting 
to  the  hon.  Secretary  who  brought  in  the 
Bill  the  propriety  of  taking  care,  that  the 
interests  of  the  provincial  schools  of  medi* 
cine  and  surgery  in  England  were  duly 
attended  to  in  his  Bill.  Many  of  diem 
were  of  high  repute,  and  well  they  deserved 
it.  He  hoped  their  certificates  wonUi  be 
allowed  to  have  their  due  weight  in  the 
new  Act.  It  was  of  great  impottaaoe  that 
young  men  should  obtain  a  good  edaca- 
tion  at  home,  and  not  be  sent  too  young 
to  the  metropolis ;  a  source  of  great  ex« 
pense  to  their  parents,  and  of  danger  to 
themselves. 

Mr.  Rutkoen  hoped  some  steps  woald 
be  taken,  in  bringing  forward  the  new 
Apothecaries'  Act,  to  secure  the  pablk* 
against  danger  from  die  inoompeiescy 
of  medical  apprentices  to  read  prescrip- 
tions. 

Mr.  Brhtsoe  trasted  that  the  Apodie« 
caries'  Bill  would  be  referred  to  a  Gom« 
mittee;  that  certainly  no  step  wonM  be 
taken  to  repeal  the  present  law  respectiag 
apothecaries,  except  on  the  foUest  raform- 
ation  as  to  its  utility  and  necessity.  It 
was  of  the  highest  importance  that  the 

poor  and  otitis  sboald  be  prolccied 
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agmmst  ignorant  pretenders  to   skill    in 
incdicine* 

Mr.  Baldwin  complained  that  the  pro* 
posed  Bill  for  amending  the  Apothecaries' 
Act  did  not  contemplate  givmg  to  the 
MembeiB  of  the  English  and  Irish  colleges 
the  name  privileges  it  was  intended  to  con* 
for  on  die  gradnates  of  two  or  three  of  the 
Scotch  Unmrsities. 

Mr.  Hughes  added  his  testimony  to 
that  of  his  hon.  frirad  as  to  the  necessity 
of  referring  the  subject  to  a  Select  Com* 
miUee,  to  which  he  hoped  the  hon.  Secre* 
tary  would  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  Howes  was  of  opinion,  from  the 
Gommonication  he  had  had  wilh  many 
respectable  practitioners,  that  the  subject 
ought  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee.  It 
was  necessary  that  the  poor  should  be 
guarded  from  the  practices  of  ignorant 
practitioners,  as  it  was  the  poor  who 
suffered  by  that  ignorance,  and  not  the 
rich*,  who  could  afford  to  get  the  best  and 
most  talented  advice. 

Mr.  Lamb  admitted  the  importance  of 
the  question,  and  the  necessity  of  not  pro* 
ceeding  without  the  amplest  information, 
but  declared,  that  he  considered  the  privi* 
leges  at  present  enjoyed  by  the  Company 
of  Apothecaries  were  of  an  injurious  and 
too  extensive  a  character.  Although  he 
introduced  the  Bill,  he  was  not  pledged  to 
all  the  details,  and  indeed  he  had  deferred 
it,  partly  that  time  might  be  eiven  to 
render  it  as  effectual  as  possible.  He 
thought  that,  under  the  present  system 
there  was  a  very  injurious  monopoly,  and 
that  some  regulations  should  be  made  as 
to  the  mode  and  period  of  apprenticeship. 
Under  ignorant  practitioners  the  ap* 
prentices  only  learned  bad  Latin.  He 
should  have  no  objection  to  the  appoint* 
ment  of  a  Committee  to  consider  the  de* 
tails  of  the  Bill ;  but  he  could  not  consent 
to  refer  so  large  a  subject  as  the  whole 
study  of  medicine  and  quackery  to  the 
sane  tribunal.  It  was  his  intention  to 
proceed  with  the  Bill  this  Session, 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


Poor  Law  Commissioners.]  Mr. 
Hwrsi  presented  a  Petition  from  Horsham, 
conplaming  of  the  misrepresentations  of 
the  Poor  Laws  Commissioners  in  their 
description  of  the  efiiect  of  the  rates  there 
in  consequence  of  the  riotous  proceedings 
of  1830,  Stc.  They  prayed  that  such 
description  be  expungcxi  as  of  injurious 
temkocf  to  the  character  of  the  neigh- 


beurhood.  He  had  deemed  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  present  this  petition,  and  under 
all  the  circumstances,  he  trusted,  that  the 
Commissioners,  who  could  only  desire  to 
do  what  was  fiiir  and  right,  would  conde- 
scend to  review  this  part  of  their  report. 
The  evidence  was  collected  at  a  period  of 
considerable  excitement,  in  November 
last,  when  the  general  election  was  influ- 
encing the  country.  The  evidence  on 
which  the  Commissioners'  representations 
were  made  was  disputed ;  and  such  being 
the  fact,  and  feeling  assured  that  the 
Commissioners  could  only  desire  to  do 
what  was  right,  he  should  not  at  present 
submit  any  motion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Fergus  O'Connor  trusted  the  Re- 
port would  not  now  be  looked  upon  as  a 
good  authority,  and  cited  against  the  in- 
troduction of  Poor-laws  into  Ireland. 

Major  Bmuekrk  supported  the  peti- 
tion. The  Commissionen  had  refused 
to  make  any  reparation,  though  asked  in 
the  most  gentlemanly  way  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Lmnb  could  not  say  anything  as  to 
the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  allegations  in 
the  petition,  but  vindicated  generally  the 
conduct  of  the  Commissioners.  In  so 
many  inquiries  mistakes  were  to  be  ex- 
pected; certainly  they  could  hardly  be 
avoided. 

Petition  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Factories  Bill.]  Lord  Ashley  moved 
the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Factories  Bill. 

Lord  Alihorp  would  not  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  as  he  con- 
sidered it  necessary  to  put  some  restric- 
tions on  the  labour  of  children.  The 
Report  of  the  Commissioners,  however, 
was  not  yet  ready  to  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House.  It  would  be  ready 
next  week,  and  might  be  considered  when 
the  House  was  in  Committee  on  the  Bill* 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners, 
with  respect  to  the  Noble  Lord's  Bill,  that 
some  of  its  clauses  went  further  than  was 
necessary,  and  some  of  them  did  not  go 
far  enough. 

Lord  Ashley  understood,  that  the  princi« 
pie  of  the  Bill  was  conceded  by  the  noble 
Lord ;  but  he  would  like  to  know  how  far 
the  concession  extended. 

Lord  Althorp:  As  fiir  as  it  related  to 
children ;  for  what  he  meant  was,  to  pro* 
hibit  children  under  fourteen  years  of  age, 
by  regulations,  as  to  the  time  of  labour* 

The  aoblc  Loid  must  be  awwt  thai  b« 
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was  tpeakmg  ibe  dpinidn  of  the  Com- 
miMioners  when  b«  talked  of  extending 
the  principle  to  children  under  fourteen 
jears  of  ag^e;  and  the  Commiastoners  alto 
advited  that  the  time  of  labour  should  be 
restricled  to  eight  hours  instead  of  ten. 
He  repeated,  that  he  did  not  object  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  When  they 
bad  gone  into  Committee  on  the  Bill, 
there  wdre  provisions  which  he  might 
object  to. 

Lord  AahUp  hoped  that  the  noble  Lord 
would  not  limit  the  principle  of  the  Bill  to 
children  under  fourteen  years  of  af2;e,  but 
in  Committee  would  go  further.  For  his 
own  part,  he  felt  the  strongest  desire  to 
conciliate  all  parties  opposed  to  the  Bill, 
as  far  as  that  could  be  done  without  giving 
up  its  principlesf  and  in  Committee  he 
should  be  ready  to  withdraw  those  claotes 
which  might  be  found  most  obnoxious. 
He  trusted,  however,  to  be  able  to  im- 
prove the  Bill;  and  hia  great  object  was, 
to  gain  the  support  of  each  party.  He 
trusted  the  noble  Lord  would  not  only 
consent  to  have  the  evidence  of  the  Com- 
■aissioners  laid  on  the  Table,  but  to  have 
it  printed  and  circulated  as  speedily  as 
possible.  He  begged  the  noble  Lord  to 
permit  him  to  say,  that  he  objected  to  the 
way  in  which  evidence  had  been  obtained 
from  witnesses  in  this  matter.  He  had 
received  several  letters — among  others, 
one  from  Scotland  that  day— all  expres- 
tve  of  dissatisfaction  as  to  the  method  the 
Commissioners*  pursued  in  obtaining  evi- 
dence. As  little  time  as  possible  should 
be  lost  in  producing  tlie  evidence,  if  the 
noble  Lord  wished  the  Bill  to  pass  that 
Session. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 
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Church  Temforalities  (Ireland) 
Bill.]  Lord  Althorp  moved  the  reading 
of  the  Order  of  the  Day  on  this  BilL 

Colonel  Wood  presented  a  Petition 
against  the  Bill,  from  the  Archdeacon 
and  Clergy  of  Brecknock. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  was  then  read,  and 
the  House,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Althorp, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the 
Church  Temporalities  (Ireland)  Bill. 

On  Clause  24,  which  provides  that  if 
the  incumbent  should  die  before  sale-day, 
or  be  lawfully  evicted,  translated,  or  pro- 
moted* the  tax  should  be  apportioned, 
being  read, 

Mr.  Gortn^  rose  to  move  the  Amend- 
wn%  of  wbiob  be  bad  given  nvtico  against 


transtatioosy  and  in  doing'  Be»  said,  ht 
would  not  have  ventured  to  addniaa  the 
Committee*  in  the  bourse  of  Um  ftopoilsst 
subject  they  were  discussing*  hmd  be  not 
felt  constrained  by  Chriatiaa  diHy  to  take 
the  first  opporUmity  of  Miggestin^  to  the 
assembled  Repteseotatives  of  Um  Untied 
Kingdom,  the  propriety  and  neceeaiiy  ef 
restoring,  as  far  as  possible,  to  it*  tMsniiin 
purity,  the  fount  and  sources  of  discipline 
to  the  Church :  an  abuse  which  had  ex> 
isted  for  centuries.  When  once  ackmiw* 
lodged,  in  his  opinion,  the  length  of  tine 
it  had  existed,  only  increased  the  impers- 
tive  duty  of  immediately  putting  a  stop  to 
it.  The  system  of  translation  of  the 
Bishopsi  which  commenced  iu  the  fourth 
century,  at  the  instance  of  the  moat  venal 
courtier,  the  most  corrupt  and  tirae^aerviaf 
churchman  that  ever  existed,  was,  at  its 
comroenoement,  declared  by  the  canons  of 
several  councils  contrary  to  Scripture,  and 
to  the  interests  of  the  Church.  Not  with* 
standing  which,  of  such  consequeoce  was 
it  to  the  filling  Roman  empire  to  make 
the  Church  an  engine  and  tool  of  state 
(for  which  no  more  effectual  means  could 
ever  be  devised  than  this  system  of  trausla* 
tion)  that  although  thus  denounced  by  the 
zealous  and  pious  fathers  of  the  time,  it 
gradually  became  a  subsUintiated  preroga- 
tive  and  universal.  No  one  was  more 
anxious  than  he  was  to  support  every  just 
prerogative  of  the  Crown,  but  the  com- 
mands of  Christian  duty  and  the  interests 
of  the  Church  must  surmount  every  other 
sentiment.  He  trusted  his  Majesty*s  ad- 
visers would  consider,  that  the  exercise  of 
this  power  was  entirely  unnecessary  to  pre- 
serve the  alliance  between  Church  and 
State,  or  for  any  other  ooastitatioaal 
purpose,  and  that  the  concesaioa  of  it 
would  be  of  great  advantage  both  to  the 
Church  and  the  Monarchy.  He  could  not 
but  deprecate  a  system  which  rendered 
the  hierarchy  the  slaves  of  courtly  favour, 
which  made  those  who,  to  use  tba  aasar- 
tions  contained  in  the  apology  of  Ter- 
tullian,  '<  are  dead  to  all  ideas  of  worklly 
honour  and  dignity,  to  whom  nothing  was 
more  foreign  than  political  oonoems/'  the 
subservient  tools  of  faction,  the  raemban 
of  intrigue  and  cabal.  He  trasled  that 
the  Committee  would  feeK  that  il  was  no 
longer  right  that  the  Bishops  ahouhl 
'*  stand  in  the  gap  and  trade  of  mova  pre- 
ferments.** Must  not  political  and  iotet- 
ested  motives  intervene  and  dull  the 
sooae  of  roligion  io  tb9ie  wbo^  piofiiiipg 
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seal  for  the  doctrioen  of  grace,  ought  to 
enhibic  eiimples  of  purity  in  their  livee  ? 
Two  different  cheracleiB  were  offered  for 
the  omaletioii  of  e?ery  Biehop — the  one 
of  proud  tmbition  end  oalenUitioofl  dig- 
nity^^the  other  of  humble  neeknf  st  and 
of  lealous  piety.  He  wished  to  aee  the 
Biehope  deprtt ed  of  temptationa  to  avarice 
and  atbbitioD* 

"  Nam  qntt  reverentit  legAm, 
Quit  matui  atit  ptidor,  est  unqoatn  pfopenuitis 
•vari." 

Tb  restore  and  maintain  the  respectability 
of  the  establishment  in  the  eyes  of  the 
nation,  to  advance  the  interests  of  that 
Church  of  which  he  was  a  member,  he 
felt  it  his^  duty  to  bring  before  the  Com- 
mittee a  system  in  his  opinion  so  hostile 
to  its  interests,  and  contrary  to  any  in- 
structions to  be  found  either  in  Scripture 
or  the  fathers.  He  did  not  think  any  one 
abuse  so  ioiurious  to  the  Church  as  this, 
which  rendered  impure  the  source  fi*om 
which  its  discipline  and  government  should 
be  derived.  It  was  not  sufficient  that 
the  lord  of  a  household  appointed  his  work- 
men what  they  should  do,  if  the  surveyors 
and  unper  workmen  see  not  that  they  do 
it.  Who  could  maintain,  that  the  Bishops 
of  our  smaller  sees,  during  the  short  time 
they  were  made  the  stepping-stone  to 
higher  honour,  had  it  in  their  power  to 
make  themselves  so  far  acquainted  with 
the  clergy  of  their  diocess,  as  was  con- 
sistent with  the  episcopal  duty  of  instruct- 
ing aa  well  as  governing  those  who  were 
subordinate  to  them  ?    it  was, 

Bat  this  was  not  the  Only  injury;  the 
groateet  tajury  produced  by  the  system, 
in  his  opinion,  was  the  sense  it  gave  the 
people,  that  the  Bishops  prized  their  own 
advaaeament  and  glory  more  than  the 
salvation  of  their  flocks.  However  pure 
his  motives  might  be,  a  translated  Bishop 
must  ever  be  obnoxious  to  tliis  suspicion. 
If  Uie  Bench  of  Bishops  wished  to  restore 
themselves  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation,  they 
most  show,  that  they  were  not  actuated  by 
worldly  motives-^that  they  did  not  make 
their  office  a  secular  calHng-*-that  their 
principles  were  sincere^  and  that  ihey  did 
all  to  the  glory  of  our  great  master.  If 
servility  wera  perceived  in  them,  if  a 
wteiehed  desire  to  obtain  by  courtly  flat- 
tery«  or  unseemly  means,  accumulation  of 
wealth,  if  they  sacrifieed  political  integrity 
ftw  Immm  of  advaaceoient,  who  oould  re- 


gard them  as  the  governors  and  fathers  of 
the  Church  ?  *^  Quem  murum  integritalts 
at  vallum  providebimos,  si  aurt  saora  fames 
in  penetralia  veneranda  prostfrpat,  quid 
denique  cautum  esse  poterit,  aut  securom, 
si  sanctitas  incorrupta  corrumpatur  cesset 
altaribus  imminere  profanus  ardor  avaritim 
et  k  sacris  adytis  repellatur  piaeolure  flagi* 
tium  ?  Itaque  castus  et  homilis  nostris 
temporibus  eligatur  episeopust  ut  que- 
cunque  locorum  pervenerit  omnia  vital 
proprim  integritate  puriHcet,  nee  pretio 
sed  precibus  ordinetur  antistes."  He  felt 
a  restoration,  as  far  aa  possible,  to  primi- 
tive discipline  was,  to  the  Church,  abso* 
lutely  necessary,  to  that  discipline  origin- 
ally designed  to  beget  and  nourish  religion 
and  virtue,  in  order  to  stifle  modern  follies 
and  fancies,  to  reclaim  an  erring  and 
degenerate  age.  He  trusted,  that  from 
the  support  he  should  that  night  meet 
with,  henceforth  a  Bishop  when  appointed 
might  be  tempted  to  no  other  feeling  than 
this — '*  Farewell  all  hopes  of  oourt,  my 
hopes  In  heaven  do  dwell.*'  The  hon. 
Member  concluded  by  moving — **  That 
the  words  *•  translated  and  promoted '  ba 
omitted.  He  would  afterwards  propose 
the  insertion  of  a  clatise  to  prevent  the 
future  tranalation  of  Archbishops  or  Bi- 
shops in  Ireland  to  any  vacant  see,  pro- 
viding that  the  said  clause  shall  not  im- 
pede the  uniting  of  sees  aooording  to  the 
provisions  of  the  said  Act." 

Mr.  Stanley  sakl,  he  believed  that  one 
of  the  ordinances  of  the  Church  was,  that 
no  person  should  preach  a  sermon  unless 
in  sacerdotal  costume,  which  he  thought 
the  boo.  Gentleman  had  transgressed.  He 
waa  surprised  too,  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  object  so  much  to  transla- 
tion and  yet  use  languge,  that  compelled 
the  House  to  adopt  it.  Much  of  the  hon. 
Creotleman's  speech  required  translation. 
He  would  seriously  put  it  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, whether  this  was  a  fitting  occasion  to 
introduce  the  discussion  ofsuoh  an  import- 
ant subiect?  He  was  in  some  respects 
disposed  to  agree  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber as  to  the  injurious  effects  of 
translations.  Thinking  that  the  practioe 
of  translating  a  Bishop  from  one  diooesa 
to  another,  thus  dissevering  htm  from  the 
acquaintances  which  he  had  finrmed  in  the 
one,  and  compelling  him  to  make  new 
ones  ia  the  other,  and  in  that  way  4ml* 
nishing  to  a  great  extent  his  means  of 
general  utility,  was  a  practice  that  as  faf 
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abolished.  But  as  long  as  the  dioceses 
remained  as  they  were,  different  in  extent 
and  value,  it  would  be  impossible  altoge- 
Uier  to  abolish  translation,  as  it  would  be 
obviously  inexpedient  and  unjust  to  confine 
a  Bishop  of  great  learning,  talents,  and 
acquirements  to  a  small  diocess  where  he 
might  have  first  distinguished  himself, 
instead  of  transferring  him  to  a  more 
enlarged  sphere  of  action  and  utility. 
This,  however^  was  not  the  proper  oppor- 
tunity, as  he  had  said  before,  for  discussing 
such  an  important  subject.  Besides,  the 
amendment  which  the  hon.  Member  pro- 
posed would  not  eiTect  the  object  which 
he  had  in  view.  At  the  present  moment 
translations  and  promotions  were  legal, 
and  all  the  change  which  the  present 
clause  in  the  Bill  introduced  into  the  law 
was,  that  the  proposed  tax  should  be 
apportioned  between  the  individual  who 
was  removed  from  the  incumbency  either 
by  death,  translation,  or  promotion,  and 
his  successor.  There  could  not,  surely,  be 
a  more  unfavourable  opportunity  for  dis- 
cussing the  subject  of  translations  than 
when  it  was  proposed  to  impose  a  tax 
upon  those  who  were -thus  removed.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  hon.  Member 
would  withdraw  his  Amendment.  He 
might  hereafter  bring  forward  a  substan- 
tife  Motion  for  the  abolition  of  translations 
altogether,  though  he  (Mr.  Stanley)  did 
not  think  that  Parliament  was  prepared 
at  the  present  moment  to  agree  with  the 
hon.  Member. 

Mr.  Shaw  meant  when  they  came  to 
the  clause  for  the  reduction  oCthe  number 
of  Bishops  to  propose  as  an  Amendment, 
that  the  revenues  of  the  difiereat  Bishop- 
rics in  Ireland  should  be  reduced  to  the 
same  amount  which  would  render  transla- 
tions unlikely,  and  do  away  with  the 
necessity  of  such  a  proposition  as  the  pre- 
sent. 

Mr.  Charles  BuUer  said,  that  as  the 
measure  was  extremely  likely  to  encounter 
considerable  opposition  in  another  place, 
they  should  introduce  into  it  every  clause 
that  was  calculated  to  give  it  a  popular 
character,  with  a  view,  if  possible,  to 
secure  its  success.  Now,  as  the  system  of 
translations  was  one  with  regard  to  which 
the  public  entertained  a  strong  opinion, and 
as  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  evils 
which  arose  from  that  practice,  he  should 
give  his  cordial  support  to  the  present 
Amendment* 
•  Mr.  Secretary  Stanlejf  saidi  that  the  hon. 


Member  who  had  just  spoken  had  assigned 
a  most  extraordinary  reason  for  8upfK>rting 
this  Amendment.  He  stated,  that  this  mea- 
sure was  likely  to  encounter  great  opposi- 
tion in  another  place,  and  upon  that 
ground  he  recommended  that  tbey  sboald 
introduce  as  many  debatable  points  as 
possible  into  it.  The  hon.  Member  said, 
it  was  necessary  to  render  it  popular,  b 
order  to  secure  the  support  of  the  people 
for  it.  If  in  its  present  shape  it  did  not 
merit  that  support,  it  should  at  once  be 
rejected  by  the  House.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber recommended  them  to  take  a  most 
dangerous  course  for  the  country.  Even 
if  the  present  Amendment  were  adopted, 
it  would  not  do  away  with  the  practice 
of  translations.  The  only  alteration  it 
would  effect  in  the  Bill  would  be,  that  the 
proposed  tax  would  not  apply  to  Bishop- 
rics vacant  in  consequence  of  translation, 
and  the  question  of  the  legality,  propriety, 
and  expediency  of  translations, would  not  be 
affected,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  the 
adoption  of  such  an  Amendment. 

Mr.  Briscoe  said,  that  the  practice  of 
translations  was  injurious  both  to  the 
interests  of  religion  and  of  the  Church, 
but  this  was  not  the  proper  opportunity 
to  discuss  such  a  subject. 

Mr.  Jervis  said,  that  the  only  object 
which  would  be  affected  by  the  adoption 
of  the  proposition  would  be  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  technical  Amendment  into  the 
Bill.  If  the  practice  of  translations  was 
to  be  abolished,  the  abolition  should  be 
effected  upon  a  broad  principle,  equally 
applicable  to  the  churches  in  both  coun- 
tries. 

Mr.  Goring  said,  that  if  they  were  to 
come  into  a  collision  with  the  other  House 
on  this  measure,  as  it  was  reported  would 
be  the  case,  they  should  make  it  as  good 
and  as  popular  a  measure  as  possible,  in 
order  that  the  people  might  see,  that  their 
interests  were  consulted  in  that  House, 
and  were  not  consulted  in  the  other  House 
of  Parliament.  In  deference,  however, 
to  the  opinion  of  the  House,  he  would 
withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Clauses  25,  26,  and  27  were  then 
severally  agreed  to. 

On  Clause  28  being  put, 

Mr.  Goring  moved  the  addition  at  the 
termination  of  the  clause,  of  an  Amend- 
ment, to  the  effect  to  prevent  the  future 
translation  of  Archbishops  or  Bishops  m 
Ireland  to  any  vacant  see. 

Dr.  Lushingion  hoped  the  hon,  M^ber 
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who  had  proposed   this  addition  to  the 
clause  woo  id  not  proceed  to  a  division. 
The  question  whether  or  not  the  system 
of  translation  in  church  preferment,  which 
had  heen  practised  for  so  long  a  period, 
should  or  should  not  he  continued,  was 
one  of  vast  importance,  and  he  conceived 
that  nothing  could  he  more  inconvenient 
than  at  the  present  sta^e  of  this  Bill,  and 
oil  a  proposition  suggested  by  way  of  rider 
to  one  of  its  clauses,  to  enter  into  the 
discussion  of  so  great  and  so  important  a 
question.    It  was  impossible  to  dispose  of 
such  a  question  by  so  simple  and  unde- 
fined a  course  as  had  now  been  submitted 
to    the   Committee;   indeed,  before   the 
Legislature  could  interfere  in  this  respect, 
the  Churches  of  England  and  of  Ireland 
must   be  put    upon    the    same   footing, 
and  at  this  period  of  the  Session  it  was 
impossible  that  this  great  and  important 
subject  could  be  disposed  of  or  decided 
with  any  adequate  prudence  or  consider- 
ation*   He  would  not  hesitate  to  admit, 
that  he  thought  some  provision  ought  to 
be  made  in  order  to  make  translations  in 
the  Church  less  frequent,  but  he  must  ask 
the  Committee  if  it  was  practicable,  by  a 
summary  proposition  of   the  kind   now 
before  it,  that  this  could  be  well  or  prac- 
ticably effected  ?    In  many  cases  he  felt 
it  would  be  advantageous  to  the  Church, 
that  translations  should  take  place;  for 
suppose  a  man  of  great  learning  and  piety 
were  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  and  a  vacancy 
occurred  in  a  larger  see,  would  it  not  be 
right,  he  would  ask,  that  the  sphere  of 
such  a  man's  jurisdiction  should   be  ex- 
tended to  the  larger  see?      The  system 
undoubtedly  called  for  some  amelioration, 
but  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  not 
be  hurried  into  so  important  a  consider- 
ation; on  the  contrary,  he  trusted  they 
would  agree  with  him  in  thinking  that 
such  an  amelioration  could  only  be  pro- 
perly the    result   of  calm  and  prudent 
deliberation.     He  regretted  to  hear  ex- 
pressions as  to  the  anticipations  of  results 
in  another  place,  and  that  mention  should 
be  made  of  collisions.     He  was  himself 
desirous  for  conciliation  rather  than  colli- 
sion, and  therefore  be  had  every  anxiety 
to  render  this  Bill  palatable  to  others, 
who  might  have  to  decide  upon  its  merits, 
instead  of  including  amongst  its  provisions 
matter  that  was  at  variance  with  its  gene- 
ral contents,  and  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  producing  that  collision  which 
be,  in  common  with  every  man  having  an 


interest  in  the  welfare  of  bis  country,  must 
deprecate  and  ought  to  endeavour  to 
avoid.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  consent  to  withdraw  the  Amend- 
ment. He  must  say,  in  reference  to 
the  collision  which  had  been  anticipated, 
that  in  his  humble  judgment  it  was  all 
but  unconstitutional  to  attempt  to  fore- 
tel  what  might  occur  in  another  place 
as  to  the  result  of  ihis  or  any  other  mea- 
sure. 

The  Chairman  said,  that  before  he  put 
the  Amendment  proposed  by  the  hon. 
member  forSboreham,  he  must  &rst  inquire 
from  the  Committee  whether  the  Amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  hon.  member 
for  Shoreham  could,  according  to  the 
recital  of  the  Bill,  be  properly  entertained. 

Mr.  Young  hoped  the  Committee  would 
not  at  present  be  called  upon  to  express 
an  opinion  in  this  respect,  but  that  the 
hon.  member  for  Shoreham  would  with- 
draw his  Amendment  in  order  to  propose 
it  at  a  more  fitting  opportunity,  when  it 
should  have  his  (Mr.  Young's)  complete 
support. 

Mr.  Goring  withdrew  the  Amendment, 
and  the  clause  was  agreed  to. 

On  Clause  32  being  proposed, 

Mr.  Halcomhe  saia:  I  rise  to  propose 
that  the  preamble  to  this  clause  be  omitted. 
It  recites,  that  "his  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  signify,  that  he  has  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  Parliament  his  interest 
in  the  temporalities  and  custody  thereof 
of  the  several  bishoprics,  and  arch- 
bishoprics, mentioned  in  this  act,  and 
the  schedule  (B)  thereto  annexed" — and 
I  object  to  this  recital,  not  only  as  highly 
objectionable  upon  constitutional  grounds, 
but  as  wholly  unnecessary  and  mischievous, 
as  throwing  all  the  odium  of  originating 
this  measure  of  spoliation  of  the  Irish 
Church  upon  his  Majesty.  Sir,  I  very 
much  regret  that,  being  misled  by  the 
arrangements  for  this  evening's  proceed- 
ings, I  was  not  here  in  time  to  move 
the  Resolutions  of  which  I  had  given 
notice  for  this  evening,  touching  his  Ma- 
jesty's message  to  this  House,  which  is 
recited  in  this  preamble.  In  point  of 
form,  it  is  contrary  to  all  precedent  of 
parliamentary  usage  that  this  message  has 
been  brought  down  verbally  to  this  House. 
I  find  it  stated  in  Mr.  Hatsell's  precedents, 
that,  except  in  matters  personal  to  any 
Member  of^  this  House  ( in  which  cases  a 
verbal  message  is  adopted),  the  invariable 
rule  is,  that  the  message  from  the  Ccowti 
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should  be  in  writing,  under  the  royal  sign 
manual,  and  communicated  to  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  at  the  same  time — and  there 
are  many  instances  of  the  jealous  in- 
terference of  the  other  House  if  this  course 
19  not  pursued.  But  I  object  now  to  this 
message  in  point  of  substance.  His  Ma* 
jesty  is  here  made  to  surrender  his  interest 
in  the  temporalities  of  the  bishoprics  pro- 
posed to  be  suppressed,  to  the  unlimited 
disposal  of  Parliament — not  even  restricted 
to  be  applied  to  ecclesiastical  purposes; 
and  again,  his  Majesty  does  not  surrender 
for  himself  and  his  successors,  but  only 
his  own  personal  interests.  And  what 
are  they  in  the  temporalities  of  any  one  of 
these  Bishops,  who  may  happen  to  survive 
the  Crown?  Clearly  nothing.  But  I 
deny,  that  the  Crown  has  auY  beneficial 
interest  in  the  teaiporalities  of  the  Estab- 
lished Church — at  least  with  the  exception 
that,  on  the  death  of  each  Bishop  the 
King  is  entitled,  by  his  prerogative,  to  the 
Bishop's  palfrey,  his  bason  and  ewer,  and 
his  kennel  of  hounds.  And  these  are  to 
be  compounded  for  in  the  Exchequer. 
This  stands  upon  the  authority  of  Lord 
Coke,  and  other  ancient  writers,  cited 
in  Mr.  Chitty's  recent  treatise  of  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Crown ;  but,  **expre8sio 
utdus  ett  excluiio  alieriiia'*  and  from  this 
statement  of  the  rights  which  do  belong  to 
the  prerogative  beneficially,  we  infer  the 
exclusion  of  all  others.  The  King,  indeed, 
also  presents  to  benefices  which  may  fall 
vacant  before  the  see  is  filled  up.  Of  the 
temporalities,  the  lands  and  property  of 
the  Bishops,  the  King  is  merely  the 
p[uanlian  during  vacancy,  and  accounts 
ibr  the  profits  to  the  successor.  This 
is  clearly  both  the  law  and  usage  at 
the  present  day.  There  have,  indeed, 
been  many  instances  of  the  Crown  in 
ancient  times  taking  possession  of  the 
Bishops*  temporalities,  and  enjoying  or 
committing  waste  upon  them;  hut  this 
has  been  forbidden  by  many  statutes,  as 
1  Edward  3rd,  s.  2,  c.  2  l4;  Edward 
3rd,  s.  4,  e.  3  ;  and  26  Edward  3rd,  s.  3, 
c.  6 ;  and  the«e  statutes  clearly  negative 
the  right  of  the  Crown.  I  find,  also,  in 
Matthew  Paris,  that  King  Henry  1st 
granted  a  charter  at  the  beginning  of  his 
reign,  promising  neither  to  sell,  nor  let 
to  farm,  nor  tuke  anything  from  the  do- 
mains of  the  Church  till  the  successor  was 
appointed.  And  it  was  made  one  of  the 
articles  of  the  great  charter  in  9  Henry 
3rd,  that  no  waste  should  be  made  In  the 


temporalities  of  bishoprics,  neither  AoM 
the  custody  of  them  be  sold.  And  iodeed 
all  the  authorities  which  I  have  eonsntte^ 
established  the  same  proposition,  thmt  the 
interest  of  the  King  is  merely  a  barret 
trusteeship  as  guardian  pro  tempore  of  the 
temporalities.  But  if  this  be  so,  how  eae 
the  surrender  of  this  interest  be  made,  as 
it  is  by  this  clause,  the  foundation  of  xht 
Legislature  interfering  to  sup|»rGSs  tin 
bishoprics,  of  which  the  temporalities  are 
surrendered,  and  seizing  the  fee^sinple  ti 
their  estates  ?  It  may  be  called  what  yot 
will,  but  it  is  direct  and  unjusttfiablf 
spoliation,  and  a  most  dangerous  prece> 
dent  for  Ihe  English  Church,  and  everv 
right  of  private  property  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  It  should  not  be  fbrgottei 
that  the  Established  Church  in  this  coun- 
try is  recognised  by  our  Constitution  as  t 
distinct  estate  of  this  realm.  In  LoM 
Coke's  4th  Institute,  treating  of  the  High 
Court  of  Parliament,  he  sava:  *'Thts 
Court  consisteth  of  the  Kiag'a  Majesty, 
sitting  there  as  in  his  royal  politic  capacity, 
aiid  of  the  three  estate^  of  the  realm,  vti: 

1.  The  Lords  spiritual,  being  the  Arch- 
bishops  and  Bishops,  who,  when  any  Par- 
liament is  holden,  ought,  '  ea;  dehtto 
justitias^  to  have  a  writ  of  summons; 

2.  The  Lords  temporal;  and  3.  The  Com- 
mons." And  this  I  cite,  merely  obaoving 
that  the  vulgar  error,  which  eonsiden  the 
three  estates  to  consist  of  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  is  unfounded.  It  is  further  do 
less  clear,  that  the  clergy,  by  the  Consti* 
tution  of  this  country,  have  always  beea 
recognised  as  an  independent  body  under 
the  King,  as  their  supreme  head,  meeting 
in  convocation  for  tneir  own  government 
and  discipline ;  and  taxing  themselves  to- 
wards the  necessities  of  the  State  gene- 
rally, be  it  observed,  in  a  larger  proportion 
than  was  paid  by  the  laity.  I  hav«  here 
a  full  record  of  the  proceedings  in  con- 
vocation, so  late  as  the  27th  Elisabeth, 
which  I  have  extracted  from  Bishop  Gib- 
son's *'  Codex*' — and  indeed  there  can  be 
no  dispute  that  the  dergv  in  convocatioa 
taxed  their  own  body.  I  have  also  found 
a  writ  in  the  register,  which  every  lawyM' 
knows  isof  the  highest  authority,  and  which 
writ  every  clergyman  whose  lands  should 
be  distrained  upon  for  any  tax,  had  t 
right  to  sue  out  for  his  protection.  This 
writ  is  addressed  to  the  BheriflT,  command- 
ing him  not  to  distrain ;  and  reciting  thst 
it  is  by  the  custom  of  Bnglnnd  that  er- 
clesiastical  property  is  not  subject  to  be 
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taxed,  except  by  the  clergy.  Such,  then, 
being  the  lespective  interests  of  the  Crown 
and  the  clergy,  I  most  strongly  object  to 
the  pfeamble  of  this  clause  upon  most 
consfitutionai  ground,  that  this  surrender 
by  his  Majesty,  and  his  supposed  ultimate 
assent  to  this  BiU,  are  in  direct  and  posi- 
tive violation  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
Coronation  Oath.  I  am  aware  that  this 
subject  has  before  been  discussed  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  on  occasion  of  the 
passing  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Relief  Bill, 
and  very  recently,  since  I  gave  notice  of 
my  resolutions,  by  one  of  which  I  pro- 
posed to  raise  this  question,  it  has  been 
re-asserted  by  the  noble  Earl  at  the  head 
of  his  Majesty's  Government  in  another 

Klace,  that  the  Coronation  Oath  binds  his 
lajesty  only  in  his  executive,  but  not  in 
his  legislative  capacity.  This  proposition 
I  totally  deny.  I  believe,  that  in  former 
debates  in  this  House  the  subject  has 
never  been  fully  considered,  and  I  trust 
that  a  struggle — a  fair  but  firm  struggle — 
in  argument,  will  yet  be  made  ere  so  mon- 
strous a  proposition  shall  receive  the  de- 
'  liberate  sanction  of  Parliament.  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  whole  liberties 
of  ibis  country  hing^  upon  it — it  lies  at 
the  very  root  of  our  Constitotion,  and  it  is 
evident,  that  all  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people  may  be  uprooted  and  destroyed 
by  the  Crown  and  the  Parliament,  if  this 
construction  of  the  oath  shall  prevail.  It 
is  placed,  I  know,  upon  the  words  "  or 
shall"  being  introduced  into  that  part  of 
the  Oath  where  the  King  swears  to  **  pre- 
serve to  the  Bishops  and  Churches  all 
such  rights  as  do  or  shall  appertain  to 
them'* — and  hence  it  is  said,  that  the  King 
may  join  with  the  two.  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment in  destroying  all,  or  the  greater 
portion  of  such  rights  as  do  belong  to  the 
clergy;  and  then  if  in  his  executive  ca- 
pscity  he  preserves  to  the  Church  the 
remnant,  or  the  npthing  which  is  left,  he 
thereby  fulfils  his  obligation,  which  was 
but  in  the  alternative,  that  he  should 
preserve  all  which  then  shall  belong  to 
them,  after  the  Legislature  has  deprived 
them  of  the  rest.  But,  can  this  be  satis- 
factory to  men  of  common  sense?  At 
least  there  are  two  ways  of  reading  this 
part  of  the  oath ;  and  as  it  would  evidently 
not  be  enough  for  the  Monarch  to  engage 
to  preserve  what  rights  the  clergy  pos- 
sessed at  tlie  time  of  imposing  the  oath, 
without  extending  Wtf*  engagement  to  such 
fights  alio  as  might  be  afterwards  ac- 


quired, hence  arose,  I  apprehend,  the  ad- 
dition of  the  words  *' or  shall"  appertain 
to  them.  This  is  at  least  an  ambiguity  ; 
but  in  one  sense  it  increases  the  security 
proposed ;  in  the  other,  it  renders  it  no 
security  at  all — nay,  by  the  construction 
attempted  to  be  put  upon  it,  this  part  of 
the  oath  is  rencJered  of  no  value,  for  in  a 
former  part  of  it  the  King  swears  to  main- 
tain all  laws  enacted  by  the  Parliament. 
And  again,  even  if  these  words  prove,  as 
is  contended,  that  the  King's  legislative 
power  was  to  be  controlled,  this  argument 
cannot  apply  to  that  positive  enactment, 
in  the  oath,  that  his  Majesty  **  will,  to  the 
utmost  of  his  power,  maintain  the  Pro- 
testant reformed  religion  established  by 
law.*'  Here  there  is  no  ambiguity — and 
what  power  on  earth  can  dispense  with 
this  obligation  ?  or  is  it  consistent  with  it 
to  destroy  ten  bishoprics  in  Ireland  (nearly 
half  their  hierarchy),  and  apply  their  pos- 
sessions to  other  than  ecclesiastical  pur- 
poses ?  I  say  nothing  now  of  its  being 
also  a  positive  contravention  of  the  5th 
article  of  the  Union  between  the  two 
countries,  becaase  I  am  to  confine  myself 
merely  to  the  preamble  in  qnestion.  ff  I 
err  in  my  opinion  of  the  construction  of 
the  Coronation  Oath,  I  have  at  least  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  I  err  in  com- 
mon with  a  large  number  of  the  most 
dignified,  excellent,  and  enlightened  men 
both  in  this  country  and  Ireland ;  and  to 
show  the  House  their  opinions  upon  this 
great  question,  I  have  read  through  every 
petition  against  this  Bill,  which  has  been 
presented  to  this  House  either  from  Ire- 
land or  England,  and  have  selected  seven 
or  eight  from  each  country,  in  order  to 
read  to  hon.  Members  what  are  the  opin- 
ions here  expressed  by  the  prelates,  digni- 
taries, clergy,  and  lay  members  of  the 
Established  Church,  singly  with  reference 
to  this  one  |K)intof  the  obligation  imposed 
by  the  Coronation  Oath.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber here  read  extracts  from  several  peti- 
tions both  from  Ireland  and  England,  all 
expressing  in  the  strongest  terms  the 
opmions  of  the  petitioners  that  the  present 
Bill  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  Coronation  Oath,  and  protest- 
ing against  its  passing  into  a  law.  1^ 
me  now.  Sir,  consider  in  what  sense,  in 
construing  this  oath,  it  ought  to  be  un- 
derstood. In  Paley*s  ^*  Moral  Philosophy," 
liber  3,  I  find  that  he  slates  that  *'  oaths 
being  drsi'^^ned  for  the  security  of  the  im* 
poser,  it  is  manifest  that  they  must  be  inteN 
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preted  and  performed  in  the  senBein  which 
the  imposer  intends  them,  otherwise  they 
afford  no  security  to  him" — and  again,  in 
PufTendorf,  lib.  4,  ch.  2,  he  says,  *'  an 
oath  must  be  understood  in  that  sense  in 
which  the  imposer  understood  it,  and 
which  he  intended  it  to  bear/'  This  oath, 
then,  must  be  interpreted  and  performed 
according  to  the  sense  in  which  the  Legis- 
lature in  1688  intended  it  and  imposed  it. 
And  what  that  sense  was  is  rendered  per* 
fectly  evident  by  reference  to  the  debates 
in  this  House  of  that  day,  and  which 
establish  beyond  all  controversy  that  it 
was  intended  that  the  King  should  be 
bound  in  his  legislative  capacity,  as  well 
as  in  his  executive.  I  refer  particularly  to 
two  Amendments,  Which  were  put  and 
Degatived-*one,  to  add  the  words  **  or 
shall  ^'  be  established  by  law— upon  which, 
Mr.  Finch  says :  **  No  man  can  have  any 
colour,  but  that  still  a  liberty  is  to  consent 
to  any  other  laws  to  preserve  religion,  and 
those  are  according  to  the  oath  *  estab- 
lished by  law.'  '*  And  the  other  when  Mr. 
Pelham  proposed  to  add  as  a  proviso  to 
the  Bill,  **  that  no  clause  therein  should 
be  understood  so  to  bind  the  kings  and 
queens  of  this  realm,  as  to  prevent  their 
giving  their  assent  to  any  Bill,  which 
should  at  any  time  be  offered  by  the  Lords 
and  Commons  for  taking  away  or  altering 
any  form  or  ceremony  in  the  Established 
Church,  so  as  the  doctrines  of  the  said 
Church,  or  the  public  liturgy,  and  the 
episcopal  government  of  it  be  preserved ;" 
and  this  was  negatived,  on  the  ground 
that  making  alterations  in  the  ceremonial 
of  the  Church  was  not  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  the  oath  —and  so  the  excep- 
tion proves  the  rule.  I  will  only  trouble 
the  House  further  with  one  extract  which 
I  was  delighted  to  meet  with  in  Mr.  Burke's 
celebrated  Treatise  on  the  French  Revo- 
lution, as  he  there  speaks  distinctly  of  the 
Church  property  in  this  country  as  private 
property,  and  sacred  as  such.  He  says 
of  the  people  of  England,  after  eulogising 
their  attachment  to  the  Church :  '*  From 
the  united  considerations  of  religion  and 
constitutional  policy,  from  their  opinion 
of  a  duty  to  make  a  sure  provision  for  the 
consolation  of  the  feeble,  and  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  ignorant,  they  have  incorpor- 
ated and  identified  the  estate  of  the 
Church  with  the  mass  of  private  property 
of  which  the  State  is  not  the  proprietor, 
either  for  use  or  dominion ;  but  the 
l^uardian  only,  and  the  regulator.    They 


have  ordained  that  the  provision  of  this 
establishment  might  be  as  stable  a«tbe 
earth  on  which  it  stands."  In  sevexal 
other  parts  of  his  works  he  expresses  the 
same  sentiments;  and,  io  one  aven, 
"  that  the  English  nation  will  nerer  soffer 
the  fixed  estate  of  the  Church  to  be  cos- 
verted  into  a  pension,  or  to  depend  upoc 
the  treasury,  but  that  they  have  therefoRr 
made  their  Church,  like  their  king  ssd 
their  nobility,  independent.**  I  will  not 
read  other  extracts,  or  refer  to  other  as* 
thorities  now — permit  me  only  to  say»  thai 
in  all  the  sentiments  of  this  great  aoil  good 
man  I  entirely  and  cordially  concur.  As 
a  lover  of  my  country,  and  an  sdioirer  of 
its  once  glorious  Constitution*  I  feel  deep!? 
the  rapid  spread  of  principles  which  will 
overwhelm  it,  the  encouragement  which 
'  those  principles  unhappily  receive  wiihib 
these  walls,  and  the  daily  inroads  whkt 
are  made  upon  its  integrity  and  beautifot 
structure — but  never  more  fatally  than  b^ 
this  most  oppressive  and  unconatkutional 
Bill  ^  I  feel  deeply  upon  the  subject,  and 
earnestly  entreat  the  House  to  r^ect  the 
preamble  to  this  clause. 

Dr.  LushMgtou  said,  that  the  b«ieficisl 
interest  in  Bishops'  temporalities  was  vestfd 
in  the  Crown  during  the  time  that  the  sees 
might  happen  to  be  vaoantt  and  tbereiure 
it  was  necessary  that  his  Majesty  should 
signify  his  assent  to  the  measure  befoie 
the  House. 

Mr.  Paulter  contended,  thai  if  the 
United  Church  of  England  and  Irebod 
meant  anj^hing  more  than  a  spiritual 
union  it  could  only  be  regarded  as  a  f«- 
proach  to  the  former.  He  did  not  dei^v, 
that  many  individual  dignitaries  of  the 
Irish  Church  were  adorned  by  the  highest 
virtues,  but  the  institution  itself  wu 
founded  upon  a  principle  of  conquest,  and 
had  gone  on  upon  a  principle  of  iutoler- 
ance,  and,  therefore,  could  have  nothis^ 
in  common  with  a  Church  whose  fonsd- 
ation  at  least  was  in  the  affections  of  the 
people,  and  to  which  happy  distinction  lie 
trusted  again  to  see  it  fully  restored  by 
the  Reforms  which  had  been  commenced 
by  the  noble  Lord.  In  Ireland  the  Pro- 
testant  Church  having  been  imposed  upon 
the  people  by  violence  and  force*  and 
maintained  by  a  system  founded  in  these 
principles,  had  ra}her  tended  to  retard  the 
growth  of  the  Reformation  than  to  en- 
courage and  foster  it ;  and  even  if  the 
blessed  light  of  those  principles  wece  to 
beam  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
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Ireland,  it  could  only  be  kindled  by  the 
provitions  of  this  and  similar  measures. 
Indeed  he  coald  well  imagine  the  noble 
Lord  who  had  introduced  the  Bill  as 
aspiring  to  the  high  honour  or  becoming 
a  second  founder  of  the  Protestant  religion 
in  Ireland — the  founder  of  a  new  Reform- 
ation Qpon  the  grounds  of  reason,  moder- 
ation, and  suitableness.  He  expressed  his 
sttrprise  that  the  old  and  exploded  argu* 
nient  respecting  the  Coronation  Oath  had 
been  revived;  that  argument  had  been 
trfttmphantly  answered  upon  the  Catholic 
question  by  the  right  hon.  member  for 
Tatnwortb.  The  Coronation  Oath  being 
imposed  by  the  people  on  the  Sovereign, 
it  was  impossible  to  say,  that  they  were  not 
to  be  the  judges  of  the  construction  to  be 
put  upon  its  terms.  It  was,  therefore,  an 
absurdity  to  argue  that  the  Sovereign  was 
not  at  liberty  to  make  any  changes  in  the 
temporalities  of  the  Church  which  the 
people  thought  beneficial  to  the  general 
commonity.  He  maintained  that  it  was 
io  his  executive,  and  not  in  his  legislative 
fonbtions,  that  the  King  was  restrained  bv 
the  terms  of  the  oath.  It  had  been  said, 
that  the  Church  received  nothing  from  the 
State ;  but  he  .believed  its  whole  title  to 
the  property  it  possessed  was  a  statutable 
and  parliamentary  title.  Under  the  Sta- 
tute of  Edward  6th,  the  clergymen  were 
ordered  to  read  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  under  pain  of  the  forfeiture  of 
their  benefices;  and  by  the  13th  of  Eliza- 
beth, all  clergymen  were  deprived  of  their 
livings  who  would  not  subscribe  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  Church  of  England. 
These  examples  proved,  that  the  Legisla- 
ture had  on  former  oocasbns  exercised  its 
right  of  dealing  with  Church  property  as 
It  thought  proper.  He  very  much  regretted 
that  this  measure  had  been  petitioned 
against  by  the  Clergy  and  the  Universities, 
especially  that  of  Oxford,  to  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  belong.  He  believed  that, 
in  passing  the  measure,  the  House  would 
be  advancing  the  interests  of  the  Protest- 
ant Church  and  the  glory  of  God. 

Mr.  Lefroy  said,  as  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  give  his  most  strenuous  opposition  to 
the  present  clause,  he  was  anxious  to  state, 
as  shortly  as  he  could,  to  the  Committee, 
his  reasons  for  doing  so ;  and  as  an  hon. 
Member  near  him  had  claimed  their  in- 
dulgence on  the  ground  of  having  many 
important  Enelish  petitions  against  the 
Bill,  he  felt  ne  had  a  not  less  strong 
claim,  as  he  had  been  intrusted  with  many 
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even  still  more  entitled  to  consideration, 
as  coming  from  Ireland,  where  this  Bill 
was  to  be  put  into  operation ;  and  he  4iad 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  with  respect  to  the 
persons  from  whom  those  petitions  em- 
anated, viz.,  the  clergy  of  Ireland,  more 
particularly  those  about    whom  he  was 
especially  interested,  the  united   body  of 
clergy  in  the  county  which  he  had   the 
honour  to  represent,  that  notwithstanding 
the  attacks  and  unfounded  charges  which 
had   been   brought  against  them,    their 
opinions  were  well  deserving  of  (he  respect 
and  attention  of  the  Committee,  whether 
their  high  intellectual  attainments,  their 
entire  devotion  to  the  interests  of  their 
profession,  or  their  patience  under  unex- 
ampled  sufferings,   be  considered.     Tlie 
petitions  to  which  he  alluded  were  against 
the  principle  of  the  whole  Bill,  *'  as  in- 
fringing upon  the  rights  of  property,  as 
inconsistent  with  the  Coronation  Oath,  and 
contrary  to  the  Act  of  Union."     Upon  the 
two  latter  points  he  would  only  observe, 
that  they  appeared  to  him  to  offer  insu- 
perable obstacles;    and   the  Committee 
could  have  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the 
first,  after  the  admission  of  the  hon.  mem- 
bers for  Derbyshire  and  Dublin,  one  de- 
claring "  that  he  supported  these  measures 
of  Ministers,  as  he  hoped  they  would  lead 
to  the  confiscation  of  Church  property  ;'* 
the  other  '*  that  he  considered  them  valu- 
able only  as  bringing  under  the  cognizance 
of  Parliament  the  alteration  and  distribution 
of  Church  property,  so  that  hereafter  by  a 
portion  of  it  the  country  might  be  relieved 
from  the  Grand  Jury  Cess.'^    Though  he 
admitted  thesfi,  petitions  were  against  the 
whole  Bill,  he  considered  himself  justified 
in  alluding  to  them  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, as  if  there  was  one  clause  against 
which  more  than  another  the  petitioners 
protested,  it  was  this  one,  and  most  justly, 
as  it  proved  clearly  that  this  Bill,  which 
declared  in  its  preamble  '*  that  the  number, 
of  Bishops  might  be  conveniently  dimi- 
nished, and  that  this  and  other  alterations 
would  tend  to  the  advancement  of  religion, 
and  the  efficiency,  permanence,  and  sta- 
bility of  the  United  Church  of  England 
and     Ireland,''    was    founded    on     false 
and  delusive  principles.     With  respect  to 
the  present  clause  he  would  confine  him- 
self to  replying  to  the  reasons  assigned  in 
favour  of  it  on  a  former  night  by  the  late 
Secretary  for  Ireland — they  were  three ; 
and  he  would  admit  they  appeared  to  him 
on  that  occasion  to  have  much  weight. 
2H 
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He  could  well  understand  that  English 
gentlemen,  who  were  not  locally  acquaint- 
ed with  Ireland,  might  he  induced  by 
them,  if  they  remained  unnoticed,  to  sup- 
port this  measure.  The  first  was,  the 
comparison  of  the  number  of  Irish  Bishop- 
rics with  the  number  of  English  Bishoprics, 
contrasting  the  extentof  their  jurisdictions. 
Tlie  second  was,  the  consentof  the  primate. 
The  third  was,  the  necessity  for  yielding 
to  the  clamour  which  existed  on  this  sub- 
ject. In  order  to  satisfy  the  Committee 
upon  the  first  point,  he  would  beg  to  lay 
before  them  the  peculiarities  of  the  £ng^ 
lish  Church,  and  wherein  it  differed  mate- 
rially from  the  Irish  branch.  The  Irish 
bench  of  Bishops  consisted  of  twenty- two; 
the  whole  jurisdiction  of  the  Church  rest- 
ed with  them ;  the  Deans  and  Archdea*- 
cons  in  Ireland  had  no  jurisdiction  what* 
ever;  the  Archbishops  had  the  superin- 
tendence of  their  provincial  Bishops,  and 
like  the  other  Bishops,  the  superintend- 
ence of  their  own  particular  diocese.  The 
English  bench  consisted  of  twenty-six 
Bishops;  but  a  small  part  of  the  superin- 
tendence rested  with  them;  they  hud 
under  them  thirty-six  Deans  and  sixty 
Archdeacons,  with  episcopal  jurisdiction  ; 
the  Deans  and  Archdeacons  superintend 
the  Chapters,  and  hold  their  courts  and 
annual  visitations;  and  the  government  of 
the  Church  was  so  well  carried  on  by 
them,  that  the  English  Bishops  hold  only 
triennial  visitations.  The  Archdeacons  so 
completely  relieved  the  Bishops  of  their 
most  anxious  duties,  that  they  were  known 
by  the  title  of  *•  oculi  episcopi'*  The 
eighteen  Irish  Bis'.iops  did  therefore  the 
same  work  as  the  ninety-six  Deans  and 
Archdeacons  performed  in  England ,  and  the 
four  Irish  Archbishops  performed  the  same 
duty  as  the  twenty-six  English  Bishops, 
with  the  addition  of  the  care  and  super- 
intendence of  their  own  particular  diocese. 
From  hence  it  appeared,  that  in  Ireland 
there  were  only  twenty-six  ordinaries,  that 
i^,  persons  with  episcopal  jurisdiction  ;  in 
England.  1 22.  Where  there  was  one  Bishop 
iulreland,  there  were  in  England  six  ordi- 
naries. Further,  could  it  be  said,  that  in  a 
country  circumstanced  as  Ireland,  whose 
greatest  evils  the  late  Secretary  had  so 
truly  described,  as  want  of  capital,  resi- 
dent gentry,  of  employment,  and  of  edu- 
cation— the  reduction  of  the  Bishops 
would  conduce  to  remedying  any  of  these 
evils.  Let  it  be  recollected,  that  there 
cross-roads  are  almost  impassable,  post- 


horses  seldom  could  be  got*  trafelliog 
freouently  dangerous  to  clecgymeo ;  ccmki 
it  tnen  ne  contended  that  it  woold  con- 
duce to  the  interest  of  religion  to  extend 
the  patronage  of  seven  Bishops^  when 
means  of  knowing  their  clergy  would  be 
diminished,  or  that  the  efficiency  of  the 
Established  Church  would  be  increased  by 
withdrawing  from  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant towns,  such  as  Cork»  Bishops, 
who  from  their  station  and  character,  ex- 
ercised a  wholesome  moral  influence,  mod 
were  looked  up  to  as  the  supporters  of 
local  charities,  and  the  patrons  of  useful 
institutions.  With  respect  to  the  consent 
of  the  primate,  he  need  only  aay,  that  be 
so  entirely  concurred  in  the  bigb  ea- 
loglum  passed  upon  that  distinguished  pre- 
late by  the  right  hon.  Qentleinan,  that  he 
felt  it  almost  presumptuous  to  entertain  a 
diflPerent  opinion  in  any  matter  aflectiog 
the  welfare  of  the  Establishment,  but  ihcy 
had  now  the  admission  of  the  right  faoD. 
Gentleman  that  be  had  overstated  the 
assent  expressed  by  the  prima te«  Upoa 
the  last  point  he  would  only  trouble  th« 
Committee  by  reading  sentiments  express- 
ed so  much  to  his  satisfaction,  upon  a 
former  occasion,  by  the  late  Secretary  fur 
Ireland,  when  the  motion  was  only  for 
inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  Church  Eilab- 
lishment  in  Ireland,  that  he  could  not 
omit  them  at  present — '^  Whether  die 
proposition  be  considered  as  one  of  coq- 
ciliatiop  or  financial  advantage,  there  is 
no  imminent  danger  which  can  warrant 
us  in  violoting  the  rights  and  pro- 
perty of  the  Established  Church;  she 
must  be  supported  or  given  up  altogether. 
It  is  at  present  only  proposed  to  clip  her 
wings,  and  exhibit  her  in  an  humbled  con- 
dition to  her  rival.  If  the  feelings  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  towards  the 
Established  Church  are  intemperate,  it 
is  time  to  show,  that  her  natural  pro- 
tectors are  neither  too  weak  nor  too  in- 
difTcrent  to  uphold  her,  and  that  her  wealth 
excites  no  alarm  among  her  friends,  what- 
ever jealousy  it  mav  excite  among  her 
enemies.''  Having  thus  as  he  hopecf,  dis- 
posed of  the  three  strongest  arguments  In 
favour  of  the  clause,  he  must  protest 
against  its  being  repeated,  that  be  and  hU 
friends  were  hostile  to  any  improvements. 
But  let  not  improvement  be  tainted  with 
party  spirit,  nor  calculated  to  insult  Pro- 
testant  feeling  in  Ireland.  He  was  ready 
to  go  even  further  than  was  proposed  b) 
Mr.  Perceval,  when  be  was  at  the  bead  ol 
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ttflTilirg  iti  this  country.  Mr.  Perceval  op- 
posed pluralities  and  unions,  but  now  a 
sufficient  sttm  mfght  be  deducted  from  the 
inromes  of  the  Bishops  to  enable  Govern- 
ment to  carry  even  their  plans  into  execu- 
tion, if  6n\f  they  would  not  meddle  with 
the  discipline  and  ecclesiastical  arrange- 
ments Of  the  Church,  with  Which,  there 
was  no  Question,  they  had  not  a  right  to 
de^l.  RelbrM,  such  as  he  alluded  to, 
would  be  consistent  with  the  Coronation 
Oath,  with  the  Act  of  Union,  and  calculated 
to  accomplish  the  wish  of  a  revered  So- 
vereigfl,  *'  that  the  day  might  come  whch 
every  cottage  in  hisdominion  should  possess 
a  bible.''  He  woutti  cortclude,  by  entreat- 
ing the  Committee  to  proceed  in  this  all- 
important  work,  according  to  the  advice 
giv^n  on  t  fbrmtfr  occasibti  by  thD  right 
hon.Oi9htl«tTian;<*ilHidllisciing,  that  in  a 
matter  of  sil^h  vital  impohance,  the  utmost 
cautibtt  should  be  used,  lest  by  an  indis- 
creet ceal  for  doing  good,  they  may  inflict 
an  irreparable  Injury ;"  to  reflect  that  the 
progress  of  this  Bill  was  anxiously  watched 
by  many  who  lived  in  Ireland,supportingthe 
laws  and  thaintaining  the  union,  and  who 
would  learn  fVom  the  decision  of  that  night, 
Ifthegiantwhich  would  atlength  overwhelm 
them  was  to  bb  (bd  and  pampered  on  the 
life-blood  of  that  hope  and  confidence 
which  Once  invigorated  and  supported 
those  total  men ;  and  he  cotijured  them 
not  to  forget  the  warning  voice  of  that 
noblemati  ([.ord  Plunkett),  who  was  raised 
to  his  prest!tit  hi^h  position  in  Ireland  for 
the  purpose,  as  it  was  stated,  of  conciliat- 
ing the  Protestants— and  wlio  in  his  place 
in  that  House  declared,  ''that  to  take 
away  the  rights  of  one  class  of  people  to 
give  them  to  another,  cannot  be  termed 
anything  btit  spoliation ;  that  he  had  no 
hesitation  In  saying,  that  the  existence  of 
the  PK)teStant  establishment  is  the  great 
bond  of  union  between  the  two  coutitries ; 
and  that,  if  ever  that  unfortunate  moment 
shall  arrive,  when  we  shall  rashly  lay 
hands  oil  the  jiroperty  of  the  Church,  to 
rob  it  of  its  rights,  that  moment  we  shall 
seal  th^  doom  and  terminate  the  connexion 
hetweeh  the  two  countries.** 

Sit  Itoheti  Tnglii  contended,  that  the 
question  was  not,  whether  the  Coronation 
^Ih  applied  or  not  to  this  clause,  as 
stated  by  his  hon.  friend,  the  member  for 
Shaftesbury  (Mr.  Poulter),  but  whether 
the  Church  of  England  and  Ireland  were 
^^:  ahd  be  had  hoped,  that  the  noble 
"-W^  would  have  declared  that  his  hon. 


friend,  in  denying  that  prindple,  had  com- 
mitted a  great  constitutional  error.  He 
had  considered  that  the  question  of  the 
Coronation  Oath  being  confined  in  the 
obligations  it  imposed  on  the  Sovereign  to 
his  executive  functions,  had  been  fully  dis- 
posed of  in  former  discussions.  At  all 
events,  he  retained  his  opinion,  that  what- 
ever power  the  Legislature  mig;ht  have  to 
modify  the  oath  to  be  taken  oy  a  future 
Sovereign,  yet  nothing  which  could  be  done 
now,  could  have  a  retrospective  effbct  upon 
the  terms,  or  on  the  construction  of  the 
terms.  Of  the  oath  which  had  already  been 
taken,  which  must  remain  with  those  who 
imposed,  and  with  him  who  took  it  alone. 
Nothing  which  could  be  done  now  with 
regard  to  the  oath,  could  have  any  opera- 
tion except  with  reference  to  the  future. 
The  hon.  member  for  Shaftesbury  had  also 
appealed  to  cases  in  which  the  Parliament 
had  interfered  with  the  property  of  the 
Church  since  the  Reformation.  He  beg- 
ged to  ask  the  hon.  Member,  whether  the 
Acts  of  Edward  6tfa,  and  of  Elizabeth,  to 
which  he  alluded,  were  not  adopted  in 
concurrence  with  the  decisions  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Convocation,  and,  therefore, 
under  circumstances  by  which  the  Parlia- 
ment were  only  giving  effect  to  regulations 
emanating  from  the  clergy  themselves? 
With  regard  to  the  amendment,  it  was  not 
one  which  he  desired  to  see  pressed  upon 
the  Committee,  as  he  did  not  concur  with 
the  hon.  Mover  as  to  his  observations 
respecting  the  interest  of  the  Crown. 

Mr.  I^aw  believed  the  present  course 
was  unprecedented,  and  asked  the  noble 
Lord,  whether  he  could  advance  any  in- 
stance of  the  consent  of  the  Crown  being 
given  verbally,  instead  of  under  the  sign 
manual,  when  any  important  right  of  the 
Crown  was  to  be  surrendered,  although  such 
a  course  might  have  been  adopted  in  mat- 
ters of  minor  importance. 

Lord  AUhorp  could  riot  mention  any 
case  in  which  the  present  course  had  been 
adopted  ;  and  although  it  was  more  usual 
for  the  consent  of  the  Crown  to  be  given 
by  the  sign-manual  in  such  cases,  yet  he 
could  see  no  substantial  objection  to  the 
present  course. 

The  Amendment  negatived. 

On  the  clause  being  again  put, 

Mr.  Shaw  said,  he  hoped  it  would  not 
be  denied,  that  in  the  previous  discussions 
of  the  Bill,  he  had  not  urged  objections  that 
were  captious,  or  oflTered  any  vexatious 
delay  to  its  progress ;  but  he  considered 
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that  they  had  then  arrived  at  one  of  the 
most  important  and  objectionable  clauses 
of  the  entire  BilK  The  two  leading  prin- 
ciples of  the  measure,  which,  in  his  judg- 
ment^  must  earn  for  it  the  opposition  of 
every  man  who  valued  the  security  of  pro- 
perty and  the  interests  of  the  Established 
Church,  were,  the  alienation  of  Church 
property  to  other  than  Church  purposes, 
and  the  general  tendency  of  its  enactments 
to  lower  the  authority,  and  diminish  the 
just  influence  of  the  spiritual  heads  of  the 
Established  Church  in  Ireland.  The  clause 
which  related  to  the  appropriation  of  the 
perpetuity  purchase  fund,  occurred  late  in 
the  Bill,  and  he  would  not  then  enter  into 
a  premature  discussion  of  it.  Still  it  was 
in  one  respect  essentially  connected  with 
the  present  clause,  inasmuch  as  if  the  pro- 
per funds  of  the  Church  were  not  diverted 
from  its  nse,  any  arrangement  or  distribu- 
tion of  those  funds  for  strictly  ecclesiastical 
purposes  would  be  much  facilitated  :  but 
the  principle  of  undue  and  unprecedented 
interference  with  ecclesiastical  authority, 
was  more  immediately  involved  in  the  32nd 
section  of  the  Bill  then  before  them.  He 
had  already  objected  to  the  constitution  of 
the  Board  of  Commissioners — to  the  power 
of  suspending  incumbents,  where  service 
•had  not  been  performed  for  three  years, 
and  to  the  difficulties  interposed  to  the 
building  of  new  churches;  all  contributing 
to  the  same  end,  but  none  so  decidedly 
and  so  fatally  as  the  present  clause,  by  the 
reduction  of  the  number  of  bishoprics. 
He  objected  to  this  both  in  an  ecclesiastical 
and  a  political  point  of  view.  As  regarded 
the  first,  the  only  argument  ever  attempted 
.in  support  of  it  was,  a  comparison  with  the 
number  of  Bishops  in  England;  but  in 
that  there  was  a  double  fallacy — first,  in 
assuming,  that  in  England  there  was  a 
sufficient  number  of  Bishops,  and  secondly, 
in  supposing,  that  they  performed  the  same 
.duties  as  the  Irish  Bishops.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  instanced  the  case  of  an 
English  diocese,  which  containea  about 
1,200  benefices,  and  covered  an  immense 
extent  of  country ;  but  what,  he  would 
would  ask^  was  the  consequence  ?  It  was, 
that  no  one  man,  however  active,  zealous, 
and  able,  could  possibly  superintend  its 
concerns :  and  supposing  that  they  could 
put  out  of  question  all  considerations  of  a 
political  nature — which,  no  doubt,  as 
aiTected  spiritual  Peers,  would  not,  in 
these  times,  be  calmly  and  dispassionately 
entered  upon — would  any  reasonable  roan 


deny  that,  for  merely  ecelenasticml  par- 
poses,  a  greaternumber  of  English  Bifldbopi 
would  be  desirable  ?  The  be«t  proof  of  it 
was,  that  necessity  obliged  them  to  depute 
Archdeacons,  who,  in  England^  annitallT 
held  visitations — ^had  their  own  caooits  and 
registrars — and,  in  all  respects,  acted  as 
the  Bishops'  representatives.  In  f fetand, 
the  political  prejudice  would  have  oo 
weight,  as  it  was  not  contem^nted  to 
make  any  change  in  the  number  of  repre- 
sentative Bishops;  and  with  Kgmrd  to 
those  functions  which  Archdeacons  dis- 
charged in  this  country^  in  Ireland  then 
was  no  such  practice ;  but  there  the 
Bishops  in  person  held  annual  visitations 
superintended  the  churches,  8chool•ho«e^ 
and  other  ecclesiastical  establishmesb 
within  their  respective  dioceses ;  and  kep 
up  a  constant  communication^  by  corre- 
spondence and  in  peraon,  with  all  thai 
clergy.  Yet  this  Bill,  which  profened  as 
one  of  its  primary  objects,  the  dissolotioo 
of  unions,  and  to  promote  the  perlbrmanoe 
of  duty  in  person  in  all  cases,  with  strange 
inconsistency^was,  in  respect  of  the  bishop- 
rics, to  adopt  the  principle  of  unions,  and  to 
throw  upon  the  individual  Bishops  ducks 
which  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  of  then 
adequately  to  fulfil.  He  would,  upon  this 
point,  refer  to  a  very  apposite  anthority— 
that  of  a  petition  from  the  laity  and  cler^ 
of  the  city  of  Cork,  one  of  the  dioceses  it 
was  intended  to  suppress,  and  s^ned  by 
all  the  influential  gentry  in  that  large  and 
important  district.  The. petitioners  stated 
it  as — '  Their  decided  opinion,  that  no  oae 
'  person,  let  him  be  ever  so  active,  cao 
'  possibly  perform  the  varied  and  important 
'  duties  or  ordinations,  confirmatiooSy  aod 
'  annual  visitation,  combined  with  the 
*  frequent  personal  superintendence  of  pa- 
'  rochial  matters,  throughout  the  extent  of 
'  country  comprised  in  the  proposed  onion.* 
The  learned  and  eminent  Prelate  who 
filled  that  See,  which  it  was  proposed  to 
suppress,  because  the  duties  were  iasnC- 
cient  to  occupy  a  Bishop,  had  assured 
him  (Mr.  Shaw),  that  though  he  had  heeo 
all  his  life  engaged  in  the  most  ardnoos 
and  laborious  avocations— which  nasi  be 
well  known  to  all  persons  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  Fellowships  and  Ptovosi- 
shipsofthe  University  of  DuUin — heaever 
had  his  time  and  his  mind  so  constaatlT 
and  indefatigably  occupied,  as  since  be 
had  been  appointed  Bishop  of  Cork.  Ao 
hon.  Member  had  complained,  that  as 
overgrown  episcopacy  bad  been  detTiflfteniftl 
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to  the  cause  of  the  Protestant  Church  in 
I  relaiid.  Tbathon.  Member  professed  much 
friendship  for  the  Irish  branch  of  the  Estab- 
lished Church ;  but  he  certainly  did  not 
showy  that  he  bad  any  great  acquaintance 
with  its  present  condition.    Was  that  hon. 
Member  aware  that,  under  the  care  and 
auperintendenoe  of  those  Bishops  whom 
be  vestured  to  condemn,  greater  benefits 
had  been  conferred,  in  providing  all  the 
meana  of  advancement  and  extension  of 
the  Established  Church,  within  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century,  than  had  been  in  the 
entire  century  preceding?      Four  times 
the  number  of  Churches  had  been  built — 
three  times,  at  least,  the  number  of  gtebe- 
hooses-— and  all  otl^r  requisites  and  proofs 
of  growing  improvement  were  to  be  dis- 
covered in  the  same  proportion.     He  had 
stated,  on  a  former  occasion,  the  number 
of  new    Churches,  and    other   licensed 
places,  which  had  been  opened  for  the 
performance  of  divine  service;   but  this 
had  been  met  by  the  argument  that  it  was 
one  thing  to  have  churches,  and  another 
to  have  congregations.    In  answer,  then, 
to  that  observation,  be  could    mention, 
that  in  three  dioceses  alone,  which   he 
declared  had  been  only  accidentally  se- 
lected, but  which  would  serve  as  a  sample 
of  the  rest,  in  thirty  new  places  of  worship 
there  were  1,246  regular  communicants, 
making  on  an  average  forty-one  in  each ; 
and  that,  according  to  the  usual  calcula- 
tion   of   one   communicant  in   ten  who 
attended  the  Church,  would  give  an  aver- 
age congregation  of  about  400  to  each 
Church.     He  alluded  to  the  dioceses  of 
Cork,  Cloyne,  and  Ferns,  and  he  believed 
in  other  dioceses  of  which  he  had  not  the 
same  accurate  returns,  that  the  increase 
had  been  quite  as  great  both  in  Churches 
and  congregations.    Then  with  regard  to 
this  question  as  it  affected  the  political 
and  social  state  of  Ireland;  absenteeism 
was  the  evil  that  all  were  deploring,  and 
yet  in  one  sweep  that  Bill  was  to  remove, 
independently  of  any  religious  considera- 
tion, ten  gentlemen  of  high  rank,  station, 
and  character,  from  their  respective  resi- 
dences in  that  country.    Now  if  the  Go- 
vernment had  40,000/.  a-year  to  lay  out 
to  the  advantage  of  Ireland,  he  would  ask 
could  they  expend  it  more  profitably  than 
in  fixing  ten  such  residents  in  the  very 
places  from  which  they  were  taking  them 
away«    The  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
country  were  not  in  this,  as  in  most  other 

^^  queilionsi  lofficiently  considered. 


The  second  tithe  report  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Stanley)observed 
strongly  upon  the  importance  of  this  dis^ 
tinction ;  it  stated  that  "  In  England 
there  are  few  districts  in  which  the  want 
of  resident  proprietors  or  of  landowners  in 
easy  circumstances  operates  injuriously 
upon  the  condition  of  the  peasantry  and 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil — in  Ireland 
there  are  very  many,  and  those  probably  in 
districts  where  the  residence  of  a  Protest- 
ant clergyman  would  produce  the  most 
beneficial  results."  The  hon.  and  learned 
member  for  Dublin  the  other  night  bore 
testimony  to  the  fact,  that  in  all  the  offices 
of  charity  and  benevolence  extending 
themselves  throughout  the  sphere  of  influ- 
ence of  the  Protestant  resident  gentlemen 
there  obtained  no  distinction  in  regard  to 
religious  creed.  In  1824,  the  Bishop  of 
Limerick  had  stated,  that  there  were  ten 
petitions  before  the  Houses  of  Parliament, 
signed  by  multitudes  of  Roman  Catholics, 
praying  that  more  resident  Protestant 
clergymen  should  be  sent  among  them. 
The  truth  was,  that  previous  to  the  combi- 
nation which  was  encouraged  and  excited 
against  that  species  of  property,  commenc- 
ing in  the  year  1829  or  1830,  no  persons 
paid  their  tithes  with  more  alacrity  than 
the  Roman  Catholics.  They  regarded  the 
payment  in  its  true  light,  as  a  mere  tax 
upon  the  land,  belonging  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten  to  Protestant  proprietors ;  and 
it  was  not,  as  had  been  alleged,  from  any 
natural  dislike  on  their  parts  to  the  nature 
of  the  tax,  that  we  owed  the  present  con- 
dition of  society  in  Ireland,  but  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  Roman  Catholic  priest- 
hood sedulously  circulated  in  their  exhort- 
ations and  their  writings,  to  let  "  the 
hatred  of  tithes  be  as  lasting  as  the  love 
of  justice;"  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
those  poor  deluded  people  to  ''employ 
against  the  devouring  impost  all  their  wit 
and  ingenuity,  with  all  the  means  which 
the  law  allows,"  and  which  latter  expres- 
sion the  right  reverend  writer  well  knew 
the  people  would  construe  to  mean  "  by 
all  tne  means  which  the  law  forbids.'^  The 
efforts  of  political  agitators  were  simulta- 
neously used  for  the  same  purpose — and 
these  being  unchecked  by  the  Govern- 
ment, the  result  had  been  the  present 
deplorable, he  might  almost  say, dissolution 
of  society  in  Ireland.  Was  it  now  then 
proposed  to  make  further  unavailing  sacri- 
fices to  appease  this  same  interested  and 
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MioisUn  imegine  that  this  sop  thrown  to 
the  agitators  and  disturbers  of  the  public 
peace,  would  have  any  pther  effect  than  to 
fenew  their  strength  and  encourage  their 
audacious  resistance  to  the  laws.  Was  there 
anything  in  the  diminution  of  the  number 
of  the  Irish  Bishops  calculated  to  confer 
a  real  benefit  on  the  Roman  Catholic 
population,  while  it  would  most  justly 
incense  the  Protestant  ?  If  the  requisite 
sum  for  all  legitimate  purposes  of  a  strictly 
ecclesiastical  character  could  not  be  other- 
ivise  provided,  and  the  Church  property 
be  secured,  then  he  and  other  rrotest- 
ants  would  say  reduce  rather  the  incomes 
than  the  number  of  our  Bishops.  But 
no ;  that  was  refused,  because,  though  it 
would  equally  accomplish  theol^ect  so  far 
as  revenue  was  concerned,  it  would  not 
equally  serve  to  pffend  and  insult  the  Pro- 
testants of  Ireland.  He  charged  that 
upon  his  Majesty's  Government  as  their 
real  motive  in  this  enactment — and  as  he 
lad  often  heard  it  said  in  reference  to 
society,  that  a  man  of  good  sense  and 
temper  could  always  avoid  a  auarrel  un- 
less another  was  determined  right  or 
wrong  to  quarrel  with  him;  so  it  now 
seemed  to  be  with  his  Mc^esty's  Ministers. 
It  was  not  enough  that  Protestants  should 
even  consent  to  the  same  thing  being  done 
in  a  way  less  offensive  to  their  feelings, 
because  the  object  would  appear  to  be  to 
give  them  offencOt  and  to  oner  them  insult. 
But  let  the  Government  of  this  country 
beware.  He  had  not  failed  upon  these 
discussions  to  observe  the  tone  and  manner 
that  the  Ministers  had  adopted-  They 
had  permitted  hoo.  Members  who  were 
their  own  supporters  to  charge  upon  them 
as  a  crime  an  attempt  to  support  the  Es- 
tablished Church  in  Ireland  without  repu* 
diating  the  doctrine.  The  noble  Lord 
the  other  night  declared  his  opinion  that 
no  Minister  could  hold  his  place  in  Eng- 
land if  he  attempted  to  subvert  her  Estab- 
lished Church,  but  he  studiously  avoided 
applying  the  same  observation  to  Ireland, 
and  resting  the  support  even  of  the  Church 
in  England  upon  toe  ground,  not  of  right 
or  duty,  but  of  that  popularity  which  alone 
seemed  to  be  the  ruling  power  over  the  mind 
of  the  noble  Lord.  He  suggested  the 
natural  inference  that  if  the  Church  in 
Ireland  was  not  equally  popular,  the  Min- 
ister was  not  bound  to  support  it.  The 
noble  Lord  also  heard  wiUi  a  studied 
silence,  almost  amounting  to  acquiescence« 
the  hQiit  mombor  for  St«  Alban's  (Mr. 


Ward)  a  supporter  of  the  QoT«|iuMQt« 
state,  from  the  seat  immedistialy  bfihinJ 
the  noble  Lord,  that  so  far  fpom  tbe  con* 
tinuaoce  of  the  Established  Chuacii  in 
Ireland  being  a  condition  of  th«  nmsm 
between  tbo  countries,  be  coMi^iiracl  it 
the  most  lil^ely  means  of  their  dUooioq. 
Did  not  the  noble  Lord  well  kaov,  Uun 
this  was  no  matterof  opinion,  but  thm  it«as 
declared  by  the  Ac(  of  Union  a«menitfiiial 
and  fqndamental  article  of  thiti  p^lioBil 
cowpact,  that  the  United  Cbuich  of  E<ig* 
land  and  Irelandshould  forevei  becontinued 
and  preserved  ?  Nav,  he  wotUd  tell  the 
noble  Lord  more — that  even  if  oo  such 
contract  existed  in  law  between  Use  two 
countries,  there  would  be  in  fact,  nnd  io 
the  genuine  feeling  ofthe  Irish  nstlion,  bo 
link,  independently  of  the  £st%bUilied 
Church,  atrou2  enough  to  nmintain  the 
connexion  witn  England.  Neittier  his 
Miyesty'a  Ministers  nor  the  Meinbexs  of 
that  House  should  deceive  thensselTes 
with  respect  to  the  feelings  of  the  Icisb 
people.  Overthrow  the  Established 
Church,  and  you  seal  the  doom  of  the 
Union.  The  hon.  and  learned  meanber  br 
Dublin  (Mr.  O'Conoell)  would  cany  the 
Repeal  of  the  Union  in  six  ipon|hjS  after 
the  Protestant  Established  Chuccl^  had 
ceased  to  exist  in  Ireland.  He  bad  no 
desire  then  to  advert  to  the  qucstaoo  of 
the  Repeal  of  the  Union,  further  than  it 
was  insepars^bly  conoectiMl  with  the  one 
before  them.  Being  himself  most  averse, 
upon  every  principle,  from  that  ipeasnre, 
he  was  the  better  witness  as  to  th«  «enti- 
meqts  of  oth^rt— and  he  felt,  that  hesbouU 
be  guilty  of  an  abandonment  of  bis  duty. 
if  he  did  not  give  timely  warning  to  h» 
Majesty's  Ministers,  that  they  were  walk- 
ing  upon  the  edge  of  a  fearml  precipice. 
The  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  alamst  io 
a  man  were  against  the  Union — a  lai^ 
portion  of  the  Protestants  regarded  it  with 
favour,  principally  as  a  meaas  of  preaerriog 
their  established  religion.  The  leelings  of 
many  others  would  be  estranged  from  this 
country,  if  this  country  abandoned  their 
religious  establishment  in  Ireland;  and 
certainly  the  language  of  aom^  hop. 
Members  of  that  m>oseft  as  appliod  to  the 
gentry  of  Ireland,  aad  particalacly  he 
would  say  of  the  hoo.  and  gallaot  Gaoeral 
(Sir  Hussey  Viviaa)  v^ho  had  just  arrived 
from  the  castle  of  Dublin  in  a  sort  of  dami- 
official  capacity,  wai  not  calonlaUd  to 
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%h#«i '  in  Engflnnd.     Ht  tttog^h^r  dis- 
el«ipi«i  any  iQtentiQii  of  meiHicing  the 
Ooveiiitii«i9i  or  BngU^b  M«<ub«CK  of  that 
HouM,  but  in  loliiftr  Iruth  and  iincarity, 
as»d    a»  an  ifuneiaUve   duty,  lie    must 
<m«|iiaii  lbaiii«  thai  it  was  not  •u%iantly 
bprM  in  mind  that  the  aigumant— that 
lb«  Repeal  of  the  Union  must  lead  to  a 
■ep«ir«lioni  to  nhioh  ha  fully  a«ientad,  and 
thai  Iraiund  couid  not  fmaibiy  asitt  aa  a 
sopartte  atale,  if  that  were  admittadt  was 
not  «i)iogethar  concluaiva  of  the  quastion 
•I  isMio — for  though  ha  spoka  not  bis  own 
seiitiioeiits,  yet  he  was  hound  to  auggest 
in  time  what  niight  possibly  be  theopinion 
of  olb^s  under   attarad   circumstances. 
Such  fi  thing  was  possible  at  Proteatants 
GORceiviog  that  if  tha  Roaaan  CatboKc 
reitgioo  was  (o  be  ascendant  ia  Ireland, 
other   gproat   powers  might  deal  with  it 
more  to  their  minda  than  the  Goveraaient 
of  thii»  oountry,  which  ha  believed  was  at 
that  nKtment  in  treaty  with  the  heads  of 
tha  Roodan  Catbolii:  Church,  with  a  view 
to  form  a  State  alliance  between  their 
religion  and  the  Irish  nation.    Nor  was  it 
so  cleaf  that,  in  a  choice  of  evils,  republic- 
anism even  would  not  be  a  lesser  one  tlian 
a  demcKrraey  in  m  worst  form,  when  exer- 
cising ibe  veriest  despotism,  as,  if  they 
weia  tq  judge  from  soma  of  the  leading 
.)ouniaU  of  the  aietropplis,  it  was  at  that 
mofuept  in  Eogiand»  under  the  specious 
guiae  of  a  mixed  Government  and  a  limit- 
ed monarchy-    If  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Altborp)  would  pardon  the  liberty  of  his 
saying  so,  thara  was  no  person  who  more 
justly  appsepaled  than  he  (Mr.  Shaw)  did, 
the  suavity  and  courteous  demeanour  of 
tha  noble  Lord  to  every  Member  of  that 
Houae.     Bui  these  were  times  of  awful 
moment,  requiring  every  energy  and  power 
of  the  mind  to  be  awakened ;  and  in  allu- 
sion to  an  expression  used  towards  the 
noble  Lord,  with  reference  to  a  much  less 
important  suliject,  the  other  night,  he  did 
entreat  of  the  ooUe  Lord  not  to  *'  smile 
away"  the  peace, the  prosperity,  the  bap- 
pinesa^  and  the  very  existence  of  Ireland 
as  an  integral  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Mr«  Seeratary  Siank^  declined  follow- 
ing the  hon.    and    learned  Gentleman 
through  the  vartoua  topics  which  he  had 
dilated  upon  in  the  course  of  his  speech, 
as  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House;  and  because  their 
only  tendency  was,  to  distract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  from  the  calm  consider- 
Mkm  gf  tha  lubja^  uqd^r  ditcuMioUt    la 


the  first  place  ha  must  protest  agaiaat  the 
doctrine  of  the  hon,  and  learned  Gentle;, 
man,  that  whenever  an  opinion  was  ax- 
pressed  by  an  hon.  Member,  uncoonectrd 
with  his  Majesty's  Government,  if  soape 
Member  of  the  Government  did  not  rise 
in  his  place  and  disavow  the  opinion  in 
question,  his  Majesty's  Government  muft, 
therafure,  be  held  responsible.  Such  wax 
the  fair  deduction  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  Qentleman'a  wishing  to  make  the 
Government  responsible  for  the  opiniona 
expressed  by  the  hon.  members  for  Shaftes- 
bury and  St.  Alban's.  The  hop.  and 
learned  Member  censured  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  for  not  having  at  once  contw- 
dicted  the  assertion,  that  a  distinction 
existed  between  the  Churches  of  England 
and  Iraland.  The  hon*  and  learned 
Gentleman  bad  asserted,  that  the  tendency 
of  this  measure  was,  to  subvert  the  Church 
establishment  in  Ireland  ;  whereas  its  ob- 
ject was,  to  uphold  and  support  the  Church 
in  Ireland,  by  removing  from  it  those 
blemishes  and  defecta  which  only  tended 
to  disfigure  and  to  weaken  it.  With  the 
question,  as  to  whether  there  should  be  a 
rfductiou  of  four,  six,  eight,  or  ten  Bishops 
the  House  had  nothing  to  do,  until  the 
schedules  came  under  its  attention.  The 
question  then  under  consideration  was, 
whether  the  number  of  the  Bishops  was, 
or  was  not,  disproportionate  to  the  duties 
they  had  to  perform.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  quoted  the  Second  Tithe 
Report,  with  a  view  to  show,  that  in  many 
parts  of  the  country  the  residence  of  the 
Frotestant  clergy  was  attended  with  the 
most  beneficial  results.  He  (Mr.  Stanley) 
entirely  concurred  in  that  assertion,  and 
was  of  opinion  that  the  greatest  good  was 
derived  from  a  resident  gentry ;  and  that 
as  the  Protestant  clergyman  was  in  that 
situation,  bis  presence  was  most  advant- 
ageous. But  he  would  beg  the  boo.  and 
learned  Gentleman  to  recollect  that  they 
were  not  about  to  take  from  Ireland  one 
farthing  of  income ;  but  the  question  was, 
whether  the  revenue  of  the  Bishops  might 
not  be  more  advantageously  distributed 
even  as  regarded  the  Church  itself. 
Mintstem  did  not  propose  to  divest  the 
Chorch  of  Ireland  of  any  portion  of  ita 
revenues ;  but  that  they  should  be  more 
equally  distributed*  They  merely  pro- 
posed to  have  such  a  fresh  distribution  of 
tha  revenues  of  the  Church,  as  would  add 
to  its  efficiency,  and  thereby  to  the  respect 

with  which  it  would  be  rajardcd  by  the 
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nation  at  large.  He  was  always  unwilling 
to  repeat  an  opinion  which  had  been  ex« 
pressed  to  him  in  prifate,  in  that  Hoase ; 
but  be  would  repeat  now,  what  he  had 
said  before;  he  admitted  that  the  Primate 
did  not  approve  of  this  measure  to  its 
full  extent;  but  he  had  distinctly  stated* 
•  that  if  a  measure  of  the  sort  were  to  be 
adopted,  he  thought  that  diminishing  the 
number  of  Bishops  would  be  the  least 
objectionable  mode  that  could  be  devised ; 
and  had  recapitulated  the  names  of  some 
of  those  bishoprics  which  he  thought 
might  be  spared  with  the  least  inconveni- 
ence ;  and  the  very  first  See  that  he  named 
was  that  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman ;  namely,  the  Bishopric 
of  Raphoe;  which  the  Primate  recom- 
mended should  be  consolidated  with  that 
of  Deny.  He  hoped  that  the  House 
would  excuse  him  while  he  proceeded  to 
show  that  the  number  of  Bishops  who 
would  remain  in  Ireland,  after  the  conso- 
lidation of  these  bishoprics,  would  be 
amply  sufficient  for  the  performance  of 
ecclesiastical  duty.  In  the  bishopric  of 
Dromore  there  were  twenty-six  benefices. 
This  was  to  be  consolidated  with  the 
united  bishoprics  of  Down  and  Connor, 
in  which  there  were  eighty-nine  benefices, 
making  a  total  of  125.  In  the  bishopric 
of  Raphoe,  there  were  thirty-four  bene- 
fices ;  in  that  of  Derry,  fifty-seven ;  so 
that  the  whole  number  of  benefices  to  be 

g laced  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
tishop  of  those  consolidated  dioceses, 
would  be  ninety-one.  In  the  bishopric  of 
Clogher  there  were  forty- five ;  and  in  the 
archbishopric  of  Armagh,  eighty-eight ; 
making  together,  133.  In  the  bishopric 
of  Elfin,  there  were  thirty-six  benefices ; 
in  that  of  Kilmore,  thirty-six;  together, 
seventy-two.  In  the  united  bishoprics  of 
Killala  and  Achonry,  there  were  thirty-one 
benefices;  in  the  archbishopric  of  Tuam, 
forty-three;  making,  together,  seventy- 
four.  He  must  admit  that  this  diocese 
included  a  very  large  extent  of  country. 
In  the  united  bishoprics  of  Clonfert  and 
Kilmacduagh,  there  were  thirty-one  bene- 
fices ;  in  those  of  Killaloe  and  Kilfenora, 
sixty-nine;  making,  together,  100.  In 
the  diocese  of  Kildare  there  were  fifty 
benefices ;  in  the  united  dioceses  of  Dublin 
and  Glendalagh,  114;  making,  together 
164.  In  the  diocese  of  Ossory  there  were 
sixty-one ;  and  in  Ferns  and  Leighlin,  118; 
making,  altogether,  179  benefices.  In 
the  ooited  bbhoprics  of  Waterford  and 


Lismore,  there  were  sixty-five ;  io 
Gashel  and   Eml^,  fiftj-fo«r; 
119.    In  the  united  bishoprics  of  Cork 
and  Ross,  there  were  iiioely4bor  besefioK: 
in  that  of  Gloyne,  seventy-fivo;  "fc^^^. 
together,  169.    Tims  it  appeared,  tfcat, 
according  to  the  plan  proposed   bj  Im 
Majesty's  Ministers,  no  Biihop  fvoald  \at 
called  upon  to  saperintend  more  tkui  179 
benefices ;  and  was  this  too  nroch  Ibr  the 
superintendence   of  one    Prelate  ?    The 
I  bishopric  of  Exeter,  in  which  diooeK  he 
resid^l,  was  much  more  extensive  tlm 
i  any  diocese   in  Ireland ;    as  theie  wcr 
i  between  1,100  and  1,200  paiisbes  in  k. 
This  number  might  certainly  be  too  great 
for  the  superintendenceof  a  single  Bii^op; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  he  coold  not  albs 
that  179  benefices  were  too  manj.     The 
number  of  livings  in  Ireland  was  1,456; 
and  he  did  not  think  that  the  fntare  Areh- 
bishops  of  Dublin  woold  have  a  dispnh 
portionate  number  of  pari^es  to  attend 
to,  considering  that  they  were  not  diatii- 
buted  over  an  extensive  district.    The 
aggregate  revenue  of  the  Choich  of  Eng- 
land did  not  exceed  3,000,000/. ;  of  which 
sum  the  episcopal  revenues  amoniited  to 
1 56,000/.  The  total  revenue  of  the  chorch 
of   Ireland,  was   between   700,000£.  or 
800,000/. ;  and  of  this  sum  the  revenues 
of  the  Bishops  amounted  to  150,000/.; 
of  which  1 30,000/.  was  in  renU.    It  would 
not  be  disputed  that  there  was  a  mat 
disproportion  between  the  revenue  ta  the 
Bishops  of  Ireland,  as  compared  with  the 
whole  ecclesiastical  revenue  of  that  oona* 
try, — and  that  of  the  English  Bishops,  u 
compared  with  the  aggregate  revenue  of 
the  Church  of  England.     He  did  not  wish 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Committee  oe 
this  point ;  but  he  had  been  desirous  of 
showing  that  there  was  a  material  differ- 
ence as  regarded  the  situations  of  the  two 
churches,  and  would  now  only  add,  that 
it  should  not  escape  the  recollection  of  the 
House,  that  it  was  not  proposed  to  take 
away  any  portion  of  Chureh  property ;  but 
merely  to  effect  a  more  equal  distributioo 
of  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  had  not  said ,  that  the  Govein* 
ment  was  bound  by  the  opinions  of  what 
might  be  expressed  by  any  Gentleman 
who  sat  on  that  side  of  the  House,  unless 
they  disavowed  those  opinions,— but  what 
he  had  said  was  this, — that  Uie  Govern^ 
ment  brought  in  a  Bill  for  the  puipose  of 
making  a  different  distribution  of  uhurch 

property  in  Ireland ;  and  as  the  t%fat  faoo» 
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OenUeman  alleged,  for  the  purpose  of 
rendering;  more  secure,  and  increasing  the 
influence  of  the  Church  in  Ireland.    He 
was  bosnd  to  believe,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  supported  this  measure  on  tiiat 
gronnd;  but  he  would  ask  him  whether 
he  csoiiaidered  that  other  hon.  Members  in 
that   House  supported  the  Bill,  because 
they  believed,  that  it  would  tend  to  the 
security  of  the  Establishment?    Was  not 
the  hon.  member  for  Derbyshire  among 
the  sapporters  of  this  Bill,  who  admitted 
that  he  was  desirous  of  getting  rid  of  the 
Church  of  Ireland  ?    He  did  not  mean  to 
say,  that  the  Government  was  responsible 
for  the  opinions  of  those  Gentlemen,  but 
they  were  responsible  for  measures  which 
they  introduced,  and  which  were  supported 
on  sach  grounds.    He  did  not  so  much 
object  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for 
taking  away  a  portion  of  the  revenues  of 
the  richer  bishoprics,  for  other  ecclesias- 
tical purposes, — as  on  account  of  his  re- 
ducing the  number  of  the  Bishops.    He 
was  really  sorry  to  have  anything  like  a 
difiPerence  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  be  could  not  help  observing  (and  he 
said  it  with  the  greatest  respect  to  that 
right  hon.  Gentleman)  that  he  had  not 
acted  altogether  fairly  in  putting  the  con- 
struction which  he  did  on  the  language  of 
the  Primate.     He  (Mr.  Shaw)  believed 
the  ease  was   this,  —  when   that  most 
reverend  Prelate  was  informed  of  the  de- 
termination of  Government  to  abolish  the 
vestry  cess,  and  that  that  change  must 
hereafter  be  made  in  the  revenues  of  the 
Church,   he  observed  that,  under  those 
circumstances,  if  no  other  means  could  be 
found,  he  would  consent  to  a  consolida- 
tion of  bishoprics.   The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  no  wish,  he  was  persuaded,  to 
misrepresent  the  right  reverend  Prelate, 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  put  a 
misconstruction  upon  the  right  reverend 
Prelate's  words. 

Mr.  OMome  begged  leave  to  ask 
whether,  admitting  that  the  measure  was 
opposed  to  the  letter  of  the  Union,  the 
hon.  Member  was  prepared  to  maintain 
that  that  act  of  Union  was  binding  to  the 
very  letter  on  all  successive  legislatures 
for  ever?  Tlie  Union  was  nothing,  more 
than  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  surely 
the  power  which  gave  existence  to  that 
Act  existed  in  the  Legblature  still. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis  said,  that  the  Act  of 
Union  was  not  a  mere  ordinary  Act  of 

^^i^imenty  but  a  solema  treaty  which 


held  good  so  long  as  the  two  countries 
continued  in  a  state  of  Union*  To  violate 
its  articles,  therefore,  was  pro  tanto  to 
violate  the  basis  of  the  Union.  Then  he 
had  not  heard  the  objections  to  the  Bill 
founded  on  the  Coronation  Oath,  rebutted 
by  its  supporters,  indeed  it  would  be  im- 
possible. He  wished  to  observe,  that  the 
amount  of  incumbency  did  not  represent 
the  amount  of  labour.  The  Bishops  in 
Ireland  performed  an  annual  visitation, 
which  took  place  only  once  in  three  years 
in  England.  The  number  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Bishops  in  Ireland  was  increased 
of  late.  The  small  number  of  parishes 
was  no  reason  for  diminishing  the  number 
of  Bishops.  The  principle  of  destruction 
had  commenced  when  an  assembly  con- 
taining men,  part  indifferent,  and  part 
hostile,  to  the  interests  of  the  hierarchv, 
t(y>k  upon  itself  to  determine  what  shoukl 
be  the  number  of  Bishops  in  Ireland.  The 
measure  was  accepted,  as  the  member  for 
Tipperary  said,  only  as  6«.  8d.  in  the 
pound.  There  was  an  end  to  a  hierarchy 
when  once  it  was  diminished.  The  total 
destruction  of  it  must  afterwards  become 
merely  a  question  of  expediency.  The 
measure  would  conciliate  neither  Pro- 
testants nor  Catholics.  It  could  not  con- 
ciliate the  Protestants ;  and  the  most  in- 
fluential Roman  Catholic  Members  said 
at  the  outset  that  it  would  not  satisfy  that 
body.  This  clause  involved  the  whole 
principle ;  that  was,  the  right  of  an  as- 
sembly of  laymen  to  interfere  in  the  spirit-  - 
ualities  of  the  Church.  Parliament  never 
did  more  in  this  respect  than  confirm 
the  Acts  of  Convocation. 

Colonel  Conolly  should  be  wanting  in 
his  duty  to  his  constituents  and  his  coun* 
try,  were  he  not  to  oppose  the  Bill  then 
under  consideration  in  every  stage.  He 
considered  the  measure  as  not  merely  in- 
jurious to  the  Church,  but  as  more  calcu- 
lated to  advance  the  projects  of  those  who 
were  hostile  to  the  connexion  of  the  two 
countries,  than  any  one  Act  of  Parliament 
that  had  ever  been  devised.  He  observed 
with  regret  that  hon.  Members  in  discus** 
sing  this  subject,  treated  the  Church  of 
Ireland  as  though  it  were  not  a  portion  of 
the  United  Church  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  If  Protestantism  were,  as  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be,  the  purest  faith,  why  then 
should  not  the  professors  of  that  faith  in 
Ireland  receive  equal  protection  with  their 
brethren  in  England  ?  They  held  by  their 

religion  as  faithfully  as  the  people  oit  Eng* 
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kind  did,  and  hf  woold  beg  leave  to  in- 
form  hit  Majeety'e  Ministera  thai  Pro- 
ieatantism  wae  ihe  link  and  bond  which 
uniled  them  with  Bogland*  It  was  thero- 
fore  inciianbent  on  Minifters,  by  every  tie 
moral  and  religioiit,  as  well  as  polittoaly 
to  Qherisb,  footer  and  protect  the  Pro- 
teptanta  of  Ireland.  If  hon.  Members 
knew  bow  strongly  bis  constituenoyy  and 
indeed  the  whole  north  of  Ireland  felt 
upon  the  subject  then  under  discussion, 
they  would  see  how  unwise  it  would  be 
to  interfere  with  their  religion,  or  cause  a 
diminution  of  tlieir  tights.  Was  it  be- 
cause a  majority  of  the  population  of 
Ireland  was  Roman  Catholic  that  the  Pro- 
testant Church  was  to  be  sacriBced  ?  He 
did  not  wish  to  molest  any  Roman  Catho- 
lic, or  'interfere  with  the  spiritual  matters 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  but  he 
could  not  see  any  reason  why  the  Pfo- 
tastaqt  Church  should  be  assailed  as  in 
the  present  instance,  unless  its  ultimtite 
annihilation  was  intended.  The  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  member  for  Derbyshire 
(Mr.  Oisbo^ne)  very  plainly  stated,  on  a 
former  evening,  his  reasons  for  supportitig 
this  measure,  which  he  (Colonel  Conolly) 
could  only  consider  was  meant  as  another 
sacrifice  at  the  slirine  of  agitation.  But  it 
would  not  satisfy  the  Roman  Catholics,  as 
had  been  clearly  demoustrated  in  that 
House.  Why,  then,  he  would  ask,  did 
Ministers  persevere  in  a  measure  which 
was  highly  galling  to  the  national  feeling, 
.  and  the  tendency  of  which  was  to  advance 
those  measures  which  his  M^esty's  Mi- 
nisters appeared  to  deprecate.  He  could 
not  contemplate  any  measure  better  calcu- 
lated than  that  then  under  disou^ion  to 
forward  the  views  of  the  enemies  of  Ire* 
land.  The  proposition  to  reduce  the 
number  of  the  Bishops  in  Ireland  was  one 
which  he  could  never  consent  to.  The 
venerated  Prelate  at  the  head  of  the  Church 
in  that  country  had  given  it  as  his  opin- 
ion,  that  he  would  prefer  reducing  the 
salaries  of  all  the  Bishops  to  reducing 
their  number.  Where,  then,  he  would 
ask,  was  the  necessity  of  heapinjg  unne- 
cessary insult  upon  tne  Church  f  What 
object  could  there  be,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, of  degrading  it,  unless  with  a  view 
to  its  ultimate  annihilation?  He  would 
not  yield  to  any  man  in  a  wish  to  improve 
its  practice,  or  render  its  ministration  more 
perfect ;  and  if  this  could  be  effected  by 
altering  the  appropriation  of  the  revenue 
of  the  Church|  it  should  meet  with  no  op* 


poaitkm  from  him,  bMt  to  its  pras««t  de- 
gradation and  ultianale  ani|it)il«uoa  be 
never  would  ha  a  party.    He  loved  ik 
Chorch  as  being  the  source  of  tbe  littk 
moral  good  whieh  was  to  bo  found  in  iiv- 
land.    Why>  then,  should  liia   M«^ie«lf'< 
Af  inisters  wisli  to  diminish  t(io  ae«ii»>  aad 
curtail  the  nesonrces,  of  an  eatsiUiabiafat 
that  had  prodttcod  so  mudi  toofoi  god 
as  the  Protestant  Churoh  in  Ireltsod  was 
capable  of  effecting  ?  What,  ho  viroold  ask. 
was  the  crime  which  stained  theobaracien 
of  the  peasantry  of  Ireland*  but  tbo  de- 
based standard  of  morals  wlii^  ewited 
there  ?  He  knew  the  wants  aad  wiahes  sf 
the  lower  orde^a  in  Ireland,  and  it  had 
ever  been  his  anxious  wish  to  roiae  thea 
in  the  scale  of  society  and  improve  thea 
moral  habits — and  he  waa  ooiiii4ool  that 
if   they   were    allowed    free    agpency   tl 
thought,  and  that  tlie  sourcea  of  ibe  Es- 
tablished Church  wore  not  oortsisled,  no 
more  powerful  engine  could  be  reeorted  is 
than  the  ministration  of  the  Church  of 
England;    the  moral  and  religioos  cha- 
racter of  the  people  would  speed  it  j  be  ion 
proved,  and  the  internal  peace  and  bappi- 
neas  of  the  country  placed  upoo  a  sacoic 
basis.  It  was  impossible  that  national  pros- 
perity could  exist  without  sound  moral  prio- 
ciples ;  and  looking  to  the  want  of  these 
principles  as  the  greatest  evil  under  whiek 
that  country  laboured,  he  looked   vilk 
sorrow    upon   the   introduction    of   aay 
measure,   the  baneful  effects  of   which 
must  be  to  curtail  the  propagation  of  pria- 
ciples  which  must  tend  to  counteract  that 
evil.     It  was  the  absence  of  sound  oiorsl 
principles  which  made  the  passions  of  the 
people  so  excitable — it.iras  the  want  of 
sound  moral  principle  which  reodevod  life 
and  property  insecure,  and  rendered  the 
laws    of   no   effect-- and   if  Geotlenea 
wished  to  uphold  the  connexion  betweea 
the  two  countries,  let  ihem  bewaic  hov 
they  disgusted  the  Protestants  of  Iieleod. 
He  admitted,  with  pain,  that  previous  to 
the  Union,  the  clergy  of  the  Established 
Church  in  Ireland  acted  with  great  sopiae- 
ness.     Since  then,  however,  a  gveat  al* 
teration  had  taken  plaoe<^-a  stimulas  had 
been  applied,  and  a  very  extensive  diffusioa 
of  moral  and  religious  knowledge  had 
taken  place.    This,  he  thought,  was  the 
moment  when  great  good  might  be  eAecied. 
A  certain  portion  of  instruction  had  been 
communicated  to  the  people ;  the?  weie 
now  in  possession  of  a  considerable  de- 
greo  of  knowUdgOi  wbicbf  if  w\  imm* 
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IMiaied  ftiid  coniroUed  by  th*  incvlcMioo 
of  souBd  moral  priociples»  would*  ao  fur 
from  being  tbe  «oqroe  of  good,  but  act  as 
•UmulanU  to  sediuon,  violence,  and  ont- 
fiige«  When  this  Bill  was  fiat  introduced, 
bia  hon*  ftieDd,  tbe  member  for  Oxford, 
liad  ^pokeup  and  jqstly  sp,  of  the  expan- 
ai«e  fnrce  of  Proteatantism.  He  believed, 
that  aooprdingly  as  tbe  population  of  Ire- 
iapd  advanced  in  knowledge,  and  exer- 
cised a  freedom  of  thought  and  actiont  so 
would  i^n  extension  of  Protestant  princi- 
ples take  pJace*  He  bad  never  done  any- 
thing to  induce  to  proaelytismt  but  he 
would  say  the  advancement  of  the  moral 
principles  of  the  Established  Religion  in 
Ireland  could  not  be  looked  upon  by  any 
man  but  es  an  advantage  to  that  country. 
He  claimed  for  the  Established  Church 
tbe  recognition  of  her  having  done  much 
to  improve  the  moral  feeling  of  tbe  coun- 
try»  and  instead  of  being  spoliated,  she 
puglit  to  be  fostered,  cherished,  and  re- 

STded*  He  would  not  repeat  anything 
at  might  be  calculated  to  lessen  tbe 
efiiciency  of  what  bad  fallen  from  his  bon. 
an^  learned  friend,  ^the  member  for  the 
University  of  Dublin.  .  He  concurred  in 
tbe  view  taken  by  bis  bon.  friend,  and 
would  be  most  happy  to  lend  his  humble 
efforts  in  carrying  those  views  into  effect* 
He  had  strong  objections  to  tbe  principle 
involved  in  the  clause,  and  be  also  ob- 
jected to  many  of  the  particular  bishoprics 
wbiob  it  was  proposed  to  reduce.  The 
Bishops  of  Cork*  Waterford,  and  Osaory, 
«erc  not  only  diocesans,  but  tbe  trustees 
of  large  funds  which  had  been  left  for 
charitable  purposes.  He  bad  heard  it 
from  two  of  tne  Bishops,  and  from  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  Waterford,  that  if 
these  bishoprics  were  abolished,  the  cha- 
ritiea  would  be  diverted  to  other  purposes 
than  those  intended,  and  the  munificence 
of  the  testators  would  run  in  a  different 
course  from  that  which  they  bad  marked 
put  for  their  appropriation*  He  regretted 
exceedingly  to  find,  that  the  principles  now 
frequently  broached  in  that  House  had 
becomo  90  paUtable.  It  was  broadly 
atatedi  and  the  sentiments  were  cheered 
by  bon*  Membersj  that  property  was 
merely  a  matter  of  opinion.  Should 
these  princifJes  continue  to  gain  ground, 
a  aubue  cesuiat  would  have  nothieg  to  do 
but  to  set  to  and  despoil  it,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  West-India  planter.  When  such 
afgoments  were  received  with  approbation 

|»  Ffurljracnti  bn  gouM  not  view  without 


I  alurm  the  inevitable  result  whieb  must 
eosue--a  result  which  bad  been  so  long 
foreseen  and  which  wasso  rapidly  appfoach- 
ing*  Tbe  public  taste  for  spoliation  would 
be  found  to  increase  in  proportion  as  its 
appetite  was  pandered  to,  until  at  length 
all  species  of  property  wouM  he  4e<* 
stroyed. 

Sir  Robert  BatesoH  said,  he  should  npt 
trespass  long  upon  the  time  of  the  House, 
and  in  the  few  observations  which  ha 
meant  to  offer  would  confine  himself  to 
the  clause  then  before  the  Committee, 
which  he  thought  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant clauses  in  the  Bill.  He  stated,  on  a 
former  occasion,  that  the  Hou^e  hayiog 
recognized  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  he 
would  do  everything  in  his  power  to  reform 
the  Church,  as  far  as  he  could  do,  adhering 
to  the  preamble  of  the  Bill,  which  set 
forth  that  it  was  intended  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  religion  in  IreUod.  He 
would  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of 
Ministers  to  tlie  proposition  which  bad 
been  submitted  by  his  bon,  friend,  the 
member  for  the  University  of  Dublin  (Mr. 
Shaw),  and  which  had  not  been  met  by 
any  hon.  Gentleman  who  supported  the 
Bill.  Instead  of  diminishing  the  number 
of  Bishops,  he  could  not  conceive  why  his 
Majesty's  Government  should  not  be  con- 
tent with  diminishing  their  salaries  as 
proposed ;  and  thus  the  fund  which,  they 
stated,  would  be  necessary  to  provide  for 
Church-cess,  and  the  augmentation  of 
small  livings,  would  be  placed  at  their  . 
disposal,  and  the  Protestants  of  Ireland 
saved  from  the  degradation  they  must  feel 
ifthe  numberof  their  Bishops  were  reduced. 
If  Ministers  wished  to  act  in  the  true  spirit 
of  reform,  why  should  they  not  equalise 
the  revenues  of  the  bishoprics— say,  for 
instance,  4,000^.  a-year  for  each,  and  thus 
create  a  fund  adequate  for  all  the  purposes 
required?  He  strongly  objected  to  the 
practice  of  translating  a  Bishop  from  one 
see  to  another.  He  thought  Bishops 
should  not  be  oolitical  Bishops,  and 
therefore  he  should  wish  to  see  the  power 
of  the  Minister  over  them  curtailed.  Ha 
also  strongly  objected  to  Bishops  not 
residing  within  their  sees,  and  would  give 
no  opposition. to  a  proposition  curtailing 
their  mcomes  to  half  salaries,  in  the  event 
of  their  not  residing  six  months  within 
their  sees.  He  should  like  to  hear  from 
some  member  of  the  Government  a  reason 
for  not  adopting  the  proposition  of  his  boo. 

friend  (Sir.  Sbgw),  but  up  to  tW  momf  ot, 
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no  answer  had  been  attempted  by  any 
liOD.  Membet  of  that  House,  whether 
friend  or  foe.  He  had  latterly  heard  very 
extraordinary  sentiments  broached  in  that 
House  with  respect  to  the  rights  of  pro- 
perty. One  hon.  Member  not  long  ago 
said  that  one-half  the  Church  lands  ought 
to  be  given  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy » 8^nd  the  justice  of  such  an  appro- 
priation of  the  revenues  of  the  Church  was 
not  denied  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers. 
He  also  heard  still  more  recently  a  most 
extraordinary  speech  made  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  General  opposite  (Sir  H. 
Vivian).  No  man  admired  that  gallant 
Officer  in  his  professional  capacity  more 
than  he  did,  but  haying  had  the  honour  of 
a  seat  in  that  House  for  three  successive 
Parliaments,  he  must  say,  that  he  never 
heard  sentiments  uttered  that  appeared  to 
him  so  extraordinary  as  those  contained 
in  the  gallant  General's  speech — senti- 
ments, be  it  remarked  too,  so  different 
from  those  professed,  at  least,  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers.  Those  sentiments  he 
must  not  consider  so  much  the  senti- 
ments of  the  gallant  General,  as  those 
of  the  highest  personage  in  Ireland.  He 
could  not  but  feel  a  considerable  degree 
of  distrust  at  hearing  such  sentiments 
broached  in  such  a  quarter,  when  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  did  not  deem  it  ne- 
cessary to  repudiate  them.  He  should 
strongly  support  the  plan  proposed  by  his 
hon.  friend  for  reducing  the  incomes  of  the 
Bishops,  rather  than  their  numbers. 
Should  the  bishoprics  be  joined  as  pro- 
posed, the  great  extent  of  country  they 
would  cover  must  preclude  the  possibility 
of  the  Bishop  discharging  efficiently  the 
duties  imposed  on  him.  Many  of  those 
bishoprics  would  comprise  an  extent  of 
country  of  150  Irish  miles;  and  he  would 
put  it  to  English  Members,  whether  it  was 
possible  the  Bishop,  under  such  circum- 
stances, could  perform  the  duty  as  it 
ought  to  be  done.  The  Bishops  were  in 
the  habit  of  not  only  attending  the  churches, 
but  of  preaching  in  every  Church  through- 
out the  diocese.  It  was  impossible  that 
that  arduous,  and  what  he  considered 
necessary  duty,  could  be  performed,  if  the 
bishoprics  were  united.  For  these  rea- 
sons, and  wishing  to  promote  a  real  and 
Bobstantial  reform  in  the  Church  of  Ireland, 
he  should  vote  for  keeping  the  number  of 
Bishops  as  at  present,  but  for  reducing 
their  mcomes. 
.   Lord  4ttAofp  said|  that  to  leave  (be 


number  of  Bishops  as  they  now  were,  wU 
twenty  or  thirty  parishes  io  a  diocese. 
would  be  a  scandal ;  he  meant  Ihst  it  wii 
so  contrary  to  the  system  in  Bngiaod^tlni 
it  could  not  be  to  the  benefit  of  the  Cbnid 
that  it  should  remain  so.  The  qoesuoi 
to  be  looked  at  was,  what  was  niosl  expe- 
dient and  most  for  the  benefit  of  tkt 
Church.  And  it  appeared  to  him  thai 
this  alteration  was  essential  to  Che  ia> 
terests  of  the  Church,  and  would  mnof? 
many  objections  urged  against  it. 

Colonel  Perceval  said,  that  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  late   Secretary  for 
Ireland,  had  stated  on  a  former  oecasios, 
that  the  principal  object  Mtnistera  had  m 
reducing  the  number  of  bishoprics  in  Ire- 
land,  was,  for  the  purpose  of  crealiog  t 
fund  to  meet  the  sum  collected  oo  aocoeat 
of  Vestry-cess,  and  also  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  woikiaf 
clergy.     Now  it  had  been  stated,  and  widi 
great  truth,  that  an  ample  fond  coold  be 
found  without  inflicting  the  grataitoas  is- 
suit  upon  the  Protestants  of  irelaad  whicfa 
was  meditated.     He  knew  that  rededng 
the  number  of  Bishop  would  be  fek  m  Ire- 
land as  an  insult;  and    that   it  was  a 
gratuitous  one,  no  man  who  had  heard  the 
speech  of  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Shaw)co<dd 
doubt.    The  right  hon.  Gentlenian»  also, 
in  introducing  the  measure  stated^  that 
another  object  Ministers  had  in  view  wu, 
to  do  away  with  abuses  in  the  Chareh. 
Now,  the  only  abuse  they  appeared  in- 
clined to  remedy   was,  the  curtailing  of 
the  number  of  Bishops.    He  had  listened 
to  the  whole  of  the  debates  most  atten- 
tively, and   heard  no  other.     His  hoo. 
friend,  the  member  for  the  University  of 
Dublin  (Mr.  Shaw),  had  aAed  a  qvestion 
which  had  met  with  no  answer^  and  it  was 
this — whether  it  would  not  be  better  that 
the  Bishops  of  Deny  and  Raphoe  should 
each  have  4,000/.  a-year,  than  that  ths 
Bishop  of  Derry  should  have  8,000/.  ?  He 
regretted  to  find,  that  one  of  the  aign* 
ments  brought  forward  by  his  hoo.  friend 
(Mr.  Shaw)  appeared  to  make  little  im- 
pression on  his  Majesty's  Govermneot— 
namely,  the  feeling  which  such  a  measere 
as  the  present  was  calculated  to  create  io 
Ireland,  with  regard  to  the  Repeal  of  the 
Union.    He  (Colonel   Peroend)  looked 
upon  the   consequences   likely  to  (few 
from  it  in  connexion  with  that  question 
as  most  dangerous,  alid  he  called  upon 
his  Majesty's  Government  to  weigh  the 
matter  well  before  theyaltogethereslniiged 
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the  feelings  of  the  ProtetUnte  of  Ireland. 
The  fMrinate,  in  a  con  venation  with  hitn, 
said,  that  he  only  consented  to  a  diminu- 
tion in  tbenumberofBishops,  in  the  event 
of  no  other  means  being  found  to  supply 
the   necessary  fund.    Those  means  had 
been  devised,  and  he  hoped  his  Majesty's 
Mintetets    would    take    the    proposition 
iolo  their  consideration.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  stated,  that   the    number  of 
benefices    which    the    Bishops    had     to 
superiQtend   was   very   limited,   and    he 
cited  the  instance  of  Kitlaia,  in   which 
there  were  only  twenty- seven   benefices. 
He  (Ck>lonel  Perceval)  believed,  that  since 
that    return    had    been   made   out,   the 
number  had  been  increased  by  the  divi« 
sion  of  parishes.     He  knew,  himself,  that 
the  pariah  of  Erris  was  twenty-six  miles 
long  by  twenty  in  breadth,  and  within 
a  abort  period  it  had  been  divided  into 
two ;  but  if  the  fVinds  admitted  of  it,  it 
ought    to  have   been   divided   into   six 
parishea*    There   were  other  parishes  in 
the    neighbourhood   where  he   (Colonel 
Perceval)  resided,  which    were  also  so 
large  aa   to  require  being  divided.    He 
thought  they  might  learn  a  lesson  from 
the    Roman   CaUiolics,  who  instead  of 
diminishing  the  number  of  their  Bishops, 
.increased  them.    In  Killala  and  Achonry 
there  was  but  one  Bishop  of  the  Estab- 
lished   Church,    while    there    were    two 
Reman  Catholic  Bishops.    On  the  whole, 
seeing  that   no  just    reason  had    been 
given     for     reducing    the    number    of 
Bishops,  he  must  oppose  the  clause. 

Mr.  Dammiek  Broiimesaid,  that  a  third 
of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  were  Pres« 
byterians,  who  hated  the  hierarchy  as 
much  as  the  Roman  Catholics.  If  the 
Protestants  were  spread  over  Ireland  as 
over  England,  twdve  Bishops  would  be 
as  sufficient  for  the  area  of  Ireland  as 
twenty- six  for  England. 

Sir  Robert  Bateean  could  not  permit 
the  observations  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Mayo  (Mr.  D.  Browne)  to  pass  without  a 
reply.  That  hon.  Member  stated,  that  the 
Preabyterians  of  Ireland  hated  episcopacy 
even  more  than  they  did  Popery.  Now  he 
(Sir  R.  Bateson)  resided  in  a  part  of  the 
conntry,  the  great  body  of  the  population 
of  which  was  composed  of  Presbyterians, 
and  on  their  part  he  must  state,  that  they 
entertained  neither  hatred  for  episcopacy 
or  popery.  In  truth  there  was  no  class  of 
men  who  lived  in  greater  harmony  with 
the  Church  of  England. 


Mr.  Shaw  dedined  dividing  the  Com« 
mittee  on  the  clause,  upon  the  ground 
that,  as  he  had  stated,  when  he  urged  its 
postponement  in  the  beginning  of  the 
evening,  it  must  undergo  further  discussion 
when  the  hon.  Members  who  were  alluded 
to  should  be  in  the  House,  and  when  the 
queslion  of  the  security  of  Church  property 
should  be  settled,  as,  until  then,  he  would 
not  make  any  proposition  touching  the 
reduction  of  the  incomes  of  future  Bishops. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  the  division 
would  be  more  conveniently  taken  at  a 
future  stage. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  from  33  to  38  also,  inclusive 
were  agreed  to. 

The  House  resumed ;  the  Committee  to 
sit  again. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Tuesday,  June  18,  1833. 

MiiffOTVflL]  BiBi.  The  Royil  Anmt  wm  glvtn  by  Oom* 
mlniaii  to  ttie  ftritefwh^  BUli t— COoiolkbicd  Fundi 
Poiioeoaoei(LoadOB):  Staflbrd  Brikaiy.— RMdaMemd 
Unet—MUttlA  Ballot  SutpMskiB. 

PrtiUoot  preienled.  By  Lord  Dum DASt  ftom  wvand  Placet. 
Ibr  ttw  AboUtfaB  of  Slevefy.— By  Locd  5um«j>,  tnm 
Bradlbfd,  for  an  AMsattoii  la  the  Apofheaariw  Aati  and 
(hm  Cavan  tot  a  Reviiloii  of  the  Ciholnal  Code.^'By 
Lord  PoLnatOBB,  ftom  two  F1aea«  Ibv  Amcndhig  the  Sale 
or  Beer  Ad. 

St.  Luke's  Vestry  Bill.]  Lord 
Western  moved  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill.  He  stated  that  the  ohjectof  it  was  to 
lower  the  qualification  of  those  who  voted 
for  the  appointment  of  the  Select  Vestry, 
or  that  part  of  them  to  whom  was  in* 
trusted  the  management  and  direction  of 
the  poor.  There  were  16,000  houses  in 
the  parish,  and  yet  the  number  of  persons 
capable  of  voting  was  very  small.  This 
was  in  consequence  of  the  reduced  vaioe 
of  property.  The  qualification  to  give  the 
right  of  voting  was  by  the  Act  of  1808, 
fixed  at  the  renting  a  house  assessed  at 
30/.  per  annum.  In  consequence  of  the 
change  in  the  value  of  property  since  that 
period,  many  of  the  houses  that  then  let 
at  30^  per  annum,  now  let  for  only  20/. 
a-year.  The  object  of  this  Bill,  therefoie, 
was  to  carry  into  efiect  the  intention  of 
the  former  Act,  which  was  now  in  some 
degree  frustrated  by  a  change  of  circam- 
stances.  The  principle  of  this  Bill  bad 
been  already  recognized  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, for  a  Bill  had  been  last  year  passed 
to  lower  the  qualification  of  the  voters  for 
the  trustees  of  the  lighting  and  paving  in 
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the  parish.  That  Act  worked  well ;  and 
the  inhabitants  wished  the  principle  of  i 
to  be  extended  to  the  case  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Directdt-s  of  the  Poor.  He 
thought  there  Would  be  no  difficulty  in 
their  Lordships  agreeing  to  adopt  the  same 
principle  now  which  they  had  already 
recogft)ized.  If  there  should  be  arly  ob- 
jections to  the  details  of  the  Bill,  they 
might  be  amended  in  the  Committee. 
He  moved  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Lord  Segrave  moved,  ds  an  Amendment, 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this 
day  six  months.  The  former  Bill  on  this 
subject  had  stated,  that  "  great  dissatis- 
faction" prevailed  in  the  parish  with  re- 
spect to  the  present  system.  The  word 
"  great  '^  was  now  struck  out,  and  he  was 
informed,  that  among  Uie  parishioners  at 
large  there  was  no  dissatisfaction  whatever. 
There  were  nOw  1,274  Vestrymen,  and, 
this  Bill  would  Increftte  that  deliberative 
assembly  to  3,000;  for  it  was  in  faot  a  Bill 
to  lower  the  qualifleation  of  a  Vestryman. 

Lord  Kenytm  was  likewise  opposed  to 
the  Billf  and  should  Support  the  Amend* 
ment. 

Lord  Si^fftM  thought  there  was  some 
misunderstandings  for^  as  he  was  informed, 
there  were  but  forty-eight  Directors  of  the 
Poor,  and  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to 
increase  the  cotistituency  of  that  body. 
That  object  had  his  decided  support. 

Lord  Wharfidliffe  should  not  vote 
against  the  second  reading  while  the 
object  of  it  was  thus  in  doubt.  He  wished 
fbr  itifbrniation  on  oath  on  the  subject. 
But  if  he  found,  as  he  believed  he  should, 
that,  by  Sir  John  Hobhoase's  Bill,  all  the 
persons  rated  In  a  certain  way  were  Vestry- 
men, and  that  the  object  ot  this  Bill  was 
to  increase  the  number  of  Vestrymen,  he 
should  vote  against  it. 

Lord  Wynjford  believed,  that  that  wds 
the  ctwe.  He  thought  1 ,274  Vestrymeh 
sufficiently  numerous,  and  should  vote  fbr 
the  Amendment. 

the  EsrI  at  Snffblk  thought,  that  while 
the.  matter  was  in  doubt  they  ought  to  go 
into  the  Committee. 

The  House  divided  on  the  Amendment: 
Contents  16;  Not  Contents  7 — Majority 
11. 

Bill  thrown  out. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 

Tutiddy,  June  16,  1633. 
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nvLLt  MbtKxHk  ti  ftB  Flatf i  fts^ 

otivMl,  Mid  of  Mowf  paUrasib  by  Hie  DIvMival  Ji 

of  Uie  Polke  District  of  DuUin  Mctippolfe,  bom 

of  the  last  Retiini,  to  Jaaucify  18SS.---4lki  lltf 

Mr.  RotiimN,  m  AflMNBi  or  dw : 

the  HouM or  Indiiidry*  I>ubliBc  wim  aa  SliMiiii  «r«te 

Salaiict  and  EmblumantB  of  the  di  Annt  CucaSea  in  oa 

Benefice  in  ttvland. 

lilU.    R«^aNeolidllRM>«-1i0kallMnatllfc 

PetitioDB  proMnted.  By  Ixnd  ALTiioar«  fiooa  ilw  PaaA  ft 
St.  John.  Tetrington,  oompfadniqg  of  the  fteetnr  of  (^iI 
Pariih  (the  Biihop  of  PnitaotooAH)  t  fkom  tlMiiMMa<> 
for  Ama  Altentldn  in  tbelltlia  ConmriMlB*  BB  «ia 
rcgaxd  to  the  Tithei  on  Hqptjt  ftoao  KUlam^y.  Ibr  an  la- 
provanent  in  the  Tenures  dt  Glefie  Linda;  IMn  iGIfeaca 
(Ireland),  Ibr  the  Repeal  af  th«  StihleWl^  Mti   ftaa 

Byfleld.  and  other  Pbaea,  fbr  RaUafla  UmDimmmb  An 
their  present  Grievances ;  firom  tlie  ReCailen  of  Bee  ■ 
Sheffield  and  other  l>laees,  llbr  PlAdQg  them  <m  a  Ibo^ 
wlOi  UeaiMed  YtotaMDarsi  iad  fiwD  ttii«» 
Slavery.p~By  Mr.  aCoirNBLL,  ftom  the  Vic 
sentatives  of  various  parts  of  the  United  Riqgdosu, 
Uie  Orafit  df  2(^000,0001.  to  the  Sbve  OtmeiA^^By  Mfc 
BtTH<i*w  Aoh  Parti H%Hht  fbr  ftm  tliylat  flit  IM 
Tax,  and  against  amr  Altsratioli  in  the  C^mlmmi  mi 
Drom  s6Yeral  Places,  ror  r  ' 
M4y  Mtk  tl«  B.ClMt■li^  AqiB  li#M4 
the  Malt  T«b-*#r  %x*  WvLbMbAm, 
Burgh:  and  hy  Mr.  BLAMiRa,  ftom  CpekAamcwith  aad 
Penrith,  as^tist  the  OeneM  lUglilir  Bitt.— By  iff.  Wu- 
SEAMAMt  IkMi  ttia  Deaatry  df  AJHttay*  «tnpMiiltf  of 
AbusiB  in  the  Chwrdi  ErtaUislaMBt  tai  Waleat  «*d  Ana 
Preston,  agiinst  the  Renewal  of  the  Eaat-(ndU  CSiaitet.  — 
By  Cblooel  fiYAwa,  fton  Ry«t  ttd  hy  Mr.  WiiJiaAitsi. 
Aram  MwthaMw— ftr  AlWiuioiia  la  thaSalkar  mmm  A& 
•-By  Mr.  CiraiMnro  Bbdcb,  firona  Invetnasa  i  Mr.  11.  iL 
CuaTRia,  finom  BatUe;  and  by  aii  Hon.  Masmsn,  fron 
StaAm!,  Ibr  the  AboMtkiB  ef  Wartiy.  Df  Mr.  Mas»v. 
fhan  Biadindf  a^yost  the  J 


GORPoRATtOir    or    Bostoiy.]     Major 
ttandley :  I  hate  a  Petition  to  piMent  from 
Oharlesi  Fr6deHdk  Berber,  of  Bustoo,  io 
the  couttty  of  Lincoln.    The  fiaet  of  the 
existence  of  the  pablic   ^i«tance    hen 
complained  of^^naiti^ly,  corporate  «A>cise« 
— does  not  retft  solely  upon  this  doemient. 
A    petition,    contaitiing   similar    allega* 
tlons,  and  sign^  bv  many  inbtibitaiits  of 
Boston,  was,  I  belteve,  presented  to  this 
House  by  my  hon.  colletig^e  about  two 
months  ag;o.    That  which  Is  new  to  the 
House  is   the    indivtdtisl   case  of   Mr. 
Barber,  which  demonstrlit^s  cte^rly  tlif 
injury  inflicted  upon  him  indifidually,  and 
upon  the  community  hi  Iftfi^,  by  the  prac* 
tices  complained  or.    The  petltkMier  ac- 
cuses the  Corporation  of  Boston  of  ha?ia|r 
applied  to  political  and  party  porpbsestheir 
authority  as  Mag;istrates,  and  the  reaoQfces 
of  the  town  of  which  they  are  tfuftleM-- 
of  haying  expended  lar^e  sttms  of  monej 
to  uphold  illegal  claims.    He  ttssertA,  also, 
that  at  all  the  late  electiohs  for  Members 
of  Parliament,  they  hate  been  in  the  htbit 
of  forcing  their  dependents  to  rote  ae- 
cording  to  their  dietlitfon  under  pain  of 
I  losing  their  situations.    Upon  tht^se  pablte 
I  (grounds  Mr.  Barber  appears  beftnt  the 
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Mouse  as  a  petitioner,  and  it  becomes  my 
duty,  however  painful,  to  call  its  attention 
to  the  state  of  the  Corporation  of  Boston. 
I  now  proceed  to  the  case  of  the  petitioner, 
and  I  am  bound  to  say,  that  the  state- 
ment I   am  about  to  make  is,  from  all  1 
can     learn,  substantially   true.     At  the 
election  of  1831  party  spirit  ran  high,  and 
gave    ria«  to  much  contention ;    on  one 
occasion  a  disturbance  took  place,  windows 
vrere   broken,  and  damage  was  done  to 
other  property.     But  as  these  unlawful 
proceedings  arose  out  of  the  customary 
iiceuce  of  elections,  an  earnest  wish  was 
felt  by  a  msgority  of  the  inhabitants,  when 
excitement  had  subsided,  that  the  oflbnd- 
ers  should  not  be  prosecuted*    In  order 
to  smooth  the  way  for  this  act  of  clemency, 
and  restore  peace  and  hamiony  among 
neighboura,  at  a  public  testry  It   was 
agreed,  upon  the  express  uhderstanding 
that   no   prosecution  should  take  place, 
that  the  amount  of  damage  done  snould 
be  paid  for  out  of  the  parochliil  rate ;  and 
it  was  paid  accordingly.      Nevertheless, 
an  indictment  was  preferred  by  the  Mads- 
trates  and  others  of  their  party  against 
nine  men   implicated  in  the  tumult,  and 
they  were  convicted  and  sent  to  gaol.     It 
was  thought  in  the  town,  that  these  men 
were  hardly  used,  that  the  promise  of  an 
amnesty  had  been  violated,  and  consider- 
able interest  being  (bit  for   their  case, 
several  addresses  were  printed  and  pub- 
lished, ei  posing  the  hardship  to  which  they 
were  subjected.    A  considerable  number 
of  copies  of  one  of  these  addresses  was 
publicly  circulated  from  house  to  house, 
was  put  in  the  windows  of  a  great  many 
tradesmen,  and  exposed  to  view  in  other 
public  parts  of  ihe  town.    The  petitioner, 
among  the  many  who  had  placed  these 
Bills  in  their  windows,  were  apprehended 
under  warrants,  taken  before  tne  borough 
Magistrates,  and  by  them  convicted  on 
the  oath  of  the  Beadle,  and  6ned  in  the 
fall  unmitigated  penalty  of  20t.  for  pub- 
lishing a  printed  bill  without  a  printer's 
name.    The  petitioner  solemnly  oeclares, 
that  he  was  neither  the  author  nor  the 
primer  of  this  bill.    The  penaltv  inflicted 
may  be  supposed  to  have  no  reference  to 
the  contents  of  the  Bill-*they  were  vitu- 
prations — the  Corporation  was  the  object 
of  their  abuse,  and  the  corporate  officers 
composed  the  evidence   as    well  as  the 
Bench,  which  convicted  in  20/.,  having 
•power  of  mitigation  to  5/.,  the  crime 
»^ing  the  exposure  in  a  window  of  a 


hand-bill  printed  without  the  natne  of  a 
printer,  and  previously  circulated  through 
the  town.  Rigidly  to  exact  the  fbll 
penalty  to  such  an  amount,  and  for  such 
an  offence,  under  such  circumstances, 
appears  to  me,  I  confess,  an  Act  of  ex* 
treme  severity,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  This 
is  only  the  beginning — much  more  and 
worse  is  to  come.  At  the  last  Midsummer 
AssiiseS  at  Lincoln,  these  parties,  after 
h&vlng  paid  these  penalties.  Were  indicted 
for  a  libel  on  the  Corporation  of  Boston, 
said  to  be  contained  in  the  aforesaid  hand- 
bill. A  true  bill  was  found,  tt  must  now 
be  supposed  that  a  measure  of  punishment 
was  likely  to  fall  upon  these  offenders,  at 
least  adequate  to  the  crime  laid  to  their 
charge.  The  prosecutors  did  not  think 
so.  Two  more  degrees  of  ilggtavatibh  «t« 
i\M  to  be  enumerated.  At  the  following: 
Assizes,  the  case  was  not  brought  to  tHal, 
but  was  removed  by  eertiorari  to  the  civil 
^ide ;  by  this  process  time  iras  gaihed,  the 
torture  of  suspense,  and  the  feat-  of  aggnl- 
vated expenditure weresoperadded.  LastiV, 
application  was  made  (and  refdsed,  I  am 
happy  to  say)  to  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  a  fewdavs  ago,  for  a  rule  to  change 
the  venue,  on  the  plea  that  an  iropartisi 
Jury,  Special  or  Common,  could  not  be 
had  in  the  large  county  of  Lincoln,  to  try 
the  miitter  at  issue  between  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Boston  and  the  petitioner,  Charles 
Frederick  Barber.  Now,  Sir  it  is,  natural 
to  inquire  who  is  Mr.  Barber?  Hon. 
Gentlemen  will  suppose  that  he  must  be 
some  person  of  great  wealth  and  influence 
whose  consequence  has  rendered  hihi  an 
object  of  jealousy  to  a  public  body  con- 
trolling great  public  resources,  and  wield- 
ing Magisterial  authority.  Mr.  Barber 
must  be  the  patron  of  the  anti-corporate 
party.  The  man  against  whom,  not  the 
whole  force  of  the  law  alone,  but  that 
more  tremendous  engine — the  law's  delay 
— has  been  employed,  must  St  least  be 
wealthy !  No  such  thing,  Mr,  ChaHes  Fre- 
derick Barber,  the  object  of  this  tong^spun 
prosecution,  is  a  noor  lame  tailor  with  a 
large  family  (I  believe  three  children),  and 
possessing  nothing  in  this  world  bnt  his 
industry  wherewith  to  feed  and  clothe 
them.  His  goods  were  distrained  fbr  the 
payment  of  the  penalty  of  20/.,  bnt  re- 
leased by  the  kindness  of  his  friends.  This 
petitioner,  therefore,  humbly  prays  your 
hon.  House  to  take  his  case  under  your 
serious  consideration,  and  in  your  proposed 
enactments  on  the  Law  of  Libel,  aa  in  tbA 
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reforms  which  you  are  about  to  enact  in 
municipal  institulions,  to  take  especial  care 
to  enact  such  laws  as  shall  prevent  the 
officers  and  members  of  the  Body  Corpo- 
rate of  this  borough,  and  other  public 
bodies,  from  expending  the  funds  with 
which  they  are  intrusted  in  bribery  and 
corruption  at  elections,  or  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  individuals  opposed  to  them  in 
politics.  And  that  a  Committee  of  your 
hon.  House  be  appointed,  or  a  Commis- 
sion sent  down  into  this  borough,  to  in- 
vestigate and  examine  evidence  on  the 
spot  as  to  the  abuses  of  the  Corporation 
officers.  Sir,  I  stand  not  here  to  call 
upon  this  House  to  interfere  between  indi- 
viduals struggling  before  the  legal  tribu- 
nals; my  object  is  not  to  screen  from  just 
and  adequate  punishment  any  man,  be  he 
rich  or  poor,  who  may  have  offended 
against  the  existing  laws ;  but  I  feel  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  expose,  in  its  true  colours, 
a  case,  in  which  the  authority  of  a  power- 
ful institution  appears  to  have  been  pros- 
tituted, and  the  discharge  of  Magisterial 
functions  to  have  been  tinctured  with  feel- 
ings of  a  vindictive  and  malignant  nature. 
This  is  no  squabble  of  individuals.  It  is 
here  stated,  and  I  believe  correctly  stated, 
that  these  prosecutions  are  supported  out 
of  the  corporate  funds.  It  could  never 
have  been  the  intention  of  the  donors  that 
their  benefactions  should  be  so  employed. 
This  is  not  a  case  of  individuals,  for  it  is 
well  known,  that  a  body,  in  which  there  is 
a  divided  responsibility,  will  in  many  cases 
adopt  measures  which  no  individual  of 
that  same  body  would  venture  to  pursue 
singly.  It  will  not  now  be  said,  that  Cor- 
porations are  authorised  to  hold  property 
as  an  individual,  and  to  apply  it  to  pur- 
poses having  no  sort  of  reference  to  their 
Charter.  But  suppose  a  divided  interest 
in  a  Corporation,  is  a  majority  to  make 
such  extraneous  application  as  to  deprive 
the  minority  of  all  advantage  whatever  to 
be  derived  from  property  which  all  hold  in 
common?  Towards  the  Corporation  of 
Boston,  individually,  I  have  no  feeling  of 
hostilitv ;  for  one  Member  of  it  I  entertain 
the  highest  re8pect,from  him  I  acknowledge 
with  pleasure  to  have  received  essential 
obligations  ;  he,  I  am  sure,  never  concur- 
red in  these  harsh  measures.  But,  Sir,  in 
my  mind,  the  case  of  this  petitioner  affords 
a  strong  illustration  of  the  injuries  done 
to  individuals  and  to  communities  by  com- 
binations authorised  by  law ;  consequently, 
an  undeniable  proof  of  the  defective  state 


of  the  law«    But  is  tbe  mischief  confined 
to  individuals  or  to  small  commanttia: 
Or  does  it  affect  the  condition  of  the  pob- 
lic  weal  by  corrupting  the  souTGe  of  le^ 
lation  ?     Does  it  not  strike  at  the  root  <:/ 
purity  of  elections? — and  have  not  that 
combinations,  by  corrupting  the  Tjt^t- 
ture,  broueht  this  country  into  a  state  of 
debt  and  difficulty  of  which  no  man  cu 
say  what  will  be  the  termination  ?   In  van 
has  the  Reform  Bill  been  passed,  in  ord^r 
to  secure  purity  of  elections,  if  the  sonre^i 
from  which  corruption  flows  remain  on- 
checked  ;  if  the  instruments  by  meao$  oi 
which  the  legislative  powers  were  formeriT 
usurped  are  still  to  retain  full  force  sod 
vigour ;  if  patronage  shall  continue  to  tare 
the  Alderman,  and  the   Alderman  hau 
still  corporate  powers  wherewith  to  corrupt 
the  burgess  to  yield  obedience,  or  meaiu 
to  corrupt  him  at  the  public  charge ;  \l 
party  feeling  and  private  interest  are  stiK 
to  control  the  appointment  to  petty  olBct$, 
the  distribution  of  public  charities,  and 
the  administration  or  public  jastke,  thei 
is  that  great  measure,  for  which  the  peopk 
have  done  and  suffered  so  much,  a  m«fe^ 
dead  letter.    As  long  as  these  practices 
shall  continue,  so  long  will  tbe  measure  of 
Reform  granted  be  unsatisfactory ;  it  viil 
be.  justly  so,  for  it  is  incomplete,  and  wiO 
every  day  be  less  effective.     It  is  to  be 
deplored,  that  there  is  but  too  much  dis- 
position in  these  days  to  hold  the  consti- 
tuted authorities    in  contempt.       Whes 
such  things  are,  as  those  which   I  hsfv 
related,  it  may  be  matter  of  regret ;  but  it 
can  cause  no  surprise.     When  authority, 
when  the  powers  confided  by  the   law  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people,  is  converted  into 
an  engine  for  oppressing  them  ;  when  all 
sense  of  due  proportion  between  crime  and 
punishment  gives  way  to  feelings  of  poli- 
tical and  private  rancour ;  when  tbe  poor 
man  is  pursued,  persecuted  by  a  body  of 
men,  separated  and  segregated  from  the 
people,  armed  with   privileges  to   sit  on 
the  vantage  ground  of  the  judgment  seat 
for  their  protection  ;  when  tbe  constituted 
authorities  by  their  conduct  merit  con* 
tempt;  then  is  this  House  imperatireK 
called  upon  to  examine,  investigate^  aad 
interpose,  that  it  may  in  the  time  of  ne«d 
rescue  the  laws  from  abuse,  tbe  people 
from  oppression.     It  gives  me  great  satis- 
faction to  hear,  that  the  Committee  on 
abuses  of  Corporations  have  recommended, 
and  that  it  is  the  intention  of  his  Majesiv « 
Ministers  to  appoint  a  CommissioQ  for  the 
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purpose  of  ioquiriog  into  the  practices  of 
those  bodies. 

Mr.  Wilks  supported  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioQy  and  expressed  a  hope,  that  when 
the  question  of  Corporations  was  brou§:ht 
before  the  House,  it  would  not  forg^et  the 
case  of  Boston,  and  of  the  unfortunate 
Barber. 

C1.AIM8  OK  THE  Danish  Govern- 
M  BNT.]  Mr.  Parker  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  Corporation  of  Cutlers  in  Shef- 
fieldy  setting  forth  that  they,  in  common 
with  others  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  had 
sustained  great  loss  in  consequence  of  the 
confiscation,  se?erai  years  ago,  of  property 
to  a  large  amount  by  the  Danish  govern- 
meaty  which  belonged  to  British  subjects. 
The  hon.  Member,  in  laying  that  petition 
before  the  House,  pressed  upon  their  at- 
tention the  oppressive  and  unjust  conduct 
of  the  Danish  government,  and  their  utter 
disregard  of  ^oae  principles  which  had 
hitherto  regulated  civilized  warfare.  But 
the  petitioneis  had  also  a  strong  claim  on 
our  Govemmeot,  arising  from  the  fact, 
that  oar  Government  had  confiscated 
l,200j000t  of  Danish  property,  a  part  of 
which  ought  to  be  appropriated  to  pay 
the  petitioners.  Protection  was  due  from 
the  British  Government  to  every  member 
of  the  British  nation,  at  home  and  abroad ; 
and  he  was  sure  there  was  no  expense  to 
which  the  nation  at  large  would  more 
cheerfully  contribute  than  that  which  re- 
lieved their  fellow-countrymen  from  the 
injustice,  however  provoked,  of  a  foreign 
power. 

Mr.  Buekingkam  supported  the  petition. 
The  claim  was  only  for  100,000/.,  and 
tliat  was  not  one-tenth  of  the  sum  received 
as  droits  of  Admiralty  by  the  Govern- 
ment on  Danish  property. 

The  Debate  was  adjourned. 

QUALIVICATIOV  UNDER  THE  ReFORM 

Act.]  Colonel  EtoMS  would  not  occupy 
much  of  the  attention  of  the  House  on 
the  present  occasion.  The  object  of  his 
Motion  was,  to  repeal  the  proviso  in  the 
27th  clause  of  the  Reform  Act,  relative  to 
the  payment  of  rates  and  taxes  as  a  quali- 
fication for  exercising  the  elective  fran- 
chise. The  effect  of  that  clause,  which 
was  a  very  short  one,  had  been,  as  he  was 
informed,  to  disfranchise  not  fewer  than 
300,000  voters  all  over  the  country.-  In 
Westminster  it  was  expected  that  the 
number  of  voters,  under  the  Reform  Bill, 
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would  have  been  from  18,000  to  20,000, 
but,  in  consequence  of  the  proviso  in 
question,  he  believed  they  did  not  exceed 
6,000,  4,600  being  the  largest  number 
polled  at  the  two  last  contested  elections. 
He  thought  the  clause  highly  objection- 
able, inasmuch  as  it  tended  to  limit  the 
constituency,  the  number  of  voters  under 
a  10/.  franchise  subject  to  this  qualj^ca- 
tion  not  being  greater  than  it  would  nave 
been  under  a  20/.  franchise.  Government 
originally  proposed  the  payment,  not  only 
of  rates  and  taxes  but  of  rent,  as  a  quali- 
fication for  voting ;  but  the  payment  of 
rent  was  abandoned  at  the  instance  of 
the  opponents  of  Reform,  although  he 
thought  Ministers  had  quite  as  good  a 
right  to  require  rent  to  be  paid  as  to  insist 
upon  the  payment  of  rates  and  taxes. 
He,  however,  objected  to  the  existence  of 
any  such  qualification,  the  only  effects  of 
which  were  improperly  to  limit  the  con- 
stituency, and  open  a  door  to  corruption. 
Hundreds  and  thousands  of  voters  had 
had  their  rates  and  taxes  paid  for  them 
by  candidates ;  in  fact,  he  believed  there 
had  been  as  much  corruption  at  the  last 
as  at  any  previous  general  election.  One 
of  the  evils  of  the  clause  was,  that  it  gave 
an  undue  power  of  interference  to  the 
collectors  of  rates  and  taxes,  who  were 
persons  likely  to  interest  themselves  in 
election  tactics.  Upon  every  ground  of 
expediency  and  justice  he  objected  to  such 
a  qualification.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  concluded  by  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  so  much  of 
the  Reform  Act  as  related  to  the  payment 
of  rates  and  taxes  as  a  qualification  for 
exercising  the  elective  franchise. 

Lord  Althorp  wished  to  abstain  from 
making  alterations  in  the  Reform  Act 
during  the  present  Session,  and  until  the 
working  of  the  approaching  Registration 
should  be  observed.  The  object  of  the 
clause  to  which  the  hon.  and  g^lant  Mem- 
ber objected  was  to  afford  a  satisfactory 
proof  of  occupancy.  He  was  aware  that, 
at  the  last  election,  its  effect  had  been  to 
restrict  the  exercise  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise more  than  was  intended  or  expected ; 
but  he  thought  that  objection  would  not 
apply  to  the  next  Registration.  It  was 
partly  owing  to  the  mode  of  collecting 
rates,  and  partly  in  consequence  of  the 
carelessness  or  imperfect  information  of 
electors,  that  the  constituency  had  been 
so  limited  under  this  clause ;  but  neither 
of  those  causes  were  likely  to  operate 
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again ;  ahd  he  did  not  think  that»  in  the 
Registration  about  to  dommence,  there 
would  be  found  that  diminution  of  voters 
in  consequence  of  non-^qualification  of 
which  the  lion,  and  gallant  Member  com- 
plained. The  hon.  Gentleman  stated,  that 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  voters  had  had 
their  rates  paid  for  them  by  candidates: 
he  (Lord  Althorp)  was  not  at  all  aware 
of  that,  and  thought  that  the  lion,  and 
gallant  Member's  information  on  the  sub- 
ject was  fallacious,  or  greatly  exaggerated. 
Under  the  former  system  rates  could  be 
paid  at  the  time  of  polling,  which  was 
evidently  encouragement  to  corruption  ; 
but  now  that  taxes  were  required  to  be 
paid  by  a  certain  day  distant  trom  the 
time  of  election,  a  material  obstruction 
was  thrown  in  the  way  of  bribery.  He 
apprehended,  even  taking  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's statement  as  to  what  had  occurred 
at  the  last  Registry  to  be  correct,  that  a 
similar  result  would  not  occur  at  the  nekt 
Registry.  The  object  of  the  clause  Which 
the  hon.  Member  now  sought  to  alter  was, 
that  the  occupiers  of  10/.  houses  claiming 
a  right  to  vote  therefrom,  should  be  boni 
fide  the  occupiers  of  such  houses.  What* 
ever  might  be  the  amount  of  qualification 
giving  the  elective  franchise,  it  would  be 
admitted  by  every  one,  that  precautions 
should  be  taken  so  as  to  prevent  the  pri- 
vilege from  being  acquired  by  fraudulent 
means.  Now,  the  object  of  this  clause 
was,  to  prevent  persons  who  pretended  to 
occupy  a  house  of  a  certain  value,  which 
it  was  not,  from  acquiring  the  right  of 
voting.  Me  felt  bound,  from  experience 
of  the  working  of  the  Bill  in  this  respect, 
and  upon  general  principle,  to  oppose  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  Hwme  was  sorry  that  the  noble 
Lord  was  opposed  to  this  amendment  of 
the  Reform  Dill.  If,  as  the  noble  Lord 
admitted,  the  effect  of  the  clause  in  ques- 
tion had  been  to  limit  the  constituency, 
and  as,  of  course,  the  noble  Lord's  object 
was  to  enlarge  the  constituency,  he  was 
surprised  to  find  the  noble  Lord  oppose 
this  Motion.  He  understood  the  noble 
Lord  to  say,  that  he  would  agree  to  this 
alteration  next  year. 

Lord  Althorp  said,  he  intended  to  pro- 
pose other  alterations,  but  not  this  one, 
in  the  Reform  Bill,  in  the  next  Session  of 
Parliament. 

Mr.  Hume  regretted  that  this  alteration 
was  not  to  be  included  amongst  the  in- 
tended amendments.     During  the  Mary- 


lebone  election  he  had  himself  aeeii  aevenl 
letters  to  one  of  the  candidates  from  elec- 
tors, who  stated,  that  circumstances  of  a 
temporary  nature  had  prevented  them  from 
paying  their  rates,  but  that  if  he  wouk) 
assist  them  in  doing  so  they  would  vole 
for  him.  Such  a  clog  should  not  be  im- 
posed on  the  right  of  voting.  If  a  man 
possessed  a  house  of  the  bond  fide  value 
of  iOf.,  that  ought  to  be  sufficient  aiscurity 
to  give  him  the  privilege  of  voting,  and 
the  payment  of  taxes  should  not  btf  at  all 
taken  into  account.  When  thh  part  of 
the  Reform  Bill  was  under  dlst^usaion,  he 
(Mr.  Hume)  opposed  it,  and  he  was  b- 
formed  at  the  time  that  this  payment  of 
the  rales,  as  a  condition  prior  to  toting, 
had  been  for  years  the  fruitful  source  of 
bribery  atid  corruption  in  AVestminlter. 
As  an  election  was  likely  to  take  place 
in  the  course  of  the  nekt  y^ar,  it  was  most 
ihiportant  that  they  should  adopt  this 
alteration,  in  order  to  intirease,  ioitead  of 
diminish,  the  number  of  electors^  as  (he 
clause  as  It  stobd  watf  dnltiulnted  Id  do. 

Colonel  Svan$  repliedi  He  had  heard 
no  satisfactory  replv  from  the  noble  Lord 
to  the  objections  which  he  had  fetated  to 
the  clause  referred  to  In  the  Reform  Bill. 
The  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  Mibisters, 
in  resisting  this  Motion,  was  not  calculated 
to  Increase  their  popularity  in  the  Gounlry. 
He  felt  compelled  to  go  to  a  division  oo 
the  Motion. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question, 
that  leave  be  given  to  bring  In  the  Bill : 
Ayes  27  ;  Noes  84— Majority  67. 


List  of 

Barron,  W. 
Bish,  T. 
Blake,  J. 

Buckinghani,  J.  S. 
Butler,  Colonel 
£vans,  ColoiYel 
Fen  ton,  J. 
Field  en,  J. 
Fitzsimon,  C. 
Fryer,  R. 
Gisborne,  T< 
Hume,  J. 

Molesworth,  Sir  W. 
O'Connell,  D. 


the  Ayrs^ 

O'Connell,  J. 
O'Connor,  D. 
Pnrrott,  J. 
Peasfe,  •?. 
Philips,  M. 
Pryltie,  O. 
Hippon,  C. 
Ronayoc,  D. 
Ruthven,  B. 
Tennyson,  Rt.  hon.  C 
Vigors,  N. 
Warburton,tf. 
Williams,  Colonel 


Cork  Laws,]  Mr<  Frper,  after  pre* 
senting  a  Petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Wolverhampton,  prayinr  for  a  repeal,  of 
at  least  considerable  aileration«  of  the 
Corn- laws,  proceeded  with  his  Motioti  ibr 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  fo  alter  and  am^nd 
Act  9,  Geo.  4th,  c.  €0,  commoalj  ealM 
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thfe  Corn-law.  llie  iion.  M^mb^r,  in 
doing  Id,  obsetved,  that  tkts  was  a  far 
more  imponant  metisare  than  anv  which 
had  been  brought  forward  by  his  NIajesty's 
M misters ;  it  was  a  Measure  that  regarded 
the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  people 
of  this  coiintry.  What  was  It  he  Wanted  ? 
What  did  he  aim  at  t  His  object  was,  to 
procure  sufficient  emplbyment  and  suffi- 
ci«Mt  fbod  for  the  people  df  this  country. 
Radical  refbrtnef  as  he  was,  that  was  all 
that  he  aimed  at.  Me  did  not  seek  to 
pull  down  the  aristocracy,  or  to  dethrone 
the  Kln^ ;  all  that  he  aimed  at  was,  to 
obtain  for  the  people  employment  and 
bre&d,  and  he  wished  to  eifect  that  object 
by  repealing  one  of  those  bad  laws  which 
had  been  made  in  that  House  by  a  landed 
oligarchy  !o  despite  of  the  people.  His  erid 
^s  godd.  NdWy  what  were  hi^  means  ? 
His  iDeatis  were  hohest.  He  wished  to 
abolish  all  monopolies,  and,  first  and  tbre- 

tnotx,  that,  without  the  repedl  of  Which 
nothing  else  would  avail— the  hionopoly  of 
ibod,tne  monopotyof  labour— by  repealing 
the  Corn-laws.  The  repeal  of  taxes,  such 
althe  Hotise  and  Window-tax,  would  do 
no  good  unless  the  Corn-laws  were  re- 
pealed. The  Corn-laws  prevented  us  from 
exporting  our  manufactures  to  corn-grow- 
ing countries  in  exchange  for  their  corn, 
and  limited  our  consumption  of  corn. 
The  opening  the  trade  to  China  would 
only  render  tea  cheaper,  it  Would  effect 
no  other  good,  as  we  could  not  send 
manufactures  there :  but  we  could  send 
ourmanoflictnrestocorn-growin^countries 
if  we  were  allowed  to  take  their  corn  in 
exchange.  What  Was  the  nature  of 
slavery  in  the  West  Indies?  There  the 
slaves  were  forced  under  the  fear  of  the 
cart  whip  to  labour  for  the  advantage  of 
their  masters.  The  white  slaves  in  Eng- 
land were  forced  to  labour  (br  tlie  advan- 
tage of  their  landlords,  who  had  made 
wicked  laws,  like  the  Corn  Bill,  to  compel 
them  to  do  so.  In  the  year  1815,  when 
that  bad  Bill  was  brought  forward,  it  was 
opposed  by  Lord  Orenville  on  the  principles 
or  justice,  though  Lord  Orenville  was  a 
Tory.  And  there  were  Tories  now  a-days ; 
hot  what  were  they  ?  They  glorified  Pitt, 
baikitew  not  how  to  imitate  him.  Expe- 
diency was  their  motto.  They  were  all 
their  lives  voting  ae^inst  emancipation, 
lik^  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  member 
InrTsMworih,  When  all  on  a  sudden  they 
veered  round,  arid  votrd  for  it.  Why  ? 
Because  H  wa^  expedient.  The  same  with 


Reform.  They  had  always  opposed  Re- 
form ;  but  in  one  day  turned  round  and 
were  ready  to  vote  for  it,  and  upon  the 
same  plea,  namely,  that  it  was  expedient* 
Oh  !  these  were  bastard  Tories,  born  on  a 
dunghill.  The  right  hon.  Qentlemen 
opposite  had  no  occasion  to  laugh  at  the 
Tories.  They  were  themselves  degenerate, 
apostate  Whigs,  possessed  of  no  statesman- 
like principles ;  who,  having  been  borne 
into  office  on  the  shoulders  of  the  people, 
had  sihce  deserted  the  popular  cause ; 
ingrates,  who  had  kicked  down  the  ladder 
by  which  they  had  mounted  to  power, 
alike  dishonest  to  their  fViends  and  enemies 
to  themselves.  Taxes  should  be  placed 
upon  fixed  property,  and  not  Upon  the 
backs  of  the  people,  until  the  last  feather 
broke  them.  On  what  ground,  he  would 
ask,  did  the  landlords  call  for  protection  T 
He  would  denominate  the  protection  which 
they  got  nothing  but  robbery.  One  pre- 
tence for  this  law  was,  that  it  gave 
remunerating  prices  to  the  farmer  and 
encouraged  agricultnre.  He  was  as  anxious 
as  any  one  could  be  to  encourage  agricul- 
ture ;  but  he  would  contend  that  this  law 
did  no  such  thing;  it  merely  rendered 
the  farmer  a  contfuit-pipe  to  put  greater 

K>fits  in  the  pockets  of  the  landlords, 
e  farmers  were  rendered  by  this  law 
mere  serfs  and  vassals,  and  sponges  for 
the  landlords  to  squeeze.  It  was  said, 
that  the  farmers  suffered  from  the  pressure 
of  the  Poor-rates.  Who  caused  the  Poor- 
rates  ?  [An  Hon.  Member :  "  The  Ma- 
nufacturers^'j.No,  it  was  the  landlords  who 
caused  the  Poor-rates;  by  their  exactions 
they  prevented  the  farmer  from  cultivating 
and  manuring  his  farm ;  they  ate  up  his 
capital,  and  in  that  manner  brought  him 
to  starvation.  The  landlords  asserted,  that 
heavier  taxes  were  imposed  on  them  than 
on  the  inhabitants  living  in  towns.  Even 
if  that  was  the  case,  which  it  was  not, 
it  ought  to  be  so.  They  had  no  right  to 
pay  the  interest  of  the  debt  by  taxes  on 
labour.  Such  taxes  should  be  laid  on  the 
property  of  the  country.  He  was  not  one 
of  those  who  would  take  off*  taxes  so  as 
to  violate  the  public  credit,  or  so  as  to 
prevent  the  Government  from  doing  all 
the  good  they  could  ;  and  he  would  there- 
fore say,  tax  all  the  luxuries  of  life— tea, 
coffee,  sugar,  tobacco,  &c.,  but  let  the 
people  have  their  labour  free,  and  get  in 
exchange  for  it  cheap  food ;  tax  those 
luxuries  but  let  the  industrious  have  cheap 
bread.  Tbe  price  of  food  affected  the 
212 
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manufacturers  because  the  master  could 
not  afford  to  give  the  same  wages  for  ten 
hours  of  labour  as  he  could  for  sixteen 
hours,  and  therefore  the  labouring  classes 
were  obliged  to  work  the  greater  number 
of  hours,  in  order  to  maintain  themselves 
and  families,  and  without  which  excess  of 
labour  it  was  impossible  for  the  manufac- 
turer to  compete  with  foreign  countries. 
"When  the  abolitionists  came  to  ask  him 
for  his  support,he  had  asked  them,  whether 
they  would  do  away  with  the  Corn-laws? 
They  told  him  they  did  not  understand 
the  question.  "  Then  away  with  you," 
cried  be.  He,  however,  wished  to  make 
friends,  and  he  would  ask  those  who  cried 
out  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  had 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  find  it,  to  look  at 
home,  and  endeavour  to  free  the  white 
slaves  in  England  ;  he  could  assure  them, 
if  they  did  not  vote  with  him  to-night,  the 
people  of  England  would  say  that  all  their 
zeal  and  exertions  to  accomplish  the  abo* 
lition  of  negro  slavery  were  based  in  cant, 
and  (he  would  add)  hypocrisy.  The 
Cotton  Lords^  too,  instead  of  asking  for 
delay  with  the  Factory  Bill,  (or  which  he 
would  vote,  in  order  to  rouse  them,  ought 
to  come  forward,  and  boldly  and  stoutly 
demand  a  repeal  of  the  accursed  Bread- tax, 
and  also  the  repeal  of  all  taxes  upon  raw 
materials  of  manufacture ;  he  should  vote 
for  the  Factories  Bill,  in  order  to  compel 
the  Cotton  Lords  not  to  grind  down  the 
labourer.  The  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws 
would  work  beneficially  for  the  interests 
of  the  country,  by  effecting  a  rise  in  the 
price  of  corn  in  other  countries,  and 
thereby  disable  them  from  competing  in 
manufactures  with  this  country,  or  at 
least  would  bring  them  to  the  same  level. 
There  were  some  who  cried  out  for  emi- 
gcation,  and  said,  that  emigration  was 
good,  because  it  enabled  people  to  live 
abroad  who.  would  starve  here,  and  leave 
a  plenty  for  those  who  remained  behind  ; 
and  the  best  of  our  workmen  accordingly 
left,  us;  but,,  he  would  say,  instead  of 
sending  them  abroad  in  search  of  food, 
let.  them  stay  at  home  and  import  it,  in 
spite  of  all  the  boroughmongering  landed 
oligarchy.  Let  the  funded  interest  look 
about  them  too,  if  this  20,000,000/.  for 
the  Colonists  be  added  to  the  funded  debt, 
for  it  was  a  debt  that  would  taint  the 
whole,  and  would  be  sponged  off  with  the 
rest.  As  for  the  Ministers,  they  did  not 
seem  to  know  what  they  were  about,  the 
noble  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 


not  tell  on&  day  what  he  meaat  to  do  the 

day  after.  "  Oh !  there  must  not  be 
this  vacillating;  it  will  never  do."  As  tp 
the  Corn-laws,  their  continuance  on  the 
present  system  would  ruin  the  farmer8,and, 
eventually, thelandowners;  and  these  ricb- 
ly  deserved  it.  The  noble  Lord  had  all  but 
called  the  hon.  member  for  Whitehaven  a 
rogue ;  but  the  noble  Lord  was  to  do  some- 
thing like  what  was  proposed  by  that  hon. 
Member.  This  looked  something  like  the 
Barringtonian  method.  Ministers  looked 
upon  this  question  as  upon  others — as 
Basil  Hall  went  to  America— with  one 
eye ;  and  here  he  would  repeat  what  the 
Massachusett  farmers  said  to  Basil  Hall, 
*'  that  the  English  landed  interest  were 
killing  the  goose  for  the  sake  of  the  egg.** 
If  he  was  asked  who  were  the  greatest 
enemies  to  the  important  interests  be  bad 
mentioned,  he  would  point  to  those  now 
occupying  the  Ministerial  bench^because 
they  went  with  the  oligarchy  in  supporting 
and  keeping  up  this  unjust  tax,,  and  the 
consequent  cruel  and  baneful  monopolies. 
If  he  spoke  to  Christian  men,  he  need  not 
say  more;  the  justice  of  his  cause  was 
as  immutable  and  unchangeable  as  the 
heavens  themselves.  But  before  he  sat 
down,  he  must  say  a  word  or  two  to  his 
Majesty's  Ministers.  Sometime  ago  they 
had  agitated  the  country  from  one  end  to 
the  other — they  had  indirectly,  if  not 
directly,,  encouraged  Political  Unions — 
had  advised  the  King  to  dissolve  the 
Parliament — had  told  the  Bishops  to  put 
their  house  in  order — and,  to  crown  the 
whole,  they  had  (to  use  the  slang  term  of 
the  day)  swamped  the  House  of  Peers. 
For  what  had  all  this  been  done  ?  The 
Government  had  answered,  "  why,  for 
Reform."  But  he  begged  to  ask  where 
the  Reform  was,  or  in  what  it  consisted  ? 
Surely  there  was  no  Reform  in  the  Irish 
Coercion  Bill  ?  There  was  no  Reform  in 
the  Irish  Church  Temporalities  Bill ;  in 
short,  there  had  not  been  a  single  measure 
brought  forward  that  would  benefit  the 
people  of  England.  The  expediency- 
Tories  were  laughing«  jeering*  and  sneer- 
ing at  their  adversaries  opposite,  and 
crying  out  to  them  ''  that  they  had  got 
the  Bill,  the  whole  Bill,  and  nothing  but 
the  Bill.*' True  it  was,  that  the  people  had 
got  '*  nothing  but  the  BiU."  The  noble  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  John  Russell)  had  himself 
admitted  the  other  night  that  hehad  abstain* 
ed  from  bringing  forward  certain  measures, 
dear  to  his  heart,  because  he  was  afraid 
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of  a  collision*  This  statement  be  (Mr. 
Fryer  must  say  was  not  statesmanlike. 
The  noble  Lord  ought  to  bring  forward 
these  measures  even  in  defiance  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  then,  if  that 
House  should  refuse  to  do  justice,  it  would 
be  open  to  the  noble  Lord  to  appeal  to 
the  people  by  a  dissolution.  That  would 
be  the  truly  fiiir  course,  and  it  must  come 
to  it.  There  was  now,  it  was  well  known, 
ft  strong  impression  abroad  that  affairs 
could  not  remain  as  they  were  at  present, 
great  apprehensions  were  entertained  of  a 
great  and  sudden  change.  The  country 
stood  now,  as  it  were,  upon  a  Vesuvius, 
and  there  must  either  be  Reform  or  Revo- 
lution. He  sought  by  his  present  Motion, 
which  was  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  Act  9th  George  4th,  c.  60, 
commonly  called  the  Corn-Law,  to  return 
back  to  the  system  which  prevailed  in  the 
year  1791,  when  the  country  flourished 
and  prospered.  At  that  time,  when  the 
price  of  wheat  was  between  50s.  and  Sis, 
the  duty  per  quarter  was  only  2s.  6d,  He 
should  hope  the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
Althorp)  entertained  something  of  the 
same  opinion  on  this  subject  as  himself, 
at  least  he  was  sure  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  ought  to  do  so,  for  if  he 
(Mr.  Fryer)  had  read  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  speech  correctly,  he  had  at 
Manchester  hoisted  the  flag  of  free  trade. 
Lord  Althorp  thought,  that  the  question 
having  already  been  fully  discussed  during 
the  present  Session  of  Parliament,  it  was 
not  now  necessary  to  enter  into  another 
discussion  upon  it,  particularly  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  must  be  aware  that  the  ground 
of  the  former  decision  of  the  House  upon 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  col- 
league was  not  a  direct  rejection  of  the 
Motion,  but  merely  that  at  the  present 
time  it  was  not  desirable  to  enter  into  it. 
He  Was  ready  to  tell  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
that  his  (Lord  Althorp^s)  own  opinion 
accorded  with  many  of  the  statements 
which  had  been  made  by  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, but  he  differed  from  him  in  the 
mode  in  which  he  proposed  to  deal  with 
the  subject.  He  (Lord  Althorp)  considering 
the  quantity  of  business  still  before  the 
House,  and  the  advanced  period  of  the 
Session,  could  not  think  it  convenient  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  this  question, 
and  the  more  so  because  at  present,  as 
the  hon.  Gentleman  well  knew,  there  was 
ao  immediate  necessity  for  legislative 


interference  in  this  respect,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  manufacturing  districts  were 
admitted  to  be  in  a  much  better  situation 
at  present  than  the  agricultural  districts, 
and  therefore  the  question  did  not  seem 
to  press  so  much  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
inferred.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  should  not  now  enter  into  any  argu- 
ment on  the  topics  introduced  by  the 
hon.  Member,  but  should  do  that  which 
he  had  done  on  a  former  occasion  when 
the  question  was  introduced — namely, 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Hume  thought,  that  many  of  the 
topics  which  had  been  urged  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Wolverhampton  were  well 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  House  and 
the  Government.  The  real  question  was, 
whether  it  was  fit  that  the  people  of 
England  should  get  their  food  as  cneaply 
as  possible  and  be  fully  employed.  The 
present  system  effected  neither,  and  he 
agreed  with  the  hon.  member  in  thinking 
that  a  change  would  effect  both  those 
objects.  Was  the  present  system  of  in- 
justice to  continue  until  the  next  Session, 
or  was  the  Legislature  to  perpetuate  the 
misery  and  starvation  arising  from  the 
existing  law  ?  It  ought  not  to  be.  He 
concurred  with  the  hon.  member  for  Wol- 
verhampton (Mr.  Fryer)  in  thinking,  that 
the  present  system  would  ultimately  ruin 
the  landholders.  If  they  wished  to  persist, 
he  (Mr.  Hume)  cared  little  if  they  were 
ruined,  and  in  that  respect  they  might 
have  their  own  way.  But  this  question 
affected  other  parties  besides  the  landed 
gentry,  and  whom  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  protect.  He  could  not 
help  thinking  that  the  landed  proprietors 
ought  themselves  to  be  the  first  to  advocate 
a  change  in  the  system,  the  abolition  of 
which  would  give  renovated  vigour  to  all 
the  interests  in  the  country.  In  every 
point  of  view  he  could  not  but  express 
his  opinion,  that  no  subject  could  more 
deserve  the  attention  of  the  Government, 
and  that  six  weeks  of  the  present  Session 
would  have  been  much  better  employed 
on  this  subject  than  in  discussing  ihe 
Irish  Coercion  Bill.  The  greatest  measure 
of  relief  to  the  country  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  take  up  was  the  opening  of  a 
free  trade  in  corn,  which,  instead  of 
injuring,  would  really  be  productive  of 
good  to  the  landed  proprietors,  would 
increase  the  revenue,  and  generally  benefit 
the  whole  community.  He,  therefore, 
could  not  understand  how  the  noble  Lord 
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oppQsiie  could  9ati9fy  hinKtlf  by  a  post* 
ponement  of  the  queition  for  another 
year»  and  partjcMlariy  ^i  the  present  time; 
when  the  manufacturing  population  we^e 
not  In  deep  distreas  and  up  in  arfna, 
aforded  amo^t  fitting  opportunity  for  a  di«r 
cqaaion,  He  with  pleasure  supported  the 
view  of  the  subject  ta)cen  b^  the  bqn* 
Member  who  bad  broagbt  forward  the 
Motion,  andonly  regretted  the  Governn^pot 
should  not  now  meet  the  question. 

Colonel   Wood  said,  it  appeared  that 
with  the  hon.  member  for  Middlesei^,  it 
wvis  e  matter  of  utter  indifference  whether 
the  landlords  and  agriculturists  were  ruined 
or  not.    He  was  glad  \he  noble  Lord  bad 
not  taken  the  advice  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Middlesex,  and  foreborne  from  going 
iiito  an  inconvenient  discussion  on  the 
sutgept.    He  was  quite  sure  that  if  th^ 
six  weeks  employed  on  the  Irish  Coercion 
Bill  bad  been  employed  on  the  Corn  Ques- 
tion, the  result  would  have  been  a  Report 
from  the  Committee  that  the  present  Corn- 
laws  gave  to  the  grower  and  the  consumer 
the  fairest  price  that  could  be  established 
for  the  interests  of  both.    The  law  as  jt 
now  stood  was  not  originally  adopted  by  a 
willing    House  qf   Commons,    but    had 
emanated  from  the  distress  in  which  both 
the  manufacturers  and  the  agriculturists 
were  involved,  and  this  circumstance  forced 
Gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House  to 
unite  in  placing  the  question  on  its  present 
basis.    He  w^  sure  that  the  lanaed  in- 
terests were  quite  as  much  identified  with 
the  lower  prders  of  the  people  as  the 
manufacturers,  The  hon.  Gentleman  who 
brought  forward  the  Motion  charged  the 
agriculturists    with  being  the  cause    of 
dear  bread,  but  he  admitted  that   the 
manufacturers  worked  the  children  in  their 
factories  sixteen  hours  a  day.     He  would 
aay.  let  us  adhere  to  the  adage,  '^  Live 
and  let  liv«."    Convinced  he  was,  that  so 
far  as  regarded  rents,  the  agripulturists 
did  not  look  to  the  Corn-laws  to  keep 
them  up.    If  the  whole  rental  of  the 
country  ifere    abandoned  tc^morrow    it 
would  not  make  a  difference  of  Is.  in  the 
price  of  wheat.     He  wished  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  were  in  a  situation  to 
go  fully  into  the  questk>n,  for  at  present 
the  non-setUement  of  it  threw    doubts 
upon  the  relations  between  landlord  and 
tenant.    As,  howevert  they  were  not  in 
Buch  a  situation,  be  would  vote  for  the 
Amendment. 

Mr,  O'CivmeU  aajd,  tbat  the  bqm  and 


gallant  Meii^ber  misunderstood  ffh»t  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  mover  in  nkvaim  tt 
factory  children*  Thai  OantlemM  M 
expressed  bts  dot^rminatioo  lo  f9l«  for 
the  Factory  Bill,  though  one  of  its  «Aets 

was,  to  diminish  the  amount  of  wmgm. 
T^at  Bill  was  undoublodly  eaU^d  fef  ht 
hiimanjty,  although  it  muit  be  admiUM 
th^t  the  parents  of  th*  obiWiPil  woa|d  not 
have  tbejr  condition  mHoh  impms^  by  it 
3qt  still  it  was  neceasftry,  and  k%  )m^ 
it  would  speedily  he  oafvied.  SuMyv  if 
any  thing  ought  tP  be  free  ^m  %  tHK,  m 
a  manufacturing  and  industrip^a  nation. 
it  was  food ;  and  it  was  in  con^pqueqpe  of 
its  being  taxed,  that  ohildrfq  wei>a  pbUpd 
to  work  sixteen  hours  a^ay*  He,  for 
one,  entered  his  solemn  fWQtesi  against 
any  measure  tending  tQ  mi^e  |bod  more 
dear,  and  on  that  accoqnt  would  oupiMci 
the  Motion. 

Major  Handffy  said,  t))M  if  the  Com 
Laws  were  as  disastrous  in  Umv  offepta  as 
they  were  desoribed  to  be,  they  OHghl  lo 
be  instantly  repealed  ;  hut  he  shcHiU  be 
prepared  to  show,  whenever  tfao  proper 
time  came,  that  the  effects  of  thMNi  laws 
were  very  much  misunderstood*  Ho  de- 
plored very  much  the  jealousy  which 
getting  up  between  the  different 
which  could  only  be  injurious  to  both. 
For  the  agriculturists,  he  claioied  a  pvo- 
tection  commensurate  tp  the  heavy  bur- 
thens which  were  laid  op  the  I^ihM 
interest ;  and  he  was  sure,  whatavar  the 
manufacturers  might  suppose,  th^i  the 
ruin  of  the  agripultMrists  would  be  the 
annihilation  of  their  own  hopea.  He 
wished  the  manufacturers  to  look  U)  the 
home  market.  There  was  a  time  when 
the  use  of  tea,  and  sngar,  and  finp  clothes 
were  unknown,  but  they  were  now  found 
in  every  cottage  in  the  cpuntry*  The 
farmers  formerly  spun  and  made  theirowti 
cloth,  and  went  withoi^t  these  luxuries, 
and  probably  were  as  hftppy  theii  as  now; 
if  they  were  to  return  to  their  fowner 
habits,  it  was  pot  for  him  tP  say  who 
would  be  the  principal  losers.  If  the 
Legislature  relievpd  the  farmers  item  the 
Poor-rate,  which,  in  1792,  was  2,0Q0,60(M.« 
and  was  now  9,000,Q0(W„  and  ftom  the 
national  debt,  the  interest  of  which  was 
then  10,000,000/.,  and  was  now  aeariy 
30,000,000/.,  he  should  most  wadiiy  oon* 
sent  to  a  complete  free  trade  in  com  sad 
all  other  things* 

The  Earl  of  Darlington  regrattod,  that 

t))o  noblis  ILprd  (Lord  Ald^irp)  a|M>«ld 
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hM«  fkprtoatid  di«cNitioii,  •hould  h«v9 
yrapiieii  no  nm«ure  m  fiii«end  the  laws, 
«9d  y0|  flboiild  b«iv#  atated  that  those 
lawa  waiiuid  MO^ndq^ent.  Sach  qeaduct 
CO«td  oi^ly  bava  tba  efieot  of  unaettliog 
iha  publio  iiMiid-  At  prescntt  nq  contract 
99ufal  ()#  mada  about  land»  no  faripa  ooulcl 

ba  )«i>  ne  laud  oould  ba  bouglu  o?  sQld, 
hacaiiae  tha  qoaaUoii  was  in  an  unsattlad 
coliditKm*  Ha  ^ooaaivad  that  tha  present 
Ca^«l9wa  mwf^  iba  ba«t  poaaibia  for  the 
farmaf  aod  for  tha  ooiisuroar ;  but  if  they 
H^ra  to  be  alter? d»  the  eoonor  that  were 
alfeoied  tb^  better*  He  hoped  that  ihe 
nobla  Lord  would  propose  the  alteration 
whkb  be  thouii^bt  necessary*  ai^d  not 
|«ava  people  oontiouaUy  to  expect  an 
ttllaration  whi<:b  never  was  made. 

l4>fd  4^Aorp  never  said,  that  he  meant 
ia  i^fl^  any  alteration,  He  bad  merely 
adinittedfl  iu  reply  to  the  bon.  member 
feur  WQiverhamptoiii  that  these  laws  were 
not  the  best  possible* 

Cf^lonal  E4Hm^  said,  the  Corn-laws  were 
a  momipoly  of  the  worst  desQription,  and 
he  oould  not  understand  how  any  Admi- 
nialratiofi  which  advocated  free  trade, 
oouU  keep  up  that  monopoly.  Tbay 
w^o  about  |o  open  the  trade  to  China, 
why  not  opea  the  Corn  monopoly.  He 
Iboilght  |bia  a  very  good  opportunity  for 
iVI%|ciiig  tbo  alteration  {  for,  by  letting  )he 
CokuMaa  Sf^qd  all  tbajc  produce  here,  we 
migiil  aiiake  some  abatement  in  the 
20,OOOiOOOt  it  was  poposed  to  grant 
tboas. 

M9«  Mmk  Philips  thought,  as  respect- 
ed tb^  end  of  the  Session,  that  this  was 
net  a  fiivourable  opportunity  for  making 
ibe  pfeaeut  Motion ;  but,  as  respected  the 
full  empioynumt  of  the  maoufaoturers,  it 
was  a  moat  favourable  time  to  alter  the 
Corn^tawsp  It  would  be  far  better  to  do 
it,  wben  tbe  manufacturers  were  employed 
and  coutenteil,  than  to  do  it  under  the 
prMsur^  ol  their  great  distress.  He  would 
not  Ihau  enter  into  tbe  aubject;  but  be 
oould  not  avoid  making  an  observation 
or  two.  Vor  aotample,  he  put  it  to 
Oewt)cmen  to  oooaider  for  one  moment 
what  would  have  bean  tbe  state  of  the 
banil^laom  wes^vera  in  Lancashire  at  this 
time,  if  the  Ooru  trade  had  been  thrown 
open,  and  kept  opeu  since  the  peace  ?  It 
was  plain,  that  tnere  would  have  been  a 
aleady  demand  fbr  the  produce  of  their 
labour  to  pav  for  the  foreign  com,  and 
tbey  wouIm  Utiva  been  mucb  better  oflf 
iImb  tbey  9QW  WIM^    If  Uuit  0Wket  bad 


been  astabtisbad,  tbey  would  bava  baau 
continued  in  employment,  and  tbey  would 
not  have  bad  the  mortiScation  of  seeing 
tbe  raw  material-*-for  he  could  call  oottou 
twist  nothing  but  tbe  raw  material,  it 
having  undergone  only  one  operation-— 
exported,  instead  of  the  prodnce  of  tbeit 
labour.  With  free  trade  in  corn,  cotton 
cloth,  and  not  twist,  wouU  have  been 
exported.  That  was  a  view  of  tbe  quea- 
tion  which  was  of  great  importance  to 
these  people.  He  believed,  that  when  it 
was  closely  examined,  it  would  be  proved 
that  the  present  system  was  tbe  woial 
possible.  We  could  not  wholly  dispense 
with  foreign  corn,  but  instead  of  ob<« 
taining  a  ready  supply  by  means  of  our 
cotton  goods,  continually  exported*  when- 
ever it  beoame  necessary  to  buy  foreign 
corn,  gold  had  to  be  sent  out  of  the  coun-> 
try  in  the  first  instance.  Tbe  exchange 
went  against  us,  and  there  immediately 
ensued  a  risk  of  a  panic.  He  bad  seen 
only  one,  but  that  was  a  time  which  he 
never  wished  to  see  again.  It  was  neoea* 
sary  to  keep  a  supply  of  precious  metals, 
but  there  wa^  great  danger  of  that  supply 
being  d^uioished  under  tbe  present 
system ;  whereas,  if  there  was  a  regular 
trade  in  cotton  and  com,  tbe  deficiency 
of  a  harvest  would  occasion  no  such  evil 
consequences.  The  landed  Gentlemen 
spoke  as  if  they  bore  all  the  burthen  of 
the  Poor-laws.  That  be  denied.  The 
large  roanufacturing  towns  absorbed  a 
large  part  of  tbe  surplus  population  of  the 
country,  and  wben  that  population  waa 
not  employed,  tbe  town  people  bad  to 
support  it.  He  believed,  that  the  manu- 
facturing community  with  which  he  waa 
connected,  supported  not  less  than  40,000 
natives  of  tbe  sister  kingdom.  He  was 
Quite  ready  to  go  into  an  investigation  of 
the  subject,  and  lie  regretted  that  it  had 
not  been  brought  forward  at  the  time 
when  a  subject  of  far  less  interest,  the 
Coercive  Bill  for  Ireland,  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  House.  They  might  then 
have  had  time  to  do  an  act  of  justice  to 
the  country,  and  till  that  was  done,  till 
the  Corn-laws  were  repealed,  all  the  re* 
ductions  in  expenditure-  which  could  be 
made,  all  tlie  reductions  of  taxation  pos<« 
sible,  would  give  the  country  no  relief. 

Mr.  Peaie  did  not  defend  tbe  Corn% 
laws  on  principle,  but  he  was  satisfied 
that  the  present  was  not  the  proper  time 
to  alter  them.  He  was  connected  with 
both  mauur^turors    aud   ugriculturistS| 
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tnd  he  was  convinced,  that  his  tnanufac-  I 
turing  constituents  were  assured,  that  if 
they  crippled  their  agricultural  neighbours, 
they  would  cripple  their  best  customers. 
They  were  also  assured,  that  if  the  Corn- 
laws  were  repealed,  it  would  not  be  one 
part  only  of  the  land  which  would  go  out 
of  cultivation,  but  the  whole.  If  the 
manufacturers  were  willing  to  take  upon 
themselves  the  whole  burthens  of  the 
landlords,  they  might  open  the  Corn 
trade;  but  unless  they  were  willing  to  do 
that,  to  open  the  trade,  to  allow  of  im- 
portation, even  at  a  low  rate  of  fixed  duty, 
would  not  destroy  a  part  of  the  agri- 
cultural interest,  but  the  whole.  Till  the 
manufacturers  were  ready  to  take  upon 
themselves  all  the  burthens  of  the  landed 
interest,  the  protecting  duty  must  be 
continued. 

Mr.  Wkitmore  said,  that  he  would  sup* 
port  the  Motion  on  this  ground,  that  if 
the  Motion  were  carried,  and  a  Bill 
brought  into  the  House,  they  would  then 
be  able  to  say  what  alteration  could  be 
effected  in  the  present  system  of  Com- 
laws.  He  would  have  contented  himself 
with  this  declaration,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  extraordinary  conclusions  at  which  the 
hon.  member  for  Durham  (Mr.  Pease) 
appeared  to  have  arrived.  He  (Mr. 
Whitmore)  denied  the  accuracy  of  those 
conclusions,  contending,  that  if  the  trade 
in  corn  were  to  be  thrown  open,  very  little 
of  the  land,  if  any,  would  be  thrown  out 
of  cultivation.  The  Corn-laws  were  greatly 
injurious  to  the  agriculturists  themselves, 
and,  if  repealed,  a  greater  impulse,  he 
contended,  would  be  given  to  the  manu- 
factures and  general  commerce  of  the 
kingdom,  and  consequently  greater  pros- 
perity to  the  agricultural  interest.  They 
rested,  in  fact,  on  no  solid  foundation  in 
reason.  He  had  so  recently,  however, 
discussed  the  merits  of  the  question,  that 
he  would  not  now  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  by  making  any  further  observations 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Beneti  said,  that  to  have  an  open 
trade  would  lower  the  price  of  corn  in  the 
first  instance,  then  the  land  would  go  out 
of  cultivation,  then  would  come  scarcity, 
and  then  there  would  be  a  famine  price. 
Under  the  free  system,  the  people  would 
be  continually  exposed  to  fluctuations — 
one  year  starving,  and  the  other  rioting 
in  abundance ;  one  vear  the  manufac- 
turers  would  be  plunged  in  the  deepest 
distress;  and  the  next  the  agricultural 


labourers  would  be  oat  of  enployiiiait 
A  free  trade  in  com  would  not  be  «df«n* 
tageous  till  there  was  a  free  trade  ia 
every  thing  else ;  and  though  a  good  deal 
was  now  said  about  free  trade,  there  was 
in  fact  no  such  thing  known.  Sone 
persons  said,  it  would  be  desirable  to 
nave  our  population  crowded  intoiroik* 
shops.  He  did  not  think  that ;  he  iie» 
sired  to  see  the  present  mixture  of  manu- 
facturing and  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
he  thought  the  Legislature  ought  to 
maintain  it.  He  could  say,  £hat  at 
present,  the  manufacturers  were  flounsfa* 
ing,  which  showed  that  they  were  not 
starved  by  the  Corn-laws.  If  tfiey  did 
not  get  adequate  wages,  that  was  owing  to 
the  avarice  of  their  masters.  The  agri- 
cultural labourer  now  got  good  wages, 
and  had  not  been  so  well  off  for  thirty 
years.  He  had  made  these  observations 
only  to  show,  that  the  Corn-laws  did  not^ 
as  was  said,  starve  the  people. 

Mr.  Leech  said,  that  he  bad  never 
raised  his  rents  for  upwards  of  forty 
years,  and  that  they  were  not  so  well  paid 
now  as  formerly.  This  he  mentioned  to 
show  the  **  great  advantage  "  he  derived 
from  the  much-talked-of  monopoly  of  the 
Corn-laws.  He  presumed  that  other 
agriculturists  were  enjoying  the  esme 
beneficial  effects  from  it.  He  could  ikot, 
of  course,  know  what  propoition  the  renti 
of  others  bore  now  to  that  which  they  did 
in  the  first  period.  He  knew,  too,  that 
many  respectable  tradesmen  of  thediflerent 
towns  in  bis  neighbourhood  complained 
most  bitterly,  and  most  JQstly,  of  the 
very  high  prices  of  com  during  the 
extravagantly  dedr  times ;  but  wtien  com 
afterwards  fell  to  ruinously  low  prices, 
those  very  gentlemen  assured  htm  that 
they  suffered  greatly  from  being  thereby 
deprived  of  the  custom  of  their  best 
friends. 

Mr.  Aglionhy  would  support  the  Mo* 
tion,  as  it  did  not  go  to  put  an  end  to  the 
Corn-laws,  but  only  to  modify  them. 
Certainly  the  present  laws  had  been  in- 
tended to  protect  the  asricultoristSi  and 
in  that  light  they  had  failed. 

The  House  divided  on  the  Moltont 
Ayes  47 ;  Noes  73— Majority  26. 

List  of  the  A  Y£8. 

AgUonbv,  11.  A»  Buller,  £, 

Attwoody  T.  Collier,  J: 

Bish,  T-  Colquhoun,  J.  C. 

Brotherton,  Joseph  Cornish,  Jame^ 

BuckinghaiDi  J.  9.  EransjGf  . 
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Fieldaoy  John 
For»ter,  Charles  S« 
GasLelli  D« 
Grote,  George 
Hawkins,  J.  H. 
Hill,  M.  D. 
Hoifibji  £•  G« 
HoghM^  Hughes 
Uiunc^  Joseph 
Hyeii,  W.  H. 
Kennedy,  T.  F. 
Llovd,J.H. 
Loshingtoo,  Dr.  S. 
Maxwell,  Sir  John 
Monisoo,  Janes 
Philips,  Mark 
Potter,  Richard 
Oswald,  R.  A. 
RichardSj  J. 


RtppoDy  Cuthbert 
Romilly,  Edward 
Rootyne,  Dominick 
Ruthven,  Edward  S. 
Scrope,  Poulette 
Sbarpe,  General 
Stratt,  £. 
Scbolefield,  J. 
Sheppaid,  T» 
Thidcoesse,  Ralph 
Whitroore,  W.  W. 
Wedgewood,  J. 
Wallace,  Robert 
Whalley,  Sir  S.  B. 
Walker,  Richard 
Williams,  Colonel 
Wallace,  Thomas 

TELLERS. 

Fryer,  R. 
Warburton,  Henry 


Observakce  of  the  Sabbath  (Scot- 
land.] BxrAndrem  Agnew  moved  for  leave 
to  briog  io  a  Bill,  or  Bills,  to  amend  the 
laws  relating  to  the  Observance  of  the 
Lord's  Day  in  Scotland. 

Lord  Althorp  did  not  object  to  leave 
being  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill,  bot  ad- 
vised the  hon.  Member  not  to  press  it, 
AS  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  get 
through  the  subject  this  Session. 

Mr.  Hume  thought  it  a  pity  to  waste  the 
time  of  the  House  by  bringing  io  a  Bill  on 
this  subject  at  this  period  of  the  Session, 
DOT  did  he  see  why  they  should  legislate 
on  this  subject  expressly  for  the  people  of 
Scotland — why  should  there  not  be  one 
law  for  both  countries  ? 

Mr.  Andrew  Johmtone  said,  the  hon. 
member  for  Middlesex  appeared  to  think 
that  any  measure  brought  in  for  England 
night  be  applied  to  Scotland,  but  he 
would  inform  the  hon.  Member,  that  the 
Bill  which  had  already  been  thrown  out 
did  not  go  far  enough  for  the  people  of 
Scotlamu    He  knew  the  feelings  of  the 

Cple  of  Scotland;  and  he  hoped  the 
.  Baronet  would  take  high  ground. 

Mr.  Riglhf  Wiuon  sakl,  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  consider  the  subject  satisfactorily 
this  Session;  and  he  hoped  the  noble 
Lord*e  good  nature  would  not  induce  him 
to  permit  the  time  of  the  House  to  be 
waAed  by  the  introdoction  of  a  measure  of 
this  description. 

Mr.  Eitcouri  thought  it  would  be  hard 
indeed  upon  the  hon.  Baronet,  who  had 
tiken  so  much  time  and  pains  to  make 
himself  acquainted  with  this  subject,  to 
fefo'se  him  an  opportunitv  of  having  his 
'Bill  diKonedi  unleis,  indeedi  they  were 


resolved  to  adopt  the  same  course  in  ad 
similar  cases.  He  trusted  the  noble  Lord 
would  not  allow  himself  to  be  influenced 
by  tlie  statements  of  hon.  Memben ;  but 
aUow  the  Bill  to  be  brought  in  and  receive 
a  fair  discussion* 

Mr.  Pryme  did  not  think  it  desirable 
that  there  should  be  any  variation  between 
the  laws  for  England  and  Scotland  in  this 
particular. 

Mr.  Cunming  Bruce  said,  he  had  se- 
conded the  Motion  of  his  hon.  friend 
without  pledging  himself  as  to  its  details. 
He  confessed,  however,  that  he  was  sur* 
prised  at  the  course  taken  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Middlesex,  which,  after  all,  was 
vox,  etpraterea  nihil.  That  hon.  Member 
should  bear  in  mind,  that  however  he  might 
have  been  opposed  to  the  hon.  Baronet's 
Bill  with  respect  to  this  country,  the  peo- 
ple of  Scotland  were  of  a  different  religion, 
and  were  governed  by  a  diflferent  ecclesi- 
astical law,  and  that  therefore  those  re- 
gulations which  might  be  inexpedient  here, 
might  be  very  wise  and  effective  in  that 
country. 

Mr.  Potter  said,  that  the  hon.  Member 
opposite  (Mr.  Johnstone)  had  said,  that 
the  Bill  formerly  introduced  by  the  hon. 
Baronet  did  not  eo  far  enough  for  the 
people  of  Scotland,  and  they  all  knew 
what  sort  of  a  Bill  that  was,  and  how  it 
was  received  both  in  doors  and  out  of 
doors.  From  this  statement,  the  House 
might  judge  what  sort  of  a  Bill  the  hon. 
Baronet  proposed  to  introduce  now. 

Sir  Andrew  Agnew  said,  he  did  not 
wish  to  introduce  a  new  law,  but  to  amend 
existing  laws. 

The  House  di? ided  :  Ayes  73 ;  Noes 
60— Majority  13. 

List  of  the  Noes. 


Aglionby,  H.  A. 
Attwood,  T« 
Barry,  G.  S. 
BeDett,Joha 
Bish,  T. 
Blake,  J.  M. 
Buckingham,  J.  S. 
Chapman,  M.  L. 
Chaytor,  Sir  W. 
Childers,  J.  W. 
Collier,  J. 
Cornish,  J. 
Davies,  Colonel 
Evans,  Colonel 
Evans,  G. 
Ewart,  W. 
Fielden,  J. 
rwn,W,R 


Fitzsimon,  C. 
Fitzsimon,  N. 
Grote,  G. 
Hawkins,  J.  H. 
lleathcote,  J. 
Hill,  M.  D. 
Kennedy,  T.F. 
Lalor,  P. 
Lamont,  N. 
Lloyd,  J.  H. 
Lynch,  A.  H. 
Mazfield,  W. 
Maxwell,  Sir  J. 
Morrison,  J. 
Mullios,  F. 
Ord,W. 
Oswald,  R.  A. 
Parrott|J» 


Sheppar4,  T« 
Sirutt,  C. 
Thicknesse,  R. 
Walker,  C.  A. 
Wallace,  H. 
Warburton,  H. 
Wiinl,U,G. 
WillUuns,  G. 
VVilliHinsoq,  Sir(I. 

TELLERS. 

Hume,  Josep(i 
Wason,  R. 


etf  r,  W. 
^hilip2i|  M. 
Poller,  R. 
Frymc,  O. 
Rieklbfd,  W. 
Rippon,  C. 
JU»eDii«J(9  J.  A. 

Qoaypa,  p. 
Rutliven,  E. 
Rulhveq,  E.  S. 
Scholefleld,  J . 

L^Stye  given. 

Prisov^es  in  Cork  Gaol.]  Mr* 
Jionayne  bagged  to  c^ll  the  attentioa  of 
tbe  House  to  ^  Motion  whjch  \ie  codsit 
dered  of  gr^at  iipportanc^  It  bad  refer- 
ence Uk  persons  who  had  been  imprisoned 
for  tithes.  The  persons  imprisoned  under 
t)ie  tithe  l»wfi  fit  KilP^ainbam,  Kilds^re, 
and  other  part^  of  Irelftndf  were  4llowe<t 
every  possiole  indulgence ;  they  wer^  per*, 
initted  tqhave  wine  nnd  ftuch  other  neces- 
saries as  they  wished  to  procure,  while 
those  imprisoned  in  the  gaol  of  the  county 
of  Cork  were  treated  with  the  greatest 
cruelty.  They  were  locked  up  in  stone 
ceils  {it  four  o'clock  in  the  dsiy,  and  treated 
in  every  respect  £|S  convict  felons.  One 
of  the  persons  so  treated  was  hia  own 
cousin-german.  He  applied  to  Judge 
l^oore,  by  whoni  the  parties  had  been 
triedy  and  th^t  learned  and  humane  Judge 
immediately  applied  to  the  Cc^stle,  and 
the  consequence  w^s,  that  the  High  Sheriff 
pf  the  county  of  Cork  was  called  upon  to 
report  upon  the  case.  That  gentleman  did 
make  his  report,  and  the  case  was  ag^in 
referred  to  Judge  Moore,  who  expressed 
his  indignation  at  finding  that  three  per- 
sons had  been  confined  in  a  cell  about  ten 
feet  square,  and  subjected  to  such  perse- 
cution. He  (Mr.  Ronayne)  applied  day 
after  day,  to  Sir  William  Cosset  (the  Lord- 
lieutenant's  private  Secretary)  on  the 
subject,  until  ho  at  length  gave  it  up  from 
a  feeling  that  the  Government  found  them* 
selves  too  weak  to  oppose  themselves  to 
the  Conservative  Committee  of  Magistrates 
of  the  county  of  Cork.  He  hoped  the 
House  wpuld  not,  under  these  circum- 
stances, reject  bis  Motion  for  th^  produc- 
tion of  the  docttments  necessary  to  explain 
the  whole  of  this  transaction.  He  would 
mention  a  foct  or  two,  which  perhaps  the 
House  might  Uugh  at,  but  which  no  honest 
man  cowldfail  to  give  weight  to.  The  first 
was,  that  v^l^eo  tbel^heriff  and  bq  \m\ei  {\Lf 
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gaol,  the  Sheriff  giwe  orders  ihaiihA-qm 
should  not  be  coofioed  to  thmr  0ftll««  bitt 
be  allowed  the  range  of  the  oevf  idor)  lb« 
outer  door  only  being  closed)  and  gnf  e  a 
written  order  to  th^t  effect.  The  Bheriff. 
on  quilting  the  gaol,  turoed  to  bifo  and 
said,  *'  I  should  n0t  at  all  woni^er  if  the 
gaol  committee  should  rescind  |lii|t  odkr." 
And  wha(  tlie  Sheriff  predicted  came  to 
pass ;  the  order  was  rescinded,  aad  the 
parties  were  driven  to  their  cells  as  usual. 
The  pther  fact  wfMl,  that  he  found  on  in- 
quiry, th^t  there  was  not  such  a  thins  as  a 
nigbt-phfkir  in  ^he  eells.  He  ordered  one 
(ron\  the  hotel,  and  the  Sb^ff  ord«iMd  it 
to  be  placed  in  a  separate  ceU ;  bill  this 
order,  too,  the  gaol  committee  reaciiided, 
and  ordered  the  night-chair  to  be  placed 
in  the  cell  with  the  three  men*  -  The  hoo. 
Member  ooncluded  by  niovipg  for  ^*  eopies 
of  all  the  meuiorit^b  to  the  Iriah  gotfem- 
ment  from  the  pri^opert  oonfii^  in  the 
gaol  of  thp  county  of  Cork  under  eeo* 
tence  of  the  Judges  of  AMiae,  at  tkm  bsi 
Autumn  Circuit,  for  offeuoee  o(HHiacied 
with  tithes;  and  of  all  commuuioatuHii 
nuade  on  the  subject  of  every  suoh  m^oiiiriai 
by  the  hon.  Judge  Mopre;  4^d  of  %U  let- 
ters from  the  Irish  government  in  feply  to 
^ny  such  memorial  to  asy  prisoner^  or  to 
the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Cork;  und  of 
the  letter  or  (ettersi  of  such  Sheriff  lo  the 
Irish  governn^enton  such  sut^ect ;  uud  of 
all  communications  b^tw^eu  the  Irish  go« 
vernment  and  the  gao)  ^mmittee  of  the 
county  of  Cork  on  the  said  subject/' 

Mr.  Fergus  O'Connor  said,  tb((t  io  ae» 
Qoodiog  the  Motion^  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
say  a  few  words,  because  he  had  acted  as 
counsel  for  the  accused  pt^rties.  Ho  had 
advised  them  the  course  which  they  had 
pursued  upon  their  trials  but  upon  heafiog 
of  their  sufferings  in  gaol,  he  fell  it  his 
duty  to  represent  the  case  to  Judge  Moorot 
who  said  he  would  not  have  passed  aucb  a 
sentence  upon  them^  h?ul  he  kuQwp  that 
they  were  to  be  so  punishl^d  in  g|io|«  if 
the  Motion  of  his  bon«  friend  w«re  |o  he 
refused,  he  did  not  see  how  any  Molion 
for  the  production  of  papers  could  he  €iar«- 
ried,  and  the  resuU  would  be,  that  tba 
magistrates  of  IreUod  would  be  ao  inni* 
sponsible  body. 

Mr,  LUtUt^  should  h^ve  no  objeetion 
to  the  production  of  the  documettli  nt- 
quiredt  as  ha  was  convinced  that  they 
would  add  to  the  confideuca  wfaicb  Ibc 
people  reposed  in  the  Govemmentp  He 
W9uld|  tber^for^,  a<:cede  to  the  pmli4C4io|i 
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of  all  tiM  eoimnunicttioos  raqutrtd»  with 
tbe  esoiplion  of  one  letter  of  the  bon. 
J«dge  Moere,  on  the  priooiple,  that  being 
on  prmte  buiinest,  it  could  have  notbiog 
to  do  with  the  case.  If  the  hon.  Member 
■ow  the  letter,  he  woold,  he  was  suroi  agree, 
Ihat  it  was  of  no  impet tanoe. 
Ibtioii  agreed  to. 

Church  Temporalities  (Ireland). 
The  Houao  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
oo  the  Church  Temporalities  (Ireland) 
Bill. 

Clause  89»  as  to  the  Archbbhoprics  of 
Caabel  and  Tuam,  being  read, 

Mr.  AoiD  saidi  he  hoped  the  whole  ar- 
rangoaMQt  with  reapect  to  the  Archbishops 
ond  Bishopav  would  be  reconsidered  by  his 
Jfajest/s  Oofemment ;  but  as  there  was  a 
conftision  between  the  words  Tuam  and 
Caahel,  he  merely  for  the  praaent  suggested 
as  a  verbal  Amendment,  that  they  shouhl 
IhvDUgbout  the  clause  stand,  **  Tuam  and 
Casbel/'  as  under  the  present  arrangement, 
the  ofvbiepiscopal  jurisdiction  of  Tuam 
was  to  merge  in  Armagh,  and  Cashel  in 
Ibal  of  DubKa. 

Amendment  adopted,  and  the  Clause 
ordered  to  stand  part  of  the  Bill. 

danse  49,  as  to  the  rotation  of  Bishops 
sitting  m  Parliament. 

Mr.  Prffme  rose  pursuant  to  notice,  and 
proposed  that  all  the  words  after  the  words 
**  Episcopal  See,"  in  that  Clause,  should 
be  left  out  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the 
following  Amendment : — **  And  be  it  en* 
acted,  mt  no  Bishop,  who  was  not,  at 
the  tkne  of  passing  this  Act,  in  possession 
of  an  Bpiscopal  See  in  Ireland,  shall  here- 
after sit  in  lotation  in  the  House  of  Peers ; 
and  that  whenever  the  number  of  the  Irish 
Bishops  who  now  possessed  sees,  shall, 
by  decease  or  demise,  be  reduced  to  twelve, 
then  two  Irish  Bishops  only  shall  sit  in  the 
Houie  of  Peers :  and  whenever  the  num- 
ber of  Bishops  who  are  now  in  possession 
of  Sees  in  Ireland,  shall  be  reduced  to  six, 
then  one  Bishop  only  should  sit  in  the 
House  of  Peers ;  and  whenever  all  such 
Bishops  shall  become  extipct,  then,  that 
the  right  of  ail  the  Irbh  Bishops  to  sit  in 
Parliament  ahall  entirely  cease ;  provided 
alwaysy  that  nothing  in  this  clause  con- 
tained shall  prejudice  the  right  of  an  Irish 
Archbishop  to  sit  in  Parliament."  His 
ot|Oct  was  to  separate  the  offices  of  politi- 
cian and  chuscmnan,  which  were  not  com- 
patihlt-  By  relieving  the  Irish  prelates 
Itooi  tb#  btirthto  of  acting  as  legislators 


in  Parliament,  he  felt  he  should  he  pro-* 
moting  their  ecclesiastical  efficieney,  and 
thereby  the  interests  of  the  Established 
Church.  He  framed  his  clause  so  as  to 
preserve  the  existing  interests  of  tlie  Estaln 
lished  Church* 

Mr.  Stanleif  had,  on  a  former  oocaaioo, 
objected  to  a  Motion  in  reference  to  the 
translation  of  the  Irish  Bishops,  on  the 
g^und  that  such  a  proposition  was  ill* 
timed,  as  not  being  consistent  with  the 
object  and  details  of  the  present  Bill  i  d 
fortiori  he  should,  therefore,  object  to  the 
present  Amendment,  which  involved  a 
great  principle,  that  required  not  only  a 
separate,  but  a  moat  serious  consideiation } 
and  which,  therefore,  could  not  he  pro* 
perly  discussed  in  that  House  unless  as  a 
distinct  substantive  Motion.  The  proposi- 
tion was  neither  more  nor  less  than  the 
expelling  the  Irish  Bishops  altogether  from 
Parliament  Now,  this  involved  a  gseat 
constitutional  principle,  which  could  not 
be  thus  introduced  in  a  side-wind.  If  the 
circumstance  of  the  parliamentary  duties 
of  the  Irish  prelates  being  likely  to  inter- 
fere with  their  ecclesiastical  functions 
should  be  admitted  to  be  a  just  ground  for 
the  present  Amendment,  in  common  fair* 
ness  how  could  they  avoid  extending  it  to 
the  English  Bishops,  and  exclude  them  also 
from  the  Legislature?  [OAeert].  He 
could  not  mistake  the  import  of  that  cheer, 
and  therefore  begged  leave  not  to  be  mis- 
understood. He  did  not  mean  to  express 
any  opinion  on  the  principle  involved  in 
the  faon.  member's  Amendment,  and  should 
not  be  understood  as  at  all  sanctioning  it 
All  he  meant  was,  that  no  argument  held 
good  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Irish  Bishops 
from  Parliament,  which  would  not  equally 
apply  to  the  English  Prelates. 

Mr.  iSAaic^said,  be  could  not,  on  hearing 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, avoid  turning  to  the  order  book,  as 
he  recollected  that  on  that  night  week  the 
hon.  Member  had  a  notice  for  a  substantive 
Motion  on  the  same  subject  standing  in  bis 
name.  But,  strange  to  say,  upon  reference 
to  the  terms  of  that  motion,  It  appeared  to 
have  for  its  object  the  removing  of  all  di^ 
abilities  that  prohibited  clei^gymen  from 
sitting  in  that  House.  Now,  he  would 
leave  ft  to  the  hon.  Member  to  reconcile 
the  inconsistency  between  that  Motion  and 
his  present  Amendment,  the  more  particu- 
larly as  the  ground  upon  which  he  rested 
his  Amendment  that  night  was  the  **  in- 
;  compatibility  of  the  offices  of  politkian 
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and  churchman.'*  He  could  not  really 
suppose  that  the  hon.  Member  was  serious 
in  his  Amendment,  and  as  he  had  quite 
sufficient  to  do  to  combat  the  real  inno- 
vations of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  in  re- 
ference to  the  Irish  branch  of  the  United 
Chnrcb,  he  would  not  waste  the  time  of 
the  Committee  by  seriously  discussing  the 
crude  proposition  which  the  hon.  Member 
had  submitted. 

Mr.  jFTume  said,  it  seemed  to  be  admit- 
ted that  the  ecclesiastical  duties  of  Bishops 
were  interfered  with  by  their  sitting  in  the 
Legislature;  but  that  injury  would  be  less 
by  their  sitting  only  occasionally,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Irish  Bishops,  than  by  their 
occupying  seats  permanently.  The  ques- 
tion then  ought  to  be  put — what  was  in- 
tended to  be  done?  The  Act  of  Union  could 
not  be  taken  to  be  in  favour  of  the  abolition 
of  the  ten  Bishops,and  at  the  same  time  con- 
strued against  the  abolition  of  them  all. 
The  Union  with  Scotland  had  never  stood 
in  the  way  of  any  improvement  that  was 
deemed  necessary,  and  he  hoped  that  there 
was  no  Irishman  in  the  House  who  would 
urge  the  Irish  Union  as  an  impediment  to 
improvement.  The  best  thing  for  the 
Bishops  was  to  place  them  in  the  best  si- 
tuation with  their  flocks,  and  his  belief 
was,  that  the  removing  the  Prelates  from 
the  House  of  Lords  would  do  very  much 
towards  setting  them  right  with  those 
under  their  charge.  If  this  were  a  good 
thing  it  were  best  to  have  it  done  at  once ; 
and  why,  if  it  were  good,  should  it  be 
postponed  for  years,  as  was  now  proposed  ? 
But  the  right  hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  Stanley) 
had  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  propose 
for  Ireland  what  he  would  not  do  for  Eng- 
land. He  was,  however,  quite  ready  for 
both.  He  would,  therefore,  only  ask  of 
the  hon.  Member  to  alter  his  Motion,  and 
make  the  Bishops  cease  their  attendance 
at  once,  or  after  the  next  term.  It  was, 
to  be  sure,  only  a  small  reform,  but  it  was 
good;  and  if  it  were  to  be  greater  in 
future,  there  was  nothing  like  a  speedy 
beginning. 

Colonel  Perceval  said,  that  the  hon. 
member  for  Middlesex  had  contended,  that 
political  and  religious  duties  could  not  go 
hand  in  hand.  He  knew  well  the  sort  of 
friendship  the  hon.  member  for  Middle- 
sex felt  for  the  Established  Church ;  but 
he  (Colonel  Perceval)  viewed  the  hon. 
Member's  attack  upon  the  Irish  Represent- 
ative Bishops  as  a  direct  attack  upon  the 
Jiottse  of  Peen.    It  was  well  knowa  that 


the  Established  Church  in  Ireland  had  no 
direct  representative  in  that  House.  He 
(Colonel  Perceval)  meant  the  clergy  were 
not  represented  by  any  one  of  their  owa 
body  in  that  House  ;  and  unless  it  was 
intended  to  sweep  away  the  whole  Estab- 
lishment, he  did  not  know  what  was  the 
meaning  of  this  atack  upon  the  Irish  Re- 
presentative Bishops  silting  in  the  House 
of  Peers. 

Mr.  Wynn  said,  this  was  a  most  serious 
question — for  on  what  right  did  the  Irish 
Bishops  hold  their  seats  in  Parliament? 
Upon  a  solemn  compact,  agreed  to  between 
the  two  nations,  when  there  were  twenty- 
two  Bishops  holding  seats  in  the  Irish 
House  of  Peers.  It  was  by  that  compact 
agreed  that  they  should  be  represented  in 
the  United  Parliament  by  one  Archbishop 
and  three  Bishops.  Others  might  insist 
that  absenteeism  was  the  great  bane 
of  Ireland,  and  on  that  ground  pro- 
pose that  the  twenty-eight  temporal  Peers 
should  be  reduced  to  sixteen,  or  to  eight 
— leaving  the  remainder  to  reside  in 
Ireland  for  the  benefit  of  the  country.  If 
the  one  proposition  were  adopted,  there 
was  no  reason  whatever  which  could  be 
urged  against  the  other. 

Lord  AUkorp  would  observe,  that,  from 
the  arguments  brought  forward,  this  was 
rendered  a  more  i  mportant  question  thanany 
other  connected  with  the  Bill.  It  appeared 
certain  to  him  that  no  one  could  argue  this 
question  upon  any  other  principle  than 
this — whether  any  spiritual  Peers  should 
be  permitted  to  sit  in  Parliament  at  all ; 
and  to  declare  that  they  could  not,  would 
be  a  sweeping  change  in  the  Constitution. 
Every  law  was  at  present  passed  by  the 
Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  and  the  Com- 
mons in  Parliament  assembled,  and  such 
had  been  the  practice  of  the  realm.  The 
hon.  Member  had,  however,  brought  for- 
ward this  subject  rather  as  a  question  of 
convenience  than  of  principle;  but  he 
(Lord  Althorp)  could  not  agree  to  the 
propriety  of  this-^for  there  was  -no  one 
who  would  say,  that  it  was  improper  for 
the  Irish  Bishops  to  sit  in  Parliament,  if 
the  English  Bishops  were  permitted  to 
retain  their  seats.  But  to  effect  this 
change  would  be  to  make  an  entire  altera- 
tion in  the  Constitution;  and  he  would 
ask  whether  it  was  either  proper  or  possi- 
ble that  such  an  alteration  could  be  made 
by  an  Amendment  upon  a  clause  in  an 
Act  of  Parliament  relative  to  the  tempo- 
ralities, of  the  Church  of  Ireland  I    If 
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such  ft  ^estion  were  to  be  entertained^  it 
ought  to  be  brought  forward  separately » 
aud  deliberately  and  attentively  considered. 
He  was  sorry  to  find  such  a  question  at 
all  mooted  in  that  House ;  and  he  hoped 
and  was  confident  that  no  such  feeling  was 
entertained  as  to  induce  a  doubt  whether 
it  was  the  wish  of  the  country  or  of  the 
Hou$e  of  Commons,  that  the  Church  of 
England  should  not  be  represented  in  the 
House  of  Peers.  Every  one  was  aware  of 
the  animadversions  and  sarcasms  which 
were  uttered  on  this  important  subject  out 
of  doors;  but  he  did  not  suppose  that 
there  was  any  person,  acquainted  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  country,  who  would 
wiiih  even  to  attempt  such  a  change  with- 
out the  most  serious  consideration.  He 
should  feel  grieved  to  find  a  precedent  of 
this  description  sanctioned  by  the  House ; 
and  be  should  be  most  sorry  to  see  such  a 
motion  as  that  of  the  hon.  Member  acceded 
to  without  a  due  consideration  of  the  ge- 
neral principle*. 

Sir  Edward  KnatchbuU  had  listened 
with  infinite  satisfaction  to  the  sentiments 
of  the  noble  Lord,. who,  as  the  organ  of 
his  Majesty's  Government,  had  declared 
that  the  representation  of  the  Church  of 
of  England  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment  was  an  indispensable  part  of  the 
Constitution  [cries  qf  "  iVb,.  no  f*]  Did 
those  hon.  Members  who  cried  "  No,  no !" 
mean  to  say  that  the  Bishops  did  not  hold 
their  seats  in  the  other  House  of  parlia- 
ment by  indefeasible  right?  By  what 
tenure  did  the  Irish  Bishops  hold  their 
seats  there  ?  By  the  same  tenure  as  the 
Irish  lay  Lords — the  Act  of  Union.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  deny,  that  Ireland 
would  be  treated  with  the  greatest  injus- 
tice, if  a  successful  attempt  were  made  to 
remove  the  Irish  Bishops  from  the  other 
House  of  Parliament.  The  Committee 
had  been  truly  told  by  the  noble  Lord, 
that  if  they  entertained  the  present  pro- 
position, they  would  in  fact  entertain  the 
proposition,  that  the  Church  of  England 
should  be  altogether  unrepresented  in 
Parliament.  He  had  been  delighted  with 
the  noble  Lord's  distinct  declaration  on 
the  subject:  and  be  congratulated  the 
country  upon  it. 

Mr.  Hume^  in  reply  to  the  observations 
of  the  hon.  Baronet,  that  the  Irish  Bishops 
held  their  seats  by  virtue  of  the  Act  of 
Union,  observed,  that  one  Act  of  Par- 
liament was  good,  and  ought  to  be  obeyed, 
uotilitwas  rescinded;  and  no  longer.  Two 


Acts  of  Parliament  had  declared  that  Bi* 
shops  should  sit  in  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament. If  an  Act  should  be  passed  de- 
claring that  they  should  not  sit,  that  Act 
would  be  as  good  as  its  predecessors,  and 
ought  to  be  as  implicitly  obeyed.  The 
noble  Lord  had  contended  that  there  was 
no  wish  whatever  for  such  a  change — 

Lord  Alihorp  observed  that  what  he 
had  said  was,  that  he  was  persuaded  the 
general  feeling  in  the  country  was  against 
any  such  change.  . 

Mr.  Hume  was  satisfied,  that  ere  long 
the  noble  Lord  would  find  that  he  had 
been  deceived  on  that  point. 

Mr.  Estcouri  admitted  that,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  there  was  such  a  feeling  in 
the  country  as  that  described  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Middlesex ;.  but  attributed  it 
to  the  lessons  which  the  people  had  re- 
ceived from  most  unworthy  and  unjusti- 
fiable instructors.  With  respect  to  the 
Amendment,  the  hon.  mover  of  it  was 
utterly  mistaken  in  one  respect,  for  he 
seemed  to  consider  that  the  right  of  the 
Bishops  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Peers  was 
founded  not  on  considerations  of  public 
good,  but  on  personal  considerations 
merely.  That  was  a  great  error.  The 
hon.  Member  proposed  that  the  ight 
should  cease  as  those  who  at  present  en- 
joyed it  dropped  off.  Now  he  (Mr.  Est- 
court)  agreed  with  the  hon.  member  for 
Middlesex,  that  if  it  was  unfit  that  the. 
Bishops  should  sit  in  the  House  of  Peers, 
the  best  course  would  be,  instead  of  allow- 
ing them  to  die  off,  as  the  hon.  mover  of 
the  Amendment  proposed,  to  sweep  them 
all  away  at  once.  The  hon.  mover  of  the 
Amendment  treated  the  subject  as  if  it 
were  one  of  mere  personal  gratification  to 
the  Bishops  themselves.  Now  that  was 
not  the  view  taken  of.  it  by  the  Act  of 
Union.  The  Act  of  Union  provided  that 
the  Representatives  of  the  Irish  Episco- 
pacy should  sit  in  the  House  of  Peers  for 
the  public  benefit,  not  for  their  own  per* 
sonal  gratification.  If  the  Irish  Bishops 
were  to  be  excluded,  there  could  be  no 
reason  why  the  Irish  lay  Lords  should  not 
be  excluded  also.  Perhaps  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  include  them  in  his  proposition. 
They  stood  upon  an  equal  footing.  They 
all  sat  in  the  House  of  Peers,  not  for  their 
own  gratification,  but  for  the  public 
benefit. 

Mr.  GUbome  recommended  the  hoD« 
member  for  Huntingdon  to  withdraw  his. 
AmendmenL     Of  this  he  was  quite  sure ; 
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that  by  clMding  the  Comniittee  upon  it, 
the  hoii.  Member  would  not  do  justice  to 
himself.  He  himself  (Mr.  Gisfaiorne),  al- 
though he  would  not  say  ^hat  his  opinions 
might  be  if  the  qbestion  wete  brought  se- 
parately and  distinctly  under  the  consider- 
ation of  Parliartient,  couhi  not  tote  for 
the  proposition  thus  irregularly  introduced. 

Mr.  Pryme,  as  he  fbUnd  that  the  sense 
6f  the  House  was  against  his  proposition 
being  brought  forward  ill  Its  present  shape, 
expressed  his  disposition  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Bhaw  said,  that  this  discussion  had 
incidentally  taken  a  very  serious  turn, 
which  could  not  at  Ml  have  been  antici- 
pated from  the  Aroetidrtient  introduced  by 
the  hon.  Merriber.  He  had  heard,  as  well 
as  his  hon.  friend  (Sir  £dward  Knatch- 
bull)  with  pleasure,  the  distinct  disavowal 
of  the  noble  Lord,  of  the  extraordinary 
doctrines  Which  had  been  broached^  with 
reference  to  the  House  of  Lordd.  But  he 
must  ^ay,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  not  been 
equally  explicit  With  Respect  to  the  new 
and  highly  dangerous  construction  that  it 
waa  sought  by  hon.  Members  to  put  upon 
•the  Act  of  Uhion.  He  solemnly  protested 
against  the  Act  of  Unioh  being  treated  as 
an  ordibary  Act  of  Parliament.  It  bad 
been  well  described  by  his  right  hon. 
friend  (Mn  Wynn)  as  a  national  com- 
pact, and  if  that  compact  were  violated, 
he  for  one,  as  an  Irishman,  independently 
of  all  peculiar  or  pttrty  politics,  would 
deny  the  competency  of  any  other  than 
the  original  contracting  parties  to  resettle 
that  great  question.  The  hon.  and  learned 
member  for  Dublin  might  well  remain 
(|uiet,  and  rest  satisfied^  while  English 
Members  were  doing  more  to  promote  the 
great  objeet  of  his  wishes,  than  any  indi- 
vidual ejcertion  of  his  own  could  possibly 
accomplish.  His  Majesty's  Ministers  were 
greatly  mistaken,  if  they  for  a  moment 
supposed  that  there  was  not  much  nation- 
ality of  feeling  in  Ireland  on  this  eaciting^ 
subject.  And  he  thought  a  more  inap- 
propriate opportunity  could  not  have  been 
aeledted  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers  to 
evince  indift^reucte  to  the  levity  with  which 
the  Act  of  Union  had  been  treated  by 
English  Members,  than  upon  a  discussion 
relating  to  the  churth  eatablishment  in 
Ireland  ;  for  he  could  not  repeat  too  often 
that  the  eontiUuance  and  preservation  of 
the  Irish  branch  of  the  united  church, 
which  had  that  night  been  so  lightly  spoken 
of,  indeed,  se  openly  denounced,  was  not 
ooly  ao  eaiedlial  and  faodimental  part  of 
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the  Union,  in  the  ekpress  terms  ef  Metba 
compact  made  between  the  ooontries-^ 
but  he  would  go  forther,  and  say,  that  tbe 
maintenance  of  the  fistabitshed  Chtttth  in 
Ireland  Was,  mdependedlly  of  tlfMt  etpreti 
contract,  the  real  bond  Wbieh  titiihsd  the 
feelitigs  and  the  interestil  df  the  Protest- 
ants of  Ireland  with  this  country.  He 
need  scarcely  say,  that  the  Romati  Oitho- 
lies,  almost  to  a  mart,  were  opposed  to 
the  legislative  Union.  It  behoted  then 
his  Majesty's  Goverrtment  to  tske  cmt 
how  they  estranged  from  it  the  ftA^tkns 
of  the  Irish  Protestants.  He  did  not  so 
much  ciomplain  of  the  hasty  and  incoh- 
siderate  expressions  that  might  fiill  in  the 
heat  of  the  debate  from  individual  Mem- 
bers of  that  House-^but  he  did  fM  tbtt 
the  conduct  of  his  Majesty**  Ministers  was 
Wholly  inexcusable  in  anowiM|^  ft  to  be 
advan(!ed  in  their  presence  that  fM  exist- 
enee  of  the  Established  ChUtch  in  lt«hind 
depended  upon  a  eonlmon  Adt  df  Parlia- 
ment, which  it  was  competent  In  tte  pre- 
sent Legislature  to  make  bt  linttiake  at 
their  pleasure.  It  Waa  time  that  tiie  mem- 
bers of  the  Established  Ghilr<5h  ia  Ii^etttod, 
should  be  distinctly  told  whether  dr  not 
that  establishment  was  to  be  auppbrted. 
He  (Mr.  Shaw)  hdd  always  eadeatoured 
openly  and  plainly  to  declare  hia  senti- 
ments du  that  all-inipoftant  iulje6t ;  he 
hoped  that  the  noble  Lord  and  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  would  not  shrink  ftoa  a 
distinct  avowal  6f  their  opinion  apon  a 
question  which,  though  incidentilly  ahd 
somewhat  irfe^larly  Introduced,  Wat 
second  to  none,  in  ita  bearing  upon  tbe 
best  interests  of  Ireland,  and  he  might  add 
of  the  empire  At  large. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

On  Clause  45,  for  the  reduction  of  the 
revenues  of  Armagh  and  Deftjr,  being 
read, 

Mr.  Estcourt  objected  to  those  prelates 
having  to  pay  over  a  large  Sufn  annually 
without  reference  to  their  aetUal  ret^etptf. 

Mr.  Shaw  fully  agreed  with  his  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Esteoorl)  that  it  Was  unfair  to 
bring  the  full  change  against  these  pfelates, 
when  possibly  their  rents  niight  be  in 
arrear.  Such  a  mode  of  taxation  Would 
be  considered  unjust  in  the  case  of  btbef 
landed  proprietors.  He  particularly  db- 
jected  to  this  principle,  as  in  case  of  hia 
suggestion  being  adopted  of  reducing  the 
incomes  rather  than  the  nunher  of  the 
other  bishoprics,  it  might  be  genetilfy 
applied.    He  had  before  atated  that  in 
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mTereiite  to  the  bishopric  oF  Derry ,  he 
considered  it  would  be  much  more  de- 
sirable to  retain  Raphoe  and  t)erry  at 
4,000/.  a  year  each,  than  Derry  alone  at 
8,000/.  a  year.  Still  he  felt  that  every 
justice  should  be  done  to  the  present 
Bishop  of  Derry,  who  had  been  appointed 
with  an  understanding  that  the  arrange- 
ment now  proposed  should  be  carried  into 
operation. 

Mr.  Pryme  proposed  an  amendment, 
to  reduce  the  annual  value  of  the  Irigh 
bishoprics,  on  the  next  avoidance,  to  a 
suni  not  exceeding  5|000/. ;  and  of  Irish 
archbishoprics,  to  a  sum  not  exceeding 
6,000/. 

Mr.  Sianley  said,  he  understood  the 
object  the  hon.  Member  had  in  view*  but 
he  did  not  perceive  how  that  ol^ect  could 
be  achieved  by  the  Amendment  be  had 
proposed;  and  if  the  hon*  Member's 
Aroendmeot  should  be  adopted}  ibe  pre* 
amble  to  the  clause  would  run  tbus-*- 
**  Whereas  the  revenues  of  the  archbishop* 
ric  of  Armsgb,  and  bishoprie  of  Derry « and 
the  other  archbishoprics  and  bishoprics  in 
Ireland,  greatly  exceed  the  other  bishop- 
rics io  Ireland,  it  is  expedient  to  diminish 
such  excess.'*  Such  would  be  the  word- 
ing of  the  clause^  and  he  need  not  say 
that  it  was  impossible  that  it  could  be 
agreed  to  in  that  shape«  Undoubtedly 
they  had  left  to  the  Primate  of  all  Ireland 
a  large«  and  perhaps  in  the  optbtoh  of 
some,  a  splendid  income.  Allusion  had 
been  made  to  the  present  primate,  and  he 
(Mr.  Stanley)  was  sure  it  would  be  readily 
admitted  by  every  one  who  had  the  least 
knowledge  of  that  distinguished  individual, 
that  there  never  was  a  prelate  whose  con- 
duct was  more  exemplary,  and  however 
large  his  See  might  be,  it  was  impossible 
that  it  could  have  been  expended  in  a 
manner  more  serviceable  to  the  Church, 
or  more  beneficially  to  the  community  at 
large,  than  It  had  been  by  the  distinguished 
prelate  at  the  head  of  the  Irish  Church  ; 
and  as  to  the  patronage  which  his  Grace 
possessed,  he  believed  that  not  a  single 
relative  of  the  primate*s  had  been  pro-* 
moted  by  him  to  a  benefice.  The  present 
income  of  the  primate  was  to  be  continued 
to  him  for  life,  but  afterwards  the  revenue 
of  the  ardibishopric  would  be  reduced  to 
9,000/.  a  year ;  and  he  did  not  think  that 
for  Che  Primate  of  all  Ireland,  the  head  of 
the  Church  in  that  country,  and  upon 
whom  necessarily  many  expenses  were 
entailed,  that  9,000/.  a  year  would  be  a  * 


very  large  income.  The  revenue  of  the 
archbishopric  nominally  would  be  10,000/* 
a  yea^,  but  when  the  per  centa^  Was  6e* 
ducted  it  would  be  somethmg  under 
9,000/.  The  revenue  bf  the  other  arch- 
bishopric would  be  7,500/.,  and  deducting 
the  per  centas^e  it  would  be  less  thah 
7,000/.  The  Archbishop  of  Dublin  was 
to  have  the  whole  of  the  South  of  IreUnd 
under  his  charge,  and  there  were  in  his 
diocese  a  greater  number  of  poorer  clei^y 
than  he  believed  in  any  other  diocese  in 
Ireland,  whom  of  course  he  would  be 
expected  to  assist  and  relieve.  The  incomes 
of  the  Bishops  would  fluctuate  between 
4,000/.  and  5,000/.  a  year.  The  greater 
part  of  them  receiving  between  4,0001. 
and  4,500/.  a  year,  he  eonfessed  he  did 
not  see  any  great  advaillagl»  that  would 

result  frbtti  making  the  fevetiUM  of  the 

Irish  bishops  uniformt  Tliere  wto  an  ap- 
proximation to  equality,  but  it  did  not 
iictually  eaisii  He  saw  no  reason  for 
making  sueh  an  alteration  as  that  pro* 
posed,  and  he  should  therefbro  oppoM 
the  Amendment  proposed  by  the  hoh^ 
Member! 

Mr.  Wtfnn  objected  to  the  Biahop  of 
Derry  having  a  higher  ialary  than  th^ 
Archbishop  of  Dublin,  lie  also  thought 
that  10,000/.  a  year  clear  income  would 
be  little  enough  for  the  Primate  of  Irelahd, 
who  was  nekt  in  rank  to  the  Lord  lieute^ 
nant  of  that  country. 

Mr.  Shaw  said,  with  respect  to  th^ 
Archbishop  of  Dublin,  he  dould  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  great  expenses  that  were 
incident  to  that  particular  See,  and  bo 
heard  individuals  who  had  been  translated 
from  smaller  sees  with  nominally  a  less 
income  say,  that  they  found  themselves 
losets  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view.  As 
regarded  the  Primate,  it  was  quite  im- 
possible that  any  income  however  large, 
could  be  expended  with  more  advantage 
to  the  country,  or  so  as  to  reflect  mors 
honour  on  the  Established  Church,  than  by 
leaving  it  at  ihe  discretion  of  the  distin- 
guished and  revered  individual  who  then 
adorned  that  high  office,  tie  felt,  that  the 
system  of  equality  in  the  incomes  of  tk« 
Bishops  was  not  free  from  objection  and 
difficulty;  but  he  still  considered  it  far 
preferable  to  a  reduction  of  their  numbers, 
and  to  the  last  moment  before  this  Bill 
should  pass  into  a  law,  he  would  oling  to 
the  hope  that  the  OoverUmant  Wduld 
abandon  that  most  objecttohabie  portioD. 
of  it,  which  went  to  diminish  the  influence 
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and  efficiency  of  the  episcopal  bench  in 
Ireland.  It  would  be  at  all  events  but 
reasonable  in  the  filling  up  of  the  blanks 
in  this  clause  to  postpone  the  payments  to 
the  Commissioners  until  thp  1st  of  July 
and  January  which  should  occur  next 
after  the  first  half:year  alone  should  be 
payable. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  to  ninety  agreed  to,  when  the 
House  resumed ;  Committee  to  sit  again. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Wednesday,  June  19,  1833. 

MiNona.]  BUI.  ReidaUiirdtinie:— Sewen.— <!ominitted: 
—The  Agricultural  Labouren'  Employment  BUI. 

Pttitioiii  praMDtad.  By  the  Dnke  of  Richmond,  ftom 
SppiiVi  fat  Atenrttaw  In  the  Agricultural  Labounn 
Bmpkyynicnt  BiU;  and  flnom  two  Plaoes,  tat  the  Abditiaa 
of  Slavery.— By  ttie  Duke  of  Beaufort,  from  Cridc- 
Ikoirall,  for  Uie  Repeal  of  ttie  Sato  of  Beer  Act. 

£a8t-India  Cokpany'b  Chartbb.]] 
Lend  J^knbonmgh  wished  to  know  whether 
the  noble  Earl  (Earl  Grey)  had  then  any 
objection  to  answer  the  question  which  he 
had  asked  a  few  days  ago,  relating  to  the 
production  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  East-India  Company  and  the  Board  of 
Control,  with  respect  to  the  constitution  of 
the  Load  Governments  in  India  ? 

Earl  Grey  said,  that  there  was  no  corre- 

Sipndence  between  the  Company  and  the 
oard  of  Control  on  that  question,  and 
therefore  no  such  correspondence  could  be 
laid  before  the  House. 

Lord  Ellenborough  expressed  his  sur- 
prise, that  no  correspondence,  on  a  matter 
of  such  high  importance  to  the  interests  of 
India,  should  have  taken  place  between  the 
two  bodies  to  whom  the  government  of 
India  was  intrusted.  As  no  communication 
on  this  subject  had  taken  place  between 
those  two  bodies,  he  thought  it  was  a  good 
reason  why  they  should  postpone  that  part 
of  the  Bill  to  the  next  Session,  'llie  noble 
Earl  (Earl  Grey)  had,  in  1813,  expressed 
a  wish  to  postpone  those  parts  of  the  mea. 
sure  which  were  not  essential  to  the  re. 
newal  of  the  Charter;  he  (Lord  Ellen- 
borough)  thought,  that  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, there  was  a  much  stronger  reason  for 
postponing  that  part  of  the  Bill  which 
related  to  the  constitution  of  the  local  go- 
vernments in  India.  It  was  said,  that  the 
proposed  dianges  with  respect  to  the  Com- 
pany were  for  the  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  the  natives  of  India.  He  sin. 
cerdy  hoped  that  they  might  prove  so,  but. 


if  he  were  not  misinformed,  it  would  t^ 
pear  that  those  alterations  would  remove 
most  of  the  checks  and  restraints  which  had 
hitherto  existed  on  the  exercise  of  power  id 
India,  and  which  had  been  a  guarantee 
against  the  oppression  of  the  natives.  He 
hoped  he  might  prove  to  be  in  error,  but  it 
seemed  a  general  opinion  amongst  those 
with  whom  he  had  communicated,  that 
such  would  be  the  effect  of  those  parts  of 
the  measure  to  which  he  had  alluded.  On 
this  ground  he  would  suggest  that  this  part 
of  the  Bill,  which  was  by  no  means  es:k:n- 
tial  to  the  arrangement  with  the  Company^ 
should  be  postponed  to  the  next  Smton. 
By  this  arrangement  an  opportunity  would 
be  given  for  further  inquiry  on  the  subject 
He  woidd  not  detain  their  Lordahips 
longer  on  the  subject  at  present,  as  an 
opportunity  would  occur  for  reverting  to  it 
on  a  future  occasion. 

Earl  Grey  wished  to  correct  the  impres- 
sion which  seemed  to  be  on  the  mind  c^  the 
noble  Baron  as  to  what  he  had  said.  He 
did  not  say  that  no  communication  had 
been  made  from  the  Board  of  Contrd  to 
the  Company  on  the  subject  of  the  eoiwd- 
tution  of  the  local  governments  in  India ; 
what  he  had  said  was,  that  no  corroapond- 
ence  had  taken  place  on  the  subject,  and 
therefore  that  none  could  be  produced  to 
answer  the  object  of  the  noble  Baron.  It 
was  true  that  the  proposed  dumgea  with 
respect  to  the  Company  had  been  nude 
wiUi  the  view  to  the  benefit  of  the  nalivei 
of  India,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  on 
the  discussion  of  the  question  the  K^eat 
probability  of  such  improvements  wouul  he 
shown*  He  admitted  the  great  importance 
of  the  point  to  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
alluded,  but  though  he  did  not  feel  called 
upon  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the 
question  at  that  moment,  he  would  admit, 
that  the  parts  of  the  BiU  to  which  the  noble 
Baron  alluded  were  not  essential  to  the  mea- 
sure of  the  renewal  of  the  Charter.  He  could 
not  at  that  moment  call  to  his  memory  what 
he  had  said  on  the  question  in  1813,  but, 
without  any  reference  to  that,  he  would 
admit  the  great  importance  of  that  part 
which  related  to  the  constitution  of  the 
local  governments ;  and  also  that  it  should 
not  be  passed  without  the  most  mature 
consideration.  If,  when  that  part  of  the 
subject  came  under  the  consideration  of 
their  Lordships,  it  should  be  found  that 
there  were  anv  difficulties  in  the  veav  of 
this  part  of  it,  he  would  not  object  to  con- 
sider the  proposition  of  the  noble  Bamn 
for  delay  ;  but  when  he  said  this,  he  did  so 
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with    tlie    feeling    that  delay  should  be 
avoided  if  possible. 
The  matter  was  dropped. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS, 
Wednesday,   June  19,  1833. 

Miv«TBS>l  Pmpani  otdmd.  On  the  Motkm  of  Mr.  Fiuirat 
Bariho,  aa  Aooouut  of  the  Number  of  Penom  who  have 
dbUined  GertUtttei  from  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  to 
prietbe  «e  nach  in  Bn^kuid  waA  Wales,  ia  each  year,  firom 
nihllaRh,  1SS5&  of  the  Hooey  reeeiTedhy  the  Society 
far  nch  Ceitifioatei,  and  how  appropriated,  during  the 
aaroe  period:  and  of  the  Number  of  Prowcutiona  for 
PwaltiaiT  alio  what  Suroa  haye  been  Expended  in  nip- 
port  of »  BolaikBl  Garden.  Leetuiciv  and  other  Meant  for 
piomoCinf  the  Knowledfe  of  Botany,  Materia  Medioa, 
and  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry. 
Bilk.    Read  a  third  ttane    On  the  Modon  of  Mr.  Sniwo 
RicB,   WonUen  Trade  Act  Repeal;    National  Debtt 
Dwcdh^  House  Robbery.— Connnitted:—Paroehial  Rates 
Rumptioo. 
Petitions  presented.  By  Sir  RomnT  Iwolis,  ftom  Boroo^. 
trtdfi^  Dioeese  of  Chester,  agataist  the  Church  Tempo. 
raUties  (Ireland)  BilL— By  Mr.  LiTTurroir,  ftom  the  Gun 
toA  Smiths  of  Darlaston,  for  Relief.— By  the  Earl  of 
Bdfost,  ftom  CanidifaKUS.  against  the  Dlsftanchlsemcnt 
BiD  for  that  Haefc    By  Lord  TvUiajiORn.  ftoa  the 
Cocpoiation  of  Penryn,  complaining  of  a  Petition  pre* 
Mnfeed  againit  them,  and  contradicting  Ststements  made 
ihsNiib — ^By  Mik  8ei|Bart  Pnnnr,  ftom  Dundalk,  for  a 
CommlKlon  wlft  i^iem  to  Improve  the  Forts  and 
Harboor  of  that  Plaes^— By  Mr.  Mab8RALU  ftom  Leeds, 
for  Attcndfaig  the  Law  of  Settlement  Act.— By  Sir 
Rmuum  Siinoif  •  ftom  the  bio  of  Wight,  ftir  eon- 
piOiag  tho  use  of  one  uniform  Bushel  througfaout  the 
Counliy.->By  Mr.  PiAan,  ftom  Darlington,  for  Modify- 
ing the  lammeijid  Measures  of  Government  so  as  to  secure 
to  the  Oonntry  the  pieeent  BanUng  System.— By  Mr. 
PnAai^Mr.  PmLvarxa,  and  Mr.  Ksmraa  TnfTs,  ftom 
•e^-cral  Ptaoea,  gainst  the  General  Register  BilL— By 
ColonsI  Lnmi  Hav,  ftom  the  Shipowners  of  Peterhead, 
•pinst  ^iwraarii^  the  Rates  on  Marine  PoUdes  for  nine 
er  twabe  Montha^— By  Mr.  Robbock,  ftom  certain  In- 
IttbiUHits  of  the  City  of  London,  for  the  Uberation  of 
Robot  Taylor,  and  of  Richard  Cariile.— By  Mr.  Jamcb 
OiWALn,  ftom  Bdlnbuight  and  Colonel  Lkitr  Hat, 
fiom  seveni  Plaeea>— for  Alterstions  In  the  Royal  Burghs 
(Scotland)  BilL— By  Mr.  CRicjixann,  and  Mr.  KsMTsa 
TvirrB,  ftom  three  Places, — for  Amending  the  Sale  of 
Bmt  Aeti  and  Mr.  Roibdcb,  ftom  Tiverton,  ogainst  the 
R«pci>  of  the  aame  Act^By  Colonel  Tonnsira.  Mr. 
(HioaDR,  md  Mr.  Muurall,  ftom  several  Plaee*,— for 
plwiag  the  Retailcnof  Beer  on  a  Footing  with  Licensed 
Vietuallcia.^-By  Mr.  CoLLian,  ftom  the  Merchants  and 
SkipowBsii  of  Plyniouth*  for  the  Exemption  ftom  payiiw 
tbe  Merehant  Seamen's  Sixpences  to  Greenwich  Hospital. 
—By  Mr.  Paicn,  ftom  Waterford,  for  the  Mitigation  of 
the  Criadnal  Code.— By  Mr.  HanLAiro,  Ihm  Durham, 
br  AboHAiQg  the  Howe  and  Window  Taxca.— By  Mr. 
^^ru^,  tnm  Rending,  in  fovourof,  and  Colonel  Ton- 
Mxa,  ftamBoKoo,  against,  the  Rating  of  Tenements  Bill; 
•ad  ftom  QsMtssiiuiy  and  Huntingdon,  for  Granting  to 
<^  Inhtttanto  the  dwtoe  of  Corpamte  OOeciB.— By  Mr. 
Hiwaa,  and  Mr.  Dahixi.  Gabuiix,  ftom  n  Medical 
^<»ctT.  and  ftom  Wakcadd,  against  the  Apothecaries 
BM— By  Laid  ALmonF,  and  an  How.  Munia,— for 
^  Bcttsr  Obssrvanca  of  the  Lmd's  Day. 

St,  Qeorge's  Steam  Packet  Com- 
^ART.]  Ix>ni  Somdmi,  in  moviDg  the  third 
^H  of  the  St.  Georg^e's  Steam  Packet 
^|NU)y*«  BilK  sUted,  that  in  the  original 
^*11  there  were  some  clansea  to  which  ob- 
)*ci»on»  had  been  made,  as  they  gave  a 
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power  to  that  CoiDpany  over  several  others; 
but  as  the  Bill  stood  at  present,  it  was 
simply  to  enable  the  Company  to  sue  and 
be  sued,  and  to  make  some  other  regu- 
lations for  the  management  of  its  concerns* 
The  only  reasonable  objection  that  could 
now  be  made  to  it  was,  that  it  placed  the 
Company  in  competition  with  others  ;  but 
in  his  (Lord  Sandon*s)  opinion,  so  far  from 
its  giving  tlie  Company  greater  powers 
than  others  were  invested  with — it,  in  fact, 
contained  less  provisions  to  that  purport 
than  other  Companies  had.  It  would  be 
a  new  line  of  policy  if  the  Legislature  were 
to  discourage  the  formation  of  Joint  Stock 
Companies,  but  he  would  wait  until  he 
heard  what  objections  were  to  be  offered 
against  the  Bill  before  he  presumed  to 
go  at  any  greater  length  into  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Wallace  said,  the  object  of  the  Bill 
throughout  was  to  give  tlie  St.  George*s 
Steam  Packet  Company  the  power  to  in- 
crease their  capital  to  an  immense  extent, 
though  it  was  not  yet  subscribed.  The 
Bill  had  for  its  chief  object  to  obtain  a 
monopoly  of  the  transmission  of  goods 
and  passengers  across  the  Channel.  He 
contended  that  the  preamble,  which  stated 
them  to  be  a  Joint  Stock  Company,  was 
not  proved.  They  claimed  to  be  an  Irish 
Company,  but  on  reference  to  the  list  of 
subscribers,  he  found  the  balance  as  nearly 
as  possible  between  England  and  Ireland, 
for  he  found  that  eighty-seven  of  the 
subscribers  belonged  to  Iieland  and 
seventy-four  to  England.  It  could  not, 
therefore,  be  called  an  Irish  Company.  It 
could  not  be  said,  that  his  objections  were 
made  with  the  view  of  protecting  Scotch 
interests,  for  he  found  that  the  English 
subscribers  belonged  chiefly  to  the  western 
coast,  namely,  from  Cornwall  roundto  Liver- 
pool— 80  that  it  was  very  natural  that  the 
inhabitants  on  that  coast,  including  Wales, 
would  not  offer  any  objections  to  the  Bill. 
The  Company  claimed  the  power  of  chur- 
tering  all  other  vessels  that  professed  to 
go  on  the  same  line  aa  their  vessels,  and 
therefore  a  monopoly  would  be  established, 
by  which  they  might  charge  what  prices 
they  pleased.  A  more  predetermined  sys- 
tem of  monopoly  was  never  heard  of.  It 
was  a  frequent  ground  of  complaint  against 
encouraging  the  accumulation  of  large 
masses  of  wealth  by  any  one  Company ; 
but  the  present  Bill  would  have  the  effect 
of  enabling  the  Company  to  accumulaic 
very  great  wealth,  as  it  would  enable  them 
2K 
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with  some  solicitude  the  present  question. 
Indeed,  he  should  be  much  mortified  if  the 
Reformed  Parliament  should  declare  itself 
against  and  reject  a  measure  which  experi- 
ence had  proved  to  be  beneficial  all  over 
the  world ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  reject 
that  which  had  been  tried,  and  found  be- 
neficial to  the  public  interests  in  Scot- 
land, Ireland,  France,  and  the  colonies. 
Without  entering  into  the  details  of  the 
Bill,  he  would  come  at  once  to  the  ob- 
jections which  had  been  suggested.  It 
had  been  said,  its  provisions  were  not 
sufHciently  known,  and  that,  therefore,  it 
ought  to  pass  to  another  Session.  That 
was  not  the  just  way  to  get  rid  of  the  sub- 
ject. No  further  delay  could  be  necessary; 
the  Bill  had  already  been  brought  forward 
in  three  Sessions  of  Parliament;  it  had 
been  most  extensively  circulated  amongst 
the  Magistrates  at  Quarter  Sessions;  it 
had  been  openly  discussed  at  public  meet- 
ings, convened  for  the  purpose  in  various 
parts  of  the  country ;  its  merits  and  de- 
merits had  been  fully  discussed ;  petitions 
had  been  sent  up  and  presented  to  the 
Legislature  against  it,  and  the  House  was 
now  as  fully  competent  to  judge  of  it  as  by 
possibility  it  could  be  in  another  Session. 
He  therefore  would  entreat  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  not  to  abandon  at  the  present 
stage  this  Bill,  which  he  hoped,  before  the 
present  Session  closed,  would  receive  the 
assent  of  that  House,  of  the  House  of 
Peers,  and  of  his  Majesty. 

Mr.  Strickland  was  opposed  to  the  Bill. 
He  had  been  upon  the  Select  Committee 
up-stairs ;  and  though  he  would  admit,  that 
there  had  been  a  majority  in  the  Com- 
mittee, vet  a  great  diversity  of  opinion 
prevailed  upon  the  provisions  of  this  Bill. 
The  county  he  had  the  honour  to  represent 
would  be  materially  affected  by  the  Bill. 
In  that  county,  after  much  labour  and  ex- 
pense, a  registry  had  been  completed,  and 
all  that  labour  and  expense  would  be 
thrown  away  by  the  operation  of  the  present 
Bill,  and  the  system,  which  had  been  found 
to  work  well,  would  be  made  to  give  way 
to  all  the  inconveniences  which  were  pre- 
sented in  the  measure  now  before  the 
House.  The  present  measure  was  full  of 
inconveniences,  and  differed  entirely  from 
the  system  of  registration  which  had  been 
pursued,  and  found  to  work  well  in  York- 
shire, in  Middlesex,  and  in  Dublin.  The 
Bill  contained  the  monstrous  proposition, 
that  all  men's  title-deeds  were  to  be  placed 
in  Lottdoni  for  the  inspection  of  every  man 


who  should  make  it  his  bnaiiien  toaltenpc 
to  discover  flaws  in  them*  WonU  that 
House  pass  a  measure  which  would  conpei 
a  man^  in  making  a  aettlecnent  of  hk 
estate,  to  submit  his  title-deed  for  puhBc 
inspection  at  ChariDg-crossZ 

Mr.  Pease  was  of  opiiiion»  that  a  Mem- 
ber should  support  the  views  of  hiscomti- 
tuents,  and  he  was  happy  to  be  «lik  to 
support  the  views  of  those  who  sent  him 
to  that  House.  He  had  presented  petitio&s 
against  the  measure  from  all  the  towns  of 
the  southern  division  of  Durham,  and  he 
could  assert  that  nine^tenths  of  the  free- 
holders of  that  division  were  againat  tbb 
measure.  The  evils  to  be  guarded  against 
were  precarious  and  distant,  the  evils  of 
the  Bill  itself  were  certain,  and  would  ba. 
mediately  arise.  The  whcde  expense  of  die 
building  would  have  to  be  paid  by  fees,  tlie 
Clerks  would  have  to  be  paid  by  feea;  the 
expense  would  be  great ;  and  if  ooe  of 
these  Clerks  should  make  a  mistake  by 
taking  the  wrong  John  Brown  out  of  ten 
thousand  John  Browns,  and  an  estate  of 
10,000/.  or  15,000/.  were  to  be  lost,  who 
would  pay  for  that?  In  his  opuiion«  the 
injury  it  would  cause  vrould  beincalcnlable. 
All  the  title-deeds  would  be  sent  to  Loo- 
don  ;  but  were  hon.  Members  aware  that 
parcels  were  sometimes  lost  1  Then  agaia, 
let  the  House  see  the  expense  of  that. 
Some  provision  was  made  for  tbe  postage; 
but  he  should  like  to  know  what  tbe  post- 
age would  come  to  of  a  set  of  title-deeds, 
such  as  he  received  a  few  days  ago,  which 
filled  the  whole  box  of  a  gig  ?  TheooaDtiy 
would  never  be  satisfied  with  tbe  enonaous 
expense.  He  sp(^e  not  so  much  of  the 
Gentlemen  present  ~*many  of  whom  might 
willingly  pay  a  few  pounds  forsecaritj — but 
of  the  great  number  of  small  landholders 
in  the  community.  To  the  small  freehold- 
ers it  would  be  a  positive  injury.  He  had 
lately  had  somethmg  to  do  with  execating 
conveyances,  and  more  than  100  bad 
passed  through  his  hands,  in  not  one  of 
which  the  fee-simple  waa  more  tiian  30/. 
There  was  not  one  petition  in  flavour  of  the 
Bill.  It  was  said,  that  the  opposition  to  it 
in  the  country  had  been  got  up  by  ooBBlry 
Solicitors*  If  it  was  meant  that  they  did  not 
like  to  lose  their  business,  he  thought  their 
objections  perfectly  proper.  He  beliefed 
that  Gentlemen  there  did  not  know  how 
country  Solicitors  carried  on  their  buaiaeBi; 
but  he  could  say,  that  in  general,  whea 
they  assured  their  clients  that  a  tide  was 

good,  th9  clients  took  it^  aod  it  wae  baiter 
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U»  take  a  title  uader  those  oonditioDs,  than 
endesfour  to  vitiate  it*  No  evil  in  practice 
resulted  from  that  The  whole  of  the 
county  of  Durham  protested  against  the 
Bill.  It  was  alleged  that  it  was  calculated 
to  prevent  frand — he  did  not  say  it  was 
not ;  but  there  were  other  and  more  simple 
meana,  and  the  evil  which  it  was  by  its 
cunfaioQS  machinery  to  guard  against  was 
of  each  rare  oocurrence,  that  a  respectable 
Solicitor  of  Durham  had  stated,  at  a  pub- 
lic meeting  at  Durham,  that  he  never  knew 
an  instance  of  fraud. 

The  Aiiometf  General  supported  the 
Motion.  The  Bill  was  only  to  establish 
the  general  principle  of  registration,  which 
they  all  seemed  to  agree  in.  Even  the 
hon.  member  for  Yorkshire  liked  registra- 
tion ia  Yorkshire,  and  why  should  not 
thai  which  was  good  in  Yorkshire  be 
extended  over  the  whole  kingdom  7  The 
praeent  Motion  only  went  to  sanction  the 
prineipie,  and  all  the  details  might  be 
discussed  in  the  Committee. 

Mr.  DuHCombe  reminded  the  House 
that  the  general  principle  of  the  Bill, 
which  the  second  reading  would  sanction, 
was  the  principle  of  metropolitan  registra- 
tion. The  whole  of  his  constituents  were 
against  the  Bill,  and  he  should  give  it  his 
most  decided  opposition  in  that  stage* 

Mr.  Murray  supported  the  Motion. 
The  principle  of  registration  had  been 
tried  io  Scotland  for  upwards  of  100 
years,  and  been  found  to  give  great  satis- 
faction* They  were  not  then  to  decide 
on  the  details,  but  only  on  the  general 
fwiaciple,  to  which  even  the  hon.  member 
for  Yorkshire  wa3  favourable* 

Mr.  Cayley  was  determined  to  oppose 
the  Motion,  because  he  knew  that  every 
one  of  his  constituents  consklered  him 
pledged  to  oppose  it. 

Lord  SoMdion  had  a  petition  to  present 
against  the  Bill  from  Liverpool,  most 
numerously  and  respectably  signed*  For 
his  own  part,  he  approved  of  the  general 
principle  of  registration,  but  o^ected 
>Uoogly  to  making  it  metropolitan.  He 
did  not  like  conoentratiog  wealth  and 
hasiness  in  London ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
tbottcht  it  was  better  to  diffuse  them  as 
dually  aa  possible  through  the  country. 
He  SMuld  prefer  a  district  registration* 
At  the  same  time  he  should  vote  for  the 
>*ooBd  reading,  with  a  determination  on 
Us  part  to  make  it  into  a  scheme  for  a 
^liatiict  registratioD,  in  the  Committee* 

Mc«  IFoiom  was  saia  that  it  woald  not 


be  possible  to  do  anything  with  the  Bill  this 
Session. 

The  House  then  dirided  on  the  Question 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time — Ayes 
69 ;  Noes  82 :  Majority  13. 

List  of  the  Ayes, 


ENGLAND. 

Althorp,  Lord 
Baring,  F. 
Barnard,  £.  G. 
Campbell^  Sir  J. 
Childers,  J.  W. 
Evans,  G. 
Ewart,  W. 
Fort,  J. 
Forster,  C. 
Grey,  Sir  G. 
Grote,  G. 
Hall,  B. 
Hawkins,  J.  H. 
Heathcote,  G.  J. 
Home,  Sir  W. 
Hyett,  W.  H. 
Kennedy,  J. 
Lamont,  Captain 
Langston,  J.  H. 
Leech,  J. 
Lefevre,  C.  S. 
Lenoard,  T.  B. 
LushiogtOD,  Dr. 
Ord,  W.  H. 
Potter,  R. 
Romilly,  E. 
Romilly,  J. 
Sandon,  Lord 
Scholefield,  J* 
Stanley,  Rt.  Hon.  £. 
Strutt,  £. 
Thicknesse,  R. 
Troubridge,  Sir  T. 
Vernon,  U. 
Walker,  R. 
Warburton,  H. 
Whalley,  Sir  S. 
Wood,  Alderman 

SCOTLAND. 

Abercroniby,Rt.HD  J. 
List  of 

Aglionby,  H.  A. 
Attwood,  M. 
Betbell,  R. 
Blaroire,  W. 
Boss,  J. 

Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cayley,  Sir  O. 
Caylev,  £.  S. 
Chandos,  Marquess 
Chapman,  A. 
Cbaytor,  Sir  W. 
Chetwynd,  Captain 
Cobbett,  W. 
Cornish,  J. 
Cartels,  E.  B. 
Curteis,  H.  B. 
ParliogtoPi  Eari  of 


Adam,  Admiral 
Agnew,  Sir  A. 
Bannerman,  A. 
Colquhoun,  J.  C. 
Dalrymple,  J.  H. 
Ewing,  J. 
FergussoD,  R.  C. 
Gillon,  W.  D. 
Hay,  Sir  J. 
Jeffrey,  Right  Hon.  F. 
JohnstOD,  A. 
Johnstone^  J.  J.  H. 
Kennedy,  T.  F. 
Maxwell,  Sir  J. 
Maxwell,  J. 
Murray,  J.  A. 
Oliphaot,  L. 
Oswald,  R. 
Oswald,  J. 
Steuart,  R. 
Stewart,  E. 
Wallace,  R. 

IRELANO. 

Browne,  D. 
Fitzgerald,  T. 
Lamb,  Hon.  G. 
Lynch,  A.  H. 
Maxwell,  T. 
Perrin,  L. 

PAiaED  OFF. 

Hume,  J. 
Kerry,  Earl  of 
Peel,  Sir  R. 
Pendarves,  E.  W. 
Pcnleaze,  T.  S. 
Rippon,  C. 
Whitbread,  W.  H. 

TELLERS. 

Brougham,  W. 
BuUer,  C. 

the  Noes. 

Divett,E. 

Dunconibe,  Hon.  W. 
Fenton,  Captain 
Fielden,  J. 
Finch,  O. 
Gaskell,  J.  M. 
Gaskell,  D. 
Goring,  H.  D. 
Halcomb,  J. 
Hardy  J. 
Harvey,  D.  W. 
Hay,  Colonel 
Heathcote,  G. 
Henniker.  Lord 
Hodges,  t.  L. 
Howard,  P.  H« 
Inghaoii  R« 
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Mr.  Warburkm  thbught  it  ft  sofikiMt 
ground  for  paissing;  the  BtH*  thai  the  Mem- 
ber who  introduced  it,  MAfedd  thai  the 
persons  to  whom  it  referred  eiHertfttned 
conscientkiufi  objections  lo  tftkiHg  oatlis. 

Mr.  Mnmg^  said,  that  tie  wa»  aeqttaiBt* 
ed  with  many  Separalists,  and  knew  iheai 
to  be  a  respectable  body  of  personal  vha 
adhered  literally  to  tite  pticept  hi  ibe 
Gospel^  which  recomnieaded  that  Men 
should  toot  swear.  Tha  Bill,  #llidi  %ns 
ititeMded  to  allow  these  people  to  lake 
their  affirmation  instead  of  an  oathi  ^mM 
be  a  boon  to  society  in  ganeial  aft  well  as 
to  them,  for  at  present  their  scruplea  pie- 
fented  them  from  giving  evideeoe  in 
Courts  of  Justice^  which  might  leed  to 
the  punishment  of  the  guilty  or  the  ac- 
quittal of  the  innocent. 

Mr.  Qtmlbum  thought,  that  the  Hoeae 
ought  to  be  in  possessioii  of  twttef  ialer- 
mation  respecting  the  people  calliiig  lhsm«> 
selves  Separaiiste  before  the  Sll  was 
passed.  He  had  looked  into  the  oiasl 
iteent  works  deacrikmig  the  reygbuaeects 
in  this  country,  and  he  coaM  fimi  wotbieg 
aboat  them.  .  If  the  Hoase  showed  a  4is- 
poaition  to  grant  privileges  aach  aa  ckat 
proposed  by  the  Bill  to  all  peivons  who 
said  they  entertained  scruplea  ta  take 
oathsi  it  would  tend  to  encooraga  untie* 
cessarily  dissent  from  the  EMbliahed 
Church* 

Mr.  Prpme  said,  the  Bill  cotttaiiied  a 
clause  which  enacted,  that  ifanypeftvn 
should  falsely  pretend  in  a  Court  of  Jas^ 
tice  that  he  was  a  Separatist  in  order  to 
avoid  taking  an  oath,  he  shoaM  be  liable 
to  the  penalties  of  perjury: 

Bill  committed. 


Ittgilhy,  Sir  W.  Todd,  R. 

Jermyn,  Earl  Tooke,  W. 

Jervis,  J.  Tynle,  C.  J.  K. 
^ohostone,  Sir  J.V.  R.    Tynte,  C.  K.  K. 

Knatchbull,  Sir  E.  Tyrell,  C. 

Lister,  E.  C.  Villiers,  Viscount 

Lowther,  Lord  Vyvyao,  Sir  R.  R. 

Lowther,  Cotouel  Wason,  R. 

Marshall.  J.  Wilks,J. 

Parker,  J.  Williams,  W»  A. 

Parrott,  J.  Williams,  Colonst 

Peasei  J.  Wood,  Colonel 

Pelham,  lion,  A.  C.  Yorke,  Captain 

Philips,  M.  Young,  J. 

Phillips,  C.  M.  TELLERS. 

Pryme,  0.  Hodgson,  J. 

Richards,  J.  Sanford,  £.  A. 
Ridley,  Sir  M.  W.  paired  off. 

Ross,  C.  Gladstone,  W.  K. 

Ryle,  J.  Herbert,  Hon.  S. 

Sheppard,  J.  Lambton,  H. 

Staunton,  Sir  O.  T.  Lincoln,  Earl  of 

Strickland,  0.  Molyncux,  Viscount 

Talbot,  J.  Ossulston,  Viscount 

Tennyson,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Ramsden,  J.  C. 
Thomson,  P.  B. 

Separatists'  Affirm atiok.]  Mr. 
Pryme  moved,  that  the  House  shoald 
resolve  into  a  CoiAmittee  on  the  Bill  for 
substittidng  the  Separatists*  affirmations 
for  their  Oaths.  The  hon;  Member  ex- 
plained the  hardships  those  pei'sons  were 
subject  to  at  present  on  account  of  their 
refusing  to  take  an  oath.  They  were 
preventecT  from  being  merchants,  because 
they  would  not  take  Custom  House  oaths. 
They  could  not  exercise  their  calling  in 
Corporations,  because  they  would  not  take 
the  oath  to  the  Corporation.  They  were 
sometimes  deprived  of  their  elective  fran- 
chise, because  they  would  not  swear  that 
they  had  not  voted  before.  If  they  were 
half-pay  officers,  they  could  not  receive 
their  Imlf-pay  because  they  would  not 
swear.  They  were  subject,  in  short,  to  a 
variety  of  other  similar  hardships  which 
fell  on  them  because  they  would  not  swear. 

Mr.  Haloombe  thought,  that  before  the 
House  conceded  to  the  Separatists*  privi- 
leges which  were  not  enjoyed  by  his  Ma. 
jesty's  subjects  in  general,  it  ought  to 
know  something  of  who  and  what  they 
were.  In  the  Itnown  character  of  the 
Quakers  they  had  some  guarantee,  but 
the  Separatists  were  wholly  unknown  to 
him.  He  would  be  obliged  to  the  hon. 
Member  to  state  who  and  what  the  Sepa- 
ratists were.  Upon  looking  at  the  Bill, 
he  could  not  see  that  any  parliamentary 
ground  was  laid  for  dispensing  with  the 
taking  of  Oaths  in  the  case  of  the  people 
called  Separatiala. 


CUURCH  TEMPORALlTlteS  (1rBLA4ID)i) 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Church  Tetaporalkics 
(Ireland)  Bill. 

On  Clause  95— -giving  power  to  the 
CommissioneTS  to  agree  widi  tUmt  patnm 
for  yearly  allowanoe  being  ^nead, 

Mr.  GouUmtH  said,  that  one  «njiHtifi* 
able  propositioB  was  emhodMi  m  thn 
Bill— that  of  taxing  the  clergy,  even 
though  the  lay  impropriator  waa  the 
parson  to  derive  advantage. 

Mr.  S^mky  aatd,  that  tha  objoel  tt  Um 
Bill  eertainiy  w«a  to  tak  the  ChaMli  far 
the  porposes  of  religion,  and  it  coaM  «at 
be  objected  that  tke  tnoomeofadciify- 
man  should  be  augmented  thoagh  the 
tithes  wera  in  the  hinds  vt  a-ltyaao* 
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Mr.   Shaw  said,  thut  he  had  before, 

when  the  priiietple  of  the  Bill  was  under 

diseoBsioti,  ohjeeted  to  the  clergy  alone 

beitt|^  taxed  for  the  reit  of  the  community, 

but  that  pohit  being  carried  agahist  his 

opinmt,  it  was  still  &t  just  that  when  by 

law  Ae  hiy  inprobriator  was  bound  to 

proiride  Ibr  the  senrtce  of  the  Church,  that 

the  fitiide  of  thedergy  should  not  be  tued 

for  what  andther  was  legaUy  bound  to 

pay.     He  hoped  the  fioble  Lord  was  now 

prepared  to  assent  to   the   proposltiea 

whkh  he  hid  before  promised  to  take  into 

considetatlott— namely,   the   allowing   a 

summasfy  remedy  by  petition  against  the 

lay  impropriator  who  was  bound  by  the 

express  conditions  of  the  grant  or  patent 

under  which  he  held  the  tithes  to  maintain 

an  officiating  clergyman*    That  mode  of 

summary  telief  had  been  recommended 

by  the    Commissioners  of  Ecclesiastical 

Inqatfy,  as  was  the  case  in  respect  of 

charitme  donatiomi,  and  uhder  the  2tnd 

Claose  of  the  Bill  then  under  consideration, 

the  same  remedy  by  petition  was  given 

agahist  the  dergy  fbr  anfbn^iag  payment 

of  the  ta3r«    He  might  here  be  permitted 

to  mention  Some  cases  of  lay  impropriatorB 

deriring  laife  hicomes  from  tithes,  and 

contributing  little  or  nothing  to  the  support 

of  the   Church.     In   Doneraile,  in  the 

county   of   Cork,    IflOOL   a^year    was 

received,  and  but  13/.  paid.    In  Drum* 

downey,  800/.  was  received,  and  6/.  13t. 

4d.  paid— the  same  in  Ballybeg,  and  from 

the  parish  of  St.  Catherineli,  Cork,  the 

^y  impropriator  derived  2,000/.  a-year, 

and  did  not  pay  If .  for  the  support  of  the 

Church  or  the  performance  of  divine  ser-^ 

vice.    He  was  not  at  present  drawing 

any  distinction  between  tithes  and  other 

pmperty  in  the  hands  of  laymen,   but 

merely  asking  on  the  part  of  the  Church, 

whetimr  the  lay  impropriator  was  by  the 

?n«t  under   which   he    held   expressly 

hound  to  pay? 

Dr.  Lvt$finfftan  saidt  there  were  very 
few  such  cases  in  England;  and  begged 
^biowfhmi  die  hon.  Qeotleman  opposite 
(Mr.  8faaw)  whether  they  were  of  iiequent 
ynttenes  m  Irsland-«as,  if  so,  he 
iJl^wgbt  the  proposition  of  the  hon«  Mem- 
^  wts  a  very  reasooable  one  ? 

Mr.gAnvf  Such  eaies  were  of  frequent 
^^<>fmi0aln  Ireland^  astheCommissioiiers 
^^^desiastlcal  Inquiry  reported.  He 
"^^  that  the  noUe  Lord  would  assent 
^^  ^^  prepesal,  and  mtroduce  a  clause 
P^^i>S  t  eataimirjr  lemedy. 


Lord  Alihorp  said,  he  should  feel 
obliged  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  A>r  prr- 
paring  such  a  clause.  He  would  not 
object  to  its  introduction. 

Mr.  Shaw :  he  would  willingly  prepare 
the  clause  and  submit  it  to  the  noble  Lord, 

Mr.  Henry  Graitan  said  tbati  if  the 
lay  Impropriator  received  tithes  without 
doing  duty  in  return,  the  clergy  received 
large  sums  for  doing  neat  to  nothing. 

Sir  Robert  Bateson  said,  that  Uie  lay 
impropriators  were  bound  by  law  to  con- 
tribute towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
Church,  for  they  derived  all  the  profit 
from  the  tithes ;  and  if  it  were  even  frae, 
which  he  denied,  that  the  clergy  did  little 
in  return  for  their  incomes,  it  was  un- 
questionable that  the  lay  impropriators 
did  nothing  towards  the  service  of  religion 
in  the  parishes  from  whence  they  derived 
their  incomes.  There  could  not  be  a  more 
zealous  or  eicemplary  body  of  men  than 
the  Irish  clergy. 

Sir  Robert  in^tii  urged  the  necessity  of 
the  lay  impropnaleia  contribvtiog,  as*  by 
law  they  were  bound  to  do,  to  the  mainte** 
nance  of  the  Church  and  the  support  of 
the  offictating  clergy. 

Clause,  with  verbal  Amendments  agreed 
to ;  and  the  Clauses  to  the  1 18th  agreed 
to.  House  resumed.  Committee  to  sit 
again. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS, 
Thursday,  June  20,  1833. 

Miitims.3  Bilb.  RMdA^tSUiMt-MmtkBrtotSlM. 
peosSoo.— Cominitted :— Umitatkm  ot  Actkiai* 

Petitions  preMoted.  By  the  Earl  of  Malmksbury,  ftom 
ttie  Tde  or  WlgM»  fbr  one  tcgultt  Stindttd  Mcwure 
dnovglMiit  ttw  Ustted  KiBadan.— By  Urt  Svwwimt^, 
from  Eimli^  for  a  Rcviikm  of  the  CrimiMl  Codcw— By 
the  Duke  (^  Clkvkland,  from  Wellington  (Somcnct); 
and  bythft  Earlof  Ooarono,  ftomicvetal  nMetf— ieo<Mt 
Slavery.— >By  the  Duke  of  Clrvmlahd,  fton  a  DtaaeBl- 
ing  Congngation  at  PreitoD,  for  Rdicf  to  the  OiBWOtert 
as  regards  Marriages,  llcglstrati<M),  and  Chutdi  Rates. — 
By  Loid  WvivyoBOt  fiom  Stoekpott,  t»  Poor  Laws  to 
Irelaiid.^Dy  the  Marquea  of  WaarmiiSTUt  Aom 
GiUhigham,  against  the  19th  Ckuise  of  the  Local  Juriidio- 

'    tioBBUL 

MfVIStERIAL  PlaH  for  TRt  AbOLI- 

TioH  OP  Slavrrt.]  a  Conference  was 
held  with  the  Commons,  when  the  folkm- 
ing  Resolutions  were  communiceted,  to 
which  their  Lordships'  ooBcunence  was 
desired : — 

1 .— '<  That   immediate   and   effectual 
measures  he  taken  for  the  entire  aholltkm 
of  slavery  throughout  the  colonies,  under 
euch  provisions  for  regulating  the   con 
dttion  of  the  negroes,  as  maj  eoaUoe' 
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by  all  the  solicitors  in  the  coantry,  who 
were  good  judges  of  its  probable  effects. 
It  was  part  oC  a  system  for  having  all  the 
business  of  the  country  transacted  in 
London ;  a  system  which  he  thought 
erroneotts  in  policy,  as  he  considered  it 
much  better  that  the  county  towns  should 
be  the  centres  of  the  business  of  the  dis* 
trict  in  which  they  were  situated,  fbrming 
as  it  were  small  metropolises,  instead  of 
baring  one  central  place,  to  which  every^ 
thing  should  be  carried,  and  every  sort  of 
business,  either  by  agency  or  otherwise, 
transacted.  He  would  give  the  Bill  his 
most  decided  opposition. 

Lord  Morpeth  merely  rose  to  ask  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  opposite  a  question 
dn  the  subject.  This  Bill  rested  upon 
authorities  so  high,  and  was  supported  by 
arguments  many  of  which  he  was  ready  to 
admit  were  very  strong,  that  his  opposition 
to  it  would  be  in  a  great  degree  regulsted 
by  the  answer  he  should  receive  from  his 
learned  friend  to  the  question  he  was  alx>ut 
to  put.  He  begged  to  ask  his  learned 
fViend,  if  be  should  persist  in  pressing  this 
Bill  through  in  the  present  Session,  in 
which  at  such  an  advanced  period  it  was 
hardly  likely  to  pass,  whether  he  would 
consent  to  except  from  its  operation  the 
counties  of  the  northern  circuit?  In 
Yorkshire,  they  had  a  registry  with  which 
they  were  very  well  contented.  It  was 
true,  that  the  other  five  counties  had  not  a 
registry,  but  it  was  to  be  recollected  that 
it  was  tfom  this  part  of  England  that  the 
most  vehement  objections  had  been  made 
to  this  Bill,  and  that  the  most  vehement 
oppoeitkm  to  it  had  proceeded.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  those  counties  would  be 
eacepted  frotii  the  operation  of  the  Bill, 
while  it  might  be  tried  as  an  experiment 
in  the  other  parts  of  England. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Heaikcote  most  earnestly 
hoped  that  no  experiments  would  be  made 
in  other  parts  of  England,  for  the  benefit 
of  Yorkshire.  I f  the  three  or  four  counties 
forming  the  northern  circuit  were  excepted 
fi^om  the  operation  of  the  Bill,  he  hoped 
he  should  be  allowed  to  put  in  a  claim  of 
exemption  for  the  county  of  Lincoln,  in 
which  there  was  also  a  strong  feeling  of 
opposition  to  the  measure.'  In  many  of 
the  districts  of  that  county,  the  opposition 
was  very  strong;  and  it  was  strongest 
among  those  classes  who  were  best  ac- 
quainted with  its  probable  operation. 

Mr.  Lynch  supported  the  Bill,  m  neces* 
siry  for  tbe  protection  of  patohaserst  The 


highest  law  authorities,  both  ancient  sAd 
modern,  were  in  fkvour  of  such  a  neature 
as  this»  and  it  was  one  that  wak  abeetutely 
necessary  for  the  protection  Of  puvcfaaaersi 
One  great  advantage  attending  tiie  es- 
tablishment of  a  geneml  registry  W*s^  that 
it  would  secure  tbe  eMeooe  of  Mb* 
deeds,  for,  when  diey  wel«  last  at  pimuit, 
estates  beoauke  unmiuketaMe»  At  ^reaent 
the  law  afforded  no  tedirity  to  the  pair- 
chaser  of  lands  agaihst  the  operaildM  isf 
Crown  debts ;  by  this  Bill  timl  seeetity 
would  be  afibrded,  inasmueh  m  the  Bill 
provided  that  all  Cfoi»n  debts  shottM  be 
registered,  as  well  as  other  liabtltties  affect- 
ing property.  The  purchaser  at  present 
could  know  nothing  of  the  Uabililiek  to 
which  the  property  might  be  subject-;  but 
this  convenience  would  arise  from  the  pro- 
visions of  the  measure  now  before  the 
House ;  namely,  that  the  purchaser  w»uM 
be  empowered  to  lodge  a  esaaal  adih  the 
registrar,  which  would  pitvent  th«  regis- 
tration oif  any  new  deed  that  might  inter* 
fere  with  the  rights  of  the  puMhaaer^  «Mlb 
reference  to  the  property  sought  to  be  aflbM* 
ed  by  it.  As  to  mortgage  transaetiotia,  *^  a 
man  entitled  to  an  estate  worth  SOfiWH, 
borrowed  a  sum  of  20,0001.  upoa  marlgage, 
and  gave  up  possession  of  the  titloMteeds, 
and  stipulated  not  to  pay  Itofffor  five  yean. 
He  wanted  another  sum  of  10,0001.  in  the 
mean  time;  the  estate  in  qnestien  was 
ample  enough  for  tbe  purpose,  but  no«ne 
would  lend  it  to  him,  no  one  would  lend, 
because  no  one  could  have  security  If  be 
did.  He  could  not  have  the  legal  eateta 
— he  cottid  not  have  tbe  deedS'^-all  tkai 
he  could  rely  on  was  a  notice  to  tfm  first 
mortgagee.  That  notice  might  be  lost; 
but  what  was  more,  the  owner  of  the  estate 
might  go  to  a  third  person — ^tttgiitftrevail 
on  that  person  to  lend  him  another  aom, 
without  informing  him  of  the  second  Inoct- 
gage.  The  third  mortgagee  might  after- 
wards discover  the  second  mortgagee*  He 
went  to  the  first  mortgagee,  paid  him  off, 
got  the  legal  estate,  and  squeezed  ontt  tbe 
second  mortgagee.  He  would  only  mk^ 
ought  such  a  system  aa  this  to  be  attowed 
to  continue  ?  AH  this  would  be  raioedied 
and  cured  by  the  registry.  With  reapsct 
to  the  protection  afierded  by  asaigeusenta 
of  terms  of  years,  created  out  of  tbe  eaiate, 
and  kept  distinct  from  tbe  inberitaeoeby 
being  assigned  to  a  tnislee,  the  purehasor 
(where  there  are  such  terms)  could  not  be 
certain  that  he  had  got  the  asaigmBeoa  of 
the  oldest  term,  and,  if  be  bn  iiot|  the 
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tnletveililig  incimibrBneer  misht  ev€n  after  | 
the  pUfdiftBe,  oliUin  sach  assif^Dment,  and 
oust  hlMw  He  coitid  hot  be  Gertain,  Ihat 
I  he  term  had  not  beoome  merged  in  the 
ioheritaftice  by  the  union  of  the  term  with 
the  inbeAance  in  the  same  peraon.  He 
conM  not  be  certain  that  he  had  got  an 
aaajgntocnt  fhiiil  the  proper  leprcaeetative 
of  libe  pets6n  ill  wheal  the  term  waa  veated. 
Qnta^ioiik  atnae  daily«  as  to  whether  the 
prabeteof  the  will  or  letters  of  adniinfiatra- 
tiee  to  the  ealate  ef  the  perM>n  in  whom 
the  tetttt  wea  vested,  had  been  taken  out 
in  the  proper  Bccleaiastfcal  Court,  for,  if 
not^  ilie  eaaignment  was  of  eourse  invalid. 
He  could  not  be  certain  that  the  Judge 
before  whom  the  cause  was  tried  might  not 
diiect  the  Jury  to  presume  a  surrender  of 
the  term  \  and  if  the  purchaser  should  get 
over  nil  these  difficulties,  he  might  be  de- 
pfited  of  the  beneAl  ef  the  tenn  by  having 
nelftse«>f  the  mterveniog  inonmbmnce,  not 
merely  dwett  or  eScpreas,  but  oonstruetive 
Mtiee^  It  had  bevtt  we^ed  against  this 
aieaafcie  ihnt  its  operation  wouM  be 
NaMe  Id  emtnai  but  he  must  lemind  the 
Heme  that  no  ouch  errors  es  bad  been 
suggeetftd,  eo«ld  in  the  least  degiee  affect 
the  title  in  an  estate ;  the  title  would  re- 
maiii  the  aame^  The  whole  system  of 
indexes  paopoaed  by  the  Bill  was  perfect, 
and  It  was  iittpoesible  that  any  error  could 
aiiae.  The  argument  as  to  the  expense 
whieh  would  be  incenfed  fiom  the  adop- 
tion of  4m  proposed  plan  eoeld  not  be 
meinlained,  as  be  was  convtooed  Uiat  any 
eiye—ea  whid)  tnigbt  aviae  would  be  con* 
sidetetbly  leas  then  bed  been  anticipated 
and  eatiaMled  by  the  opponents  of  the 
intaaiab  On  the  whole,  he  hoped  the 
Hntme  vronid  cooaant  to  the  aeeond  read- 
ings wf  the  Bill,  and  tliat  at  leant  it  would 
be  nllewcd  to  go  iato  Committee. 

[The  Gallery  was  cleared  for  a  divioon, 
hot  news  took  |rfaoe.  While  strangers 
wese  oat«  a  short  debate  took  place.  Mr. 
Harvey  dedaied  that  he  was  friendly  to 
any  ayatem  whkh  woidd  simplify  the 
tiamfcicf  prapaity.  At  the  same  time, 
becooU  not  consent  to  the  aeeond  reading 
of  the  Bill^  wnlem  the  hon.  and  learned 

had  chaiige  of  it,  would  ooa- 
thai  its  further  considecaiion  ehonM 
be  yaeiBoaoa*  This  Tiew  was  anppoitad 
by  the  ifait|SBas  ef  Chandoa,  Mr.  Tenny- 
son wad  Mr«  StridElawU  and  it  was  op- 
peatd  by  Sir  Robeit  Peel,  the  Attorney 
Genecalt  and  the  Solicitor  General.] 

Om  le'admiiiien  lo  the  OaUery, 


Mr.  T\)oke  was  addressing  the  House. 
The  hon.  Member  objected,  at  this  period 
of  the  Session,  to  a  Bill  of  so  much  im^ 
portance  being  proceeded  with.  He  con* 
ceived  tliat  it  was  impossible  at  this  period, 
that  a  measure  of  this  nature  could  be  so 
matured  as  to  lead  to  any  beneficial  re* 
sults»  By  a  postponement  of  the  question 
until  the  next  Session,  some  time  would  be 
afforded  for  a  conversion  of  the  opponents 
of  the  measure,  by  a  further  consideration 
of  its  meritsi  and  to  such  a  conversion  he 
was  perfectly  open.  He  must,  however, 
avail  himself  of  this  opportunity  of  dis- 
claiming the  animadversion  which  had  been 
thrown  upon  that  branch  of  the  profession, 
to  which  he  had  the  honour  to  belong, 
namely,  that  their  opposition  tothe  measure 
originated  in  interested  motives.  He  denied 
on  behalf  of  the  profession,  the  justice  of 
any  such  imputation,  and  he  would  most 
humbly  throw  into  the  scale  his  practical 
knowledge  and  experience  in  making  this 
declaration.  He  would  also  soggest  lo 
(he  hon.  and  learned  Member  opposite, 
and  to  iJhe  House,  that  the  measure  was 
not  one  which  pressed  on  them  ;  and  fur- 
ther, that  if  good  could  be  anticipated  from 
it,  that  benefit  would  improve  by  delay, 
and  he  could  not  but  think,  that  the  House 
would  act  with  an  improvidence  unworthy 
of  it,  if  it  came  to  a  decision  in  favour  of 
the  principle  of  a  Bill,  which  it  was  obvious, 
from  what  had  transpired,  was  not  yet 
sufficiently  matured. 

Mr.  TVnnyson  objected  to  the  Bill  being 
proceeded  in  with  precipitancy,  and  main- 
tained, that  the  landed  interest  of  the 
country  ought  to  have  time  to  know  and 
understand  its  proposed  proviskins,  before 
it  should  be  permitted  to  pass  into  a  law. 
The  landed  interest  ought  to  be  communis 
cated  with,  and  with  this  feeling,  if  the 
hon.  and  learned  Memt>er,  who  had  moved 
its  progress,  would  consent  to  its  being 
now  read  a  second  time  and  sent  into 
Committee,  then  to  be  reprinted  and  widely 
ciroolated  through  the  country,  andbrought 
forward  in  the  next  Session,  he  would 
support  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman '« 
motion ;  but  if  the  Bill  was  to  be  peieisted 
in  during  the  present  Session,  he  shonM 
oppose  ^  second  reading. 

The  SoUoiUfr  General  said,  that  the 
simple  question  l)efore  the  House  waa, 
whether  the  Bill  should  be  now  read  a 
second  time ;  and  as  he  had  looked  with 
some  anxiety  as  to  what  would  be  the 
resttk  of  a  Reformed  Parli»ment|beregarde4 
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with  some  solicitude  the  present  question. 
Indeed,  he  should  be  much  mortified  if  the 
Reformed  Parliament  should  declare  itself 
against  and  reject  a  measure  which  experi- 
ence had  proved  to  be  beneficial  all  over 
the  world ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  reject 
that  which  had  been  tried,  and  found  be- 
neficial to  the  public  interests  in  Scot- 
land, Ireland,  France,  and  the  colonies. 
Without  entering  into  the  details  of  the 
Bill,  he  would  come  at  once  to  the  ob- 
jections which  had  been  suggested.  It 
had  been  said,  its  provisions  were  not 
sufficiently  known,  and  that,  therefore,  it 
ought  to  pass  to  another  Session.  That 
was  not  the  just  way  to  get  rid  of  the  sub- 
ject. No  further  delay  could  be  necessary; 
the  Bill  had  already  been  brought  forward 
in  three  Sessions  of  Parliament;  it  had 
been  most  extensively  circulated  amongst 
the  Magistrates  at  Quarter  Sessions;  it 
had  been  openly  discussed  at  public  meet- 
ings, convened  for  the  purpose  in  various 
parts  of  the  country ;  its  merits  and  de- 
merits had  been  fully  discussed ;  petitions 
had  been  sent  up  and  presented  to  the 
Legislature  against  it,  and  the  House  was 
now  as  fully  competent  to  judge  of  it  as  by 
possibility  it  could  be  in  another  Session. 
He  therefore  would  entreat  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  not  to  abandon  at  the  present 
stage  this  Bill,  which  he  hoped,  before  the 
present  Session  closed,  would  receive  the 
assent  of  that  House,  of  the  House  of 
Peers,  and  of  his  Majesty. 

Mr.  Strickland  was  opposed  to  the  Bill. 
He  had  been  upon  the  Select  Committee 
up-stairs ;  and  though  he  would  admit,  that 
there  bad  been  a  majority  in  the  Com- 
mittee, vet  a  great  diversity  of  opinion 
prevailea  upon  the  provisions  of  this  Bill. 
The  county  he  had  the  honour  to  represent 
would  be  materially  affected  by  the  Bill. 
In  that  county,  after  much  labour  and  ex- 
pense, a  registry  had  been  completed,  and 
all  that  labour  and  expense  would  be 
thrown  away  by  the  operation  of  the  present 
Bill,  and  the  system,  which  had  been  found 
to  work  well,  would  be  made  to  give  way 
to  all  the  inconveniences  which  were  pre- 
sented in  the  measure  now  before  the 
House,  The  present  measure  was  full  of 
inconveniences,  and  differed  entirely  from 
the  system  of  registration  which  had  been 
pursued,  and  found  to  work  well  in  York- 
shire, in  Middlesex,  and  in  Dublin.  The 
Bill  contained  the  monstrous  proposition, 
that  all  men's  title-deeds  were  to  be  placed 
in  Londoui  for  the  inspection  of  every  man 


who  should  make  it  his  busioeis  toaltenipt 
to  discover  flaws  in  them.  WoniU  that 
House  pass  a  measure  which  would  cmapel 
a  man,  in  roakiog  a  settlement  of  his 
estate,  to  submit  his  title-deed  for  puUic 
inspection  at  Charing-cross  ? 

Mr.  Pease  was  of  opinion,  that  a  Men- 
ber  should  support  the  views  of  his  consti- 
tuents, and  he  was  happy  to  be  «bie  lo 
support  the  views  of  those  who  sent  him 
to  that  House.  He  had  presented  petitioos 
against  the  measure  from  all  the  towna  of 
the  southern  division  of  Durham,  and  he 
could  assert  that  nine-tenths  of  the  free- 
holders of  that  division  were  againit  Uus 
measure.  The  evils  to  be  guarded  a^tost 
were  precarious  and  distant,  the  evils  of 
the  Bill  itself  were  certain,  and  would  im. 
mediately  arise.  The  whole  expense  of  the 
building  would  have  to  be  paid  by  fees,  the 
Clerks  would  have  to  be  paid  by  fees;  the 
expense  would  be  great ;  and  if  one  of 
these  Clerks  should  make  a  mistake  by 
taking  the  wrong  John  Brown  oat  of  ten 
thousand  John  Browns,  and  an  estate  of 
10,000/.  or  15,000/.  were  to  be  lost,  who 
would  pay  f<Mr  that?  In  his  opioioo,  the 
injury  it  would  cause  would  be  incalculable. 
All  the  title-deeds  would  be  sent  to  Lon- 
don ;  but  were  hon.  Members  awaie  that 
parcels  were  sometimes  lost  ?  Then  again, 
let  the  House  see  the  expense  of  that. 
Some  provision  was  made  for  the  postage; 
but  he  should  like  to  know  what  the  post- 
age would  come  to  of  a  set  of  title-deeds, 
such  as  he  received  a  few  days  ago,  which 
filled  the  whole  box  of  a  gig  7  Theeauntry 
would  never  be  satisfied  with  the  enomoos 
expense.  He  sp(^e  not  so  mnch  of  the 
Gentlemen  present— many  of  whom  might 
willingly  pay  afewpounds  forsecnnty— *4bot 
of  the  great  number  of  small  landholders 
in  the  community.  To  the  small  frediold- 
ers  it  would  be  a  positive  injury.  He  had 
lately  had  something  to  do  with  exeeating 
conveyances,  and  more  than  100  kad 
passed  through  his  hands,  in  not  one  of 
which  the  fee-simple  was  more  than  30/. 
There  was  not  one  petition  in  favoar  of  the 
Bill.  It  was  said,  that  the  opposition  to  it 
in  the  country  had  been  got  up  by  country 
Solicitors.  Ifit  was  meant  that  they  did  not 
like  to  lose  their  business,  he  thought  their 
objections  perfectly  proper*  He  believed 
that  Gentlemen  Uiere  did  uol  know  bow 
country  Solicitors  carried  on  their  btisiBess; 
but  he  could  say,  that  in  general,  when 
they  assured  their  clients  that  a  title  wis 

good,  the  clients  took  it,  sod  it  wss  belter 
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t^  take  a  tkle  under  those  condittons^  than 
endeavour  to  vitiate  it*  No  evil  in  practice 
resulted  from  that.  The  whole  of  the 
county  of  Durham  protested  against  the 
BtIL  It  was  alleged  that  it  was  calculated 
to  prevent  fraud — be  did  not  say  it  was 
not ;  but  there  were  other  and  more  simple 
meaos^  and  the  evil  which  it  was  by  its 
cumbrooa  machinery  to  guard  against  was 
of  sach  rare  occurrence,  that  a  respectable 
Solicitor  €>f  Durham  had  stated,  at  a  pub* 
lie  meeting  at  Durham,  that  he  never  knew 
an  instance  of  fraud. 

The  Attorney  Qmural  supported  the 
Motion*  The  Bill  was  only  to  establish 
ihe  general  principle  of  registration,  which 
they  all  seemed  to  agree  in.  Even  the 
hon.  member  for  YoriLshire  liked  registra- 
tion in  Yorkshire,  and  why  should  not 
thai  which  was  good  in  Yortubire  be 
extended  over  the  whole  kingdom  ?  The 
pieaent  Motion  only  went  to  sanction  the 
principle,  and  all  the  details  might  be 
disoussed  in  the  Committee. 

Mr«  DuMcwmbe  reminded  the  House 
that  the  general  principle  of  the  Bill, 
which  the  second  reading  would  sanction, 
was  the  principle  of  metropolitan  registra- 
tion* The  whole  of  his  constituents  were 
against  the  Bill,  and  he  should  give  it  his 
moal  decided  opposition  in  that  stage* 

Mr.  Murray  supported  the  Motion. 
The  principle  of  registration  had  been 
tried  in  Scotland  for  upwards  of  100 
yearsy  and  been  found  to  give  great  satis- 
faction. They  were  not  then  to  decide 
on  the  details,  but  only  on  the  general 
principle,  to  which  even  the  hou.  member 
for  Yorkshire  was  favourable. 

Mr.  Cayley  was  determined  to  oppose 
tbe  Motion,  because  he  knew  that  every 
one  of  his  constituents  considered  him 
pledged  to  oppose  it. 

Lord  SoMdon  had  a  petition  to  present 
against  the  Bill  from  Liverpool,  most 
nnmefousiy  and  respectably  signed.  For 
his  own  part,  he  approved  of  the  general 
principle  of  registration,  but  objected 
strongly  to  making  it  metropolitan.  He 
did. not  like  concentrating  wealth  and 
bvsiness  in  London ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
tbooeht  it  was  better  to  diffuse  them  as 
equally  as  possible  through  the  country. 
He  shotthl  prefer  a  district  registration. 
At  the  same  time  he  should  vote  for  the 
saoond  reading,  with  a  determination  on 
his  part  to  make  it  into  a  scheme  for  a 
dittnct  registratwn,  in  the  Committee. 

Mx.  IFoion.was  sura  that  it  would  not 


be  possible  to  do  anything  with  the  Bill  this 
Session. 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  Question 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time— Ayes 
69 ;  Noes  82 :  Majority  13. 

List  qf  the  Ayet. 


EMOtAND. 

Althorp,  Lord 
Baring,  F. 
Barnard,  £.  G. 
Campbell,  Sir  J. 
Childers,  J.  W. 
Evans,  G. 
Ewart,  W. 
Fort,  J. 
Forster,  C. 
Grey,  Sir  O. 
Grote,  G. 
Hall,  B. 
Hawkins,  J.  H. 
Heathcote,  G.  J. 
Home,  Sir  W. 
Hyeit,  W.  H. 
Kennedy,  J. 
Lament,  Captain 
LangstOD,  J.  H. 
Leech,  J. 
Lefevre,  C.  S. 
Leooard,  T.  B. 
Lushington,  Dr. 
Ord,  W.  H. 
Potter,  R. 
Romilly,  £. 
Romilly,  J. 
Sandon,  Lord 
Scholefield,  J. 
Sunley,  Ru  Uoo.  E. 
Strutt,  E. 
Thicknesse,  R. 
Troubridge,  Sir  T. 
Vernon,  6. 
Walker,  R. 
WarburtoD,  H. 
Whalley,  Sir  S. 
Wood,  Alderman 

SCOTLAND. 

Abercromby,Rt.Ho  J. 
List  of 

Aglionbv,  H.  A. 
Attwood,  M. 
Bethel],  R. 
Blamire,  W. 
Boss,  J. 

Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cayley,  Sir  G. 
Caylev,  E.  S. 
Cbandos,  Marquess 
Chapman,  A. 
Cbaytor,  Sir  W. 
Chetwynd,  Captain 
Cobbett,  W. 
Comisb,  J. 
Curteis,  £.  B. 
Curteis,  H.  B. 
^arlingtoPi  Earl  of 


Adam,  Admiral 
Agnew,  Sir  A. 
Bannerman,A. 
Colquhoun,  J.  C. 
Daliymple,  J.  H. 
Ewing,  J. 
FergussoD,  R.  C. 
Gillon,  W.  D. 
Hay,  Sir  J. 
Jeffrey,  Right  Hon.  F. 
Johnston,  A. 
Johnstone,  J.  J.  H. 
Kennedy,  T.  F. 
Maxwell,  Sir  J. 
Maxwell,  J. 
Murray,  J.  A. 
Oliphant,  L. 
Oswald,  R. 
Oswald,  J. 
Steuart,  R. 
Stewart,  E. 
Wallace,  R. 

laBLAMO. 

Browne,  D. 
Fitzgerald,  T. 
Lamb,  Hon.  G. 
Lynch,  A.  H. 
Maxwell,  T. 
Pernn,  L. 

PAiaXD  OFF. 

Hume,  J. 
Kerry,  Earl  of 
Peel,  Sir  R. 
Peodarves,  E.  W. 
Penleaie,  T.  S. 
Rippon,  C. 
Whitbread,  W.  II. 

TELLsas. 

Brougham,  W. 
Buller,  C. 

the  Noes* 

Divett,E. 

Duocombe,  Hon.  W. 
Fenton,  Captain 
Fielden,  J. 
Finch,  O. 
Gaskell,  J.  M. 
Gaskell,  D. 
Goring,  H.  D. 
Halcomb,  J. 
Hardy  J. 
Harvey,  D.  W. 
Hay,  Colonel 
Heathcote,  G. 
Henniker,  Lord 
Hodges,  T.  L. 
Howard,  P.  H« 
Inghami  R* 
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Mr.  W&rhuritm  thbughl  it  a  sufBcttot 
ground  for  passing;  the  Bill|  that  lh«  Mem* 
ber  who  introduced  it,  fttat^  that  the 
persons  to  wbmn  it  referred  enlertfttned 
conscientious  objections  to  taking  <tailw. 

Mr.  Afarrsy  said,  that  be  was  acquaint- 
ed widi  many  SepaiatistSi  and  Ira^w  ifcen 
td  be  a  nspectible  body  of  perseoa^  wKii 
adhetod  literally  to  the  ptaeepl  In  ibe 
Gospel^  which  reeomnteaded  ttiat  wen 
should  toot  swear.  Thu  Bill,  wWHi  was 
intended  to  allow  these  people  to  lake 
their  affirmation  instead  ofattoatll,  waiiU 
be  a  boon  to  society  in  general  an  well  as 
to  them,  for  at  present  their  scruplea  pte- 
vented  them  from  giving  evkleiioa  io 
Courts  of  Justice,  which  might  lead  to 
the  punishment  of  the  guilty  or  the  ac* 
quittal  of  the  innocent. 

Mr.  Ovuibum  thought,  that  the  House 
ought  to  be  io  possesaiott  of  better  ialbr- 
mation  respecting  the  people  calliag  tfaam* 
selves  SeparaiktB  before  the  Bill  was 
passed.  He  had  looked  into  Aa  saeal 
recent  works  deseribing  the  raUgtouaascta 
in  this  country,  and  he  couM  fimi  tnthiBg 
about  them.  .  I  f  the  House  ahowed  a  dis- 
position to  grant  privileges  auth  as  chat 
proposed  by  the  Bill  to  all  persons  who 
said  they  entertained  scrufHes  to  take 
oaths,  it  would  tend  to  encourage  untie* 
cessarily  dissent  from  the  Esiabliaked 
Church. 

Mr.  Pryme  said,  tlie  Bill  contained  a 
clause  which  enacted,  that  ifanypetaon 
should  falsely  pretend  in  a  Court  of  Jus- 
tice that  he  was  a  Separatist  io  ordet  to 
avoid  taking  an  oath,  he  should  he  liaMe 
to  the  penalties  of  perjury; 

Bill  coamitted. 


ittgilhy,  Sir  W.  Todd,  R. 

Jermyn,  Earl  Tooke,  W. 

Jervisi  J.  Tynie,  C.  J.  K. 
Johnstone,  Sir  J.V.  B.    Tynte,  C.  K.  K. 

Knalchbull,  Sir  E.  Tyreli,  C. 

Lister,  E.  C.  Villiers,  Viscount 

Lowther,  Lord  Vyvyan,  Sir  R.  R. 

Lowther,  Colouel  Wason,  R. 

Marshall.  J.  Wilks,  J. 

Parker,  J.  Williams,  W.  A. 

Parrott,  J.  Williams,  Colonel 

Peasei  J.  Woodj  Colonel 

Pelham,  lion.  A.  C.  Yorke,  Captain 

Philips,  M.  Young,  J. 

Phillips,  C.  M.  TELLERS. 

Pry  me,  G.  Hodgson,  J. 

Richards,  J.  Sanford,  E.  A. 
Ridley,  Sir  M.  W.  paired  off. 

Ross,  C.  Gladstone,  W.  E. 

Ryle,  J.  Herbert,  Hon.  S. 

Sheppard,  J.  Lambton,  H. 

Staunton,  Sir  G.  T.  Lincoln,  Earl  of 

Strickland,  G.  Molyrtcux,  Viscount 

Talbot,  J.  Ossulston,  Viscount 

Tennyson,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  llamsden,  J.  C. 
lliomson,  P.  B. 

Separatists'  Affirmation.]  Mr. 
Prytne  moved,  that  the  House  should 
resolve  into  a  Comtnittee  on  the  Bill  for 
substituting  the  Separatists'  afHrmations 
for  their  Oaths.  The  hoo.  Member  ex- 
plained the  hardships  those  pei'sons  were 
subject  to  at  present  on  account  of  their 
refusing  to  take  an  oath.  They  were 
prevented  from  being  merchants,  because 
they  would  not  take  Custom  House  oaths. 
They  could  not  exercise  their  calling  in 
Corporations,  because  they  would  not  take 
the  oath  to  the  Corporation.  They  were 
sometimes  deprived  of  their  elective  fran- 
chise, because  they  would  not  swear  that 
they  had  not  voted  before.  If  they  were 
half-pay  officers,  they  could  not  receive 
their  lialf-pay  because  tbe^  would  not 
swear.  They  were  subject,  m  short,  to  a 
variety  of  other  similar  hardships  which 
fell  on  them  because  they  would  not  swear. 

Mr.  Haloombe  thought,  that  before  the 
House  conceded  to  the  Separatists*  privi- 
leges whicH  were  not  enjoyed  by  his  Ma. 
jesty's  subjects  in  general,  it  ought  to 
know  something  6f  who  and  what  they 
were.  In  the  known  character  of  the 
Quaken  tkey  had  some  guarantee,  but 
the  Separatists  were  wholly  unknown  to 
him.  He  would  be  obliged  to  the  hon. 
Member  to  state  who  and  what  the  Sepa- 
ratists were.  Upon  looking  at  the  Bill, 
he  could  not  see  that  any  parliamentary 
ground  was  laid  for  dispensing  with  the 
taking  of  oaths  in  the  case  of  the  people 
culled  Sepuratisls. 


ClIURCH  TBMPORAMTtfcS  (IrBLAHD^w) 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Church  Temporalities 
(Ireland)  Bill. 

On  Clause  95 — giving  power  10  the 
Commissioners  to  agree  with  the  palnM 
for  yearly  allowanoe  being  read, 

Mr.  C^ttum  said,  that  ooe  uii}ttstifi- 
able  propositioB  was  embodied  in  this 
Bill— that  of  taxing  the  clergy,  ewen 
though  the  lay  Hnpropriatnr  waa  iha 
person  to  derf va  advubtage. 

Mr«  Sitmky  aaid,  that  the  objeol  loT  the 
Bill  certainty  wua  to  lax  the  Churtii  lor 
the  purposes  of  religion,  and  it  eovM  «Ut 
be  objected  that  the  inooraeof  adei|gy* 
man  should  be  augmented  though  the 
tithes  wore  in  the  hiuids  of  a^lupiMui. 
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Mr.  Show  said,  that  he  had  before^ 
when  the  priiteiple  of  the  Bill  was  under 
diseuiakmy  objected  to  the  clergy  atone 
being  taxed  for  the  reat  of  the  community, 
but  that  point  being  carried  agahist  bis 
opiniM,  it  was  still  tot  just  that  when  by 
lav  the  lay  mprobriator  was  bound  to 
protide  ibr  the  senrtce  of  the  Church,  that 
the  fbnda  of  theelergy  should  not  be  taxed 
for  #hat  andther  was  legally  bound  to 
pay.    He  hoped  the  noble  Lord  was  now 
prepned  to  assent  to   the    proposition 
wMeh  he  had  before  promised  to  take  into 
considemtlon'— namely,   the   allowing   a 
summary  remedy  by  petition  against  the 
lay  impropriator  who  was  bound  by  the 
eipreas  conditions  of  the  grant  or  patent 
under  which  he  held  the  tithes  to  maintain 
an  officiating  clergyman.    That  mode  of 
summary  relief  had  been  recommended 
by  the   Gommissicmera  of  Ecclesiastical 
Inqnifjf,  as  was  the  caae  in  respect  of 
chmritaMe  donations,  and  nlider  the  2dnd 
Chniae  of  the  Bill  then  ander  consideration, 
the  aarnn  remedy  tiy  petition  was  given 
agaioei  Uie  clergy  for  enfbreing  payment 
of  the  tair.    He  might  here  be  permitted 
to  mention  some  cases  of  lay  impropriators 
deriting  lai||e  incomes  from  tithes,  and 
contribiiting  little  or  nothing  to  the  support 
of  the   Ohurcb.     In   Doneraile,  in  the 
county   of   Cork,    1,000/.   a*year    was 
received,  and  but  13/.  paid.    In  Drum- 
downey,  §00/.  was  received,  and  6/.  13f. 
4d.  paM — the  same  in  Ballybeg,  and  from 
the  pariah  of  St«  Catherine's,  Cork,  the 
lay  impnipHator  derived  2,000/.  a-year, 
and  ^id  net  pay  It.  for  the  support  of  the 
Chnrch  or  the  performance  of  divine  ser^^ 
▼ice.     He  was  not  at  present  drawing 
any  distinction  between  tithes  and  other 
property  in  the  hands  of   lavmen,   but 
merely  asking  en  the  part  of  the  Church, 
wbellMfr  the  lay  impropriator  was  by  the 
grant  under   which   he    held   expressly 
bound  to  pay? 

Dr.  LM$kkngUm  said,  there  were  very 
few  such  cases  in  England ;  and  begged 
to  know  from  the  faon.  Gentleman  opposite 
(Mr«  Mmw)  whether  they  wein  of  fiequent 
ooentrsnos  in  Ireland-^as,  if  so,  he 
thought  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  a  very  reasonable  one  ? 

Mr.  Mum  r  (Biich  cases  were  of  frequent 
oetmreweln  Iretand^astheCommissioners 
of  Bccieslnattcal  inquiry  reported.  He 
hoped  that  the  noble  Lord  would  assent 
to  hia  prnpeaal,  and  tntroduce  a  chiuse 
piovidiBg  a  fusMiMiry  ttmedy. 


Lord  AUhorp  said,  he  shouM  feel 
obliged  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  fbr  prt^- 
paring  such  a  clause.  He  would  not 
object  to  its  introduction. 

Mr.  Shaw :  he  would  willingly  prepare 
the  clause  and  submit  it  to  the  noble  Lotd. 

Mr.  Henry  Graitan  stiid  that,  if  the 
lay  impropriator  received  tithes  withbut 
doing  duty  in  return,  the  clergy  received 
large  sums  lor  doing  next  to  nothing. 

Sir  Robert  Bateson  said,  that  Uie  lay 
impropriators  were  bound  by  law  to  con- 
tribute towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
Church,  for  they  derived  all  the  profit 
from  the  tithes ;  and  if  it  were  even  true, 
which  be  denied,  that  the  clergy  did  little 
in  return  for  their  incomes,  it  was  un* 
questionable  that  the  lay  impropriators 
did  nothing  towards  the  service  of  religion 
in  the  parishes  from  whence  they  derived 
their  incomes.  There  could  not  be  a  more 
zealous  or  exemplary  body  of  men  than 
the  Irish  clergy. 

Sir  Robert  in^Ui  urged  the  necessity  of 
the  lay  impropnatata  contribnting,  as*  by 
law  they  were  bound  to  do,  to  the  mainte>- 
nance  of  the  Church  and  the  support  of 
the  officiating  clergy. 

Clause,  with  verbal  Amendments  agreed 
to;  and  the  Clauses  to  the  1 1 8th  agreed 
to.  House  resumed.  Committee  to  sit 
again. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS, 
Thursday,  June  20,  1833. 

MiKims.1  Uilta.  nMdBttitfSttiBe:«»iIllitfeBaaot8iM. 
peniioD.— Committttl  i^LlmiUtion  of  AcUoBt. 

Petitioina  pracnted.  By  Uw  Earl  of  Malmbsdurt,  hoot 
tfw  Ide  oT  Wight,  for  one  tcgultt  Staktaid  IfcMure 
ttwiNflwut  ttM  Uaite^  Kiaylaai^-By  Lord  SvrviMft, 
ftom  Eiinii»  kx  %  RcvUioa  of  Um  Criuunal  Cadcw— By 
tiie  Duke  dl  Clivbland,  flrom  Wellington  (Sorocnct)  \ 
and  by  the  Earl  of  OoftroRO,  Aom  tnvetal  PJwca,  i^wt 
Slavary.— By  the  Duke  of  Cuvbland*  Ihan  a  DiHMl- 
ing  Coi^gTfgation  at  pTcatoo,  for  Rdtef  to  the  Dnscoter* 

as  regards  Marriages,  Ri^stration,  and  Churdh  Ratca. 

By  Lord  Wvkvobik  ftom  Stoekport,  for  Poor  Laws  fo 
Ireland.^  By  the  Marques  of  WjeerMmerB^  fkom 
GiUingham,  against  the  19th  Clause  of  the  Local  Jurbdic- 
'    tioBfiUL 

MfKisTEHtAL  Plah  fou  tre  Aboli- 
tion OP  Slatbrt.]  a  Conference  was 
held  witli  the  Commonsi  when  the  follow-^ 
ing  Resolutions  were  communicated,  to 
which  their  Lordships'  ooncamnce  was 
desh'ed : — 

1. — ^"  That  immediate  and  effectual 
measures  he  taken  fbr  the  entire  abdlition 
of  slavery  throughout  the  colonies,  under 
euch  provisions  for  regulating  the  con- 
idition  of  the  negroeS|  as  may  combine 
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their  welfare  with  the  iutereftts  of  the 
proprietors. 

2.— «  That  it  is  expedient  that  all 
children  born  after  the  passing  of  any 
act,  or  who  shall  be  under  the  age  of  six 
years  at  the  time  of  passing  any  act  of 
Parliament  for  this  purpose,  be.  declared 
free;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  such  tem- 
porary restrictions  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  for  their  support  and  mainte- 
nance. 

3. — ''  That  all  persons,  now  slaves, 
shall  be  registered  as  apprenticed  labourers^ 
and  acquire  thereby  all  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  freemen ;  subject  to  the  restric- 
tion of  labouring,  under  conditions,  and 
for  a  time  to  be  fixed  by  Parliament,  for 
their  present  owners. 

4. — "  Thatj  towards  the  compensation 
of  the  proprietors,  his  Majesty  be  enabled 
to  grant  to  them  a  sum  not  exceeding 
20,000,000/.  sterling,  to  be  appropriated 
as  Parliament  shall  direct. 

5. — ^  That  his  Majesty  be  enabled  to 
defray  any  such  expense  as  he  may  incur 
in  establishing  an  efficient  stipendiary 
Magistracy  in  the  colonies,  and  in  aiding 
the  Local  Legislatures  in  providing,  upon 
liberal  and  comprehensive  principles,  for 
the  religious  and  moral  education  of  the 
negro  population  to  be  emancipated." 

The  Resolutions  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Quakers  and  Moravians.]  The 
Duke  of  Richmond  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Quakers'  and  Moravians' 
Affirmation  Bill. 

Lord  Wynford  had  some  objection  to 
Quakers  sitting  on  Juries,  though  none  to 
their  holding  offices,  because  they  had 
scruples  of  conscience  about  inflicting 
punishment.  He  wished,  also,  that  the 
sects  who  were  sought  to  be  relieved  by 
this  Bill,  should  also  be  called  upon  when 
they  wished  to  take  the  benefit  of  it,  to 
prove  that  they  belong  to  the  sect,  whose 
outward  appearance  they  adopted. 

The  Bishop  of  London  did  not  mean  to 
make  any  observations  upon  the  Bill  then 
before  their  Lordships ;  but  he  wished  to 
offisr  a  few  observations  on  the  subject  of 
oaths  in  general,  as  they  were  administer- 
ed in  this  country.  It  was  a  matter  of 
verv  great  importance,  both  in  a  religious 
and  moral  point  of  view,  and  he  was  ex- 
tremely sor^  that  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  had  not  been  more  directly 
oaUed  10  it«    A  Bill  had  beeo  brought  io 


about  two  years  ago  by  the  Lord  Pseai- 
dent  of  the  Council,  which,  in  Boane  de- 
gree, lesseoed  the  evil  to  which  he  was 
adverting.  .He  thanked  the  noble  JUord 
for  that  measure^  because-  any  measure 
which  tended  to  diminish  the  number  of 
oaths  to  be  taken  by  individuala  or  pubkc 
officers  was  a  public  benefit.  He  could 
assure  their  Lordships  that  there  waa  a 
strong  feeling  on  this  subject  amongst  the 
religious  part  of  the  commuiMty  ia  this 
country*  He  did  not  think,  that  he  was 
going  too  far  when  he  said,  that, there  was 
no  country  in  the  world  in  which  this 
most  solemn  and  sacred  obligation  waa 
administered  with  less  gravity,  with  less 
impressiveness,  with  less  decorousaesa  of 
manner,  than  it  was  in  this  coontiy*  The 
effect  of  the  syston  had  been  well  and 
truly  described  by  Dr.  Paley,  who  observ- 
ed that  '^  the  obscure  and  elliptical  form, 
together  with  the  levity  and  frequency 
with  which  oaths  are  aamanistered,  have 
brought  about  a  general  inadvert^Msy  totfae 
obligation  of  oaths,  which ,  both  ia  araUgioua 
and  political  view,  is  muc^  to  be  lamented, 
and  It  merits  public  consideratioii  whether 
the  requiring  of  oaths  on  so  maay  fiivol- 
ous  occasions,  especially  in  the  Customs, 
and  in  the  qualificatkm  for  petty  offices, 
has  any  other  effect  than  to  make  them 
cheap  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  A 
pound  of  tea  cannot  travel  regulariy  from 
ihe  ship  to  the  consumert  without  ooating 
half  a  dozen  oaths  at  least,  and  the  same 
security  for  thedue  discharge  of  theiroffice, 
namely,  that  of  an  oath — is  required  from 
a  churchwarden  and  an  Archbishop,  fnom 
a  Petty  Constable  and  the  Chief  Justice 
of  England."  Dr.  Paley  contended,  that 
"  they  ought  to  abstain  from  caUing  into 
requisition  the  sacred  sanction  of  an  oath, 
except  on  the  roost  important  occasions." 
There  were  two  species  of  oaths;  and  he 
did  not  think  that  the  diflference  between 
them  was  sufficiently  attended  to-^as* 
sertory  oaths  and  promissory  oaths. .  As- 
sertory oaths  were  necessary  for  the  dis- 
covery and  punishment  of  o&nces:  whilst 
promissory  oaths  were  not  only  uot  necea- 
sary,  but  were,  in  truth,  productive  of  the 
worst  efieets.  To  this  aubject.  Dr.  Paley 
had  called  the  attention. of  the  public 
more  than  forty  years  ago^  The.  Bill 
brought  in  by  the  noble  Maiqoeas,  to 
whom. he  had  before  alluded  had  dione 
away  with  the  necessity  for  taking  10,000 
oaths  in  a  year,  but  still  much  of  the  evil 
ramaiued.    The  municipal  oaths  ou|^(  to 
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be  Tevised ;  nine^tenths  of  them  might,  he 
was  of  opinioiiy  b6  done  away  with,  aod  a 
nmple  declaration  introdttced  in  their 
place.  This  very  aerious  question  had 
been  pressed  on  the  attention  of  the  Bri- 
tish people  long  before  the  tione  of  Dr. 
Paley.  It  had  been  forcibly  taken  op  by 
one  of  the  most  virtoous,  learned,  and 
eloqnent  men  that  ever  adorned  the  Pro- 
testant Church — he  alluded  to  Bishop 
Jeremy  Taylor*  It  was  a  subject  well 
worthy  of  grave  consideration,  and  in  the 
next  Session  of  Parliament,  if  hisdife  were 
so  long*  spared,  he  would  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  it,  unless  it  were 
taken  up  by  some  noble  Lord  more  com- 
petent than  he  was  to  undertake  the  task. 
The  conskferatiott  of  this  subject  ought,  in 
his  opinion,  to  be  intrusted  to  a  Select 
Committee,  or  to  a  Royal  Commission. 
He  would  also  refer  to  another  class  of 
oaths,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  liable 
to  great  objection — he  meant  the  oaths 
taken  in  universities  and  schools*  He 
felt,  that  to  administer  an  oath  to  a  young 
man,  not  of  full  age,  except  in  cases 
where  truth  was  judicially  sought,  was 
very  objectionable.  Certainlv,  promissory 
oaths  should  not  be  exacted  from  them. 
He  now  publicly  expressed  a  hope  that, 
as  this  subject  had  been  taken  up  in  one 
of  the  universities,  it  would  as  soon  as 
possible  be  entertained  by  the  Legislature, 
who  ought  to  inquire  how  far  it  was  con- 
sistent with  sound  religion  and  right  prin- 
ciples to  enforce  on  young  men,  not  of 
age,  an  obligation  for  the  observance  of 
duties,  the  performance  of  which  might 
be  exacted  by  easier  means. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  only  spoke  the 
sense  of  those  persons  who  had  turned 
their  attention  to  this  subject,  when  he 
expressed  his  opinion,  that  a  thorough 
revision  of  the  present  system  ought  to 
take  place.  Far  from  thinking  that  the 
question  should  be  intrusted  to  other 
hands,  he  felt  that  it  could  not  be  taken 
np  by  any  indi^ual  more  cspable  of 
doing  justice  to  it  than  the  right  reverend 
Ptelate  himself.  There  was  another  de- 
acriptiott  of  oaths  which,  in  his  opinion, 
ought  to  be  discouraged :  he  meant  volun- 
tary oaths  or  affidavits.  A  penalty  should 
be  inflicted  for  administering  sudi  oaths, 
or  a  penalty  should  be  levied  on  the  indi- 
^ual  taking  them,  if  it  appeared  that  he 
had  been  ^ilty  of  false. swearing.  As  the 
hrw  at  present  stood,  it  did  not  meet  those 


The  Bishop  of  London  said,  that  he  had 
not  mentioned  the  class  of  oaths — volun- 
tary affidavits — noticed  by  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord,  because  he  had,  on  a 
former  occasion,  called  the  attention  of 
their  Lordships  at  some  length  to  that 
branch  of  the  subject. 

Lord  Bexley  expressed  lumself  in  favour 
of  a  diminution  of  the  number  of  oalhs 
which  individuals  were  now,  under  a 
variety  of  circumstances,  compelled  to 
take. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond,  in  order  to 
show  that  the  persons  intended  to  be  re- 
lieved by  this  Bill,  would  not  scruple  to 
do  their  duty  as  was  stated  by  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord,  would  beg  leave  to 
remind  their  Lordships,  that  a  Quaker  was 
on  a  Jury  last  January  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
and  did  not  hesitate  to  find  a  man  guilty 
of  felony. 

Lord  Sujfield  said,  the  noble  and  learn- 
ed Lord  (Lord  Wynford)  seemed  to  think, 
that  from  some  religious  scruple  a  large 
body  of  men  would  violate  their  affirma- 
tions. Now,  he  thought,  that  the  parties 
alluded  to  were  as  incapable  of  violating 
their  affirmations  as  any  noble  Lord  was 
incapable  of  violating  his  oath. 

Lord  Wynford  denied,  that  he  had 
made  any  such  assertion.  He  was  un- 
willing to  place  the  Quakers  in  the  situa- 
tion in  which  that  Bill  would  place 
them. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  June  20,  1833. 

MnnirBi.]  PiiMnonknd.  On  the MoUon of  Mr.  G.  J. 
Hbathootb,  an  AcoouBt  ot  the  Number  of  Commitmente 
in  Rngland  end  Walct*  Ibr  Horir  ■finlliig,  ftv  ttie  yean 
cndtaV  11th  Jalr,  ISSf,  and  1833:  ttw  lame  ftir  Shaep 
Slralh^.-^On  the  Mocioa  of  Colonel  ETAira,  the  AiMia. 
meat  for  the  Inhabited  Houae  Duty,  fbr  the  year  ending 
5th  AprU.  1835,  at  which  a  hmdred  of  the  highert  Rated 
Private  HoiMee  in  the MettopoHe  —  AwBiiBil i  tbaiame 
for  Homes,  the  Oocnpien  of  wliich  are  eog^ged  in  Trade : 
the  same  from  Brighton,  Bath,  Bimbiijham,  Aec— On 
the  Motion  of  Mr.  BmntLU  •  Copy  of  the  Memorial 
ftom  the  Committee  of  Country  Baaken,  deUvend  lo  tbo 
Duke  of  WaixTNOTON  and  Mr.  Goulbubh,  dated  9th 
May,  1838:oraLetttr  wrfttanbyOommandoftheLordf 
of  tlM  Trmeury  by  Mr.  DAwaoii,  hi  nOwmae  to  the 
above  Memorial,  dated  19th  May.  18S8 :  ataoof  a  Mcqwrial 
fhmi  the  Committee  of  Country  Banken  to  Earl  Gnar 
and  ViieoBnt  Auhokp,  dated  Iflfa  Jane,  183S.— On  the 
Motion  of  Mr.  O^OonitnLi,  anAoeoontof  the  Natoinand 
Amount  of  all  Taxes  Repealed,  sinee  the  1st  Jaooary, 
1814 :  and  of  those  Taxes  which  have  been  only  partially 
Repealed  within  the  tame  perlod.*4)n  the  Motion  of  Mr. 
HvMi,  an  Aeeount  of  the  Plnees  of  Burial  belongfaig 
to  each  Parish  under  the  Authority  of  the  Bishop  of  Lom- 
DON.  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality:  also  of  such  as 
belong  to  DiaNnt«B,«4ln  the  Motion  of  Mf.  a«u 
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.  Iht  Aiaoit  of  8wm  ntamXbtd  by  WnmhiMi.  now  de^l, 
of  Utt  Asnuittfls,  ov  Tontlhcf.  erwted  in  IrcUod,  in 
1773, 1775,  and  1777:  idso  the  Amount  at  present  paid  to 
the  anrTivtng  Nominee*  in  each  Ctae,  in  180f,  181t» 
lav,  MMl  IMS,  upon  ttw  SiiiMOfigfnUy  aufaaerilieil  I9 
than. — On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Lowthsr  Chapmaw, 
Copies  of  a  Correspondence  between  Sir  Wiluam 
Gommr,  and  dlibieiit  Indtridoab  nInUv*  to  tfaa  Lofying 
of  Tithes  due  only  on  the  lat  of  May  last. 

Bills.    Rend  a  third  time  1— Exchequer  Biils. 

Petitions  presented.  By  Mr.  Abbbcromby,  from  a  Congre- 
gation in  Edinbuigh,  against  Slavery.-^By  Ms.  Mubkat, 
from  the  Incoiyonted  Tailors  of  Sdinbuigh.  ftnr  Altera- 
tions in  the  Royal  Burghs  (Scotland)  Bill ;  from  the  Mer- 
chants Company,  Leith,  for  Separating  the  Dock  and 
Harbour  of  Leith  in  its  ManagcnMBt  and  Revenues  ftDm 
Edinbuigh :  from  the  ShipbuiUers  on  the  Frith  of  Forth, 
against  the  unequal  Taxation  on  Shipbuilding  Materials.— 
By  Sir  William  Mol«swobtb,  from  BucUand  and 
Meaadiaiwn.  i«ainit  the  Tithed  Commutation  Bill;  and 
for  the  Exclusion  of  the  Bishops  from  Uie  House  of  Ixirds. 
—By  Sir  Richaro  Simkon,  from  the  Licensed  Victuallers 
ofHioIkleof  Wlght»  Dor  Extending  to  them  the  propoaad 
MsMwtf  of  Relief  from  the  House  Tax^*.4y  Mr.  Cop- 
brtt,  from  Mcrthyr  Tydvll,  to  be  Relieved  from  the 
Burthen  of  Taxation  t  from  oeitdn  Inhabitants  of  Mary- 
lita«a  te  in  AlMortlon  to  tlM  GmiaiMyi  fr«n  mMa 
Individuals  of  Mancherter,  for  Extending  ths  Hight  of 
Voting  to  all  Houaeholdeist  from  the  Political  Vniop  of 
Chatham,  Itar  an  Inquiry  taito  ttie  Caae  of  Ridiord  News- 
hHBi  ftom  tiM  OKtwrt^tnutab  |ar UnlwHl ftilttia, 
and  Vote  by  Ballot:  from  Salford,  for  an  Addren  to  his 
Majesty,  fbr  th^  Dismissal  of  his  present  Ministers.— By 
B.  B.  Ouwm,  flrom  Heiefoed,  for  an  Inquiry  Into  the 
Mimgeiwot  of  ttw  Fund*  of  tlM  GoffpoiBtion  of  that  City. 
— By  Mr.  Dobbin,  from  Armagh,  for  the  Amendment  of 
the  Reform^of  Parliament  (Irebmd)  Act^By  Mr.  E.  J. 
CooMM,  from  SUgo,  for  the  Repeal  of  Act  (Kb  Geo.  4th, 
cip.  88.,  and  the  Amendment  of  Act  10th  Geo.  f  th,  cap. 
41,  for  the  Regulation  of  tlie  Butter  Trade.— By  Mr. 
Barw  ARD,  from  such  of  the  Trades  of  London,  Greenwich, 
fte.,  aaaseeaanectedviththn  Sugar  Refining  Trade,  fi» 
such  Alterations  in  the  Lam  roipecttai^  Foreign  Sugars  as 
will  enable  the  Refiners  of  this  Country  to  compete  with 
Fomign  Mariwla.--By  Sir  Robbbt  Priob,  from  Pem- 
bridge,  j^jrinst  Steveiy.— By  M^Jor  Bbauclbbs*  from  a 
Dissenting  Congrqgationi  Henham,  for  Rdief  from  their 
Grievances;  from  the  Brewerr  of  Surrey,  to  place  the 
Retailers  of  Beer  00  a  Footing  with  the  Uoensed 
Victttallers.«-By  Mr.  Rtlv.  from  the  Medical  Men  of 
Maocledleld,  against  the  ApoUiecaries  Rill, 

House  and  Window  Taxes.]  Colonel 
Evans  presented  a  Petition  from  the  in- 
habitant householders  and  other  persons 
of  the  parish  of  St.  Ann,  Westminster,  for 
the  Repeal  of  the  House  and  Window 
Taxes.  Seeing  a  Member  of  his  Majesty's 
Government  present,  he  would  state  bis 
conviction,  that  if  the  House  did  not  im- 
mediately pass  a  measure  for  the  repeal  of 
these  obnoxious  taxes,  which  fell  so  heavily 
on  Ihe  great  mass  of  the  indastrious  in- 
habitants of  the  metropolis,  the  want  of 
confidence,  and  the  breach  between  the 
people  and  thejr  representatives,  would 
become  as  great  as  it  was  now  supposed 
to  be  between  two  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature. The  petition,  he  believed,  repre- 
sented the  sentiments  not  only  of  the 
parish  from  which  it  came,  but  of  the 
whole  population  of  London.  He  had  the 
highest  authority  for  saying  the  Assessed- 


taxes  were  most  obnoxious;  the  nohie 
Lord  opposite  having  htmaelf  voted  for 
the  repeal  of  them  when  out  of  office. 

Lofd  Aithorp  said,  he  had  voted  against 
them,  but  not  advocated  the  repeat  of 
these  taxes. 

Colonel  Evans  found  the  name  of  the 
noble  Lord  in  several  lists. 

Lord  Ahhorp  :  I  believe  not— ^the  gal- 
lant Officer  must  be  mistaken. 

Colonel  Evans:  Whatever  might  be 
the  noble  Lord's  opinion,  the  taxes  ahrays 
would  Ik  obnoxious  while  the  indnstrioits 
part  of  the  metropolis  groaned  under  the 
oppression  of  their  inequality.  For  m* 
stance,  Northumberland-house  was  rated 
at  1 ,500/.  and  paid  4\d.  per  square  fbot, 
while  Lord  Burlington's,  which  occupied 
about  the  same  space  of  ground,  was 
rated  at  1,300/.  and  paid  onltl^^.the 
square  foot.  Lord  Londondeiry  paid 
2f.  Qd.  per  foot,  and  Mr.  Baring  only 
Is.  3d. ;  and  he  was  sure  Mr,  Baring  was 
as  well  able  to  pay  his  share  of  taxation 
as  the  noMe  Marquess ;  and  although  be 
was  a  Tory,  it  was  very  hard  to  make  him 
pay  so  much  more  than  he  ought.  Again, 
the  proprietors  of  new  theatres  were  made 
to  pay  for  the  same  space  of  ground  which 
bad  been  previously  occupied  by  private 
houses.  He  could  not  conceive  on  what 
principle  this  system  of  inequality  was 
carried  on ;  to  him  it  appeared  the  most 
absurd  thing  on  the  fooe  of  the  earth.  He 
now  came  to  the  Bank  of  England,  which 
was  rated  at  1,673/.  a*year;  Drum- 
mond's  banking*housa  being  rated  at  8001. 
Indeed,  the  more  humble  the  dweiltog,  he 
found  they  were  rated  the  higher.  He 
found  that  all  the  banking-houses  were 
rated  at  about  300,000/.  or  400,000/. 
[Lord  il//&of7i :  Half  a  million.]  Perhaps 
it  was  as  much  as  half  a  million.  There 
was  a  very  moderately-sized  house  at  the 
corner  of  Cockspur-street,  that  was  occu- 
pied as  a  shop  by  Messrs.  Hailing,  Pearra, 
and  Stone,  which  was  rated  at  one-half  of 
Northumberland«hottse — vit.  7501.  a<yeat. 
He  found  that  the  rates  fell  most  unequallv 
on  innkeepers,  who  were  certainly  not  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and  were  moreover 
put  to  a  very  heavy  expense.  While 
Northumberland-house  was  rated  at  only 
1,500/L  a-year,  Morley's  Hotel,  whMi  was 
A  small  house  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
way,  only  about  twenty  yards  in  extent, 
was  rated  at  600/.  A  smaH  shop  at  the 
corner  of  the  Lowther-arcade,  was  rated 
at  7s,  per  foot,  while  Northumberlaad* 
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boose  paid  bat  4^^    Again,  neit  door  to 
Nortbunborlaud- house   was    a    grocer's 
sbop  wbicb  was  charged  at  Is.  per  foot* 
He  askedf  with   those  instances  of  in- 
equality before  them,  was  it  possible  for 
tlie  people  to  submit  to  the  House-taa  ? 
He  did  not  wish  the  g^ieat  mansions  to  be 
charged  at  any  excessive  rate ;  but  if  they 
were  charged  equally,  in  proportion  with 
tho  humbler  tenements,  Burlington  and 
Northumberland  houses  would  be  rated 
at  20,000/.  or  30,000/.     lie  wished  for 
no  disparity ;  but  if  there  were  to  be  any, 
let  it  be  in  favour  of  the  poor,  and  not  of 
the  rich.     He  had  already  mentioned  the 
peculiar  hardship  with  which  these  taxes 
tell  upon  tavern-keepers;  and  in  reference 
to  that  part  of  tlie  subject,  he  would  add 
that  the  mansion  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
in  St.  James's^square  was  rated  at  1 ,000/., 
being  precisely  the  amount  at  which  the 
London  Tavern  was  assessed.   Then,  with 
respect  to  the  country,  at  Brighton  a  no- 
derute-sised  linen  draper's  shop  was  rated 
at  160/.,  whereas  the  fine  mansion  of  a 
noble  Duke,  at  that  place,  was  assessed  at 
only  200/.  a-year ;  notwithstanding  which, 
the  value  of  the  former  house  was  not 
more  than  5,000/.,  whereas  that  of  the 
Duke's  was  20,000/.    The  Albion  Hotel, 
at  Brighton,  was  rated  at  1,000/.,  while 
the  house  of  a  noble  Marquess  near  it  was 
assessed  at  only  410/.    There  seemed  in- 
deed to  be  a  great  delicacy  observed  to- 
wards tlie  rich  in  tho  scheme  of  these 
capricious  assessments.     He  would  raeo- 
tioo  a  still  more  marked  instance  of  in- 
equality, for  which  no  possible  justification 
could  be  assigned.    There  was  a  grocer's 
sbop  at  Brighton  rated  at  160/.,  while  the 
mansion  of  Lord  Chichester,  four  miles 
from  the  town,  was  rated  at  only  60/.     He 
contended  that  these  unequal  assessments 
ought  not  to  be  submitted  to.     Then  wilh 
respect  to  surcharges  :  promises  were  held 
out  by  the  noble  Lord  which  led  the  peo- 
ple to  expect  that  a  great  reduction  would 
be  made  in  the  House-tax;   and  that  the 
question  of  surcharges  would  be  strictly 
examined  into.     In  the  very  zenith  of  the 
hopes  of   reduction,  all  the  surcharges 
were  persisted  in.      The  mode,  too,  of 
surcharging  was  most  oppressive  and  in- 
jurious.    In  St.  Paul's,  Covent-gardcn, 
for  instance,  there  were  but  500  rate- 
payers, out  of  whom  no  less  a  number 
than  374  had  been  surcharged,  and  more 
than  100  of  them  Gompclled  to  seek  redress 
m  the  Court  of  King's  Bench.    He  would 


remind  the  House  and  the  Qovenimeot, 
that  this  was  not  a  temporary  clamour, 
but  had  been  earnestly  pressed  for  the  last 
twenty  years.  Certainly  so  many  demands 
had  not  been  made  upon  the  attention  of 
the  House  recendv,  because  the  people 
had  been  told  by  tdeir  representatives  to 
wait  for  a  Reformed  House  of  Commons 
to  redress  their  grievances;    and   that, 
when  a  Reform  in  Parliament  hsd  taken 
place,  the   repeal  of  these  taxes   would 
speedily  follow.      But  the  country   was 
not  so  easily  to  be  deluded,  for  he  could 
inform  the  House,  that  this  was  a  subject 
on   which  men's  minds  had   long  been 
made  up.     Many  of  the  newspapers  had 
expressed  a  great  deal  of  concern  §oi  the 
existence  of  Uie  present  Ministry,  and- had 
said  that  the  country  would  be  threatened 
with  a  revolutioo  if  the  Whig  Ministry 
was  defeated  In  another  place  apon  the 
Irish  Church  Bill;   but  he  believed,  il 
Qovemmeni  woukl  not  relax  soma  of  these 
burthens  upon  the  people,    the  people 
would  rather  see  them  go  out;   and  he 
could  assure  the  Tories,  that  if  they  were 
willing  to  pledge  themselves  to  a  repeal 
of  some  of  the  most  odious  taxes,  they 
might  take  the  reins  of  government  with 
perfect  safety.    The  returns  of  the  assess- 
ment of  100  houses  in  the  metropolis,  and 
of  100  in  the  country,  were  not  so  made 
as  to  give  the  information  desired  by  him 
at  the  time  he  moved   for  them.    The 
question  was  not^  as  had  been  assumed, 
one  of  contest  between  the  town  and  the 
country ;  for,  from  the  Information  be  had 
received,  the  interest  was  nearly  as  great 
in  the  country  as  in  the  town.     He  knew 
a  professional  man  in  the  country,  who, 
by  extreme  exertion,  made  1,000/.  a-year; 
he  was  rated  for  a  merely  comfortable 
house  at  100/.  per  annum,  while  several 
splendid  mansions  in  the  same  neighbour- 
hood were  rated  at  only  200/.  a«year  eaeh : 
two  or  three  of  them  occupied  by  gentle* 
men  possessed  of  incomes  of  10,000/.  per 
annum.    The  return  of  country  houses 
had  been  made  up  to  a  large  extent  for 
houses  in  large  towns,  instead  of  those  in 
the  country.     By  presenting  the  petkion* 
he  hoped  still  more  to  direct  the  attention 
of  Government  to  the  necessity  of  repeal- 
ing these  taxes,  and  of  pausing  before  tliey 
came  to  any  final   deteminatfon  to  the 
contrary. 

Lord  Althorp  said,  he  had  attended  in 
consequenre  of  the  notice  he  had  leeeived 
from  the  bon.  and  gallant  Colonel  of  bis 
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intention  to  present  this  petition.  With 
reference  to  the  variation  existing  in  the 
amount  of  house-dilty  paid  by  certain 
houses  which  had  been  enumerated  by  the 
gallant  officer,  he  begged  to  remina  the 
House,  that  the  principle  of  rating  was 
founded  upon  the  amount  each  house  was 
supposed  to  be  worth  at  a  yearly  rental. 
The  surcharges  alluded  to  were  the  natu- 
ral consequences  of  an  attempt  to  equalize 
the  operation  of  the  tax,  which  could  only 
be  effected  in  that  way.  With  regard  to 
the  allusions  which  had  been  made  to  the 
circumstance  of  his  (Lord  Althorp's)  votes 
and  previously  expressed  opinions,  it  would 
be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House  that  he 
had  never  supported  the  idea  of  repealing 
the  whole  of  these  taxes  at  once.  He 
had  always  contended  that  there  ought 
not  to  be  a  surplus  revenue  kept  up  for 
the  purposes  of  the  State,  but  then,  when 
the  repeal  of  one  tax  was  impracticable,  he 
would  vote  for  the  repeal  of  another.  He 
had  never  voted  for  the  repeal  of  them 
altogether,  but  separately*  and  by  such  a 
coarse  he  did  not  think  his  consistency 
could  be  much  injured.  That  a  tax  was 
extremely  unpopular  was  certainly  a 
strong  reason  for  its  repeal,  but  it  was 
not  right  to  allow  of  such  repeals  as  would 
effect  a  serious  diminution  of  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Cobbett  said,  that  the  noble  Lord 
might  have  heard  it  stated  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Durham  that  one-third  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  town  were  surcharged. 
The  House  would  also  recollect  the  case 
of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  His  Grace 
was  rated  at  no  more  than  800/.  for  Not- 
tingham Castle.  That  castle  was  burnt 
down,  and  he  recovered,  by  an  action  in 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  the  value  of 
the  castle,  which  was  then  stated  to  be 
21,000/. 

An  Hon.  Member^  who  lived  in  the 
county,  said,  that  the  rating  of  800/.  was 
on  account  of  the  castle  being  then  unin- 
habited, but  it  was  thought  by  a  Jury  that 
the  castle  could  not  be  rebuilt  for  a  less 
sum  than  21,000/. 

Mr.  Cooper  said,  he  was  of  Tory  prin- 
ciples, and  he  could  assure  the  hon.  and 
gallant  member  for  Westminster,  that  no 
alarm  need  be  apprehended  of  the  Tories 
taking  office  under  a  pledge  to  reduce 
taxation  in  a  way  injurious  to  the  public 
revenue. 

Mr.  Robinson  did  not  thing  that  any 
Government  could  effect  a  sufficient  de- 
duction in  the  taxes  so  as  to  be  felt  by  the 


public,  and  fully  to  satisfy  them,  wiAout 
a  general  commutation.  The  fault  of  the 
whole  system  was  that  those  persons  were 
the  most  taxed  who  were  least  able  to 
bear  it.  He  earnestly  recommended  a 
Committee  to  take  the  whole  subject  of 
taxation  into  consideration  with  a  view  to 
equalizing  them,  and  declared,  that  if  the 
subject  was  not  noticed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, he  should  give  notice,  before  the 
close  of  the  present  Session,  of  his  inten- 
tion to  move,  early  in  the  next  Session, 
for  a  Committee  to  revise  the  whole  system 
of  taxation. 

Mr.  Fergus  O'Connor  did  not  see  the 
question  in  the  same  point  of  view  as 
many  other  Members  did ;  with  him  it 
appeared  to  be  certain,  that  as  long  as  the 
present  Ministers  remained  in  office,  there 
was  no  hope  for  relief  from  taxation.  The 
Government  had  come  in  upon  the  cry  of 
Reformi  and  had  not  redeemed  a  single 
pledge  they  had  previously  made.  He 
defied  any  hon.  Member  to  show  an  in- 
stance to  the  contrary.  The  objection  to 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  was,  that  he 
would  not  give  up  to  popular  opinion ; 
the  objection  to  the  present  Ministry  was, 
that  they  conceded  nothing  to  popular 
opinion;  and  they  should  always  have 
his  opposition. 

Colonel  Evans  submitted  that  the  re- 
ductions in  the  army  and  navy  were  amply 
sufficient  to  admit  of  the  giving  up  of 
these  taxes.  With  respect  to  the  sur- 
charges, the  mere  pcr-centage  in  the 
additional  charges  was  5,000/.  With 
respect  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  repre- 
sented the  Tory  party,  he  hoped  that  the 
obduracy  of  that  Gentleman  on  the  sub- 
ject of  those  taxes  was  not  participated  in 
so  largely  by  the  Tory  party. 

Petition  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Universal  Suffrage.]  Mr.  Cobbeti, 
after  presenting  a  variety  of  other  pe« 
titions  stated,  that  he  had  also  to  present 
a  petition  which  he  was  sure  the  House 
would  pay  great  attention  to,  and  he  was 
sure  that  there  was  not  one  man  in  the 
kingdom  who  did  not  remember  the  name 
of  Major  Cartwright  with  blushes.  Major 
Cartwright  had  left  behind  a  name  which 
a  great  number  of  persons  were  resolved 
should  be  always  held  in  respect,  and  the 
petition  was  from  the  Cartwright  Club.  It 
was  signed  by  twenty  persons,  aad  prayed 
for  Universal  Suffrage  and  Annnal  Parlia- 
ments.   They  had  found  the  Reform  Act 
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did  then  no  good,  and  they  now  wanted 
it  to  be  q^kiricd  further.  They  began  by 
telling  the  House  that  it  had  nu  sympathy 
with  the  people.*  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  it  was  so — there  existed  no 
sympathy  between  the  middle  classes  and 
the  higher :  and  the  nobility  of  this  coun- 
try made  a  grievous  mistake  when  they 
neglected  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of 
tlie  wocking  classes  upon  the  occasion  of 
the  passing  of  the  Reform  Bill.  Those 
who  were  the  nearest  to  the  nobility  in 
rank  naturally  envied  them,  and  the  man 
who  had  money  looked  upon  the  ancient 
parks  and  castles^  and  listened  to  the 
sounding  titles  of  the  nobility  with  a  feel- 
ing which  alienated  each  class  from  the 
other.  The  man  of  money  naturally  said 
to  himself,  why  should  not  I  be  a  Lord  ? 
Not  so  the  poor  man ;  he  was  the  ally  of 
the  Peer,  and  the  interests  of  the  higher 
orders  would  be  safer  in  the  hands  of  the 
lower  than  in  those  of  the  middle.  Again, 
if  they  asked  the  working  people,  who 
were  alone  capable  of  defending  the 
country  from  riots  at  home,  or  from  the 
chances  of  war  abroad — if  they  asked 
those  people  to  stand  forward  in  defence 
of  the  country,  the^  would,  of  course,  ask 
what  country,  and  in  defence  of  what?  We 
have  no  property — we  have  nothing  but 
the  labour  that  lies  in  our  carcases — we 
have  nothing  to  defend.  But  give  them 
their  rights,  and  their  language  would  in- 
sUntlj  change.  If  he  were  a  Lord,  he 
would  have  a  very  different  constituency 
from  that  under  the  Reform  Bill.  There 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  taking  votes  with 
univeraal  suffrage,  and  all  who  were  called 
upon  to  defend  the  country,  or  were 
liable,  ought  to  have  the  elective  franchise. 
On  the  subject  of  Annual  Parliaments,  he 
could  see  no  objection  whatever  either  as 
regarded  the  electors  or  the  elected. 
With  Annual  Parlian^ents,  there  would  be 
no  necessity  for  these  now  daily  meetings, 
becai|se  to  petition  would  be  unnecessary 
when  the  Members  could  receive  the  vivd 
voce  directions  of  their  constituents. 
There  would  be  no  petitions  then,  except 
on  some  very  extraordinary  matter.  He 
thought  if  the  King  was  to  dissolve  the 
present  Parliament,  and  tell  the  people  he 
should  continue  to  do  so  annually,  his 
Majesty  wiould  become  the  most  popular 
of  loen. 

Sir  Harry  Vemey  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  constant  complaints,  as  now  re- 
presented* respecting  the  distresses  of  the 
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people  were  of  the  most  injurious  tend- 
ency ;  they  were  calculated  to  make 
all  classes  politicians.  When  persons 
were  combining,  and  were  travelling 
through  the  country  destroying  property, 
he  could  not  forget  that  the  hon.  member 
for  Oldham  had  pointed  out  where  the 
torch  ought  to  be  really  applied.  He 
declared  that  there  was  no  country  in 
which  justice  was  so  equally  distributed 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor  as  in  this 
country,  and  he  hoped  that  the  lower 
classes  would  not  be  unduly  influenced  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Oldham. 

Mr.  Philip  Howard  would  not  follow 
the  hon.  Member  at  any  length,  and  still 
less  allude,  as  the  last  speaker  had  done, 
to  the  writings  of  that  hon.  Member ;  but 
he  must  say,  that  Annual  Parliaments 
would  represent  the  passions  rather  than 
the  opinions  of  the  people ;  under  such  a 
system  canvassing  would  never  cease,  and 
enmities  never  subside ;  the  ceaseless  con- 
fusion ensuing  therefrom  would  dry  up  the 
sources  of  labour,  check  industry,  and 
consequently  prove  to  be  highly  injurious 
to  the  welfare  and  interests  of  the  working 
classes.  Those  who  expatiated  on  the 
merits  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  should  recollect,  that  in  that  coun- 
try  a  portion  of  the  population  were  actu- 
ally in  a  state  of  bondage,  and  groaning 
under  the  yoke  of  slavery,  whilst  in  Eng- 
land the  peasant  as  well  as  the  prince  en- 
joyed the  benefit  of  equal  law. 

Petition  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS, 
Friday,  June  21,  1833. 

MnroTis.]    BilL    Read  a  leoond  dme :— Woollen  Trade. 

Patitionf  iiimiilui.  By  Uie  Btahop  of  Liainii.D  md 
CoTBsrTBY,  ftmn  levenl  Places,  for  Uie  Better  Obwrvaaoe 
of  the  Sabbath  i  tarn  Uie  Coaehmeo,  Gvardt,  &c.,  of  Bir> 
mingham,  acalut  Ucensct  being  granted  to  Stage 
CoMtaea  for  TraTalli^  on  Sundayai  and  ftom  Bahcwell* 
for  the  Repeal  of  the  Beer  BilL^By  Iho  Archbiihop  of 
YoRK«  ttom  Sheffleld,  i^nst  the  propoacd  Mcawre  of 
Church  Reform  for  Irefand :  and  ftom  Scarborough,  fur 
Ancodiog  the  ApoChManca  Act 

Frbnch  Occupation  of  Algiers.] 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  say  a  few  words  on  a  subject  to 
which  he  had  before  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House.  Their  Lordships 
would  recollect  that  some  time  ago,  in 
consequence  of  assertions  made  else- 
where from  high  authority,  that  the  French 
Government  had  entered  into  no  en* 
gageraent    whatever    on    the   subject  of 
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cflileeUd  it»  And  not  the  clergy.    U  was 
forgotten »  bowever,  thet  by  the  Act  of 
the  last  Sesttioa  the  clergy  could  not  coU 
lect  the  tithe.    If  the  Government  in* 
tended  to  repeal  that  Act,  the  clerg^foian 
might  proceed  to  collect  his  tithe,  if  he 
couldi  after  all  that  had  taken  place  on 
tbe  subject.    The  noble    Viscount  had 
not  given  any  explanation  on  this  subject, 
because,  in  fact,  be  did  not  know  what 
the  Bill  stated,  or  what  was  intended  to 
be  done  with  respect  to  it.  Tbe  Resolution 
which  had  been  submitted  to  the  other 
House  wasy  as  it  now  stood,  that  a  land- 
tax  should  be  levied  for  the  payment  of 
tithe;  but  who  was  to  pay  it?    Who, 
be  asked,  was  to  pay   it  ?    Was  it  tbe 
landlord  ?    He  would  beg  of  noble  Lords 
to  consider  what  would  be  the  effect  of 
asking  the  landlord  in  this  country  to  pay 
the  tithes  00  his  land  for  three  years.    It 
was  calculated  that  the  average  of  the 
tithes  in  Ireland  did  not  amouut  to  more 
than  2^.  the  acre.     He  would  ask — and 
he  was  aware  that  some  of  the  noble 
Lords  opposite  possessed  an  immense  ex- 
tent of  land  in  Ireland — what  landlord  of 
that  country  was  now  ready  to  pay  the 
tithes  of  three  years — to  pay  to  the  amount 
of  6«.  or  1$.  per  acre  on  his  land  ?    But 
suppose  the  landlord  consented  to  this,  he 
wanted  to  know  by  what  authority  the 
landlord  was  to  collect  this  money  back 
and  repay  himself?    Was  it  iu  the  shape 
of  rent,  or  was  it  a  separate  charge,  and 
to   be    collected    with  the   same   l^al 
authority  which  the  clergyman  had  for  his 
tithe  ?  I'hese  were  points  which  the  noble 
Viscount  had  left  untouched,  but  which, 
if  he  had  explained,  their  Lordships  would 
have  some  notion  of  the  nature  of  the 
measures  intended  by  the  Government. 
Their  Lordships,  in  looking  to  that  part 
of  the  Resolution  which  placed  the  tithe 
as  a  tax  on  the  land,  could  not  omit  from 
their  consideration  the  fact  of  the  different 
tenures  by  which  lands  Were  held  in  Ire- 
land.   There  were  holders  of  lands  for 
lives,  and  for  leases  of  years,  and  for  other 
different  terms;  but  now  those  parties 
were  to  be  affected  by  this  measure  the 
noble  Viscount  had  not  said  one  word, 
so  as  to  remove  the  doubt  and  anxiety 
which  roust  exist  as  to  the  situation  of 
every  kind  of  property  in  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom.    The  noble  Viscount 
bad  stated  to  their  Lordships  the  great 
difficulties  which  had  attended  the  discus* 
iioo  of  this  subject  of  Irish  tithes.    He 


was  aware  of  those  diffieultitSt  and  if  k« 
bad  any  doubt  on  the  subjeot,  he  bad 
only  to  refer  to  the  large  volume  which 
had  been  laid  before  the  House  last  year, 
to  show,  that  those  difiioulties  had  giowa 
to  their  present  extent  in  oensequence  of 
the  neglect  of  hie  Majesty's  Mintstfirs  io 
tbe  first  year  of  their  accession  to  ofiwc. 
The  opposition  to  tithes  fai  Ireland  at  that 
period  was  trifling;  but  such  as  it  was, 
if  the  Lord^lieoteoaut  of  Ireland,  instead 
of  pardoning  thoee  who  had  been  convicud 
of  presiding  at  anti-tithe  meetings,  and  of 
moving  Resolutions  inculcating  pftssivc 
resistance  to  tithes,  so  that  none  •hould 
be  paid  unless  by  the  compulsion  of  legal 
process— if,  he  repeated,  instead  of  allow- 
ing such  parties  to  escape  with  itnpunitj 
— if,  instead  of  promoting  the  great  agi- 
tator in  his  profession— the  Goverooient 
had  inflicted  upon  him  tbe  puniabnont 
due  to  the  offence  of  which  he  bad  beeo 
convicted — if  others  also  guilty  (and  it 
was  well  known  who  they  were)  bad  not 
been  allowed  to  escape  with  itnpunity, 
the  Government  would  not  have  aeeu  that 
general  opposition  to  the  tithes  of  which 
they  now  complained,  nor  would  they  be 
placed  in  those  difliculties  in  which  they 
now  found  themselves.  Let  them  look  to 
what  had  been  stated  by  tbe  Archbishop 
of  Dublin,  a  prelate  who  was  friendly  to 
tbe  present  Administration,  and  of  whom 
the  Government  had  a  very  high  opiuioa. 
That  most  reverend  Prelate  attributed  a 
great  share  of  the  resistance  to  tithos  to 
tbe  opposition  of  a  Catholic  cleigyimiB  of 
high  influence  and  great  importance  with 
those  of  his  own  persuasion ;  who,  in  one 
of  bis  letters  on  the  subject,  objected  to 
tithes  as  a  provision  for  the  Protestant 
clergy.  All  these  things  the  Govemneot 
had  passed  over,  and  yet  they  now  oane 
to  Parliament  and  said,  '*  Oh,  the  state 
of  the  country  is  such — the  opposition  to 
tithes  is  so  general,  and  has  always  been 
so  general  iu  Irelandy  tluit  wo  ouist  be 
excused  for  not  having  taken  measuree  to 
put  that  opposition  down.^  It  couM  not 
be  denied^  that  the  great  oppoaitioB  to 
tithes  began  in  November,  1830 — after 
tbe  accession  of  the  present  AdoAiaistm- 
Uon  to  office*  In  March,  1831,  he  took 
occasion  to  remind  the  noble  £arlopf»osile, 
that  the  Proclamation  Act  would  expire 
at  the  close  of  the  then  Sesaioa  of 
Parliament.  Tbe  noble  Earl  slated,  that 
he  was  aware  of  that  fact»  and,  that  it 
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tlie  tni  of  the  Seaston.  Ttia  Oovernmeni 
hall,  however,  thought  proper  to  dissolve 
the  ParlioneDt  in  April,  aod  there  was 
then  DO  time  to  renew  the  Act.  The 
ParHament  met  again  in  June,  but  not  a 
woird  was  eaid  about  the  renewal  of  the 
Prochmiation  Act— *not  a  word  said  about 
tithes  or  the  opposition  to  their  oolleetion, 
wbfeh  was  still  gotog  on  in  Ireland.  They 
were,  it  was  true,  told  of  disturbances 
which  oeoorred  In  Rosconinion  and  in 
some  other  places,  but  the  same  silence 
was  still  observed  as  to  the  cause.  In  the 
month  of  November,  when  Ministers  must 
have  agreed  as  to  the  words  which  were  to 
be  pot  into  the  mouth  of  the  Sovereign, 
the  afiair  of  Captain  Orahara  was  known  in 
London,  hot  still  no  notice  was  taken  on  the 
sntyjeet  until  the  unfortunate  words  which 
vrere  inserted  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  in  December,  when  his  Majesty 
vnia  made  to  recommend  the  consideration 
of  the  qnestnn  of  the  state  of  the  Church 
in  Ireland  ^if,  during  the  whole  of  this 
lime,  the  Government,  instead  of  remain^- 
iog  poMive,  had  acted  with  firmness  in 
putting  down  the  opposition  to  tithes  which 
was  going  on  in  Ireland,  they  would  not 
now  be  placed  in  a  situation  which  obliged 
them  to  call  on  the  country  to  give  com- 
pensation to  those  whose  propertv  was,  he 
might  say,  destroyed,  by  the  levy  of  a 
tax  on  the  property  of  another  class  of 
hie  Majesty's  subjects.  It  was  stated  by 
the  noble  Viscount,  that  various  cltsses  of 
persona  had  joined  in  this  conspiracy  or 
combination  to  resist  the  paym«it  of 
tithes,  and,  amongst  others,  he  charged 
some  of  the  Protestant  gentry  of  Ireland 
as  being  in  the  number  of  the  parties  so 
combined.  He  (the  Duke  of  Wellington) 
was  bat  little  acquainted  with  those  se- 
crets, and  in  the  Repwt  of  the  Committee 
he  saw  little  to  bear  out  the  charge ;  but 
he  must  say  that  if  snch  men  were  found 
engaged  in  suqh  transactions,  they  now 
saw  Uie  coaseqoenees  of  their  own  acts. 
They  saw  that  if  they  deprived  the  clergy 
of  dMir  property,  they  thems^ves  would 
be  taxed  to  make  it  good.  Their  Lord- 
ships would,  in  a  few  days,  be  called  upon 
le  eomider  a  propositkin  for  giving  com- 
pensatkm  to  a  large  class  of  individuals 
who  vera  to  be  deprived  of  their  property ; 
•ad  he  would  beg  of  their  Lerdshipa  to 
consider,  and  to  impress  the  same  thing 
en  their  neighbours,  that  if  they  deprived 
otheis  of  their  propertyr  they  would  as  an 
tteoit  Msesssry  G0B8ei|tteiice  lose  Ibeir 
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But  he  was  sure  thst  the  noble 
Viscount  was  mistaken  in  the  ground  of 
his  charge  against  some  portions  of  the 
Protestant  gentry.  He  was  sure  that 
they  had  too  much  attachment  to  the 
Church  and  to  the  security  of  their  own 
property  to  join  in  any  measure  to  deprive 
the  elergy  of  theirs.  He  would  not  take 
up  the  time  of  their  Lordships  further  on 
this  subject,  but  wouUl  in  conclusion  ex- 
press a  hope  that  the  noble  I/irds  oppo- 
site would  give  the  House  some  explana- 
tion on  this  subject. 

Viscount  MelboumBf  in  explanation, 
said,  that  he  had  not  charged  the  Pro* 
testant  gentry  generally  with  taking  any 
part  against  the  payment  of  tithes  lo  the 
oleiigy ;  what  he  bad  said,  was,  that  many 
of  them  had  done  so;  and  when  they 
found  some  thus  publicly  avowing  their 
opposition,  it  was  not  unfau*  to  aasnme 
that  there  were  many  others  of  the  same 
class  who  were  favourable  to  the  same 
cause. 

Earl  Grey  said,  that  when  the  noble 
Earl  (Wioklow)  gave  notme  of  a  motion  on 
this  subject,  he  (Earl  Grey)  dui  not  onder- 
stand  that  it  was  for  the  sake  of  divisbn, 
bat  discussion.  He  had  asked  himself 
what  object  the  noble  Earl  conld  have  for 
introducing  such  a  dtsoussion  under  such 
circumstances,  and  the  only  answer  which 
his  ingenuity  could  suggest  was,  that  it 
would  furnish  the  opportunity  of  dealing 
out  reproach  and  invective  against  the 
Government,  though  without  any  real 
ground  on  which  to  go*  In  that  conjec- 
ture he  was  fully  borne  out  in  what  oc- 
curred in  the  courM  of  the  disousswn. 
There  could,  the  noble  Earl  must  have 
been  aware,  be  no  objection  to  the  Mo- 
tion. There  could  be  no  difference  between 
them  as  to  the  production  of  the  account 
for  which  he  moved  ;  yet,  as  if  it  were  a 
Motion  to  which  the  Government  was  de- 
cidedly opposed,  the  noble  Earl  had  largely 
availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  which 
it  gave  him  to  utter  a  long  string  of  in- 
veetives  against  the  Administration.  In 
that  he  was  followed  by  the  noble  Doke, 
who  complained  that  his  noble  friend 
(Lord  Melbourne)  had  not  explained  the 
details  of  the  measure  of  Government; 
though,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  neither  the 
noble  Duke  nor  the  noble  Earl  had  stated 
very  clearly  what  it  was  they  wished  to 
have  explamed.  That,  however,  vras  an 
unavoidable  consequence  of  the  course  the 
noUe  Lords  had  adopted  of  diKussbj 
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this  important  question  in  its  present 
state.  Had  the  noble  Lords  waited  until 
the  Bill  was  before  the  House,  they  would 
have  seen  all  its  details,  and  the  provisions 
made  *  to  carry  it  into  efiect/  and  they 
would  then  have  had  a  fitting  opportunity 
of  stating  their  objections.  Under  the 
circumstances  in  which  the  discussion  was 
brought  on,  he  felt  a  difficulty  in  going 
into  the  details  of  the  measure  to  which  it 
in  part  referred ;  for  though  he  had  a  dis- 
tinct view  of  those  details,  he  felt  the  diffi- 
culty of  laying  them  before  the  House,  as 
the'  Bill  itself  .was  not  before  them.  Had 
he  himself  chosen  to  enter  upon  sach  de- 
tails before  the  Bill  was  in  that  state 
which  would  bring  it  regularly  before  the 
House,  he  should  have  been  met  by  a 
thousand  objections,  and  have  been  told 
that  the  House  could  not  judge  well  of 
them  until  they  had  the  Bill.  .  However, 
as  the  discussion  was  thus  prematurely, 
and  for  theirr  Lordships  generally,  incon- 
veniently forced  on,  he  would,  in  as  brief 
a  way  as  he  could,  give  a  detail  of  what 
it  was  that  Ministers  intended  to  propose 
in  the  Bill;  but,  before  he  did  this,  he 
would  advert  to  some  of  the  topics  intro- 
duced by  the  noble  Lords  opposite.  The 
noble  Earl  and  the  noble  Duke  had  argued 
as  if  they  had  now  almost  for  the  first 
time  heard  of  opposition  to  tithes  in  Ire- 
land, as  if  such  opposition  were  new  in 
that  country ;  whereas  it  was  as  notorious 
as  anything  connected  with  Ireland,  that 
the  opposition  to  the  payment  of  tithes  in 
that  country  was  as  old  as  the  memory  of 
man.  He  would  appeal  to  the  noble  Lord 
who  sat  on  the  Woolsack  next  the  Table, 
and  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
state  of  feeling  in  Ireland,  whether  there 
had  not,  in  the  whole  time  of  his  ac- 
quaintance with  that  country,  been  a 
strong,  he  might  say  systematic,  objection 
to  the  payment  of  tithe,  not  under  one, 
but  under  many  administrations?  Bat 
that  opposition  had  been  allowed  to  accu- 
mulate till  iticame  to  a  point,  and  burst 
forth  under  the  present  Government  in  a 
manner  which  could  no  longer  be  resisted. 
Why,  he  would  ask,  when  the  noble  Duke 
was  in  office,  and  when  the  question  of 
tithes  had  been  forced  on  the  attention  of 
Government,  and  when  a  Bill  was  brought 
in  by  which  much  might  have  been  done, 
why  had  not  the  noble  Duke  at  that  time 
taken  some  steps  towards  settling  the  ques- 
tion ?  Would  It  not  have  been  much  less 
difikalt  to  have  d^ne  so  at  diat  day  than 


at  the  present  time  ?  The  avowed  oppoai- 
tion  to  the  payment  of  tithes  began  before 
the  noble  Duke  .  quitted  office.  [The 
Duke  of  WelUngtOH  observed,  across  the 
Table,  that  it  was  later.]  He  hardly 
thought  he  could  be  mistaken  as  to  the 
time ;  but  was  it  not  a  fact  that  there  was 
in  the  county  of  Clare,  a  spirit,  of  op- 
position to  the  Government?  Was  that 
opposition  not  in  any  degree  coonected 
with  tithes?  It  was  said,  that  the  Goveiti- 
ment  did  not  take  any  steps  to  assert  the 
authority  of  the  laws,  and  to  put  down 
the  resistance  to  tithe.  He  contended 
that  it  had  ;  but  he  had  to  complain  that 
the  efforts  of  the  Government  were,  not 
supported  by  those  from  whom  they  ought 
to  have  expected  support,  if  theiractions 
were  to  conform  to  their  professions.  He 
did  not  speak  of  any  conspiracy  against 
the  Government,-  but  it  could  not  be  de- 
nied, that  there  existed  in  that  country 
two  parties,  each  opposed  to  the  other, 
and  both  to  the  Government,  which  did 
not  allow  the  one  to  domineer  over  the 
other.  These  were,  no  doubt,  sources  of 
annoyance  and  of  difficulty  to  the  Govern- 
ment; but  neither  by  these,  nor  by  the 
exertions  of  any  agitators,  was  the  Go- 
vernment so  thwarted  as  by  those  who, 
professing  to  take  no  share  in  the  open 
hostility  of  party,  overlooked  .the  real  in- 
terests of  the  country,  in  order  to  harass 
and  embarrass  Ministers..  This,  unfor- 
tunately, was  not  a  new  ground  of  com- 
plaint for  a  Minister ;  the  same  complaint 
was  made  by  the  noble '' Duke  himself, 
who,  on  the  subject  of  the  Catholic  ques- 
tion, expressed  his  regret  that  he  sho  Id 
have  been  opposed  by  those  from  whom 
he  had  a  right  to  expect  support.  He 
(Earl  Grey)  might  with  justice  make  the 
same  complaint,  that  the  measures  of  Go- 
vernment had  been  opposed  by  some  of 
those  from  whom,  if  he  were  to  judge  of 
them  by  their  professions,  he  should  have 
expected  support.  He  repelled,'^  as  he 
could  with  confidence,  the  charge  that  tiie 
Grovernment  had  not  proceeded  with  the 
sentence  against  the  agitator'  whose  in- 
fluence was  so  great  in  Irefaind,  and  who 
was  calculated  to  acquire  great  infloenoe 
by  his  eminent  talents;  but  when  the 
noble  Earl  and  the  noble  Dake  oomphMied 
that  the  sentence  Was  not  passed  'upon 
the  hon.  and  learned  iiidiviaual  ailnded 
to,  they  should  .recollect  that  the  Vtxp^ 
clamation  Act  under  which  he  had  been 
tri^  bad  expir^  with  }he  SHrioHi'aiid 
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that  legftlly  the  sentence  could  not  have 
'  been  passed.  That  was  the  plain  and 
siRiple  reason  why  it  had  not  been.  The 
.noUe  Duke  was  perfectly  correct  in  his 
recoliection  of  what  he  (Earl  Grey)  had 
said  as  to  his  intention  of  renewing  the 
Proclamation  Act  in  the  Session  of  1831 ; 
but  at  that  time  he  could  not  have  anti- 
cipated the  necessity  of  dissolving  the 
Parliament.  The  dissolution  then  pre- 
vented him  from  carrying  his  intention 
into  effect.  After  the  new  Parliament 
had  met,  he  wonld  appeal  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  noble  Lords,  whether  the  appear- 
ances of  circumstances  were,  not  such  as 
to  hold  out  a  prospect  that  the  government 
of  Ireland  could  have  been  carried  on  by 
the  ordinary  operation  of  the  law,  and 
Without  the  aid  of  the  Proclamation  Act? 
There  were  circumstances  which  induced 
him  to  hope;  that  the  ordinary  operation 
of  the  law  would  .be  sufficient  to  preserve 
the  peace  of  Ireland  without  having  re- 
course to  that  measure.  Unjust  as  this 
accusation  was  against  the  present  Admi- 
nistration, what  was  it  when  compared 
with  the  accusation  of  the  noble  Earl,  re- 
peated by  the  noble  Duke,  which  charged 
them  with  framing  all  their  measures  re- 
specting Ireland  with  a  view  to  secure  the 
favour  and  support  of  a  sino;le  individual  ? 
If  the  memory  of  the  noble  Earl  was  so 
short,  could  not  the  noble  Duke  recollect 
.that  an  Act  had  been  recently  passed, 
■which  some  were  (leased  to  entitle  an  Act 
for  the  coercion,  but  which  ha  would  de- 
nominate an  Act  for  the  preservation  of 
the  tranquillity  of  Ireland  ?.  Was  that  an 
Act  calculated  to  secure  the  favour  of  the 
tndividttal  to  whom  the  noble  Earl  and  the 
noble  Duke  had  alluded  ?  Did  they  sup- 
pose that  the.  measures  adopted  subse- 
quently to  carry  that  Act  ioto  operation 
were  directed  to  that  object,  or  were  likely 
to  produce  that  effect  ?  If  the  views  of  the 
Administration  were  such  as  the  noble 
Earl  was  pleased  to  represent  them,  they 
roust  indeed  be  extraordinary  managers 
to  uke  such  measures  as  they  had  taken 
to  carry  them  into  execution ;  for  the  re- 
turn which  they  had  received  from  that 
iodivklnal  for  their  repeated  courting  of 
his  favour,  if  they  bad  courted  it,  as  the 
noble  Earl  avened,  was  to  be  described 
by  him  as  a  brutal,  bloody,  and  ruffisniy 
Adminislratk>n.  He  was  prepared,  and 
so  were  his  noble  colleagues,  in  the  dis* 
charge  of  their  duty,  to  meet  the  enmity 
of  that  individual,  and  not  only  of  that 


individual,  but  also  of  those  individttals, 
who  were  diametrically  opposed  to  tliat 
individual  (Mr.  O'Connell)  in  politk^,  but 
who  had  nevertheless  united  with  him  to 
overturn  the  present  Administration  with« 
out  the  slightest  regard  to  any  considera- 
tions of  what  was  necessary  to  support  the 
peace  and  to  promote  the  real  interests  of 
the  country.  This  topic  brought  him  to 
the  consideration  of  the  question — which 
he  would  not  say  was  then  before  their 
Lordships,  for  it  could  not  be  regularly 
brought  before  them  until  the  Bill  came 
from  the  other  House  of  Parliament — b  t 
which  had  been  made  the  subject  of  the 
discussion  of  that  evening.  The  speech 
of  his  noble  friend  near  him  had  relieved 
him  from  much  of  his  difficulty,  and  he 
therefore  hoped  that  he  should  not  be 
under,  the  necessity  of  detaining  their 
Lordships  long  on  the  present  oocasion. 
In  the  first  place,  with  regard  to  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee,  the  noble  Earl  had 
complained  that,  of  the  measures  which 
those  Committees  had  recommended,  only 
ona  had  been .  adopted.  That  one,  how- 
ever, was  admitted  by  the  noble  Earl  lo 
be,  of  the  three  measures  recommended 
by  the  Committee,  that  which  was  Ukely 
to  produce  the. most  instantaneous  and 
immediate  effect.  It  was  a  measure  for 
the  permanent  and  universal  composition 
of*  tithes.  When  that  measure  was 
carried  into  effect,  as  it  would  be  on  the 
30th  of  next  November,  the  payment  of 
tithes  by  those  who  were  merely  tenaota* 
at-will  would  cease  and  determine.  By 
this  Bill,  if  the  inducements  contained 
in  it  should  lead  the  landlords  to  take 
upon  themselves  the  payment  of  tithes 
by  composition,  all  the  payment  of  tithes 
by  those  who  were  the  mere  occupiers  of 
land  would  cease.  It  would  be  part  of 
this  Bill  to  extend  to  the  close  of  the  pie- 
sent  year  the  option  which  vras  now 
conceded  to  the  landlords  of  Ireland  of 
taking  upon  themselves  the  composition 
to  which  he  had  adverted.  As  to  the 
second  measure  recommended  by  the 
Committee,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  it  was  found  so  genersUy  objectionable 
even  by  those  persons  for  whose  advantage 
it  was  specifically  intended,  that  it  was 
matter  of  policy  and  discretion  to  abandon 
it  altogether;  and  with  regard  to  the 
third,  there  cookl  be  no  inconvenience, 
whilst  there  actually  was  some  conve- 
nience, in  delaying  it  till  the  full  elleci 
of  the  Composition  Act  was  known  and 
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ascertaioed.  Tbeir  Lordships  came  then 
to  the  coneideration  of  the  measure  now 
before  the  other  House  of  Parliament  The 
noble  Duke  had  said,  that  this  was  the 
abolition  or  extinction  of  one  species  of 
property,  which  was  to  be  compensated 
by  the  imposition  of  a  tax  upon  another. 
Here,  again,  he  had  to  lament  that  the 
noble  Duke  had  not  waited  for  the  Bill, 
before  he  made  his  remarks  upon  the  pro- 
visions of  it,  for  he  was  sure  that  if  the 
noble  Duke  had  seen  it,  he  would  have 
formed  a  very  different  opinion  of  this 
property,  •  which  he  said  was  to  be  abo- 
lished. The  noble  Earl  had  said,  that  the 
Bill  made  one  class  of  persons  pay  the 
debt  of  another  to  a  third  class,  to  the 
general  loss  and  ruin  of  them  all.  Now, 
what  was  the  real  state  of  the  case? 
There  were,  at  present,  arrears  of  three 
years'  tithes  due  to  the  clergy  of  the  Pro- 
testant Church  of  Ireland,  and  this  Bill 
proposed  to  abolish  the  claims  which  the 
clergy  had  to  those  anearfr-^not,  be  it 
understood,  their  title  to  tithes — ^by  the 
payment  of  those  arrears  in  money.  That 
was  the  object  of  the  Bill,  and  he  could 
not  refrain  from  expressing  his  astonish- 
ment that  those  noble  Lords  who  were 
always  deelaring^-and,  he  had  no  doubt, 
declaring  sincerely — their  anxious  concern 
for  the  clergy  of  the  Protestant  Church  of 
Ireland,  should  come  forward,  on  the 
prasent  occasion,  to  denounce  this  meu" 
sure  as  an  act  of  spoliation,  when  it  was 
avowedly  intended  for  the  relief  of  those 
of  whom  they  were  always  professing 
themselves  the  steady  friends  and  the  un- 
flinching defenders.  He  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  indulging  in  large  professions; 
but  on  this  subject,  as  on  many  others  on 
whksh  those  who  called  themselves  the 
supporten  of  the  Church  differed  from 
him  in  opinion,  his  sincere  object  was  to 
give  all  the  security  which  he  possibly 
could  to  the  Established  Church  of  Ire- 
land. The  clergy  of  that  Church  had  a 
clear  and  indisputable  title  to  that  pro- 
perty in  tithes  which  was  theirs  by  law. 
Here  he  would  admit,  without  disguise, 
that  he  thought  that  it  was  no  inconstder-^ 
able  objection  to  the  measure  that  it  pro- 
posed to  recover  for  the  proprieton  of 
tithes  that  to  which  they  had  a  right,  by 
other  means  than  the  ordinary  process  of 
the  law.  It  was  an  evil  undoubtedly,  but 
it  was  an  evil  arising  out  of  the  necessity 
of  the  case;  and  that  consideratk>n  led 
hisi  to  put  this  question  to  the  noble  Duke 


— ^whether  he  was  willing  to  leave  the 
collection  of  the  arrears  of  tithes  now  doe 
to  the  clergy  of  Ireland  to  the  ordinary 
process  of  the  law  as  it  now  existed? 
What  was  the  situation  in  which  the 
clergy  were  placed  at  present  ?  He  con- 
fessed that  he  had  entertained  hopes  that 
the  measure  whk:h  he  had  pfop^Md  last 
year  would  have  succeeded.  He  had 
hoped  that  when,  by  the  adoption  of  that 
measure,  Government  had  displayed  its 
determination  to  collect  the  tithea,  there 
would  have  been  a  general  acquiescence 
in  the  propriety  of  its  decision.  Soch 
hopes,  he  repeated,  he  had  entertained, 
but  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  they  hid  been 
grievously  disappointed.  The  measure 
had  certainly  not  produced  the  effects 
which  he  had  antkipated.  Out  of  104,000/. 
due  to  the  clergy  for  arrean  of  tithes,  not 
more  than  13,000/.  had  been  coileeted 
under  the  act  of  last  year,  and  that,  too, 
at  an  expense  exceeding  the  sum  collected. 
On  this  subject  he  had  a  statement  to  aiake 
to  their  Lordships,  which  he  had  had  some 
delicacy  about  msJcing  on  a  former  occa- 
sion ;  but,  when  he  was  pressed  by  un- 
founded accusations,  he  must  state  what 
was  necessary  for  his  own  vindication; 
and,  however  unpleasant  the  truth  might 
be  to  some  parties,  it  must  be  promulgated 
on  the  present  occasion.  What,  he  would 
ask,  was  the  Government  to  do  in  the  pe* 
culiar  circumstances  in  which  it  had  been 
recently  placed  in  Ireland  ?  The  Govern- 
ment was  bound  to  consider  this  questmn 
as  a  question  purely  pactical.  In  all 
human  affairs,  and  particularly  in  political 
affairs,  men  were  bound  to  examine  into 
the  circumstances  of  their  position,  in 
order  to  know  what  measures  were  most 
applicable  to  them.  Now,  what  was  the 
position  of  the  Government  in  Ireland? 
In  consequence  of  a  return  which  had 
been  ordered  by  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament, he  had  before  him  an  abstract  of 
what  had  been  done  under  the  Act  of  last 
Session  up  to  the  1st  of  February  in  the 
present  year.  He  had  also  other  returns, 
to  the  same  effect,  up  to  a  much  later 
period.  With  all  the  powen  of  the  law, 
materially  enforced  as  they  were  by  the 
Act  of  last  Session,  there  still  remained 
an  immense  arrear  of  tithes  due  to  the 
clergy,  and  at  present  no  process,  sum- 
mons, or  decree  could  be  served  in  any 
part  of  tlie  country  without  the  assistance 
of  a  body  of  police,  supported  but  loo 
often  by  a  roiUtary  force.    He  wotdd  ask 
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the  noble  Ddke, — ^and  he  cheerfiilly  ad- 
miUed  that  the  noble  Duke  was  the  first 
person  in  this  country,  perhaps  in  any 
country,  in  reputation  as  a  great  and  dis- 
tinguished military  chieftain ;  for  no  man 
admired  more  than  he  did  the  glorious 
exploits  by  whioh  the  noble  Duke  hnd  ob- 
tained that  reputation^  no  man  paid  to 
them  a  more  willing  tribute  of  applause 
and  gratitude  ;^*but  he  would  ask  the 
noble  DukCi  as  a  friend  to  the  army, 
whether  it  was  convenient  for  the  army, 
nay,  whether  it  was  conducive  to  the  in* 
terestsof  the  army  itself,  that  it  shoukl  be 
so  employed  throughout  the  country  if 
other  means  could  be  devised  t  Their 
Lordships  would  recollect  what  a  minute 
subdivision  there  was  of  these  claims  for 
tithes.  In  manv  cases,  said  the  noble 
Earl,  the  claims  were  for  less  than  li.  in 
amount.  That  was  undoubtedly  true :  and 
the  House  would  perhaps  be  astonished  at 
the  estreme  minuteness  of  thai  subdivision, 
when  they  heard  the  paper  which  he  was 
nboot  to  read  to  it.  That  paper  was^  as 
he  had  before  stated,  the  abstract  of  a 
very  volnminous  return  which  had  been 
made  to  an  order  of  the  House  of  Com«- 
mons.  From  that  paper  it  appeared  that 
the  sums  recovered  and  received  for  the 
last  three  years'  arrears  of  tithes  up  to  the 
1st  of  Februanr  last  was  2,993/.  lOs.  10 J. 
The  number  of  decrees  issued  was  30,000. 
The  number  of  attachments  issued  to 
compel  the  payment  of  tithes  due  to  the 
clergy  was  1 ,258.  The  number  of  pro- 
clamations was  236,  and  the  whole  sum 
claimed  in  the  schedule  was  52,000/.  He 
did  not  wish  to  disparage  the  powers  of 
the  law ;  but  he  asked  their  Lordships  to 
consider  the  state  of  things  which  this  re> 
torn  proved  to  be  existing  in  Ireland. 
The  number  of  persons  sued  for  tithes  less 
than  Is.  was  4,684,  and  the  whole  amount 
of  tithes  due  from  them  was  only 
115/.  6s.  4^.  Now,  for  each  of  these 
petty  claims  a  separate  process  was  issued ; 
and  be  asked  tlie  noble  Duke  whether  it 
was  advisable  to  continue  a  state  of 
things,  in  which  such  small  sums  could 
not  be  claimed,  he  did  not  say  recovered, 
without  the  assistance  of  the  military  arm 
of  the  country  ?  The  degree,  too,  in  which 
the  military  were  harassed  by  assisting  in 
the  service  of  these  processes  was  not  in« 
considerable*  When  the  tithe  proctor, 
after  the  service  of  his  process,  found  that 
he  could  not  get  his  dne,  and  when  it  be* 
eaoM  Bocfssary  that  the  party  failing  in 


the  payment  of  it  should  be  seised,  the 
troops  were  employed  to  protect  the  ar« 
rest ;  and  when  the  arrest  was  made,  to 
escort  him,  often  a  distance  of  twenty 
miles  to  the  county  gaol,  where  on  his  ar* 
rival  he  generally  paid  the  few  shillings  of 
which  he  was  in  default,  and  was  then  set 
at  liberty.  Under  such  cireumstancss,  be 
had  no  hesitation  in  acknowledging  that 
Qovemment  felt  it  to  be  its  dnty  to  put  a 
stop  to  proceedings  of  such  a  nature ;  but 
it  had  not  put  a  stop  lo  them  without 
consulting  the  interests  of  the  clergy,  and 
without  considering  how  the  debt  due  to 
them  was  to  be  paid.  The  measure,  then, 
which  the  Government  had  introduced  on 
their  behalf  was  a  measure  of  necessity. 
He  admitted  it  to  be  so,  and  if  the  noble 
Earl,  or  the  noble  Duke,  or  any  other 
noble  Lord,  would  suggest  to  him  a  better 
measure,  he  should  be  moat  happy  to 
adopt  it.  By  their  prsaent  Measwre  the 
Qovemment  extincuished  no  property, 
oommitied  no  spoliations  on  the  eon.. 
trery,  they  secured  to  the  clergv  that  the 
debt  doe  to  them  should  be  paul  by  some* 
body,  and,  such  being  the  case,  on  whom 
ought  the  payment  of  that  debt  in  com- 
mon  fairness  to  fall  ?  The  noble  Earl  said, 
that  this  measure  was  a  spoliation  of  the 
landed  proprietors  of  Ireland,  baton  whom 
could  the  burthen  of  it  Ml  so  justly?  He 
was  indeed  surprised  that  the  noble  Barl, 
who  had  so  often  reproached  him  for  not 
relieving  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  Ire- 
land, should  think  it  consonant  with  what 
he  had  so  often  styled  his  sacred  duty,  to 
oppose  this  measure  on  account  of  the 
inflation  of  a  burthen  which  must  be  tri- 
fling to  him  as  a  landed  proprietor.  He 
had  been  asked  how  he  proposed  to  im- 
pose this  tax  upon  the  land  of  Ireland. 
His  reply  was  short — Just  as  a  similar  as- 
sessment was  imposed  under  the  Tithe 
Composition  Act,  which  took  the  payment 
from  the  occupier,  and  imposed  it  upon 
the  landholder  next  above  him*  He  ad- 
mitted that  this  Measure  would  be  at- 
tended with  some  inconvenience,  and  pro- 
bably in  some  cases  with  rsal  hardship. 
Against  such  cases  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  their  Lordships  to  guard  as  they  bml 
could  :  but  when  they  considered  that  the 
object  of  this  measure  was  the  trenqnilt- 
zation  of  Ireland,  he  did  not  think  that 
such  of  them  as  were  Irish  landowners 
would  be  unwilling  to  lake  this  burthen 
upon  themselves.  It  was  propeeed  that 
Ooveinasent  shoukl  advpMice  to  the  eleigjr 
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the  money  due  to  them  for  tithes,  and  that 
it  should  be  reimbursed  by  the  imposition 
of  a  Land-tax  imposed  on  each  parish,  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of, tithes  due 
from  it.    To  carry  this  project  into  effect, 
various  provisions  would  be  necessary,  of 
which  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to 
give  any  explanation  at  that  time,  and  of 
which,  he  thought,  it  would  be  very  ad- 
visable to  postpone  the  discussion  till  those 
provisions    were    regularly    before    their 
Lordships  in  the  Bill  itself.    It  was  pro- 
posed that  this  land  tax  should  be  fixed  at 
such  a  rate  that  in  five  years  the  amount 
of  debt  for  which  it  was  to  provide  would 
be  extinguished — in  other,  words,  the  land- 
lords would  have  four  years  given  them  for 
the  repayment  of  this  debt  to  the  public. 
In  this  way  the  pressure  of  the  burden 
could  not,  he  was  certain,  be  felt  severely 
in  any  quarter.     The  landholder  would 
also  have  the  power  of  recovering  from. 
t}ie  occupying  tenant,  in  the  same  manner 
as  rent,  the  sum  due  from  the  occupying 
tenant  to  the  clergyman  for  tithes. ,  He 
oottid  not  think  that  this  was  a  very  unjust 
and  oppressive  measure,  nor  did  he  expect 
that  any  less  objectionable  measure  would 
l^  discovered.    When  the  Tithe  Com- 
position Act  should  be  fully  carried  into 
effect,  he  trusted,  that  the  cause  of  all 
future  disputes'—for  that  was  the  real  evil 
^^between  the  clergyman  and  the  small 
proprietors,  would  be  entirely  removed,  and 
that,  too,  at  the  cost  of  no  great  burthen 
upon  the  land.     He  thought  that  the  land- 
holders would  not  have  much  difficulty 
in  reeovering  this  imposition  from  the  oc- 
cupiers of  land ;  at  least  those  noble  Lords 
who  contended  that  the  clergy  could  re- 
cover their  tithes  without  difficulty,  were 
the  present  law  firmly  administered,  could 
not,  he  should  expect,  venture  upon  con- 
tending that  they,  as  landlords,  would  have 
much  difficulty  in  recovering  the  amount 
to  which  they  would  be  entitled.     The 
noUe  Earl  had  also  stated,  that  it  was 
possible     that     the     occupant    of    the 
land     from    whom    tithes     were     due, 
might  disappear  before  this  measure  be- 
came law.     Undoubtedly  he  might :  but 
this  inconvenience  might  happen  under  the 
present  system  to  the  clergyman-^for  if 
the  occupant  disappeared,  how  was  the 
clergyman  to  recover  his  tithe  from  him  ? 
It  would,  therefore,  not  be  an  unjust  pro- 
vision of  the  law,  to  allow  the  landlords  a 
certain  allowance  in  the  way  of  a  per*-cent- 
age,  for  iliose  occupiers  of  umds  who  might 


disappetfr.    He  trusted,  that  this  measave 
woula  come  to  them  from  the  other  House, 
not  like  a  stone  rough  from  the  quarry,  to 
be  hewn  into  such  a  form  as  their  Lord- 
ships might  think  fitting,  but  in  soch  a 
shape  as  would  enable  that  House,  without 
much  difficulty,  to  make  it  effectual.for  its 
purpose.  Hedid  not  stall  regard  the  taunts 
which  had  so  often  been  directed  against 
the  Administration  of  which  he  formed  a 
part,  on  account  of  the  changes  which  they 
so  frequently  made  in  their  measures.     He 
did  not  presume  to  have  himself  that  which 
was  hardly  given  to  man — be  meant  sueh 
a  foresight  of  consequences,   as   would 
prevent  individuals  from  finding  defects  in. 
those  measures  which  he  conceived  to  be 
most  perfect.     He  was  glad  to  have  his 
measures  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  Parliament,  and  he  should  be  always 
ready    to   incorporate    into    them    sueh 
amendments  as  were  calculated  to  render 
them  more  useful  ibr  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  intended.    He  trusted  that  the 
present  measure,  when  it  was  formally  in* 
troduced  into  that  .House,  would  be  in 
such  a  form  as  would  render  it  an  easy 
task  for  their  Lordships  to  make  it  effectual 
for  the  objects  which  it  was  intended  to 
accomplish — ^he  meant  the  relief  of  the 
clergy,  of  the  Protestant  Church  of  Ireland, 
and  the  peace  and  conciliation  of  the 
country  at  large.     One  word  more,  and  he 
had  done.     He  had  stopped  short,  as  their 
Lordships  would  recollect,  in  reading  the 
tithe  returns  made  out  to  the  1st  of  Feb- 
ruary, in  the  present  year.     He  would  now 
read    to    them   the    further  retuma^  to 
which  he  had  before  alluded,  and  which 
were  necessary  to  show  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  tithe  question.    The  gross 
amount  of  arrears  now  due  to  the  clergy 
for  tithes  was  105,033Z»   A  certain  amount 
of  claims  had,  however,  been  withdrawn 
by  the  clergy  themselves,  and  the  sura  was 
thus  diminished  to  1 04,280/.     The  amount 
of  arrears  for  which  proclamation  had  been 
issued,  was  83,194/.      There  remained, 
then,  a  sum  of  20,900/.  odd,  for  which  no 
proclamation  or  proceedings   had    been 
issued.     This  included  the  account  for 
132  parishes.    There  had  been  collected 
altogether    12,100/.,    at  an  expense  of 
7,867/.    This  statement  would  convince 
their  Lordships,  how  completely  the  Act  of 
last  Session  had  failed  in  its  operation, 
and  would  impress  upon  them  the  necessity 
of  considering  how   the  distress   of  the 
clergy,  arising  from  the  non-payment  of 
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tbeir  daes;  could  be  be$t  reliei^ed,  how 
their  jttfit  rights  could  be  best  coiisuUedy 
and  how  that  object  could  be  efiecled  at 
the  least  detrimeot  to  the  other  parties 
cooiiected  with  this  great  questiou.  He 
could  assure  the  House,  that  the  Members 
of  Government,  had  unanimously  agreed 
to  this  nveasure,  and  he  trusted,  that  when 
it  came  regularly  before  their  Lordships,  it 
would  also  meet  with  their  unanimous 
conseut.  He  trusted  that  no  party  feel- 
ings, no  pettv  animosities,  no  personal 
interests,  would  prevent  their  Lordships 
from  giving  to  it  that  favourable  consider- 
atiooy  which  in  his  conscience,  he  believed 
it  to  deserve,  and  he  implored  them,  if 
they  were  dissatisfied  with  it,  either  to 
substitute  for  it  some  measure  that  was 
more  effectual,  or  to  join  with  him  in 
making  it  as  perfect  as  possible.  To  the 
motion  at  present  before  the  House  no 
objection  oould  be  offered;  and  having 
said  that,  he  bad  no  desire  to  trouble  their 
Lordships  with  any  further  observations  at 
preseoU 

The  Earl  of  Roden  said,  he  did  not  mean 
to  enter  upon  any  full  discussion  of  this 
qoestioD,  until  the  Bill  itself  was  before 
tbeir  Lordships;  nor  should  he  have  at  all 
troubled  their  Lordships,  if  it  were  not  for 
the  allusiou  of  the  noble  Viscount  (Mel- 
bourne) opposite  to  that  class  of  persons 
in  Ireland  with  whom  it  was  his  (Earl 
Roden's)  pleasure  to  have  acted.  There 
was  also  a  personal  allusion  of  the  noble 
Earl  (Grey)  directed  to  him,  and  in  jus- 
tice to  himself  and  to  the  class  alluded 
to,  be  felt  himself  called  upon  to  repel 
thosecharges.  The  noble  Lord  had  said,  that 
the  Protestants  of  Ireland  were  actuated 
by  as  great  a  hostility  to  the  Government, 
as  were  the  agitators  of  Ireland.  It  was 
true  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  had  felt 
great  dissmpointment  and  disgust,  at  see- 
ing the  Government  join  their  enemies, 
and  they  also  were  disappointed  at  seeing 
that  Magistrates  were  punished  for  per- 
forming their  duty.  The  noble  Lord's 
Government  in  Ireland  had,  by  their  pusil- 
lanimous conduct,  earned  for  it  the  con- 
tempt of  all  loyal  men ;  it  was  no  credit  to 
any  govemosent,  that  the  respectable  resi- 
dent gentry  and  the  loyal  Protestant  po- 
puhition  were  opposed  to  them,  for  they 
had  always  been  ready,  and  always  had 
sbowo  themselves  steadfast,  in  support  of 
the  anthorities  of  the  country.  They  were 
never  opposed  to  any  government  who 
Med  with  iuiUce,  ond  inaiutdii>ed  X\ip 


supremacy  of  the  law,  but  they  ever  had, 
and  he  trusted  ever  would,  despise  and 
condemu  a  system  which  truckled  to  se- 
dition, and  seemed  to  trample  under  foot 
all  the  valuable  and  ancient  institutions  of 
the  country.  The  case  of  Captain  Graham 
was  fresh  in  their  Lordships'  recollection, 
and  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  could  uot 
forget  such  an  act  of  injustice  towards  a 
loyal  and  active  Magistrate.  It  was  true, 
that  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  had  united 
themselves,  but  it  was  for  their  own  pro- 
tection. They  had  done  so  because  they 
saw  that,  notwithstanding  the  professions 
of  the  noble  Earl  to  put  down  all  resistance 
to  tithes,  the  effect  was,  to  give  encourage- 
ment to  that  resistance.  The  noble  Earl 
said,  that  there  was  no  instance,  in  which 
a  clergyman  was  refused  assistance  in  the 
collection  of  his  tithes ;  but  he  wished  to 
remind  their  Lordships  that  there  were  very 
many  instances,  in  which  clergymen  de* 
cliued  to  apply  for  such  assistance,  because, 
from  motives  of  humanity,  they  were 
averse  to  risking  the  lives  of  their  fellow- 
creatures.  It  was  no  excuse  for  the  Go- 
vernment that  clergymen  had  not  applied 
for  military  assistance;  it  was  the  duty  of 
a  well  organized  Government,  to  protect 
life  and  property,  whether  applications 
were  made  by  individuals  affected  or  not-* 
but  the  fact  was,  the  people  believed,  that 
.the  Government  were  never  in  earnest  as 
to  the  collection  of  tithes ;  they  favoured 
the  conspiracy  against  them,  which  has 
now  succeeded,  according  to  the  explana- 
tion of  the  noble  Earl.  He  could  not 
acquit  his  Majesty's  Ministers  of  being,  in 
a  great  degree,  the  cause  of  the  resistance 
to  the  payment  of  tithes  in  Ireland.  They 
were  greatly  to  blame  for  many  of  the 
measures  which  created  disturbances  in 
the  country.  Had  they  uot  allowed  to 
continue  in  the  Commission  of  the  Peace 
those  who  had  presided  at  anti-tithe  meet- 
ings ?  The  noble  Viscount  said,  that  the 
Protestants  of  Ireland  had  not  at  their 
meetings,  said  anything  about  tithes,  and 
it  had  been  inferred  from  that  circumstance 
that  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  were  op- 
posed to  them.  This  was  not  the  case ; 
they  were  united  for  the  preservation  of 
property,  not  for  its  destruction — they 
knew  well  one  class  of  property  hung  upon 
another:  and  whatever  were  the  rights 
either  of  the  people,  of  the  landlords,  or  the 
clergy,  the  Protestant  population  were  most 
anxious  to  maintain.  He  repelled  the 
charges  that  wero  made  igainit  the  iri^H 
8M 
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Protettants  by  the  noble  Lords  opposite ; 
he  nev^r  would  allow  them  to  be  inaii|^ed. 
He  had  heard  a  great  deal  paid  by  the 
noble  Earl  (Qrey)  abput  his  friendship  for 
the  Churchy  and  he  was  bound  to  believe 
the  assertion  of  any  noble  Lord  in  that 
House;  but,  judging  of  public  men  by  their 
public  measures,  he  would  say,  Qod  pro- 
tect the  Church  from  such  friendship  as 
that  of  th^  noble  Earl. 

The  Marquess  of  Wtstmeatk  thought 
that  the  tithe  agitation  in  Ireland,  would 
have  been  put  down,  if  his  Majesty's  Qo- 
vemment  had  shown  an  earlier  determina- 
tion to  resist  it.  At  the  same  time,  he 
believed  his  Majesty's .  Government  had 
been  imposed  upon  by  a  statement  of 
grievances,  which  certainly  did  net  exist. 
Haviqg  had  many  yeari'  experience,  and 
knowing  thi^t  it  was  fiot  the  amount  of 
tithes,  but  the  appropriation  of  them,  that 
was  complained  of,  he  greatly  feared  that 
no  measiire  would  be  found  eflhctive  to  re- 
press the  clamour  against  them.  He  knew 
the  inyeteriite  hostility  of  the  professors  of 
the  Catholic  religion  in  Ireland  to  tithes  ; 
he  did  not  mean  all,  but  those  who  were 
the  most  turbulent  and  noisy ;  and  he 
knew  that,  let  Parliament  and  Government 
do  what  they  would,  they  would  find  it 
impossible  to  satisfy  those  persons. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  he  certainly 
did  not  rise  with  the  intention  of  saying 
anything  on  the  subject-matter  of'^the 
motion  of  the  noble  Earl ;  but  he  rose  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  something  con- 
nected with  tlie  motion  of  the  noble  Earl 
(Wicklow),  in  consequence  of  some  ob- 
servations which  fell  either  IVom  that 
noble  Earl,  or  from  the  noble  Duke, 
respecting  the  promotion  of  a  cer- 
tain eminent  lawyer  in  Ireland  (Mr. 
0*Connell)  to  the  rank  of  King's  Counsel. 
Though  that  promotion  had  taken  place 
in  the  department  of  his  noble  and  learned 
friend,  who  held  the  Great  Seal  for  Ire- 
land, he  felt  that  be  should  not  discharge 
his  duty  to  that  noble  and  learned  friend, 
if  he  shrunk  from  taking  his  share  in  the 
responsibility  of  elevating  the  learned 
Gentleman  m  question  to  the  professional 
rank  to  which  he  (Lord  Brougham)  consi- 
dered him  entitled.  He  desired  to  share 
that  responsibility,  because  he  uplield  that 
the  act  was  one  of  common  justice  to  the 
individual  and  the  profession,  and  not  an 
act  of  personal  favour.  It  was  a  right  as 
much  as  any  personal  right  in  the  case  of 
a  man  who  stood  in  the  high  proCeasional 


rank  of  that  eminent  and  laamed  iaiifidiiai. 
No  man,  whatever  bia  pelitieal  dpinioos 
might  be,  as  long  as  ha  kepi  wkUn  the 
laws,  as  that  iadivldnal  then  k0|ii(tlMa 
kept,  he  would  say),  if  tiiere  wefo  oo  valid 
legal  proceeding  against  him,  flMfUoy  kin 
out  as  unlit  for  being  the  objeet  •£  suck 
promotion,  could,  without  the  gvoasest 
injustice,  not  to  himself  only,  |>ut  to  the 
whole  profession;  not  to  the  fwrotossien 
only,  but  to  his  clients,  who  had  a  Pi^i  to 
his  assistance  in  that  sttujitiof),  in  which 
he  would  be  most  eapable  of  dotn^  jnatice 
to  theircases;  —without  that  triple  kijualloe, 
no  man  who  had  raised  himself  to  Uiat 
station,  to  which  the  leamad  and  nmineot 
indivklual  had  risen,  ooukl  he  k«pi«rit|iONt 
that  rank,  to  which  he  had  as  much  right 
as  he  had  to  vaise  himself  to  ikal  pffcs 
•lonal  station  bv  his  talents* 

The  Ouka  of  WelUmfflm  bad  aiways 
understood  that  sneh  ptnfusainnai  ndva^^a- 
ment  was  a  matter  for  which  (heUinislaPs 
of  the  Grown  were  reapansibie.  Ha  had 
never  understood  till  now  that  suob  ibiuf  s 
were  matters  of  ooufse.  The  nabia  and 
learned  Lord  was  much  mora  capable  (han 
he  could  possibly  be  of  ststing  what  was 
the  real  ease,  and  ha  wifhad  Co  know 
whether  it  was  not,  in  sueh  oases,  a  matlar 
of  personal  ihvour  ? 

The  lord  Chaneelior  aaid»  ha  agvatd 
with  the  noble  Duke,  that  within  aartain 
limits  such  promotion  was  partly  a  malter 
of  personal  favour;  bat  the  nobla  JDake 
would  recollect,  tliat  he  had  wol  stated 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  right  in  aaery  ease, 
having  referred  only  to  the  caae  of  one 
standing  so  high  in  his  profession  as  Co  be 
decidedly  at  the  head  of  it.  In  such  a 
case  he  had  said,  that  the  proaiotipn  of  a 
gentleman  was  not  a  matlar  of  pnedilatu 
tion  or  favour  so  much  as  ic  was  a  matter 
of  course ;  and  that  it  would  have  haeii  an 
aot  of  tlie  grossest  iajustiee  if  the  rank  of 
his  profession  had  bean  withheld. 

Lord  Wynjbrd  thought,  that  tha  promo- 
tion ought  not  to  have  baen  oinfanad 
upon  him  ^t  a  time  whan  ha  vaa  known 
to  be  engaged  in  a  eouiaa  of  faiwiaas 
agitation. 

Tha  Earl  of  WioUma  said,  tha  noMe 
and  learned  Lord  had  attvibuVid  to  Um  an 
allusion  to  an  individual,  lo  whom  ha  had 
not  once  referred,  This  was  tha  aeaond 
time  that  the  attention  of  thia  Hauaa  had 
been  called  to  that  individual,  iu  aonae- 
nuence  of  some  supposed  allnsiona  al  hia. 
He  joever  wished  lo  /aiaa  him  4o 
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iiiipo|UBt»  ta  Co  make  him  dia  mibject ,  thought  it  ¥erv  desimUe  that  aocb  % 
of  disc<||iioi|  in  that  Hou^e,  He  always  dificussion  should  take  place.  The  noble 
IP^iUit  tp  uppljr  (h^  (angu^fi'e  which  bp  had  ,  Earl  had  said — ^*  Let  thoae  irfio  dislike 
Qtaidf  notto  that  ilidimualybiittoaU  that  this  measure  propose  a  better.^  Rfost 
portioii  o^  the  profes^on  to  whleh  his  sorely  if  he  (Lord  Wieklow)  aaw  aiiy 
pba^mliOfia  mr^  appltp^le ;  but  ka  did  measure  at  all  calculated  to  be  of 
ftsel  some  Sttfprist  at  the  lemavka  of  the  service  he  should  lay  aside  all  party 
noble  pnd  learned  Lord.  (|^  was  not  •  feeling ;  though  his  espressions  against 
preMr^  to  Mljfi  that  the  Imirped  mim-  the  Ministers  had  been  strong,  his  feeling 
dual  was  aetia^  illegally  at  the  time  when  '  for  his  country  were  stronger ;  but  it 
thl^  pTPfflPtfoii  wpa  cQnftrred ;  bi|t  the  was  not  the  province  of  that  side  of  the 
ei(i«t|»Mii  of  thfi  agitation  of  which  he  was  ,  House  to  bring  forward  sudi  treasures, 
the  eauaa  was  well  known.  He  must  say,  it  was  a  dangerous  matter  for  them  even  to 
that^  linger  )lU9h  ^IrPYimstanpeSi  thp  pro- ,  oiler  suggestions.  He  objected  to  the 
motiim  waa  eatraordinaryt  even  if  the:  very  name  and  title  of  this  Bill.  It  was 
indMdnal  were  of  |hat  einjnenee  which  not  a  temporary  measure.  It  was  to  last 
h^d  ^H  4 wH^t  ^hk^h  lie  W^  npt.  |  for  ever ;  but  were  their  Lordships  sure 
He   WM  eonvineed  thai  he  haid   never  I  that  the  present  Ministers  would  continue 


qtlaineil  thg  |»ffafttee  whl^h  l^^any  other  I  In    power    for   five   years  1      He    was 


liwytn  bad  ittiiqi^  in  Un]m^   P» 

pmetie*  had  alwm  been  anie»|an  inferior 


persuaded  that   much    greater  changes 

than  the  removal  of  the  present  Admi- 

nisttation  from  power  would  take  plaee 

BWny  mm  whft  had  greater  husine^a,  apd  I  In  five  years.    They  ought  by  all  means  to 

wef0  hettev  enlMed    to    the  promotion  '  avoid  a  Land-tax  for  the  purposes  of  Aia 


wWfh  fhat  JodlvWwat  hwl  wppfved,    He 

would  ask  (reeling  himself  ineempetent  to 


Bill.    If  such  a  tax  was  desirable  as  a 
measure  of  revenue,  let  it  be  discussed '; 


decide  the  neint)  whether  it  was  a  matter  |  but  let  it  not  be  insidiously  brought  in  for 
of  potir^P  tn{|t  one  who  had  once  raised  ;  one  purpose  to  be  applied  to  another.  He 
hicfiaelf  to  profossional  honours,  and  had  |  should  move  one  very  material  alteration 
afterwards  attacked  th^  Qoyernment  in  ;  in  the  Bill  if  it  went  into  Committee, 
the  grosiieit  lli%nnor»  whether  it  was  a  I  There  was  a  great  objection  to  the  manner 
neeeasa^  tonsec|uence  that  he  should  !  in  which  the  landlords  were  now  empowered 
alwajp  Ife  ppntinMe4  in  the  99ine  rank?  to  raise  tithes.  They  had  only  the  same 
Waa  it  rw%  ^e  duty  of  those  whP  raised  powers  as  the  clergymen  formerly  had. 
him  to  the  dignity  to  ({eprive  him  of  it^  if ;  If,  instead  of  that,  the  tithe  bad  been 
he  ahouid  be  ftmnd  (P  be  unfit  (br  it ;  annexed  to  the  rent,  the  collection 
by  his  aubaequent  proceedings?  If  this  '  would  have  been  general  through  the 
w^s  in  their  power,  he  was  sure  it  wes  country, 
ihcv  4tilyr  ne  wetl  oonvinpei],  frppn  his  The  Motion  was  agreed  to. 
own  observation,  that  Ministers  were  never 

more  oiistaket^  than  they  had  been  Ip  their  Local  Jurisdictions.]  The  Order  of 
Legialation  for  Ireland*  The  Magifttrates  the  Day  for  their  Lordships  to  resolve 
of  Iraland  were  envious  to  do  their  duty,  themselves  into  Committee--on  the  Local 
discanlJng  aU  party  feeling,  When  lie  Jurisdiction  Bill  was  read, 
left  that  House,  he  left  all  party  feeling  ;  Lord  Lyndhurst  said,  the  object  of  this 
behin4  him.  He  was  acqnaintec|  with  all  Bill  was  to  establish  an  extensive  change 
the  Mfglatrgtel  ip  hk  owp  cpuntyt  who>  in  the  legal  institutions  of  the  country, 
wilk  ihe  eaoeBtiofi  of  three,  were  all  as  and  therefore  he  thought  that  their  Lord- 
moeh'  pppeae^  1^  the  present  Opyern-  ;  ships  ought  to  have  the  fullest  opportunity 
Rieiit  ^§  he  w<|a;  bMt  they  were  DPt  the  i  of  judging  of  the  nature  of  the  measure, 
hiae  anxiona  to  do  their  duty  on  that  Now,  it  was  his  opinion  that  their  Lord- 
aceoiifit«  and  to  see  the  e^Utin^  laws  ships  were  not  in  a  condition  to  nnder- 
cairied  into  eaeoMtiont  He  had  been  stand  the  detailaof  the  Bill  at  present. 
aeewaed  of  making  his  motion  only   to    On  reading  the  Bill,  he  found  it  quite 

E've  riee  to  a  discussion.  He  certaiply  unintelligible  in  some  particulars.  One 
bd  aatd,  that  his  object  was  to  have  an  of  these  was,  that  it  referred  to  six  or 
MBortmiity  &t  expressing  his  sentiments,  seven  schedules  which  had  never  t)een 
ne  Im4  itated  his  reasons  why  he  consi-  before  their  LoH|ihtp8— which  had  never 
ileraci  tw  a  rrprnnrlVg  Tr^irT     -H^^-  been  submitted    to  their  cpnaideraUoo. 

?M9  ' 
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It  appeared  to  be  absolutely  necessary, 
before  taking  any  further  steps,  to  have 
these  schedules  before  them. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  if  his  noble 
and  learned  friend  had  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  nature  of  the  schedules,  he 
would  have  seen,  that  it  would  have  been 
totally  out  of  the  ordinary  course  to  detain 
the  House  until  they  could  be  submitted 
to  it.  They  related  to  mere  details,  and  did 
not  involve  one  matter  connected  with  or 
touching  upon  the  grand  principle  of 
the  Bill.  There  were  some  of  the 
schedules  which  could  not  come  before 
that  House,  as  that  respecting;  fees,  which 
must  be  kept  out  of  the  Bill.  Another 
schedule  altered  the  form  of  the  record. 
Another  contained  the  new  formulary  of 
pleading.  It  was  the  usual  practice  to 
consider  the  Bill  before  the  schedules, 
although  a  deviation  from  that  rule  took 
place  in  the  case  of  a  bill  of  great  import- 
ance, in  which  some  of  the  schedules 
involved  the  whole  principles  of  the  mea- 
sure. In  this  case,  on  leaving  out  the 
words  referring  to  the  different  schedules 
the  Bill  would  not  be  impaired,  as  far  as 
the  enactments  contained  in  the  body  of 
it  went. 

Lord  TTyn/brd  agreed,  that  it  was  usual 
to  consider  Bills  before  examining  their 
schedules ;  but  he  thought  a  short  state* 
ment  of  their  contents  was  necessary,  in 
order  to  enable  the  House  to  see  whether 
they  ought  to  be  postponed  or  not.  He 
hoped  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  would 
postpone  the  Committee. 

Lord  Lyndhtirst  said,  they  were  now 
about  to  enter  into  the  consideration  of 
the  details  of  a  bill  before  that  Bill  was 
printed,  for  he  considered  the  schedules  a 
most  important  part  of  the  Bill.  The 
usual  course  was,  that  a  Bill  should  be 
printed ;  but  the  details  of  this  Bill  were 
not  printed. 

Earl  Grey  said,  they  were  not  now  con- 
sidering whether  they  were  to  go  into  a 
Committee.  That  question  was  decided 
on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill.  The 
Bill  was  now  to  be  committed,  in  order 
that  the  additional  clauses  and  schedules 
might  be  added.  When  they  were  in 
Committee,  he  hoped  that  some  progress 
would  be  made. 

Bill  committed. 

Some  verbal  Amendments  were  made, 
find  the  House  resumed. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Friday,  June  21,    1833. 

MiNUTBs.]  Papcn  ordered.  On  ttic  Motkm of  Mz.  Batv- 
BRiJMi,  ftD  Aoeoimt  of  all  Bnk  Notes  ond  Fa*  BUk 
inued  by  the  Bank  of  England*  which  have  not  been  paU 
into  the  Bank,  up  to  the  Slst  December,  1831 :  aJn  ch« 
Amount  paid  by  the  Bank  of  En^and,  upoa  fiMJomnttj 
or  othorwlae.  In  each  year  up  to  tha  aune  period  ftr  Bmk 
of  England  Notes  aodPOftBiUi  k»tor  dciUufwL  On  tkc 
Motion  of  Mr.  Robkrt  Gordon,  Copies  of  m  Corns 
vpondance  between  the  Couit  of  DheelDn  and  Uie 
Governor  General  of  India,  in  llie  ywr  1830^  mad  ISSl, 
rdative  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Indian  GoTcmnacot.— 
On  the  Motion  of  Colonel  Evans,  the  Number  of  In- 
habltanta  of  Westminater  employed  aa  ConatifelBa  dunag 
eadi  past  wed(  of  the  praient  Seaiion  in  AttaBdaMoaoB  Oe 
Houses  of  Parliaments  and  on  all  other  Duties  not  Pa- 
rochial :  also  the  Number  of  Fines,  Fees,  and  Pnymems 
on  AooounCof  Non^paribrmanee,  or  ineazTed  bk  IVUUb^- 
ing  such  Duties,  and  who  •vcM.ua^y  xaoefev«i.«gHli  n^* 
roents. — On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Warburtovt,  an  AcDcnut 
of  the  Number  of  Persons  who  have  obtained  Diploaiai 
fiom  the  Royal  Collegecf  Surgeona,  In 
18S3  to  18SS,  and  of  the  Number  BHmimdi 
the  same  for  Edinburgh  and  Dublin:  also  of  the  Regula- 
tions, or  Bye-laws,  under  which  GraduatesSn Physic  ha*v 
been  admitted,  as  Fdkiws  of  the  Royal  OaO^e  «f  Pky- 
aidaas  of  London,  atnce  1771*  what  Nuaaliaraf  Fanons 
have  been  admitted  as  Fellows,  and  what  Number  Re- 
jected, since  ITH :  «lso  the  Number  admitted  as  U^ 
centiates,  fhanlSSStDlSMs  andaiaoaB  Aceautof  the 
Money  received  by  the  OoUcge  ftom  PenonaadaaiMad  ai 
Licentiates,  during  the  same  period,  and  how  that  Money 
has  been  Appropriated. 
Billa.  Read  •  third  tlnae:— Separatists.  AflfaaniiiaiL 
Petitions  presented.  By  the  Maniuess  of  Cbaxdo^  iSmm 
the  Clergy  of  Buckingham,  against  the  Churefa  Tempo- 
ralities (Irdand)  BilL— By  Locd^SANOON,  fiom  Liverpool, 
for  Redraai  to  the  Mevehanti  for  the  Ofmilawittai  of  dkeir 
Property  In  1807 ;  also  from  the  Owners  of  House  Propeity. 
Liverpool,  against  the  Rating  of  Tenwncnta  BiU:  and 
ftom  the  Corporation  of  that  Town,  against  the  Oenoal 
Register  BUL— By  die  same,  and  Mr.  J.  Tomio,  fttMB 
several  Places,— for  the  Better  Observance  of  the  Loefii 
Day.— By  Mr.  J.  Youno,  from  Kilbury  and  TempleocaB, 
for  the  Abolition  of  Tithes  and  Chiundi  Caast  ftom  the 
Clergy  of  Kllmoie,  Against  any  fturthcr  Oraait  to  the 
Kildare  Street  Society*— By  Mr.  Jons  Talw>t,  ftom  St 
Mary's  and  New  Ross  (Wexford),  against  Tithca— By  Mr. 
BucKiNOHAM,  firam  the  Sailon  of  St  Catharine^  Dod», 
for  the  Total  Abolition  of  Naval  Impiuwiiwt;  fiom 
Tavistock,  for  the  Abolition  of  Oorponl  Puaishment^— 
By  Mr.  John  MAzwBtL.  from  Galston,  for  the  Rcpaslof 
the  Septennial  Act;  from  the  Weavers  of  Glasgow,  far 
Inquiry  into  their  Distress,  and  for  Relief. — By  Mr. 
CuMMiNO  Brucb,  M>m  the  Kirk  Session  of  KlbnaUiani, 
for  Communicattpg  ReUgicus  InstmctioQ  to  the  Iiidi  ia 
their  VemacuUr  Tongue. — ^By  Lord  GRAjmtut  Sovaa* 
BIT,  ftom  Henbury,  te.  i  and  by  Lord  Sandon,  ftea 
Eoeleshall,  for  the  Repeal  or  Amendmeat  of  Hie  Saieof 
Beer  Act— Ay  Lord  Hbshibib,  and  an  How.  Mmasa. 
ftom  a  Number  of  Places,  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Mak 
Duty.— By  Mr.  Robirt  Grant,  and  Mr.  J.  Vouire,  ftem 
several  Plaoei,— afidnst  Slavcry.^«^y  Mr.  RoisBsGnavT. 
from  the  Society  for  Promoting  Ratkoal  Hwnanltgr  to- 
wards the  Brute  Creation  of  Cambridge,  far  a  Law  to 
Promote  thehr  Ob)eet— By  Captain  Mmmu*,  ftmn  the 
Cotton  Weaven  of  Uaham,  for  a  Board  of  .Itad^  and 
for  Relief— By  Mr,  Rtrruvur,  from  Dublin,  ^atnst  the 
Sub-Sherift  (Ireland)  Act— By  Mr.  Hops  Johnstons, 
fkom  Wcstertriek,  against  the  preient  Syetam  of  tVndb 
Patran^e  In  8cetland«<i>By  6hr 
Mr.  John  Youno,  from  several  Places,- 
of  the  Criminal  Code.— By  Mr.  T.  B.  LaNNARn.  ftom 
the  Society  of  Friends,  for  Exemptkm  hota  TMbest  and 
from  Epplng.  fot  the  Repeal  ef  tlia  ath  Matfoa  «f  tbs 
Labourers  GmptojiBcnt  Actf«^Qy  Sir  Si»W4»A  OQMure- 
TOST,  from  the  DtvoDport  and  Stoneticnnt  HiMllm  af 
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Yirtmliiiifc  By  Mff  Solutak,  tnm  the  InMbitaati  of 
KUkenay,  agihui  the  Corporation  of  that  Place.— By  Mr. 
CoLgcaouNj  from  the  Profaytery  at  Edinburgh,  against 
die  UihtaiBh  Annuity  Tax  BULr-By  Mr.  TBicsimaBi* 
fkom  W%an,  in  fliToar  oTlbe  NolKtai  Pnblie  BilL 

Chuboh  Tbmporalitibs  (Irbland). 
On  tbe  Motion  of  Mr.  Stanlej,  the  Order 
of  tbe  Day  for  going  into  Committee  on 
the  Churdi  Temporalities  (Ireland)  Bill 
was  read.  The  House  accordingly  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  on  said  Bill. 

Clauseiy  to  the  ISlst  inclusiTe,  were  then 
i^reed  to. 

Clause  132^  relating  to  the  mode  in 
which  the  sums  to  be  paid  for  the  Bishops 
leases  riiould  be  determined*— 

Lord  Oxmaniotvn  said,  he  thought  the 
clause  could  be  considerably  improved  by 
the  inaertion  of  new  words ;  and  for  that 
purpose  he  had  prepared  an  Amendment 
which  he  begged  leave  to  submit  to  the 
Coomitcee.  The  clause,  in  its  present 
shape  would  render  the  Bill  inoperative. 
Wbae  the  tenant  had  made  valuable 
improvements^  the  Bishops  in  Ireland, 
practically  sp»iking,  in  regulating  the  fines 
on  renewals,  never  took  those  improvements 
into  their  calculation.  Unless  the  clause 
were  amended,  the  object  of  the  preamble 
of  the  Bill  could  not  be  carried  into  effect ; 
aoid  so  far  from  a  bonus  being  held  out 
to  the  tenants,  the  value  of  their  property 
would  be  deteriorated — and  ^he  tenants,  in 
place  of  being  bettered  in  their  condition, 
would  be  worse  off  than  before.  The 
noble  Lord  moved  an  Amendment  to  the 
effect  that  the  Commissioners  should  be 
directed,  in  estimating  the  purchase-money, 
to  calculate  it  upon  the  same  principle 
as  that  hitherto  adopted  by  the  sevend 
Archbishops  and  Bishops  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Secretary  SlanUy  said,  he  could  not 
coneetve  how  the  noble  Lord  could  contend 
that  Ae  tenants  did  not  receive  very  con- 
aidezable  benefits  under  the  clause  as  it 
stood.  The  noble  Lord  must  recollect,  that 
they  need  not  purchase  unless  they  pleased, 
and  might  renew  with  the  Commissioners 
aa  befefe.  They  had,  therefore,  nothing 
to  complain  of. 

Mr.  Shaw  admitted  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (  Mr.  Stanley  )  that  the  change 
by  which  the  Commiauoners  would  be 
obliged  to  renew  with  the  tenants  in  case 
the  tenants  did  not  desire  to  purchase,  must 
be  oonndered  a  great  improvement,  com- 
pared with  the  condition  in  which  they 
wmld  have  been  placed  by  the  clause  as  it 
origindly  stood.  That  would  have  forced 
tbopi  to  puccbaie  upon  terms  however  dis* 


advantageous  —  or  else  to  lose  the  property 
which  their  families  might  have  held  for 
centuries.  ITierc  was  one  case  within  his 
own  knowledge.  A  friend  of  his  own, 
whose  family  had  been  possessed  for  the 
last  200  years  of  a  large  estate,  held  that 
estate  under  a  Bishop's  lease,  in  the  north 
of  Ireland.  -This  property  had  been  made 
the  subject  of  marriago  and  other  family 
settlements,  and  in  all  respects  treated  as  a 
fee  simple  estate  for  that  long  period  of 
time.  His  ftriend^and  his  son  both  were  at 
that  moment  strict  tenants  for  life  of  the 
interest  in  question— ^morally  if  not  legally 
certain  of  that  interest  not  being  evicted, 
and  under  the  former  arrangement,  ( if  the 
Commissioners  had  not  been  compelled  to 
renew),  .the  father  and  son  must  either 
have  raised  money  at  any  sacrifice,  to  make 
the  purchase  of  the  perpetuity,  which 
would-  in  no  degree  have  improved  their 
estate,  or  else  have  forfeited  that  which 
they  had,  from  long  possession,  justly  con- 
sidered as  their  family  inheritance.  The 
alteration,  therefore,  he  would  allow  was 
beneficial  to  the  tenant,  but  still  it  was  not 
just ;  and  ho  so  far  agreed  with  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Oxmantown)  that  the  Govern, 
ment  owed  it  to  all  parties  interested  in 
these  tenants'  lands,  to  resettle  their  rights 
upon  a  foundation  as  secure  as  it  was 
possible — ^inasmuch  as  the  very  proposition 
to  modify  and  alter  a  tenure  which  hod 
so  long  existed  undisturbed,  was  itself  an 
evil,  tending  to  unsettle  men's  minds  and 
raise  doubts  as  to  the  permanency  and 
stability  of  their  property.  He  thought 
the  Amendment  of  the  noble  Lord,  that 
the  Commissioners  should  value  the  tenant's 
interest  upon  the  same  principle  as  the 
Bishops  had  acted,  just  and  reasonable, 
and  it  should  have  his  support. 

Mr.  AgUonby  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies) 
had  not  answered  the  objections  urged 
by  the  noble  Lord.  The  noble  Lord  had 
stated,  that  the  Bill,  as  it  stood,  would 
prevent  the  tenant  from  purchasing  the 
perpetuity,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  better 
for  him  to  remain  under  the  Bishop. 
Supposing  the  tenant  had  laid  out  10,000/.' 
in  improving  the  property,  it  would  mani- 
festly be  much  more  for  his  advantage 
to  renew  with  the  Bishop  than  to  purchase 
the  perpetuity  from  the  Commissionefs. 

Mr.  (/Connell  said,  that  if  the  clause 
remained  in  its  present  state,  the  tenant 
would  have  to  purchase  the  amount  of 
what  he  himself  bad  laid  out.  The  Bishops, 
in  calculating  the  renewalsi  never  took' 
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itito  account  the  itn^reitients  which  bud 
been  milde  by  the  tenants.  Supiiosing,  fot 
instance^  that  the  tenant  had  built  a  hmisD 
upmi  the  fkim,  nb  man  coM  doubt  but 
that  increased  the  value  of  the  fafiti  |  and 
jf«t  the  Bishop  ncifef  i*hafged  thd  ttoatit 
ant  Inct^aSed  fitle  dWiiig  to  that  di«um^ 
stance.  Hi^  todde  at  pi^sent  pursucid  ill 
Ireland  of  oalculatitiff  the  f^newal  flties  had 
been  in  opet«tioti  iande  the  Restoratidnj 
and  all  the  noble  Lord  sought  hy  the 
Amendment  Was«  thdt  the  practicje  8h<Nild 
not  be  altered. 

Mr.  Secretary  SiatUey  said,  that  the  Bill, 
as  it  stood^  gave  that  powef  to  them  sub- 
stantively^ and  gave  beside  a  bonus  to  the 
tenants.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
ought  to  Uiidetstand  the  question,  but  he 
appeared  to  have  taketi  a  very  erroneous 
view  of  it«  In  the  Bishops'  sees,  where 
the  tenant  wished  to  purehase  the  per- 
]9etuity,  the  ddtnttiissionefs  Were  to  estittmie 
It  at  the  market  value,  and  the  tenant  was 
10  be  allowed  a  1)onus  of  foui^  per  cent. 
Should  he,  however,  be  dissati^ed  with 
the  value  set  upon  it  by  the  Commissionen, 
the  tenant  was  to  have  the  power  of 
having  the  matter  settled  by  arbitrators, 
the  costs  of  the  arbitration  to  be  paid 
by  the  Commisdonets  in  the  evetit  of 
its  turning  out  that  they  had  estimated 
it  at  too  high  a  value. 

Mr.  O'C^iite/Zsaid,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  not  met  the  case  at  aU.  In 
caleulatlng  the  fines  the  Bishops  ncVer 
UkAl  into  aeemiiit  the  value  of  the  house 
which  the  tenafit  hod  built,  whereas  the 
Commissioners,  in  estimating  the  value  of 
the  perpetuity  at  the  marketable  price, 
would  he  bound  to  do  so.  He  would  give 
an  instance^-^a  gentleman,  the  hi^  Sheriff 
of  the  county  Fermanagh,  held  a  tract 
of  cduntry  under  a  Bishop's  lease  —  he  had 
built  a  handsome  house,  and  planted  his 
demesne,  and  yet  the  Bishop  never  raised 
the  fine.  Now  the  gentleman  to  whom 
he  alluded  could  not  have  the  perpetuity  of 
this  farm  without  again  pa^fing  for  the 
imptovements  which  he  himself  had  made. 

Mr*  Sectttaty  Stanley  said,  that  in 
legislating!  the  House  coidd  hoMly  assume 
that  lancGordSi  in  parting  with  the  per- 
petttity  in  their  property.  Would  not  take 
into  account  the  value  ti(  the  improvements 
made  upon  it.  The  Bill  soys,  make  yout 
bmoin  nowf  and  the  BiaiiopB  hereafter 
will  be  pt'ecluded  from  augmenttng  the 
amount  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  James  GraUan  said,  that  the  Bbhqps 
M«d  diimntly  in  difieront  diocesea. 


Dr.  LuMh^  sftid,  the  ^ue««lwi  Wss 
cerUiinly  a  cumplicaied  otie,  fot>  It  t^ttieared 
from  tiie  statement  of  the  horn  Cjj«ittwiBan, 

the  member  for  Wii4tkf#  (Mf;  tl#  Ofiiitt), 

that   no  uniform  practice  prevailed.     It 

appeaved,  howevefi  ihM  to  was  ttaiwHMon 
praetiee  for  BiMR^  td  iM0Wj  li^ffi  y^^^  ^ 
yeafi  ibr  twentjf-sohe  ye»rA  n  mm  tfeiir 
that  the  Bishop,  tfbeptoMed,  tartfttiglil 
to  let  the  lettie  ton  imti    He  haft  «  enn- 

plete  right  ftud  title>  SUf^flUSlllgf  fctf  lUMghl 
It  ibr  his  beftedti  te  rbh  Ms  liftf  y&at 
the  lease  and  let  the  property  as  he  flMMt^ 

It  WHS  utidoubtedly  his  H^ti  M  all  iweiws, 
to  increase  the  fine  if  be  deemtNl  flt»  What 
might  be  the  proetitie  of  individual  Biilio|« 
in  Ireland^  he  (Di*.  LusbhigtMi^  eotfM  Bot 
say,  but  if  the  Bishops  reknted  their  pvwer 
as  stated,  they  etmf^rr^  a  benefli  tipmi  the 
tenant  to  whieh  he  hod  no  leMl  fMit. 
It  had  been  stated  by  soifle  hdil.  Meoibiis, 
thai  it  was  not  the  proetieefor  the  Bfalio|k^ 
in  calculating  their  fines,  to  liie  imo 
aeodunt  the  marketable  vahftf  of  the  ImHUi 
As  he  (Dr.  Lushington)  hod  hod 
in  the  toune  of  these  debateii  td 
several  speeches  against  the  hon j 
for  Oxford  (Sir  R.  Inglis}^  and  tha  ben. 
member  for  the  University  of  IhiUiti  (Mr. 
Shaw)»  he  Would  now  make  a  speedi  for 
them,  and  say,  that  sUcb  conduct  waa  mMi 
liberal  on  tlie  pstru  of  the  heade  of  the 
Church  in  Irekiid.  It  appeared  tt>  Un, 
that  the  Ametidment  would  nmder  the 
clatise  impracticable.  As  the  eiamee  tftoodl 
the  value  the  Commissioners  wei%  ttf  «et 
upon  the  perpetuity,  wis  oPtef  the'  eft* 
pmrtioH  of  twenty  ycwrs.  Tdting^  iben^ 
fore,  into  account  the  deciqr  to  whUh  lould- 
ings  must  be  subfecty  the  vtfue  di  ebeh 
tenements  oftet  twenty  J^ears  muBl  be  very 
little  hideedi 

Colonel  Pereffvtl  srfid,  that  she  loMfc  mai 
learned  Gentleman  who  had  jtiot  tat  dewn* 
appeared  to  have  forgotten  that  the  tenant 
Imd  always  one  check,  If  not  two/  upon  the 
Bishop.  If  the  Bishop  should  run  his  lifb 
against  the  kose,  aild  let  the  property  to 
other  tenants,  he  woe  obliged  to  leeaite 
half  the  amount  for  his  suooeMor.  Aaeilier 
check  was,  that  the  BiAop«  V9hm  hewas 
amioiiited.  Was  [i^nerafi)r  ai  fbai  perksl  df 
lift  #lien  it  was  seAitciy  werai  Mi  while 
to  run  Us  life  againSI  the  ]mm.  Whh 
t^aiu  So  thepewer  ooraaned  byihe'ciaflse 
upon  the  GuHfUilsniOieiSf  he  tlNieglie  it 
most  UT^sl.  Sopptishsg  ete  teMne  in 
a  townhmd  had  beih  npnt  end  iueitoftd 
his  fata,  and  that  onether  bed  iiot«  oewKo 
had  laid  ool  his  aNmey  woeU  have  Id  jmf 
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dvet  Ogriiff  #bik  4lie  tither  Would  baVe 
the  btoeflt  of  hn  neglect.  Was  that,  he 
wmald  aak,  fair  or  ju0t?  Tlicre  iMas  il 
omttaan  temim  in  Ireland^  known  bj  the 
lille  uf  Mwt  fUdfint  leases.  He  held  iiuch 
A  kaaa  under  a  icSnant  of  a  Bisliop.  The 
dinet  ifetlBiil  had  no  bilnefit  in  the  propert/y 
Iw  nttei^i^  in  fael^  only  Ui ;  and  tvduld 
it  tidl  be  UmI  ttnjijsl  lo  make  him  (Cokmcl 
PblMrral)  ftf  for  l^e  imp^vement  which 
Iw  Imd  tdide?  If  the  Talue  of  the  im. 
pm^emmkU  were  of  the  trifliog  character 
deaeribed  by  tlie  hbm  and  leariled  Gentle- 
man (Dr.  Lusliington),  it  would  be  better 
lo  set  in  acoordaoee  %^ith  tlie  pteanible 
of  ^  Billf  and  by  adopting  the  Amendment 
ptu(iu>ad  by  his  noble  friend  (Lord  Ox. 
manlown)  give  a  lionus  to  the  tenant.  The 
Bill  wimld  then  in  that  respect  be  an 
advBfitage  i  but  if  the  Amendnlent  should 
be  r^eem,  he^  for  one,  as  a  teilatit^  would 
say^  titat  they  would  be  much  better  oil*  as 

Mfi  W0rbmion  siiidi  that  as  this  was  a 
Bii4  fitanled  upun  the  eusfcom  of  the  ooutotry j 
he  eoiild  see  no  just  reason  why  that 
eueMM  ahould  tit»t  govern  them  iu  the 
presirtt  ellmse  as  In  the  othersi  It  was 
distilictly  stal0i>  that  the  custom  for  many 
celtturiea  wasj  that  the  Bishops  Were  not 
iM  the  habit  of  taking  into  consideration, 
when  ealealating  their  fines^  the  value  of 
the  impniTeoienta  made  by  the  tcnitnts. 
He  thdught  that  that  practice  ought  not 
ta  fas  disturbed.  He  should  theretbie  tote 
for  the  Amtndmetit. 

Ma  Ptynm  sald^  that  if  a  tenant  Were 
inAu^  to  ky  but  his  idoney  on  Bishops' 
kasUij  snme  ptoSeoiion  oni^bt  to  be  aBbrded 
liilll*  Hte  wmild  recommend  a  middle 
ooanei  Mbh  as  Ihai  adopted  by  the  Uni- 
versfty  of  Cambridge.  Where  property 
Isehl  auin  them  was  improved^  they  did 
not  eftnrge  tithes  fUr  it  for  the  first  fourteen 


The  iMkHor  General  said,  that  it  wemed 
to  Urn  tWit  there  was  no  criterion  to  regu<* 
lale  thettfe  Some  Bishops  acted  one  way 
and  HMte  another.  The  Anendmebt  would, 
tkeMoea,  be  impomcticable.  He  oould  not, 
be  ttwl  dwtti  view  the  oenduet  of  the  Irish 
^tmben  on  the  present  occasion  without 
9att0  Mt^kdb!^  Oeffcttemeu  wette  united 
isi  tof^tita  t»  Ihii  dadse  who  wen;  at 
variaaee  t^ttaa  atm^t  every  other  questioni 

Mr.  adottneU :  The  hen.  end  kamed 
OwnbiWMi  has  MMsdi  that  his  printipal 
objfcaiiwt  td  the  Amendment  was  that  it 
wouM  lie  iavnetioahki  Now,  what  the 
AmfubuBot  proposed  lirto  pH^cisely  wbm 


had  been  done  for  150  years.  So  much 
for  its  impracticability.  But  the  hon.  and 
learned  Solicitor  General  taunts  us  with 
aarecing  in  oUr  opposition  to  the  clause. 
What  other  motive  could  we  have  in  agree- 
ing except  to  prevent  injustice  being  done  ? 
He  was  not  a  tenant  under  any  Bishopi 
and  he  was  sorry  for  It  fie  mentioned 
this  because  the  newspapers  stated  that  he 
was.  The  hon.  and  esdlant  member  for 
the  county  of  Sligo  iield  under  a  Bishop, 
but  the  House  would  do  the  gaUant  Mem- 
ber the  justice  to  say,  that  he  was  incapable 
of  being  influenced  in  his  vote  by  such  a 
circumstance*  He  (Mr.  O'Cunnell)  never 
knew  an  instance  uf  the  hlightest  dificrencc 
ever  having  been  made  by  the  Bishops 
between  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic 
tenants,  and  that  was  another  reason  for 
the  Irish  Members  joining.  But  then  it 
was  stiltlid  that  the  practice  was  not  ge« 
nernL  He  admitted  it — ^but  the  exceptions 
only  strengthened  the  case.  He  knew  but 
two  instances  in  which  Bishops  had  behaved 
improperly.  These  Bishops  had  broken 
marriage  settlements^  crushed  families,  and 
reduced  numbers  to  misery  and  distress. 
These  wdre  the  exceptions.  While  every 
man  joined  in  reprobating  the  exceptionsj 
all  must  equally  join  in  admirhig  the  con- 
duct of  the  overwhelming  majority  who 
took  the  more  humane,  the  more  noble, 
and  the  more  Christian.like  course,  and 
left  their  tenants  undisturbed.  He  (Mn 
O'Connell)  hoped  the  House  would  not 
think  him  wrong  in  the  part  he  took  in 
this  clause — the  only  part,  indeed,  which 
he  had  taken  at  all  in  the  Bill. 

Colonel  Perceval  said,  he  was  delighted 
to  hear  justice  done  to  the  conduct  ot  the 
Bishops  of  Ireland  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentletnun  who  had  just  sat  down.  Al« 
though  he  (Colonel  Perceval)  was  a  tenant 
under  a  Bishop,  he  was  not  permanently 
interested  In  the  fate  of  the  Amendment 
one  way  or  other,  inasmuch  as  the  property 
he  held  was  not  built  upon.  In  the  county 
of  Armagh,  a  gentleman,  with  whom  ha 
Was  acquainted,  laid  out  10,000^  within 
the  last  four  years,  in  improvements  on  a 
Bishop's  kase.  He  could  further  statej 
that,  in  the  county  he  represented,  gentle 
men  had  built  houses,  and  pknted  demesnes 
on  Bishops'  lands  |  and  would  it  be  fair  or 
just  to  make  those  gentlemen  pay  a  second 
time  for  such  improvement  ? 

Mr.  Ilalcomhe  thought  great  injustice 
would  be  done  if  the  ckuse  were  permitted 
to  remain  as  it  then  stood. 

Mr.  0'  Cmnell  said^  be  knew  aa  iastaaei 
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of  a  case  at  Rathmines,  near  Dublin^  where 
a  man  took  six  acres  of  ground,  for  which 
he  paid  6/.  an  acre^  and  he  renewed  every 
year.  He  laid  out  15>000/.  in  building 
houses  upon  the  ground.  Now,  according 
to  the  clause  as  it  stood,  he  would  have  to 
pay  XSfOQOL  again  for  having  turned  fields 
into  houses.  Would  any  man  say,  that  was 
just  ? 

Mr.  Estcaiirt  thought  the  question  de- 
pended very  much  upon  the  fact,  whether 
the  custom  of  the  Bishops  in  renewing  was 
universal  or  not ;  and  he  should  be  glad  to 
hear^  more  particularly,  how  the  matter 
stood  from  his  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Shaw. 

Mr.  Shaw,  in  reply  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  (Dr.  Lushington)  said, 
that  the  learned  Gentleman  had  stated, 
with  tolerable  accuracy,  the  course  of  deal, 
ing  between  the  Bishops  and  their  tenants 
in  Ireland.  The  Bishops  dealt  with  them 
on  the  fairest  and  most  liberal  terras,  not 
raising  their  rent  from  any  casual  rise  even 
as  r^irded  the  beneficial  money  interest 
which  tenants  might  enjoy  under  them— 
but,  in  no  instance  were  they  in  the  habit 
of  charging  the  tenant  for  ornamental  im- 
provements, or  the  erection  of  buildings  on 
their  property.  It  was  but  reasonable,  then, 
that  the  same  rule  should  be  observed  by 
the  Commissioners,  in  respect  of  the  pur- 
chase of  the  perpetuity,  as  had  been  ob- 
served by  the  Bishop  in  respect  of  the 
renewal  of  the  lease — otherwise  the  tenant 
who  had  improved  would  be  in  worse  cir- 
cumstances than  the  one  who  had  neglected 
his  property.  The  person  who  had  ex- 
pended capital  upon  the  faith  of  the  Bishop's 
not  taking  advantage  of  the  improvement 
it  produced,  would  have  to  pay  over  again, 
in  the  way  of  purchase,  to  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  increased  value  of  the  pro- 
perty which  his  own  expenditure  had  cre- 
ated, while  the  very  negligence  and  care- 
lessness of  his  neighbour  in  having  allowed 
his  property  to  deteriorate,  would,  in  the 
same  proportion,  lessen  the  amount  of  his 
purchase  money  — and  this  without  the 
Commissioners,  in  the  performance  of  their 
public  duty,  having  the  power  to  take 
these  circiunstances,  and  the  former  prac- 
tice, which  had  universaUy  prevailed,  into 
account,  unless  such  an  Amendment  as  was 
now  proposed  vested  in  them  that  discre- 
tion* He  would  remind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  too,  that  the  principle  he  (Mr. 
Shaw)  was  contending  for  was  reoogniised 
in  the  new  provision  ij^  the  Bill,  which 
prevented  the  Commifisioners  charging  for 
past  improvements  in  the  case  of  ^eir  r^ 


ceiving  the  tenants'  leases— why  tJiebtbonld 
it  not  equally  hold  in  the  case  of  puibbase  ? 
It  had  been  observed,  that  there  was  aome- 
thing  stranee  in  Iriidi  Memheiv,  of  varioiis 
opinions,  being  united  on  the  present  occa- 
sion ;  he  confessed  that  it  had  afibrded  him 
much  satis&ction—- because  he  wm  per. 
suaded  that  thev  had  not  united  to  ooofer 
a .  favour  upon  any  particular  daas  or  in- 
terest, but  to  do  no  more  than  aa  act  of 
justice  to  those  tenants  who  had  improved 
their  estates,  under  the  fuU  impresnoB  that 
they  were  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  im« 
provement. 

Mr.  Henry  Graitan  said,  he  held  a  state- 
ment in  his  hand,  signed  by  Messrs  Rohan* 
son  and  Rose,  confirming  the  view  taken 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member. 

Mr.  Abercrombie  said*  that  the  ofaject  of 
the  Amendment  was,  to  transfer  a  large 
portion  of  that  which  was  now  the  property 
of  the  Church  to  a  class  of  persons  who  had 
no  legal  right  to  it.  He  could  not  xooon- 
die  the  statement  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Dublin  that  night  with  what  he  said  on  a 
former  occasion.  That  hon.  and  learned 
Member  said,  some  nights  since,  that  a 
person  travelling  through  Irdand  oould  not 
but  know  church  lands  from  otharsy  they 
were  so  little  improved.  He  thou^t  the 
dause,  as  it  stood,  unob}ectiQiiable,  and  he 
should,  therefore,  oppose  the  Amendment. 

Sir  Robert  Ferguson,  as  a  Member  from 
the  north  of  Ireland,  and  a  holder  of 
Bishops'  lands,  rose  to  make  a  few  obaerva- 
tions.  In  that  part  of  the  country  with 
which  he  was  connected,  he  could  state,  of 
his  own  knowledge,  that  it  was  not  the 
practice  of  the  Bishops,  in  calculating  their 
fines,  to  take  into  account  the  value  of  the 
houses  built  upon  the  land,  and  he  under, 
stood  the  same  practice  prevailed  in  other 
places— «s  in  Annagh.  In  the  counties  of 
Armagh,  Tyrone,  and  Derry,  the  gentry, 
in  a  great  many  instances,  built  houses  and 
planted  demesnes  on  Bishops'  kndv  and  no 
reference  whatever  was  lud  to  the  value 
of  those  improvements  in  calculating  the 
fines.  All  that  was  sought  by  the  Amend- 
ment was,  that  if  such  a  practioe  ooidd  be 
establidied,  to  let  the  tenants  have  the 
benefit  of  it. 

Lord  Oxmaniown  declared  that,  with  the 
exception  of  one  hon.  Memher»  ha  had  had 
no  communication  with  any  other  oi  the 
suWect  of  his  Amendment. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  Amend- 
ment :  Ayes  %5 ;  Noes  49-— Majority  S& 

The  Clause,  as  funended»  was  osdered  to 
stand  put  of  die  Bill« 
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On  Qflnie  147  being  read, 

Mr.  Secretaiy  Stanley  tsaid,  that  this 
(d«iiae  was  one  of  those  which  had  been 
objected  to  on  the  score  of  prindple.  When 
thiey  came  to  the  1 10th  Clause  (a  postpon- 
ed one),  he  would  show,  that  the  effect  of 
it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  people  of  Ire. 
land  and  to  the  support  of  the  Protestant 
reHgion.  He  knew,  that  with  respect  to 
the  147th  clause,  in  which  the  disposal  of 
a  aom  of  money  was  concerned,  that  there 
existed  a  great  difference  of  opinion  on  both 
sidea  of  tibe  House,  and  that  there  were 
some  of  his  own  friends  who  objected  to  it, 
as  they  considered  that  it  involved  an  aliena- 
tion ai  Church  property.  The  construe* 
lion  he  put  upon  the  tendency  of  the  clause 
was  very  different,  for  he  did  not  see,  that 
it  involved  in  any  way  the  alienation  of 
that  property.  What  was  bona  jide  the 
property  of  the  Church  was  not  at  all 
touched.  There  was,  he  knew,  both  in 
that  House  and  out  of  it,  a  strong  feeling 
with  respect  to  the  alienation  of  Church 
property.  They  would  have  to  consider 
what  would  be  the  purchase-money  arising 
out  of  the  sales  of  perpetuities — whether 
the  surplus  would  amount  to  any  large  ex- 
tent, and  to  see  how  it  could  be  applied. 
With  req)ect  to  the  disposal  of  the  money, 
the  Committee  would  recollect,  that  the 
vote  they  had  already  come  to  that  evening 
had  reduced  the  amount  of  the  sum  very 
considerably.  The  clause  relieved  the  peo. 
pie  of  Ireland  of  a  debt  to  the  amount  of 
M0,000^  or  400,000/.,  which  was  the 
first  charge  on  the  purchase-money  of  per. 
petuities*  If  the  Bishops'  lessees  did  not 
avail  themselves  of  the  ofier  held  out  to 
them,  things  would  remain  as  they  were. 
The  surplos^money  alluded  to  in  this 
clause  would  be  applicable  to  certain  par. 
Uamentary  purposes;  but  no  one  could  ex- 
pect, that  it  would  be  applicable  to  the 
Army  or  Navy  Estimates,  or  the  general 
expenditure  of  the  country.  No,  as  nearly 
as  possible  it  vrould  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Protestant  Church-^t  least  to 
purposes  incidental  to  that  Church — ^to  the 
pramotion  of  the  established  religion,  and 
of  education  in  Ireland.  However,  it  might 
be  doubted  whether  any  large  sum  would  be 
reaiiaed;  and  if  not,  the  interference  of 
Pafiiament  with  respect  to  it  would  be  a 
matter  of  no  very  great  importance.  Know* 
ing,  however,  as  he  did,  the  immense  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  the  present 
measure,  feeling  the  folly  of  endangering 
its  pnnciple  fiir  the  acquisition  of  no  prao- 
lioil  rMulti  knowing  tuio  thiit  the  Ion  of 


the  measure  would  be  the  loss  not  only  of 
the  advantages  derivable  from  the  Bill, 
but  would  involve  other  consequences,  to 
which  he  would  not  then  allude,  but  which 
he  was  sure  there  was  no  man  in  that 
House  but  must  deprecate  and  feel  a  strong 
anxiety  to  avoid.  \Cr%e9  ef  "  iVb,  no."]  He 
heard  the  hon.  member  for  Oldham  say  no, 
in  objection  to  his  remark ;  but  he  (Mr. 
Stanley)  thought  he  must  be  the  single 
exception  that  was  to  be  found  in  ue 
House.  [Mr.  OtCcnneU:  There  are  several 
hon.  Members  who  dissent.  At  least  twenty 
said  no.]  He  regretted  to  hear,  that  the 
number  was  so  great  of  those  who  did  not 
look  with  feeUnss  of  alarm  and  anxiety  to 
the  posnble  results  which  might  arise  from 
such  a  conflict  of  hostile  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  the  present  clause.  At  all  events, 
they  were  determined  to  make  no  sacrifice 
of  principle ;  they  would  give  up  nothing 
that  they  were  bound  to  by  prindple,  how- 
ever hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  mi^t  con- 
tend, that  they  were  making  a  sacrifice  of 
principle.  The  words  he  intended  to  sub- 
stitute for  the  words  at  the  end  of  clause 
147  would  not  interiere  with  the  right  of 
Parliament  to  the  suiplus  money,  if  any 
there  should  be.  He  hoped  that  the  good 
feeline  of  the  House  would  sanction  a  de- 
claration that  was  intended  to  lead  to  prac- 
tical results.  The  54th  clause  went  to 
abolish  Vestry-cess,  and  the  produce  of  the 
sale  of  perpetuities  was  intended  to  extin- 
guish Aiture  instalments  of  Vestry-cess, 
and  to  pay  off  the  debts  already  incurred. 
Now,  what  he  proposed  to  do  was  thi^^to 
move  the  omission  from  the  Bill  of  the 
147th  clause  altogether^  and  at  the  same 
time  to  strike  out  from  the  54th  clause  the 
exception  which  related  to  the  perpetuity 
purchase-fund.  This  alteration,  he  be- 
lieved, would  leave  the  question  of  the  sur- 
plus fund  precisely  where  it  was  at  present. 
It  would  be  recollected,  that  a  material 
alteration  had  been  effected  in  the  Bill 
since  its  introduction — he  meant  the  ex- 
emption of  incumbents  from  the  payment 
of  tax,  they  having  no  present  fund  pro. 
vided  for  them  except  that  caused  by  the 
reduction  of  the  sees  of  Deny  and  Water- 
ford.  £ven  in  two  years  it  was  improba- 
Ue  that  the  fund  in  question  could  meet 
the  objects  to  which  it  had  been  proposed 
to  apply  it.  His  object  was  «*  to  make  a 
sacrifice  of  principle ;  and  1.  *efbre,  in 

the  spirit  of  conciliation,  t,  ted  hon. 
Gentlemen  not  to  be  led  astrb  d  not  to 
contribute  to  the  loss  of  the  \  nt  mea. 
sure,  which  inyolyed  ao  snny  h     «U8  eon« 
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aequeneedi  His  object  Wfts  to  incoriKmite 
this  fund,  andy  iti  the  first  iriststioe,  to 
make  it  applicftble  to  Cbutth  purfxraes  in 
pirefereiloe  to  adjr  otfaet. 

Mr.  O'QnnneU  mAf  thst  he  wns  not  disa 
appoilited.  The  right  hda^  Qenttemati 
who  hid  just  addressed  Hie  Committee  iras 
the  same  penltiil  who,  during  the  ptY^rets 
of  the  Coereiro  BiU)  oame  forward  and 
fliatedi  that  the  Ootemmeiit  welt  dhoul  td 
establish  a  gl^t  pritidple  in  the  Chureh 
Temporalities'  BiUv-^that  they  Wfefe  going 
to  open  to  the  peo{Ae  of  Irdiandj  for  the 
first  tifhe,  the  ptospeet  of  beitig  reliered 
fhim  One  of  the  heavy  burthens  which 
oppressed  them,  physically  and  morally,  by 
establishing  the  greilt  principle  that  the 
property  of  the  Chtofch  was  at  the  disposal 
of  Parlidtnetit  When  they  ashed  for  the 
Coercion  Bill  they  said,  that  they  meant  to 
introdoce  another  Measure  With  respect  to 
the  Chureb^  Which  would  make  the  recUr* 
rence  of  disturbonees  impossible,  b^  rea 
itioving  their  ^causeSj-^they  came  to  tJw 
Befornted  Parliamehti  to  the  Reprfesenta^ 
tires  of  th6  people  Of  England^  and  said  t 
"  We  ask  yod  for  unconstitutional  m^a^ 
suras,  but  at  the  sanie  time  be  convinced,  that 
we  are  about  td  establish  a  great  ahd  im- 
portant principle  of  relief,  and  we  will 
stand  or  fall  by  both  measures."  Who 
talked  of  collision  then  ? — ^who  talked  then 
of  shrinking  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said,  the  cons^uence  of  the  rejection  of  the 
Bin  would  be  to  be  deplored.  They  might 
be  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman^  but  they 
wouM  not  l^  the  cbuntry.  Many  a  tim^ 
wheiii  during  the  discussion  on  the  Goer, 
cion  Bill,  he  taunted  the  hon.  Members  Op^ 
posite  with  "  Up  serrice,"  with  respect  to 
Irelatid,  the  rfeply  he  received  wasi  *'  We 
are  aeting  harshly  now,  it  is  true^  but  we 
are  abbut  to  establish  a  great  ininciple, 
which  will  meet  the  tnost  anxious  wishes 
Of  the  Irish  iieople."  The  right  hun«  Gcn« 
tinman  did  not  pcHiaps  suy^  but  many 
others  On  this  side  of  the  House  did:  *'  We 
are  going  to  establish  a  principb,  the  result 
of  whii£  will  be,  that  the  people  of  Ire- 
laild  shall  not  be  taxed  for  the  sijpport  of  a 
Churoh  to  which  they  io  not  belongt"  Many 
had.  Meihlierawent  even  further  than  that, 
and  saidi  that  it  was  an  absorditjf^  to  main* 
tain  a  chucchi  Without  a  flook.  Where  ware 
thosa  hon.  Members  now  ?  Wobld  they 
vote  with  the  right  hon.  G^tleman? 
Would  they  allow  we  Irish  Members  to  go 
back  to  Ireland,  atid  slate  that  such  had 
been  the  conduct  of  the  House  of  Com- 
meoi  ?    No^  he  would  niil  antietpatt  that 


they  would  be  guilty  of  sUcih  base  trickcty, 
fbr  he  oedled  O^  to  witness  it  would  be  ihe 
basest  act  whifeh  a  natioiud  assembly  ever 
perpetrated.  He  would  not  eoodeacseBd  to 
talk  about  the  probability  of  thetobaagi  no 
6iU-plus->^h<i  Would  not  nidhe  it  a  qtteataoii 
of  pounds,  shillings^  laid  peHte:  m  eoa* 
tended  foi-  tho  eatablithinent  of  ttas  ghnil 
prindplo  that  Chufliih  pnmahy  was  ft»  tfae 
dispMl  of  PitlHsABnt.  U  was  npbn  the 
fUth  of  astbblishing  that  principle  ahal 
Minbters  carried  the  Cdercien  BilL  *He 
had  heard  during  the  weidc  various  r^nnti 
-^'amongst  other  tlniigs  it  had  fatcto  said 
that,  in  another  platoi  the  most  valiani 
soldier  the  world  ever  produoed  had  riurtmk 
from  an  anticipated  tantest'*«^hat  he  had 
avoided  a  collision— that  having  taken  osia 
fhlse  position  he  was  unwilling  Io  take 
another^  It  Was  now  seed  who  had  thrunk 
from  the  eollition.  If  thfe  fact  were  wriMeii 
upon  the  wall  in  v^ords  of  fira,  li  cotild  not 
be  ttiore  legllda  Minittcrs  had  aatirifleed 
their  prindples  in  order  to  keep  Ikmt  {daeea ; 
bufc  when  their  ptinei|des  were  gone  what 
Was  the  value  of  their  places.  Oh  ah^iie ! 
Would  the  high-minded  gentry  and  no* 
bility  of  England  surround  the  Mioiaters 
now,  after  sUch  a  flagrant  idnndonnient  of 
principle?  He  appealed  to  the  House — 
he  appealed  to  the  codnnon  sense  of  Mem* 
beriH^-ey,  and  he  appecded  firdra  that  ^loi 
to  the  British  nation)  and  called  updn  tbem 
not  to  lend  themselves  to  such  a  tiaundcas 
proceeding.  The  only  beOefil  which  the 
people  of  Ireland  were  tidw  to  exfteei  fiftne 
the  Bill  was  the  abolition  of  the  vastrjr  obssf 
but  iipon  thai  point  nothing  was  yei 
settled,  and  if^  indeed,  it  wme^  theva  would 
be  no  seotirity  for  the  plan  being  carried 
idto  effect,  for  What  the  Govermneat  d^ 
termined  on  one  day  they  lihandoned  the 
next«  With  the  exception  of  the  Vcatry** 
cess,  the  Bill  did  not  piupuse  to  redlioe  the 
burthens  of  the  people  of  Ireiaild  a  singk 
shilling*  It  was  true  that  the  number  of 
Protestant  prdates  i^re  to  be  tadueed ; 
tile  Grevemment  knocked  doWn  Bishopa  aa 
they  would  nine  jiins.  What  did  lie  or 
what  did  the  people  bf  Irdaiid  eare»  aheut 
the  namber  of  Bilhotw  P  He  did  not  %iik 
to  overturn  the  Plfotesfcaat  religian«  Tkd 
Catholies  had  twenty-ioemi  BitlmpSt  aad  he 
was  quite  content  that  thd  ?mUMmm 
should  have  aa  nadyi  pcwided  thiqf  would 

Siy  for  ihem.^  The  reduetiott.  of  teia 
ishops,  however,  woUld  not  lighten  tbe 
burthens  of  the  Iridi  peoele  ie  the  eslent 
of  one  shilling.  Ministers  last  yeHu  iMgcd 
themadveii  to  eatin^ish  tilbw    Thia  wai^ 
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to  be  fturei  flflerwurds  mddifled,  and  the 
Od^ernmcrtit,  by  means  of  emplityitig  horse, 
fbot^  and  tttillerjr,  collected  12,00(U.  at  a 
ctMt  of  \5i,W0L  That  was  their  mode  of 
«MiltfOidiili^  llthetfj  and  ilow^  after  they 
kad  ^odgid  themftfelvei  to  the  great  priii^ 
ciple  oontamed  in  ihe  Bill,  thjnr  shrunk 
IhMa  cMfrylttff  it  Into  efibet  lite  piln- 
cifito  Wlrtch  if liditen  now  turned  their 
bMkn  tipim  Wftt  that  of  pkoittg  the  Chureh 
pfOfist¥f  m  Ifddtid  Onoer  the  dominion  of 
the  Parfiameht  whidi  had  ai?eh  it  away 
beAife.  No  man  would  tay^  that  the  Church 
lymJifHy  in  Indand  lAned  to  the  Protestant 
Atwbllshinent  by  the  assent  of  a  eonvocation 
of  «let^.  No  I  it  was  taken  away  frtim 
the  Catholid  church  by  the  strong  hand  of 
pvwer*  The  Bill  proposed  to  sanction  the 
prioc^  thilt  Parllftment  should  reassume 
oomittlon  over  that  property^  and  Ministers 
shrunk  from  carrying  the  Bill.  They 
mtAe  their  apology ;  but  it  wodld  not  be 
auApiodi  Let  them  carry  their  apology  to 
Carhoni^tiRiDe;  but  thoy  had  dono  so  al- 
i««dyi  and  It  was  accepted^  He  would 
rcenid  his  tote  against  the  third  reading  of 
tbfe  B91|  and  he  r^podiiited  it  on  the  pan 
of  the  people  of  Ireland. 

Mr«  Secretary  Stanley  expressed  his 
surprise  ul  the  tone  Of  indignation,  teal  or 
assumed,  in  which  the  hon*  member  for 
Dublin  had  addressed  the  Committee.  The 
hon.  Member  stated,  that  Government  had 
fdedged  theaMeWes  to  carry  two  measures, 
orte  Ibr  the  nstomtion  of  tranquillity  in 
Ireland,  and  the  other  for  the  reform  of 
tlw  Irisb  Church.  The  hon.  Member  al. 
vrwjn  eonteoded  that  the  two  measures 
mMsl  be  considered  in  the  nature  of  a  com* 
piOMiiR,  one  i^nst  the  other^  and  ought, 
thefefore^  to  proceed  pari  paent,  Oorem* 
B^lii  disidahned  the  notion  of  a  comptomise, 
but  4iey  fdedoBd  themselves  to  the  support 
and  carrying  n  the  Coercion  Bill ;  and  they 
also  ]dedged  themselves  to  the  support  and 
estfyiiig  of  the  Church  Temporalities  Bill, 
aad  1^  those  pledges  they  wero  prepared  to 
standi  Notwithstanding  the  mocking  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposile,  he  repeated  that 
by  tfaoee  pledges  tney  were  prepared  to 
stead.  He  be^ed  leave  to  ask  hon.  Mem- 
befs  Whether  the  Coercive  BOl,  sinoe  he 
nast  piaee  in  juxtifioiritioli  two  measures 
whMi  had  no  comiexioh  with  each  other, 
wae  cMffvM  thimigh  that  Homo  in  sdl  its 
iulsgiiliy  as  h  Was  Ihtroddced  in  the  House 
of  liOras^  Hon.  Metnibers  might  laiipt; 
bttt  wonld  they  deily  the  fact }  ^Vhtfn  the 
Bill  was  rMuniid  to  the  House  of  Lords 
WflRrnn  Minisleii  actually  charged  with 


delodili|(  those  who  had  supported  it  when 
introduced  thetc  by  lidving  conselited  to  its 
being  stripped  of  some  of  the  most  efficient 
clauses    in    it?     By   pcrsdns  who    were 
strongly  opposed  to  the  Government  on  tme 
side,  as  the  hon.  Member  wds  on  the  other 
(and  that  was  nying  a  great  deal)  It  was 
stated,  thai  thtf  Bill  had  been  returned  in 
soch  a  shape  as  to  be  scarcely  worthy  of 
support    Did  the  hott.  Membeif  Uiett  attuse 
Ministers  of  basely  tmckling  and  sacrifldng 
theit  ptinoiples  in  otder  to  retain  iheir 
plaoes^      When    Midisttfrs   aocepted    the 
modifications  which  werto  p^dfibted  from 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  they  heard 
none  of  the  clamour  which  was  now  raised. 
He  admitted  the  Government  were  pledged 
to  the  most  important  details  of  the  present 
measure,  btit  the  hon.  Member  bid   no 
right  to  dmrge  them  with  sacrificing  tiieir 
pruidples  in  order  that  they  mi^  retain 
their  ^ases.     The  hon*  Member  said^  that 
Uie  Bill  was  good  for  nothing  unless  it 
established  a  principle  which,  to  the  eitent 
to  which  he  would  carry  it.  Would  strip 
the  Church  of  Ireland  of  the  whole  of  its 
poBsessiotis^  and  enable  Parliament  to  do 
what  they  pleased  with  thcm«    Gentlemen 
might  entertain  what  opinions  they  pleased 
upon  that  point,  but  he  begged   to  state 
that  this  was  not  the  principle  u|iDn  which 
the  Bin  was  introduced.     It  might  be  the 
principle  which  made  the  Bill  acceptable  to 
the  hon.  Member ;  hot  with  all  respect  to 
him  the  Bill  was  not  introduced  with  the 
view  of  pleasing  him.     The  Bill  was  intro« 
duoed  for  the  purpose  of  eflecting  a  sub- 
stantial Reform,  and  that  it  woilU  effect. 
["  No,  none  at  alL"^    What !  noUe  at  all  > 
Had  not  the  House  heard  the  mtfnnet  ill 
which  the  Vestry*cc8S  had  been  spoken  of  P 
Hod  dot  the  levying  of  money  from  on  ei« 
dusively  Catholic  population  by  an  exdu. 
sively   Protestant    vestry  been  constantly 
spoken  of  as  the  great  grievance  of  the 
people  of  Ireland?     Tithes  had  always 
been  represented  as  the  less  grievance,  as 
less  odious  tolthe  people  than  tlie  Vestryu^ess. 
["  No.*^    He  siud  yes,  and  he  would  show 
the  reason  why  the  case  must  be  soi    The 
burthen  of  tithes  was  itiddent  to  pioperty, 
and  was  taken  with  it ;  besides,  it  could 
not  be  caprfekmsly  incieased,  and  wos  fixed 
upoti  the  property  of  Protestants  as  well  oa 
Catholm      The    VestryHsesi^    bowevmri 
stood  upon  a  totidly  diflfinent  fbdndalion  ; 
it  was  an  arbitrary  assessment  made  by  an. 
exclusively  Protestant  vestty  upon  an  ex- 
dusively  Cathidic  population.     Therefore 
this  burthen  was  oMire  objectionable  to  tbv. 
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Catholics  than  tithcfl,  which  if  not  paid 
under  that  very  name,  would  be  paid  in  the 
shape  of  rent.  From  the  Vestry-cess, 
amounting  to  70,000/.,  and  from  all  the 
litigation  which  accompanied  it,  the 
Catholic  population  would  be  relieved  by 
the  Bill.  He  could  not  understand  how 
the  hon.  Member  proposed  that  the  Vestry- 
Cess  should  be  got  rid  of,  except  by  this  Bill, 
which  God  forbid  he  should  have  the  power 
of  throwing  out.  The  repeal  of  the  Vestry- 
cess,  however,  was  not  the  only  relief  which 
the  Bill  afforded  to  the  people ;  the  sum  of 
between  S00,000iL  and  400,000/.  chargeable 
upon  the  Catholic  population  of  Ireland  for 
the  next  twenty-years  was  taken  away — 
was  entirely  removed.  The  object,  however, 
for  which  the  Bill  was  introduced  was  not 
only  to  satisfy  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  but 
to  render  the  Protestant  Church  in  that 
country  more  efficacious.  As  a  Protestant, 
he  desired  to  see  a  Reform  of  the  Irish 
Churchy  with  a  view  of  increasing  its 
efficiency.  The  hon.  Member  said,  that  the 
Catholics  did  not  care  whether  there  were 
twenty-seven  or  thirteen  Bishops.  It  migh  t 
he  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the  hon. 
Member,  but  to  him  and  the  House  it  ap- 
peared that  no  money  should  be  unneces- 
sarily expended  in  keeping  up  what  he  could 
not  help  thinking  an  overgrown  staff  for 
Churcli.  The  revenues  of  the  Church 
might  be  better  applied  to  the  relief  of  the 
parochial  clergy  by  the  augmentation  of 
their  livings — to  the  building  of  churches, 
without  any  charge  on  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland.  These  objects  were  provided  for 
by  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  Bishops, 
and  therefore  that  measure  was  an  object 
of  importance  to  him,  though  it  might  not 
be  to  the  hon.  Member.  To  maintain  the 
respectability  of  the  Protestant  Church,  and 
to  insure  the  due  performance  of  its  duties, 
was  the  principle  upon  which  the  Bill 
had  been  introduced,  and  on  which  it  had 
been  supported.  That  principle  they  were 
bound  to  maintain,  as  they  had  maintained 
the  principle  of  the  Coercion  Bill.  By 
both  measures  they  were  prepared  to  stand 
or  fall,  and  they  would  not  be  deterred  from 
taking  the  course  which  they  conceived  to 
be  best  calculated  to  secure  the  efficiency  of 
the  Bill,  and  to  give  peace  and  happiness 
to  the  country,  by  any  such  taunt  as  had 
that  night  been  thrown  out  against  them, 
and  which  he  would  not  condescend  to 
reply  to. 

Mr.  GComull  said,  that  what  he  had 
stated  on  the  subject  of  the  Vestryu^ess 
Wtt8|  dwt  he  did  not  know  what  the  Go- 


vernment intended  to  do  upon  the  subject, 
as  the  clause  relating  to  it  had  been  with* 
drawn.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  bow- 
ever,  had  cautiously  avoided  meeting  him 
upon  the  point  to  which  all  his  observatioos 
were  directed — namely,  the  abandopment  of 
the  great  principle  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  said,  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  was  more  con- 
versant with  the  intentions  of  Government 
upon  that  subject  than  any  one  else  could 
be.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member  was 
perfectly  aware  that  the  clause  had  been 
postponed  in  order  that  his  own  opinioa^  as 
a  lawyer  might  be  taken  upon  it,  and  lie 
(Mr.  Stanley)  had  no  doubt  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  would  not  now  deny- 
that  he  had  been  for  some  days  in  the 
fullest  consultation  with  the  Government 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  clause  should 
be  framed. 

Mr.  OConneU  said,  that  the  part  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech  which  had 
been  cheered,  was  that  in  which  he  said 
that  he  (Mr.  O'Connell)  had  been  "  in  the 
fullest  consultation  with  the  Government.*' 
He  (Mr.  O'Connell)  did  not  deny,  that  lie 
had  been  in  consultation  with  them ;  but 
would  the  right  hon.  Secretary  say,  that 
anything  definite  had  been  agreed  on? 
He  (Mr.  O'Connell)  denied  that  anything 
had  been  agreed  on  upon  that  subject ;  but 
with  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  sur- 
plus revenues  of  the  Church,  he  would  say 
than  that  part  of  the  Bill  was  definitively 
agreed  on. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  in  this  discussion 
there  was  room  more  for  sorrow  and  regret, 
than  for  anger ;  for  never  was  a  Govern- 
ment reduced  to  a  juncture  such  as  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  that  ni^t  reduced 
themselves  to.  He  would  put  it  to  the 
noble  Lord,  what  security  the  House  or  the 
country  had  that  the  Government  meant  to 
carry  thator  any  other  Bill  which  they  might 
introduce  other  than  that  which  he  had 
given,  that  they  should  stand  by  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  present  Bill?  The  noble 
Lord  had  given  his  pledge  that  the  Go* 
vemment  would  stand  or  fall  by  that  Bill. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated  that 
the  present  clause  was  not  one  of  the 
principles  of  the  Bill.  But  what  he 
would  ask,  was  to  be  considered  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Bill,  but  those  provisions 
which  were  laid  down  by  the  Government 
as  part  of  the  measure  ?  These  provisions, 
as  stated  by  the  noble  Lord,  the  Govern- 
ment were  bound— were  pledged  as'  men  of 
honour— >to  maintain ;  or  they  were  bouod^ 
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in  oonaequence  of  those  pLedgeVi  to  retire 
from  office.  Nay^  xnpre^  it  was  stated  by 
the  noble  Lord,  that  as  the  situation  of 
Ireland  was  such  as  to  require  so  harsh  a 
measure  as  the  Coercion  Billj  the  Church 
Reform  Bill  would  be  brought  forward  in 
conjunction  with  it,  in  order  to  heal  the 
evils  which  had  brought  Ireland  to  that 
state.  There  were  two  principles  (as  he 
understood)  to  be  established  by  that  Bill ; 
the  one  was  the  Reformation  of  the  Church 
of  Ireland — the  other  and  the  principal 
point  on  account  of  which  alone  he  and  many 
other  Gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  House  had 
supported  it  was,  that  it  admitted  that  the 

J  property  of  the  Church  might  be  alienated 
or  public  purposes.  The  Government  had 
then  defended  the  admission  of  these  most 
important  principles,  and  the  noble  Lord 
had  even  stated,  that  the  measure  would 
place  3,000,000/.  sterling  at  the  disposal  of 
Parliament,  to  be  applied  to  pubfic  pur- 
poses. The  Government  now  attempted 
to  chance  their  former  opinions,  and  to 
retract  their  words ;  but  those  words  were 
written^  and  were  known  to  the  public ; 
and  it  would  be  for  the  public  to  judge  of 
such  conduct  For  his  part,  he  would  say, 
that  it  showed  the  most  lamentable  desertion 
of  previous  pledges,  the  greatest  want  of 
firmness,  and  was  a  disgraceful  breach  of 
public  faith.  Could  they,  as  men  of  honour, 
retain  that  honour  if  they  did  not  redeem 
the  pledge  which  they  had  given  to  the 
country,  of  either  retiring  or  carrying  the 
Church  Reform  Bill.  He  had  stated,  when 
the  Coercion  Bill  was  before  the  House, 
that  the  Tories  themselves  had  never  ven- 
tured to  bring  forward  a  measure  which 
violated  the  Constitution  so  outrageously 
as  that  which  was  then  brought  torwanl 
by  the  Whig  Government ;  but  the  excuse 
always  urged  was,  that  they  intended  to 
bring  forward  a  measure  of  Church  Reform, 
which  would  nullify  the  effect  of  the 
Coercion  Bill.  He  admitted,  that  the 
abolition  of  Vestry-cess  was  one  of  the 
principles  of  the  Bill,  although  in  that  he 
was  sorry  to  find  he  differed  with  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  below  him.  But  of 
what  value,  he  woyld  ask,  was  that  in 
comparison  to  the  advantages  expected  by 
Ireland  from  the  measuie?  The  noble 
Lord  had  stated  it  to  be  about  60,000/. 
a-year,  but  he  (Mr.  Hume)  was  ready  to 
show  that  the  benefits  to  be  derived  was 
no  more  than  27,000/.  A\id  was  that  the 
advantage  which  Ireland  expected  from 
this  measure?  The  right  hon.  Secretary 
for  (be  Colon{ea  htA  ^totedi  th»t  tltere  wm 


ft  strong  feeling  both  in  this  House  and 
in  the  country  against  alienating  the  prou 
perty  of  the  Church  of  Ireland.  He  did 
nQt  know  what  it  might  be  in  the  society 
in  which  the  right  hon.  Secretary  moved^ 
but  he  knew  that  in  the  country  generally 
the  proposition  was  hailed  as  the  establish, 
ment  of  a  proper  principle  on  the  subject  of 
Church  property.  When  the  measure  was 
brought  forward,  the  noble  Lord  had  stated, 
that  he  would  put  down  ten  of  the  Irish 
Bishops.  He  saw  no  principle  on  which 
the  noble  Lord  could  have  fixed  u|x>n 
that  number,  and  had  therefore  jissisted 
him  with  one — ^namely,  that  as  four  Bishops 
were  found  to  be  sufficieut  to  do  all  the 
duties  incumbent  on  them  as  Irish  Bishops 
in  Parliament,  the  same  number  would  be 
sufficient  to  perform  the  other  ecclesiastical 
duties.  He  stated  this  merely  to  show, 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  were  its 
principles,  and  its  only  principles.  They 
now  found  that  the  Government  shrunk 
from  some  of  the  most  material  of  those 
provisions,  and  they  could  not  know  whether 
any  more  were  to  be  changed  or  not.  What 
right  had  the  Government  to  suppose  that 
the  clause  would  be  thrown  out  elsewhere  ? 
They  had  found,  no  doubt,  that  there 
would  be  a  majority  against  them  in  the 
House  of  Lords;  and  finding  that  there 
was  no  other  way  of  keeping  their  pledge 
of  standing  by  the  Bill,  but  by  yielding 
that  point,  they  had  yielded  it  They 
were  afraid  to  go  before  the  public  and  say, 
that  they  had  done  aU  they  could  to  carry 
the  measure,  but  that  the  majority  of  the 
House  of  Lords  was  against  them,  and 
that  there  was  no  other  way  of  carrying 
it  but  by  their  support.  They  were  afraid  to 
do  so ;  but  if  they  did,  they  would  tlien 
redeem  the  pledge  which  they  had  given  of 
standing  or  falling  by  the  measure.  The 
Government  now  said,  that  the  probable 
result  of  such  a  clause  was  to  be  deprecated ; 
but  he  would  say,  that  if  that  House  sup- 
ported it — and  it  had  hitherto  been  well 
supported  by  the  House — ^he  saw  no  reason 
why  it  should  be  now  changed.  Since  tlie 
14th  of  Februarv,  when  the  noble  Lord 
brought  forward  the  measure,  the  country 
and  the  House  had  supported  it ;  and  not- 
withstanding that,  the  Government  now 
shrunk  in  alarm  from  the  opposition  of  the 
other  House.  They  deserted  their  duty 
and  their  honour  to  preserve  their  places. 
Perhaps  it  might  not  be  so,  but  it  appeared 
so  to  him.  He  hoped  that  the  majority  of 
tlie  I  louse  which  hail  voted  for  the  Bill  as 

introdupedi  would  not  retraet  tbiit  o|iioioii« 
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He  trusted  tliat  the  same  minority  wouI3 
now  reject  t|ie  mutilated  BiU  altogether. 
It  was  a  mere  mockeryi  and  the  House 
and  the  eountiv  had  been  duped  by  the 
Ministry.  Their  conduct  was  a  cause  of 
deep  sorrow  and  regret  to  him|  and  all  he 
could  do  was^  to  object  to  the  withdrawal 
of  the  Clause^  andj  if  it  were  withdrawiii 
to  vote  fbr  the  rejection  of  the  whole  Bill. 
Mr.  Macaulay  was  not  aware,  when  he 
entered  the  House,  of  the  course  which 
Government  meant  to  pursue  upon  this 
occasion,  but  he  fully  approved  of  it.  Some 
hon.  Members  seemed  to  think  that  Go- 
vernment had  come  forward  with  the 
principle^  that  whenever  there  was  a  surplus 
arising  out  of  a  new  arraneement  of  Church 
property,  Parliament  woiud  have  a  right  to 
deu  with  it  as  they  thought  fit.  He  had 
not  the  least  hesitation  in  saying,  that  this 
was  a  principle  yAdek  he  (ndivlduaily 
jidv^cated,  and  therefore  he  ought  to  he 
considered  an  impartial  witness  when  he 
stated,  that  not  only  was  that  principle  not 
advanced  by  the  noble  Loiid,lhe  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  when  he  brought  the 
question  forward,  but  it  was  distinctly 
repudiated  by  him.  The  noble  Lord  dis- 
tinctly declared,  that  whatever  his  private 
opinion  might  be,  the  right  of  Parliament 
to  deal  with  Church  property  was  a  ques. 
tion  reserved  and  postponed.  Were  hon. 
Members  aware^  that  it  had  always  been 
denied  that  ^the  surplus  was  Church 
property?  He  (Mr.  Macaulay)  appeided 
to  both  sides  of  the  House  if  such  was  not 
the  statement  made  hf  the  noble  Lord? 
The  Government  had  declared,  that  they 
did  not  consider  the  surplus  fund  arldng 
iVom  Bishops*  leases  as  Church  property. 
Whether  they  were  right  or  wrong  in 
saying,  that  it  was  not  Ctiurch  property  he 
would  not  take  upon  himself  to  say,  but  he 
would  say  that,  in  proposing  that  that 
surplus  should  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
Parliament,  to  be  a|ip1ied  to  secular  pur- 
poses, they  neither  declared  whether  eccle. 
siasdcal  property  ehould  be  applied  to 
secular  purposes  or  not,  for,  in  so  disposing 
of  it,  they  had  oonsidered  it  as  not  eodesi- 
astical.  He  would  venture  to  say,  that  no 
member  of  the  CaUnet  supported  the  Bill 
on  the  principle  that  Church  property  was 
at  the  disfiosHl  of  Parliament.  He  himself 
considered  the  question  suspended  till  the 
surplus  should  have  actually  arrived.  To 
say,  that  Ministers  were  abandoning  a 
principle  was  absurd.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, and  seeing  that  neither  money  nor 
|he  principle  of  the  Bill  was  sacrificed  by 


the  alteratimi  proposed  in  tliii  0amm»  be 
hoped  the  House  would  not  o^Mse  the 
ohange. 

Mr.  Harvey  said,  it  was  some  eimdan 
to  inferior  minds  to  find  that  tlie  wswt 
^leadid  talents  werenot  rafllcieRt  to  •Bable 
sophistry  to  beguile  a  single  nmi  mhn 
attended  to  facts.     How  any  mail  with 
even  a  tithe  at  the  understanding  poaaened 
by  the  hon.  Member  who  spolie  laat  eouM 
expect  to  lead  the  House,  having  thadaofie 
before  them,  to  the  interpretation  whieh  lie 
put  upon  it,  it  was  difficult  to  imagina  ? 
What  said  the  clause  f     ^*  And  the  surpicis 
of  the  said  monies  acoruing  to  the  credit  of 
the  said  Commissioners  shall  be  applied  to 
such  purposes  as  Parliament  sh^U  hereafter 
appoint  and  direct.*^    Now,  if  that  ekoae 
did  not  give  Farliamant  a  eonteol'  over 
Chnvch  property,  vAkj  was  is  not  rilowaJ 
to  veniMn^    He  vemanbaped  Aal  wbess 
the  nebla  Lord  (Locd  Althorp),  iriMsn  hs 
was  sorry  not  to  see  In  his  oiaoe  biMf^ 
forward    this  measure,    and  eiectad    his 
standard  of  popularity  upon  if  ^  he  eakulated 
that  the  sum  whieh  it  would  pbuia  at  the 
diqiosal  of  a  Ibtpre  Parliament  would  be 
no  less  than  3,oqo,000t  sterling.     It  was 
true  that  tho  vote  which  the  Conmittee 
had  recently  come  to,  and  he  r^ppstted  that 
he  had  not  been  present  upon  thatoeoaBion 
to  add  to  the  minority,  had  eonddeiably 
damaged  the  measure  in  a  financial  point 
of  view  j  and  he  was  much  surpriaed  at 
the  supineness  with  which  Mtnutpsa  iiad 
sufibred  one  of  the  most  valuable  provisums 
of  the  Bill  to  be  dispensed  with,  until  he 
found  that  they  were  prepared  to  afaaadon 
the  great  principlo  pf  the  Bill,  though  that 
had  been  looked  forward  to  even  as  the 
basis  of  tho  Reformation  of  the  Chumh  of 
England,  in  order  to  avoid  the  hostility  (»f 
the  House  of  Lords,     It  had  been  said, 
that  the  hereditary  council  of  the  nation 
had  been  swamped,  but  the  prapnaition  wa^ 
now  reversed  and  the  Commons  of  £ngland 
were  to  be  swamped.     He  congratimted 
the  high*minded  Tories  upon  ha^ng  a 
government  subservient  to  them,  wfailit  at 
the  same  time  they  incurred  no  vaspon»* 
biltty.    The  people  had  been  aneouiagad 
to  expect  EoolesiaBtieal  Reform  aa  one  af 
the  prominent  measures  which  were  to 
grow  out  of  tlie  Reform  which  gained 
Ministers  their  passing,  and  fast  expiring 
po|)ularity.     What  was    the  result  9     In 
the  worst  days  of  Toryism,  when  the  Tories 
sat  on  that  hotbed  of  corruption,  the  Mi- 
nisterial Bench,  nothing  so  paltry  aa  this 
Church  RafoTQi  B^  aver  Sfffang  ffoia.  jn. 
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He  vat  nuMhdupQMdto  ooncuv  with  what 
ftht  lioo*  ncnber  tat  Dublin  hod  nuted 
pespeoting  tha  reduction  of  the  number  of 
BiiiiiHW  He  wm  auqntiid  that  the  Re. 
ppMentetivet  of  the  Chun^  in  that  Houie 
should  view  that  propoiition  with  mich 
apparent  indiffeience.  If  CathoUaim  wa« 
inaking  that  rapid  advance  in  Ireland  which 
■Qne  perionf  believed,  and  othen  regretted^ 
what  was  niore  likely  to  tuetain  the  Pn>- 
teatant  religlan  than  the  exertions  of  the 
Bishops^  He  was  not  surprised,  that 
men  who  weie  changing  their  principles 
with  every  wind  should  laugh  at  the 
expicsaon  of  such  an  cwinion*  Ko  doubt 
they  would  be  as  ready  to  idmndon  the 
Church  as  they  were  the  all>important 

Srinem|e  of  the  Bill,  if  they  thoui^ht  that 
y  so  doing  they  eould  ptetenre  their  piaees. 
As  Iflog  as  they  had  a  FmlaitaDt  Chuif^it 
was  impoitaat  that  its  iniegrity  should  be 
nMtntalnad.  In  bis  opinion  it  would  be 
better  to  letain  the  picsenl  mnnfaer  of 
Bishops  in  Ireland,  with  moderate  stipends, 
who,  hf  eonstant  nssidenee  and  peneveving 
exertiDns,  might  yet  shed  the  light  of 
Frolsetantism  over  that  benighted  isountry. 
He  trusted,  that  the  House  wonld  throw 
out  the  Bill,  which  was  a  mimsterial  de- 
lu«on,  put  forwani  under  the  name  of 
Chuieh  Reform.  There  was  no  one  element 
in  it  which  deserved  to  be  associated  with 
the  tenn    Reform  in  its   comprehensive 


Mr.  SUmUff  rope  to  vindicate,  not  hin^ 
self,  but  the  'Government,  from  a  charge 
which  bad  been  brought  against  them  hy 
the  hen.  Member.  The  h^.  Member  had 
stated,  that  the  Government  had  introduced 
principles  into  the  Bill  to  which  they  had 
pledged  themselves,  and  which  they  afbf« 
waids  abandoned.  The  bon.  and  learned 
member  for  Leeds  had  very  truly  stated, 
that  the  alienation  of  the  property  of  the 
Church  formed  no  part  of  the  principle  of 
the  Bin.  That  had  been  also  stated  by 
himself,  and.  more  distinctly  sUted  by  his 
noble  iriend,  the  Chanoelkw  of  the  Exche* 
miev»  and  he  thoui^t  it  important,  not  to 
the  pnnc^es  of  the  Bill,  but  to  the 
ehaxacter  of  the  Government,  that  the 
House  and  the  country  should  be  set  right 
upon  the  suMect.  He  would  now  reed 
what  the  noble  Loid  had  stated  on  intra* 
during  the  measure.  After  stating  what 
the  pkn  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  was,  he 
prooceded :  '  Now,  I  apprehend,  that  how. 
'  ever  great  the  diflerenoes  of  opinion  may 
'  be  as  to  the  right  of  Parliament  to  apply 
'  thefwaparty  of  thcChuicb  to  the  purposes 


of  the  State,  both  thoie  who  think  that 
th^  have  a  right  to  apply  it  to  such 
purposes,  and  those  who  tnink  they  have 
no  right  so  to  apply  it^^l  will  agree  in 
thinking,  that  the  first  claim  upon  the 
property  of  the  Churdi,  is  the  claim  of 
the  Church  itself.  No  parties  aie  likely 
to  dissent  f?om  this  opinion,  but  thoae 
who  either  think  that  there  ought  to  be 
no  Church  Establishment  at  all,  or  those 
who  think  that  a  different  Chureh  oug^t 
to  be  established  In  Ireland.  With  the  ex. 
caption  of  those  who  entertain  these 
opinions,  it  will  be  generally  agreed,  that 
the  piesent  property  of  the  Church  £a- 
tablishment  ought  to  be  applied  in  the 
first  place  to  the  purposes  which  may  be 
neootsaiy  for  extending  the  benafttaof  the 
Chupch  to  the  people  of  Inland.'*    And 

in  another  part  he  stated,  that:  'The 
flMasnre  I  hare  psonosed  piwvidas  fiw  not 
continuing  tha  acandal  of  pamons  holding 
benefiees  and  focelving  tha  revennca  of  a 
living  when  no  duty  is  peribrmad ;  and 
it  provides  to  as  jpnat  an  entent  aa  is 
practicable  or  adviseaUefor  the  nduetion 
of  the  number  of  the  Irish  hierasoby.  I 
would  also  beg  to  observe,  that  it  does  not 
lay  down  any  abstract  prineipie.  Indeed 
it  is  not  nocesiaiy  to  do  so  for  any  praotioal 
purpose.  It  is  not  noocnsary  now  to  de« 
cide  whether  Parliament  has  or  has  not  a 
right  to  interfere  with  Chuvsh  property. 
As  I  have  already  observed,  all  who  think 
that  there  ought  to  ha  a  Church  Estab. 
lishment  at  all,  must  agree  that  the  Churrii 
has  the  first  claim  to  he  ennsidesed.  But 
when  a  practical  plan  like  this  is  brought 
forward,  it  is  quite  imnecasmry  to  odl 
for  a  determination  on  any  abstract  prin« 
ciple  )  or  to  decide  whether  or  not  Parlia- 
ment has  any  right  to  interfere  with  the 
property  of  the  Church.  The  result  of 
such  a  call  would  be  only  delay  and 
obstruction.  The  plan  which  I  have  now 
detailed  to  the  House  is  what  hiH  Ma{eat3r's 
Ministers  feel  themselves  justified  in  pro- 
poring  at  present  \  without  meaning  to 
preoluie  Parliament  from  considering  the 
future  dispofad  of  Chuidi  property  to 
other  purposes  than  those  of  the  Chureh. 
Whenever  the  purposes  of  the  Chnroh 
are  fully  satisfied,  PtoHiament  my,  if  it 
think  fit,  praoacd  to  the  consideration  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  surplus  ought 
to  be  applied.'t     These  were  the  senti- 

ments  expiessed  by  his  noble  iViend-*-firin. 

*  Hansafd,  (third  seri«»fl)  xv.  p.  568. 
f  UsBwrd,  (tbird  senes)  xv.  p.  6f  a» 
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cipleson  which  the  measure  was  introduced 
— and  he  now  stated  them  to  be  so,  not  in 
his  own  vindication  alone,  but  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  Government.  When  the 
Government  advanced  a  principle,  and 
stated  their  intention  to  stand  by  it,  they 
were  not  inclined  to  shrink  from  their  duty ; 
and  he  would  not  be  doing  justice  to  the 
Government  if  he  did  not  vmdicate  them 
from  the  charges  brought  forward  by  the 
hon.  Member. 

Dr.  Lushinglon  said,  that  during  his 
whole  parliamentary  experience  he  had 
never  heard  a  discussion  in  which  the 
decency  of  parliamentary  language,  or  the 
courtesy  of  public  life  had  been  so  much 
depart^  from.  Neither  had  he  ever  heard 
a  discussion  in  which  the  grossest  and 
basest  motives  and  intentions  were  more 
plainly  attributed  to  a  Government.  He 
would  say  more ;  he  had  never  heard  such 
Lmguase  used  on  an  occasion  where  it  was 
so  totaUy  destitute  of  foundation.  An  hon. 
Member  had  explained,  that  the  surplus 
arising  from  Bisnops'  leases  was  not  consi- 
dered part  of  the  Church  property;  and 
that,  therefore,  the  question  as  to  the  alien- 
ation of  EcdeflUtfdcal  property  had  not 
been  touched.  He  (Dr.  Lushington)  had 
always  been,  and  still  continued,  of  opin- 
ion, that  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  Church, 
af^er  paying  the  clergy,  and  other  Church 
purposes,  ought  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
promotion  of  education.  Nothing  would 
deter  him  from  stating  that  these  were  the 
principles  which  he  held  on  this  subject. 
Was  it  worth  while,  then,  to  enunciate  a 
theoretical  proposition,  when,  by  the  very 
terms  of  the  Bill  itself,  they  were  stripped 
of  the  power  of  carrying  that  proposition 
into  effect.  And  for  what  reason,  he  should 
like  to  know,  were  they  bound  to  conciliate 
one  part  of  Ireland  at  the  cost  of  irritating 
another  ?  He,  at  least,  saw  no  just  ground 
for  giving  this  useless  and  unnecessary 
insult  to  the  Protestants  of  Ireland.  Then 
what  would  be  its  effect  elsewhere  ?  There 
might  be  some  people  in  that  House  desir- 
ous of  calling  in  the  power  of  the  people  to 
annihilate  the  authority  of  another  Assem- 
bly. When  he  saw  the  delight  with  which 
any  proposition  was  hailed  that  seemed  to 
threaten  such  an  event,  he  must  say,  that 
he  did  not  observe  that  fear  of  a  collision 
which  any  man  desirous  of  avoiding  it 
would  wish  to  see,  and  which  could  not 
happen  without  such  consequences  as  all 
men  of  moderation  and  prudence  must 
desiro  to  avoid.      When  there  was  any 

principle  conc^med^  tbtit  by  i\%  conrcsuoa 


would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  country, 
and  when  it  became  absolutely  aeoesaory  lo 
obtain  its  concession,  he  trusted  that  he 
should  be  found,  at  least,  as  firm  in  demand, 
ing  it  as  any  of  those  who  now  appeared 
most  ready  to  rush  into  the  battle.  There 
seemed  to  him  no  such  necessity  now  ;  and 
he,  therefore,  desired  to  avoid  all  irritation 
upon  any  subject  on  which  the  evil  of  that 
irritation  was  not  demanded  by  an  adequate 
necessity,  and  balanced  by,  at  least,  an  equal 
advanta^  He  must  say,  that  Jie  was 
surprised  at  the  ooaduct  of  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers. He  had  heard,  not  merely  during 
this  Session,  but  long  before,  so  much  Kud 
of  the  evils  of  the  Chvuxh-oess,  and  of  the 
benefit  that  Ireland  would  gain  by  its  aboli. 
tion,  that  he  could  not  but  feel  surprised  at 
the  remarks  now  made — remarks*  which,  if 
they  meant  anything,  meant  to  deny  all 
that  had  been  before  said,  and  to  leave  it  to 
be  believed  that  the  abolition  of  the  Church- 
cess  was  of  no  advantage  to  Ireland.  What ! 
was  it  no  advantage  to  abolish  that  which 
had  so  often  and  so  universally  been  the 
subject  of  complaint  ?  Was  it  no  advantage 
to  abolish  two  Archbishops  and  several 
Bishops?  And  was  it  no  advantage  to 
equalize  the  livings,  and  to  give  the  other 
checks  on  the  abuses  of  the  Church  Estulu 
lishment?  After  all  this,  he  must  say, 
that  those  who  made  these  accusations 
ought  first  to  enable  them.selves  to  support 
those  accusations  by  facts,  which  in  this 
instance  he  thought  they  had  nut 'done. 

Mr.  O'Connellsald,  that  his  approbation 
of  the  principle  of  this  Bill  had  been  oft^^n 
quoted  against  him.  What  was  that 
approbation?  He  would  tell  the  House, 
from  the  same  authority  which  had  been 
quoted  against  him,  what  he  had  said  : 
"  He  greatly  approved  of  this  Bill,  because 
it  was  clear  that  it  recognized  a  principle 
which  would  be  applicable  to  all  other 
property  of  the  same  description.*'  He  had 
then  also  stated  ''that  he  supported  the  Bill 
because  it  recognised  the  jight  of  the 
Government  to  look  into  the  state  of  eccle- 
siastical property  hereafter."*  As  to  tlie 
censure  which  had  been  thrown  on  him  for 
the  language  he  had  used  when  he  was 
expressing  his  abhorrence  of  what  he  cotu 
ceived  to  be  a  gross  breach  of  faith,  he 
must,  before  he  bowed  to  that  censure,  be 
convinced  that  the  person  who  uttered  it 
was  entitled  to  sit  in  judgment  on  a  ques- 
tion of  breach  of  faith.  He  h^d  heard  of 
an  hon.  Member  pledging  himself  to  his 

*  UanMrd*s  (third  series)  xvij.  p.  ^77«B. 
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oonstitoents  to  support  a  certain  line  of 
policy,  and  afterwards  voting  in  the  teeth 
of  his  pledges.  That  was  what  he  would 
call  a  «*  breach  of  faith."  '*•  I,"  continued 
Mr.  O'Connell,  **  at  least  never  committed 
such  a  breach  of  faith.  I  never  pledged 
myself  to  support  any  measure^  and  after- 
wards wheeled  round  against  it.  I  say  I 
never  duiink  from  any  of  my  promises  or 
declarations  to  my  constituents  and  coun. 
trymen.  The  repeal  ?  I  deny  it.  I  did 
not  shrink  from  the  repeal  question.  I 
never  pledged  myself  to  bring  it  forward. 
I  defy  any  man  "— 

Mr.  Bemal  spoke  to  order.  He  put  it 
to  the  learned  Gentleman  whether  he  would 
persist  in  these  irregular  observations. 

Mr.  OConnell :  May  I  ask  where  I  am 
ureeuiar? 

Mr.  Bemal:  In  referring  to  the  alleged 
pledges  of  any  hon«  Member  out  of  doors, 
whidi  have  no  reference  whatever  to  the 
measure  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  OConnell  would  bow  to  the  Chair- 
man. 

T>r.  Lushington  said,  that  if  the  learned 
Gentleman  had  alluded  to  him  as  having 
broken  pledges  to  his  constituents^  he  could 
only  tell  him,  that  he  broached  an  assertion 
totally  without  foundation.  He  would  not 
use  harsher  terms  of  denial^  but  would 
simply  and  explicitly  deny,  that  he  had 
given  any  such  pledges  to  his  constituents 
as  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  insinuated. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  he  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  any  part  in  the  warm 
conflict  which  had  arisen,  but  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  stating  the  opinion  he 
had  origmally  entertained  with  respect 
to  this  clause.  He  came  down  to  the 
House  this  evening,  with  the  intention  of 
giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  Amend, 
ment  of  the  hon.  member  for  Newcastle- 
nnder-Line,  that  whatever  surplus  there 
might  be  from  the  improved  vidue  of  the 
Bishops'  lands  should  be  applied  to  the 
purposes  of  the  United  Churches  of  £ng. 
lana  and  Ireland.  The  object  of  that 
Amendment  seemed  to  him  to  be  fully 
answered  by  the  proposition  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  he,  therefore,  supposed 
that  the  hon.  Member  would  not  think  it 
necessary  to  press  his  Amendment.  But 
there  was  one  observation  be  must  notice. 
The  hon.  and  learned  member  for  Dublin 
had  said,  that  this  measure  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  adopted  in  consequence  of 
a  compromise  with  their  opponents.  For 
himself,  he  utterly  disclaimed  all  knowledge 
of  any  such  a>mpromise,  and  he  declared, 
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that  when  he  entered  that  House  this  even- 
ing, he  did  not  know  what  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government.  He  disapproved 
of  all  compromises,  and  he  owed  it  to  the 
Gentlemen  with  whom  he  acted  to  say  they 
did  the  same.  In  giving  his  assent,  there- 
fore, to  any  part  of  the  Bill,  he  was  free  as 
air  as  to  the  rest,  and  in  public  matters 
that  was  the  course  he  should  generally 
pursue.  He  disapproved  of  compromises, 
for  when  once  they  were  made,  they  not 
only  did  not  gain  the  confidence  of  an 
opponent,  but  they  most  certainly  lost  that 
of  the  men  who  had  been  accustomed  to 
follow  and  rely  upon  those  who  made  it. 
He  entirely  approved  of  the  course  the 
Government  had  adopted  on  the  present 
occasion  in  omitting  this  clause,  but  he  did 
not  much  rejoice  in  it,  for  he  was  able  to 
show  that  there  never  would  and  never 
could  be  a  surplus.  The  principle  against 
which  he,  on  another  occasion,  had  protested 
was,  not  that  they  had  no  right  to  apply 
Church  property  to  secular  purposes — for 
he  had  no  occasion  to  dispute  that  point- 
but  that  if  the  Legislature  gave  a  new 
value  to  Church  property,  that  new  value 
belonged  to  the  Church  alone.  But  of  all 
the  extraordinary  propositions  he  had  ever 
heard,  that  of  the  hon.  member  for  Middle, 
sex,  who  was  always  complaining  of  absent- 
eeism, and  who,  nevertheless,  proposed  to 
abolish  all  but  four  Irish  Bishops ;  and  for 
this  reason,  of  all  others,  that  they  were 
entitled  to  sit  in  Parliament  was  the  most 
extraordinary.  That  was  the  way  in  which 
the  hon.  Member  proposed  to  remedy  the 
non-residence  of  the  higher  clergy.  He 
should  say  no  more  now,  than  that  he  sup- 
ported the  proposition  of  the  right  hon.  Gen-* 
tleman  with  respect  to  this  clause ;  but  in 
doing  so  he  did  not  think  himself  pledged 
to  agree  to  any  other  clause  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Gisborne  observed,  that  it  was 
natural  that  Irish  Members  should  wish  to 
be  heard  on  such  a  subject ;  but  he  must 
say  a  few  words,  and  he  thought  that  there 
were  many  English  Members  in  the  same 
situation  with  himself.  Many  of  them  had 
voted  for  the  Irish  Coercion  Bill — he  had 
for  every  clause  of  it,  upon  the  faith  that 
the  Government  would  pass  the  present 
Bill  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  first 
announced.  He  did  not  deny,  that  the  aboli* 
tion  of  the  Church-cess  was  a  relief  to  Ire., 
land;  but  then  this  clause  also  wasa most  im- 
portant feature  in  the  BilL  He  looked  to  it 
without  regard  to  Ministerial  explanations; 
and  he  wished  to  ask  the  Ministry  whetlier 
they  hful  any  more  prospect  of  carrying  it 
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in  anoiber  place,  when  they  iifst  proposed 
It,  than  they  had  at  the  present  moment  ? 
Were  they  the  only  people  in  the  world 
who  did  not  know  that  it  would  he  made 
the  subject  of  a  desperate  struggle  ?  If, 
when  they  proposed  the  Bill,  they  intended 
to  recede  from  this  condition  in  it,  they 
deceived  the  House ;  and  if  they  did  not. 
then  they  were  bound  to  show,  that  the 
circumstances  under  which  they  now  with, 
drew  it  were  different  from  those  under 
which  they  had  first  proposed  it.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  at  first  told  them  tnat 
there  was  a  division  in  the  Cabinet  on  the 
subject  of  the  Church  property,  but  they 
had  at  last  agreed  upon  a  medium  principle, 
which  was  the  one  contained  in  this  clause. 
If  the  Legislature,  by  any  act  of  its  own, 
could  increase  the  value  of  the  Church 
property,  it  had  a  right  to  dispose  of  that 
mcrease.  The  prinaple  must  be  admitted, 
for  how  could  the  Government  have  the 
right  to  interfere  with  the  property  at  all, 
if  it  was  not  State  property  ?  He  did  not 
think  it  was  a  proper  argument  to  addreatf 
to  the  House  of  Commons  of  England,  that 
they  must  recede  from  a  certain  measure, 
because  it  was  possible  that  such  a  measure 
might  produce  a  collision  with  the  other 
House  of  Parliament.  He  knew  not  what 
were  the  chances  of  such  an  event,  but  he 
did  not  think  it  fit  to  be  adduced  as  an 
argument  to  bias  the  Resolutions  of  that 
House.  Neither  could  he  agree  with  the 
argument  that  the  Legislature  could  not 
meddle  with  Church  property,  for  that 
proceeded  on  the  supposition  that  a  finite 
possession  of  property  gave  the  right  of 
making  an  absolute  disposition  of  it,  which 
tvas  absurd;  and  they  could  only  escape 
from  that  to  another,  by  saying,  that  the 
Legislature  had  confirmed  that  disposition, 
for  that  would  go  to  show  that  one  Legis- 
lature could  eternally  bind  all  other  Legis- 
latures. He  hoped  that  the  House  would 
never  agree  to  any  such  proposition ;  and 
for  himself,  he  never  would  consent  to  any 
such  dogma.  He  trusted  that  the  House 
would  not  allow  the  clause  to  be  with- 
drawn. 

Lord  Sandon  thought,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  night  formed  an  ample 
justification  of  the  Ministry  in  withdrawing 
this  clause.  An  opinion  had  gone  abroad 
that  this  clause  involved  the  principle  that 
the  State  had  a  right  to  deal  with  the 
property  of  the  Church.  As  that  was  an 
error,  the  sooner  it  was  corrected  the 
better. 

Colonel  Davies  protested   against    the 


withdrawvl  of  this  ehuwe;  rmt  oiidd  lie 
oonoeive  what  motiveB  had  iiiduoed  it, 
unleis  thera  were  90016  truth  in  oertain 
allegations  whidi  had  been  mtde:  but, 
whatever  weie  those  motives,  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  had  this  night  degraded  theni* 
selves  in  the  eyes  of  the  country.  Hilhoito 
they  had  had  an  obsequious  Houae  of 
Commons,  but  he  trusted,  that  the  Repie- 
sentativQS  of  the  people  of  England  wouU 
no  longer,  for  their  own  sakes,  show  tfaenu 
selves  thus  easily  led.  Ccdlision  trilh  the 
other  House  had  been  spoken  of,  but  were 
they  to  be  frightened  and  to  atultify  theni* 
selves  in  their  best  measux^  by  a  dread 
of  this  kind  }  and  were  they  to  be  deprived 
of  their  best  rights  throii|^  a  fear  of  what 
might  occur  elsewhere?  If  th^  were 
to  have  Tory  measures,  let  them  be  Qarrie4 
under  Tory  hannwrs;  and  if  thia  were  to  be 
the  conduct  of  Government,  h%  for  CNia^ 
should  M  disposed  to  ^ve  his  adheaioo  lo 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  near  him  (Sir  fi* 
Peel).  He  had  never  been  that  ri^^  hon. 
Baronet's  supporter,  but  he  adinire4  his 
talent,  and  believed  that  be  had  tnore  in 
his  head  than  all  the  Ministers  put  to. 
getlier. 

Lord  EbtingloH  had  no  objectian  to  his 
hon.  and  gallant  friend's  expressing  his 
opinion  of  an;^  proceedinn  in  Parliament  in 
the  best  possible  way ;  but  he  thou^i  it 
rather  too  much  of  his  hon.  and  gallattt 
friend  to  state  such  sentiments  of  Minialers 
as  he  had  just  uttered,  after  the  Motion 
of  confidence  in  them  which  his  gallant 
friend  hod  moved  and  carried  the  other 
night  He  agreed  with  the  hon.  member 
for  Derby  in  the  opinions  expreoed  by 
him  with  respect  to  Church  property*  and 
the  power  of  the  Legislature  over  it;  but  it 
should  be  recQlIected  that  his  noble  friend 
(Lord  Althorp),  in  brigging  forward  this 
measure,  had  left  the  question  of  the  ap» 
plicability  of  Church  property  open;  and  m 
no  practical  l)enefit  could  at  present  arise 
from  the  assertion  of  this  .principle*  he 
could  not  see  that  this  was  a  proper  time 
for  doing  so,  as  would  be  the  case  were  the 
clause  persisted  in.  He  should  never  bo 
found  wanting  in  asserting  the  due  rights 
of  the  House  of  Commons  when  a  necessity 
arose  for  vindicating  them,  but  at  present 
there  existed  no  such  necessity,  \nieo  he 
considered  the  benefits  which  would  ariM 
from  the  removal  of  Vestry*cess  and  other 
vexations,  he  roust  say,  that  although  he 
feared  not  collision  with  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  as  the  withdrawal  of 
this  clause  would  not  afi*ect  the  general  be- 
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nefldAl  tendency  oP  tMi  Bill;  lid  thotight 
it  was  not  worth  whOe  hf  retaining  it^  to 
incr^ue  the  elmnced  of  tliat  eolUslon. 

Colonel  Davits  denied,  that  he  could, 
with  tttij  show  of  reason,  be  aedos^  of 
inooniiistencv.  The  Motion  to  which  the 
noble  Lora  nftrred  in  support  of  his 
charge.  Was  Wade  by  him  (Colonel  Davies) 
not  for  the  take  or  the  Government,  but 
for  the  Mike  of  thai  country  which  was 
ao  deeply  interested  in  the  question. 

Mr.  Fergus  (/Cannot  said.  It  was  ex. 
tremeljr  hard  of  Ministers,  after  having 
deluded  the  House  for  two  months,  now  to 
come  down  and  reject  the  only  two  lines 
which  ^ete  worth  anvthing  in  the  whole 
15C  clauses  of  the  Bill.  The  right  hon. 
gfeci^BUry  for  the  Colonies  had  described  this 
ma  well  as  other  Bills,  as  intended  for  the 
security  Of  the  PMestants  of  Ireland.  He 
wtfUld  aal,  then,  whut  Bill  was  thei«  for 
the  peot>le  of  Irelftnd  ?  The  House  had 
better  be  at  once  dissolved  if  they  were  to 
go  On  in  this  Wfty,  and  only  agree  to  what 
miriit  meet  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
of  Lords.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Colonel 
(Colonel  Davies)  was  mistaken  in  saying 
that  Ministers  had  degraded  themselves 
that  night — ^they  hftd  only  added  to  the 
measure  of  their  degradation.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  now  reject  the  Bill  afto. 
gether,  and  it  should  certainly  have  his 
tSeddod  opposition. 

Mr.  Croie,  In  rising  to  offer  a  few 
observations  to  the  House,  felt  it  his  duty, 
In  the  first  place,  to  declare  that  his  recol* 
lection  of  what  had  Mien  from  Ministers 
when  this  Bill  Was  first  brought  ftirward,  en* 
Mrely  ttrincided  with  their  statement  of  what 
then  transpired,  and  it  was  not,  therefore,  on 
that  point  that  he  should  argue  against  the 
otntelon  at  this  ckuse.  He  did  entertain 
an  objection  to  th<?Bill  in  the  first  instance, 
becanse  It  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  go  the 
lengdi  that  the  people  expected  it  Would  go 
towards  rectifying  that  sreat  ecclesiastical 
eoomity  of '  Europe^the  Irish  Church. 
MH  he  fek  anxious  to  support  it,  being 
unwilling  to  signalixe  its  defects,  knowing, 
aft  he  did,  the  difilculties  that  Ministers 
wmiM  have  to  contend  with  in  getting 
h  paasM  Into  a  law ;  but  when  he  found 
that,  defective  as  ft  was,  it  was  to  be 
fenderal  still  tnone  defective  by  being  robbed 
lif  one  of  its  ehlefisst  member»^of  the  only 
p«rt  which  tendered  it  a  decided  benefit  to 
the  oountry**-^he  felt  himself  bound  to  give 
it  his  most  strenuous  opposition,  as  far 
is  retarded  the  withdrawal  of  the  clause  in 
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ation  Was  n\ade  with  a  view  to  its  flivour- 
able  reception  in  another  pUusej  but  he 
would  ask,  what  would  happen  even  if  th* 
House  of  Lords  should  toink  proper  to 
reject  this  Bill.  What  Worse  couM  the 
House  of  Lords  do  than  send  it  baok  to 
them  again  P-«>-and  surely,  then,  It  would 
be  time  enough  to  consider  whether  it  was 
advisable  to  make  these  alterations.  Ho 
contended  that  the  Ministry  were  only 
creating  difficulties  for  themselves;  for, 
after  making  these  iterations  beforehand, 
how  could  they  tell  but  that  the  House  of 
Lords  might  deprive  tibem  of  some  of  the 
most  Valuable  of  the  remaining  clauses. 
He  should  most  strenuously  protest  against 
the  omission  of  this  dausOj  and  if  he  might 
be  permitted,  he  would  rive  a  few  WMa 
of  advice  to  his  Majesty's  Miniatera.  Instead 
of  offinfing  a  few  crumbs  of  refbrm  to  th# 
peoploi  laA  afterwards  endeavouring  to 
pare  down  even  those  few,  he  would  advise 
them  to  give  sudi  measures  as  they  might 
think  Just  and  neoessary,  without  any  re- 
ference  to  what  mioht  be  the  conduct  of 
another  assembly.  He  would  advise  the 
Ministry  to  act  thus^  and  then  leave  that 
other  assembly  to  act  as  It  might  think  fit. 
He  gave  this  advice,  presumuig  that  the 
Ministers  were  willing  to  act  liberally, 
though,  from  the  experienoe  the  oountnr 
had  had,  it  vras  impossible  to  accuse  Mi- 
nisters of  advancing  either  too  fast  or  too 
fkr. 

Mr*  Henrg  Graiian  said,  that  much  had 
lieen  thrown  out  as  to  its  being  an  un« 
constitutional  prooeeding  to  attempt  to 
frighten  the  House  of  Lends,  but  he  felt 
confident  that  it  was  equally  unoonstitu« 
tional  to  attempt  to  terrify  the  House  of 
Commons  with  threats  of  what  might  be 
done  in  the  Lords*  The  avowal  of  the 
right  hon.  Secretary  was  distinctly  this, 
that  part  of  the  produce  of  the  Church 
lands  was  to  be  directed  to  public  purposes, 
or  anv  other  objects  to  which  P&rliament 
should  deem  fit  to  aporopriate  that  propertv. 
This  Was  the  basb  or  their  measure,  and  ne 
called  on  the  House  to  stand  by  this  measure. 
The  people  would  stand  by  them  if  they 
were  not  cowards.  But  the  people  would 
never  stand  by  a  vacillating  Ministry, 
whose  every  measure  di^layed  their  in* 
capacity,  and  tended  to  betray  the  country 
into  a  state  of  unexampled  uncertainty  as 
to  what  was  or  was  not  to  be  conceded  to 
the  public  voice— the  people  of  the  united 
empire. 

Lord  John  Russell  confessed  he  turned 


ld79        Church  Temporalities       {COMMONS} 


(Ireland,) 


1080 


Catholics  than  tithes,  which  if  not  paid 
under  that  very  name,  would  be  paid  in  the 
shape  of  rent.  From  the  Vestry-cess, 
amounting  to  70,000/.,  and  from  all  the 
litigation  which  accompanied  it,  the 
Catholic  population  would  be  relieved  by 
the  Bill.  He  could  not  understand  how 
the  hon.  Member  proposed  that  the  Vestry- 
Cess  should  be  got  rid  of,  except  by  this  Bill, 
which  God  forbid  he  should  have  the  power 
of  throwing  out  The  repeal  of  the  Vestry- 
cess,  however,  was  not  the  only  relief  which 
the  Bill  afforded  to  the  people ;  the  sum  of 
between  300,000/.  and  400,000/.  chargeable 
upon  the  Catholic  population  of  Ireland  for 
the  next  twenty-years  was  taken  away — 
was  entirely  removed.  The  object,  however, 
for  which  the  Bill  was  introduced  was  not 
only  to  satisfy  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  but 
to  render  the  Protestant  Church  in  that 
country  more  efficacious.  As  a  Protestant, 
he  desired  to  see  a  Reform  of  the  Irish 
Church,  with  a  view  of  increasing  its 
efficiency.  The  hon.  Member  said,  that  the 
Catholics  did  not  care  whether  there  were 
twenty  .seven  or  thirteen  Bishops.  It  might 
lie  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the  hon. 
Member,  but  to  him  and  the  House  it  ap- 
peared that  no  money  should  be  unneces- 
sarily expended  in  keeping  up  what  he  could 
not  help  thinking  an  overgrown  staff  for 
Church.  The  revenues  of  the  Church 
might  be  better  applied  to  the  relief  of  the 
parochial  clergy  by  the  augmentation  of 
their  livings — to  the  building  of  churches, 
without  any  charge  on  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland.  These  objects  were  provided  for 
by  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  Bishops, 
and  therefore  that  roeasiure  was  an  object 
of  importance  to  him,  though  it  might  not 
be  to  the  hon.  Member.  To  maintain  the 
respectability  of  the  Protestant  Church,  and 
to  insure  the  due  performance  of  its  duties, 
was  the  principle  upon  which  the  Bill 
had  been  introduced,  and  on  which  it  had 
been  supported.  That  principle  they  were 
bound  to  maintain,  as  they  had  maintained 
the  principle  of  the  Coercion  Bill.  By 
both  measures  they  were  prepared  to  stand 
or  fall,  and  they  would  not  be  deterred  from 
taking  the  course  which  they  conceived  to 
be  best  calculated  to  secure  the  efficiency  of 
the  Bill,  and  to  give  peace  and  happiness 
to  the  country,  by  any  such  taunt  as  had 
that  night  been  thrown  out  against  them, 
and  which  he  would  not  condescend  to 
reply  to. 

Mr.  GConnell  said,  that  what  he  had 
stated  on   the  subject  of  the  Vestry^cess 

wasi  ibat  he  did  not  kaow  what  the  Go- 


'  vernment  intended  to  do  upon  (he  subject, 
as  the  clause  relating  to  it  had  been  with- 
drawn. The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  how- 
ever, had  cautiously  avoided  meeting  him 
upon  the  point  to  which  all  Ins  observations 
were  directed — namely,  the  abandopment  of 
the  great  principle  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  said,  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  was  more  con- 
versant with  the  intentions  of  Government 
upon  that  subject  than  any  one  else  could 
be.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member  was 
perfectly  aware  that  the  clause  had  been 
postponed  in  order  that  his  own  opinion,  as 
a  lawyer  might  be  taken  upon  it,  and  he 
(Mr.  Stanley)  had  no  doubt  that  the  hoo. 
and  learned  Member  would  not  now  deny 
that  he  had  been  for  some  days  in  the 
fullest  consultation  with  the  Government 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  clause  should 
be  framed. 

Mr.  (yConnell  said,  that  the  part  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech  which  had 
been  cheered,  wafi  that  in  which  he  said 
that  he  (Mr.  O'Connell)  had  been  "  in  the 
fullest  consultation  with  the  Government." 
He  (Mr.  O'Connell)  did  not  deny,  that  he 
had  been  in  consultation  with  them ;  but 
would  the  right  hon.  Secretary  say,  that 
anything  definite  had  been  agreed  on? 
He  (Mr.  O'Connell)  denied  that  anything 
had  been  agreed  on  upon  that  subject ;  but 
with  regara  to  the  distribution  of  the  sur- 
plus revenues  of  the  Church,  he  would  say 
than  that  part  of  the  Bill  was  definitively 
agreed  on. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  in  this  discussion 
there  was  room  more  for  sorrow  and  regret, 
than  for  anger ;  for  never  was  a  Gt)vem- 
ment  reduced  to  a  juncture  such  as  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  that  night  reduced 
themselves  to.  He  would  put  it  to  tlie 
noble  Lord,  what  security  the  House  or  the 
country  had  that  the  Government  meant  to 
carry  that  or  any  other  BiU  which  they  might 
introduce  other  than  that  which  he  had 
given,  that  they  should  stand  by  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  present  Bill?  The  noble 
Lord  had  given  his  pledge  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  stand  or  fall  by  that  BilL 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated  that 
the  present  clause  was  not  one  of  the 
principles  of  the  BilL  But  what  he 
would  ask,  was  to  be  considered  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Bill,  but  those  provisions 
which  were  laid  down  by  the  Government 
as  part  of  the  measure  ?  These  provisions, 
as  stated  by  the  noble  Lord,  the  Govern* 
ment  were  bound^were  pledged  as  men  of 
honour— to  maintain;  or  they  were  b(mnd| 
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in  oonaequence  of  those  pledget^  to  retire 
from  office.  Nay,  more,  it  was  stated  by 
the  noble  Lord,  that  as  the  situation  of 
Ireland  was  such  as  to  require  so  harsh  u 
measure  as  the  Coercion  Bill,  the  Church 
Reform  Bill  would  be  brought  forward  in 
conjunction  with  it,  in  order  to  heal  the 
eviis  which  had  brought  Ireland  to  that 
state.  There  were  two  principles  (as  he 
understood)  to  be  established  by  that  Bill ; 
the  one  was  the  Reformation  of  the  Church 
of  Ireland — the  other  and  the  principal 
point  on  account  of  which  alone  he  and  many 
other  Gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  House  had 
supported  it  was,  that  it  admitted  that  the 
property  of  the  Church  might  be  alienated 
for  public  purposes.  The  Government  had 
then  defended  the  admission  of  these  most 
important  principles,  and  the  noble  Lord 
had  even  stated,  that  the  measure  would 
place  3,000,000/.  sterling  at  the  disposal  of 
Parliament,  to  be  applied  to  public  pur- 
poses. The  Government  now  attempted 
to  change  their  former  opinions,  and  to 
retract  their  words;  but  those  words  were 
written^  and  were  known  to  the  public ; 
and  it  would  be  for  the  public  to  judge  of 
such  conduct.  For  his  part,  he  would  say, 
that  it  showed  the  most  lamentable  desertion 
of  previous  pledges,  the  greatest  want  of 
firmness,  and  was  a  disgraceful  breach  of 
public  faith.  Could  they,  as  men  of  honour, 
retain  that  honour  if  they  did  not  redeem 
the  pledge  which  they  had  given  to  the 
country,  of  either  retiring  or  carrying  the 
Church  Reform  Bill.  He  had  stated,  when 
the  Coercion  Bill  was  before  the  House^ 
that  the  Tories  themselves  had  never  ven- 
tured to  bring  forward  a  measure  which 
violated  the  Constitution  so  outrageously 
fks  that  which  was  then  brought  forward 
by  the  ^liig  Government ;  but  the  excuse 
always  urged  was,  that  they  intended  to 
bring  forward  a  measure  of  Church  Reform, 
which  would  nullify  the  effect  of  the 
Coercion  Bill.  He  admitted,  that  the 
abolition  of  Vestry-cess  was  one  of  the 
principles  of  the  Bill,  although  in  that  he 
was  Sony  to  find  he  differed  with  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  below  him.  But  of 
what  value,  he  would  ask,  was  that  in 
comparison  to  the  advantages  expected  by 
Ireland  from  the  measure?  The  noble 
Lord  had  steted  it  to  be  about  6*0,000/. 
a-year,  but  he  (Mr.  Hume)  was  ready  to 
show  that  the  benefits  to  be  derived  was 
no  more  than  27,000/.  AVid  was  that  the 
advantage  which  Ireland  expected  from 
this  measure?    The  right  hon.  Secretary 

for  tb^  Colonics  M  atriied,  thst  there  wfM 


ft  strong  feeling  both  in  this  House  and 
in  the  country  against  alienating  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Church  of  Ireland.  He  did 
not  know  what  it  might  be  in  the  society 
in  which  the  right  hon.  Secretary  moved^ 
but  he  knew  that  in  the  country  generally 
the  proposition  was  hailed  as  the  establish, 
ment  of  a  proper  principle  on  the  subject  of 
Church  property.  When  the  measure  was 
brought  forward,  the  noble  Lord  had  stated, 
that  he  would  put  down  ten  of  the  Irish 
Bishops.  He  saw  no  principle  on  which 
the  noble  Lord  could  have  fixed  u|x>n 
that  number,  and  had  therefore  assisted 
him  with  one— namely,  that  as  four  Bishops 
were  found  to  be  sufficient  to  do  all  the 
duties  incumbent  on  them  as  Irish  Bishops 
in  Parliament,  the  same  number  would  be 
sufficient  to  perform  the  other  ecclesiastical 
duties.  He  stated  this  merely  to  show, 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  were  its 
principles,  and  its  only  principles.  They 
now  found  that  the  Government  shrunk 
from  some  of  the  most  material  of  those 
provii^ions,  and  they  could  not  know  whether 
any  more  were  to  be  changed  or  not.  What 
right  had  the  Government  to  suppose  that 
the  clause  would  be  thrown  out  elsewhere? 
They  had  found,  no  doubt,  that  there 
would  be  a  majority  against  them  in  the 
House  of  Lords;  and  finding  that  there 
was  no  other  way  of  keeping  their  pledge 
of  standing  by  the  Bill,  but  by  yielding 
that  point,  they  had  yielded  it.  They 
were  afraid  to  go  before  the  public  and  say, 
that  they  had  done  all  they  could  to  carry 
the  measure,  but  that  the  majority  of  the 
House  of  Lords  was  against  them,  and 
that  there  was  no  other  way  of  carrying 
it  but  by  their  support.  They  were  afnud  to 
do  so ;  but  if  they  did,  they  would  then 
redeem  the  pledge  which  they  had  given  of 
standing  or  falling  by  the  measure.  The 
Government  now  said,  that  the  probable 
result  of  such  a  clause  was  to  be  deprecated ; 
but  he  would  say,  that  if  that  House  sup- 
ported it — and  it  had  hitherto  been  well 
supported  by  the  House — ^he  saw  no  reason 
why  it  should  be  now  changed.  Since  the 
14th  of  February,  when  the  noble  Lord 
brought  forward  the  measure,  the  country 
and  the  House  had  supported  it ;  and  not- 
withstanding that,  the  Government  now 
shrunk  in  alarm  from  the  opposition  of  the 
other  House.  They  deserted  their  duty 
and  their  honour  to  preserve  their  places. 
Perhaps  it  might  not  be  so,  but  it  appeared 
so  to  him.  He  hoped  that  the  majority  of 
the  House  which  hail  voted  for  the  Bill  as 
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He  trusted  tliat  the  same  minority  would 
now  r^ect  the  mutilated  BOl  altogether. 
It  was  a  mere  mockery,  and  the  House 
and  the  eountiy  had  been  duped  by  the 
Ministrv.    Their  conduct  was  a  cause  of 

w 

deep  sorrow  and  r^et  to  him|  and  all  he 
could  do  was,  to  object  to  the  withdrawal 
of  the  Clause,  and,  if  it  were  withdrawrii 
to  vote  for  the  rejection  of  the  whole  Bill. 
Mr.  Macanhy  was  not  aware,  when  he 
entered  the  House,  of  the  course  which 
Government  meant  to  pursue  upon  this 
occasion,  but  he  fully  approved  of  it.  Some 
hon.  Members  seemed  to  think  that  Go- 
vernment had  come  forward  with  the 
principle,  that  whenever  there  was  a  surplus 
arising  out  of  a  new  arrangement  of  Church 
property,  Parliament  would  have  a  right  to 
deal  with  it  as  they  thought  fit.  He  had 
not  the  least  hesitation  iii  saying,  that  this 
was  a  prineiple  whieh  he  individually 
advacated,  and  thevefore  he  ought  te  he 
considered  an  impartial  witness  when  he 
stated,  that  not  only  was  that  principle  not 
advanced  by  the  noble  Lord,tha  Chancellor 
of  the  Exdiequer,  when  he  brought  the 
question  fbrward,  but  it  was  distinctly 
repudiated  by  him.  The  noble  Lord  dis- 
tinctly declared,  that  whatever  his  private 
opinion  might  be,  the  rig^t  of  Parliament 
to  deal  with  Church  property  was  a  ques- 
tion  reserved  and  postponed.  Were  hon. 
Members  aware,  that  it  had  always  been 
denied  that  'the  surplus  was  Church 
pM>perty>  He  ^Mr.  Maoaulay)  appealed 
to  both  sides  of  the  House  if  such  was  not 
the  statement  made  by  the  noble  Lord? 
The  Crovcmment  had  declared,  that  they 
did  not  consider  the  surplus  fund  arising 
fVom  Bishops*  leasee  as  Church  property. 
Whether  they  were  right  or  wrong  in 
saying,  that  it  was  not  Church  property  he 
would  not  take  upon  himself  to  say,  but  he 
would  say  that,  in  proposing  that  that 
surplus  should  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
Parliament,  to  be  applied  to  secular  pur- 
poses, they  neither  declared  whether  ecde. 
siasdcal  property  should  be  applied  to 
secular  purposes  or  not,  for,  in  so  disposing 
of  it,  they  had  oonsldered  it  as  not  ^sdesi- 
aatical.  He  would  venture  to  say,  that  no 
member  of  the  Cabinet  supported  the  Bill 
on  the  principle  that  Church  property  was 
at  the  dts|io8al  of  Parliament.  He  himself 
considered  the  questicm  suspended  till  the 
surplus  should  have  actually  arrived.  To 
say,  that  Ministers  were  abandoning  a 
principle  was  absurd.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, and  seeing  that  neither  money  nor 
^he  principle  pf  the  Bill  was  saorifioed  by 


the  alteration  pvcqposed  in  tUa  ^mua,  ht 
hoped  the  House  would  not  oppose  die 
change. 

Mr.  Harv^  said,  it  was  some  oooifail 
to  inferior  minds  to  find  that  dio  wmt 
splendid  talents  were  not  aaSScieRt  to  enable 
sophistry  to  beguile  a  single  men  wha 
attended  to  facts.  How  any  mail  witk 
even  a  tithe  of  the  understanding  pnqsrnufd 
by  the  hon.  Memlier  who  8pol(e  kat  aould 
expect  to  lead  the  House^  having  ttiodaofic 
berore  them,  to  the  interpretation  whieh  he 
put  upon  it,  it  was  difficult  to  imagine  ? 
What  said  the  claused  f*  And  the  surplm 
of  the  said  monies  acoruing  to  the  cfedit  of 
the  said  Commisdoners  shall  be  ap^ed  to 
such  purposes  as  Parliament  shall  tiensafter 
appoint  and  direct.**  Now,  if  that  cbMiae 
did  not  give  Parliament  a  eooiml  over 
ChuKh  pfopM«y,  why  wa«  it  not  ttUowei 
to  yemam^  He  remeoibeved  llial  whofi 
die  noble  Lord  (L«»d  Althoip),  mhtmi  bs 
was  sorry  not  to  see  In  his  piaoe  himu§j^ 
forward  thb  measpfa,  and  erac^  his 
standard  of  popularity  upon  it,  he  oaleulatid 
that  the  sum  which  It  would  plaqe  ot  the 
disposal  of  a  Aitpre  Parliament  would  be 
no  less  than  3,oqO,OOai  sterling.  It  was 
true  that  tho  vote  which  the  Committee 
had  recently  come  to,  and  he  remtted  that 
he  had  not  been  present  upon  thatoooaaion 
to  add  to  the  minority,  had  cowddonbly 
damaged  the  measure  in  a  Anandal  pckm 
of  view  I  and  he  was  much  suiprised  at 
the  supineness  with  which  Mhiistem  had 
sufibrad  one  of  the  most  valuable  pvovisions 
of  the  Bill  to  be  dispensed  with,  until  he 
found  that  they  were  prepared  to  afaaadon 
the  great  principlo  ^  the  Bill,  though  that 
had  been  looked  forward  to  even  as  tiie 
basis  of  the  Reformation  of  the  Church  of 
England,  In  order  to  avoid  the  hostility  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  It  had  been  aaid, 
that  the  hereditary  council  of  the  nation 
had  been  swamped,  but  the  propnaition  was 
now  reversed  and  the  Commons  of  England 
were  to  be  swamped.  He  congvatiilated 
the  high-minded  Tories  upon  haying  a 
government  subservient  te  men,  whilst  at 
the  same  time  they  incuired  oo  ve^KHua- 
bility.  The  people  had  been  eneouMgad 
to  expect  Ecclesiastieal  Reform  as  one  of 
the  prominent  measures  whidi  wem  to 
grow  out  of  the  Reform  which  gained 
Ministers  their  passing,  and  fast  expiring 
popularity.  What  was  the  result  9  In 
the  worst  days  of  Toryism,  when  the  Tories 
sat  on  that  hotbed  of  corruption,  the  Mi- 
nisterial Bench,  nothing  so  paltry  as  this 
Church  Reform  Bill  ever  ^»«iig  4"Vit  is. 
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He  WM  iwdidii^Kitadfto  ooneui  with  whit 
th^  him*  n^ber  lor  Dublin  liad  utaied 
vespeoting  the  reduction  of  the  number  of 
BiAopii  He  wea  mr^imi^  that  the  Re. 
ppetenfetivee  of  the  Church  in  that  Houie 
should  wmw  that  propoMtion  with  such 
apparent  indi&mice.  If  Catholiciua  wa^ 
making  that  rapid  advance  in  Iieland  which 
aone  |ierwinf  believed,  and  othefs  regretted, 
what  was  niore  likely  to  sustain  the  Pnv 
teetant  religion  than  the  exertions  of  the 
Bishops?  He  was  not  surprised,  that 
men  who  were  ohanging  their  principles 
with  every  wind  miuld  laugh  at  the 
expvesMon  of  such  an  opinion,  Ko  doubt 
ihey  would  be  as  leaay  to  abandon  the 
Church  as  they  wore  the  aU-important 
prioAple  of  the  Bill,  if  they  thoui^ht  that 
by  so  doing  they  eouldMeeBrve  theur  |daees. 
As  hnig  as  they  had  «i  Pnlaitant  Chuvehit 
was  impoftant  that  its  intagrity  dhonld  bo 
moinlafaied,  la  bis  opinion  it  woald  be 
better  to  retain  the  pieeenl  mmber  of 
Bishops  in  Irelandi  with  moteate  stipends, 
who,  by  aonatant  wsidenoeand  panevertng 
exertions,  eaight  yet  d^d  the  light  of 
Protestantism  over  that  beniglited  country. 
He  trusted,  that  the  House  woald  throw 
out  the  Bill,  which  was  a  ministeiial  de. 
lusion,  put  forward  under  the  name  of 
Chuidi  Reform.  There  was  no  one  element 
in  it  which  denerved  to  be  associated  with 
the  term    Reform  in  its   compiehensive 


Mr.  Simmlmf  rope  to  vindieate,  not  him* 
self,  but  Uia  Government,  fiom  a  charge 
which  bad  been  brouglit  against  them  hy 
the  hon.  Member.  The  hon.  Member  had 
stated,  that  the  Government  had  introduced 
principles  into  the  Bill  to  which  they  had 
pledged  themselves,  and  which  they  after- 
wards abandoned.  The  hon.  and  learned 
member  for  Leeds  had  very  truly  stated, 
that  die  alienation  of  the  property  of  the 
Church  formed  no  pnrt  of  the  principle  of 
the  Bin.  That  had  been  also  stated  by 
himself,  and,  more  distinctly  stated  by  his 
noble  friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche* 
qner»  and  he  thought  it  important,  not  to 
the  principles  of  the  Bill,  but  to  the 
shamcter  of  the  Government,  that  the 
House  and  the  country  should  be  est  right 
upon  the  subject.  He  would  now  raid 
what  the  noble  Loid  had  stated  on  intro-^ 
dueing  the  measure,  After  slating  what 
the  pkui  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  was,  he 
prooeeded :  '  Now,  I  apprehend,  that  how. 
'  evrr  great  the  differences  of  opinion  may 
^  be  as  to  the  right  of  Parliament  to  apply 
'  the  pioptrty  of  theX^hureb  to  thepuri»Bes 


of  the  State,  both  those  who  think  that 
diey  have  a  right  to  apply  it  to  siieh 
purposes,  and  t^ise  who  tnink  they  have 
no  right  so  to  ajmly  ifep-««ll  will  agree  In 
thinking,  that  tne  first  claim  upon  the 
property  of  the  Church,  is  the  claim  of 
the  Church  itself.  No  parties  aie  likely 
to  dissent  from  this  opnion,  but  those 
who  eithw  think  that  there  ought  to  be 
no  Church  Establisiiment  at  all,  or  those 
who  think  that  a  different  Church  ought 
to  be  establii^ed  in  Ireland.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  those  who  entertain  these 
opinions,  it  will  be  generally  agreed,  that 
the  present  property  of  the  Churoh  Es- 
tablishment ought  to  be  applied  in  the 
ftrst  place  to  tlie  purposes  which  may  be 
necessary  for  extending  the  benafitaof  the 
Chuach  to  the  people  vi  laelaiid/*  And 
in  another  part  he  stated^  that:  ^The 
neasnra  I  hare  psonased  psevides  fhr  not 
continuing  the  stnndal  of  panons  holding 
beneftoes  and  leoeiving  the  revepnca  of  a 
living  wham  no  duty  is  performed ;  and 
it  provides  to  as  great  an  aatent  aa  is 
praotlcable  ov  adviseablefov  the  apduetion 
of  the  number  aii  the  Irish  hierseohy.  I 
would  also  beg  to  observe,  that  it  does  not 
lay  down  any  abstract  prineipie.  Indeed 
it  is  not  neoeflsary  to  do  so  for  any  ptaotioal 
purpose.  It  is  not  necessary  now  to  de^ 
cide  whether  Parlifunent  has  or  has  not  a 
right  to  interfbye  with  Chuvsh  property. 
As  I  have  already  observed^  all  who  think 
that  theie  ought  to  be  a  Churoh  Bstdb. 
lishment  at  all,  must  agree  that  the  Churvh 
has  the  fint  claim  to  be  obnsideied.  But 
when  a  practical  plan  like  tb'is  is  brought 
forward.  It  is  quite  unnecessary  to  odl 
for  a  detennination  on  any  abstaact  prin* 
ciple  I  or  to  decide  whether  or  not  Parlia- 
ment has  any  right  to  interfere  with  the 
property  of  the  Churoh.  The  eesultof 
such  a  call  would  be  only  delay  and 
obstruction.  The  plan  which  J  have  now 
detailed  to  the  House  is  wliat  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  feel  themselves  justified  in  pio- 
posing  at  presents  wi^out  meaning  to 
preclude  Parliament  from  considering  the 
future  disposal  of  Chuvdi  property  to 
other  purposes  than  those  of  the  Chureh. 
Whenever  the  purposes  of  the  Chimdi 
are  folly  satisfied,  Parilament  any,  if  it 
think  fit,  praoeed  to  the  eonsideratiDn  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  surplus  ought 
to  bo  applied.'t  These  were  the  senti- 
ments exprewed  by  his  noble  fViend— prin. 
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cipleson  which  the  measure  was  introduced 
— and  he  now  stated  them  to  he  so,  not  in 
his  own  vindication  alone,  hut  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  Government.  When  the 
Government  advanced  a  principle,  and 
stated  their  intention  to  stand  hy  it,  they 
were  not  inclined  to  shrink  from  their  duty ; 
and  he  would  not  he  doing  justice  to  the 
Government  if  he  did  not  vmdicate  them 
from  the  charges  hrought  forward  hy  the 
hon.  Memher. 

Dr.  Lushington  said,  that  during  his 
whole  parliamentary  experience  he  had 
never  heard  a  discussion  in  which  the 
decency  of  parliamentary  language,  or  the' 
courtesy  of  puhlic  life  had  heen  so  much 
departed  from.  Neither  had  he  ever  heard 
a  discussion  in  which  the  grossest  and 
haaest  motives  and  intentions  were  more 
plainly  attributed  to  a  Government.  He 
would  say  more ;  he  had  never  heard  such 
languase  used  on  an  occasion  where  it  was 
so  totafiy  destitute  of  foundation.  An  hon. 
Member  had  explained,  that  the  surplus 
arising  from  Bishops'  leases  was  not  consi- 
dered part  of  the  Church  property;  and 
that,  therefore,  the  question  as  to  the  alien- 
ation of  EcdcfBasrical  property  had  not 
been  touched.  He  (Dr.  Lushington)  had 
always  been,  and  still  continued,  of  opin- 
ion, that  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  Church, 
after  paying  the  clergy,  and  other  Church 
purposes,  oueht  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
promotion  of  education.  Nothing  would 
deter  him  from  stating  that  these  were  the 
principles  which  he  held  on  this  subject. 
Was  it  worth  wMle,  then,  to  enunciate  a 
theoretical  proposition,  when,  by  the  very 
terms  of  the  Bill  itself,  they  were  stripped 
of  the  power  of  carrying  that  proposition 
into  effect.  And  for  what  reason,  he  should 
like  to  know,  were  they  bound  to  conciliate 
one  part  of  Ireland  at  the  cost  of  irritating 
another  ?  He,  at  least,  saw  no  just  ground 
for  giving  this  useless  and  unnecessary 
insult  to  the  Protestants  of  Ireland.  Then 
what  would  be  its  effect  elsewhere  ?  There 
might  be  some  people  in  that  House  desir- 
ous of  calling  in  the  power  of  the  people  to 
annihilate  the  authority  of  another  Assem- 
bly. When  he  saw  the  delight  with  which 
any  proposition  was  hailed  that  seemed  to 
threaten  such  an  event,  he  must  say,  that 
he  did  not  observe  that  fear  of  a  collision 
which  any  man  desirous  of  avoiding  it 
would  wish  to  see,  and  which  could  not 
happen  without  such  consequences  as  all 
men  of  moderation  and  prudence  must 
desire  to  avoid.      When  tboro  was  any 
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would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  oount^rj^ 
and  when  it  became  absolutely  neoesaarj  to 
obtain  its  concession,  he  trusted  that  be 
should  be  found,  at  least,  as  firm  in  demand, 
ing  it  as  any  of  those  who  now  ^ypeaved 
most  ready  to  rush  into  the  battle.  There 
seemed  to  him  no  such  necessity  now  ;  and 
he,  therefore,  desired  to  avoid  all  irritation 
upon  any  subject  on  which  the  evil  of  that 
irritation  was  not  demanded  by  an  adequate 
necessity,  and  balanced  by,  at  least,  an  equal 
advanti^ge.  He  must  say,  that  lie  was 
surprised  at  the  conduct  of  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers. He  had  heard,  not  merely  during 
this  Session,  but  long  before,  so  mudi  said 
of  the  evils  of  the  Church-cess,  and  -  of  the 
benefit  that  Ireland  would  gain  by  its  aboli- 
tion, that  he  could  not  but  feel  surprised  at 
the  remarks  now  made — remarks*  which,  if 
they  meant  anything,  meant  to  deny  all 
that  had  been  before  said,  and  to  leave  it  to 
be  believed  that  the  abolition  of  the  Church- 
cess  was  of  no  advantage  to  Ireland.  What ! 
was  it  no  advantage  to  abolish  that  which 
had  so  often  and  so  universally  been  tlie 
subject  of  complaint  ?  Was  it  no  advanta^ 
to  abolish  two  Archbishops  and  several 
Bishops?  And  was  it  no  advantage  tu 
equalize  the  livings,  and  to  give  the  other 
checks  on  the  abuses  of  the  Church  Estalu 
lishment?  After  all  this,  he  must  say^ 
that  those  who  made  these  accusaiiom 
ought  first  to  enable  themselves  to  suppi^rt 
those  accusations  by  facts,  which  in  this 
instance  he  thousht  they  had  not  'done. 

Mr.  O'Coitne// said,  that  his  approbation 
of  the  principle  of  this  Bill  had  been  often 
quoted  against  him.  What  was  that 
approbation?  He  would  tell  the  Hou^e, 
from  the  same  authority  which  had  lioen 
quoted  against  him,  what  he  had  said  : 
'*  He  greatly  approved  of  this  Bill,  becaune 
it  was  clear  that  it  recognized  a  principle 
which  would  be  applicable  to  all  other 
property  of  the  same  description."  He  bad 
then  also  stated  '^that  he  supported  the  Bill 
because  it  recognised  the  .right  of  tlic 
Government  to  look  into  the  state  of  eccle* 
siastical  property  hereafter."*  As  to  tlie 
censure  which  had  been  thrown  on  hiiu  for 
the  language  he  had  used  when  he  was 
expressing  his  abhorrence  of  what  he  ccnu 
ceived  to  be  a  gross  breach  of  faith,  ho 
must,  before  he  bowed  to  that  censure,  be 
convinced  that  the  person  wlio  uttered  it 
was  entitled  to  sit  in  judgment  on  a  ques- 
tion of  breach  of  faith.  He  had  heanl  of 
an  hon.  Member  pledging  himself  to  his 
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oonstitaentB  to  support  a  certain  line  of 
poliey,  and  afterwards  voting  in  the  teeth 
of  Us  pledges.  That  was  what  he  would 
call  a  *•  breach  of  faith."  '*•  I,"  continued 
Mr.  O'Connell,  "  at  least  never  committed 
such  a  breach  of  faith.  I  never  pledged 
myself  to  support  any  measure,  and  after- 
wards wheeled  round  against  it.  I  say  I 
never  shrunk  from  any  of  my  promises  or 
declarations  to  my  constituents  and  coun. 
trymen.  The  repeal  ?  I  deny  it.  I  did 
not  shrink  from  the  repeal  question.  I 
never  pledged  myself  to  bring  it  forward. 
I  defy  any  man  "— ^ 

Mr.  Bemal  spoke  to  order.  He  put  it 
to  the  learned  Gentleman  whether  he  would 
persist  in  these  irregular  observations. 

Mr.  OConneH :  May  I  ask  where  I  am 
irregular? 

Mr.  Bemal :  In  referring  to  the  alleged 
pled^  of  any  hon.  Member  out  of  doors, 
which  have  no  reference  whatever  to  the 
measure  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  OtConneU  would  bow  to  the  Chair, 
man. 

Dr.  LusMngton  said,  that  if  the  learned 
Gentleman  had  alluded  to  him  as  having 
broken  pledges  to  his  constituents^  he  could 
only  tell  him^  that  he  broached  an  assertion 
totally  without  foundation.  He  would  not 
use  harsher  terms  of  denial^  but  would 
simply  and  explicitly  deny,  that  he  had 
g^ven  any  such  pledges  to  his  constituents 
as  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  insinuated. 

Sir  "Robert  Peel  said,  he  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  any  part  in  the  warm 
conflict  which  had  arisen,  but  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  stating  the  opinion  he 
had  ori^nally  entertained  with  respect 
to  this  clause.  He  came  down  to  the 
House  this  evening,  with  the  intention  of 
giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  Amend, 
mcnt  of  the  hon.  member  for  Newcastle- 
troder-Line,  that  whatever  surplus  there 
might  be  from  the  improved  value  of  the 
Bishops'  lands  should  be  applied  to  the 
purposes  of  the  United  Churches  of  £ng. 
land  and  Ireland.  The  object  of  that 
Amendment  seemed  to  him  to  be  fully 
answered  by  the  proposition  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  he,  therefore,  supposed 
that  the  hon.  Member  would  not  think  it 
necessary  to  press  his  Amendment.  But 
there  was  one  observation  he  must  notice. 
The  hon.  and  learned  member  for  Dublin 
had  said,  that  this  measure  of  the  Govern. 
ment  had  been  adopted  in  consequence  of 
a  compromise  with  their  opponents.  For 
himself,  he  utterly  disclaimed  all  knowledge 
of  any  such  compromise,  and  he  declared, 
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that  when  he  entered  that  House  this  even- 
ing, he  did  not  know  what  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government.  He  disapproved 
of  all  compromises,  and  he  owed  it  to  the 
Gentlemen  with  whom  he  acted  to  say  they 
did  the  same.  In  giving  his  assent,  there- 
fore, to  any  part  of  the  Bill,  he  was  free  as 
air  as  to  the  rest,  and  in  public  matters 
that  was  the  course  he  should  generally 
pursue.  He  disapproved  of  compromises, 
for  when  once  they  were  made,  they  not 
only  did  not  gain  the  confidence  of  an 
opponent,  but  they  most  certainly  lost  that 
of  the  men  who  had  been  accustomed  to 
follow  and  rely  upon  those  who  made  it. 
He  entirely  approved  of  the  course  the 
Government  had  adopted  on  the  present 
occasion  in  omitting  this  clause,  but  he  did 
not  much  rejoice  in  it,  for  he  was  able  to 
show  that  there  never  would  and  never 
could  be  a  surplus.  The  principle  against 
which  he,  on  another  occasion,  had  protested 
was,  not  that  they  had  no  right  to  apply 
Church  property  to  secular  purposes — ^for 
he  had  no  occasion  to  dispute  that  point — 
but  that  if  the  Legislature  gave  a  new 
value  to  Church  property,  that  new  value 
belonged  to  the  Church  sdone.  But  of  all 
the  extraordinary  propositions  he  had  ever 
heard,  that  of  the  hon.  member  for  Middle, 
sex,  who  was  always  complaining  of  absent- 
eeism, and  who,  nevertheless,  proposed  to 
abolish  all  but  four  Irish  Bislu)ps;  and  for 
this  reason,  of  all  others,  that  they  were 
entitled  to  sit  in  Parliament  was  the  most 
extraordinary.  That  was  the  way  in  which 
the  hon.  Member  proposed  to  remedy  the 
non-residence  of  the  higher  clergy.  He 
should  say  no  more  now,  than  that  he  sup., 
ported  the  proposition  of  the  right  hon.  Gen-* 
tleman  with  respect  to  this  clause ;  but  in 
doing  so  he  did  not  think  himself  pledged 
to  agree  to  any  other  clause  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Gisborne  observed,  that  it  was 
natural  that  Irish  Members  should  wish  to 
be  heard  on  such  a  subject ;  but  he  must 
say  a  few  words,  and  he  thought  that  there 
were  many  English  Members  in  the  same 
situation  with  himself.  Many  of  them  had 
voted  for  the  Irish  Coercion  Bill — he  had 
for  every  clause  of  it,  upon  the  faith  that 
the  Government  would  pass  the  present 
Bill  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  first 
announced.  He  did  not  deny,  that  the  aboli* 
tion  of  the  Church-cess  was  a  relief  to  Ire., 
land;  but  then  this  clause  also  wasa  most  im- 
portant feature  in  the  BilL  He  looked  to  it 
without  regard  to  Ministerial  explanations ; 
and  he  wished  to  ask  the  Ministry  whether 
they  had  any  more  prospect  of  carrying  it 
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in  anotber  place,  wben  they  first  ptoposed 
it,  than  they  had  at  the  present  moment  ? 
Were  they  the  only  pec^e  in  the  world 
who  did  not  know  that  it  would  be  made 
the  subject  of  a  desperate  struggle  ?  If, 
when  they  proposed  the  Bill,  they  intended 
to  recede  from  this  condition  in  it,  they 
deceived  the  House ;  and  if  they  did  not, 
then  they  were  bound  to  show,  that  the 
circumstances  under  which  they  now  with, 
drew  it  were  different  from  those  under 
which  they  had  first  proposed  it.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  at  first  told  them  that 
there  was  a  division  in  the  Cabinet  on  the 
subject  of  the  Church  property,  but  they 
had  at  last  a^preed  upon  a  medium  principlo, 
which  was  the  one  contained  in  this  clause. 
If  the  Legislature,  by  any  act  of  its  own, 
could  increase  the  value  of  the  Church 
property,  it  had  a  right  to  dispose  of  that 
increase.  The  principle  must  be  admitted, 
for  how  oould  the  Government  have  the 
right  to  interfere  with  the  property  at  all, 
if  it  was  not  State  property  ?  He  did  not 
think  it  was  a  proper  argument  to  address 
to  the  House  of  Commons  of  England,  that 
they  must  recede  from  a  certain  measure, 
because  it  was  possible  that  such  a  measure 
might  produce  a  collision  with  the  other 
House  of  Parliament.  He  knew  not  what 
were  the  chances  of  such  an  event,  but  lie 
did  not  think  it  fit  to  be  adduced  as  an 
argument  to  bias  the  Resolutions  of  that 
House.  Neither  could  he  agree  with  the 
argument  that  the  Legislature  could  not 
meddle  with  Church  property,  for  that 
proceeded  on  the  supposition  that  a  finite 
possession  of  property  gave  the  right  of 
making  an  absolute  disposition  of  it,  which 
Was  absurd;  and  they  could  only  escape 
from  that  to  another,  by  saying,  that  the 
Legislature  had  confirmed  that  disposition, 
for  that  would  go  to  show  that  one  Legis- 
lature could  eternally  bind  all  other  Legis- 
latures. He  hoped  that  the  House  would 
never  agree  to  any  such  proposition ;  and 
for  himself,  he  never  would  consent  to  any 
such  dogma.  He  trusted  that  the  House 
would  not  allow  the  clause  to  be  with- 
drawn. 

Lord  Sandon  thought,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  nieht  formed  an  ample 
justification  of  the  Ministry  in  withdrawing 
this  clause.  An  opinion  had  gone  abroad 
that  this  clause  involved  the  principle  that 
the  State  had  a  right  to  deal  with  the 
property  of  the  Church.  As  that  was  an 
error,  the  sooner  it  was  corrected  the 
better. 
'  Colonel  Davies  protested   against    the 


witfadrawal  of  ibis  daiiae;  nor  «NAi  he 
ooooeive  what  motives  faad  ioduood  il; 
unless  there  were  some  truth  in  oert«n 
alle^tions  which  had  been  m»de;  but, 
whatever  were  those  motives,  hia  Msjealy  s 
Ministers  had  this  night  degraded  tbem- 
aelves  in  the  eyes  of  the  country.  Hilhevls 
they  had  had  an  obsequious  House  of 
Commons,  but  he  trusted,  that  the  Bepre. 
sentatives  of  the  people  of  England  wouU 
no  longer,  for  their  own  sakes,  show  thflm. 
selves  thus  easily  led.  Collision  %riUi  the 
other  House  had  been  apoken  of,  but  wen 
they  to  be  frightened  and  to  stultify  them- 
selves in  their  best  measuies  by  a  dread 
of  this  kind?  and  were  they  to  be  d<»riv«d 
of  their  best  risbts  throu^  a  fear  of  what 
might  occur  else  where?  If  the;^  were 
to  have  Tory  measures,  let  them  be  ciarried 
under  Tory  banners;  and  if  this  werp  to  be 
the  conduct  of  Government,  h^  for  ooc^ 
should  fed  disposed  to  give  his  sdheqjkm  to 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  near  him  (Sir  R. 
Peel).  He  had  never  been  that  right  bun. 
Baronet's  supporter,  but  he  admired  his 
talent,  and  believed  that  be  bad  mon  in 
his  head  than  all  the  Ministexs  put  ts» 
gether. 

Lord  Ebringlon  had  no  objection  to  his 
hon.  and  gallant  friend's  expressing  his 
opinion  of  any  proceedings  in  Parltaaient  in 
the  liest  possible  way;  but  he  thou^t  it 
rather  too  much  of  liis  hon.  and  g^l^i'^^ 
friend  to  state  such  sentiments  of  Minislen 
as  he  had  just  uttered,  after  the  Motion 
of  coniidenoe  in  them  which  his  gallant 
friend  had  moved  and  carried  the  other 
night  He  agreed  with  the  hon.  member 
for  Derby  in  the  opinions  expressed  by 
him  with  respect  to  Church  property,  and 
the  power  of  the  Legislatine  over  it;  but  it 
should  be  recpUected  that  his  noble  friend 
(Lord  Althorp),  in  brigging  forward  this 
measure,  had  left  the  question  of  tho  ap» 
plicability  of  Church  property  open  ;  and  as 
no  practical  l)enefit  could  at  present  arise 
from  the  assertion  of  this  .principle*  ha 
oould  not  see  that  this  was  a  proper  time 
for  doing  so,  as  would  be  the  case  were  tbs 
clause  persisted  in.  He  should  aever  bs 
found  wanting  in  asserting  the  due  rig^ 
of  the  House  of  Commons  when  a  necesrity 
arose  for  vindicating  them,  but  st  present 
there  existed  no  such  necessity.  When  he 
considered  the  benefits  which  would  arias 
from  the  removal  of  Vestrv^cess  and  other 
vexations,  he  must  say,  tliat  although  he 
feared  not  collision  with  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  as  the  withdrawal  ti 
this  clause  would  not  affect  the  general  be* 
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neitebl  tebdmcjr  oF  tMs  BO! ;  he  thotiglit 
it  wu  fi6t  worth  wUle  by  retaining  it,  to 
increase  the  chances  of  that  oollision. 

Colonel  Davks  denied,  that  he  could, 
with  any  show  of  reason,  be  accused  of 
inconsistency.  The  Motion  to  which  the 
noble  Lora  reftrred  in  support  of  his 
churfle.  Was  made  bv  him  (Colonel  Dalies) 
not  ror  the  sake  or  the  Gotemment,  but 
for  the  sake  of  thai  country  which  was 
so  deeply  interested  in  the  question. 

Mr.  rergfii  (/Connor  said,  it  was  ex. 
trentely  hard  of  Ministers,  after  having 
deluded  tbe  Houae  for  two  months,  now  to 
come  down  and  reject  the  only  two  lines 
which  were  worth  anything  in  the  whole 
I5S  clauses  of  the  Bill.  The  right  hon. 
9ecret«ry  for  the  Colonies  had  described  this 
as  wdl  a^  other  Bills,  as  intended  for  the 
security  of  the  Pntestants  of  Irehnd.  He 
would  aal,  then,  what  Bill  was  thens  for 
the  people  of  Ireland  ?  The  Houn  had 
better  be  ftt  once  dissolved  If  they  were  to 
go  On  in  this  Way,  and  only  apte  to  whttt 
mMit  meet  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
of  Lords.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Colonel 
(Colonel  Davies)  was  mistaken  in  saying 
that  Ministers  had  degraded  themselves 
that  nigfht — ^they  had  only  added  to  the 
measure  of  their  degradation.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  now  reject  the  Bill  afto. 
gether,  and  it  should  certainly  have  his 
decided  opposition. 

Mr.  Groie,  in  rising  to  offer  a  few 
observations  to  the  House,  felt  it  his  duty, 
in  the  first  phice,  to  declare  that  his  recoU 
lection  «f  what  had  Mien  from  Ministers 
when  this  Bill  wasflrst  brought  fbrward,  en- 
tirely odncided  with  their  statement  of  what 
then  tmnsptred,  and  it  was  not,  therefore,  on 
that  point  that  he  should  argue  against  the 
otaisrion  of  this  ckuse.  He  did  entertain 
an  objection  to  thcf  Bill  in  the  first  Instance, 
hecanse  it  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  go  the 
length  that  the  people  expected  it  would  go 
towards  rectifying  that  great  ecclesiastical 
enormity  of  *  Rurope^the  Irish  Church. 
Mil  he  felt  anxious  to  support  it,  being 
unwilling  to  rignalixe  its  defects,  knowing, 
u  he  did,  the  difHculties  that  Ministers 
Would  have  to  contend  with  in  getting 
h  posed  into  a  Inw :  but  when  he  found 
Aftt,  defbctive  as  it  was,  it  was  to  be 
•widertd  still  more  defective  by  being  robbed 
*»"  Mie  of  Its  cideftst  members^of  the  only 
P^  which  rendered  it  a  decided  benefit  to 
me  ooantry-*-he  felt  himself  bound  to  give 
it  his  most  strenuous  opposition,  as  far 
^ J^ttded  the  withdrawal  of  the  clause  in 
ttttsOflSL    It  was  supposed  that  this  alter* 


ation  was  made  with  a  view  to  its  (kvour. 
able  reception  in  another  plaoej  but  he 
would  ask,  what  would  happen  even  if  th# 
House  of  Lords  should  tlink  proper  to 
reject  this  Bill.  What  worse  could  the 
House  of  Lords  do  thsn  send  it  baok  to 
them  agahi  ^— 4ind  surdvi  then,  it  would 
be  time  enough  to  oonsid«r  whether  it  was 
advisable  to  make  Uiese  alterations.  He 
contended  that  the  Ministry  were  only- 
creating  diiBcultlea  for  themselves;  for; 
after  making  these  alterations  beforehand* 
how  eould  they  tell  but  that  the  House  of 
Lords  might  deprive  tibem  of  some  of  the 
most  valuable  of  the  remaining  clauses. 
He  should  most  strenuously  protest  against 
the  omission  of  this  clause^  and  if  he  might 
be  permitted,  he  Would  dve  a  few  wmda 
of  advice  to  his  Majesty's  Mtnistera.  Instead 
of  offering  e  f&ff  crumbs  of  tefom  to  the 
peoploi  and  afterwards  endeavouring  to 
pure  down  even  those  few^  he  would  advise 
them  to  give  such  meAsures  as  diey  might 
think  just  and  necessary,  without  any  re^- 
fbrence  to  what  mieht  be  the  conduct  of 
another  assembly.  He  would  adfise  the 
Ministty  to  act  thus^  and  then  leave  that 
other  assembly  to  act  as  it  might  think  fit. 
He  gave  this  advice,  presuming  that  the 
Ministers  were  willing  to  act  liberally* 
though,  ttom  the  experienoe  the  oountnr 
had  had,  it  was  impossiUe  to  accuse  Mi- 
nisters of  advancing  either  too  fast  or  too 
fkr. 

Mr.  Henry  Graiian  said*  that  much  had 
been  thrown  out  as  to  its  being  an  un« 
constitutional  proceeding  to  attempt  to 
frighten  the  House  of  Lords,  but  he  felt 
confident  that  it  was  equally  unoonstitu* 
tional  to  attempt  to  terrify  the  House  of 
Commons  with  threats  of  what  might  be 
done  in  the  Lords*  The  avowal  of  the 
right  hon.  Secretary  was  distinctly  this^ 
that  part  of  the  produce  of  the  Church 
lands  was  to  be  directed  to  public  purposes; 
or  any  other  objects  to  which  Parliament 
should  deem  fit  to  aporopriate  that  property. 
This  was  the  basis  or  their  measure,  and  he 
called  on  the  House  to  stand  by  this  measure. 
The  people  would  stand  by  them  tf  they 
were  not  cowards.  But  the  people  would 
never  stand  by  a  vacillating  Ministry* 
whose  every  measure  diqilayed  their  in* 
capaeityi  and  tended  to  betray  the  country 
into  a  state  of  unexampled  uncertainty  as 
to  what  was  or  was  not  to  be  conceded  to 
the  public  voice— the  people  of  the  united 
empire. 

Lord  John  RuMteU  eonfesssd  he  turned 
with    gratififiatioQ  from    the   fkethy  de« 

2  N2 


1095       Church  Temporalities       {COMMONS} 


CIrelmd.J 


1096 


damadon  which  bad  so  lavishly  been 
bestowed  on  the  subject,  to  the  calm,  and, 
&s  usual,  rational  arguments  which  had 
been  addressed  to  the  House  by  the  hon. 
member  for  London,  however  he  differed 
from  the  hon.  Member  in  the  view  he  had 
taken  of  this  alteration  in  a  main  feature 
of  the  Bill.  The  origin  of  the  measure 
in  that  House  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of. 
He  agreed  that  Church  property  ought  not 
to  be  lightly  touched,  yet  there  was  no 
doubt  that  Parliament  had  the  power,  and 
that  it  was  in  its  province  to  alter  the 
nature  and  adjust  the  appropriation  of  that 
property  of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  to  pro- 
cure thereby  positive  and  substantial  benefits 
for  the  public  at  large,  more  particularly 
if  such  a  change  were  called  for  in  order  to 
procure  for  the  people  the  benefit  of  superior 
religious  instruction  and  moral  advantages. 
At  the  same  time,  it  was^  in  his  opinion,  much 
to  be  deprecated,  that  the  question  as  to  the 
power  of  Parliament  should  be  raised  until 
it .  was  absolutely  necessary ;  for  he  was 
personally  convinced,  that  to.  discuss  the 
question  might  bring  on  a  convulsion  in 
ma  country.  The  difierent  views  taken 
upon  this  subject  made  it  one  of  a  very 
delicate  nature.  Those  who  opposed  the 
appropciation  of  Church  property,  contend- 
ed, that  to  appropriate  Church  property  in 
the  manner  suggested,  was  neither  more 
nor  less  than  spoliation;  whilst  the  hon. 
member  for  Derbyshire,  and  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  London  appeared  to  consider  the 
clause  chiefly  valuable,  because  it  sanctioned 
the  principle  of  appropriating  Church  pro- 
perty to  State  purposes.  If  Ministers  yielded 
to  this  feeling,  they  would  not  be  carrying 
into  effect  their  own  principle ;  but  would, 
without  any  adequate  necessity,  be  yield- 
ing to  the  general  principle  of  the  diversion 
of  Church  property  for  State  purposes. 
If  that  House  was  to  enter  into  a  contest 
with  the  Lords,  they  should  do  it  for 
something  worth  contesting.  The  present 
was  but  the  shadow  of  a  daim,  to  prosecute 
which  would  be  riiiking  the .  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  the  country,  for  the  sake 
of  an  abstract  principle.  He  regarded  the 
Constitution  in  a  very  different  light  from 
seme  hon.  Gentlemen.  The  check  which 
one  House  exercised  over  another,  was  not 
invented  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the 
two  Houses  into  collision  on  every  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  but  in  order  that  mea- 
flures  should  be  adopted  that  were  satis- 
factory to  both,  and  beneficial  to  the  country. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  the  diminution  of 
the  number  of  Bishops^  and  the  abolition  of 


the  Church-cess,  would  not  be  vnlimUrily 
acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Lacds, .  but 
merely  because,  on  considering  the  nature 
of  the  Constitution,  they  would  feel  n 
their  duty  to  jieidi  to  the  8en.se  of  die 
country,  and  to  the  declared  wi«h  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  quesdoa  far 
them  to  consider  was,  whether^  at  the 
present  season,  they  would  think  it  worth 
while  to  pass  a  Bill  which  contained  many 
essential  benefits,  although  it  did  not  sanc- 
tion a  principle  to  which  there  existed,  in 
the  minds  of  some  men,  great,  and  perhaps, 
insuperable  objections.  If  that  House  were 
to  enter  into  a  contest  with  the  House 
of  Lords,  he  hoped  the  contest  would  take 
place  on  a  question  of  some  importance^  and 
that  they  would  not  wantonly,  and  aa  trivia] 

Sounds,  provoke  a  collision.  Although  the 
ouse  of  Commons  was,  doubtless, .  the 
stronger  of  the  two  branches  of  the  Legi»> 
lature,  yet  he  hoped  they  would  use  t£ar 
power  with  temper  and  moderation.  Some 
of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
especially  the  hon  member  for  Colchester, 
supported  the  clause,  because  they  imagined, 
that  if  this  clause  were  retained*  there 
would  be  more  probability  of  the  Bill  being 
rejected.— an  event  to  which  they  looked 
forward  with  no  inconsiderable  satisfisctioD. 
He  could  not  at  all  approve  such  a  feeling. 
He  could  understand  it  as  proceeding  from 
those,  who,  in  the  discussions  whidi  had 
taken  place  in  that  House,  had  paid  but 
little- regard  to  the  general  security  of 
property;  but  for  himself,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  this  country  could  not  stand  a  revolu. 
tion  once  a  year.  Under  the  present  cir* 
cumstanoes  of  the  country,  they  were  all 
bound  to  make  sacrifices  to  preserve  and 
promote  tranquillity,  and  the  security  of 
property.  Let  others  be  for  convulsiouy  he 
was  for  peace.  • 

Mr.  Methuefi  regretted  very  much  to 
hear  so  unconstitutional  a  doctrine  as  that 
which  had  been  laid  down  by  the  noble 
Lord,  and  others  of  the  Ministry,  as  to  the 
conduct  to  be  pursued  by  that  House  in 
anticipation  of  a  collision  with  the  House 
of  Lords.  His  opinion  entirely  dsshed 
with  that  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  he  called 
on  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  name  of 
the  ^people  of  England,  to  do  their  duty 
fearlessly.  The  next  question  wa^  were 
the  people  of  England  to  succiuab  to  the 
House  of  Lords?  He  was  bound,  as  an 
honest  man,  to  say  that  no  power  on  earth 
should  have  induced  him  to  vote  for  the 
Coercive  Measure,  had  it  not  been  his 
opinion  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  would 
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cany  out  the  prinaples  of  the  remedial 
measure  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  first 
introduced^  without  reference  to  any  party 
in  the  country,  or  to  any  power,  however 
Wgh.  . 

Sir  Robert  Inglis  said,  that  even  if 
this  clause  were  left  out  there  was  quite 
sufficient  in  the  Bill  to  mortify  the  friends 
of  the  Established  Church,  and  aflbrd 
matter  of  triumph  to  its  enemies — there 
was  enough  still  left  in  the  Bill  to  induce 
him  to  give  it  his  most  determined  oppo- 
sition. To  adopt  this  clause,  under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  would,  in  his  opinion, 
be  nothing  less  than  a  gratuitous  insult  to 
the  Clogy* 

Sir  Hettry  WtUaugkby  said,  the  Minis- 
ters had  only  abandoned  a  principle  which 
was  found  to  be  totally  untenable.  If  the 
same  principle  were  attempted  to  be  estab- 
lished with  reference  to  private  property, 
every  man  then  would  rise  in  arms  against 
it.  If  acted  upon,  then  enactments  would 
not  be  looked  upon  as  mere  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  as  Acts  of  Confiscation. 

Mr.  Hardy  contended  that  the  same 
principle  whidi  the  clause  would  establish 
as  to  Church  property  taking  a  portion  of 
it  because  its  value  was  enhanced  by  an 
Act  of  the  Legislature,  might  with  equal 
justice  be  applied  to  private  property,  such 
as  canals,  docks,  and  commons  when  in- 
closed.  If  the  hon.  member  for  Middlesex 
was  correct,  his  Majesty's  Ministers  were 
in  a  state  of  extreme  jeopardy ;  for  if  they 
retained  the  clause  they  were  in  great 
jeopardy  from  the  House  of  Lords,  and  if 
they  expunged  it  they  were  in  danger  from 
six  out  of  every  seven  men  whom  they 
ndeht  meet  out  of  that  House. 

Mr.  Domnich  Browne  rose,  but  his 
voice  was  drowned  in  the  cries  of  **  Ques- 
tion." 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  felt  the  import- 
ance of  coming  to  a  decision  that  night,  but 
begged  a  hearing  for  his  hon.  friend  the 
member  for  Mayo,  who  had  the  great 
pariiamentary  merit  of  making  short 
speeches. 

Mr.  Domimck  Browne  said,  it  was  now 
proposed  that  they  should  of  a  sudden  come 
to*a  decision  quite  opposed  to  that  which 
they  had  entertained  for  the  last  three  or 
four  months.  It  always  gave  him  great 
pain  to  differ  from  his  Majesty's  Ministers, 
but  he  was  compelled  to  do  so  in  the  pre- 
sent instance.  He  would  rather  have  a 
Tory'  Administration— -would  rather  see  the 
present  Ministry  break  up— would  rather 
see  a  dinolation  dT  Ptoliameat,  than  that 


it  should  go  forth  into  Ireland  that  the  Re- 
formed Parliament  had  declared  that 
Church  '  property  was  inalienable.  He 
could  conceive  nothing  more  disastrous  than 
the  effects  which  such  a  proceeding 
would  have  on  the  people  of  Ii^eland. 

Mr.  Baidwin  supported  the  clause  as  it 
originally  stood.  He  denied  that  the 
clause  went  to  appropriate  Church  pro- 
perty ;  all  that  it  appropriated  was  the  right 
of  the  reversion  to  the  property  at  present 
held  on  lease. 

Mr.  Robert  Ferguson  wished  to  have  the 
principle  established  and  the  details  might 
be  altered ;  but  the  withdrawal  of  the 
clause  would  do  away  with  the  principle. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  wished  the  House 
to  be  aware  that  the  clause  did  not  open 
the  question  whether  the  State  had  or  had 
not  a  right  to  deal  with  Church  property. 
No  such  question  was  at  issue  before  the 
House.  If  it  were  he  might  be  obliged  to 
vote  one  way,  and  his  right  hon.  friend 
another.  That  was  not  the  question  at 
issue,  and  those  who  voted  for  the  omission 
of  the  clause  might  adhere  to  and  act  upon 
their  opinion,  that  Parliament  might  inter- 
fere  with  Church  property  without  any  in- 
consistency whatever.  The  Government 
thought  that  the  property  was  different 
from  any  other  description  of  Church  pro- 
perty referred  to  in  the  clause,  and  might 
be  separated  from  it;  but  that  idea  had 
been  discountenanced  by  both  sides  of  the 
House.  The  question  then  was  whether 
the  property  was  not  to  be  dealt  with  as 
other  Chuixh  property,  and  to  be  placed  in 
the  same  fund,  and  devoted  to  the  same 
purpose,  as  other  Church  property  ?  He 
again  repeated,  that  the  abstract  question  of 
the  right  of  Parliament  to  deal  with 
Church  property  was  not  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  Question 
that  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill  :— 
Ayes  149 ;  Noes  280— Majority  131. 

The  House  resumed"— the  Committee  to 
sit  agnin. 
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HalcomLe,  J« 
Hope,  H.  F. 
Hurst,  H.  H. 
Hyelt,  W.  H. 

Ingham*  R* 
Inglis,  Sir  R. 
Janiayn>  Earl 
JenHngkam,lfai.H.V. 
JokustaBt^SieJ*  V. 
&appel,M^io#a 
Kemu  EacI  of 
Key»  Sir  J. 
Kins,E.B. 
Knatchbutt^Sir  £. 
Laboiichere,  H. 
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LttDgstott,  J.  H. 

ljMlf9lOO»  Col.  G. 

Ltekwmt  C.  S. 
LenoOf  Sir  0. 
liCDDox,  Lord  A« 
X^eater,  fi.  L. 
Lewis,  Hoi.  T.  F. 
Liincoin,  Earl  of 
Littleton,  B.  J. 
Locke,  Vf, 
liowthcr,  Hon.  C.  H. 
Lomley,  Visconot 
LushingtoOy  Dr.  S. 
Lyall,  G. 

Lo^gOD,  lin.  Col«  U.  B^ 
Maberly,  Col. 
Macaulay,  T.  B. 
Blanglea,  J. 
Manyaty  J. 
MmrsbaU,  J. 
Mildmay,  P.  St.  J. 
Bdilier,  W.  H. 
Miltoa,  Lord  Vi«ct. 
Molyneux,  Lord 
Morpeth,  Viscouot 
Blosley,  Sir  O. 
Mostyn,  Hn.  E.M.L. 
Nortes,  Lord 
Nortli,  F. 
Ossubton,  Lord 
Owen,  H.  C). 
Palmer,  C.  F. 
Palmer,  R. 
PalmentoD,  Vifct. 
Parker,  J. 
Pecbell,  Sir  S.  J.  B. 
Peel,  Sir  R. 
Peel,  Col.  J. 
Pelham,  Un.C.  A.  O. 
PendafffCi,  £.  W. 
Peter,  W. 
Philips,  Sir  G. 
Philips,  C.  M. 
Philpotts,  J. 
Pipot,  R. 
Pinney,  W. 
Plomptre,  J.  P. 
Ponsonby,Hn.W.F.  S. 
Pooller,  J. 
Powell,  Col.  W.  £. 
Poyntz,  W.  S. 
Price,  Sir  R. 
Piyme,  G. 
Reid,  Sir  J.  R. 
Rice,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  S. 
Rickford,  W. 
Rider,  T. 
RUlay,  Sir  M.  W. 
Rol>arts,  A.  W. 
RoM,C. 
Rotch,  B. 
RumboM,  C.  £. 
Russell,  Lord  J. 
Russell,  W.  C. 
Ryle,  J. 
Sandeison,  R. 
SasdoDi  Visct* 


Sanfofd,  B.  A. 
Scott,  Sir  £.  D. 
Scott,  J.  W. 
Scrope,  P. 
Sebright,  Sir  J. 
Shawe,  R.  N. 
Sheppard,  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  R.  G. 
Skipwith,  Sir  G. 
Smith,  J.  A. 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  R.  V. 
Somerset,  Ix>rd  G. 
Spaiikie,Mr.  Sergeant 
Stanley,  £.  G.  S« 
Stanley,  Hon.  U.  T. 
Stanley,  £. 
Starely,  J.  K. 
Stormont,  Viscount 
Strickland,  G. 
Surrey,  F.arl  of 
Sutton,  Rt.  Ho.  CM., 

Speaker 
Tancred,  H.  W. 
Taylor,  Rt.Hn.M.  A. 
Thompson,  Aid. 
Thomson,  P.  B. 
Tower,  C.  T. 
Townley,  R.  G. 
Trottbridge,  Sir  £.  T. 
TuUamore,  Lord 
Tyrell,SirJ.T. 
Verney,  Sir  H. 
Vernon,  Hon.  G.  J. 
Vernon,  G.  H. 
Villiers,  Viscount 
Vivian,  Sir  II. 
Vivian,  J.  H. 
Vyvyun,  Sir  R. 
Walker,  R. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 
Waterpark,  Lord 
Watson,  lion.  R. 
Wedgwood,  J. 
Weyland,  Major  R. 
Whilbread,  W.  IL 
Willoughby,SirH. 
Winning^n,  Sir  T. 
Wood,  Colonel  T. 
Wood,  C. 
Wrottesley,  Sir  J. 
Wynn,  Rt.  Hn.  C,  W. 
Yorke,  Captain  C.  P. 
Young,  G.  T. 

SCOTLAND. 

Adam,  Adm. 
Agoew,  Sir  A. 
Arbttthoot,  Hn.  Gen. 
Bannermiin,  A. 
Bruce,  Cumming 
Colouhoun,  J. 
Dunlop,  Capt.  J. 
£lliott,  Hon.  Capt. 
£wiof,  J. 

Fergusson,  Capt.  G. 
Goi^ODi  Hon.  Capt, 


Christmas,  J.  N. 
Cole,  Lord 
Cole,  Hon.  A* 
Conolly,  Col.  £.  M. 
Cooper,  £.  J. 
Corry,  Hon.  H.  L. 
Daly,  J. 

Ferguson,  Sir  R.  A. 
Hayes,  Sir  £. 
Hill,  Lord  M. 
Knox,  Hn.  Col.  J.  J. 
Lefroy,  A. 
Maxwell,  H. 
Mullinst  F.  W. 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Gen.  J. 
Oxmantowo,  Lord 
Perceval,  Col. 
Shaw,  F. 
Tennant,  Ji  K. 
Vemer,  Col.  W; 
Young,  J. 


Grant,  Rt  Hon.  C. 
Hay,  Sir  J. 
Hay,  Col.  A.  L. 
Jeffrey,  Rt.  Hon.  F. 
Johnston,  A. 
Johnstone,  J.  J.  H. 
Ix)ch,  J. 

Mackenzie,  J.  A.  S. 
Macleod,  R. 
Maxwell,  Sir  J. 
Murray,  J.  A. 
Ross,H. 
Sinclair,  George 
Stewart,  £. 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  S. 
Traill,  G. 

IRELAND. 

AchesoD,  Vise. 
Archda]I,Gcn.  M. 
Bateson,  Sir  R. 
Belfast,  £arl  of 
Castlereagb,  Vise. 

Warwick  Election.]  Sir  Ronald 
Ferguson,  in  moving,  pursuant  to  notice, 
for  a  Select  Committee  to  consider  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  Warwick 
Election  Petition,  said,  that  he  would  not 
trespass  at  any  length  upon  the  time  of  the 
House  at  that  late  nour,  hut  should  content 
himiielf  with  a  hricf  statement  of  facts.  On 
the  20th  of  February,  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented from  certain  electors  of  the  horough 
of  Warwick  against  the  return  of  Sir 
Charles  Greville,  on  the  ground  of  corrup- 
tion, bribery,  and  the  illegal  and  uncon- 
stitutional interference  of  the  Earl  of  War- 
wick iu  the  election.  Immediately  after- 
wards a  counter  petition  was  presented 
against  Mr.  Bolton  King,  the  present  sit- 
ting Member.  A  Committee  was  appointed 
in  May  to  investigate  the  allegations  of 
bribery  and  corruption  against  the  agents 
of  Sir  Charles  Greville,  and  the  alleged 
illegal  interference  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick 
on  his  behalf.  As  regarded  the  case  of 
Mr.  Bolton  King,  there  was  no  charge  of 
unoonstitutional  interference,  the  petition 
against  his  return  being  confined  to  allega- 
tions of  bribery.  The  Committee  sat,  and 
proof  was  given  that  twenty-two  voters 
had  been  bribed  by  Sir  Charles  Greville's 
agents.  Upon  this  the  counsel  of  Sir 
Charles  Greville  gave  up  the  case,  and  the 
Committee  had  no  means  of  continuing  th« 
inquiry,  there  being  no  party  to  defray  the 
heavy  expenses  inseparable  from  it.  Tho 
investigation  was  therefore  closed ;  but  the 
Committee  thought  they  had  had  sufficient 
evidence  submitted  to  them  to  enable  them 
to  make  a  special  Report.  He  was  now  to 
ask  the  permission  of  the  House  to  institute 
a  further  inquiry  into  the  subject.    It  wa9 
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proved  that  Mr.  Brown,  steward  to  Sir 
Charles  Greville,  had  paid  into  a  bank,  in 
the  town  of  Warwick^  3,500/.,  to  the  cnsdit 
of  Mr.  Tibbetts^  town  clerk^  who  was  the 
agent  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  that 
Tibbetts  gave  checks  to  th&  agents  employed 
in  the  election.  He  thought  that  he  had 
stated  enough  to  satisfy  the  House  that 
this  was  a  case  for  further  inquiry.  It 
was  with  great  regret  he  found  himself 
compelled  to  move  for  a  Select  Committee, 
but  he  referred  any  Gentleman,  who  doubt- 
ed its  necessity,  to  the  evidence.  He  pro- 
posed to  name,  as  a  Select  Committee,  the 
Gentlemen  who  had  sat  on  the  Election  [ 
Committee,  because  they  were  best  qualified 
to  resume  and  carry  on  the  investigation 
from  the  point  at  which  it  had  stopped. 
In  conclusion,  he  moved,  that  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed,  to  consider  and 
report  the  best  mode  of  preventing  bribery, 
treating,  and  other  corrupt  practices,  in 
future  elections  of  Members  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Warwick. 

Lord  Molyneux  seconded  the  Motion. 

Sir  J(^n  Hanmer  opposed  the  Motion, 
and  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  allega- 
tions contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee were  not  borne  out  by  the  evidence. 
He  deprecated  the  institution  of  the  pro- 
posed inquiry,  merely  on  the  ground  of  so 
few  as  twenty  cases  of  bribery,  and  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  Parliament  would  not, 
at  the  present  late  period  of  the  Session, 
enter  into  such  a  discussion. 

Mr.  ElUce  rose  to  suggest  to  his  hon. 
friend  (Sir  Ronald  Ferguson)  the  intro- 
duction of  an  Amendment  into  his  Motion, 
which  he  thought  was  essentially  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  objects, 
which  he  had  in  view,  into  effect.  One 
of  the  grounds  upon  which  his  hon.  friend 
moved  for  this  Committee  was,  that  the 
late  Committee  had  been  stopped  in  its 
inquiries  into  the  proceedings  that  had 
taken  place  at  the  late  election  for  War- 
wick. Now  it  did  not  appear,  from  the 
terms  in  which  his  hon.  friend's  Motion 
was  worded,  that  the  Committee  which  he 
proposed  to  appoint  would  have  the  power 
to  inquire  into  those  proceedings.  He 
would,  therefore,  suggest,  that  the  Motion 
should  be  altered  to  this  effect : — "  That  a 
Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  make 
further  inquiry  into  the  proceedings  that 
took  place  at  the  last  election  for  the  city 
of  Warwick,  and  to  consider  and  report 
what  further  means  should  be  adopted  to 
prevent  bribery,  treating,  &c.,  in  that  bo- 
nmgb."   The  present  Motion  was  proposed 


without  reference  to  who  had,  or  who  had 
not,  been  candidates  there  at  the  late  dec 
tion,  and  the  object  of  it  was  to  trace  thoie 
proceedings  to  tiheir  source,  aod  to  pnwride 
a  remedy  against  their  recurrence. 

Mr.  Langdale  maintained,  that  the  iftate- 
ments  contained  in  the  Report  of  tl»e  Com- 
mittee were  fully  home  out  by  the  evidence 
that  had.  been  laid  before  them^  and  that 
the  House  would  lose  its  character  with  the 
country  if  it  did  not  institute  the  yropoaed 
inquiry. 

Sir  Edward  KnaichhuU  suggested,  that 
the  precedent  in  the  Stafford  case  sihould 
be  followed  in  this. 

Mr.  Halcoinbe  said,  if  they  should  go  into 
the  inquiry,  it  would  be  found  that  War- 
wick was  a  place  in  which  bribery  had 
been  little  known.  He  was  surprised  at 
the  Report  of  the  Committee,  looking  ar 
the  evidence  which  had  been  laid  before 
them,  and  he  was  further  surprised  that, 
instead  of  calling  Sir  Charles  Greville's 
banker  before  them  to  give  evidence,  they 
had  called  Lord  Warwick's  banker  for  that 
purpose.  That  was  a  new  way  to  elicit 
evidence.  It  was  extremely  hard  thus  to 
call  in  a  third  party,  a  banker,  and  make 
him  produce  the  private  accounts  of  an  in- 
dividual banking  with  him,  in  order  to 
bring  home  a  charge  of  bribery  to  another 
person.  If  he  were  placed  in  such  a  situa- 
tion, he  would  rather  go  to  Newgate  thsn 
give  evidence  so  required  from  him. 

Sir  Ronald  Ferguson  said.  Sir  Charles 
Greville,  he  believed,  had  no  banker  in 
Warwick.  He  was  ready  to  adopt  the 
Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend. 

The  Motion,  as  amended,  was  canied. 

On  the  Motion,  that  the  Members  of  the 
late  Warwick  Election  Committee  should 
be  appointed  as  the  Members  of  the  Select 
Committee,  being  put. 

Sir  Edward  KnatdibuU  moved,  as  an 
Amendment,  that  the  said  Select  Caa« 
mittee  should  be  chosen  h%  ballot. 

Mr.  Murraff  said,  that  the  carxying  of 
such  an  Amendment  would  tend  to  cast  an 
unjust  reflection  on  the  Members  of  the 
late  Committee^  who  had  fearlessly  dii> 
charged  their  duty;  and  that  the  only 
effect  of  it  would  be  to  cloak  the  briheiy 
that  had  taken  place. 

The  House  divided  on  the  Amendment; 
Ayes  1 1 ;  Noes  97 — Majority  86. 

The  Committee  accordingly  appointed* 
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HOUSE    OF   LORDS, 
Monday^  June  24,  1833. 


ICiMUTU.]  FrtlUum  iniiMiitiil  By  Lofd  SurnsLD,  ftom 
Hexham  (NocthumbcckDd)  for  Chmdi  Refonn.— By  Clie 
Earl  of  SHiurwniiTBT,  firam  the  Roman  CatboUoi  of 
Wigan,  Id  l<ffiHti>  Marriafa  Perfbcmed  by  thair  own 
Cktgymw  oBly.--By  the  Bkhop  of  Lighvibld  and 
CoTBirrmTy  ftom  Baikm*— Ibr  a  Better  ObNnranoe  of 
the  Lord's  Day.— By  the  Duke  of  WnxrifOToir,  ftom 
Invemeit,  fbr  4hoHsWng  SlaTery*  and  givhig  CompanM- 
tieo  to  tfaaOwaenof  Wert-India  PiDperty.-By  the  Eari 
of  Camimum,  tnm  a  Methodist  Coogrqjation,  fix 
Abolishinc  SlsTcty,  and  giving  Rdigious  Instnietian  to 
the  NcfRML 

Local  Jurisdiction.]    On  the  Mo- 
tion for  recommittiDg  this  Bill, 

The  Earl  of  Eldon  rose  and  said,  that 
if  the  measures  then  before  their  Lord- 
ships, and  the  Bills  in  the  other  House, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  alter  the  exist- 
ing state  of  the  law  were  passed,  as  it 
were,  in  a  mass,  the  consequence  would 
be  a  great  deal  of  mischief  and  confusion. 
Iq  opposing  those  measures,  he  was  not 
actuated  by  anything  personal — far  from 
it.    He  protested  before  their  Lordships, 
that  nothing  but  the  most  sincere  wish  to 
do  his  duty,  and  more  particularly  to  the 
poor  subjects  of  this  country,  could  in- 
duce him  to  give  the  determined  opposi- 
tion which  he  meant  to  give  to  the  present 
Bill.    He  would  say :  '*  Let  the  Bill  go 
over  and  over  again  through  a  Committee, 
and  if  it  could  be  so  altered  as  to  meet  his 
views  (which  he  feared  was  impossible), 
he  would  not  further  oppose  it;  but  if  the 
cootrary  were  the  case,  he  would  come 
down  on  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  and 
enter  his  protest  against  it."    He  begged 
leave  to  examine  the  Bill  a  little  in  detail. 
Was  it  a  Bill  for  at  once  establishing 
Local  Goarttthrottghoot  the  country  ?  No 
such  thing.     It  went  to  alter  the  whole 
course  of  proceedings  under  the  common 
law,  by  selecting  such  counties,  or  parts  or 
districts  of  counties,  as  those  to  whom  the 
power  was  given,   might   think  fit  and 
proper  places  wherein  to  try  this  new  ex- 
periment.   What  would    be  the  conse- 
quence   of   this?    Why,    there    would, 
under  this  system,  be  one  mode  of  admi- 
nistering the  law  in  one  county,  and  an- 
other in  another  county.     In  some  dis- 
tricts they  would  proceed   according  to 
^  existing  law  of  the  land,  while   in 
others,  they  would  have  recourse  to  the 
&>uru  esublbhed  under  this  Bill,  for  the 
purpose,  he  supposed,  of  enabling  people 
^  judge  whether  the  new  sptem,  or  the 
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of  the  law  were  more  disinterested  than 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
sack seemed  to  suppose.  The  Judges  were 
willing  to  assist  in  effecting  any  improve- 
ment or  wise  alteration  in  the  iaw,a1tnough 
they  might  view  with  some  apprehension 
so  extensive  and  sweeping  a  measure  as 
this.    He  objected  to  that  part  of  the 
Bill  which  related  to  the  appointment  of 
Judges  in  the  Local  Courts.    There  was 
a  wide  difference  between  the  way  in 
which  the  law  was  now  administered  by 
the  sages  of  Westminster-hall,  and  the 
way  in  which  it  would  probably  be  ad- 
ministered by  young  men  of  ten  years* 
standing  at    the  bar,  or  sergeants  who 
might   not  be  of   ten   years'   standing. 
There  were  many  contradictions  and  dis- 
crepancies in  the  Bill.    The  first  clause 
assumed  the  positive  necessity  which  ex- 
isted   for    the    establishment   of    Local 
Courts,  while  the  second  spoke  of  the 
matter  as  being  neither  more  nor  less  than 
a  mere  trial — a  mere  experiment.    Under 
this  new  system ,  the  country  Commissioners 
of  Bankrupt  would  be  superseded.    Now, 
he  knew,  from  his  own  experience  for 
many  years,  that  the  country  Commis- 
sioners of  Bankrupt  were  a  most  estimable 
body  of  men.     Many  of  them  had  been 
at  the  bar,  or  had  practised  as  solicitors, 
for  a  long  period  of  time ;   and  he  knew 
not  of  any  delinquency  having  ever  been 
committed  by  any  of  them.    Ha  could  not 
approve  of  a  measure  by  which  a  young 
iMirrister  was  to  be  sent  down  to  supersede 
the  Judges  of  the  land.    Such  a  barrister 
would  be  empowered  under  this  Bill  to 
meddle  with  the  real  property  of  indivi- 
duals, to  deal  with  estates,  either  in  pos- 
session or  reversion,  where  verdicts  were 
obtained  in  one  species  of  cases  for  20/., 
and  in  another  for  50/.     He  objected  also 
to  the  Judge,  who  had  fruitlessly  attempt- 
ed to  reconcile  a  cause,  being  afterwards 
allowed  to  preside  at  the  trial  of  that 
cause  in  the  Local  Court.    Against  that, 
there  was  no  provision  in  the  Bill.     He 
would  pay  proper  attention  to  the  Bill,  if 
it  got  into  Committee ;  but  he  could  not 
conceive  any  alteration  that   could    be 
made  in  it  that  would  lead  him  to  give  his 
consent  to  such  a  measure.     He  should 
not  say  a  word  in  the  Committee,  because 
he  could  not  see  what  alteration  could  be 
made  in  the  measure,  so  as  to  render  it  a 
safe  and  proper  one ;  but  if  the  Bill  arrived 
at  a  third  reading,  he  would  come  down, 
and  with  all  his  oeart  and  soul,  legiitar 
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his  dissent  to  the  measure.  It  might  be 
considered  the  opinion  of  a  superannnated 
lawyer ;  bnt  such  as  it  was,  the  present 
generation  and  posterity  should  be  apprized 
of  it.  His  Lordship  concluded  by  moving : 
'*  That  this  Bill  be  re-committed  this  day 
six  months/' 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  he  was  sure 
bis  noble  and  learned  friend  would  believe 
that  he  was  sincere  when  he  expressed 
the  great  respect  which  he  must  naturally 
feel  for  his  long  and  mature  experience ; 
and  he  would  further  observe,  that  any 
opinion  which  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  might  form,  however  different  it 
might  be  from  his  own,  must  always 
command  his  attention.  The  alarm 
respecting  Law  Reforms,  however,  which 
on  this,  as  on  former  -occasions,  his 
noble  and  learned  friend  had  manifested, 
seemed  to  deprive  him  of  that  acuteness 
and  accuracy  of  judgment  which  were  ne« 
cessary  in  coming  to  a  correct  knowledge 
of  the  nature  and  principles  of  the  intend- 
ed alterations.  He  confidently  expected, 
that  when  the  measure  was  reduced  to  its 
proper  sise — when  it  was  shown  in  its 
own  troe  and  natural  dimensions — when  ic 
was  proved  that  it  was  not  likely  to  pro- 
duce those  evils  which  the  scared  imagina- 
tion of  his  noble  and  learned  friend  had 
predicted,  it  would  receive  the  sanction  of 
the  House.  He  could  not,  however,  and  he 
was  sorry  for  it,  hope  for  the  support  of  his 
noble  and  learned  friend  to  the  measure, 
— he  could  not  hope,  that  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  would  hereafter  feel  less 
repugnance  to  it  than  he  did  at  present. 
First  of  all,  his  noble  and  learned  friend, 
exercising  his  own  judgment  on  the  sub* 
ject,  had  assumed,  that  a  mass  of  itieasures, 
having  extensive  law  reforms  for  their 
object,  were  to  be  considered  at  once — 
were  to  be  taken  in  the  lump — were  to  be 
swallowed  at  one  gdip — without  any  time 
being  given  for  deglutition  or  digestion. 
So  far  from  that  being  the  case,  the  pur- 
pose of  those  who  had  the  care  of  these  mea- 
sures was  to  avoid  such  haste— to  render 
it,  impossible,  if  any  thing  could  effect  that, 
Icff  any  one  to  bring  that  charge.  To 
attempt  lo  preclude  the  bare  possibility  of 
himself  and  bis  learned  friend  being  sub- 
jected to  such  a  charge,  the  measures  had 
all  been  separated ;  they  had  been  kept 
aeduloosly  i^rt;  one  byone  they  had  t>een 
propounded  to  their  Lofdships— 4>ne  by 
one  they  had  been  brought  forward,  with 
oaoh  eipUuiations  as  could  be  giren  of 


them  —  and  on   no  occasioD  bad   thev 
Lordships    been  called    on    to  consider 
more  than    one  of  them.     All   that  be 
and  his  learned  friends  had  done  Ofi  any 
occasion,  and  all  that  their  Lord^ipa  bad 
been  called  oa  to  do  on  any  given  eveniii^ 
was,  to  advance  one  of  these  measinvs  one 
little  moderate  step.  His  noble  and  learn- 
ed friend  had  expressed  himself  sorry  tl^t 
they  were  legislating  In   such  a  hurry; 
but  to  show  how  slowly  they  bad   pro- 
ceeded, he  would  just  advert  to  the  coarse 
which  had  been  pursued.    First,  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  was,  by  agreement,  to  be 
taken  and  discussed  on  the  motion  for 
going   into   Ck)mmittee.    He  (the   Lord 
Chancellor)  came  down  and  opened  the 
measure    to    their   Lordships,   a    debate 
ensued,  was   brought  to  a  close,  and, 
without  a  division,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Bill.  Why, 
then,  one  would  have  thought,  when  their 
Lordships  had  gone  into  the  Committer, 
and  disposed  of  the  principle  of  the  mea- 
sure— when,  in  fact,  they  had  been  twice 
in  Committee,  and  made  amendments  in 
the  Bill,  that  all  further  opposition  to  the 
measure  as  a  whole  would  have  been  at 
an  end.    But  now,  on  a  motion  for  re- 
committing the  Bill,  up  got  his  noble  and 
learned  friend,  and  made  a  motion  which 
was  directed,  not  against  the  details,  hot 
against  the  principle  of  the  measttr«  which 
had  already  been  recognized.     He  never 
knew  such  a  course  to  have  been  adopted 
in  either  House  of  Parliament.     On  the 
motion  that  the    House   should    resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee,  into  which  they 
had  previously  gone,  and  m  which  they 
had  made  some  progress,  and  when  they 
were  al)out  to  make  still  farther  progress, 
his  noble  and  learned  friend   rose  and 
proposed  the  extroordinary  amendment, 
that  the  Bill  should  be  recommitted  that 
day  six  months,  instead  of  going  on,  and 
making  some  further  progress  in  this  great 
question.    This  course  of  proceeding  was 
somewhat  hard  on  their  Lordships.     He 
would  not  complain  of  any  inconvenience 
which  it  had  caused  to  himself,  although 
he  must  say,  that  it  was  a  hardship  on 
him  also.    They  had  taken  the  debate  on 
the  principle — they  had  gone  into  Com- 
mittee— night  afWr  nighty  by  considering 
the  Bill  in  Committee,  they  had  admitted 
the  principle — and  yet  several  attempts 
had  afterwards  been  made  to  impugn  it. 
Ohe  night  he  had  a  long  argument  with 
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httmi)i  when  the  principle  of  the  Bill  was 
largely  dieeuHed :  tbat  noble  and  learned 
friend  oaipe  down  on  another  night,  and, 
on  ibe  notion  for  coomtittng  the  Bill, 
enCnred  on  the  same  aabject;  and  now, 
when  they  were  about  rercommitting  the 
Bill,  be  wa»  coApelled  again  to  renew  the 
debate  with  bia  other  noble  and  learned 
friend.  When  this  debate  was  cloeed, 
and  hie  noble  and  learned  friend's  motion 
waa  nfgalifed,  as  he  hoped  their  Lordships 
woidd  negative  it,  after  they  bad  gone 
into  the  Conmittee*  and  made  some  pro- 
greea,  be  supposed  some  other  noble 
Lord  would,  on  a  future  occasion,  come 
down  and  renew  the  discussion  of  the 
prindpie  of  the  measure,  ren^w  the  debate, 
renew  the  opposition  to  the  Bill,  and  with 
pieoiseW  the  same  result.  He  knew  not 
wbwe  this  sort  of  proceeding  was  to  end 
— he  knew  not  when  the  discussk>n  waa 
to  teruMnate— if  this  plan  were  adopted ; 
because  he  who  was  defeated  one  nigbt, 
mif^t,  afttf  three  debates,  come  forward 
and  raise  a  fouith  debate ;  another  noble 
Lord  migbt  raise,  in  the  same  manner,  a 
fifth  ddiate^  and  thus  create  an  immensity 
of  delay.  They  might  still  go  on  thus 
debating  tbe  principle  of  the  Bill  (after  it 
bad  been  decided  on),  day  after  day,  and 
that  too  on  one  stage  of  the  measure. 
This,  he  thought,  a  most  extraordinary 
mode  of  meeting  a  question.  He  never 
knew  it  to  have  been  adopted  in  the 
Riealeet  heats  that  had  prevailed  in  either 
House  of  Parliament.  He  had  never 
known  soeh  a  system  to  have  been  acted 
on  ki  the  House  of  Commons,  amidst  the 
fiercest  debates,  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing any  poinu  Such  a  course  had  not 
bMs  pmwed  wtn  on  that  great  questkNi, 
the  Refons  Bill,  although  the  greatest  dis- 
position to  oppose  and  to  obstruct  it  pre- 
vailed. On  U&at  occasKMi,  the  course  of 
opposition  which  noble  Lords  now  adopt- 
ed had  not  been  brought  forward  in 
either  House  of  Parliament.  He  judged, 
ftorn  sonaa  of  his  noUe  and  learned 
friend's  objections,  that  he  had  mia- 
undeistQod,  because  he  had  certainly 
misrepsaaentad,  the  detaib  of  this  Bill. 
His  noUe  and  learned  friend  com- 
plained that  it  was  an  experiment.  In 
one  senae  he  wouki  claim  tbe  expression, 
ha  had  aMde  use  of  it  himself,  but  cer- 
tainly not  in  the  senaB  in  which  his  noble 
sad  learned  friend  used  it,  nor  in  the 
isnsa  »  which  it  had  been  used  by  his 
nehla  and  leaiaad  friend  tbe  lau  Chief 


Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  from 
similar  inadvertence.  There  was  no  one 
that  ever  mooted  the  question  of  local 
courts  for  the  last  fifteen  years— and  he 
followed  several  who  had  done  so — ^who 
was  not  convinced  that  tbe  establishment 
of  those  courts  was  expedient— that  such 
courts  were  necessary — ^that  the  time  bad 
come  when  this  great  and  salutary  im- 
provement of  the  law  should  be  carried 
mto  efiect — that  the  Legislature  was 
called  on  to  grant  this  mighty  blessing— 
this  act  of  common  justkre  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects.  It  was  no  experiment 
there(bre  on  this  point — namely,  whether 
these  courts  were  expedient  or  necessary, 
or  ought  to  be  established.  If  any  noble 
Lord  doubted  this,  and  much  less  if  ha 
denied  it— if  he  thought  this  was  an  ex* 

Eunent  in  the  sense  of  the  noUe  and 
jned  Lords  to  whom  he  had  alluded — 
he  certainly  would  have  no  right  to  ex- 
pect that  noble  Lord's  support  on  this 
occasion.  But  tbe  Bill  proceeded  on  a* 
principle  wbkh  was  firmly  established 
— namely,  that  such  courts  ought  to  be 
established.  That  point  was  settksd. 
But  thus  far  it  was  an  experimeut— it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  asoertaio  how  the 
principle  worked,  in  order  that  they  might 
know  bow  to  construct  the  machinery  for 
carrying  it  into  effect ;  and  render  its  d«. 
tails  perfect;  and,  therefore,  it  waa  pro- 
posed to  establish  two  or  three  of  these 
courts  in  different  places  before  Ihey  were 
spread  over  tbe  whole  country.  They 
would  thus  have  the  advantage  of  kaow- 
ing  how  far  the  details  aasweied-*how  faa 
the  machiaery  of  the  Court  was  efiieclive 
— how  far.  the  minuter  parts  of  the  system 
were  adapted  to  answer  tbe  proposed  end, 
whkh  it  was  imposaible  for  them  to  know 
till  they  had  had  tbe  benefit  of  experience. 
They  would  thus  be  enabled  to  avoid  evils, 
and  introduce  that  which  *would  be  ad- 
vantageous according  to  the  ioformataoa 
which  the  Uial  might  afibrd.  There  was, 
however,  no  question  whatever  as  to  the 
expediency  of  establishing  those  Courts ; 
that  was  decided,  and  in  that  there  waa 
nothing  of  experiment.  All  that  waa 
aimed  at  in  taking  this  oowse  was  to  give 
a  fair  trial  to  the  working  of  the  delaila 
and  machiaery  of  tbe  meaaare,  in  order 
that  they  might  see  what  they  wouMdo.  To 
show  bow  uafsirly  mea»  actuated  by  strong 
feelings,  and  anxmua  to  advance^  aves  at 
hasard,  strong  obyeetions  against  a  men 
sure,  weie  apt  lo  cooduet  themaebe%  ha 
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would  just  advert  to  what  had  been 
alleged  against  this  measure  and  the  in- 
troducers of  it.  If  he  had  at  once  said, 
'*  Let  those  Courts  be  immediately  estab- 
li  hed  over  all  England — let  Local  Courts 
be  fixed  in  every  county  or  every  (lart  of 
a  county,  where  it  may  seem  desirable/' 
would  not  his  noble  and  learned  friend  have 
exclaimed — "  What!  are  you  going  to 
establish  twenty  or  twenty-live  Courts, 
before  any  mortal  man  can  possibly  know 
whether  the  machinery  of  those  Courts  is 
adapted  to  your  purpose  ?  I  recommend 
you,  in  the  first  instance,  to  try  three  or  four 
Courts ;  you  will  then  see  how  the  machi- 
nery of  the  proposed  Bill  is  likely  to  an- 
swer, and  you  will  know  how  to  proceed. 
Improvements  may  be  suggested,  and  then, 
and  then  only,  you  may  spread  those  Courts 
all  over  the  country."  His  noble  and 
learned  friend  objected  to  the  machinery 
of  the  Court  of  Reconcilement,  and  spoke 
of  the  inexpediency  of  making  the  Judge 
of  the  Local  Courts  also  a  Judge  in  cases 
of  reconcilement,  inasmuch  as  if  he  failed 
in  reconciling  the  parties,  he  would  not 
be  able  with  any  degree  of  propriety  to  try 
the  cause.  His  noble  and  learned  friend 
complained,  that  this  difficulty  was  not 
provided  for,  but  it  ceirtaioly  was,  and  the 
only  thing  necessary  was  to  take  two  conti- 
guous districts  and  unite  the  Courts  to 
this  extent,  that  reconcilement  cases  which 
failed  in  the  one  Court  should  be  taken 
as  actions  to  the  other.  His  noble  and 
learned  friend  had  alluded  to  him  as 
attacking  the  profession  of  the  law  to 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  belong  (a 
profession  to  which,  and  to  the  members  of 
which,  he  felt  as  sincerely  attached  as  his 
noble  and  learned  friend),  and  his  noble 
and  learned  friend  appeared  to  blamehim  for 
having  described  some  of  the  members  of 
that  profession  as  being  hostile  to  changes 
and  improvements  in  the  law,  and  liable 
to  the  general  charge  of  illiberality.  Now  he 
certainly  had  stated ,  and  was  read  y  to  repeat 
the  statement,  that  it  was  not  unnatural, 
but  the  very  contrary  (though  much  to  be 
regretted),  that  from  their  character  and 
habits  lawyers  were  much  averse  from 
change  in  any  part  of  the  system  under 
which  many  of  them  had  lived  long,  in 
which  they  had  grown  old,  and  to  which 
tbey  were  attached;  that  they  were,  be- 
yond all  bounds  of  reason  or  justice,  averse, 
not  80  much  on  account  of  their  own  in- 
terest, in  many  cases  (such  as  that  of  his 

noble  and  learned  friend),  as  ia  conse* 


1112 


quence  of  irresistible  prejudice,  from  any 
material  alteration  in  the  law;  and,  fur- 
ther, that  in  a  great  number  of  cases  they 
were  influenced  in  their  opposition  to 
change  by  views  connected  with  their  own 
interest,  by  which  they  could  not  fadp 
being  swayed,  and  for  being  swayed  by 
which  he  did  not  blame,  but,  on  tne  con- 
trary, commended  them.  Under  such 
circumstances,  it  was  perfectly  ttataral 
that  persons  in  the  legal  profession  siionld 
be  extremely  set  against  improvements  in 
the  law,  and  should  oppose  them  with  ail 
their  might.  He  said  nothing  against  that; 
it  was  quite  natural  and  unavoidable;  but 
that  was  no  reason  why  he  should  yidd  to 
the  opposition,  and  above  all  it  was  no 
reason  why  their  Lordships  should  yield 
to  it.  It  might  be  the  interest  of  the  legal 
profession  to  resist  such  bills  as  the  pre- 
sent ;  but  it  was  not  the  interest  of  the 
country  or  of  suitors  that  they  should  be 
successfully  resisted ;  and  their  Lordships 
would  bear  in  mind  also,  that  the  tnterest 
of  members  of  the  profession  of  the  law 
constituted  no  reason  for  the  Legislature 
turning  a  deaf  ear  to  the  cases  of  those 
who  were  the  prey  of  the  profession,  or, 
more  properly  speaking,  of  the  abuses  and 
faults  of  the  existing  system.  He  would 
go  further,  and  say,  that  the  system  itself 
might  be  to  a  considerable  extent  good — 
its  foundation  might  be  solid,  and  the 
bulk  of  the  superstructure  pure — the  be- 
nefits connected  with  it  might  outweigh 
its  defects;  all  this  might  be  peHectiy 
tnie  of  our  legal  system,  but  did  it  follow 
that  we  were  not  to  introduce  all  the  im- 
provements which  it  required,  and  of 
which  it  was  susceptible  ?  He  asked  their 
Lordships,  or  any  other  men  Itving  who 
had  no  sinister  motives  or  private  inter* 
ests  to  warp  their  judgments,  whether 
beneficial  alterations  ought  to  be  impeded 
because  there  was  a  reluctance  in  the  pro- 
fession to  admit  them?  He  app^ed 
from  the  narrow  prejudices  of  a  few  indi- 
viduals, and  from  the  interested  views  of 
more;  and  from  the  sinister  moUres  of 
others,  to  the  good  sense  of  their  Lord- 
ships and  of  all  mankind — he  appealed 
from  those  whose  prejudices,  quite  apart 
from,  and  independent  of,  any  possible 
private  interest  or  personal  motive,  leagued 
them  (as  in  the  case  of  his  noble  and 
learned  friend)  with  the  interested  nem- 
bers  of  the  profession,  and  induced  them 
to  lend  their  powerful  co-operation  to 
those  who  were  stedfiMtly  set  against  aH 


1113  looalJurisdktiofu  {June  24}  LocalJumdktum.  1114 


iinpiOYeiBeDt — ^he  appealed  from  such  in- 
dividuals to  the  country.  This  system 
of  local  jurisdiction^. which  had  been  de* 
scribed  as  all  but  a  revolution,  which  was 
characterized  as  unsettling  the  foundations 
of  property  and  tearing  up  law  by  the 
roots,  had  been  in  a  considerable  degree 
the  law  of  Ireland  for  the  last  half  cen- 
tury, in  that  country  a  similar  system, 
extending  like  the  present  to  sums  of  20/., 
had  long  existed  without  causing  society 
to  be  disorganized,  the  country  to  be  laid 
waste,  or  the  foundations  of  property  and 
all  rights  to  be  destcoyed.  Not  one  of  the 
speculators  and  theorists  who  had  of  late 
years  discussed  Irish  affairs  ascribed  the 
mischiefs  of  which  they  complained  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  Assistant  Barristers  under 
the  civil  Bill  process,  yet,  as  he  had  al- 
ready stated,  to  the  extent  of  20/.  the 
Local  Courts  of  the  Assistant  Barristers, 
possessed  jurisdiction  all  over  that  part  of 
the  kinipdom.  When  Lord  Clare  first 
established  that  system,  he  was  charged, 
pretty  much,  as  another  Chancellor  had 
lately  been  charged,  with  an  unnatural 
hatred  of  his  own  profession,  with  a 
neglect  of  their  interests,  if  not  with  a 
disposition  to  destroy  the  profession.  Lord 
Clare  despised  these  charges;  he  went 
on ;  the  Legislature  adopted  his  plan  in 
1794  or  1795,  about  the  period  of  the 
French  revolutionary  war,  when  there  ex- 
isted a  morbid  hatred  of  all  improvements, 
provided  they  were  to  be  effected  by  any 
change  in  existing  institutions;  notwith- 
standing that,  the  Legislature  adopted  the 
measure  which  had  been  since  to  the 
unspeakable  benefit  of  that  part  of  the 
kingdom,  the  law  of  the  land.  His  noble 
ajid  learned  friend  had  made  some  remarks 
on  the  subject  of  the  bankruptcy  system, 
and  he  confessed  he  did  feel  a  little  sur- 

{>nsed  at  the  course  of  his  noble  and 
earned  friend's  observations,  Hisnobleand 
learned  friend  said  so  much  in  praise  of 
the  existing  system,  and  lauded  all  persons 
connected  with  its  administration  so  highly, 
more  particularly  the  country  Commis- 
sionefs,  that  he  could  hardly  believe  his 
own  ears  when  he  heard  such  an  eulogium 
fall  from  the  noble  and  learned  Lord's  lips. 
Either  the  Court  of  Chancery,  he  thought 
had  produced  a  marvellous  effect  on  his 
noble  friend,  or  else  his  noble  friend's 
retirement  from  that  office  which  he  now 
so  unworthily  filled  had  worked  a  mighty 
change  in  his  noble  friend's  sentiments; 
for  it  dkl  so  happen,  that  the  first  or  second 


day  of  his  noble  and  learned  friend's  taking 
his  seat  in  Court  was  signalized  by  an 
opinion  on  the  operation  of  the  bankruptcy 
system,  his  representation  of  which  he 
(the  Lord  Chancellor)  scarcely  flattered 
himself  he  could  persuade  their  Lordships 
to  be  true,  unless  he  quoted  the  actual 
words  made  use  of  upon  that  occasion^ 
''  The  Lord  Chancellor  took  the  first 
opportunity  to  express  his  strong  feeling 
of  indignation  at  the  frauds  committed 
under  cover  of  the  bankruptcy  laws,  and 
to  declare  his  determination  to  do  all  in 
his  power  to  repress  them.  His  Lordship 
added  with  considerable  warmth,  that  tbe 
cause  of  the  Bankruptcy  Law  was  a  dis- 
grace to  the  country,  and  that  it  would  be 
better  at  once  to  repeal  all  the  existing 
statutes  on  the  subject,  than  to  go  on  as 
at  present.''  [The  Earl  of  Eldon :  Yes,  but 
I  did  not  come  to  Parliament.]  That 
was  true;  his  noble  and  learned  friend 
did  not  come  to  Parliament,but  he  thought 
it  safer  to  come  to  Parliament  and  ask 
it  to  decide  on  the  subject,  than, 
sitting  as  Judge  in  a  Court  without 
appeal,  to  pronounce  his  own  opinion. 
Surely  this  latter  would  be  a  far  more 
questionable  course  than  coming,  as  he 
did  with  all  humility,  to  ask  their  Lord- 
ships to  amend  a  law  which  admitted  of 
so  many  abuses.  Their  Lordships  recol- 
lected what  had  been  said  aboiit  security 
of  property,  and  the  general  advantages 
and  good  of  all  persons  under  the  exist* 
ing  system.  Let  them  see  how  that  system 
worked,  according  to  his  noble  and  learned 
friend,  who  went  on  to  say,  '^  There  is  no 
mercy  shown  to  the  estate ;  nothing  is  less 
thought  of  than  the  objects  of  the  Com- 
missions* Commissions,  as  they  are  fre- 
quently conducted  in  the  country,  are 
little  more  than  so  much  stock-in-trade 
for  the  Assignees,  the  Solicitors,  and 
(whom  did  uieit  Lordships  think?)  tbe 
Commissioners."  Here,  then,  according 
to  his  noble  and  learned  friend,  was  a  most 
unholy  alliance  amongst  the  very  parties 
whom  he  now  commended — an  alliance 
formed  for  the  flagitious  purpose  of  pil- 
laging the  bankrupt's  estate.  His  noble 
friend  proceeded  to  state,  that  **  instead 
of  solicitors  attending  to  their  duty  in  a 
proper  manner,  as  Ministers  of  the  Court 
in  Commissions  of  Bankruptcy,  Commis- 
sions were  treated  as  matters  of  private 
and  personal  interest — in  fact,  as  so  much 
stock  in  trade."  His  noble  and  learned 
friend  added,  that  **  unless  a  tight  hand 
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were  held  upon  GomtntsBiohs,  they  would 
become  bm  great  a  noisfince  as  any  in  the 
land."  Such  were  his  noble  friend's  sen- 
timents in  1801.  Now  he  did  not  meati 
to  say,  that  in  the  present  day  things 
were  not  greatly  better  than  at  the  time 
when  they  called  forth  these  animadver- 
sions of  his  noble  and  learned  friend ;  ft 
might  be  that  they  were;  but  any  one 
who  had  practised  in  a  Court  of  Law  or 
Equity — any  one  who  had  lived  in  the 
profession  half  as  long  as  he  had  done 
must  know,  that  though  there  might  not 
be  now  the  same  grounds  for  this  excess, 
or,  perhaps,  not  excess,  but  butk  of  vitu- 
peration, as  in  1801,  yet,  nevertheless, 
thirty-one  years  had  not  so  entirely  puri- 
fied this  branch  of  practice  as  not  to 
leave  any  cause  of  blame — any  reason 
for  these  or  other  chaftiges  and  improve- 
ments nor  atiy  paramount  necessity  for 
makitigthem.  He  must  again  remind  their 
Lordships,  that  he  had  proceeded  with  cau- 
tion in  this  matter ;  for  his  noble  friend 
must  remember  that  when  a  Bill  had  been 
introduced  two  years  ago — a  bill  which, 
he  must  say,  was  as  beneficial  as  any  that 
had  been  introduced  into  Parliament  in 
our  times )  (and  in  Saving  so  he  was  only 
speaking  on  the  authority  of  all  those 
commercial  men  in  the  city  with  whom  he 
had  had  any  communication — he  meant 
the  Bankruptcy  Court  Bill)  when  that 
Bill,  was  introduced  he  had  announced 
his  intention  of  introducing  the  present 
measure  after  the  other  should  have  been 
tried  in  London-Rafter  its  good  effects, 
which  he  fully  expected,  had  been  felt 
in  the  metropolis,  that  then,  with  the  im- 
provements to  which  experience  might 
suggest,  the  plan  might,  according  to  the 
preamble  of  this  very  Bill,  be  extended  to 
the  rest  of  the  Community  with  all  the 
benefit  of  those  improvements^  The  former 
Bill  had  succeeded,  not  past  all  expect- 
ation, but  so  as  fully  to  realise  all  the 
most  sanguine  hopes  entertained  of  it; 
and  now  was  the  time,  in  compliance 
with  the  wish,  not  of  the  Bar  of  the 
provinces — not  of  tlie  solicitors  of  the 
coontrv  towns — not  of  their  clerks  and 
depencfants,  who  might  be  supposed  to 
have  an  interest — not  as  proHtable  an 
interest  as  it  had  been,  but  still  an  interest 
in  the  matter — hut  in  compliance  with 
the  wish  of  the  merchants,  manufkcturers, 
and  tradesmen,  to  establish  a  similar  mea- 
sure in  the  country ;  and  now  the  time 
was  most  favonrablie;,  when  the  establish* 


ment  of  the  Local  Courts  would  etiibk 
them  to  execute  the  plan  whfi  efeii  stiH 
greater  eflfect.  Last  of  all,  M  to  this  t>ein{ 
a  hurried  legislation.  Hh  ndUe  ad 
learned  friend,  in  making  this  ac*ciiMtioii, 
must  have  forgotten  the  course  wtlteh  bad 
been  pursued.  He  had  firtft  brotlght  thii 
Bill  into  the  other  House  three  years  ago: 
it  then  Underwent  great  discussion.  He  had 
no  sooner  been  placed  in  the  aitttatioti  he 
now  occupied,  than  he  brought  th#  Bill  htto 
this  House.  It  was  propounded  by  him 
to  the  consideration  of  their  Lordship*,  And 
after  going  at  length  into  the  nature  of  the 
measure,  he  brought  in  the  Bill.  That 
was  in  the  year  1830,  at  the  cldMS  tif  the 
year.  It  stood  over  fbr  a  few  montht  for 
Airther  consideration,  and  be  renewed  it 
in  the  ensuing  Session*  At  the  nuggatth^ 
of  a  noble  and  learned  fHeftd,  it  Waafefhrred 
to  the  Commissioners  of  In<(uit)r  iM&  ih« 
state  of  the  Common-law  t  they  ftpoited 
in  its  fivour;  and  how  it  conM  now 
be  laid,  after  all  this,  that  the  measore 
had  been  Introduced  in  a  hurry,  h^  was  at 
a  loss  to  imagine.  If  he  had  been  <^hatgvd 
with  proceeding  too  slowly,  or  parsntng, 
according  to  a  fkshionable  phrase  of  the 
day,  a  vacillating  line  of  conduel;  or 
if  he  had  been  charged,  as  the  Qotiiiument 
were  sometimes  charged,  with  iofiftDky  of 
purpose,  he  should  hav«  fcU  more  dHficolty 
in  meeting  that  charge,  than  he  did  m 
meeting  the  char^  of  having  proceeded 
with  too  little  deliberation.  He  tboaght 
that  three  years  might,  by  dispasfthHiaie 
men — ^three  years  so  occupied  in  Ibtt  aiid 
the  other  House  of  Parliament,  and  by 
investigations  before  Commissioners — be 
deemed  proceeding  too  slowly ;  but  that 
hurry,  impetuosity,  and  want  of  doe 
deliberation,  should  be  made  H  chaTge 
against  him,  was  the  last  thing  he  eould 
have  expected,  or  against  which  he  should 
find  the  slightest  difficulty  in  deAmding 
himself.  He  ought  to  apologise  Ibr  ad- 
dressing their  Lordships  three  limes  apon 
the  principle  of  this  Bill ;  but  ai  kmg 
as  tne  course  was  Udopted  of  debating 
that  prhiciple  piecemeal,  he  win  lefl  with- 
out  a  choice,  and  was  dbliged  to  meet 
the  objections  as  they  were  made. 

The  Earl  of  Eiihn  admitted  having 
complained  of  the  working  of  the  bank- 
ruptcy system  in  1 801 ,  but  he  endeavoured 
to  repress  the  evil  in  his  Judicial  eapacity, 
and  did  not  come  to  Parliament  for  a^ 
sistance* 

The  House  divided  on  the  Qaeilitti 
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Ikwe  ka^  bten,  and  was,  no  piospesUy  in 
Ike  caoiilry.     What  was  it  whick  caused 
Ikena  to  cry  out  for  reform,  if  prosperity 
existed?     Was  il  prosperity  which  made 
almosi  every  man  amoug  tkera  politiciaas, 
and  politictans  determined  on  having  re- 
dress?   Was  it  prosperity  which  caused, 
within  the  last  few  ye^rs,  thousands  of  Wo- 
ken hearts  to  emigrate  from  England — 
Ikia  kappy  oouatry-- merry  England,  as  it 
was  called  ia  old  li^tea  ?     No,  it  was  the 
criminal   conduct    of   an   ignorant   and 
un^vateful  Governn\ent,  who  would  rather 
sacrifice    oue-kalf  of   the   people    than 
give  up  any  preconceived  dogma  or  sacri- 
fice a  single  atom  of  a  favotu'ite  theory. 
He  would  ask,  was  it  happiness  and  pros- 
perity which  caused  au  increase  o/  crime 
to  a  fourfold  amount  within  the  last  few 
years ;  and  urged  the  agricultural  popu- 
lation to  those  burnings,  which  were  at 
iiQce  tke  disgrace  and  the  proof  of  the 
poverty  of  tke  country  ?   No :  it  was  vain 
so  talk  thus.    Prosperity  was  no  longer 
among  Ike  people  of  England,  and  would 
not  ke  while  the  present  system  was  kept 
up.     He  had  also  a  petition  to  present 
from  George  Solly,  praying  for  an  issue  of 
pne  pound  notes  payable  in  silver,  and 
expressed  his  entire  concurrence  in  the 
prayer.    In  no  country  in  the  world  had 
a  lesiriction  been  laid  on  money,  and  no 
»wcb  restriction  had  been  laid  on  money 
or  its  representative  in  this  country  till 
the  year  17?5,  when  Sir  George  8aville, 
Ih^  a^  Member  of  the  House,  rose  in  his 
place  and  exhibiting  a   sixpenny  note, 
asked  if  it  were  wise  to  allow  such  things 
10  oircnlate.     At  that  time  notes  of  every 
description  were  aUowed  to  be  made  and 
iasued  by  anybody  who  chose  to  do  so. 
The  hite  Sir  Robert  Peel,  one  of  the  most 
upright,  useful,  and  valuable  members  of 
aociety,  he  had  eycr  known,  was  one  of 
those  Mfho  issued  notes  to  a  very  large 
extent ;  and  ip  fact,  the  Government  was 
liever  insane  or  wicked  enough  to  inter- 
fere with  them,    A  great  outcry  had  been 
raised  against  tke  issue  of  paper  money ; 
but  no  reason  kad  been  given  against  it. 
He,  kowever,  could  give  some  in  its  fa- 
vour; for  there  was  Russia,  the  most  bar- 
l»afous  power  in  Europe,  able  to  ride  down 
Englana,    easlave    Poland,   to   paralyze 
France,  aqd  annihilate  Turkey,  and  pat 
ik^  world  in  fear;   and  all  this  was  in 
eoqeequence  of   her  paper  money.      In 
Rttseia  too  there  were  no  complaints  of 
poterty  eHMMi(  the  people  i  aod|  altliough 


he  would  admit  tkeir  paper  issue  kad  sunk 
in   value  three-fourtks,  what  karm  kad 
it  done  the  country  ?     The  people  were 
comfortable,  and  the  government  was  all 
powerful.    But  Gentlemen  said,  that  £ng« 
land  had  gold  ;  that  the  standard  of  value 
pirotected  them— why,  the  Bank  of  Eo^ 
land  had  the  power  of  raising  the  standara 
when  they  liked,  under  the  present  system 
— of  sinking  thereby  ike  prk»  of  estates, 
and  thus  of  purchasing  them  almost  for  e 
song ;  and  even  of  making  tke  sovereign 
of  three  times  the  present  value.    In  fact, 
of  ruining  the  entire  country  if  it  chose. 
But,  fortunately,  it  did  not  dioose  to  play 
such  pranks.     He  would  conclude  by  pre- 
senting a  short  petition  from  the  council 
of  the  Birmingham  Political  Union  against 
the  conduct  of  the  new  police  at  the  late 
Cokibath-fields' meeting.  In  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners,  and  tke  opinions  they  ex- 
pressed of  the  conduct  of  the  authorities 
on  that  occasion  in  the  subsequent  pro* 
ceedings  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  ke 
most  cordially  concurred.     They  depre* 
cated  them,  and  so  did  ke,  as  much  at 
man  could.    He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that 
the  meeting  was  a  legal  or  an  illegal  one  t 
but  he  would  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it 
was  a  most  wanton  and  disgraceful  attack 
on  the  liberties  of  tke  people  of  England 
which  he,  on  his  conscience,  believed  they 
were  as  much  opposed  to,  and  as  willing 
to  ride  down,  as  any  Tories  in  existence 
ever  were.     He  would  warn  tkem  not  to 
touch  too  muck  on  public  privilege,  for 
there  were  limits,  after  passing  which, 
resistance  was  lawful  in  every  sense.  But 
that  was  not  even  the  worst — that  grand 
magnificent  institution.  Trial  by  Jury,  had 
been  set  at  nought  by  the  Government ; 
and  the  solemn  oath  of  seventeen  men, 
each  as  honourable  and  as  conscientious 
as  any  one  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  was 
utterly  disregarded  by  them.    The  Mi- 
nisters had  shown  the  cloven  foot  fully  in 
that  last   finishing  touch  to   the  trans- 
actions;  they  had  commenced  with  the 
Irish   Coercion  Bill,  and  gone  with  the 
Coldbath-fields'  business.     Where  wouM 
they  end  ?      He  thought  the  system  of 
police  as  at  present  established,  wrong. 
If  it  were  paid  by  the  parishes,  and  the 
power  over  it  taken  from  the  hands  of  the 
Ministry,  he    should    be    satisfied;    but 
otherwise,  he  would  s^lways  oppose  the 
cursed,  rascally  system.    Tney  were  going 
too,  to  spread  it  all  over  the  country — 
to  introduce  it  to  Manchester  aod  Briste)| 
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cided  in  another  place ;  but  he  had  no 
objection  to  state  to  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  his  own  individual  opinion  of  what 
those  salaries  ought  to  be,  and  it  was,  that 
it  ought  not  to  be  less  than  1,500/.  a-year 
for  each  Judge ;  but,  in  saying  this,  it  was 
to  be  subject  to  future  discussion.  He 
thought  that  the  salary  ought  not  to  be 
less  than  the  amount  he  had  said  at  the 
least. 

Lord  Lyndhurst  read  the  clause  in  the 
BiU,  which  stated  that  the  salary  should 
not  be  less  than  1,500/.  a-year,  with  such 
additions  from  the  amount  of  fees  as  his 
Majesty  might  direct,  so  that  the  whole 
income  of  any  such  Judge  should  not  ex- 
ceed 2,000/.  a-year.  He  would  not  offer 
any  further  objection  ;  he  felt  that  it  was 
disheartening,  and  of  no  yse  to  enter  into 
objections  against  the  details  of  a  measure 
in  which  it  appeared  that  so  few  of  their 
Lordships  took  any  interest. 

The  Earl  of  Wicklow  said,  that  the  sys- 
tem of  the  assistant  Barristers  who  pre- 
sided in  the  Civil  Bill  Court,  in  Ireland, 
bad  given  great  satisfaction,  and  in  one 
respect  particularly — that  the  Barristers 
were  not  resident  in  the  county.  They 
were  generally  practising  Barristers,  who 
attended  the  Courts  above,  and  went  down 
to  hold  these  Courts  with  fresh  knowledsfe 
and  experience  each  Session,  and,  what 
was  more,  free  from  those  local  prejudices 
and  impressions  which  were  inseparable 
from  a  Judge  who  was  constantly  resident 
in  the  county. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  the  sys- 
tem of  Assistant  Barristers  in  Ireland  was 
so  different  from  that  which  was  proposed 
under  this  Bill,  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  assimilate  them.  One  objection  to  the 
attempt  would  be,  that  if  the  same  system 
were  adopted  under  this  Bill  as  in  the  sys- 
tem of  Assistant  Barristers  in  Ireland,  they 
must  necessarily  get  a  very  inferior  set  of 
men  as  the  Judges,  because  necessarily 
they  must  have  men  at  much  lower  salaries. 
One  great  advantage  of  the  proposed  plan 
in  this  Bill  would  be,  that  the  small  local 
jurisdictions,  the  Courts  of  Request,  and 
other  Small  Debt  Courts,  which  in  general 
at  present  did  not  administer  justice  either 
for  the  advantage  of  the  debtor  or  creditor, 
or  of  the  community  at  large,  would  gra- 
dually merge  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  new 
Courts.  In  this  respect,  he  thought  there 
would  be  a  g^eat  advantage  in  having  a 
resident  Judge. 

Lord  Lyndhnrst  would  mention  one  in- 


stance of  a  learned  Judge,  who  in  integritj 
and  intelligence  was  not  surpassed  by  w 
individual  on  the  bench,  yet  that  Took 
learned  person  had  g^ven  great  dissatis&c- 
tion,  by  constantly  choosing  one  circdt 
(the  northern)  for  a  great  number  of  jean: 
and  if  such  an  objection  was  raised  in  bb 
case,  it  would,  of  course,  be  still  strDD«ner 
in  the  case  of  one  of  a  Judge  of  infetiof 
standing  and  acquirements. 

The  Amendment  negatived,  and  the 
clause  agreed  to.  * 

The  2nd  and  Srd  Clauses  were  thee 
agreed  to. 

On  the  4tb  clause  being  read. 

Lord  Lyndhurst  suggested  that  three 
or  four  Judges,  travelling  circuits  thrK 
times  a-year  like  the  Commissioners  ot 
the  Insolvent  Court,  would  be  a  much 
more  useful  machinery  than  the  tweoty- 
five  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  under 
this  Bill.  That  was  the  system  which  be 
would  oppose  to  the  system  of  bis  noble 
and  learned  friend,  and  for  this  reason, 
that  it  would  not  detach  these  Coorts  so 
entirely  from  Westminster-halL 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  there  was 
nothing  which  you  might  not  prove,  pro- 
vided you  were  permitted  to  assume  the 
whole  matter  in  debate.  With  all  respect  to 
the  ComnAissioners  of  the  Insolvent  Court, 
against  whom  he  did  not  mean  to  say  a 
word,  and  whom  he  readily  admitted  to 
be  most  excellent  men  in  their  profession, 
he  did  not  think  that  three  or  foor  Judges, 
even  with  abilities  equal  to  theirs,  would 
be  able  to  perform  the  labour  which  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  these  twenty^five 
Commissioners  to  go  through.  Besides, 
these  three  or  four  Judges  would  be  a  sort 
of  perambulatory  Court ;  whereas,  the 
object  of  this  measure  was  to  have  a  Court 
upon  the  spot  always  open. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

On  the  6th  Clause,  which  proposes  thst 
'*  the  Judges  and  registrars  shall  not  be 
removable  except  by  address  of  the  t«o 
Houses  of  Parliament," 

Lord  Wynford  said,  it  was  rather  too 
much  to  have  the  Registsars  of  these 
Courts — who  were  merely  Ministerial 
Officera — only  removable  by  address  from 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament.  In  every 
other  Court  in  the  country  the  Ministe- 
rial Officers  were  removable  withoat  the 
necessity  of  such  an  address.  A  Judge 
must  be  impeached  if  he  were  guilty  of  mis- 
conduct ;  but  that  was  not  the  case  with 
any  subordinate  officer  of  his  Conrt. 
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The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  if  you  give 
a  man  an  offipe  so  long  as  be  shall  behave 
himself  therein  y  bow  are  you  to  remove 
him  from  it  if  be  behave  himself  ill,  except 
after  convicting  of  such  ill  behaviour? 
The  Registrar  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
and  the  Protbonotaries  in  the  Courts  of 
Common  Law,  held  their  offices  during 
good  bebaviour ;  and  that  proviso  gave  the 
two  Houses  of  Parliament  the  power  of 
removing  them  by  an  address  to  the  Crown. 
He  thought,  at  any  rate,  that  his  noble 
and  learned  friend  would  not  object  to 
placing  the  Judges  of  these  Courts  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  Judges  of  Westmin- 
ster-ball. To  place  them  on  an  inferior 
footing  would  be,  pro  tanto,  to  degrade 
them. 

Lord  Wynford  agreed  that  these  Judges 
ought  not  to  be  in  any  respect  degraded ; 
but,  with  regard  to  Registrars,  be  would 
only  observe,  that  Clerks  of  the  Peace  were 
officers  quite  as  high  as  these  Registrars, 
and  they  could  be  removed  from  their 
offices  without  an  address,  if  they  were 
convicted  of  miaconduct  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  contended,  that 
the  power  given  in  this  clause  ought  to 
exist  in  Parliament;  for  in  case  a  Regis- 
trar was  prevented  by  age  or  other  infirm- 
ity from  performing  the  duties  of  his  office, 
and  yet  did  not,  legally  speaking,  behave 
himself  ill,  he  could  not  be  removed  except 
by  an  address  from  Parliament  to  the 
Crown. 

Lord  Lyndhurst :  Why  should  the 
Registrars  of  this  Court  be  placed  in  a 
different  situation  from  that  of  the  Regis- 
trars of  the  other  Courts  ?  His  noble  and 
learned  friend  had  not  given  even  a  plau- 
sible answer  to  that  question,  and  he 
should,  therefore,  suggest  to  him  to  give 
way  upon  this  point,  otherwise  it  would 
show  the  spirit  in  which  bis  noble  and 
learned  friend  was  desirous  of  discussing 
this  Bill. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  thought  the  last 
remark  of  his  noble  and  learned  friend 
might  as  well  have  been  spared,  as  he  had 
all  through  these  discussions  declared  him- 
self anxious  to  adopt  any  real  Amend- 
zneots  which  might  be  suggested  to  him. 
He  could  assure  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  that  these  Registrars  bad  higher 
functions  to  perform  than  he  seemed  to 
be  aware  of;  for  instance,  in  the  bank- 
ruptcy business  their  names  must,  in  some 
cases,  be  inserted  in  the  fiat  directed  to 
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the  Judges  in  ordinary.  In  other  cases, 
where  the  Chief  Judge  was  absent,  they 
would  be  empowered,  for  certain  proceed- 
ings to  act  as  Local  Judges.  The  Regis* 
trar's  name  must,  therefore,  be  inserted  in 
the  Commission  along  with  that  of  the 
Judge.  If  his  noble  and  learned  friends 
could  point  out  to  him  any  mode  (save 
that  given  by  this  clause)  of  removing  a 
Registrar  rendered  incompetent  by  age  or 
infirmity,  before  that  Registrar  misde- 
meaned  himself,  he  (the  Lord  Chancellor) 
would  agree  to  strike  out  the  clause.  He 
had  known  instances  of  officers — ay,  and 
of  Judges  too — who,  being  too  old  for  the 
performance  of  their  duties,  and  yet  not 
long  enough  in  possession  of  their  situa- 
tions to  entitle  them  to  their  retiring  peu- 
sionsy  could  not  be  induced  to  resign  until 
they  received  a  pretty  strong  hint  that 
Parliament  had  the  power  to  remove  them. 

Lord  Wynford  contended,  that  the 
moment  these  officers  became  unable, 
either  from  age  or  other  infirmity,  to  per- . 
form  the  duties  of  their  situations,  they 
could  not  be  said  to  behave  themselves  weU 
therein.  They  might,  therefore,  be  re- 
moved by  the  Court  of  which  they  were 
the  ministerial  servants.  So  strong  was 
his  impression  upon  this  point,  that  he 
should  move  that  the  words  ''  the  Regis- 
trars "  be  struck  out  of  the  clause. 

Lord  Lyndhurst  said,  that  if  the  Bill 
really  turned  these  Registrars  into  Judges, 
the  objection  which  bis  noble  friend  had 
made  to  tins  clause  fell  to  the  ground ;  but 
he  did  not  think  that  the  Bill  went  that 
length.  If  the  Registrar  were,  as  he  con- 
tended, that  the  Registrar  was,  a  mere 
Ministerial  Officer,  why  was  he  to  be  made 
an  exception  to  the  law  which  applied  to 
the  Registrars  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
and  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  ?  Why 
was  a  slight  to  be  cast  upon  those  very 
respectable  officers  by  exalting  this  new 
officer  above  their  heads?  If  the  law 
were  as  his  noble  and  learned  friend 
stated,  that  these  officers  were  not  remov- 
able without  an  address  to  the  Crown,  why 
not  amend  the  law  in  this  respect  alto- 
gether ? 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  he  reaUy 
could  not  see  the  weight  of  these  objec- 
tions, nor  did  he  think  that  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  would  have  attached  any 
importance  to  them,  had  he  not  come 
down  to  the  House  as  the  political  oppo* 
nent  of  the  Law  Reform  Bills  introduced 
by  the  present  Government,    He  should 
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be  sorry  if  tlie  Registrars  of  the  old  Courts, 
vhotn  he  admitted  to  be  most  excellent 
and  valuable  public  functionaries,  should 
feel  it  as  a  slight  tipon  themselves  to  have 
the  Registrars  of  these  new  Courts  placed 
above  them.  iTo  prevent  that  feeling  from 
being  generated  in  their  minds,  he  would 
agree  to  leave  the  words  "  the  Registrars" 
out  of  this  clause;  but  he  must  insist  on 
retaining  **  the  Judges." 

Loxd  Wynford  had  no  objection  to  the 
words  ''  the  Judges  ^  being  retained  in  the 
clause. 

Lord  Lyndhurst  said,  be  was  not  the 
political  opponent  of  the  Law  Reforms  of 
the  present  Government.  He  thought 
that  his  noble  and  learned  frietid,  in 
making  that  charge  against  him,  had  acted 
towards  htiln  both  unj^istly  and  ungrate- 
Ailly.  His  noble  and  learned  friend  must 
reemlect  that  when  he  first  showed  him 
(Lord  Lyndhurst)  the  batch  of  bills  respect- 
ing Law  Reform  now  on  the  Table  of 
that  and  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  he 
told  bis  noble  and  learned  frietid  that  of 
those  bills  there  #ere  some  which  he  highly 
approved  of.  The  Limitation  of  Actiotis 
Bill,  for  instance,  and,  as  a  proof  of  it,  he 
had  offered  his  noble  and  learned  fViend 
to  conduct  it  through  the  House.  On 
what  grounds  hiis  noble  and  learned  fViend 
represented  him  as  sitting  on  the  Opposi- 
tion Benches  as  the  political  opponent  of 
the  Law  Reform  Bills  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment he  could  not  conceive.  First  of 
all,  he  did  not  sitnpon  the  Opposition 
Bench  at  all ;  and,  in  the  next  platre,  he 
had  chosen  his  present  seat  in  the  House 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  in  Oppb- 
sing  this  Bill  he  was  standing  by  himself, 
and  not  acting  as  the  agent  of  a  party. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  reminded  his  noble 
and  learned  friend  that  the  five  Bills,  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  as  the  Government 
batch  of  Bills,  were  not,  in  point  of  fi^ct, 
Government  Bills.  They  were  brought 
into  Parliament  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  law 
afiecting  real  property.  Having,  however, 
been  so  introduced,  they  would  undoubt- 
edly have  the  best  support  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers.  In  point  of  fact,  this  Bill  wtts 
the  only  Government  Bill  now  upon  the 
Table. 

Lord  Lyndhunt  thought  that  his  nbble 
and  learned  friend  had  just  been  guilty 
of  a  great  error.  He  did  not  often  forget 
What  ftU  from  the  li^s  of  his  npble  and 
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learned  friend,  and  in  regard  to  (his  Bill, 
he  recollected  well  that  in  introdiM^iig  it 
originally  to  their  notice*  his  nobfe  am 
learned  friend  had  distinctly  said,  **  I  in- 
troduce it,  not  as  a  Government  measure, 
bat  as  a  measure  resting  upon  my  in'dm- 
dual  responsibility."  In  giving  his  op- 
position, therefore,  to  Hiis  Bill,  fie  wai  not 
acting  as  the  political  opponent  of  the  Law 
Refomis  proposed  by  his  Maiesty*s  Mi- 
nisters. Now,  let  their  Lordships  mark 
the  different  way  in  which  the  other  Law 
Reform  Bills  came  at  present  Wore  \beir 
Lordships.  They  arose  ortt  of  tne  ifecom- 
mendation  of  a  Commission  appointed  by 
tlie  Crown  to  revise  the  law  respecttiig 
real  property ;  and  wheh  a  Govertkment 
authorized  a  Commission  to  revise  the  law, 
he  held  that  dovernmeht  to  be  bound  Co 
bring  into  and  cari^  thrbiligh  t'ai^liltet 
tVi)^  Bills  which  i\i'^  ContniiistOnefyibdtti- 
mended.  In  point  of  fact,  th^  Obt^eta- 
m^nt  Was  doing  this  kt  the  j[Mr^At  itt'o- 

ment. 

The  Lori  Ckancettof  Was  hapj^  td  ih- 
form  their  Lordships,  that  iF  hik  nbole  and 
learned  firiend  continued  to  'act  bp6n  the 
principles  which  he  ha'd  iitst  laid  dbwn,  he 
should  put  an  end,  by  what  he  ^s  iboot 
to  say,  to  his  noote  and  le^ttied  frietad^s 
opposition  to  thi)i  ibeasutie,  whit^h  was 
now,  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  Wbttfk,  a 
Govemn^ent  measure,  ftis  noble  and 
learned  friend  had  said,  that  he  (the  Lord 
Chancellor)  had  originally  ph)posed  ft  as 
his  own  individual  measure.  True,  he  did 
so  propose  it  in  April,  1830,  In  the  tto'dse 
of  Commons,  ahd  again  in  l)6cember, 
1830,  in  thdt  House.  Oh  th^t  latter  oc- 
casion he  had  stated  dislinbtly  that  It  was 
his  own  individual  measut*^,  bironght  tn  on 
his  own  responsibility,  and  Wfthobt  any 
concert  with  any  of  his  colleagues  ih  the 
Administration.  Mark  the  diff&rehce  noW. 
Formerly  he  had  stated,  that  he  had  not 
communicated  his  Bill  to  hid  cotlellgn^. 
Now,  he  stated  that  he  had  commtlHtc&t^ 
it  to  them,  and  ihii  It  had  tibtimed  their 
concurrent;e.  But  th^lr  Lohl^hi|f^  woold, 
perhaps,  recollect,  that  th^rb  wai  a  wide 
difference  between  his  Ibfrnet*  6ill  And  ht^ 
present.  Hist  former  Bill  was  much  Mre 
extensive,  and  he  would  iVeelV  cdnlbs 
that  if  he  had  had  to  bHng  In  a  Btit  of  hb 
own,  It  would  have  gone  mubh  fiitther 
than  this  Bill  was  intended  to  go.  H» 
had  formerly  propo^^ed  to  gW^  to  these  tocil 
Courts  a  jurisdiction  over  M  ihW^  where 
the  cause  of  action  did  Hot  eJtceed  100/., 
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and  flso  to  give  a  difTereni  right  of  appeal,   that  no  persons  were  more  aware  than  bit 
Alterations  naa  been  suggested  upon  these   Majesty's  Ministers  themselves. 


points  by  the  Common  Law  Commis- 
sioners, to  ^hom  his  priginal  Bill  bad 
been  referred  for  consideration  and  revi- 
When  it  was  so  altered  as  to  meet. 


sion. 


not  only  with  their  support,  but  also  with 
the  unanimous  support  of  his  colleagues  in 
the  Administration^  he  had  Drought  it 
forward  as  a  Government  measure.  As 
such  It  was  proposed  last  year — ^as  such  it 
had  been  known  for  the  last  four  or  five 
months,  and  as  nothing  else,  tie  trusted^ 
that  be  had  now  removed  aft  the  doubts 
of  his  noble  and  learned  friend  as  to  the 
Bill  being  a  (jovernment  measure,  and 
having  removed  theoK  he  trusted,  that  as 
neither  his  nohfe  and  learned  friend  nor 
any  of  ue  noole  Lprds  by  whom  he  was 
8QrrouDac4  coutd  be  influenced  by  any 
party  (eelinga  a^inst  the  Governmenti  he 
should  have  iheir  support.  He  was  certain 
of  having  his  noMe  and  learned  friend's 
support  to  this,  which  was,  strictly  speak- 
ing, a  Government  u^easore. 

'The  Duke  of  Cumberland  saki,  that  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  said,  that  this  Bill 
was  argued  as  if  it  were  a  party  question ; 
and  though  he  did  not  mean  to  deny 
that  he  was  an  opponent  of  the  present 
Government,  he  should  be  ashamed  of 
himself,  ana  he  felt  that  he  should  be 
degrading  his  character,  if  he  could  allow 
party  spirit  to  direct  his  vote  on  a  measure 
of  great  general  and  national  importance* 
He  protested  against  this  measure  being 
discussed  as  a  party  measure. 

Lord  Lyndhursi  assured  the  House  that 
if  his,  noole  and  learned  friend  could  only 
satisfj^  him  that  this  was  a  proper  measure, 
it  shoiild  have  his  support  without  any 
regard  to  the  quarter  from  Whence  it 
emanated ;  but  it  certainly  would  not  have 
his  suppori  otherwise.  He  assured  their 
Lordships,  thai  neither  he  nor  any  of  his 
fViends  had  treated  this  lb  ill  as  a  party 
measure.  It  wa^  true  that  at  a  meeting 
held  previously  to  the  second  reading  of 
it,  they  had  determined  not  to  divide 
against  the  principle  of  ii,  and  to  that 
aetennihation  they  had  come  upon  this 
principle!  that  the  Bill  was  recommended 
to  the  House  bv  a  Commission  acting 
under  the  authority  of  his  Majesty.  If  he 
and  others  had  considered  it  as  a  party 
measure,  he  could  assure  their  Lordships, 
that  the  result  of  a  division  would  not  have 
been  such  as  would  have  given  his  Ma- 
jesty^s  flftntsters  any  satis^ction,  and  of 


The  Lord  Chancellor.— These  things 
escaping  from  the  lips  of  noble  Lords 
tend,  I  suppose,  to  sustain  the  high  cha- 
racter of  this  House  in  the  estimation  of 
the  country.  I  have  never  yet  been 
accused  of  showing  any  want  of  respect 
to  this  House — I  have  never  yet  bean 
accused  of  attempting  to  lower  its  dignitT. 
I  have  heard  of  such  charges  being  made 
against  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  but 
nothing  can  have  so  great  a  tendency  to 
produce  that  effect  as  words  such  as  those 
which  have  fallen  from  my  noble  and 
learned  friend  within  the  last  few  minutes. 
Whether  they  will  produce  that  effect  I 
cannot  tell ;  but  certainly  they  must  have 
tdat  tendency. 

tor  A  Lyndhurst :  I  have  been  strangely 
misunderstood,  if  anything  I  have  said 
deserves  the  reproof  which  I  have  just 
received  from  my  noble  and  learned  frieod. 
Are  such  things  as  party  feelings  unknown 
to  this  House  ?  I  ask  whether  the  noUe 
Lords  who  come  here  nightly,  and  range 
themselves  on  the  opposite  l>eoches,  do 
not  act  upon  party  motives  ? 

Lord  Holland:  I  speak  to  order;  end 
in  so  doing  1  am  compeUtd  myself  to 
commit  a  breach  of  order;  for  I  nteat 
request  your  Lordships  to  let  me  address 
vou  sitting,  as  my  infirmities  prevent  ne 
from  addressing  you  standing.  Speak- 
ing, then,  to  the  point  of  order,  I  must 
say,  that  a  more  disorderly,  a  more 
irregular,  and  a  more  unparliamentary 
conversation  than  that  which  has  taken 
place  during  the  last  ten  minutes,  1  have 
never  heard  since  I  had  the  honour  of  a 
seat  in  this  House.  I  have  heard  of  perty 
and  of  party  motives  in  this  House*  where, 
if  we  act  as  honest  men  by  our  couotrv, 
we  are  bound  to  consider  the  pubuc 
interests  only.  It  is  irregular  to  allude  to 
any  motives,  and  certainly  most  irregular 
to  allude  to  party  motives  in  this  place. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  says,  that  he 
never  considered  this  as  a  party  measure, 
rte  tells  us,  that  for  certain  reasons  he  and 
his  friends  determined  not  to  divide  againct 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill ;  he  adds, 
that  if  they  had  divided  against  it,  and 
had  acted  together  as  a  party,  he  knows 
what  the  result  would  have  iMten  in  that 
case.  Now,  it  is  most  irregular  to  describe 
a  measure,  brought  in  avowedly  upon  pub- 
lic grounds,  as  a  party  measure ;  and  to 
say,  how  the  House  would  have  dealt  with 
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it  had  they  considered  it  to  be  a  party 
measure  or  not  a  party  measure,  is  to  use 
language  which  I  am  sure  would  not  have 
been  listened  to  fifteen  years  ago  in  this 
place.  A  more  certain  mode  of  disparag- 
ing the  character  of  this  House  in  the 
estimation  of  the  public  cannot  be  found 
than  by  our  describing  the  Bills  intro- 
duce for  the  public  benefit  as  party  mea- 
sures. The  speech  of  the  noble  Lord, 
which  I  rose — I  beg  pardon — ^which  I 
speak  to  interrupt,  appealed  to  the  exist- 
ence of  party  motives  in  this  House.  Is 
that  parliamentary  language,  or  is  it  not? 
Is  it  even  consistent  with  the  question 
which  we  are  now  pretending  to  discuss  ? 
The  question  before  the  House  at  present 
is,  whether  the  registrars  shall  be  removable 
from  their  office  by  address  from  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament,  or  whether  an  Act 
of  Parliament  shall  be  passed  to  enable 
the  Judges  who  preside  in  the  Courts  of 
which  they  are  ministerial  officers  to 
remove  them,  whenever  they  become 
incompetent  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
them  from  age  or  other  infirmity — ^for  as 
yet  we  have  had  no  answer  to  that  point. 

Lord  Lyndhurst  agreed  with  the  noble 
Baron  who  had  just  sat  down,  that  the 
sooner  an  end  was  put  to  this  irregular 
conversation  the  better  it  would  be  for  all 
parties.  He  would  only  remind  their 
Lordships,  in  his  own  justification,  how 
this  discussion  had  originated.  His  noble 
and  learned  friend  had  charged  him  with 
opposing  this  Bill  as  the  political 
opponent  of  the  Law  Reforms  of  the  Go- 
vernment. His  noble  and  learned  friend 
said,  that  he  opposed  the  Bill  on  party 
principles;  that  he  denied,  and  in  his 
denial  he  had  defended  himself  to  the  best 
of  his  ability.  He  appealed  to  the  speech 
which  he  had  made  against  the  committal 
of  the  Bill  to  prove,  that  he  was  not 
influenced,  and  he  had  then  said,  that  he 
was  not  influenced,  in  his  opposition  to  it 
by  party  principles,  but  by  general  consi- 
derations of  state  policy  and  expediency. 

Lord  Wynford  would  only  say,  that  from 
what  had  just  passed  in  the  House  it  must 
be  quite  clear  that  party  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  its  discussions. 

The  Amendment  agreed  to,  and  clause 
agreed  to. 

On  the  I2th  Clause,  which  defines  who 
are  to  be  the  practitioners  in  the  Courts 
of  Judges  inordinary,  being  read, 

Lord  Lyndhurst  asked  whether  in  these 
Courts  barristers  were  to  be  opposed  by 


attornies?  If  so,  it  would  lead  to  grett 
confusion,  as  he  had  seen  in  bis  ova 
experience  at  the  Quarter  Sessions*  His 
Lordship,  who  had  never  practised  ia 
the  minor  Courts  of  the  country,  might  not 
be  aware  of  this  circumstance.  He  there- 
fore requested  him  to  consider  this  point, 
and  perhaps  upon  consideration  he  would 
see  the  propriety  of  striking  out  that  part 
of  the  clause  which  gave  to  attornies  the 
power  of  practising  as  advocates  in  tb^e 
Courts. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  perhaps 
the  clause  was  liable  to  this  objection ;  but 
he  had  no  doubt  that  wherever  barristers 
were  opposed  to  attornies,  barristers  wonkl 
soon  obtain  the  command  of  the  CoorL 

Lord  Lyndhurst  said,  he  knew  a  Court 
in  which  the  barristers  refused  to  wear 
their  gowns  and  wigs,  so  long  as  attornies 
were  allowed  to  plead  there.  The  Magis- 
trates excluded  the  attornies,  and  the  eon- 
sequence  was,  that  at  the  next  sitting  all 
the  barristers  appeared  in  their  gowns  and 
wigs.  He  also  objected  to  the  power  given 
to  the  Judges  of  fining  attornies  to  any 
amount  for  improper  conduct,  without  the 
intervention  of  a  Jury. 

The  Loi'd  Chancellor  admitted,  that  the 
power  given  to  the  Judges  was  very  large, 
but  it  was  deemed  necessary,  in  order  to 
repress  improper  practices  on  the  part  of 
a  certain  class  of  practitioners  who  might 
resort  to  these  new  Courts,  as  well  as  to 
prevent  parties,  from  a  spirit  of  hostility  to 
*the  present  measure,  throwing  obstacles 
and  impediments  in  the  way  of  its  execu- 
tion. He  had  had  himself  an  opportanitj 
of  knowing  the  virulence  and  violence 
with  which  the  first  Bill  on  this  subject 
had  been  attacked  by  certain  iadividaals, 
who  had  gone  the  length  of  sending  cir- 
cular letters  to  attornies  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  with  the  object  of  deprivnig  bim 
of  business  at  the  bar,  his  only  crime  being 
that  he  was  the  author  of  a  measore  which, 
among  other  regulations,  empoweied  the 
Judge  in  ordinary  to  suspend  an  attoniey, 
guilty  of  improper  conduct,  ffom  praetis- 
ing.  He  had,  however,  gone  on  unmoved 
by  these  attacks,  and  the  alteration  which 
appeared  in  the  present  Bill  had  been  made, 
not  from  any  yielding  on  the  subject,  but 
because  it  was  thought  that  a  mora  effec- 
tual control  would  he  exercised  over  these 
parties  by  giving  the  Judge  the  power  of 
fining,  instead  of  suspending. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses   to  the  28th,  inctosive,  were 
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agreed  to,  with  the  exception,  of  the  I5thy 
ISthy  and  25th  postponed. 

The  House  resumed,  the  Committee  to 
sit  again. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Monday,  June  24,  1833. 

Miinmt.1  Paptn  ondcnd.  Od  ttie  MoCkiii  of  Sir  William 
CHATTOR.  the  Number  of  Loodoo  Banken  who  hsve  b^ 
oooie  Banknipli,  ikom  January  I8f  i,  to  the  prewnt  tfanew— 
On  llM  XaCkNi  of  Sir  Hamit  VsnriY,  an  Aeeount  of  aO 
in  England  and  Wata  where  Ania»  or  Qoarter 
I  are  hdd,  partiaUarly  of  thoi^  at  which  the  County 
Hoowof  Conectlon  b  situated.— On  the  Motion 
of  Wta  O^Conif  ■ll»  an  AoBount  of  tiie  Numbar  of  Stamps 
iaaued  to  eadi  New^aper  in  Irriand»  from  the  5tii  of 
January.  1833.  to  5tfa  of  April,  1833.--On  the  Motion  of 
Mr.  J.  H.  Talbot,  an  Aoeount  of  the  Ptopeity  left  iiy 
Mnam.  Oonner  and  ComciflDrd.  the  PbondeiB  of  Triniiy 
Iloepital.  New  How.-  On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  PsAas,  an 
Acnmnt  of  the  Quantities  of  Large  and  Small  Coals  Ex- 
potted  last  year. 

Rend  a  third  time:— P»roehial  Rata  KxcnpUoBt 
C'oiponition  OIBeen. 

Petltiaas  pretented.  By  Mr.  O^Coxk jill.  (torn  the  Licensed 
VIctualhts  of  DubUn,  H^inst  the  Spirito,  Wfaie,  and  Beer 
(liaind)  BUL— By  Lord  Ebmnotow,  Iran  the  Landed 
Pxoprictors  of  Devonahire,  against  the  Tithes  Conunuta* 
lion  Bin.— By  Mr.  pAnKxa.  fnmi  the  Medical  Prac- 
titiflMnaf  SbcAeld,  apriut  the  Apotheearies  BUL— By 
Mr.  Bmoovock,  Ikom  Bath  wd  Wanninatcr,  fbr  Amend- 
ing the  Weights  and  Measures  Act— By  Lord  Gaoaoa 
Bmrrrircic.  ftom  the  Ouardians  of  the  Poor  of  King^ 
Lynn.  Norfolk,  in  fkrour  of  the  Sea  Appnntiemhip  BilL 
— By  Mr.  Taojua  Arrwooo,  ftom  Birmii^ham,  for  an 
Inquiry  into  the  Conduct  of  the  Police  at  the  Coldbath- 
Bdili  Meadng;  fkom  the  same  Place,  for  the  Repeal  of 
the  CotB  Laws,  and  «giin  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Malt  Tax, 
and  the  House  and  Window  Duty.— By  Mr.  Gillon, 
rtam  Hamilton,  against  the  proposed  Alteration  of  the 
BouBdarim  of  that  Plaea>— By  Mr.  WAraoN.  fkom  Can- 
tcrbory,  for  making  Extra>Parochial  Pfawes  Contribute 
to  the  Support  of  the  Poor. — ^By  Mr.  Horn  Johnvtonk, 
bom  Lenqnhar,  for  die  Abolition  of  Slavery. 

LiCENsiNo  Magistrates.]  Colonel 
EvoMS  presented  a  petition  from  a  licensed 
Ttctnaller,  named  William  Spicer,  relative 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Magistracy  in  grant- 
ing victuallen'  licences.  The  petitioner 
stated  that  he  kept  a  public-house  in 
Tower-street,  Seven  Dials,  and  that  having 
taken  an  active  part  on  the  behalf  of  one  of 
the  candidates  for  the  coronership  of  Mid- 
dlesex, he  thereby  incurred  the  displeasure 
of  a  Magistrate  of  the  county,  and  was  in 
consequence  threatened  with  retaliation ; 
that  very  shortly  afterwards  Mr.  Flower, 
the  Magistrate  alluded  to,  obtained  a 
licence  for  a  public-house  within  sixteen 
yards  of  the  petitioner's  house,  while  there 
were  already  near  fifty  licensed  public- 
houses  within  a  radius  of  100  yaras  from 
the  house  of  the  petitioner.  He  also 
stated,  that  the  house  alluded  to  was  next 
to  a  chapel,  and  that  it  was  very  much 
against  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  to 
fftwaX  «iiy  additiOQal  licences,  as  there 


were  already  a  great  many  more  public- 
houses  in  the  neighbourhood  than  there 
was  any  occasion  tor,  and  that  the  parish- 
ioners accordingly  petitioned  the  Magis- 
trates against  the  granting  of  the  licence, 
but  no  regard  was  paid  to  the  petition. 
The  hon.  Member  then  read  the  certificate 
of  a  magistrate,  named  Becket,  whose 
name  bad  been  attached  to  the  licence, 
declaring  that  his  signature  had  not  been 
fairly  obtained. 

Mr.  Lamb  did  not  think  the  House 
could  interfere,  except  by  an  alteration  of 
the  present  law.  If  malversation  or  cor- 
ruption were  brought  home  to  any  Magis- 
trate, he  was  punishable  at  common  law; 
and  Magistrates  had  not  onfrequently 
been  brought  before  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  and  punished,  though  he  was 
bound  to  admit  the  chances  under  the  ex- 
isting law  were  very  unfavourable  to  the 
complaining  party.  He  believed  the  pe- 
titioner had  been  hardly  dealt  with,  and 
attributed  it  to  the  great  powers  intrusted 
to  Magistrates  by  the  Act,  but  he  never- 
theless did  not  see  any  remedy  but  by  an 
amendment  of  the  present  laws. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  thought  the  peti- 
tioner's case  one  of  great  oppression.  He 
had  long  been  of  opinion,  that  the  law  re- 
quired alteration,  and  that  opinion  was 
very  much  strengthened  by  the  singular 
case  before  the  House,  which  went  to 
show  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  a  Magis- 
trate to  grant  a  licence  improperly,  as  well 
as  to  refuse  one.  The  law  had  been  long 
and  loudly  complained  of,  and  he  did  not 
see  a  fitter  opportunity  for  inqiury  than 
in  the  present  instance.  A  much  higher 
value  was  set  upon  property  of  this  de- 
scription, and  more  money  given  for 
it,  on  the  good  faith  and  understanding 
that  no  new  licences  would  be  granted  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood,  unless  a 
positive  necessity  was  shown  for  granting 
them.  In  this  case  none  had  been  shown, 
and  he  was  bound  to  say  there  was  every 
appearance  of  the  exertion  of  undue  in- 
fluence. Under  these  circumstances,  he 
earnestly  recommended  the  gallant  Colo- 
nel to  carry  the  matter  further,  and  sug- 
gested a  Committee  of  inquiry. 

The  Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

Corn  Laws — Currency — and  As- 
sessed Taxes.]  Mr.  Thomas  Attwood 
presented  a  petition  from  1 50,000  persons, 
assembled  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Birmioghami  at  New  Hall 


tm      Corn  Lg,u)$9  tJurrenq/^      {C6M1K0NS>       t^n^  4ll*^w4  Tft^^-        ItH 


gill,  9gwzi  the  Assfeased-tax^s,  ^  Cpr^- 
ws,  and  all  other  ta|Les  on  industry. 
The  mejsting  from  which  tbi3  p.etitjqp 
einoDated  yvas  one  of  the  he$p  copducleid 
he  (lad  evef  attended*    When  he  |)ad  la^ 


the  honour  of  preseating  a  petition  pn  the    about  to  go  tol^w,  for  wantpf  ^  mer^  organ 


subjept  pf  the  Corn-laws,  he  was  toid  by 
anbpn.  Member  opppsite,  tb^t  be^  tb^ 
Representative  of  a  inanufi|cturing  cpi>- 
BtituencYy  should  ^tend  ^o  then:  interests 
peculiarly.  But  that  was  9^  prinpjpk!  be 
peyer  could,  never  wpilld,  admit.  For 
wben  he  learned  that  the  labourers  in  se- 
veral parts  of  England  had  no  more  than 
4s.  6a.  a-w^eky  and  when  he  knew  that 
several  parishes  were  obliged  to  mortgage 
their  f^tes  to  support  tbeir  poor,  so  wretch- 
ed and  so  numerous  )V(ere  they,  he  could 
neyer  conceive  any  censure  deserved  for 
boppst  interference  tp  alleviatp  thp  dis- 
tresses pf  the  agricultural  labourer.  7b? 
fact  wasy  that  while  the  Corn-laws  existed, 
the  curse  of  the  country,  the  monetary 
hyi9  \vpuld  also  pxist.  He  would  prove, 
that  ip  copsequence  of  both,  the  condition 
of  the  people  of  England  were  deteriora- 
ted fifty  per  pent*  "nie  fact  )vas,  that  the 
population  had  increased  thirty  per  cent, 
while  the  lan(}  had  bpen  deteriorated 
twenty  per  cent,  and  tbps  the  people  had 
been  reduced  to  the  condition  of  suosisting 
upon  one  half  of  their  former  food.  Mi- 
nistry sMCc^eded  Ministry,  and  still  no  relief 
followed,  and  the  people  were  left  to  perish 
gradually.  But  they  put  forward,  and 
adoptee)  in  Lord  LiyerpooFs  Administra- 
tion ff ee  tradp ;  this  th^y  boasted  was  as 
great  a  discovery  as  the  Elixir  Vitee.  But 
ne  would  undertake  to  prove,  that  the  fre^ 
trade  they  granted  bad  only  the  effect  of 
reduping  the  rate  of  labour,  and  impover- 
ishiqg  \\\€i  ppople,  y/ho  had  still  tq  pay 
the  same  amount  of  taxes.  Until  there 
was  a  free  trade  in  corn,  in  taxes,  and 
in  money,  it  was  useless  to  talk  of  its 
advantage.  The  hop.  Member  then  pro- 
ceeded tp  urge  the  necessity  of  a  change 
in  the  monetary  system  of  the  country, 
and  related  the  following  anecdote  in  il- 
lustration of  the  necessity  of  what  he 
called  ^  free  trade  in  money :  ''  Some 
time  since  ^  noblpman  applied  to  a  tenant 
for  his  rent  The  tenant  pleaded  his 
ihability  to  pay  on  account  of  the  miller 
owing  him  for  a  ouQntitv  of  flour.  The 
landlord  sent  for  tne  miller,  who  pleaded 
his  inability  to  pay  the  farmer  on  account 
of  the  nobleman  owing  him  a  sum  almost 
^^ual  to  it.    The  coase^uenpe  was^  tb^t 


cheque,  whicn  he  g^ye  tt^  pii)|er|  ||Ke  ipi|* 
Jpr  gaye  it  to  t)}p  WWfir,  ai)4  fhi?  fi^nw 
returned  it  to  his  landlord ;  and  tp^;  l^ree 
men,  who  were  at  <}§SE^''^  drawn,    and 


of  exdiange,  by  the  creation  of  that  organ 
on  a  piece  of  paper  settled  their  diierences, 
p»id  Ikm  A^bi»t  and  tbey  piirt^  quite 
satisfied  with  e^ch   otl^er.^      li|sleaq  of 
f Hidyipi  t})^'  pwpcflty  of  t|i,e  pfMAp/  the 
study  of  political  economists  (lad  been  for 
the  last  twenty  years  to  b^P^k  (}pw{i  the 
principle  of  expbapge.    He  ^oi||d  illus- 
trate it  in  a  familiar  way.     The  first  ques- 
tiop  he  yvpuld  asV  was,  y^liaf  ^as  tbp  first 
neces^ry  of  life?  ^nd  the  ^niw^p  voMld  be, 
bread.    Tlie second?  money.     What  was 
ruin  ?  he  would  then  ask,  and  ))p  YfO{i]i  be 
tpld  it  was  the  incinnp^tence  of  an  hopese 
man  to  pay  his  debts,  and  that  brouriit 
hifp  ag^iu  to  the  erst  prinpiplp  m  wb?ch 
be  set  out— -exchange.    He  could  not  but 
complaii)  of  the  conduct  of  tbe  present 
Ministry  4p4  (l^e  reformpc}   pa|fh^^t. 
They  had  coerced  Ireland ;  and  thev  bad 
Sufferpd  Epglfi||d  to  |Q  uprelicvpjjj.    The 
Whig  Ministry,  whipb  bad  been  out  of 
power  for  seventy  years,  would,   if  they 
had  doqe  j^stipe  to  Ireland  apd  cIpgljiRd, 
have  continued  in  100 ;    and  instead  of 
fearing  that  pther  place,  a  collision  with 
wbicl)  they  so  much  drp^de^i  it  vould  be 
rather  a  football  than  anything  elw  for 
them,  if  that  pther  place  did  qot  cpntent 
itself  with  the  sentiments  of  the  country 
und  n^ake  the  people's  ^ppiness  its  Pf  u. 
He  had  ^noth^r  small  petition  to    pre- 
sent from  the  same  meeting  f(  150,000 
people,  against  th^  hous^   and  window 
taxes  exclusively.     The  petitioner)  com- 

ftlained,  and  be  ^reed  with  them|  tbst 
hey  and  the  country  were  unable  any 
longer  to  bear  the  present  pressure  pf  tax- 
ation. Tbe  country  was  groanipg  under 
them ;  the  people  cried  from  one  epd  to 
the  other  tnat  they  woula  not  pay  any 
more ;  the  Ministry  seemed  determined  to 
compel  them  to  pay.  tp  get  blood  frpm  a 
stone :  but  he  would  bid  tbcm  Iwirare. 
Though  the  poor  people  of  England  were 
devoted  to  the  aristocracy,  still  there  was 
such  ^  thing  as  spurrin|[  a  williqg  horse  to 
death,  an^  tres^ding  on  the  worfu  till  it 
turned  on  its  oppresspr*  In  opposition 
to  evidence  of  the  prosperity  of  the  mapa- 
facturing  part  of  England,  given  before  tbe 
manufacturing  Committee,  be  must  say, 

thsit  b^beliey^  that  for  U^e  \%%i  9^yv  7^^ 
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ihftte  ka4  btea,  and  was,  do  pfospesity  in 
ike  caiiolry.  What  was  it  whick  caused 
Ihena  to  cry  out  for  refonn,  if  prosperity 
existed?  Was  it  prosperity  which  made 
almost  every  man  among;  them  politiciao^, 
and  poKlictans  determined  on  having  re- 
dress? Was  it  prosperity  which  caused, 
vithin  the  last  iew  ye^rs,  thousands  of  bro- 
ken hearts  to  emigrate  from  England — 
Ikis.  kappy  eftuatfy---aierry  England,  as  it 
ms  called  in  old  timea  ?  No,  tl  was  the 
criminal  oonduct  of  an  ignorant  and 
ua^nueful  Governn\ent,  who  would  rather 
aachfice  one-half  of  the  people  than 
give  up  any  preconceived  dogma  or  sacri- 
fice a  single  atom  of  a  favourite  theory. 
He  would  ask,  was  it  happiness  and  pros- 
perity which  caused  an  increase  of  crime 
to  a  fourfold  amount  within  the  last  few 
years ;  and  urged  the  agricultural  popu- 
lation to  those  burnings,  which  were  at 
once  tke  disgrace  and  the  proof  of  the 
poverty  of  tke  couniry  ?  No :  it  was  vain 
to  talk  thus-  Prosperity  was  no  longer 
among  tke  people  of  England,  and  would 
not  be  while  the  present  system  was  kept 
up.  He  had  also  a  petition  to  present 
from  George  Solly,  praying  for  an  issue  of 
pne  pound  notes  payable  in  silver,  and 
expressed  bis  entirQ  concurrence  in  tke 
prayer.  In  no  country  in  the  world  had 
a  restriction  been  laid  on  mnney,  and  no 
suck  restriction  had  been  laid  on  money 
or  its  repriesentative  in  this  country  till 
the  year  17?5t  when  Sir  George  Saville, 
th^  a  Member  of  the  House,  rose  in  hb 
place  and  exhibiting  a  sixpenny  note, 
ask^  if  i|  were  wise  to  allow  such  things 
to  oironlate.  At  tha^  time  notes  of  every 
description  were  allowed  to  be  made  and 
iasued  by  anybody  who  chose  to  do  so. 
The  late  Sir  Robert  Peel,  one  of  the  most 
upright,  useful,  and  valuable  members  of 
society,  he  had  ever  known,  was  one  of 
those  who  issued  notes  to  a  very  large 
extent ;  and  in  ftict,  the  Government  was 
perer  insane  or  wicked  enougk  to  inter- 
fere with  them,  A  great  outcry  had  been 
raiaed  against  tke  issue  of  paper  money ; 
but  no  reason  had  been  given  against  it. 
He,  kowever,  could  give  some  in  its  fa- 
vour; for  there  was  Russia,  the  most  bar- 
baioos  power  in  Europe,  able  to  ride  down 
England,  endave  Poland,  to  paralyze 
France,  and  annihilate  Turkey,  and  put 
tk^  world  in  fear;  and  all  this  was  in 
Gonaequence  of  l^er  paper  money.  In 
Haaaia  too  there  were  no  complaints  of  I 
poverty  anonf  the  people ;  and,  altl^ou^h  I 


he  would  admit  their  paper  issue  had  sunk 
in  value  three- fourths,  what  harm  kad 
it  done  the  country?  The  people  were 
comfortable,  and  the  government  was  aH 
powerful.  But  Gentlemen  said,  that  Eng- 
land had  gold  ;  that  the  standard  of  value 
protected  them— why,  the  Bank  of  Eng^ 
land  had  the  power  of  raising  the  standaia 
when  they  liked,  under  the  present  system 
— of  sinking  thereby  the  price  of  estates, 
and  thus  of  purchasing  them  almost  for  a 
song ;  and  even  of  midcing  the  sovereign 
of  three  times  the  present  value.  In  fact, 
of  ruining  the  entire  country  if  it  chose. 
But,  fortunately,  it  did  not  choose  to  plaj 
such  pranks.  He  would  conclude  by  pre- 
senting a  short  petition  from  the  council 
of  the  Birmingham  Political  Union  against 
the  conduct  of  the  new  police  at  the  late 
Coldhath-fields' meeting.  In  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners,  and  tke  opinions  they  ex- 
pressed of  the  conduct  of  the  authorities 
on  that  occasion  in  the  subsequent  pro* 
ceedings  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  he 
most  cordially  concurred.  They  depre- 
cated them,  and  so  did  he,  as  much  as 
man  could.  He  dkl  not  mean  to  say,  that 
the  meeting  was  a  legal  or  an  illegal  one : 
but  he  would  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it 
was  a  most  wanton  and  disgraceful  attack 
on  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  England 
which  he,  on  his  conscience,  believed  they 
were  as  much  opposed  to,  and  as  willing 
to  ride  down,  as  any  Tories  in  existence 
ever  were.  He  would  warn  them  not  to 
touch  too  much  on  public  privilege,  for 
there  were  limits,  after  passing  which, 
resistance  was  lawful  in  every  sense.  Bui 
that  was  not  even  the  worst — that  grand 
magnificent  institution,  Trial  by  Jury,  had 
b^en  set  at  nought  by  the  Government ; 
and  the  solemn  oath  of  seventeen  men, 
each  as  honourable  and  as  conscientious 
as  any  one  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  was 
utterly  disregarded  by  them.  The  Mi- 
nisters had  shown  the  cloven  foot  fully  in 
that  last  finishing  touch  to  the  trans- 
actions; they  had  commenced  with  the 
Irish  Coercion  Bill,  and  gone  with  the 
Coldbath-fields'  business.  Where  would 
they  end?  He  thought  the  system  of 
police  as  at  present  established,  wrong. 
If  it  were  paid  by  the  parishes,  and  the 
power  over  it  taken  from  the  hands  of  the 
Ministry,  he  should  be  satisfied;  but 
otherwise,  he  would  always  oppose  the 
cursed,  rascally  system.  They  were  going 
too,  to  spread  it  all  over  the  country— 
to  introdnee  it  to  Manchester  and  Bristol| 
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and  Birmingham :  but  he  could  tell  them 
the  people  of  Birmingham  would  never 
have  ity  and  he  hoped  Ihe  country,  gene- 
rally, would  act  in  the  same  manner. 
Petitions  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

ChurchTemporalitibs  (Irelatjd).] 
On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Stanley, 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Temporalities  of  the  Church 
(Ireland)  Bill. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  moved  to  strike 
out  of  clause  54,  a  proviso,  which  was 
rendered  unnecessary  in  consequence  of 
the  omission  of  clause  147  from  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  he  understood  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  intimate  that  this 
was  necessary  in  consequence  of  clause 
147  having  been  struck  out  of  the  Bill, 
which  clause,  in  his  (Mr.  Hume's) opinion, 
was  the  only  one  worth  attending  to, 
either  by  that  House  or  by  the  country. 
As  well  as  he  understood  the  explanation 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  object 
of  his  Amendment  was  this — that  whereas 
as  the  law  stood  at  present,  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  any  person  to  sell  Church 
land  in  perpetuity,  this  Bill  went  to  give 
that  power  to  certain  Commissioners,  and 
the  Amendment  provided  that  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  thus  made  by  those  Commis- 
sioners should  be  solely  appropriated  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  present  Church 
Establishment  of  Ireland.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  he  was  correct  in  his  inter- 
pretation of  the  Amendment,  as  he  had 
not  heard  distinctly  a  single  word  that  had 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on 
the  subject  ? 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  said,  that  by  the 
147th  clause  the  purchase  monies,  arising 
out  of  the  sale  in  perpetuity  of  Bishop's 
lands  was  to  be  left  as  a  separate  fund  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commissioners,  to  be 
treated  differently  and  appropriated  to  dif- 
ferent purposes  from  Church  property  ge- 
rally.  Now,  it  was  thought  that  the  dis- 
tinction which  the  Government  had  thus, 
in  the  first  instance,  proposed  to  make  be- 
tween that  property  and  other  Church 
property  was  not  a  well-founded  one,  and 
it  was,  therefore,  deemed  right  and  ne- 
cessary, without  affirming  or  denying  the 
power  of  Parliament  to  deal  with  Church 
property  as  it  might  think  fit,  that  such  a 
distinction  should  not  by  this  Billbecreated 
between  any  portions  of  that  property. 
Now  dause  147  having  been  omitted,  if 


clause  54  should  stand  as  it  was,  the  sur- 
plus funds  which  would  arise  in  the  hands 
of  the  Commissioners  from  the  sale  of  Bi- 
shops' lands  would  be  excepted  from  the 
operation  of  the  Bill.  It  was,  therefore, 
proposed  by  the  present  Ameadment  to 
strike  out  that  exception,  and  that  these 
surplus  funds  should,  like  the  other  Chnrch 
property  specified  in  that  clanse,  heap* 
propriated  in  substitotion  for  the  rmtxj 
cess,  and  for  other  purposes  strictly  ec» 
clesiastical.  The  Bill,  thvs  amended, 
would  leave  precisely  where  it  was  the 
power  of  Parliament  to  dispose  of  Chnrch 
property  to  purposes  other  than  ecclesias- 
tical, and  it  would,  as  it  was  desirable  that 
it  should,  leave  undetermined  and  un« 
touched  the  question,  whether  it  was  right 
or  whether  it  was  not  right  that  snch  pro- 
perty should  be  appropriated  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  State. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  if  he  understood 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  correctly,  thn 
Bill  should  be  described  as  a  Bill  for  add- 
ing d,000,000f.  in  value  to  the  alieady 
enormous  income  of  the  overpaid  and  si- 
necure Established  Church  of  Ireland. 
That  was  the  position,  the  unenviable  po- 
sition, in  which  that,  the  first  Reformed 
House  of  Commons,  was  placed.  He 
would  appeal  not  only  to  the  House,  but 
to  the  country,  whether,  af^er  all  the  com- 
plaints that  had  been  justly  made,  after 
all  the  exposures  that  had  been  witnessed 
as  to  the  enormous  and  overgrown  wealth 
of  the  Established  Church  in  Ireland,  it 
was  not  too  much  that  a  Reformed  House 
of  Commons  should  be  called  upon  by  his 
Majesty's  Ministers,  not  to  refonn  that 
Church — not  to  curtail  and  lessen  its  ex- 
penditure— but  actually  to  add  to  its 
wealth,  by  increasing  the  value  of  ks  pro* 
perty?  It  was  too  much  that  they  should 
be  now  called  upon  to  give  up  this  surplus 
to  the  Church,  seeing  that  it  had  been  ex- 
plained by  the  noble  Lord  (the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer)  in  the  first  instance, 
and  also  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself,  that  the  appropriation  of  this 
surplus  to  other  than  ecclesiastical  pur- 
poses would  not  be  depriving  the  Chnrch 
of  any  properly,  as  the  lands  out  of  the 
purchase  of  which  in  perpetuity  it  would 
arise  would  be  purchased  at  present  only 
for  the  lives  of  the  incumbents.  The  fact 
was,  that  this  Act  gave  a  new  value  to  that 
description  of  property,  by  allowing  it  to 
be  sold  in  perpetuity,  and  the  snrplas 

arising  from    tiiat   ula  obrionsly  be*. 
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cmme  puUic  property,  as  it  was  in  the  I 
fini  imlaiice   explained    to   be    by  the 
right    koD.    Gentleman,    and     by    the 
noble  Lord,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer.   This  he  would  say,  that  it  was 
noibing  less  than  an  attempt  at  a  gross 
delvsioii  upon  the  country,  thns  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  ostensibly  for  the  reform  of  the 
already  overgrown  and  sinecure  Church 
establishments  of  Ireland ;  and  by  a  sub- 
sequent alteration  in  the  Bill,  instead  of 
rednciog  the  income  of  that  far  too  rich 
Church,  actually  to  place  at  its  disposal 
in  peipetttity  land  that  at  present  could 
only  be  purchased  for  the  li?es  of  the  in- 
cumbents.    He  would  submit,  that  much 
as  that  House  might  be  disposed  to  yield 
to  the  wishes  or  demands  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers,  it  should  not  proceed  to  sanc- 
tion such  a  proposition  as  that<— a  propo- 
sition that  went  to  transfer  the  fee-simple 
of  all  this  property  to  the  Church  of  Ire- 
land, that  at  present  only  possessed  a  life 
interest  in  it.     He  could  not  bring  himself 
to  believe,  that  the  noble  Lord,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  would  lend  his 
sanction  to  such  a  monstrous  proposition. 
It  was  so  completely  contrary  to  all  the 
promises  that  noble  Lord  had  made — it 
was  so  utterly  inconsistent  with  all  the 
pledges  he  bad  given — it  was  so  diametri- 
cally contrary  to  the  expectations  of  the 
country,  that  he  (Mr.  Hume)  would  put 
it  to  the  Committee  whether  they  were 
prepared  to  proceed  to  vote  3,000,000/. 
additional  for  the  support  of  a  sinecure 
Church  in  the  absence  of  that  noble  Lord, 
and  whether  it  would  not  be  more  advis- 
able that  they  should  wait  to  have  the 
benefit  of  his  presence,  in  order  that  they 
might  know  from  himself  whether  he  ap- 
proved of  such  a  proposition,  and  in  order 
that  he  might  explain  to  them,  if  approving 
of  it,  a  change  in  his  sentiments  so  diametri- 
callv  opposed  to  them  as  stated  by  himself 
in  the  first  instance,  and  also  as  explained 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  a  former 
occasion.    He  bad  always  given  the  noble 
Lord  the  credit,  and  the  country  had  given 
him  the  credit,  of  being  a  plain,  well- 
meaning,    direct  and  honest  man.    He, 
therefore,  could  not  bring  himself  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  noble  Lord  could  be  a  party 
to  such  a  proceeding  as  the  present  one, 
-—to  such  a  violation  of  all  his  previous 
promises  and  pledges,   on  the  faith  of 
which  the  country  depended,  on  the  faith 
of  which   that  House  for  three  or  four 
moDtbs  depeudedi  and  on  the  faith  of 


which  hundreds  of  Members  had  given 
their  votes  for  the  passing  of  that  odious 
act,  the  Irish  Coercion  Bill; — he  could 
not,  he  repeated,  bring  himself  to  believe 
that  such  a  thing  was  possible.  He  could 
not  believe,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  relin- 
quished that  part  of  the  Bill  to  which 
alone  the  country  had  looked  with  satis* 
faction,  and  on  which  that  House  had  de- 
pended, until  he  heard  the  noble  Lord 
declare  to  himself,  and  until  he  heard  him 
state,  that  instead  of  reducing  the  reve- 
nues of  this  sinecure  Church,  he  approved 
of  a  proposition  for  adding  3,000,000/.  to 
them  in  value.  He  made  that  estimate 
upon  the  authority  of  the  noble  Lord  him- 
self. If  it  were  not  correct,  why,  he  would 
ask,  did  the  noble  Lord  make  such  a 
statement  at  the  time?  Why  did  he 
then  estimate  this  surplus  at  3,000,000/.? 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  then  con- 
sidered that  statement  to  be  incorrect,  why 
did  he  not  at  once  correct  it,  and  why  did 
he  allow  what,  upon  his  own  showings  was 
a  delusion  thus  to  be  practised  upon  the 
country  ?  The  object  of  this  clause,  as  it 
was  proposed  to  be  amended,  was  to 
transfer  to  the  Church  of  Ireland  the  fee- 
simple  of  the  whole  of  this  property,  and 
to  keep  up  for  ever  the  enormous  revenues 
of  an  overgrown  establishment,  that  was 
odious  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  ex- 
pensive to  the  people  of  England.  The 
object  of  the  clause  was  to  keep  up  that 
establishment  at  an  expense  of  20,000 
military  in  Ireland.  He  was  ready  to 
allow  8,000  or  9,000  military  for  that 
country  under  ordinary  circumstances,  but 
the  additional  20,000  men  were  necessary 
there  for  the  maintenance  and  preservation 
of  fi  sinecure  Church.  Instead  of  reduc- 
ing the  amount  of  military  in  that  country, 
as  he  would  contend  they  should  to  the 
standard  of  1792--namely,to  10,000  men 
— ihey  would  be  obliged  to  maintain  them 
at  their  present  amount  if  they  passed  this 
clause  in  the  proposed  amended  form,  in 
order  to  secure  the  existence  of  a  sinecure 
Church  in  that  country.  Feeling,  there- 
fore, that  they  should  not  proceed  in  the 
absence  of  the  noble  Lord,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  but  that  they  should 
wait  to  have  the  benefit  of  his  presence  in 
discussing  this  part  of  the  Bill,  he  would 
beg  to  move  as  an  Amendment  that  the 
Chairman  should  report  progress,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Major  Beauclerk  said,  that  the  hon. 

member  for  Middleseic  bad  forestalled 


U39        Church  nmfondities       {COMMONS} 


(h^hnA^} 


lUO 


dim  in  what  ha  w^sk  going  to  say.  |f  e  did 
think  th^t,  9X  tbU  time  of  d<^,  when  all 
Europe  veproached  iheni  with,  and  laughed 
at  then)  for,  their  overgrown  and  enorm- 
ous Church  Ests^blishmeuts,  it  was  too 
much  to  csU  on  them  to  vote  3>000,000/. 
additional  in  value  to  th^  income  of  the 
Chnrch  Esti^blishment.  He  would  recom- 
mend the  right iiop.  S^retary  to  withdraw 
the  clause  ^together.  H^  would  give  his 
cordial  support  to  the  Motion  of  tn^  hon. 
member  for  Middlesex. 

Sir  Henry  Willou^hbjf  denied  the  possi- 
bility of  creating  c(  new  value  in  property, 
by  Act  of  Parliament,  so  as  to  make  it 
applicable  to  public  purposes.  But  in  the 
first  place,  the  hon.  member  for  Middlesex 
was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  this  Bill 
would  give  to  the  Church  of  Ireland  some- 
thing that  it  had  not  before.  He  would 
assert  positively  that  the  fee " simple,  as  well 
a^  the  interest  in  those  lands,  was  in  the 
ChMroh  of  Ireland,  and  in  the  Church  of 
Ireland  alone.  He  repeated,  that  it  was 
an  error  to  suppose  it  possible  that  Acts  of 
Parliament  pould  impart  new  value  to 
property,  so  as  to  render  it  available  for 
public  purcv)8es :  such  a  (loctriae  would 
strike  at  tne  root  of  all  property  in  the 
kingdom.  If,  by  an  Act  or  Parliament,  a 
new  road  or  a  new  canal  was  made  through 
his  property,  so  as  to  give  an  additional 
value  to  it,  was  it  to  be  contended  that  that 
additional  value  should  go  to  the  public  ? 

Lord  J)uncannon  was  sure  that  no  man 
who  was  acquainlfd  with  Ireland  conic)  be 
ignorant  of  tne  enormities  arising  from  the 
Vestry  Cess  in  that  country,  and  therefore 
could  not  but  think  that  the  clause  which 
went  to  take  away  th^t  impost  was  a  gre^t 
benefit  upon  the  people  of  Ireland,  He 
begged  to  observe^  that  he  had  voted  *the 
other  night  forleavipg  out  the  1 47th  clause, 
not  with  a  view  of  taking  from  the  Par- 
liament the  appropriation  of  Church  pro- 
perty ;  if  the  omission  would  have  had 
that  effect,  he  most  certainly  should  not 
have  so  voted,  but  he  considered  that  by 
the  course  he  had  followed  he  had  merely 
done  that  which  would  cause  the  appro- 
priation of  the  Church  funds  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Church  Cess;  the  House 
having,  on  a  former  occasion,  thought 
right  to  alter  the  clause  which  imposed  a 
tax  upon  original  incumbents,  tnat  tax 
beingintended  originally  to  pay  the  Church 
Cess.  He  felt  satisfied  that  the  surplus, 
whether  it  might  amount  to  1 ,000,000^.  or 

3|000,000/.|  as  bad  been  suggested  by  the 


hon.  membef  for  ^icMk«ex,  would  ev««jta- 
aily  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Parliamenl, 
or,  in  oth^r  words^oouM  not  he  appropri- 
ated by  the  Commissionei^.  without  ihe 
approbating^  of  the  L^islature* 

Mr.  Iftfi^saidttbat  it  appeared  to  bim 
that  the  terw  c»f  Ihe  clawae  involved  ano- 
ther deviatiofi  from  the  priopiples  wbick 
had  been  stated  wl^en  the  BUI  was  first 
intrpdi4C?d.  Th^  i^oUe  Un^^  the  member 
for  Nottingham,  in  stating  ih^  mwons 
whiqh  had  induoed  him  to  concur  in  the 
vote  of  the  last  night,  had  sisemed  entirely 
to  focget  the  grounds  upoi^  which  the  noble 
Lord,^  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
had  introduced  tho  Bill.  It  had  then 
been  stated  by  the  npble  Lord  that  the 
relief  intended  to  be  s^fibrded  to  the  people 
was  to  he  effected  fron\  and  defrayed  by  a 
tax  upon,  the  present  incomb^ta  and 
Bishops,  and  upon  the  lushoprics  and 
livings  falling  in.  He  could  not  see  how 
the  present  Afoendment  could  be  carried 
while  the  49th  clause  was  retained  in  the 
Bill,  for  the  House  would  remember,  that 
by  it  every  a^m  due  and  payable  to  the 
Commissioners  of  First  Fruits  ai|d  arrears, 
or  any  sums  advanced  by  them  for  repair- 
ing, rebuilding,  or  improving  glebe  and 
other  houses,  liiould  he  transferred  and 
made  payable  to  the  Commissioners  named 
under  this  Act.  It  would  only  he  fair  to 
let  the  House  and  the  country  know  what 
was  the  amount  of  this,  and  it  was  a  pro- 
ceeding much  to  be  deprecated  that  by  an 
Amendment  like  the  prosei^t,  of  four  or 
dye  lives,  a  vote  of  400,000/,  or  there- 
abouts should  be  taken  without  notice. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  could  not  think 
thatAhe  hoq.  member  for  Mid^e^x  really 
understood  that  to  which  he  ohjeoted. 
He  (Mr.  Stanley)  ims^in^  thet  Uie  hon. 
Member,  with  all  his  calculations,  oould 
not  attach  much  importance  to  the  point, 
whether  the  public  should  pay  now  that 
which  eventually  they  must  be  bound  to 
pay  by  instalments ; '  and  whether  this 
obligation  was  fulfilled  by  the  147th  clause, 
or  by  the  54th  clause,  he  (Mr,  Stanley) 
apprehended  no  great  difference  was 
made.  The  objeot  of  the  Amendment 
proposed  to  be  added  to  the  54th  clause 
was  merely  to  transfer  to  it  fropi  the  147th 
clause  a  provision  for  the  paym^t  from 
other  sources  of  a  sqm  of  b^tweea 
300,000/.  and  400,000/.,  which  if  the 
Amendment  was  now  thrown  out,  must 
remain  for  twenty  years,  and  to  meat  U 
the  Yestry  Ces^  mast  be  (^ootin^edf 
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Sir  JMfr/  Jngiis  cootended,  that 
Charck  property  wa«  as  sacred  as  any 
p^htf  nqpie^  q(  property  whatever.  The 
pobfe  M>r49  Uiie  meqfiber  for  Nottingbam, 
had  talked  of  the  enormities  of  Church 
Ceas,  apd  be  could  i»o(  biit  thinK  that  the 
speef))  of  the  noble  Lord  was  mi|ch  more 
fit  fqr  a  former  member  for  Kilkenny  than 
becanie  the  repfesents|tive  for  the  county 
of  Nqitt^gban^*  Bi)t  v^ith  referaoce  to  the 
alle2e4  enormities  of  Church  Cess,  he 
would  refer  to  the  returns  made  to  Parlia- 
ipeott  wliicb  sbofffsd  tl^at  in  no  cfuie  bad 
it  ^mounted  to  more  than  eighteep-pence 
an  acfe,  and  in  nuo^erous  instaqces  to 
not  mqpe  than  two-pence  halfpenny.  He, 
therefoie,  was  of  opinion  that  the  obser- 
vations which  bad  been  thrown  out  ou  the 
subject  of  Church  Cess  being  a  grievance 
wefe  a  delusion  of  the  public^  It  oould 
not  be  sbowDi  ihat  jt  vf^  such  a  ^f ievanc^ 
as  \o  paU  upon  tb^  Parliament  to  mterfer^ 
Ag^Ut  it  could  not  be  shown  that  any 
surplus  would  arise,  and  the  most  morbid 
lover  of  crifne  and  spoliation  would  not 
^ocqtir^  a  principle  of  taking  property 
when  Ui^e  was  nothing  real  to  grasp  at. 
]n  his  view,  money  was  a  secondary  object 
in  this  question.  His  gfeat  objection  was 
the  interference  w^^ich  was  made  with  the 
spiritual  functions  of  t)ie  Church,  and 
without,  for  one  moment,  conceding  to  the 
House  its  right  to  interfere  with  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Church,  and  feeling  also  that 
the  prop^fty  sought  to  be  affected  did  not 
exist,  be  must,  qu  the  contrary,  protest 
sigainst  any  such  interference  by  an  as- 
sembly of  laymen  instead  of  a  clerical 
convocation.  So  long  ^b  such  an  interfer- 
ence was  nqa(]e  with  the  spiritual  functions 
of  bis  Cburch,  he  should  oppose  the  Bill. 

Mr.  O'Conuell  admitted  to  the  fullest 
extent  tbat  the  House  had  no  right  to 
interfere  with  the  spiritual  functions  and 
jurisdiction  of  the  Church.  He  could 
not  i(9seat  to  any  such  interference  with 
the  Church  to  which  he  (Mr.  O'Connell) 
belonged;  and,  on  the  same  principle 
he  woqid  object  to  such  an  interference 
with  the  spiritual  functions  of  the  Church 
to  wb^cb  the  hon.  Baronet  was  attached; 
but  still  hf|  thought  that  the  House  bad  ft 
compleie  jurisdiction  over  the  pounds, 
sbillwga  and  pence — the  tithes  and  ob- 
lations qf  the  Church — and  be  only  re- 
gretted that  jurisdiction  had  not  oeen 
morp  e^pre^ftly  and  distinctly  laid  down 
ao4  ^^rced  in  the  present  instance. 
The  em(j^t\g  value  wi  iin|>ortaDca  of 


the  present  Bill  had  been  left  out  by  the 
omission  of  the  clause  with  reference  to 
tbe  Vestry -cess,  the  evils  of  which  were  but 
now  too  well  known,  and  from  which  the 
hitherto  prevailing  wrangles  would,  under 
thi|»  clause,  be  but  increased.  H^  had  fni- 
quently  admitted  those  evils,  and  had  said, 
and  would  now  repeat,  that  in  the  shape  the 
Bill  at  present  «tood  in,  it  would  not 
effect  any  beneficial  change.  Ha  cpuld 
not  but  revert  to  tha  expresnions  of  sfio- 
liation  and  plunder  which  had  beep  ap- 
plied by  the  hon.  Baronet  below  him  (Sir 
Robert  Inglis)  and  he  would  inquire  of 
the  hon.  Baronet  if  be  had  read  or  ex- 
amined the  returns  which  bad  been  moved 
for  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
member  for  Cambridge,  because  he  would 
have  found  the  number  of  benefices  under 
the  Established  Church  in  which  divine 
service  had  not  been  performed  fqr  three 
veara  ending  February  1833-*he  would 
nave  found  tnat  in  the  diocese  of  Water- 
ford,  out  of  sixty-five  benefices,  in 
eighteen  (more  thi|n  one -fourth),  no 
service  had  been  perfornied  for  tbe 
last  three  years.  Let  the  hon.  Baronet 
talk  of  spoliation  after  this  for  in  all  these 
tithes  were  collected.  After  this,  talk  of 
morbid  appetites  for  robbery  and  spolia- 
tion !  But  he  must  think  that  was  a  most 
rapacious  appetite  which  would  call  for 
tithes  and  oblations  for  doing  nothing. 
Again,  he  would  remind  the  House  and 
the  hon.  Baronet  that  in  several  of  the 
parishes  the  clergy  bad  sued  for  the  May 
tithes*  and  ader  all  this,  he  thought  tbat 
thero  could  not  be  much  regret  that  the 
Vestry-oess  should  be  taken  from  them*  He 
would  mention  an  instance  to  show  how  this 
was  applied.  In  ^  parish  in  Wexford,  10/. 
a-year  had  been  allowed  to  the  clerk  for 
ringing  the  bell,  and  when  the  bell  was 
broken  the  salary  was  increased  to  15/. 
a-year,  there  being  then  no  bell  to  ring. 
He  could  show  this  from  Parli^^mentary 
Returns.  Again,  in  many  benefices  there 
were  neither  baptisms  nor  visitations 
of  the  sick  performed,  because  it  was  not 
required  by  the  population;  and,  with 
respect  to  one  benefice  (KUsheda),  ha 
could  appeal  to  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Duncannon),  whether  any  of  those 
services  or  any  other  of  the  £stablishe4 
Church  had,  for  the  period  be  had  men^ 
tionedji  been  performed;  for,  though 
worth  1,000/.  per  annum,  there  w^ 
nothing  in  the  shape  of  a  Church,  except 
tb9  remuanta  of  ou^«    Would  tbe  boilf 
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Baronet  now  talk  of  the  morbid  appetite 
for  spoliation?  In  the  dioceses  of 
Limerick,  Aghadoe,  and  another,  there 
were  106  benefices,  in  the  majority  of 
which,  he  would  venture  to  say,  no 
service  had  been  performed  for  three — 
nay,  for  fifty  three  years.  Indeed,  in  the 
diocess  of  Limerick  there  were  twenty- 
seven  benefices  in  which  no  service  had 
been  performed  for  three  years,  as  shown 
by  the  returns.  Was  it,  then,  in  the 
support  of  such  a  system  that  one  clergy- 
man in  Ireland  (the  reverend  Mr.  Hickson) 
should  have  troops  quartered  with  him  to 
assist  in  the  collection  of  tithes?  Would, 
after  this,  the  hon.  Baronet  speak  of  spo- 
liation ?  He  should  therefore  move  the 
amendment  of  which  he  had  given  notice, 
to  the  effect  of  depriving  vestries  of  the 
power  of  imposing  any  rate  or  cess  for 
organists,  bell-ringers,  and  other  sub- 
ordinate parish  ofiicers.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber however  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Stanley  postponed  his  amendment  to  a 
future  stage  of  the  Bill. 

Dr.  Lushington  had  listened  to  the 
returns  which  had  been  alluded  to  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  member  for  Dublin,  and 
was  surprised  that  after  quoting  those 
documents  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man should  differ  from  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill.  It  was  evident  that  a  grievance 
was  to  be  remedied,  which  grievance, 
according  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman's own  showing,  must  remain, 
unless  the  Amendment  now  proposed 
should  be  adopted.  The  only  object 
of  the  amendment  was  to  engrail  on 
clause  54  certain  portions  of  clause  147, 
and  it  was  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  by 
it  any  additional  funds  were  to  be 
appropriated  to  Church  purposes.  Any 
resulting  surplus  would  remain  unimpair- 
ed for  future  appropriation.  The  Amend- 
ment was  merely  following  up  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Hume's  Amendment  was  with- 
drawn. 

On  the  question  being  again  put, 

Mr.  Shaw  said,  that  though  he  ad- 
mitted the  want  of  Churches  in  Ireland 
was  most  deplorable,  yet  he  must  insist 
that  within  the  last  seven  years  the  num- 
ber of  benefices  in  which  no  service  was 
performed  bad  decreased.  If  the  returns 
had  been  made  in  1800  instead  of  a  more 
recent  date,  it  would  have  been  found 
that  six-sevenths  of  the  whole  were  in  the 
ltiit«  complained   of*    He   would   also 


venture  to  say,  that  there  was  no  dei^- 
man  who  had  proceeded  for  his  May 
tithes,  and  was  prepared  to  show  that  the 
conduct  of  that  body  generally  had  been 
most  mild  and  forbearing. 

Mr.  O' Conned/ would  entreat  the  hoo. 
and  learned  Member  to  inquire  whether 
the  reverend  Dr.  Ryan,  of  Leixiip,  had 
not  collected  his  tithes  up  to  the  26th  of 
May.  He  would  also  refer  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  to  Fermoy,  where  he 
would  find  two  different  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding had  been  adopted  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  the  costs.  He  (Mr.  O'Con- 
nell)  could  also  show  an  instance  of  a 
Church  having  been  rebuilt  three  times 
within  twenty  years,  and  yet  it  could  not 
be  stated,  that  there  was  an  increase  of 
Protestants  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Ronayne  could  not  avoid  stating  to 
the  House  the  course  which  had  been 
pursued  with  regard  to  tithes  by  another 
clergyman,  the  reverend  Mr.  Devereax  of 
Stradbally.  That  individual  bad  sued 
a  widow  of  the  name  of  Macarthy,  through 
his  agent,  for  175.  6d.,  for  tithes  up  to 
1832,  which  she  was  compelled  to  pay, 
with  2/.  105.  costs  of  a  latitat ;  and  the 
receipt  given  was  on  a  mutilated  stamp, 
stating  that  she  had  paid  her  tithes  and 
the  costs  up  to  a  certain  time,  but 
without  specifying  the  amount.  The 
receipt  was  signed  ''J.  Claridge,"  and 
the  circumstance  was  verified  by  the 
affidavit  of  the  widow,  which  he  held  in 
his  hand.  After  such  a  proceeding,  what 
could  be  said  of  the  humanity  of  the 
Church  ?  He  had  other  afiBdavits  detail- 
ing similar  events  and  transactions.  He 
could  not  but  add,  that  he  trembled  for 
the  consequences  that  might  arise  from 
announcing  to  the  people  of  Ireland  that 
the  Legislature  had  no  power  to  remove 
those  grievances  in  the  Church  of  which 
they  had  so  lon^  complained. 

Sir  Samuel  Whalley  contended  that  the 
purposes  of  the  Bill  were  enth^ly  altered 
by  striking  out  the  147th  clause.  No 
surplus  could  arise  from  the  sale  of  per- 
petuities which  was  not  already  disposed 
of  by  this  Bill  in  other  clauses  besides  the 
54th  clause,  for  there  were  two  other 
clauses  which  empowered  the  Commis- 
sioners to  make  grants  for  hotlding 
parsons*  houses,  and,  secondly,*  for  the 
augmentation  of  small  livings.  The  tax 
upon  future  incumbents  would  be  slow 
in  accumulating,  and  therefore,  with  such 
an  appropriation  of  the  othef  fundsi  there 
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was  no  chance  of  a  surplus  for  the  pur- 
poses anticipated. 

Mr.  Hardy  was  of  opiaion  that  any 
surplus  would  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Commissioners^  with  the  authority  and 
approbation  of  Parliament ;  but  the  ques- 
tion which  the  hon.  member  for  Middle- 
sex seemed  roost  anxious  to  impress  upon 
the  House  was,  whether  that  surplus 
should  be  applied  to  secular  or  ecciesi- 
astical  purposes.  The  hon.  Member  had 
said,  that  the  proposition  would  give 
3,000,000/.  additional  to  a  sinecure 
Chnich.  If  the  surplus  were  to  be  ap- 
plied to  secular  purposes,  it  was  incum- 
bent on  the  hon.  Member,  and  those  who 
tbonght  with  himi  to  bring  a  specific 
Motion  forward.  He  must  take  that 
opportunity  of  saying,  that  he  was  not 
bribed  to  support  the  Coercive  Bill  by 
any  chance  of  getting  3,000,000/.  He 
disclaimed  having  given  his  support  to 
the  Coercion  Bill  on  the  understanding 
that  Ministers  were  pledged  to  carry  this 
or  any  other  remedial  measure.  He  had 
supported  it  solely  with  the  view  of  sup- 
pressing disturbances  in  Ireland.  The 
tranquil  state  of  Ireland  at  the  present 
moment  proved  that  the  Coercion  Bill  had 
answered  its  purpose. 

Mr.  O'Cojiite//  said,  that  the  hon. 
Member  who  spoke  last  was  offering 
something  like  a  gratuitous  insult  to  Ire- 
land when  he  boasted  of  having  invested 
the  Lord-lieutenant  with  the  power  of 
stifling  the  expression  of  public  opinion 
in  that  country.  As  to  the  Coercion  Bill 
having  tranquillized  Ireland,  the  Irish 
Members  had  always  contended,  that  if 
Government  had  exerted  its  power  before 
that  measure  was  passed,  agrarian  dis- 
turbances could  easily  have  been  sup- 
pressed. 

Mr.  Finn  charged  the  Whig  Govern- 
ment— ^he  charged  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
roan  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies — with 
having  provoked  and  produced  the  ex- 
cesses, to  repress  which  he  had  called  for 
the  Coercive  Bill.  When  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman  talked  of  the  extinction  of 
tithes,  he  (Mr.  Finn)  had  done  what  he 
could  to  prevent  the  people  being  deluded. 
He  had  gone  amongst  them  and  told  them 
that  it  would  not  be  so ;  he  had  called  on 
them  not  to  suffer  themselves  to  be 
ddnded,  and  had  told  them  that  those 
words  would  never  be  carried  into  effect. 
In  Kilkenny,  the  very  county  which  had 
since  been  proclaimed,  he  had  attended 


two  aifti-Tithe  Meetings.  He  had  then 
endeavoured  to  check  the  spirit  of  insur. 
rectiou  which  had  been  roused  and  encon* 
raged  by  the  Whig  Government.  He 
was  quite  sure  that,  at  the  beginning  of 
those  disturbances,*  the  Irish  Gentleman 
might  have  put  an  end  to  them,  but  those 
disturbances  were  encouraged  by  the 
Whigs.  But  those  Gentlemen  were  now 
known ;  they  had  stirred  up  almost  Revo- 
lution to  get  their  Reform  Bill  passed ; 
but  it  was  properly  said,  that  this  had 
given  the  people  the  Bill,  the  whole  Bill, 
and  nothing  but  the  Bill.  They  would 
let  them,  have  nothing  else.  The  delusion, 
however,  was  now  seen  through;  and 
when  those  Gentlemen  went  to  the  hust- 
ings they  would  be  told  to  go  away. 

Mr.  Slaney  rose  to  order.  He  did  so 
with  regret ;  but  he  appealed  to  the  Chair- 
man whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  not 
departing  altogether  from  the  subject 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  Finn :  The  hon.  Gentleman  should 
have  called  the  hon.  member  for  Bradford 
to  order  who  referred  to  the  Coercion  Bill, 
which  was  not  now  before  the  House.  Was 
that  hon.  Gentleman  to  be  allowed  to 
attack  the  hon.  members  for  Ireland,  and 
must  he  not  defend  them  ?  Was  the  hon. 
Member's  escapade  to  be  permitted,  and 
was  he  not  to  follow  him  ?  He  was  stating 
tliat  a  delusion  had  been  practised,  and 
that  it  had  been  seen  through.  The  Bill 
before  them  was  another  delusion,  with 
the  promise  of  3,000,000/.  with  which  it 
had  been  introduced.  He  meant  that 
there  was  a  division  in  the  Cabinet  on  the 
subject.  The  noble  Lord,  the  member  for 
Nottingham,  had  declared,  that  Church 
property  was  public  property,  and  might 
be  appropriated  by  the  State.  But  the 
right  hon.  Secretary  and  the  noble  Lord 
at  the  head  of  the  legal  profession  had 
declared,  that  it  all  belonged  to  the  Church. 
The  right  hon.  Secretary,  however,  had 
found  out  a  means  of  getting  out  of  this 
dilemma.  He  had  said :  **  Oh,  there  is  a 
new  value  to  be  given  to  the  property  of 
the  sale  of  the  Bishops'  land  for  perpe- 
tuity, and  that  new  value  we  may  take  for 
it  does  not  belong  to  the  Church."  As 
well  might  the  guardian  of  a  child  say, 
that  the  new  value  given  to  the  child's 
property  by  his  management  belonged  to 
him  and  not  to  the  child.  A  trustee 
might  as  well  claim  all  the  improvement 
in  the  funds  placed  in  his  charge.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet,  the  member  for  Tarn- 


1147       Church  Tmporatities      {COMMON^}  (tra<md.) 


Ii4s 


n^drthy  had  unaaswerablv  prbved  the 
sophistry  of  that  statement.  Another  of 
the  Whig  schemes  was  shown  on  Friday 
xilght.  In  the  early  part  of  the  evening 
they  cbdld  only  miist^r  42!  supporters — 
84  to  42 — and  they  wfere  defeated.  But 
on  the  same  evening  these  Whi^  mustered 
272  supporters,  when  they  wished  to  get 
rid  of  the  clause.  This  was  another  proof 
of  the  delusions  they  jpractised.  The  first 
division  was  a  good  pretext  for  getting  rid 
of  the  I47th  Clause.  In  fact,  the  Whigs 
were  prompted  by  the  Tories.  The  Tories 
were  Viceroys  ovfer  them.  The  Whigs 
only  did  the  Tories'  business.  We  were 
governed  by  Tories  in  the  disguise  of 
Whigs.  They  filled  their  places  for  the 
Tories.  The  people,  howeVfer,  were  now 
aware  of,  the  delusion^— thef  ^ere  glad 
thaii  the  Whigs,  too,  bad  tiifiled  agamst 
them,  atid  thejr  now  khew  their  etieinies. 

Mr.  SAaui  said,  In  reference  towhathdd 
fallen  from  the  hon.  menlber  for  Clbnmel, 
that  clergytrifen  were  compiled  to  resort 
to  an  expensive  process  to  recover  tithei^. 
because  in  many  instances  the  server  of 
the  cfaea^  process  refused  to  perform  his 
duty.  In  no  instance,  however,  did  cler- 
gy mett  resort  to  legal  proceedings  until  all 
other  means  had  failed.  It  was  said,  that 
order  was  restored  In  Ireland;  but  he 
happened  to  know,  that  the  reverend  Mr. 
Austin,  the  holder  of  One  of  the  largest 
livings  iti  Irelatid  had  lately  thrown  it  u|) 
and  quitted  the  country,  because  he  was 
unable  to  obtain  his  tithes. 

Mr.  Lynch  said^  that  If  his  understood 
the  effect  of  the  Amendrtient,  it  was,  to 
add  the  perpetuity  fund  to  the  common 
fund,  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  to 
which  that  common  futid  was  applicable. 
He  objected  to  that  appropriation  for  this 
reason — the  perpetuity  fund  either  was 
Church  property,  or  it  was  not.  If  it  ^as 
not,  as  the  Odvertiment  argued,  it  oUght 
not  to  be  applied  to  the    ecclesiastical 

Eurposes  mentioned  in  the  54th  Clause, 
ecausfe,  being  created  by  the  State,  it 
Was  clearly  the  property  of  the  State ;  if, 
on  the  oth^r  hahd,  it  was  Church  t)roperty, 
the  appi-oprlatidn  of  it  td  ecclesiastical 
piirposes  i^ii  augmeriting  an  establishment 
which  was  already  mischievously  large, 
and  ought  to  be  diminished. 

Mr.  Hnme  said,  that  the  effect  of  this 
clause  would  be  to  set  Up  and  add  to  the 
stability  of  (he  Irish  Chufch,  in  a  ten- fold 
degree.  He  could  not  at  first  understand 
i^hat  the  right  bod.  Secretary   for  the 


Colonies  meant,  by  saying  there  ^dold  be 
no  surplus.  He  now  saw  how  it  was^  for 
the  Commissioners,  having  the  pbwer 
which  was  by  this  clause  giyeh  to  di^m, 
would  doubtless  take  care  to  apply  every 
penny  of  the  fdnd  io  the  au^entatiou  A 
every  living  in  Ireland.  It  ought  to  be 
entitled  a  Bill  to  add  to  the  permanence 
and  increase  the  revenues  bf  the  Es(a(>lisk- 
ed  Church  in  Ireland,  and  h6t  to  reform 
its  abuses.  He  begged  to  ask  th^  rigfit 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  whether  the 
words  *'  as  the  said  Commissioners  are 
hereafter  directed,**  applied  to  the  84 (h 
Clause,  giving  the  Commissioners  power 
to  augment  benefices  ? 

Mr.  Secretary  StatiUy  said,  that  tfie 
84th  Clause  was  certainly  referred  Co. 
The  object  was  to  throw  the  frhple  into 
one  getierai  fund,  t6  ap'ply  th'it  fund  id 
th^  general  objects  bf  the  Bill — sued  as 
the  abolition  or  the  Vestry-cess,  Ac.,  aiod 
then  to  that  purpose  6f  the  Bill  (!oriip'fised 
in  the  84th  Clause — th^  augmentation  of 
benefices  tip  to  the  amount  of  2001.  per 
annum. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  \^as  glacl  he  had 
drawn  forth  this  explanation  from  the 
right  hon.  (jentlemah.  In  England  it  was 
with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  we  could  get 
small  betiefices  of  even  40/.  or  bQl,  a-year 
augmented,  and  yet  now  thciy  were  going 
to  give  away  that  which  had  been  admitted 
to  be  State  property,  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  an  already  much  overgrown 
establishment.  He  was  surprised,  thittthe 
hon.  member  for  Bradford  should  deny 
that  the  Coercive  Bill  was  introducftd  to 
that  House  and  recommended  by  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  for  theif  adoption 
solely  oh  a  pledge  that  remedial  measures 
should  be  introduced.  A  similar  pledge 
had  been  given  last  Session,  when  the 
Tithe  Act  was  carried  ;  dnd  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  presertt  Session,  he  told 
the  Chancellor  bf  the  Exchequer  that  the 
pledge  of  Governtneiit  had  tiot  been  ful- 
filled. Thb  noble  Lord  admitted,  that  the 
Government  had  not  been  able  to  carry 
through  these'  meslsures,  but  repeats  his 
pledge  that  he  would  riot  ()rO|>os^  cOercive, 
unless  he  intetided  td  bHrig  in  remedial, 
measures ;  and  upon  this  pledge  Of  tli^ 
Chancellor  of  the  Exfchequef  many  hon. 
Members  vOted  for  the  Coercive  feiil  who 
would  not  otherwise  hdvd  given  ft  their 
support.  He  had  a  right,  then,  to  com- 
plain of  the  tnaHtier  in  whibh  this  pledge 
was  kept.  This  measdte  was  not  remedial. 
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for  it  tended  to  keep  up  and  perpetuate 
that  which  was  the  greatest  cause  of  dis- 
content in  Ireland,  tne  Church  Establish- 
ment— a  Church  which  was  in  many  cases 
a  sinecure,  in  many  others  g^reatly  over- 
paid, and  which  the  great  majority  of  the 
nation^  being  of  a  different  persuasion, 
regarded  as  the  badge  of  their  conquest 
and  disgrace.  He  wished  to  know  what 
the  right  hoh.  Secretary  for  Ireland  thought 
of  the  alteration  ? 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  admitted,  that 
his  noble  friend  when  he  brought  forward 
the  Coercive  Bill  did  state,  that  he  should 
have  been  exceedingly  reluctant  to  bring 
forward  such  a  measure,  unless  he  also 
meant  to  bring  forward  measures  for  the 
removal  of  grievances.  Two  of  the  most 
prominent  of  tbose  grievances  were  repre- 
sented to  be  the  collecUdh  of  Tithes  and 
of  Vestfy-cess.  A  Resolution  had  already 
been  passed  which  wbufd  but  a  stop  to 
the  collection  of  tithes,  at  least,  for  the 
present ;  and  tie  tiien  held  in  hid  hand  a 
Bill  for  tbe  total  abolition  bf  Vestry-cess. 
And  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
(Mr.  O'Connetl)  would  propose  any  Words 
to  make  that  Bill  more  forcible,  those 
words  should  be  added.  Was  not  this  a 
performance  of  their  pledge  ?  His  noble 
friend  never  intended  to  meet  what 
appeared  to  be  the  expectation  of  the  hon. 
member  tor  Middlesex — namely,  io  de- 
stroy the  Irish  Church,  for  the  preanible 
of  this  Bill  was  then  lying  on  the  I'able, 
in  which  it  was  expressly  stated,  Ihat  the 
fund  to  be  raised  was  to  be  applied  to  the 
buildiogi  &c.,  of  churches,  the  augmenta* 
tion  of  small  livings,  and  to  such  other 
purposes  as  might  conduce  to  the  advance- 
ment of  religion,  and  the  efficacy,  perma- 
nence, and  stability  of  the  United  Churches 
of  England  and  Ireland. 

Mr.  Littleton  expressed  his  surprise^ 
knowing  as  he  did  the  opinions  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Middlesex,  that  he  should 
object  to  allowing  a  clergyman  of  the 
Estabtifthed  Church  200/.  a-year.  He, 
howevel-,  still  said,  that  the  propertjf  of  the 
Church  was  subject  to  the  control  of  {Par- 
liament whenever  there  was  a  surplus  not 
required  for  the  purposes  of  the  Establish- 
ment; and  though  he  gave  his  willing 
supoort  to  the  alteration  made  last  Friday 
Jfet  he  was  thoroughly  satisfied  that  when- 
ever this  fund  shoula  exceed  those  wants 
-^and'  the  House  would  every  year  have 
the  means  of  investigating  this  point — the 
SDm  so  increasing  beyond  the  necessities 


of  the  Established  Church  ought  to  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  Parliament.  He 
was  convinced  the  g^eat  majority  of  Mem- 
bers in  that  tlouse  were  of  opinion  that 
the  property  of  the  Church  was  subject  to 
the  control  of  Parliament;  but  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  great  majority  were  also  of 
opinion  that  such  property  ought  not 
lightly  to  be  applied  to  other  than  religious 
purposes. 

Mr.  Robinson  had   voted   in   th 


he 

would  call  it — memorable  minority  on 
Friday  night,  in  order  to  record  his  dis- 
approbation of  the  disingenuous  and  un- 
candid — to  use  the  mildest  terms — conduct 
of  Ministers  in  withd lowing  the  roost 
important  clause  of  their  own  pledged 
Bill. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

On  the  56th  Clause,  which  had  t>een 
postponed,  being  read, 

Mr.  O'Conneu  movied  an  Amendraeht 
to  the  effect  of  totallv  repealing  the  7th  of 
George  4th,  which ^  he  contended^  perpe- 
tuated the  worst  machinerv  of  the  Irish 
Vestry  system.  Without  this  repeal  the 
clause  would  be  wholly  inefficacious  as  a 
means  of  relieving  the  Catholics  from  the 
Vestry-cess. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  said,  that  on  the 
introduction  of  this  Bill  it  was  never  con- 
templated to  do  away  with  the  whole  law 
regulating  parochial  assessments  in  Ireland. 
The  object  of  the  present  Bill  was,  to  regu- 
late the  temporalities  of  the  Irish  Ctiurch, 
and  nothing  else.  To  accede  to  the  Mo- 
tion of  the  hon.  and  learned  Geritietnan 
would  be  at  once  to  put  an  end  to  the 
provision  now  existing  for  the  poor  for 
foundlings,  and  other  useful  purposes,  such 
as  fire-engines,  to  which  nobody,  whatever 
were  his  opinions,  could  be  opposed.  The 
principle  of  the  present  Bill  went  to  relieve 
the  Roman  Catholics  from  all  Chiirch-cess 
for  the  support  of  the  Protestant  Church. 
He  did  not  mean  to  defend  the  7lh  George 
4th,  and  his  (Mr.  Stanley's)  first  act  on 
coming  into  office  in  Ireland  was  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  amend  that  Statute  witli  re- 
spect to  appeals.  The  present  Bill  would 
not  remove  all  that  was  in  that  Act,  but  it 
only  permitted  siich  portions  to  remain  as 
were  applicable  to  really  useful  purposes. 
Ff  a  chance  were  to  be  made,  let  it  be 
done  by  a  Substantive  Act  of  t'arliameut, 
and  not  in  this  incidental  manner. 

Mr.  0*Connetl  declared,  that  this  foil 
was  merely  a  delusion.  In  the  speeches 
of  the  rigHt  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  sup- 
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porters  on  Friday,  they  asked  triumph- 
antly to  cover  their  abandonment  of  the 
clause  then  debated,  whether  the  removal 
of  the  Vestry-cess  was  nothing,  while  to- 
day all  their  boasted  pledges  were  decided 
to  be  good  for  nothing.  With  respect  to 
coffins  for  the  poor,  and  deserted  children, 
and  fire  engines,  there  was  great  imposi- 
tion, and  for  74Z.  charged,  which  appeared 
in  one  of  the  returns,  he  did  not  believe  as 
many  shillings  were  expended.  He  pro- 
tested both  against  the  7th  George  4th, 
and  the  present  Bill  as  frauds  upon  the 
people.  They  were  something  like  the 
surplus  of  400,000/.  promised,  but  which, 
upon  the  examination  of  the  right  hon. 
member  for  Tamworth  that  night,  would 
appear  to  be  no  more  than  274/. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  never  heard  a  question 
mooted  where  there  appeared  so  little  real 
ground  for  difference  of  opinion.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  was  to  do  away  with  an 
exclusive  Protestant  Vestry  altogether. 
That  was  done,  and  all  that  was  retained 
was  what  might  be  effected  for  general 
purposes  by  Protestants  and  Catholics 
indiscriminately.  The  hon.  and  learned 
member  for  Dublin  contended  for  the  total 
repeal  of  the  7th  George  4th ;  but  the 
effect  of  this  would  be  to  repeal  all  the 
Statutes  by  which  any  provision  existed 
for  the  poor  in  Ireland.  At  present  some 
provision  was  allowed  to  be  made  for  the 

E>or,  and  from  the  nature  of  things  th^ 
Oman  Catholics  must  benefit  by  it.  He 
would  take  from  the  return  before  him  St. 
Mary's  parish.  There  a  sura  of  248/.  was 
voted  by  the  vestry,  to  which  Catholics 
were  admitted.  Of  this  one  item  was  40/. 
for  coffins  for  the  poor.  Of  that  it  could 
not  be  doubted  Catholics  had  their  share. 
The  next  item  was  100/.  for  foundlings, 
and  here  also  the  same  principle  would 
apply.  The  system  of  thus  providing  for 
deserted  children  might  be  in  itself  unwise, 
but  was  this  and  all  the  other  aids  thus 
afforded  to  be  at  once  done  away  with, 
and  without  any  substitute  ? 

Mr.  O'Connell  said,  that  Catholics, 
though  legally  admissible  to  these  vestries, 
were  in  fact  excluded.  In  Dublin  they 
were  held  in  vestry-rooms  perhaps  twelve 
feet  by  ten  in  extent,  and  the  mass  of  the 
parishioners  were  kept  out.  As  to  the 
40/.  for  coffins  in  St.  Mary*s  parish,  he 
would  allege,  that  not  10s.  of  that  sum  were 
applied  to  the  burial  of  Catholics.  His 
objection  was  to  the  machinery  of  the  7  th 
George  4th,  which  was  highly  obnoxious. 


Dr.  Lushington  did  not  mean  to  advo- 
cate the  Act  complained  of,  but  the  efiect 
of  the  Amendment  would  be,  to  put  aa 
end  to  all  legal  provision,  for  the  poor. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  and  learned  Member's 
objection  might  be  obviated  by  words  in 
this  clause  declaring,  that  if  any  parish 
officer  hereafter  levied  any  Vestry-cess  for 
mere  Church  purposes,  any  officer  levying 
or  suing  for  the  same  should  be  liable  to 
pay  four  times  their  amount,  and  to 
double  costs.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  talked  of  the  Common  Law,  but 
at  Common  Law  there  were  many  purposes 
most  useful,  and  almost  indispensably 
necessary,  for  which  Vestries  had  no  power 
to  make  a  rate. 

Mr.  R.  Sheil  strongly  reprobated  the 
7th  George  4th,  both  as  to  appeals  and 
costs,  and  asked  whether,  as  Parliament 
had  removed  all  other  distinctions  between 
Catholics  and  Protestants,  they  would 
permit  this  one  to  remain. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  O'Connell, 
in  reply  — The  Committee  divided  on 
Mr.  O'Connell's  Amendment: — Ayes 48; 
Noes  189  :  Majority  141. 


List 

Aglionhvy  H.  A. 
Attwood,  T. 
Baldwin,  Dr. 
Barron,  H.  W, 
Barry,  G.  S. 
Blake,  J. 
Butler,  hon.  P. 
Chapman,  M.  L. 
Clements,  Viscount 
Dash  wood,  G. 
Evans,  Colonel 
Evans,  G. 
Faithful,  G. 
Finn,  W. 
Fitzgerald,  T. 
Fitzsimon,  C. 
Fitzsimon,  N. 
Hume,  J. 
Hutt,  D. 
Howard,  R. 
Jephson,  C.  D.  O. 
Lalor,  P. 
Lambert,  H. 
Locke,  W. 
Lvnch,  A.  II. 
Macnamara,  Major 
Martin,  J. 

.Clause  agreed  to. 

On  Clause  110  being  put,  which  enacts 
that  the  Commissioners  may  suspend  the 
appointment  of  clerks  to  rectories,  &c., 
where  divine  worship  shall  have  been  in- 
termitted for  three  years^ 


of  the  Ayes. 

Nagle,  Sir  R. 
O'Brien,  C. 
O'Callaghan,  hon.  C. 
O'Connell,  M. 
O'Connell,  D. 
O'Connell,  J. 
O'Connor,  F. 
O'Connor,  Don 
OTerrall,  R.  M. 
Oswald,  J. 
Oswald,  R.  A. 
Perrin,  Lewis 
Roche,  W. 
Roe,  J. 
Rotch,  B. 
Ruthven,  E.  S. 
Ruthven,  £. 
Seale,  Colonel 
Sheil,  R.  L. 
Stavely,  T.  K. 
Talbot,  J.  H. 
Trelawoey,  W.L.S. 
Vincent,  Sir  F. 
Walker,  C.  A. 

PAIRED   OFF. 

Methuen,  P.  C. 
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Mr.  S^wsaid,  he  owed  an  apology  to  the 
Committee  for  having  already  occupied  so 
large  a  portion  of  their  time  in  the  discus- 
sion of  the  details  of  the  measure  before 
them,  but  he  trusted,  that  taking  into 
consideration  the  peculiar  situation  in 
which  he  stood  in  reference  to  the  Irish 
branch  of  the  Established  Church,  they 
would  feelythat  he  was  not  entirely  without 
excuse.  He  hoped,  too,  that  they  would 
do  him  the  justice  to  acknowledge,  ih^t 
while  he  was  uncompromising,  he  had  not 
been  Texatious  in  his  opposition,  and  that 
from  the  second  reading  to  the  present 
time  he  had  endeavoured  not  to  dwell 
upon  minor  points  to  which  he  objected, 
but  to  lay  bold  of  those  broad  and  striking 
features  of  the  Bill  which  demonstrated  to 
his  mind,  that  it  would  never  pass  into  a 
law  without  great  and  irreparable  injury 
to  the  united  Church  Establishment. 
While  it  professed  to  refonn,he  had  pointed 
out,  that  its  real  tendency  was  to  spoliate 
the  property  and  greatly  diminish,  if  not 
altogether  destroy,  the  efficiency  of  the 
Church*  Afr  regarded  the  question  of 
property,  be  admitted,  that  the  omission 
of  the  147th  clause  which  had  occurred 
on  Friday  night  was  a  considerable  im- 
provement; but  the  second  ground  of 
objection — the  contracting  the  influence 
and  crippling  the  energies  of  the  Protest- 
ant religion  in  Ireland,  remained  in  its 
full  force,  and  pre-eminently  lay  in  the 
11 0th  clause,  which  the  Committee  had 
then  to  consider.  The  principle  upon 
which  the  Government  went  was,  that 
there  should  not  be  an  incumbent  where 
there  was  not  service  in  a  benefice.  With 
that  be  was  not  inclined  to  quarrel ;  he 
allowed  it  was  ao  evil  that  there  should  be 
an  incumbent  without  service  being  per- 
formed ;  but  there  were  two  ways  of 
remedying  the  evil — the  one  to  remove 
the  incumbent,  the  other  to  establish  the 
celebratk>n  of  service.  The  Government 
proposed  the  first,  which  he  (Mr.  Shaw) 
could  not  too  strongly  deprecate ;  but  he 
would  gladly  adopt  the  second,  and  assist 
to  the  utmost  in  extending  the  benefits  of 
the  established  religion  into  every  district 
of  the  country.  That  was  the  course  which 
the  Irish  Bishops  were  successfully  pur- 
suing at  the  very  time  that  it  was  sought 
to  reduce  their  numbers  by  nearly  one-half, 
and  traoflfer  their  authority  to  a  kind  of 
lay  Commission,  whose. duty  the  clause 
then  under  consideration  would  make  it 
to  prevent  that  very  extension  of    the 
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benefits  of  the  Establishment  which  the 
Bishops  had  been  labouring  (and  with  the 
best  effect,  to  promote.  A  reference  to  the 
history  of  the  Irish  branch  of  the  Church 
for  the  last  thirty  years  would  best  illus- 
trate his  meaning.  There  were  in  Ireland 
about  1,400  benefices — it  was  admitted, 
that  in  many  of  them  service  had  not 
been  regularly  performed;  but  if  they 
went  back  to  the  year  1800,  it  would  be 
found,  that  at  that  period  the  observation 
would  have  applied  to  at  least  700  of 
them,  or  the  half  of  all  the  benefices. 
But  what  was  the  fact  at  present?  That 
there  were,  under  the  anxious  care  and 
superintendence  of  the  Episcopal  Bench, 
new  churches  built  in  about  600  out  of 
the  700,  where  they  had  then  been 
deficient,  he  had  no  doubt  that  there  were 
at  least  100  other  places  licensed  for  divine 
worship,  where  there  were  not  the  means 
of  buildiig  a  Church,  which  would  leave 
but  100  benefices  still  unprovided  for; 
agreeing,  as  nearly  as  could  be,  with  the 
Return  lately  printed  by  the  House.  He 
had  gone  over  that  Return  with  his  right 
hon.  friend,the  member  for  Cambridge  (Mr. 
Goulburn),  whose  continued  indisposition, 
he  lamented  to  say,  deprived  the  friends 
of  the  Church  of  his  valuable  aid  that 
night;  and  it  appeared  that  deducting 
the  cases  to  which  the  clause  was  inap- 
plicable, on  account  of  their  being  either 
in  lay  patronage,  or  parts  of  unions,  or 
rectories  entire,  with  vicarages  endowed, 
there  would  not  remain  above  sixty-six 
benefices  of  those  already  returned  where 
service  had  not  been  performed  for  the  last 
three  years.  Take  them,  however,  at  100; 
and  let  them  suppose  that  such  a  Bill  as 
the  present  had  passed  thirty  years  ago, 
the  consequence  would  have  been,  that 
instead  of  100,  700  benefices  would  have 
been  still  unprovided  for ;  and  while  six- 
sevenths  of  the  only  ground  that  could  be 
possibly  assigned  for  suspending  these 
incumbents  bad  been  already  removed, 
and  its  diminution  was  rapidly  progressing, 
the  House  was  called  upon  to  arrest  its 
progress,  and  to  place  the  remaining 
seventh  part  out  of  the  pale  of  the  estab- 
lished religion.  He  protested  against  the 
right  of  a  state  professing  an  established 
religion  so  to  act ;  while  they  tolerated 
other  religions,they  could  only  be  justified 
as  a  state  in  encouraging  the  one  by  law 
established— -they  could  not  with  propriety 
or  justice  shut  out  from  its  benefits  any 
portion  of  the  community.  As  well  might 
2P 
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they  contend  because  one  class  of  persons 
— say  for  instance  the  Jews,  in  reo;ard  of 
the  observance  of  the  Sabbath — did  not 
personally  make  use  of  or  ask  the  protection 
of  the  civil  law  of  the  land — any  district  of 
the  country  in  which  such  persons  happened 
to  reside  should  be  excepted  from  its 
operation.  The  same  principle  applied  in 
respect  of  the  established  religion  as  of 
the  established  law.  The  clause,  compared 
with  the  progressive  improvement  then 
taking  place  in  Ireland,  furnished  the  most 
irrefragable  argument  against  the  transfer 
of  the  ecclesiastical  authority  to  the  Com- 
missioners. There  had  been  500  glebe- 
houses,  as  well  as  500  Churches,  built 
within  the  same  period  of  thirty  years ; 
and  among  the  1,400  beneficed  clergy- 
men, there  were  but  135  who  could  in 
any  sense  be  called  pluralists.  Was  that, 
then,  such  an  unhealthful  state  of  the 
Church  as  to  demand  the  undue  interfer- 
ence attempted  ?  It  was  said,  that  it 
might  have  been  easy  to  build  new 
Churches,  but  that  they  were  without 
congregations.  That  he  altogether  denied; 
and  as  an  illustration  of  those  places  where 
churches  were  not  yet  built,  he  could 
state,  that  in  forty  new  churches  or  places 
of  worship,  which  had  accidentally  been 
brought  under  his  consideration  as  having 
been  very  recently  erected  or  established, 
there  appeared  to  be  averaged  congrega- 
tions of  nearly  400  persons.  Some  hon. 
Members  argued  as  if  the  Established 
Church  was  malum  in  se ;  and  that  the 
great  object  was  to  cut  it  down,  instead 
of  extending  it.  The  hon.  member  for 
Middlesex  treated  it  as  a  standing  army 
in  lime  of  peace.  The  hon.  Member 
might  wish  that  neither  mind  nor  body 
should  be  kept  under  restraint ;  but 
while  he  (Mr.  Shaw)  did  not  desire 
any  unnecessary  legal  control  toi  be 
exercised  over  men's  individual  actions, 
he  would  as  far  as  possible  multiply  the 
checks  which  moral  and  religious  cultiva- 
tion were  calculated  to  'produce  in  the 
general  conduct  of  a  people.  Independ- 
ently of  higher  spiritual  considerations, 
the  clause  was,  in  a  mere  temporal  and 
political  one,  highly  objectionable.  Look- 
ing to  the  circumstances  of  Ireland  in  this 
respect,  could  any  one  deny,  that  the 
Protestant  resident  clergy  were  an  incal- 
culable advantage  ?  He  would  not  com- 
promise his  own  opinion  that  they  were 
paramountly  so,  as  holding  up  the  sacred 
light  of  truth  in  what  he  must  consider  the 


darkness  which  surrounded  tliem^  But 
he  would  even  appeal  to  the, Irish  Romaa 
Catholic  Members  of  that  House,  whether 
in  all  the  relations  of  society — in  all  the 
offices  of  kindness  and  benevolence — iu 
relieving  the  poor — advising  the  uoin- 
formed — assisting  and  comforting  those 
that  were  in  sickness  or  any  other  distress, 
there  could  be  found  more  accomplished 
gentlemen,  better  neighbours,  or  sincerer 
friends,  irrespective  of  religious  distinc- 
tions, than  the  clergy  of  the  established 
Church  in  Ireland  ?  He  reminded  them 
that  they  were  not  to  be  relieved  of  the 
tithe — that  was  to  be  paid  the  same  as 
if  the  incumbent  had  not  been  sus- 
pended; no  real  benefit  could  therefore 
accrue  to  any  class  or  to  any  person.  He 
trusted  the  Uovernment  would  not  perse- 
vere  in  retaining  a  clause  which  would  not 
serve  the  Roman  Catholic,  or  even 
gratify  the  agitator — while  it  must  per- 
manently injure  the  established  religtoui 
and  would  undoubtedly  give  serious 
offence  to  the  whole  Protestant  population 
of  Ireland.  Mr.  Shaw  then  read  an 
amendment  to  the  effect  that  all  mooies 
saved  by  the  suspension  of  an  incumbent 
should  be  applied  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
building  a  Church  within  the  particular 
benefice  where  such  suspension  took  place ; 
and  he  said,  that  he  would  first  divide  the 
Committee  upon  the  omission  of  the  whole 
clause — and  if  that  was  carried  against 
him,  he  would  afterwards  move  the 
Amendment  on  the  bringing  up  of  the 
Report. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  said,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  clause  was  quite  the  reverse  of 
that  attributed  to  it  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman.  That  clause  was  in- 
tended to  conduce,  and  he  was  sure  would 
conduce,  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
Protestant  Church,  and  the  dilTusion  of 
the  Protestant  religion  in  Ireland.  The 
way  in  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle* 
man,  it  appeared,  wished  to  produce  that 
desirable  end,  was  by  erecting  Protestant 
Churches  in  places  where  there  was  no 
Protestant  congregation,  and  where  there 
was  not  even  a  probability  of  a  Protestant 
congregation.  Now  the  present  clause 
went  to  work  in  a  different  manner.  It 
proposed  to  empower  the  Commissioners, 
the  majority  of  whom  would  be  ecdesi  s- 
tics,  to  transfer  the  emoluments  accruing 
from  benefices  where  no  duties  had  been 
performed  for  a  certain  period,  and  wbertf 
there  were  no  duties  to  perforoii  to  the  ill- 
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Ciid  Mfi6bter8  and  curates  of  places  where 
rge  congreffatiotig  existed,  and  heavy 
duties  were  discharged.  That  was  the 
true  Way  to  consult  tne  Interests  of  Pro- 
testantism in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Sheii  said,  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  for  the  University  oF  Dublin  had 
no  need  to  be  so  mightily  frightened  as  to 
the  anticipated  eflfect  of  this  clause.  If 
the  words  of  the  clause  were — *'  that  the 
cplebration  of  divine  worship  shall  have 
been  intermitted  therein  for  the  period  of 
three  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  January, 
1833,  then,  indeed,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  might  have  some  grounds  for 
alarm ;  but  the  words  in  the  clause  were 
— *'  for  the  period  of  three  years  previous 
to  the  passing  of  this  Act."*  The  Act 
would  aot  be  passed  at  least  for  a  month 
to  come.  The  hoti.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man  hid  therefore  only  to  address  a  cir 
cular  to  his  constituents — to  the  2,000 
Protestant  clergymen  that  existed  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  let  them  sally  forth  to  celebrate 
divine  service  jn  all  those  hitherto  neglected 
benefices.  They  had  abundant  time  to 
perfbrm  the  work.  It  would  be  a  pia 
jTraus^  to  be  sure ;  but  what  of  that,  when 
the  interest  of  the  Church  was  at  stake? 
It  would  effectually  defeat  the  object  of 
the  present  clause.  He  had  no  longer  any 
interest  In  the  measure,  because  it  would 
in  its  present  shape  altogether  disappoint 
the  expectations  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 

Colonel  Conolly  said,  that  although  he 
had  relaxed  nothing  in  hit  hostility  to  the 
general  principle  involved  in  the  Bill,  he 
considered  the  clause  then  under  discus- 
sion as  forming  one  of  the  most  objection- 
able features  of  the  whole  measure;  it 
bespoke  not  merely  an  intention,  but  a 
manifest  desire,  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty *s 
Ministers,  to  eradicate  the  Protestant  re- 
ligion— a  circumstance  which  he  could  not 
view  without  pain,  or  cease  to  deplore. 
He  was  satisfied,  that  the  consequences  of 
the  measure  must  be  such  as  he  predicted. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  the 
member  for  Dublin,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  evening,  laid  great  stress  upon  the 
return  that  had  been  made  of  the  number 
of  benefices  in  which  divine  service  had 
not  been  performed  for  three  years,  but  it 
was  rather  strange,  seeing  that  he  was  a 
supporter  of  the  measure,  that  he  should 
bave  selected  the  diocese  of  Limerick. 
Now  it  was  notorious  that  that  diocese 
had  been  for  a  long  period  deprived  of  the 
superintendence  of  its  excellent  diocesan, 


owing  to  the  infirmity  of  the  venerable  Pre- 
late ;  and  the  return  clearly  showed,  that 
that  was  the  part  of  Ireland  in  which  the 
greatest  number  of  deserted  livings  were 
to  be  found ;  establishing,  as  he  con- 
sidered, a  prima  facie  case  of  the  conse- 
ouences  likely  to  ensue  in  a  diocese  where 
the  Bishop  did  not  reside.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies, 
in  one  part  of  his  speech,  made  a  state- 
ment which  was  not  borne  out  by  the  fact. 
Me  said,  that  churches  had  been  built 
where  there  was  no  necessity  for  them. 
He  believed  that  no  such  case  existed. 
In  the  three  provinces  in  Ireland  with 
whidh  he  was  connected,  he  never  heard 
of  such  a  circumstance— on  the  contrary, 
he  knew  several  instances  in  which 
churches  had  been  built,  where  the  con- 
gregations were  at  first  small,  but  they 
had  gone  on  increasing,  until  at  length  it 
was  found  necessary  to  call  for  the  en- 
largement of  the  Church  and  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  additional  curate  to  at- 
tend to  the  parochial  duties.  He  thought 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  had  been  earned 
away  a  little  by  his  feelings  when  he  said 
that  the  best  way  of  preserving  the  Church 
was  by  effecting  its  destruction.  He  could 
not  conceive  how  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  propose  to  advance  the  interests 
of  the  Church  at  the  same  time  that  he 
was  curtailing  the  means  of  imparting 
moral  and  religious  instruction.  He  was 
sure  that  if  the  clause  were  not  omitted 
altogether,  the  next  best  thing  that  the 
House  could  do  would  be  to  adopt  the 
amendment  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
the  member  for  the  University  of  Dublin* 
Upon  common  grounds  of  fkimess  he  put 
it  to  the  House  whether  it  was  just,  tnat 
the  funds  raised  within  any  parish  should 
be  diverted  to  other  purposes  than  the 
sustentation  of  the  Church  in  that  particu- 
lar district?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
undertook  to  legislate  upon  the  erievancea 
of  Ireland ;  but  in  this  instance  he  did  not 
abolish  the  payment  of  tithe  in  the  parish 
.^he  left  the  burthen,  but  he  removed  the 
advantage.  He  removed  every  semblance 
of  religion  in  the  parish,  and  then  he 
talked  of  advancing  Protestantism.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  most  extraordinary,  that 
while  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  de- 
stroying Protestantism,  and  sweeping  it 
from  the  face  of  the  country,  he  should  in 
the  same  breath  take  credit  for  being  its 
most  steadfast  friend  and  warmest  sup- 
porter. When  he  considered  the  three  years 
2P2 
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that  had  been  selected,  during  which,  if 
an  intermission  of  service  bad  occurred 
the  bene6ce  was  to  be  declared  void,  it  ap- 
peared to  hinEi  tbat  a  nK>re  inappropriate 
period  could  not  have  been  chosen.  The 
clergy  during  that  period  had  been  driven 
from  the  country  for  fear  of  their  lives ; 
and  Dr.  Butler  that  respected  and  aged 
gentleman,  had  been  expatriated,  and  the 
Protestants  of  his  parish  would,  he  feared, 
very  soon  have  to  follow  their  rector. 
The  character  of  Dr.  Butler  stood  without 
impeachment.  It  had  been  urged  against 
him  that  he  had  been  bred  a  surgeon  :  the 
fact  was  so ;  but  from  the  moment  he  took 
orders  he  united  medical  skill  with  his 
sacred  functions — his  house  became  a  dis- 
pensary— and  never  was  there  a  more 
cheering  instance  afforded  of  parochial 
care  united  with  splendid  munificence, 
than  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Butler  presented. 
He  was  driven  forth  from  his  parish — not 
because  he  was  an  absentee,  or  supine,  or 
neglectful  of  his  duties — but  because,  in 
the  sphere  in  which  he  moved,  his  conduct 
was  such  as  to  do  credit  to  human  nature, 
and  add  dignity  to  the  character  of  a 
clergyman.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman, the  member  for  Tipperary  looked 
upon  the  measure  with  distrust,  inasmuch 
as  he  conceived  it  was  not  calculated  to 
further  his  views.  Now  he  objected  to  it 
because  it  was  too  well  calculated  to 
realize  those  objects  which  it  was  known 
were  dear  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man. He  looked  upon  the  measure,  in 
fact,  as  a  monstrous  stride  towards  the 
extinction  of  Protestantism  in  Ireland. 
He  felt  sincerely  that  such  must  be  the 
consequence  of  the  measure ;  and  so  feel- 
ing he  trusted  he  might  be  pardoned  for 
warmly  expresing  those  sentiments. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  that  his  objection 
to  the  proposition  before  the  House  was, 
that  instead  of  encouraging  the  performance 
of  divine  service  in  pari^es  where  it  hnd 
not  been  for  some  time  performed,  the  Bill 
proceeded  upon  the  principle  of  preventing 
its  performance  in  future.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  asks  whether  we  would  have  a 
church  built  in  every  parish,  whether  there 
was  a  congregation  there  or  not  ?  By  no 
means — ^but  in  parishes  where  it  might  not 
be  deemed  adviseable  to  buUd  a  church,  it 
might  be  adviseable  to  license  a  house  for 
divme  service.  He  did  not  certainly  mean 
to  say,  that  even  out  of  these  funds  they 
should  in  every  case  be  at  the  expense 
of  building  a  church  ;    but   the  utmost 


benefit  having  arisen  from  providing  a 
house  for  the  celebration  of  divine  service 
where  there'  was  no  church,  he  did   not 
think  the  House  ought  to  object  to  the 
adoption  of  a  plan  which  could  not  he 
attended  with  a  fiftieth  part  of  the  expense 
of  building  a  church.     The  House  would 
be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  value  of  the 
plan,   when  he  stated  that  even  in   the 
wild  districts  of  Cunnemara,  where  there 
was  generally  supposed  to  be  no  Protestant 
population,    congregations    had    come    to 
places  so  licensed.     He  held  in  his  hand  a 
list  of  the  houses  licensed  in  the  diooese  of 
Tuam,  where  the  Roman  Catholic  popula- 
tion had  an  immense  preponderance.     By 
this  list  it  appeared  that  one  of  the  houses 
was  attended  by  a  congregation  amounting 
to  120,  another  by  a  congregation  of  sixty, 
and  a  third  by  a  congregation  of  serenty- 
five.    Now,  although  the  House  might  not 
deem  it  right  to  build  churches  for  these 
small  congregations,  he  did  contend  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  provide  them 
with  the  means  of  attending  divine  worship. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  appeared  to 
think  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  measure 
would    be    beneficial    to   the    Protestant 
Church    in  Ireland,    but  he  must  say, 
that  he  greatly  doubted  whether  the  BQl 
contained  anything  which  could  compensate 
for  the  shock  which  that  and  other  dauses 
would  give  to  Protestant  feeling  in  that 
country.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in 
justification  of  the  clause,  to  which  he  hud 
previously  adverted,  referred  the    House 
to  the  Return  upon  the  Table,  showing  the 
number    of   benefices    in    which    divine 
worship  had  not  been  performed  for  three 
years ;  but  the  Return  was  so  imperfect  as 
hardly  to  afibrd  the  House  the  means  of 
forming  a  correct  judgment.    Taking  it, 
however,  as  he  found  it,  he  could  not  agree 
in  the  conclusion  that  the  evU  which  the 
clause  was  intended  to  remedy  was  a  very 
crying  one.     He  took  up  the  first  page, 
and  he  found  that  in  the  diocese  of  Clogher 
there  was  not  a  single  benefice  to  which 
the  clause  would  apply.    He  turned  to 
the  next  diocese— that  of  Meath,  and  he 
found  eight  benefices  in  which  divine  ser. 
vice  had  not  been  performed  for  the  last 
three    years.      But    out    of   these   eight 
there  were  only  two  to  which  the  clause 
could  apply,  for  the  remaining  six  were  in 
the  hands  of  lay  patrons,    in  Down  he 
found  only  two  benefices  returned,  hut  in 
neither  of  them  would  the  clause  apply. 
In  the  next  diocese  there  was  only  one 
benefice  to  which  the  dame  could  apply— 
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so  that  in  the  three  first  pages  of  the 
Return  he  did  not  find  more  than  three 
bcndefioes  to  which  the  clause  would  apply^ 
and  was  it,  he  would  ask,  worth  while 
to  adopt  so  dangerous  a  principle  where 
the  evu  complained  of  was,  comparatively 
qxsking,  of  so  trifling  a  nature?  He 
went  on  and  found  that  in  Raphoe  and 
Dromore  there  were  no  henefices  to  which 
the  clause  would  apply — and  that  in  Ossory, 
out -of  twelve  henefices,  in  which  divine 
service  had  not  been  performed  for  three 
years,  there  were  only  six  which  came 
within  its  provisions.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman hadquoted  Limerick,  in  which  there 
were  sixteen  benefices  to  which  the  clause 
would  apply.  QMr.  Stanley:  twenty-seven]. 
Yes,  twen^-seven  benefices  in  the  whole, 
but  only  fifteen  or  sixteen  upon  which  the 
clause  could  be  brought  to  act.  But  in  none 
of  these  cases  had  we  any  calculation  of  the 
value  of  the  benefices,  of  the  amount  of  the 
population,  or  how  far  the  licensing  a 
house  for  divine  service  might  be  found 
expedient  He  thought  it  necessary  that 
the  Protestant  feeling  m  Ireland  ought  to  be 
consulted  upon  this  subject,  and  that  the 
House  should  pause  before  it  led  the  Pro- 
tectants of  Ireland  to  believe  that  Parlia- 
ment was  capable  of  countenancing  any 
pLin  which  discouraged  the  Protestant 
rclimon.  Suppose,  as  had  been  well  urged 
by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  the  member 
for  the  University  of  Dublin  {  Mr.  Shaw  ), 
that  the  principle  now  about  to  be  acted 
u^xm  had  been  adopted  in  the  year 
1800.  Since  that  period  500  churches 
and  500  glebe  houses  had  been  built  in 
Ireland,  and  there  was  no  doubt,  that  half  of 
them  never  would  have  been  built,  had 
such  a  Bill  as  that  then  before  the  House 
been  passed  thirty  years  ago,  and,  of  course, 
so  many  places  would  have  been  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  a  resident  clergyman  and 
the  means  of  attending  divine  service. 
What  he  would  now,  however,  ask  of 
the  House  was,  not  that  a  Church 
should  be  built  in  every  parish,  but  that  a 
house  should  be  allowed  to  be  licensed 
where  divine  service  might  be  performed, 
in  those  parishes  wherein  the  building  of  a 
diurch  might  be  too  expensive,  and  not 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  inhabitants.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  deduct  the  number  of 
benefices  from  the  Return  to  which  the 
clause  would  not  apply,  he  would  see  that 
the  practical  result  would  be  small  indeed, 
and  would  but  ill  compensate  for  the 
ofienoe  whidi  would  be  given  by  it  to  the 


Protestant  feeling  in  Ireland,  and  for  the 
apparent  indifference  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  the  religious  wants  of  the  people. 

Lord  Duncannon  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  respect  Catholic  as  well  as  Pro- 
testant feeling.  He  was  anxious  to  sup- 
port the  Protestant  establishment,  but  not 
in  parishes  where,  there  being  no  Pro- 
testant inhabitants,  the  benefices  were 
merely  sinecures — a  scandal  to  the  Pro- 
testant Church,  and  a  grievance  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  population. 

Colonel  Perceval  said,  that  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  object  of  the  Amendment 
proposed  by  his  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Shaw, 
was,  that  the  progressive  improvement 
now  taking  place  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  Bishops  in  Ireland  should  not 
be  put  a  stop  to.  He  objected  to  the  last 
three  years  being  taken  as  a  criterion — a 
period  which  was  more  fertile  than  any 
preceding  period  in  the  expulsion  of  cler- 
gymen from  their  livings.  It  appeared 
that  the  Bill  was  to  have  no  operation  until 
afler  the  avoidance  of  the  living.  If 
peace  and  tranquillity  should  be  restored 
m  Ireland,  and  if  service  should  be  per- 
formed in  the  parish  for  fifteen  years  to 
come,  it  was  not  imperative  upon  the  Com- 
missioners to  prevent  the  operation  of  the 
clause.  The  noble  Lord  the  member  for 
Nottingham  stated  that  in  one  parish  some 
of  the  parishioners  were  fourteen  miles 
from  the  Church ;  that  might  be  a  good 
reason  for  licensing  houses,  but  the  cir- 
cumstance added  little  to  the  strength  of 
the  noble  Lord's  argument  in  favour  of 
abolishing  benefices. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley^  to  remove  all 
difiiculty,  was  willing  to  take  the  date  of 
the  return  as  the  period  from  which  the 
three  years  should  be  computed.  He 
therefore,  moved  to  insert  the  words, 
''  three  years  next  preceding  the  1st  of 
February,  1833." 

This  Amendment  having  been  agreed 
to, 

Mr.  Estcourt  moved  the  following 
Amendment  —  namely :  to  insert  after 
«  1833"  the  words,  <*  and  shall  not  have 
been  resumed  and  regularly  performed 
within  six  calendar  months  before  such 
avoidance." 

The  Committee  divided  on  this  Amend- 
ment— Ayes  63 ;  Noes  237  :  Majority 
174. 

Clause  agreed  to,  as  were  the  clauses 
to  148. 
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The  House  resttined,  the  Committee  to 
sit  agfiin. 


Sheriffs'  Expenses.]  Mr.  Fysche 
Palmer  moved  that  the  House  resolve  it- 
self into  a  Committee  upon  the  Sheriffs' 
Expenses  Bill. 

The  Solicitor  General  opposed  the  Bill, 
many  of  the  clauses  of  which  were  highly 
objectionahle. 

Mr.  Robert  Gordon  supported  the  Bill. 
It  was  important  that  the  expenses  to 
which  the  Sheriff  of  a  county  was  liable 
should  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Tooke  opposed  the  Bill,  which  pre- 
sented in  his  judgment  a  perfect  wanton- 
ness in  legislation.  Some  of  iu  provisions 
were  ridiculous. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  objected  to 
the  Bill  because  it  went  to  saddle  the 
€ounty»alreadysufficiently  burthened,  with 
an  annual  expense  of  between  500/.  and 
600/.  If  the  learned  Solicitor  General 
would  divide  the  House  on  the  Motion,  he 
would  support  him. 

Mr.  Fysche  Palmer  denied  that  its  pro- 
visions  would  impose  on  the  counties  of 
England  a  single  additional  shilling. 

The  House  then  divided,  and  the  num- 
bers were — Ayes  42;  Noes  60:  Ma- 
jority 18. 

The  Bill  was  therefore  lost. 
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HOUSE     OF   LORDS, 
Tuesday,  June  25,  1833. 

lliNOTcs.]  BUL  Raul  •  Hoond  Umc:— Exchequer; 
Natkmal  Debt 

Fatitiona  preMnted.  By  Uw  BMiop»  of  Linooln,  aad  ot 
I*ic]in«LDaiid  CoTSNTEY.  ftomwver«>  Plaoes,-^fbr  the 
Better  Obiwaoce  of  the  Sabbath.— By  the  Archbishop  of 
Cantmburt.  ftom  Newentle-upoii-TyBe,  for  a  FMtoria 
Hfsiihtiiwn  BilL^By  thie  Duke  of  RiamoNO,  from  Oiog- 
ll0da,  Ibc  Buooumgivg  Public  Works  in  Iiebivl. 

Ministerial  Plan  for  the  Aboli- 
tion OF  Slavery.]  The  Earl  of  Ripon 
said,  he  stood  before  their  Lordships  for 
the  purpose  of  introducing,  for  their  con- 
sideration, a  question  of  which  no  roan 
could  overrate  the  importance  or  the  in- 
terest ;  and  he  could  assure  their  Lord- 
ships that  he  approached  the  execution  of 
that  duty  with  such  feelings  of  embarrass- 
ment and  anxiety  as  he  had  never,  in  a 
parliamentary  life  of  not  much  less  than 
thirty  years'  duration,  experienced  before. 
He  could  not  but  feel,  m  dealing  with  a 
subject  of  such  immense  importance,  how 
much  he  stood  in  need  of  their  Lordships' 


that  out  of  any  personal  co8tid«ralio«s,  ii 
might  have  the  appearmnce  of  mopk  ht- 
mility,  he  trusted  their  Lordsliips  wouU 
extead  it  to  him,  out  of  regard  to  Uk 
great  question  whidi  he  roa»  |o  farrag 
under  their  notice.    The  H^use  of  Com* 
mons,  after  much  disooasioiiy  eairitd  m 
for  some  years,  and  in  every  vaiiet}^  of 
shape,  had  come  to  certain  Resolutiont 
with  respect  to  the  8ul|ect  of  alaTery  in 
his   Majesty's    colonies,  in    which    tbey 
sought  the  concurrence  of  their  Loid- 
ships.    This  was  a  very  great,  a   vwy 
grave  subject.     It  involved  many  details, 
affecting  not  merely  the  slate  of  a  large 
number  of  individuals  whose  sttuatioo  was 
utterly  unlike  that  of  ^ny  other  British 
subjects,  but  it  also  involved  the  interests 
of  those  under  whose  control  and  power 
the  first  class,  whom  he  had  advertsd  to, 
lived.      It  likewise  involved  commercial 
and  political  intereatsof  unequalled  extent 
and  magnitude ;  branching  out  into  e  va- 
riety of  ramifications  which  afihcted  almost 
every  class  of  industrious  persons  ia  the 
country.     It  also  Involved,  in  the  shape 
in  which  it  now  came  before  theff  Lord- 
ships,  the  imposition,  or  the  call  to  im- 
pose, on  the  people  of  this  country  a  very 
considerable  sum  of  money,  as  the  means 
of  bringing  to  a  successful  issue  this  most 
difficult  and  important  question.    In  ask- 
ing their  Lordships  to  accede  to  these 
Resolutions,  he  must  b^in,  in  the  first 
place,  by  explaining  to  them  the  groniids 
on  which  he  did  not  call  for  their  acqui- 
escence.   In  the  first  place»  he  did  not 
ask  them  to  consent  to  those  Resolutions 
from  the  effect  which  the  eoasidecatioa  of 
the  subject  had  upon  his  own  mind,  or 
on  account  of  any  fancy  or  speculation  of 
his  own  ;  he  did  not  ask  thein  to  ooaseot 
to  tliose  Resolutions  from  any  wild,  or 
enthusiastic,  or  what  might  be  denomiaatcd 
even  fanatic  views  of  the  abstract  pvinoiples 
of  justice.      It  was  impossible  for  any 
man,  he  admitted,  to  consider  this  qaes- 
tion  without  having  his  feelings  deeplr 
interested ;  but,  in  the  sitaatiOB  in  wfcica 
he  had  been  placed,  having  been  oUtged 
for  some  years  to  examine  this  sal^ecl 
closely,  as  a  Minister  of  the  Grown,  with 
a  view  to  its  satisfactory  adjaslmeat,  he 
had  anxiously,  and  he  hoped  sucosssfbify, 
endeavoured  to  divest  himseirof  sdt  these 
feelings  which  the  nature  of  the  qaestiea 
was  calculated  to  excite ;  and  to  ceaie  to 
the  discussion  of  the  sabjeet  with  idl  the 


indulgence ;  and  though,  were  he  to  ask  calmness  which  it  re^piredy  baaishiaglhoie 
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prejndictt  and  patftions  which  were  trou- 
UeKmie  and  perplex^  guides  on  questioos 
of  pnyciical  policy.  He  had  not  been  in- 
duced to  take  the  part  he  had  done  on 
Ihia  question  from  any  wish  or  desire  to 
conciliate  any  parties  in  this  country.  He 
was  well  aware  that  there  was  a  large  body 
of  pecsons  in  this  country  who  had  applied 
ibeu  Qtflioet  energies,  for  years  past,  to 
produce  on  the  public  mind  a  deep  im- 
pression of  the  horrors  of  slavery,  and  of 
the  necessity  of  abolishing  the  svstero. 
Ho,  however,  never  had  pursued  that 
Gourse-^he  never  had  been  influenced  by 
such  proceedings,  and  he  would  undertake 
to  say,  that  his  Majesty's  Government 
had  not  been  influenced  by  any  motives 
connected  with  the  party  to  which  he 
alluded,  to  subject  to  change  and  hasard 
the  great  interests  involved  in  this  im- 
portant question.  [The  noble  Lord  ap- 
peared to  be  extremely  ill,  and  paused  for 
aonie  line,  but  was  encouraged  by  cries 
of  '*  bear,  hear."]  Their  Lordships,  he 
said,  were  more  indulgent  to  him  than 
he  deserved.  He  woulu,  however,  endea- 
voui  to  explain  to  the  House  what  were 
the  real  grounds  upon  which  he  asked 
the  House  to  accede  to  those  propositions ; 
in  acceding  to  which  he  thought  they 
wouM  be  doing  not  merely  an  act  of 
justice  and  humanity,  but  an  act  required 
by  considerations  of  public  policy.  He 
said  public  policy,  and  he  added  that 
emphatically  to  the  two  other  induce- 
ments which  should  lead  their  Lordships 
to  take  this  course ;  because,  however  a 
man  s  feelings  of  justice  and  humanity 
might  prompt  him,  still  be  ought  not  to 
proceed  hastily,  rashly,  and  without  that 
due  consideration  of  the  means  to  meet 
all  the  difficulties  of  the  case,  and  secure 
those  advantages  which  public  policy  de- 
manded. [The  noble  Lord  ap:ain  evinced 
symptoms  of  indisposition,  and  was  obliged 
to  sit  down.] 

The  Carl  of  Winchilsea  said  that,  seeing 
the  noble  Earl  opposite  in  a  state  of  evi- 
dent illness,  his  feelings  being  probably 
excited  by  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
lie  begged  leave  to  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate  till  the  following  day. 

The  Earl  of  Ripon  again  rose,  and  said, 
be  begged  to  thank  the  noble  Earl  for  his 
kind  consideration,  but  he  hoped  he  should 
jel  be  able  to  execute  his  duty,  and  he 
should  be  extremely  sorry  if,  on  his  ac- 
cooot,  a  question  of  such  great  importance 

wero  poitpooed*    He  wot|ld|  with  (heir 


Lordships  permission,  proceed  to  observe, 
that  the  ground  on  which  he  asked  their 
Lordships  to  acquiesce  in  these  Resolu* 
tions  was  not  founded  on  any  vague,  in* 
definite,  speculative  views  of  a  mere  ab- 
stract nature.  The  House  of  Commons, 
by  their  Resolutions,  had  expressed  them- 
selves  in  favour  of  a  change,  because  the 
present  state  of  things  could  not  possibly 
remain.  He  should  be  able,  he  tnought, 
to  satisfy  their  Lordships  that  a  course  of 
events,  which  no  human  power  could  check 
or  prevent,  had  brought  this  question  to 
such  a  point,  that  if  they  did  not  now 
fairly  and  honestly  endeavour  to  settle  it, 
those  colonies  would  be  left  in  a  state  of 
irretrievable  confusion.  It  was  not,  there- 
fore, on  account  of  theoretical  speculation, 
or  what  was  called  sentimental  humanity, 
that  he  asked  their  Lordships  to  adopt 
those  propositions ;  but  because,  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  if  they  did  not 
pursue  some  effectual  measures,  those 
colonies  would  be  exposed  to  evils  which 
God  forbid  should  ever  befall  them.  He 
was  not  one  of  those  who  could  contem- 
plate without  dread  all  those  vast  interests, 
and  that  great  mass  of  property  connected 
with  the  colonies,  involved  in  ruin,  though 
he  was  aware  that  there  were  some  persona 
who  supposed  that  this  might  take  place 
without  prejudice  to  this  country.  But 
the  present  proceeding  arose  out  of  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  and  the  question 
for  their  Lordships  to  consitler  was — and 
it  was  founded  on  the  very  nature  of  the 
case  itself — whether  slavery  could  be  per- 
manent or  not  ?  It  was,  he  believed,  too 
late  to  argue,  that  it  should  be  permanent. 
He  had  never  heard — he  had  never  met 
with  any  man  who  asserted — he  had  never 
read  in  any  publication  in  this  country — 
that,  as  a  permanent  principle,  slavery 
could  be  maintained  in  the  British  domin- 
ions. It  had  become,  therefore,  merely 
a  questbn  of  time,  and  their  Lordships 
had  to  consider  whether  the  time  had  or 
had  not  come  when  it  was  necessary  to 
deal  with  it,  and  if  it  was  necessary  to 
deal  with  it,  their  Lordships  must  consider 
in  what  manner  it  could  be  dealt  with, 
other  than  by  abolishing  it  ?  It  was  in- 
herent in  the  very  nature  of  the  subject 
itself,  that  where  slavery  existed  in  a  civil- 
ized country,  and,  above  all,  in  a  free 
country,  tlie  question  resolved  itself  into 
this— whether  the  time  had  come  for  its 
abolition  ?  It  might  be  sakl,  and  it  was 
true,  that  slavery  wua  the  ofii>priug  of  ib^ 
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laws  of  this  country  ;  but  no  man  could 
assert  that  slavery  was  not  uncongenial  to 
all  the  customs  and  habits  of  the  people. 
It  was  a  question  of,  that  nature,  that 
when  once  the  mind  of  the  public  was 
directed  towards  it,  their  Lordships  might 
be  certain  that  the  desire  to  put  an  end 
to  the  system  must  proceed,  by  slow  de- 
grees at  first,  but  afterwards  with  acceler- 
ated velocity,  until  nothing  but  its  aboli- 
tion could  satisfy  the  nation,  and  then 
inaction  in  the  Government  became  im- 
possible. The  first  blow  given  to  slavery 
was  when  the  public  mind  was  called  to 
the  consideration  of  the  slave  trade  ;  and 
it  wa^  impossible  to  disconnect  the  ques- 
tion of  the  slave  trade  from  that  of  slavery 
itself.  He  knew  that  those  who  first  ad- 
vocated the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade 
disclaimed  any  idea  of  mixing  the  two 
questions  together,  and  he  believed  they 
acted  rightly  and  wisely  in  adopting  that 
course ;  but  to  the  eye  of  any  statesman, 
or  of  any  person  accustomed  to  deduce 
consequences  from  preliminary  facts,  it 
must  appear  plain,  that  all  the  arguments 
in  favour  of  the  extinction  of  the  slave 
trade  applied  also  to  the  extinction  of 
slavery  itself.  No  less  a  man  than  Mr. 
Burke  entertained  that  opinion,  at  a  time 
when  the  question  had  not  so  much  in- 
terest as  it  possessed  at  present.  In  1780 
Mr.  Burke's  searching,  philosophic,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  practical  mind,  had 
directed  itself  to  this  subject;  and,  though 
the  particular  plan  which  he  was  led  to 
contemplate  aimed  at  the  mere  extinction 
of  the  slave  trade,  yet  he  always  laid  it 
down  as  a  principle,  that  the  same  reasons 
which  led  to  the  extinction  of  the  slave 
trade  led  also  to  the  extinction  of  slavery 
itself.  Let  their  Lordships  look  at  all  the 
evidence  and  examinations  which  took 
place  when  the  subject  was  first  brought 
before  Parliament — let  them  look  at  the 
examinations  before  the  Privy  Council, 
and  say  whether  they  did  not  all  prove 
that,  sooner  or  later,  if  Parliament  began 
to  discuss  the  principle  of  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade,  they  must  come  at  last 
to  the  consideration  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery  itself?  It  was  true  the  public 
mind  was  not  very  hastily  directed  to  this 
particular  part  of  the  question.  The  hor- 
rors of  the  slave  trade  were  at  that  time 
quite  enough  to  absorb  the  public  atten- 
tion, but,  as  time  went  on,  the  minds  of 
men  were  called  to  the  consideration  of 
slavery  generally ;  and  the  facta  which 


were  daily  elicited  with  respect  to  the 
situation  of  the  slaves  rendered  it  impos- 
sible not  to  come  to  the  discussion  of  tliit 
subject,  and  to  the  conclosion,  tbat  slavery 
must  be  abolished.  [Here  the  noble  Earl 
again  paused  for  a  considerable  time.] 
His  Lordship  proceeded.  The  events  of 
war  diverted  public  attention  into  another 
channel,  but,  in  the  year  1806,  a  measure 
relative  to  the  slave  trade  was  introduced 
by  the  Government,  and  a  Resolution  was 
adopted  by  the  House  of  Commons  which 
he  thought  was  exceedingly  proper.  He 
recollected  it  the  more  particularly,  be- 
cause on  that  occasion  he  gave  his  first 
vote  on  this  subject.  Most  of  tboee  who 
felt  an  interest  in  the  question,  and  those 
also  who  in  Parliament  supported  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  acknowledged 
the  propriety  of  that  Resolotioa.  [Here 
the  noble  Earl  again  sat  down  in  a  state 
of  apparent  exhaustion.] 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  moved,  that 
the  House  do  adjourn  during  pleasure. 

The  Earl  of  Ripon,  somewhat  recovered, 
again  rose.  He  certainly  felt  anxious  to 
advert  to  those  early  proceedings,  faecaaae 
it  appeared  to  him  that  all  which  had 
happened  at  that  time,  with  reference  to 
the  discussions  on  the  slave  trade,  formed 
the  basis  of  everything  which  had  been 
since  done  on  this  subject.  After  the 
peace  of  1814,  a  new  point  arose  on  this 
question,  and  though,  perhaps,  not  very 
directly  connected  with  the  proposition 
about  to  be  submitted  to  the  House,  ne- 
vertheless it  formed  an  important  parti- 
cular in  the  concatenation  of  circumstances 
which  had  brought  them,  with  reference 
to  this  question,  in  the  situation  in  which 
they  now  stood.  The  exertions  of  a  noble 
friend  of  his,  who,  at  that  time,  held  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  State,  and  who  was 
one  of  those  who  doubted  the  expediency 
of  doing  away  with  slavery  itself,  were 
directed  to  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade ; 
but  that  noble  Lord,  in  all  his  correspond- 
ence with  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal, 
on  that  question,  adduced  no  reasons 
which,  if  pushed  to  their  full  extent, 
would  not  be  applicable  to  the  extinction 
of  slavery  itself.  That  correspondence, 
of  course,  went  forth  to  the  worid,  and 
the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  rea- 
soning it  contained  was,  that  the  slave 
trade  was  contrary  to  justice — that  it  was 
contrary  to  humanity ;  and  whv  ?  Because 
it  was  not  possible  to  be  carried  on  with- 
out giving  a  power  to  those  who  were 
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embarked  in  the  trade  over  men  who  were 
as  free  as  themselves,  and  because  it  could 
not  be  carried  on  without  perpetuating 
a  blot  on  the  character  of  this  country. 
Why,  then,  were  they  called  on  to  abolish 
slavery  ?    For  the  very  same  reasons.     No 
man  could  say  that  slavery  was  just — no 
roan  could  say  that  slavery  was  humane 
— no  man  could  say  that  slavery  was  con- 
sistent with  those  principles  which  they 
had  all  been  taught  to  venerate  and  to 
cherish.     They  had  no  right  to  appro- 
priate to  themselves  the   physical  force 
and  strength   of   their  fellow-men,  and 
every  principle  on  which  they  supported 
the  propriety  of  abolishing  the  slave  trade 
applied  with  equal  cogency  to  the  extinc- 
tion of  slavery.     Then  it  became  a  ques- 
tion of  time  and  means.     Was  it  very 
extraordinary,  he  would  ask,  that    the 
people  of  England  should  be  hostile  to  a 
state  of  things  which  was  entirely  opposed 
to  their  feelings?     It  might  be  said,  that 
pjcat    interests    were    involved     in    this 
qtiefttion,  and  that  great  danger  might 
be  apprehended  from   a  change  in  the 
system.    That  argument  merely  proved 
I  hat  they  should    proceed  with  caution, 
but  it  could  not  apply,  and  a  statesman 
wonld  not  apply  it,  as  an  answer  to  the 
general  feelings  of  a  whole  nation.     Un- 
fortunately, in  proportion  as  a  desire  was 
manifested  on  the  part  of  the  people  that 
this  system  should  cease,  it  produced  in 
the  minds  of  those  whose  property  was 
likely  to  be  affected  by  its  feelings  ofa  very 
contrary  description.     He  did  not  blame 
— he  did  not  dare  to  blame — those  who 
felt  alarm  and  dismay  at  the  threatened 
extinction  of  their  supposed  rights,  and 
at  the  expected  diminution  of  their  pro- 
perty— it  was  natural  and   proper  that 
they  should  feel  apprehension;  but  the 
effect  of  it  was,  to  excite  more  strongly  the 
antagonist  principle;    and   the  question 
was  soon  presented   in  a    shape  which 
required  the  decision  of  the  Legislature, 
and  which  decision  could  not  longer  be 
postponed.    On  the  one  side  was  arrayed 
the  principle  which  called  for  an  abolition 
of  slavery,  and  on  the  other  the  antagonist 
principle  by  which  that  proposition  was 
opposed.     There  were  the    feelings    of 
justice  and  of  humanity  on  the  one  hand, 
and  of  interest  and  prejudice  on  the  other. 
This  tended  greatly  to   complicate  the 
question,  and  to  render  it  one  which,  if 
not  decided  by  Parliament,  must  sooner  or 
later  terminate  in  a  crisis.    In  1823|tbe 


first  great  step  was  taken  by  Government 
with  reference  to  this  question.  The 
foundation  was  then  laid  for  a  change 
in  the  system.  In  1823,  certain  Resolu- 
tions were  come  to  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  which,  though  they  were 
most  cautiously — most  judiciously  worded 
— still  they  recognised,  in  the  most  distinct 
and  clear  terms,  the  object  at  which 
Parliament  should  aim — namely,  the 
ultimate  extinction  of  slavery.  The  pass- 
ing of  that  Resolution  led  to  the  inevitable 
result  at  which  they  had  now  arrived,  and 
contracted  this  question  to  one  of  time 
and  means.  Since  that,  a  circumstance 
bad  occurred  which  had  a  very  great 
influence  on  this  subject,  and  had,  perhaps, 
more  than  anything  else,  tended  to  place 
it  in  such  a  state  that  it  could  no  longer 
remain  stationary.  Thai  event  happened 
in  the  colony  of  Demerara.  In  1823,  an 
insurrection  broke  out  there,  and  a 
missionary,  of  the  name  of  Smith,  was 
taken  up  on  the  charge  of  fomenting  it. 
He  was  brought  to  trial,  and  sentenced 
to  death.  The  execution  of  the  sentence 
was  postponed  till  reference  was  made  to 
the  government  at  home.  The  decision 
of  the  Government  was,  that  the  sentence 
should  not  be  carried  into  effect;  but,  in 
the  mean  time,  the  unfortunate  man  died 
in  prison.  This,  at  the  first  view,  might 
not  seem  to  have  much  effect  on  the  ques- 
tion of  abolishing  slavery,  but  it  produced 
in  this  country  a  strong  religious  feeling 
on  the  subject.  He  would  not  enter 
into  the  question  as  to  how  far  slavery 
was  tolerated  by  religious  tenets  elsewhere, 
or  how  it  accorded  with  the  precepts  of 
the  Christian  religion.  But,  in  a  matter 
of  this  kind,  where  men's  feelin<(s  were 
deeply  interested,  if  there  were  superadded 
to  those  feelings  a  strong  religious  convic- 
tion as  to  the  necessity  of  the  extinction  of 
slavery,  it  gave  a  redoubled  vigour  to  their 
efforts  to  accomplish  their  object.  Men 
might  take  a  particular  course  from  motives 
of  vanity  or  of  ambition.  Those  incite- 
ments were,  however,  transient  in  their 
nature,  and  passed  away;  but  if,  in  matters 
of  this  kind,  men's  feelings  were  mixed  up 
with  sentiments  of  a  strongly  conscientious 
and  religious  nature,  no  idea  of  political 
expediency,  no  idea  of  self-interest,  none 
of  those  circumstances  which,  in  ordinary 
cases,  might  operate,  would,  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  prevail  with  them,  or  prevent 
them  from  proceeding  strenuously  in  the 
I  pursuit  of  that  which  they  believed  to  be 
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just.  At  the  time  to  which  he  was  advert- 
ingy  the  zeal  of  religious  persons  in  the 
country  led  them  to  take  a  more  active 
part  in  sending  out  to  the  West-India 
colonies  persons  to  spread  amongst  the 
negroes  the  blessings  of  religious  instruc- 
tion ;  and  what  had  happened  atDemerara 
induced  them  to  believe,  that  a  bar  would 
be  interposed  to  put  an  end  to  their  efforts 
in  endeavouring  to  disseminate  religion 
amongst  the  slaves — that  they  would  be 
absolutely  prevented  from  doing  that 
which  they  called  and  considered  a  positive 
duty;  and  that  they  would  not  be  allowed 
to  introduce  amongst  the  negroes  that 
which  they  conceived  to  be  essential  to 
their  eternal  happiness.  They  were, 
therefore,  stimulated  by  every  feeling  that 
could  operate  on  the  mind  of  man  to  per- 
severe in  their  endeavours,  in  spite  of  all 
obstacles,  to  send  out  religious  mstructors 
to  the  colonies.  This  produced  a  very 
unfortunate  effect.  It  led  the  planters, 
generally,  to  view  this  class  of  religionists, 
as  particularly  hostile  to  their  interests,  as 
a  body  of  men  who  were  seeking  to  destroy 
their  undoubted  rights.  This  feeling,  from 
its  own  nature,  was  progressive,  and 
threatened  the  colonies  with  the  most 
fktal  consequences.  At  length,  in  1825, 
the  Resolutions  of  the  Commons  passed  in 
1823  were  presented  to  that  House,  and 
in  those  Hesolutions  their  Lordships 
unanimously  acquiesced.  Their  Lord- 
ships, then,  as  well  as  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  established  the  clear  and 
undeniable  principle,  that  the  time  was 
come  when  slavery  should  be  done  away 
with.  He  knew  that  the  question  of  time 
was  of  great  importance,  and  he  knew  very 
well  the  arguments  used  by  those  who 
said,  that  the  proper  time  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  had  not  yet  arrived.  When  in- 
dividuals said,  that  the  slave  was  not 
educated — that  he  did  not  understand  the 
duties  attached  to  a  state  of  freedom,  so  as 
to  enable  him  to  enjoy  it — they  asserted 
that  which  remained  to  be  proved.  The 
question  was,  whether,  supposing  the 
slave  not  now  fit  for  freedom,  the  time 
had  not  arrived  when  he  was  unfit  for 
slavery?  It  certainly  appeared  to  him 
that  the  slave  was  now  unfit  for  slavery, 
and  that  was  the  most  dangerous  situation 
in  which  a  large  mass  of  people,  still  kept 
in  slavery,  coold  be  placed.  It  was  for 
the  West-Indies  the  most  perilous  position 
that  could  be  imagined.  When  the  slave 
trade  existed  such  a  state  of  things  was 


fraught  with  less  danger  than  now.  Tbe 
supply  was  then  drawn  from  year  to  year 
from  the  coast  of  Africa;  aud  inose 
negroes  who  were  imported  into  the  colo- 
nies had  no  notion  whatever  of  tbe  ordi* 
nary  relations  of  civilized  Itie.  They  knew 
not  the  moral  degradation  of  slavery, 
and  they  thought  not  of  extricatine  them- 
selves from  it«  But  it  was  a  very  differeot 
thing  now.  The  Legislature  had  to  deal 
with  the  feelings  of  a  nalf-civtlized  people, 
who  resented  the  physical  siifierings  whick 
they  were  obliged  to  undeiigo,  and  whose 
information  produced  stiDog  and  feadbl 
irritation  of  mind.  This  was  the  neceaaary 
result  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade : 
because,  the  moment  they  cut  off  the  ordi- 
nary supply  of  slaves,  they  obliged  the 
planter  to  depend  on  those  he  could  rear 
on  his  estate.  They  compelled  him,  from 
the  necessity  of  the  case,  to  place  his  slave 
in  a  perfectly  different  situation.  The 
planter  was  forced  to  administer  to  the 
comforts  of  his  slave  ;  and,  above  all,  to 
administer  to  the  wanta  of  his  mind — ren- 
dering  him  intelligent,  teaching  him  to 
read  and  write,  and,  finally,  aiakini;  bim 
not  only  an  intelligent  being,  but  a  Chris* 
tian  man.  Wlien  the  measure  of  tbe  Legis- 
lature, by  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
brought  about  this  change,  they  completely 
altered  the  relations  between  the  master 
and  the  slave.  Thev  taught  the  latter 
that  the  endurance  oi  the  lash  was  dtsbo* 
nourable,  and  that  the  chance  of  exposure 
to  it  was  degrading.  Now,  he  wotdd  call 
upon  their  Lordships  to  look  at  the  evidence 
of  those  who  wished  to  abolish  slavery  at 
once,  and  of  those  who  were  adverse  to 
that  proposition .  The  missionaries,  or,  as 
some  called  them,  the  enthusiasts,  told  the 
world,  that  the  slaves  were  in  such  a  state 
as  to  be  perfectly  fit  to  enjoy  their  freedom, 
the  importance  of  which  they  complefely 
comprehended.  Those  persons  affirmed » 
that  the  slaves  only  required  the  ordinary 
stimuli,  by  which  individuals  were  induced 
to  labour,  to  work  as  freely  and  as  cheer* 
fully  as  any  body  of  free  men.  The  en- 
deavour tfi  improve  the  condition  of  the 
slaves  had  materially  altered  dieir  cha- 
racter and  dispositions.  That  the  aoie* 
lioration  had  been  carried  far  eooegh  to 
produce  all  the  effects  that  micht  be  ex- 
pected to  result  from  it,  he  did  not  say ; 
but  the  evidence  of  both  parties  proved, 
that  the  negroes  were  in  tliat  state  of  in- 
creased intelligence  and  improveoMiit 
which  reodersd  theaii  even  if  they  sbouli 
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be  as  jtt  uafit  to  be  completely  free, 
utterly  unfit  to  conttoue  slaves : — 
Mms  Agitstroolem  et  magno  se  corpore  misoet, 

The  great  mass  was  so  far  uoder  the 
ioflueoce  of  mind  as  to  render  it  impossible 
lo  prolong  tbe  present  system  with  any 
degree  of  safety.  Tbe  catastrophe  that 
must  inevitably  result  from  such  an  attempt 
could  onW  be  prevented  by  entertaining 
the  Resolutions  which  he  should  submit 
to  tbe  House,  and  adopting  the  practical 
measures  to  which  they  were  intended  to 
lead.  How  did  the  matter  stand  with 
respect  to  slavery  i  The  Legislature  could 
not  carry  things  back ;  could  it  allow  them 
to  stand  stiU?  Impossible:  and,  even  if 
it  were  practicable,  ought  their  Lordships, 
as  forming  part  of  a  free  and  Christian 
Legislature,  to  take  no  part  in  procuring 
both  for  the  slaves  and  the  planters  bene- 
ficial results  from  that  change  which  all 
now  agreed  was  inevitable.  In  relation 
to  a  Qiiestioii  of  this  kind,  upon  which 
men's  feelings  were  interested,  the  Legis- 
lature could  not  avoid  advancing;  and 
ii  would  be  dangerous  to  make  the  attempt. 
Tbe  Ministers^  therefore,  felt  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  take  the  subject  up  as  they  best 
could,  aad  submit  to  Parliament  the  out* 
line  of  an  arrangement,  in  the  hope  of 
giving  satisfaction^  as  fares  possible,  to  all 
parties.  Could  any  one  doubt,  if  this  ques- 
tion had  not  been  taken  up  on  the  respon- 
sibility of  his  Majesty's  Government,  that 
tbe  result  would  have  been  to  produce  a 
much  more  dangerous  state  of  things,  and 
rhich  it  would  be  infinitely  more  dif- 


one 


ficult  to  control  ?  In  order  to  avoid  such 
dangers  aad  difficulties.  Government  con- 
sidered it  to  be  their  duty  to  act  as  they 
had  done.  He  knew  that,  according  to 
the  ordinary  practice  of  political  party  and 
opposition  tactics,  all  this  might  be  repre- 
sented as  extremely  absurd  conduct  on  the 
part  of  Government,  and  they  might  be 
Uamed  for  yielding  to  a  pressure,  which, 
if  they  had  only  had  a  little  spirit,  they 
might  have  successfully  resisted.  He 
could  not  believe,  whatever  might  be  said, 
that  any  one  would  really  think  thus,  or 
that  any  person  who  took  the  trouble  to 
look  at  the  state  of  things,  past  and  pre- 
sent, us  the  colonies,  could  deny,  that  the 
JMItoisterB  charged  with  maintaining  the 
peaoe  of  those  colonies,  and  preserving 
tbem  m  useful  and  valuable  appendages 
of  the  Cvowo,  woukl  not  have  shamefully 
abeadoiied  their  duty,  if  merely  on  account 
of  dao^eFS  or  diflkulties  connected  with 


the  settlement  of  the  question,  they  had 
left  it  to  take  its  chance  without  under 
taking  the  matter  on  their  own  responsi 
bility,  and  calling  for  the  assistance  of 
Parliament  to  aid  them  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  such  a  measure  as  should  set  the 
subject  at  rest.  Having  described  the 
motives  which  had  influenced  his  Majesty's 
Government  in  the  course  adopted  by  them 
on  the  present  occasion,  it  now  became 
his  duty  to  state  as  shortly  as  he  could  the 
general  nature  of  the  propositions  which 
they  had  recommended  to  the  other  House 
of  Parliament,  which  that  House  had 
adopted,  and  in  which  he  trusted  that  their 
Lordships  would  concur.  The  first  Reso- 
lution was,  "That  immediate  and  effectual 
measures  be  taken  for  the  entire  abolition 
of  slavery  throughout  the  colonies,  under 
such  provisions  for  regulating  the  condition 
of  the  negroes  as  may  combine  their  wel- 
fare with  the  interests  of  the  proprietors." 
It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  add  any- 
thing on  the  subject  of  that  Resolution. 
If  the  view  he  had  taken  of  the  subject 
were  correct  in  reference  to  the  necessity 
for  an  extinction  of  slavery,  the  Resolution 
would  follow  as  a  corollary  upon  the  pro- 
positions he  had  laid  down.  He  flattered 
himself,  that  it  was  evident  slavery  must  be 
abolished,  and  that  no  one  would  deny, 
if  slavery  were  to  be  extinguished,  that  it 
was  fit  it  should  be  extinguished  under 
such  regulations  as  might  combine  tbe 
well*being  of  the  negroes  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  proprietors.  The  second  Reso- 
lution was,  *'That  it  is  expedient  that  ail 
children  born  after  the  passing  of  any  Act 
of  Parliament  for  this  purpose,  be  declared 
free ;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  such  tem- 
porary restrictions  as  may  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary for  their  sup|K>rt  and  maiu- 
tenance."*  Now,  it  was  quite  clear,  that 
if  the  Legislature  were  to  do  anything  in 
the  way  of  establishing  the  freedom  of 
those  beyond  childhood,  the  same  prin- 
dple  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
extend  the  advantage  to  individuals  who 
should  be  afterwards  born,  or  who  might 
be  of  too  tender  an  age  at  the  passing  of 
the  Act  to  participate  fully  in  its  benefits* 
He,  therefore,  conceived  that  this  proposi- 
tion was  one  to  which  no  objection  could 
he  taken.  He  was  aware  that  the  plan 
of  extinguishing  slavery,  by  declaring  all 
children  born  after  a  certain  date  abso- 
lutely free,  was  a  favourite  one  with  manv 
abolitionists;  at  the  same  time  he  had 
always  felt,  in  common  with  the  late  Mr* 
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Canning  (among  others)^    that    such    a 
system  could  not  be  reduced  to  practice 
without  incurring  great  risks,   inasmuch 
as  the  plan  must  produce  such  a  marked 
distinction    between    certain    classes    of 
negroes  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  carry 
it   into  effect  without  endangering    the 
tranquillity  of  the  colonies.     Although  it 
was  necessary,  therefore,  that  any  mea- 
sure for  the  abolition  of  slavery  should 
embrace  the  freedom  of  negro  children,  he 
thought  it  impolitic  and  unwise  to  confine 
the  process  of  emancipation  to  them.     Go- 
vernment, in  consideration  of  this  difficulty, 
had  devised  an  intermediate  and  proba- 
tionary state,  which,  while  it  relieved  the 
negro  from  the  harsher  parts  of  slavery, 
would  not  deprive  the  planters  of  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  services  during  such  time 
as  might  appear  adequate  to  afford  the 
roaster  reparation  for  the  establishment  of 
his  entire  freedom.     He  did  not  say,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  hare  devised  a  scheme 
by  which  all  might  be  made  free  at  an 
early  period  ;  on  the  contrary,  bethought 
such  a  plan  quite  practicable,  and  that 
inducements  might  be  held  out  sufficient 
to  cause  the  negroes  to  labour  steadily, 
they  receiving    wages   for  their  labour. 
He  thought  that  the  facts  of  the  case  were 
against  the  supposition,  that  out  of  mere 
idleness  and  extreme  indolence,  the  ne- 
groes would  abstain,  if  not  compelled  to 
labour,  from  all  kinds  of  exertion.     The 
slave  might  be  idle,  but  it  did  not  follow 
that  the  emancipated  negro  would  refuse 
to  work.     Why  should  the  slave  be  other- 
wise than  idle  when  the  whip  was  not 
hanging  over  his  head,  seeing  that  he  had 
no  motive  to  labour  but  compulsion  ?  But 
under  other  circumstances,  why  should  it 
be  supposed  that  the  negro  was  constitu- 
tionally more  idle  than  other  men?   He 
was  not  found  to  be  so  in  Africa,  where 
the  best  and  latest  inquiries  proved  him 
to  be  addicted  to  agriculture,  and  that  he 
had  carried  many  of  the  arts  of  civilized 
life  to  a  considerable  extent.     In  Africa 
the  negro  was  known  to  have  acquired  a 
good  deal  of  skill  in  some  branches  of 
manufacture,  and  although  compared  with 
Europeans  he   must  be  accounted    un- 
civilized, there  was  nothing  to  prove  the 
existence  of  any  physical  or  moral  differ- 
ence between  Uie  negro  and  other  men 
with  respect  to  a  disposition .  to  labour. 
The  motive  which  induced  people  to  work 
was  wsint:    labour  they  must,   or  they 
could  not  support  life ;  and  the  same  mo- 


tive which  impelled  men   to  exertion  in 
Europe  would,   if  applied  in  the  West- 
Indies,  induce  the  negro  to  labour.     There 
was  a  great  deal  of  evidence  to  prove  that 
the  negro  was  capable  of  being  influenced 
by  the  same  stimulus  which  worked  upon 
th«  rest  of  mankind,  and  induced  them  to 
labour.    How  account  for  the  negro  spend- 
ing his  leisure  time,  not  in  idleness,  but 
in  active  labour,  with  a  view  to  obtain 
additional  comforts   and    luxuries — how 
account  for  this  fact  upon  any  other  prin-? 
ciple  than  that  referred  to  ?   He  knew  it 
had  been  said,  that  among  the  free  negroes 
in  the  West-Indies  there  was  nothing  but 
idleness  and  vice,  but  he  denied  the  accu- 
racy of  the  statement ;  and,  as  a  proof  of 
its  incorrectness,  would  refer  their  Lord- 
ships to  the  case  of  great  numbers  of  free 
negroes   who  maintained   themselves  by 
their  own  exertions  in  Antigua  and  the 
Bahamas.     But  even  if  these  individnals 
did  not  labouf  in  so  satisfactory  a  man- 
ner,   it  should  be  recollected   who  they 
were ;  they  were  not  creoleSi  but  negroes, 
captured  in  slave-ships  coming  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Africa,  speaking  different 
languages,   having  no  common  bond  of 
union,  none  of  the  habits  considered  ne- 
cessary to  honest  and  persevering  industry, 
and  yet,  in  point  of  fact,  no  people  in  the 
world  laboured  more  assiduously.     It  was 
said,  that  they  would  not  labour  in  the 
cultivation  of  sugar.     It  could  hardly  be 
expected,  that  they  should,  where  sugar 
cultivation  was  the  badge  of  slavery,  and 
in  which   free  negroes  probably  could  not 
find    adequate  employment    while  slave 
labour  was  directed   to   that  branch  of 
cultivation.      He  thought  the  inference 
was,   that   if  all  were  free,  all  would  be 
disposed  to  labour.     He  knew  that  many 
doubted,  whether  the   negroes,    if  they 
were  manumitted  all  at  once,   could  be 
induced  to  labour  by  the  fear  of  want  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  hope  of  wages  on  the 
other.      Without  entertaining  any   such 
apprehension,  he  admitted  it  to  be  fit  and 
prudent  to  establish  some  sort  of  interme- 
diate   and    probationary    state    between 
slavery   and    perfect   freedom,    under    a 
qualified  compulsion.     The  proposition  by 
which  this  scheme  was   to  be   effected, 
went  upon  the  principle,  that  every  slave 
was  to  be  registen  d  after  a  given  dale  as 
an  apprenticpd   labourer,  and  that  for  a 
period  of  twelve  years  he  should  be  under 
the  obligation  of  labouring  forty-five  hours 
a-week  (seven  and  a-half  hours  per  day) 
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for  his  existing  employer,  the  remainder 
of  his  time  being  left  to  himself  to  be 
disposed  of  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil^ 
or  in  any  other  way  most  conducive  to  his 
own  interest.  The  effect  of  this  system 
would  be,  to  give  the  master  the  advantage 
of  the  compulsory  services  of  his  negroes 
to  a  certain  extent;  but  he  was  depiived 
of  the  power  of  punishment,  which  was 
not  to  be  inflicted  on  any  apprenticed 
labourer  except  in  pursuance  of  the 
sentence  of  an  authorized  Court.  It  was 
hoped  that,  under  this  plan,  the  same  sys- 
tem of  cultivation  would  go  on,  at  least  to 
a  great  extent — whether  to  the  same  extent 
as  at  present  it  was  impossible  to  say — 
but  there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  planter  would  not  derive  sufficient  ad- 
vantage from  the  labour  of  his  negroes  to 
remunerate  him  for  their  maintenance, 
which  he  was  to  be  compelled  to  supply 
in  future  in  like  manner  as  at  present.  By 
this  apprenticeship  the  negroes  were  to  ac- 
quire all  the  rights  and  privilegesof  freemen, 
subject  to  the  conditions  and  restrictions 
referred  to.  The  next  proposition,  which 
was  contained  in  the  fourth  Resolution,  was 
one  of  very  great  importance,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  principle  on  which  it  pro- 
ceeded, but  because  of  the  manner  in  which 
it  might  affect  the  people  of  this  country. 
He  must  here  premise  that  he  had  never 
contemplated  any  measure  of  emancipa- 
tion without  reference  to  what  might  be 
due  to  the  existing  owners  of  the  negroes. 
Thb  consideration  constituted  one  of  the 
g^reat  difficulties  of  the  question ;  for  they 
must  take  into  consideration  the  risk  and 
loss  to  which  the  planters  might  be 
exposed ;  at  the  same  time  they  all  well 
knew,  in  days  like  those,  how  much  and 
how  unfavourably  every  addition  to  the 
public  burthens  affected  the  minds  of  the 
people.  However,  he  was  of  opinion, 
although  Parliament  possessed  the  power 
of  altering  the  relation  between  master 
and  slave,  that  it  could  not  do  so  without 
giving  to  the  former  a  just  and  adequate 
compensation.  The  people  of  this 
country  had,  over  and  over  again,  ex- 
pressed their  extreme  anxiety  for  the 
extinction  of  slavery,  and  he  could  not  be. 
lieve  that  they  would  have  done  so  with- 
out beiug  prepared  to  take  their  share  of 
the  burthens  which  the  proposed  remedy 
of  the  evil  might  naturally  be  expected  to 
produce;  therefore,  he  thought  it  by  no 
means  unreasonable  to  call  upon  Parlia- 
ment to  place  at  his  Majesty's  disposal  a 


large  sum  of  money  in  order  to  effect  the 
extinction  of  slavery.  He  knew,  that 
there  were  persons  who,  reasoning  on  the 
abstract  proposition  as  to  the  right  of  pro- 
perty in  man,  thought  it  about  as  great  a 
crime  to  give  compensation  to  the  slave- 
owner as  to  permit  the  existence  of  slavery; 
but  the  State  (which  never  died,  seeing  it 
always  survived  in  its  acts  and  their  con- 
sequences) had  given  its  sanction  and  en- 
couragement to  that  species  of  property  ; 
and  if  the  property  thus  created  were 
taken  away,  reason,  justice,  and  common 
sense,  demanded  that  the  State  should  give 
compensation  to  the  owners.  The  amount 
proposed  to  be  granted  in  the  way  of  com- 
pensation was  20,000,000/.,  a  large  sum, 
undoubtedly ;  but  would  any  one  say 
that,  if  by  this  contribution  so  gpreat  a 
question  could  be  settled  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  relieve  the  colonies  from  danger,  and 
prepare  and  satisfy  the  wishes  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country — would  any  one  say, 
that  the  grant  was  not  equally  noble  and 
necessary  ?  The  last  Resolution  to  which 
he  had  to  advert  was,  **  That  his  Majesty 
be  enabled  to  defray  any  such  expense  as 
be  may  incur  in  establishing  an  efficient 
stipendiary  magistracy  in  the  colonies, 
and  in  aiding  the  local  legislatures  in 
providing,  upon  liberal  and  comprehensive 
principles,  for  the  religious  and  moral 
education  of  the  negro  population  to  be 
emancipated/'  In  relation  to  this  Reso- 
lution, he  must  say,  that  as  in  so  great  a 
change  many  internal  precautions  and 
police  regulations  would  be  necessary  in 
the  colonies,  it  was  fair  that  at  least  a  part 
of  the  expense  should  be  defrayed  by  the 
mother  country.  It  would  be  unwise  to  have 
all  questions  that  might  arise  between 
master  and  labourer  to  be  decided  by  the 
local  magistracy;  and  great  advantage 
might  be  expected  to  arise  by  sending 
from  this  country  persons  totally  exempt 
from  party  feeling  to  act  as  Magistrates  in 
the  colonies  in  such  cases.  It  was  not 
reasonable,  however,  to  expect  the  colo- 
nies to  bear  the  expense  of  such  a  magis- 
tracy, which  it  was  therefore  proposed 
should  be  borne  by  the  mother  country* 
As  to  religious  instruction.  Parliament 
had  some  years  ago  charged  the  revenues 
of  this  country  with  no  inconsiderable  sum 
to  maintain  in  the  colonies  an  establish- 
ment connected  with  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, so  that  the  principle  of  providing  for 
the  religious  instruction  of  the  negroes  was 
clearly  established,  and  he  supposed  would 
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not  now  be  disputed.  Although  it  was 
not  proposed  to  pay  dissenting  teachers,  yet 
it  was  thought  necessary  to  make  some 
alteration  in  the  law  on  the  subject.  It  was 
doubted  whether  such  persons  had  at 
present  full  scope  for  the  exercise  of  their 
zeal  and  talents,  and  it  was  considered 
necessary  to  remove  all  difficulties  and  ob- 
stacles out  of  their  way,  and  leave  the 
religious  instruction  of  the  negroes  fairly 
open  to  the  exertions  of  any  individuals 
who  should  endeavour  to  extend  to  their 
fellow-creatures  in  the  colonies  the  benefit 
of  the  consolations  of  that  religion  which 
they  thpught  it  their  bounden  duty  to 
diffuse.  He  believed,  that  he  had  now 
gone  through  most  of  the  topics  on  which 
he  had  to  address  their  Lordships,  con- 
nected with  this  important  subject,  though 
he  was  sensible — painf\illy  sensible — of 
the  very  imperfect  mode  in  which  he  had 
executed  his  task — an  imperfection  for 
which  he  could  offer  no  excuse.  He  had 
had  some  experience  in  matters  of  this 
kind,  which  ought  to  be  familiar  to  him, 
inasmuch  as  his  life  had  been  passed  in 
dealing  with  public  affairs ;  and  he  really 
could  scarcely  account,  even  to  himself*, 
for  the  very  imperfect  manner  in  which 
he  had  addressed  the  House.  He  could 
not  pretend  to  speak  to  their  Lordships 
with  the  authority,  weight,  and  eloquence 
of  the  great  men  who  had  preceded  him 
on  this  subject,  but  who  had  passed  away 
— such  men  as  Pitt,  Fox,  and  Burke,  or 
as  Wilberforce  and  Lord  Grenville  among 
the  living — (and  among  the  other  illus- 
trious dead  who  had  distinguished  them- 
selves on  this  subject,  he  might  mention 
the  names  of  Lord  Londonderry  and  Mr. 
Sharpe).  He  repeated  he  could  not 
speak  with  the  authority  of  such  men,  but 
nevertheless  he  hoped  he  had  spoken  in 
their  spirit.  They  would  have  urged  the 
question  with  an  eloquence  and  power  of 
which  he  was  incapable ;  they  would  have 
laboured  under  no  imperfection  or  impe- 
diment, nor  stood  in  need  of  any  apology. 
Nevertheless,  following,  as  he  humbly 
trusted,  in  the  track  of  those  great  men, 
and  attempting  but  in  vain  to  adopt  their 
sentiments  and  feelings,  he  had  called 
upon  the  House  to  entertain  this  import- 
ant subject.  Their  Lordships  had  the 
advantage  of  the  riper  experience  of  later 
times,  which  some  of  the  illustrious  men 
who  were  gone  did  not  enjoy,  and,  resting 
upon  that  experience,  he  thought  he  might 
with  confidence  ask  the  House  to  agree 


to  propositions  which  be  considered  Cftkm- 
lated  to  promote  the  public  good  s  And  of 
which,  if  passed  and  carried  into  effect, 
the  fame  would  not  rest  with  him,  bitt 
with  Parliament  and  the  English  tiAtlon. 
If  their  Lordships,  in  concurrence  with 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  should 
bring  this  most  momentous  and  difficult 
question  to  a  safe  and  satisflictory  issue, 
they  would  accomplish  one  of  the  greatest 
triumphs  of  justice  and  humanity  which 
had  ever  been  achieved  within  the  walla 
of  Parliament.  The  noble  Lord  con- 
cluded by  moving  the  first  Resolutioit. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  said,  he  conld 
assure  their  Lordships,  that  he  fully  shared 
with  the  noble  Earl  m  feelings  of  diflidence 
at  rising  to  address  their  Lordships  upon 
the  present  question.  Indeed  it  was  im- 
possible for  aov  man,  be  his  tatenla  and 
abilities  what  they  might,  and  hitf  means 
of  bringing  those  talents  and  abilities  into 
the  field  ever  so  great,  not  to  feel  diffi- 
dence and  anxiety  when  he  contemplated 
that  the  question  upon  which  he  had  to 
deliver  his  opinions  involved  a  most  im- 
portant and  most  serious  change  in  the 
condition  of  S00,000  of  his  fellow-beings. 
Notwithstanding,  however,  the  influence 
which  his  feelings  might  have  with  him, 
the  very  importance  and  the  very  magni- 
tude of  the  question  made  it  imperative  on 
him  to  rise  in  his  place  and  endeavour  to 
show,  that  in  many  of  his  statements  and 
most  of  his  conclusions  the  nd>le  EaA  was 
not  supported  either  by  facts  or  soand 
reasoning.  Without  further  preface,  there-^ 
fore,  he  would  at  once  proceed,  as  nearly 
as  he  could  in  their  proper  order,  to  com- 
ment upon  diiTerent  points  in  the  noble 
Earl's  speech.  In  the  first  place  he  had 
to  observe  that  he  fully  concurred  with  the 
noble  Earl  in  thinking,  that  the  first  blow 
given  to  the  system  of  slavery  took  place 
when  the  vote  was  passed  by  the  British 
Legislature  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade ;  but  it  dkl  not,  he  contended,  fdllow, 
that  because  that  first  blow  was  ft«en  in 
the  year  1806,  since  which  period  other 
measures  on  the  subject  were  ado|>ted,  it 
was  therefore  necessary  in  the  year  mi 
to  come  to  such  Resolutions  as  those 
which  had  been  that  night  proposed  for 
their  Lordships'  adoption .  It  was  not  that 
he  intended  to  endeaTonr  to  prevail  on 
their  Lordships  not  to  pass  those  Reeolu- 
t ions  that  he  now  rose;  but  he  felt  that 
he  owed  it  to  himself,  as  well  as  fo  those 
with  whom  he  had  acted  during  diftfreot 
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Admiaistratioos  on  the  present  subject,  to 
point  out  to  their  Lordships  that  the  con- 
sequences to  which  they  were  brought  on 
that  occasion  did  not  follow  from  the 
grounds  laid  by  the  noble  Earl.  In  the 
lirst  place  he  begged  to  remind  the 
noble  £arl,  that  on  the  discussion  on  tlie 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade  it  was  more 
than  once  denied  by  those  who  advo- 
cated that  measure  that  there  was  any 
intention  on  their  parts  to  follow  it  up 
by  any  proposition  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  fre» 
quently  stated  by  those  who  argued  most 
strenuously  for  the  measure,  that  it  was 
not  intended  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade  should  be  followed  by  a  measure  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery.  The  intention  at 
that  time  was,  by  tlie  abolition  of  tlie  slave 
trade,  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
slave,  and  improve  the  general  frame  of 
society  throughout  the  colonies.  But  he 
(the  Duke  of  Wellington)  could  not,  from 
all  he  had  ever  beard  or  read,  believe,  that 
it  was,  even  by  those  who  on  general 
grounds  contended  for  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade,  intended  to  follow  up  the 
establishment  of  such  a  system  as  might 
lead  to  those  desirable  results  by  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  itself.  That  men  might 
have  looked  forward  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  as  a  remote  consequence  of  tlie 
improvement  of  the  state  of  society,  of 
the  amelioration  in  the  state  of  the  slave 
population,  and  in  the  general  improve- 
ment of  the  colonies,  all  of  which  doubt- 
less were  contemplated,  and  all  of  which 
had  unquestionably  been  the  consequence 
of  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade — there 
could  be  no  doubt ;  but  that  the  one  was 
to  be  considered  as  the  immediate  conse- 
quence of  the  other  he  (the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington) denied,  and  challenged  the  noble 
Earl  or  any  of  his  colleagues  to  substanti- 
ate it.  Neither  did  the  question  which  was 
that  evening  brought  under  discussion 
arise  from  anything  that  had  taken  place 
in  Parliament  in  1814,  nor,  he  would  con- 
tend, from  what  passed  on  the  subject  in  the 
Session  of  1822-3.  In  1814  it  was  perhaps 
in  the  recollection  of  their  Lordships,  that  a 
noble  friend  of  his,  who  was  then  at  the  head 
of  the  Foreign  Department,  did  all  in  his 
power,  by  treaties  and  negotiations,  and 
the  exercise  of  all  the  influence  he  pos- 
sessed, and  all  the  means  he  could  devise, 
to  induce  Foreign  Powers  to  join  Great 
Britain  in  abolishing  the  slave  trade ;  but 
he  positively  asserted,  that  his  noble  friend's 


measures  with  that  view  did  not  go  to  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  nor  were  they  ever, 
he  believed,  stated  to  tend  to  the  eHfecting 
of  that  object.  There  was,  it  was  true, 
something  of  an  opinion  expressed  at  that 
time  that  the  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  the  slave,  and  of  the  state  of  society 
in  the  colonies,  was  likely,  at  some  period 
or  other,  to  lead  to  (he  abolition  of  slavery ; 
but  he  again  asserted,  that  the  probability 
of  any  such  event  never  was  stated  as  a 
reason  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade. 
He  came  then  to  speak  of  the  proceedings 
on  the  subject  during  the  Session  1822-3. 
Many  of  their  I^ordships  would  doubtless 
recollect  that  during  that  Session  the  indi- 
vidual (Mr.  Canning)  who  was  conducting 
the  affairs  of  his  Majesty's  then  Govern- 
ment in  the  House  of  Commons  proposed 
certain  Resolutions  which  had  for  their 
object  the  ulterior  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  colonies.  Now  that,  he  contended, 
was  the  iirsi  occasion  on  which  the  qaes« 
tion  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  was  men« 
tinned  on  authority  in  either  House  of 
Parliament.  And  what,  he  asked,  did  Mr. 
Canning  say  upon  that  occasion  ?  What 
were  the  Resolutions  which  he  then  pro- 
posed ?  The  noble  Earl,  it  was  evident,  had 
not  attentively  read  those  Resolutions,  or  he 
would  not  have  instanced  them  as  leading 
directly  to  those  which  he  had  that  night 
moved.  The  Resolutions  of  Mr.  Canning 
stated  a  distant  period  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  They  stated,  that  if  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  slaves  was  to  take  place  at 
all  it  should  take  place  only  at  that  period 
when  they  had  been  civilized,  after  mea- 
sures had  been  taken  to  enable  them  to 
better  their  own  conditions,  and,  in  sborti 
after  they  were  found  to  be  in  a  state  of 
society  in  which,  for  their  own  interests, 
as  well  as  for  the  interests  of  the  slave 
proprietor  himself,  emancipation  should 
become  feasible.  Towards  the  accom- 
plishment of  that  object  Parliament  had 
from  time  to  time  adopted  various  Reso- 
lutions, and  Orders  in  Council  were  issued, 
all  of  which  tended  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  the  slave,  to  educate  him, 
and  to  render  him  fit  for  that  situation  in 
which  it  was  the  object  and  intention  of 
the  Resolutions  of  1823  that  he  shonid 
ultimately  be  placed.  From  1 823  down- 
wards measures  having  these  objects  in 
view  were  taken  by  the  Government  and 
the  Colonial  l^gblatures,  to  which  the 
noble  Earl  had  very  properly  done  justice. 
He  also,  must  do  the  Colonial  Legislatures 
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justice,  and  say  of  them,  that  although 
they  did  not  perform  all  that  was  required 
of  them  by  Government,  they  did  so 
much  that  there  had  been  no  Colonial 
Secretary  in  office  between  1823  and  1830 
who  had  not  expressed  approbation  of 
their  conduct.  Therefore,  it  was  not  con- 
sistent with  the  facts  of  the  case  to  say 
that  the  (Colonial  Legislatures  did  nothing 
to  accomplish  the  ultimate  object  of  the 
Legislature.  Afterwards,  in  1830,  came 
the  Order  in  Council  issued  for  the  pur- 
pose of  regulating  these  matters  in  the 
Crown  Colonies ;  and  he  would  here  ob- 
serve, that  the  intention  of  Government, 
manifested  so  early  as  1 823,  was  to  keep 
these  colonies  in  advance  of  the  other 
colonies,  with  a  view  to  their  affording 
examples  which  the  others  might  be  in- 
duced to  follow.  By  the  Order  in  Council 
of  1830,  certain  very  important  measures 
were  determined  on.  The  order  went,  in 
the  first  place,  to  the  appointment  of  pro- 
tectors of  slaves ;  secondly,  Sunday  mar- 
kets were  prohibited,  and  governors  were 
empowered  to  appoint  a  market-day; 
there  was  a  prohibition  of  Sunday  labour 
— the  whip  was  not  to  be  carried  at  work 
— females  were  not  to  be  punished  by 
whipping— a  register  of  punishments  was 
required  to  be  kept— slaves  were  declared 
competent  to  marry — slaves  might  acquire 
property — slaves  in  certain  cases  were  not 
to  be  separated  from  their  families — fees 
on  manumissions  were  abolished — slaves 
might  effect  their  manumission  by  a  com- 
pulsory process — the  evidence  of  slaves 
was  to  be  admitted — forfeiture  of  slaves 
was  ordered  in  certain  cases.  This  was 
'  the  state  of  things  in  1830.  It  was  true, 
that  the  sentence  of  death  passed  on  Mr. 
Smith,  the  missionary  in  Demerara,  did 
produce  a  considerable  sensation  in  this 
country,  and  added  to  the  feeling  against 
the  existence  of  slavery.  He  did  not  deny 
the  fact ;  but  was  that  a  ground  for  such 
an  important  change  as  was  now  proposed 
in  the  condition  of  the  negro?  That 
change,  he  repeated,  had  been  contem- 
plated only  as  a  measure  which  was  to  take 
place  after  the  negroes  themselves  had 
been  a  long  time  in  the  progress  of  im- 
provement. Knowing,  as  he  did,  the  power 
of  the  Government  to  arrest  popular  ex- 
citement, which  made  him  wish  that  Minis- 
ters would  exercise  it  more  frequently,  he 
saw  no  object  which  they  could  gain  by 
taking  up  this  question  in  the  manner  they 
did  in  1830  and  1831^  unless  it  was  from 


a  desire  to  press  it  in  a  crude  and  undi- 
gested shape  upon  the  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  was  taken  up  without  any  ne- 
cessity in  those  years,  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  their  Lordships  had  the  question 
brought  before  them  in  its  present  prema- 
ture state.  The  fact  was,  that  the  slaves 
were  not  one  whit  better  prepared  for 
emancipation  at  the  present  day  than  they 
were  in  1 830.  The  business  of  the  Go- 
vernment, therefore,  if  a  wise  policy  had 
been  pursued,  would  have  been,  to  have 
begun  the  measures  of  preparation  in  the 
Crown  colonies,  and  those  measures  bein^ 
put  into  practice,  a  good  example  would 
thus  have  been  set  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  other  colonies,  which,  with  a  little  ex- 
ertion, made  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  they  might  in 
a  short  time  be  induced  to  follow.  When 
that  progress  had  been  made,  then  the  Go- 
vernment might  have  brought  the  question 
forward  vrith  a  view  to  ulterior  measures. 
But  instead  of  that,  the  Government  came 
forward  with  the  Orders  in  Councrt  of 
1831,  which  had  no  sooner  gone  out  to 
the  colonies  than  they  were  found  to  be 
impracticable.  These  orders  were  first 
issued  to  the  Crown  colonies,  and  instruc- 
tions were  sent  to  the  Colonial  Legislatures 
to  enact  them  into  laws ;  but  the  whole 
attempt  was  a  failure,  and  the  Orders  were 
withdrawn  from  the  Crown  colonies,  and 
aflerwards  from  the  Colonial  Legislatures ; 
and  yet  what  was  the  result?  Why 
these  preparatory  measures  of  1830  and 
1831  having  been  found  impracticable, 
the  Government  now  took  on  itself  the 
responsibility  of  forcing  on  the  question 
of  slave  emancipation.  Now,  on  that 
subject,  there  were  some  important  points 
on  which  the  noble  Earl  had  not  couched 
at  all,  some  on  which  he  had  said  very  little, 
and  what  he  said  on  others  was  not 
only  inconsistent  with  his  own  former 
statements,  but  with  the  acts  of  Govern- 
ment. The  noble  Earl  had  said,  that  there 
was  no  proof  whatever,  that  slaves  when 
made  free  in  our  colonies  would  not  work 
for  hire.  In  this  he  begged  to  differ  widely 
from  the  noble  Earl.  He  thought,  that 
his  statement  in  that  respect  was  incon- 
sistent with  the  circumstances  in  which 
the  negro  slaves  were  placed  in  our  colonies. 
When  a  question  was  raised  respecting  the 
emancipation  of  large  bodies  of  men,  who 
had  been  most  of  them  from  their  birth  in 
a  state  of  slavery,  the  first  thing,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  to   be   considered    was, 
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whether, those  slaves  were  iq  a  condition 
to  fit  them  for  freedom ;  and,  next,  whe- 
ther,  when  they  were  made  iree,  it  was 
probable  that  they  would  work  for  their 
former  masters  for  hire  ?  The  noble  Earl 
had  said,  that  there  was  no  proof  to  show 
that  they  would  not.  But,  he  must  con- 
tend, that  the  onus  of  bringing  proof  lay 
on  the  other  side  of  the  question.  Where 
were  the  instances  in  which  large  bodies  of 
slaves  had  been  emancipated  in  tropical 
climates,  and  had  shown  a  willingness  to 
do  the  same  kind  of  work  as  before  X  The 
case  of  the  slaves  emancipated  in  Columbia 
had  been  cited  as  an  illustration ;  but  sup- 
pose that  100,000  slaves  emancipated  in 
Colombia  had  shown  a  disposition  to  la- 
bour for  hire,  that  would  not  prove  the 
wisdom  or  sound  policy  of  emancipating 
more  than  800,000  slaves  in  our  own  colo- 
nies»  It  would  not  establish  any  proof 
that,  when  emancipated,  those  negro  slaves 
would  be  willing  to  work  for  hire.  But  he 
by  no  means,  concurred  with  the  noble 
Earl  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  case  of 
Colombia  as  a  case  in  pomt.  He  had  very 
^ood  authority — that  of  a  very  intelligent 
mdividual  resident  in  Colombia  at  the  time 
— for  taking  a  very  different  view  of  that 
oase.  That  individual  had  described  the 
experiment  as  a  dangerous  one,  from  the 
difficulty  which  was  found  of  getting 
tlie  emancipated  slave  to  work  at  all.  This 
was  further  proved  by  the  fact,  that  in  four 
or  five  yean  afterwards  it  was  found  ne- 
cessary to  introduce  a  measure  for  the 
promotion  of  agriculture,  which  measure, 
it  was  admitted,  was  called  for  by  the 
difficulty  found  of  getting  the  free  negroes 
to  work*.  He  had  troubled  their  Lordships 
on  this  part  of  the  subject  on  a  former  oc- 
casion,  and  would  not  now  urge  it  further; 
he  would  only  ask  them  to  look  at  their 
own  colonies  In  tropical  climates,  and  see 
whether  they  could  find  any  disposition  in 
the  free  negro  to  work  in  the  low  grounds. 
If  they  looked  at  Surinam,  or  any  other  of 
the  tropical  colonies,  they  would  perceive 
a  total  absence  of  any  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  free  negro  to  work  for  hire,  or 
for  any  other  consideration.  But,  said 
the  noble  Earl,  the  negroes  work  in  Africa. 
He  begged  the  noble  EarPs  pardon  for 
expressing  his  dissent  from  that  assertion ; 
but  the  question  was  not  whether  they 
worked  in  Africa,  but  whether  it  was  prob- 
able they  would  work  for  hire  in  the  low 
grounds  of  our  tropical  climates.  He  was 
aware,  that  in  a  country  with  which  he 
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was  well  acquainted,  men  were  found  to 
work  for  hire  in  the  low  grounds  of  tro- 
pical climates,  but  those  were  men  who 
were  divided  into  castes,  in  which  theic 
feelings  and  prejudices  operated  on  them 
more  than  any  other  consideration,  and  to 
those  causes  might  be  attributed  their  un- 
willingness to  work  under  such  circum- 
stances. The  case,  however,  was  very 
different  in  our  West-India  Islands.  There 
always  was,  and  there  ever  would  be,  a 
difficulty  in  getting  men  to  work  in  tropical 
climates  more  than  would  be  sufficient  to 
provide  themselves  with  the  common  neces- 
saries of  life.  After  they  had  got  these, 
their  great  luxury  was,  to  repose  in  the 
shade,  and  this  was  a  luxury  which  they 
could  procure  by  refraining  from  labour  ; 
but,  begging  the  noble  Earl's  pardon,  he 
must  say,  that  he  was  inconsistent  with 
himself,  on  the  subject  of  this  question  of 
the  willingness  of  free  negroes  to  work  for 
hire.  In  some  of  his  former  communica- 
tions to  the  colonists  on  this  subject,  the 
noble  Earl  had  admitted  the  necessity  of 
coercion.  Indeed,  unless  he  was  much 
mistaken,  the  plan  of  emancipation  which 
the  noble  Earl  bad  himself  orijginally  pro- 
posed— and,  although  the  plan  was  not 
before  Parliament,  as  it  had  reached  the 
public  through  the  Press,  he  thought  he 
had  a  right  to  allude  to  it — in  that  plan  the 
noble  Earl  fully  admitted,  that,  unless  some 
very  strong  measures  were  taken,  it  was 
not  to  be  expected  that  the  manumitted 
slave  population  would  labour  for  hire,  and 
had  proposed  that,  in  order  to  induce  them 
to  labour,  there  should  be  a  measure  of 
coercion  in  the  shape  of  a  tax  on  the  im- 
port of  provisions.  Now,  he  would  be  glad 
to  know  bow,  if  the  negro  were  not  likely 
to  work  as  an  apprentice,  it  was  to  be  ex- 
pected that  he  would  work  after  the  period 
of  his  apprenticeship  had  expired,  and, 
consequently,  after  all  the  means  with 
which,  at  present,  the  planter  was  armed  to 
compel  that  work  were  at  an  end?  He 
could  not  indeed  conceal  from  himself  the 
fear,  that  the  consequence  of  the  removal 
of  all  control  would  be  a  total  and  com- 
plete cessation  of  the  valuable  produce  of 
the  colonies.  He  must  say,  that  he  consi-^ 
dered  the  Government  no  very  good  au- 
thority for  the  assertion  that  free  negroes 
would  be  found  willing  to  work  for  hire, 
for  Ministers  themselves  seemed  to  have 
no  fixed  opinion  on  the  subject.  They  first 
scut  out  their  Orders  in  Council,  which  they 
soon  withdrew  as  impracticable,  and  in  the 
2Q 
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short  space  of  three  months,  they  had 
changed  their  plan  several  tunes,  and  in 
some  of  its  most  important  features.  First, 
there  was  the  plan  by  which  the  negro  was 
to  be  coerced  into  labour  by  n  tax  on  pro- 
visions, which  would  force  him  to  do  a 
greater  share  of  work ;  that  was  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  loan  to  the  colonists  of 
15,000,000/.  He  wished  to  know  why 
were  they  to  give  or  to  lend  15,000,000/. 
to  the  colonists,  if  the  freed  negroes  were 
likely  to  work  ?  He  could  easily  under- 
stand the  principle  of  compensation  for  the 
difference  in  the  amount  of  labour  done  by 
the  slave  and  the  free  negro ;  but  then, 
what  became  of  their  boasted  improvement 
of  the  negro,  and  of  his  willingness  to  work, 
when  he  was  placed  in  a  great  degree  at 
his  own  disposal?  If  these  improvements 
were  as  they  were  described,  why  give 
compensation  ? — if  no  such  improvement 
was  yet  to  be  found,  then  all  tnese  mea- 
sures were  premature.  This  part  of  the 
plan  of  coercion  by  the  tax  on  provisions 
was  given  up :  and  then  came  the  plan  of 
apprenticeship,  which  was  also  to  be  ac- 
companied by  a  gift  of  15,000,000/.  [A 
noble  Lord:  20,000,000/.]  No;  that 
was  the  result  of  a  subsequent  change: 
for,  in  about  a  fortnight  afterwards,  just 
after  the  Easter  holidays,  they  found  this 
turned  into  a  gift  of  20,000,000/.  Now, 
seeing  that  these  various  changes  were 
made  by  the  same  set  of  noble  Lords  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen,  who  now  recom- 
mended the  Resolutions  before  the  House 
to  their  Lordships — seeing  so  little  accord- 
ance in  their  plans,  or  so  little  adherence 
to  any  fixed  principle — considering  that 
the  noble  Earl  in  his  address  to  the  House, 
had  led  some  of  the  most  important  parts 
of  the  measure  unexplained,  and  had 
touched  on  others  so  very  lightly,  he  must 
say,  that  he  looked  to  the  whole  plan  with 
less  of  confidence  than  he  had  ever  viewed 
any  great  measure  that  had  been  submitted 
to  Parliament.  If,  he  repeated,  these  free 
negroes  should  work,  and  if  there  should 
be  a  return  of  sugar  to  the  country,  for 
what  was  the  compensation  ?  A  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  another  place  had  stated,  as 
part  of  his  plan,  the  slave  was  to  give  only 
a  certain  portion  of  his  labour  to  his  mas- 
ter, and  another  part  was,  that  all  children 
of  slaves  to  be  born  hereafter,  and  all  at 
present  of  six  years  old,  were  to  be  de- 
clared free:  by  the  way,  in  this  plan,! 
which  he  mast  call  a  very  homely  one,  not ' 
a  word  was  said  about  who  was  to  have  * 


the  care  of  these  youn^  fmt   negroes. 
Formerly,  the  master  heA  ao  mtemt  tii 
takine  care  of  them,  which  was  nosr  udcen 
from  him,  and  not  a  word  was  said  about 
any  arrangement  with  respect  to  the  doe 
care  and  custody  of  them.    But  was  he  to 
understand  that  the  compensation  was  lo 
be  given  for  the  loss  thus  occastoned  to 
the  owner  ?    Another  part  of  the  plaa  was, 
that  the  slave  was  to  have  one^rourth  of 
his  labour  at  his  own  disposal ;  that  was, 
that  out  of  ten  hours  m  tlie  day,  be  was  to 
give  the  labour  of  seven  hours  and  a^faalf 
to  his  master,  and  to  have  two  hours  and 
a-half  to  himself,  which  he  might  give 
to  the  master  for  hire,  or  to  anv  other  per- 
son, or  dispose  of  it  in  any  t>ther  way  he 
pleased.     Was  he  to  understand  that  the 
compensation  was  to  be  glvtn  for  ibtsf 
Then,  at  the  end  of  twelve  years,  the  whole 
of  the  negro  population  was  to  be  declared 
free  for  ever.    Was  the  eompensallofi  to 
be  given  for  that  ?    AU  these  were  poiats 
on  which  the  noble  Earl  bad  not  toocbed, 
but  on  which  it  was  important  that  their 
Lordships  should  have  some  mformation, 
in  order  to  see  on  what  principle  it  was, 
that  compensation  was  to  be  given.     For 
his  own  part,  he  believed  that  the  loss  oc* 
casioned  to  the  West-India  colonisls  by 
this  measure,  would  be  mudi  greater  than 
had  been  admitted  by  the  Governtneot, 
and  of  course  he  admitted,  that  where 
there  was  loss  occasioned  by  the  tneasores 
of  Parliament,  there  ought  to  be  oooij^n* 
sation,  but  he  did  not  think  that  this  susi 
of  20,000,000/.  would  be  a  sufficient  com- 
pensation for  that  loss,  or  any  thing  like 
It.    There  were  many  classes  of  persons, 
who  would  be  great  losets  by  the  measure, 
who  would  not  be  included  in  the  pria* 
ciple    of  compensation,    in  the  way  in 
which  it  was  to  be  applied.    There  were 
some  who  had  no  land,  but  whose  whole 
property  lay  in  slaves,  and  who  would  kwe 
their  labour  withoutTeoeiving  any  compen- 
sation whatever.    This  was  a  point*  how- 
ever, on  which  the  noble  Barl  had  not  said 
anything.     But  there  was  another  part  of 
the  subject,  op  which  the  noUe  Earl  bad 
not  touched,  but  which,  nevertheless,  was 
most  material,  as  it  related  to  the  question 
of  the  labour  of  the  negro;  and  that  was  as 
to  the  probable  eifect  whieh  the  whole 
measure  might  have  on  the  commerce  of  the 
country.    Suppose — he  now  pot  the  case 
hypothetieally — suppose  it  should  turn  out 
that  the  slave  under  the  new  slate  oflhiags 
would  not  work,  must  there  not  be  an  ead 
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ml  OMi  to  that  ooninMfdial  int)eivoiini^» 
whiek'  had  ttittod  for  so  many  yatra,  with 
ao  amoh  idyootage  to  ut,  betwten  us  and 
t>ur  Woac*Iiidm  ooloniMf  Bm  not  only 
had  tUs  intereoofte  boen  of  immente  ad^ 
Taotago  10  as  In  a  commercial  point  of 
▼ieWf  iu  impoitance  bad  alao  been  felt  in 
our  navy»  and,  in  fact,  in  evarv  thing  which 
could  add  to  the  honour  and  the  glory  of 
the  empii^  He  might  be  told,  that  If  Bugar 
wcro  not  to  be  laiaed  in  oor  Went^India 
cokraiee,  they  coald  get  it  elsewhere,  and 
that  ha  tranqmrt  to  onr  thoree  would  give 
enployanent  to  the  eame  number  of  ehipe, 
and  to  the  same  eitnnt  of  trade,  lie  ad- 
mitted that  it  might ;  bat  il  was*  unneces^ 
aary  Ibr  him  to  remind  their  Loitiihipi  of 
the  aoperior  advantige  of  brineing  the  pro- 
duce of  their  ow*  eoloniee  m  their  own 
veaaela.  Then»  beaidea  the  adimntage  of 
oomtnerco,  there  waa  also  the  adtantage  of 
levenoe.  Were  their  Lordships  prepared  to 
risk  the  loes  of  the  amount  of  revenue  which 
was  laieed  ftom  their  colonial  produce  ? 
And  heve  he  would  beg  to  retir  to  what 
had  Miett  flrom  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
on  the  Woolsack.  The  noble  and  learned 
Lonl  had  said,  that  he  (the  Doha  of  Wel- 
lington) had  assumed  the  loss  of  revenue. 
He  had  not  gone  on  thatasaumpttou.  He 
had  aaki  (going  on  the  assumption  that  the 
free  oegro  would  not  work  on  the  sugar 
phwtatioos)  that  we  should  lose  the  mater 
part  of  the  revenue  which  we  now  derived 
from  our  colonial  sugar.  It  now  paid  24s. 
per  cwt  $  but  assuming  that  the  free  ne^ 
groes  would  not  work,  ami  that  sagar  were 
to  become  scarce,  could  they  expect  that 
It  wouM  pay  the  same  amount  of  rsvenue 
as  at  present  f  Where,  he  would  ask  the 
floUe  and  learned  Baron,  was  the  revenue 
of  5,000,000/.,  which  we  now  derived  fh)m 
tmr  West«-India  colonies,  to  come  ftum,  in 
the  case  which  he  had  assumed?  He  should 
be  glad  to  hear  the  noble  and  learned  Lord's 
eaplaoathm  of  that  subject.  He  would 
repeat,  that  if  sugar  became  scarce,  it  would 
of  cooree  be  raised  In  price,  and  would  not 
bear  the  same  amount  of  taxation  as  at 
prsseat;  and,  therelbre,  that  we  should 
lose  an  amount  of  revenue  to  that  extent. 
Tlmt  was  ail  he  had  said  as  to  the  assumed 
loss  of  revenue.  There  was  another  view 
of  this  part  of  the  subject,  which  he  thought 
Meeervtng  of  the  serkius  consideration  of 
their  Lordships.  Suppose  the  growth  of 
sugar  should^  from  the  causes  he  had  men-^ 
tioned,  UM  in  the  West  Indies,  where  were 
wo  to  get  swgar?   We  must  get  it,  no 


doubt,  from  the  colonial  of  other  countries 
in  whmh  it  wai  produced  by  slave  labour. 
This  was  an  hypothesis  which  he  thought 
well  dsaerved  the  attention  of  those  who 
were  most  anxious  to  abolish  slaverf. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  until  we 
should  be  enabled  to  import  sugar  f>om 
countries  which  could  raise  it  by  free  la- 
bour, we  must  be  content  to  take  it  firom 
those  which  raised  it  bv  skve  labour. 
What,  he  would  ask  their  Lordships, 
would  be  the  inevitable  rssultf  WouM 
it  not  be  the  renewal  of  the  slave 
trade,  with  all  the  added  horron  of  ito 
being  carried  on  in  a  contraband  man*- 
ner,  and  could  any  one,  who  seriously 
desired  to  put  an  end  to  slavery,  con- 
template with  calmness  such  a  result  of 
his  exertions  t  In  proportion  as  any  suck 
Individual  was  serious  in  his  wish  to 
put  an  end  to  slavery,  ao  should  he  bb 
cautious  and  pause  before  he  entered  into 
a  course  which  would  tend  much  more  to 
increase,  than  to  diminish  iu  extent. 
Their  Lordships  should  bear  in  mind  that 
we  were  greater  consumers  of  sugar  thaa 
all  the  rest  of  Europe  toeether;  and  he 
would  ask  how  could  our  demand  be  sup^- 
piied  (supposing  that  the  supply  flfom  our 
West* India  colonies  should  rail)  except  by 
the  produce  of  slave  labour  from  the 
colonies  of  other  countries  t  Another  part 
of  the  question,  on  which  the  noble  EafI 
had  told  them  something  that  evening, 
and  on  which  a  few  words  had  been  said 
by  a  noble  Eurl  (Earl  Orey)  opposite, 
in  answer  to  a  questmn  by  his  noble  friend 
(Lord  Ellenborongh)  yesterdav,  wai  the 
mode  of  proceeding  proposed  by  Qovem- 
ment  with  respect  to  the  Resolutionft 
befbre  the  House.  Although  he  was  weR 
aware  that  the  Government  could  have 
prevented  the  necessity  thev  were  under 
of  passing  some  measure  of  this  kind  — 
although  he  felt  this,  he  would  admit,  that 
they  ought  not  to  refuse  to  accede  to 
those  Resolutkms,  considering  what  had 
already  taken  place  on  the  subject —  con- 
sidering that  tne  House  of  Commons  had 
unanimously  adopted  them  (though  he 
knew  that  there  were  many  in  that  House 
who  thooght  that  a  diiikrent  course  ought 
to  have  been  pursued) — and  considering 
that  those  Resolutions  had  also  been  as- 
sented to  by  the  great  body  of  the  colonial 
interests  in  this  country,  and  that  they 
wouM  find  their  way  with  the  discussloos 
upon  them  to  the  colonies,  he  felt  that  It 
was  now  impossible  for  their  Lordships  to 
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refuse  their  assent  to  tbem,  and  he  should 
.be  the  last  man  to  advise  their  Lordships 
to  reject  tbem*  But  there  was  an  im- 
portant difference  between  the  mere  assent 
to  those  Resolutions  and  an  adoption  of  the 
xneans  by  which  they  were  to  be  carried  into 
effect.  He  should  prefer  that  they  should 
be  sent  out  to  the  colonies,  with  the  re- 
quest, that  the  Colonial  Legislatures  should 
carry  the  principle  of  them  into  execution 
by  measures  of  their  own.  This,  it  was 
admitted  by  those  best  acquainted  with 
the  question,  would  be  the  safest  mode 
.•of  carrying  the  measure  into  effect.  It 
appeared,  however,  that  these  Resolutions 
were  to  be  embcklied  into  a  Bill  which 
was  to  provide  the  means  of  carrying  them 
into  execution  in  the  colonies.  Before 
they  adopted  that  course,  he  would  beg 
of  their  Lordships  to  consider  seriously 
what  would  be  its  probable  results.  Sup. 
pose  the  Bill  were  to  adopt  the  principle 
of  the  first  Resolution — as  it  was  probable 
it  would — and  enact  that  slavery  should 
be  abolished,  he  would  ask,  what  was  to 
become  of  all  the  system  of  law  which 
had  been  established  in  the  colonies, 
founded  on  the  admitted  legality  of  slavery  ? 
He  would  admit,  that  the  moment  the  law 
passed  here,  it  being  paramount  to  the 
authority  of  any  local  legislature,  the 
whole  system  of  colonial  law  on  the  subject 
must  fall  to  the  ground,  and  that  without 
.any  provision  being  made  for  many  de- 
tails which  were  of  the  utmost  importance. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  thought  it 
would  be  the  safest  and  best  way  to  send 
out  the  Resolutions  ds  Resolutions  agreed 
to  by  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  that 
the  Colonial  Legislatures  should  be  invited 
in  a  temperate  and  conciliatory  tone  to 
«arry  them  into  operation  by  such  means 
•as  they  best  could.  He  would  admit,  that 
Government  might  have  some  good  grounds 
of  suspicion  as  to  the  sincerity  of  the 
Colonial  Legislatures  on  the  subject,  and 
particularly  that  of  Jamaica ;  but  he  had 
documents  then  before  him  which  he 
thought  gave  a  satisfactory  proof — proof 
which  was  believed  by  those  who  best 
understood  the  subject  in  this  country — 
that  the  colonies  did  intend  to  carry 
measures  of  this  kind  into  effect  themselves ; 
but  that  if  they  had  not  originated  any 
measure  of  the  kind,  it  was  because,  that 
up  to  this  time,  no  offer  had  been  made  to 
them  of  compensation  for  any  losses  which 
they  were  likely  to  sustain.  In  the  in- 
structions given  to  their  agents  who  were 


sent  over  to  this  country  to  attend  to 
their  interests  here,  particularly  as  related 
to  this  question,  thev  were  directed  to 
require  compensation  m  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  slave  labour  of  which  tbey 
were  to  be  deprived,  and  to  the  risk  which 
they  might  incur  from  the  change,  and 
also  to  demand  that  the  Oovemraent 
should  pay  the  expense  of  any  police 
regulations  which  it  might  think  it  ne* 
cessary  to  adopt  under  the  new  circum- 
stances which  would  arise  in  the  colonies. 
But  the  Government  had  acceded  to  the 
principle  of  compensation,  and  had  also 
agreed  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  main- 
tenance of  an  adequate  police  in  the 
colonies;  and  the  gentlemen,  therefore, 
to  whom  he  alluded  were  instmcted  to  say 
that  the  colonies  woi^^ld  assent.  Another 
document  to  which  he  would  refer,  was 
the  memorial  of  the  West-India  body,  in 
which  they  stated,  that  there  had  been  no 
refusal  on  the  part  of  the  West-India 
colonies,  for  that  no  offer  had  yet  been 
made  to  them  of  compensation  for  the  loss 
they  were  to  sustain — ^that,  so  far  from  the 
colonies  objecting,  they  would  assent  to 
the  proposition  of  Government  if  a  proper 
compensation  were  secured  to  them.  Tbey 
added  the  expression  of  their  belief  that 
the  legislature  of  Jamaica  would  be  ready 
to  adopt  the  views  of  Government,  and  to 
carry  them  into  effect  in  a  better  manner 
than  they  could  be  by  any  measure  passed 
by  Parliament ;  but  they  added,  that  they 
could  not  contemplate  without  alarm  the 
passing  of  a  law  which  was  .to  be  at  once 
binding  on  all,  rather  than  sending  out 
the  Resolutions  with  a  request  that  they 
might  be  carried  into  effect  by  the  local 
legislatures,  and  they  earnestly  recom- 
mended that  Government  should  adopt 
the  latter  course  as  the  most  effectual  way 
of  having  their  own  proposition  carried 
into  effect.  In  this  he  ( the  noble  Duke  ) 
fully  concurred,  for  he  felt  convinced,  that 
if  Government  adopted  the  plan  of  carry- 
ing those  Resolutions  into  operation  by 
passing  them  into  alaw,  they  would  degrade 
the  Colonial  Legislatures.  He  was  anxious 
to  impress  it  on  the  minds  of  their  Lord- 
ships, that  it  would  be  impossible  for  those 
legislatures  to  continue  to  govern  as  they 
ought  to  do  if  it  were  once  known  in  the 
colonies  that  this  measure  was  forced  npoi^ 
them  by  the  Government  and  the  Parlta* 
ment,  instead  of  its  being  allowed  to 
emanate  from  themselves.  Bat,  was  it 
possible  to  think  that  the  colonies  would 
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Mbmit  quietly  to  have  a  law  of  this  kiod 
forced  opon  them?  The  thing  was  im* 
possible.  It  was  in  the  nature  of  man  to 
resist  an  attempt  of  that  kind,  and  let  him 
ask  their  Lordships  what  must  be  the 
inevitable  consequence?  There  must  be 
a  contest,  in  which  the  Goyernment  and 
the  troops  would  be  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  white  population  on  the  other.  Would 
the  black  population  remain  neuter  in  such  a 
contest,  or  could  it  end  in  any  other  man- 
ner than  in  the  destruction  of  the  colo- 
nists themselves  ?  There  was  no  way  of 
avoiding  it  except  that  of  abandoning 
their  property,  and  leaving  all  in  the  hands 
of  the  black  population;  but  all  this  might 
be  prevented  if  the  Government  consented 
to  send  out  the  Resolutions  as  they  now 
were,  using  every  conciliatory  means  to 
induce  the  colonies  themselves  to  carry 
them  into  execution,  and  not  to  urge  them 
on  their  adoption  by  force.  He  would 
suggest  the  sending  out  a  commissioner  or 
commissioners  with  as  ample  powers  as 
might  be  necessary  to  srrange  with  the 
local  authorities.  Let  it  be  recollected 
that  it  was  no  trifling  matter  to  change  a 
nation  of  slaves  to  that  of  freemen. 
There  was  an  alteration  which  he  would 
propose  to  their  Lordships  to  make  in  the 
last  Resolution,  and  that  was  by  leaving 
out  the  words  **  upon  liberal  and  compre- 
hensive principles/'  He  was  desirous  that 
when  the  negroes  should  be  in  a  situation 
to  choose  their  religious  pastors,  they 
should  have  the  power  to  do  so;  but 
their  Lordships  must  not  conceal  from 
themselves  that  society  in  the  West  Indies 
liad  reason  to  suspect,  and,  rightly  or 
^"^rongly,  did  suspect,  that  certain  missi- 
onaries had  endeavoured  to  stir  up  the 
slaves  to  rise  against  their  masters.  He 
would  not  enter  into  any  examination  of 
the  grounds  upon  which  those  suspicions 
rested— they  might  be  unfounded — ^they 
might  be  not ;  but  the  fact  was,  that  so- 
ciety in  the  West  Indies  was  greatly  dis- 
turbed by  those  suspicions.  He  entreated 
their  Lordships  to  recollect  the  necessity 
of  conciliating  the  feelings  of  West>ln- 
dian  society  successfully,  if  they  wished 
to  carry  these  Resolutions  into  effect 
without  ill  will  and  even  without  blood- 
riied.  If  such  were  the  wishes  and  in- 
tentions of  their  Lordships,  they  must  do 
all  in«  their  power  to  conciliate  the  West- 
Indian  body ;  but  they  could  not  conciliate 
that  body  if  they  sent  out  to  them  this 

JUiolotion  in  the  form  to  which  it  ba4 


come  to  their  Lordships  from  the  other 
House  of  Parliament ;  for  this  Resolution* 
as  now  worded,  evidently  contemplated 
the  sending  out  a  new  band  of  mission- 
aries to  the  West  Indies ;  and  could  their 
Lordships  suppose  that  Uie  owners  of  pro- 
perty in  those  islands  would  willingly 
submit  to  such  a  measure  ?  Desiring  as 
he  now  did  the  success  of  these  Reso* 
lutions,  he  implored  their  Lordships  to 
strike  out  from  the  last  Resolution  the 
objectionable  words  to  which  he  had  called 
their  attention.  They  were  not  inserted  in 
the  Resolution  originally  by  his  Majesty's 
Government ;  but  they  were  adopted  upon 
the  recommendation  of  an  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
for  whom  he  entertained  a  very  sincere 
respect,  but  whose  amendment  in  this  in- 
stance, was  uncalled  for,  and  if  allowed 
to  remain  would  be  likely  to  lead  to  con« 
sequences  which  all  their  Lordships  would 
lament.  Under  these .  circumstances,  he 
would  again  implore  their  Lordships  to 
expunge  them  from  the  Resolution. 
Having  said  thus  much,  he  was  unwilling 
to  trespass  further  upon  their  attention ; 
butseeing  what  had  occurred  in  the  United 
States  and  in  St.  Domingo,  he  could  not 
help  again  expressing  his  opinion,  that  it 
would  have  been  better  to  have  postponed 
these  measures  for  a  few  years  longer,  until 
the  negroes  had  been  instructed  how  to 
bear  the  change  which  the  Legislature  was 
now  going  to  make  in  their  condition. 

Lord  Suffield  declared,  that  he  was  a 
little  disappointed  at  his  noble  friend 
having  taken  so  low  a  tone  in  recom- 
mending the  alterations  which  would  be 
effected  by  these  Resolutions.  He  would 
not,  however,  quarrel  with  it,  as  he 
thought  that  his  noble  friend  had  shown 
sufficient  grounds,  both  in  point  of  ex- 
pediency and  in  point  of  policy,  for  the 
important  change  which  he  proposed. 
It  had  been  said  in  the  course  of  the 
debate,  that  at  present  the  slave  was  not 
fit  for  freedom.  Be  that  as  it  might, 
he  was  sure  that  their  Lordships  would 
all  agree  that,  whether  fit  for  freedom 
or  not,  the  slave  was  prepared  to  take  it, 
if  their  Lordships  were  not  prepared  to 
give  it.  His  intelligence  had  increased 
much  of  late  years,  in  spite  of  the 
various  obstacles  which  his  roaster  had 
created  to  prevent  his  attaining  any 
intelligence ;  and  it  was  now  impossible 
to  keep  him  from  freedom ;  so  that  in 
giving  him  that  which,  they  could  no 
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longer  withhold.  Ministers  had  oot  odIj 
act^  humanely,  but  wisely.  There  were 
two  points  to  which  he  wished  to  call 
the  particular  attention  of  their  Lord* 
ships,  and  those  points  were  connected 
with  the  3rd  and  4th  Resolutions.  The 
third  Resolution  related  to  the  appren* 
ticeship  of  the  slave  for  a  certain  term 
of  years  before  he  could  obtain  uncon* 
ditional  emancipation*  Now,  he  was  not 
going  to  complain  of  that  as  an  injustice 
to  the  slave — he  was  not  going  into  an 
examination  of  his  abstract  right  to  the 
full  command  of  all  his  time ;  he  was 
only  looking  at  the  impolicy  of  this  Re- 
solution in  a  practical  point  of  view 
when  he  ventured  to  complain  of  it; 
for  he  had  the  success  of  this  scheme 
greatly  at  heart,  not  only  on  account  of 
the  oenefit  which  he  believed  it  would 
confer  upon  the  slave,  but  also  on  ac- 
count of  the  benefit  which  he  believed 
it  would  confer  upon  his  master,  and 
on  account  of  the  advantage  which  would 
accrue  from  the  improved  condition  of 
both  master  and  slave  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  parent  state.  He  had  also 
another  reason  which  was  paramount 
to  all  these  considerations.  He  looked 
upon  this  scheme  as  a  great  example, 
which,  if  it  succeeded,  would  secure  the 
extinction  of  slavery  throughout  the 
world.  Here  arose  his  objection  to  this 
system  of  apprenticeship;  it  was  cal- 
culated to  defeat  the  entire  object  which 
the  Resolutions  had  in  view.  That  it 
would  undergo  qualifications  both  in 
that  and  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment be  had  not  the  slightest  doubt. 
But  he  should  be  very  glad  to  get  rid 
of  it  altogether;  or  if  that  could  not 
be  accomplished,  to  fix  the  term  of  ap- 
prenticeship at  the  shortest  possible  pe- 
riod. He  confessed  he  should  wish  to 
see  the  adoption  of  a  proposition  made 
by  a  Member  of  the  other  House  of 
Parliament — namely,  that  onlv  a  part 
of  the  compensation-money  should  be 
paid  to  the  planters  in  the  nrst  instance; 
and  that  the  remainder  should  be  with- 
held until  the  termination  of  all  the 
apprenticeships.  He  was  persuaded  that 
these  apprenticeships  would  not  be 
found  beneficial  to  the  planters.  The 
negro  would  be  removed  from  fear  of 
the  lash,  but  would  not  have  sufficient 
stimulus  of  another  kind.  His  labour 
would  be  like  that  of  parish  labourers 
in  tbia  c^untryi  and    their  Lordships 


well  knew  how  valuebia  tka|  takovi 
was.  As  had  been  elsewhere  hqworotwiy 
stated,  the  twelve  years^  appreBti«adhi^ 
wouki  be  twelve  years  of  holidayi  te 
compensate  for  former  toils.  Wl^,  be 
would  ask,  was  this  lyatem  of  apprsw- 
ticeship  introduced  T  He  oould  not  mnawer 
the  why,  but  he  could  tell  their  Lordships 
when,  it  was  introduced'.  It  waa  n- 
trodticed  with  another  Tfeioua  propnaitioa, 
that  the  slave  should  work  out  hb  owa 
freedom.  That  proposition,  thank  God, 
had  been  got  rid  of,  and  he  dM  not  see 
why  this  proposition  ahould  now  be 
considered  necessary.  One  word  now  as 
to  the  Resolution  granting  eompenaatkNi, 
or  it  might  be  relief,  to  the  West^Indiaa 
proprietors.  He  would  not  qoarrol'  with 
the  amount  of  that  compensation,  pro- 
vided, that  it  enabled  their  Lordships  to 
accomplish  the  object  which  the  people 
of  England  had  in  yiew<»«>he  meant  com* 
plete  emancipation.  He  was  afirmid,  hew- 
ever,  that  the  people  of  England  wooM 
not  think  emancipation  complete  if  the 
system  of  apprenticeship  was  pawetered 
in ;  still,  if  they  were  desirous  to  make 
the  West-Indian  colonists  this  muntfieent 
grant  to  purchase  their  good-will  to  these 
Resolutions,  he  would  not  objeet  to  the 
large  amount  of  the  sum  contained  in  this 
Resolution.  He  could  not,  however,  re- 
frain from  stating,  that  in  the  way  of  hian, 
the  expenditure  of  this  sum  wooM  have 
been  mach  better,  and  quite  aa  efioctoal 
for  the  object  in  view.  The  noble  Dnke 
had  adverted  at  some  length  to  the  pio^ 
ceedings  of  Colonial  Legislaturea-%rMh  re- 
ference to  the  slaves  ;  and  had  aaaeitsd, 
that  from  those  proceedings  the  aiaves 
derived  much  benefit.  On  that  point  he 
difiered  from  the  noble  Dnke  in  Mw.  He 
did  not  think  that  the  colonists  had  legist 
lated  beneficially  in  any  materia)  de^ve 
for  the  slave  population.  On  anotber 
point  he  entirely  differed  from  the  noble 
buke.  The  noble  Dake  was  of  opinioQ^ 
that  when  the  negro  was  emancipatod, 
he  would  not  be  found  disposed  to  la- 
bour. Against  that  opinion  lie  (Loid 
Suflield)  appealed  to  the  evidennn  taken 
before  the  Committee  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  by  which  il  was  cstah>- 
lished,  that  the  free  negro  was  nna* 
versally  found  disposed  to  exeit  hineelf 
for  an  adequate  object.  Indeed,  why 
should  a  negro-  difier  fVom  homan  kind 
generally  in  dial  respect?  It  had  been 
proved  by  ^  evioeaee  lo  wbidi  lit 
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ttd^rerted,  tNt  the  emancipated  tlaye  did 
work  most  industrioualy  for  hire.  Hje 
had  read  a  great  deal  on  the  subjecty  and 
be  bad  naver  met  with  a  aingle  instance 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  an  emanci- 
pated slave  refused  to  work  for  wages. 
The  noble  Duke  had  alluded  to  the 
caae  of  Ck>lunabia.  The  state  of  the 
negro  in  Columbia,  however,  tended 
to  aupporl  his  objection  to  the  system 
of  apprenticeships;  for  the  negroes  in 
Celambia  were  not  in  a  perfect  state 
•f  freedom.  It  had  been  argued  by  the 
noblo  Duke,  that  by  the  Abdlition  of 
Slavery  in  our  colonies,  we  should 
encourage  the  slave-trade  in  places  not 
within  his  Majesty's  dominions.  He 
maintained  the  direct  reverse.  If  wc 
proceeded  as  we  ought,  we  should  show 
the  world  how  much  more  cheaply  sugar 
could  be  produced  bv  free  than  by 
compulsory  labour.  If  the  policy  on 
this  subject  which  ought  to  be  adopted 
wen  pursued  by  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, he  siooerely  believed  that  the 
eonaumem  of  sugar  in  thia  country  would, 
ia  a  few  years,  be  saved  the  20,000,000/. 
of  compensation,  which  it  was  proposed 
to  grant  to  the  West-India  proprietors. 
When  he  recollected  that  it  cost  the 
inhabitania  of  this  country  a  million  and 
a*half  annually  to  support  the  wretched 
ayatem  now  eiistiog,  he  sincerely  believed, 
that  by  adopting  a  wise  course  of  policy, 
by  opening  a  free  trade  in  sugar,  and  by 
other  meaaurea  of  a  similar  description, 
thia  country  would  in  a  short  period  be 
mmbnrsed  the  sum  in  question.  One 
teaMirk  now  upon  the  words  to  which  the 
noUe  Duke  had  taken  objection— to 
which  the  religioiis  part  of  the  public 
attached  so  much  weights— and  without 
which  he  was  certain  that  they  would 
never  be  aatisiied.  The  words  of  that 
Reaohition  went  a  long  way  to  reconcile 
the  people  of  England  to  the  enactments 

Cpceed  in  the  other  Resolutions.  The 
ml  and  comprehensive  principlea  on 
which  it  was  proposed  to  carry  on  reli* 
giena  instraetion  in  our  West-India  eolo- 
niea  wein  poiata  to  which  the  peophs  of 
England,  aad  partieelarly  the  religious 
portion  of  them,  attached  great  import- 
ance. He  waa  unwilling,  upon  this  oc- 
ensioB»  tn  refer  to  the  pecaecution  of 
leli^poM  sects  which  had,  he  was  sorry  to 
aajr  it>  taken  place  in  aome  of  our  coloaiea. 
To  peavent  irritation,  he  wouM  abstain 
fM»  ill  b«t  he  abauined  horn  it  with 


difficulty  when  he  heard  the  noble  Duka 
making  the  false  insinuation — of  course 
he  did  not  mean  to  apply  these  words  to 
the  noble  Duke  personally — that  the  mis- 
sionaries were  the  instigators  of  the  recent 
insurrections  in  the  colonies.  Were  not 
the  greatest  pains  taken  by  the  colonisia 
to  make  out  that  fact?  The  most  un- 
warrantable measures  were  taken  to  prove 
it ;  and  yet,  upon  the  minutest  investiga* 
tion  not  a  single  fact  was  elicited  to  jus- 
tify such  a  suspicion.  He  had  now  done  : 
he  had  not  gone  into  the  abstract  ques- 
tion of  the  right  of  one  man  to  have  pro- 
perty in  another ; — he  had  confined  him* 
self  to  replying  to  the  observations  of  the 
noble  Duke  which  he  found  on  his  notes. 
He  concluded  by  expressing  a  sincere 
and  cordial  wish  for  the  success  of  these 
Resolutions  in  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington :  I  beg  leave 
to  say,  that  I  made  no  insinuations  at  all 
against  the  missionaries. 

Lord  Suffield  begged  pardon,  but  he  had 
understood  the  noble  Duke  to  say  that 
some  people  in  the  colonies  supposed  the 
missionaries  to  have  been  the  instigators 
of  the  late  insurrections  in  the  West  In- 
dies. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington :  I  said,  that 
the  missionariea  were  accused  of  such  in- 
stigation in  the  colonies.  I  said,  that  I 
would  not  stay  to  inquire  whether  they 
were  accused  truly  or  falsely.  I  made 
no  insinuation  against  them.  I  only 
spoke  of  the  feeling  existing  in  the  colo* 
nies« 

The  Earl  of  Hareuxfcd  thought,  that  at 
the  present  moment  it  would  have  been  as 
well  if  the  noble  Baron,  who  was  so  pro- 
minent a  member  of  the  Anti-slavery  As- 
sociation, and  who  was  himself  objecting 
to  that  part  of  the  Resolutions  which  es- 
tablished the  system  of  apprenticeship, 
had  abstained  from  using  such  language 
aa  that  which  he  had  used  when  he  said 
that  the  slaves,  if  they  could  not  get  their 
freedom  quietly,  were  prepared  to  take  it. 
The  noble  Baron  had  likewise  said,  that 
the  free  negroes  were  on  all  occasions 
willing  to  work,  and  had  referred,  in  proof 
of  his  assertions,  to  the  reports  of  the 
Committees  of  both  Houses.  Now,  he 
de6ed  the  noble  Lord  to  point  out  a  single 
instance  in  those  reports  in  which  it  waa 
atated  that  free  negroes  ever  laboured  at 
the  coltivatKMi  of  sugar ;  and,  moreover, 
he  challenged  the  ooWe  Und  to  poiet  em 
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a  single  case  where,  on  that  question  beings 
put,  the  answer  was,  that  any  such  labour 
was  known.  As  to  free  negroes  engaging 
in  other  species  of  labour,  it  might  be  so; 
but  with  regard  to  sugar — 

Lord  Suffield ;  What  says  Admiral  Fle- 
ming ? 

.  The  Earl  of  Harewood :  What !  Does 
he  say  that  he  saw  free  negroes  working 
at  sugar  ?     Does  he  say  that  ? 

LordiS^u^cW;  Yes. 
.    The  Earl  of  Harewood:  Not  in  the  Re- 
port of  our  House,  certainly  ? 

Several  Lords :  In  the  evidence  before 
the  other  House. 

The  Earl  of  Harewood :  "  I  have  only 
read  the  evidence  taken  before  our  House. 
If  I  am  in  error  let  it  be  so ;  but  it  was 
denied  in  our  Committee  in  every  instance. 
There  may  be  that  instance,  but  I  am  sure 
that  there*  is  no  other."  The  noble  Earl 
then  said,  that  he  would  proceed  to  speak 
to  the  Resolutions.  He  complained  of 
the  treatment  which  the  West-India  body 
had  experienced  at  the  hands  of  Govern- 
ment. He  said,  that  there  had  been  no 
disposition  shown  on  the  part  of  Go- 
vernment to  take  any  measures  for  the 
protection  of  their  property.  He  was 
sorry  to  remark,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  various  pledges  which  had  been  given 
at  different  times  on  this  subject,  a  mass 
of  crude  and  undigested  proceedings  had 
been  adopted  by  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. Without  reference  either  to  the 
interests  or  to  the  safety  of  the  colonies, 
and  with  reference  only  to  the  interest  of 
the  slaves,  had  this  matter  been  con- 
ducted ;  and  up  to  the  very  moment  at 
which  he  was  addressing  their  Lordships 
there  had  been  no  fair  and  direct  com- 
jnunication  made  to  the  West-India  body 
by  the  Government,  relating  either  to  the 
preservation  or  the  destruction  of  their 
property.  With  regard  to  these  Reso- 
lutions, all  the  information  which  they  re- 
ceived was  received  at  a  very  late  period, 
and  appeared  contemporaneously  in  the 
public  prints  of  the  same  evening.  Since 
that  time  no  distinct  communication  had 
been  made  to  them  on  the  part  of  Go- 
vernment, notwithstanding  that  their  pro- 
perty in  the  West  Indies,  notwithstanding 
that  their  lives,  notwithstanding  that  the 
best  interests  of  this  country,  were  all  at 
stake.  Up  to  this  moment  no  distinct 
mode  of  proceeding  had  been  adopted  for 
communicating  with  the  West- India  body. 
.He  (the  Earl  of  Harewood)  had  bad  op- 


portunities of  knowing  the  tentiiDCttU  oi 
that  body,  as  well  from  his  knowledge  of 
individaals,  as  from  the  eiprseioas  of 
their  opinions  at  public  meetings  ;  and  he 
would  then  state,  on  his  own  reeponmbi- 
lity,  that  there  was  no  cause  whatevM  for 
entertaining  those  suspicions  which  were 
indulged  in  by  some  noble  LordK  He 
could  affirm,  that  they  were  disposed  cor- 
dially to  concur  in  the  measnres  of  Go- 
vernment for  the  amelioration^ of  the  con- 
dition of  the  slaves.  He  could  assure  the 
noble  Earl  that  there  existed  among  then 
a  determined  desire  to  carry  the  measmes 
of  Crovemment  into  execution,  became 
they  were  sensible  that  the  mere  agitation 
of  this  question  had  already  produced  a 
state  of  the  utmost  danger  among  that 
population.  He  thought  that  the  case  of 
the  West-India  authorities,  under  such 
circumstances,  could  not  but  be  considered 
as  somewhat  hard ;  and  he  would  ask  any 
man  of  common  undeistandiog  whether 
persons  would  be,  or  could  be,  or  ought  t» 
be,  content  withsuch  proceedings— namdjt 
that  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
should  suspend  a  law  over  the  heads  of 
the  legislative  bodies  in  the  West-India 
colonies,  and  tell  them  that  .they  might 
in  the  mean  time  enact  what  they  (the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain)  had  enacted; 
but  that  otherwise  the  law  would  be  car- 
ried into  effect  without  their  concusrence. 
He  was  aware  that  there  were  certain  de*- 
tails  which  were  to  be  left  entirely  to  the 
Colonial  Legislatures ;  but  what  was  the 
effect  of  this  arrangement  ?  The  Imperial 
Parliament  was  to  enact  the  freedom  of 
the  negro ;  but  was  to  leave  to  the  Colo- 
nial  Legislatures  the  odium  of  enacting  the 
penalties  and  punishments  which  mast  be 
appointed  in  order  to  carry  the  plan  into 
effect.  He  was  sure,  that  it  most  be  the 
wish  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  to  uphold 
the  authority  of  the  Colonial  Legtslatwes, 
and  he  would,  therefore,  implore  them  Id 
take  into  their  consideration  the  propriety 
of  leaving  the  matter  to  these  assemblies. 
He  was  persuaded  that  they  were  deter- 
mined to  meet  these  Resolutions  with  their 
best  endeavours  for  the  good  of  thealtifes. 
He  stated  that  from  convictkm:  for  he 
knew,  that  the  West-India  planteia  weie 
convinced  that  society  in  these  colonies 
could  not  possibly  continoe  any  longer  in 
the  state  in  which  it  was«  Why,  then,  throw 
this  stumbling-block  in  the  sray  of  the 
colonial  assemblies,  and  compel  Ihem  to 
do  tbet  which  they  were  ready  to  do  tf 
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ibek  own  fnoe  wiU  ?  There  was  sometbiog 
to  be  said  also  respecting  the  mode  io 
which  the  planter  was  to  receive  the  com- 
pensaticQ ;  but  he  did  not  insist  further 
upon  that;  for  he  was  happy  to  say,  that 
no  feeling  existed  in  the  minds  of  the 
West-India  body,  which  would  impede  the 
carrying  of  the  wishes  of  Government 
into  full  effect  if  the  matter  were  left  to 
them.  If  it  were  not  left  to  them»  it  would 
create  the  greatest  anxiety  as  to  the  sta-* 
bility  of  the  British  authorities  in  the 
inlands.  He,  therefore,  took  this  oppor- 
iuwty  to  suggest,  in  as  strong  terms  as  he 
could*  that  the  West-India  lx>dy  felt  that 
they  bad  no  interest  which  could  induce 
tlieai  to  act  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of 
the  British  Parliament.  He  had  used  all 
the  means  in  his  power  to  bring  them  to 
that  conclusion,  and  he  had  succeeded, 
lie  was  sure  they  were  now  ready  to  act 
iu  conformity  with  the  principles  of  these 
Resolutions,  and  to  act  with  perfect  good 
will  and  honesty.  There  existed  no  ill 
feeling  among  them  upon  the  subject ;  and, 
therefore,  that  was  another  reason  for 
wi&hing  that  the  thing  should  be  effected 
by  the  Colonial  Legislatures  themselves. 
This  course  was  objected  to  in  consequence 
of  certain  circumstances  which  had  oc- 
curred in  Jamaica;  but  these  circum- 
atances  bad  reference  to  a  different  state 
of  things  which  then  existed  in  that  co- 
lony. The  circumstances  which  were  ap- 
plicable to  the  state  of  things  then  were 
not  applicable  to  the  state  of  things  now ; 
and,  it  was,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  refer 
to  these  circumstances  in  order  to  judge  of 
the  probable  conduct  of  tlie  Legislature  in 
future. 

£ari  Grey  said,  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  trouble  their  Lordships  at  any  length 
upon  this  occasion ;  but  he  could  not  help 
offering  them  a  few  words,  more  parti- 
cularly in  consequence  of  the  observations 
which  had  just  fallen  from  the  noble  Earl 
opposite.  He  could  assure  their  Lordships 
that  thofe  was  not  a  man  in  the  House  who 
felt  more  strongly  than  he  did  all  the 
importaaca,  all  the  delicacy,  and,  he  was 
avtto  going  to  say,  all  the  dangers  which 
attended  the  settlement  of  this  question. 
Jla  could  assure  them  that  his  Majesty's 
Governmeat  had  applied  themselves  to  it 
under  the  pressure  of  a  strong  necessity 
thai  was  ootto  be  avoided.  How  it  hap- 
jpmied  that  a  necessity  so  strong  as  not  to 
be  avoided  had  happened,  it  was  not  for 
him  00  that  occasioo  to  inquire.    Unhap- 


pily, those  preparatory  measures  which 
every  thinking  man  considered  as  neces- 
sary  to  be  taken  for  the  accomplishment 
of  that  conclusion  at  which  all  wished  to 
arrive,  and  which  all  contemplated  as  the 
necessary  consequence  of  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade,  had  not,  he  regretted  to 
say  it,  been  taken  by  the  colonial  assem- 
blies. Those  preparatory  measures  not 
having  been  taken,  things  came  to  their 
present  condition  in  the  West  Indies  and 
at  home — in  the  West  Indies  from  the 
state  of  uncertainty  in  which  every  thing 
was  kept,  at  home  from  the  pressure  ^ 
public  opinion,  which  became  so  cogent 
and  irresistible,  that,  he  stated  it  broadly 
and  undisguisedly  to  their  Lordships,  the 
Government,  whether  that  of  the  noble 
Duke  or  of  those  Ministers  in  whose  hands 
it  was  now  unworthily  placed,  must  of 
necessity  yield  to  it.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, Government  had  applied  it- 
self sedulously,  as  he  had  already  stated, 
to  the  removal  of  the  difficulties  which 
environed  the  subject.  And  here  he  could 
not  refrain  from  expressing  his  extreme 
surprise  at  the  complaint  made  by  the 
noble  Earl  respecting  the  hard  manner  in 
which  the  West-India  body  had  been 
treated  by  Government.  He  could  assert 
with  confidence,  that  during  all  these  dis- 
cussions, in  every  measure  which  had  ever 
been  in  contemplation,  there  had  been  the 
most  sincere  and  anxious  desire  and  the 
roost  unremitting  exertion  on  the  part  of 
Government  to  conciliate  the  West-India 
body.  The  Government  was  willing  to 
enter  into  the  most  unreserved  communi- 
cation with  them;  but  that  willingness 
was  met  on  their  part  with  nothing  but 
difficulties,  for  he  would  not  use  a  stronger 
term,  and  when  Government  asked  them 
to  indicate  a  measure  which  in  their  opin* 
ion  was  qualiGed  to  meet  the  necessity,  of 
which  they  never  denied  and  of  which  the 
noble  Earl  acknowledged  the  existence 
they  told  the  Government  in  the  plainest 
terms  that  they  had  no  proposal  whatever 
to  make.  Government  had  all  along 
sought,  by  the  best  lights  which  it  could 
obtain,  to  settle  this  question ;  and,  if 
the  noble  Duke  would  only  look  to  its 
immense  and  multifarious  difficulties,  to 
the  complication  of  matters  involved  in 
it,  and  to  the  multiplicity  of  interests  in- 
timately connected  with  it,  he  would  find 
an  excuse  for  the  measures  of  different 
characters  which  had  been  proposed  at 
different  timesi  and  for  the  conclusion  to 
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which  the  Oovernment  had  come  at  last. 
This  was  the  general  course  in  all  matters 
of  difBcuHy  v^ich  men  undertook  with  a 
view  to  their  settlement.  They  propose 
at  first  plans,  which  they  atlerwaids  find 
it  necessary  to  abandon,  and  thus  at  last 
by  long  consideration  they  come  to  those 
which  they  think  best  calculated  to  carry 
them  to  the  conclusion  at  which  they  are 
desirous  to  arrive.    In  answer  to  thecom- 

filaint  of  the  noble  Earl  that  the  West- 
ndia  body  had  not  been  treated  with 
common  fairness  by  the  Government,  he 
would  reply-* first,  that  if  the  charge  were 
true,  it  was  contrary  to  the  intention  of 
the  Government;  and  next,  that  if  the 
noble  Earl  would  look  but  calmly  at  past 
transactions,  he  would  see  that  there  was 
not  the  slightest  foundation  for  the  charge. 
But  one  article  of  the  noble  Earl's  com- 
plaint was,  that  the  very  plan  now  de- 
tailed in  the  Resolutions  of  the  House, 
was  only  proposed  to  the  West- India 
body  simultaneously  with  its  appearance 
in  the  public  prints.  How  that  si- 
multaneous publication  took  place  he 
did  not  know.  It  was  not  made  by 
anthority  of  Government.  As  soon  as 
the  plan  was  arranged,  it  was  forwarded  to 
the  West-India  body,  and  that  very  even- 
mg  it  appeared,  in  a  newspaper  not  in 
any  way  connected  with  the  Oovernment 
^not  supporting  it — a  newspaper  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  Government — he  meant 
The  Standard,  How  it  was  sent  to  that 
print  he  could  not  conjecture.  Perhaps 
some  of  the  noble  Earl's  fViends  would  be 
better  able  to  explain.  But  then,  said  the 
noble  Earl,  *'  if  these  Resolutions  be  sent 
out  to  the  colonies,  he  would  undertake 
that  enactments  would  be  made  in  the 
colonies  in  perfect  good  faith  with  the 
spirit  of  these  Resolutions."  He  was  un- 
willing, in  reply  to  that  observation,  to 
say  anything  which  was  likely  to  create 
irritation,  or  to  add  to  the  existing  difficul- 
ties of  this  subject ;  but  he  must  fVankly 
confess  to  their  Lordships  that  he  did  not 
think  that  Parliament  would  perform  its 
duty,  if,  having  passed  these  Resolutions, 
it  did  not  take  effectual  measures  to  secure 
their  becoming  law  in  the  colonies.  The 
noble  Earl  had  also  stated,  though  ratlier 
prematurely,  the  nature  of  the  bill  which 
was  to  be  introduced  to  carry  the  details 
of  the  measure  into  execution.  Did  not 
that  prove  that  there  was  no  want  of  com* 
munication  between  the  Government  and 
Hie  Weat-lmiia  body,  of  whicb  the  noble 


Earl  was  so  dittioguiaked  a  Manber! 
Had  not  the  noble  Earl  said  enou^  to 
show,  that  he  did  not  want  infbrmatioQ 
upon  the  subject  ? 

The  Earl  of  Harewood  aaid,  tlml  he 
had  not  entered  into  any  details*  what  he 
complained  of  was,  that  the  naiuTe  »f  the 
measure  was  not  earlier  eommunicalod  to 
the  West-Indian  body. 

Earl  Gfpey  wonld  not  press  that  pari  of 
his  argument    any  further.    The   noble 
Earl  had,  however,  gone  on  to  say,  tliat 
our  present  mode  of  proceedtng^  wookl 
be  injurious  to  the  legislative  aftaeanbiies 
of  the  colonies,  and  would  place  tliera 
in  difficulties  which  would  aggravate  all 
the  other  dangem  of  the  aobjed.     Now, 
how  did  the  matter  really  stand?     And 
what  did  the  noble  Earl  advise  tlie  Goveni- 
ment  to  do?    The  noble  Earl    recom- 
mended them  fo  send  out  Resokitiena  ea 
the  subject  to  the  Colonial  Legialatures, 
and  let  them  pass  laws  in  conformity  with 
those  Resolutions.  If  they  delayed  passing 
such  laws,  the  Imperial  Parliaasent  migbt 
then  enact  a  measure  to  do  that  whieb  the 
colonial  legislatures  refused  to  do.     Now, 
in  his  (Earl  Grey's)  mind,  this  plan  ap- 
peared to  be  obnoxious  to  all  the  ob- 
jections which  the  noble  Earl  had  stated 
to  apply  to  the  course  adopted  by  Gevera. 
ment.    The  noble  Earl  said,    thai  the 
Government  measure  would  leave  all  the 
grace  and  favour  of  aboiiahiog  alavery 
with  the  English  Parliament,  aad  all  tbe 
odium  of  carrying  the  detaib  kite  efleet 
with  the  Colonial  Legislatuies.    Tbe  same 
objectkm  would  equidly  i^pply  to  the  mode 
of  proceeding  recommended  by  the  noble 
Earl,  because,  if  Resolutions  were  to  be 
sent  out  from  this   country,    and    laws 
passed  in  conformity  with  them  hy  the 
Colonial   Legislatures,    it   could  not  be 
denied,  that  the  conduct  of   the  local 
assemblies  would  be  regulated  and  oon«> 
trolled  by  the  expression  of  the  scatiascnts 
and  determination  of  the  British  Perlia* 
ment,  while  any  odium  whfah  might  attach 
to  paming  the  laws  must  fell  on  the  mtum 
body.    In  this  respeot,  therafofUt  ha  saw 
no  diflference  between  the  ceurae  pemuad 
by  the  Goremment,  and  that  pomted  out 
by  the  noUe  Earl ;  but  this  pecuhar  ad* 
vantage    belonged  to   tbe   pka  of  the 
Government  over  that  of  the  aoble  Barl«* 
that  it  provided  by  a  geoaral  law  anaefeiiig 
the  otttlios  of  the  phn  of  emaacipatiaa^ 
and  leaving  the  details  to  ha  filled  ap  hy 

the  Local  Legislat«rei|  mmm$  fcr  • 
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felly  tMoieat,  lad  coDvcnient  execution 
mi  the  neesoie*  He  believed,  that  tome 
«Mh  eeoufily  ee  that  provided  by  Govern- 
neot  wet  oeoeseary  to  tatMly  toe  people 
of  Biiglandy  and  was  leqoisite  to  eoaure 
the  seal  and  effective  execation  of  the 
Oovemmanl  pkin.  He  had  already  ex* 
preaMd  hit  upwiUingiieaa  to  advert  to 
aubjecte  which  had  given  occaaion  to 
renitiach  and  disaatiahction }  but,  after 
wnai  had  been  atatad  by  the  noble  Duke 
oppoaitet  he  muat  be  allowed  to  aay,  that 
IIm  eonduet  of  the  Lagtalaturea  of  the 
eolaniea  on  thia  queation,  had  not  been 
attoh  aa  inapired  him  with  con6dence  that 
they  would  carry  the  meaaurea  of  Oovern- 
nent  hk\y  into  exectition  unleaa  under 
the  operation  of  aoroe  preaaure.  It  waa 
not  without  great  aurpriae  he  heard  it 
atatad  by  the  noble  Duke,  that,  from  the 
tine  of  the  paaaing  of  Mr.  Canning'a 
ReaohitioDa  in  1833,  a  continual  courw 
•f  impn|vament  in  the  condition  of  the 
alavea  had  been  going  on  by  means  of  the 
enactmenia  of  the  colonial  aaaembliea,  in 
eonformilT  with  the  apirit  of  those  Reso- 
lotiooa ;  tiwt  that  improvement  had  been 
aoch  aa  to  meet  the  just  expectations  of 
the  Parliament ;  and  that  all  the  Colonial 
SecreUriea  of  State,  from  18Q3  to  1830, 
bad  faaqueatly  expressed  their  satiafaction 
at  the  mode  in  which  the  legialative  aa* 
aembKaa  had  complied  with,  what  he  must 
call,  the  injunctions  of  the  British  Parlia- 
nwnt.  Though  he  took  no  great  share  in 
the  diaeuaaioBia  which  had  ariaen  on  thia 
subject  duriag  the  period  he  had  mentioned, 
and  therefore  could  not  be  juatly  expoaed 
to  the  reproach  which  he  had  heard  oaat  out, 
of  having  agitated  the  public  mind  on  this 
questHNi,  yet  he  had  some  recdiection 
of  what  bad  ooourred,  for  he  had  alwaya 
felt  in  it  the  deepeat  interest;  and  their 
Lordships  would  not  think  that  surprisiug, 
if  they  bore  in  mind  that  one  of  the 
eailieBt  meaaurea  which  he  aupported  after 
hia  introduction  into  Parliament,  now 
nearlv  half  a  century  ago,  waa  a  meaaure 
far  the  abolition  of  the  alave  trade.  He 
bad  voted  with  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox  fer 
the  aocompliahment  of  that  object — an 
obieet  wliieh,  perhaps,  the  moat  powerful 
Minister  that  ever  directed  the  affairs  of 
this  ODuntry  in  the  xenith  of  his  power 
had  been  uoaUe  to  effect,  and  which  waa 
left  to  be  aooomplished  by  an  administra«- 
tieo  of  which  fan  (Earl  Orey)  formed  an 
unworthy  member^he  meant  that  of  Mr. 
fagasd  Lo|d  Oieufilto*    It  was  his  lot, . 


indeed,  to  introduce  into  the  other  Hous^ 
of  Parliament,  the  Bill  which  finally 
abolished  the  slave  trade ;  and  he  certainly 
felt  a  pride  and  satisfaction  in  having,  as 
a  member  of  that  administratbn  and  ak 
an  individual,  lent  hia  humble  effbrta  to 
carry  into  effect  the  ultimate  abolition 
of  that  odk>us  traffic.  It  could,  therefore, 
not  be  surprising,  that,  on  the  subject 
which  their  Lordships  were  now  called  on 
to  consider,  he  should  feel  a  deep  interest. 
He  had  ever  regarded  th^  part  he  had 
taken  in  the  abolition  of  tne  slave  trade 
with  satisfaction  and  pride,  and  he  looked 
forward  with  similar  feelings  to  the  success 
of  the  measure  for  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
to  which,  both  aa  a  man  and  a  Minister, 
he  had  lent  hia  humble  assistanoe.  But, 
to  revert  to  the  course  pursued  by  Mr. 
Canning,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Colonial 
Legislatoraa,  he  muat  obaerve,  that  ao  late 
aa  1826  and  1837,  that  Minister  com- 
plained of  the  Colonial  Legislatures  having 
done  nothing  to  advance  the  objects  to 
which  the  faith  of  Parliament  waa  pledged ; 
and  he  went  so  far  aa  to  aay,  that  he 
would  try  them  for  one  or  two  yean 
longer,  but  that  if,  at  the  end  of  that 
period,  aomething  waa  not  done  by  them, 
It  would  be  the  imperative  duty  of  Parlia* 
ment  to  interfere.  But  he  waa  aurprised 
to  hear  the  noble  Duke  aay,  that  aome- 
thing had  been  done  aince  that  time,  when 
he  recollected  that  no  longer  ago  than  the 
year  1 830,  a  few  montha  before  the  termina- 
tion of  the  noble  Duke'a  Adminiatration, 
Sir  Robert  Peel  admitted  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  a  Motion  brought  forvrard 
by  his  noble  and  learned  friend  on  the 
Woolsack,  that,  far  from  the  condition  of 
the  negroes  having  advanced  in  a  constant 
course  of  improvement  in  consequence 
of  the  acta  of  the  Colonial  Legislaturea, 
the  Colonial  Legialatures  had  a  disin- 
ciinatk)n  to  improve  the  condition  of  their 
slaves.  The  right  hon.  Oeutleman  then 
used  these  remarkable  worda:    '  He  hoped 

*  that  there  would  be  no  pretext  fumiahed 
'  to  their  (the  Local  Legislatures),  over 

*  anxiety  for  their  own  intereata  by  the 
^  forcible  interference  of  the  Legialature  at 

<  home  to  attempt  to  prolong  the  de^ 
'  pendence  of  their  alavea,  and  that  the 

*  Weat-Indian  Legislatures  would  aet  about 
'  in  good  earnaat  improving  the  condition 

*  of  the  negroes,  in  order  to  prepare  tliem 
'  for  the  reception  of  more  important  con* 
*•  ceaaiona  hereafter;  thus  warding  off  in 

<  time  the  dangers  which  were  possibly 
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'  to  be  anticipated  from  that  interfereDce 

*  of  which  they  were  so  apprehensive,  but 

*  for  which  nothing  but  their  own  dis- 
'  inclination  to  attempt  the  improvement 

*  of  their  slave  population  could  furnish 
'  Parliament  with  a  motive,  or  their  ene- 
'  mies  with  a  pretext/  *  In  point  of  fact, 
then,  it  appeared  that  in  1830  nothing 
had  been  done,  and  therefore  he  was  greatly 
surprised  to  hear  the  enumeration  of  laws 
read  by  the  noble  Duke  as  in  operation  in 
the  West-Indies.  When  he  heard  the 
statement  of  the  noble  Duke,  he  supposed 
that  those  laws  were  universal  enactments, 
in  force  in  all  the  colonies ;  but  he  under- 
. stood  that  the  law  relating  to  compulsory 
manumissions,  on  which  the  noble  Duke 
seemed  to  lay  some  stress,  did  not  prevail 
in  a  single  West-Indian  colony,  and  was 
only  in  force,  under  certain  restrictions  in, 
the  Bahama  Islands.  The  fact  was,  a 
constant  unwillingness  bad  been  shown  on 
the  part  of  the  Local  Legislatures,  in  spite 
of  expostulations,  remonstrances,  and  even 
the  entreaties,  of  every  succeeding  Ad- 
ministration, to  do  that  which  Mr.  Can- 
ning's Resolutions,  sanctioned  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, required.  It  had  been  truly  stated 
In  another  place,  that  nothing  was  more 
outrageous  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  of 
this  country, .  than  subjecting  females  to 
the  degradation  of  capital  punishment. 
Had  this  disgraceful  mode  of  punishment 
been  abolished  in  the  colonies?  Mr. 
Canning  had  advised  its  abolition,  and 
a  division  took  place  on  the  question  in 
the  legislative  assembly  of  Jamaica,  when 
there  appeared  twenty-five  members  for 
the  continuance  of  female  flogging,  and 
three  against  it.  He  was  not  disposed  to 
deny  that  some  measures  of  inferior  conse- 
quence, but  improvements,  as  far  as  they 
went,  had  been  adopted  by  the  Colonial 
Legislatures;  yet  nothing  effectual  had 
been  done  towards  carrying  into  effect  the 

'objects  so  much  desired  by  the  people  and 
Parliament  of  this  country.  This  was  the 
complaint  made  by  Mr.  Huskisson ;  and 
every  Secretary  of  State,  not  excepting 
Sir  George  Murray  (who  had  himself  sent 
out  two  circular  letters  on  the  subject), 
bad  been  under  the  necessity  of  addressing 
strong  remonstrances  to  the  colonial  as- 
semblies in  consequence  of  their  neglect 
of  the  measures  recommended  for  their 
adoption  by  Mr.  Canning's  Resolutions. 

•  Hansard  (new  series)  wv.  p.  1210,  . 


This  being  the  state  of  the  case,  it  appeoni 
to  the  Government,  looking  at  the  qocstioi 
with  reference  both  to  time  and  circum- 
stances, that  they  could  take  no  other 
course  but  one  having  in  view  the  establish- 
ment of  complete  emancipation.  He»  for 
one,  should  have  been  most  glad  to  have 
seen  that  object  gradually  accomplished 
by  means  of  those  preparatory  measures 
which  the  noble  Duke  said  had  been  in  a 
constant  course  of  execution.  The  noble 
Duke  said,  that  it  had  always  been  under- 
stood, that  the  negroes  were  to  be  pre- 
pared for  freedom  by  preparatory  measures, 
to  be  carried  into  execution  by  the  legis- 
lative assemblies.  The  noble  Duke  went 
on  to  say,  that  these  measures  bad  been 
taken ;  but  what  was  his  conclusion  Z  Not 
that  the  slaves  had  arrived  at  that  state  io 
consequence  of  those  preparatory  measures 
which  Parliament  had  always  contem- 
plated, but  that  they  were  as  far  from 
it  as  ever,  and  that  emancipation  was  not 
to  be  thought  of.  This,  though  he  did 
not  quote  the  exact  words,  was  tlie  tenor 
of  the  noble  Duke's  argument.  With 
respect  to  the  measure  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  he  begged  to 
say,  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  had 
endeavoured,  as  well  as  they  were  able,  to 
meet  a  necessity  which  they  coald  not 
avoid,  and  in  proposing  the  plan  of  eman* 
cipation,  their  object  had  been  to  make  it 
equitable  and  just  to  those  whose  property 
would  be  affected  by  it,  and  to  carry 
it  into  execution  in  such  a  manner  as«  in 
the  words  of  the  Resolution,  ''might  com* 
bine  the  welfare  of  the  negroes  with  the 
interests  of  the  proprietors."  He  con- 
fessed he  could  not  contemplate,  with* 
out  some  degree  of  apprehensiont  the 
possible  danger  which  might  arise  from 
setting  the  slaves  free  at  once;  and  it 
was  therefore  considered  by  his  Majesty's 
Government,  that  a  progressive  plan,  com- 
bining a  preparatory  state  of  restricted 
labour  with  a  certain  degree  of  free  labour, 
to  end  in  ultimate  manumission^  was  the 
safest  course  to  be  pursued.  This  was 
the  ground  on  which  the  plan  of  ap- 
prenticeship was'proposed  by  his  Majesty's 
Government;  the  slaves  being  allowed 
a  portion  of  the  day  to  labour  for  them- 
selves, and  at  the  expiration  of  a  certain 
number  of  years  being  completely  manu* 
mitted ;  and  in  his  opinion  the  centinnation 
of  a  certain  degree  of  compulsory  labour 
was  necessary,  in  order  to  habituate  the 
slaves  to  habits  of  industry*    Whether 
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the  plan  would  be  succeasfal  it  was  not 
his  prorince  to  Bay,  but  he  thought  that 
hopes  of  its  success  might  fairly  be  enter- 
tained if  the  Colonial  Legislatures  and 
the  West-India  proprietors  would  only  co- 
operate with  Governmeut  to  carry  it  into 
effect*  Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
casey  he  really  thought  that  the  only  plan 
which  promised  effectually  to  secure  the 
uUifflSte  object  of  complete  freedom — the 
extinction  of  slavery  in  all  parts  of  his  M a- 
jest^s  dominions,  had  been  pursued  by  the 
Crovemment.   The  noble  Duke  had  stated , 
that  the  extinction  of  slavery  was  never 
contemplated  at  the  time  of  the  abolition 
cf  the  slave-trade.    But  he  knew,  that 
when  it  was  urged  to  Mr.  Fox  that  without 
the  extinction  of  slavery  he  would  do  little 
by  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  Mr. 
Fox  replied,  that  he  would  abolish  the 
slave  trade,  because  he  had  the  power  to 
do  so;  but  he  (Mr.  Fox)  looked  as  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  Lord  Grenville  had  always  looked 
to  the  ultimate  extinction  of  slavery  as  the 
necessary  consequence  of  the  extinction  of 
the  slave-trade.    He  certainly  had  hoped 
that  the  necessity  of  the  case  would  have 
produced  such  a  change  in  the  condition  of 
the  negroes  of  the  West-Indies  as  would 
have  made  the  extinction  of  slavery  the 
natural  and  necessary  consequence  of  the 
abolition  of  the    slave  trade.     Such  a 
change  as  this  it  had  not  effected,  but  it 
had  produced  a  considerable  change  in 
their  condition,  and  things  had  arrived  at 
that  state  in  which,  as  his  noble  friend  had 
truly  said,  if  the  negroes  were  not  fit  for 
freedom,  they  were  no  longer  fit  for  slavery. 
He  had  stated  the  general  principles  of 
that  propose  dmeasure,  the  details  of  which 
would  more  properly  be  discussed  when 
the  Bill  itself  was  introduced ;   and  he 
would  now  say  a  word  with  respect  to 
compensation.    He  admitted,  that  the  sum 

Croposed  by  Government  was  a  large  one, 
ut  he  agreed  with  his  noble  friend  near 
him  in  drinking,  that  if  the  British  Par-  > 
liament  should  deem  it  right  to  abolish 
slavery,  the  interests  of  those  individuals 
who  possessed  property  in  slaves  ought  to 
be  considered ;  and  that  if  their  Lordships 
were  pleased  to  enact  this  great  measure 
of  necessary  benevolence,  they  ought  not 
to  do  so  entirely  at  the  expense  of  the 
planters.  The  Ministers  had  therefore 
considered  it  but  just  to  propose  something 
in  the  shape  of  compensation.  Whether 
the  sum  were  too  large  or  too  small  he 
would  not  pretend  to  decide ;  but  this  he . 


would  say,  that  if  the  proposed  grant 
should  have  the  effect  of  safely  accomplish- 
ing  the  abolition  of  slavery,  so  hateful  to 
every  Englishman,  it  would  be  money  well 
laid  out ;  and  he  was  sure,  that  the  British 
public,  burthened  as  they  were,  would 
not  grudge  the  sum.  The  people  of  this 
country  had  been  called  on  for  even  larger 
sums  to  support  the  honour  and  interest 
of  tlie  nation,  and  Parliament  had  not 
hesitated  cheerfully  to  grant  them :  but 
that  honour  and  that  interest  were  to  be 
supported  by  means  which  left  much  to 
regret ;  and  even  when  the  people  were 
exulting  in  all  the  glory  and  successes  pro- 
duced by  that  expenditure,  their  joy  was 
always  damped  by  this  heart-rending  con- 
sideration, that  great  misery  and  affliction 
had  attended  those  successes.  If  it  was 
necessary  to  resist  foreign  encroachment, 
to  defend  the  honour  and  interest  of  the 
country  by  war,  was  it  less  necessary  to 
uphold  the  honour  and  the  character  of 
the  country  by  abolishing  from  every  por- 
tion of  the  British  dominions  the  odious 
condition  of  slavery,  so  abhorrent  to  the 
principles  of  the  cTonstitution,  as  well  as 
to  the  breast  of  every  Englishman  I  He 
for  one,«entertaining  as  he  did  a  hope  that 
this  great  measure  would  be  successful, 
did  not  grudge  the  payment  of  even 
20,000,000/.  Tlie  noble  Duke  wished  to 
know  by  what  rule  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation had  been  fixed.  It  ivas  based 
on  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  tlie  entire 
number  of  the  slaves,  which  was  calcu- 
lated at  30,000,000/.  One-fourth  of  the 
slave's  time  which  was  the  planter's  pro- 
perty was  to  be  immediately  taken  from 
the  proprietors,  and  ultimately  the  whole 
of  it,  and  according  to  the  l>est  calcula- 
tions which  Ministers  had  been  able  to 
make,  they  thought  (that  20,000,000/. 
would  be  a  fair  compensation  to  the  pro- 
prietors for  all  the  losses  and  injury  to 
which  they  might  be  subjected  by  the 
adoption  of  the  Government  plan.  While 
on  this  subject,  he  begged  to  inform 
the  noble  Duke  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  Government  to  propose  compen- 
sation to  the  owners  of  every  description 
of  slaves.  The  noble  Duke  had  ob- 
jected to  certain  words  in  one  of  the  reso- 
lutions, which  he  had  truly  stated  did 
not  appear  in  them  when  they  were 
originally  proposed  by  Government,  but 
had  been  mtroduced  on  the  Motion  of 
a  most  respectable  Member  of  the  other 
Honse  of  Parliament.    Though  he  (Eari 
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Grey)  did  not  thiok  those  words  at  all  nt- 
ceasary,  and  although  he  might  lament  the 
introduction  of  them,  since  it  had  occa- 
sioned some  ohjection  to  the  Resolutiony 
yet  having  been  introduced,  their  Lord^* 
ships  could  not  fail  to  see  the  bad  effect 
of  expanging  them,  and  he  therefore 
trusted  that  the  noble  Duke  would  not 
press  his  Amendment.  He  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  trouble  their  Lordships 
longer,  since  they  would  have  another  op- 
portunity of  arniing  this  question  when 
the  Bill,  founded  on  the  Resolutions, 
should  be  brought  in,  and  as  no  objection 
was,  he  believed  to  be  offered  to  the  pre- 
sent Resolutions,  for  the  noble  Duke, 
as  he  understood,  notwithstanding  his  con- 
fident predictiotts  of  the  almost  certain 
ruin  which  would  follow  the  proposed 
jueasurei  had  concluded  by  saying,  that  he 
would  give  no  opposition  to  the  Resolu- 
tion, but  on  the  contrary,  would  do  his 
best  to  procure  the  ultimate  success  of  the 
measure  of  which  they  were  the  forerunners. 
He  certainly  lookea  to  the  remits  of  the 
measure  with  some  degree  of  anxiety,  .but 
he  also  anticipated,  with  a  strong  hope, 
having  in  it  some  degree  of  confidence, 
that  this  measure  would  tend  not.  only  to 
.the  welfare  of  those  unhappy  persons  so 
long  in  the  miserable  state  of  slavery,  but 
also  to  the  prosperity  of  the  colonies,  to 
which  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes  had 
been  by  some  supposed  to  be  prejudicial. 
At  all  events,  the  plan  proposed  by 
Government  was  the  oolv  one  which 
they  thought  they  could  adopt  under  all 
the  difficulties  of  the  case,  and  under  the 
pressure  of  a  necessity  which  they  could 
no  longer  avoid. 

The  Duke  of  Weilingtim^  explained  that 
he  said,  that  thoegh  the  colonial  Legisla- 
tures had  not  done  all  that  could  be 
desired,  they  had  done  much  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  slaves,  and  had 
received  the  approbation  of  the  Home  Go- 
vernment for  their  acts.  The  noble  Duke 
read  some  extracts  from  various  despatches 
sent  out  in  1827  and  1828,  conveying  the 
thanks  of  the  King  to  several  colonial 
assemblies,  for  their  etideavours  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  slave  population. 

Earl  Grey  said,  that  nothing  which  had 
been  read  by  the  noble  Duke  applied  to 
Jamaica.  The  fact  was,  that  no  general 
measure  for  the  improvement  of  the  slaves 
had  been  adopted  in  the  colonies. 

Lord  EUenboromgh  thought  the  course 
taken  by  the  noble  Lords  opposite  of 


quoting  every  expression  of  oeaanvi  wUA 
had  been  issued  by  the  difierent  SeosalafiBS 
for  the  Colonies  against  the  eotidiict  of 
the  Colonial  Legislatoces  was,  tit  a  tnsiitat 
like  the  present,  to  say  the  least  Hf  is, 
exceedingly  injudicious.  The  attempt  imgkt 
to  be  to  coueiliate,  and  not  to  irrilatt ;  to 
leave  untouched  past  disagraeiaeolar  and 
not  to  excite  by  the  revival  of  cbea 
present  oppositmn.  After  the  able  ^leoci 
of  his  noble  friend  (Uie  Duke  of  Wdiiag^- 
ton),  in  which  every  topic  of  inspoftanee 
had  been  clearly  touchM  upon,  it  wosiM 
be  unnecessary  for  him  to  detaiii  their 
Lordships  at  any  length.  He  muait  bow* 
ever,  trespass  on  their  attention  whtia  he 
stated  his  own  partioular  feeUags  on  the 
question,  and  the  mote  so  booasMt  lie 
could  not  oonour  with  his  noble  iriend 
(the  Duke  of  Wellington),  in  sanstsoning 
the  Reaolution  under  eoaaideiatioii.  He 
could  have  wished  that  the  noble  BsH 
had  gone  more  fuUy  into  the  question 
of  20,000,000/.  of  oompensalioa.  Ho  had 
hoped  to  have  heard  from  the  aoUe  Earf 
not  only  a  general  exposition  of  the  objcda 
to  which  those  20,000,000i.  wem  to  be 
applied,  hat  also  of  the  manner  in  whieb 
they  were  to  be  raised.  He  had  hoped  to 
have  heard  from  the  noUe  Bart  aometfiinf 
more  than  a  mere  ffeneral  vague  eapisasioa 
of  belief  .that  the  people  of  Bagland 
would  not  object  to  sucn  a  sacriioe  fiv 
such  a  purpose.  He  was  ready  to  admit, 
that  if  the  people  of  this  country  oonM  be 
presented  with  a  plan  which  at  onee  gave 
freedom  to  the  slaves  and  security  to  the 
manufactures,  the  commeree«  and  the 
shipping  interested  in  the  pfoepentv  of 
the  slave  colonies,  they  would  not  snow 
repugnance  to  make  even  the  eoonnoos 
sacrifice  that  was  now  demanded  fnpm 
them.  He  doubted,  however,  or  lacber  he 
was  convinced,  that  the  people  of  tbia 
country  neither  desired  nor  were  willing  to 
add  so  greatly  to  iheir  burthens  for  the 
purpose  of  indulging  in  a  ntk  and  dan* 
gerous  experiment.  The  20,000,0001.  were 
not  required  for  sucoess  but  for  experimeni, 
and  even  the  noble  Bari,  by  whoee  Ad«> 
ministration  the  experiment  was  proposed, 
ventured  only  tosay  that  heentertatned  Hsint 
hopes  [Barl  Orey  saidvoonftdenthopos].  He 
was  glad  to  find,  that  sofar  he  had  misheard 
the  noble  Earl;  but  even  adopttof  the 
language  chosen  by  the  noble  Barl,  it 
consisted  still  of  hopes,  and  hopes  only. 
The  noble  Earl  had  spoken  in  atrong 
censure  of  the  conduct  of  the  Legislatnie 
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6f  Jamilea.  He  thought  stKsh  censure 
was  denling  out  too  harda  meisure  to  that 
eofony.  Would  it  not  better  become  their 
Lordthipt  to  treat  more  leniently  the  pro- 
ceedings of  those  who  were  called  upon  to 
act  in  the  midst  of  danger  ?  To  legislate 
in  calm  and  in  security  was  snrety  far 
diiferent  fVom  having  to  act  in  the  midst 
of  threatened  destruction.  But  the  fact 
was,  that  the  Legislature  of  Jamaica  had 
done  much  while  that  Colony  was  under 
the  government  of  his  noble  friend  near 
him  (the  Earl  of  Belmore).  Vast  and 
numeroua  ameliorations  had  been  effected 
in  iu  laws.  The  noble  Earl  who  had  been 
so  successful  in  administering  the  govem- 
anent  of  that  colony  had  triumphed  by 
adopting  a  verv  different  line  of  proceedmg 
ftom  that  which  had  occasioned  such  deter- 
mined opposition  to  his  successor.  Through 
kindly  conciliation  and  reasonable  well 
judged  firmness,  his  noble  fViend  had  suc- 
ceeded in  procuring  the  adoption  of  almost 
every  measure  he  was  instructed  to  advo- 
cate. During  his  administration  the  firee 
people  of  colour  were  placed  by  the  Colo- 
nial Legislature  precisely  on  the  same 
tM>ting  as  the  whites.  Slave  evidence 
was  admitted  in  criminal  cases,  and  other 
most  important  ameliorationawere  effected. 
Let  it  not  then  be  said,  that  the  Legislature 
of  Jamaica  had  done  nothing  but  through 
coercion.  When  the  Resolutions  adopted 
in  t8€3  were  proposed  to  their  Lordships 
he  was  the  only  Peer  who  took  an  excep* 
tion  to  them.  At  the  time  they  were 
proposed  he  asked  his  noble  friend  then  at 
the  head  of  the  Colonies  (Earl  Bathurst) 
what  was  the  next  step  he  proposed  to 
take  if  these  Resolutk>ns  should  fail?  His 
noble  friend  could  give  him  no  answer, 
and  it  was  because  he  foresaw  that  if  these 
Resolutions  did  fail  they  must  of  necessity 
lead  to  further  difKcultids,  that  he  opposed 
them.  The  present  aspect  of  affairs 
showed  him  that  he  had  been  right.  Sure 
he  waa  that,  if  in  1833  the  Resolutions 
proposed  for  1833  could  have  been  anti« 
cipated,  the  former  would  have  found 
in  either  House  of  Parliament  but  fhw 
sapportelk.  He  dissented  from  the  Re- 
■olutions  now  under  consideration,  not 
because  he  had  not  emancipation  as  deeply 
at  heart  as  any  man,  bat  t)ecause  he 
apprehended  almost  to  conviction  that 
they  must  lead  to  a  yet  more  dangerous 
step«  The  noble  liords  opposite  had 
said,  that  the  measure  was  forced  upon 
IkeiDi  that  the  necessities  of  the  case  de«> 


manded  they  should  deal  with  it,  and 
effectually,  for  the  slaves  were  no  longer 
fit  for  slavery,  though  they  were  not 
yet  in  a  state  advanced  enough  for  eman* 
cipation.  Why,  would  any  man  in  hia 
senses  say,  that  that  was  a  reason  for  a 
departure  from  the  principles  laid  down  in 
1823?  Could  any  person  read  the 
Resolutions  of  1823  and  not  at  once  see» 
that  they  anticipated  as  absolutely  neces- 
sary a  series  of  changes  in  the  condition 
of  the  slaves  preparatory  to  emancipation, 
and  that  in  these  chanjges  there  must  be  a 
moment  of  peculiardifftculty?  The  present 
condition  of  the  slaves,  if  rightly  stated  by 
the  noble  Lord,  was  the  best  answer 
possible  to  all  the  allegatbns  they  had 
made  against  the  conduct  of  the  Colonial 
Legislatures.  It  proved,  that  the  slaves 
had  made  aconsiderable  progress,  and  that 
they  had  so  far  advanced,  that  their 
improvement  must  go  on.  Their  present 
condition  then  waa  looked  for  by  the 
Resoluttons  of  1823,  and  it  had  been 
effected,  not  by  violence  and  offiinaive  in<- 
terferenee  with  the  Colonial  LegialatureSi 
but  through  the  reasonable  and  beneficent 
measures  which  they  had  adopted  in  con* 
currence  w  ith  the  spirit  of  these  Resolu  tkms. 
He  opposed  the  presen  t  Resolutions  beciuse 
they  were  not  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Resolutions  in  1833,  and 
because  they  were  in  opposition  to  the 
Resolotiona  proposed  by  the  present  Qo- 
vemment  in  1 83 1 .  In  that  year  Mr.  Buxton 
proposed  a  Resolution  calling  for  immediate 
emancipation.  That  Resolution  wasopposed 
by  the  Government  on  the  ground,  that 
the  slaves  were  not  fit  for  Immediate 
emancipation ;  and  the  reason  given  for 
that  statement  was,  that  their  condition  was 
precisely  the  same  as  in  1823.  He  then 
adheredf  to  the  opinions  thus  put  forward 
by  the  Government,  and,  in  doing  so,  he 
was  not  the  party  who  had  to  account  fbr 
any  inconsistency  it  might  involve.  Bnt 
the  Government  having  told  the  country 
in  1 83 1 ,  that  the  slave  was  not  fitted  to  be 
emancipated  forthwith,  why  did  it  now 
propose  this  sudden  and  entire  breaking 
up  of  the  system?  Oh,  said  the  noble 
Lords,  this  plan  is  proposed  in  obedience 
to  the  determined  and  loudly  expressed 
wishes  of  the  country  ?  He  admitted  that 
the  people  of  England  took  a  deep  and 
earnest  interest  in  the  question ;  further, 
that  whatever  men  might  have  been  in 
power,  they  would  have  found  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  have  provided 
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measure  upon  the  subject ;  but  the  people 
of  England  wanted  not  revolution  and 
Tuio  in  the  colonies,  but  the  gradual,  safe, 
and  happy  deliverance  of  their  fellow- 
subjects  from  a  state  of  slavery  and  their 
restoration  to  one  of  freedom*  They 
wished  to  see  the  negroes  converted  into 
free  men,  working  honestly,  diligently, 
and  happily,  under  equal  laws.  But  they 
had  never  imagined  that  the  commerce, 
the  manufactures,  and  the  navigation  of 
this  country,  were,  to  a  large  extent,  to  be 
endangered  in  any  mere  attempt  to  effect 
the  transition,  and  still  less  did  they 
imagine  that,  in  addition  to  all  the  other 
weighty  losses,  the  country  was  to  be 
buithened  with  a  new  twenty  millions  of 
debt*  That  idea  had  never  for  a  moment 
occurred  to  the  people  at  large.  They 
had  been  continually  told,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  change  would  be  beneficial,  both 
in  a  pecuniary  and  in  a  moral  point  of 
view;  and  as  the  contrary  was  now  ad- 
mitted to  be  the  fact,  as  it  was  shown  in 
the  Resolutionn  before  their  Lordships  that 
the  pecuniary  sacrifice  must  be  enormous, 
surely  it  was  the  duty  of  those  who,  by 
the  accident  of  birth  or  by  the  election  of 
their  fellow-subjects,  sat  in  either  House 
of  Parliament,  to  point  out  to  the  com- 
munity at  large  the  great  difiBculties  with 
which  the  question  was  beset,  and  to  ex- 
postulate with  them  with  a  view  to  pro- 
tecting their  own  interests  rather  than 
yield  to  their  demands.  He  admitted  to 
the  full,  the  respect  due  to  the  people  of 
England,  but  that  legislator  he  thought 
would  now  mark  the  greatest  respect  for 
the  people,  who,  finding  them  unacquainted 
with  all  the  bearings  of  the  question,  laid 
before  them  his  own  information  and  ex- 

Serience  in  preference  to  at  once  and 
lindly  adopting  their  wishes.  But  the 
measure  was  thrust  upon  his  Majesty's 
Government  by  the  people  of  England. 
Were  his  Majesty's  Government  afraid  of 
the  House  of  Commons  ?  If  so  it  was  an 
absurd  fear ;  for  of  all  the  Houses  of  Com- 
mons that  had  yet  existed,  there  never 
had  been  one  which  had  reposed  a  greater 
confidence  in  Ministers.  When  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  proposed  a  measure  of 
coercion  towards  Ireland,  severe  beyond 
precedent,  concentrating,  in  fact,  in  one 
Act  all  the  severities  of  all  former  measures, 
did  not  the  House  of  Commons  adopt  it  ? 
For  doing  so  he  blamed  not  the  House  of 
Commons,  but  he  said  it  gave  a  remark- 
able instance  of  its  confidence  in   the 


Government.  On  another  occasion »  vfieo. 
it  might  have  been  supposed  that  the  voice 
of  the  great  body  of  the  constituency 
would  have  been  rigidly  obeyed  by  the 
Representatives,  he  meant  in  the  case  of 
the  Malt-tax,  did  not  the  House  of  Com- 
mons one  night  decide  for  the  repeal  of 
that  tax,  and  in  a  night  or  two  after,  on 
the  dictttm  of  the  Government,  declare 
that  it  should  be  continued  ?  Further  upon 
this  very  question,  had  the  House  of  Com- 
mons shown  any  want  of  confidence  in 
his-  Majesty's  Government?  The  first 
proposition  was  for  a  loan  of  fifteen 
millions.  That  proposition  was  at  once 
converted,  and  without  argument  or  expla- 
nation, into  a  gift  of  twenty  millions ;  and 
yet  the  House  of  Commons  said  ay  to 
both  propositions.  One  would  have  thought 
that  if  there  had  been  any  thing  like  a 
want  of  confidence,  it  would  have  shown 
itself  on  such  an  occasion.  Surely  it  might 
have  been  asked,  how  was  it  that  the 
Government  having  matured  a  measure, 
thought  a  loan  of  fifteen  millions  only 
necessary,  and  the  next  day  reqaiied  a 
gift  of  twenty  millions  ?  It  was  therefore 
idle  to  talk  of  fears  as  to  the  conduct  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  If  his  Majesty's 
Government  had  stated  to  that  assembly 
all  the  consequences  of  this  experiment, 
and  all  the  dangers  with  which  it  was 
beset,  and  proposed  instead  of  it  some 
safe  and  rational  measure  consistent  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Resolution  of  1823,  the 
House  of  Commons  would  not  have  been 
forced  to  withdraw  its  confidence  from  the 
Government,  nor  would  the  country  have 
shown  any  aversion  to  such  condact,  but 
would  have  received  it  with  satisfaction. 
The  consequence  would  have  been,  instead 
of  standing  in  the  dangerous  position  their 
Lordships  then  occupied,  the  people  would 
have  had  the  gratification  of  seeing  their 
dearest  hopes  marching  on  to  maturity  in 
safety  and  in  prosperity,  and  the  colonies 
would  have  promised  new  fields  for  the 
employment  of  British  manufactures,  Bri- 
tish commerce,  and  British  shipping.  Bat 
the  noble  I^ords  complained  of  the  difficul- 
ties which  they  had  to  encounlter.  Had 
not  they  themselves  created  many  of  those 
difficulties?  Did  they  not  recollect  the 
Resolutions  of  the  16th  of  April  1831— 
the  threat  of  imposing  duties  ?  And  did 
they  not  recollect  that  they  had  acted 
upon  this,  which  had  never  been  confirmed 
by  Parliament,  and  a  threat  which  was  so 
imprudent  that  it  ought  oevec  to  bate  beea 
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vUe^t  He  would  ask,  did  not  these 
imprtideot  speeches  lead  to  great  alarm, 
and,  be  would  admit,  to  great  intemper- 
ance also?  And  was  it  not  this  which 
had  made  the  Colonial  Legislatures  assume 
a  tone  which  otherwise  they  never  would 
have  done?  Again,  had  they  forgotten 
the  Orders  in  Council  of  November,  which 
were  so  extraordinary  and  so  extravagant 
ia  many  of  their  provisions,  as  to  excite 
general  ridicule  and  derision  ?  It  was  to 
these  measures  that  many  of  the  present 
difficulties  were  to  be  attributed,  and 
farther  also  to  the  language  which  had 
been  used,  not  by  the  noble  Lord  then  at 
the  head  of  the  Colonies,  but  by  some  of 
the  acknowledged  supporters  of  the  Go- 
vernment. It  must  be  remembered  by 
their  Lordships  that  the  language  used  in 
another  place  in  support  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  under  the  Resolution,  had  been 
declared  upon  the  best  possible  authority 
to  have  produced  uneasiness  and  irritation, 
if  not  dismay,  in  the  island  of  Jamaica. 
Bat  the  noble  Earl  (Earl  Ripon)  had 
thought  proper  to  send  forth  his  Order  in 
Council,  WiUi  all  its  weaknesses  and  all  its 
absurdities,  and  the  result  was,  that  it  had 
been  repudiated  by  every  colony,  without 
exception.  His  opinion  was,  that  by  such 
conduct  the  Government  had  thrown  the 
measure  back.  He  sincerely  believed,  that 
when  the  present  Government  first  entered 
office,  it  would  have  been  easier  to  have  se- 
cured the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  colo- 
nies, than  at  the  present  moment.  His  noble 
friend  near  him  (the  Earl  of  Harewood)  had 
calmly  stated  the  new  ground  of  objection 
given  to  the  Colonial  Legislatures.  It  was 
a  serious  one,  and  he  trusted  early  means 
would  be  taken  to  remove  it.  He  dreaded 
the  first  step  in  this  attempt  to  legislate 
for  independent  Legislatures.  It  was  in- 
deed an  experiment,  and  an  alarming  one ; 
and  he  did  conjure  the  Government  at  any 
rate  to  let  the  strict  principle  only  be 
pointed  out,  and  to  leave  the  details  en- 
tirely to  the  Colonial  Legislatures.  Such 
a  proceeding,  indeed,  must  seem  abso- 
lutely necessary,  for  what  might  be  suit- 
able to  ope  colony  might  be  injurious  to 
another.  The  principle  to  be  worked  out, 
then,  ought  to  be  laid  down  as  clearly  as 
they  pleased,  but  the  mode  of  carrying  of 
it  into  effect  ought  to  be  left  to  the  differ- 
ent colonies  themselves.  For  instance, 
might  not  some  of  the  Colonial  Legisla- 
tures think,  as  many  people  in  this  country 
thought,  that  the  plan  of  the  noble  Earl 
VOL.  XVIII.  {ti} 


(Ripon)  was  superior  to  the  plan  now  pro- 
posed ?  And  could  they  be  blamed  for  so 
thinking?  Had  not  that  plan  been  de- 
liberately adopted  by  the  Government, 
though  the  Government  had  subsequently 
discarded  it  for  a  scheme  of  a  fortnight's 
concoction  ?  He  could  not  but  again  refer 
to  the  20,000,000/.  that  were  to  be  given 
for  compensation.  The  plan  might  satisfy 
the  Government;  it  might  compensate 
the  West- India  proprietors ;  but  what  was 
to  compensate  the  people  of  England? 
It  was  true  that  at  the  present  moment 
20,000,000/.  alone  would  appear  to  the 
bulk  of  the  people  as  their  only  loss ;  but 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  look 
further,  and  to  weigh  well  what  was  to 
compensate  the  country  for  the  immense 
injury  its  commerce,  its  manufactures,  and 
its  navigation  would  sustain.  The  good 
resulting  from  the  measure  was  a  matter 
of  speculation ;  the  evil  was  defined, 
positive,  and  immense.  Some  notion 
might  be  formed  of  the  opinions  the  Go- 
vernment entertained  from  the  fact  of 
their  own  proposition.  The  country  had 
been  told  year  after  year  by  the  very  men 
who  now  proposed  20,000,000/.  as  com- 
pensation to  the  West-India  proprietors, 
that  the  proper  and  only  way  to  relieve 
the  West-India  interest  was  by  lowering 
the  duties  on  sugar.  Why  was  that  mea- 
sure not  had  recourse  to  now  ?  The  answer 
was  plain,  because  the  Government  ap- 
prehended the  cultivation  of  sugar  would 
be  impeded,  if  not  destroyed.  He  could 
have  wished  the  Legislature  to  have  acted 
in  a  reasonable  and  wise  way.  He  wished 
to  see  slavery  gradually  abolished,  and  to 
see  freedom  extended,  not  by  ruin  and  con- 
vulsion, but  by  systematic  and  sure  ame- 
lioration of  the  present  system.  Such  a 
course  would  have  been  beneficial  to  all 
parties.  It  would  have  given  to  the  slave 
freedom  and  a  happy  home — to  this 
country  an  extended  field  for  its  produc- 
tions, and  a  more  enlightened  and  more 
happy  empire.  He  knew  very  well  that  a 
mere  reduction  of  the  duties  on  sugar 
would  not  give  to  all  parties  in  the  West 
Indies  relief.  There  were  many  there 
who  would  not  be  benefited  by  such  a 
measure,  but  those  were  exceptions  that 
might  easily  be  dealt  with.  Such  a  plan, 
however,  had  been  only  talked  of,  and 
now  when  the  time  for  action  was  arrived 
an  entirely  different  system  was  to  be  pur- 
sued, the  sum  of  20,000,000/.  were  to  be 
given.  How,  he  asked,  were  these 
2R 
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20,000^000/.  to  be  raised,  and  how  were 
they  to  be  repaid,  and  the  interest  upon 
them  provided  for?    Although  the  Go- 
vernment must  have  been  aware  of  the 
great  expenses  they  were  about  to  incur, 
they  had  thrown  away  all  the  surplus  of 
revenue  which  might  have  assisted  to  meet 
them.     The  expenses  of  stipendiary  Ma- 
gistrates and  police,  and  schools,  now  pro- 
posed, would  be  enormous,  yet  the  neces- 
sary funds  were  thrown  away  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  duties,  which  the  public  did  not 
care  for,  and   instead  of  the  House-tax, 
which  might  have  been  put  an  end  to. 
Yet  those  duties  were  thrown  away,  and 
20,000,000/.  were  to  be  given,  and  should 
we  have   a  bad  harvest,  the   additional 
loss  would  be  also  great.     Our  difficulty 
was  at  present  a  financial  one,  and  yet 
could  any  one  say,  that  fresh  duties  to  the 
amount   of    1,300,000/.    or    1,400,000/. 
could   be   laid  on  without  exciting  the 
hostility  of  the  people  ?   The  noble  Lords 
opposite  knew,  that  this  must  be  the  result ; 
and  even  could  they  succeed,  by  any  ma- 
jority however  large,  in  voting  such  sums, 
yet  they  could  not  do  so  without  raising 
feelings  in  the  people  perhaps  attended 
with  the  utmost  danger.     Could  any  man 
look  at  the  condition  of  the  country  and 
persuade  himself  that  for  a  mere  experi- 
ment the  people  now  suffering  under  the 
pressure  of  taxation  would  be  content  to 
submit   to   new    taxation  ?    The    feeling 
against  taxation  was  strong  to  overflowing, 
and  would  it  ebb  merely  because  an  ex- 
periment  was  to   be  made  in  favour  of 
whal-»of  commerce  ?  No.     Of  manufac- 
ture? ffo.     Of  navigation?   No;    but  in 
favour  of  humanity.  It  was  no  such  thing. 
Even   if  the  measure   was  successful   it 
would  lead  to  the  perpetration  of  blacker 
horrors  than  had  ever  been  known  in  the 
British  Colonies.     It  would  give  rise  to  an 
increase  of  the  slave  trade ;  and  instead  of 
being  a  measure  of  general  humanity,  it 
would  increase  the  sum  of  human  misery. 
They  might,  indeed,  say  that  this  country 
had  washed  its  hands  of  the  crime;    that 
the  gifl  was  not  England's ;    but  such  a 
boast  would  be  idle,  and  would  be  ground- 
less ;  for  if  they  adopted  measures  which 
led  in  reason  to  pernicious  results,  for  those 
results  they  were  answerable.     Let  him 
state  it  plainly — of  all  the  misery  which 
fniprht    ensue,    England    would    be    the 
guilty  cause.     But  then  it  was  said,  that 
there  was  a  great  loss  of  life  from  the  cul- 
tivation of  sugar,  but  if  Mr.  Irving'a  cal- 


cuktioDs  were  looked  to,  it  would  be 
that  the  loss  of  life  was  not  owing  to  the 
sugar  culttvatioD,  and    was   not    owing 
either  to  excessive  labour,  to  deficiency  of 
food,  or  to  severity   of  treatment.     ffu> 
m unity,    tlierefore,  did  not   call    for   the 
measure.   But  what  was  that  measure  apoa 
the  very  face  of  it?    What  would  be  iU 
very  first  effects  ?    Its  proposers  declared 
that  the  slaves  were  not  fit  for  freedoni; 
and  what,  therefore,  must  be  tlie  conae- 
quence  of    this    crude   and    ill^igested 
scheme?    It  would  leave  infaney   unpro- 
tected,   maturity   without  a  gtiide    and 
abandoned  to  debauchery  and  to  vice^and 
age  without  a  shelter  and  without  refuge. 
What  was  the  present  state  of  the  negroes^ 
The  child  was  reared  and  protected*  the 
adult  was  provided  for,  and  the  aged  bad 
a  sure  and  safe  resting-place.    Th^  were 
as  a  body  well  governed,  well  protected, 
and  happy  in  their  station.     Such  being 
his  views,  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  him 
to  vote  the  resolutions,  excepting  the  last 
He  was  perfectly  ready  to  make  consider- 
able sacrifices  for  the  improvement  of  the 
negroes.  He  wajs  desirous  that  the j  should 
have  a  moral  and  religious  education  ;  be 
was  willing  to  establish  stipendiary  Ma- 
gistrates and  police;  for  Mr. Buxton,  who 
had  been  last  year  examined  before  their 
Lordships*  Committee,  had  declared«  that 
the  establishment  of  such  a  Magistracy 
was  absolutely  necessary  before  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  slaves*     He  was  desirous 
that  all  possible  steps  should  be  taken  lo 
prepare  for  their  deliverance  from  their 
present    bondage;    but  beyond   that  he 
could   not  consent  to  go.     In  adopting 
such  measures,  he  should  be  acting  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  resolutions  of  lS23t 
and  to  their  spirit  it  wag  but  wise  and 
reasonable  to  adherfe.      In  the  measure 
now  proposed,  he  saw  certain  present  loss, 
and  but  faint  prospects  of  any  future  good. 
He  did  not  believe,  that  it  would  be  either 
satisfactory  or  beneficial  to  the  colonists, 
while  he  was  sure  it  Would  be  costly  and 
injurious  to  England,     It  would  burthen 
her  with  a  heavy  tax,  and  destroy  much 
of  her  commerce  and  shipping.    Taking 
reason  for  his  guide,  he  could  come  to  do 
other   conclusion    than    the  one  he    had 
stated,  and  he  must  oppose  the  Resolii- 
tions. 

The  Lord  Oiancellor  said,  he  wished  lo 
make  a  very  few  remarks  in  consequence 
of  the  extraordinary  speech  delivered  by 
the  noble  Baron.     He  did  not  say  exixa- 
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ordiflftr^  tn  reference  to  the  taletit  dis- 
played in  It,  for  it  displayed  that  degree 
of  talent  for  which  the  speeches  of  the 
noble  Baron  were  always  noted — he  only 
meant,  that  It  was  extraordinary  from  the 
startling;  conclusion  to  which  the  noble 
Baron  had  come — a  conclusion  such  as  he 
(Lord  Brougham)  had  never  heard  arrived 
at  either  in  that  House  or  anywhere  else. 
It  was  startling  from  the  contradictions 
which  the  noble  Baron  had  made  in  the 
course  of  it,  and  from  the  nimbteness  with 
which  he  sprung  from  one  assertion  to 
another,  ana  from  one  misapprehension  to 
another,  as  the  noble  Baron  successively 
brought  them  forward  and  escaped,  when 
corrected  by  the  noble  Earl.  It  was 
startling,  too,  from  the  interpretation  he 
had  put  upon  some  persons  and  things, 
and  the  eulbgies  heaped  with  equal  liber- 
ality tipott  others.  The  flrst  panegyric 
teade  m  the  noble  Baron  to  which  he 
wbuld  lilldde,  Was  that  upon  slavery,  and 
i^ertainty  it  astonished  him  more  than  all 
the  rest.  He  certainly  agreed  with  the 
noble  Baron,  that  this  was  not  a  time  to  in- 
troduce topics  into  the  debate  which  might 
hnpede  the  great  work  in  progress,  and 
that  it  woiiid  be  desirable  to  obtain  as 
much  co-operation  in  that  work,  not  only 
on  this  side  of  the  water,  but  in  the  West- 
Indies,  in  carrying  it  into  effect,  as  possible; 
and  he  would,  therefore,  abstain,  however 
violent  his  inclination  might  be,  and  aU 
fYioQgh  invited  and  almost  dragged  into  it 
by  the  noble  Baron,  he  would  abstain  from 
disCnssing  the  cotiduct  of  the  local  Legisla- 
ture. He  would  aUo  abstain  fVom  entering 
into  any  unnecessary  ground  of  contro- 
tersy,  but  he  certainly  did  not  expect,  in 
the  year  1833,  to  hear  freedom  and  slavery 
contrasted  as  they  had  been  that  evening 
by  the  noble  Baron.  The  noble  Baron 
had  drawn  the  picture  of  freedom  as  a  state 
of  unprovided  infancy,  comfortless  man- 
hood«  and  destitute  old  age  ;  and  slavery 
as  a  state  in  which  the  slave  enjoyed  com- 
fort in  infancy,  comfbrt  in  manhood,  and 
comfort  in  old  age.  Such  was  the  con- 
trast which  he  drew  between  a  state  of 
freedoiQ  and  slaverv.  Good  God !  was  it 
in  that  House  and  in  England  that  such 
a.  character  should  be  given  of  a  state  of 
freedom  and  of  a  state  of  slavery  ?  And 
did  the  noble  Baron  think  to  draw  their 
Lordships  to  join  him  in  support  of  slavery 
by  the  panegyric  lie  drew  of  it? — a  state 
which  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  him  to 
describe,  because  all  knew  and  all  felt  how 


different  it  must  be  from  the  description 
given  by  the  noble  Baron.  The  noble 
Baron  had  said,  that  he  alone  had,  in  1 825, 
opposed  the  Resolutions  of  1823,  and  he 
stated,  that  he  had  done  so  because  he  had 
seen  that  the  present  measure  was  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  those  Resolu* 
tions.  and  that  if  they  were  passed,  they 
could  not  help  goin?  on  in  the  same  course 
till  they  at  last  arrived  at  a  measure  like 
the  present.  Now  he  (the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor), instead  of  thinking  that  the  noble 
Lord  should  be  opposed  to  the  present 
measure  on  that  account,  claimed  his  sup- 
port. For  though  he  might  be  quite  con- 
sistent in  opposing  the  present  measure,  if 
the  Resolutions  of  1823,  which,  according 
to  him,  led  to  the  present  measure,  had 
not  been  adopted  at  all,  yet  those  Reso- 
lutions having  been  adopted  by  both 
Houses  of  the  Legislature,  led,  no  doubt, 
to  the  present  result,  and  the  consequence 
was,  as  foreboded  by  the  noble  Lorci,  that 
they  now  must  go  further,  for  they  could 
not  stop.  He  would  ask,  if  they  ought  to 
stop  now,  after  the  interval  which  had 
elapsed? — an  interval  in  which  so  little  had 
been  done  towards  the  improvement  of  the 
slaves  in  consequence  of  that  pertinacity 
on  the  part  of^the  colonists  themselves 
— a  pertmacity  which  he  would  not  then 
wait  to  inquire  whether  blamable  or  not, 
but  the  consequences  of  which  they  had 
frequently  been  warned  of,  and  for  which 
they  had  been  everything  but  denounced. 
The  colonists  could,  therefore,  not  say, 
that  they  were  unprepared  for  this  measure, 
or  that  the  Government  had  been  hasty 
towards  them.  The  noble  Baron  had  said, 
that  they  were  not  told  how  the  twenty 
millions  were  to  be  raised.  It  could  not 
be  expected  that  the  financial  part  of  the 
measure,  which  that  was,  should  be  laid 
before  their  Lordships  until  after  it  had 
been  laid  before  the  other  House.  And» 
as  far  as  he  understood,  although  the 
general  features  had  been  stated  in  the 
other  House,  none  of  the  details  had  been 
entered  into,  and  nothing  had  been  said 
of  the  manner  of  raising  the  twenty  mil- 
lions. The  noble  Baron  would  likewise 
observe,  that  by  the  Resolutions  the  sum 
to  be  raised  was  not  almolutely  twenty- 
millions,  but  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty 
millions.  So  that  the  sum  might  not, 
perhaps:,  amount  to  20,000,000/.  The 
noble  Baron  had  also  said,  that  it  was 
too  much  to  venture  upon  an  experiment 
on  the  result  of  which,  the  noble  Earl  at 
2R2 
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tlie  head  of  tbe  Governmeot  had  only  a 
faint  hope,  while  his  noble  friend  had  really 
described  his  hope  as  one  **  almost  amount- 
ing to  confidence."  The  noble  Baron, 
however,  finding  himself  corrected,  had 
said,  that  he  was  of  a  different  opinion ; 
that,  far  from  being  sanguine,  he  had  no 
confidence  in  the  result.  The  noble  Lord 
was  right  to  argue  thus,  if  such  was  his 
belief;  but  sure  he  was,  that  the  noble 
Baron,  as  well  as  himself,  was  of  opin- 
ion,  that  if  the  miserable  state  of  slavery 
were  put  an  end  to,  it  would  be  better,  not 
only  for  the  character,  but  for  the  in- 
terests, of  the  nation.  The  gloomy  anti- 
cipations indulged  in  by  the  noble  Baron 
and  the  noble  Duke  (of  Wellington),  on 
the  ground  that  the  slaves,  when  set  at 
liberty  would, not  work,  did  not,  in  his 
opinion,  rest  upon  a  good  foundation.  It 
was  well  known  at  present,  that  the  free 
negroes  constantly  laboured  in  some  kinds 
of  work,  and  an  several  islands  there  was 
proof  of  these  free  blacks  working,  and 
submitting  to  as  good  regulations,  and 
being  as  industrious,  as  if  they  had  never 
been  under  tbe  lash,  or  enjoyed  the  benefit 
of  slavery.  But  it  had  been  said,  that  this 
was  not  the  case  in  sugar  plantations.  In 
answer  to  that  assertion,  he  would  bring 
the  evidence  of  a  gallant  ofiicer,  whose 
testimony  was  most  deserving  of  attention, 
and  who  had  made  most  accurate  observa- 
tions on  the  state  of  our  colonies — he  meant 
Admiral  Fleming.  That  gallant  Officer, 
had  gone  more  habitually  and  systemati- 
cally into  the  inquiry  than  most  naval 
oflicers  had  the  opportunity  of  doing.  And 
in  his  evidence  regarding  Cuba  and  Co- 
lombia, he  stated,  that  sugar  to  a  great 
extent  was  cultivated  in  those  colonies  by 
the  labour  of  free  negroes.  But  they  had 
this  fact  besides,  which  showed  that  negroes 
would  work.  The  Dutch  of  Guiana,  not 
only  at  present,  but  half  a  century  ago, 
uniformly  preferred  to  give  their  slaves 
task  work,  to  the  system  ordinarily  followed 
in  our  colonies,  and  by  a  calculation  they 
ascertained  that  that  system  was  more 
profitable  to  the  master  than  working  the 
slaves  in  the  ordinary  manner.  Could 
there  be  a  stronger  proof  that  other  means 
than  the  degrading  lash  might  be  found  to 
insure  the  negro  to  labour,  not  only  as 
much,  but  even  more,  than  he  does  at 
present  for  his  master?  And  he  would 
ask  if  there  was  anything  in  the  nature  of 
sugar  which  would  prevent  tbe  negro  from 
labouring  in  its  cultivation,  as  well  as  in 


the  cultivation  of  cotton,  coffin,  or  gaideu, 
in  all  of  which  they  bad  been  foundi  not 
only  willing,  but  anxious^  to  work  for  wages  ? 
Tbe  negro  might  at  present  be  averse  to 
the  cultivation  of  sugar,  from  the  recollec- 
tion that  it  was  the  most  painful  and  irk- 
some of  his  present  labour,  but  that  was 
only  a  question  of  expense.  A  little  more 
wages  would  induce  him  to  work  at  the 
sugar  plantation  as  well  as  at  coffee  or 
cotton.  He  recollected  a  story  told  of  a 
planter  in  the  Caraccas,  who  had  a  plan- 
tation, one-half  of  which  he  cultivated  by 
the  labour  of  slaves,  and  the  other  half  by 
the  labour  of  free  labourers.  That  planter 
declared,  that  the  labour  of  the  free  oegroes 
was  cheapest  and  most  profitable  to  him. 
Then  the  whole  question  was  a  matter  of 
expense— of  wages,  and  that couldeaaily 
be  arranged.  He  might  in  reply,  to  this,  be 
referred  to  St.  Domingo ;  but  if  he  were,  be 
would  mention  the  Caraccas,  where  tbe 
planter  he  had  just  mentioned  cultivated 
his  sugar  half  by  slaves  and  half  bj  free 
negroes,  and  this  proprietor  found  in  tbe 
long  run,  that  the  produce  by  free  laboarers 
was  the  cheapest.  He  thought  it  right  to 
say  thus  much,,  before  he  proceeded  to 
answer  what  had  been  said  by  the  noble 
Duke  (Wellii^ton)  of  the  loss  which 
must  accrue  from  the  cessation  of  si^r 
cultivation.  He,  in  the  first  place,  could 
not  agree  that  there  would  be  this  cessation; 
but  suppose  it  were  so,  and  that  the  sugar 
cultivation  would  be  diminished  to  a  certain 
extent,  for  there  was  nobody  wild  enough 
to  suppose  that  it  would  totally  end;  then 
take  twelve  years  as  the  maximum,  during 
which  negroes  were  to  give  compalaory 
labour — though  he  hoped  it  would  not  be 
near  so  long ;  but  suppose  that  in  that 
space  of  time,  the  sugar  cultivation  were 
diminished  one-fourth,  or  even  a  third — 
well,  then,  the  revenue  from  that  would 
not  be  paid  by  the  planter  nor  the  merchant, 
but  by  the  consumer,  who  was  the  party 
to  pay  all.  It  might  be  also  askedr--but 
where  is  that  sugar  to  come  from  ?  There 
might  be  an  increase  of  prodaction  in  some 
of  the  other  sugar  colonies ;  but  this  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  slave  trade ; 
but  of  course  this  increase,  although  prob- 
able, was  not  to  be  reckoned  upon  posi- 
tively. However,  if  this  were  not  likely  to 
take  place,  why  was  there  a  protecting 
duty  of  81.  per  cwt.  upon  slave  sugar  ?  Tlie 
people  of  England  paid,  if  his  noble  friend's 
calculations  were  correct,  1,600,000/. 
annually  for  this  protection  to  slave  sugar; 
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but,  at  all  erentfl,  they  paid  more  in  this 
way  than  any  defalcation  resulting  from 
the  pieseot  measure  would  amount  to.  He 
wasy  anlbrtuBately,  old  enough  to  recol- 
lect the  discussions  on  the  question  of  the 
slaTC  trade  abolition,  and  there  were  quite 
as  many  gloomy  anticipations  upon  that 
account  as  there  existed  at  present  from 
the  projected  negro  emancipation.  They 
were  then,  as  now,  told,  '*  Look  to  so  many 
thousand  tons  of  shipping;  look  to  so 
many  thousands  of  seamen  engaged  in 
navigating  the  worst  coast  in  the  world  for 
disease,  and  therefore  calculated  to  be  the 
best  nursery  for  the  navy ;  and  look  to  the 
effect  that  the  stopping  of  this  traffic  will 
have  on  your  trade/'  No  doubt  this  traffic 
was  then  a  favourite,  as  the  colonies  now 
were  with  one  part  of  the  Legislature ;  it 
was  also,  as  slavery  now  is,  eulogized ; 
but,  nevertheless,  he  had  lived  to  see  an 
end  put  to  it  by  that  Government  of  which 
his  noble  friend  (Earl  Grey)  was  at  the 
time  the  head  in  the  House  of  Ck)mmons ; 
and  not  merely  was  it  put  an  end  to  by 
the  Government,  but  by  the  friends  of 
humanity  throughout  the  country,  led  by 
that  venerable  advocate  of  all  that  was 
good,  Mr.  WilberfoTce,  who,  he  was  glad, 
had  lived  to  see  the  present  day,  as  well 
aa  the  time,  when  the  justice  and  feeling 
of  the  people  of  England  were  roused  and 
put  an  end  to  that  traffic  which,  as  he  had 
said,  suffered  its  termination  through  the 
undoubted  instrumentality  of  his  noble 
friend  now  at  the  head  of  the  Government. 
Not  only  was  an  end  put  to  it,  but  just 
punishment  was  denounced  against  who- 
ever should  carry  it  on,  and  it  was  declared 
that  any  man  should  be  hanged  by  the 
neck  till  he  was  dead  for  that  which  had 
just  before  been  pronounced  essential  for 
the  maintenance  of  our  commerce,  our 
manufactures,  and  our  navigation,  and 
which  reasoners  of  the  same  class  had 

nhecied  they  would  never  survive ;  and 
loped  that  we  should  live  to  see  the 
day  when  the  existence  of  slavery  would 
be  spoken  of  as  we  now  spoke  of  the 
'*  accursed  African  slave  trade.''  The 
noble  Baron  had  said,  he  was  sorry  we  did 
not  rest  the  question  on  higher  ground 
than  that  of  policy,  and  the  fact  was,  that 
it  was  rested  upon  much  higher  ground, 
but  it  was  also  consistent  with  the  sound- 
est and  best  policy,  and  not  merely  with 
that,  but  with  humanity  and  justice,  and 
upon  this  treble  title  did  this  measure 

reat|  whfch  would  ease  tbe  owner  of  the 


slave  from  the  weight  of  such  unjust  pro- 
perty, and  also  release  the  character  of 
the  nation  from  a  stain  which,  while 
slavery  existed,  must  always  disfigure  it. 
It  had  been  alleged  that  sufficient  was  not 
done  to  conciliate  the  legislatures  of  the 
colonies,  but  now  they  were  left  with  a 
most  happy  power,  which,  he  hoped,  would 
conciliate  them— the  power  to  shorten  the 
time  of  their  fellow-creatures'  bondage, 
and  to  this  conciliation,  he  hoped,  they 
would  respond.  And  now  upon  another 
point.  Whatever  was  the  popularity  of 
that  House,  and  whatever  was  the  respect 
entertained  for  it  by  the  people  of  the 
country,  which  he  would  not  then  stop  to 
discuss,  surely  that  popularity  and  that 
respect  the  elaborate  vituperation  of  the 
other  House  of  Parliament,  by  any  Mem- 
ber of  their  Lordships*  House,  could  not, 
by  any  means,  extend ;  and  yet  the  noble 
Baron  had  indulged  in  language  with  re- 
gard to  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Commons  which  would  have  been  much 
better  dispensed  with.  He  would  say, 
and  he  would  repeat  it  with  a  confidence 
that  could  not  be  shaken,  that  a  more 
honest,  a  more  upright,  and  a  more  inde- 
pendent House  of  Commons  than  the 
present,  had  never  been  elected  to  watch 
over  the  interests  of  a  great  and  a  free 
people.  Their  Lordships,  by  cordially 
co-operating  with  that  House  of  Commons 
in  forwarding  the  great  measure  before 
them  would,  he  confidently  repeated,  in- 
sure themselves  the  love,  gratitude,  and 
respect  of  the  country. 

Lord  Ellenhoroughy  in  explanation, 
begged  to  say,  that  he  had  never  intended 
to  convey  any  censure  on  the  other  House 
of  Parliament.  Nothing  that  had  fallen 
from  him  could  be  so  construed,  and  he 
positively  and  unequivocally  denied  that 
he  had  had  any  such  intention. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  the 
part  of  the  noble  Baron's  speech  alluding 
to  the  late  proceedings  of  the  other  House 
of  Parliament  seemed  to  bear  the  interpret- 
ation he  had  put  on  it.  If  the  noble 
Baron  did  not  intend  to  convey  censure 
by  the  allusion,  he  must,  of  course,  have 
misunderstood  the  noble  Baron's  meaning. 
•  Lord  Ellenborough :  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  had  charged  him  with 
elaborate  vituperation,  but  he  denied  the 
fact. 

Lord  Wynford  said,  that  the  effect  of 
the  Resolutions  proposed,  if  acted  upon, 
woold  be  to  injure  our  own  trade  and 
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commerce,  while  it  ladvanced  those  of 
other  countries.  He  doubted,  if  slaves 
could  be  induced  to  work  upon  sugar 
estates  for  any  wages  except  sucn  as  would 
be  too  high.  There  was  not  sufficient 
evidence  before  the  Committee  to  prove 
that  they  would  work  in  sugar  cultivation 
at  all  for  hire.  The  West-India  planters 
were  anxious  to  have  witnesses  examined 
to  that  point  before  the  Committee,  but 
were  put  off  from  time  to  time  until  it  was 
too  late.  There  was  some  slight  evidence 
on  the  other  side,  but  not  sufficient,  in  his 
judgment,  to  settle  the  question.  Even 
their  Lordships  proposed  to  assent  to  a 
vote  of  20,000,000/.  for  the  planters, 
which  sum  after  all  might  not  amount  to 
a  just  compensation.  He  could  not  con- 
sent  to  this  Resolution,  without  knowing 
whether  or  not  it  was  the  sum  that  the 
public  ought  to  pay,  or  the  planters  ought 
to  accept  of,  in  liquidation  of  their  jqst 
claims.  The  fact  was,  that  the  question 
had  been  urged  on  by  senseless  clamour. 
No  man  had  a  greater  respect  for  the 
sense  of  the  people  when  calmly  and  dis- 
passionately expressed ;  but  a  cry  got  up 
as  this  against  slavery  had  been  coukl  not 
be  called  the  deliberate  sense  of  the 
nation.  Suppose,  in  consequence  of 
emancipation,  that  sugar  should  cease  to 
be  cultivated  altogether  in  the  colonies, 
20,000,000/.  would  not  then  be  sufficient 
compensation  to  the  planters.  It  might 
be  sufficient  as  payment  for  their  slaves, 
but  would  not  remunerate  them  for  their 
other  losses.  His  noble  and  learned 
friend  (Lord  Brougham)  had  said,  that  if 
sugar  cultivation  ceased  altogether,  or  was 
diminished  in  their  own  colonies,  the 
article  would  be  supplied  in  sufficient 
abundance  from  other  countries.  But  he 
would  ask,  were  these  countries  likely  to 
take  our  manufactures  as  the  colonies  at 
present  did  ?  He  feared  the  result  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  slavery  in  the  West  Indies 
would  be  to  aggravate  and  extend  the 
evils  of  slavery  in  the  colonies  of  other 
countries.  His  noble  and  learned  friend 
should  recollect,  that  when  the  slave-trade 
was  abolished,  and  he  (Lord  Wynford) 
voted  for  the  measure  at  the  time,  treaties 
were  soon  after  made  with  other  nations, 
pledging  them  also  to  put  an  end  to  the 
trade  within  a  limited  time.  Nothing  of 
the  kind  was  proposed  now.  In  his  opin- 
ion, the  better  course  would  be,  not  to 
bring  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  at  all  upon 

the  fubjecty  but  teaye  the  matter  to  the 


discretion  •f  the  Colomdl 
Those  legisktures  bad,  iiMa  1893, 
miicb  for  the  slaves.  They  wosM  vidaU 
the  principles  of  the  Consiitiition  by  Um 
counse  of  legislation  now  propoacdt  ibr 
they  were  bound  not  to  interiefe  with  the 
authority  of  the  Colonial  Legislatvi 
cept  in  cases  of  neceisity,  and  thai 
sity  he  did  not  think  eaisted  in  the 
sent  case.  He  maintained,  thai  if  tiM 
Legislaiuie  interfered  wiih  the  faodieua 
of  the  colonial  assemblies,  tbey  weufcl  hi« 
fringe  upon  the  charter  by  wkicb  llman 
assemblies  were  established.  He  denied 
that  a  case  bad  been  made  ont  to  jiialify 
the  interference  of  the  British  PailiiMneM. 
Why  should  not  the  loeal  aseembbet  im 
the  colonies  have  the  gratifioatbn  of  them- 
selves emancipating  the  slaves  ? 

The  Earl  of  Ripon  replied,  and  ob* 
served,  that  if  the  Order  in  Counoil  of 
1831,  which  related  to  razoni  fer  ihe 
negroes  was  ridiculous,  as  had  heeo 
termed  by  the  noble  Duke,  it  was  founded 
upon  that  of  1825,  to  which  |ho  noblo 
Duke  bad  been  a  party. 

The  four  first  Resolotione  weie  agreed 
to. 

On  the  fifth  ResolutJoni  the  Doke  of 
Wellington  moved,  to  leave  out  the  ivords, 
''  on  liberal  and  comprehensiiie  prin- 
ciples." 

Amendment  negatived,  aqd  the  Reso- 
lution agreed  to. 

The  copcurrence  of  their  Lordships  in 
the  Resolutions,  was  ordered  to  be  oom- 
municated  in  a  conference  to  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Against  th.^  words  in  the  fifth  Resolo- 
tion,  to  which  the  Duke  of  Welliogtoa 
objected^  his  Grace  entered  the  following 
Protest. 

''  Pi-otest  against  agreeing  to  the  proposed 
Amendment  to  the  fifth  Resolution 
of  the  House  of  Commons  on  Goto- 
nial  Slavery. 
'*  Dissentient^ 
'^  1st.  Because  it  must  he  s  pposed 
that  any  system  of  moral  and  religious 
education  proposed  by  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, must  be  founded  upon  princi* 
pies  sufficiently  liberal  and  comprehensive, 
to  ensure  the  improvement  and  permanent 
welfare  of  the  negro  population. 

**  2nd.  Because  the  insertion  of  the 
words  *'  upon  liberal  and  comprehenstvo 
principles"  in  the  fifth  Resolution,  which 

wQids  w^ro  M^  IB  Iba  ReooluiiQn  whta 
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6r«l  ffOjpoui  to  Parliament,  is  calculated 
to  create  a  feeKng  in  the  coloniet*  that  it 
is  intended' to  employ  in  the  religions  and 
meral  edneation  of  the  negro  population 
daaaet  of  persons  whom  the  proprietors 
and  otiier  free  inhabitants  of  the  oolonies 
refrard  with  apprehension  and  distrust, 
and  of  whose  conduct  they  think  that  they 
hafo  raasoB  to  complain. 

**  3rd.  Because  such  feeling  is  calcu- 
larted  to  prev^ent  the  suceessful  attaiunent 
of  the  object  of  the  Ihvt  Resolution,  which 
depends  upon  the  consent  of  the  colonial 
l(9gislatures,  and  upon  the  cordial  co- 
operation and  assistance  of  the  proprietors 
and  colonists  at  large  in  the  measures  in- 
tended to  be  adopted. 

"  Wellington." 

[Between  the  27th  of  June  and  July  1, 
the  following  signatures  were  added  to 
tkis  Protest,  pursuant  to  the  special  leave 
given  for  sueh  purpose  by  the  House  of 
Juonis:-*-" 

Skncst.  Camprn. 

Salmbort.  Dartmouth. 

ROSSLYN.  BrOWNLOW 

Kp.mton.  Wallacb. 

Gordon.  Pbnshurbt. 

Ellbnborough.  Vanb. 

Mblros.  Sandwich. 

Saltbrbpord.  Hay.] 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  June  25,  1833. 


MiJiMaibJ  PftimoiidtwL  Oo  Uw Molioo  of  Mr.  War- 
JiL'RTOir,  im  Account  nf  the  Money  received  io  163S  by 
thp  Royal  Coltcgeior  Saigeom  in  London*  Kdinburgtii 
«ad  DoMb,  fcr  DIploaiM  gnnlad,  nd  bow  that  Money 


Pciitioos  proentedi  By  Mr.  E.  J.  Stanuiv,  from  the 
Worieytn  Mecfiodhte  oT  Lynn,  In  (kmut  at  the  Puoehial 
Batm  fcuwprtmi  BUU—By  Lord  Aaauiv,  from  GlMfoWf 
in  avour  of  the  Faotoiiot  Regulation  BUlr—By  Mr. 
EoBBToir,  from  the  Surfeonf  and  Apothecaries  of  Bladc- 
tam  and  Stockport,  against  the  Apothecaries  BilL~By 
UiloDel  Tosiisa%  from  BoUoo,  in  favour  of  the  Fac- 
toria  Rc^gulation  BilL— By  Mr.  Baknxrman,  frxim  Cork, 
Ibr  Ekteading  the  Providonsor  the  Apothtaarici  BUI  to 
IidiinU  ITy  Mr.  Bmth,  from  the  Clergy  of  Notthumfacr- 
laad.  i^HlnsC  the  Church  TemponOitica  (IvalaiMl).— By  Mr. 
RonaucK,  firom  Hammersmith,  for  the  Liberation  of 
MeMTi.  Taylor,  Twort,  and  Wmd.— ByMr.  PAmiFOL, 
fCHB  Itw  Piiwiiiiof  Soutti  Shield  for  Redrna  of  their 
Grievancci}  ftnm  the  Independents  of  Colchester,  for 
the  Immediate  Aliolition  of  Slsvery ;  and  from  Brighton 
and  StmlUBlcks  for  dianaiting  Chmdi  and  State— By 
Mb  SeamttMriMUO,  from  Binnh^ham,  for  a  Repeal  of  all 
Taxes  on  Knowledge ;  and  from  the  same  Place,  for  an 
Altifatlan  in  the  Law  of  K)cetmcnt. — ^By  Mr.  Romiuck, 
Ami  Brialolp  for  *•  RedMUflO  of  Taxation. 

Floogivq  in  the  Army.]  Go  Mr. 
Buekajighainv  whose  Motion  relative  to 
flejKgiof  ID  the  army  and  navy  stood  for 
tliii  evBoiaft  btiug  wkd. 


Mr.  Ellice  rose  and  said,  that,  before 
the  hon.  Qentleoian  proceeded  to  make 
his  Motion,  he  wished  to  inform  the 
House,  that  since  the  subject  had  been 
under  discussion  in  the  House,  it  had 
occupied  the  serious  attention  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  and  that  an  order 
had  been  framed,  he  could  not  as  yet  say 
it  had  been  issued,  but,  if  not  issued,  no 
delay  would  take  place  in  issuing  it,  re- 
stricting the  practice  of  inflicting  corporal 
punishment  as  nearly  as  possible  to  those 
cases  specified  io  the  Amendment  moved 
by  the  hon.  member  for  Middlesex  on  a 
former  occasion,  and  which  had  lieen 
seconded  by  the  hon.  Baronet,  the  mem- 
ber for  Westminster.  Alihough  he  might 
mislead  the  House  by  stating  that  the 
Resolution  in  question  had  been  couched 
in  the  very  terms  of  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member ;  yet  he  believed  it  was 
nearly  so;  and  of  this  he  could  assure  the 
House,  that  his  Majesty's  Government 
were  most  anxious  that  the  infliction  of 
corporal  punishment  should  be  restricted 
within  the  utmost  possible  limits  that  were 
supposed  to  be  consistent  with  the  main- 
tenance of  discipline  in  the  army.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  under  such  circum- 
stances, that  the  hon.  Member  would 
withdraw  his  Motion,  and  that  he  would 
not  renew  it  during  the  present  Session. 
It  was  most  important  that  they  should 
not  have  a  discussion  again  upon  it  during 
the  present  Session,  and  he  therefore 
trusted,  that  the  hon.  Member  would  be 
disposed  to  place  confidence  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  who  were  most  anx- 
ious to  do  all  in  their  power  to  restrain  the 
practice  in  question,  and  that  he  would 
not  renew  his  notice  on  the  sul)ject  during 
this  Session. 

Mr.  Buckingham  had  heard  the  state- 
ment just  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man with  very  great  satisfaction,  and  he 
was  sure,  that  it  would  be  satisfactory 
both  to  the  House  and  to  the  country. 
To  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself,  in 
no  small  degree,  was  due  the  credit  that 
attached  to  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  instance.  He  was  willing  to 
give  a  proof  of  the  confidence  which  he 
placed  in  the  good  intentions  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  by  withdrawing  his  Mo- 
tion for  the  present  Session,  and  thus 
giving  a  trial  to  the  experiment  which 
they  proposed  of  reducing  the  amount  of 
corporal  punishment  in  the  army.  He 
beggady  bowever|  in  doiog  so,  to  giv^ 
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notice^  that  if  it  should  be  found  that  the 
system  which  they  now  proposed  did  not 
work  well,  he  would  renew  his  Motion 
nejLt  Session  for  the  abolition  altogether 
of  corporal  punishment  in  the  army. 

Juries  (I RELANi)).]  Mr*  Show  rose 
tq  move  for  a  copy  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
and  the  Irish  Judges,  relative  to  the  Irish 
Juries  Bill.  He  would  be  the  last  person 
to  ask  for  such  a  document  if  it  could  be 
considered  a  confidential  communication, 
or  one  advising  the  discretion  of  the 
Executive.  But  a  moment's  consideration 
of  the  nature  of  the  paper  in  question 
would  show,  that  a  refusal  to  produce  it 
could  not  be  cloaked  under  the  plea  of  its 
being  a  confidential  communication.  The 
Bill  to  which  it  had  reference  passed  the 
House  last  Session,  and  afterwards  was 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Lords — while  the  Bill  was  in 
thai  state,  the  Secretary  for  Ireland 
addressed  an  official  communication  to 
the  twelve  Irish  Judges,  requesting  their 
opinion  how  far  its  principle  could  be 
carried  into  effect  without  endangering 
the  due  execution  of  Justice.  The  Judges 
had  written  an  official  answer,  the.  exist- 
ence of  which  was  not  only  admitted, 
but  their  opinion  had  been  represented 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  as 
favourable  to  the  measure,  while  five  peers 
who  had  read  the  opinion  solemnly  and 
expressly  recorded  their  dissent  from  the 
measure  because  the  opinion  of  the  Judges 
was  unfavourable  to  it,  and  he  (Mr.  Shaw) 
would  add,  that  having  been  permitted  by 
the  courtesy  of  the  hon.  Grentleman  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Lamb),  to  read  the  opinion  him- 
self, that  while  the  Judges  admitted  that 
some  of  the  enactments  of  the  Bill  might 
be  introduced  with  advantage,  they  con- 
veyed their  most  distinct  disapprobation  of 
its  principal  provisions.  The  main  feature 
was  the  establishment  of  a  Juror's  book. 
That  was  the  important  and  material 
change  made  by  the  Bill ;  and  the  Judges 
declared,  that  in  the  present  state  of  Ire- 
land that  alteration  in  the  Jury  system  was 
most  objectionable,  and  must  lead  to  con- 
sequences endangering  the  administration 
of  justice  in  that  country.  They  also 
said,  that  in  their  opinion  the  great  ma- 
jority of  persons  who  would,  under  the 
Bill,  be  qualified  in  respect  of  property  to 
serve  as  Jurors,  would  in  all  other  requisites 
of  a  Juror  be  unfit  to  be  returned  on  a 


panel.  In  strictness  be  was  readjf  ta  adisk 
that  the  House  was  not  bowad  by  ibe 
opinions  of  others*  however  gmnyltfat 
they  might  be  to  form  a  conect  opinioB, 
but  that  was  more  in  theory  tbaa  in 
practice^  for,  above  all  other  tjnie«»  «L  Che 
present  were  Commissions  issued  wilfao«t 
end  to  advise  the  House  on  queniom* 
with  regard  to  which  it  waa  abost  «o 
legislate.  He  might  instance  the  &e* 
tories,  the  Poor-laws,  the  Law  Amende 
ments,  Commissioners,  whose  f^piniiNis 
were  constantly  quoted,  and  in  many  ia« 
stances,  were  made  the  groundwork « of 
legislation.  He  would  ask»  then»  caould 
there  be  any  subject-matter  of  legisUtioa 
more  needing  sound  advice  and  ooosidera- 
tion  than  that  which  must  so  vitally  ttSect 
the  Administration  of  the  Law  in  Ireland 
as  the  Jury  Bill  in  question,  or  a  bttiy  of 
individuals  more  competent  to  form  a  just 
opbion  on  any  subject  than  the  Irish 
Judges  were  as  to  the  execution  of  the  laws 
in  which  they  were  daily  and  hourly  en- 
gaged ?  The  question,  however,  was  not 
whether  their  opinion  should  ever  have 
been  taken,  or  whether  it  was  in  itself  right 
or  wrpng,  but  when  it  had  not  only  been 
taken,  but  subsequently  referred  to  by 
members  of  the  Irish  Qovemment^  and 
when  contradictory  conjitructionshad  been 
put  upon  it,  whether  it  was  not  just  as  re- 
garded the  Judges  that  their  deliberately 
pronounced  opinion  should  be  allowed  to 
speak  for  itself;  and  fair  towards  the  House 
that  so  valuable  and  important  a  document 
should  not  be  withheld,  when  they  weie 
called  upon  at  such  a  period  as  the  pre- 
sent, and  under  the  existing  circumstaaces 
of  Ireland,  to  pass  a  law  which  would 
unsettle  the  whole  Jury  system  of  that 
country?  He  trusted  the  Government 
would  not  resist  the  Motion*  The  hon* 
and  learned  Member  concluded  by 
moving  for  a  copy  of  the  document  in 
question. 

Mr.  Littleton  was  sorry  that  he  Mt 
obliged  to  object  to  the  Motion.  He 
sincerely  wished,  that  be  could,  consist-- 
ent  with  sound  principle  and  precedent 
lay  the  paper  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  called  for  on  the  Table 
of^the  House;  for  though  the  Judges 
expressed  their  disapprobation  of  one  part 
of  the  Bill,  it  would  be  found,  that  they 
bore  valuable  testimony  to  the  utility  and 
advantage  of  other  parts  of  it.  There  was 
no  precedent  for  granting  such  a  teinm 
as  this  i  on  the  score  of  oonveniencsy  loo,. 
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ilie  Molioii  wu  objectioMbley  and  if  they 
should  grant  soch  a  retani  as  this,  similar 
retarns  must  be  granted  in  every  other 

Gokmel  ConoUy  was  sorry  to  find,  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  objected  to  the 
ppodttction  of  the  document  in  questioub 
fie  had  had  several  conversations  with  the 
J«idges  in  Ireland  upon  the  subject,  and 
they  all  were  of  opinion  the  Bill  in  ques- 
tion, in  many  of  its  details,  must  operate 
anything  but  beneficially.  The  constitu- 
tion of  Juries  in  Ireland  was  a  subject 
than  which  nothing  could  be  of  greater 
importance,  and  he,  therefore,  could  not 
help  tegrettiog,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  object  to  the  production  of  a 
document  which  would  enable  the  House 
to  come  to  a  sound  decision  on  the  subject. 
He  was  there  authorized  to  give  utterance 
to  the  sentiments  of  the  Judges,  and  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  stating,  that  they  all 
reprobated  that  part  of  the  measure  which 
appeared  to  give  so  much  satisfaction  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  the  mem- 
ber for  Dublin. 

Mr.  Ruthven  highly  approved  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  in  refusing  to 
grant  this  return*  Such  a  document 
should  not  be  produced  for  the  purpose  of 
influencing  tbe  determination  of  the  Legis- 
lature* 

Mr.  O'Cofmell  protested  against  the 
production  of  this  document  for  the  pur- 
pose of  influencing  Parliament,  and  must 
say,  that  he  doubted  whether  the  Judges 
should  have  been  consulted  at  all  upon 
the  Bill.  He  was  sorry  to  hear,  that  they 
appit»ved  so  much  of  the  Bill.  He  would 
much  rather  that  they  had  altogether  dis- 
approved of  it. 

Mr,  Anthony  Lefroy  regretted  very 
much,  that  his  Majesty's  Government  had 
come  to  the  decision  of  opposing  the  Mo- 
tion of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend.  He 
thought  the  Government  was  bound  to 
give*  the  House  every  information  upon 
the  subject,  before  they  called  upon  hon. 
Members  to  pronounce  an  opinion  on  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  Stanley  was  ready  to  agree  in  the 
statement  that  the  opinion  of  the  Judges 
should  not  be  brought  forward  in  order  to 
influence  the  decisions  of  that  House. 
After  what  had  passed  on  the  subject  of 
this  Bill  last  Session,  the  Government  had 
thou|^ht  it  necessary  to  take  the  opinion 
of  the  Judges  in  Ireland  as  to  the  prac- 
'  working  and  effect  of  the  measure. 


He  quite  agreed  with  his  right  hon, 
friend,  that  it  would  be  most  inconvenient 
to  bring  forward  such  an  opinion,  espe- 
cially with  a  view  to  influence  the  decision 
of  that  House.  The  Judges  should  be 
strictly  confined  to  the  discharge  of  their 
judicial  functk>ns.  He  repeat^,  that  it 
would  be  a  most  inconvenient  precedent 
to  drag  forward  an  opinion  of  the  Judges, 
given  in  a  confidential  manner  to  the  Go- 
vernment, with  a  view  to  influence  the 
proceedings  of  the  Legislature.  He  re- 
gretted that  it  had  been  noticed  in  any 
wav  for  such  a  purpose  in  another  place. 

Mr.  Shaw  said,  that  if  the  opinion  of  the 
Judges  was  not  to  be  produced,  he  cer- 
tainly concurred  with  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman that  it  ought  not  to  have  been 
referred  to,  and  he  could  only  remind  tbe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  first  person 
who  had  referred  to  the  opinion  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  his  own  views 
(though  if  produced  it  must  have  the  very 
contrary  eflect)  was  the  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Ireland.  He  did  not  deny,  that  in  a 
constitutional  point  of  view  it  was  the 
province  of  Juries  to  check  and  control 
Judges,  but  no  one  knew  better  than  the 
honorable  and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr. 
O'Connell)  that  that  was  not  the  only 
duty  Irish  Juries  had  to  perform;  and 
upon  that  account  he  readily  believed  the 
hon.  Gentleman  when  he  said,  that  tbe 
less  the  Judges  liked  the  Bill,  the  better  it 
would  please  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber. He  (Mr.  Shaw)  had  heard  no  good 
reason  given  for  the  non-production  of  the 
correspondence,  but  he  would  leave  with 
the  Government  the  responsibility  of 
refusing  his  Motion. 

Motion  withdrawn, 

ChUBGB   TsiCPOBAUTIBS  (laBLAND).^ 

The  House  on  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Stanley  resolved  itself  into  a  (Committee 
on  the  Church  Temporalities  (Ireland) 
Bill 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  on  moving  the 
first  part  of  schedule  A,  fixing  the  yearly 
tax  chargeable  upon  all  benefices,  observed 
that  the  schedule  had  been  formed  on  the 
principle  of  a  per  oentage,  increasing  ac 
cording  to  the  value  of  the  living,  and 
commencing  at  five  per  cent,  upon  livings 
of  200/.  annual  value.  It  had,  however, 
been  suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
(the  member  for  Tamworth)  by  the  notice 
of  motion  which  he  had  given,  that  this 
taxation  ought  only  to  commence  on  livings 
of  300L  per  annum;  but  by  that  course 


ifidS        Church  Temporalities       {COMMONS} 


fheland,) 


itee 


this  inoonT^nienee  would  arise — ^namely^ 
that  by  the  scale  as  it  at  present  stood,  a 
living  exceeding  300^ — say,  amounting  to 
301/.  annually,  would  be  diminished  by  the 
amount  of  7/*  10«.  annually,  while  a  Uving 
worth  299/.  would  not  be  taxed  at  all,  and 
subject  to  no  deduction  whatever.  The 
principle  the  Government  had  adopted  was, 
to  increase  the  amount  of  taxation  ac 
cording  to  the  increased  annual  revenue  of 
each  party,  and  to  this  principle  he  did 
not  apprehend  there  could  be  any  ob- 
jection. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  that  he  would  call 
the  particular  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  few  observations,  and  the  proposition 
he  was  about  to  make.  He  miut  first  give 
his  opinion  as  a  general  proposition*— that 
this  was  a  most  unfortunate  time  for  setting 
about  to  impose  a  fixed  tax  upon  the  in. 
comes  of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  when 
there  existed  such  peculiar  uncertainty  as 
to  the  amount  of  that  income.  Why,  the 
House  had,  within  no  extended  period, 
been  under  the  necessity  of  voting  two 
separate  sums  of  money  to  the  Irish  Church, 
in  order  to  relieve  them  from  the  necessity 
of  going  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  law 
for  the  attainment  of  their  legal  rights. 
For  all  he  could  see,  they  would  still  labour 
under  the  same  difficulties,  even  after  No- 
vember this  year.  Whatever  might  be  the 
result  of  this  measure,  he  was  very  sorry 
that  the  charge  should  be  defrayed  by  a 
graduated  Income-tax;  and  he  the  more 
particalarly  objected  to  it  from  the  prece. 
dent  which  it  would  be  establishing.  It 
was  the  more  extraordinary,  too,  after  the 
strong  manner  in  which  the  idea  of  a  gra* 
duated  Property  or  Inooroe-tax  had  been 
repudiated  by  Ministers  themselves  only 
the  other  night.  But  the  great  question 
he  wished  to  speak  to  was,  whether  it  was 
right,  proper,  or  expedient,  that  benefices 
under  the  value  of  300/.  a-year  should  be 
taxed  at  all  ?  He  did  not  believe,  that  the 
Ministers  themselves  were  very  much  in- 
clined to  insist  upon  this  poiut;  and  he 
felt  certain  that  the  unbiassed  opinion  of 
the  House  would  be  in  accordance  with 
his  Amendment — that  no  benefice  under 
300/.  a.year  should  be  taxed.  But  there 
could  really  be  no  beneficial  result  from 
commencing  the  taxation  u^on  livings  ex- 
ceeding 200/. ;  the  tax  upon  such  would  not 
raise  more  than  732/.  annually,  or  only 
one-fortieth  part  of  the  revenue  expected 
to  be  thus  raised.  From  this  the  expenses 
of  the  collection  and  of  litigation  must  be 
deducted ;  and  when  this  was  donc;  he  felt 


satisfied,  that  not  mors  than  5001.  detr 
would  accrtie  from  the  taxation  of  dicaB 
small  livings*  He,  therefore,  would  nwge 
his  proposition  on  the  giound  of  good  fi* 
naneial  policy,  whteh  w«8»  to  avoid  ndsiitg 
such  a  tax  in  naymenti  of  5#.  or  lOir.  horn 
each  individuaL  But,  apart  from  bU  6i»ii* 
cial  questtons,  he  weuld  pot  it  to  the  Uooae 
whether  a  man  of  liberal  edui»tioii»  Mcm^ 
loudy  performing  his  spiritual  dotieSy  not 
very  capable  (rf*  managing  peouniery  iffurs, 
and  having  •  fan^ily,  with  an  income  cf 
300/.  »-year,  was  a  fit  subject  £or  taxasion. 
Such  a  man  had  also  to  answer  the  de» 
mands  of  diarity,  and  the  tax  would  disw 
from  his  means  to  answer  tbem.  On  all 
these  grounds  he  hoped  the  right  hoa.  gen- 
tleman opposite  (Mr.  Stanley)  would  con- 
sent  to  leave  untouched  the  dergynun 
of  300/.  per  annum  —  an  income  only 
sufiicient  to  support  his  family  with  de- 
cency. 

Mr.  Secretary  Slanlejtf  said,  that  the 
point  was  not  one  to  which  he  really  at«> 
tached  much  importance,  but  was  one  alto- 

Sther  for  the  feeling  and  judgment  of  the 
ouse.  The  grounds  upon  which  2001. 
incomes  had  been  made  the  minima  m  at 
whidi  taxation  should  commenee  was  be. 
cause  that  was  the  maximum  amount  of 
augmentation,  and,  he  thought,  that  no 
injustice  was  done  by  the  propoaed  scale 
of  taxation.  The  sacrifice  of  income  by 
the  adoption  of  the  proposition  of  tbe 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  most  ceitainly  very 
trifling  in  amount,  and  the  point  was  one 
on  which  each  Member  mig^t  exeraae  his 
own  discretion;  in  short,  it  was  for  the 
House  to  say  whether  the  limk  for  tax. 
ation  shoold  be  300/.  or  900L  incones. 
The  sum  of  200/.  had  boon  seleofeed  «s  the 
point  to  begin  at,  because  that  was  the 
point  wheie  the  augmentation  was  to  step. 
It  was,  he  considered,  neither  unjust  nor 
unfair  that  taxation  should  begin  where 
augmentation  ended.  He  admitted,  that 
the  subject  was  open  to  consideration  ;  but 
he  thought  that  the  sum  levied  on  200L 
was  not  unfair.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  said,  that  Ministers  could  not,  upon 
their  own  principles — they  having  objected, 
and  properly  objected,  to  a  graduated  tax 
on  property — consent  to  a  graduated  tax 
on  the  incomes  of  the  clergy.  But  tliere 
was,  in  his  opinion,  a  great  di&rcnce  be- 
tween the  property  of  the  Church  and  the 
property  of  individuals.  To  whomsoever 
the  property  of  the  Church  might  00^  it 
did  not  belong  to  them  as  individua&*-it 
bcloDgod  to  the  corporation*    The  prindple 
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^gnduMd  9np;;*J^  h-1  aten. 
g— cy  to«finlifl»  propMty  among  iimuyi- 
duaisy  but  tha  tendency  of  a  ^nduatcd 
aeheaw  of  taxation  on  tiie  inoone  of  the 
di&fgf  had  no  tendency  to  equalise  pro. 
petty*  A  gndoated  Pfopeity»tax  to  equal- 
ise uDpeityy  was  an  objtct  at  which  the 
LegHlatuie  ought  not  to  aim.  Toaay^that 
one  man  bad  too  little,  and  another  too 
much,  waa  not  within  the  competency  of 
Piatliamenty  and  the  attempt  winch  would 
cany  it  beyend  ita  power  woold  be  aa  un« 
joet  as  it  would  be  ruinouf*  The  Chuidi 
property  by  being  taxed  on  this  naduatad 
sealer  waa  only  more  equally  distributed 
among  the  members  of  the  same  Corpou 
ratioii,  but  fiv  the  State  to  take  from  the 
rich  and  give  to  the  poor,  was  confiication. 
He  thought  that  no  ooropariton  could  be 
instituted  between  the  mduated  tax  pro- 
p6aed  on  the  dexgy,  and  a  gra^hiated  Pro- 
perty-tax. A  property-tax  on  the  prindple 
of  padustiaB  had  a  tendency  to  determine 
one  rate  of  income  for  the  whole  commu- 
nity. The  graduated  tax  on  the  clergy 
was  only  an  equitable  distribution  of  an 
allotted  fund-^he  other  was  an  unjust 
spoliation^  If  the  House  thought  the  rate 
he  had  mentioned  too  high,  he  was  sure 
that  has  Mafesty 's  Oovemment  would  mske 
no  objection,  and  he  should  certainly  make 
non^  to  adopting  the  more  liberal  pcopo* 
sttion  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  He  would 
leave  it  entMy  to  the  House. 

Mr.  WmrburUm  smid»  though  that  was 
not  the  time  to  discum  the  prindple  of  a 
graduated  Property-tax,  he  waa  prepaicd 
to  show,  upon  a  first  rate  authority,  that 
such  m  tax  was  most  equitable.  The  ques- 
tion  hod  been  dinoiiasrd  br  Lta  Place  in  his 
''  llieory  of  Probabilities,"  and  whenever 
tlw  sttlgect  should  be  discussed  he  should 
be  piepand  to  support  bis  views  by  that 
authority. 

Sir  iMsri  Per/  would  readily  bow  to 
the  authority  of  La  Place  on  a  question  of 
puve  mathematics^  but  on  the  question  of 
a  graduated  Praperty.tax,  there  were  two 
other  elements  to  be  taken  into  oonsidera* 
tioa  berides  lihose  on  which  La  Place  had 
reasoned  La  Place  supposed  the  incomes 
to  be  Axed,  and  did  not  consider  the  means 
of  acquiring  them.  La  Place  did  not  es- 
timaie  the  influence  of  such  a  tax  on  in- 
dnsuy.  And  he  (Sir  Robert  Ptel)  was 
afiraid  that  the  desire  to  accumulate  wealth 
would  be  greatly  abated  by  a  graduated 
Propevty*tax. 

Mr.  Hmikeoie  recommended  the  Gcv 
t  to  acquiesce  in  what  he  thought 
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was  the  universal  wiiih  of  the  House.  The 
sum  of  300/.  seemed  little  enough  to  begin 
the  taxation. 

Mr.  OConntU  also  approved  of  the  al- 
teration. It  was  not  the  small  incomes  of 
the  lower  dcrgy,  hut  the  large  incomes  of 
the  Archbuhops  and  Bishops  which  ought 
to  be  reduced. 

Mr.  ShM  asked  if  the  whole  sum  would 
remain  as  it  was  before  the  proposed  alter- 
ation? 

Mr.  Secretary  Slanlry  replied,  that  the 
scale  would  remain  the  same,  except  cutting 
off  the  lower  part  of  it. 

Mr.  /fvme  was  glad  that  Uie  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  not  nxed  the  amount  at  500/. 
instead  of  800/.  as  the  Gentlemen  opporite 
would  have  been  ready  to  grant  it.  The 
great  point,  however,  was  to  take  care 
that  no  man  got  800/.  who  did  nothing 
for  it. 

The  suggestion  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  schedule  as  amended  was 
ordered  to  stand  part  of  the  Bill. 

The  Bill  to  be  reported. 

The  Houae  rasumed,  the  Report  brought 
up,  read,  and  to  be  taken  into  further  con- 
sidieration. 

UOUSE    or    COMMONS, 
Wednesday^  June  26,  1833. 

llnnmB.]  Plpcn  ordered.  On  tfae  Modon  of  Mr. 
Donnr.  •  RtlUB  ham  ttm  dafet  of  the  PiMvof  Hit 
tmrnal  Cowtte  of  Inland,  of  Qm  WUm  and  Tiao  at 
whidi  the  rcqioctive  Quarter  Scanoni  were  holdcD  ia 
189t.*-On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  O^onncll,  Acoounti  of  aD 
RMBlpti  «ad  IHabimtaMMli  by  tiM  OoipdralkB  of  DttUin 
Ibr  tbo]^  twoDty  yam^-On  the  Uatim  of  Mr.  Onw- 
ABT,  Llati  of  all  Peosioos  granted  by  the  EasMadia  Coid- 
pany  to  Cmnraandcn,  Oflloen,  Seamen,  Widows,  and 
Qndiaa^  of  tha  Ciwitawlai  MaatnoSaaTlae^  Itana  lyss  lo 
ftia  |want  thnat  alio  of  Command—  to  wlwm  Ooaar— »» 
tkn  was  given  in  confequenoo  of  a  chaqge  in  tJie  Shippiiy 
Syatem,  in  \T^.—Oa  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Riciuriw,  an 
Aaeouia  of  aU  Plaam  la  wUck  UaUid,  m  JWaUSloek 
Baaka  haw  boMi  FataMiihail,  under  tbo  Act  Tlh 
George  1th,  cap.  46.— On  the  Motion  of  Sir  RoaaaT 
Fmnovmm,  a  Return  of  the  Amount  advanced  by  the 
ImA  iiautwant  for  the  Snt  Ixpanw  of  «ah  Dhtiict 
Lanatae  Asyhnnt  and  tbo  Manntf  la  whkh  tiM  lateitat 
aad  Caitital  it  to  be,  or  haa  been.  Repaid :  alio  detailed 
Aeooonti  of  the  Ezpcnim  Incunvd,  and  other  Cnrcum> 
ftoaaai  aoMaataw  the  bMttoa  of  thaaa  DtaMat  laaallr 
Asyhuna.— On  the  MoCkm  of  Mr.  Homb,  aa  Awjiimi  of 
the  Quantity  of  all  Wert-India  Produce,  Exported  fWaa 
caeh  of  .the  Britiih  Oolooics,  and  fhmi  the  Mauritius, 
during  tba  lait  Ouae  yaan. 

Bill.    ReadathMttae^-BadOMiaAfaada. 

Petitiona  presented.  By  the  Earl  of  Lutcouf,  ttam  Eort 
Retford,  agitnat  the  Emandpatlon  of  the  Jews.—  By  Sir 
J0mm  Maxwbu.,  ftom  Jadtmigh  aad  PaJslny,  te  AMaw 
atioM  ia  the  Royal  Baigh  (SooUaad)  BtB.-<y  Mi. 
EaaRsoM  Tsnivknt,  from  Bel£Ht,  against  aay  Altecatiooa 
la  the  Duties  on  Poreign  Tfanbcrt  and  Ihim  Connor,  la 
tevQorof  the  Owai  JinlaB  (iMind)  BOL^By  M».  Vaa- 
Nosi  Smith,  bom  the  Uaitaiiaaaof  Noithanvioa,  lobe 
Relieved  from  the  Payment  of  Chuich  Ralas.~By  Mr.  C 
Woes,  from  tbt  Owncn  of  FHliln|*botii  bdoegiiif  to 
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Boxluuii,  Tottany,  eomplaioii^of  the  Urn  on  their  Trade 
tram  the  Admwton  of  Foreign  Fish  into  the  Market — ^By 
Mr.  Addams  Wiluam8»  ftom  Monmouth,  for  Amending 
the  Sale  of  Beer  Act— By  Bfr.  Sanwokd,  against  the 
Tithes  Oommutation  BilL 


Mabbiaoeb  by  Rohan  Catholic 
Pbiests.]  Mr.  Perrin  moved  the  Order 
of  the  Day  for  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill«  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
explained,  went  to  repeal  the  penalty  of 
500/.  to  which  Catholic  priests  were  liable 
in  Ireland  for  marrying  a  Catholic  and  a 
Protestant,  and  to  place  the  marriages  thus 
celebrated  by  Roman  Catholic  clergymen 
on  the  same  footing  as  those  celebrated  by 
Dissenting  Ministers.  He  did  not  appre- 
hend that  there  would  be  any  objection 
raised  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Colonel  Percevid,  while  he  was  ready  to 
mitigate  the  present  excessive  penalties  im- 
posed on  this  offence,  would  maintain,  that 
some  checks,  such  as  Secedera  were  liable 
to,  should  be  placed  upon  Roman  Catholic 
clergymen  marrying  Catholics  and  Protest- 
ants. If  there  was  no  clause  to  that  effect 
in  the  Bill,  and  if  such  a  clause  should  not 
be  introduced  into  it,  he  should  feel  it  his 
duty  to  oppose  the  measure. 

Mr.  Perrin  apprehended,  that  the  gallant 
Colonel  did  not  object  to  the  prindpJe  of  the 
Bill,  and  that  being  the  case,  if  it  should 
be  the  sense  of  the  House  that  the  clause 
he  mentioned  should  be  added  to  the  Bill, 
that  might  be  done  in  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Shanf  said,  that  though  he  thought 
the  penalty  in  question  should  be  mitigated, 
he  would  oppose  its  entire  removaL  It  was 
a  delusion  to  say,  that  this  Bill  went  to 
place  Roman  Catholic  clergymen  in  this 
respect  on  the  same  footing  as  other  Dis- 
senters in  Ireland,  for  that  was  no  footing 
at  alL  There- had  hitherto  existed  a  check 
upon  the  marriages  of  Catholics  and  Pro- 
testants by  Roman  Catholic  priests  in  Ire- 
land, and  he  hoped  that  the  House  would 
not  readily  consent  to  remove  it  entirely. 
He  would  certainly  mitigate  the  penalty, 
for  its  too  great  severity  went  to  defeat  its 
object ;  but  he  would  not  altogether  remove 
the  punishment  from  an  offence  which,  time 
out  of  mind  had  been  made  subject  to 
penalties  by  the  law  of  that  country. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  said,  it  appeared 
to  him,  that  the  objection  which  had  been 
just  urged  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle^ 
man  was  a  very  well-founded  one  against  the 
system  whicb  at  present  prevail^  in  Ire- 
land, but  it  was  not  a  well-founded  one 
against  the  principle  of  this  Bill,  which 
went  to  remove  an  enormously  dispropor- 
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tioned  penalty,  the  veiy  disproportion  cC 
which  in  a  great  degree  occasioned  the  evil 
in  question.  Wiliiout  entering  in:U>  the 
question  as  to  whether  it  might  not  be 
hereafter  advisable  to  introduce  a  geneisl 
regulation  with  r^aid  to  such  marriagies  by 
Roman  Catholic  dergpoesa  and  Diaseoting 
clergjnoien  in  Irehmd,-<»-«  question  vrhicrh 
was  much  too  extensive  at  present  for  dis. 
cussion,  but  whidi  hereafter  would  be  ^rell 
worthy  of  the  serious  attention  of  the 
House, — ^he  did  not  apprehend  that  there 
could  be  any  objection  to  the  second  pend- 
ing of  a  Bill  which  merely  went  to  place 
the  marriages  by  Roman  Catholic  dcrsy^ 
men  on  the  same  footing  with  those  cele- 
brated by  Dissenters  in  Ireland.  He  cer- 
tainly would  support  the  Motion! 

Mr.  O'Connm  said,  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  for  the  University  of  Dub- 
lin having  spoken  of  the  existence  of  those 
penalties  "  time  out  of  mind^"  he  wonld  just 
tell  the  House  what  they  were. '  One  sta- 
tute made  the  marryinc  of  a  Catholic  and 
Protestant  by  a  Cathmic  Priest  a  capital 
felony,  for  which  he  could  be  executed;  by 
a  subsequent  statute  a  penalty  of  5O0L  was 
attached  to  the  offenee,  and  the  Irish  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  in  Lord  Kilwarden's  time, 
decided,  that  those  penalties  were  cumula- 
tiy&^that  was  to  say,  that  the  priest  might 
be  hanged  first,  and  fined  500L  afterwarisL 

Sir  Roberi  Baieson  could  not  give  his 
consent  to  the  Bill,  unless  it  was  understood 
that  in  a  future  stage  ^ome  provision  would 
be  made  for  restricting  the  Roman  Catholic 
priests  and  all  dissenting  ministers  from 
celebrating  marriages  in  certain  cases. 
He  wished  also  particularly  to  provide 
against  parties  called  couple-makers  in  Ire- 
land, who  would  celebrate  mairiages  be- 
tween persons  of  any  persuasion  for  the 
smallest  donation— nay,  even  for  a  bottle  of 
whisky.  The  evils  arising  from  such  acts 
were  loudly  complained  of  in  the  county 
with  which  he  was  connected. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been  tead, 
on  the  question  that  t^e  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time, 

Mr.  Sergeant  Perrin  said,  he  must 
shortly  call  the  attention  of  the  Howe  to 
the  ol^ects  of  this  Bill.  By  an  Act  of  Anne, 
and  another  of  the  I2th  George  Srd,  it  was 
provided,  that  any  Cathdiic  clergyman  who 
should  celebrate  a  marriage  between  a 
Roman  Catholic  and  a  Protestmt  should  be 
ffuilty  of  a  capital  offence,  and  should  suffer 
death.  The  3drd  George  .Srd  professed  to 
repeal  the  former  Acts  so  far  'as  making  mar- 
tiages  so  celebrated  invalid^  aadiiaposed  a 
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penalty  cf  500^  on  any.  Roman  Catholic 
dficgyaian  wlio  should  celebrate  such  a 
marriage.    It  had»  however^  been  held  by 
the  Courts  of  Law  in  Ireland^  that  these 
stalutaa  did  not  effect  the  first  object,  and 
therefore  the  law  in  Ireland  stood  in  the 
exftraofdiaary  pvedicament  that  a  Roman 
Catholic  and    Protestant  night   contract 
marriage  •  without   the  intervention  of  a 
clei^^yinan  at  all:  while^  if  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholic deigyman  should  intervene  and  per. 
form  the  ceremonyj  he  would  be  guilty  of 
a  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy.    The 
object  of  the  present  Bill  was»  to  repeal 
thoae  atatuteSy    which  imposed  a  serious 
grievance  upon  a  most  meritorious  class  of 
individuals*    He  was  willing  .to  meet  any 
suggestion  that  might  be  made  in  Com- 
mitleej  and  therefore  hoped,  that  the  Bill 
would  be  allowed  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
Sir  Robert  IngUs  thought,  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Sergeant  would  have  adopted 
a  mudi  better  course  if,  instead  of  bringing 
forward  this  Bill,  he  had  proposed  a  Select 
Committee  to  take  the  subject  into  its  con- 
sideration.    A  similar  measure  had  been 
introduced  last  year,  and  he  had  since  been 
in  frequent  communication  on  the  subject 
with  people  in  Ireland,  and  had  found  that 
thou^  tne  statutes  which  had  been  referred 
to  were  in  existence,  yet  no  case  of  their 
infringement  had  been  tried,  except  one  in 
the  county  of  Antrim,  where  the  party  had 
beenfined500l.  [Mr.  Femn:  Thatwasnot 
the  case  of  a  Roman  Catholic  priest]     The 
returns  which  he  had  seen  described  the 
party  as  James  Macgarry,  a  reputed  Papist 
priest.     He  apprehended,  that  to  make  the 
marriage  of  a  Roman  Catholic  legal  it  must 
be  cemrated  by  a  priest    He  could  not 
but  think,  that  it  would  be  more  expedient 
to  refer  the  whde  subject  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, than  to  press  forward  a  separate  Biii 
of  this  kind. 

The  Solicitor  General  supported  the 
Keond  reading  of  the  Bill,  which  went 
nwtely  to  repeal  certain  penal  enactments 
ptBsed  by  the  Irish  Parliament  Those 
penalties  were  a  disgrace  to  the  Statute 
book,  and  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to 
'cniain.  As  the  law  stood,  marriages  in 
Ireland  eould  be  contracted  without  the 
intervention  of  a  priest  at  all,  and  he  must 
object  to  any  distinction  behig  continued 
between  a  Roman  Catholic  mimster  and 
those  of  any  other  persuasion. 

Vx.Skaw  said,  that  it  was  somewhat 
difficult  to  deal  with  his  Majesty's  Govern, 
^■'^t,  for  on  one  day  they  said  one  thing, 
*>>d  Mother  the  reverse.    He  alluded  par- 


ticularly to  the  circumstances  attending  the 
Bill  which  had  been  introduced  last  year 
on  the  same  subject  by  the  hon.  member  for 
Dublin  (Mr.  Ruthven),  and  who  was  oh. 
liged  to  abandon  it  in  consequence  of  the 
opposition  it  met  with  from  the  Govern- 
ment [''  No,  fio."]  lliat  Bill  had  been 
opposed  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor- 
General  for  Ireland,  who  had  then  a  seat 
in  the  House^  and  die  measure  fell ;  but 
the  Government  now  seemed  disposed  to 
support  the  present  Bill,  which  was  pre. 
cisdy  similar  to  its  predecessor.  He  thought, 
and  would  admit,  that  the  existing  penalties 
were  too  severe,  but  be  could  not  consent 
to  leave  it  open  to  Roman  Catholic  priests 
to  celebrate  marriages  between  Roman 
Catholics  and  Protestants.  The  Bill,  if 
passed,  would  do  away  with  every  restric- 
tion, and  would  leave  the  marriage  law 
completely  at  sea. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanley  denied,  that  the 
Government  had  made  any  objection  to  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  which  had  been  intro- 
duced by  the  hon.  member  fiir.  Dublin. 
The  fact  was,  that  amendments  were  pro- 
posed  inconsistent  with  the  principle,  and 
the  hon.  Member  withdrew  it  It  was 
most  desirable,  that  the  marriage  law,  both 
in  this  country  and  Ireland,  should  be  ex- 
amined, for  at  present  it  was  disgraceful  to 
the  country,  and  he  was  satisfied,  that  such 
an  object  would  not  be  impeded,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  facilitated,  by  the  House  consent- 
ing  to  the  second  r^ing  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  Rutkven  said,  that  the  BUI  whidi 
he  had  introduced  last  Session  had  not  been 
defeated  by  the  Government,  but  by  the 
factious  opposition  of  the  high  Protestant 
ascendancy  party,  whose  bigotry  had  already 
withered  the  country,  and  which  he  hoped 
soon  to  see  dwindle  away.  He  was  glad  to 
find,  that  the  subject  had  been  taken  up  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Sergeant,  who  should 
have  his  support 

Colonel  Perceval  objected  to  the  repeal 
of  the  present  restrictions  upon  Roman  Ca- 
tholic priests,  unless  a  sufficient  check  were 
placed  upon  them.  He  had  only  proposed 
such  Amendments  to  the  Bill  of  last  Session 
as  would  have  placed  the  Roman  Catholia 
priest  on  the  same  footing  and  under  similar 
restrictions,  as  the  Clei^  of  the  Established 
Church  and  Dissenting  Ministers.  He 
hoped,  that  the  sulnect  would  either  be  re- 
fened  to  a  Select  Committee,  or  that  the 
hon.  Member  who  had  introduced  the  Bill 
would  consent,  in  Comniittee,  to  some  pro. 
visions  for  placing  the  Roman  Catholic 
under  the  same  restrictions  as  other  clergy. 
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Mr.  0*C(mndl  sald^  thiit  this  was  the 
dxact  principle  of  the  Bill,  and  he  hoped  a 
hetter  spirit  would  tunae  in  the  Houfle  than 
to  consent  to  the  continuance  of  the  punish- 
ment of  death  for  Catholic  clerg3mien  cele. 
hrating  marriages  between  Roman  Catho- 
lies  and  Protestants.  He  felt  satisfied  the 
House  would  not  consent  to  the  continu- 
ance of  so  atrocious  a  law.  With  respect 
to  the  objecttion  to  the  BiU  because  it 
reduced  the  penalties,  he  could  onlf  say,  that 
he  knew  of  three  instances  where  Roman 
Catholic  clergymen  had  been  compelled  to 
leare  the  country  for  some  time,  in  oonae- 
quence  c^  having  celebrated  msffriages  b^ 
tween  Roman  Catholics  and  parties  who 
subsequently  were  proved  to  be  of  the 
Protestant  persuasion. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Royal  Burghs  (SGOVLAim).^  The 
Lord  Advocate  iuoved  that  the  Order 
of  the  Day  fbr  the  further  crnidderatimi 
of  the  Report  On  the  Royal  Burghs'  (Scot- 
land)   BiU  be  reaa, 

Order  read  ai«d  Bill  reoolnmttted. 

On  the  first  dause  being  put, 

Mr.  Robert  Wallace  Said,  that  he  ap^ 
proved  of  the  itieasute  as  a  whole,  and 
thought  it  would  completely  put  atl  end 
to  many  abuses  in  the  Scotch  Bur^s,  but 
it  needed  extetirion.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  Burgesses  should  elect  their  own 
Ma^stnites>  as  was  in  fact  well  stated  in 
the  preamble  to  the  BilL  The  first  clause, 
howeveri  in  opposition  to  the  preatoble, 
stated,  that  the  Magistrates  were  to  be 
elected  by  the  town  councils,  and  that 
clause  had  given  universal  dissatisfiiction 
in  Scotland.  He  did  not  know  why  the 
Magistrates  should  not  be  elected  by  the 
peo^e,  instefid  of  being  elected  by  the 
intermediate  body  of  the  town  coundl. 
That  method  would  prevent  the  Burgesses 
from  having  a  voice  even  in  choosing  those 
who  were  to  manage  their  pecuniary  afiairs. 
He  was  sure  that  confiding  that  important 
trust  to  the  town  councils  would  occasion 
amongst  them  a  multitude  of  cabals*  In 
the  borough  which  he  represented  the 
Ma^strates  had  been  diosen  fay  the  in- 
habitants at  large,  for  the  last  seventy 
years.  Without  any  inconveniinioe«  and  he 
certainly  should  wish  to  see  the  same  privi- 
lege extended  to  all  the  Boroughs  of  Scot- 
land. He  would  therefore  move  as  an 
Amendment  to  insert  the  words  ''  Provost, 
Baillies,  Treasurer,  Town  Clerks,  and 
Town  Councillors,  each  individually^  and 
direetly,  by  way  of  open  poll,  by  which 


the  eketott  would  have  the  dfapeet  tAoiee 
of  their  Magistrates  by  poll,  instedd  ef  €bar 
being*  elected  by  the  Town  Councfllors." 
He  thought  his  Amendmait  of  anrnradi 
importance  that  he  Would  divide  the  House 
upon  it. 

Mr.  CHUon  seconded  the  Amendment. 
He  believed  its  adoption  would  put  sn 
end  to  an  extetisiTe  system  of  jobbing  in 
the  eltsetion  of  the  Magistmtes  of  tite  I&yal 
Burghs. 

The  Lord  Ailvoeaie  said,  tint  the 
substance  of  the  AtnendnM^nt  Which  had 
just  been  nioVed  had  tieen  refenM  to  a 
select  Committee  up-stairs,  and  after  being 
discussed  had  been  rejected:  The  ihHiiers 
of  the  preseilt  measure  had  act^  oil  this 
deeision,  and  they  Were  chSi^f  infltienced 
by  this  consideration :  It  was  proved  before 
them  that  in  mnhf  of  the  Rtffri  Burghs  of 
Scotland  the  Magistrates  hare  huge  power, 
both  civil  and  criminal;  and  tt  was  feh 
that  it  would  be  very  itijudieious  to  con- 
sign into  the  hands  of  the  people  the 
power  of  electing  those  whose  office  it 
was  to  keep  wrtmg-doers  in  order.  It 
would  be  haJBttrdous  in  the  extreme  to  ran 
the  risk  of  men  being  placed  in  the  Ma- 
gistry  by  inflaining  the  popular  pasfiaons. 
On  this  single  ground  he  should  ttalat  the 
Amendment 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  was  at  a  Imb  to 
know  why  the  people  who  elected  the 
Town  Council,  which  Town  Council  afk«!^ 
wards  elected  the  Masistrates,  oouUI  not 
at  once  dect  the  Magistrates  themselves. 
He  could  not  help  thinking  tlmt  -the  learn- 
ed Lord  was  not  acting  in  the  present  in- 
stance up  to  his  former  professed  principles 
with  regard  to-  conceding  to  popular 
opinion* 

Mr.  Robert  Steuart  hoped  that  what 
could  not  be  conceded  to  expodieney 
would  not  be  conceded  to  a  desire  for 
popularity.  He  thought  it  was  not  safe 
to  make  the  road  to  the  MagiiMusy  lead 
through  the  gratification  of  the  popular 
sentiments.  Thd  Mf^trates  shouM  be 
above,  not  dependent  on,  the  vox  fopuii. 
He  meant  to  oppose  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  Ri^eri  FetgMOH  said,  be  supported 
the  Bill,  because  he  conceived  it  would 
fiirm  a  good  fbundatiott  for  any  fUture 
enactment  on  the  sulgect.  He  was  opposed 
to  any  alteration  before  further  inquiiy. 
He  understood  thai  a  Royal  Commission 
had  been  issued  with  fnll  powers  to  odiect 
evidence,  and  report  an  the  subject  before 
the  House,  and  until  that  report  wet* 
made  he  thought  he  was  bound  to  tapport 
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the  premt  B3L  While  he  mennt  to  do 
thai  he  was,  however,  of  qpinion  that  the 
aoooer  the  lelf-electife  system  was  put  an 
end  to  the  hetter.  Me  was  satisfied  though 
the  political  power  of  those  close  bodies 
was  now  gone,  that  some  danfferous  in- 
fiueaoes  were  still  lurking  in  them  which 
he  trusted  to  the  oommissum  to  get  rid  of. 

Mr.  Bannerman  expressed  a  wish  that 
the  Amendment  might  be  withdrawn, 
because  the  peo|)le  of  Scotland,  in  his  opin- 
ion, cared  nothing  about  it. 

Sir  Join  /fay  thought,  that  since  a 
commission  was  appointed,  the  discussion 
on  the  present  measure  would  in  some 
d^pree  forestal  ite  labours,  and  relieve  it 
from  a  great  deal  of  drudgery.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  House  to  make  the  Bill  as  pefw 
feci  as  they  eould. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  Amend. 
ment-^Ayes  27  ;    Noes  46 :    Majority  1 9. 

List  of  the  AvBfi. 


ENGLAND. 

Aglionbv,  Henry 
Altwood,T. 
Brotbefton,  Joseph 
Bof  ler,  Charles 
Faithfal,  George 
FentOD,  John 
liandley,  Msyor  B. 
Mume,  Joseph 
Moleswortb,  Sir  W. 
Parrott,  Jasper 
Philips,  Mark 
Potter,  Richard 
Scholefield,  Joshua 
Siavely,  T.  K. 
Thicknesse,  Ralph 


VVarburton,  Henry 
Williams,  Ueorge 

SCOTLAND. 

Gillon,  W.  D. 
Maxwell,  Sii"  John 
Oswald,  Richard  A. 
Sharpe,  Matthew 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  S. 

IRELAND. 

Blake,  Martin 
Finn,  W.  F. 
Roe,  James 
Sheil,  Richarfl  L. 
Vigors,  Nicholas 

Teller. 
Wallace,  R. 


Sir  John  Hav  moved  the  following 
Amendment :  "  fhat  in  all  burghs  con* 
taitied  in  Schedule  A  annexed  to  the  Bill, 
the  qualification  of  electors,  in  respect  of 
property  or  oocuponcy,  should  be  the  same 
as  is  required  for  electors  by  Aet  2  and  8 
William  4th,  c.  65,  intituled  'An  Act  to 
amend  the  representations  of  the  people  of 
Scotland;'  but  that  in  order  to  afford 
aaufiident  constituency  in  the  other  burghs 
not  contained  in  that  schedule,  it  should  be 
a  sufficient  qualification  for '  electors,  in 
respect  to  property  or  occupancy,  that  the 
House  or  other  premises  belonging  to  or 
«iociipied  by  them,  shall  be  of  the  yearly 
▼alue  of  5L  or  upwards."  The  lion.  Mem. 
faer  said,  that  if  the  right  of  voting  were 
limited  to  10^  householders^  aa  proposed 
by  the  Bill,  the  nomber  of  electors  in  some 
of  the  soialier  borouffhs  would  be  so  small 
ihat  the  election  would  be  a  mere  mcckery 
aa  far  aa  regarded  the  e^nessioa  of  popular 


opinion.  For  example  in  the  sixty-one 
smaller  buighs  the  whole  population  of 
which  amounted  to  260,000  there  would 
not  be  above  8,500  electon.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  five  large  burghs,  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  Perth,  Aberdeen,  and  Dundee, 
the  population  was  700,000  and  in  them 
the  number  of  electors  would  not  be  more 
than  S6,000.  In  none  of  the  burghs 
would  the  electors  amount  to  five  per  cent 
of  the  population  and  in  some  of  the 
smaller  burghs  it  would  not  be  above  mie 
per  eent.  He  could  alM)  tell  the  learned 
Lord  that  in  many  of  the  smaller  burghs 
the  persons  who  hi|d  generslly  filled  the 
situation  of  Town  CoundUors  and  Ma- 
gistrates did  not  possess  the  10^  qualifica- 
tion. If  this  Bill  passed  as  at  present,  It 
would  place  the  control  of  the  Magistracy 
In  the  bands  of  any  body  except  thoie  of 
tha  great  bulk  bf  the  burgesses  and  citiaens. 
He  knew  that  the  AttiendMent  he  pro* 
posed  met  the  wishes  of  the  peitple  in 
Scotland,  and,  therefore^  he  should  prtne- 
vereinit.  Indeed  he  beUeted,  that  inanf 
of  them  would  rather  that  the  Bill  iOtould 
be  thrown  out  than  passed  in  lla  present 
shape* 

Mr.  John  MaxweilteeandaA  the  AmemU 
ment,  although  he  could  not  iklmit,  that 
the  people  of  Scotland  did  not  regard  this 
Bill  as  a  great  benefit  He  thought  the 
learned  Lord  had  framed  his  Bill  in  eon- 
Ibrmity  to  English  notions  of  wealth. 

The  Lon/  Advocate  said,  that  the  prhu 
dple  involved  in  the  hon.  Member^s  pro- 
position had  been  repeatedly  urged  during 
the  progress  of  the  Reform  Bill,  hot  the 
House  had  always  decided  against  it.  It 
wasmecessary  to  make  a  stand  somewhere, 
and  he  thought  the  Committee  could  not 
do  better  than  adhere  to  the  franchise 
established  by  the  Reform  Ad.  If  they 
allowed  5L  householders  to  vote  for  the 
election  of  Magistrates,  they  would  soon 
daim  to  vote  for  Members  ai  Parliamebt, 
and  he  knew  not  on  what  prindple  the 
Legislature  could  refuse  them. 

Mr.  Onvmid  stipported  the  Amendment, 
and  thought,  that  no  harm  would  arise 
from  extending  the  franchise  to  A/,  house- 
holden. 

Sir  Alexander  Hope  was  opposed  to  the 
extension  of  the  frandiise.  He  would  have 
consented  when  the  Reform  Bill  was  under 
discussion,  to  have  a  different  franchise 
for  diflerent  places,  hot  as  a  unitbtmity  of 
franchise  was  then  insisted  on,  he  thought 
it  right  now  to  adhere  to  that  prindple. 

Mr.  Andrew  Jokneion  approved  of  the 
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Amendment.  He  recollected^  that  the 
learned  Lord  in  the  Committee  pronuBed, 
that  there  should  be  three  dasaes  of  voters, 
10/.  householders,  ancient  burgesses,  and  for 
the  smaller  burghs  simple  burgesses. 

Mr.  Ahercromby  opposed  the  Amend, 
ment,  on  the  p;roundy  that  it  would  destroy 
that  uniformity  of  qualification  between 
the  municipal  rate  of  franchise  and  that 
for  a  Member  of  Parliament,  which  so 
much  promoted  their  common  interests.  He 
saw  no  reason  why  the  rate  of  qualification 
should  be  lower  for  voting  for  municipal 
officers  than  for  the  Representatives  of  the 
people.  He  admitted,  that  there  was  a 
difficulty  as  to  the  small  burghs,  but  the 
Commission  alluded  to  was  to  inquire  into 
that  case,  and  he  owned  that  he  diought  it 
would  be  advantageous  to  those  burghs  and 
to  the  public  generally,  if  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  those  burghs  were  done  away 
with  and  they  were  thrown  into  the 
county.  Till  that  was  decided,  he  thought 
it  was  no  use  legislating  on  the  subject, 
particularly  when  it  was  considered,  that  a 
uniformity  of  franchise  was  on  the  whole 
most  convenient 

Mr.  Wallace  was  convinced,  that  a  5/. 
qualification  would  ensure,  on  the  whole, 
as  intelligent  and  respectable  a  constituency, 
both  municipal  and  representative,  as  the 
present  10/.  rate. 

Sir  John  Hay  would  press  his  Amend- 
ment to  a  division,  as  he  had  heard  no 
reason  against  its  adoption  which  could 
satisfy  the  just  expectations  of  the  people 
of  Scotland. 

Mr.  Murray  was  friendly  to  the  principle 
of  extending  the  franchise  in  municipal 
towns,  but  feared  the  present  was  an  ob- 
jectionable mode  of  effecting  it.  He  supu 
ported  the  Bill  in  its  present  shape,  because 
he  thought  it  would  do  good,  though  he 
wished  for  an  extension  of  the  franchise,  but 
he  would  trust  to  the  inquiries  of  the 
Commissioners  giving  the  Burghs  that 
extension  hereafter. 

Mr.  Aglionby  thought,  it  would  be  an 
injury  to  the  small  boroughs  to  have  a 
uniform  franchise  at  so  high  a  rate,  he, 
therefore,  would  support  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  Kennedy  would  vote  against  the 
Amendment,  as  he  conceived  it  highly  ex- 
pedient»  that  there  should  be  an  identity  of 
qualification  between  the  municipal  and 
Uie  representative  franchise.  If  the  former 
was  lowered  to  5/.  there  would  be  no  reason 
for  keeping  up  the  latter  at  lOL 

The  Conunittee  divided  on  the  Amend. 
ment^-Ayes  53:  Noes  54;  Majority  1. 


(SetOml.) 
List  of  the  Ates. 
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£NGLA2fD. 

Aglionby,  H.  A. 
Attwood,  T. 
Beauclerk,  Major 
Brotherton,  J. 
Buller,  C. 
Ellis,  Wynn 
Faithful,  G. 
Fryer,  R. 
Hume,  J. 
Kennedy,  J. 
Parrott,  J. 
Pease,  J. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Potter,  R. 
Richards,  J. 
Rider,  T. 
Scholefield,  J. 
SUvely,  T.  K. 
Suutt,  £. 
Tooke,  W. 
Trelawney,  W.  L. 
Warburton,  5. 
Whalley,  Sir  S. 
Williams,  Colonel 
Wood,  Alderman, 

SCOTLAND. 

Dunlop,  Captain 
Ewing,  J. 


Gillon,  W.  D. 
Hay,  Colonel 
Johnston,  A. 
Maxwell,  Sir  J. 
Maxwell,  J. 
Oswald,  R.  A. 
Oswald,  J. 
Sharpy  General 
Steuart,^R. 
Wallace,  Robert 

IRELAND. 

Baldwin,  Dr. 
Barry,  G.  S. 
Blake,  M.  J. 
Butler,  Hon.  P. 
Evans,  G. 
Finn,  W.  F. 
Gal  way,  J.  M.. 
Grattao,  J. 
Martin,  J. 
Nagle,  Sir  R. 
O'Connell,  Daniel 
0*Counell,  John 
Roche,  W. 
Ronayne,  D. 
Vigors,  N.  A. 

TBLLER. 

Hay,  Sir  John 


Part  of  the  Noes. 


EMGLANO. 

Baring,  F. 
Barnard,  E.  G. 
Boiling,  W. 
Cornish,  J. 
Duffield,  T. 
Fielden,  W. 
Foster,  C. 
Graham,  Sir  J. 
Handley,  Major 
Hardy,  J. 
Hornby,  E.  G. 
Hulse,  J. 
Littleton,  E.  J. 
Martin,  J. 
Mosley,  Sir  O; 
Ord,  W.  H. 
Rickford,  W. 
SandoD,  Lord 
Seale,  Colonel 
Philip,  H. 
Shawe,  R.  N. 
Sheppard,  T. 
Slaney,  R.  A. 


Smith,  V. 
Thicknesse^  R. 
Wason,  R. 
Wedgwood,  J. 
Williams,  A.  W. 
Wood,  C; 

8C0TLAVD. 

Ahercromby,  J. 
Adams,  Admiral 
Bannermao,  A. 
Bruce,  C. 
Dalmeny,  Lord 
Ferguson,  G. 
Haliburton,  hon.D.G. 
Jeffery,  F. 
Loch,  J, 
Murray,  J.  A. 
Oiipbant,  L. 
Parnell,  Sir  H. 
Stewart,  Sir  M. 
Sturt,  Captain 
Trail,  G. 

TELLER. 

Kennedy,  T.  F. 


Mr.  GilUm  wished  to  state,  that  he  ob«. 
jected  to  tbe  exclusion  to  be  perpetuated  by 
tins  Bill,which  would  leave  the  Corponttons 
in  Scotland  only  the  same  farce  of  aelf« 
Section  hitherto  carried  on.  The  Bill 
nominally  went  to  extend  the  rights  of 
inhabitants  in  burghs,  and  that  it  mii^t 
really  do  so,  he  would  propose,    m  aa 


1249 


Roifdl  Btarghs 


{June  36} 


(Scotland  J 


1250 


Amendment  on  the  clause  before  the  House, 
"  That  all  burgesses  admitted  for  the  period 
of  not  less  than  twelve  months  should  have 
a  right  to  vote  on  elections  to  municipal 
offices." 

Mr.  Hume  supported  the  Amendment, 
on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  reason 
why  burgesses  in  Scotland  should  not  be 
placed  on  an  equal  footing  with  freemen  in 
England.  They  were  certainly  not  inferior 
to  that  class  in  this  country,  who  enjoyed 
the  privilege  of  election  of  members  to 
Parliament*  If  the  bui^^esses  were  excluded 
from  the  power  of  choosing  their  officers,  it 
would  be  not  only  gross  injustice,  but 
extremely  bud  policy. 

The  Lord  Advocate  observed,  that  there 
was  no  exclusion  of  burgesses  by  this  Bill 
—they  were  only  not  admitted.  Those 
who  contended  for  the  rights  of  burgesses 
by  reference  to  ancient  Ustory,  ounit  to 
kiiow,that  burgesses  in  1479  were  adifierent 
class  of  persons  from  those  who  now  assumed 
the  name,  llie  ancient  burgesses  were 
inmd  fide  holders  of  burgage  property*- 
lenants  holding  inunediatdy  of  the  barony 
of  each  town,  the  general  community  of 
which  held  of  the  King  in  camU*  At 
present  they  weie  parties  admissible  to  this 
title  on  the  payment  of  a  very  triffing  fee, 
and  to  admit  them  to  power  in  a  new 
judicial  system  would  put  an  end  to  every 
thing  like  respectability  in  the  municipal 
bodies.  Besides,  the  number  of  these  bur- 
gesses was,  in  many  cases,  double,  and  in 
moat  four  or  five  times  the  number  of  the 
10^  householders ;  and  in  addition,  there 
was  such  a  facility  in  their  admission,  that 
for  a  small  expense,  and  to  suit  election 
purposes,  such  a  number  might  at  anytime 
be  thrown  in  as  to  cause  constant  innova- 
tioD^  and  altogether  change  the  face  of 
things  in  these  burghs;  and  at  elections 
the  whole  power  might  thus  fall  to  a  rabble, 
excluding  in  toto  ibA  real  respectability  of 
the  town. 

Mr.  Cummng  Bruce  agreed  in  the 
description  given  by  the  learned  Lord,  and 
was  not  therefore  anxious  for  the  Amend- 
ment as  it  now  stood ;  but  if  it  were 
modified,  so  as  to  confine  the  power  sought  to 
those  who  were  now  burgesses,  and  to  such 
fiitQie  burgesses  as  might  be  admitted  on  a 
higher  qualification,  then  there  oould  be 
no  ol^eotion  to  the  admission  of  the  prin. 
ciple. 

•  Mr.  Jervis  thought  an  infusion  of  new 
blood  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the 
Scotch  corporations,  and  would  vote  for  the 
Amendment.     The  exclusion  of  this  class 
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of  persons  was  highly  impolitic,  because  the 
people  felt  a  want  of  confidence  in  a 
magistracy  which  was  self-elected.  He 
would  also  oppose  the  principle  of  this  clause 
on  the  ground  of  prudence,  as  it  might  be 
hereafter  used  as  a  precedent  in  England 
for  depriving  freemen  in  borough  towns  of 
their  rights,  although  he  did  not  see  with 
what  grace  hon.  Members  could  come 
forward  to  vote  for  the  disfranchisement  of 
those  very  persons  who  had  sent  them  to 
that  House. 

Mr.  Gillon  said,  that  in  compliance  with 
the  suggestions  of  his  friends,  he  would 
modify  his  Amendment,  and  confine  the 
application  of  it  to  the  burgesses  now 
existing. 

The  Committee  divided— Ayes  58 ;  Noes 
102 :  Majority  44. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 


ENGLAND. 

Attwood,  T. 
Beaaderk,  Major 
Brotherton,  J. 
BrucCt  Lord  £. 
Buckingham,  J.  S. 
Dillwvo,  L.  W. 
Ellis,  W. 
Faithful,  G. 
Fryer,  R. 
Gully,  J. 
Hume,  J. 
Hamphery,  J. 
Jervis,  J. 
Phillips,  M. 
Richards,  J. 
Trevor,  hon.  R. 
Tynte,  C.  J.  K. 
WasoD,  R. 
Wood,  Alderman 

SCOTLAND. 

Agoew,  Sir  A. 
Brace,  C. 
Hay,  Sir  John 
Hay,  Colonel 
Johnston,  A. 
Maxwell,  Sir  J« 
Maxwell,  J. 
Oliphant,  L. 
Oswald,  R. 
Ross,  II. 


Sinclair,  G. 
Steuart,  R. 
Stuart  C. 
WalUce,  R. 

IRELAND. 

Baldwin,  Dr. 
Barron,  W. 
Barry,  G.  S. 
Blake  Sir  F. 
Butler,  II.  P. 
Chapman,  M. 
Evans,  G. 
Finn,  W.  F. 
F*itzgerald,  T. 
Fitzsimon,  C. 
O'Brien,  C. 
O'Connell,  D. 
O'Connell,  M. 
O'Conncll,  J. 
O'Connor,  F. 
ODwyer,  A.  E. 
Rae,  J. 
Roche,  W. 
Ronayne,  D. 
Ruth  Yen,  £. 
Shaw,  F. 
Sheil,  E.  Z. 
Vigors,  N.  C. 

TELLER. 

Gillon,  W.  D. 


Mr.  Cutmning  Bruce  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  effect  that  aU  persons  in  burp:hs 
having  votes  for  the  Magistracy,'shouldnl!to 
be  bureesses,  and  produce  proof  that  they 
had  paid  the  fees. 

The  lA>rd  Advocate  cuppoied  the  Amend- 
ment, on  the  ground  that  it  would  bring 
back  the  old  system  and  was  entirely  opposed 
to  the  intention  of  the  Bill. 

The  Committee  again  divided  on  this 
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Amendment— Ayes  17;   Noes  108:    Ma. 
jority  91. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 


of  ike  Jewi* 


1952 


Agnew,  Sir  A. 
Arbuthnot,  Hod.  H. 
Baring,  A. 
Baring,  F. 
Buckinp^ham,  J.  S. 
Dare,  R.  W.  H. 
Dick,  Q. 
Swing,  J. 
Ferguson,  G. 


Fryer,  R. 
Gordon,  Hon.  W. 
Hay,  Sir  J. 
Neeld,J. 
Ross,  C. 

Tyrrell,  Sir  J.T. 
Williams^  G. 

Teller. 
Bruce,  C. 


On  Clause  C  being  read. 

General  Sharpe  moved  an  Amendment 
to  the  effect  that  all  voters — lO/.-voters  as 
well  as  burgesses — be  eligible  to  be  Magi^ 
trates. 

The  Lord  Advocate  said,  the  clause  as  it 
stood  was  introduced  by  the  Committee  up 
stairs,  and  he  saw  no  reason  to  alter  it. 

The  Committee  again  divided — Ayes  flO ; 
Noes  75 :  Majority  15. 

The  House  resumed. 

The  Report  was  brought  up,  and  ordered 
to  be  taken  into  further  consideration. 

Emancipation  op  the  Jews.!  Mr# 
Robert  Grant  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day 
for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Com. 
mittee  on  the  Jews*  Relief  from  Disabilities 

Bill. 

Sir  Ilobert  InglU  hoped  that,  at  that  late 
hour,  one  of  the  most  important  Bills  ever 
discussed  would  not  be  pressed  upon  the 
House  ;  if  it  was,  he  should  take  the  sense 
of  the  House  on  the  question  of  going  into 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  Robert  Gr/int  said,  he  should  be 
extremely  sorry  to  press  the  subject  on  the 
House  at  an  inconvenient  time,  but  his 
hon.  friend  would  recollect  the  time  that 
had  been  wasted,  that  expectations  had 
been  suspended,  that .  two  debates  had 
already  taken  place  on  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  and  if  there  ever  was  a  Bill  in  which 
the  details  were  identified  with  the  prin- 
ciple, this  was  such. 

The  Speaker  put  the  question  that  the 
Order  of  the  Day  be  read,  when 

Sir  Charles  Burrell  moved,  that  the 
House  do  adjourn. 

A  Division  took  place  on  the  Amend, 
inent — Ayes  22;  Noes  117:  Majority  95. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 

Agnew,  Sir  A.  Forster,  C.  S. 

Bruce,  C  Gaskell,  J.  M. 

Buller,  E.  Gladstone,  W.  £. 

Callander^  J.  H.  Henniker,  Lord 

Colquboun,  J.  Hughes,  W.  H. 


Stnolairy  O. 
Stormont,  Vtseoooi 
Stuart,  Caplain 
Tyrell,  C. 

Burrell,  Sir  C. 
Inglis,  Sir  R.  H« 


Johnstone,  A . 
Lennox,  I/)rd  A. 
Lowther,  Colonel 
Martin,  J. 
Maxwell,  J. 
Nicholl,  J. 
Perceval,  Colonel 
Pluraplrei  J. 

On  the  Question  that  the  Spealber  do 
leave  the  Chair, 

Sir  Robert  IngUs  opposed  the  Motion. 
He  contended  that  the  advantage  gained 
by  the  parties  who  weie  the  objecta  of  tlie 
Bill  was  little,  whilst  the  principle  w«a  a 
serious  one.  With  great  respcet  to  tbe 
majority  from  whom  he  differ^,  the  «rin« 
ciplo  was  so  important  that  he  slioiild  not 
do  justice  to  himself  or  the  country,  if  he 
did  not  take  every  opportunity  of  oppoaing 
this  Bill.  He  should  move  that  the  debate 
be  adjourned  to  this  day  six  months. 

Sir  Charki  Burrell  seconded  this  Amend- 
ment 

Mr.  Took4  renarked,  that  the  hen. 
Baronet  opponte  might  not  be  so  ehneed 
at  the  Bwnil  oonsequenoes  to  be  expected 
from  this  BUI,  as  such  a  measuro  hid  already 
existed  as  the  law  of  the  land  for  aeveo 
years;  for  by  the  4th  or  5th  of  Georipe  1st, 
on  account  of  the  rebellion  of  1715>  the 
words  now  proposed  to  be  omitted  in  the 
oath  of  abjuration  were  omitted  for  certain 
purposes  daring  the  period  he  had  already 
stated. 

The  House  divided  on  the  Amendment — 
Ayes  24;  Noes  117:  Majority  93. 

List  <iftke  Ayrs. 


Agnew,  Sir  A. 
Biddalph,  R.  M. 
Bruce,  C. 
Buller,  £. 
Callander,  J.  H. 
Fancoitrt,  Major 
Forster,  C.  S. 
Gladstone,  W.  E. 
Hay,  Sir  J. 
Henniker,  Lord 
Hughes,  W.  H. 
Johnstone,  A. 
Lennox,  Lord  A. 


Lowther,  Colonel 
Maxwell,  J. 
Mostey,  Sir  O. 
Percefal,  Colonel 
Plumptre,  J. 
Shaw,  F. 
Sinclair,  O. 
Stormont^  Viscoont 
Siuarl,  C. 
Tyrell,  C. 

Tellbxs. 
Bnrrell,  SirC. 
Inglis,  Sir  R.  H. 


On  the  question  being  again  put  that 
the  Spealcer  do  leave  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Hughes  Hughes  said  lie  would  give 
all  the  opposition  in  his  power  to  the 
measure.  Many  Members  who  were 
anxious  to  deliver  their  sentiments  on  it, 
were  not  aware  that  it  would  have  cooie 
on  that  night.  He,  therefore,  moved  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Viscount  Palmersian  put  it  te  the  boo. 
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Member  whedier,  after  the  House  had 
already  two  discussions  on  the  principle  of 
the  BOl,  he  would  persist  in  sucn  a  Motion. 

Lord  Siormoni  would  support  the  Amend- 
ment on  the  sround  stated  by  the  hon. 
member  for  O^onL 

Mr.  Snciair  said,  that  though  he  felt 
stronffly  opposed  to  the  Bill,  he  would  not 
rertamly  support  the  present  Amendment. 
The  Motion  was  not  pressed,  and  the  House 
went  into  a  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Sir  Oswald  Mosley  proposed,  as  an 
Amendment  on  the  first  Clause,  which 
went  to  admit  Jews  to  all  the  privileges  to 
which  Roman  Catholics  had  been  admitted, 
the  introdurtion  of  the  words  ''  save  and 
except  to  seats  in  cither  House  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  Committee  divided  —  Ayes  23  ; 
Noes  118:  Majority  95. 

Id$i  ^  ike  Atrs. 


Agnaw,  Sir  A. 

SMosilraly  B. 

BnMBtC. 
li«Utrt  MmmA 
Buf  relf  Sir  C. 
Callander,  J.  H. 
Fanco4irty  Mupr 
Forester,  O.  C.  W. 
Hay,  Sir  John 
Henniker,  I^yrd 
Haghet,  Hughes 
ioflis,  Sir  IL  IL 
Johnston,  Andrew 


Ltnnox,  Lord  A. 
Lowihtr,  Col. 
Manin»  Tliomat 
Maiwall,  John 
Perceval^  Col. 
Pluroptre.  W. 
Sinclair,  George 
Stormont,  Lord 
Stuart,  Captain 
Tyrrell,  Cnarles 

Teller. 
Mosley,  Sir  O. 


Mr.  Andrew  Johnston,  in  reference  to 
the  oath,  provided  by  the  1st  Clause,  to  be 
taken  by  Jews  on  taking  their  seats  in  Par- 
liament said,  that  In  consequence  of  the 
interpretation  which  had  been  already  put 
upon  a  similar  oath  inserted  in  the  Catholic 
BiU,  he  did  not  see  the  use  of  having  such 
an  oath  taken  at  all,  and  he,  therefore, 
moved  that  the  proviso  in  question  be 
ahogether  omitted. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  Amend* 
ment — Ayes  20;  Noes  104:  Majority  84. 

The  1st  Clanse  agreed  to. 

On  the  2nd  Clause  being  read, 

Mr.  Plmnpire  said,  that,  with  a  view  to 
nullify  the  measure,  and,  if  possible,  to 
defeat  it,  he  would  move  the  insertion  of 
the  words  *'  in  the  true  faith  of  a  Chris- 
tian,'' whieh  had  been  omitted  out  of  the 
oath. 

The  Chairman  suggested  that  the  better 
way  would  be  to  move  that  the  2nd  Clause 
should  be  expunged,  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber accordingly  did,  and  the  Committee 
divided — Ayes  19;    Noes  110:    Majority 

91. 


The    House   resumed.       The    Report 
brought  up,  and  ordered  to  be  received. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Thursday,  June  27,  1833. 

MnroTis.!  Bilh.  rnmmiftwl  t^Limitatkm  of  Actiom  i 
PiiyiiMatofDebti. 

PcClUoiii  preaenltd.  By  tlw  Btri  of  SsFroir,  ft«n  the 
RonuBn  CiclMiki  at  UTwpool,  ftir  a  Rcitef  tnm  Ihdr 
Gricvancn  with  fMpeet  to  UaaiM§mi  fkom •  Dtacntisf 
CongrmattonorPraton,  for  ReUeftoUMDInMitcn  vith 
mpect  to  UmitigHp  RcgMritloo,  tad  Chureh  Ratctt 
tnm  Uif  nme,  for  the  RcmovBl  of  ttie  avil  DtaabUiliw 
of  tht  J«wi.— By  Lord  Suffibld,  from  the  lledteel 
Praetitiooen  of  Liverpool,  for  »  An^anMentkm  of  the 
Apothecerks  BilL^By  the  lUii|iie«  of  WserMiiimB. 
flnom  LhinidloM. for  dergyniCBiD perform Dhrhie Senrk» 
In  the  WeUi  Ijngiiege. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  June  27,  1833. 


Mmimia.]  Fqpen  oidfled.  On  the  MoClaii  of  Mr.  Vieiioir 
Smith,  e  OOpy  of  the  Royal  Warmt  fee  AppoJnHng 
ViMOiiat  M«i.TiLL«  Keeper  of  the  Priry  Seal  hi  SrotliiU 
dated  lit  tHemttu,  1814^-On  tfie  MoHon  of  Mr.  a  P 
YoONO,  aa  Aoeouatof  P^pmeiiti  medeoutof  theOonnll* 
dated  Pondt  under  the  Act  flBth  Oeoivi  Sfd,  c^k.  09,  and 
other  Aets  for  the  Impforcment  of  the  Portof  Loadon  s  al» 
of  the  Swot  paid  hy  the  Wert^lndia  Dock  Company,  and 
other  Oompanlei  Into  the  KxeheipMri  and  alio  ttie  Sum 
awarded  to  the  Crown  aa  Cempenmtkn  for  the  Btlate  and 
Infeerat  In  the  Moortaf  Chain  of  the  River  Thamei. 

PetitkMM  promnted.  By  Mr.  Jsmi  imobam,  ftmn  Poaleftact, 
■gainit  the  Qcnefal  Rigiate  BilL— By  Mr.  Laarm,  ftam 
HariMTton,  i^alnit  the  Tlther  Commutation  BilL— By  Sir 
William  Inoilbt,  ft«n  two  Plaes,  for  a  Repeal  of  the 
Malt  Tax ;  and  ftom  four  other  PInsei,  for  the  Immediate 
AbDUUon  of  Slavery,  without  Compmmtinn.— By  Cotancl 
LaiTH  Hat,  IWm  Elgin,  ^Unat  the  Bankrupt  (Soothnd) 
BIII.-<y  Mr,  PsAaa,  foam  Marten  and  Seamen 
ployed  In  the  Port  of  StoAton-upon-Teaa,  «fainit 
chant  8eainen%  Slxpeneaa.— By  the  aame,  foom  the 
Plaee;  and  hy  Lont  AanLar,  foam  Circneaater,  Bgfiatt 
the  prapomd  Anangemcnt  with  the  Bank.— By  Mr.  Sin- 
claib,  ftom  St  Pergua,  flar  Amending  tiie  Syrtam  of 
Churah  Patronege  hi  Seofland  By  Earl  JsaMvic,  ftiem 
Bury  St,  BmundX  in  fovour  of  the  Ratli«  of  Tenemcnta 
BUI — By  Ooinnci  Btamb,  ftom  the  Rctallan  of  Baer  aft 
Rye,  to  be  plaeed  on  a  FoadSBg  with  the  Ueeaard 
Vlfltuallen.— By  Sir  Wiixiam  CvATTon,  ftom  the 
NotarUa  of  Poole  and  Sunderland,  ^alnat  the  Notariee 
PnUlc  BUL— By  Mr.  Connarr,  ftom  Oldham,  agataMt 
the  Ratliwof  TeamentaBlD. 

Employment  of  Spibs.]  Mr.  CoUteii 
iaid,  he  bad  a  Petition  to  present,  which, 
if  it  contained  the  truth,  must  convince 
the  House  and  the  people  of  the  country, 
that  they  mi^ht  now  say,  with  the  Psalmiit, 
*'  In  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death." 
The  petition  alleged  that  the  police  were 
employed  systematically  as  nnes,  and  he 
(Mr.  Cobbett)  believed  that  he  was  in  a 
condition  to  prove  it.  The  petition  was 
from  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Poli- 
tical Union  of  Camberwell  and  Walworth, 
and  stated,  '  That  one  William  S.  Popay 
'  became  a  member  of  their  Union  about 
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'  fifteen  months  ago ;  ths^t  he  attended  the 
'  meetings  of  the  Union  which  was  called 

*  a  class  of  the  "  National  Political  Union 
'  of  the  Working  Classes ;'"  that  he  used  to 

*  urge  the  memhers  of  the  Union  to  use 
'  stronger  language  than  they  did  in  their 
'  resolutions  and  other  papers,  which  he 
'  sometimes  altered  with  his  own  pen,  in 
'  order  to  introduce  such  stronger  language; 
^  that,  in  his  conversation  with  one  of  your 
'  petitioners,  particularly,  he  railed  against 
'  the  Government,  damned  the  Ministers 
'  for  viUains,  and  said  he  would  expel  them 

*  from  the  earth ;  that  he  told  one  of  your 
'  petitioners,  that  he  should  like  to  establish 
'  a  shooting  gallery,  and  wanted  some  of 
'  them  to  learn  the  use  of  the  broad  sword, 
'  and  did  give  one  lesson  of  the  use  of  the 

*  broad  sword  to  one  of  your  petitioners ; 

*  that  he  subscribed  towards  the  expense  of 

*  providing  a  banner ;  that  he  subscribed 
'  for  music  at  a  meeting  of  the  working 
'  classes  at  Kennington-common,  held  for 
'  the  purpose  of  petitioning  against  the 
'  flogging  of  soldiers ;   that  this  William 

*  Popay  attended,  and  took  an  active  part 
'  in  a  procession  of  the  working  classes  to 

*  Copenhagen-house,  in  July  last,  to  cele- 
'  brate  the  anniversary  of  the  French  re- 
'  volution,  when  he  walked  amongst  the 
'  foremost,  arm  Jn^rm  with  one  of  your 

*  petitioners,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
'  Union ;  that,  in  or  about  the  month  of 

*  August  last,  he  went,  with  one  of  your 
'  petitioners,  and  other  persons,  to  visit  a 
'  class  of  the  Political  Union  at  Richmond, 
'  when  he  paid,  out  of  his  own  pocket,  the 
^  expenses  of  the  day,  making  the  division 
'  and  settlement  at  night,  though  the  day 
'  before  he  had  represented  himself  to  this 

*  petitioner,  as  so  poor  as  not  to  have  the 
'  means  of  getting  food  for  his  family ;  that 
^  he  used  to  take  notes  of  the  speeches  made 

*  at  the  divers  meetings ;  that,  in  the  last 
'  autumn,  he  walked  in  procession  with 

*  one  of  your  petitioners,  in  the  funeral  of 

*  Thomas  Hardy,  and  that,  while  the  pro- 
'  cession  was  moving  on,  this  your  peti- 

*  tioner,  peiceiving  several  men  whom  he 
'  knew  to  be  policemen,  disguised  in  private 
'  clothes,  he  noticed  tliis,  with  marks  of 

*  indignation,  to  Popay,  who  told  him  to 
* ''  hush/*  and  used  every  effort  to  restrain 
'  him  from  speaking  loud ;  that,  while  the 
'  oration  was  making  over  the  grave,  Popay 
'  placed  himself  on  a  tomb-stone,  and  took 
'  notes  of  what  was  said ;  that  he  constantly 
'  represented  himself  as  in  a  state  of  great 

*  poverty  and  misery,  and  thereby  got  him-> 

*  self  and  hb  wife  into  the  houses  <jf  some 


*  of  your  petitioners,  and  receivjediboi  an^ 

*  drink  and  entertainment  from. them;  that 
he  represented  himself  as.  having  been 
deprived  of  his  due  by  some  persons  in 
authority,  and  as  having  been  brought  to 
misery  from  such  cause,  and  his  tale  of 
woe,  to  some  of  your  petitioners  and  their 
wives,  was  such  as  to  bring  tears  into 
their  eyes;  that  he  genenmy  carried  a 
bag,  or  portfolio,  with  him,  representing 
himself  as  an  unfortunate  person,  picking 
up  his  bread  by  miniature  and  landscape 
drawing  or  painting;   that  he  eniolled 
himself  in  the  union  dass,  under  the 
name,  first,  of  ^^  A.  B.,"  and  afterwards 
under  the  name  of  '*  Pearce,"  alleging 
that  he  declined  using  his   real  name, 
lest  his  respectable  connexions — amongst 
whom  he  named  Mr.  Alderman  Wilatm 
—-might  be  offended,  if  they  knew  that 
he  belonged  to  a  Political  Union ;  that 
all  this  time  he,  wholly  unknown  to  yoor 
petitioners,  belonged  to  the  police,  having 
entered  that  service  about  twenty  sumtbs 
ago ;  that  he  wore  the  uniform  fat  about 
three  months,  and  was  stationed  on  what 
is  called  a  "  beat"  at  Brixton ;  that,  at 
the  end  of  those  three  months,  or  thoie- 
abouts,  he  ceased  to  wear  the  uniform ; 
that  he  was  promoted  to  be  a  derk  in  the 
police  about  four  months  ago;  that  he 
was  further  promoted  about  a  monCk  a^ 
to  be  a  deputy-inspector,  and  is  now  act- 
ing as  such  at  Park-place,  Walworth; 
that  he  was  amongst  the  people  at  the 
Calthorpe^treet  meeting,  dressed  in  com- 
mon private  clothes,  and  was  there  seen 
and  spoken  to  by  one  of  your  petitioners; 
that,  in  or  about  the  month  of  Fehruaxy 
last,  some  of  your  petitioners  had  heard 
that  he  belonged  to  the  police ;  that  thcj 
found  him  at  the  house  of  one  of  your 
petitioners,  and  charged  him  with  the 
fact,  which  he  most  positively  and  vehe- 
mently denied  to  be  true ;  that  George 
Furzey  was  the  man  who  first  made  a 
discovery  of  this  important  fact,  and  that 
this  same  George  Furzev  went  alons  with 
two  other  of  your  petitioners,  and  pre- 
ferred   the  charge    against .  him/      He 

begged  the  House  to  bear  in  mind,  that  this 
very  George  Furzey  was  now  in  gi|ol,  and 
about  to  be  tried  for  his  life,  on  a  charge 
of  having  stabbed  the  policeman,  CuU^ — 
which  charge  was  brought  agtdnst  him 
upon  the  testimony  of  uiis  man  Popay, 
whose  conduct  Furzey  was  the  first  to 
expose.  The  petitioners  proceeded—*  That 
'  your  petitioners  are  men  faithful  to  their 
'  allegiance,  and  laborious  in  their  lives  ^ 
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that  they  ccmtemplate,  with  indignation^ ' 
the  fact  that  they  are  compelled  to  pay 
for  the  maintenance  of -spies,  under  pre- 
tenee  of  their  heing  persons  employed  for 
the  preservadon  of  the  peace,  and  the 
protection  of   their  property  and  their 
lives'^  while  the  husdness  of  this  man 
evidently  was,  to  delude  the  thoughtless 
into  the  commission  of  crimes,  to  hring 
misery  upon  their  wives  and  families,  and 
themselves  to  deaths  ignominious.    That 
«mie  of  your  petitioners  have  frequently 
seen  those  whom  they  know  to  he  police- 
men, disguised    in  clothing  of  various 
descrixvtions,  sometimes  in  the  garb  of 
gentlemen,  sometimes  in  that  of  trades- 
men  or  artisans,  sometimes  in    sailors' 
jackets,  and  sometimes  in  ploughmen's 
frocks ;  that,  thus  feeling  themselves  liv- 
ing amongst  spies,  seeking  their  lives,  and 
sorely  feeling  the  taxes,  heaped  upon  them 
for  the  maintenance  of  those  spies,  they 
make  this    appeal  to  your   honourable 
House,  and  implore  you  to  be  pleased  to 
make  inquiry  into  the  matter,  being  will- 
ing and  ready  to  come  forward  with  proof 
of  all  the  facts  that  they  have  stated,  and 
heg  leave  to  express,  at  the  same  time,  an 
anxious  hope  that  the  result  of  such  in- 
quiry will  be  some  Act  of  your  honourable 
House,  to  afford  them  and  their  families 
and  fellow-subjects  protection  against  such 
wronss  and  such  perils  for  the  fut;ure.' 
Now,  Sir,  if  we  are  to  he  taxed  for  the 
support  of  spies,  and  if  we  are  to  be  com- 
pelled to  live  amongst  spies,  the  sooner  the 
greater  part  or  the  whole  of  us  are  out  of 
the  world,  the  better.     If  a  man  goes  into 
a  caffi9e*house^  or  a  public-house,  or  of  the 
more  humble  dass,  into  a  beer^hop,  he 
cannot  tell  but  a  spy  may  be  sitting  at  his 
side :  for  here  we  have  the  proof  that  they 
go  about  in  all  places,  and  in  all  sorts  of 
disguises.    I  am  not  bound  to  prove  the 
troth  of  everything  that  may  be  contained 
in  the  petitions  which  I  present,  though  it 
was  SBod  here  the  other  day  that  I  was 
bound  to  do  so,  and  on  another  occasion, 
that  another  hon.  Member  was  also  bound. 
But  atf  to  the  ^Iresent  petition,  I  say,  I  am 
in  a  condition  to  prove  the  truth  of  it  as 
weD  B^any  attorney  or  advocate  can  prove 
ft  case  which  he  undertakes.    I  have  exa- 
mined all  the  witnesses;  and  they  com. 
pletely  prove  all  this  petition  contains,  and 
nuire^    They  prove  that  this  man  Popay 
subscribed  to  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  li  d^6t  of  arms — that  he  induced 
ethers  td  sulracribe  to  it,  and  that  he  put 
AiWQ  sixpenpe  himself;  and  that  the  poor 


man  who  is  now  to  be  tried  for  his  life,  on 
a  charge  of  stabbing  two  of  these  police, 
men,  put  down  something  also.  But  when 
Furzey  found  that  this  Popay  was  a  spy, 
he  went  and  struck  his  own  name  out  of 
the  subscription-list.  Now,  Sir,  I  always 
said,  that  these  policemen  were  spies :  but 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  said,  that  they  were 
not  spies.  Here  is  proof  that  they  are 
spies.  However,  I  shall  be  very*  glad,  in« 
deed,  to  find  that  the  Government  did  not 
know  it ;  for  it  would  be  a  shameful  thing 
to  find  that  we  were  living  under  a  Govern- 
ment which  scut  in  spies  amongst  us.  But 
somebody  under  the  Government  must 
know  it ;  for  here  was  this  man  constantly 
getting  his  pay — regularly  going  to  Scot- 
land-yard, and  yet  always  dressed  in  private 
clothes.  His  inspector,  therefore,  must 
know  what  he  was  doing.  Then  here 
comes  this  most  suspicious  circumstance, 
that  he  was  at  the  Calthorpe-street  meeting, 
and  that  there  too  he  was  dressed  in  private 
clothes.  When  we  see,  then>  what  part 
the  police  took  in  instigating  that  meet- 
ing, can  we  say,  that  it  was  not  a  second 
Cato-street  conspiracy.  I  believe  that  it 
was  so.  I  am  in  a  condition  to  prove  that 
this  poUce  spy  was  there.  The  fact  speaks 
for  itself.  We  first  find  this  man  at  the 
Union,  instigating  the  members  to  violent 
language,  subscribing  to  a  depdi  of  arms ; 
then  we  find  him  at  the  Calthorpe-street 
meeting;  next  a  Jury  is  sitting  to  inquire 
respecting  the  death  of  a  policeman,  who 
was  killed  at  that  meeting.  There  we  see 
the  Jury  combating  with  the  coroner. 
They  leave  a  blank  inquest  to  be  filled  up 
by  him,  and  he  fills  it  up,  so  as  to  make  it 
inconsistent  with  the  verdict.  It  was  his 
business  to  make  it  comport  with  the 
verdict.  It  was  not  his  business  to  say, 
that  the  policeman  was  in  the  presence 
of  God  and  the  King,  and  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty  when  he  received  the  wound. 
When  the  Solicitor  General  was  here  the 
other  day,  and  the  subject  was  before  the 
House,  he  did  not  explain  this  to  us ;  nor 
did  the  hon.  member  for  Kidderminster 
come  forward  and  explain  it,  though  he 
was  good  enough  to  explain  the  law  to  me. 
It  was  the  usage  to  leave  the  inquest  to  be 
filled  up  by  the  coroner ;  but  it  was  his  duty 
to  fill  it  up  in  a  manner  consistent  with 
the  verdict.  But  this  was  altogether  his 
own  suggestion,  to  say  that  the  man  was  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Kidderminster  told  the  House,  that 
the  Solicitor  General  was  not  called  on  to 
go  into  the  King's  Bench  i  but  he  did  go 
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tiiere ;  and  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  hav- 
ing Uiafc  inquest  before  it,  must  quash  the 
verdict    Wdl,    what  did    his    Migesty's 
Government  do  next?     On  the  very  day 
after  the  verdict^  the  King^s  proclamation 
comes  forth  declaring,  that  the  man  was 
murdered,  whom  the  Jury  declated  not  to 
have  been  murdered.    Connect  that  with 
the  conduct  of  Ponay«-with  his  being  at 
the  meeting  in  phim  dothes.    Then  aomes 
a  paragragh  in  one  of  the  Government 
newspapensy  in    The  Morning  Chronicle, 
which  is  a  Government  Newspaper,  as  far 
as  we  know  a  Government  Newspaper  in 
this  country.   This  paragraph  tells  us,  that 
a  disinterested  person  can  prove  that  Furaey 
is  the  murderer  of  Culley,  and  that  this 
person  went  to  Newgate  and  pdinted  out 
Fursey  from  amongst  a  number  of  persons. 
Now,  this  disinteroited  person,  as  we  under* 
stood  the  hon.  Member,  is  the  man  whom 
Fursey  detected  at  Walworth  as  a  ipy. 
This  man  was  promoted  just  before  the 
Calthorpe  meeting ;  and  I  am  not  certain 
that  he  has  not  been  promoted  sinoe.  These 
persons  were  the  police  spies,  paid  by  the 
people  to  drag  them  about  and  seek  their 
blood.    We  live  in  the  midst  of  spies,  and 
weU  may  we  say,  '*  that  in  the  midst  of  life 
we  are  in  death."    Was  I  not  ri^t,  tlien, 
when  I  compared  them  to  the  mouchardM 
of  Paris,  and  the  French  gensdarmerie  9  I 
•ay,  these  police  are  both.    AVhat  do  they 
do  with  spies  in  the  army?     Why,  the 
moment  they  find  one  they  hang  him. 
That's  what  th^  do  with  a  spy  whoi  thev 
catch  him  amongst  the  enemy.   How  muca 
more  detestable,  then,  is  it  to  be  a  spv 
amongst  your  own  friends  and  neighbours  ? 
They  hane   a  spy  caught    amongst  the 
enemy  in  time  of  actual  war.     1  say^  how 
much  moiQ  detestable  to  be  a  spy  in  civil 
life,  and  amongst  the  people  who  support 
you  \    How  mudi  more  wicked  is  it  to  seek 
to  bring  harmless  people  into  crimes !     We 
find  this  man  living  amongst  the  people, 
and  his  wants  relieved  by  them.     His  wife 
and  family  taken  care  of  by  them;  and 
whilst  be  was  pretending  to  be  in  tlie  great, 
est  misery,  he  was  actually  bringing  these 
people  into  crimes.    Two  petitioners,  after 
they  sent  me  the  petition,  veoollected  that 
he  (Popay)  suggested  subscriptions  for  a 
d^pot  of  arms,  and  that  he  subscribed  for  it 
himself.     Here,  then,  the  policeman  was 
induciiig  the  people  all  along  to  do  some- 
thing that  would  faring  them  under  the  ob- 
servation of  the  law,  by  which  they  might 
receive  punishment.    All  this  time  he  was 
a  policeman  in  private  dothes.    Hete  is  a 


proof  that  the  people  are  compelled  td  give 
their  money— that  their  beds  at«  tma 
from  under  them— to  pay  taxes  upon  whkh 
a  spy  police  live ;  and  if  the  woild  ever  aaw 
men  raduoed  to  a  state  of  deamdation  like 
this»  I  confess  I  should  be  gM  lo  hear  cf 
it;  for  it  would  be  some  consolation  to 
mO)  at  all  events,  that  there  have  been  peo- 
ple in  the  world  before  now  as  dcgnded  as 
we  are*  There  is  another  ofaservatacm 
which  I  wish  to  make  on  this  subject.  These 
men  collect  money*  They  leeeive  money 
as  presents,  and  this  I  look  upon  as  a  very 
suspidous  circumstance.  However,  they 
do  get  the  money-— people  give  them  pre* 
sents  for  taking  care  of  their  pfemisea,  and 
things  like  Uiat.  Well,  what  is  done 
with  this  money  ?  Why,  thty  aro  ofatigcd 
to  come  to  Scotland*yard|  and  shaiB  it  vRth 
their  superiors.  Now,  these  presents  will 
go  on>  until  the  usage  becomes  custom,  and 
Uie  custum  beoomes  law ;  and  woe  be  to 
the  man  who  diall  refuse  to  give  the  police 
their  present  But  what  si  moie»  I  see 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govemtnent 
to  introduce  this  spy-pdice  into  every 
village  in  the  kingdom.  Here  is  a  book 
on  the  Table,  which  the  hon.  memlicf 
for  Horsham  presented,  and  the  main  ob- 
ject of  this  book  is  to  make  out  a  case 
for  the  introduction  of  the  spy^^^elice 
system  into  all  parts  of  England*  Every 
Member  who  reads  this  book  must  see 
that  its  object  is  to  supersede  the  JosliceB 
of  the  Peace  by  hired  Jndges,  and  that 
the  headborou^  and  constables  are  to  be 
superseded  by  the  police — ay,  by  this  gpj^ 
poiKe.  With  this  I  charged  the  Govern. 
vaentf  aud  called  on  them  to  deliy  it. 
Now,  from  what  I  see  in  this  hook— •the 
Report  of  the  Poor-law  Commissioners^ 
yes,  and  signed  by  two  Bishops,  toi>— I  am 
convinced  that  »uch  is  their  intention. 
When  I  was  about  to  present  this  peti* 
tion,  a  worthy  Alderman  behind  me  (Alder. 
man  Wood)  sug^stcd  to  me  that  there  was 
a  Committee  inquiring  respiting  this 
police-system,  and  as  I  make  no  question 
that  the  Committee  will  do  their  dn^,  I 
move  that  this  petition  be  lefiated  to 
that  Committee* 

Mr.  Sinclair  concurred  with  the  hon. 
member  for  Oldham,  that  the  case  was  one 
requiring  investmation,  but,  at  the  asme 
time,  he  felt  it  his  du^  to  take  the  oppoa^ 
tunity  of  stating  his  conviction  that  the 
police  of  the  metropolis  were  an  eminently 
useful  body  of  men,  and  were  distinguisbed 
by  their  dvility  and  attention.  Ine  hon. 
member  for  Oldham  had  compaied  Urn  hm 
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procecdii^  in  Ci^lNith-fields  to  the  Cato* 
scrett  Conspiracy;  iu  that^  however,  he 
could  not  agree  with  him,  cousidertng  that 
conspiracy  one  of  tl^  moat  dangerous  at- 
tenpts  to  subvert  the  Government  that 
had  ever  taken  place  in  thb  country.  He 
remtted  tliat  the  hon.  Member  hail 
ioaulgcd  in  such  remarks  as  he  had,  think- 
ing that  they  would  have  a  tendency  to  en. 
oouiwe  such  proceedings.- 

CcMonel  Evans,  although  he  admitted 
that  in  many  instances,  tlie  conduct  of  the 
police  was  most  commendable,  yet  he  could 
not  help  recollecting,  whenever  the  subject 
was  brpuglit  forward,  the  printed  instruc- 
tions put  forth  by  the  Home  Department 
when  tlie  jiolice  service  first  commenced, 
which  stated  that  they  were  to  be  armed, 
and  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
inhabitants  of  their  different  districts. 
Nothing  in  his  opinion  was  more  like  the 
establishment  of  a  gensdarmerie.  It  was 
true  that  those  instructions,  so  far  as  it 
respected  the  police  being  armed,  and  the 
inquiiy  being  made  into  the  conduct  of  the 
inbabitantHy  were  witlidruwn,  vet  it  still 
showed  the  animus  that  actuateu  the  Home 
Deuartmcnt.  The  only  two  countries  in 
which  forces  similar  to  these  were  cstab- 
lislied  were  France  and  Ireland.  Un- 
doubtedly the  poUce  of  France,  tlx:  gens- 
danmrie,  preserved  life  and  ])roperty  most 
suoocssf ully ;  but  the  question  with  him 
was,  whe^er  the  attempt  to  correct. one 
abuse  might  not  introduce  a  much  worse 
one.  We  were  not  in  the  state  that  France 
and  lidand  were  to  justify  the  establish. 
m^t  of  such  a  system  of  police,  and  it 
had  been  found  so  intolerable  in  Paris 
that  It  had,  since  the  revolution  of  1830, 
been  put  down  in  that  city.  The  cx- 
|)ense,  he  understood,  was  more  than 
double  that  of  the  old  watchmen,  a  serious 
consideration  in  the  distressed  state  of  the 
middling  classes.  [Mr.  Hawcs:  Not 
double.]  At  any  rate  7,000/.  more  than 
was  oeocssary  had  been  raised  during  the 
last  year.  In  the  parish  of  St.  George  the 
Commissioners,  by  rating  the  empty  houses, 
had  raised  the  amount  on  the  inliabited 
houses  above  Sd.  in  the  pound,  which  was 
all  that  the  Act  allowed.  He  hoped  the 
hon.  member  for  Oldham  would  move  for  a 
Coomittee  to  inquire  into  the  allegations 
of  the  petition.  As  the  conduct  of  the 
Coroner  in  the  Caltliorpe^strcet  a^ir  had 
beoi  alluded  to,  he  would  state  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  was  not  the  result  of  inadvert. 
cnoe,  but  of  design ;  and  if  no  otlicr  Member 
look  alcg%  on  the  subject  he  would. 


Mr.  Ranat^ne  said,  had  the  hon.  member 
for  Oldham  lived  as  long  in  Ireland  as  he 
had,  the  hon.  Member  would  not  have 
exhibited  such  indignation  at  the  idea  of 
the  people  living  under  a  system  of 
espionage.  In  Ireland,  that  was  common, 
and  at  the  last  the  Clonmel  Assizes,  he 
elicited  the  fact,  that  a  policeman  was  em. 
ployed  and  went  about  as  a  pedlar,  for  the 
purpose  of  apprehending  persons. 

Mr.  Godson  had  been  misrepresented  on 
a  former  occasion,  in  being  reported  to  say, 
that  the  Court  of  Kings  Bench  had  no 
power  to  quash  an  inquisition.  What  he 
said  was,  that  the  quashing  of  the  verdict 
on  the  ffround  of  informality  had  in  no  way 
affected  the  propriety  of  that  verdict,  or 
iihaken  the  evidence  upon  which  it  rested. 
The  conduct  of  the  Coroner,  in  getting  the 
signature  of  the  Ju.y  to  a  piece  of  blank 
parchment,  was  most  impn^r.  It  was  a 
most  extraordinary  proceeding,  and  it  placed 
the  conduct  of  the  Government  in  a  very 
objectionable  light  If  the  House  would 
look  into  the  proceedings  of  the  law  courts, 
witliin  the  last  few  days,  it  would  see,  that 
tlie  venlict  of  a  Coroner's  Jury  had  been  of 
tlic  liighest  value  to  an  illustrious  indivi- 
dual, who  had  been  charged  with  an  atro« 
cious  offence.  I  n  the  proceedings  of  which 
he  spoke,  the  verdict  of  the  Coroner  s  Jury 
was  produced,  and  very  properly.  But  if  it 
were  valuable  to  a  rich  man,  why  should 
not  a  |xxir  man  have  the  benefit  of  it  in  bis 
case  ?  His  Majesty's  Government,  however, 
had  thought  fit  to  deprive  him  of  that. 
The  verdict  had  been  quashed,  not  because 
it  was  bad,  but  because  the  Coroner  had 
introduced  an  informality  into  it.  Was 
that  right?  Was  it  creditable  .>  He  thought 
not. 

Mr.  fVilks  regretted  that  the  attentiim 
of  tlie  House  should  have  been  at  all  di- 
verted from  the  petition.  It  was  a  most 
important  petition,  and  the  hon.  member 
for  Oldham  had  done  himself  great  honour 
in  bringing  it  forward.  The  subject  de- 
served the  most  attentive  consideration.  A 
system,  which  induced  even  a  single  indi* 
vidual  to  act  as  a  spy,  called  upon  the  House 
to  express  its  indignation  at  the  fact,  in 
order  to  put  down  so  base  a  i^stcm.  It 
had  been  by  the  introduction  of  spies  into 
a  part  of  Scotland  a  few  years  ago,  that  til 
the  lamentable  disturbances  that  occurred 
in  that  country  were  ocoasioned,  as  well  as 
the  death  of  several  persons  who  were  led 
into  the  commission  of  political  crime  by 
pei^ions  employed  by  the  Govemmenl.  He 
trustcdi  that  the  subject  of  the  petitiim 
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would  secure  Uiat  attention  and  inquiry  to 
which  it  was  entitled. 

Mr.  Estcourty  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Metropolitan  Police,  felt 
called  on  to  say,  that  it  would  he  an  highly 
improper  thing  to  refer  this  petition  to  a 
Committee  which  had  already  a  mass  of 
l)usiness  on  its  hands,  and  which  moreover 
was  constituted  to  apply  itself  generally 
to  the  system  of  the  entire  Metropolitan 
Police.  It  would  be  imposing  too  much 
labour  on  the  Committee.  Besides,  as  it 
referred  to  a  particular  action,  he  thought 
it  ought  to  be  referred  to  a  particular  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Cobbeit  would  move  for  a  Committee 
on  the  subject,  on  some  future  day. 

Political  Unions.]  Mr.  Fi?wh  rose, 
pursuant  to  notice,  to  bring  before  the 
House  a  subject  of  considerable  importance, 
although  not,  perhaps,  of  so  great  import- 
ance as  some  questions  which  had  been 
brought  before  it  in  the  course  of  the  Ses- 
sion. It  was  a  subject,  however,  on  which 
a  great  deal  of  public  feeling  had  been 
excited,  and  the  result  of  their  discussion 
that  evening  would  be  looked  forward  to 
with  great  interest.  He  begged  that  it 
might  be  most  distinctly  understood,  that 
he  brought  the  question  of  the  Political 
Unions  forward  with  no  party  views,  and 
being  a  Member  of  no  influence  in  that 
House,  it  would  be  debated  without  refer- 
ence to  party  feeling.  Whatever  the  re- 
sult might  be,  he  trusted  it  would  tend 
towards  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
He  assured  those  hon.  Members  who 
might  take  up  the  defence  of  Political 
Unions,  that  if  they  could  prove  Political 
Unions  to  be  legal  or  constitutional  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  House,  he  should  be 
happy  to  withdraw  his  Motion.  For  him- 
self he  must  confess,  that  after  patiently 
investigating  the  subject,  he  had  not  been 
able  to  discover  in  these  Political  Unions 
any  one  redeeming  virtue.  They  were,  in 
their  origin,  in  their  principles,  and  their 
development,  as  far  as  their  influence 
extended,  fraught  with  unmixed  mischief. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that,  at  the  present 
moment,  the  Political  Unions  were  all 
powerful,  or  even  influential,  but  he 
thought,  on  that  very  account,  that  the 
present  was  the  proper  time  to  take  them 
into  consideration.  He  was  not  about  to 
ask  for  any  new  law — for  the  suspension  of 
the  Habeas  Corptis  Act,  for  restrictions  on 
the  Press,  or  for  interference  with  the 
Trial  by  Jury^  or  the  right  to  assemble 


at  public  meetings,  or  for  the  suspemion 
of  any  other  privilege  of  the  poople  re. 
cognized  by  the  law  or  CoiuttitutioD  of 
this  country.  He  meant  to  propose  to  the 
House  a  simple  Resolutiom ;  and,  in  order 
to  endeavour  to  avoid  collinon  with  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  or  any  party,  he  had 
selected. words,  in  which  it  was  couched, 
from  a  Proclamation  issued  by  the  Govern- 
ment two  years  aso.  In  substance,  tfaeie- 
fore,  there  could  be  no  difference  hetween 
himself  and  his  Majesty's  Ministers-  The 
Resolution  was  to  the  following  efkct : 
— "  Resolved,  that  certain  voluntary  asso- 
ciations, denominated  Political  Unions, 
are  subversive  of  the  authority  of  the 
Crown,  unconstitutional  and  illegal,  and 
that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  will  be  fully 
justified  in  enforcing  the  law  of  the  htnd 
for  their  suppression,  and  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  all  Political  Unions,  be  their  (kno- 
mination  what  they  may,  of  which  the 
nature,  principles,  designs,  and  operations, 
are  subversive  of  the  authority  of  the 
Crown,  unconstitutional,  orill^al."  The 
hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  the  Proclama- 
tion, to  show  that  it  contained  the  same 
condemnatory  words  which  he  had  made 
use  of  in  his  Resolution — namely,  that 
Political  Unions  were  *'  subversive  of  the 
authority  of  the  Crown,  unconstitutional, 
and  illegal."  There  might  be  some  hon. 
Members  in  that  House  who  might  conceive 
that  he  was  about  to  encroach  on  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  Let  them,  then,  he 
would  say,  point  out  the  precise  period  in 
our  history  when  Unions  were  oonadefed 
legal  and  constitutional.  He  would 
invite  them  to  go  back  to  the  most  remote 
period;  but  although  they  went  back 
to  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  and  thence 
through  the  periods  when  the  political 
dominion  of  tne  country  was  held  by  die 
Normans,  the  Plantagcnets,  the  Tudors, 
up,  indeed,  to  the  date  of  the  first  French 
Revolution,  they  would  not  find  any  insti- 
tution bearing  resemblance  to  these  Unions 
in  the  powers  which  they  usurped.  They 
arrogated  to  themselves  the  power^  author* 
ity,  and  privilege  of  overawing,  or  endea- 
vouring to  overawe,  the  Legislature  and 
Executive,  by  endeavouring  to  enrol  and 
place  under  their  command  large  bodies  of 
the  people,  and  establishing  a  confederacy 
which  might  overturn  all  exisdng  institu- 
tions, and  were  wholly  incompatible  with 
any  government,  law,  or  constitation 
whatever.  There  was  nothing  in  the  con- 
stitutional history  of  the  country  which 
bore  any  resemblance  or  a&iity  to  the 
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Folkical  Umons ;  and  if  it  were  true  that 
Botbing  of  the  kind  was  discoverable  in  the 
oonttifeutional  history  of  the  country,  it 
renudned  for  those  who  were  prepared  to 
deifend  such  institutions  to  show,  that  they 
were  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the 
ConstitutioDy  and  that  they  might  at  any 
time  be  instituted  without  any  violation  or 
breach  of  the  Constitution.  Now,  they 
could  not  have  an  implied  existence,  be- 
cause all  their  spirit  and  operations  were 
contrary  to  the  Constitution.  He  would, 
however,  admit,  that  there  was  a  period 
when  societies  similar  to  the  Political 
Unions  had  an  ephemeral  existence-— he 
meant  at  the  era  of  the  French  Revolution, 
when«  indeed,  there  were  societies  exer- 
dfltng  a  like  influence  and  professing  like 
principles— societies,  roots  of  which  had 
been  watered  by  the  tears  and  the  blood 
of  millions.  Those  institutions  were  anti* 
monarchical,  and  equally  violated  the  pri. 
vikges  of  Parliament  and  prerogatives  of 
the  Crown.  No  one,  let  his  ingenuity  be 
what  it  might,  could  successfully  defend 
those  Unions  on  the  ground  of  constitu- 
tionality. He  had  no  hesitation  in  layine 
down  this  proposition,  that  all  politioU 
power  which  was  not  established  by  law 
was  an  unconstitutional  power.  Let  the 
nature  of  the  power  be  what  it  might,  there 
existed  that  which  showed  it  to  be  uncon. 
stitutional.  There  was  a  great  difieren£e 
between  natural  rights  and  political 
power.  All  persons  had  a  natural  risht  to 
do  what  was  not  at  variance  with  the  Taws ; 
but  no  individual  could  claim  political 
power—it  could  only  be  obtained  by  con- 
stitutional grant.  He  (Mr.  Finch)  could 
show  in  an  instant,  and  from  an  author. 
ised  document,  *^  The  Resolutions  of  the 
Birmingkam  Union/*  and  particularly  to 
that  which  was  contained  in  the  19th 
page  of  that  document,  that  tlie  Unions 
assumed  to  themselves  the  exercise  of  poli- 
tical power.  The  objects  of  the  Birming- 
ham Political  Union  were  stated  to  be, 

"5th.  To  obey  strictly  all  the  just  and 
legal  directions  of  the  PoliUcal  Council,  so 
soon  as  they  shall  be  made  public,  and  so 
far  as  they  can  legally  and  conveniently 
be  obeyed. 

'<  6th.  To  bear  in  mind,  that  the 
atiength  of  our  Society  consists  in  the  peace, 
ocder,  uni^,  and  legality  of  our  proceedings; 
and  to  consider  all  persons  as  enemies  who 
shall  in  any  way  invite  or  promote  violence, 
disoQcd,  or  division,  or  any  illegal  or  doubt- 
ful measures. 

^'7th,  Never  to  forget^  that  by  the  exer* 


else  of  the  above  qualities  we  shall  produce 
the  peaceful  display  of  an  immense  organ- 
ised moral  power,  which  cannot  be  despised 
nor  disregsuxled ;  but  that,  if  we  do  not 
keep  clear  of  the  innumerable  and  intricate 
laws  which  surround  us,  the  lawyer  and 
the  soldier  will  probably  break  in  upon  us 
and  render  all  our  exerticHis  vain."  Here 
then  were  all  the  elements  of  political 
power  gathered  together  in  a  manner  highly 
unconstitutional.  Let  the  members  of  this 
Council  be  animated  by  the  most  exalted 
patriotism,  still  the  power  would  be  dan- 
gerous and  illegal.  It  was  alleged  to  be  an 
'^  indispensable  rule  of  the  Society  to  obey 
the  Political  Council."  In  another  part  of 
the  regulations  it  was  declared,  tluit  the 
Society  meant  to  act  by  availing  themselves 
of  moments  of  "  popular  enthusiasm." 
He  would  read  three  otber  rules. 

*'  6th.  To  conader  and  report  upon  the 
legality  and  practicability  of  holding  cen- 
tnJ  meetings  of  delegates  from  the  indus- 
trious classes,  in  the  same  manner  as  similar 
kinds  of  meetings  were  lately  held  by  the 
delegates  of  the  agriculturists  assembled 
at  Henderson's  Hotel. 

''  7th.  To  consider  the  means  of  or- 
ganizing a  system  of  operations  whereby 
the  Public  Press  may  be  influenced  to  act 
generally  in  support  of  the  public  interests. 

"  8th.  In  all  their  proceedings  to  look 
chiefly  to  the  recovery  and  preservation  of 
the  rights  and  interests  of  the  lower  and 
middle  classes  of  the  people.'' 

He  was  ready  to  argue,  that  no  body  of 
men,  however  good  their  intentions,  how- 
ever much  they  might  have  an  eye  to  the 
public  good,  had  a  right  to  frame  a  system 
of  laws  by  which  they  might  acquire  great 
political  power.  Their  notions  of  power 
were  derived  from  the  doctrine  of  passive 
obedience.  In  that  Council  was  centered 
absolute  power,  and  to  this  Council  the 
members  paid  a  military  obedience.  True 
it  was,  that  the  first  article  of  the  duties  of 
the  members  declared,  "that  they  were 
bound  to  be  eood,  faithful,  and  loyal  sub- 
jects of  the  King."  It  was  said,  that  man 
was  the  only  lauehing  animal,  but  he  verily 
believed,  that  if  any  irrational  or  savage 
creature  could  be  brought  to  laugh,  il  would 
be  by  the  perusal  of  the  Political  Union 
regulations.  He  could  not  understand  the 
logical  deductions  of  the  framer  of  those 
rules,  whoever  he  might  be,  that  could 
deduce  such  acts  as  those  warranted  by  the 
Political  Union  regulations  from  the 
text  of  order,  faith,  and  loyalty.  It  was  a 
recurrence  to  the^stem  by  wbidiJaoobiiu 
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bad  been  promulgated  in  Franca,  which 
tiraa  by  the  promulgation  of  dubs  through* 
out  the  country,  and  sending  delegates 
to  form  a  National  Convention,  which  was 
to  auperaede  the  legislative  and  executive 
government.  Their  auppoaed  good  order 
and  loyalty  to  the  King  was  a  mere  colour- 
ing to  shelter  them  from  the  operation  of 
the  law.  This  waa  the  case  with  those 
who  had  promoted  the  Frt)nch  Revolution. 
The  rights  of  man  were  founded  on  the 
assumption,  that  tlie  foundation  of  political 
fiociety  wus  essentially  popular,  and  these 
Political  Unions  declared,  that  all  persons 
were  eligible  to  become  members,  by  which 
they  inculcated  anew  the  doctrine  of  political 
equality.  It  had  been  said,  that  these 
Unions  oould  not  be  more  illegal  than  the 
Carlton-street  and  other  Conservative  So- 
cieties.  Now,  for  his  part,  he  could  see  no 
more  likeness  between  the  Carlton  Club 
and  the  Political  Unionsi  than  theie  wns 
between  a  man  and  a  monkey.  These 
Unions  stated  that,  however  desirous  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  mif^t  be  to  promote 
the  happiness  of  the  community,  their 
members  had  not  the  means  of  knowing 
their  wants.  Bred  up  in  the  lap  of  luxury, 
and  surrounded  by  iwrasites,  the  members; 
of  the  Legislature  had  no  means  of  knowing 
the  extent  to  which  distress  existed  in  the 
oomitry,  and  then  they  proceeded  to  say, 
that  they  would  watdi  narrowly  the  pro. 
ceeditigs  of  the  Legislature,  in  order  to 
preserve  the  country  from  danger.  He 
would  a^,  was  it  to  the  self-constituted 
Committee  that  the  Legislature  was  to  look 
for  light  and  reason  ?  Was  tliere  among 
those  men  that  impartiality  of  judgment 
that  wouki  lead  the  House  to  give  up  its 
judgment  to  theirs  P  Was  there  that  talent 
among  them  that  would  induce  the  Legis- 
lature to  put  itself  under  their  tutelage  ? 
Were  its  members  known  as  public  men, 
or  were  they  persons  in  whom  the  country 
ouutd  place  implicit  confidence  ?  Or  were 
they  persons  who  sought  to  engender  a 
spirit  of  dissatisfactimi  in  the  country, 
placing  the  poor  in  open  hostility  with  the 
rich ;  or  did  they  put  forth  such  arguments 
as  would  induce  persons  to  suppose^  that 
through  them,  and  them  alone,  national 
regeneration  was  to  be  effected  ?  He  would 
leave  the  House  to  answer  these  questions 
for  themselves.  What  was  the  interpretation 
tobe  given  to  the  whole  of  their  proceedings? 
He  would  leave  the  House  to  say,  whether 
it  was  not  that  the  Ministry  be  formed  out 
of  themselves.  Without  the  gift  of  prophecy 
he  wottU  8ay«  dut  if  the  change  coo- 


tonplated  by  the  Unions  were  carried  ints 
effect,  they  would  soon  call  one  of  their  owa 
body  to  the  seat  at  the  head  of  the  Troaaury. 
riVamel.  If  he  were  called  upon  to  name 
he  would  say  the  hon.  monber  (or  Bir- 
mingham, and  after  his  lala  services  in  the 
cause  of  agitation,  the  boa.,  and  ksarned 
member  for  Dublin  would  probably  bsve 
the  Seals.  Perhaps  as  a  Catholic  he  could 
not  fill  such  a  situation,  but  no  doubt  the 
Unions  would  consider  that  he  deserved  it. 
If,  however,  tlie  Unions  should  previul,  the 
existence  of  law  would  be  no  impediment 
to  their  appointmentsi,  and  then  Mr.  Pnrkes 
and  Mr.  Edmonds,  two  legal  geutloaen  of 
Birmingham,  might  hold  the  situaiious  of 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General.  Thea  aome 
place  must  be  made  for  a  gentlemaa  who 
was  a  most  earful  preserver  of  the  public 
peaee-^he  meant  Mr.  Larkins;  and  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland  would  in  all  proba- 
bility be  Mr.  Steele.  These  appointments 
would*  certainly*  appear  to  be  extravagant 
as  well  as  absurd ;  but  what  oould  he  so 
extravagant  or  absurd,  that  the  ms^rity  of 
the  pec^lc  would  not  resort  to  it  to  aeciire 
their  own  dominion,  and  destioy  the  laws, 
the  Constitution,  ,the  religion,  and  the 
monarchy  of  the  country  ?  If  the  Unions 
could  succeed  in  inducing  the  Sovereigu  to 
act  uptm  their  advice,  tlie  appointments  to 
which  he  had  referred  would  not  be  either 
absurd  or  extravagant.  He  would  admit, 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  these  Coun- 
cils of  the  Political  Unions  were  abk^ 
independent,  and  fiUed  with  patriotic 
ardour;  but,  as  long  as  their  power  was 
only  based  upon  the  breath  of  pt^wlar 
enthusiasm,  no  man  could  deny  that  Revo- 
lution would  be  the  natural  oousequcncesof 
their  mob  dominion.  Such  a  dominion 
would  be  much  worse  than  Universal 
Suffrage,  Annual  Parliaments,  and  the  Vote 
by  Ballot.  The  breath  of  popular  enthusiasm 
was  the  groundwork  of  the  Political  Unions, 
and  they  were  framed  upon  the  model  of 
those  Jacobin  Clubs  which  prepared  tiic 
way  for  the  French  Revolution.  Could 
any  man  in  his  senses  mistake  the  repeated 
allusbns  to  the  fate  of  Charles  Ist— of  the 
disuse,  if  not  of  the  abuse,  of  the  aristocracy 
— and  the  utter  subversion  of  the.monarchy? 
His  design  was  to  show,  that  the  Political 
Unions  were  both  unconstitutional  and 
illegal,  and  had  for  their  object  the  Iqgis. 
lative  and  executive  power  of  this  country. 
The  hon.  Member  here  quoted  aereial 
passages  from  speedies  delivered  at  various 
political  meetings  in  justification  of  the 
opinions  whioh  be  had  just  sta^  tp  the 
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House.  The  ipeaken  at  these  meetings 
reeominended  the  jieciplo  to  use  what  they 
called  moral  hitmiidatlon.  They  told  their 
auditon  that  a  fepresentativc  government 
cmM  only  he  maintained  upoh  a  democratic 
baeiSy  and  that  the  people  shouid,  with  a 
vflioe  of  thnnder^  ohu  out  ftir  Annual 
Parliaments,  Univeiaal  Sufiiage,  and  Vote 
by  Ballot.  Nowi  he  would  ask»  was  this 
consistenl  with  the  hiw  ?  [Mt.&CanmUi 
Quite].  Why,  these  Pkditical  Unimis  held 
up  die  example  of  repuhlican  America  to 
the  appiauM  and  imitation  of  the  people  of 
this  country;  and  they  told  them,  that 
while  Amerioa  was  free  from  deht  Enf^nd 
was  oppressed  by  both  debt  and  taxes. 
These  speakers  again  set  forth,  that  a 
Constitolton  to  be  good  and  sound  must  be 
based  oa  democracy,  and,  as  he  had  iust 
aasd,  tbey  incited  the  peo|de  to  make  ^r 
deoHBids  in  a  voiee  of  thunder.  They  dbo 
incubated  the  doctrine  of  passive  obedience 
to  the  Councils  of  the  Unions,  although  he 
was  aware,  that  such  an  assat^on  might  be 
denied  by  the  abettom  and  supporters  of 
those  Unions.  In  thb  country,  however,  a 
strong  Conservativo  feeling  prevailed.  Well, 
then,  he  would  say  a  stiung,  independent, 
and  manly  Tory  feeling  to  uphold  the  laws 
and  constitution  of  the  empire.  He  con. 
sidered  thst  the  object  at  which  the 
Unions  aimed,  vras  to  pniduce  a  revolution, 
although  he  would  admit,  that  revolution 
was  now  at  a  discount  in  several  of  the 
States  of  Europe.  In  France  aud  Belgium 
revohitioiis  had  recently  taken  phioe,  ot  if 
m»t  xevulations,  at  all  events  a  chmige  of 
dynasty*  A  similar  attempt  was  made  in 
Portugal,  but  as  yet  the  legitimate  Monarch 
had  maintaised  his  Unone.  When  the  last 
French  Revolution  occurred,  the  hopes  of 
the  Jacobins  were  raised,  popular  .excesses 
were  the  consequence,  but  they  were 
ultimately  put  down  by  the  only  possible 
and  justifiable  means — ^by  the  mudcct  and 
the  bayonet.  But  in  the  case  of  France 
and  Belgium  the  Revolutions  were  of  a 
Conaervativecharactcr,  notwithstandingthe 
rhanging  dynasty.  Life,  liberty,  and  pn^ 
perty  were  secured,  and  the  dungeons  were 
nolongerfflled  with  the  victims  of  despotism 
or  of  repobycanism.  On  the  other  hand 
we  were  not  now  legislating  as  it  were 
pro  am  ei  Jbeis,  the  enemy  was  not  now 
caacdy  at  omr  door ;  but  yet  he  thouaht 
the  time  had  arrived  when  the  ParBa- 
meat  should  leaislate  against  the  existence 
sf  Pi^ilical  Umons.  It  was  hi^  time  that 
sach  aests  of  perdition  should  &  extirpated, 
asd  ha  was  confident)  that  there  was  so 


much  of  evil  and  malignity  in  their  ftame 
and  constitution  as  would  justify  the  Re* 
solution  which  he  had  to  prepose  to  the 
House.  He  trusted,  that  a  majority  of  this 
House  would  condemn  the  Political  Uniims, 
and  if  the  majority  did  not  ho  was  sure  tlie 
majority  of  the  oountiy  would.  Ha  hoped 
that  the  spirit  of  liberty  would  always  pre., 
vail  in  the  British  empire,  but  that  the 
spirit  of  French  anarehy  and  conAision 
would  never  exist  amonost  us*  He  wh^ed 
to  be  as  concise  as  possible  in  the  expression 
of  his  opinions,  and  ho  would  say,  that  the 
point,  dUr  all,  camo  to  this,  not  whether 
the  Unions  wore  illegal  or  not^  but  whether 
they  were  notatten&d  with  such  imminent 
and  presmng  dangers  as  loudly  demanded 
their  being  put  down.  He  had  no  party 
feelings  to  gratify  in  submitting  his  Reso* 
hition  to  the  House.  It  Was  only  pro* 
spective,  and  had  no  latiaspectiva  tendency 
whatsoever.  If  the  existing  laws  did  not 
enable  the  Government  to  pat  down  these 
Political  Unions,  ho  for  one  would  be  at 
once  ready  to  arm  the  Government  vrith 
frei^  powers  to  do  so.  The  law  shouU 
give  equal  protection  to  all  classes  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects;  the  Unions,  however, 
had  usurped  a  dominioo  over  the  law. 
Even  supposmgtlmt  these  l^itical  Unions 
were  not  formidable  as  a  political  body, 
they  ou(^t  to  be  put  down  as  local  nuisanoes, 
for,  at  present,  it  was  neoessaty  for  every, 
body  in  tlieir  neighbourhood  to  be  of  their 
miiid,  or  woe  be  to  him.  At  several  elec* 
tions,  occurring  near  places  where  those 
Unions  existed,  they  marched  in  booties 
to  the  hustings ;  sod  not  only  •  did  any 
gentleman,  who  appeared  to  be  opposed  to 
them,  rtui  the  greatest  risks,  but  all  his 
friends  became  marked  men,  and  were 
constantly  in  foar  of  the  consequences  of 
their  independence.  Indeed,  seveml  gen. 
tlemcn  who  hadcommunicatud  very  serious 
complaints  to  him  on  tlic  subject,  had 
earnestly  requested  him  not  to  mention 
their  names,  lest  they  too  should  become 
"  marked  men."  It  was,  therefore,  incum. 
bent  upon  Parliament  to  take  some  steps  in 
this  matter,  at  any  nte,  for  the  protection 
ofindividtmls.  The  non-suppression  of  these 
bodies,  too,  would  inevitably  give  rise  to 
faction ;  for^  if  Ministen  refused  to  interfere^ 
rival  confederacies  must  be  formed  for 
8e]f«defenoe.  He  was  no  friend  to  the 
Conservative,  any  more  than  to  the  Ja« 
cobinical  Unions,  oonsdering,  that  the  only 
Political  Union  should  be  die  British 
Parliament,  and  if  the  latter  bodies  were 
suppressedi  he  would  lend  every  asststapoc 
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to  suppress  tlie  others ;  but  he  repeated^  if 
no  Bteps  were  taken  for  the  ^Hrotection  of 
the  description  of  individuals  he  liad  just 
mentioned,  they  must  form  into  societies  as 
a  matter  of  self-defence.  It  was  said,  that 
t^is  mention  of  the  Political  Unions  was 
unnecessary  and  injudicious:  that  they 
were  fast  dwindling  away,  and  would  soon 
expire  of  themselves;  and  that  therefore 
any  notice  of  them  merely  had  the  effect  of 

fiving  them  a  certain  degree  of  consequence, 
t  was  very  true,  that  they  were  dwindling 
away,  but  still  the  circumstances  of  the 
times  were  such,  that  no  ashes  should  be 
allowed  .to  remain  in  which  the  spark  of 
revolution    might   be  kept  smouldering* 
The  most  appalling  disturbances,  predial 
and  civic,  had  been  the  result  of  these 
Political  Unions,  and,  he  repeated,  although 
they  might  not  be,  and  were  not,  so  for- 
midable by  any  means  as  they  were  two 
years  ago,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  they  were 
not  so  insignificant  as  to  render  it  a  matter 
of  no  consequence  that  this  House  should, 
indirectly,  sanction  their  existence.  Besides, 
the  Resolutions  he  had  to  propose  were 
very  innocent  and  harmless,  and  he  could 
not  conceive  that  the  House  would  refuse 
to  agree  to  them.    The  House  had  inad. 
vertently  given,  as  it  were,  a  prescriptive 
legality  to  these  Unions ;  and  it  was  there- 
fore  due  to  themselves  that  they  should 
pass  a  Resolution,  declaring  that  such  bodies 
as  these  did  not  exist  with  parliamentary 
sanction.     This  was  not  a  time  to  dally 
with  lire.     Things  were  in  such  a  state  all 
over  the  world  as  rendered  it  imperative  on 
us  to  preserve  the  utmost  possiUe  internal 
powert    If  we  once  allowed  of  internal  con. 
vulsion,   total  ruin  would  be  the  speedy 
and  inevitable  result.    He  considered,  that 
the  institutions  of  the  country  were  not 
only  necessary  for  the  safety  and  happiness 
of  the  100,000,000  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects,  but  these  institutions  concerned  the 
liberties  and  happiness  of  all  Europe.  Those, 
therefore,  who  under  any  pretence  sought 
a  purpose  inimical  to  the  British  Constitu- 
tion, were  not  only  the  enemies  to  the 
liberties  of  their  own  country,  but  they 
were  the  enemies  of  the  whole  humftn 
race.    The  hon.  Gentleman  concluded  by 
moving  his  Resolutions. 

Mr.  PlunUre  seconded  the  Motion,  which 
he  did  with  the  greater  pleasure,  inasmuch 
as  it  had  been  said  in  another  place  only  a 
few  days  ago,  that  Political  Unions  were 
inconsistent  with  any  plan  of  good  Go- 
vernment It  was  also  said,  that  the  law 
sufficient  to  put  them  dowUf  and  if  it 


were  not,  he  would  be  wiUingto  strengthen 
it,  for,  he  believed,  that  there  would  be  no 
disinclinatum  in  the  Ministers  to  put  the 
law  in  force.  The  people  had  no  xight  U 
form  such  Unions  as  the  means  of  obtaining 
redress,  for  they  had  the  xight  of  petstioiw 
ing.  They  had* no  right  to  /orm  and  or- 
ganise themselves  into  permanent  politicai 
bodies.  The  King,  Lords,  and  Commons, 
formed,  he  might  say,  a  Political  Union ; 
and  with  their  power  these  other  Unkms 
were  inconsistent.  If  they  were  permitted 
any  longer  to  exist  they  would  destroy  the 
deliberative  power  of  Parliament,  and,  that 
once  destroyed,  of  what  use  could  the  Par. 
liament  be  to  the  country?  It  was  easy 
to  account  for  the  origin  of  these  Unions, 
which  happened  in  consequence  of  the  dis- 
cussion which  took  place  for  the  abolition 
of -the  rotten  boroughs,  which  was  so  per. 
tinaciously  resisted  by  a  certain  patty  in 
this  country.  The  existence  of  these 
Unions  then  might  be  justifiable ;  but  the 
Reform  question  having  been  carried,  and 
the  rotten  boroughs  destroyed,  there  was 
no  longer  any  necessity  for  their  continu- 
ance. In  fact,  these  Unions  constituted  an 
imperium  in  imperio;  and,  as  such,  he 
would  oppose  them.  He  was  ready  to  pro- 
mote every  object  of  useful  Reform*  He 
had  offered  himself  to  his  constituents  as 
the  friend  of  liberty,  but  the  enemy  of 
disorder ;  they  had  accepted  him  on  these 
terms,  and  he  should  be  always  ready  to 
put  down  disorder  of  any  kind.  He  must 
tell  his  hon.  friend  the  member  lor  Stam- 
ford, that  his  Resolutions  went  to  give  Con- 
servative Clubs  a  severe  blow  as  well  as 
Political  Unions;  and  certainly,  if  those 
Clubs  were  to  oppose  all  Reform,  and  were 
to  lift  themselves  up  against  the  spirit  of 
the  age,  he,  certainly,  should  not  be  sorry 
to  defld  a  very  heavy  blow  at  them.  Tbe 
hon.  Member  conduded  by  seconding  tbe 
Motion. 

Lord  AUhorp  said,  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  brought  forward  this  Motion, 
assumed,  throughout  his  speeeh,  th^t  the 
Political  Unions  weie  illegal  assemblies; 
but,  from  all  the  information  which  he  had 
been  aUe  to  procure  on  the  subject,  he  did 
not  think  that  they  could,  in  their  pncscnt 
form,  be  said  to  be  lUegaL  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had,  in  proof  of  he  assumption, 
quoted  the  Proclamation  issued  by  his  Ma- 
jesty two  years  ago  ;  but,  he  entirdy  over- 
looked the  particular  circumstances  which 
then  existed.  The  Proclamation  was  issued 
against  those  Poiitical  Unions  which  as. 
sumed  a  right  to  oiganiae  their  nmben 
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vprnta  oiiluary  principle^  and  even  avowed 
their  purpose  ol  taking  up  arms.    That 
QBrtaiiuy  waaa  most  iUe^l  proceeding  upon 
the  part  of  those  bodies,  and  against  Uiat 
the  riochunation  was  direct^    Such  was 
not  the  case  at  present.    The  appearance 
of  the  Proclamation  had  warned  tae  Poli- 
tical Unions*  as  it  was  intended,  to  take 
caret  and  the  illegal  course  had  been  aban- 
doned.   The  hon.  Gentleman  wished  him 
to  say,  whether,  he  thought,  the  prevalence 
of  P<ditical  Unions  and  the  spreading  of 
those  bodies  growing  into  great  power,  was 
not  detrimental  to  the  Constitution,  and, 
oertainlj^he  was  ready  to  say,*  that  the 
prevalenoe  of  such  Unions  was  not  devoid 
of  danger  to  the  Constitution.     But  the 
hon.  Gentleman  said,  and  in  that  he  cor. 
dially  concurred,  that  the  general  feelings 
of  the  people  of  this  country  were  conser- 
Tative— that  the  feelings  of  the  great  ma- 
joiit J  of  the  people  were  in  favour  of  sup- 
porting our  present  institutions— of  pre- 
aerving  them,  but»  in  preserving,  to  improve 
tbem».  and,  by  ooniinual  improvements,  to 
make  them  even  more  wivthy  of  being 
preserved.     That  was,  he  a^itted,  the 
fleneialy  he  might  say  almost  the  universal, 
teeling  of  the  people.     In  every  large  and 
mixed  society  like  ours  there  would  be,  and 
no  doubt  were,  persons  who  took  a  different 
view  from  this,   but  they  were  in  this 
country  very   few.      Before    the  House 
adopted  the  Resolution   proposed  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  it  ought  to  be  satisfied 
that  there  was  great  danger  of  these  revo^ 
lutionary  views  spreading— a  greater  dan- 
ger than  at  {»resent  any  man  supposed  to 
exist.    He  conceived  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
Resolution  .uncalled  for,  and  he  certainly  • 
could  not  agree  to  it,  particularly  the  first 
part,  whi(£  was  incotrect.      The   Reso- 
lution stated  that  these  Unions  were  ille- 
gal, and  he  did  not  believe  that  they  were. 
With  respect  to  the  other  part  of  it,  he  did 
not  see  the  advantage  of  the  House  giving 
aay  opinion  on  the  subject.    It  was  for 
bim  a  great  satisfaction  to  think  that  the 
feelings  of  the  country  were  in  a  state  of 
l^t  eauxtement  at  the  time  the  Political 
UnioDs  arose  and  were  extended ;  they  had 
been  ineserved  and  extended  subsequently. 
hf  a  continued  and  even  increased  excited- 
meat;  but  he  was  happy  to  concur  with 
the  hon*  Gentleman  in  believing,  that,  in 
the  pKient  state  of   the  country,  their 
power  was  diminishing    from    want    of  < 
escitement      For  himself,   he    was    not, 
ipealdog  out  of  any  partiality  to  Political 
UoioQii  for  of  all  tlie  persons  who  enter- ; 


tained  political  opinions,  there  was  no  po« 
litical  party  more  hostile  to  the  present 
Government  than  the  Political  Unions. 
He,  therefore,  did  not  come  forward  out  of 
any  partiality  to  those  Unions ;  and  what 
he  said  could  not  be  charged  to  that  motive. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  said,  that  Political 
Unions  had  interfered  at  elections,  and  had 
prevented  those  from  being  elected  who 
ought  to  have  been  elected.  Certainly,  he 
must  admit,  that  Political  Unions  had  in- 
terfered with  elections,  and,  he  might  say, 
had  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  proper 
persons  from  being  elected ;  but  their  ex- 
ertions had  not  always  been  directed  against 
the  Gentlemen  opposite  or  in  favour  of 
those  who  'supported  the  Government.  He 
had  seen  some  of  the  Gentlemen  opposite 
glad  of  the  assistance  of  Political  Unions 
on  a  late  occasion.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
had  adverted  to  a  sort  of  a  prc^^mme  of 
an  Administration  suitable  to  these  Unions, 
and  had  stated  the  names  of  those  Gen- 
tlemen who  were  to  hold  offices  in  the 
State.  The  hon.  Gentleman  said,  it  was 
one  of  their  great  and  peculiar  objects  to 
get  their  own  party  into  power;  but,  he 
believed,  that  no  political  party  ever  ex- 
isted, which  did  not  wish  to  have  an  Ad- 
ministration formed  of  those  persons  who 
held  their  own  opinions.  Upon  the  whole, 
he  thought  the  question  was  hardly  one  to 
speak  seriously  about ;  but  he  felt  it  to  be 
lus  duty  to  give  the  Motion  a  direct  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  Cobbeil  rose  to  say  a  few  words,  as 
he  might,  perhaps,  be  suspected  of  having 
organixed  these  Unions.     He  wished  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  out  some 
harm  or  some  mischief  these  Unions  had 
done.     He  should  like  to  know  what  they 
had  done  to  make  them  so  distinguished. 
Since  they  had  been  established,  there  had 
been  a  great  many  riots  in  the  country, 
but  in  uo  one  instance  had  the  PoUtical 
Unions  taken    part  in  those  riots.      At 
Bristol,  in  particuhur,  the  Political  VJmons 
had  laboured,  and  laboured  continually  and 
successfully  to  prevent,  and  bad  pTevcuuA 
the  rioU  gdng  further.     What,  iben,  Yiad 
the  Political   Unions  done  ?     Tl^er^  ^ete 
ffi«at  difficulties  and  great  «»^»"'**'^^^ 
in  the  country ;  there  were  ^«*^^*^^I^^^., 
which  they  all  wished   to    mJ^'^^^  ^^  ^ 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  ^**^^^^Te%>»^ 
country,  and  a  great  deal  to  de^    ,^3^^^  ^ 

would  any  hon.  Gentlcmaix    *^^j^ j^  «cC»^ 

Political  Unions  had  produced  tS^^^^  \«^ 
While    the    hon.    Gentlcmiaii      i^_.«jir  ol  W 
speaking,  he  had  set  dowix    » 
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tauses  of  these  thincs,  and  if  the  Political 
Unions  had  produced  them,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman should  have  gone  a  great  deal  fur- 
ther. If  the  Political  Unions  had  caused 
the  Bank  stoppage  of  1797— if  they  had 
caused  the  twenty-two  years  war  carried 
on  against  France  to  put  down  liberty — if 
they  had  caused  the  American  war,  which 
added  72>000,000/.  to  our  debt,  and  which 
ended,  as  few  wars  did,  in  our  disgrace— 
if  they  had  passed  the  famous  Bill  of  1 819, 
which  doubled  all  the  taxes — and  if  they 
had,  by  partially  repealing  It,  caused  the 
panic  of  1825,  ISstf— if  they  had  made  it 
necessary,  after  eighteen  years'  peace,  to 
keep  up  a  force  or  100,000  men— if  they 
had  given  600,000/.  among  118  Privy 
Councillors,  and  Pensioners,  and  Servants 
of  the  State — if  they  had  given  a  multitude 
of  pensions  and  sinecures  to  idlers,  starving 
the  industrious  people-^if  they  had  given 
Mr.  Burke  a  pension,  which  had  been  en- 
joyed for  thirty-three  years,  and  long  after 
his  death,  till  it  amounted  to  90,000,000/. 
—he  meant  90,000/. — if  (and  he  quoted  it 
only  as  a  specimen)  the  Political  Unions 
had  given  a  man  a  nenidon  for  twenty-one 
years  for  being  Cnarge  d'Affaires  at  Flo- 
rence for  five  months — if  they  had  ffivcn  a 
man  a  pension  of  280/.  per  annum  xor  five 
months'  service,  while  that  gentleman  was 
also  a  parson,  and  held  two  livings — ^he 
would  not  take  the  part  of  the  Political 
Unions.  If  the  Political  Unions  had  made 
the  debt  800.000,000/ — if  Political  Unions 
had  done  all  or  one  of  these  things,  he 
should  say,  put  them  down — let  them  be 
trampled  to  the  earth  under  the  feet  of  the 
people,  and  let  the  name  of  Political 
Unicms  be  accursed  for  ever. 

Mr.  Methnen  had  seen  something  of 
Political  Unions  in  his  own  county,  and 
could  say,  that  he  had  never  on  any  occa. 
sion  witnessed  them  engaged  in  an  act  of 
riot,  or  ever  knew  them  guilty  of  an  inci- 
vility. If  Political  Unions  were  to  be  put 
down,  they  must  also  put  down  Conserva- 
tive Clulis,  for  they  were  also  an  obstacle 
to  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  wished, 
he  believed,  to  take  the  Government  of  the 
country  into  their  own  hands.  If  the 
Political  Unions  offended,  the  law  was 
strong  enough,  he  believed,  to  put  them 
o  wn. 

Mr.  OCmneU  would  not  have  trespassed 
on  the  House,  had  he  not  been  personally 
alluded  to  bv  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
hrought  forwanl  the  Motion,  and  to  whom 
he  felt  grateful  for  the  office  he  had  be- 
stowed on  him.    As  the  hon.  Gentleman 


had  called  on  him,  he  would  state  hit  opin- 
ion. He  believed  that  these  aaaoeistiani 
were  legal,  and  the  Motion  of  the  hxm. 
Gentleman  was  the  most  unjust  and  aiUiest 
Motion  he  ever  heard  of.  It  first  declared 
these  meetings  illegal,  and  then  it  aaid,  that 
the  Ministers  would  not  be  to  bkme  if 
they  punished  what  the  hon*  Gentleman 
called  illegal  Unions,  That  was  smnethlng 
new,  to  cul  on  the  House  of  Commons  to 
resolve  that  the  Ministers  would  not  be  to 
blame  for  executing  the  law.  But  the  Re- 
solution was  unjust,  for  it  determined  that 
certain  things  were  illegal.  It  dedared 
that  some  persons,  who  hs^  not  been  tried. 
who  had  not  even  been  committed,  were 
guilty  of  an  illegal  act.  If  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman got  his  Resolution  jiassed  to-nisht, 
he  might  to-morrow  post  off  to  Bhming^- 
ham  and  hand  the  Resolution  of  the  Home 
of  Commons  to  the  Magistrates,  dedaring 
the  Union  there  illegal.  Would  it  be  right 
in  the  House  of  Oommons  to  pan  a  Reso. 
lution  to-night  that  the  men  who  were  to 
be  tried  at  the  Old  Bailenr  to^momnr  or 
next  week,  had  behaved  illegally  .>  Tliat 
would  not  be  decent  in  Parliament,  «nd 
might  bring  the  House  into  some  dan- 
ger. 'They  had  heard  something  of  a 
coalition  between  the  Conservatives  and  the 
Political  Unions  not  far  fVom  Stafibrd,  and 
some  comparison  had  been  made  between 
a  monkey  and  a  bear.  He  too  had  beaid 
of  showmen.  One  went  about  with  an 
elephant  and  a  calf,  and  when  he  wae  ashed 
which  was  the  elephant  and  whi(%  was  the 
calf?  he  replied,  **  Which  your  honour 
pleases."  llie  hon.  Gentleman  had  been 
taking  lessons  from  these  showmen.  Tbey 
travefied  sometimes,  and  the  hon.  Gentle, 
man  had  met  with  one  of  them  who  had 
been  abroad,  and  he  told  the  hon.  Gentle* 
man  that  there  were  two  principles  strog. 
gling  for  mastery  on  the  Continent— des- 
potism and  superstition.  It  was  a  {nty  he 
did  not  also  tell  the  hon.  Gentleman  diat 
these  were  not  the  only  principles  Strug, 
gling  for  power  Gn  the  Continent^— that 
there  were  also  cant  and  hypocrisy— reli- 
gious cant  and  political  hypocrisy.  He 
could  tell  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  these, 
too,  were  rife  on  the  Continent,  and  that 
tbey  forced  themselves  into  high  atethms 
and  high  offioes  for  no  other  reason  bat 
because  they  stuffed  themselves  ont  into 
importance.  Being  in  office,  they  made  a 
great  parade  of  their  piety,  and  busM 
memselvefi  meddling  in  every  other  man's 
affiiirs.  Tbey  allowed  no  differenee  of 
opinion  to  pass  unnoticed,  and  condemned 
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one  nuin  as  an  Athebt,  and  another  as  an 
Anarchist  They  dealt  in  foul  names  and 
mucli  abuse.  We  had  none  of  these  in 
England.  There  was  no  cant»  no  hypocrisy 
here.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had  never 
heard  of  them  before.  But  if  they  were 
imported  hcre»  what  oould  they  do  ?  They 
would  be  sure  to  overlook  the  beam  in 
their  own  eye— to  point  out  the  mote  in 
the  eye  of  another.  The  Charles-street 
Society^  the  Conservative  Club,  the  Omnge 
Lodge,  would  be  overlooked,  and  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  pounce  down  on  the 
lowly  Political  Unions -*- those  Unions 
which  had  turned  out  of  that  House,  and 
kept  them  out — the  nominees  of  the  oli- 
garchy. He  considered  it  fortunate  for 
the  country,  that  it  yet  possessed  Political 
Unions,  for  they  were  ready  again  to  sup. 
port  the  Government^  should  that  other 
collision  come  by  which  freedom  was  threat- 
ened, and  to  which  he  would  not  further 
allude,  than  to  say  it  was  thteatened  by  a 
Conservative  Club  in  another  place,  which 
sought  to  change  the  councils  of  the  ooun* 
try.  The  Political  Unions  misht  be  more 
necessary  than  ever  if  that  collision  should 
cone,  and  they  would  again  protect,  as 
they  had  before  protected,  the  liberty  of 
the  country,  and  would  preserve  the  prin- 
ciples of  oar  free  Constitution. 

Mr.  Halcofttbe,  amidst  calk  of  ''ques- 
tion," said,  that  these  Unions  were  illegal. 

Mr.  Waiter  was  neither  a  friend  nor  an 
enemy  to  Political  Unions;  for  he  was 
eertain  that  their  merit  or  demerit  must 
entirely  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the 
object  which  men  unite  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining.  That  obfoct  being- beneficial, 
then,  he  was  thoroughly  convinced  that  the 
beat  method  of  obtaininff  it  was  by  Unions ; 
and  all  the  maxims  wliicK  they  had  ever 
heard  of  the  advantages  of  unanimity  and 
concord  would  apply ;  for  individual  and 
detached  eiTorts  could  do  but  little.  A 
Union,  however,  which  the  present  Motion 
induced  him  now  to  bring  under  the  notice 
of  the  House,  was  not  of  that  laudable 
chararteTi  but  was  a  Political  Union  of  a 
most  mischievous  nature  and  tendency.  In 
the  county  which  he  had  the  honour  of 
representing,  a  Pblitioal  Union  had  been 
formed  for  an  object  which  he  had  no  hesi* 
taiion  in  describing  as  in  a  high  degree 
iaetiotts  and  improper.  It  was  a  Union  of 
the  Magistracy  chiefly*  to  raise  a  sum  of 
aoney  to  be  expendal  in  defraying  not 
only  the  cost  of  registering  the  voters  who 
were  admitted  upon  the  register  in  last 
November,  but  also  the  oost  of  plaeing 


on  the  register  every  succeeding  year  sudi 
voters  as  might  be  friendly  to  uidr  views ; 
and,  though  such  was  not  expressed  to  be 
their  intention,  he  feared  there  oould  be 
little  doubt  that  one  of  their  objects  was  to 
keep  off  such  voters  as  might  be  deemed 
unfriendly  to  their  interests.  He  held  in 
his  hand  a  letter  from  the  acting  Secretary 
of  this  Political  Union,  who  was  also  a 
Magistrate  of  the  county,  which,  with  the 
permission  of  the  House,  he  would  read  :•— 

Ilurst  Lodge,  Maidenhead,  Berks, 
April  28,  1633. 

Dear  Sir— At  a  numerous  Meeting  of 
Gentlemen  of  the  County,  which  took  place 
yesterday  at  the  B«ar  Inn,  Reading,  (Mr. 
Benyon  de  Ucauvoir  in  the  Chair),  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  paying  strict  aitention  to  the 
registration  of  the  voters  in  this  county  on  all 
future  occasions,  and  to  examine  into  the 
expenses  caused  by  their  original  enrolment, 
it  was  resolved  (among  other  Resolutions, 
which  I  hope  shortly  to  have  the  pteawre  of 
sending  you  post  fne\  that  it  was  highly  un- 
just and  unfair  that  the  whole  expaneas  attend* 
ing  the  original  registration  of  roters,  whieh  is 
to  serve  as  the  guide  and  basis  of  all  future 
electionji,  should  be  imposed  on  those  gentle- 
men who  happened  to  be  candidates  for  the 
representation  of  the  countv  at  tliat  particular 
])eriod,  and  that  a  subscription  of  sums  of 
moderate  amount,  varying  fVom  30l.  to  101., 
should  be  made  by  such  proprietors  of  lands 
and  estates  in  the  county  ss  may  think  fit  to 
assist  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  registration 
itself  (unavoidably  incurred  by  Mr.  I'almer 
and  Mr.  Pusey),  and  which  were  wholly  dis« 
tinct  from,  and  unconnected  with,  tliose 
attending  the  election. 

1  was  directed  by  the  Meeting  to  ascertain 
your  sentiments  on  the  subject,  and  I  shall 
feel  much  obliged  by  as  early  a  reply  as  con- 
venient, addressed  to  this  place. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

Gxoaox  IlERaT  Eluott. 

Now,  if  Unions  of  this  kind  were  suffered 
to  exist  on  the  subject  of  registration,  they 
could  only  be  met  by  Unions  on  the  other 
side,  and  every  county  must  become  a  scene 
of  political  intrigue  from  one  election  to 
another.  The  combination  of  which  he 
had  just  presented  proofs  to  the  House  he 
had  reason  to  suppose,  however  misdiievoua 
in  spirit,  had  not  altogether  succeeded,  as 
many  of  the  parties  applied  to  for  money, 
had  declined  complying  with  the  requisi- 
tion. He  repeated,  however,  that  if  one 
set  of  Unions  were  suflered,  another  must 
take  place  as  a  counter^mise ;  but,  in  any 
caae,  the  unconstitutional  character  of  this 
particular  Union  could  not  be  doubted. 

Mr.  Forgier  observed,  that  at  all  events 
the  proceedings  of  the   Political  Unions 
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alluded  to  by  the  bon.  member  for  Berk- 1  would  be  found  in  the  opinions  that  m^t 


shire  were  not  accompanied  by  any  breach 
of  the  public  peace ;  but  he  (Mr.  Forster) 
could  name  another  Political  Union — that 
of  Birmingham — ^which  had  not  only  at- 
tended the  election  for  the  borough  which 
he  represented  (Walsall),  but  actually 
employed  on  that  occasion  the  influence  of 
physical  force  in  favour  of  the  candidate 
whom  they  supported.  The  members  of 
that  body  were  active  promoters  of  the 
breach  of  the  peace  and  outrages  which 
ultimately  took  place  at  Walsall ;  but,  for 
his  own  part,  he  hoped  speedily  to  see  such 
unconstitutional  interferences  put  a  stop  to. 
These  Unionists  held  out  to  the  people  that 
to  support  their  peculiar  doctrines  would 
tend  to  produce  a  plentiful  supply  of  roast 
beef  and  plum.pudding.  They  had  also 
made  the  pot-house,  instead  of  the  Church, 
the  resort  of  the  poorer  classes :  and  sub- 
stituted a  Sunday  newspaper  in  the  hands 
of  the  poor  for  the  Bible.  These,  how- 
ever, were  subjects  on  which  it  would  be 
unwise  to  leffiiuate,  but  he  thought,  if  the 
public  were  furnished  with  some  explana- 
tion with  respect  to  the  application  of  the 
pence  eiven  to  support  such  societies,  the 
gullibility  of  the  system  would  be  made  so 
manifest  that  their  existence  would  be 
speedily  terminated.  This  being  his  opin- 
ion, he  must  entreat  his  hon.  friend  to 
withdraw  his  Motion. 

Mr.  Finch  had  been  induced  to  bring 
the  subject  forward  solely  on  account  of  the 
situation  of  the  country  and  the  aspect  of 
our  afikirs  abroad;  but  as  the  discussion 
which  had  taken  place  had  convinced  him 
that  such  Unions  were  so  contemptible  as 
to  be  wholly  unworthy  of  notice,  he  should 
on  that  ground  consent  to  withdraw  his 
Motion.  The  hon.  and  learned  member 
for  Dublin  had  thought  fit  to  stigmatize 
the  Motion  as  a  silly  Motion.  This  was 
not  very  courteous,  but  although  not  a 
professional  man  he  would  defy  any  lawyer 
to  deny  that  such  associations  were  illegal. 
He  must,  however,  express  the  surprise 
which  he  had  felt  on  hearing  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  advocate  the  cause  of  Politi. 
cal  Unions,  f  Lord  ilttAorp— No,  no.]  At 
all  events  the  noble  Loni  had  expressed 
himself  friendly  to  such  Unions.  ^Lord 
Allhorp — ^No,  no.]  The  noble  Lord  had, 
at  least,  seemed  favourable  to  them,  and  he 
must  say  that  he  had  not  expected  to  have 
witnessed  such  a  display  of  disunion  in  the 
Administration  as  evidently  existed.  In- 
deed such  difference  of  sentiment  had  never 
before  been  exhibited   in   Parliament 


as 


expressed  by  the  noble  Lord  and  tfaoae 
delivered  a  short  time  ago  by  the  Loid 
Chancellor,  who  expressly  declared  that 
Political  Unions  were  not  only  most  pemi* 
cious  in  themselves,  but  contrary  to  law. 
The  contrast  between  the  opinions  of  Min* 
isters  was  not  only  striking  but  instructive, 
as  illustrating  the  materials  of  what  the 
present  Government  was  composed.  Bot 
the  hon.  and  learned  member  for  Dublin 
had  defended  the  legality  of  such  associa- 
tions, and  asserted  tibat  they  were  formed 
for  the  preservation  of  the  liberty  of  the 
people.  He  had  said,  that  to  put  them 
down  would  be  to  curtail  public  liberty  ; 
but  if  such  bodies  had  the  eSect  as  had 
been  alleged  of  intimidating  the  Upper 
House  of  Parliament  from  the  faithful  and 
honest  performance  of  its  duties,  their 
existence  was  as  much  a  violation  of  public 
liberty  as  anything  he  could  well  conceive, 
although  the  noble  Lord  oppodte  had 
declared  that  he  did  not  consider  tfaem  to 
be  illegal. 

Lord  AUkorp  had  undoubtedly  stated 
that  he  did  not  consider  Political  Unions, 
as  at  present  existing,  illegal;  but  he 
added,  that  if  they  were  to  become  more  ex- 
tended, and  to  gain  greater  power  in  the 
country,  they  would  ^en  be  detrimental  to 
the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Thomas  Aiiwood  assured  the  House 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Birmingham  Poli- 
tical Unionists  at  Walsall  was  in  every 
respect  orderly  and  good,  and  that  the 
statement  regarding  them  made  by  the 
hon.  member  .for  that  borough  was  most 
unfounded.  This  he  undertook  to  assert 
from  his  own  observation,  having  been  in 
Walsall  at  the  time.  Not  Is.  had  been 
spent  by  the  Political  Union  during  the 
Walsall  or  any  other  election ;  and,  instead 
of  being  violators  of  the  peace,  the  members 
of  that  body  were  grossly  attacked  by  the 
soldiers,  police,  and  hired  ruffians  by  whom 
the  outrages  alluded  to  were  committed. 

Mr.  Lillleion  said  that,  as  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  the  county,  he  was,  from 
the  information  which  he  had  reodved, 
enabled  to  say  that  it  was  not  only  lus  own 
individual  belief,  but  the  impression  of 
every  respectable  man  in  Staffiirdshire 
whose  testimony  was  well  worth  having, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Birmingham  Poli* 
tical  Unionists  during  the  eledum  for  Wal* 
sail  was  most  outrageous.  He  must  say 
that  he  could  not  credit  the  statement  that 
the  conduct  of  the  members  of  that  associa* 
tion  was  not  influenced  by  their  leaders. 
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for  it  was  notorious^  that  in  the  district  in 
which  the  hon^  member  for  Birmingham 
presided  he  was  regarded  as  anything  but  an 
apostle  of  peace. 

Mr.  Hume  had  seen  a  petition  on  the 
subject  of  the  outrages  at  Walsall  which 
save  a  different  version  of  the  afiair^  and 
from  the  correspondence  he  had  received 
upon  the  subject^  he  was  disposed  to  think 
that  the  outrages  complained  of  were  not 
committed  by  the  Political  Unionists^  but 
by  the  friends  and  adherents  of  the  hon. 
member  for  that  borough. 

Mr.  Fvrster  would  abstain  from  goine 
into  a  recital  of  the  transactions  at  V^^lsall 
during  the  election ;  but  had  not  placards 
calling  for  the  interposition  of  the  Union- 
ists been  distribute  in  all  directions  for 
more  than  a  week  prior  to  the  day  of  nomi- 
nation  ?  If  their  object  was  not  to  intimi- 
date^ he  knew  of  no  other  motive  which 
would  account  for  their  attendance,  when 
th^  weioe  for  the  most  part  strangers  and 
bad  not  a  richt  to  vote.  With  respect  to 
the  Petition  tuluded  to  by  the  hon.  member 
for  Middlesex,  all  he  could  say  was,  that  he 
had  attended  for  six  weeks  in  the  hope  that 
its  presentation  would  afford  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  refuting  its  statements,  which  had 
been  circulated  to  the  prejudice  of  his  sup- 
porters. The  Petition,  however,  had  not 
been  presented. 

Mr.  Thomas  Attnood  said,  that,  although 
he  did  not  assume  the  high  character  of  an 
apostle  of  peace,  he  yet  was  the  friend  of 
peace,  law,  order,  and  humanity.  Indeed 
his  Majesty's  Government  had  themselves 
on  two  occasions,  congratulated  him  on  the 
effect  of  the  exertions  which  he  had  used  to 
preserve  peace  and  order. 

Mr.  iktleion  said,  it  was  only  justice  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  admit,  that  on  the 
two  occasions  to  which  he  referred,  namely, 
May  and  November,  he  certainly  had  been 
mainly  instrumental  in  preserving  the  public 


List  of 

Aglionby,  II.  A. 
AUhorp,  Lord 
Attwood,  T. 
Baring,  F.  T. 
Barnard,  £.  G. 
Beauclerk,  A.  W. 
Beaumont,  T.  W. 
Blake,  I. 
Brodie,  W.  B. 
BrothertOD,  J. 
Blamire,  VV. 
Butler,  P. 
Calvert,  N. 
Campbell,  Sir  J. 
Cobbetl,  W. 
Cornish,  J. 
Dash  wood,  G.  II. 
Divett,  E. 
EUice,  K. 
Evans,  W. 
Faithful,  G. 
FieldioK,  •'• 
Finn,  W.  F. 
Gaskell,  D. 
Grote,  G. 
Halcomb,  J. 
Hardy,  J. 
Hanrev,  D.  W. 
Hay,  Colonel  L. 
Heathcote,  G. 
Hill,  M.  D. 
Hume,  J. 
Home,  Sir  W. 
James,  W. 
Jervis,  J. 
Kennedy,  J. 
Lister,  K.  C. 
Littleton,  J. 
Lloyd,  J.  II. 
Maxwell,  J. 
Methuen,  P. 
Molesworth,  Sir  W. 


the  Nobs. 

Mullins,  F.  W. 
O'Dwyer,  A.  C. 
Oliphant,  L. 
Parrott,  J. 
Perrin,  L. 
Phillipps,  Sir  G. 
Philpotts,  J. 
Potter,  H. 
Poulter,  J. 
Roebuck,  J.  A. 
liussell,  W.  C. 
Uuthven,  £.  S. 
Ruthven,  £. 
Scholelield,  J. 
Scott,  Sir  £. 
Shawe,  R.  N. 
Smith,  R.  V. 
Spankie,  Sergeant 
Stanley,  £.  G.  S. 
Staunton,  Sir  O. 
Scrope,  P. 
Talbot,  J.  H. 
Talbot,  C.  R.  M. 
Tancred,  II.  W. 
Tennyson,  C. 
Todd,  J.  R. 
Tooke,  W. 
Tynte,  C.  T.  Kemyss 
Tynte,  Kemyss,  Col. 
Vigors,  N.  A. 
Vincent,  Sir  F. 
Vivian,  Sir  II. 
Walker,  C.  A. 
Walker,  R. 
Wallace,  R. 
Walter,  J. 
White,  S. 
Whalley,  Sir  S. 
Williams,  W.  A. 
Wood 

Wood,  Alderman 
Young 


The  House  divided— Ayes  8 ;  Noes  78; 
Majority  70. 

list  qf  the  Ayes. 


BlacksloDe,  W.  S. 

Price,  R. 

Callander,  J.  H. 

Talbot,  J. 

Dare,  E.  W.  11. 

Gaskell,  J.  M., 

TLLLERS. 

Gladstone,  >V.  £. 

Buller,  C* 

Plumtre,  J.  P.    , 

Finch,  G. 

*  Mr.  fiuUer  demanded  a  division  contrary 
U»  the  wish  of  the  mover,  and  the  Speaker  ap- 
pointed him  one  of  the  Tellers,  and  he  was 
compelled  to  do  tliat  duty  though  adverse  to 
the  motion. 

VOL.  XVIII.  {2-2} 


Poor  Laws  (England).]  Mr.  HaL 
combe  said,  he  rose  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  state  of  the  Poor  Jaws  as 
they  now  existed  in  England.  It  might 
be  thought,  that  he  was  acting  prematurely 
in  bringing  the  question  forward  before  the 
commission  on  the  subject  had  terminated 
its  labours;  but,  having  devoted  many 
years  to  the  consideration  of  those  laws  and 
the  abuses  that  existed  under  them,  he  was 
anxious  to  bring  the  question  forward,  and 
at  as  early  a  period  as  he  possibly  could. 
From  the  report  of  the  comnusskm,  he  in- 
ferred something  like  a  recommendation, 
that  a  national  or  central  board  should  be 
established  for  the  general  administration 
of  the  Poor-laws  ;  but  for  his  own  part  he 
did  not  think  such  a  course  would  be  expe« 
dient,  much  less  desirable.  And  indeed  it 
was  his  opinion  that  the  government  of  the 
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it  was  to  be  feared  that  in  many  districts 
they  would  be  worn  out.  As  to  the  second 
pointy  Special  Juries  had  been  excluded  in 
order  to  avoid  expense  and  to  make  the 
proceedings  more  simple.  He  was  ready^ 
nevertheless^  to  re-consider  the  subject  of 
the  number  of  a  Jury. 

Lord  Wynford  observed,  that  twelve 
Jurors  were  necessary  in  a  superior  Court, 
and,  in  his  opinion,  a  greater  necessity  ex- 
isted for  continuing  that  number  in  these 
local  courts.  He  was  certain  that  the 
substitution  of  six  for  twelve  Jurors  would 
not  be  productive  of  any  benefit. 

Lord  Lyndhurst  thought  that  there  was 
a  disposition  abroad  to  run  down  Juries  in 
Government  newspapers,  and  to  speak  of 
them  as  Government  Juries. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  supposed,  then, 
that  Government  Juries  were  spoken  of  in 
the  sense  that  Government  newspapers 
were  sometimes  mentioned—- because  they 
always  attacked  Ministers. 

The  Clause  agreed  to. 

On  the  41st  clause,  imposing  a  penalty 
on  witnesses  refusing  to  be  examined 
being  read. 

Lord  Wynford  opposed  it.  Suppose  a 
man  (an  agent  or  an  attorney)  was  sum. 
moned  to  produce  papers,  and  refused  to 
do  so,  was  he  to  be  punished  ?  Was  the 
Judge  to  say  to  him :  ''  Produce  those  docu- 
ments you  must,"  although,  by  so  doing, 
he  might  violate  a  sacred  trust  ?  Accord- 
ing to  this  clause,  however,  a  man  refusing 
to  give  what  might  appear  to  the  Judge 
a  satisfactory  answer  was  to  be  committed 
to  the  county  gaol  or  to  the  house  of  cor- 
rection. He  did  not  know  whether  their 
Lordships  would  not  be  liable  to  imprison- 
ment under  that  clause.  He  vras  aware 
that,  in  cases  of  debt,  they  could  not  be 
imprisoned;  but  he  knew  not  that  their 
privilege  would  protect  them  against  what 
might  be  deemed  a  contempt  of  Court. 
If  a  party  were  committed  for  contempt 
by  the  Judge  of  a  local  court,  there  was 
no  appeal — ^no  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  to 
relieve  him.  He  objected  to  the  clause  as 
it  stood,  and  proposed  to  strike  out  that 
part  of  it  which  gave  the  Court  a  power 
of  imprisonment,  for  a  refusal  to  answer 
questions  which  it  might  be  inconsistent 
with  the  duty  of  an  individual  to  answer. . 

The  Lord  Chancellor  thought  it  a 
•matter  of  course,  that  the  court  should  have 
power  to  compel  witnesses  to  give  evidence. 
Every  Court  possessed  such  authority, 
which,  indeed,  was  inseparable  from  its 
existence,   and  the  due  discharge  of   its 


functions  as  a  Court  of  Justice.  A  Jadge 
would  not  call  upon  a  witness  to  pE^^udve 
himself  by  his  evidence,  or  to  produce 
books  or  papers  which  he  might  hold  as 
the  agent  of  another,  or  which,  if  produced, 
would  affect  absent  parties.  The  Quarter 
Sessions  had  power  to  compel  evidence — a 
single  justice  of  the  peace  could  commit 
for  a  refusal  to  give  testimony.  He  had 
no  objection  after  the  words  *'  books,  papeis, 
or  writings,"  to  insert  in  the  clause  "  such 
as  he  may  be  lawfully  ordered  by  the 
Court  to  produce."  Probably  this  Amend- 
ment would  reconcile  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  to  the  dause. 

Lord  Lyndhurst  objected  to  the  terms  of 
the  proviso,  *'that  no  witness  or  party 
shall  be  compellable  to  answer  any  ques- 
tion which  may  tend  to  expose  him  to  any 
penalty  or  criminal  charge,"  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  not  so  comprehensive  as  the 
law  which  it  professed  to  interpret.  The 
better  course  would  be,  to  leave  the  common 
law  as  it  stood,  which  extended  its  protec- 
tion to  witnesses  much  further  thui  this 
proviso* 

The  Lord  Chancellor  assented  to  the 
omission  of  the  proviso,  and  the  daose  as 
amended  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  Question  that  the  49th  Clause 
stand  part  of  the  Bill,  giving  the  Judge  in 
ordinary  power  to  examine  upon  oath  the 
defendant  against  whom  .  execution  shall 
have  issued. 

Lord  EUenborough  availed  himself  of 
the  opportunity  to  object  to  the  clause,  as 
more  objectionable  than  any  which  had  yet 
been  passed.  He  trusted  that  their  Lord- 
ships had  not  yet  forgotten  the  excellent 
observations  made  by  a  right  rererond 
Prelate  a  few  nights  ago  upon  the  impro- 
priety of  multifuying  unnecessary  oaths; 
bat  whether  they  had  forgotten  them  or 
not,  he  would  remind  their  Lordships  that 
they  ought  not  to  subject  an  individual  to 
the  necessity  of  answering  upon  oath  in 
matters  relating  to  his  own  inteiest  and 
property. 

Lord  Lyndhurst  said,  that  besides  the 
moral  objection  taken  to  this  clause  by  the 
noble  Baron,  he  had  another  objection  to 
111^  against  it  of  a  moro  formal  diaracter. 
On  whom  was  the  expense  to  fail  of  all 
these  examinations  beforo  the  local  Judge, 
of  seizing  and  dragging  the .  individual 
beforo  his  tribunal, .  of  committing  him  to 
prison,  and  of  other  processes,  all  of  which 
were  accompanied  with  great  cost?  There 
was  no  provision  in  the  Bill  to  decide  on 
whom  this  expenditure  should .  falL 
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The  Lard  Chanedbr  conndered  this 
clause  as  one  of  the  most  beneficial  improve- 
iiieiit»of  the  law  which  this  Bill  contained. 
By  meana  of  this  arraitgement,  he  hoped 
tlmt  the  country  would  be  enabled  to  get 
zid  of  the  system  of  imprisonment  for  debt. 
To  examine  a  man  upon  oath  on  mat- 
ters relating  to  his  property  was  by  no 
means  an  innovation-  on  the  law.  He 
eonld  be  so  examined  both  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  and  in  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy ; 
indeed,  no  course  was  more  common.  Be- 
Mdesy  in  this  instance,  it  was  likely  to  lead 
to  beneficial  results,  for  if  a  man  had  pro- 
perty^  and  refused  to  give  an  account  of  it 
to  bis  creditor,  he  would  be  severely  pun. 
ished.  If  he  had  not  property,  and  answer- 
ed the  questions  of  his  creditor  fairly,  he 
would  be  left'  in  enjoyment  of  his  liberty. 
If  he  refused  to  take  the  oath,  he  would 
be  sent'  to  prison,  and,  in  point  of  fact, 
would  be  imprisoned  for  debt,  as  he  was 
at  present.  Imprisonment  for  debt  ought, 
in  certain  cases,  to  be  continued,  not,  how. 
ever,  as  a  satisfaction  to  the  creditor,  but 
as  a  means  of  compelling  the  debtor  to 
sumnder  his  property,  and  to  submit  to 
the  process  of  the  Court.  You  ought  to 
increase  the  facility  of  obtaining  for  the 
creditor  the  property  of  his  debtor;  but, 
when  the  debtor  submitted  himself  to  ex- 
amination, and  gave  up  his  propertv,  and 
was  goilty  of  no  fraud  or  no  gross  negli. 
gence,  which  the  civil  law  very  properly 
considerBd  as  equal  to  fraud,  then,  being 
an  unfortunate,  and  not  a  guilty  roan, 
he  ought  to  be  left  in  the  enjoyment  of 
liberty^ 

Lofd  Lyndhursl  reminded  his  noble 
friend  on  the  Woolsack,  that  he  had  not 

fiven  any  answer  to  the  question  which 
e  had  put  to  him. 

The  Lord  ChanceUor  said,  that  if  a  de- 
fendant was  seixed  after  execution,  and 
taken  before  a  judge,  the  costs  of  this  pro- 
cess would  be  costs  in  the  cause,  and  the 
defendant  must  pay  them  if  he  had  pro- 
perty. If  he  had  not  property,  they  would 
fall  upon  the  plaintiff. 

Lord  Wynfofd  doubted  whether  these 
costs  woald  be  costs  in  the  cause.  He 
gladly  availed  himself  of  that  opportunity 
to  dficlaie,  that  he  concurred  with  his  -noble 
friend  in  thinking  that  imprisonment  for 
debt  ought  only  to  be  used  to  get  at  pro- 
perty, and  to  punish  fraud  in  the  mode  of 
ccfltracting  debts. 

The  Lord  dumcelkr  said,  that  in  all 
cases  wheve. a  creditor  thought  fit  to  seixe 
is  debtor,  «9i  exanioo  bun 'upoa  oath 


before  the  local  judge,  the  creditor  must 
judge  for  himself,  whether  he  would  or 
would  not  incur  the  cost  of  the  process. 

The  Clause  agreed  to. 

On  the  57th  Clause  being  proposed, 
which  enacts  that  there  be  no  writ  of 
error,  or  certiorari,  from  these  Local  Courts, 
'Lord  Wynford  said,  that  he  did  not 
dbject  to  that  part  of  the  clause  which 
said,  that  there  should  be  no  writ  of  error, 
but  to  that  part  of  it  which  went  to  get 
rid  of  the  writ  of  certiorari.  It  might  be 
said,  that  the  Bill  would  be  neutralized  if 
writs  of  certiorari  from  these  Courts  were 
permitted  in  aU  cases.  He  fully  agreed  in 
tliat  proposition.  The  Amendment  which 
he  would  propose  would  prevent  a  defend- 
ant from  takitig  out  a  writ  of  certiorari^ 
excq)t  in  cases  where  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  himself  and  family  to  protect  his  charac- 
ter from  local  prejudices  by  appealing  to 
the  superior  Courts  at  Westminster.  In 
such  cases  he  would  be  called  upon  to  give 
security  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  daim 
in  dispute.  In  cases  of  tort,  &c.,  where 
the  amount  of  damages  was  uncertain,  he 
would  provide,  that  the  defendant  should 
put  in  bail  to  meet  them.  The  noble  'and 
teamed  Lord  then  proposed  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  no  certiorari*'  from  the  clause,' 
and  to  insert,  in  their  stead,  an  Amend-' 
ment,  to  the  effect  which  we  have  stated. 
He  would  now  mention  another  Amend-' 
ment  of  the  same  nature,  which  he  would* 
propose  on  a  future  occasion.  He  would' 
strike  out  the  clause  which  prevented  ac—* 
tions  for  less  than  a  certain  sum  from  being 
brought  in  the  superior  Courts.  He  would 
leave  the  plaintiff  at  liberty  to  bring  his 
action  still  in  the  superior  Courts. 

The  Lord  ChanceUor:  We  have  passed' 
the  clause,  to  which  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  is  alluding,  long  since. 

Lord  Wynford :  Well,  then,  it  was 
passed  without  his  knowledge.  He  was 
not  inclined  to  shut  up  the  old  shop  because 
the  new  one  was  open  ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  would  try  both.  He  should  propose, 
then,  that  when  a  person  brought  his  action' 
in  the  superior  Courts,  it  should  be  tried 
at  the  same  expense  in  the  superior  Courts, 
as  it  was  now  proposed  to  try  it  in  the 
inferior  Courts.  He  proposed,  that  in  ac. 
tions  brought  for  debts  under  50L  the  fees 
to  all  the  officers  in  the  superior  Courts 
should  be  the  same  as  in  the  inferior  Courts 
— that  the  pleadings  should  be  the  same 
in  both  Courts,  and  all  the  other  forms  of 
the  suit.  In  case  he  brought  his  action  for 
60/«  and  zeoovered  lessi  be  would  not  de« 
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priYf  bim  of  all  costs,  but  would  only  give 
htm  the  same  amount  of  costs  which  he 
would  have  recovered  in  the  inferior  Courts, 
unless  the  Judge  certified.  He  was  a  friend 
to  the  equality  of  justice,  hut  unless  this 
Amendment  was  adopted,  there  would  be 
no  equality  of  justice  in  this  Bill. 

The  Ijord  Chancellar  was  strongly  op- 
posed to  some  ot  the  projeeted  Amendments 
of  his  noble  and  learned  friend»  but  in  all 
actions  of  tort,  and  in  the  nature  of  tort, 
he  had  no  objection  that  the  defendant 
should  have  a  certiorari  under  certain  re- 
strictions. That  part  of  the  Bill  bad  now, 
however,  gone  through  the  Committee,  and 
he  himsdf  would,  if  the  noble  Lord  did 
not,  move  an  Amendments  according  to  his 
noUe  friend's  wish,  on  the  bringing  up  of 
the  Report-  In  debt,  however,  no  such 
power  ought  to  be  given,  and  as  to  plain* 
tifiky  they  could  have  no  daim  to  this,  as 
they  bad  the  option,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  bring  their  cases  before  the  superior 
Courts.  There  was  this  very  great  objec- 
tion to  another  part  of  his  noble  friend*s 
AmondmentSr»«namely,  that  of  allowing 
two  modes  of  proceeding,  not  merely  dif- 
ferent, but  diametrically  contrary  to  each 
other,  in  the  same  Courts.  This  would,  if 
not  utterly  impracticable,  be  cdtogether 
disrelished  by  the  profession. 

Lord  W^njard  said,  that  all  he  was 
anxious  for  wa«,  that  the  people  of  this 
oountiy  should  have  the  power,  if  they 
wished  it«  of  having  their  causes  tried  by 
a  central  administration  of  justice. 

The  Lm^  Chancellor,  on  bringing  up 
the  Report,  would  move  an  Amendment 
very  nearly  to  the  same  efieet  with  that 
relative  to  the  certiorari  proposed  by  his 
noUe  and  learned  friend. 

Lord  Wynford's  Amendments  negatived. 

The  House  resumed. 


HOUSE   OP  COMMONS, 
Friday^  June  28,   1833. 

BliNvris.3  Pa|Nnoi4Mwl.  OBtheHottonof  lIr.O^Cos. 
NKUt  Copitiof  Reports  of  the  CoomUMlaneiB  of  Inland 
N»vlgatk»,  and  of  Rcporta  on  the  Harixnir  of  Dublin 
IWMntw!  by  Older  of  the  DlveeCor  QeMnI  of  Inland 
Navisatiom  flNan  ISSO  lo  ISM^-On  the  Motkm  oC  Mr. 
TofHiM,  the  Number  of  Shifs,  and  their  Amount  of 
l\mni^  that  have  entered  the  Port  of  London,  with 
CaiBQai  Aran  Foral|pa  Porta,  In  the  yesa  18S9,  ISSO^ 
1S31.  1839,  and  the  two  Ont  guartonof  1839l  andalw 
an  Aeeount  of  the  Bondii^  Warehouaea  in  the  City  of 
London,  and  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  In  the  Oocupa- 
tioB  of  the  Eaitpind  aCon|MBy»  and  have  bean  approved 
m  Plaoei  of  SpeeUI  Seeuilty.— On  the  MoUon  of  Aldoiw 
man  THOjenoM,  an  Aeeount  of  the  Amount  of  Duty  paid 
Ifar  Advcrtlaemcnti  by  eaoh  Provincial  Newspaper  In  Eng* 

aua»UO»  to  4wM)S»«-«0a  the  Motion  of 


Mr.  YovHflu  m  Aeeaua  of  •! 
Gqgland  that  have  Stopped  Payment,  or  beeomc  takiupt, 
from  1SS4,  to  the  preient  Ume;  the  mme  of  jnivale 
BankiL..4ln  the  Mitten  of  Mr.  Rutuvsm  an  arenaMtef 


Peaca  in  Irataod«  during  the  laat  three  yean. 
Bilk.    Read  a  first  time:— Ou  th^  Motion  of  Kr.  Sp«iir« 
RioB.  ArtlMgy  ffamliaii.    On  tha  Mnaf  «f  Mr.  K. 

Pamnm  ScpiBh^ and Wih Xwjm  nm^ymm^ 
Mr,  CHAEbss  QnAirr,  BaK-i^dia  Compao]^ ' 
Petitions  prcaentod.  By  Mr.  Alderman  Woi^,  tnm 
eomplaintaigor  bvegularttf  at  *•  Ini  CtaMoa*!*  mm 
Phm^— By  Lord  Moi.waiw.  |^n  iM«a^  As  • 
Reform  of  the  Church  of  England  {  fram  T^KteU^  I^ih« 
and  other  Places,  against  the  Rating  of  TcnetncMs  and 
HighwayaBUi  Itom  the  MMn»8piUNia  andlSani^fci 
tuiem  of  A4il(m-undflr^Lyn«^  for  a  CoaamHlBa  of  Jnipiliy. 
—By  Sir  John  Hay,  ftom  Culnmi,  agamirt  the  Cla^n*. 
nan,  and  Kinross  Parishes  Bill. — By  Mr.  FKSftBBim 
SuAvr,  from  CafrMBftvgus,  ngtiHtt  OMnHaMrint  ^^^x^ 
Bonw^h.— By  Mr.  Mami  PniUFik «n4  Mr.  JinafiipnfMi, 
from  SaUbrd,  and  another  Plaoe,  aguDft  the  Apo^heoariea 
Bill — By  Mr.  Ewabt,  fh>m  Liverpool,  Ibr  Admitttaig 
■wl-Indfai  Si^ar,  en  aqnal  leima  nMi  WMt 
•i-By  8ir  HwinT  Pamww*  ton  IhiMaa>  far  • 
sion  of  the  Law  affiBcting  Salman  Fisbcriea  in  SeotlpBd } 
fhnn  the  same  Place,  Ibr  the  Repeal  of  the  Soap  OulSei, 
andagataal  any  AHawrtioa  fca  the  praMBt  Ttoahar  Bnttas; 
ako  assdaat  the  ChuNk  Tsaaaandillas  tbatandl  Bflia  jhmI 
iu  favour  of  the  Factorieir  Relation  Bill ;  abo  for  the 
Better  Observance  of  the  Sabbath..— By  Mr.  Ssaw,  ftom 
DttMiiw  for  thai 


Dublin  StsamoPAokst  CesiPAwr.] 
Mr.  OOmnell  moved  llie  liiird  iBmlim^ 
of  the  DubUn  StewsL^pnokefc  Bill.  He 
flcud,  it  WW  not  very  usual  that  the  third 
rea^ng  of  a  Bill  ^ould  be  pmposed  hy 
any  o£er  than  the  Mcwber  who  had  hoen 
charged  isith  ka  progveosy  hut  he  SMVcd 
the  third  reading  of  this  BiU  heoauae  be 
thought  the  suhjeet  was  one  of  mtidi  iai* 
portanos!,  and  one  which  he  should  huMBlf 
have  introduced  to  the  House  bad  be  not 
been  so  nuoh  oooupied  with  Gonmitlees. 
Active  means  had  been  used  to  procure  an 
unusual  attendance  of  Memberi  at  that 
early  hour,  but  he  hoped  the  Heuae  veeekl 
give  tho  BiU  a  patient  coosidantioB,  and 
decide  upon  it  according  to  its  nerils.  He 
feared  that  something  beyond  private  in- 
terest had  prevailed*  aasl  that  national 
hostility  had  been  enlisted  f^pmst  the  BilL 
Well>  he  thought  he  could  prove  it*  The 
chief  obfection  te  the  Bitt  was,  thet  it 
provided  for  limited  reqwriMUly ;  but 
there  was  an  Irish  statute  vUeh  parariltfd 
that  m  all  eompanieB*  the  eljeet  of  which 
was  not  that  er  retail  Uode.  Tb«t  stamte 
had  been  of  so  much  Mrvke  to  Irfhswt 
that  many  pieelioal  mmd  nyrtlad  that 
it  was  not  anpUndde  te  Enf^aad  abo» 
The  Dublin  Steaae^packet  Gonpwqr  bed 
been  established  upon  that  atatnts^  but, 
wishing  to  have  the  privilege  of  swing  end 
being  sued,  without  being  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  Courts  of  ^uityi  vriuch  aU 
oMn  wished  te  avoids  Ae  Gonpaoj  obtajaed 
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•  Bifl  in  tbat  Hooae  in  18S8;  and  ibey  (  cedent,    because  it 


W|i8   an   exceedingly 

now  wanted  merely  an  addition  of  74>000(.    vidous  one,  as  far  ae  regarded  the  limitation 
i«UMiroapital»  forthepurpoeeof  canyin|(    of   liability.      With    reelect    to    capital. 


the  original  Bill  into  eflect.  Snsely  no 
nan  would  iniiist  that,  bocauee  of  thi% 
theneehauM  bo  any  altccation  in  the  frames 

of  the  Bin  a*  it  atood.  When  tb^ 
BiU  was  brou^t  in,  it  was  met 
with  ft  ipixit  of  rival^  and  hostility  by 
other  Cowpmiea  located  on  the  Thanes 
and  on  the  Clyde,  and  after  some  opposition 
h  waa  deterniiiad  to  except  iheae  two 
litcTB,  by  a  npecialclanse,  fiom  the  operatioa 
of  the  Bill;  but  when  the  Government 
heoamo  ponesnd  of  this  infionaalioo,  it 
very  praperiy  ol^ected  to  tlie  interference 
of  any  private  interests  with  a  matter  of 
fttUie  banafifc,  and  the  dause  eiaepting  the 
€!lyde  and  the  Thnmes  was  struoh  out» 
The  oppositioa  to  the  BiU  was  now  ie« 
newcd.  Tho  Houn  dMNild  know,  that 
faeinethe  eslablishnent  of  this  Conpanyi 
the  river  Shannon,  which  waa  in  many 
piacea  eoipMidad  by  extenaive  lakes,  had 

beat  psnperiy  sounded,  ao  as  to  be 

pvopedy  aavigahle  without  risk ;  and 
tint  this  Company  M  caused  proper  sound- 
ings to  be  made,  and  alieady  produeed 
naeh  imprevenent  in  the  navigation  of 
iho  ii«er;  so  that  floor  which  was  now 
in  liannck,  finind  its  way,  by 
diiQot  to  Liverpool*    It  was  ne- 

Aafc  these  inprovenents  ahould  be 

1,  and  that  qua^s  should  be  erected 

parts  of  the<  liver,  to  enable  the 

to  bring  down  his  produce^  and 

Aa  it  wai^  many  farmers  had 
to  eart  their  produce  more  than  a 
dninnotof  ifteenor  ei^teen  miles,  although 
their  lannoteada  were  within  a  quarter  of  a 
nile  of  the  rivw.  This  was  in  consequence 
of  the  ahoies  being  composed  of  aJiuvinl 
aoil.  Hon.  GentlraBen  should  umlerstand 
that  tho  ofaiect  of  the  Bill,  was  to  render 
this  baautiAil  river  fully  available  to  the 
peaphi  of  Itehind,  and  then  they  would 
it  to  be  thrown  aside  fay  any 


Sir  Mickad  S.  SimmH  had  heaid  with 

far  Dublin,  impiting  natitmal 
jealony  aa  a  caon  of  opposition  to  the  BiU. 
tie  noit  emphalioBlly  darlaimed  any  such 
fitoliafon  his  ourn  part*  Tho  House  cer. 
aainfy  haiB  tho  appearance  of  baring  been 
but  it  WW  not  difficult  to  see  in 
favoor  the  eanvan  was  most  likely  to 
he.  He  eonsiderad  that  the  BiU  of  1828 
limli  ml   a  hcMtghi  fyfmuA  m  d  pi&- 


225,000^  was  the  amount  then  stipulated, 
.with  a  clause  to  the  effea  that  there  should 
bo  no  addition  to  that  amount  But  the 
BiU  before  the  House  in  direct  oontia- 
veation  to  that  clause,  aoked  an  addition  of 
74,000/.  He  opposed  the  BUI  on  this 
account,  and  also  on  the  principle  that  all 
Companies  should  have  a  fair  stage  and  no 
favour.  If  the  BiU  was  intended  as  an 
improvement  of  the  river  Shannon,  why 
was  it  not  confined  to  that  river?  He 
moved  as  an  Amendment,  that  the  BiU  be 
read  that  day  six  months. 

Mr.  Richards:  The  Houn  could  not  be 
sati/iied  with  the  ajvuments  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  against  the  6Ul,  because  they  did 
not  go  to  show  that  the  BiU  would  be 
of  any  injury  to  the  public  The  fact  ww, 
it  would  be  of  public  benefit.  It  was 
stated  in  a  Report  on  the  state  of  the 
river  ^uuinon,  in  1830,  that  theaa  very 
improvements  aUuded  to  by  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Dublia  were  necessary,  so  that 
in  promoting  this  BiU,  hon.  Members  oooM 
not  be  charged  with  promoting  a  new 
or  unnecessary  object.  He  reooUccted  also 
that  the  Report  mentioned  some  of  the  im. 
provements  then  carrying  on  by  the  spirited 
conduct  of  this  very  (x»mpaiiy>  and  the 
BiU  ought  to  be  supported  upon  poUic 
grounds. 

Mr.  Dmis  Odnmor:  Agreeing  most 
sincerely  in  the  obsarvadona  of  the  heo. 
and  learned  member  for  DuUin  as  to  the 
utUity  of  the  measure,  he  should,  give  it  his 
decided  support.  In  1828,  when  this  mea- 
sure was  then  before  the  House,  the  right 
hon.  C.  Grant,  who  was  at  that  time 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  gave 
it  liis  assent ;  and  when  this  Company  last 
year  sought  precisely  the  same  BiU  as  they 
at  present  ditl,  no  apposition  was  ofiered 
to  it,  except,  he  beUeved,  by  two  of  the 
subscribers  to  the  Company,  and  in  con. 
sequence  of  their  opposition,  the  capital 
was  not  fixed  at  300,000/.  as  it  wn  than 
desired.  There  waa  no  person  acquainted 
with  the  river  Shannon,  who  must  not 
be  aware  of  the  extraordinary  improvement 
which  would  be  made  to  the  navigstion  of 
that  nver,  if  this  additional  sum  had  been 
invested  as  it  was  proposed  to  be.  The 
town  of  Roscommon  was  within  four  miles 
of  that  river,  but  the  inhabitants  were 
obliged  to  carry  their  articles  of  traffic 
to  Sligo,  a  distance  of  forty  mUes,  becaun 
they  bd  no  mean»  of  approaching  the  river 
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and  forwarding  their  commodities  by  it 
through  Dublin.  Under  these  circumstances 
he  appealed  to  the  House,  whether  a  Bill 
which  soueht  to  obtain  an  additional  capital 
of  74^00oZ  in  order  to  facilitate  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  river  Shannon  ought  to  be 
rejected?  No  new  principle  was  sought 
to  be  introduced,  for  the  principle  of  a 
limited  responsibility  was  already  recognised 
in  the  existing  act. 

Mr.  Emersofi  Tmnent  said,  by  a  paper 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  it  appeared  that, 
should  the  74,000/.  now  sought  to  be  added 
to  the  capital  of  the  Company,  be  permitted 
by  this  House  to  be  raised,  it  was  to 
be  procured  by  the  sale  of  shares,  in  the 
Company,  wluch  originally  brought  50/. 
each,  but  which  were  now  to  be  offered  at 
38/. ;  so  that,  so  far  from  there  being  any 
advantage  realized,   the  property  already 
embarked  in  the  Company,  was   shown 
to  have  suffered  a  deterioration  of  twenty- 
four  per  cent.  The  hon.  and  learned  member 
for  Dublin  had  endeavoured  to  show,  that 
the  opposition  to  this  Bill  originated  in 
a  national  jealousy  of  Irish  prosperity,  and 
was  carried  on  by  a  Scotch  party  in  that 
House,  who  acted  solely  from  prgudiced 
motives ;  now  he  (Mr.  E.  Tennent)  hoped 
that  his  opposition,  at  least,  as  an  Irish 
Member,  could  not  be  attributable  to  such 
an  unworthy  impulse.     He  had  been  in- 
structed by  his  constituents,  the  merchants 
of  Belfjut,  to  look  closely  after  the  progress 
of  this  Bill,  because  they   considered  it 
to  seek  for  powers  which  were  subversive 
of  the  principles  of  free  trade  and  honour, 
able   competition,    and    exemptions   from 
liability  which  were  incompatible  with  the 
security  which  the  public  had  a  right  to 
possess  with  a  great  commercial  body  such 
as  the  present  Company.     It  was  originally 
proposed,  as  it  was  now,   to  increase  the 
capital  of  the  Company  70,000/.  beyond 
the  present  amount  of  225,000/.,  and  after 
the  most  deliberate  consideration,  it  was 
i^efused,  under  circumstances  which  did  not 
appear    in  the  present   Bill.     The  same 
parties  who  then  applied  for  an  increase  of 
70,000/.,  now  apply  for  a  similar  increase 
of  74,000/. ;   they  then  offered  to  insert 
in  their  Bill  a  clause  suggested  by  Lord 
Shaftesbury,  in  accordance  with  the  orders 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  to  the  effect,  ''that 
not  one  fraction  of  this  sum  should  be 
applied  to  any  use  till  the  value  was  bond 
Jide  subscribed  and  funded  in  the  Bank  of 
Ireland."     Notwithstanding  their  proffered 
compliance  with  this  salutary  restrictive 
dau8e«  the  House  of  Commons^  in  1828| 


after  due  consideration,  refiosed  the  prapowd 
increase.    And  yet  the  same  indcfidnals 
now  applied,  on  the  same  grounds,  for  even 
an  increased  amount,  and  he  ocmldnot  find 
the  slightest  mention  of  this  restrictive  fm* 
vifion  m  the  entire  BilL    But  not  only  was 
this  additional  sum  of  lAflM.  wa^  fer 
for  the  purpoflesof  fair  trading  by  tiie  CSodl. 
pany,  but  he  found  another  dittiaeiii  the  Bill, 
by  which  the  Company  were  eiapowewd 
to  accumulate  an  additional  50,000/.,  by 
sums  reserved  at  the  discretion  of  the  direc- 
tors out  of  the  profits  previous  to    the 
dividends.     This  sum  was  professedly  for 
the    purpose    of    meeting    coatingonoea, 
What  was  the  object  of  dus  enormous  ccm* 
tingency  fund  \     It  was  plainly  this,  that 
if  any  minor  speculator  or  shipowner  pre- 
sumed to  place  a  vessel  on  a  line  already 
occupied  by  the  Dublin  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  this  fund  was  to  be  available  for 
his  destruction.    This  was  the  extraordin- 
ary contingency  against  which  the  company 
proposed  to  fund  this  ample  provision.     It 
was  in  reality  a  fund  for  crushing  ffladne 
enterprise,  and  deterring  other  meidiaiits 
from  honourable  ocmipetition.     The  hon. 
and  learned  member  for  Dublin,  and  his 
(Mr.  £.  Tennent's)  hon.  friend  the  member 
for  Roscommon  (Mr.  O'Connor)  had  both 
put  forward  in  forcible  tenns  the  advm- 
tages  of  this  Bill,  as  tending  to  promote  ^e 
improvement  of  Ireland  generally,  and  of 
the  Shannon  in  particular.     He  wse  as 
anxious  as  any  man  in  the  House  for  the 
promotion  of  this  desLrable  object ;  but  he 
did  not  wish  to  see  it  done  in  this  indiiect 
way.    He  did  not  like  to  see  a  measuefbr 
the  improvement  of  Ireland  hampered  with 
the  objectionable  matter  with  which  it  was 
associated  in  this  Bill.    If  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  below  him  chose  to  bring 
in  a  specific  Bill  for  this  important  object, 
he  would  give  it  his  warmest  support,  but 
he  thought  it  unworthy  of  such  an'  olject 
to  introduce  to  the  House  a  Bill  pregnant 
with  the.  mischief   to  other    oomowidal 
parties,  suppressive  of  a  firee  trade  in  shipi^ 
ping,  and  seeking  for  a  pemidkms  exemp* 
tion  from  liabilities   to  which  all   odier 
traders  were  subject;   and  then  to  hope 
to  secure  the  sympathy  of  the  House  hf 
professing  that  all  this  was  sfanply  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Shannon.    For  a  pur- 
pose  so  intimately  connected  with  the  in- 
terests of  Ireland  he  would  be  willing  to 
vote  not  only  74,000/.  but  any  sum  that 
might  be  requLsite— but  to  the   present 
measure  from  .the  motives  he  had  detailed, 
he  was  compelled,  by  bis  du^  to  Uf  coiu 
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BtitoeBts,  and  his  r^^ard  for  the  interests 
of  Belfiut,  to  oEer  his  most  decided  oppo- 
sition. 

Colonel   Comdbj    said,    he    thought  it 
n^erextnmdinaiy  thathon.  Memhers  who, 
day  after  day,  were  in  the  habit  of  com- 
plaioing  of  die  influx  of  Irish  paupers  into 
Jbng^df  should,  on  the  present  occasion, 
object  to  die  Bill,  which,  by  employing  the 
people  of  Ireland,  must  naturally  tend  to 
ralieTO  England  to  a  great  extent  from  the 
evil  oomi^ained  of.    If  hon.  Members  would 
bat  consult  the  interests  of  the  whole  em- 
pire, they  would  see  that  the'la3dng  out 
74,000/.   in  improving  the  navigation  of 
the  Shannon  was  a  subject  deserving  of 
tbeir  most  serious  attention.      He  Uved 
between  the  two  great  canals,  and  could 
state  that  they  did  little  more  at  present 
than  pay  the  expense  attendant  upon  their 
management,  whereas,  if  the  inland  navi- 
gation were  improved,  the  effect  would  not 
be  oonfined  to  the  more  easy  transmission 
of  agricnltural  produce  in  Uie  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  canals,  but  would 
have  the  effect  of  stimulating  the  agricul- 
ture in  the  more  remote  parts  of  Ireland. 
He  believed  that  many  of  the  complaints 
i^ainst  the  Crrand  Jury  system  in  Ireland 
arose  from  the  expense  incurred  in  order  to 
filciHtate  the  transmission  of  the  produce 
for  export.    The  Bill  before  the  House 
would  relieve  Grand  Juries  to  a  certain 
extent  from  the  necessity  of  imposing  local 
burthens;  and  as  it  would  facilitate  the 
exportation  of  the  produce  of  the  country, 
give  employment  to  the  people,  and  thereby 
relieve  England,  the  Bui  should  have  his 
most  cordial  support* 

Sir  Hussey  Vman  did  not  know,  until 
he  came  into  the  House,  that  such  a  Bill 
was  before  it,  and  because  he  thought  it 
woold  be  most  useful  in  relieving  Ireland 
that  he  should  vote  for  the  third  reading 
of  the  BilL  Hon.  Members  ought  to  bear 
in  mind  that  Ireland  was  peculiarly  cir- 
cumstanoed,  and  that  general  principles 
could  not  be  always  with  justice  or  pru- 
dence applied  to  that  country.  He  knew 
of  what  vast  importance,  it  was,  that  the 
navigation  of  the  Shannon  should  be  im- 
proved, and  therefore  he  riiould  give  the 
Bill  his  most  cordial  support. 

Mr.  William  Roche  said,  I  trust  that  the 
explanation  and  proposition  just  now  offered 
by  my  hon.  and  learned  friend,  the  member 
for  Dublin,  will  prove  satisfactory,  will 
oODcfliate  any  further  opposition,  and  per- 
mit the  Bill  to  be  brought  up  on  Monday 
ta  a  Atipo  which  now  appears  calculated 


to  remove  those  objections  and  apprehen. 
sions  previously  entertained— Sir,  as  to  the 
accumulation  of  the  fund  complained  of, 
amounting  to  about  30,000^  I  consider  such 
a  provision  against  those  casualties,  which 
human  transactions  are  liable  to,  a  wise  and 
judicious  protection,  and  one  deserving  of 
imitation  by  all  companies,  instead  of  per* 
mitting  the  whole  of  their  income  and 
profits  to  be  squandered  in  large  and  pv^ 
mature  dividends,  leaving  no  surplus  or 
protecting  fund  to  meet  a  moment  oif  emer* 
gency  or  period  of  disadvantage  and  dinp- 
pointment     Sir,  connected  as  I  am  with 
Limerick^  the  principal  city  on  the  line  of 
the  Shannon,  I  have  reason  to  know,  that 
the  capital  already    subscribed  has  been 
most  usefully    expended    as  regards  the 
public  interests,  anid,  I  believe,  with  equal 
judgment  as  regards  those  of  the  Company 
Itself,  for  the  prudence  and  foresight  raani» 
fested  in  the  appointment  of  the  reserve  or 
protective  fund,  to  which  I  have  referred, 
are,  in  themselves;,  a  pleasing  guaianteei 
that  permanent  good  results,  and  not  mere 
jwesent  eclat,  wUl  be  the  governing  prin* 
cipleof  the  Company's  conduct.  Under  these 
impressions  and  expectations,  I  am  Sur,  of 
opinion,  that  the  Company  has  entitled 
itself  to  the  very  moderate  augmentation 
they  apply  for  75,000^  so  as  to  raise  their 
capital  to300,000/.thesum,  in  fact,  originally 
contemplated,  but  which  augmentation  the 
increasing  sphere  of  their  operations  now 
more  imperatively  demands.     Sir,  that  an 
improvement  of  the  line  of  the  Shannon  is 
a  most  interesting  and  importsnt,  -as  weU 
as  national  undertaking,  penetrating  as  it 
does,  the  centre  of  Irelsoid,  and  resembling 
in  its  relative  position  and  advantages  (if 
I  may  compare  small  things  to  great)  the 
majestic  stream  of  the  Mississipi  in  North 
America,  cannot  be  doubted,    and    most 
moderate  indeed  is  the  increase  ad^ed  for 
to  carry  .that    improvement    into    more 
efiectual  execution.    In  order  to  demon* 
strate  how  greatly  and  how  grievously  this 
noble  river  stands  in  need  of  improvement, 
I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  reading  a  passage 
from  the  evidence  given  before  the  Com* 
mittee  by  that  most  resectable  and  tntelli* 
gent  gentleman,  C.  L.  Burgoyne.     He  was 
asked-—*'  Now  what  was  found  to  be  the 
state  of  the  Shannon  in  respect  of  the  £»• 
cility  of  communication  along  it";  to  whieh 
he  replied — "  It  was  found  to  be  in  a  most 
deserted  and  di^pnoeful  state^I  must  say 
generally,  a  diagraoeful  state."  "  Again,  do 
you  know  anything  of  the  operations  of  this 
Steam  Navigation  Company  oi^  that  ri^ 
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yoa  kave  staled  something  about  iliem  in 
your  Report?  It  has  produced  (said  Cokmel 
Burgoyne)  a  trade  which  never  existed 
#before»  and,  that  cannot  exist  without 
steam."  Sir,  the  immense  capabilities  of 
Ireland  are  conceded  on  all  hands ;  and  it 
k  most  gratifying  to  perceive  the  disposi-i 
tion  evinoed  durins  this  debate  to  render 
ibese  great  capabilities  available.  I^  there, 
fere,  trust  that  no  mere  technicality  »or  no 
jealousy  of  rival  companies  will  retard  so 
beneficial  a  purpose.  To  any  unfair  advan- 
tage-—to  anything  savouring  of  monopoly 
no  one  can  be  mure  inimical  than  I  am, 
but  it  must  be  recollected  that  capital  does 
not  abound  in  Ireland  as  in  this  country, 
that  improvements  on  a  large  seale  arc 
novel,  and,  therefore,  undertaken  with 
a  timid  hand,  consequently,  that  some 
kuroev  share  of  encouragement  and  fadUly 
is  rae  and  advisable  as  regards  co-operative 
ezsitioBB  lor  the  improvement  of  IrcJand. 
I  hope,  theiefoie.  Sir,  that  the  Bill  will  be 
brui]4|hl  up  on  Monday,  divested  of  any 
fidr  ob|ectiim,  and  that  it  will  be  permitted 
to  pcoeeed  to  its  oompletion,  with  a  view 
to  aocckiate  that  great  desideratum—*'  the 
employment  of  the  people,"  which  in  every 
country  is  the  basb  of  national  tranquilli^ 
aiNl  hopptneB,  but  in  no  country,  more 
necessary  and  desirable  than  in  Ireland, 
where  such  a  disparity  unfortunately  exists 
between  the  amount  of  population  and  the 
present  state  of  its  employment. 

Mr.  Boberi  fFnJ^ace  said,  that  he  found 
amonc  the  Menibers  of  this  intended  com- 

He  must  oonlcasy  that  was  the  iirst  time  he 
had  known  the  dignitaries  of  the  law  de- 
scend In  the  ofaaraoter  of  traders. 

Sir  Midiael  S.  Stewart  moved  the  ad- 
looroment  of  the  debate  till  Monday. 

Mr.  aConneU  said,  that  the  Bill  as  it 
stood  increased  the  reserved  sum  from 
aO^OOO/L  to  50»00QL  Now,  he  would  un- 
dertake on  Monday,  to  bring  up  a  clause 
knving  the  reserved  sum  at  30,000/.  With 
raqwet  to  the  l^flOOL,  he  should  also  bo 
pnpured  with  a  clause  limiting  its  outlay 
Us  ika  improvement  of  the  Shannon.  There 
were  elausea  orioinaUy  in  Ae  Bill,  laying 
en  toUa  and  r^^iuating  valuation  juries,  but 
these  had  been  withdrawn.  He  had  ob- 
tained leave  irom  the  House  to  bring  in  a 
genersl  bill,  whidi  he  would  present  on 
Monday,  regulating  the  tolls,  &c  upon  the 
riveiB  and  estuaries  in  Ireland.  To  this 
hill  the  Vice^resident  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  did  not  object.  If  the  general  Act 
fhenNL  not  pas%  then  the  oompany  must 


make  the  best  contracts  they  eoiiUI,  bsit  ao 
man  would  be  compelled  to  seH.  With 
respect  to  the  74,000/.,  he  rqieated  it  ibeald 
be  entirely  laid  out  upon  ^  Gannon,  in 
improving  the  navigation,  in  bottEKnff  qtmys, 
dodcs,  and  waiehouses,  and  imj^nmmg  ike 
roads  leading  to  the  Shannon. 

Mr.  Poiier  said,  that  when  an  hint.  Mem- 
ber spoke  of  the  eoopany  beii^  eompeaed 
of  judges,  lavryers,  and  la^m^  heenntted  to 
states  Uiat  the  principal  meiehanlsof  DofaNn 
and  Manchester,  who  were  ooneemed  in 
trade  between  Ireland  and  Bnf^and,  were 
shareholders  in  this  company.  He  felt  con- 
siderable surprise,  that  ol^eetions  shook!  be 
raised  to  the  investment  of  a^tal  in  Ire- 
land, where  it  was  so  mudi  wanted.  He 
well  remembered  the  establishnient  ef  the 
Company,  and  was  sure  thegreatmt  aivuu 
tages  had  arisen  to  both  countries  fmn  it. 
This  Company  was  established  by  Mr*  WH* 
liamsy  and  it  was  considered  a  most  hasaid- 
ous  nndeHaking.  Before  the  ctahlishment 
of  thiaCompany,  wbidi  was  the  first  be- 
tween Dublui  snd  Liverpool,  the  greatest 
ineott  venience  anno  to  tibe  tmde.  Fat  cattle 
could  not  be  shipped  with  safety,  and  it  was 
no  uncommon  circumstance  that  goods 
shipped  at  Dubtin  did  not  arrive  at  Over- 
pool  for  six  weeks,  and  in  some  hurtnnces 
for  two  montha.  He  (Mr.  Potter)  bed 
frequently  bonght  linens  in  the  lincn-liall 
of  Dublin  on  a  Friday,  and  by  means  ef 
this  Company,  received  them  in  Manchester 
on  the  Monday  foUawing.  By  means  of 
sleampnavigation^  the  drapers  in  the  interior 
of  Irahind  new  frequented  the  mnrkets  of 
Manchester  and  Yorkshire,  which  opened  a 
new  trade  to  the  advantage  of  both  paitiea. 

The  debate  was  adjonined  to  Mondi^. 

JoimwS'rocK  Banks.]  Sir  Heuty 
Parmeil  presented  a  petition  from  the  Je»t- 
Stock  Banking  Company,  eatahlishrd  at 
Manchester.  The  petitioners  stated,  that 
if  Lord  Althorp's  plan  was  passed  into  a 
law,  their  interest  would  be  aibeled  with, 
out  inquiry,  although  it  eoold  not  bo  prcu 
tended  that  they  fcd  msseendnwted  <bem* 
sdvca  in  the  slightnt  degree.  He  wea  ef 
opinion,  that  the  expeiiment  made  by  Lord 
Livwpeol>  in  IS%6  hnd  aoeeeeded^  and  that 
if  they  wanted  a  saeura  qratam  of  eminlrj 
bankina,  they  had  only  to  let  alone  ^t 
whii^  had  arisen  in  eonasfttcnoeef  the  laws 
then  passed,  under  the  sanction  ef  which 
these  petitioners  had  embarked  a  large  ca- 
pital. The  petitienera  also  i.  iMnismd  ^eir 
anxiety  and  ahurm  at  the  eneals  wbieh 
wouIA  result  fimn  making  BmdK  ef  Sngkai 
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■olet  a  kgid  tfloder ;  mnI  they  slao  sUted 
k  m  ikmr  ofitiiion^  Ihat  Uie  monopoly  of  the 
Baak  of  EnglMd  had  been  tho  cause 
•f  all  the  gieat  fluoluatians  that  had  taken 
plaoe  of  lato  yean  m  the  eiineiMy,  as  well 
«9  tlia  leal  cauie  of  the  fittltire  in  the  ooun- 
try  bankfr  NoHrthiawatavtrongaMeiticin 
agehiak  the  Bank  of  Enghind;  hit  he  did 
not  hentale  to  aay,  thai  if  the  CoBamitfeee  of 
hmtStwn  had  nt  a  sufficiently  longperiod 
to  have  aUewed  evideooe  to  be  adduced,  to 
show  the  effect  at  the  monopoly,  and  the 
eoaduet  of  the  Bank  of  England*  or,  if  that 
Committee  had  been  renewed  this  Session, 
Ihoto  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  have  been 
hrou^t  forwardj  which  would  have  gone 
far  to  ealaUish  the  truth  of  the  aasertien  of 
the  petitioners ;  for  he  did  believe,  that  no 
gfoal  QiHiTuUon  of  trader  or  fluctuation  of 
tlw  cuvreoey,  had  tiken  place  in  the  oouiw 
of  the  last  forty  years»  in  whieh  the  conduct 
ef  the  Bank  ef  Enc^and  had  not  bean  a 
awin  ingiedient  The  petitionen  stated, 
that  the  only  means  by  whieh,  in  their 
ofsnion,  a  reeurvence^to  those  national  evik 
could  be  avoided,  was  gradually  to  introduce 
a  fireeeyatem  of  bunking*  They  also  stated, 
that*  besides  maUog  the  country  banks 
subsorvient  to  the  Bank  of  England,  the 
effini  of  making  Bank  of  Eng^md  peapet 
a  kpd  tender  would  be,  to  prevent  the  re. 
msanmg  banks  from  aooommodating  the  in. 
duatrieua  claan%  as  they  had  hitherto  done, 
and  that  the  power  of  accommodataon  would 
be  confided  entirely  to  tiie  Bank  of  England 
and  its  hnnches.  The  petitionee*  at  the 
sane  tame^eapnmsed  their  readiness,  if  Par» 
liament  Aenld  see  fi|»  to  call  for  them  to 
piiUish  their  acoonnts,  and  pay  up  a  lai^ 
portian  of  their  capital,  and  do  anythmg 
eiae  vUch  might  render  the  system  under 
whioh  they  were  established  still  more 
effsBiivei  He  believed  the  allegations  in 
the  petitian  were  well  founded,  and  deserved 
the  sedoua  oonsideiation  of  the  Hooac 
The  petition  having  been  read. 
Lead  Aiikarp  said,  he  would  only  then 
it  ate,  in  answer  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man'a  enasplaint,  that  the  Committee  of  last 
SesMi  had  sat  during  the  whole  of  the 
ScaMi  9  that  hia  right  hon.  friend  was  a 
nomher  of  it,  and  had  an  ample  opportunity 
than  oC  adverting  and  direstittg  evidence  to 
the  fiMts  now  alleged  in  this  petitioa.  If, 
immm  the  pecseat  Sefldon*  this  House  had 
thought  pioper*  that  Coosmittee  might  have 
laoqppointed ;  but  he  did  not  think 
was  any  occasion  for  it,  and  no  pra- 
te that  dBfeot  had  been  made  by 
HIP  hoo.  MaBih<y>    Beridai^  aome  of  the 


Directors  of  that  very  Bank,  had  been 
summoned  as  witnesses,  aad  given  in  their 
evidence.  When  the  discussion  came  on, 
he  should  state  fully  the  ground  ^hich  led 
him  to  propose  the  measure  to  which  the 
petition  referred. 

NnwuPArana  —  Tnn  Poar-OFPion.] 
Sir  Hoify  PlameU  then  said,  he  had  a  pm 
tition  of  considerable  importance  to  present, 
on  which  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words.  It 
was  the  petition  of  the  News-venders, 
Agents,  and  Dealers  in  Newspapers,  resi. 
dent  in  London  and  its  vicinity.  It  was 
signed  by  upwards  of  200  of  that  respectable 
class.  The?  complained  very  mueh  of  the 
Ptaat-offiee  Clerks,  Ckrks  of  the  Road,  and 
Post*mastess,  intttfering  with  their  trade. 
They  aaid,  that  thoae  (£rkseaemsed  their 
official  influence  gready  to  their  injury,  by 
becoming  traders  in  nawapapera.  They 
poasessed  this  influence,  unlike  the  oAoeie 
of  any  other  department  under  Government, 
and  contrary  to  every  aound  principle  of 
trade^  for  every  body  must  perceive  that 
the  filling  of  an  official  rituation  must  give 
that  particular  class  of  officers  a  great  su-. 
periority  in  canning  on  the  trade  over  others 
who  were  not  connected  with  the  Post. 
office.  They  further  oompkinedv  that  by 
the  privih^^  allowed  to  clerks  of  the  Post- 
office,  foreign  newspapers  were  charged 
double  their  prime  cost  abroad,  and  that  this 
increased  pnoe  went  into  the  pockets  of 
those  officers,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
public  revenue.  They  partieularly  eom- 
plainedy  that  thia  practice  was  allowed  in 
the  foreign  Post-office,  in  leqiect  to  English 
newspapers  going  abroad,  and  that  the  ciiw 
eolation,  tlioefore,  of  English  newspapers, 
was  very  much  curtailed  beyond  what  it 
would  otherwise  amount  to,  in  consequence 
of  which,  the  petitioners  suflerod  very  eon* 
siderahly.  They  expressed  great  regnit  at 
finding  that  the  orors  on  the  part  of  the 
French  Post-office,  to  do  away  with  the 
impediments  affecting  the  tmnaaussMn  and 
drculatian  of  newspapers  between  the  two 
countries^  had  not  met  vrith  that  readiness 
on  the  part  o£  our  Govermnant  which  Ikcy 
had  expected,  and  which  was  naost  derirable. 
There  would  be  great  advantage,he  believed^ 
derived  firom  putting  an  end  entirriy  to 
thoae  reatrictiona  on  newapapera,  not  only 
extending  infonaation  oenerally,  bat  alao 
increaring  the  revenue  of  the  country.  He 
himself  had  had  an  opportunity  of  consult* 
ing  the  Poatmaater  in  France,  and  he  waa 
ready  to  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the 
aUcgataan  in  thepetitNu;  thathdivMual 
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having  stated  to  him,  that  the  French  were 
quite  ready  to  oo-operate  with  the  Govern, 
ment  of  this  country,  in  avoiding  all  diffi- 
culty at  present  in  the  way  of  carrying  on 
oorrespondenee  hy  means  of  newspapers, 
between  the  two  countries.  The  petitioners 
also  complained,  that  the  Clerks  of  the 
Foatuiffiee,  in  addition  to  other  advantages 
which  they  possessed,  were  allowed  to  put 
newspapers  addressed  to  their  agents  or 
customers,  into  the  mail-begs,  up  to  the 
moment  of  their  delivery  to  the  mail,  while 
the  petitioners  weie  obliged,  upon  each 
paper  posted  after  six  o'clock,  to  pay  the 
chai^  of  one  halfpenny,  anid  were  also 
subject  to  total  exclusion  after  hdf  past 
seven  o'clock.  The  petitioners  submitted 
they  were  entitled  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  firom  contributing  extensively 
to  the  revenue  of  the  country.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  condusiony  dedaredhis 
intention  to  move  for  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  circumstances,  provided  some  other 
hon.  Member  did  not  t^e  up  the  subject- 
The  petition  having  been  read  at  length. 
Sir  Francis  Burddt  concurred  with  his 
right  hon.  friend  who  had  presented  the 
Petition,  that  it  was  most  desirable  to  give 
every  facility  to  communications  of  the 
nature  to  which  he  had  adverted ;  but  he 
did  not  see  any  necessity  for  moving  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  quite  sufficient  to  have 
drawn  the  attention  of  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters to  the  subject,  who  had  the  means  of 
doing  all  that  was  wished  to  remedy  the 
evil.  It  was  desirable,  in  every  point  of 
view,  that  every  facility  should  be  given 
upon  the  communication. 

Lord  Alihorp  said,  that  as  his  right  hon. 
friend,  in  presenting  the  petition,  had 
referred  to  negotiations  that  had  been  con- 
cluded with  France  and  the  Government 
of  this  country,  it  might  be  r^ht  for  him 
to  say  a  few  words  on  that  subject.  In 
those  n^otiations  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
had  not  been  aide  to  comply  with  all  the 
propositums  of  the  French  government. 
He  was  not  competent  to  enter  into 
many  of  the  oErcumstanoes  connected  with 
the  negotiBtion,  but  it  was  thought  impos- 
sifale  to  agree  to  all  the  propositions.  With 
respect  to  the  particular  point  involved  in 
the  petition  as  to  newspapers,  he  a^;reed 
with  his  hon.  friend,  that  that  species  of 
oommunication  should  be  as  free  as  possible, 
and  that  if  restrictions  existed,  they  should 
be  removed.  The  plan,  however,  upon 
whieh  this  department  of  the  Post-office 
WM  oondocted^  epaUed  the  Government  to 


carry  on  the*  business  at  a  consideraldj  le» 
expense  than -it  would  otherwise  be  olil%ed 
to  be  at  If  the  fees  of  the  deiks  with 
respect  to  newspapers  was  abcdidied,  it 
would  be  necessary  for  the  Gfovemment  to 
increase  the  salaries  of  the  persons  employ- 
ed in  the  Newspaper  Office.  The  question, 
in  his  opinion,  must  be  looked  upon  as  a 
balanced  question,  and  not  quite  so  dear  in 
favour  of  the  petitioners  as  his  right  hon. 
friend  described.  He  agreed  that  every- 
thing ought  to  be  done  to  fiicilitate  the 
communication  between  France  and  this 
country,  but  the  difficulty  was  on  which 
side  the  postage  should  be  paid.  His  Ma^ 
jesty's  Ministers  had  every  wish  to  do  this 
as  far  as  they  could  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  the  revenue. 

•  Mr.  Buckingham  said,  thatnoddngoould 
be  more  improper  than  that  offidai  aien 
should  engage  in  trade.  It  was'  parti- 
cularly improper  in  the  Post-office,  where 
it  was  important  that  the  vigilance  of  the 
derk  should  be  devoted  to  his  4nties  up 
to  the  last  moment  The  practiee  of  the 
Po8t>Qffice  with  respect  to  newspapers  sent 
to  or  from  the  Continent,  absolutely  threw 
impediments  in  the  way  of  their  drcula. 
tion.  In  the  internal  communicatioiiB  of 
England,  liowever,  the  matter  wns  worse. 
At  the  present  moment  the  most  interne 
interest  was  fdt  in  the  country  on  the  pro- 
ceedings  of  that  House,  and  the  oooae. 
quence  was,  that  the  greatest  rivalry  existed 
between  the  Newspaper  proprietors  to  keep 
their  presses  open  till  the  last  moment,  and 
thus  convey  the  latest  intelligence  to  their 
customers.  The  proper  dealers  ^ribo  under- 
took to  transmit  the  newspiq>ers  into  the 
country  were  the  news-venders,  and  it 
was  literally  true,  as  stated  by  the  sight 
hon.  Baronet  opposite,  that  they  furnished 
all  the  capital  by  which  it  was  done. 
Contrary  to  this  pracrice,in  most  btmneases 
a  great  sum  of  ready  money  passed  on  both 
sides.  The  stamp  was  the  chief  expenae  of 
a  paper,  and  the  general  run  of  estaWish 
ments  tried  to  go  to  the  Stamp-office  with' 
the  money  in  their  bonds,  whilst  a  very 
short  credit,indeed,  was  given*  to  the  lar£er 
establishments.  The  news^vendera  in  uom 
town  came  with  ready  money  to  the  Mews, 
paper  Office,  or  at  furdiest  paid  their  hills 
every .  Sattti^y.  The  amount  ef  money 
which  they  paid  in  this  way  was,  perhaps^ 
about  100,000/.  per  week.  The  news* 
venders  were  obliged  to  give  their  oustomen 
many  months  cr^it.  The  derka  of  the 
Post-office,  on  the  odier  hand,  had  numerous 
advantages  over  the  n^wnwiii     Xli^ 
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were  not  obtiged  to  be  furnished  with  a 
large  capital*  and  had  it  in  their  power  to 
receive  papers  at  a  later  hour  than  the 
neyfuaen,  who  were  obliged  to  pay  a  fee  of 
ld»  for  every  paper  after  a  certain  hour, 
which  went,  in  case  of  papers  forwarded  by 
the  .clerks  of  the  Post-office,  into  their 
pockets.  There  was  another  evil  of  which, 
perhaps,  the  noble  Lord  was  not  aware. 
There  were  certain  literary  publications, 
which,  containing  no  politics,  were  not 
obliged  to  have  a  stamp;  but  if  a  stamp 
was  put  upon  them,  they  went  post-free. 
A  newsman  sending  a  literary  publication 
into  the  country,  had  to  buy  it  stamped. 
Now,  he  was  informed  by  Mr.  Johnson,  who 
suppUed  the  whole  of  Ireland  with  news, 
papers,  that  numbers  of  The  Literary 
Gazette  were  passed  through  the  Post-i^ce 
unstamped.  Of  course  this  must  occasion 
a  great  loss  to  the  revenue.  Another 
advantage  that  the  clerks  of  the  Post^ffice 
had. over  the  newsmen,  was  in  their  being 
able  to  write  to  the  postmasters  in  the  coun. 
trj^  who  were  their  agents,  free  of  expense, 
and  the  post-masters  to  answer  them  in  like 
manner,  free  of  expense.  This  enabled 
them  to  supply  papers  in  the  country  at 
half  the  commission  other  people  were 
obliged  to  charge.  He  thought,  ther^ore, 
that  the  sooner  the  fee  system  was  abolished 
in  the  Post-office  the  better. 

Lord  Althorp  said,  he  believed  the  ban. 
Gentleman  was  mistaken  in  saying  that  the 
fee  paid  on  newspapers,  at  the  last  half 
hour  of  admismon,  was  saved  to  the  clerks 
of  the  Post-office. 

Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

Chvbch  Ratbb.]  Mr.  Howes  said, 
that  the  noble  Lord,  (Lord  Althorp)  was, 
no  doubt,  aware  that,  in  several  of  the 
large  towns,  at  public  meetings,  resolutions 
had .  been  carried  against  the  payment  of 
Church-mtes-  That  was  the  case  in  one 
part  of  the  borough  which  he  represented. 
With  a  view  to  allay  any  angry  feeling 
which  might  arise  on  that  su^ect  in  the 
interval  that  would  elapse  between  the  end 
of  the  present  and  the  commencement  of 
the  next  Session  of  Parliament,  he  wished 
to  ask  the  noble  Lord,  whether,  in  the  Bill 
to  be  introduoed  for  the  Reform  of  the  £ng«- 
Hsh  Established  Church,  the  same  relief 
would  be  given  to  the  Protestant  Dissenters 
in  this  country,  as  was  given  to  the  Catho- 
lies  in  Ireland  with  regard  to  Church* 
cess? 

Lord  AUhorp  could  only  state,  in  reply 
to  the  questicm,  that  the  subject  had  been 


under  the  consideration  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers,  and  it  certainly  appeared  to  them 
that  it  would  be  most  desirable  that  some 
arrangement  should  be  made  with  regard 
to  the  payment  of  Church-rates.  Lookmff, 
however^  to  the  comparatively  small  funds 
arising  out  of  that  cess  in  the  handsof  the 
Church  of  England,  the  question  in  this 
country  was  one  of  much  more  difficult  ar- 
rangement than  it  had  been  in  Ireland. 

Bank  of  England  Chabtbb.3  The 
House  went  into  Committee  on  the  Bank 
Charter  Acts. 

The  Chairman  having  put  the  first  Re- 
solution, "  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee,  that  it  was  expedient  to  continue 
to  the  Bank  of  En^nd  for  a  limited  period 
the  enjojrment  of  certain  privileges  now 
vested  by  law  in  that  Corporation,  subject 
to  provisions  hereafter  to  be  made," 

Colonel  Torrens  said,  he  would  not 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  with  any 
preliminary  observations.  He  would  pro. 
oeed  at  once  to  state  the  object  of  his  Mo- 
tion, and  to  explain  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  ventured  to  hope  that  the  House 
might  be  induced  to  sanction  the  propo- 
sition which  a  sense  of  the  vast  interest 
at  issue  impelled  him  to  submit  to  its 
consideration.  In  moving,  that  the  oonsi- 
deradon  of  this  question  be  postponed 
until  the  next  Sosum,  his  object  was 
delay  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  sufficient 
time  for  the  mature  and  deliberate  consi- 
deration of  this  most  important  question. 
He  ventured  to  demand  this  delay  upon 
grounds  established  by  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  last  year  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  renewing  the 
Charter  of  the  Bank  of  En^nd.  That 
Report  stated,  in  the  most  distinct  and  un- 
ambiguous manner,  that  further  inquiry 
and  more  ample  information  were  necessary, 
before  Parliament  proceeded  to  the  discus- 
sion of  this  most  important  question.  The 
Report  contained  this  remarkable  sentence 
—"The  period  of  the  Session  at  which  the 
Committee  oommenoed  their  labours,  the 
importance  and  extent  of  the  subject,  and 
the  approaching  close  of  the  Session,  w91 
sufficiently  account  to  the  House  for  the 
limited  progress  of  the  inquiry,  and  for  the 
incompleteness  of  the  materials  which  have 
been  collected  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
an  opinion."  Now,  the  noUe  Lord  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  was  Chur- 
roan  of  the  Bank  Committee,  and  as 
such,  if  be  was  not  the  father,  be  was,  at 
least  the  sponsor  of  the  Report,  the  hn. 
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giMge  of  which  was  the  Uinguage  of  the 
hoUb  Lord;  and  Ihevefbre  he  could  not 
but  nntioipate  the  support  of  the  noble 
Lofd  on  the  Motion  with  whidi  he  should 
conclude.    The  noble  Lofd,  in  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  whioh  he  Was  Chair- 
man, had  stated  it  as  his  deliberate  cotivio** 
tion,  that  suiBoiettt  infbrmation  had  tiot 
been  laid  before  the  House  ft)r  the  purpose 
of  forming  an  opinion ;  and  would  he  then 
refuse  his  assent  to  a  Motion  having  for  its 
object  the  pitisecution  of  that  fuller  inquiry, 
and  the  acquisition  of  that  ampler,  know-* 
ledge,  which  he  himself  had  pronounced  to 
be  essential  ^     The  noble  Lord  would  not 
treat  that  House  so  lightly,  or  So  stultify 
the  Commons  of  En^andi  by  calling  on 
them  to  decide  without  the  materials  for 
forming  an  opinion.    Were  a  Committee 
appointed  up  stairs  upon  a  turnpike  trust 
or  parish  vesttyi  and  to  report  that  they 
were  unable  to  complete  their  inquiry  or 
to  eoUect  materials  for  fbrming  an  opinion^ 
would  the  Chairman  of  sueh  Committee 
ventuta  to  call  Upon  the  House  to  oome  to 
a  decisioa  even  upon  the  meat  trivial  and 
unimportant  pritate  Bill^    Would,  dien, 
his   Majesty's    Ministers  pursue    such    a 
course  with  respect  to  the  renewal  of  the 
Charter  of  the  Bank  of  England  ?    Was  it 
conceivable  that  they  would  call  upon  the 
House  of  Commons  to  decide,  without  the 
materials  for  forming  an  opinion,  a  ques. 
tion  of  the  hi^est  national  importance  ^ 
Incomplete  and  inadequate  as  was  the 
Report  of  the  Bank  Charter  Committee  of 
last  year,    it    was,    nevertheless,  highly 
valuable    and    important.     It    gave    the 
House  no  information  with  respect  to  diat 
which  ought  to  be  done,  but  it  lupplied  the 
most  ample  information    respecting  that 
whioh  ought  not  to  be  done<    The  evidence 
taken    b^cnro  that   Committee  contained 
the  fullest  proof  and  the  most  conclusive 
demonstration,   that   the   control  of   the 
cireulating  medium  ought  no  longer  to  be 
inlnisted  to  the  Bank  of  England.    The 
competence  of  the  witnesses  wL  jgave  this 
testimony  could  not  be  questionedT    These 
witnesses  were  the  Grovemor  and  Directon 
of   the     Bank    of  England,    who    were 
eaamined  before  the  Secret  Committee  of 
last  yean  and  who  freely  acknowledged 
that  in  1796,  I61fl«  and  1819,  their  pxede* 
ceflors    in    office    were   ignorant  of  the 
elementary  principles  of  money  and  cur- 
relusy,  and  caused,  by  their  errors  and  mis* 
management,  ruinous  fluctuations  in  the 
value  of  property.     The  present  Directors, 
however,  claimed  fur  themselves  the  pos* 


session  of  superior  wisdom ;  and  sManed  to 
assert,  that  subsequent  to  the  great  pbnic  of 
1825^26,  they  had  seen  cause  to  correct  the 
errors  of  thrfr  former  ways;  and   that, 
acting   under   the  protection  of  sdeni^, 
and  armed  with  the  power  of  knowled^, 
they  would  now,  thtoUgh  all  future  time, 
avert  from  the  country  calamities  similar  to 
those  which  the  mismatiagement  of  their 
predeocssors  had  created.    In  examining 
the  conduct  of  the  Bank  Directors  with  a 
view  to    ascertain    their   competence    to 
regulate  the  circulation  of  the  country,  he 
would  give  them  all  the  advantage  of  the 
change  in  the  system  of  management  fur 
which  they  claimed  credit    He  would  deal 
by  them  with  perfect  fairness,  and  would 
not  travel  back  to  visit  upon  the  Bank  the 
previous  errors,  before  the  new  system  of 
management  had  commenced.    He  would 
Judge  it  by  the  Conduct  pursued  Suhse* 
anently  to  1 B27,  the  period  at  which  the 
Directors  professed  to  have  CMrrected  the 
acknowledged  errors  of  their  former  ways, 
and  when  the  new  SjTstem  of  ttanagetnetit 
was  brought  into  AiU  operation.    In  order 
to  determine  whether  the  Bank  of  England, 
nnder  Its   improved    nanagement,    was 
oomnetent   to    regulate    the   circulating 
medium  of  the  country,  it  would  be  neces. 
sary  to  ascertain,  in  the  first  plaee,  what 
were  the  actual  eflects  produced  upon  the 
eurrency  by  the  new  system  ^management ; 
and  to  examine,  in  the  second  place,  into 
the   soundness   of  the   prindples    iipon 
which  this  new  system  was  founded^  Now, 
with  respect  to  the  actual  effects  produced 
upon  the  currency,  if  hurt.  Members  would 
be  at  the  trouble  of  referring  to  the  appen- 
dix of  the  Report,  the3r  would  find  that 
since  the  adoption  of  the  new  system  the 
fiuctuations  in  the  currency  had  been  quite 
as  great  as  they  were  before  its  adoption. 
It  would  be  seen  by  the  appendix,  No.  SS, 
that  on  the  6th  of  January,  1 85l7i  the  cir. 
oulation  was  18,8(X),000t,  and  that  cm  the 
81st  of  July  following,  it  Was  extended  to 
SS,800,000/.)beingan  mcrease  of  9,500,000/. 
This    expansion   of    the   currency    was 
speedily     followed    by     a    more     than 
corresponding   contraction,    and   in    De- 
oember,    1881|    the    circulation    fell    to 
16,700,000/.    Thus  it  was  proved,  by  their 
own  documents^,  Uiat  the  Improved  system 
recently  adopted  by  the  Directors  had  not 
the  practical  effect  of  {riving  steadiness  to 
the  currency.    Upon  their  own  showing, 
the  amount  of   the  circulation    in  July» 
18S7»  exceeded  by  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  its 
amount  in  December,  1881 ;  benigagraattr 


1309 


Sankqf 


{Juki  28}  England  Okarier. 


1310 


fiticCiifttion   tlum   anj  which  took  place 
during  the  flame  period  of  four  years  pre- 
ceding the  1821  panic.  The  lowest  amount 
of  circulation,  from  July,  1821,  to  De- 
cember, 1825,  was  16,000,000^,  and  tlie 
highest  23,300,000^^  being  a  fluctuation 
something  less  than  that  which  had  been 
produced  under  the  improved   system  of 
management    So  much  for  the  practical 
eflTects  of  that  improved  system,  the  adopt- 
ion of  which,  by  the  Directors  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  was  deemed  sufficient  to  ob* 
literate  the  recollection  of  all  former  errors, 
and  to  atone  for  all  the  calamities  of  which 
those  errors  were  the  parents*    The  new 
system,  as  explained  by  Mr.  Horsley  Pal- 
mer, the  Governor  of  the  Bank,  was  this: 
—When  tlie  currency  was  full,  as  indicated 
by  the  exchanges  being  at  par,  the  treasure 
of  the  Bank  in  bullion  and  coin  was  kept 
at  one^third  of  its  liabilities,  including  dr. 
culation  and  deposits ;   and  from  the  level 
of  fulness,  as  indicated  by  the  foreign  ok* 
changes  being  at  par,  the  currency  is  allow- 
ed to  expand  or  to  contract,  according  as  the 
exchanges  may  become  favourable  or  un. 
favourable.    To  explain  this  system  by  an 
example— if,  when  the  exchanges  were  at 
par,  the  circulation  issued  by  the  Bank  be 
20,000,000^1  and  its  deposits  10»000,000/., 
then,  tiic  whole  of  the  liabilities  being 
30,000,000/.,  the  Bi\nk  will  provide  itself 
with  treasure  to  the  amount  of  10,000,000/. 
In  this  state  of  things,  should  a  favourable 
exchange  throw  into  the  Bank  an  additional 
supply  of  gold,  to  the  amount  of  5,00O,O0OL, 
the  Bank,  in  paying  for  this  bullion,  would 
ixsue  5,000,000/.  of  notes,  and  the  circula- 
tion would  be  increased,  from  20,000,000/. 
to  25,000,000/.     On  the  other  hand,  were 
the  exchanges  to  become  unfavourable  and 
to  reduce  Uie  treasure  of  the  Bank  from 
10,000,000/.    to    6,000,000/.,    the    Bank 
would  not  ro-i!»uc  the  /),000,000/.  returned 
upon  it,  in  payment  of  the  gold  withdrawn, 
and  the  circulation  would  be  reduced  from 
20,000,000/.    to    15,000,000/.     This   was 
the  new  Q'stem  of  the  Bank' Directors,  and 
they  hod  adopted  it,  aa  stated  by   Mr. 
Warcl,  in  order  that  they  might  not  alter 
the  King's  coin,  and  in  order  to  preserve 
the  paper  currency  from  any  fluctuations 
greater  tlian  thoae  which  the  action  of  the 
foreign   exchanges  would  occasion,  were 
the  currency  purely  metallic.     This  was, 
without  doubt,  a  good  and  a  legitimate  ob- 
ject, but  the  evil  was,  that  under  the  sys- 
tem of  the  Bunk  Directors,  its  attainment 
was  impossible.  The  workingof  their  system 
was  directly  the  reverse  of  Uiat  wbich  they 


itttsnded.    Its  necessary  efieet  would  ba  to 
occasion    fluctuations    in   the    currency^ 
greater  to  an  indefinite  extent  than  thosa 
which  the  action  of  the  foreign  exdumm 
would  creato,  were  the  currency  whcSly 
metallic.    It  was  obvious,  that  were  the 
currency  wholly  metallio,  no  fluctuations* 
no  deep  vibrations  in  the  amount  of  the 
currency,    could    take    place,    while   the 
foreign  exchanges  remained  at  par.     But, 
under  the  vaunted  system  of  the  Bank  D'u 
rectors,  calamitous  fluctuations  might  occur 
while  the  exchangea  remained  at  par,  and 
while  there  was  no  drain  of  gold  from 
their  coffers.     The   Bank   Directota   had 
created  a  new  element  of  fluctuation,  and 
according  to  their  improved  system  of  ma- 
nagement, the  circulation  must  vibrate  witli 
every  variation  in  the  aggregate  amount  of 
those   public   and    private  deposits  over 
which  the  Directors  could  have  no  oontiol. 
But  this  was  not  the  worst  part  of  the  im* 
proved  syitem.    Its  rule  to  keep  its  se. 
curities  level,  to  let  the  eorreniqr  expend 
and  contract  with  the  flowing  and  ebUag 
of  the  foreign  exchangn^  legatding  the 
period  when  the  exchangea  are  at  pari 
and  when  gold  ts  neither  drawn  out  nor 
paid  in,  as  the  level  at  which  the  rieme 
of  bullion  is  to  be  e^ual  to  one-third  of  the 
liabilities.    This  being  the  mode  on  which 
the  Bank  regulated  iu  iwues,  let  it  be  sup* 
posed,  that  &c  exchanges  being  at  par,  the 
Bank  had  10,000,000/.  of  gold,  its  liabilL 
ties  being  50,000»000/.,  nearly  S0|000|000/. 
in  notes  issued,  and   10,000,000/.  in  de. 
posits.     Under  these  circurostaneeSi  let  a 
deficient  harveat  or  other  cause  turn  the 
exchanges  against  them,  and  reduce  the 
treasure  of  the  Bank  from  lOfiOOfiOOl.  to 
5,000,000/.,  and  then,  in  the  first  instanoe» 
the    circulation    would     be    reduced    by 
5,000,000/.,  as  it  would  have  been  had  the 
currency  been  wholly  metallic.    NoW|  if 
no  circumstance  occurred  to  render  the  ex* 
changes  again  favourablOf  if  tho  state  of 
the  crops,  or  any  increased  demand  for  am* 
ports,  or  diminished  demand  for  eaporta, 
should  prevent  the  influx  of  gold,  and  leave 
the  treasure  in  tho  Bank,  statiomtry  at 
5,000,000/.,   while  the  exchange  was  at 
par,  then,  in   conformity  with  the  prin* 
ciplo  upon  which  their  issues  wore  legiu 
lated,  the  Directors  would  have  to  reduee 
their     liabilities    fiom     S0,QQ0,OO0L    to 
1 5,000,000/.     But,  as  that  portion  of  theur 
liabilities — namely,   depositSp  over  which 
the  Directors  have  no  control — amounts  to 
10,000,000/.,    the    circulation,   were    the 
principle  to  be  strictly  adheied  to^  must  fa^ 
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reduced  to  5,000,000/L  Had  the  exchanges^ 
instead  of  bcdng  unfavourable,  been  favour- 
aUe,  and  increased  the  treasure  in  the 
Bank  from  10,000,000/.  to  15,000,000/., 
and  then  returned  to  par,  the  liabilities  of 
the  Bank,  under  the  new  system  of  manage- 
ment, would  have  increased  to  45,000,000/. ; 
and  should  the  deposits  have  continued 
stationary  at  10,000,000/.,  the  circulation 
would  be  increased  from  20,000,000/.  to 
35,000,000/.  Thus,  if  the  improved  prin- 
ciples of  the  Bank  were  to  be  adhered  to, 
the  flow  and  ebb  of  the  exchanges  above  or 
below  the  central  level  would  cause  the 
circulation  to  vibrate  between  the  deep  ex- 
tremes of  5>000,000/.  and  35,000,000/. 
But  he  had  not  yet  exhibited  in  their  full 
absurditjj  the  improved  principles  of  cir- 
culation discovered  by  the  Bank  Directors. 
It  appeared  by  the  minutes  of  evidence, 
(question  2^086),  that  Mr.  Ward,  the 
Bank  Director,  was  asked,  '^  You  have 
stated,  that  in  case  you  foresaw  an  un- 
fiivourable  harvest,  or  other  circumstance 
that  was  likely  to  turn  the  exchanges 
i^ainst  the  country,  you  would  anticipate 
that,  by  acting  upon  the  currency ;  do  you 
think  it  riffht  fot  the  Bank  to  act  upon  the 
currency  of  the  country.  Independently  of 
the  action  of  the  public  on  the  Bank?"  Mr. 
Ward  answered,  '*  Although  the  exchanges 
might  be  at  the  present  moment  favourable, 
I  should  anticipate  their  becoming  un- 
favourable, under  the  influence  of  a  bad 
harvest,  and  I  should  prepare  accordingly." 
He  is  then  asked,  '^  In  what  manner  would 
you  prepare?"  And  he  answers,  "  By 
shortening  the  amount  of  currency."  The 
House  would  perceive  that  this  was  not 
quite  consistent  with  the  former  answer 
of  Mr.  Ward,  that  "  I  do  not  presume  to 
alter  the  King's  coin,  but  always  endeavour 
to  bring  the  paper,  as  nearly  as  possible,  to 
what  the  currency  would  be  if  no  bank  ex- 
isted, and  the  currency  were  all  gold."  Now, 
if  the  currency  were  all  gold,  an  unfavour- 
able harvest,  turning  the  exchanges  against 
us,  and  abstracting  specie,  would,  no  doubt, 
inflict  upon  the  country  the  evil  of  defi- 
cient circulation ;  but  then,  as  gold  went 
out,  foreign  com  would  come  in,  and  in 
suffering  the  evil  of  deficient  circulation, 
the  country  would  escape  the  still  greater 
evil  of  deficient  food.  But  not  so  under 
the  improved  management  of  the  Bank. 
In  order  to  avert  an  expected  drain  upon 
its  coffers,  the  currency  is  contracted  by 
anticipation,  and  the  consequent  fall  of 
prices,  which  prevents  the  exportation  of 
gold,    prevents   also   the    importation   of 


com.      The    evil    of   deficient    ciicub- 
tion     was     inflicted,     but    the     greater 
evil  of   deficient  food  was  not    thereby 
averted.     The  report,  and  the  evidence 
furnished  irresistible  proof,  that  the  power 
of  regulating  the  currency  ought  no  longer 
to  be  intrusted  to  the  Bank  of  England. 
The  new  system  of  management  adopted 
by  the  Directors,  after  the  experience  of 
the  panic  of  1825  and  1826,  aggravated 
the  evils  it  was  intended  to  remove.     The 
new  mode  of  management  was  as  vicious 
in  theory,  as  it  was  pernicious  in  practice. 
The  principle  of  anticipating  the  action  of 
the  exchanges  upon  the  currency,  by  nar. 
rowing  the  circulation  as  often  as  a  defi- 
cient harvest  was  foreseen,  was  a  device  for 
adding  dearth  to  famine,  and,  as  he  would 
venture  to  affirm,  at  once  the  most  erro^ 
neous  and  the  most  pernicious  principle 
which  it  was  possible  for  a  bank  of  issue  to 
adopt.     Would    his   Majesty's    Ministers 
ask,  or  the  House  consent,  to  renew  the 
exclusive  privileges  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, and  place  the  value  of  all  the  pro- 
perty in  the  kingdom  at  the  absolute  dis- 
posal of  an  irresponsible  body,  who  bad 
proved  themselves,  as  well  by  Uieir  practice 
as  by  their  theories,  to  be  utterly  ignorant 
of  the  principles  by  which  a  bank  of  issue 
should  be  regulated  ?     He  must  deny,  that 
the  Resolutions  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  would  have  the  effect  of  preventing 
the  evils  which  he  had  pointed  out  as  re- 
sulting from  a  renewal  of  the  charter,  or 
counteract  the  evils  which  the  existence  of 
that  monopoly  had  hitherto  occa^oned.  He 
was  inclined  to  think,  that  making  Bank 
notes  a  legal  tender,  except  at  the  plaoe  of 
issue,  would  be  good,  provided  the  main 
bank  of  issue  were  regulated  upon  just 
principles.     But  in  what  way  could  the 
adoption  of  these  proposals  of  the  noble 
Lord  correct  the  practical  errors  which 
were  committed  by  the  irresponsible  body  by 
whom  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  England 
were  conducted  ?     He  thought  he  should 
be  able  to  show,  to  the  sati^action  of  the 
House,  that  upon  the  principles  according 
to  which  the  Bank  of  England  was  con- 
ducted, the  first  effort  of  rendering  their 
paper  a  legal  tender  would  be,  not  an  ex. 
pansion,  but  a  contraction  of  the  currenc)*. 
The  obvious,  he  believed  he  might  say  the 
avowed,  tendency  of  the  plan. of  the  noUc 
Lord  was  to  displace  the  paper  of  the 
country  banks,  and  to  give  to  the  Bank  of 
England  and  its  branches,  the  whole  cir- 
culation   of   the    country.     That    would 
greatly  increase  the  liabilities  of  Che  Bank; 
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md  as  its  reserve  of  ti^sasure,  when  the 
exchanges  were  at  par^  roust  be  equal  to 
one»third  of  the  liabilities,  its  gold  must  be 
increased  m  a  corresponding  degree.  Now, 
how  was  the  increased  supply  of  gold  to  be 
obtained?  No  considerable  portion  of  it 
could  be  dmwn  from  the  gold  coin  *in  cir- 
culation ;  because^  small  notes  not  being 
permitted  without  the  gold  coin,  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  could  not  be  carried  on. 
How,  then,  he  would  again  ask,  was  the 
increased  supply  of  gold  required  by  the 
Bank  to  be  obtained  P  llie  Directors,  in 
their  evidence,  told  them  how.  Mn  Hors- 
ier Palmer  states,  in  reply  to  Question  809 
— **  The  Bank  has  only  the  means  of  ob- 
taining an  increased  quantity  of  gold,  if  it 
be  deemed  desirable,  by  contracting  its 
issaes,  thereby  creating  a  scarcity  of  money, 
and  consequent  fall  of  prices.'*  Then,  let 
not  those  who  deemed  that  an  expansion  of 
the  currency  would  give  a  stimulus  to  in- 
dustry, fall  into  the  delusion,  that  the  plan 
of  the  Government  for  making  Bank  of 
Eng^d  paper  a  legal  tender  would  have 
the  effect  of  increasmg  the  circulation.  It 
would  produce  a  contrary  efiect,  and  narrow 
the  circulation,  for  the  increase  of  Bank  of 
England  naper  would  be  accompanied  by  a 
corresponoing  decrease  of  country  bank 
paper,  and  Uie  general  aggregate  result 
would  be,  not  an  expansion,  but  a  contrac- 
tion of  the  currency.  The  evil  would  not 
rest  ber^  As  the  country  bank  paper  was 
driven  out  of  circulation,  country  banking 
would  become  less  profitable ;  and  in  the 
smaller  country  towns  and  agricultural 
districts,  the  business  of  private  banking, 
ceanng  to  be  profitable,  would  be  abandon- 
ed altogether.  The  mischief  occasioned  by 
the  loss  of  credit,  would  exceed  that  pro- 
duced by  the  contraction  of  the  circulation. 
When  a  banker  opened  credit  accounts 
with  the  farmers  and  dealers  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood, the  transfer  of  those  credits,  by 
means  of  bills  and  checks,  might  have  the 
same  efiect  aa  making  payments  in  money 
or  bank-notes ;  and  thus  it  was,  that  cash 
credits  in  the  books  of  bankers  might  form 
a  part,  and  even  the  larger  part  of  the  cir- 
culating medium  of  the  country.  The  plan 
of  the  Ciovemment  would  not  only  narrow 
the  aggregate  amount  of  Bank  paper  in 
circulation,  but  in  the  smaller  towns  and 
rural  districts  would  destroy  altogether, 
and  without  a  substitute,  that  accommoda- 
tion and  credit  which  supply  the  place  of 
money  or  currency,  and  form,  in  reality,  a 
most  important  portion  of  the  circulating 
medium  of  the  country.     He  entertained 
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the  most  serious  apprehensions  lest  that 
part  of  the  Government  scheme  which 
went  to  extend  the  operations  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  to  supersede  the  functions 
of  the  country  bunks,  should  inflict  upon 
all  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  nnd 
particularly  upon  agriculture,  a  paralysis 
more  severe  and  more  enduring  than  that 
which  followed  the  resumption  of  cash 
payments.  He  ventured  to  hope,  that  he 
had  now  succeeded  in  establishing  suffi- 
cient grounds  for  the  motion  with  which 
he  should  conclude.  He  could  not  believe 
that  the  plan  proposed  for  the  renewal  of 
the  Bank  Charter  was  one  which  the  House 
of  Commcms  would  be  induced  to  sanction. 
He  could  not  believe  that  it  was  one  in 
which,  upon  reflection,  Ministers  tlieni« 
selves  would  wish  to  persevere.  He  had  a 
strong  conviction,  derived  from  much  re- 
flection on  the  subject,  that  the  adoption  of 
the  measures  proposed  by  Government  for 
continuing  and  increasing  the  exclusive 
privileges  of  the  Bank  of  England  would 
inflict  upon  the  country  a  periodical  recur- 
rence in  aggravated  forms  of  revulsions  of 
trade,  and  of  panics  in  the  money-market, 
while,  by  the  adoption  of  sound  principles 
of  banking  and  of  currency,  all  these  evils 
might  be  avoided,  and  very  Important  ad- 
vantages secured.  At  all  events,  he  im- 
plored the  House,  not,  on  this  most  vital 
question,  to  legislate  in  the  dark.  I  le  was 
convinced,  that  if  the  House  should  now 
consent  to  commit  to  this  irresponsible 
body,  for  ten  years,  a  trust  which  had  been 
most  unwisely  conferred  on  them,  the 
country  would  be  visited  with  a  recurrence 
of  former  distress,  panics,  and  fluctuations 
in  the  currency.  He  should,  therefore,  move, 
"  That  the  consideration  of  the  question 
of  the  renewal  of  the  Bank  of  England 
Charter  should  be  postponed  until  the  next 
Session  of  Parliament." 

Mr.  Pouhtt  Scrape  seconded  the  Amend- 
ment. He  said,  that  the  question  was 
one  of  vital  importance  to  the  whole  com- 
munity. It  was  universally  admitted, 
that  the  banking  system  of  the  country  was 
very  defective ;  and  surely  when  the  Bunk 
Charter  was  about  to  be  renewed,  was  the 
time  for  inquiring  into  and  remedying 
those  defects.  The  Bank  of  England, 
though  not  the  only,  was  the  chief  source 
of  the  circulation  of  the  country.  l^*ive- 
sixths  of  the  notes  in  circulation  were  Bank 
of  England  notes ;  and  the  whole  amount 
of  gold  in  cirrulation  was  supplied  by  the 
Bank  of  England.  There  could  be  no 
doubt,  therefore,  that  the  Bank  of  England 
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had  A  complete  Gontnilling  power  over  tlic 
whole  eircuIiUion.  There  could  be  no 
qiii'stion,  tlion»fore,  thnt  thi«  controlling 
power  must  l)e  blamed  for  those  idiirmin}; 
fliU'tnations  which  hiid  inflicted  such  great 
evil  in  this  country  during  the  last  twenty 
years.  I  fe  would  not  enter  into  a  history 
of  those  fluctuntions ;  he  would  merely  ftHk, 
were  those  evils  the  necessary  consequent* 
of  every  system  of  currency,  or  only  of  our 
peiHiliur  system?  He  believwl,  that  they 
were  not  inherent  in  oil  systems  of  cur- 
rcncy,  but  cmly  in  our  system.  Those  fluc- 
tuations hud  at  one  time  defrnudiHl  crrdU 
tors,  and  at  another  plunged  debtors  in 
irretrievable  ruin.  He  would  notice  a 
fallacy  of  ihosc  who  supportefl  the  Hank: 
they  c(mipanMl  it  to  the  Mint,  and  con- 
cluded, lnTause  a  mono|M)ly  in  the  cme  case 
was  advantageous,  that  it  must  lie  advan- 
tageous in  the  other.  Ihit  the  two  systems 
had  no  Kiniilarity.  The  one  was  a  public 
office,  the  oflicers  wi're  res|ionsible  to  the 
public,  and  paid  by  the  ]mblic ;  the  other 
was  a  private  concern,  quite  irresponsible 
to  any  person  but   its  proprietors.      Ihe 

?ublic  had  no  hold  of  the  Rank  of  I'lngland. 
le  knew,  that  it  was  said,  that  the  Dank 
Directors  were  men  of  honour  and  integrity, 
and  it  was  precisely  liecause  they  wen*  men 
of  honour  and  integrity  that  he  said  they 
were  not  rt»s|)onsible  to  the  ptiblic.  The 
Bank  was  a]t4>gether  a  private  establish, 
mt'ut,  as  was  pnived  by  the  evidence  and 
statements  of  the  Directors  themselves;  the 
Directors  l)eing  electe<l  by  the  pn)|irictors, 
and  res|K»iisible  to  them  ;  and  he  cmi tended 
on  this  ground,  that  the  Bank  Directors,  as 
men  of  htmour  and  integrity,  would  attend 
to  the  interests  of  the  pniprietors,  and  not 
to  the  interests  of  the  public.  The  hon. 
Meml)er  next  referred  to  penwms,  who  had 
been  opponents  of  the  Bank,  and  ha<l  Ixicn, 
he  knew  not  how,  miraculotisly  converted, 
and  who  at  the  eleventh  hour  had  liecome  the 
advocates  of  the  Bank.  The  htm.  CJentle- 
man  also  referred  in  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Richards,  to  show,  that  that  CJentleman 
8p<ike  of  the  Bank  of  England  as  a  public 
body  ;  but  it  was  public  only  when  it 
suited  its  pur))oses  to  lie  so,  and  private 
when  it  wanted  to  refuse  to  have  its  ac- 
counts investigated.  He  did  not  denv  the 
moderati(m  of  the  Bank  of  England,  inas- 
much as  it  had  only  nearly  ruined  all  creilit, 
when  it  might  have  annihilated  it.  The 
Bank  had  only  two  or  three  times  brought 
the  country  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  when  it 
had  the  power  of  irretrievably  ruining  it. 
So  far  he  admitted   its  moderation.     Its 


principles  were  those  of  its  own  internt, 
and  they  could  only  lie  prosecuted  by  i 
disregaru  of  the  puMic  welfare.  Itn  power 
was  continually  directed  to  alter  prices,  and 
its  interest  was  frequently  pnmiotcd  br 
limiting  the  currency,  and  lowering  the 
prices  in  all  the  markcbt  of  the  oountrf. 
Its  ])ower  was  infinitely  greater  than  that 
possessed  by  the  Legislature,  and  far  ex- 
ceeded in  its  extent  atid  o|jcnition  thit 
power  with  which  public  opinion  ever 
endowed  any  gm'emment.  Over  the  Bank 
of  England,  which  curried  on  its  operitidM 
in  silence  and  secrcsy,  eiren  nubile  optiuon 
hail  no  control.  The  publication  of  its 
issues  every  three  monthSy  and  tben  only  the 
avenige  of  them,  would  be  no  i*antn>l  what- 
eyer.  That  the  Oovemment  slimild,  iti  this 
age,  in  the  year  1  N.i3.  continue  this  nicmo- 
|N)ly  in  the  hands  of  u  private  oodipsny, 
was  a  most  flagrant,  a  most  crying  pib& 
injur}',  a  solecism  in  Crnvemment;  ittrhsi 
was  nowhere  else  to  be  fmind.  Nottisg 
tt)uld  he  an  mnnstnMis  aa  to  give  into  the 
hands  of  a  private  enmpatij  Uie  dMM^ 
of  all  the  money  of  the  oountfy— die  iadii. 
pensahle  means  of  carrying  on  all  the  Intdi 
of  the  emintry.  Money  waa  the  ritil 
element  of  cnir  oommetoe^  as  ncctisafy  is 
that  as  air  was  to  life;  and  what  woidd  be 
said  if  a  monopoly  of  air  waa  to  be  givea 
to  any  body  of  irresponsible  men  ?  if  the 
past  practice  of  the  Bank  was  adverse  to 
this  theor}',  he  would  care  nothing  for  tke 
theory ;  but,  in  fact,  tbo  prartice  of  Ou 
Bank  had  been  most  pemiciouB  to  the 
coimtry.  If  it  gave  us  a  safe,  aoiind,  ami 
suHicient  currerK'y^  he  would  disregard  sU 
theory.  If  the  currency  had  been  at  all 
times  er[Ual  in  Valtie,  and  invariable  in  kind, 
he  should  be  satisfied.  But  it  was  iaipos- 
sible  to  look  back  at  the  history  of  the 
ctmntry  for  the  last  fifty  years,  and  not  br 
ctmvinced,  that  we  had  neither  a  ssfe,  s 
soimd,  nor  at  all  times  a  suflicient  currency. 
Could  that  currency  be  called  safe  aai 
sound  which  had  been  issued  by  a  haij 
whieh  hod  lieen  in  a  state  of  bankfuptry* 
and  which  was  obliged  to  have  reooiine  to 
the  State  tf)  make  the  i)eo|ile  take  the  p^ier 
of  the  bankrupt  establishment  ?  C>n  nion 
than  one  occasion,  subsequent  to  the  Dtiik 
Restriction  Act,  that  establishment  bed 
again  lxK?n  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy. 
Tliat  the  currency  was  not  auSicJent  was 
proved  by  the  events  of  the  last  few  yesn» 
when  prices  had  been  reduced  twenty-£vf 
per  cent,  and  industry  had  been  paralysed 
by  the  obstacles  thrown  in  its  wav.  Ht 
would  not  go  into  the  conduct  of  the  Bsak 
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in  1783  ana  1793,  tliough  at  both  periods 

there  were  conviusiono  occasioned  by  the 

conduct    of   the    Bank.      In  1793^   100 

'country  bantwcrs  stopped  payment,  although 

there  were  at   that   time    no  one-pound 

notes  in  existence.     In   1797>  the  nation 

was  on  the  verge  of  rum,  brought  on  by 

the  conduct  of  the  Bank,  and  it  was  only 

saved  by  the  Legislature  making  the  people 

take  the  notes  of  the  bankrupt  establish^ 

ment    The  Bank  of  England  had  made 

Immense  profits  bv  its  connexion  with  the 

public,  and  It  might  have  been  expected 

that  the  Bank    mould  have  contributed 

tomethiUK  to  restore  that  sound  state  of  the 

currency  Trom  which,  for  its  own  purposes, 

it  had  departed.    What  sacrifices  had  it 

made  to  return  from  paper  to  the  metallic 

standard  ?    Mc  saw  no  sacrifices  whatever. 

It  had  acted  with  a  precipitancy  uncalled 

fur>->it  had  acted  in  silence  and  secrecy  to 

leculne  its  oWn  advantages-^i^nd  it  had  in- 

Hicted  Immense  evils  on  the  Country.    In 

1814^  at  the  period  when  the  treaty  of 

pe«ce  was  Aitfned,  and  when  thd  Bank  was 

under  the  obligation  to  resume  cash  pay- 

metits  In  An  months,  what  was  its  conduct  ? 

When  three  months  had  elapsed  after  that 

eirent,  what  waft  the  amount  of  bullion  in 

the  cofiers  of  the  Bank  f  That  was  known 

by  the  examination  of  the  Bank  Directors 

before  the  Committee  of  last  year,  and  the 

whole  amouilt  of  bullion  in  its  cofiers  at 

that  period  was  only  2,000|000/.,  while  its 

liabilities  amounted  to  10,000,000/.,  and  its 

notes  in  circulation  amounted  to  28,000,000/. 

Yet  that  was  within  three  months  of  the 

period  when  It  was  bound  to  resume  cash 

navments.    How   did   it  then  proceed? 

Wny,  it  went  to  the  Government,  and  the 

Government  told  the  Bank  it  need  not 

trouble  Itself  immediately,  that  time  would 

be  allowed  it  to  make  its  preparations. 

How    did   it   make  thoee   preparations? 

They  knew,  trpm  the  evidence  of  Mr. 

Horsley  Palmer,  that  the  Bank  had  no 

other  means  of  obtaining  a  supply  of  sold 

than  to  restrict  the  currency  and  reduce 

the  price  of  commodities.     The  Bank  Di- 

reeton  avowed  that  they  had  restricted 

their  iasues  to  obtain  gold,  because  they 

bad  no  other  means  of  getting  it  unless 

they  chose  to  give  5/.  2^.  per  ounce  for  it, 

and  afterwiu*d8  circulate  it  at  Si  17'.  lOd. 

The  Bank  then  had  effected  a  great  change 

in  the  currency,  had  loweredprices,  and 

bad  hi  consequence  obtained  gold.     It  had 

Openly  and  directly  avowed,  that  it  had  re. 

dace^  priees  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  per 

ecnt  for  the  purpose  of  getting  gold,  and 


making  preparations   for   resuming   cash 
payments.     In  1818,  the  nation  was  pre- 
pared for  the  resumption  of  cash  payments 
— wc  had  gone  through  the  preparatory 
stage  of  sufl^ring,  and  a  return  to  cash  pay- 
ments would  then  have  been  most  advan- 
tageous.   But,  instead  of  doing  that,  the 
Bank  obtained  a  Restriction  Act  for  two 
years  longer,  whilst  at  the  same  time  their 
coffers  were  filled  with  gold,  of  which  gold 
they  made  no  small  profit.    At  this  timfc 
prices  were  very  high — the  exchanges  were 
against    us,  gold  was   going  out  of  the 
country,  and  the  circulation  daily  contract- 
ing.    In  1822,  however,  the  Bank  worked 
up  their  bullion  again  to  1 1,000,000/. ;  but 
wnat  had  taken  place  in  the  interim  whilst 
the  gold  currency  was  so  materially  dimi- 
nished f    Did  the  Bank  meet  the  defalca- 
tion as  they  ought  to  have  done,  by  issuing 
paper  to  supp^  the  deficiency  ?    On  the 
contrary,  diey  actually  contracted  the  paper 
circulation  at  least  six  millions  and  a-half. 
So  much  for  the  manner  in  which  the  Bank 
had  regulated  the  currency  of  the  ooontry. 
After  ttitts  starving  the  circulation,  their 
subseduent  relaxation  was  productive  of 
most  injurious  eficcts,  and  led  to  those  wild 
and  extravagant    speculations   which    so 
nearly  destroyed,  and  so  materially  afiected 
the  commerciid  prosperity  of  this  country. 
Not  only  did  the  Bank  issue  a  superabund- 
ance of  notes,  but  thev  lent  money  in  all 
ways,  and  to  almost  all  applicants ;  and  not 
only  did  they  do  this,  but  continued  this 
improvident   and  injudicious  course  full 
twelve  months  after  the  exchanges  were 
against  us.     The  crash  of  1825  was  un- 
doubtedly occasioned  by  the  indefensible 
conduct  of  the  Bank  of  England.    Taking 
into  consideration  the  circumstances  which 
he  detailed,  he  diould  most  certainly  object 
to  the  renewal  of  the  Bank  Charter  mono* 
poly  on  the  terms  proposed,  and  second  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  and  ^lant  Member. 
Me  was  indeed  much  surnnsed  that  his  Ma. 
Jesty's  Government,  who  had  so  lung  opposed 
monopolies,  and  advocated  the  principles  of 
free  trade,  should  now  come  forward  to 
support  so    flagrant  a  monopoly.      Lord 
Liverpool's  Government  would  never  have 
thougnt  of  such  a  thing.    Lord  Liverpool 
said,  that  he  would  as  soon  have  thought  of 
restoring  the  Saxon  heptarchy  as  of  renew- 
ing the  Bank  Charter.    The  letter  signed 
by  that  noble  Lord  and  the  present  Earl  of 
Ripon,  then  the  right  hon.  Frederick  John 
Robinson,   expressed    the     most    decided 
hostility  to  such  a  renewal.      The  hon. 
Member  proceeded  to  quote  the  opinions  of 
2  U2 
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Lord  Liverpool,  and  adverted  to  the 
pamphlets  of  the  right  hoD.  Gentleman  op- 
posite (Sir  James  GFaham)^  when  he  advo- 
cated the  propriety  of  destroying  what  he 
termed  a  fatal  connexion  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  a  single  chartered  company— 
a  connexion  which  facilitated  the  prodi- 
gality of  Ministers,  and  invested  an  irre- 
sponsible body  with  the  most  delicate  and 
important  functions  of  the  State.  Another 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  too,  (Mr.  Ellice)  had 
maintained  similar  opinions,  and  had 
declared  that  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  of 
England  was  directly  opposed  to  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  countrv,  and  ex- 
pressed  a  hope  that  the  exclusive  Charter 
of  the  Bank  would  never  again  be  granted. 
He  did  not  see  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
now  in  liis  seat,  but  he  should  be  most 
anxious  to  hear  from  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  tlie  reasons  for  their  very  extra- 
ordinary conversion.  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, when  in  that  House,  had  also  main- 
tained similar  opinions.  In  the  debate  on 
the  Address  in  1826,  that  noble  Lord  de- 
precated confiding  so  great  a  power  to 
twenty-four  men — a  power  which  exercised 
the  most  tremendous  influence  not  merely 
over  the  money  market,but  over  the  fortunes 
of  every  family  in  the  kingdom.*  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  James  Graham) 
had  said,  in  an  admirable  pamphlet — 
''Let  us  destroy  the  fatal  connexion  be- 
tween Government,  and  that  fatally- 
chartered  Bank,  which  facilitates  the 
prodigality  of  Ministers,  and  invests  an 
irresponsible  body  with  unlimited  power." 
The  opinions  of  the  whole  body  of 
Whigs  were  to  the  same  effect.  All  the 
great  men  of  that  party— Horner,  Tiemey, 
Macintosh,  Grenville,  and  even  others, 
Tories  as  well  as  Whigs — and  all  the 
great  writeis  on  Political  Economy,  sup- 
ported the  same  principle*  Looking,  there- 
fore, to  the  manner  m  which  the  Bank 
had  hitherto  exercised  the  trust  confided 
to  them,  at  the  general  condemnation 
which  their  conduct  had  met  with,  and 
the  declared  opinions,  not  only  of  his 
Majesty's  present  Ministers,  but  of  men  of 
all  parties,  he  thought  he  was  perfectly 
justified  in  the  conclusion  to  which  he  had 
come.  They  had  now  a  chance  of  escaping 
from  the  system  which  had  so  long  oppressed 
them,  and  he  would  as  soon  think  of  revert- 
ing to  it  as  of  restoring  the  feudal  system. 
Having  once  got  his  head  from  the  lion*s 
mouth,  he  should  hesitate  long  before  he 


*  See  Hansard  xlv.  (new  series)  p.  39. 


voluntarily-  jplaced  himadf  in  tha 
periloua  position.  The  hon.  Gentleinaii 
concluded  by  thanking  the  Committee  for 
the  attention  which  they  had  paid  kiin, 
and  declaring  his  intenrion  to  seoond  the 
Amendment  of  the  gallant  Colonel. 

Mr.  Gisbome  said,  that  the  very  great 
interest  he  felt,  no  doubt  in  common  with 
the  rest  of  the  House,  in  the  question  under 
discussion,  induced  him  to  rise  to  deliver 
bis  sentiments  upon  it.  The  queitiiaii 
appeared  to  him  to  be  simply  this-^whether 
the  parties  who  had  for  so  long  a  period 
managed  the  pecuniary  concenis  of  the 
country  were  to  continue  to  do  so^  or 
whether  each  individual  having  money 
transactions  with  another  might  conduct 
them  according  to  his  own  wish,  independent 
of  the  control  of  the  Legislature  ?  The  hon. 
Gentleman  whohadjust  satdownhadrefeRed 
to  a  document  which  might  withpraprieiy  be 
called  an  orthodox  ooufession  of  faitb^  since 
it  contained,  like  another  confession,  thirty- 
nine  articles,  and  which  had  emanated  frm 
Fife-house,  signed  by  Lord  livorpool  and 
John  Frederick  Robinson.  Thia  docunient 
condemned  the  monopoly  of  the  Bank  ;  and 
it  was  not  a  little  curious  that  a  syHeoi 
stigmatized  by  Lord  Liverpool's  Adminis- 
tration as  improper^  on  account  of  its 
exclusive  privileges,  should  have  been 
introduced  for  the  purpose  of  consolidating 
it  in  the  first  Reformed  House  of  ConinMn& 
Lord  Liverpool  and  his  colleague  had  no 
powers  of  prophecy,  they  could  not  foiesee 
that  the  Unreformed  Parliament  would 
become  reformed;  how,  then,  could  they 
have  been  expected  to  foresee  that  a  measuie 
so  much  out  of  fashion  in  an  Unreformed 
Parliament  was  likely  to  become  so  ex* 
tremely  fashionable  in  the  first  Ref«nined 
House  of  Commons?  And  upon  what 
grounds  were  they  proceeding  to  f■|*^^1^y^ 
this  monopoly  ?  Why,  the  Comaiittee  of 
the  House  which  took  evidence  osi  this 
subject  had  declared  their  opinion,  that 
there  were  not  sufficient  data  to  enaUetben 
to  come  to  a  conclusion  as  to  the  expediency 
of  the  renewal  of  the  Bank  Charter.  This, 
then,  was  not,  in  their  estimation,  the  right 
time  to  decide  upon  that  question.  But  see 
how  various  were  the  opinions  which  were 
entertained  with  respect  to  this  teiy  potnt. 
The  noble  Lord,  the  Chanodbr  of  the 
Exchequer,  not  indeed  in  any  sptah  d»* 
livered  in  that  House,  but  in  a  public 
document,  had  declared  his  wish  to  super. 
sede  the  whole  of  the  country  circu]atioo« 
and  to  substitute  for  it  the  chrcuktion  of 
the  Bank  of  England ;— in  other  words^  to 
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smttil  by  slow  anfl  wasting  means^the  whole 
body  of  that  circulation^  which  he  was  not 
quite  competent  to  dispense  with  at  once. 
Bat  was  the  matter  to  be  disposed  of  in 
that  way?  Did  it  follow  that  what  was 
clear  to  the  noble  Xord  was  also  apparent 
to  others  ?  The  noble  Lord  might  think 
this  just  and  politic,  but  it  was  very  probable 
that  other  persons  would  doubt  whether  it 
was  either  just,  politic,  or  magnanimous. 
With  reeard  to  the  provisions  as  to  country 
bankenTthey  weJ comparatively  unim. 
portant ;  but  he  thought,  that  by  compelling 
them  to  render  accounts,  they  would  in 
some  instances  create  a  strong  inducement 
to  falsify  their  accounts.  The  Government 
now  proposed  to  annihilate  Joint  Stock 
Ranks  of  Issue,  although  in  1826  the 
CJovemment  and  the  Legislature  invited 
them  to  establish  themselves  for  the  purposes 
of  circulation.  All  the  points  to  which  he 
had  adverted — points  requiring  the  most 
mature  consideration — ^proved  the  necessity 
of  postponing  the  consideration  of  the 
measure  tiU  next  Session.  It  would  be 
said,  that  it  would  be  injurious  to  the  public 
interests  to  leave  a  question  of  this  nature 
unsettled — ^that  it  would  suspend  all  the 
transactions  between  man  and  man.  This 
was  mere  talk ;  he  did  not  believe  that  a 
single  man  would  refrain  from  either  buying 
or  selling  in  consequence  of  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  measure.  No  doubt  the  Bank 
Direetors  were  extremely  anxious  to  have 
the  question  settled,  particularly  on  the 
terras  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord,  and 
would, 'with  becoming  gravity,  represent, 
that  die  public  interest  would  materially 
suffer  if  it  should  be  allowed  to  stand  over 
till  next  Session.  There  were  now  eleven 
Bills  on  the  paper  introduced  by  Govern- 
ment respectmg  which  the  House  had 
hitherto  received  no  information,  and  yet 
the  noble  Lord  pretended,  that  thisparticular 
moment  was  the  only  fitting  time  for 
considering  the  propriety  of  renewing  the 
Bank  Charter.  It  was  a  question  which 
ooght  to  be  brought  on  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Session.  He  had  abstained 
from  entering  into  any  discussion  respecting 
tiie  merits  of  the  question  itself,  and  had 
only  spoken  of  such  points  as  bore  upon  the 
qoertion  of  postponement ;  he  hoped  that 
other  speakers  would  imitate  his  example, 
and  keep  to  the  question  of  adjournment. 

LordiiMorpsaid,  that  the  hon.  Members 
who  desired  the  postponement  of  the  ques- 
tion had  not  adduced  a  single  reason  to 
•bow;  that  the  House  would  at  any  other 
period  b9  better  prepared  to  enter  upon  its 


consideration  than  they  were  at  that 
moment.  The  gallant  officer  who  com- 
menced the  discussion  had,  to  be  sure,  said, 
that  the  fact  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy 
not  having  come  to  a  decided  opinion  upon 
the  subject  was  a  reason  for  postponing  it. 
Now,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Session 
he  stated,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  move 
for  the  renewal  of  that  Committee,  and  also 
that  he  would  bring  forward  the  question 
of  the  renewal  of  the  Bank  Charter.  If, 
then,  hon.  Members  thought,  that  the 
House  was  not  in  possession  of  sufficient 
information  on  the  subject,  they  ought  to 
have  moved  for  the  re-appointment  of  that 
Committee.  Though  the  argumeuts  of  the 
hon.  Members  were  ostensibly  addressed  to 
the  posti)oncment  of  the  measure,  it  was 
evident  that  they  wanted  to  get  rid  of  it 
altogether,  and  the  success  of  the  Amend- 
ment would,  in  truth,  have  that  effect. 
Although  the  hon.  member  for  Derbyshire 
wished  to  confine  all  who  followed  him  to 
the  simple  questiou  of  postponement,  he 
must  be  allowed  to  notice  one  or  two  points 
which  had  been  touched  upon  in  the  course 
of  the  discussion.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  had  asserted,  that  there  were 
variations  subsetjuent  to  1827  in  the  amount 
of  notes  in  circulation,  to  the  amount  of 
fifty  per  cent;  but  taking  the  greatest 
number  during  that  period,  and  comparing 
it  with  the  least,  it  would  be  found,  that 
the  fluctuation  did  not  exceed  ten  per  cent. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  asserted, 
that  the  rule  of  the  Bank  for  regulating  its 
issues  was,  to  have  always  bullion  to  the 
amount  of  one-third  of  its  notes  in  circu- 
lation. This  was  not  the  fact;  for  Mr. 
Horsley  Palmer  had  stated,  that  the 
principle  of  the  Bank  was^  to  allow  the 
drain  of  money  by  the  state  of  the  foreign 
exchanges  to  operate  precisely  as  if  the 
currency  were  metallic ;  consequently  the 
amount  of  notes  in  circulation  did  not 
depend  upon  the  amount  of  bullion,  but 
on  the  securities  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank. 
The  great  object  which  the  Bank  ought  to 
have  m  view  was,  to  keep  the  fluctuations 
in  the  cireulating  medium  at  a  minimum, 
by  allowing  the  exchanges  to  act  naturally 
and  gradually  on  the  circulation.  It  could 
scarcely  be  expected,  that  a  period  should 
ever  arrive  when  fluctuation  could  be 
totally  prevented ;  but  the  great  object  was 
to  make  these  fluctuations  the  least  possible. 
The  gallant  Officer  said,  that  the  effect  of 
making  Bank-notes  a  legal  tender  would  be 
to  extinguish  the  country  banks.  He  was 
unable  to  diaoover  any  connexion  between 
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cause  ftndefiect  in  this  particuUr.  He  bod 
been  eitber  misunderstood  or  miirepreseuted 
in  what  be  stated  on  opening  this  question 
to  the  HouBCiand  in  his  communications  with 
the  Bank.  Some  hon*  Members  seemed  to 
thinks  that  he  had  dedared  his  intention 
to  annihilate  the  country  banks.  He  cer- 
tainly did  express  his  o\vn  opinion  as  to 
what  would  be  the  best  system  of  circuhi* 
tiouj  and  admitted,  that  the  tendency  of 
hismeasure  would  be  to  put  an  end  to  ceun- 
try  banks  of  issuci  but  he  had  never  stated, 
tbat  he  meant  to  annihilate  them  at  one 
blow.  He  did  not  think  that  the  measure 
would  have  the  effect  of  anniliilating  the 
country  banks,  and  he  should  be  very  sorry 
if  it  should  produce  anv  such  effect.  It 
was  somewhat  remarkablei  that  while  the 
Joint  Stock  Banks  complained  of  the 
measure  as  too  favourable  to  the  country 
hanks,  the  country  banks  complained  as 
loudly  of  |he  undue  advantages  which  it 
would  confer  upon  the  Joint  Stock  Banks. 
The  hon.  member  for  Stroud  also  complained 
of  the  Bank  of  England  as  a  monopoly ; 
but  it  must  be  proved  that  the  monopoly 
was  prejudicial.  It  appeared  to  him,  after 
giving  the  subject  his  best  consideration! 
and  after  listening  to  the  results  of  the 
experience  of  practical  men,  that  it  would 
be  very  detrimental  to  establish  a  competition 
of  banks  in  London,  instead  of  one  bank  of 
issue.  It  was  certainly  a  monopoly,  but  it 
remained  to  be  shown  that  it  was  an  evil. 
The  hon.  member  for  Stroqd  objected  to 
giving  the  poww  of  regulating  the  cirpu- 
hition  to  a  body  which  conducted  its  pro- 
ceedings in  secret,  and  without  being 
subjected  to  public  opinion.  He  (Lord 
Althorp)  wasof  ppinion,that  it  was  desirable, 
to  avoid  that,  and,  therefore,  he  proposed, 
tbat  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank  should  be 
public,  so  that  it  could  no  longer  be  con- 
sidered a  secret  body,  and  would  have  all 
its  proceedings  subjected  to  the  revision  of 
public  opinion.  The  hon.  Member  asserted, 
that  the^ank  Directors  were  not  responsible 
to  any  but  the  Proprietors.  That  was,  no 
doubt,  true  in  law;  but  in  the  present 
state  of  the  public  mind,  it  could  not  be 
properly  said,  that  any  body  of  men  were 
independent  of  public  opinion*  He  thought, 
that  public  opinion  would  place  any  set  of 
men  who  acted  improperly  in  a  situation 
which  would  not  be  desirable  to  any  man 
who  wished  to  be  considered  respectable. 
He  was  disposed  to  coincide  with  much  of 
what  had  fallen  from  the  hon,  member  for 
Stroud,  but  he  ought  to  have  made  some 
distinction  between  the  acta  of  the  Bank 


itself,  aod  those  of  the  Govgriniiitut  w| 
Parliament  He  had  admitted,  tbal  in  the 
Bank  Kestrietion  Actof  4707i  «i»  mtllfliw 
the  return  to  cash  naymeoU  in  IMS,  Ae 
Government  find  tne  Parllameiit  Imi  m 
much  to  do  es  the  Bank,  tnd  had  a^  loait 
dB  much  right  to  4iare  the  blme  itf  tbeaa 
measurey.  He  did  not  think  it  noewiy 
to  follow  the  hon.  Member  tbroi^ji  m 
his  observatbnfl,  Govemmeat  kSi  en* 
deavoured  to  take  the  best  pncaulim  im 
its  po wer«  bv  adopting  what  they  e^n«d»«d• 
as  far  as  they  oouU  aspertainy  to  be  the 
beat  security  against  improper  piaitms: 
and  by  taking  publicity  as  the  buanf  ibm 

Cn,  they  thought  tncy  bad  secimd  Ibe 
t  check  en  the  pfooeedings  of  the  B^nk* 
He  might  take  this  opportunity  of  9110011110- 
ing  an  alteration  which  be  intended  to 
make  in  a  part  of  the  pkn  whuh  be  bad 
before  propounded.  He  bad  imnwwJ  te 
exact  from  the  country  banken  an  msfsmnU 
of  the  amount  of  their  etrmilaliiin ;  but 
upon  inquiry  be  found,  thatit  waa  impoaaWe 
to  depend  upon  obtaining  a  oorraet  eeoniiit 
because  there  were  no  meansof  diecUngu 
and  testing  its  accuracy.  If,  thefefinie,  he 
wore  to  persist  in  that  pert  of  bis  ^Im,  il 
would  operate  as  a  mere  restrielion  on 
country  bankers  without  being  productive 
of  any  benefit  to  the  public  Afteor  afann* 
doning  that  part  of  tlui  mcasnrey  therafiire, 
the  only  remaining  parts  whieh  would 
affect  the  country  bauKers  was  thai  wbieh 
rendered  it  compulsory  upon  tbem  to 
compound  for  the  Stamp^^uty*  insteid  of 
leaving  it  optional  as  heretofore*  B^  tbi* 
arrangement  the  pubUo  would  obtain 
information  of  the  actual  amount  of  ootas 
in  circulation.  The  hon.  Member  was 
completely  misinformed  as  to  tho  qinmlky 
of  country  bank  notes  in  circuLaton.  A 
deputation  of  bankers  bad  stated  to  blm, 
that  it  was  not  above  4,000,0001,  but  he 
(Lord  Althorp)  had  reason  to  believe,  th^ 
the  actual  amount  in  circulation  was  fmn 
10,000,000/.  to  12,000,000/.  HeBioiiiianfid 
this  in  order  to  show  the  abauidiij  of. 
reasoning  upon  that  painty  or  finrndi^g  any 
argument  upon  it,  till  the  actual  anount  oiT 
the  country  bank  circulatioo  was  known. 
This  was  not,  however,  the  real  qucstioa 
for  their  considerpition*  Tbequeslioiiwlddi 
they  ought  to  consider  wasi^  vrfaeiber  tbey 
should  be  in  a  better  situation  finr  geing 
into  the  conidderation  of  the  aulgeet  a|  aiiy 
future  period  than  they  wei»  «t  preaont? 
He  admitted,  that  some  people  ni^t  be 

3t  to  examemte  the  danger  of  iekj,  still 
must  mm  tbat  dda^  muh  if  jgrnUk^ 
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to  y  uwW ;  tod  §11  wouU  sUrnr,  tluii  it 
was  imiHMBiMa.  cpqaidflrinf  ih«  immoiiM 
inlimto  fil  »Ubt>  ibnithoit  int^nMtt  might 
wH  b»  ipjufed  fay  h^Bf  hung  up  in  i utpense. 
(^Mob  fw»  WM  thnt  orgum^al  coiiwdered 
1^  gMHiomm  cBiin«oUd  with  tba  banking 
ittnui  nf  die  0OMntr)F«  tbul  una  hon.  Mem. 
bev  b«4  urged  iiimngljr  tiptm  bitn  (Lord 
Abbmv)  eiren  1^  Smaiim»  the  nepewity  of 

#  ilieidy  seuleineni  of  the  question-  h 
waf  tb^t  however,  ntlerly  impoiiiiUe  to 
hf  the  pbm  of  Uovernment  befow  the 
H$\m;  but  be  ((4011I  Althorp)  thougbtj 
(bet  iboulcl  any  d^J^y  now  toke  pleee,  efier 
IbeGorernmentpbin  bed  been  promulgatedj 
ihe  tmifequenees  might  be  even  worse  tbao 
if  the  jden  luid  not  been  prowulgefced  et 
ell  Hon*  Membere  aeemed  to  think,  tbet 
the  plen  ci  Government  involved  a  breaob 
pf  iiiib  tP  the  Joint  Stock  Benb ;  and 
Ibey  qoolttl  tJie  opinion  of  the  Government, 
in  Ii26y  in  support  of  that  itatement,  and 
to  «bow  tfrnt  the  Government  of  that  day 
b«d  gMFOo  the  greateet  encouragement  to 
Joint  Stosk  Banbk  Tbet,  boiv«ver^  was 
not  tli0  question  at  isnue-  The  question 
ibr  the  eontidera^ion  of  the  Hou«e  wai, 
wbether  it  was  advisable  to  biy  sueb  re- 
nriotions  on  the  eountry  banka  a«  should 
be  oonsidered  neeefsary  to  ensure  tho  safety 
of  the  public.  If  tluise  banks  were  not  on 
a  iound  foundation,  it  was  undoubtedly  the 
duty  of  Government  to  take  steps  to  place 
them  on  a  better  footing.  Ho  would,  for 
instanee,  suppose  Aat  a  Joint  Stock  Bank 
bad  a  nouMual  capital  of  1,500,000^,  of 
which  only  IBfiOQi.  were  paid  up;  no  one 
would  sayt  ^hat  suc|i  a  bank  ought  to  be 
permitted  by  the  Government ;  yet,  under 
the  present  state  of  the  law,  such  a  bunk 
miglit  exist.  He,  therefore,  said,  that  it 
would  be  desirable  to  place  such  restrictions 
upon  those  banks  as  would  place  them  on  a 
sound  and  safe  footing*  It  might,  to  be 
sure,  be  said,  that  people  ought  nut,  and 
wouki  Boty  trust  banks  which  were  in  such 
a  situation ;  but  it  was  well  known,  that 
tlie  tirit  warning  generally  given  on  such 
OGopsions  was  the  bfuikniptcy  of  the  bankers, 
snd  every  one  was  aware  bow  the  affairs  of 
the  eountiy  were  paralysed,  and  the  credit 
of  other  bankers  affected,  by  such  failures. 
He  tbereforo  thought,  that  on  every  ac- 
count it  w^desirabmi  that  such  restrictions 
should  be  placed  on  banks  as  would  ensure 
the  {Hiblfc  safety.  He  hoped  and  trusted, 
that  the  House  would  not  agree  to  the 
proposition  of  the  bon.  and  gallant  member 
for  Bolton.    They  wore  then  in  as  proper 

•  littti^ioa  to  ld(e  the  fulgeet  into  eon* 


sideration  as  tbey  could  ba  at  any  future 
period  ;  and  keeping  of  a  question  of  suck 
importance  iu  suspense  might  prove  in- 
jurious to  the  best  interests  of  the  country* 
Mr.  Aiitvood  said,  tliat  the  present  ques- 
tion, for  no  other  reason  that  be  could 
imagine,  except  because  it  was  exceedingly 
ccnnplicated  and  diffioult  to  decide,  was 
almost  the  only  one  of  any  importance 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  not  got  rid  of  by 
alleging  that  it  was  impossible  to  consider 
it  in  the  course  of  the  present  Session.  In 
vain  hail  bon.  Members  brought  forward 
propositions  of  the  deepest  interest  to  the 
commupity — such,  for  instance,  as  the  pro. 
poped  repeal  of  the  Ck>rn-laws ;  the  noble 
Lord's  cry  was  constantly  '*  Postponement." 
Now,  however,  at  the  close  of  the  Session, 
be  had  found  out  that  the  public  interest 
required  this  question  should  be  disposed  of 
without  delay.  Was  it  possible,  he  asked, 
at  that  advanced  period  of  the  Session, 
when  Ministers  themselves  were  exerting 
all  their  influence  with  their  friends  to 
postpono  their  motions  for  the  present,  to 
bestow  upon  this  momentous  question  of 
the  renewal  of  the  Bank  Charter  that  at- 
tention which  all  its  importance,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  monetary  and  commercial  deal- 
ings of  the  country  demanded  ?  The 
question  was  of  itself  of  a  most  complex 
character,  but  in  addition,  the  noble  Lord's 
scheme  contained  other  topics  of  great 
practical  importance,  each  of  whicb  would 
require  as  much  time  for  a  proper  investi- 
gation as  could  then  be  possibly  extended 
to  the  whole  of  his  measure.  There  was, 
first,  the  important  question  of  increasing 
the  iia^ier  circulation  of  the  Bank  of  £ng-" 
land;  there  was  next  the  still  more  im- 
portant question  of  making  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England  a  legal  tender  for  the 
notes  of  country  bankers.  Then  there  was 
that  part  of  the  noble  Lord*s  plan  which 
avowedly  went  to  extinguish,  not,  it  was 
true,  at  one  blow,  but  gradually^  not  only 
all  our  country  banks,  but  those  joint-stock 
bank^  which  were  established  in  1826.  on 
tlie  faith,  and,  indeed,  pressing  solicitation, 
of  the  Government  and  the  Legislature ; 
and  there  was  besides  the  question  of  tho 
terms  of  the  bargain  which  the  noble  liord 
had  made  with  the  Bank  of  England  on 
the  part  of  the  public — questions  whidi,  on 
tlie  face  of  them,  involved  the  most  contro« 
venial  and  important  principles  of  our 
monetary  system>  and  thence  involved  the 
well-being  of  our  manufacturing,  agricuU 
tural,  and  commercial  interests,  which,  aa 
they  9tfA  iq  the  noble  Lord's  Billi  in« 
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volved  oonduidoiis  contradictory  to  those 
doctrines  of  political  economy  to  which 
Ministers  were  pledged ;  and  which,  more 
over>  involved  the  important  questions  of  a 
fixed^  a  fluctuating,  a  high,  or  a  depressed 
standard  of  value,  not  to  take  into  account 
the  question  of  the  usury  laws,  a  free  trade, 
and  a  paper,  versus  a  metallic  currency ; 
all  which  the  nohlc  Lord  called  upon  that 
House — in  truth  a  too  ohsequious  one  to 
his  heckon — ^to  dispose  of,  as  if  they  were 
so  many  trifling  details  of  some  measure 
not  affecting  the  great  interests  of  the 
country.  But  would  that  House  ohey  him? 
If  it  did,  would  the  country  be  satisfied 
with  its  conduct  ?  Let  them  consider  the 
eflect  of  making  Bank  of  England  notes  a 
legal  tender  for  country  notes,  and  only 
payable  in  gold  at  the  Bank  of  England 
building  itself.  He  would  say  nothing 
then  of  the  policy  or  propriety  of  making  a 
legal  tender  without  the  authority  of  a 
Royal  Proclamation,  but  he  would  appeal 
to  those  practically  conversant  with  the 
currency  question,  whether  the  effect  of 
placing  any  obstruction  between  the  issuer 
of  a  note  paying  in  specie,  and  the  com- 
pletion of  the  payment  had  not  the  effect 
of  lowering  the  standard  of  value  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  the  obstruction  ? 
Then  see  the  effect  of  this  result  u[x)n  the 
payment  of  debts  contracted  before  the 
standard  was  thus  lowered.  Was  it  not 
defrauding  all  the  creditors  of  the  kingdom 
to  the  amount  of  the  depreciation  ?  Couple 
this  result  with  the  consequences  not  only 
of  increasing  the  monopoly  power  of  the 
Bank  of  England  with  all  its  abuses,  but  of 
extinguishing  those  Joint-stock  Banks  which 
were  established  on  the  faith  of  Parliament. 
The  noble  Lord  proposed  to  give  to  the 
Bank  of  England  the  sole  right  of  circu- 
lating paper,  not  only  to  the  exclusion  of 
country  bank  paper,  which  had  grown  up 
with  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  but  of 
the  paper  of  the  Joint-stock  Bankers,  which 
the  Legislature  only  seven  years  ago  had 
introduced  as  an  improvement.  In  1826, 
the  system  of  Joint.stock  Banks  had  been 
adopted  as  an  improvement,  and  now  they 
were  called  upon  to  change  that  system  and 
adopt  another  improvement.  Was  there  to 
be  no  end  to  those  changes  ?  Was  the  cur. 
rency  perpetually  to  be  tampered  with? 
Was  the  country  to  be  the  eternal  victim 
of  all  those  rash  innovations  and  capricious 
changes,  and  tampcrings  with  our  monetary 
system,  which  any  meddling  hasty  blunder- 
ing Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might,  in 
bia  fldfdcomplacent  wisdom  or  folly  be  in- 


duced to  introduce  ?  He  was  sure  thst  tbe 
over-issues  of  the  Bftnk  of  Englaiid  in  the 
year  1925-24,  and  their  sabe^ucat  rapid 
contractions,  were  the  origin  of  the 
tile  calamities  of  1825,  and  not  the  ii 
of  the  country  bankers.  Thouf^  this 
an  undeniable  fact,  yet  the  notde  hard  now 
called  upon  them  to  increue  the  twcs  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  and  thus  tnjuie  Uk 
commerce  of  tbMS  ooantiy^  hy  inorenmg 
their  monetary  monopcdy.  Then  look  at 
the  bargain  which  the  noble  Lord  had  con- 
cluded on  the  part  of  the  pnUic  widi  the 
Directors.  The  noble  Lord  took  great  ere. 
dit  to  himself  for  reducing  the  payment  to 
the  Bank  for  the  management  by  180,000^. 
a-year,  which  sum,  said  the  noble  Lord, 
multiplied  by  twenty-one  years,  (the  period 
of  the  renewal  of  the  charter),  will  give 
the  public  a  total  saving  of  Bome2,€00^O00/. 
But  on  what  data  had  the  noUe  Lord  made 
his  calculations?  Why,  the  artful  atate- 
ments  of  the  Bank  Directors  themselves, 
the  major  part  of  which  had  no  eonnexion 
whatever  with  the  management  of  the 
debt.  He  was  prepared  to  show  that  the 
noble  Lord  was  in  so  favoumble  a  position 
respecting  the  Bank,  that  he  might  have 
easily  saved  the  public  6flOO,OOOL  instead 
of  2,600,000/.  The  noble  Lord  was  in  a 
great  error  in  calculating  the  amount  of 
remuneration  for  paying  the  public  oedttor. 
The  noble  Lord  took  every  million  of  the 
capital  of  the  debt  as  his  basis ;  while  the 
fact  was,  he  should  only  have  considered 
the  actual  monies  which  would  pass  through 
the  hands  of  the  Bank  for  the  payment  of 
the  debt.  Now,  this  sum  was  in  round 
numbers  30,000,000/.,  and  the  question  f<ir 
the  noble  Lord  to  consider  was,  what  would 
be  a  fair  rate  of  commission  upon  the  jiay- 
ment  of  this  sum  ?  Now,  he  appealed  to 
every  man  acquainted  with  the  money- 
market  whether  the  very  highest  rate  of 
commission  for  such  payments  was  not 
5s.  per  cent;  indeed,  there  were  many 
who  maintained  that  2«.  6d.  per  lOOL  was 
quite  sufficient ;  but  he  would  take  it  at 
5s.,  and,  at  that  rate,  it  would  be  seen  that 
67,000/.  odd  would  have  been  ample  re- 
muneration for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  or, 
taking  it  in  round  numbers,  say  70,000/., 
instead  of  the  larger  sum  of  120,000/. 
which  constituted  the  rcduood  sum  of  the 
noble  Lord.  Then,  a  great  reduction 
ought  to  have  been  made  in  the  payment 
to  the  Bank  for  its  trouble  in  the  transfers 
of  stock.  The  Bank  was  at  no  expense, 
and  at  but  little  trouble,  in  cases  of  transfer 
of  stocky  for  the  individual  transfetriog  was 
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obliged  to  employ  a  broker,  and  tbe  Bank 
had  only  tbe  trouble  of  registering. 
90,000^.,  then,  would  bave  been  ample 
reraufieration  fbr  this  trouble,  wbicb,  witb 
the  70,000/.  for  tbe  management  of  the 
debty  would  bave  been  ample  payment  to 
the  Bank^  •  while  the  public  would  bave 
n«ed  a  ooonderable  sum  annually.  In 
udditimi  to  this,  he  asked,  why  should 
not  the  public  have  the  benefit  of  the 
4,000,000/.  odd  of  balance  whidi  the  Bank 
kept  in  its  hands,  and  which  belonged  not 
to  it  and  the  use  of  which  would  in  itself 
be  a  remuneration  for  the  trouble  of  pay- 
ing the  puUic  creditor  ^  In  all  this  he 
hi^  omitted  taking  into  consideration  the 
renunenitiott  which  the  public  was  in 
fairness  entitled  to  receive  for  the  great 
additional  privileges  which  the  noble  Lord's 
measure  would  confer  on  the  Bank^as  he 
wished  to  avoid  embarrassing  the  question. 
But  the  public  was  entitled  to  this  compens- 
ation, and  the  question  was,  what  should 
be  its  amount?  He  was  not  ready  just 
then  to  answer  the  question  positively  in 
the  affirmative ;  but  he  felt  authorized  to 
assert  that  the  exclusive  monopoly  which 
the  noble  Lord  proposed  to  confer  on  the 
Bank  would  enable  it  to  add  6,000,000/. 
to  its  paper  circulation.  In  the  first  place, 
he  assumed  that,  as  the  Bank  of  England 
notes  would  be  a  legal  tender  for  country 
notes,  the  country  bankers,  who  now  kept 
gold  to  meet  their  issues,  would  be  com- 
pelled to  keep  Bank  of  England  notes  to  the 
extent— he  could  not  speak  positively,  but 
took  4,000,000/.  to  be  about  the  mark. 
And  was  the  public  to  derive  no  advantage 
from  this  privilege  ?  He  was  sure  that  the 
Bank  needed  no  consideration  from  that 
House,  for  that  in  their  very  minutest  deal- 
ings the  Bank  Directors  paid  themselves 
and  reaped  large  profits  at  the  expense  of 
the  public.  Look  at  the  single  item  of 
charge  for  the  building  in  which  the  na- 
tional creditor  was  paid  his  dividend.  They 
charged  the  public  25,500/.  per  annum 
for  this  building,  under  the  pretence  that 
it  had  originally  cost  them  550,000/.  during 
the  period  of  high  prices.  But  was  the 
Bank  of  England  to  be  an  exception  to  the 
fluctuations  of  the  market— if  it  purchased 
at  high  prices  was  the  public  to  pay  the 
difierence  when  the  prices  fell?  But 
marik  how  carefully  these  gentlemen  guard- 
ed their  own  pockets,  when  called  upon  to 
contribute  towards  the  public  expenditure. 
They  rated  and  charged  the  public  26,500/. 
per  annum  for  a  part  of  their  building. 
What  would  the  House  think  when  he  told 


them  that  they  rated  their  whole  building 
(including  this  550,000/.  part)  to  the 
Assessed-taxes  at  1,700/.  Did  not  this 
fact  speak  volumes  ?  They  were  told  by 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  for  the  Treaiiury 
that  the  reason  why  houses  were  ap* 
parently  so  disproportionately  rated  for  the 
Assessed-taxes  was,  that  for  the  very  costly 
ones  no  tenant  could  be  procured,  and  that 
they  were  therefore  rated  at  what  they 
would  let  for.  It  was  quite  fair  to  say 
that  large  houses  in  the  country  ought  not 
to  be  rated  according  to  their  origixial  cost, 
because  it  would  be  impossible  to  find  a 
tenant  to  occupy  them  at  a  proportionate 
rent ;  but  the  case  was  quite  di^rent  as 
regarded  the  Bank.  A  tenant  could  be 
found — the  country,  in  fact,  might  be  said 
to  be  the  tenant,  for  it  paid  the  rent.  He 
should  consider  it  only  fair  and  just  that 
the  Bank  should  take  a  rent  proportioned 
to  that  at  which  they  were  rated.  He 
would  not,  however,  go  into  the  subject  at 
greater  length.  He  merely  rose  to  object 
to  the  House  coming  to  any  decijdon  on 
such  an  important  subject  at  that  period 
of  the  Session,  when  Government,  night 
after  night,  were  calling  on  Members  to 
postpone  other  important  questions  as  the 
Session  was  drawing  to  a  dose,  and  it 
would  be  impossible  to  get  through  with 
them.  That  the  question  had  not  been 
brought  on  sooner  Ministers  only  were  to 
blame.  Why  had  they  not  brought  it 
forward  sooner,  and  not  leave  a  question 
of  such  importance  till  it  was  quite  im. 
possible  to  settle  it  satisfactorily?  Mr. 
Pitt,  when  he  renewed  the  Charter  in 
1800,  recommended  the  renewal,  on  the 
ground  that  the  Bank  had  been  of  great 
service  in  encouraging  the  industry  of  the 
country  and  promoting  commercial  pros- 
perity, and  that  there  could  be  no  doubc 
about  the  propriety  of  upholding  a  system 
which  had  worked  so  wclL  Tnat,  how- 
ever, could  not  be  said  now.  Times  were 
changed,  and  it  was  the  boundcn  duty  of 
the  House  to  take  time  to  consider  these 
changes,  and  all  the  complicated  bearings 
of  the  question.  He  should  therefore  sup- 
port the  Amendment. 

Sir  Henry  Parneil  had  been  a  Member 
of  the  Bank  Committee  of  last  Session,  and 
was  bound  to  declare  that  the  whole  of  its 
inquiry  and  evidence  was  ex  jxirlc  and  one- 
sided. The  Committee  pro^wsed  to  itself 
to  inquire  first  into  the  expeilicncy  of  re- 
newing the  Bank  Charter — next  as  to  the 
teims  of  the  renewal — and  next  to  inquire 
into  the  present  system  of  country  bvik 
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ins  I  evi^pnoeto  behmrd  in  r^fi^qeeto 
all  three  points.  But  tho  f«ct  wns  th»t 
no  evidence  was  beard,  it  b^ing  agiesd 
that  tlie  witnesii08  in  &vour  of  (be  Bank 
of  Kngbind  sbould  be  imt  beard,  nave  tbat 
of  Bank  Directors,  and  London  traders 
and  bankern  interested  in  the  continuance 
of  tbe  present  system  of  Bank  monopoly, 
with  tbe  exception  of  three  or  four  wit- 
nesses who  Questioned  tlus  advantage  of 
tbat  monopoly.  Tbe  character,  indeed, 
of  the  witnesses  was  sufficient  as  to  the 
evidence  which  might  be  e)^|)ected  from 
them  I  it  beiug  impossible  it  could  bo  other, 
wise  thftn  M  parte.  He  was  himself  the 
only  Member  of  tbe  Comrnittee  who  was 
opposed  to  the  renewal  of  tbe  Cbartcri 
the  hon.  Member  who  spoke  last  not  going 
all  his  length  of  opposition,  and  he  was 
prepared  with  witnesses  to  depi )sc  as  to  the 
injurious  operation  of  the  Bank  monopoly. 
But  these  witnesses  were  not  examined 
nor  indeed  were  any  examined  save  those 
be  bod  mentioned*  Ho  was  told  it  was 
too  late  a  |x;riod  of  tbe  Session*  and  that 
the  examination  should  bo  postponed  till 
njBxt  year>  He  therefore  was  obliged  to 
yield  partii:ularly  as  bis  noble  friend  (Lord 
Althorp)  told  him  that  the  iiujuiry  would 
be  renewed  during  tlie  present  Session. 
It  bap|iened  that  bo  was  not  a  Member  of 
tbat  House  when«  at  die  cammencement  of 
the  Session*  bis  noblo  friend  announced 
bis  determination  not  to  renew  the  Coni<- 
mittee  of  Inquiry.  If  be  b^  been,  he  n)ost 
certaiply  would  have  reminded  bin)  of  his 
promise,  and  inmst^  cm  ^ijig  on  with  tbe 
examination  of  the  witnesses  for  and 
egainst  the  Bank  monopoly.  On  the  face 
then  of  this  deficient  inquiry,  they  were 
called  upon  to  legislate  on  a  most  difficult 
and  momentous  subject  on  ea:  parte  and 
one-sided  evidence,  without  any  opportu- 
nity being  affi>rded  them  for  inquiring  into 
the  mischievous  consequences  of  the  Bank 
monopoly ;  and  whether  anil  how  far  the 
public  would  be  injured  by  its  being  am- 
tinued  and  without  any  opportunity  to  in- 
quire whether  the  conduct  of  tbe  Bank  in 
reference  to  the  public  was  of  a  character 
calculated  to  inspire  them  ivith  confidence 
in  <arming  it  with  additional  powers  over 
tbe  public  welfare.  In  point  of  fact,  there 
was  the  same  necessity  for  a  Committee  of 
Inquiry  now  as,  this  time  twelve  months, 
when  his  noble  friend  appointed  that  on  the 
partial  and  interested  evidence  collected  by 
which  they  were  then  called  upon  to  sanc- 
tion a  most  extraordinary  measure,  He 
really  knew  not  on  what  grounds  his  noble 


friend  could  raAiiw  this  ini|tt«y  ;  te 
as  a  question  of  polipy*  the  puUia  w«iiiA 
be  batter  satisfied  with  the  pi«s3eedipp  of 
a  Committee  than  with  the  sioglo  w^  of 
Ministers*  even  tbougli  thec^Qoet  and  reauli 
were  identical*  AComipittaeeould  muclibot* 
ter  deal,  on  the  part  of  the  public,  with  tbe 
Governor  and  Directors  of  t)ie  Bunk  ibin 
the  noble  L^ovd,  The  Governor  pownawd 
advantages  in  a  eorpeapondence  with  tb« 
noble  Lmrdi  which  he  ct>uld  pot  imwU  him* 
self  of  against  the  public,  if  sifted  hefotv  a 
Conimittae*  Would  a  Covimittae  haw,  in 
April,  made  proposals  like  thoae  of  ib« 
noble  Lord  to  tho  Governor  and  Directors 
merely  to  be  abandonod  before  the  eod  of  a 
month  ?  Than,  with  regard  to  tho  ques. 
tion  of  renewing  tbe  charter^  the  uoUe 
Lord  had  told  themi  that  ha  waa  himadf 
satisfied  that  such  reoowal  would  be  ad* 
vantageous  to  tho  public.  The  nohle  Lord 
might  have  ^ood  veason*  for  bis  opioion, 
but  it  was  ngbt  that  Parliameot  and  dm 
public  should  op  onabled,  by  inquiry,  to 
jQdga  of  their  validity.  He  held  strpog 
opinions  of  quite  an  opposite  tendeni^  to 
tnoso  of  tbe  noble  Lord :  he  niaiiitaified, 
that  e^iieriencc  was  decisive  against  the 
evil  of  all  monopolies ;  and  were  it  only 
to  inquins  liow  far,  and  in  wliat  most  effi- 
cient manner,  tho  free  trade  prindpic  could 
be  applied  to  the  Bank  of  Englapd,  be 
would  vote  for  tbe  gallant  Member's 
A-wendment.  In  addition  to  these  tbaoratic 
objections  to  the  present  ptooeading,  be 
begged  hon.  Members  to  bear  in  mina  that 
the  collateral  measures  of  tbe  noble  Lord 
were  entirely  new  and  bis  own,  aud  uot  at 
all  homo  out  even  by  tbe  ejs^ixwle  evidenoe 
of  tlie  Committee  of  last  Session.  Wen 
hon*  Members,  therefore,  prepared  to  adopt 
those  measures  witlwut  inquiry?  Had 
they  heard  any  ground  for  tbe  psopoaed 
conversion  of  Bank  of  England  notes  into 
a  legal  tender  ?  If  they  were  influenced 
by  the  authority  of  the  best  writers  on  the 
subject,  he  could  tell  them  they  were  to  a 
man  against  such  a  prcyect»  wlucb,  indeed, 
bad  no  advocates  save  anonymous  wriieni 
of  very  limited  capacity.  He  was  preperod 
to  contend  that  the  result  of  maldug  Bank 
of  England  paper  a  legal  country  tender 
would  be  the  cstaUisliing  a  paper  curreiicy 
throughout  the  country,  wim  its  ooDas* 
quencc,  gold  and  sovereigns  bearing  a  high 
premium.  He  was  also  prepared  to  4i0v> 
that  tbe  noble  Lord's  pcojected  Joint  Siock 
Company  system  would  lie  neither  more  nor 
less  than  a  perfect  bubble.  While,  on  the 
other  hand^  tbe  pnopotition  todo  afrajr  wiib 
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Ibe  Miiliiig' Jmiit  Sloak  B^nlu  weuU  \m  % 
pMlm  bmah  uf  public  faith«  tbey  having 
boea  iui4«vt«ken  at  tbe  instonce  of  the 
Lggiitatuing  and  thQ  Govemvnent.  They 
had  beep  eminoQily  siuuiewf ul  as  a  financial 
txyriinwit,  and  no  proof  had  been  given 
of  any  fanlt  of  conduct  which  couU  war* 
rant  the  proposed  xftstrictions.  Before 
$tich  changes  were  made  in  our  national 
policy^  it  was  the  duty  of  that  House  to 
institute  the  fullest  inquiryi  and  the  noble 
Lofd  was  bound  to  prove  bis  case^  before 
he  called  upon  them  to  act  u|X)u  bis  own^ 
it  might  he,  even  wise  opinions.  The  pro- 
poaitton  to  make  Bunk  of  England  paper  a 
legal  tender,  to  establish  Joint-Stock  Com* 
ponies,  and  to  repeal  the  usury  laws  in 
certain  caseSi  were  points  not  immediately 
connected  with  the  Question  of  the  renewtd 
of  the  (Charter  of  tne  Bank  of  England. 
These  were  all  experiments,  and,  he  be- 
sought the  House  to  consider  the  manifold 
evlla  which  might  arise  from  hasty  legis- 
lation on  these  subjects.  He  wished  for 
time  to  eonsider  whether  these  changes 
wen  nepesnry,  and  he  should,  therefore, 
^va  hia  vote  im  favour  of  the  Amendment 
pnipoaed  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  member 
for  Bflkon* 

Mr*  Uichmt'di,  feeling  the  inoonvenienoe 
must  result,  eithi^  from  legiskting 
wttfaout.duo  inquiry  on  this  important  sub* 
jeat,  or  fiom  leaving  tho  quastton  unsettled 
and  iiodaaidad,  after  the  Ministers  had  come 
down  to  Ihf  House  and  proposed  their  plan, 
waa  in  a  state  of  great  iipoartainj^y  with 
jiBspaat  tp  tiie  way  in  which  he  should  give 
his  vot^,  tie  agfoed  with  the  hon*  Mem» 
bar  who  had  just  apoken,  that  sovereigns 
would  be  at  a  premium  in  every  country 
town  a|^  any  distance  from  a  branch  Imnk, 
if  the  Government  plau  passed  into  a  law. 
He  waa  not,  however,  one  of  those  who 
conceived  that  much  inconvenience  would 
arise  from  this  circumstance,  because  he 
believed,  it  would  bring  into  use  a  large 
amount  of  silver.  He  considered  that  jmrt 
of  the  noble  Lord's  plan  which  related  to 
J(4ptJStock  Banks  to  be  very  important. 
N0W9  It  must  be  in  the  reooUection  of  the 
House,  that  several  years  ago  the  people 
were  not  only  allowed,  but  even  invited  by 
the  Government  to  form  Joint-Stock 
Banking  Associations,  which  were  described 
as  being  more  finn  and  less  liable  to  insol- 
vency than  banking  companies  composed 
only  of  two  or  three  members.  These 
banks  had  been  the  means  of  effecting  a 

Sat  deal  of  good  throughout  the  country. 
9  peo|^  mi  ouafidenoe  in  th^n^  be- 


cause  thoy  vara  gmiciRaUy  wall  aojuaintvd 
with  the  parties  composing  tbem,  and  they 
knew  that  each  of  tba  partners  was  liabia 
to  an  unlimited  resnonsibiUty  for  tba  debts 
of  the  Gonoem*  What,  then,  could  induce 
the  noble  Lord  to  make  this  uncalled-for 
attack  on  country  banks?  In  the  tovirn 
which  he  represented  there  existed  a  bank- 
ing 68tablisbmcnt«  with  the  nominal  capital 
of  200,000/.,  but   of  which  ^um   onlv 

20,000/.  had  been  actually  pHJd  up*  Thm 
banking  company  bad  b^n  productive  of 
the  greatest  benefit  to  t)ie  nei|;;bbnurbood. 
They  were  content  with  small  profits,  and 
were  wUIing  to  do  the  public  business  at 
a  cheap  rate;  but  was  that  any  reason  for 
the  Government  destroying  the  establish* 
ment?  If  the  noble  Lord's  plan  passed 
into  a  law,  this  company  would  have  to 
subscribe  fifty  per  cent  upon  their  nominal 
capital — that  was  100,000/.  which  they 
would  be  compelled  to  place  either  In  real 
securities  or  Government  securities.  Now, 
it  was  obvious,  that  it  would  be  contrary 
to  every  sound  principle  of  banking  for 
them  to  invest  their  money  in  real  securi- 
ties, inasmuch  as  they  could  not,  in  that 
case,  command  the  use  of  it  in  times  of 
emergency  and  panic.  They  had  the 
authority  of  Adam  Smith  upon  this  point. 
A  bank,  called  the  Ayr  Bank,  was  once 
established  in  Scotland,  on  tlie  principle 
tliat  it  would  lend  money  to  any  persons, 
no  matter  whom,  provided  they  could 
give  adequate  security.  Adam  Smith  said, 
at  the  time,  that  the  principle  was  a  bad 
one;  and  the  truth  ui  his  opinion  was 
proved  by  the  event ;  for^  in  two  or  three 
years  afterwards,  tlie  bank  stopped  pay* 
mcnt.  The  only  alternative  was  to  vest 
the  property  of  the  bank  in  Government 
securities.  If  the  100,000/.  was  so  in- 
vested, when  the  Govemmcut  securities 
were  high,  it  was  obvious  that  the  first 
cannon-shot  fired  might  reduce  the  sum  to 
60,000/.  leaving  the  partners  in  the  bank 
sufferers  to  the  amount  of  a  third  of  the 
money  so  invested.  Thus  a  bank  now 
yielding  a  profit  of  6OO/.  a^-year,  would  then 
be  camod  on  at  an  annual  loss  of  400/. 
He  believed  the  plan  of  the  noble  Lord 
would  lead  to  the  sudden  extinction  of  those 
banks ;  and  he  (Mr.  Richards)  called  upon 
the  noble  Lord  not  to  destroy  the  hopes  of 
those  who,  on  the  faith  of  Acts  ijf  Parlia. 
ment,  had  invested  their  money  in  those 
banks.  He  was  readv  to  prove,  that  those 
banks  were  beneficial,  not  only  to  the  share- 
holders, but  to  the  people  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood in  which  they  were  established^ 
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He  called  upon  the  noUe  Lord,  therefore, 
not  to  proceed  in  any  hasty  legiidatiou 
against  those  Joint.Stock  Companies.  He 
f(St  the  extreme  inconvenience  of  leaving 
the  country  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  on 
this  question ;  and,  notwithstanding  that 
he  felt  great  douht  and  difficulty  in  voting 
against  the  introduction  of  this  measure, 
yet,  under  all  the  circumstances,  he  would, 
certainly,  give  his  vote  for  postponing  the 
question  till  next  year. 

Sir  Matthew  While  Ridlci/  said,  that  the 
question  was,  whether  they  should  take  the 
subject  of  the  renewal  of  the  Bank  of 
England  Charter  into  consideration  at  pre- 
sent, or  postpone  it  to  a  future  period. 
Though  he  thought  that  many  of  the  Re- 
solutions were  contrary  to  his  interests  as  a 
country  banker,  he  did  not  consider  it  in 
that  light,  but  looked  to  it  as  a  great  mea- 
sure, in  accordance  with  the  interests  of 
the  country.  At  a  future  stage,  he  would 
endeavour  to  show  that  some  parts  of  the 
measure  were  prejudicial  to  the  public  in. 
terests ;  but  the  subject  having  been  now 
introduced,  and  having  excited  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other  the  deepest 
interest  and  attention,  he  thought  that  no- 
thing could  be  more  prejudicial  to  one  party 
or  t£e  other  than  delay.  He  was  quite 
sure,  that  the  interest  of  all  parties  would 
be  best  consulted  by  the  House  coming  to 
a  clear  and  decided  opinion  on  the  main 
principles  of  the  Resolutions.  Though  the 
period  of  the  Session  was  late,  and  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  business  on  hand,  yet 
there  would  be  plenty  of  time  to  discuss 
the  principles  of  the  Resolution,  in  order 
that  the  country  might  know  what  were 
the  feelings  and  intentions  of  Parliament 
respecting  them.  Nothing  could  be  more 
prejudicial  to  the  country  bankers  than  to 
leave  them  in  a  state  of  suspense  for  nine 
or  ten  months  respecting  the  opinion  of 
Parliament  on  this  question.  He  would 
not  then  enter  into  the  Resolutions,  but  in 
supporting  the  Motion  for  their  considering 
them  and  voting  against  the  Amendment, 
he  must  be  understood  as  not  pledging 
himself  to  vote  for  all  the  Resolutions 
themselves.  He  reserved  to  himself  the 
ri^ht  to  discuss  and  oppose  them  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  that  he  hoped  he 
should  not  be  thought  guilty  of  disrespect 
towards  the  House  if,  at  the  commence- 
roeot  of  this  important  discussion,  he  ex- 
pressed an  anxious  hope  that,  for  the  sake 
of  the  character  of  the  House,  and  the 
satisfactory  adjustment  of  this  great  <jae«- 


tion,  they  were  prepared  to  discuss  it  with 
patience,  at  least  without  manifesting  that 
reluctance   to  hear  speeches  on   flatten 
of  detail,  which   was  sometimes   mani- 
fested, in  as  much  ^  every  interest^ 
the  commercial,  the  manufacturing,  aod 
the  agricultural — was  deeply  inrolved  in 
the  settlement  of  this  important  matter.  In 
facty  there  was  no  one  question  to  which 
they  could  devote  their  time  with  more 
advantage  to  their  constituents  and  the 
country  at  large,  than  that  of  placing  the 
paper  currency  upon  a  permanent  and 
satisfactory  basis.  The  iminediate  question 
was,  whether  they  should  approve  of  the 
first  Resolution — namely,  that  the  Bank 
Charter  should  be  renewed,  or  whether 
they  should  postpone  the  consideration  of 
the  whole  subject  to  another  Session.     He 
was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  they  would 
be  abandoning  their  duty  if  they  consented 
to  postpone  the  question.    It  was  impos- 
sible,  however,  for  him  to  state  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  had  come  to  this  ooadu- 
sioD,  without  adverting  to  other  parts  of 
the  plan  proposed  by  the  noble   Lord. 
He  was  prepared  to. affirm  the  first  Reso* 
lution,  declaring  the  expediency  of  re* 
newiog  the  Bank  Charter,  beotuse  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
subject  last  year,  satisfactorily  proved,  as 
far  as  the  authority  of  that  evidence  went, 
that    it  was    expedient   for  the   peblic 
interest)  that  there  should  be  but  one 
bank  of  issue  in  the  metropolis,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  enabled  to  exercise  an 
undivided  control  over  the  issue  of  paper. 
and  give  facilities  to  commerce  in  times  of 
difficulty  and  alarm,  which  it  could  not 
give  with  the  same  effect,  if  it  were  sub- 
ject to  the  rivalry  of  another  establishment. 
The  Bank  of  England  was  at  least  as  well 
constituted  as  any  other  bank  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conducting  the  public  business 
of  the  country ;    and  he  gave  his  assent 
to  the  proposition  that  the  charter    be 
renewed,  not  with  reference  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  Bank,  but  because  it  had 
been  proved  that  the  interests  of  com- 
merce required  that  there  should  be  but  a 
single  bank  of  issue  in  the  metropolis,  aod 
that  the  Bank  of  England  should  be  that 
Bank.     He  was  also  prepared .  to  affirm 
other  parts  of  the  Resolutions.    On  the 
whole,  he  thought  it  desirable  to  assent  to 
the  5th  Resolution,  which  declared  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  Usuiy^laws  in 
certain  casea.  He  believedi  that  the  cdGsct 
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of  the  Utary^lawB  in  restricting  liberal  ac- 
commodation in  times  of  commercial  panic 
was  most  iojorious;  and  he  thought,  that 
by  permitting  bankers  to  obtain  full  in- 
terest on  their  m^ney,  the  Legislature 
incurred  no  risk  of  endangering  the  welfare 
of  any  class  by  preventing  loans  at  the 
accostomed  rate  of  interest ;   but,  on  the 
contrary,  would  supply  the  means  of  giving 
relief  to  commerce  in  times  of  difficulty. 
With  respect  to  the  terms  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  made  with  the  Bank,  as  involved 
in  the  fourth  Resolution,  he  had  nothing 
to  remark,  because  it  appeared  to  him  to 
be  a  matter  of  very  subordinate  considera- 
tion.   He  had  no  desire  to  make  a  long 
discursive  speech  upon  every  topic  which 
the  Resolutions  embraced,  and  therefore  he 
ahould  postponci  for  the  present,  any  re- 
ference to  the  manner  in  which  they  might 
affect  country  bankers,  and   joint-stock 
banking-companies  now  established.  The 
Resolutions  applying  to  them  did  not  form 
an  essential  part  of  the  noble  Lord's  plan 
for  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  England ;  be  would  reserve,  therefore, 
bis  right  to  discuss  them  at  a  more  conveni- 
ent opportunity.  What  would  be  the  effect 
on  the  public  interest,  if  country  bankers 
were  to  be  so  far  restricted,  that  they  could 
not  continae  advantageously  to  carry  on 
their  business,  he  was  not  prepared  to  dis- 
cuss at  the  present  moment;  but  there  was 
one  portionof  the  noble  Lord's  propositions, 
not  necessarily  forming  any  part  of  the 
plan  for  the  renewal  of  the  Bank  Charter, 
to  which  he  was  not  prepared  to  give 
his  assent— namely,   the   proposal  con- 
tained in  the  second  Resolution,  to  make 
the  Babk  of  England  paper  a  legal  tender 
in  all  commercial  transactions.     He  had 
not  heard,  in  the  whole  course  of  this 
discussion,  any  reason  whatever  assigned 
for  this  measure.    It  was  very  difficult  to 
predict  what  might  be  the  consequence 
of  such  a  vast  change  in  the  existing  law 
and  practice  of  the  country;  and  that  man 
would  be  guilty  of  great  presumption  who 
should  be  bold  enough  to  say,  that  the 
consequences  must,  of  necessity,  be  pre- 
jodknal.     But  the  onus  of  proving  the 

Eroicious  effect  of  such  a  measure  did  not 
with  the  opponents  of  the  noble  Lord. 
The  noble  Lord  was  bound  to  show  con- 
clusive reasons  for  the  alteration  of  the 
existing  law,  of  which  he  had  heard  with 
the  greatest  surprise.  The  noble  .Lord 
bad  not,  however,  been  pleased  to  advance 
asingle  argument  in  justification  of  his  Re- 


solution. As  far  as  authority  went  on  this 
subject,  he  thought,after  the  removal  of  the 
restriction  on  the  Bank  of  England,  it  had 
been  an  admitted  axiom  in  the  science  of 
currency,  that  paper-money,  by  whatever 
authority  issued,  should  be  convertible 
into  gold.  Every  one  must  recollect,  that 
Mr.  Burke,  when  comparing  paper-money 
in  England  with  the  French  assignats,  said, 
that  **  Our  paper  is  of  value  in  commerce, 
because,  in  law  it  is  of  none;  it  is  powerful 
on  Change,  because,  in  Westminster-hall 
it  is  impotent.  In  payment  of  a  debt  of 
20;.,  a  creditor  may  refuse  all  the  paper 
of  the  Bank  of  England.*'  This  opinion 
concerning  the  principles  of  paper-money 
was  shared  by  Mr.  Huskisson,  who,  in 
1819,  opposed  a  proposition  to  allow  en- 
gagements to  be  discharged  in  Bank  of 
England  paper,  alleging,  that  he  would 
never  consent  to  allow  one  country  bank- 
er to  discharge  his  obligations  by  the 
paper  of  another  banker.  At  present,  all 
paper  issued  by  the  banking  establishments 
of  this  country  was  liable  to  be  exchanged 
for  gold.  But  what  was  it  the  noble  Lord 
proposed  to  do  ?  To  make  all  promissory 
notes,  all  debts,  and  even  the  deposits 
placed  in  banks,  payable  by  Bank  of 
England  notes.  He  could  not  foresee  all 
the  consequences  of  that  alteration,  but  he 
could  not  consent  to  it,  unless  the  noble 
Lord  showed  him  that  some  great  evil  was 
to  be  averted,  or  some  positive  advantage 
to  be  gained  by  it.  The  noble  Lord  would 
doubtless  tell  him,  that  periods  of  panic 
occasionally  occurred,  when  the  currency 
of  the  country  was  exposed  to  danger  in 
consequence  of  the  great  demand  for  gold ; 
but  he  trusted  that  the  House  would  re- 
cognize the  clear  distinction  between  a 
commercial  and  a  political  panic.  An  in- 
stance of  a  commercial  panic  occurred 
in  1825,  and  of  a  political  panic,  in  the 
month  of  May  in  the  year  1832.  Those 
panics  arose  from  two  different  causes,  and 
their  effects  were  different.  Since  1 825, 
there  had  been  no  instance  of  a  commer- 
cial panic,  because  precautions  were  then 
taken  to  prevent  the  main  source  of  it  by 
abolishing  the  H.  and  2/.  notes;  the  cir- 
culation of  which  notes  had  tlie  effect  of 
banishing  gold  from  the  country, of  causing 
a  rise  of  prices, and  of  encouraging  that  un- 
due speculation,  to  which  a  rise  of  prices 
caused  by  excessive  paper  issues  will  in* 
fallibly  lead.  What,  then,  was  the  noble 
Lord's  motive  for  proposing  to  make  Bank 
of  England  notes  a  legal  tender?    Did  ho 
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apprehend  a  commercial  panic?  It  ap« 
peared,  he  beliered  (thougfk  he  spoke  not 
irom  accurate  knowledge,  for  he  was  not 
a  member  of  the  Committee);  but  it  appear- 
ed, he  understood,  from  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  Committee  on  Trade  and  Manu- 
factures, that  though  great  profits  were 
not  obtained,  the  trade  and  manufac- 
tures of  the  country  were  in  a  flourishing 
condition;  and  they  were  flourishing, 
because  they  were  conducted  upon  a 
tound  basis ;  the  immediate  convertibility 
of  fAiper  into  gold  being  a  sufficient  check 
against  excessive  Issues  and  undue  ipecuta- 
tion.  But  perhaps  the  noble  Lord  wished 
to  guard  againut  the  recurrence,  and  the 
efl^ects  of  political  panics ;  and  did  the 
noble  Lord  really  think  that  any  measure 
founded  on  those  Resolutions  would  answer 
that  end  ?  Political  panic  owed  its  origin 
to  very  diflferent  causes  fVom  commercial 
panic.  It  waa  not  piiMiu(«id  by  any  undue 
itimutoi  given  to  trtide :  but  l^  apprehen- 
atoHtt  that  the  institutions  of  Qovemment 
were  in  danger,  and  that  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, beingconnected  with  the  Government, 
might  consequently  be  unable  to  meet  its 
engagements.  This  was  the  case  in  May, 
1832,  at  which  period,  in  many  parts  of 
the  country,  the  notes  of  country  bank- 
ers were  considered  at  leftst  equally  as 
?ood  as  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, and  in  some  cases  were  preferred 
to  them.  He  admitted  that  there  was  a 
difficulty  in  devising  means  to  prevent 
the  occurrence  of  political  panics,  but  he 
thought  that  the  proposition  of  the  noble 
Lord  would  totally  fail  In  effeoting  that 
object.  When  once  the  people  doubted 
the  stability  of  the  Government,  they 
Would  naturally  entertain  doubts  of  the 
stability  of  the  Bank  of  England.  They 
would  then,  as  a  matter  of  course,  demand 
payment  in  gold  fbr  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  England ;  and  if  such  demand  were 
made  simultaneously  and  universally, 
there  was  no  doubt  that  the  directors  of 
the  Bank  would  not  have  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  gold  in  their  coffers  to  meet  it. 
The  Inevitable  consequence  would  then  be 
national  bonkruptcy«  Did  the  noble  Lord, 
in  his  plan,  take  any  effectual  precaution 
against  political  panic  f  He  had  been 
told,  that  in  Dublin,  the  paper  of  the 
Bank  of  England  was  actually  at  discount 
in  May,  1832.  A  banker  in  that  city 
paid  600/.  or  800/.  to  one  of  his  customers 
in  Bank  of  England  notes.     But  in  con- 
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which  then  prevailed,  a  doubt  was  enter- 
tained (an  absurd  one,  certainly),  of  iht 
stability  of  the  Bank  of  England,  tod 
the  banker  was  offered  a  considerable  pre- 
mium to  take  back  th€  notes,  and  tb  pay  la 
gold.  Nothing  could  be  more  abstud  on 
the  part  of  the  person  Who  recei^d  the 
notes  ;  but  in  transactions  of  this  kind,  the 
apprehensions  of  ignorant  and  fearfnl  peo- 
ple must  be  taken  into  account,  for  rroro 
the  contagion  of  such  apprehensions  arose 
all  the  danger  and  all  the  ciiflicultv.  Against 
this,  it  was  their  business  to  guara,  by  everv 
means  in  their  power ;  but  he  very  much 
doubted  whether  the  stsp  which  the  noble 
Lord  proposed  to  take,  Would,  in  say 
respect,  be  a  protection  against  the  recur- 
rence of  political  panics  because  the 
ultimate  tendency  of  the  noble  Lord*i 
plan  was,  to  substitute  (br  country  paper, 
the  paper  of  that  Company  who  were  the 
biokeri  of  the  OdVernment,  tod  to 
diminish  thiiqnintity  of  gold  in  ctreulatfoa, 
by  providing  a  much  less  expensive  aubsii* 
tute.  Thus,  the  plan  of  the  noble  Lord, 
far  from  providing  any  secarltv  against 
political  panics,  would  in  fact  de  likely 
to  render  them  m6re  ceftain  and  more  dis- 
astrous. He  had  heard  it  asserted^  that 
nothing  could  be  more  insecttre  thaa 
our  present  system  of  currency.  He 
entirely  dissented  f^om  that  statement. 
If  they  were  to  have  a  system  of  paper 
money  at  all,  founded  on  a  basis  of  the 
precious  metals,  he  doubted  whether 
they  could  have  one  placed  6n  a  better 
footing  than  that  which  existed  at  present. 
It  did  not  give  any  Security  against  a 
political  pdnic;  and  what  system  could? 
But  it  guarded  the  country,  as  efltictually 
as  the  nature  of  things  admitted,  against  a 
commercial  panic.  Oountty  bankets,  now, 
had  the  option  of  discharging  their  en- 

gigements  in  gold,  or  in  the  paper  of  the 
ank  of  England,  with  the  consent  of  tits 
holders  of  their  notes;  but  to  meet  the  diffi- 
culty of  a  political  panic,  the  noble  Lord 
proposed  to  pass  a  law  to  enable  the  banker 
to  pay,  ana  to  compel  the  customer  to 
take  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  E^igland. 
Was  It  possible  to  correct  etroneous  impres- 
sions by  Statute-law,  or  to  inspire  confix 
dence  by  eompnisiort  ?  Before  he  proceed- 
ed farther,  he  wishedttf  know  whether  it  was 
intended  that  the  branch  baoksof  the  Bank 
of  Engliind  should  pay,  In  gold,  the  psp^r 
issued  by  the  Bank  in  London?  [Lord 
Alfh&rp:   No.]     He,   then,    understeod 
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polled  to  pay  in  gold,  that  paper  which  they 
ihemseivet  issued ;  and  that  all  Bank  of 
England  paper  issued  in  London,  would 
only  be  payable  in  London ,  and  not  at  the 
branch  banks.  He  did  not  consider  that 
part  of  the  measure  at  all  calculated  to 
gain  public  cooRdence.  The  noble  Lord 
must  be  fully  aware^  that  when  a  panic 
occurred,  a  great  demand  for  gold  took 
place^  and  he  endeavoured  to  prevent  it 
by  makitig  Bank  of  England  notes  a  legal 
tender,  not  imagining  that  the  holders  of 
them  would  take  the  trouble  to  send  them 
to  London  to  get  them  cashed,  or  to  a 
branch  bank  forty  or  fifty  miles  distant; 
and  this  was  the  security  which  the  noble 
Lord  thought  an  effectual  one  against  a 
political  panic.  The  noble  Lord  had 
argued,  that  the  Bank  of  England,  having 
no  control  over  the  iHUe  of  the  country 
bAnk  notes,  had  consequently  no  control 
over  the  exchangei  s  and  for  the  purpose 
of  altering  this  state  nf  thitiga*  he  proposed 
to  extend  the  clrculutioti  of  Bank  of 
England  paper.  In  order  to  ascertain 
what  weight  ought  to  be  attached  to  this 
argument,  it  was  necessary  to  oompare 
the  amount  of  the  country  bank  notes  with 
the  amount  of  Bank  of  England  paper  in 
circulation.  Was  it  fitting  to  make  an  alter- 
ation in  the  monetary  system  like  that 
which  was  proposed^  without  looking  at  the 
proportion  which  the  country  bank  paper 
bore  to  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  England  T 
One  hon.  Qentlemnn  had  estimated  the 
amount  of  Bank  of  England  paper  at  five*- 
flikths  of  the  whole  circulation  of  the 
country.  This  estimate  appeared  unduly 
large  (  it  probably  could  not  be  correct ; 
but,  supposing  that  the  country  bank 
paper  amounted  to  one-fburth  or  one* 
nflli  of  the  whole  paper  circulation, 
could  its  effect  on  the  exchanges  be  so 
great  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  the 
House  to  give  the  Bank  of  England  the 
proposed  control  over  the  paper  cir- 
culation of  the  whole  country?  But, 
would  the  control  of  the  Bank  of  England 
over  the  whole  paper  circulation  of  the 
country  be  so  immediate  as  the  noble  Lord 
ei peeled  ?  Supposing  that  the  noble 
Lord's  plan  was  successful,  and  that 
country  bank  paper  was  banished  from  the 
circulation,  would  not  the  Joint  Htock 
Cooipanies  and  other  banking  establish* 
ments  require  from  the  Bank  of  England 
a  gaaraatee  to  give  them  a  certain  amount 
of  bank-notes?  The  time  might  arrive 
when  iheaa  several  ettablisbmenis  would  . 
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fbel  it  necessary  to  atail  themselves  of 
their  credit  with  the  Bank  of  England^ 
and  precisely  at  the  same  motnent  the 
Bank  of  England  might  find  it  desirable 
to  restrict  its  own  issues  for  the  purpose 
of  correcting  an  unfavourable  exchange. 
At  one  period,  the  Bank  of  England, 
acting  on  the  principle  of  a  commercial 
company,  and  desirous  of  making  the 
largest  profit  possible,  might  deal  very 
liberally  with  the  Joint  Stock  Companies, 
and  guarantee  them  a  large  amount  of 
notes,  and  by  that  guarantee,  the  Bank 
must  abide,  however  prejudicial  it  might 
be  at  the  particular  moment  to  the  coun- 
try. He  therefore  Wds  not  prepared  to 
bdmit  the  policy  of  givit>g  the  monopoly 
of  the  paper  circulstion  to  the  Bank  of 
England  t  and  if  the  noble  Lord's  plan 
should  be  adopted,  he  very  much 
questioned  whethef  the  Bank  of  England, 
by  guaranteeing  a  eortain  amotiitt  of  netM 
to  the  Joint  Stock  Comp«ni«a  ind 
country  bdnks,  ahd  thereby  plntttig  lo 
much  of  its  circulation  out  of  Its  own 
control,  would  be  able  to  exert  ail  im- 
mediate power  over  the  exchanges,  or 
provide  the  means  of  safety  in  cases  of 
difficulty  and  times  of  political  panic,  as 
at  pi«sent.  He  Was  afraid  thxt  one  of 
the  consequences  of  the  proposed  measure 
would  be  to  diminish  tne  amount  of  the 
gold  in  circulation,  to  cause  a  diflnculty  in 
making  small  payments,  and  to  lead  to  a 
demand  fbr  the  re-isshe  of  one  and  two 

Kund  notei.  In  consequence  of  gold 
ing  equally  diffused  throughout  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  country  banks^  were 
rendered  secure.  Instead  of  the  pre-* 
sent  system  of  having  gold  equally  dif* 
fused  throughout  the  country^  and  held 
by  country  bankers  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  their  engagements^  would  it  be 
safer  to  allow  it  to  accumulate  in  the 
cofiers  of  the  Bank  of  England,  or  its 
branch  banks,  (torn  which  it  could  only 
be  drawn  by  presenting  at  the  different 
banks  their  respective  notes  f  In  Scotland 
and  Ireland  a  small  paper  circulation 
existed  t  but  nothing  could  be  more  faU 
laclouB  than  to  infer,  that  because  such  a 
currency  was  safe  in  those  countries,  it 
must  be  beneficial  in  England.  The  small 
note  currency  of  Mcotland  and  Ireland  was 
upheld  by  the  gold  which  circulated  in 
this  country,  which  was  sufllicient  to  sua*- 
tain  the  superincumbent  mass  of  Eugllsbv- 
Irish,  and  Scotch  paper.  But  if  we  Ibtro* 
duced  the  Scotch  syatem  into  Bnglantlr 
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there  would  not  be  security  for  our  paper 
oirculation  ev6a  for  a  month.  That  which 
waa  good  as  a  medium  of  circulation  in 
Scotland  to  the  extent  of  3,000,000/., 
and  in  Ireland  to  the  extent  of  2,000,000/., 
would,  in  England,  where  it  must  extend 
to  30,000,000/.,  utterly  and  completely 
fail.  The  noble  Lord  said,  that  his  plan 
would  not  diminish  the  amount  of  gold 
circulating  in  the  country,  and  yet  the 
plan  of  the  noble  Lord  gave  every  private 
banker  a  direct  interest  in  discouraging  the 
circulation,  of  coin.  If  there  was  an  over- 
issue of  paper,  it  fell  back  on  the  bankers 
again  from  whom  gold  was  demanded. 
NoWy  there  were  400  private  bankers  in 
the  country.  [An  Hon*  Member  said : 
500.]  He  would  take  the  number  at  500. 
The  noble  Lord  was  going  to  close  500 
sources  from  whence  gold  is  now  issued 
to  the  holders  of  paper  who  had  confidence 
in  that  paper,  because  it  was  so  readily 
convertible  at  will.  A  great  difficulty 
he  was  persuaded  would  be  felt  in  making 
small  payments  from  the  deficiency  of 
gold ;  and  though  the  noble  Lord,  would, 
of  course,  be  very  unwilling  to  issue  1/. 
and  2/.  notes,  there  were  other  ways  of 
accomplishing  that  end .  There  was  no  law 
against  issuing  notes  for  5/.  lOs.,  or  for 
five  guineas.  Here  then  was  a  mode 
of  supplying  the  deficiency  of  a  gold 
circulation.  There  might  be  notes  of  6/. 
and  a  man  who  had  I/,  to  pay  might  give 
6/.  and  receive  5/.  in  return,  or  with  notes 
of  5i.  1 0s.  or  51, 6s.  be  might  pay  1  Os.  or  5s., 
receiving  back  a  5/.  note.  He  believed  that 
something  of  the  kind  occurred  even  in 
Ireland,  where  the  issue  of  notes  for  35s. 
and  25s.  banished  silver  from  circulation. 
Thus  the  inconvenience  arising  from  the 
gradual  disappearance  of  gold,  would  not 
at  first  be  sensibly  felt.  Partial  remedies, 
such  as  these  to  which  he  had  been  re- 
ferring, would  be  resorted  to,  and  he 
should  not  be  aware  of  the  full  extent  of 
our  danger  until  after  the  gold  coin  had 
disappeared  and  some  cause  or  other  led 
to  a  general  and  simultaneous  demand  for 
it  in  exchange  for  paper.  The  noble 
Lord  denied,  that  he  contemplated  the 
depreciation  of  the  standard  or  increased 
facilities  for  paper  issues.  But  his  plan 
was  supported  by  those  who  contemplated 
both  these  results,  as  the  consequences  of 
it,  and  without  such  support  founded  on 
4uch  motives  the  noble  Lord's  plan  had 
no  chance  of  being  carried.  The  noble 
liord  might  consider  that,  by  establishing 


the  monopoly  of  the  Bank  of  Eogtand, 
through  facilities  given  to  Joint  Stock 
Banks  to  circulate  its  notes,  and  by  the  de- 
struction of  the  country  banker,  he  was  pro- 
ducing an  advantageous  state  of  things: 
but  he  doubted  it.  [Mr.  Hume:  Hear!  bear!] 
On  that  point  he  was  glad  to  find  that  the 
hon.  member  for  Middlesex  agreed  with 
him,  if  in  nothing  else.  I^t  them  suppose, 
that  by  encouraging  the  monopoly  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  it  was  enabled  to  dri»e 
the  country  banks  out  of  the  field ;  for, 
although  the  law  would  still  permit  the 
establishment  and  continuance  of  private 
banks,  yet  it  was  quite  clear,  that  Cooipa- 
nies  might  be  formed  on  so  ex  tensive  a  scale, 
and  with  such  privileges,  as  to  make  it 
impossible  for  private  individuals  to  com- 
pete with  them.  It  was  known  that  Com- 
panies had  considered  it  profitable  to  sacri- 
fice a  part  of  their  capital  for  the  purpose 
of  ruining  an  individual  trader.  It  was 
possible,  then,  that  the  ultimate  effect  of 
this  plan  would  be  so  far  to  injure  the 
trade  of  the  country  banker  as  to  make  it 
impossible  for  him  to  carry  on  his  business. 
Now,  provided  security  were  taken  against 
their  paper  being  issued  in  excess,  there  was 
great  advantage  in  permitting  the  issue  of 
paper  by  solvent  country  banks.  They 
had  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
farmers,  and  retail  dealers  in  their  neigh* 
bourhood  than  could  be  obtained  by  any 
Joint-Stock  Bank,  or  by  the  agents  of 
the  Bank  of  England .  They  could ,  there- 
fore, deal  out  credit  more  liberally  than 
the  Bank  of  England,  They  could, 
from  knowing  the  character  of  parties, 
accept  personal  security,  and  thus  give  to 
an  industrious  and  enterprising  man  that 
accommodation  which  the  other  banks 
would  not  afford  without  real  securities. 
Country  bankers  could  issue  paper  on 
cheaper  terms  than  Joint-Stock  Banks, 
What  objection,  then,  could  there  be  to 
the  country  banks  issuing  their  paper,  pro- 
vided that  paper  was  convertible  into  gold  ? 
He  doubted,  therefore,  if  they  would  gain 
the  object  they  had  in  view — of  giving  ad- 
vantages to  the  agricultural  and  com* 
mercial  part  of  the  community  by  a  mea- 
sure which  might  destroy  the  country 
bankers.  He  doubted,  if  it  were  wise, 
supposing  that  such  would  be  the  effect, 
to  destroy  country  bankers.  All  these 
were  considerations  which  ought  to  have 
weight  with  the  House  before  they  cauie 
to  any  determination,  and  particularly 
before  they  came  to  any  Resoluiion,  de* 
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daring  that  the  Bank  of  England  notes 
should  be  a  legal .  tender.     He  repeated, 
that  be  did  not  agree  with  the  noble  Lord, 
that  those  who  opposed  his  system  were 
bound  to  point  out  the  disadvantages  of 
adopting  it.      The    noble   Lord    should 
demonstrate  the  evils  of  the  present  sys- 
tem and  the  advantages  of  that  change  he 
proposed,  before  he  called  on  the  House 
of  Commons  to  alter  that  which  it  ever 
had    been,    with  the   exception  of  the 
period  of  the  Bank  Restriction  Act,  and 
which  he  should  ever  contend  ought  to 
be,  the  principle  of  the  law — namely,  that 
those  who  circulated  paper  engagements, 
undertaking  to  pay  certain  sums  of  money, 
should  be  bound  to  give  in  exchange  for 
those  promises  a  definite  weight  of  the 
precious  metals.     Before  the  noble  Lord 
departed  from  the  great  principle  of  mak- 
ing a  man  responsible  for  what  he  promised 
— before  the  noble  Lord  exonerated  him 
from  discharging  his  debt  in  the  standard 
coin  of  the  realm^the  noble  Lord  was  bound 
to  make  out  a  very  strong  case.  The  noble 
Lord  proposed  to  go  further  than  the  Bank 
Restriction  Act,  of  1797.    That  Act  did 
not  make  Bank  of  England  notes  a  legal 
tender — it  only  deprived  the  creditor  for 
a  time  of  a  summary  remedy  against  the 
debtor  on  the  tender  of  Bank  of  England 
paper.     The  parties  were  still  responsible 
for  the  payment.    The  noble  Lord  pro- 
posed  not   only  to  protect  the.  parlies 
against  summary  process^  but  gave  them 
thSpir  discharge  altogether  on  tendering  the 
paper  of  the  Bank  of  England.    That 
paper  was  to  be  legal  payment  also,  not 
only  for  public  taxes,  but  for  all  deposits 
and  all  debts.    To  this  measure,  consider- 
ing it  a  departure  from  the  principle  of  the 
Act  of  1819,  and  from  the  true  principles 
which  should  govern  a  paper  currency,  he 
could  not  give  his  support. 

Lord  AUkorp  thought,  he  had  already 
stated  the  reasons  why  he  asked  the  House 
to  agree  to  these  Resolutions.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  assumed  that  he  proposed 
thu  plan  in  order  to  avoid  political  panics. 
If,  however,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
recollected  the  evidence  given  before  the 
C'-oromitteeof  last  Session,  he  would  recollect 
that  all  the  witnessses,  without  any  excep- 
tion, gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  it  was  not 
possible  by  any  means  to  guard  against  poli- 
tical panics.  That,  therefore,  was  not  his  ob- 
ject. He  did  not  expect  to  guard  agiiinst  them. 
He  never  had  supposed  it  ]>ossible  to  gimnl 
against  political  panics.     The  object  he  had 
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in  view  in  making  the  proposition  was  this 
— all  the  persons  who  gave  evidence  as 
to  the  cause  of  commercial  panics  agreed  in 
this;  that,  at  the  very  time  they  Uxke  place, 
all   the    bankers   who  issued  notes   were 
obliged  to  provide  themselves  with  coin  in 
proportion  to  the  demand  likely  to  ho  made 
on  them.     To  do  that  the  country  bankers 
took  care  not  only  to  collect  all  the  coin 
possible  in  their  own  neiglibourhood,  but 
they  made  large  demands  on  the  metropolijt 
for  coin.     The  consequence  was,  that  there 
was  this  internal  drain   on  the  Bank  of 
England  for  gold  at  the  very  mmncnt  that 
there   was  also  a  large  drain  on  it  from 
abroad,   in  consequence  of   the  exchange 
being  against  us.     There  were  thus  two 
drains  on  the  Bank — the  internal   drain, 
and  the  drain  from  abroad.     It  appeared, 
therefore,  to  him,  that  it  would  be  a  great 
advantage  if  he  could  get  rid  of  one  of 
those  drains;  and  for  that  reason  he  hud 
proposed    this    change*      The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seemed  to  think,  that  the  .500 
banks  now  kept  a  reserve  of  cash,  but  the 
evidence  did  not  altogether  bear  out  tlie 
supposition  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet.    It 
was  given  in  evidence  before  the  Commit- 
tee last  year,   that  the  country  linkers 
generally  kept  gold  in  proportion  only  to 
one-twentieth  of  their  liabilities.    They 
possessed  all  of  them  convertible  securities ; 
and  whenever  they  were  pressed  for  cash, 
these  securities  were  sent  to  London,  and 
coin  required  for  them.     He  did  not  see, 
therefore,  that  his  plan  would  have  the 
eflect  of  driving  the  coin  out  of  circulation, 
though  he  readily  admitted,  that,  if  one- 
pound  notes  were  issued,  they  would  drive 
the  coin  from  circulation.    Experience  liad 
proved,  that  paper  and  coin  of  the  same  de- 
nomination could  not  circulate  together; 
but  if  the  paper  were  of  a  higher  denomi. 
nation  than  the  coin,  it  would  not  super- 
sede the  use  of  it,  and  both  might  circulate 
together.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  ar- 
gued as  if  the  country  bankers  seldom  «rot 
coin  from  London,  but  he  believed,  that  the 
country  bankers    seldom    collected   much 
coin  from  their  own  neighbourhood,  hut 
rather  drew  it  in  large  sums  at  once  from 
London.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said, 
that  the  plan  would  be  supported  as  tending 
to  depreciation — he  had  not  proposctl  it 
with  that  view.    He  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.   Baronet  that  depreciation  was  most 
undesirable ;  but  he  did  not  see,  looking  at 
the  state  of  the  country — ^looking  at  the 
facility  of  communication  with  every  part 
of  it — he  did  not  see  how  it  wa^t  po^isible 
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for  a  different  value  to  exist  for  paper  con- 
vertible into  gold,  and  gold,  in  any  part  of 
the  country.  He  felt  convinced,  that  the 
facility  of  communication  would  keep  tho 
convertible  paper  and  the  metallic  currency 
every  where  at  the  same  value.  He  could 
not  conceive  it  possible  that  tliere  should 
be  any  difierence  of  value  of  these  two  ar- 
ticles in  any  part  of  the  country.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  that  it  would 
entirely  annihilate  the  country  bankers; 
but  he  (Lord  Althorp)  could  not  conceive 
that  such  would  be  the  effect.  It  would 
only  make  the  country  bankers  circulate 
the  Bank  of  England  notes,  lodging  proper 
securities.  If  the  Bank  of  England  took 
care  that  the  amount  of  the  securities  re- 
mained about  the  same,  there  could  be  no 
great  variation  in  the  amount  of  the  issues. 
The  effect  would  be  the  same  as  if  the 
Bank  discounted  the  bills  of  other  dealers. 
Certainly,  it  would  give  the  Bank  a  more 
complete  control  over  the  circulation  than 
at  present,  should  any  occasion  ariac,  when, 
from  the  competition  of  banks,  or  other 
circumstances,  there  might  be  an  inereaae 
of  circulation*  He  was  in  hopes  that  the 
plan  would  supply  great  additional  accom- 
modation, and  at  the  same  time  he  believed, 
that  it  would  prevent  fluctuations  in  the  cur- 
rency, and,  consequently,  danger  to  the 
country.  It  was  well  known  tbat  at  the 
very  time  when  the  exchange  first  turned 
against  tbis  country,  the  demand  for  ac- 
commodation increased,  which  the  country 
banks,  little  affected  by  the  rate  of  the  Ex- 
changes, were  ready  to  supply.  The  con- 
sequence was,  an  incroaso  of  paper  got  into 
circulation,  when  it  ought  to  be  diminished, 
and  great  fluctuations,  and  great  danger 
ensued.  He  concurred  with  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  in  his  opinions  of  the  Scotch  sys- 
tem, which  did  very  well  as  lung  as  the 
Scotch  bankers  had  the  stores  of  the  Bank 
of  England  to  apply  to.  That  system  owed 
its  safety  to  the  bullion  kept  in  the  Bank 
of  England.  lie  concurred  with  the  right 
h(m.  Gentleman,  that  if  the  Scotch  system 
were  spread  into  England,  it  would  place 
the  country  in  great  danger.  He  had  been 
required,  ho  thought,  to  explain,  and  there, 
fore  he  had  done  so  immediately  after  the 
right  hon.  Baronet. 

Mr.  Foster  had  nonobjection  to  the  first 
part  of  the  plan,  but  he  had  great  objec- 
tions to  establishing  local  banks  with 
partners  of  limited  responsibility.  He  had 
also  great  objections  to  make  to  that  part 
of  the  plan  which  went  to  make  Bank 
4}f  England  notes  a  legal  tender.     It  was 


founded  on  an  erroneous  principle^  and 
in  his  opinion,  pregnant  with  dai^ger.  He 
believed,  that  it  would  not  decrease  the 
demand  for  gold  in  panics*  but  would  in- 
crease it;  and  as  the  country  bankeravouU 
then  have  none,  and  would  only  haw 
Bank  of  England  notes  it  would  much  in- 
crease the  danger.  He  entir<dy  oomsiumd 
with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  tippocitei  ia 
thinking,  tluit  making  Bank,  or  Eogbiiid 
notes  a  legal  tender  would  not  nceve^t  a 
run  for  gold.  There  would  lie  many 
simultaneous  demands  on  the  Bank,  and 
the  consequences  would  be  serioua. 

Miyor  Handle^  said,  whether  the  plan 
propotiod  by  the  noble  Lord  were  for  good 
or  evil,  he  had  come  tn  the  conclusion^  that 
it  was  necessary  at  once  to  consider  the 
question.  Whether  the  plan  would  enlarge 
or  contract  the  currency  he  did  not  know, 
but  he  knew  that  to  leave  upon  the  country 
the  incubus  of  uncertainty  would  be  injuri- 
ous to  the  Interests  of  comroeroe.  He  oouU 
not,  therefore*  consent  to  the  AnieiiJmeot 
for  postponing  the  discussion.  Ha  felt, 
also,  bound  to  add,  that  the  Houar  had 
ascertained  a  sufficient  number  of  principles 
to  enable  it  to  proceed  to  a  decision,  without 
the  necessity  en  further  inquiry.  When  he 
first  perused  these  Hesulutionfi,  he  thought 
that  they  would  have  the  eflect  of  giving  a 
stimulus  to  the  circulating  medium,  but 
he  had  since  found  that  they  coatainad 
sedatives  as  well  as  stimulants,  ior  in 
retired  parts  of  the  country  the  circuktioD 
would  be  contracted  ^producing  distress 
and  lots  in  the  agricultural  part  of  ,the 
county.  He  should,  therefore,  oppoae 
some  of  tho  Resolu  tion«,  but  ho  should  think 
it  his  duty  to  vote  for  now  considering  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Baring  had  followed  tlus  suh|eci 
closely,  and  had  attended  diligently  to  its 
history,  and  lie  could  not  reconcile  it  to 
himself  to  allow  it  to  go  to  tlie  vole  with- 
out offering  a  few  ubservations  to  the 
House.  There  was  a  great  diversity  of 
opinion  on  this  subject ;  and  as  it  was  one 
which  might  be  discussed  without  party 
views,  those  differences  shoukl  convince  the 
noble  Lord,  that  the  opposition  tohia  Motion 
was  honest,  and  founded  on  oonvictioii.  h 
was  im|X)ssible  to  look  at  the  queatioOi  and 
not  regret  the  period  of  the  Sesoon  at  which 
it  was  brought  on.  It  was  now  past  Mid- 
summer, and  it  was  brought  forwaid  for 
the  first  time.  It  was  impossible  to  me 
what  went  forward  in  that  House-««t  least 
nobody  acquainted  with  the  Houat^  but 
must  know  that  this  was  a  season  whan 
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hardly  iiny  mbject  could  be  urged  which 
could  hirlj  atltact  the  attention  of  the 
House.    One-half  of  their  time  they  were 
counted  oat,  and  the  other  half  they  at- 
tended HO  reluctantlj,  that  it  wot  almost 
physioaUy  impossible  that  any  important 
businesi  could  be  adequately  diseuMed.     If 
all  the  eases  before  the  House,  if  aU  the 
mibjecti  under  discufBion,  were  to  be  fairiy 
andf  adequatdy  diseusied,  he  did  not  lee 
how  they  could  get  to  the  end  of  the  Sea- 
sion  for  several  months.     There  was  not 
only  the  Bank  qoeition,  but  there  weie  five 
or  six  other  questions  of  almost  equal  or 
f^reater  importance,  and  no  decision  had 
been  come  to  on  any  of  them,  further  than 
agreeing  to  some  general  principles.    There 
wss  the  question  c^  the  West  Indies,  and 
of  voting  20,000,00(tf.   ["  queglUm,  aueg- 
/ton/"]      He  did  not  see  why  the  non. 
Member  called  ^'question!"  but,  certainly, 
if  every  person  who  attempted  to  address 
the  House  on  the  subject  under  discus- 
sion were  to  be  interrupted,  he  saw  no 
means  of  getting  through  it.    The  ques- 
tion before  them  was  undoubtedly  of  great 
importance,  and  he  was  referring  to  the  fact, 
that  half  a  doxen  other  questions  of  equal 
imponanoe  had  been  brought  before  them, 
ss  a  reason  why  this  might  be  delayed.    He 
contended  that  the  Bank  Committee  had 
not  inquired  into  all  the  subjects  connected 
with  the  renewal  of  the  Cbarteiv^had  not 
inquired  at  all  into  the  bargain  made  with 
the  Bank— had  not  inquired  into  the  mode 
of  deaUng  with  country  bankers ;  and  there- 
fore he  was  of  opinion,  that  they  were  not 
then  ready  to  discuss  those  matters.     He 
thought  it  would  have  been  proper  to  post, 
pmie  this  question,  had  the  Government  in 
the  first  instance  resolved  to  do  it ;  but  as 
it  hsd  been  discussed,  and  as  the  Resolutions 
hsd  been  proposed,  that  gave  the  matter  a 
new  aspect,  and  made  him  say,  it  ought  to 
he  settled  at  once,  for  otherwise  they  might 
shake  the  confidence  of  the  country.     Cer- 
tainly, the  essential  parts  of  this  question 
ought  now  to  be  settled.     The  immediate 
question  they  had  now  to  decide  was,  whe- 
ther the  first  Resolution  should  be  agreed 
^    That  Resolution  was,  ''  That  it  was 
the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the 
Bsnk  Charter  should  be  renewed."    On 
thst  aubject  he  believed,  that  the  opinions 
^  qU  the  witnesses  had  been  in  favour  of 
^^  renewal.    The  universal  opinion  was, 
|hat  the  Bank  was  a  useful  institution,  had 
'^^  honourably  conducted,   and  that  it 
would  be  injurious  to  the  public  to  establish 
^y  other  bank  of  issue  in  the  neighbour- 


hood of  the  metropolis.  The  right  hon 
Baronet,  the  member  for  Dundee,  who  had 
attempted  to  make  out  the  reverse  of  that 
proposition,  had  entirely  failed  in  doing  so. 
So  far  then  it  seemed,  that  the  first  Resolu- 
tion was  established.  He  had  a  few  ob- 
servations to  make  on  the  second  Resolution, 
on  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  mem« 
her  for  Tamworth  had  made  a  speech, 
which,  had  produced,  like  most  ojf  his 
speeches,  a  great  impression  on  the  House. 
He  himself  must  say,  that  he  thought  it  was 
a  judicious  proceeding  to  make  Bank  paper 
a  legal  tender  in  the  country,  and  in  the 
country  banks.  He  had  long  thought, 
that  a  measure  of  that  sort  would  be  bene- 
ficial. It  was  not  that  he  thought  it  possi-* 
ble  to  bring  paper  altogether  into  compe- 
tition with  specie,  but  it  was  because  he 
entertained  a  strong  suspicion,  that  such  a 
measure  would  have  the  effect  of  placing 
the  currency  on  a  safer  foundation,  and 
maintaining  the  par  value  of  the  coin.  It 
would,  in  fact,  be  only  dains  that  by  law 
which  was  now  done  by  individuals,  for 
their  private  convenience.  At  this  time, 
thougn  a  man  was  liable  to  pay  his  debts 
in  gold,  he  did,  in  fact,  pay  Uiem  by  a 
cheque,  yet  no  one  thou^t  that  that  ctts« 
torn  was  injurious  to  the  safety  of  public 
credit,  although  the  cheque  was,  in  the 
first  instance,  paid  in  paper,  and  that  paper 
circulated  before  it  was  converted  into  gold. 
The  great  object,  indeed,  of  this  country 
was  to  preserve,  in  its  paper  currency,  a 
power  of  quick  convertibility  into  gold. 
He  saw  no  possible  danger,  but  great  l^ne- 
fit,  from  such  a  measure.  If  there  was  a 
^neral  panic,  and  aU  the  public  concurred 
m  making  a  run  for  gold,  injury  to  the 
public  must,  under  the  present  state  of  cur- 
rency, necessarily  arise ;  for  there  was  no 
state  of  currency  that  could  stand  such  a 
shook.  But  that  case-^the  case  of  a  poli« 
deal  panio— was  of  rare  occurrence.  In  the 
case  of  a  commercial  panic,  the  state  of 
things  was  totally  altered,  and  there  were 
ten  of  the  latter  for  one  of  the  former.  It 
was  against  the  latter,  therefore,  that  they 
ought  chiefly  to  attempt  to  provide;  for 
the  former  was  pretty  well  beyond  their 
power.  With  respect  to  a  commercial 
panic  one  example  was  worth  fifty  »gu<- 
ments.  In  that  of  1825,  the  panic  arose^ 
not  from  any  unfortunate  state  of  foreign 
exchanges  with  reference  to  this  country, 
but  from  a  want  of  confidence  in  the 
bankers  of  the  country ;  and  the  run  was 
upon. the  Bank  of  England,  but  not  for 
gold ;  for  the  run  was  put  an  end  to  by 
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payments  in  bank  paper.  It  seemed  to 
him,  therefore,  that  the  seoond  Resolution 
might  be  with  propriety  adopted ;  and  he 
could  not  hesitate  in  declaring,  that  he 
concurred  in  it  With  respect  to  the 
bargain  made  by  the  Government  with  the 
Bank,  it  was  said  by  some  Gentlemen, 
that  the  interests  of  the  country  had  been 
sacrificed.  If  that  were  so,  the  Bank  could 
hardly  make  a  sufficient  compensation ;  but 
it  was  not.  He  must  admit,  that  he  thought 
the  Bank  had  had  a  little  the  advantage  of 
the  noble  Lord  on  this  occasion,  or  rather 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  not  made  all  that 
he  could  in  the  bargain*  But  then  it  was 
said,  that  the  Bank,  in  ^he  management  of 
their  own  business,  did  not  attend  to  the 
interests  of  the  country,  but  of  themselves, 
and  always  acted  with  a  view  to  their  own 
profit,  in  preference  to  every  other  con- 
sideration. He  could  only  say,  that  when 
he  was  connected  with  the  Bank,  which 
was  long  ago,  that  was  not  the  case^  nor 
did  he  believe  that  it  had  ever  been  so 
since ;  but  that  all  questions  decided  by  the 
Bank  Directors,  who  took,  as  they  were 
bound  to  do,  proper  care  of  the  interests  of 
the  institution  over  which  they  presided, 
Were  so  decided  with  every  possible  view 
to  the  public  advantage^  Indeed,  they 
would  take  but  a  shallow  view  of  their 
own  interests  if  they  did  otherwise.  Those 
who  thought  otherwise  were  wrong ;  and 
he  believed,  that  a  body  of  men  more 
honourable  in  their  personal  character, 
or  more  fit  to  be  trusted,  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  any  combination  of  law  to 
produce.  With  respect  to  that  part  of  the 
noble  Lord's  Resolutions  which  related  to 
the  country  bankers,  he  wished  the  noble 
Lord  to  consider  whether  he  could  not  put 
it  off  till  the  next  Session*  That  part  of 
the  Resolutions  formed  no  part  of  the 
agreement  with  the  Bank  of  England  ;  and 
the  tloble  Lord  might  consider  whether  it 
was  not  possible  for  him  to  pass  the  rest  of 
the  Resolutions,  and  postpone  that  port  of 
the  plan  to  another  time.  He,  himself, 
had  always  been  rather  favourable  to  Joint 
Stock  Companies;  but  if  these  branch 
banks  were  to  drive  out  the  smaller  banks, 
he  should  think  that  the  consequences  of 
such  a  measure  were  greatly  to  be  dreaded. 
The  smaller  banks  gave  accommodation 
which  great  establishments  could  not  do — 
they  went  into  petty  details  with  the 
farmers  and  smaller  traders  in  their  neigh, 
bourhood  in  a  manner  which  the  larger 
banks  could  not,  and  would  not  imitate 
'-—and  they  acted  in  that  way  much  to  the 


benefit  of  the  country.  He  should  abo 
propose  to  the  noble  Lord  to  adopt  the 
following  alteration  in  the  wording  of  the 
Resolution.  As  it  now  stood,  it  &clared, 
**'  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
provided  the  Bank  of  England  dull  be 
bound  by  law  to  discharge  its  notes  in 
gold."  Why  the  Bank  was  bound  by  law 
so  to  discharge  their  notes  ;  and  the  wordi 
ought  to  be  '^  so  long  as  the  Bank  shall 
continue  to  discharge  its  liabiltties.'*  He 
should  only  now  add,  that  he  sbcmld  prefer 
the  ResolutioUj  if  the  payment  were  to  he 
confmed  to  London. 

Sir  Francis  BurdeU  said^  he  had  a 
strong  impression  not  at  all  conformaUe 
to  the  views  adopted  in  the  ResoliitioDs 
generally ;  but  he  was  inclined  to  vote 
for  the  two  first,  and  he  did  not  think  that 
doing  80  would  pledge  him  to  support  the 
rest.  He  should^  therefore,  give  his  aasent 
to  the  first  and  second  Resolutions.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet,  who  had  attempted  to 
show  that  the  principle  of  free  trade  ought 
to  be  applied  to  thu  system,  had  failed  in 
the  object  of  his  argument ;  for  those  rea- 
sons which  operated  generally  most  adverse, 
ly  to  the  granting  of  monopolies  might  here 
be  cited  in  favour  of  this  particular  monopo- 
ly. The  objection  to  monopolies  generally 
was,  that  they  restricted  the  circulation 
of  goods  and  enhanced  their  value.  That 
was  the  very  object  up  to  a  certain  extent, 
which  ought  to  be  sought  after  with  regard 
to  paper  curtency,  and  therefore  the  gene, 
ral  reasoning  against  monopolies  did  not 
apply.  He  was  friendly  to  what  he  migfit 
term  a  relaxation  of  the  currency,  if  tlmt 
could  be  effected,  as  he  thought  it  could, 
without  danger  to  the  public  He  thought 
it  might  be  effected  in  the  present  instance. 
The  commercial  panics  which  were  so 
much  to  be  dreaded  were  usually  causrd 
by  the  impossibility  of  oontroUIng  the 
issues  of  the  country  bankers,  hut  he 
thought  that  that  control  would  be  estah. 
lished  by  this  measure.  The  two  first 
Resolutions  might  then  be  agreed  to,  and 
the  others  discussed  afterwards. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  after  an  expression 
in  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
(Sir  Francis  Burdett),  he  could  not  remain 
silent,  more  Especially  when  he  remember- 
ed the  vote  they  had  lately  given  ag^nst  the 
depreciation  of  the  currency.  The  hon.  Ba- 
ronet talked  of  a  relaxation  of  the  currency.** 
Why,  what  was  a  relaxation  of  the  currency 
but  a  depreciation  of  the  currency?  U 
that  was  to  be  the  effect  of  these  Hewitt- 
tions,  he  should  oppose  them.    He  agived 
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with  the  arguments  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
nmet  below  him  (Sir  Robert  Peel),  and 
believed  that  the  result  of  the  whole  plan 
would  be  to  produce  a  depreciated  cur- 
rency. Yet  what  had  the  noble  Lord  said 
on  that  subject  not  long  smce?  Why, 
that  a  canency  ought  not  to  be  maintained 
but  on  the  principle  of  perfect  oonverti. 
biJity.  If  that  principle  was  not  maintain- 
ed—if we  were  to  have  a  depreciated 
currency,  we  should  be  descending  the 
ladder  ogain.  He  believed  that  the 
bargain  the  Government  had  made  with 
the  Bank  was  improvident  for  the  public, 
and  looking  at  that,  and  looking  at  the 
fact  that  the  Bank-notes  were  only  to  be  con- 
vertible in  London,  he  could  not  consent 
to  adopt  the  noble  Lord's  Resolutions.  He 
should  certainly  vote  for  postponing  the 
consideration  of  the  Resolutions  to  another 
Session. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  Amend- 
n»ent:     Ayes    83;    Noes  316— Majority 


List  of  the  Ayes. 

Aglionby,  II.  A.  Hoskins,  K. 

Andover,  Lord  Hume,  J. 

Aslley,  Sir  Jacob  Ilutt,  W. 

Auwood,  M.  Irton,  J. 

Bainbridge,  E.  T.  James,  W. 

Baldwin,  Dr,  Lester,  C 

Baring,  F.  Lowlhcr,  Lord 

Beaumont,  T.  W.  Lowther,  Hn.  Colonel 

Berkeley,  G.  Moreton,  Hon.  H. 

Biddulph,  R,  Morison,  J. 

Blackstonc,  W.  S,  Nagle,  Sir  R, 

Blake,  M.  O'Brien,  C, 

Blaraire,  W,  O'Connell,  J, 

Bowes,  J.  O'Connell,  M. 

Brotherton,  J.    ,  O'Dwyer,  A.  C. 

Brocklehursl,  J.  Parker,  Sir  H. 

Bulwer,  H.  Parnell,  Sir  H. 

Butler,  Colonel  Peel,  Colonel 

Calvert,  N.  Pigott,  R. 

Cayley,  E.  S.  Potter,  R. 

UwpliD,  Colonel  Plumptre,  J.  P. 

y;kaytor.  Sir  W.  Richards,  J. 

tlayton,  W.  R.  C.  Rickford,  W, 
Ouncombe,  Hon.  W.      Roche,  W. 

K^ans,  G.  Romilly,  E. 

FaithfuU,  G,  Ronayne,  D. 

jellowes,  Hon.  N.  Ruthven,  E.  S. 

Melding,  J.  Ruthven,  E. 

*'»»?  W.  Scholefield,  J. 

{•azsiroon,  C.  Scott,  Sir  E. 

Joresler,  Hon.  C,  Scrope,  P, 

f  owier,  C.  S.  Shawe,  R.  N. 

J;alway,  J.  M.  Stanley,  E, 

^}^^\  D.  Strutt,  E. 

^«bome,T.  Tancred,  H.  W. 

Godson,  R.  Tayleiir,  W. 

^«t.J.  Trelawny,  W.  L, 

H»wluw,  J.  H.  Tyrell,  C. 


Williams,  Colonel 
VViUiams,W.A. 

TELLKA. 

Torreusy  Colouel 


Vesey,  U.  N. 
Wallace,  T. 
Wason,  R. 
Welby,  G.  E. 
Whalley,  Sir  S. 

The  Main  Question  was  then  put, 

Mr,  Pouletl  Scrope  protested  against  the 
original  Resolution,  but  his  speech  was 
drowned  by  loud  cries  of  "Question!" 
"  Divide ! "  "  Adjourn  ! "  "  Oh,  oh  ! "  and 
sundry  expressions  of  impatience.  After 
trying  for  some  time  to  obtain  a  hearing, 
the  hon.  Member  moved  that  the  Chair*, 
man  do  report  progresH. 

Mr.  ODwyer  declared  that  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Political  Unions  so  much 
abused  in  that  House,  bat  in  no  Political 
Union  had  he  witnessed  such  uproar  as  he 
had  just  heard.  [Great  itUerruption'] 
This  was  a  question  which  deeply  affected 
the  interests  of  the  Empire,  and  it  was 
monstrous  that  hon.  Members  should  come 
down  to  the  House  apparently  with  a  de- 
termination not  to  listen  to  what  was  said, 
and  to  drown  everything  in  uproar. 
[Marks  of  great  impatience^}  He  cared 
not  for  these  interruptions,  but  he  must 
say,  such  a  question  ought  to  be  debated 
at  least  with  decency. 

The  Chairman  said,  the  question  was, 
that  he  should  report  progress  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Lord  AUhorp  objected  to  adjourning 
before  passing  the  Resolution.  This  wi« 
certainly  a  question  deserving  serious  con- 
sideration ;  but  after  the  House  had  been 
so  long  addressed  on  the  subicct  as  it  had 
been,  it  was  not  surprising  that  it  should 
exhibit  some  symptoms  of  impatience. 

Motion  to  report  progress  withdrawn. 

The  first  Resolution  was  agreed  to ;  and 
the  House  resumed.  The  Committee  to 
sit  again. 


Simple  Larceny.]  Colonel  Davics 
moved  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Simple 
Larceny  Bill. 

The  Solicitor  General  moved  that  it  be 
read  this  day  six  months.  He  objected  to 
a  provision  of  the  Bill  which  gave  to  two 
Magistrates  the  power  of  committing  juve- 
nile oiicnders  to  prison  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a  Jury. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question  that 
the  word  *'now"  stand  part  of  the  question. 
Ayes  43;    Noes  4G— Majority  3 

BiU  postponed  for  six  months. 
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1 355  Education 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Monday,  July  1,  1833. 

MiNUTiR.]  Petitiaos  proented.  By  the  MwqucM  of  Sta v* 
90KD,  ttom  Shefflial,  and  other  PUow  in  the  Minli^ 
Distriots  of  Stallbnbhbre,  for  the  Ropeal  of  the  Sale  of 
Beer  Act. — By  the  Earl  of  GosroRO,  ttom  C^rowlc,  Isle  of 
Axholme,  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Malt  Tax.~By  Lord 
^vwwimvo,  ftom  the  Society  of  Prlends,  agaiiiit  Tithes*— 
By  the  Earl  of  Roosir,  flrom  Ferns,  ft»  a  Reviiioo  of  the 
Criminal  Code— By  Lord  Folby,  ftom  wveral  Places, 
against  Slavery.— By  the  Earl  of  Bilravht,  Awn  Stone- 
houae,  fbr  an  Altentloo  in  Church  Pktranagt  (Scotland). 

Education  (Irbland).]]  The  Earl  of 
Belhaven  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land, against  the  Irish  Education  System. 

The  Earl  of  Roden  said,  that  he  could 
not  help  expressing  his  sincere  regret^  that 
the  noble  Earl  had  not  given  notice  of  the 
day  it  was  his  intention  to.  present  this 
latter  petition— a  petition  which  emanated 
from  a  most  important  body  of,persons> 
and  which  related  to  a  very  important 
question.  If  the  noble  Earl  had  liad  the 
courtesy  of  giving  that  notice^  he  (Earl 
Roden)  should  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
communicating,  from  the  Assembly  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  important  information, 
in  order  tl|at  their  Lordships  might  bo  fully 
acquainted  with  the  general  feeling  that 
prevailed  in  Scotland  on  this  system  of  odu- 
cation^  adopted  b>  the  present  Govoniment, 
and  stiU  pursued  by  them.  The  proposed 
Resolutions  were  not  strong  enough  for  the 
General  Assembly  ;  they  were  mere  milk* 
and-water  Resolutions,  and  did  not  express 
the  real  feelings  of  that  body ;  they  were 
consequently  rejected,  and  the  present  pe. 
tition  was  agn^  to  by  an  overwhelming 
majority,  instead  of  Uie  Resolutions  pro. 
posed  by  the  friends  of  Government  He 
thought  that  a  fair  statement  should  Ijc 
made  relative  to  the  circumstances  in  which 
the  petition  had  originated ;  which  ought 
not  to  be  thus  silently  laid  on  the  Table. 

The  Earl  of  Belhaven  said,  with  respect 
to  the  charge  of  not  having  given  notice  of 
the  petition,  that  he  did  give  notice  of  it  to 
a  noble  Earl  opposite ;  that  he  mentioned 
his  intention  of  presenting  it,  and  said,  that 
he  was  quite  ready  to  present  it  on  the 
day  thtft  might  be  most  agreeable  to  their 
Lordships.  With  respect  to  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  petition,  he  thought 
he  should  have  been  wanting  in  duty  to 
their  Lordships,  had  he  entered  into  any 
discussion  about  them. 

The  Earl  of  Haddington  said,  that  he 
would  refrain  from  any  discussion  on  the 
matter,  but  as  he  had  certain  communica- 
tions to  nmke  on  the  subject,  perhaps  it 
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might  be  as  well  to  state  them  to 
their  Lordships.  It  was  only  doing  joa* 
tice  to  the  Assembly  with  whscb  the 
petition  originated,  to  state^  that  the  pe- 
tition was  not  got  up  for  the  purpose  of 
embarrassing  the  Grovemment.  The  feel- 
ings of  the  Church  of  Scotland  on  die  Go- 
vernment system  of  education  adopted  in 
Ireland,  were  not  new  to  him,  and  he  knew 
that  the  petition  of  last  year  spoke  the 
general  feelings  of  that  body.  The  petition 
of  this  year  contained  stronger  expressioiis 
than  that  of  the  last  year,  but  he  doubted 
whether  all  the  members  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland  went  so  far.  It  was  certainly 
their  opinion,  that  in  aU  those  Govcnunent 
Irish  sdiooLs,  there  should  be  a  Protestant 
teacher,  that  the  BiUe  should  be  made  a 
class-book,  and  that  certain  hours  should  be 
devoted  to  Protestant  instruction.  The 
Resolutions  which  were  rejected,  were  not 
of  a  milk-and-water  character,  as  the  noble 
Earl  had  described  them,  but  they  went  to 
express  an  opinion,  that  having  petitioned 
last  year,  the  General  Assembly  did  not,  of 
course,  think  itself  again  called  upon  to 
petition.  If  the  noble  Earl  chose,  he  could 
tdl  Lim  the  numbers  that  voted  on  the  pe- 
tition. There  were  in  favour  of  it  166, 
and  55  or  56  for  the  Amendment,  and 
many  of  the  minority  agreed  generally  with 
the  majority  on  the  matter  of  Irish  educa« 
tion.  They  would  not  encpumge  Catholic 
schools  unless  the  Bible  were  made  a 
ground- work  of  education  in  them. 

The  Earl  of  Wicklotv  said,  that  though 
there  might  be  some  doubts  entertained  as 
to  the  petition  of  last  year,  there  conld  not 
be  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  the  petition  of 
the  present  year,  nor  as  to  the  general  feel- 
ing of  the  respectable  body  from  which  the 
petition  came,  respecting  th^  Go\'umnient 
system  of  education  pursued  in  Ireland. 
On  that  system  a  good  deal  of  misconcep- 
tion prevailed.  He  would  refer  to  the  Ke. 
turns  from  the  Irish  lulucation  Boaid  and  it 
would  be  seen  from  the  first  Return  made 
by  the  Commissioners  after  a  lapse  of  a 
period  of  two  ^cars,  that  there  were  no 
means  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  private 
subscriptions  under  the  present  system,  or 
of  knowing  whether  the  late  Secretary  for 
Ireland's  Resolutions  were  acted  upon. 

Viscount  Mdbourfie  complained  of  want 
of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  noble  I.^f 
opposite  in  originating  a  ddlMte  on  thb 
subject  without  any  notice.  If  the  noble 
Earl  who  spoke  last  had  applied  to  the  most 
reverend  Prelate,  the  Archbishop  of  DuUin, 
one  of  the  Commissioners,  he  night  hare 
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obtained  the  inibnnation,  that  he  said  the 
Reptyrt  of  the  Comtnimioners  did  not 
contain.  With  respect  to  the  petition  pre- 
sented to  their  LordsliipSj  he  would  say, 
that  it  was  with  great  concern  that  he  saw 
such  a  body  as  tno  General  Assembly  of 
the  Church  of  ISeotland  passine  so  severe  a 
censure  as  the  jictition  embodied  on  the 
system  of  education  that  Goycmmont 
thought  fit  to  pursue  for  another  part  of 
the  United  Empire.  He  confessed  himself 
a  party  to  that  system  of  education,  which 
he  considered  well  adapted  to  the  wants 
of  Ireland,  wliich,  upon  trial,  had  already 
been  found  to  work  well,  and  which  could 
not  in  any  way  interfere  with  the 
established  religion.  However,  any  effect 
that  the  petition  would  have  upon  Govern- 
noent  would  be  light  indeed  compared  to 
the  regret  that  would  be  caused  by  the  Re- 
solutions ujxm  which  the  petition  was 
founded  being  the  avowed  opinion  of  that 
Aasembly.  That  opinion  was  neither  more 
nor  less  Uian  this,  that  the  Catholics  should 
have  no  education  at  the  expense  of  the 
State,  if  they  would  not  accept  an  educa- 
tion contrary  to  the  principles  of  their  re- 
ligion. The  minority,  however,  that  op- 
poacd  the  Resolutions  contained  many  men 
of  distinction,  among  others,  the  Lord 
Juatioe  Clerk,  the  Dean  of  Faculty,  the 
Professor  of  Divinity  of  the  University  of 
Glasgow,  and  Dr.  Cooke ;  all  persons  of 
considerable  influence  in  the  Assembly  and 
in  Scotlaodf  and  of  great  learning.  It  was 
oertainly  some  consolation  that  toe  Resolu- 
tions should  have  been  opposed  by  such 
distinguished  persons. 

The  Bishop  of  Ezdcr  was  extremely  re. 
luctant  to  say  anything  upmi  the  petition, 
and  would  have  said  nothing,  were  it  not 
for  the  remarks  of  the  noble  Viscount  re- 
flecting on  the  liberality  of  the  Assembly 
with  which  the  petition  originated.  The 
noble  V^jscount  implied,  that  the  Assembly 
cf  the  Church  of  Scotland  was  disgraced 
by  this  petition. 

Viscount  Melffourne:  I  did  not  say  so. 

The  Bishop  of  Exeter:  It  appeared  to 
bim  that  the  noble  Viscount's  remarks  were 
a  reflection  on  that  body,  for  having  come 
to  the  Resolutions  on  which  the  petition 
was  founded. 

Viscount  Melbourne  would  adhere  to 
what  he  had  said. 

The  Bishop  of  Exeler  was  bound  to  re. 
peaty  that  his  impression  of  what  the  noble 
Visoount  said,  was,  that  the  noble  Viscount 
eonsidered  the  Church  of  Scotland  disgraced 
by  the  present  petition.    It  was  Us  own 


opinion,  that  if  any  persons  professing  to 
be  Christians  did  not  take  the  Bible  a»  the 
ground-work  of  education,  they  could  be 
no  friends  to  the  established  religion.  The 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Glasgow  allowed 
Catholic  cliildren  to  attend  the  Scotch 
schools,  in  wliich  tho  Bible  was  read  as  a 
class-book ;  but  if  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  would  not  adhere  to  the  system  of 
Government  education,  unless  the  Bible 
was  driven  from  the  schools,  it  was  quite 
clear  they  were  no  friends  to  the  established 
rcligion.  The  withdrawal  of  the  Govern- 
ment grant  to  the  Kildarc-street  Soi*iety 
was  complained  of  by  several  persons  of 
large  proixjrty  in  Ireland. 

The  Earl  of  Haddinglim  had  not  under, 
stood  the  noble  Viscount  to  have  asserted, 
that  the  General  Assembly  had  disgraced 
itself  by  the  present  petition,  but  merely 
that  it  betrayed  illibenility,  and  the  noMe 
Viscount  regretted  the  eftect  which  their 
Resolutions  would  have  upon  the  progress 
iji  education  in  Ireland*  For  his  part,  had 
he  been  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly, 
he  would  have  voted  against  the  petition, 
for  he  did  not  think  that  that  body  was 
called  uptm  to  go  so  far  beyond  their  vote 
of  the  |ireccding  year.  He  was  far,  how- 
ever, from  asserting,  that  it  was  surprising 
that  they  should  have  forwarded  such  a  pe- 
tition, as  no  subject  could  be  so  interesting 
to  them  as  that  which  was  then  before  the 
House,  aflecting  as  it  did  the  progress  of 
rcligion. 

The  Duke  of  fVelUngton  reminded  the 
House,  that  when  the  petition  of  last  year 
was  drawn  up,  the  General  Assembly  had 
agreed  to  certain  Resolutions,  founded,  as 
afterwards  appeared,  upon  a  misconception 
of  the  intention  of  the  right  hon.  (»enfle- 
man  who  introdaced  the  new  plan  of  edu. 
cation  to  the  House  of  C<mimons.  The 
Assembly  was  therefore  anxious  to  have 
the  error  rectified,  and  they  now  sent 
forwanl  a  petition  for  that  purpose. 

Petition  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


•«*««#«>«>#«««#• 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS, 
Monday,  Jultf  1,.  1833. 

Mmtrriflu]  Pa^cn  otrfemL  Ob  thv  Mdbcn  of  Mr. 
O'CoNif  BLL,  an  Account  of  Die  Number  of  SiampB  Istucd 
to  each  Ncwtpapcr  in  Ireland,  fhrni  the  .'>th  January,  to 
the  7lii  June.  1S3S.— On  the  MoUon  of  Mr.  Pimv,  m 
AoMunl  of  the  Union  ConpematMne  Im4  bctav  !*»»»> 
mcnt  in  1S05:  of  all  Clauna  for  ComiwoHtion  on  A» 
count  of  the  ReprrKntative  FranrtilieB  of  Ireland  which 
wete  admitted*  nnd  ain  of  racli  aa  imv  diflulowpdf  asd 
rc|eetfd«-4)n  the  MotioD  of  Mr.  Aldonnan  Tnonnoir, 
an  Account  of  Uic  OIBcial  Value  of  Ooods  Wari'huused 
hi  the  port  of  London,  in  the  yoan  I83t  and  \KiH :  alM 
•a  AMDOflt  of  the  l«|iofto  mA  tspcstitr  Um  UiIH 
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Kingdom,  for  the  yean  1K30,  1851,  and  1833«  and  of 
the  QuffluUty  of  Uic  different  Articles  retained  for  Home 
CousumptlOD. 

Bills.  Read  a  icoond  lime; — Artillery  Pensions;  Chutd) 
Building  Aet  Amendment — ^Read  a  third  time :— Highland 
IloatU  and  Bridges. 

Petitions  presented.  By  Sir  Jauks  Graham,  from  Lelth, 
against  the  Edinburgh  Community  Estates  BllU — By  Mr. 
CAYI.BY,  from  Ridunond  (Yorkh  against  the  proposed 
Alteratimi  in  the  Bank  of  England  Charter. — By  Mr. 
KKHY88  Tyntk,  ffom  certain  Retail  Dealers  of  Ilminster, 
that  tU  Notes  may  be  in  Circulation.— By  Mr,  Humk, 
from  St.  Luke's,  Chelsea,  for  Poor  Laws  to  Ireland; 
from  several  Places,  for  placing  Retail  Dealers  of  Beer  on 
a  Footing  with  Licensed  VietuaUcrs;  from  Prisoners  for 
DcM  in  the  King's  Bench  Prison,  in  favour  of  the  Im- 
prisonment for  Debt  Bill :  from  the  University  of  Glasgow, 
for  the  Repeal  of  the  Apothecaries  Act;  from  the  Procura- 
tors of  the  Sheriff's  Court,  Fife,  for  an  Alteration  of  the 
present  System  of  Conveyaoeing  in  Scotland;  ftom  a 
Friendly  Society  at  Hounslow,  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Laws 
on. Benefit  Societies;  teom  Hendon,  against  the  Assessed 
Taxes;  tram  Lawrence  Kirk,  for  an  Alteration  in  the 
System  of  Lay  Patronage ;  from  a  Dissenting  Congrega- 
tion in  the  City  of  London,  for  making  Marriages  per- 
formed by  their  own  Clergymen  Legal ;  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Working  Classes  of  Edinburgh,  for  an  In- 
quiry into  the  State  of  Ireland;  from  the  Presbytery  of 
Aberdeen,  in  flavour  of  the  New  System  of  Education  in 
Ireland. — By  Mr.  Brthbll,  from  tlie  Sugar  Refiners  of 
Kingston-upon-Hull,  for  allowing  the  Use  of  Foreign 
Sugar  in  Refineries.— By  Mr.  Dknis  O'Connor,  from 
Kilmiston,  against  Tithes  and  the  Commutation  Act — ^By 
'  Mr.  WiLLiAif  DuKcoMBK,  from  three  Places,  against  the 
proposed  Alteration  in  the  Bank  Charter.— By  Mr. 
Grmnk,  from  LanoBSti^,  and  Mr.  Marryatt,  from 
Deal,  i^nst  the  Notaries  PuUie  BUL— By  Mr.  Grkkns, 
from  the  Medical  Practitioners  of  Lancaster ;  and  by  Mr. 
Frakkland  Lxwia,  from  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 
London,  against  the  Apothecaries  BilL 

Spies — Case  op  Popay.]  Mr.  Cobbeii 
said,  he  hoped,  that  before  the  noble  Lord 
moved  the  order  of  the  da}%  the  noble  Lord 
would  allow  him  to  move  for  a  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  allegations  of  the  petition 
he  had  presented  on  Friday. 

Lord  Alihorp  observed^  that  the  intro- 
duction of  this  subject  was  rather  irregular^ 
but  he  was  very  glad  that  it  had  been  men- 
tioned, as  he  wished  to  set  the  House  right 
on  the  subject.  He  fully  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Member,  that  the  employment  of  spies, 
such  as  was  practised  abroad,  was  a  most 
abominable  system,  and  be  was  sure  would 
notbcfor  a  moment  supported  by  the  House ; 
but  the  question  was,  whether  it  was  not  only 
allowable,  but  even  the  duty  of  Government, 
to  ascertain  what  look  place  at  public  meet- 
ings. Private-  espionage  was  a  system  never 
contemplated  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
who  was  the  author  of  this  force,  nor  by  his 
successor  in  office ;  and  he  was  sure  that 
the  two  Gentlemen  at  the  head  of  this  force 
would  never  sanction  so  abominable  a  system. 
All  the  meetings  at  which  the  police  had  been 
present  were  essentially  public  meetings :  at 
these  meetings  it  had  often  occurred,  that 
mosl>  inflammatory  language  was  spoken ; 
and  he  must  submit,   that   Government 


would  hav^  failed  in  its  duty,  had  it  not 
taken  measures  to  know  what  took  pkoe  at 
these  meetings.  At  these  puUic  ncieetiiigs 
— and  at  public  meetings  only— -therefore, 
<irere  the  Police  present ;  and,  as  it  would 
be  out  of  the  question  for  them  to  appear 
otherwise,  they  went  in  their  plmu  dodies. 
Popay  was,  in  the  petition,  accused  of  ustng 
inflammatory  language*  1  f  he  had  done  so, 
no  words  which  he  could  use  would  be  too 
strong  to  express  his  detestation  at  so  base  a 
line  of  conduct ;  for  it  was  precisely  the 
worst  kind  of  conduct  attributed  to  spies,  to 
excite  those  very  disorders  which  the  police 
force  would  afterwards  be  called  upon  to 
repress ;  and>  if  Popay  had  done  tlmt,  he 
had  acted  quite  contrary  to  his  in8truction& 
With  reference  tP  the  Committee  prayed 
for,  he  had  not  the  least  objection  to  it*  He 
was  weU  content  to  allow  any  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  Popay.  He  had  merely 
risen  to  explain  what  the  conduct  of  Go. 
vernment  Imd  been  on  these  occasioas  ;  and 
strenuously  to  deny,  that  the  police  were 
ever  instructed  or  authorised  to  interfere  in 
private  society. 

Mr.  QConnell  said^  that  this  irank  con. 
duct  of  the  noble  Lord  entirely  did  away 
with  any  suspicion  which  might  previously 
have  atta6hed  to  the  Government  on  this 
subject.  It  was  strongly«S8erted»  however, 
that  this  Popay  had  been  guUty  of  all  the 
acts  of  espionage,  so  justly  condemned  by 
the  noble  Lord-— that  he  had  sabocribed  for 
arms— -used  inflammatory  language-— ofiered 
to  teach  the  broad-sword  exercise,  &c  It 
was,  therefore,  essential  that  this  subject 
should  be  siffced  most  searchingly ;  and  he 
was,  therefore,  delighted,  that  the  noble 
Lord  had  so  frankly  and  cordially  co-oper- 
ated in  promoting  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Cobbeii  said,  it  could  be  proved  that 
Popay  had  done  all  the  hateful  things  dc* 
scribed.     The  witnesses  were  quite  ready. 

Mr.  Tennyson  rejoiced  in  the  frank  and 
manly  assent  given  by  the  noble  Lord  to 
this  Committee.  It  was  a  most  important 
subject ;  he  would  observe,  however,  that 
the  charge  against  Popay  was  not  his  going 
to  public  meetings,  but  his  enrolling  himself 
as  a  Member  of  the  National  Union  fop 
treacherous  purposes-fusing  the  most  in- 
flammatory language,  oflering  to  subscribe 
for  arms,  and  to  teach  the  use  of  them. 
He  had  in  his  hand  a  petition  (torn  500  of 
his  constituents,  praying  for  the  most  strict 
inquiry  into  this  most  im^xntant  and  alarm- 
ing  case,  and  they  would  be  pleased  to  hear 
how  readily  this  inquiry  was  assented  to 
by  his  Majesty's  Government. 
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Lord  AUhorp  observed,  tliat  the  man 
Popay  denied  the  inflammatory  language, 
the  subscription  for  arms,  and  the-  offer  to 
leach  the  use  of  them.  All  he  said  he  had 
done  was,  to  throw  a  few  half-pence  into  a 
hat  which  waa  carried  round  for  some  suIh 
scription*  but  the  object  of  the  subscription 
he  was  not  aware  of.  He  also  denied  being 
u  member  of  the  Political  Union.  He 
would  take  care  that  the  Committee  should 
be  appointed  in  the  course  of  the  evening. 

Mr.  Hawes  also  expressed  his  gratification 
at  the  assent  thus  given  by  Government  to 
the  formation  of  a  Committee.  He  was,- 
however,  di^rased  to  believe,  on  most  parti- 
cular inquiry,  that  the  case  was  as  stated 
by  Mr.  Cobbett.  He  did  not  exactly  un- 
derstand where  the  blame  rested,  but  he  had 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  accusations 
against  this  Popay  were  matter  of  the  most 
undoubted  fact. .  Indeed,  he  knew  persons 
who  were  fully  prepared  to  come  forward 
and  substantiate  the  charges. 

Bank  op  England  Chabtbb.]  The 
^Hcuiae  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on 
the)  Bank  of  England  Charter  Acts. 

I^ord  AUhorp  said,  that  in  moving  the 
scockid  Resolution,  he  begged  to  state  to  the 
Committee  an  alteration  he  proposed  to 
make  in  his  phm««-an  alteration  which  he 
did  not  think  of  much  importance,  but 
which  he  was  willing  to  make,  to  meet  the 
apprehensions  of  those  who  were  afraid  that 
from  payment  in  gold  being  obtainable 
solely  in  London  for  notes  of  5^  and  upwards, 
a  scarcity  of  coin  misht  be  caused  in  the 
country.  He  proposed,  therefore,  to  alter 
the  raiding  of  this  Resolution,  excluding 
payments  in  the  country  for  all  sums ''  above 
5/L,"  so  that  a  person  presenting  a  5/.  note 
at  a  banker^s  in  the  country  would  be  en- 
titled to  demand  five  sovereigns.  He  did 
not  think  that  made  any  diroreiice  in  the 
Resolutions  which  he  meant  to  propose.  In 
general^  the  demands  on  country  bankers 
were  not  for  small  sums.  Another  point  to 
which  he  wished  to  advert  was  this :  he  had 
been  asked  when  he  meant  to  introduce  the 
hill  for  renewing  the  Bank  Charter?  He 
wished  to  say,  that  if  the  Committee  would 
confine  the  discussion  to  the  other  Resolu- 
tions, excepting  the  sixth  and  eighth,  about 
whidi  there  would  be  some  dffierence  of 
opiniim,  he  would,  as  soon  as  the  Resolutions 
were  passed  and  reported,  bring  in  one  bill. 
The  sixth  and  the  eighth  Resolutions  re. 
lated  to  Joint-Stock  Banks,  and  were  not 
strictly  connected  with  the  renewal  of  the 
Charter* 


Sir  Robert  Peel:  If  I  rightly  under, 
stand  the  noble  Lord,  he  means  that  for 
every  5L  note  a  man  presents,  he  shall  re. 
ceive  five  sovereigns.  Of  course,  then,  if 
he  takes  one  hundred  51.  notes,  he  may 
make  a  separate  demand  for  each,  and  will 
receive  gold  for  them  all. 

Lord  AUhorp:  No,  no. 

Sir  Robert  Peel:  If  he  takes  them 
separately  then  ? 

Lord  AUhorp  :  Not  in  the  same  day,  for 
that  would  occasion  a  serious  run  upon  the 
Bank.  I  do  not  apprehend  any  such  thing 
would  occur ;  but  if  the  effect  of  the  alter* 
ation  would  be  to  destroy  the  effect  of  the 
Resolution,  I  shall  not  persevere  in  it. 

Sir  Robert  Peel :  I  am  sorry  if  I  have 
shaken  the  noUe  Lord's  confidence  in  his 
own  proposition,  which  I  most  certainly 
cannot  think  he  has  weU  oonsidcrod. 
Nothing  could  be  so  absurd,  as  that  a  man 
presenting  a  5L  note  should  be  able  to  get 
five  sovereigns,  but  upon  presenting  two 
5L  notes,  &ould  not  be  able  to  get  ten 
sovereigns. 

Mr.  IVarburtofi,  with  reference  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
on  a  former  occasion,  and  with  a  view 
to  prevent  the  issue  of  notes  for  5L  lOr. 
which  might  banish  all  the  gold  from  tho 
country,  suggested  that  the  noble  Lord 
should  not  idlow  the  issue  of  any  notes 
except  for  5L  or  10/.  or  some  multiple  of  the 
5L  note,  as  10/.,  1 5/.,  20/.,  and  so  on,  when  it 
would  be  impossible  to  evade  the  intentions 
of  the  Legislature.  He  hoped  it  would  be 
considered,  whether  it  was  not  possible 
to  prohibit  the  issue  of  any  notes  which 
wero  not  multiples  of  the  5L  note. 

Mr.  Evelyn  Dffiuoit]  submitted,  that  it 
was  important  that  the  noble  Lord  should 
make  it  understood  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  alteration.  Did  he  understand 
that  the  proposition  would  have  the  effect 
attributed  to  it  by  the  right  hon.  Crentle. 
man  }  For  if  all  5/.  notes  might  be  con- 
vertible into  gold,  it  would  make  a  most 
material  alteration.  He  would  go  so  far  as 
to  say,  that  it  would  put  an  end  to  most  of 
the  inconvenience  apprehended  from  the 
noble  Lord's  plan,  and  to  all  its  advantages. 
He  hoped  tnat  the  noble  Lord  would, 
before  entering  into  the  discussion,  give 
the  Committee  full  information  of  the  ex- 
tent to  which  he  supposed  the  alteration 
would  gD. 

Sir  noberi  Ped  said,  that  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  need  not  be  alarmed— -no  de. 
mand  would  be  made  on  tho  country 
banker  which  the  country  banker  woold 
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not  get  lid  of  by  issaing  notes  for  five 
guineas  instead  of  5L 

Mr.  Robinson  said,  with  respect  to  the 
two  last  Resolutions,  the  noble  Lord's  (Lord 
A 1  thorp's)  object,  he  supposed,  was  to 
avoid  any  discussion  upon  them  until  those 
more  immediately  affecting  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  were  completed ;  but  as  there 
was  a  greater  diversity  of  opinion  upon 
those  two  Resolutions  than  on  all  the 
otherSj  he  would  suggest  their  withdrawal 
altogether,  in  order  that  tlie  others  might 
be  proceeded  with.  At  present  those  two 
Resolutions  would  greatly  embarrass  the 
question  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  and 
it  might,  therefore,  be  difficult  to  get 
through  them  this  Session.  He  could  not 
see  what  necessity  there  was,  in  discussing 
the  renewal  of  the  charter,  to  consider  all 
the  circumstances  respecting  Joint-stock 
Banks.  The  latter,  he  would  submit,  had 
better  be  left  for  discussbn  early  in  the 
next  Session. 

Mr.  PoukU  Thomson  tliought,  that  all 
this  discussnion  arose  from  the  misunder- 
standing of  the  object  in  view  by  making 
Bank  ot  England  notes  a  legal  tender.  If 
hon.  ^embets  would  refer  to  the  evidence 
before  the  House,  they  would  see  that  in 
I8ij5  the  danger  of  running  the  Bank  dry 
for  gold  arose  not  from  the  demand  for 
gold  to  meet  the  Bank  notes,  but  to  enable 
the  country  bankers  to  be  prepared  to  pay 
their  deposits.  In  most  of  the  districts, 
the  amount  of  notes  issued  by  the  country, 
bankers  bore  but  a  small  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  their  deposits  and  engagements, 
for  which  they  were  obliged  to  provide  in 
times  of  pressure,  by  applying  to  the  Bank 
of  England  for  buUton.  It  was  to  guard 
asainst  such  a  danger,  that  it  was  tlioug^t 
advisable  to  make  notes  a  legal  tender,  and 
not  in  reference  to  the  amount  of  notes 
of  country  bankers,  which  bore  so  small 
a  proportion  to  their  other  engagements. 
The  fact  was,  that  in  a  moment  of  com- 
mercial panic,  the  country  bankers  came  up 
to  London,  and,  as  was  the  case  in  the 
year  1SS5,  they  asked,  not  simply  for  sov^ 
leigns  to  pay  their  notes,  which  never 
ooijdd  wholly  be  returned  on  them — ^for  he 
believed,  during  that  panic,  the  amount  of 
notes  returned  bore  but  a  small  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  paper  in  ciroulation— but 
they  asked  ibr  gdd,  to  be  pr€«ared  to  meet 
all  their  other  engagements.  Many  country 
bankers,  havingacirculation  of  only  1 6,000/., 
or  20,000/.  in  notes,  required  as  much 
as  lOO/XX)  sovereigns  to  enable  them  to 
meet  those  engagements.    Thus  the  Bank 


of  England  was  constantly  in  this  dtnation 
— ^namely,  it  must  be  prcparud  in  a  period 
of  panic  to  deal  out  gold,  not  only  to  meet 
the  demand  occasioned  by  the  returning  of 
country  notes,  but  also  to  meet  all  the 
country  bankers'  antidpationft  of  a  denound 
to  the  amount  of  their  deposits.  This  fact 
made  it  advisable;,  that  the  Bank  of  England 
notes  should  be  declared  a  legal  tender.  If 
that  wore  done,  he  bdieved  all  difficulty 
and  all  danger  would  be  avoided. 

Sir  John  Wroliedey  would  not  now  dj.«. 
cuss  that  important  point,  whether  Bank  of 
England  notes  should  be  made  a  legal 
tender.  Certainly  it  was  not  called  for  liy 
the  country  bankers.  He  did  not  speak  in 
their  name ;  but  he  must  say,  in  his  own 
opinion,  it  would  not  be  beneficiaL  He 
thought  it  would  tend,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  public,  very  mud^  to  denredate  the 
country  bank-notes,  if  it  was  known  that 
those  notes  could  not  be  paid  in  the  way  in 
which  they  had  hitherto  been  paid-in 
gold.  He  could  not  agree  with  his  ban. 
friend,  that  the  measure  would  be  of  any 
advantage  whatever  to  the  country  bankers. 
As  was  stated  by  the  ri^it  hon.  Gentleman, 
their  notes  were  not  numerous;  and  on 
a  panic,  the  deposits  were  not  called  for. 
Country  bankers  oould  not  give  intocat  cm 
the  deposits  made  with  them,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  have  gold  ready  to  pay 
those  deposits  at  a  short  notice.  He  was 
sure  that  no  pirudent  country  banker  would 
ever  take  deposits  without  an  engagjement 
that  they  should  not  be  removed  except 
after  a  certain  notice. 

Sir  George  Phillips  said,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  forgotten  that  when  the 
run  on  the  Bank  of  England  was  made  in 
1826,  the  1/.  country  bank-notes  were  in 
circulation,  and  the  Bank  of  England  had 
no  1/.  notes  to  issue  in  the  stead  of  them. 
At  present  its  5/.  notes  would  serve  as  well 
as  sovereigns  to  pay  country  bankawtes. 
The  proposed  plan  would  make  a  legal 
tender  of  its  5/.  notes.  The  banken  said, 
that  there  was  now  no  opportunity  of 
making  a  run  on  the  Bank,  as  there  were 
no  1/.  notes  in  circulation.  At  present  the 
Bank  of  En^and  notes  for  5L  were  sop- 
ported  by  the  whole  credit  of  the  Bank ; 
but  if  the  Bank  itself  wore  to  be  dtmbted, 
it  would  be  no  good  making  the  Bonk  of 
England  notes  a  legal  tendo".  Ho  must 
say,  that  he  looked  upon  the  Rfisoluticm 
making  Bank  of  £n|^nd  notes  a  legal 
tender,  as  having  a  tendency  again  to  ex- 
pose us  to  a  Bank  Restriction  Act,  and  to 
all  those  evils  and  dangers  which  w#  had 
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ftlretdy  encountered.  When  he  iint  heard 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern, 
menf  to  make  Bank  of  England  notes  a 
legal  tender^  the  impression  on  his  mind 
was  surprise  and  some  douhts  of  its  advan- 
tage. The  more  he  had  considered  it  the 
more  he  was  convinced  that  it  was  not 
required.  He  could  not  see  the  necessity 
of  making  any  alteration  in  the  present 
system.  No  facts  had  been  mentioned  to 
show  that  it  was  necessary ;  on  the  con- 
traryj  he  thought  it  would  be  disadvan- 
tageous. Suppose  a  run  were  made  on  the 
country  bankers ;  they  had  now-  the  Bank 
of  England  to  apply  to ;  it  was  stable  and 
solid ;  and  what  advantage  could  be  obtained 
by  making  its  notes  a  legal  tender  }  If  the 
country  bankers  offered  Bank  of  England 
notesi  nobody  would  reject  them.  If  the 
run  were  for  gold,  and  Bank  of  England 
notes  were  not  liked,  the  proposed  plan 
could  only  put  off  the  evil  for  a  day  or 
two.  The  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England 
obtained  from  the  country  bankers  oould 
be  sent  to  the  Bank  of  England.  The 
consequence,  too,  of  that  would  be,  that 
the  whole  pressure,  part  of  which  was  now 
bumc  by  country  bankers,  would  be  thrown 
on  the  Bank  of  England ;  and  that  pressure 
would  be  exclusively  for  gold.  A  demand 
of  that  kind,  coming  from  the  whole  coun- 
try, would  be  greater  than  the  Bank  could 
resist  The  more  he  reflected  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  more  he  was  strudc  with  the 
danger  of  interfering  unnecenarily  with 
the  present  system.  After  going  through 
great  suffering,  we  had  got  a  currency 
established  on  the  precious  meta]»— it  was 
stable  and  safe;  and  why  should  it  be 
meddled  with?  It  was  most  unwise  to 
tamper  with  it— most  unwise  to  interfere 
with  it,  by  making  the  Bank  of  England 
note  a  l^al  tender.  The  currency  was  at 
present  stable,  and  why  run  the  risk  of 
involving  the  country  in  ruin  ?  At  present 
the  country  bankers  were  the  means  of 
distributing  through  the  country  a  copious 
supply  of  credit ;  and  if  they  were  destroyed, 
and  the  supply  were  not  so  cofnous  as  at 
present,  what  would  be  the  consequence  ? 
The  consequence,  he  believed,  would  be, 
that  the  people  would  demand  the  \L  notes. 
If  that  demand  were  complied  with,  the 
consequence  of  that  again  would  be  another 
Bank  Restriction  Act^  and  all  the  evils 
which  followed  in  its  tram.  He  was  ex- 
tremely sorry  that  such  a  measure  had  been 
proposed.  He  spoke  doubtfully,  indeed, 
of  its  effects,  for  he  observed  that  there  was 
%  great  difl^nce  of  opinion  among  the 


best  informed  men.  Another  point  occurred 
to  him.  It  was  stated  in  the  evidence 
taken  before  the  Committee  last  Session, 
by  his  friend,  the  hon.  member  for  Walsall 
(Mr.  Foxster),  and  Mr.  Stuckey,  that  there 
was  a  time  when  the  people  in  their  neigh- 
bourhoods had  doubts  about  Bank  of  Eng* 
land  notes,  and  that  they  had  been  supported 
by  the  credit  of  those  country  bankers.  But 
suppose  that  such  a  doubt  should  arise  after 
the  Bank  of  England  notes  wore  made  a 
legal  tender— and  suppose  that  the  eflect 
of  his  noble  friend's  plan  would  be,  as  he 
believed,  to  put  an  end  to  country  bankCTs, 
on  what  then  could  tho  Bank  of  England 
notes  rest  P  At  present  the  credit  of  the 
country  bankers  supported  those  notes  ; 
but  when  they  were  gone,  the  Bank  of 
England  notes  would  have  nothing  to  rest 
on.  He  maintained  that,  in  the  country, 
the  banker  there  supported  the  credit  of 
the  Bank  of  En^and.  He  had  no  doubt, 
that  his  noble  friend  (Lord  Althorp)  had 
done  his  duty  in  making  the  proposition, 
and  he  had  only  done  his  duty  in  disclos. 
ing  his  opposition  to  the  principle  of  making 
bank-notes  a  legal  tender. 

Mr.  Baring  adverted  to  the  varieties  of 
opinion  which  were  entertained  on  this 
subject,  which  made  it  extremely  desirable 
to  be  very  cautious  in  forming  and  expreia- 
ing  an  opinion.  It  was,  however,  the  con- 
viction of  his  mind  that  our  paper  currency 
would  not  be  safe  unless  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land paper  were  made  a  l^al  tender.  On 
that  ground  he  should  support  the  Resolu- 
tion. He  understood  that  the  noble  Lord 
had  made,  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  even- 
ing, what  he  (Mr.  Baring)  thought  an 
improper  concession.  He  supported  the 
Rcwilution,  not  on  the  grounds  that  it 
would  operate  as  a  relaxation  of  the  cur- 
rency, but  because  it  was  his  conviction 
that  the  country  could  not  have  the  full 
advantage— -and  which  it  was  most  desir- 
able should  be  extended-— of  the  cinnilation 
of  paper,  unless  there  was  some  security 
that  we  should  not  be  exposed  to  thoee 
continual  changes  in  prices,  and  those  eon- 
tinual  difficulties  to  which  we  had  been 
exposed,  and  which  might  be  avoided,  1^ 
enabling  the  country  bankers  to  offer  the 
Bank  of  England  notes  as  a  complete  pay- 
ment. Gentlemen  were  alarmed  at  the 
sound  of  the  Bank  Rcstriotioo  Act,  but  let 
them  consider  what  was  prapoaed.  It  was 
not  to  make  a  legal  tendor  of  Bank  of 
England  notes  in  place  of  specie — it  was 
only  removing  the  demand  on  the  Bank 
one  step.   Thicouunybaiiken  would  gif« 
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Bank  of  England  notes  instead  of  gold,  but 
gold  might  be  obtained  for  Bank  of  £ng- 
hnd  notes,  and  they  might  be  securely 
converted  into  specie  at  some  place  or  other. 
The  bankers  of  the  city  of  London,  who 
were* as  respectable  and  wealthy  as  any 
race  of  men  in  existence,  made  their  pay- 
ments by  means  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
If  any  gentleman  was  to  go  to  a  banker  in 
Lombard-street,  and  present  his  check  for 
50,000/.,  and  demand  cash,  the  banker 
wonld  not  give  him  gold  over  his  counter ; 
he  would  give  an  order  or  note  on  the 
Bank  of  England  for  the  money,  where  it 
would  be  obtained.  That  was  not  a  denial 
of  payment  in  specie.  He  saw,  then,  that 
the  proposed  plan  was  only  making  the 
parties  who  desired  specie  take  one  step 
more  before  obtaining  it.  An  additiomd 
security  would  be  given  to  the  paper  cur- 
rency of  the  country — the  security  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  an  assurance,  founded 
on  its  credit,  that  gold  might  be  had  on 
being  asked  for  there,  though  not  paid  in 
the  first  instance.  The  measure  was  not 
introduced  for  the  benefit  of  the  country 
bankers ;  but  it  was  a  desideratum  to  keep 
out  as  much  paper  as  possible,  and  to  pre- 
vent those  panics  or  frights  which  some- 
times arose,  from  damaging  the  Bank  of 
England.  It  was  to  guard  against  such 
fears,  by  giving  those  who  were  alarmed 
a  delay  of  twenty-four  hours  in  getting 
gold,  that  he  thought  the  measure  good. 
Any  Gentleman  must  be  fastidious  to  say, 
that  such  a  measure  would  injure  the  credit 
of  the  Bank,  or  endanger  the  stability  of 
the  currency.  The  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site (Sir  George  Phillips)  said,  that  we  had 
at  present  a  stable  currency,  founded,  as 
all  currency  ought  to  be,  on  the  precious 
metals ;  and  that  it  was  not  good  to  alter 
it  from  any  crotchets  of  any  man.  But 
what  security,  or  what  stabiUty  was  there 
in  1825  ?  Then  we  had  the  beautiful  cur- 
rency, which  the  hon.  Gentleman  thought 
so  secure ;  but  when  the  pressure  came,  it 
was  (bund  wanting.  In  fair  weather,  and 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  it  was  stable 
and  secure  enough,  but  not  when  it  was 
tried.  So  the  hon.  Gentleman  might  go 
to  sea  in  some  tub  of  a  ship,  and  find  it 
safe  enough  in  fine  weather,  but  when  the 
gale  came,  he  would  find  her  unfit  to  stand 
the  sea.  We  were  only  saved  with  our 
beautiful  currency  from  thumping  on  the 
rocks  by  a  miracle  in  1826 — that  of  the 
discovery  of  a  box  of  1  /.  notes.  With  these 
facts  before  them  he  could  not  say  that  our 
Cttsiency  was  the  best  possible.    Setting 
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aside  all  reasoning  and  all  theory,  experi- 
ence showed  them,  that  our  present  currency 
did  not  deserve  the  description  given  of  it 
by  the  hon.  Baronet.     The  panic  and  difii* 
culties  of  1826  were  yet  fresh  in  their 
recollection ;  and  it  was  to  make  a  provLdon 
against  a  recurrence  of  them  that  the  noble 
Lord  made  his  proposition.   The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  spoken  of  the  country  bankers  ; 
but  he  believed  that  they  would  find  them- 
selves in  no  comfortable  situation  if  the 
credit  of  the  Bank  of  England  were  to  fail. 
There  was  no  practical  man  in  all  Lom« 
bard-street— and  there  were  no  more  |arao^ 
tical  and  respectable  men  in  the  Empire — • 
who  would  not  tell  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
that  nothing  would  be  more  dangerous 
than  for  any  banker  to  boast  of  being  able 
to  fulfil  his  engagements  without  the  sup- 
port of  the  Bank  of  England.     In  fact,  it 
was  the  great  credit  of  the  Bank  of  £n^ 
land  which  was  the  foundation  of  all  indi- 
vidual security.  Any  attempts  made  against 
the  security  of  the  Bank  of  England  would 
find  it  unassailable.     The  most  solid  oi  the 
country  banks  would  not  be  solvent  but 
for  the  Bank  of  England.     It  would  be 
impossible  that  the  currency  could  be  placed 
on  a  safe  footing,  except  by  rel3riiig  on  the 
Bank  of  England.     It  seemed  to  him  most 
unfortunate  to  assert,  that  the  Bank  of 
England  might  get  into  discredit  without 
the  assistance  of  the  country  bankers.     It 
was  the  duty  of  the  House,  in  reuewing 
the  Bank  of  England  Charter,  to  render 
events  of  the  description  of  those  of  1826 
impossible.    The  great  object  was  to  guard 
against  such  events— -to  stop  the  panic 
among  the  people,  and  secure  the  Bank 
against  danger.    It  was  the  demands  made 
on  the  Bank  of  England,  to  provide  again&t 
the  demands  on  account  of  deposits,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  stated,  which  caused 
the  principal  run  on  the  Bank.     He  ad- 
mitted, that  the  bank-notes  returned  were 
not  of  so  much  importance.     In  panics,  the 
country  bankers  were  obliged  to  be  prv- 
pared  for  the  demands  for  their  deposits ; 
and,  on  this  account,  he  was  prepared  to 
support  the  plan. 

Sir  Rohert  Peel  said,  the  argument  wa?, 
that  the  abundance  of  small  notes  stimu. 
lated  undue  speculation,  and  that  an  issue 
of  one  and  two  pound  notes  had  the  cffcft 
of  encouraging  the  departure  of  coin  from 
the  kingdom,  and  whenever  a  crisis  arrived, 
whenever  there  was  a  commercial  panic,  all 
the  deposits  were  immediately  demanded  in 
gold,  because  the  depositors  bad  no  confi- 
dence in  a  paper  curxencyr    But  his  ben« 
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•friend^  the  member  far  Essex  (Mr.  Baring), 
had  no  right  to  assume  that  the  paper  cur- 
rency was  the  same  now  as  it  was  for. 
incrlj.  One  and  two  pound  notes  were 
now  prohibited,  and  consequently  a  more 
equal  difiiision  of  gold  currency  was  se- 
cured, whilst  the  -existing  paper  was  con- 
vertible into  coin  on  demand.  There  was 
now,  therefore,  no  nsk  of  any  commercial 
panic  similar  to  that  of  1825 ;  for  the 
inducement  that  formerly  prevailed  no 
longer  existed.  His  hon.  friend  said,  it 
was  highly  desirable  to  secure  the  country 
against  the  effects  of  political  excitement. 
His  hon.  friend  was  quite  right  in  mak- 
ing that  statement,  and  he  admitted  that 
Rorac  advantages  would  accrue  to  the 
country  by  establishing  unlimited  confi- 
dence in  the  Bank  of  England.  Everything 
which  tended  to  confidence  and  security  in 
the  country  was  good ;  but  was  it  possible 
to  give  this  confidence  by  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment? His  hon.  friend  had  referred  to 
the  confidence  placed  in  bankers'  checks  on 
the  Bank  of  England.  True,  but  whence 
did  that  entire  confidence  arise  }  Because 
there  was  no  interference  of  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament. As  Burke  had  said,  commercial 
confidence  gave  bankers'  checks  a  currency 
on  the  Exchange,  because  they  had  none  in 
Westminster-hall.  All  depended  on  com- 
mercial confidence;  and  if  his  hon.  friend 
were  to  pass  a  law  to  force  people  to  place 
ecmfidence  in  checks,  the  result  would  be 
directly  opposite  to  his  wishes.  His  hon. 
fncnd  had  also  referred  to  the  want  of  con. 
fidence  which  risk  of  war  or  convulsion  was 
likely  to  produce;  but  where,  he  would 
ask,  was  that  want  of  confidence  likely  first 
to  arise  ?  Not  in  remote  country  towns, 
hut  in  London.  Much,  too,  had  been 
spoken  of  the  advantages  resulting  from 
the  intermediate  step  necessary  to  be  ttikcn 
before  obtaining  gold ;  but  what  had  been 
the  effect  of  this  in  the  case  of  the  Scotch 
banks  which  had  issued  notes  with  an 
o^itional  clause?  The  Scotch  banks  for- 
merly issued  notes  which  contained  a  clause 
giving  them  the  option  either  of  paying 
their  notes  on  demand,  or  six  months  after 
sight,  giving  interest  in  the  meanwhile. 
The  results  of  this,  as  Adam  Smith  stated, 
was,  though  the  banks  were  perfectly  sol- 
vent, that  the  exchange  was  agmnst  Dum- 
fries as  compared  to  Carlisle,  full  four  per 
rent,  on  account  of  these  notes.  Take  the 
case  of  a  banker  at  Plymouth,  who  pays  his 
notes  in  Bank  of  England  paper :  the  person 
who  received  them,  though  he  wanti*(l  gold 
to  embark  for  Portugal  or  the  West- Indies, 


wonld  not  be  able  to  get  a  guinea  without 
travelling  or  sending  all  the  way  to  Lon. 
don.     The  form  was  preserved ;  and  if  a 
panic  should  arise,  he  was  satisfied  that  the 
greatest  mischief  would  result,  because  the 
country  banker  would  rely  on  a  false  secu^ 
rity.     He  did  not  see  any  reason  why  the 
proposed  interference  with  country  bankers 
should  take  place.     He  would  say,  let  the 
country  bankers  issue  notes  convertible  into 
metallic  currency,  and  let  them   provide 
what  securities  might  be  thought  right  for 
the  deposits  put  into  their  hands,  but  give 
them  the  right  of  claiming  notice  of  the 
withdrawal  of  any  deposit.     This  would  be 
much  better  than  compelling  them  to  pay 
in  bank  paper.     Besides,  how  open   was 
this  plan   to  evasion !     As  there  was  no 
bank  note  under  5/.,  depositors  would  only 
have  to  draw  as    many  checks  as  they 
pleased  for  4^  19^.,  and  they  could  compel 
payment  in  metallic  currency,     lliis,  of 
coturse,  would  not  be  resorted  to  on  ordinary 
occasions ;  but,  then,  on  ordinary  occasions, 
there  was  no  danger.    The  object  in  view 
was  to  provide  against  the  effects  of  a  panic, 
whether  general  or  partial ;  and  when  this 
existed,  nothing  in  the  world  oould  prevent 
depositors  from  resorting  to  every  possible 
expedient  to  withdraw  their  deposits  and 
obtain  payment  in  the  only  currency  in 
which  they  could  place  confidence.    The 
noble  Lord  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
appeared  utterly  to  have  discarded  from 
their  consideration   the  various  means  of 
evasion  to  which  this  plan  was  open.     The 
noble  Lord  came  down  to  the  House  to- 
night, and,  much  to  his  surpiise,  proposed 
that  5/.  notes  should  be  convertible  into 
gold  on  demand,  and  this  was  a  roost  seri. 
ous  and  important  alteration.  The  effect  of  it 
would  be  this-*to  give  a  direct  legislative 
premium  on  the  withholding  of  5/.  notes  Irmn 
the  market.     It  would  also,  in  his  opinion, 
operate  most  injuriously  on  the  country 
bankers  in  a  time  of  panic.     For  the  whole 
scope  of  this  Bill  was,  to  induce  country 
bankers  not  to  keep  gold  in  their  ooficrs, 
but  to  rely  on  the  Bank  of  England  for 
supplying  them  with  the  means  of  meeting 
all  demands ;  and  if  a  panic  were  to  arise, 
the  bankers  would  come  up  to  town  and 
carry  back,    not  gold,    but    Bank-notes. 
What,  however,  would  those  bankers  say 
when  they  found  the  holders  of  all  Bank 
of  England  5/.  notes  pressing  them  for  gold, 
which  they  most  assuredly  would  do  ?  The 
noble  Lord  had,  indeed,  said,  that  no  man 
w:is  to  take  two  .5Z.  notes  together  and  claim 
gold  for  them,  because  that  would,  in  fact. 
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be  demanding  gold  for  lOL ;  but  what 
would  the  noble  Lord  sajj  if  ihe  holder  of 
several  5L  notes  were  to  present  one  at  the 
interval  of  every  half-hour-«>or  suppose 
he  hod  50/.  in  51.  notes,  and  were  to  employ 
all  his  servants  in  obtaining  payment  for 
these  separately— -how  would  he  prevent  it? 
The  noble  Lord  hod  pri)posed  another  very 
important  regulation— that  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England  should  be  payable  only 
at  the  places  where  they  were  issued. 
According  to  this,  the  whole  issue  by  a 
branch  bank  would  be  payable  only  in  the 
town  where  it  was  issued.  But  he  would 
look  at  it  further.  What  security  had  they 
that  the  Bank  of  England  would  continue 
to  employ  branch  banks  at  all?  Why 
should  it  ?  If,  indeed^  Government  issued 
this  currency,  it  might  aay^  we  do  it  with 
no  view  to  profit*— we  seek  onlv  the  gene« 
ral  interests  of  the  country,  which  would 
be  benefited  even  were  the  system  carried 
on  at  a  partial  loss.  But  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land was  in  a  very  different  situation*  It 
was  a  Company  established  for  the  purpose 
of  profit,  and  owed  duties  to  the  proprietors 
of  Bank  Stock.  By  the  provision  for 
the  formation  of  Joint-Stock  Companies*  a 
direct  inducement  was  held  out  to  with- 
draw the  branch  banks,  for  tlie  Bank  of 
England  would  find  it  much  more  econo- 
mical to  employ  Joint-Stock  Banks,  with  a 
few  partners  as  agents  for  the  circulation  of 
their  notes,  than  to  keep  up  their  branch 
banks.  The  consequence  would  be,  that 
Bank  of  England  paper  would  be  payable 
in  London  only.  Vet  this  paper  was  to 
circulate  in  every  part  of  England.  Under 
such  circumstances,  no  Act  of  Parliament 
could  give  confidence  to  a  currency  which 
had  no  intrinsic  value  even  were  it  issued 
by  an  institution  which  had  ten  times  the 
stock,  and  which  was  ten  times  more  sol« 
vent,  than  the  Bank  of  England.  This 
would  inevitably  lead  to  an  agio  on  gold. 
Only  suppose  a  man  in  the  country  wanted 
to  leave  England,  or  for  any  other  occasion 
to  convert  500/.  into  gold-^he  would  be 
unable  to  get  his  notes  exchanged  except  In 
London— that  man  would  rc^ily  give  a 
premium  for  gold.  It  was  important  also 
to  consider  what  effect  making  Bank  of 
England  notes  a  legal  tender  would  have 
in  promoting  forgery  ?  It  would  be  most 
difficult  to  detect  forgeries  of  bank-notes 
at  a  distance  of^200  miles  from  the  persons 
who  alcme  were  c(im))ctent  to  distinguish 
them.  The  time  at  which  the  noble  Lord 
proposed  this  measure  was  equally  objec- 
tionable.    About  two  months  ago  his  hon. 


friend,  the  member  for  Whitotei^en  (Mr. 
M.  Attwood)  proposed  an  inquiry  into  the 
currency,  with  a  view  to  its  rdnaatian^ 
The  noble  Lord  negatived  Uie  pcopcmtiony 
and    moved  a  Resolution,  declaring    hii 
determination  to  adhere  to  the  atandatd ; 
but  at  the  same  time  said,  he  would  appoint 
two  Committees— one  to  investigate  the 
state  of  agriculture,  the  other  that  of  am- 
merce,  which  Committees  had  sinoe  assidu- 
ously prosecuted  their  inquiries,  and  had 
particularly  directed  their  attention  to  the 
effects  of  die  banking  and  currency  sry stem 
on  trade  and  agriculture.  What  a  mockery* 
however,  were  these  Committees,  when  the 
noble  Lord  would  not  condescend  to  wait 
for  their  Report»-«4U>w,  dQubtless,  nearly 
ready— -but  came  forward  and  proposed  this 
great  alteration  in  the  currency,  withoat 
paying  the  slightest  attention  to  their  sug- 
gestions.    He  was  never  so  surprised  as 
when  the  noUe  Lord  and  hii  collai^uM 
proposed  this  alteration,  so  repugnant  to 
their  former  principles.    He  had  always 
understood  the  doctrine  of  the  noUe  Lord 
to  be—''  Issue  what  paper  you  plrase,  only 
let  it  be  payable  on  demand,  axid  in  a  me- 
tallic currency ;"  but  to  take  up  one  parti- 
cular^dass  of  paper,  and  propose  to  destroy 
all  other  classes,  in  order  that  this  might 
circulate  on  their  ruin,  was  the  most  extrm. 
ordinary  proposal  he  had  ever  heard     One 
and  two  pound  notes  ought  not  to   be 
issued  because  they  interfer^  with  the  gold 
currency,  but  beyond  that  he  thougm  it 
right    to  have  no  check  beyond  that  of 
immediate  convertibility.    He  agreed  with 
a  writer  of  great  eminence  on  this  subject, 
whose  opinion  was  the  more  worthy  of  con- 
fidence because  it  had  been  confirmed  by 
subsequent  events.     Adam  Smith  said** 
"  It  were  better,  perhaps,  that  no  Bank- 
notes were  issued  in  any  part  of  the  king- 
dom for  a  smaller  sum  than  5L     Paper 
money  would  then,  probablyj  confine  itself 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  to  the  circu- 
lation   between    the  different  dealers,  as 
much  as  it  does  at  present  in   London, 
where  no    Bank-notes  are    issued  under 
lOA  value  ;  5/.  being,  in  most  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  a   sum  which,  though    it  will 
purchase,  perhaiw,  little  more  than  half 
the  quantity  ot  goods,  is  as  much  eon. 
sidered,  and  is  as  seldom  spent  all  at  once, 
as  10/.  are  amidst    the    profuse  expense 
of  London.     Where    paper  money,  it  is 
to  be  observed,  is  pretty  much  confined  to 
the  circulation  between  dealers  and  dealers, 
as  at  London,  there  is  always  plenty  of 
gold  and  silver.     Where  it  extends  itself 
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to  a  ooBsidtfBble  part  of  tbe  circuladon 
between  dealen  and  consumers,  as  in 
Sooiland,  and  still  more  in  North  America, 
it  banishes  gold  and  silver  almost  entirely 
from  the  country  ;  almost  all  the  ordinary 
transactions  of  its  interior  commerce  being 
thus  carried  on  by  paper."  The  same 
author  also  said,  at  the  conclusion  of  his 
chapter  on  metallic  and  paper  ourrency~<" 
**  If  bankers  are  reatrained  from  issuing 
any  circulating  bank-notes  or  notes  payable 
to  the  bearer,  for  less  than  a  certain  sum, 
and  if  they  are  subjected  to  the  oblige- 
tion  of  an  immediate  and  unconditional 
pajnoaent  of  such  bank-notes  as  soon  as 
prosented,  their  trade  may  with  safety,  to 
the  public,  be  rendered  in  all  other 
reapecta  perfectly  free.  The  late  multipli- 
cation of  Banking  Companies  in  both  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom*-an  event  by 
which  many  people  have  been  much 
alarmed^nitead  of  diminishing,  inoreaaes 
the  security  of  the  public.  It  obliges  all 
of  them  to  be  more  circumipeot  in  their 
conduct,  and,  by  not  extending  their  cur- 
rency beyond  its  due  proportion  to  their 
cash,  to  guard  themselves  against  those 
malicious  runs,  which  the  rivalship  of  so 
many  competitors  is  always  ready  to  bring 
upon  them.  It  restrains  the  circulation  of 
eaeh  particular  Company  within  a  narrower 
circle,  and  reduces  their  droulating  notes 
to  a  smaller  number.  By  dividing;  the 
whole  circulation  into  a  greater  numGer  of 
parts,  the  failure  of  any  one  Company^«-an 
accident  which  in  the  course  of  things  must 
sometimes  happen  --becomes  of  less  conse- 
quence to  the  public  This  free  competi- 
tion, too,  obliges  all  bankers  to  be  more 
liberal  in  tlieir  dealings  with  their  custom- 
ers, lest  tlieir  rivals  should  cany  them 
away.  In  general,  if  any  branch  of  trade, 
or  any  division  of  labour,  be  advantageous 
to  the  publi<v— the  freer  and  more  general 
the  competition,  it  will  always  be  the  more 
so."  This  was  the  reasoning  of  Adam 
Smith,  a  priori,  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago ; 
and  the  system  which  he  recommended  as 
the  best  which  could  be  cfitablished,  now 
existed  in  this  country,  and  that  was  the 
system  whidi  the  noble  Lord  (nroposcd  to 
change.  The  noUe  Lord  now,  on  the  1st 
of  July,  without  waiting  for  the  Reports  of 
the  two  Committees  he  had  appointed, 
came  forward  with  one  of  the  most  startling 
propositiims  he  had  ever  heanl,  founded  on 
the  most  slender  body  of  urgument  possible. 
The  noble  Lord  said,  it  was  all' to  prtwcnt 
panic :  but  no  Act  of  Parliament  could  pre- 
vent panics.  The  noble  Lord  might  depend 


upon  it  the  people  would  never  place  eon* 
fidence  in  Buik  paper,  merely  because  an 
Act  of  Parliament  called  on  them  to  do  so. 
The  noble  Lord  might  be  assured,  that  the 
confidence  would  not  be  obtained  for  a 
paper  currency,  founded  on  a  compulsory 
enactment. 

Mr.  Poulctt  Thomson  could  assure  the 
Committee,  that  he  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  necessity  of  ap- 
proaching thin  question  with  the  greatest 
care.  He  felt  all  the  difficulties  of  the 
question,  and  was  perfectly  ready  to  give 
every  attention  to  the  arguments  which 
might  be  urged  against  the  view  of  the 
question  which  he  took.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  on  a  former  oocasioni  laid 
down,  in  the  most  distinct  manner— *and 
every  Gentleman  must  admit  the  import- 
ance of  it— the  necessity  of  diitinguidiing 
between  the  diQicultiea  which  might  arise  as 
regarded  the  circulation  from  commercial  or 
political  causes.  He  wished  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  kept  this  distinction 
in  mind,  but  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
in  the  speech  he  had  just  made,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  confounded  them. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  throuj^ 
out  the  greater  part  of  his  argument,  con- 
fined himself  to  what  he  supposed  would 
happen  in  periods  of  excitement.  He  was 
ready  at  once  to  admit,  that  there  was 
nothing  in  this  measure  to  provide  againat 
political  alarm;  and  indeed  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  it  was  impossible 
that  the  paper  currency  of  any  country 
could  be  made  perfectly  secure  against 
periods  of  political  alarm,  when  convertible 
into  gold.  He  believed,  that  no  bank  of 
issue  was  ever  established  in  any  country — 
wi  th  perhaps  tlie  single  exception  of  the  Bank 
of  France-«-wh]ch  did  not  circulate  its 
paper  with  a  view  to  profit ;  that  is,  no 
bank  which  retained  in  its  cofiers  gold  to 
the  full  amount  of  its  notes  in  circulation, 
but  yet  only  such  an  amount  of  gold  as, 
upon  tlie  licst  calculation,  it  was  probalde 
would  be  demanded  in  exchange  for  notes. 
It  wasan  absurdity  to  suppose  that  any  bank 
-^be  it  the  Bank  of  England,  or  a  country 
bank,  or  a  Joint  Stock  bank-«ouuld  keep 
gold  in  its  cofiers  to  the  full  amount  of  ItK 
liabilities.  If  that  were  to  be  done,  lest 
inconvoniencc  should  be  experienced  in 
times  of  political  excitement,  all  profit 
would  be  put  an  end  to,  and  there  would 
he  no  induf'cmcnt  to  cstiU)lixli  banks  of  issue. 
It  was,  therefore,  most  true,  that  thei'e  was 
nothing  in  this  plan  to  secure  the  Bank  of 
England  against  periods  of  political  excite- 
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ment.  That  was  a  condition  which  must 
always  remain  utterly  unattainable.  The 
question^  then,  resolved  itself  into  this,  whe- 
ther the  system  now  proposed,  did  not  afford 
material  safe-guards  to  the  circulation  of 
the  Bank  of  England.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  stated  a  number  of  reasons 
which  he  supposed  would  prevent  the 
success  of  this  plan.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said,  that  the  present  measure  would 
seriously  affect  the  country  hankers,  and 
materially  interfere  with  their  issues.  He 
denied  that,  and  he  could  by  no  possibility, 
conceive  how  the  country  banker  could  be 
affected  by  this  measure.  The  country 
banker,  as  r^arded  the  legal  lender,  would 
remain  as  before.  As  his  hon.  friend,  the 
member  for  Whitehaven,  said,  the  country 
bonkeir,  wishing  to  fulfil  his  engagements, 
must  send — as  he  is  obliged  to  do  now — 
his  securities  up  to  London,  to  obtain  gold 
or  Bank  of  England  notes ;  and  of  course, 
therefore!  he  must  be  at  some  expense  to 
discharge  hisengagements.  It  was  immaterial 
to  him  whether  he  paid  in  gold  or  Bank  of 
England  notes.  The  only  difference  would 
be,  that  he  would  procure  Bank  of  England 
notes  for  his  securities,  whereas  formerly  he 
obtained  gold.  He  said,  then,  that  the  Go- 
vernment did  not  intend  to  provide  by  law  for 
the  security  of  country  banks ;  the  only  suffi- 
cient security  for  them  being,  that  they 
should  not  enter  into  engagements  which 
they  were  not  prepared  to  fulfil.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  '*  That  one 
eficct  would  be  to  induce  the  country 
bankers  not  to  keep  gold."  There  was 
toothing  in  the  measure  holding  out  any 
such  inducement.  It  was  possible  that 
country  bankers,  in  consequence  of  not 
having  to  pay  their  notes  of  above  5/.  in 
gold,  might  keep  less  gold  in  their  coffers ; 
but  he  was  by  ho  means  satisfied  that  such 
would  be  the  case.  In  his  opinion  a  coun. 
try  banker  would  keep  nearly,  or  quite  us 
much  gold  as  at  present,  as  it  was  obvious 
that  he  must  provide  himself  with  sufficient 
gold  to  accommodate  his  customers.  It 
would  be  the  interest  of  the  country  banker 
to  keep  as  much  gold  as  would  supply  his 
customers ;  and,  if  he  did  not,  his  customers 
Would  not  continue  their  accounts  with  him 
*-H»  tliat  it  appeared  to  him  that  there 
would  be  very  little  difference  in  the  amount 
of  gold,  that  they  would  keep.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  also  said,  that  the  coun- 
try bankers  had  a  manifest  advantage  in 
keeping  Bank  of  England  notes  inst^id  of 
gold.  But  they  had  no  advantage  in  one 
case  more  than  in  the  other.    He  challenged 
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the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  show  wliat  ad. 
vantage  they  would  have  in  making  their 
payments  in  Bank  of  England  notes  mslead 
of  gold.     The  country  &nker  would  still 
have  to  pay  every  5/.  note  he  issued   in 
gold;    and   would   the  right  hon.    Gen- 
tleman tell    him  that   any  possible    dis- 
advantage which  could  result  from    the 
country  banker  keeping  gold,  would  induce 
him  to  forego  the  advantage  he  obtained  by 
issuing  5/.  notes  ?     The  only  occasion  upon 
which  he  would  be  enabled  to  pay  in  paper 
was  when  his  notes  were  large  in  amount ;  fbr 
he  must  pay  his  5/.  notes  in  gold.    Now,  what 
advantage  could'a  country  banker  derive  frocn 
keeping  Bank  of  England  notes  instead  of 
gold  ?     The  only  possible  advantage  wouM 
be,  that  there  would  be  a  slight  additinnal 
charge  on  the  conveyance  of  the  gold  to 
him  above  that  of  the  carriage  of  the  notex. 
The  circulation  of  the  bU  notes  of  a  coun- 
try banker  must  be  a  very  worthless  and 
unprofitable  matter^  if  it  were  not  worth 
sending  up  to  London  for  gold  for  the  pay- 
ment of  them.    Another  argument  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was,  that  by  this  plan 
the  country  bankers  would  be  tau^t  and 
induced  to  rely  too  much  on  the  Baxik  of 
England.    But,  at  present,  a  country  banker 
relied  upon  the  Bank  of  England  for  sup. 
plies  of  cash  :  he  sent  his  securities  u|)  to 
London,  and  he  had  sent  down  to  him,  in 
return  either  Bank  of  England  notesor  gold. 
That  state  of  things  would  condnuc :  and 
if  a  country  banker  were  not  called  upon  to 
pay  in  gold,  he  might  prefer  paper  to  be 
sent  down  to  him.     At  the  same  time,  there 
would  be  every   inducement  for  him  to 
keep  an  ample  supply  of  gold  in  his  coders. 
But  he  confessed  he  did  not  perceive  what 
there  was  in  this  plan  to  make  the  relatiua 
between    the    country    banker    and    the 
Bank  of  England  stricter  than  at  present. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the   right  hon. 
Baronet    had    overlooked  the   arguments 
which  really  bore  upon  the  question.     The 
fact  was,  as  stated  by  the  hon.  member  for 
Essex,  that  making  Bank  of  England  notes 
a  legal  tender  in  payment  of  country  notcs» 
was  only  meant  as  a  protection  against  the 
mischievous  consequences  of  a  commerdal 
panic.     He  did  not  wish  to  dwell  on  any 
question  of  this  delicate  nature;  but  he 
did  not  see  any  security  in  the  Bank  of 
England  supplying  its  notes,  unless  they 
were  made  a  legal  tender  in  the  country.    It 
was  well  known  that  during  the  panic,  the 
demand  for  gold  by  the  country  Innken  on 
the  Bank  of  England,  was  far  beyond  their 
wants.     It  was  in  fact,  equal  to  the  entin; 
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amount  of  their  issues,  from  a  desire  on 
their  part,  to  he  prepared  to  pay  every  one 
of  their  notes  in  gold.  On  this  point  he 
could  refer  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Horsley 
Palmer,  who  gave  a  most  lucid  description 
of  the  transactions  of  the  time.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  read  the  following  extract : 

Was  not  the  coosequeDce  of  that— the 
general  distrust — that  all  the  country  bankers 
that  remained  solvent,  but  who  were,  from  ac- 
cidental circumstances,  in  the  state  of  discredit 
you  have  described,  were  obliged  to  come 
upon  you  for  specie  to  meet  their  engagements, 
aod  to  meet  the  fears  and  apprehensions  they 
entertained  of  what  might  possibly  come  upon 
them  P— There  were  very  extensive  demands 
made  by  the  country  bankers  direct  upon  the 
Bank ;  but  I  presume  that  it  iwas  equally  large 
by  country  bankers  upon  their  London  corre- 
spondents. 

And  that  gold  coin  was  sent  to  erery  coun* 
try  town  in  the  kingdom  ? — I  believe  so. 

Did  uot  the  banks  of  Scotland  equally  fall 
upon  the  Bank  of  England  at  the  same  time  ? 
---Certainl]^. 

At  the  time  that  took  place,  was  there  any 
doubt  or  any  discredit  attaching  to  the 
Bank  of  England  throughout  that  transaction  P 
— None* 

Had  not  the  Bank  of  England  specie 
sufficient  to  meet  any  demand  that  might  arise 
from  the  simple  difficulty  of  the  foreign  ex- 
changes?— Certainly,  the  foreign  exchanges 
had  risen,  and  were  in  favour  of  the  country. 

Did  not  the  very  fact  of  the  distress  in  the 
interior  produce  a  revulsion  of  the  foreign  ex- 
changes and  bring  money  into  the  country  ?•— 
Immediately. 

But,  still  was  there  no  such  a  drain  of  specie 
from  the  Bank  that  even  that  return  of  money 
from  abroad  was  hardly  sufficient  to  meet  the 
demand  from  the  country? — From  the  diffi- 
culty of  getting  the  necessary  supply  of  coin 
from  the  Mint. 

So  that,  at  that  time,  when  the  Bank 
was  deemed  so  low,  still  the  specie  had  not 
gone  out  of  the  country,  but  was  in  the  coffers 
of  the  country  bankers  .'—Certainly,  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  public. 

Such  was  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Horsley 
Palmer.  It  was  well  known  that  such  was 
the  demand  for  gold  during  the  panic,  that 
the  Bank  was  run  within  a  few  hours  of 
its  deposits ;  and  it  was  perfectly  clear  both 
from  this  evidence,  and  from  every  other 
testimony,  that  at  that  time  the  exchanges 
were  in  favour  of  this  country,  and  gold 
was  sent  to  England  from  the  Continent. 
It  was  evident,  then,  that  a  great  portion 
of  those  inconyeniences  to  which  the  coun. 
try  was  then  exposed  might  have  been 
avoided.  The  Bank,  therefore,  had  not  to 
meet  demands  for  bullion  or  gold  to  be  sent 
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I  abroad,  but  only  for  the  use  of  the  country 
bankers.  Now  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
demand  of  the  country  banker  ?  The  de» 
mand,  at  a  period  of  panic,  was  not  propor* 
tionate  to  what  it  is  in  times  of  tranquillity. 
It  was  not  in  proportion  to  the  paper  that 
the  country  banker  might  have  issued,  but 
to  every  security  which  he  might  have  given, 
and  to  the  full  extent  of  his  engagements 
A  country  banker  had,  at  such  a  period,  to 
calculate  that  he  might  be  called  upon  to 
pay  all  his  deposits,  and  to  meet  all  his  en« 
gagements,  in  gold.  The  const^quence 
during  the  panic,  was,  that  the  run  on  the 
Bank  of  England  for  gold  was  far  beyond 
the  necessities  of  the  demand  ;  so  that  it 
was  by  no  means  an  unusual  case  to  see 
packages  of  gold  which  had  been  forwarded 
by  the  Bunk  of  England  to  country  hankers 
returned  unopened.  Indeed,  it  was  well 
known  that  thousands — ^nay,  some  hundreds 
of  thousands — of  sovereigns  were  sent  down 
to  countrv  bankers,  which  were  returned 
untouched  and  unpacked,  but  which  were 
merely  provided  as  a  security  against  the 
run  which  might  arise.  In  one  case,  which 
came  within  his  own  knowledge,  a  gentle- 
man, who  issued  not  more  than  between 
20,000/.  and  30,000/.  in  notes  obtained 
100,000  sovereigns,  in  order  that  he  might 
be  perfectly  prepared ;  and  this  money  was 
returned  untouched,  when  the  run  was 
over.  But  the  danger  to  the  Bank  was 
not  the  less  imminent,  hecause  the  fears  of 
the  holders,  of  country  notes  were  unneces- 
sarily great.  The  main  advantage  of  the  pre- 
sent plan,  then,  was,  that  in  times  of  ordinary 
occurrences,  the  circulation  of  the  country 
would  go  on  just  as  at  present,  as  regarded 
the  country  bankers,  lliey,  of  course, 
would  be  anxious  to  accommodate  their 
customers,  and  would,  therefore,  always 
keep  a  considerable  quantity  of  gold  in 
their  coffers,  and  sufficient  to  supply  the  ar« 
dinary  demand  of  the  country.  A t  the  same 
time  in  an  extraordinary  emeirgency,  such 
as  that  of  the  general  want  of  confidence 
in  1825 — he  hoped  that  such  a  calamitous 
event  would  not  occur  again ;  and  he  be- 
lieved that  this  plan  would  go  far  to  pre- 
vent it^ — the  countrv  banker,  instead  of  tak. 
ing  down  gold  for  the  extraordinary  demand, 
would  only  keep  gold  to  the  extent  of  a 
little  more  than  the  ordinary  demand  of 
his  customers,  and  would  provide  himself 
with  Bank  of  England  notes  for  the  proh. 
able  extraordinary  demand.  At  a  time 
of  commercial  or  political  panic,  persons 
often  hastened  to  the  country  bank  and 
withdrew  their  balances,  and  returned  them 
2  Y 
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at  the  end  of  two  or  three  days.  There- 
fore, the  country  hanker  was  obliged  to 
provide  for  cases  of  this  nature ;  and  one 
advantage  of  the  plan  they  were  discussing 
was,  that  notes  could  easily  be  procured  to 
provide  for  sucli  demands,  and  prevent  the 
extraordinary  demand  for  gold.  Some 
measure  of  this  sort  was  absolutelv  neces- 
sary  for  the  security  of  a  bank  of  issue, 
like  the  Bank  of  England.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  other  hon.  Members, 
had  stated  many  disadvantages  which, 
in  their  opinions,  were  likely  to  result 
from  this  measure;  but  most  of  them  ap- 
peared to  be  greatly  cxag^rated,  or  with- 
out foundation.  The  ri^it  hon.  Baronet 
stated,  that  he  was  satisfied  that  if  this 
measure  were  carried,  before  a  very  short 
time  had  elapsed,  there  would  be  an 
agio  on  gold  in  the  remoter  parts  of  the 
country.  He  did  not  think  that  this  would 
be  the  case ;  and  he  believed  that  his  hon. 
friend*  the  member  for  Warwickshire  (Sir 
George  Phillips)^  would  bear  him  out  in 
stating  that  there  had  been  no  difficulty  in 
procuring  gold  for  Bank  of  England  notes 
in  Manchester.  [An  Hofi,  Memb^:  But 
they  are  not  a  legal  tender.]  The  hon. 
Gentleman  said,  that  Bank  of  England 
notes  were  not  now  a  legal  tender;  but 
that  fact  would  make  no  difference,  for  the 
same  facilities  would  still  exist  for  affni-ding 
a  supply  of  gold,  without  an  agio,  A  Bank 
of  England  note  was  not  a  legal  tender  at 
Manchester,  and  yet  it  was  received  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  same  amount  of  gold. 
The  same  thing  happened  in  1827,  previous 
to  the  establishment  of  branch  banks.  His 
hon.  friend  had  stated,  that  before  1 827, 
there  was  no  difficulty  in  getting  gold  for 
notes  at  Manchester.  But  what  would  be 
the  greater  difficulty  under  this  law,  than 
there  existed  previous  to  die  establishment 
of  the  branch  bank  at  Manchester  ?  There 
was  no  difficulty  experienced,  now,  in 
getting  gold  for  Bank  of  England  notes, 
m  those  places  where  there  were  no  branch 
banks.  At  present  a  man  at  Leicester 
might  have  a  5L  note  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  argu- 
ment were  good  for  anything,  the  man 
would  be  liable  to  a  charge  for  agio,  if  he 
got  it  changed,  but  no  one  ever  heard  of  such 
a  charge  at  that  place  ;  nor  did  he  believe 
it  ever  would  arise.  He  repeated  that  his 
hon.  friend,  whose  opinion  on  the  subject, 
from  his  long  residence  in  Lancashire,  was 
entitled  to  every  attention,  said — that  tliere 
never  was  any  difficulty  experienced  in 
getting  gold  for  Bonk  of  England  notes  in 


that  county,  previous  to  or  rinee  the  ettab. 
lishment  of  the  branch  banks,  and  that  no 
one  ever  heard  of  a  charge  for  changing  a 
note,  on  the  ground  of  the  greater  expense 
of  sending  down  gold  than  Bank  of  Eog. 
land  notes.  As  at  present  there  was  no 
agio  for  gold  at  Manchester,  he  conceived 
that  when  the  Bill  passed,  there  would 
be  no  agio  char^^d  there.  But,  then,  said 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman^  look  to  Scot- 
land. There  waa  a  difference  of  four  per 
cent  in  the  exchange  between  Carlisle  and 
Dumfries.  That  was  in  bills ;  but  It  ap- 
peared to  him,  that  there  must  he  some 
error  in  the  statement  of  a  difference  of 
four  per  cent  between  Carlisle  and  Soot- 
land.  [^Sir  Robert  Peel :  it  was  the  state- 
ment of  Adam  Smith.]  He  could  not  belp 
feeling  tliat  there  must  have  been  ttnam 
extraordinary  circumstances  attending  the 
transaction.  The  charge  for  agio  could 
not  be  greater  than  the  expense  cH  tending 
gold  from  one  place  to  the  other;  and, 
therefore,  the  charge  for  agu>,  between 
Carlisle  and  Scotland,  could  never  amount 
to  the  sum  stated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle 
man,  unless  their  was  something  peculi^ir 
in  the  transaction.  The  statement  referred 
to  notes  having  an  optional  clause^  and 
probably  the  charge  for  interest  was  to  be 
calculated,  as  part  of  this  ibur  per  cent. 
The  agio  wa<t  only  the  equivalent  of  the 
expense  of  sending  gold  from  London  ;  snd 
when  they  found  that  Bank  of  England 
notes  in  Lancashire  are — and  were,  pre. 
vious  to  the  establishment  of  the  branch 
biinks— convertible  into  gold  without  an 
agioy  he  did  nut  conceive  that  an  agio  could 
exist  under  this  Bill.  Tliere  was  one  point 
dwelt  upon  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  on 
which  he  fell  into  a  complete  fallacy^  and 
to  which  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  ad. 
verting.  The  right  hon.  Baronet,  in  taking 
up  what  fell  from  his  hon.  friend,  the 
member  for  Essex,  respecting  the  circula- 
tion of  1 825,  said,  that  the  making  Bank 
of  England  notes  a  legal  tender,  would 
have  the  effect  of  driving  gold  out  of  the 
circulation.  The  right  hon.  Barouet  aeemed 
to  argue  as  if  we  were  to  have  1/.  and  'iL 
notes  as  a  legal  tender,  the  effect  of  which 
certainly  might  be  as  he  stated ;  but  thers 
were  to  be  no  Bank  of  England  notes  in 
circulation  of  a  less  value  than  the  country 
notes.  He  could  not  imagine  how  gold 
would  be  driven  out  of  circulation,  or  the 
security  of  the  country  banks  be  dinunithed 
by  this  measure.  At  present  the  oountiy 
banker  did  not  keep  a  much  greater  or  le» 
amount  of  gold  in  his  podsession  than  en* 
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abled  him  to  pay  hb  notes  in  gdd^  or  to 
meet  the  demands  of  his  customers.  He 
oould  not  conceive  how  it  was  possible  that 
the  measure  could  operate  in  tne  way  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  supposed.  The  only 
way  that  the  country  banker  could  dis. 
charge  his  oblieatlons,  and  change  his  notes 
into  coin  was,  by  sending  up  to  London  to 
convert  his  securities  into  monev.  If  there 
were  a  large  demand  for  gold  for  the  coun- 
try circulation^  he  was  obliged  to  obtain 
fresh  supplies  from  the  market  in  London. 
The  gold,  in  periods  of  distress  or  excite, 
ment,  did  not  find  its  way  back  into  the 
cofiers  of  the  country  banker ;  (br  In  those 
periods  he  paid  much  more  oold  than  he 
received,  as  his  notes  crowded  in ;  all  the 
cold  that  he  required  he  must  procure  fhmi 
ILondun.  He  oould  readily  conceive  a 
state  of  things  in  which  gold  might  be  cir- 
culating all  round  a  country  bank,  and  yet 
the  country  banker  might  not  be  able  to 
obtain  gold  on  the  spot  to  satisfy  the  demands 
on  him  for  it.  That  this  measure  had  a 
tendency  to  drive  gold  out  of  circulation, 
or  to  ruin  the  country  bankers-^was  to  him 
perfectly  unintelligible;  ftv  the  security 
would  be  the  same.  The  fadllty  of  raising 
money  to  meet  his  demands  would  be  the 
same  as  at  present,  and  the  circulation  would 
be  nearly  the  same.  The  country  bankers 
must  now  come  to  the  market  in  London  for 
gold,  when  they  had  a  demand  for  it )  and 
this  they  would  have  to  do  still.  The  mak- 
ing Bank  of  England  notes  a  legal  tender 
would,  of  course,  induce  them  to  take  those 
notes  to  a  certain  extent :  and,  therefore, 
although  the  Bank  of  England  notes  might 
lake  the  place  of  country  bank-notes,  they 
would  not  drive  out  onld,  nor  materially 
diminish  the  amount  m  it  in  circulation,  as 
the  demand  for  it  would  continue  nearly 
the  same,  and  the  country  bankers  must 
keep  a  supply  to  accommodate  their  custom. 
ers.  He  contended,  therefore,  that  Bank 
of  Bngland  paper  would  not  drive  gold  out 
of  cirt*ulntion,  but  could  only  displace  notes 
of  the  same  kind  as  itself;  but  he  very 
much  doubted  whether  such  a  result  would 
follow.  He  wished  it  distinctly  to  be  under- 
stood that  he  was  confining  his  observations 
to  this  clause — he  did  not  allude  to  the 
effects  of  the  other  parts  of  the  measure  on 
country  banks  ;  but  he  could  not  see  how, 
by  the  operation  of  this  clause,  country 
banks  would  be  materially  aifectod,  or 
c«)untTy-l)ank  paper  be  driven  out  of  cirru- 
ktiim  by  Bank  of  England  notes.  If 
country  bankers  found  it  for  their  advan- 
tage to  issue  paper-- and  there  was  nothing 


in  this  measure  mftterially  to  alter  their 
present  situation  as  regarded  the  issue  df 
notea^i-they  would  continue  to  do  so  with-* 
out  reference  to  Bank  of  England  notes 
being  a  legal  tender.  The  only  other 
argument  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to 
which  it  was  necessary  to  advert,  was  that 
respecting  the  branch  banks.  The  riflht 
hon.  Gentleman  said,  that  the  effect  of  Uus 
measure  might  be  to  destroy  the  branch 
banks  of  the  Bank  of  England.  In  the 
course  of  the  discussions  on  this  subject, 
they  had  heard  a  great  deal  said  against 
these  branch  banks ;  and  an  hon<  friend  of 
his  had  repeatedly  expressed  his  opposition 
to  them.  He  knew,  that  many  persons 
denied  that  these  establishments  haid  been 
productive  of  good.  He  was  not  one  of 
those  who  entertained  such  an  opinion; 
but,  after  all  the  great  abuse  that  had  been 
heaped  upon  them,  it  was  not  a  little  extra- 
ordinary that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  call  upon  those  hon.  Gentlemen 
around  him  not  to  sanction  this  part  of  th« 
measure,  as  it  might  deprive  us  of  the  great 
advantage  of  branch  banks !  But  be^d  not 
believe  that  the  branch  hmiks  would  be 
closed,  as  they  would  have  their  local  chm 
dilation  in  the  same  way  as  the  country 
banks,  or  the  Joint-stock  Banks.  They 
would  have  to  pay  5L  notes  in  gold,  in  tbfe 
same  way  as  the  country  banks,  or  Jointfi 
stock  Banks ;  and  would  not  be  more  liable 
than  the  latter  to  run  for  gold.  He  did  not 
believe  that  this  measure  would  operate  so 
as  to  lead  to  their  abolition ;  but  even  if 
it  were,  what  would  be  the  great  mischief  ^ 
If  it  were,  there  would  be  one  place,  Lon- 
don, in  which  the  Bank  of  England  notes 
would  be  payable  in  oold.  Now,  he  did  not 
see  that  any  great  evu  would  arise  from  the 

fayment  of  notes  being  limited  to  one  place, 
le  agreed  with  Mr.  Ricardo,  that  Bank 
paper  was  not  rendered  more  secure  by 
making  it  payable  in  half  a  doxen  places, 
or  branch  banks— or  that  it  would  be  in- 
jurious to  make  Bank  of  England  notes 
payable  in  one  place  only.  With  regard 
to  forgery,  he  admitted  that  it  was  an  ob- 
jection difficult  to  meet ;  but  he  at  once 
turned  to  those  who  put  this  forward  as  an 
argument,  and  called  upon  them  to  show 
that  there  was  a  temptation  held  out  in  thb 
metuure  to  commit  the  crime.  He  con« 
fessed  he  saw  no  reason  to  think,  that  the 
crime  would  be  increased  by  the  eflbct  of 
this  Bill ;  and  it  was,  therefore,  for  those 
who  urged  that  argument  to  prove  that 
such  risk  would  be  increased.  For  his  own 
part,  be  believed  nothing  of  the  kind ;  D9r 
2  Y2 


1383 


Bank  of 


{COMMONS}  Engtaiid  Charter.  I3S4 


did  he  thinks  that  Bank  of  England  notes 
were  more  liable  to  be  forged  than  country 
paper.  It  was  well  known  that  the  notes 
of  the  Banks  of  Scotland  circulated  far  be- 
yond their  place  of  payment ;  and  yet  there 
were  not  many  instances  of  their  being 
forged.  He  did  not  think,  that  ubiquity  of 
payment  of  Bank  of  England  notes  would 

freatly  increase  the  security  against  forgery, 
'he  main  object  of  making  Bank  of  Eng- 
land notes  a  legal  tender  was  to  give  se- 
curity to  the  circulation.  He  considered 
this  to  be  matter  of  the  very  first  conse- 
quence ;  and  he  was  sure  that  no  man  in  the 
House  would  be  more  unwilling  to  vote  for 
this  Resolution  than  he  should  be»  if  he 
thought  that  it  would  not  tend  to  that  ob- 
ject. If  he  thought  that  it  would  lead  to 
a  depreciation  of  the  standard  of  value,  he 
would  not  vote  for  the  measure ;  but,  ac 
cording  to  his  conception  of  the  standard  of 
value,  it  was  sufficient  that  paper  should 
be  convertible  into  gold  speedily  and  readily : 
•^and  with  Bank  of  England  notes  con. 
vertible  and  exchangeable,  he  denied  the 
possibility  of  a  depreciated  standard.  For 
these  reasons  he  gave  his  cordial  support  to 
the  Resolutions  of  his  noble  friend. 

Sir  George  Phillips  was  understood  to 
say,  that  one^eighth  per  cent  was  paid  in 
Manchester  as  an  agio  for  gold  before  the 
-establishment  of  the  branch  banks. 

Mr.  Cayley  conceived  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  (Mr.  P.  Thomson's)  statement 
to  be,  as  far  as  it  went,  a  satisfactory  answer 
to  the  statement  of  the  right  hon*.  Baronet. 
The  question  was  not,  after  all,  the  afford- 
ing security  to  the  Bank  of  England  or  to 
the  country  bankers  in  case  of  a  panic, 
but  to  the  public,  and  that  could  only  be 
done  by  making  Bank  of  England  notes 
a  legal  tender,  as  Ministers  proposed.  He, 
however,  could  not  approve  of  the  propo- 
sition to  make  country  5/.  notes  payable  in 
•gold  on  the  spot,  for  the  very  amount  would 
only  facilitate  the  means  of  entering  into  a 
conspiracy  to  injure  a  bank  by  a  run  for  gold, 
more  so  than  for  1/.  or  2/.  notes.  One  of 
the  objections  urged  was,  that  there  might 
be  a  premium  upon  notes  of  5L  and  up- 
wards. If,  however,  there  were  any  danger 
of  an  agio  between  bank-notes  and  metal 
to  be  apprehended,  the  remedy  was  easy, — 
namely,  to  make  silver  a  legal  tender  to  the 
amount  of  5/.  Then  the  issue  of  small 
notes  had  been  objected  to  as  a  cause  of  the 
panic  of  1825;  but  there  was  ample  evi- 
dence to  prove,  that  the  real  cause  was  over- 
speculation,  and  that,  in  point  of  fact,  it 
was  the  issue  of  1/.  notes  by  the  Bank  which 


put  a  stop  to  that  panic*  That  panid  bad 
been  justly  attributed  by  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown  to  a  want  of  a  sound  circulation. 
In  1822  the  proposal  was  to  increase  the 
quantity  of  Bank  notes,  by  which  prices 
rose  above  the  value  of  gold,  and  the  con. 
sequence  was  the  exportation  of  ^ecie, 
which,  in  fact,  was  the  principal  cause  of 
the  panic.  It  was  a  mist^e  to  suppose  that 
the  circulation  of  the  country  was  depend- 
ent upon  the  quantity  of  specie  in  it.  The 
amount  and  value  of  the  circulation  de- 
pended upon  the  property  or  security  of 
those  who  issued  notes.  A  political  and  a 
commercial  panic  were,  if  not  the  same,  at 
all  events  identical  in  their  efi^ts:  the 
effects  of  neither  could,  however,  be  dreaded 
in  this  country,  nor  did  they  ever  last  be- 
yond a  week.  A  panic  was,  indeed,  a  nine 
days'  wonder  and  no  more.  Although  he 
might  wish  some  portion  of  this  arrange- 
ment to  be  difierent,  he  would  not  look  a 
gift-horse  in  the  mouth,  and  would  conse- 
quently support  the  Resolution. 

Mr.  Wanmrton  agreed  with  bis  right 
hon.  friend,  the  Vice  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  that  in  case  of  an  internal  com. 
mercial  panic,  arising  from  the  temporary 
discredit  of  country  bankers,  there  would 
be  a  great  benefit  in  their  being  enabled  to 
meet  a  run  by  means  of  Bank  of  England 
paper.  This,  however,  was  the  only  argu. 
ment  in  favour  of  the  present  measure  ;  but 
he  did  ;not  think  this  a  sufficient  argument 
for  so  great  a  change,  which  had  only  this 
one  leg  to  stand  upon.  It  was  not,  in  hb 
view,  enough  to  diow  that  such  a  change 
was  merely  calculated  to  meet  one  species 
of  difficulty ;  and  if  it  was  admitted,  as  it 
was,  that  a  sound  circulation  was  a  subject 
of  the  highest  consequence  to  the  country, 
tlien,  when  a  change  was  made,  care  ought 
to  be  taken  that  it  should  be  so  made  as  not 
to  alter  the  habits  and  associations  of  the 
people,  nor  infringe  upon  the  security  felt 
by  them  in  that  circulation.  But  by  the 
present  measure  they  were  about  to  change 
that  security,  for  the  metallic  standaini 
would  be  affected  by  it.  In  all  other  insti- 
tutions, whenever  a  change  was  operated, 
they  were  fenced  round  with  securities,  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  danger,  wiAout 
relying  on  the  intrinsic  benefits  to  result 
from  the  change.  He,  therefore,  would 
found  the  metallic  standard  on  the  habits 
and  feelings  of  the  people — ^they  should  be 
accustomed  to  weigh  and  to  feel  what  they 
possessed,  so  that  when  an  attempt  was 
made  to  remove  this,  he  would  have  the 
people  so  wedded  to  it  as  at  once  to  revolt 


}3S5 


Bank  of 


{JuLT  1}  England  Charter. 


1386 


at  the  notion  of  its  removal.  These  were 
the  grounds  of  bis  objection  to  this  Resolu- 
tion, which,  although  in  republica  PlatonU 
it  might  be  very  good  and  feasible,  yet 
when  he  knew  that  there  was  in  this  coun- 
try a  considerable  party  always  anxious  to 
get  rid  of  the  metallic  standard,  he  would, 
at  the  haeard  of  some  inconvenience,  object 
to  the  change.  If,  however,  the  measure 
was  to  be  carried,  he  admitted,  that  one  of 
his  objections  was  met  by  the  alteration 
introduced  by  the  noble  Lord  (Althoro)  in 
his  own  Resolution.  It  was  his  belief  that 
if  the  Resolution  stood  as  it  did  originally, 
they  would  be  soon  rid  of  all  the  sovereigns 
in  circulation;  but  he  was  astonished  to 
perceive,  that  after  the  Bank  had  received 
the  privilege  of  their  notes  being  made  a 
legal  tender,  there  was  no  clause  to  enforce 
their  keeping  up  their  branch  banks.  The 
least  that  could  be  done  when  such  a  pri- 
vilege was  fl^ven  was,  that  every  facility 
should  he  sfibrded  to  the  people  to  change 
their  notes.  If  this  were  not  so,  how  could 
people  know  what  they  were  to  get  ?  What 
were  the  bankers  in  the  country  to  issue, 
and  were  the  notes  to  be  payable  at  the 
branch  banks  or  the  Bank  of  England  ?  He 
hoped  that  the  notes  would  be  made  payable 
either  at  the  one  or  the  other,  at  the  option 
of  the  holder.  If  the  present  measure 
were  passed,  they  should  recollect,  that  the 
whole  superstructure  of  bullion  in  the  cir- 
culation would  be  now  diminished,  and  in 
this  way.  Now  it  was  considered  that  one 
tenth  of  their  circulation  was  kept  by 
country  bankers  to  meet  demands  in  gold, 
hereafter  they  would  keep  this  one-tenth 
in  Bank  of  England  paper.  It  was  said, 
that  the  Bank  of  England  generally  had 
one-third  the  amount  of  its  issues  ready  in 
gpld,  but  now  the  country  banks  would  not 
need  to  make  their  demands,  and  the  supply 
would  be  reduced  to  a  third  of  the  one- 
tenth.  Another  great  evil  would  be  the 
revival  of  forgery.  It  was  well  known  that 
a  Royal  Commission  had  formerly  been  ap- 
pointed, to  inquire  into  the  best  means  of 
preventine  forgery :  and  thati  after  all  their 
investigations,  they  had  been  unable  to  dis- 
cover any  species  of  note  which  might  not 
be  imitated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  deceive 
the  great  mass  of  the  people.  These  were 
the  two  grounds  on  which  he  resisted  the 
present  proposition— first,  because  it  would 
remove  an  impediment  to  the  establishment 
of  a  general  paper  circulation,  by  diminish- 
ing the  connection  of  the  fedings,  habits, 
and  associations  of  the  people  with  a  me. 
tallk  .cuxrency ;  secondly^  because  it  was 


not  possible  to  discover  any  mode  of  avoid, 
ing  those  difficulties  which  were  formerly 
occasioned  by  forging  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  England.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
this  part  of  the  measure  would  not  be  car- 
ried. But,  if  it  were  carried,  he  hoped  it 
would  be  accompanied  by  a  clause  multiply- 
ing the  number  of  branch  banks. 

Mr.  Gisborne  deprecated  the  idea  of  Par- 
liament's generally  entering  into  petty  re^ 
gulations,  such  as  declaring  how  many 
branch  banks  there  were  to  be.  He  was, 
however,  aware  of  hishon.  friend's  reasons ; 
and  although  he  supi)orted  the  present 
Resolution  on  grounds  directly  the  reverse 
of  his  hon.  friend's,  he  would  have,  in  this 
instance,  no  very  great  objection  to  legislate 
similarly.  One  of  his  chief  reasons  for 
supporting  this  Resolution  was  because  of 
its  tendency  to  do  away  with  part  of  the 
gold  circulation.  Another  ground  that  he 
had  was  that  stated  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman near  him  (Mr.  P.  Thomson),  that 
in  cases  of  local  or  partial  panics,  it  would 
prevent  a  run  for  gold.  That  it  was  de- 
sirable to  do  away  with  a  metallic  circula- 
tion, provided  the  standard  of  value  was 
maintained,  was  the  doctrine  inculcated  by 
Hume,  Ricardo,  and  Homer,  as  well  as  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Essex;  and  when 
Ricardo  found  that  prices  were  lowered 
twenty-five  instead  of  five  per  cent,  he 
ascribed  it  to  the  folly  of  the  people,  who 
had  in  his  opinion  so  secure  a  system,  that 
such  a  desire  for  metal  as  was  evinced  was 
to  him  an  astonishment.  He  (Mr.  Gis- 
borne), however,  felt  that  in  arguing  thus, 
he  laboured  under  a  difficulty,  from  having 
before  contended  against  exclusive  privi- 
leges to  the  Bank  of  England,  or  any  other 
body.  In  this,  however,  he  was  overborne, 
and  he  therefore  hoped  the  noble  Lord 
would  adhere  to  his  Resolutions. 

Mr.  Frank-land  Lavis  thought,  that  this 
was  a  question  they  ought  to  put  to  them- 
selves— namely,  whether  any  sufficient  in- 
ducement was  shown  to  thein  to  make  so 
great  a  change  as  was  now  proposed  ?  And 
also,  was  there  any  one  who  could  contem- 
plate the  right  of  any  man  possessing  a 
note  to  demand  gold,  and  not  tremble 
when  he  heard  that  Bank  of  England  notes 
were  now  to  be  made  a  legal  tender  ? 
Would  such  a  course  not  shake  men's  habitat, 
and  perhaps  injure  wliat  ought  to  be  the 
legal  security  of  the  country.^  He  ad- 
mitted, that  the  amount  uf^gold  in  circula- 
tion was  not  likely  to  be  diminished  by  this 
measure.  Country  bankers  would  now 
not  have  that  necessity  to  make  a  store  to 
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meet  demands  upon  them,  and  thus^  pro 
ianto,  there  would  be  less  absorbed  from 
circulation.  But  suppose  the  country 
bankers  to  have  now  1,000,000  of  sovereigns 
constantly  in  deposit  for  this  jiurpose,  what 
Would  be  the  e^ct  of  adding  this  to  the 
money  now  passing?  Nothing  upon  the 
price  of  gold^  for  it  was  known,  that  larger 
sums  were  frequently  hoarded  without 
any  sensible  effect  on  the  market  value  of 
the  metal.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
dwelt  upon  the  panic  of  1835,  and  the 
trembling  and  agony  experienced  at  the 
time,  to  prove  that  these  commercial  panics 
were  far  from  being  a  mere  nine  days' 
wonder,  but  of  the  most  serious  importance. 
Notwithstanding  all  that  had  been  sud  by 
his  hon.  friend  opposite,  he  contended  that 
the  removal  of  the  IL  and  2/.  notes  bad 
greatly  diminished  the  chance  of  panic; 
and  a  further  security  against  its  occurrence 
was  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  they  had 
reduced  the  amount  of  the  country  bank 
circulation  one-third.  He  had  no  objection 
to  allow  those  who  chose  to  take  Bank  of 
England  notes  in  payment  of  their  demands 
to  do  so ;  but  any  act  which  compelled  a 
man  to  take  the  notes  of  an  institution  the 
stability  of  which  he  might  have  cause  to 
distrust,  was  an  act  of  tyranny.  The  noble 
Lord's  proposition  had  been  described  as 
replete  with  advantages  to  the  country 
bankers ;  all  he  could  say  was,  that  if  he 
were  a  country  banker,  he  should  deprecate 
the  boon.  The  hon.  member  for  Essex  had 
said,  that  in  the  event  of  war  breaking  out, 
a  bank  restriction  roust  be  resorted  to ;  and 
in  that  case  he  begged  the  House  to  con. 
aider  what  situation  the  country  bankers 
would  be  placed  in.  Suppose  Parliament 
not  to  be  sitting  at  the  time,  and  that  an 
Order  in  Council  should  be  issued  to  pre. 
vent  the  Bank  of  England  paying*  gold. 
The  country  hankers  would  still  be  liable 
to  nay  in  gold; — their  coffers  would  be 
drained ;— aud  when  they  sent  to  London 
for  gold,  they  would  find  that  a  restriction 
was  placed  upon  the  Bank.  If  the  noble 
Lord's  original  Resolution  had  been  agreed 
to,  he  would  at  last  have  been  forced  to 
have  recourse  to  a  1/.  note  currency  ;  and 
he  had  only  escaped  from  that  evil  by  the 
proposition  of  a  measure,  the  effect  of 
which,  if  not  a  nullity^  would  be  full  of 
hazard. 

Mr.  CobbeltjBaid,  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  stating  at  the  present  moment 
what  hu  sentiments  were  with  respect  to 
the  Rescdution  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord, 
but  to  show  the  House  what  weight  ought 


to  be  attached  to  the  authorities  quoteA  kf 
an  hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Gisbome). 
The  first  authority  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  was  Mr.  Homer.  Tlmt  Gentle- 
man was  Chairman  of  the  Committees 
which  sat  in  1810  and  £811,  and  whkh 
recommended  Parliament  to  pass  m  law  to 
compel  the  Bank  of  England  to  pay  in 
gold  at  the  end  of  two  yean  from  dmt 
period.  If  that  scheme  hai  been  Ibllowed, 
the  whole  concern  would  have  been  blown 
up  in  a  very  short  time.  Thus  much  for 
the  hon.  Memlicr's  authority  the  fifst. 
Authority  the  second  was  Mr.  Ricudou 
Now  it  was  well  known  that  Mr.  Rkatdo, 
in  recommending  the  measure  of  I8I9» 
said  that  it  would  not  reduce  prices  more 
than  thiee-and*a-half  per  cent  However, 
he  afterwards  went  as  far  as  fmirper  oent, 
and  at  last  got  to  five  per  cent  Tht  third 
authority  was  the  htm.  member  fimr  Esaex, 
who  quoted  Hume  to  the  effect  that  the 
effects  of  a  change  from  paper  money  to 
cadi  payments  woidd  only  be  idt  datittg 
the  transition.  The  hon.  member  fior 
Essex,  however,  did  not  seem  to  leorikct 
that  Hume  had  not  in  his  contemplation  a 
debt  of  800,000,0002.,  the  amount  of  wfaicii 
would  not  be  diminished  by  the  traosttion 
from  paper  to  gold.  With  respect  to  the 
question  under  discussion,  all  he  would  say 
was,  that  this  was  not  the  time  to  endeavmir 
to  patch  up  the  concern  by  propositioiis  for 
making  Bank  notes  legal  tender,  bat  it  was 
their  duty  now  to  come  to  such  a  settle- 
mcnt  as  would  give  the  King's  coin  to  tiieir 
fellow-countrymen  for  the  rest  of  their 
lives,  and  to  their  children  afto  them. 
When  the  noUe  Lord's  resolu^n  arrived 
at  such  a  stage  as  would  enalde  htm  (Mr. 
Cubbett)  to  say  ''  this  is  the  thing  at  last^" 
be  would  then  oficr  some  observaiioiui  on 
it;  but  before  he  sat  down  hecoold  not 
help  expressing  his  astonishment  when  be 
recollected  the  kind  of  reception  he  had 
latterly  met  with,  that  the  House  had  on 
the  present  occasion  listened  to  him  ao  laog 
and  so  patiently. 

Mr.  Richards  also  supported  Ae  Resoln* 
tion,  and  he  did  so  on  ttie  gromid  tbat  it 
would  tend  tocheckpanicsarisingeiliier  Urom 
political  or  commeieial  causes.  It  aras  well 
known  that  many  faanken  kept  50,0001.  in 
coin  to  meet  a  run  upon  them,  wliile  in 
ordinary  times  5,0002.  was  quite  enmigh. 
When  the  panic  came^  however,  then  they 
were  like  others  foroed  to  crowd  to  Lon. 
bard^treet  to  procure  means  to  meet  the 
demand.  He  approved  also  of  tlie  altera, 
tbn  which  the  nme  Lotd  had  male  ia  his 
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origlosi  resolution^  and  trusted  that  he 
vrotild  not  he  induced  to  abandon  it.  Had 
Budi  a  measure  us  that  reoommended  by  the 
noUe  Lord's  resolution  been  in  operation 
.in  ITSTy  no  panic  would  have  oocui'red  at 
thai  period,  and  consequently  no  Bank 
Restriction  Act  would  have  been  necessarv. 
He  Admitted  that  it  would  operate  to  create 
SMt  aflio  on  gold;  but  he  was  far  from 
thinking  that  this  effect  would  be  either 
pernicious  or  unjust.  He  believed  that  it 
^wroold  prevent  tlmt  distress  and  difficulty 
tftkiog  place  which  had  always  occurred  in 
times  of  eommercial  embarrassment,  in 
oonsequeoce  of  persons  holding  country 
bank-notes,  simultaneously  demanding  their 
payment. 

Mr.  Groie  said,  he  must  admit  that  up 
to  a  fliiort  time  ago  this  measure  met  with 
his  concurrence;  but  subsequent  inquiry 
had  convinced  him  that  it  was  calculated  to 
^efivet  more  harm  than  good  for  the  country. 
He  was  perfectly  ready  to  admit,  that  to  a 
ooBsidetakle  extent  it  would  be  advantage- 
ous in  distrusting  (assuming  it  was  not 
carried  too  far)  the  country  circulatitm ; 
but  there  would  be  no  advantage  at  all  if 
the  feeling  should  be  carried,  as  possibly  it 
might  be,  to  a  distrust  even  of  the  circula. 
iion  of  the  Bank  itself.  The  measure  did 
not  give  the  means,  as  he  once  believed  it 
did,  for  maintaining  what  he  might  terra 
the  retail  ctroulation  of  coin.  On  that 
ground  he  must  withhold  his  assent  from 
it.  He  admitted  that  from  the  competition 
whidi  would  arise  amongst  the  country 
banks,  gold  would  be  extended  over  many 
of  their  localities;  but  ho  doubted  if  it 
would  be  so  to  a  pro|)er  extent  all  over 
£ngiand.  There  would  not  be,  in  his 
opinion,  an  adequate  supply  of  specie  over 
the  poor  districts  as  well  as  the  rich  ones. 
In  fact,  there  would  be  a  certain  commis- 
sioo  charged  on  gold  over  that  which  would 
be  demanded  for  notes.  This  had  been  the 
case  in  Manchester  on  the  establishment  of 
the  branch  bank,  to  the  extent  of  one- 
eighth,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  had 
tended  materially  to  alter  his  views  upon 
the  subject.  It  would  prove  a  great  hard, 
ship  on  the  poor  and  remote  districts,  more 
eipecially  those  far  removed  from  a  town 
where  there  was  a  branch  honk.  A  further 
lesson  for  his  present  view  of  the  subject, 
was,  that  by  the  woridng  of  this  clause  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  hindering  small 
depositors — ^men  who  had  their  thirty  or 
forty  pounds—from  carrying  gold  to  the 
amntry  hank*  They  took  it  there  now 
because  iHmj  knew  thoy  oould  hate  it  bask 


on  demand,  hut  they  would  of  course  cease 
to  do  so  when  they  had  no  longer  a  legal 
title  to  its  repayment  in  the  same  coin  in 
wliicli  it  was  deposited.  Thus  would  they 
deprive  country  bankers  of  the  means  of 
conferring  benefit  on  their  neighbourhood, 
for  it  was  by  receiving  these  small  savings 
that  they  were  enabled  to  spread  ci4>ital 
over  the  country.  It  was  from  the  great 
suspicion  ho  now  entertained  that  there 
would  be  a  deficiency  of  local  specie,  and 
that  consequently  there  would  be  a  great 
liability  to  the  occurrence  of  a  eommercial  / 
panic— it  was  in  a  ereat  measure  from  a 
suspicion  on  that  head  that  he  should  with- 
hold his  assent  ft!om  the  present  BilL  He 
could  not  give  his  consent  to  the  measure 
unless  he  saw  perfectly  that  there  would 
be  always  a  sufficient  amount  of  specie  dis. 
tributcd  through  the  country,  and  he  must 
say,  that  he  did  not  see  any  provision  for 
such  a  result  in  the  present  Bill,  nor  was 
he  convinced  that  such  would  be  its  effect. 
He  had  a  further  distrust  of  this  measure 
from  the  circumstance  that  it  was  adopted 
and  praised  by  Gentlemen  who  hdd  certain 
opinions  on  the  question  of  the  currency, 
which  he  had  no  doubt  they  held  sincerely 
enough,  but  which  he  could  not  avoid  con- 
sidering as  likely  to  be  injurious  to  the 
country  if  they  were  adopted.  He  thought 
that  they  ought  to  refrain  from  any  altera- 
tion of  the  currency,  such  as  was  now  pro- 
]X)scd,  without  having  first  proved  to  them 
that  there  was  a  clear  and  distinct  eril  to 
be  remedied,  and  that  the  remedy  itself  was 
one  that  not  only  would  meet  the  evil  to 
be  provided  asainst,  but  that  would  not 
occasion  an  evil  of  a  different  kind,  and 
perhaps  of  a  greater  extent.  This  was  the 
more  necessary,  as  there  was  scarcely  any 
eril  that  could  happen  that  would  not  he 
ascribed  in  the  minds  of  most  men  to  a 
change  in  the  currency.  It  was  always 
made  responsible  for  all  the  distresses  that 
might  bcfal  the  country  at  that  period. 
This  miffht  be  right  or  it  might  he  wrong, 
but  the  fact  was  so.  He  should  not  pretend 
to  say,  that  the  present  system  of  the  cur« 
rency  was  free  from  all  imt^nary  objec- 
tions :  but  so  far  as  he  knew,  there  were 
none  to  which  it  was  liable,  against  which 
might  not  be  opposed  equal  if  not  greater 
objections  in  the  plan  now  proposed.  Till, 
therefore,  the  danger  to  be  remedied  and 
the  safety  of  the  remedy  itself  were  fully 
made  out,  he  should  not  feel  himself  at 
liberty  to  accede  to  the  noble  Lord's  pro- 
positions. He  knew  that  what  he  had  now 
said  was  not  ia  aooordsnoe  with  his  former 
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opinions  on  this  subject ;  he  distinctly  called 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact ;  but 
more  extended  experience  had  had  the 
efiect  of  showing  him  his  mistake,  and  he 
left  this  confession  of  his  error,  which 
truth  required  him  to  make^to  operate  on 
his  reputation  as  Gentlemen  might  think 
fit  it  should. 

Lord  Alihorp  observed^  that  the  change 
in  the  hon.  Member's  opinions  had  taken 
place  since  the  evidence  he  gave  before  the 
Committee  on  the  Bank  Charter,  and  cer- 
tainly the  hon.  Member  had  little  right  to 
find  fault  with  his  (Lord  Althorp's)  opin- 
ions, since  those  opinions  had  been  much 
influenced  by  the  suggestions  of  the  hon. 
Member,  as  given  in  that  evidence.  The 
noble  Lord  then  referred  to  some  answers 
of  the  hon.  Member,  given  to  the  Com- 
mittee, to  show  that,  in  those  answers,  the 
payment  of  country  bank-notes  by  Bank 
of  England  notes  had  been  recommended. 
The  hon.  Gentleman,  however,  now  said 
that,  since  giving  that  evidence,  other  cir- 
cumstances coming  to  his  knowledge  had 
altered  his  opinions,  and  especially  the  fact 
of  the  commission  paid  for  gold  in  Lanca- 
shire since  the  establishment  of  the  branch 
banks.  He  must  say,  that  he  could  not 
agree  with  the  hon.  Member  in  supposing 
that  the  poorer  districts  of  the  country 
would  suffer  from  this  measure — indeed,  he 
believed  that  all  the  evils  anticipated  by 
the  hon.  Member  as  likely  to  occur  in  such 
districts  would  be  prevented .  by  the  com- 
petition among  the  country  bankers.  The 
hon.  Member  had  supposed  that  the  poorer 
classes  of  tradesmen  in  the  country  would 
dislike  to  place  coin  in  the  hands  of  the 
country  bankers,  because  they  would  not 
be  able  to  draw  it  out  again.  Now,  though 
they  would  not,  under  this  Bill,  have  exacdy 
a  legal  daim  to  .draw  it  out  again,  yet,  if 
there  were  two  banks  in  one  place,  and  one 
was  ready  to  pay,  when  required,  in  gold, 
and  the  other  was  not  ready  to  do  so,  that 
difference  in  their  mode  of  dealing  would 
make  the  people  select  one  of  these  banks 
in  preference  to  the  other,  and  that  selec- 
tion would  cure  the  evil.  He  believed, 
that  the  anticipated  evils  were  never  likely 
to  be  felt,  except  in  times  of  great  difficulty, 
and  against  such  occasions  the  measure  had 
endeavoured  to  provide.  In  times  of  diffi- 
culty  it  was  of  the  greatest  possible  import- 
ance to  increase  the  security  of  the  Bank 
of  England — and  times  of  difficulty,  like 
those  of  1825,  might  again  occur.  But 
then,  «aid  the  hon.  member  for-  Biidport, 
the  ^ect  of  this  measure  must  be  to  tend 


to  produce  a  conaderaUe  depceciataaa.   ia 
the  standard  of  value.     Tbe  haa^  Member 
knew  as  well  as  any  oae>  that  the  effect  of 
such  a  circumstance  would  be  to  torn  tlie 
foreign  exchanges  aeaiast  this  country,  and 
that  being  so,  the  oank  must  have  audi  a 
drain  of  gold  as  would  have  the  efiect  of 
restoring  the  exchanges.    There  was  no- 
thing but  a  Bank  Kestrictioa  Act  that 
could    keep  the    exchanges  penoanently 
against  this  country.     He  bdieved^  that 
the  fears  of  the  hon.  Member  weie  groimd- 
less,  and  that  the  change  would  be  pKodnc- 
tive  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  this  ooun- 
try.     Instead  of  affivding  any  giound  for 
apprehension  that  it  would  produce   bad 
effects  on  the  circulating  medium,  he  be- 
lieved that  all  such  evils  were  fully  guarded 
against,  and  that  it  would  be  most  deaamUe 
that  the  Resolution  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Clay  thoueht,  that  the  nunly  and 
noble  conduct  of  the  hon.  member  for 
don,  in  thus  fiankly  avowing  what  he 
considered  to  be  an  error  of  opinion^  was 
above  all  praise ;  and  instead  of  detracthig 
from  his  diaracter  for  talent  and  judgment, 
would  only  increase  his  deservedly  hi^ 
reputation.   With  reqpect  to  the  plan  which 
the  Government  had  proposed,  he  thou^t 
the  noble  Lord  had  altogether  failed,  both 
in  showing  that  there  was  any  difficulty  or 
danger  in  the  present  system,  and  that  the 
proposed  plan  would  obviate  it.    The  noble 
Lord  had  shown  no  necessi^  for  such  a 
change  in  our  monetary  system,  and  in  his 
opinion,  no  such  panic  as  that  cf  1825  was 
likely  again  to  occur.    He  bdieved,  that 
the  plan  of  the  Govtaunent  was  not  cal- 
culated to  obviate  any  real  danger ;  but  he 
feared  that  it  was  likely  to  create  same. 
He  thought  that  they  incurred  danger,  in 
infringing  on  the  principle  of  the  converti- 
bility of  Bank  paper ;  and  he  should  oppose 
that  part  of  the  plan  most  deddedly.  Coun- 
try banks  had  already  sufficient  facilities  for 
circulating  their  paper ;  the  issue'  of  it  was 
favoured  by  several  different  drcumstanoes. 
He  knew  that  there  were  instances  in  some 
of  the  manufacturing  districts  in  which 
manufacturers  paid  their  men  in  a  body, 
so  that  they  might  give  among  three  or 
four  men  one  5L  country  bank-note,  instead 
of  giving  to  each  the  .amount  due  to  him 
in  sovereigns ;  and  these  men  were  charged* 
at  the  public-house  where  they  spent  their 
money.  Is.  for  each  note  changed  for  them. 
This  was  a  serious  evil  in  these  pboes. 
[Cries  of  "fiame/'and  ''where:*]    In  the 
manufacturing  districts  of  Lancsahire  and 
Yorkahixe  he  had  Imown  instmoos  of  iU 
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He  oould  tdl  the  noUe  Lord^  that  there 

was   already  a  fediog  against  this  plan, 

even  in.  those  parts  of  the  country  where 

Bank    of  Exighuid  notes  now  circulated 

instead  of  country  notes :  and  that  in  these 

placses  indignation  was  already  expressed  at 

the  attempt  of  the  Govemnient  to  make 

Bank  of  Eneland  notes  a  legal  tender,  and 

there  nvas  akeady  a  disposition  to  comhine 

and  prevent  their  circulation.    What  were 

the    intentions  of  the  Government  with 

respect  to  Scotland  and  Ireland  on  this 

part  of  the  subject  ?    Did  the  noble  Lord 

mean  to  make  Bank  of  England  notes  a 

legal  tender  in  those  parts  of  the  Empire  ? 

for  if  he  did,  he  might  as  well  resort  at 

once  to  a  Bank  Restriction  Act,  the  evils 

of  which  he  had  just  confessed.    So  per* 

suaded  were  the  Americans  of  the  necessity 

of  a  perfect  convertibility  of  paper  into 

gold,   that  there  were  no  Charters  now 

given   to  incorporate  banks  there,  except 

upon  the  condition  that  they  were  to  be 

forfeited,  the  moment  they  were  unable 

to  pay  a  single  sum  in  gold. 

Mr.  John  Smith  commenced  by  praising 
the   liberality  with  which  the  Bank  of 
England  had  acted  in  every  crisis  of  public 
difficulty,  and  especially  in  the  year  1825, 
when  such  a  panic  occurred  as,  he  believed, 
would  never  occur  again.    At  that  time 
the  Bank  had  committed  a  mistake  in  the 
extent  to  which  it  carried  its  liberality. 
Now,  it  was  the  interest  of  every  man, 
manufacturer  as  well  as  agriculturist,  to 
protect  public  credit ;  and  a  second  mistake 
in  the  Bank  of  England  might  be  injurious 
to  the  whole  country.    This  mistake,  how- 
ever, could  not  occur  if  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England  were  made  legal  tender. 
He  was  of  opmion,  that .  making  them  a 
Icgil  tender  would  not  occasion  any  great 
scarcity  of  gold.    Though  it  might  be  true 
that  a  publuan  had  charged  J  s.  for  changing 
a  5L  country  note  into  sovereigns,  he  would 
not  say  that  he  doubted — ^he  would  say  at 
once  that  he  disbelieved^— that  any  country 
banker  had  ever  done  such  a  thine.     He 
contended,  that  the  right  bon.  mem^  for 
Tamworth,  on  bringing  in  Ids  Bill  of  1819^ 
had  rendered  great  service  to  the  country. 
We  had  now  none,  thank  God!  with  l/« 
and  2L  notes :  if  they  should  ever  asain  be 
permitted  to  return  into  circulation,  he 
would  retire  from  banking  and  live  as  well 
as  he  oould  on  his  means,  believing,  as  he 
did,  that  our  ruin  would  infallibly  follow 
the  recurrence  to  such  a  practice.     He 
thqaght  that  the  first  opinion  of  his  hon. 
firiendL  the  member  for  the  city  of  London, 
vasthobfiiti   A|  to  the  fom  which  0Q]ne 


hon.  Members  seemed  to  entertain  of  the 
injurious  effects  of  the  measure  on  the  cur- 
rency, he  thought  they  were  altogether 
groundless.  Looking,  then,  at  the  measure 
in  every  point  of  view,  he  thought  it  would 
benefit  the  eountry,  and  he  would,  there- 
fore, give  it  his  coidial  concurrence. 

Mr.  Blamire  expressed  a  hope,  that  as 
so  much  depended  on  the  judicious  settle- 
ment of  this  question,  it  would  receive  the 
most  serious  consideration.  He  trusted, 
therefore,  that  hon.  Members  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  would  state  what  were  likely 
to  be  its  effects  in  those  places  with  which 
they  were  best  acquainted*  On  these 
grounds  he  would  say  a  few  words  as  to 
what  he  thought  would  be  its  efl^ts  in 
the  northern  parts  of  the  country,  in  which 
he  considered  that  it  would  be  productive 
oi  no  advantage  whatever  to  the  country 
banker,  and  would  be  a  serious  inconveni- 
ence to  the  community.  He  could  not 
but  r^^t,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  not 
brought  his  plan  to  some  perfect  form  be- 
fore he  submitted  it  to  the  House,  which 
was  thus  inconveniently  called  upon  to 
pronounce  upon  a  part  of  the  plan  before 
it  was  made  acquainted  with  the  whole. 
That  part  of  the  measure  which  would 
tend  to  diminish  the  circulation  of  country 
notes,  and  to  substitute  those  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  would  be  found  greatly  in- 
oonvement  to  the  people  of  some  of  the 
northern  counties,  where  they  had  a  strong 
objection  to  Bank  of  Enghmd  paper,  and 
preferred  country  paper,  as  they  had  much 
less  difficulty  in  detecting  forgeries  of  the 
latter  than  of  the  former.  One  effect  of 
the  plan  would  be,  that  the  demand  for 
gold  in  the  northern  counties  would  be 
increased,  instead  of  being  diminished,  for 
those  who  now  took  country  notes  were 
satisfied  with  them,  as  being  better  able  to 
detect  any  foigeries  of  them,  but  now,  if 
the  circulation  of  those  notes  was  limited, 
they  would  seek  for  gold  rather  than  take 
Bank  of  England  notes,  with  which  they 
were  not  acquainted. 

Sir  John  WrotUsley  said,  that  this  was 
one  of  the  most  important  subjects  that 
had  ever  come  under  the  consideration  of 
that  House.  It  was  one  which  at  difierent 
times  had  occupied  the  attention  of  some 
of  the  greatest  statesmen  of  modem  times, 
who,  dmfering  in  most  other  points,  con^ 
curred  in  that  of  the  impolicy  of  making 
Bank  of  England  notes  a  l^ai  tender. 
Both  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox  had  disclaimed 
the  intention  of  making  Bank  of  Endand 
notes  permanentljr  a  ]q|;al  tender.  Even 
«fter  the  reitrictum  of  1797  U  was  not 
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•dmtttdl^  that  in  all  cases  they  were  a  legal 
tender,  and  this  went  on  till  1811,  when 
a  noble  Lord,  whom  they  all  lamented 
(Lord  King),  raised  the  question  in  that 
year,  but  not  for  the  motives  fals<;ly  attri- 
buted to  him,  and  demanded  the  i>ayment 
of  his  rents  in  gcdd.  On  that  occasion  the 
kte  Lord  Stanhope  brought  in  a  Bill,  which 
was  to  have  the  effect  of  making  the  Bank 
of  England  note  a  legal  tender  for  its  full 
iHiminal  amount.  Lord  Liverpool  at  first 
declared  that  he  would  oppose  it :  but,  after 
some  consultation  with  the  Bank,  he,  in  a 
few  days,  consented  to  tlie  Bill.  If  the 
House  would  allow  him^  he  would  state 
why  Lord  Liverpool  was  induced  to  pass 
that  Act.  Lord  Liverpool  said : — '  By  it 
'  one  great  and  material  objection — that 

*  which  referred  to  making  bank.notes  a 

*  legal  tender — was  in  a  <nreat  measure  ob- 

*  Tiated.     Generally  speuiing,  the  subject 

*  in  qtiestion  was  not  proper  for  legislative 

*  interference,  except  in  cases  of  positive 
'  necessity,  of  which,  as  yet,  he  saw  no 

*  proof.  It  would  be  preferable  to  rely 
'  upon  the  general  principle  of   mutual 

*  confidence,  and  the  good  sense  of  the 
-'  people  at  large.  Here  he  did  not  see  a 
'  sufficient  case  made  out  to  induce  a  de- 
^  parture  from  that  principle.'*  This  was 
the  opinion  of  Loi^  Liverpool  ;  and  it 
should  be  remarked,  that  the  nc^c  Lord 
supported  the  Bill  because  it  did  not  make 
bank-notes  a  legal  tender.  But  it  might 
be  said,  perhaps,  that  he  was  only  quoting 
a  departed  authority.  If  the  House  would 
allow  him,  he  would  give  them  the  opinion 
of  a  living  authority.  Earl  Grey  said  :-^ 
'  The  consequence  of  this  proceeding  must 

*  be,  that  t^  bank-notes  will  become  a 

*  legal  tender,  and  then  this  country  would 
^  be  subjected  to  the  greatest  evils  experi- 
'  enced  by  die  Frendi  government  in  the 

*  time  of  the  As8ignats.'t  But  lest  it 
should  be  said,  that  these  reports  of  debates 
might  not  be  correct,  he  would  quote  an 
auUiority  with  respect  to  which  there  oould 
be  no  mistake.  It  was  no  other  than  a 
protest  against  that  Bill,  and  it  contained 
these  words :— -'  Because  we  think  it  the 

*  duty  of  this  House  to  mark,  in  the  fint 
'  instance,  with  the  most  decided  repniba- 
'  tion,  a  Bill  which,  in  our  judgment, 
'*  manifestly  leads  to  the  introduction  of 
■*  laws  imposing  upon  the  country  the  oom- 

*  pulflory  circulation  of  a  paper  currency-— 
<  a  measure  frau^t  with  injustice,  destnic- 
'  tive  of  all  confidenoe  in  the  legal  security 
'  of  contracts,  and,  as  invariable  experience 
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*  has  shown,  necessarily  productive  of  the 
'  most  fatal  calamities.'^  And  who  did 
the  House  think  signed  that  protest  ?  He 
found  the  names  of  Grey,  Lansdown,  and 
Vassall  Holland  appended  to  it.  The  bon. 
Baronet  then  went  on  to  contend,  that 


measure  might  be  productive  of  sreat  in- 
justice to  individuals.  A  man,  for  instance, 
might  purchase  an  estate  in  Cumbetiand 
for  100,000iL,  and  the  seller  would  he 
oUiged  to  take  the  amount  in  Bank  of 
England  notes,  when  probably  at  that  very 
time  the  Bank  might  have  ccand  to  pajr 
in  gold. 

Mr.  Foraler  concurred  in  the  view  of 
this  question  taken  by  the  ban.  BaRtnet, 
and  contended  that  the  result  of  an  a^ 
proximation  to  making  paper  a  legal  tender 
would  necessarily  be  a  depreciation  of  Bank 
paper.  He  greatly  regretted,  that  aueh  a 
change  as  this  diould  be  brought  aboat  at 
the  present  time,  when  we  had  got  asoand 
and  settled  system  of  circulation,  lestiag 
on  the  principle  of  convertibiUty.  The 
chief  ground  for  diminishing  the  dnru. 
lation  of  country  paper  was,  that  a  large 
issue  of  that  paper  rendered  the  exchanges 
less  manageable  by  the  Bank  than  they 
otherwise  would  be.  This  he  denied,  and 
contended,  that  the  influence  of  country 
bank  paper  was  so  indirect  and  remote,  as 
to  render  no  additional  precautioDs  ne- 
cessary on  the  part  of  the  Bank.  As  to  the 
panic  of  1625,  it  was  imppssible  that  socfa 
a  panic  should  recur  again  so  long  as  the 
1/.  notes  were  kept  out  of  circulation.  In 
conclusion)  he  implored  the  Committee  to 
pause  before  it  took  a  step  where  to  ad. 
vance  would  be  extremely  dangeroua,  and 
to  retreat  extremely  difficulty  and  yet  re* 
treat  they  must  :— 

Il«vocare  gmdum,  «op«n8que  «vadevp  «d  aarss. 
Hoc  opus,  aic  labor  mU 

Mr.  EiMn9on  denied,  that  the  cases  of 
Lord  Stanhope's  Bill  quoted  by  8ir  J. 
Wrottcsley  had  any  application  to  present 
circumstances.  Formerly  notes  or  every 
description  were  received  in  payment,  but 
by  this  measure  all  sums  of  bL  were  pay- 
able, on  demand,  in  gold.  What  would  he 
the  effect  of  this?  It  was  said,  that  it 
would  give  a  check  to  payment  in  grid. 
No  doubt  it  would  in  a  slisht  d^ree: 
but  that  was  the  object  of  Government, 
to  prevent  a  sudden  demand  for  gold  more 
than  was  necessary.  It  was  only  a  choice 
of  evils :  it  was  perfeetly  well  known  that 
there  was  not  gold  enough  in  die  country 
to  pay  all  the  demands  between  man  and 
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How  eoiild  they  pay  itB,0O0fO0Ol., 

the  imtmweat  ot  the  National  Debt,  in  goid? 

They  must^  tharefoiey  have  wme  of  those 

paymeBtB  represented  by  a  paper  currency, 

wkieh»  on  the  preasitt  plan,  he  must  again 

«mtcnd>     would   suffer   no   depredation. 

What  was  the  laet  in  1SS6  ?     Why,  it  was 

well  known,  that  country  bankers  came  up 

to  Lottdon  in  that  3rear,  and  Xxxk  away 

with    them  large  masses  of  gold,  which 

were  found  afterwards  not  to  be  necessary, 

though  gnat  trouble  had  been  gone  to  to 

procure  it.    The  great  object  of  this  Bill 

was  to  guard  against  the  recurrence  of  such 

a  demand  fbr  goid* 

Mr.  Mark  PkUipt  opposed  the  Motion. 
When  he  remembercd  that  the  Bank  of  £ng- 
Uoid   vras  in  itself  merely  a  mercantue 
•pecukUion,  and  that  it  extended  its  cixcu- 
latioa  liirtlier,  in  proportion  to  its  capital, 
than  Che  cowxtiy  hauers  did,  he  could  not 
but    have  doubts  as  to  the   propriety   of 
iw&ing  the  issues  of  the  Bank  of  England 
legal  tender.    And  when  he  saw  the  readi- 
ness with  which  hon.  Members  seemed  in« 
clined  lo  adopt  this  Resolution,  it  only 
tended  to  increase    his  doubts;   and  he 
thought  it,  tlierefofe,  his  duty  to  oppose 
the  Hesolutioa.     He  denied,  that  the  prso- 
tioe>  stated  by  as  hon.  Member  to  esist  in 
some  paxts  of  the  country,  of  paying  la- 
bouren  in  Bank  of  England  notes  of  5/. 
was  at  all  general.     In  Lancashire  it  did 
not  exist     There  wages  were  regularly 
paid  at  four  o'dook  every  Saturday ;  and 
evely  man,  woman,  and  child  carried  off 
their  earnings  in  hard  cash.    In  duty  to 
himself,  and  to  the  larse  constituency  which 
he  represented,  he  fdt  himself  hound  to 
oppose  the  Resolution. 

Colonel  Tarreiu  would  have  had  no  ob- 
jection to  make  Bank  of  England  paper 
legal  tender,  provided  that  were  done  on 
the  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Rkardo,  or  pro. 
vided  the  Bank  issues  were  on  the  same 
principle  as  those  stated  by  Joplin ;  but  he 
had  die  strongest  possible  objection  to 
making  the  Bank  of  England  notes  a  legal 
tender,  constituted  as  the  Bank  of  England 
was.  He  believed,  that  the  whole  of  the 
distress  which  had  afflicted  this  country 
proceeded  from  the  mismanagement  of  the 
Bank  of  England.  The  Bau  of  £n|^nd 
was  bad  in  practice,  but  in  theory  it  was 
worse.  Their  rule  was  to  keep  to  the 
amount  of  one-third  of  their  liabilities  in 
gold,  when  the  currency  was  full;  but 
when  a  fereigB  demand  came,  then  they 
diminished  the  gold  in  their  cofl^  below 
that  proportion,  and  in  aider  to  a  readjust- 
jaen^  tbqf  wcm  then  obliged  eithec  tfyxo^ 


duce  the  circulation  or  re-establish  ^ 
amount  of  gold  in  their  coffers.  WheB| 
however,  they  had  too  much  gold  in  thtar 
coffers,  they  changed  that  gold  into  seen- 
rities.  That  this  was  the  practice  amared 
from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  HorsLey  Palmer. 
He  (Colonel  Torrens)  thought  those  two 
rules  incompatible,  and  he,  therefore,  said, 
that  the  theory  of  the  Bank  of  En^and 
was  worse  than  its  practice.  He  was  of 
opinion,  that  if  they  extended  the  mono* 
poly  of  the  Bank  they*  would  draw  upon 
the  country  all  the  evils  whidi  had  been 
felt  from  the  fluctuations  in  the  currency, 
and  that  when  they  established  the  Bank 
paper  as  a  legal  tender,  they  abandoned  all 
the  principles  which  science  liad  brought  to 
light  upon  this  important  subject 

Lord  Satukm  observed,  that  the  object 
of  Crovcmment  appeared  to  be  to  relieve 
country-bankers  from  the  necesrity  of  pro- 
curing gold  in  the  event  of  a  panic,  by 
making  Bank  of  England  paper  a  legal 
tender  in  the  counties  above  a  certain 
amount  (5/).  How  would  the  system 
satisfy  the  holders  of  5L  country-notes,  and 
the  deporitors^  who  were  the  two  classes 
of  the  country-bankers'  customers?  The 
holdeis  of  5/.  notes  could  still  demand 
gold,  and  the  depositors  might  draw  checks 
for  small  amounts,  iu  otuer  to  get  gM. 
Such  being  the  case,  the  country  hankers 
would  naturally  send  to  London,  not  for 
Bank  cf  England  notes,  whidi  might  not 
be  aooqited,  but  for  the  article  (^old)  which 
he  was  quite  sure  would  answer  his  pur- 
pose in  the  event  of  a  panic  Thus  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  Government  plan  was,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  inefficient :  a  sufficient 
ground  to  justify  him  in  opposing  the  Re- 
solution. 

Mr.  Emari  sud,  that  the  great  objection 
which  he  had  to  the  change  propoaed  by 
this  Resolution  was,  that  a  case  of  necesrity 
had  not  been  made  out ;  and  he  tiiought, 
such  a  change  was  not  to  be  justifled  but 
by  absolute  necesri^.  The  evidence  on 
the  subject  went  af^aintt,  rather  than  in 
favour  of,  its  neoessrty.  He  had  been  on 
the  Committee  on  the  state  of  our  con- 
meroe,  and  had,  theielbre,  had  opportuni- 
ties of  inquiring  into  the  subjeet,  and,  he 
was  convmoed,  that  the  cuneocy  of  the 
country  as  it  at  j^rosent  stood  was  sufficient 
for  the  newantiea  of  the  country.  He 
objected  to  the  Bank  of  Englaad  beoaine 
it  vras  a  monopoly.  If  there  were  other 
large  establishments»  the  rivals  of  eadi 
other,  he  would  imt  object  to  making  the 
paper  of  that  Bank  which  had  shown  itKlf 
dflgMiing  of  H^  nublic  oonfiikMD  Vw^l 
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tender.  Neither  would  he  object  to  the 
paper  of  a  National  Bank,  but  he  could 
not  support  such  a  proposition  in  the  case 
of  the  Bank  of  England.  He  would^ 
therefore^  oppose  the  Resolution,  in  the  first 
place,  because  it  was  not  necessary ;  se- 
condly,  because  the  Bank  of  England  was 
a  monopoly ;  and,  thirdly,  because  the  mea- 
sure had  a  tendency  to  depreciate  the  value 
of  the  currency. 

Mr.  Poulelt  Scrope  supported  the  Re. 
solution.  He  said^  that  some  people  were 
of  opinion,  that  every  liability  should  be  as 
easily  convertible  into  gold  as  possible.  He 
was  of  a  contrary  opinion.  He  thought, 
that  it  might  be  advantageous  to  throw 
some  obstructions  in  the  way  of  converting 
responsibilities.  The  promise  to  pay  in 
gold  was  one  which  could  not  be  fulfilled ; 
and  it  was  the  business  of  the  Legislature 
to  take  care  that  debts  should  be  ultimately 
paid.  He  thought,  the  present  clause 
would  tend  to  that,  and,  therefore,  he  sup- 
ported it- 
Sir  Henri/  WiUoughby  said,  that  if  a 
panic  arose  from  a  distrust  of  paper  money, 
it  could  not  be  cured  by  a  tender  of  paper 
money.  The  people  in  such  a  case  wanted 
gold,  not  paper,  and  an  offer  of  paper 
would  increase  rather  than  diminish  the 
alarm, 

Mr.  Herries  begged  to  ask  the  noble 
Lord,  before  the  House  divided,  whether 
the  plan  now  proposed  was  to  be  per- 
manent, and  whether  measures  were  to 
be  taken  to  oblige  the  Bank  of  England 
to  retain  the  present  number  of  Branch 
banks? 

Lord  AUhorp  stated,  that  he  thought  he 
had  already  answered  the  questions  satis- 
factorily at  the  desire  of  other  hon.  Mem- 
bers. However,  as  it  would  appear  that 
he  had  not  made  himself  perfectly  intel- 
ligible to  the  House,  he  was  ready  to  re- 
peat what  he  had  stated  first,  in  answer  to 
the  hon.  member  for  Whitehaven,  as  to  the 
duration  of  the  arrangement.  The  hon. 
Member  had  asked  him  whether  it  was  to 
be  considered  as  permanent  or  otherwise? 
He  had  stated,  in  answer  to  this,  that  the 
boo.  Gentleman  must  be  aware  that  this 
was  a  regulation,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Bankj  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
He  added,  that  as  it  was  proposed  to  insert 
in  the  Act  of  Parliament  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  renew  the  Bank  charter  for  a 
period  of  twenty-one  years,  it  followed, 
that  the  regulation  could  not,  under  that 
Actj  esdst  beyond  the  term  fixed  for  the 
aintenance  of  the  charter.     With  respect 
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altered  in  the  mean  time,  he  was  fsi  opiniaii. 
that  if  it  should  be  found  detrimental  to 
the  public  interest,  it  would  be  competent 
to   Parliament  to  alter  it.     He  liad  been 
asked,  in  the  next  place,  whether  he  in- 
tended to  introduce  a  provision  into  the 
Bill  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  the  Bank 
to  keep  up  a  certain  number  of  brandi  cs* 
tablishments  to  pay  in  gold  in  the  country? 
He  did  not  believe  it  possible  for  him,  or 
any  other  man,  to  state  with  precision  in 
an  Act  of  Parliament  how  many  hrancii 
establishments  the  Bank  ought  to  Bupport, 
and,  therefore,  he  declined  interfering  in 
the  matter.      With  respect  to  the  tfaiid 
question,  he  did  not  think  the  alteration 
he  had  made  in  the  Resolution,  which  was 
intended,  not  to  satisfy  any  doubt  of  his 
own  as  to  a  posdble  deficiency  of  cc»n  in 
circulation  under  the  Resolution  as  it  be- 
fore  stood,  but  to  satisfy  the  apptebenskma 
entertained  by  others  on  that  sul^t     He 
did  not  think  that  the  change  would  pro- 
duce any  material  effect.     5L  notes  were 
payable  in  gold,  but  for  aU  amounts  above 
5/.  Bank  of  England  paper  would  be  a 
legal  tender.     If,  as  had   been  su^ested, 
a  bank  issued  five-guinea  notes,  a  Bank  of 
England  note  would  certainly  be  a  legpal 
tenoer  for  part  of  that  amount. 

The  Committee  then  divided  on  the 
Resolution — Ayes  214;  Noes  156:  Maic 
jority  58. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

List  of  the  Noes, 


Aglionby,  H.  A. 
And  over.  Lord 
Astley,  Sir  J. 
Baillie,  J.  £. 
Bainbridge,  E.  T. 
Baldwin,  Dr. 
Barry,  G.  S. 
Bell,  M. 
Berkeley,  H.  C. 
Bethell,  R. 
Bewes,  T. 
Blake,  M.  T. 
Boiling,  W. 
Bouverie,  D.  P. 
Bowes,  J. 
Briggs,  R. 
Brocklehurst,  J. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Buckingham,  J.  S. 
Buller,  J.  W. 
Buller,  C. 
Bulwer,  H.  L. 
Butler,  Colonel 
Calcraft,  J.  H. 
Calley,  T. 
Canwright,  W.  R. 
Castlereaghj  Viscount 
CbapUoi  T, 


Chapman,  A. 
Chaytor,  Sir  W. 
C  hay  tor.  Colonel 
Clay,  W. 
Clive,  E.  B. 
Clive,  Viscount  * 
Clive,  Hon.  R.  H. 
Cookes,  T.  U. 
Coote,  Sir  C. 
Cornish,  J. 
Daly,  J. 

Darlington,  Earl  of 
Dare,  R.  W.  H. 
Dash  wood,  G.  H. 
Dawson,  £. 
Denison,  J.  E. 
Duffield,  T.  « 

Egerton,  W.  T. 
ElUa,  W. 
Evans,  W. 
Ewart,  W. 
Faithfall,  J. 
Fancourt,  Major 
Feilden,  W. 
Feilowes,  Hon.  N, 
Fellowas,  H. 
Fenion^  J. 
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Pino,  W.  T. 

Forester,Hon.G.C.W. 
Forster,  C.  S. 
Fryer,  R, 
Galway,  J. 
GaskeU,  J.  M. 
Gaskell,  D. 
Gladstone,  W.  £. 
Gladstone,  T. 
G  rimston,  Viscou  n  t 
Gnesty  J«  J. 
Halford,  H. 
HaU,  B. 
Haadley,  B. 
Handley,  W.  F. 
Hanner^Sir  J. 

Hardy»  J* 
Hawkins,  J.  II. 
Hayes,  Sir  £. 
Heathcote,J. 
Hemes,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  C. 
Herbert,  Hon.  S. 
Hodgson,  J. 
Hope,  H.  T. 
Howard,  P.  H. 
Hughes,  W.H. 
Hume,  J. 
Ingilby.SirW. 
Irton,  S. 
James,  W. 
Jephson,  C.  D.  O. 
Jervis,  J. 
King,  B. 
Lambton,  H. 
Lefroy,  Or. 
Lefroy,  A. 

Lewis,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  F. 
lister.  £. 
Doyd,  J.  H. 
Locke,  W. 
Martin,  J. 
Molesworth,  Sir  W. 
Morrison,  J* 
O'Brien,  C. 
O'Connor,  Don 
O'Dwyer,  A.  C. 
Ord,  W.  H. 
Palmer,  R. 
Paricer,  Sir  H. 
Ptirnell,  Sir  H. 
Peel,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  R. 
Philips,  Sir  G. 
Philips,  M. 


Pigot,  R. 
Plumtre,  J.  P. 
Potter,  R. 
Powell,  W.  E. 
Price,  R. 
Ramsden,  J.  C. 
Rickford,  W. 
Ridley,  Sir  M.  VV. 
Roe,  J. 
Ronayne,  D. 
Russell,  C.  J.  F. 
Ruthven,  E. 
Sandon,  Viscount 
Sanderson,  R. 
Sanford,  £.  A. 
Shepherd,  T. 
Staunton,  Sir  G. 
Stanley,  £. 
Stewart,  J. 
Storroont,  Viscount 
Strutt,  £. 
Sullivan,  R. 
Tbicknesse,  R. 
Throckmorton,  B. 
Todd,  R. 
Torrens,  Colonel 
Trelawney,  W.  L.  S. 
Turner,  W. 
Tyrell,  C. 
Vernon,  G.  H*. 
Vigors,  N.  A. 
Vyvyan,  Sir  R.  R. 
Walker,  R. 
Walter,  J. 
Warburton,  II. 
Wason,  R. 
Welby,  G.  £. 
Whalley,  Sir  S.  B. 
Whitmore,T.  C. 
Wilks,  J. 
Williams,  Colonel 
Williamson,  Sir  II. 
Willoughby,  Sir  II. 
Wood,G.W. 
Wrottesley,  Sir  J. 
Wynn,  Right  Hon.  C. 
Wynn,  Sir  W.  W. 
Young,  J . 

TELLER. 

Ross,  C 

PAIRED  OFF 

Pouller,  J.  S. 
Romilly,  £. 


In  reply  to  Mr.  Harries  on  the  third 
Resolution  being  read. 

Lord  AUhorp  was  understood  to  say, 
that  he  thought  that  the  amount  of  debt 
which  would  remain  due  to  the  Bank  after 
the  repayment  of  twenty-five  per  cent 
which  Govemment  proposed  to  make  upon 
it  would  aflbrd  ample  security  to  the  pub- 
lic. It  was,  no  doubt,  most  desirable  that 
an  adequate  security  should  remain  for  the 
public,  in  the  shape  of  debt  due  by  the 
Government  to  the  Bank,  but  he  was  of  I 


opinion  that  after  reducing  that  debt  to  tbe 
extent  of  3,500,000/.,  a  security  as  ample 
as  was  necessary  would  be  still  provided 
for  the  public 

Mr.  Frankland  Lewis  remarked^  that 
they  should  have  some  explanation  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  returned  capital 
of  the  Bank  was  to  be  employed.  If 
the  Bank  should  be  driven  to  employ  a  por- 
tion of  its  capital  that  was  now  in  the 
bands  of  Government,  in  some  other 
direction,  it  might  lead  to  risk  and  to 
those  fluctuations  which  were  so  mis- 
chievous. 

Mr.  Alderman  Thompson  said,  that  with 
respect  to  the  reduction  of  tbe  capital  of 
the  Bank,  which  formed  part  of  the  general 
arrangement  proposed  to  the  Bank  by  Go- 
vernment, the  Bank  was  satisfied  that  the 
amount  of  capital  which  would  remain, 
after  the  proposed  payment  of  3,500,000/. 
would  be  quite  sufficient  for  the  disdiarge 
of  all  the  functions  which  the  Bank  at  pre- 
sent discharged,  or  which  it  might  be  called 
upon  to  discharge,  in  consequence  of  the 
adoption  of  the  new  arrangement  It  was 
first  proposed  by  the  noUe  Lord  to  reduce 
the  capital  of  the  Bank  one-half;  but  to 
that  proposal  the  Bank  Directors  very 
properly  felt  strong  objections,  and  the 
statement  of  those  objections  en  their  part 
had,  he  thought,  fully  justified  the  noble  Lord 
in  departing  so  far  from  his  original  propo- 
sition as  to  limit  the  reduction  to  3,500,000/. 
He  was  quite  satisfied  that  the  amount  of 
capital  which  would  remain  would  be  ade- 
quate for  all  purposes,  and  would  be  ample 
security  for  the  maintenance  of  the  public 
confidence  in  the  Bank. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  that  as  it  was  proposed 
by  this  Resolution,  that  the  Government 
should  pay  back  a  part  of  the  debt  due  by 
the  country  to  the  Bank,  it  was  neces. 
sary  to  inquire  what  was  the  object  of  doing 
so.  If  the  object  of  the  Government  in 
doing  so  was  to  make  a  better  bargain  with 
the  Bank  on  the  present  occasion,  he  would 
admit,  that  a  diminution  of  the  capital  of 
the  Bank  for  sudi  a  purpose  would  be  per- 
fectly legitimate;  but  when  he  looked  at 
the  propoaition  contained  in  the  next 
Resolution,  he  found  that  the  Government 
had  by  no  means  made  as  good  a  baigain 
as  it  might  have  made  with  Uie  Bank  under 
the  circumstances.  That  was  the  point  in 
this  transaction  which,  as  it  appwed  to 
him,  had  not  been  satisfactorily  explained 
by  the  noble  Lord.  This  reduction  of  the 
debt  due  to  the  Bank  began  with  a  loas  to 
the  public  of  20,000/.  a-year,  as  the  Go- 
vemment  would  have  to  pay  back  lo  th« 
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Bank  tlie  proposed  amount  (5,500^0001.) 
at  a  much  higher  rate  than  it  was  borrow- 
ed. Instead,  therefore,  of  120,000/.  a-year 
being  deducted  from  the  payments  made  to 
the  Bank  for  the  transaction  of  the  Govern. 
ment  business,  the  real  deduction  after 
taking  into  account  this  loss  to  the  public 
of  20,000/.  a-year,  w6uld  only  amount  to 
100,000/.  per  annum.  What  he  was  now 
discussing  had,  perhaps,  more  connexion 
with  the  next  Resolution.  He  could  not 
avoid  repeating,  that  the  loss  which  the 
public  would  sustain,  and  the  advantage 
which  the  Bank  would  derive,  from  the  re- 
duction of  the  capital  of  the  Bank,  afforded 
the  noble  L«rd  good  grounds  for  making 
a  much  better  bargain  than  he  had  made 
with  the  Bank. 

Lord  AUhorp  remarked,  that  the  bargain 
which  had  been  made  with  the  Bank  would 
come  more  conveniently  under  discussion 
when  the  next  Resolution  was  before  the 
Committee.  In  proposing  the  reduction 
which  the  Government  proposed  in  the 
capital  of  the  Bank,  he  conceived  that  it 
would  be  effected  upon  advantageous  terms 
for  the  public  at  present,  eonndering  the 
state  of  the  money-market.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  foresee  what  changes  might  take 
place  in  the  money-market  hereaiter,  and 
that  consideration  of  course  had  been  taken 
into  account  in  making  the  bargain  which 
he  had  made  with  the  Bank.  He  did  not 
think  that,  all  circumstances  considered,  he 
could  have  made  a  better  bargain  fur  the 
public. 

Mr.  Matthias  Attwood  said,  that  the 
noble  Lord  appeared  to  be  more  anxious 
for  the  interests  of  the  Bank  than  for  those 
of  the  Exchequer,  over  which  he  presided. 
One  of  the  noble  Lord's  reasons  for  reduc- 
ing the  debt  to  the  Bank,  was  that  the 
money  had  been  lent  at  a  low  rate  of  in- 
terest. Now,  if  the  interest  was  lower 
than  the  market  rate,  the  Exchequer  would 
be  a  loser  pro  tanto,  as  it  would  have  to 
puH'hase  at  a  higher  rate  to  repay  the  amount 
proposed.  For  his  part,  he  would  rather  see 
the  noble  Lord  exhibit  an  anxiety  to  reduce 
the  expenses  of  the  Exchequer,  so  as  to 
effect  some  reduction  in  the  public  taxatlbn, 
than  manifest  such  an  anxiety  to  secure 
their  dividends  to  the  Bank  proprietors. 
He  saw  no  inclination  exhibited  on  the 
part  of  the  Bank  for  a  reduction  of  the 
debt  due  to  it,  and  he  saw  no  reason  for 
supposing  that  the  Bank  In  the  ffrst  in- 
stance would  have  asked  any  thing  for 
managine  the  Government  business. 

Mr.  Pottlett  Thomson  said,  that  the 
ttateraent  which  had  just  been  made  by 


the  hon.  Member  was  so  oomplelel  j  at 
riance  with  the  papers  that  had  been  laid 
before  the  House^  that  he  could  not  avoid 
noticing  it  If  Uie  hon.  Member  would 
only  look  into  those  papers,  he  would  find 
that  the  Bank  charged  the  GoverDment 
144,000/.  a-year,  or  one  per  cent  upon  its 
capital  of  14,500,000/.  lent  to  the  oountrr. 
That  charge  was  distinctly  specified  by  the 
Bank  Directors,  and  the  grounds  on  which 
it  was  made  were,  that  they  lent  the  money 
to  the  Government  at  three  per  cent,  and 
that  if  ihey  returned  it  to  the  Bank  pro. 
prietors  they  could  get  four  per  cent  for  it 
He  only  regretted  that  the  original  ptopou 
sition  to  pay  off"  one  half  of  the  debt  to  the 
Bank  did  not  still  form  a  part  of  the  pro- 
posed arrangement,  as  he  was  sut«  the  re- 
maining capital  would  afford  ample  secu- 
rity to  the  public.  It  should  be  recollected 
that  it  was  most  advantageous  fbr  the  pub- 
lie,  at  a  momemt  when  the  funds  were  sp 
high,  and  when  the  rate  of  interest  in  the 
market  was  ao  low,  to  get  rid  of  a  portion 
of  the  debt  due  to  the  Bank.  If  the  doing 
so  should  be  postponed  for  ten  yean  Biore, 
when  the  renewal  of  the  Charter  would 
come  before  Parliament,  who  would  engage 
that  the  three  per  cents  would  not  then  he 
at  fifty  or  sixtv  ?  See  then  the  disadvant. 
age  under  which  the  country  would  labour 
in  being  obliged  to  fund  with  the  three 
per  cents,  at  fifty  or  sixty,  instead  of  being, 
as  they  now  were,  at  ninety.  But  hon. 
Members  would  say,  that  the  three  pcr 
oents  were  more  likely  to  march  the  other 
way.  Now,  the  Government  had  only  to 
look  at  the  probable  state  of  things,  and  it 
was  obvious  that  there  was  a  smali  margin 
for  a  rise,  while  there  was  a  large  mar. 
gin  for  a  fall  in  the  three  per  oenti  at 
present. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  that  although  the 
discussion  in  which  the  Committee  was  at 
present  engaced  might  be  more  appropriately 
taken  u|X)n  me  4th  Resolution,  yet,  as  the 
present  Resolution  was  so  much  connected 
with  it,  he  thought  the  time  of  the  House 
would  be  saved  by  having  that  discussion 
now.  It  was  to  be  remarked,  that  ia 
all  the  Reports  of  the  Committees  thai  had 
sat  with  regard  to  the  Bank,  the  amount 
of  the  debt  due  by  the  public  to  the  Bank 
had  been  always  taken  as  the  security  for 
the  public — as  the  grounds  fbr  its  confidence 
in  the  Bank.  It  was  so  hi  the  Committee 
of  1797,  and  so  likewise  in  the  Commit- 
tee  of  1819.  The  debt  of  14,000,000/.  or 
15,000,000/.  had  been  uniformly  assumed 
as  the  security  for  tbe  stability  of  the  Bank 
circulation.    The  noble  Lord  now  praposid 
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tf»  pftj  off  ft  portfen  df  the  debt  due  to  the 
Bank,  and  if  the  circulatioa  of  the  Bank 
was  to  remain  as  it  was,  perhaps  1 1,000,000/. 
of  debt  would  be  a  sufficient  capital  as 
necurity  for  that  circuUition.  But  the  noble 
Lord's  plan  went  on  to  extend  the  circula- 
tion of  the  Bank  indefinitely.  The  noble 
LiOrd  wished  to  gi?e  the  Bank  a  monopoly 
c^  the  circulation  of  the  country,  and  he 
seized  the  very  same  opportunity  to  effect  a 
diminution  in  that  fund,  which  afibrded  one 
of  the  grounds  of  public  confidence  in  the 
Bank.  The  noble  Lord  proposed  to  add  inde- 
finitely to  the  paper  circulation  of  the  Bank, 
and  at  the  same  time  he  proposed  to  dimi- 
nish the  debt  due  by  the  public  to  the  Bank 
to  the  extent  of  3,500,000/.  If  that 
amount  was  to  be  repaid  to  the  proprietors, 
it  would  be  a  complete  diminution  pro 
ianto  in  the  assets  of  the  Bank.  He  wished 
to  know  whether  that  would  be  the  case  ? 
[Lord  Akhorp  was  understood  to  say,  across 
the  Table,  that  the  Bank  would  be  bound 
to  pay  it  to  the  proprietors.]  If  the  Bank, 
then,  would  be  bound  to  do  so^  he  (Sir 
Robert  Peel)  would  maintain,  that  it  would 
be  a  diminution  pro  tanio  of  the  assets  cf 
theBank.  Atthe  aametime  this  repayment  of 
a  portion  of  the  debt  to  the  Bank  would  not 
be  effected  at  a  loss  less  than  that  of  20,000/. 
a-year  to  the  country.  The  result  was,  in 
consequence  of  the  arrangement  contained 
in  the  Sid  and  4th  Resolutions,  that  the 
Bank  would  only  have  to  pay  100,000/.  a- 
year  for  the  renewal  of  its  Charter.  The 
Bank  on  the  former  occasion,  be  believed, 
paid  280,000/.  for  the  renewal  of  the 
Charter.  It  lent  the  Government  a  sum  of 
14,000,000/.  at  three  per  cent,  when  the 
rate  of  interest  was  five  per  cent,  which 
was  tantamount  to  paying  280,000/.  a-ycar. 
Supposing,  as  an  hon.  Member  said,  that  the 
market  rate  of  interest  was  four  and  o-half 
per  cent  only,  it  was  still  certain  that  the 
Bank  at  all  events,  paid  much  more  than 
100,000/.,  and  the  privileges  acquired  by 
the  Bank  at  that  period  were  much  lem 
than  now.  But,  although  the  noble  Lord 
had  made  a  bargain  with  the  Bank  which 
he  thought  improvident,  he  would  not 
refuse  to  ratify  the  liargain.  His  confi- 
dence in  the  Bank  Directors  had  indeed, 
greatly  increased  since  these  nogcitiations ; 
for  if  they  had  got  all  the  privileges,  and 
paid  less  than  they  paid  before,  although 
he  would  not  say  they  had  outwitted  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  they  had 
made  a  capital  bargain  for  tlieniselves. 
Although  he  was  not  prepared  to  nullify 
the  bargain  the  noble  Lord  had  made,  still 
it  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  House  and 


the  country  if  the  noble  Lord  would  give 
some  estimate  of  the  mode  in  which  he  had 
calculated  what  the  Bank  should  give  for 
the  renewal  of  their  Charter;  and  if  it 
was  less  than  the  former  consideration, 
his  reasons  for  not  making  a  better  bargain. 
Lord  Allhorp  observ^,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  said,  that  he  (Lord 
Althorp)  was  reducing  the  capital  of  the 
Bank  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  increaa. 
ing  their  liabilities.  He  would  first  ob- 
serve, that  in  1797  the  amount  due  by 
Government  to  the  Bank  was  6,000^000/. 
less  than  at  the  present  time.  When  the 
charter  was  renewed  in  1801  the  Bank 
advanced  .8,000,000/.  for  six  years  without 
interest.  Therefiare  they  had  advanced  at 
that  time  about  10,000,000/.  or  1 1 ,000,000/. 
to  Government.  Before  the  last  addition 
the  amount  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Bank 
was  a  great  deal  larger  than  at  present  or 
than  any  arrangement  he  piiitiaKd  was 
likely  to  make  thcmj  being  nearly 
S0,000,000/.  In  1816,  the  Bank  advaneed 
8,000,000/.  or  rather  2,910J00(H.  at  three 
per  cent.  These  advances  were  never  ttade 
in  consideration  of  the  security  of  the  Bankt 
but  merely  for  the  renewal  of  their  Charter. 
In  1801,  about  150,000/.  per  year  was 
given,  in  consideration  of  which  some  addi* 
tional  privileges  were  conferred  on  the 
Bank.  He  did  not  recollect  the  interest  of 
money  when  the  last  8,000,000/.  was 
borrowed  from  the  Bank,  but  he  supposed 
that  the  Government  might  perhaps  have 
gained  one  per  cent  on  that  sum  by  the 
transaction.  The  right  hon.  tianmethad 
asked  what  was  the  principle  of  the  bargain 
he  had  mode  with  the  Bank  ?  In  his  first 
negotiation  with  the  directors,  their  propo- 
sition was  founded  on  a  statement  tji  their 
accounts.  The  actual  capital  of  the  Bank 
was  19,000,000/.,  yielding  1,164,000/. 
a-y  ear :  he  did  not  think  this  a  very  large 
profit.  He  proposed  to  reduce  the  funded 
capital  from  14,500,000/.  to  7,000,000/., 
and  he  agreed  with  the  Bank  Directors,  that 
they  might  divide  ten  per  cent  on  the 
nominal  ca|ntal,  or  eight  per  cent  on  the 
whole  capital  of  the  Bank.  The  proposi* 
tion  made  was,  that  the  Bank  proposed  to 
give  Government  50,000/.  a-ycar  for  the 
renewal  of  the  (^barter,  and  a  division  of 
the  surplus  profits  of  the  Bank.  He 
thought  this  sum  inadequate,  and  made  a 
proposition  which  he  thought  not  unfair* 
but  which  the  Directors  could  not  recom* 
mend  to  the  proprietors,  and  he  was  led  to 
consider  the  course  he  must  pursue.  He 
felt,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  much  greater 
importance  than  a  question  of  how  much 
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the  Bank  should  pay  ;  that  it  was  import- 
ant that  the  Bank  afiain  should  be  put 
upon  a  proper  footing ;  and  he  considered 
that  though  a  new  Bank  with  a  capital  of 
10>000>000Z.  might  be  established,  it  was 
a  question  how  much  such  a  Bank  could 
anaxd  to  do  the  business  of  Government 
for.  He  found,  that  if  they  paid  the  same 
amount  for  its  Charter  as  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land was  to  give,  the  result  would  be,  that 
it  could  not  make  more  than  six  per  cent  on 
10,000,0001!.,  and  could  not  therefore 
mam^  the  public  business  cheaper  than 
the  Bank  of  £ng|land  proposed  to  do  it. 
He  thought  it  better,  therefore,  to  make 
a  bargain  with  the  existing  Bank  than  to 
set  up  a  new  bank.  The  principle  he  took 
as  a  guide  was,  how  much  a  new  bank, 
giving  the  same  security  as  the  old  one, 
would  do  the  Government  business  for? 
It  might  be  said,  that  the  Bank  made  a 
laroer  profit  than  he  had  calculated,  and  he 
beheved  it  did ;  but  this  was  the  principle 
upon  which  he  had  proposed  the  bargain ; 
he  wished,  of  course,  to  make  the  best  he 
could,  and  he  did  not  think  he  had  been 
outwitted. 

Mr.  Baring  asked  whether  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  noble  Lord  to  decide  that 
night  upon  the  Resolution  that  contained 
the  before-mentioned  bargain  ?  The  noble 
Xiord  certainly  stated  with  a  great  deal  of 
ingenuousness,  the  principle  of  the  bargain 
between  him  and  Uie  Bank.  The  noble 
Lord  seemed  to  consider  only  the  profits  of 
the  Bank  with  respect  to  its  transactions 
with  Grovemment.  When  he  looked  to 
the  correspondence  lately  published,  it 
would  seem  that  the  Bank  lost  147»000/. 
a-year  on  its  ca]^tal  lent  to  Government,  for 
the  noble  Lord  took  it  for  granted,  that 
they  deducted  one  per  cent  on  the  interest 
they  might  otherwise  obtain.  He  should 
like  to  know  what  were  the  average  profits 
of  the  Bank  on  the  whole  of  their  capital. 
Ill  the  account  given  by  the  Bank,  the 
noUe  Lord  had  allowed  them  to  deduct 
147,000/1,  being  one  per  cent,  on  the 
capital  which  they  lost  in  consequence  of 
lending  it  to  Government.  .  But,  in  the 
paper  they  gave  in,  they  stated  how  the 
whole  capital  of  16,000,000^  was  em. 
ployed — ^namely,  9»000,000/.  in  Exchequer- 
bills,  at  two  and  a-half  per  cent ;  800,000/. 
stock  at  three  per  cent ;  100,000/.  for  the 
circulation  at  three  per  cent;  500^000/. 
country  discounts  at  three  per  cent. ;  and 
4,700,000/.  at  four  and  one^eighth  percent: 
so  that,  in  fact,  the  whole  16,000,000/.  was 


not  employed  by  the  Bank  at  b  higher 
interest  than  three  per  cent;  yet  they 
stated  their  loss  on  the  capital  lent  to  Go- 
vernment at  one  per  cent  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  if  the  noble  Lord  had  been 
a  little  more  alert  in  making  his  bargain, 
he  would  have  obtained  better  terms;  and 
there  would  have  been  no  necessity  for 
establishing  a  new  bank.  When  he  looked 
at  the  resiut  of  those  figures,  it  was  impos- 
sible for  him  not  to  say;  that  the  Bank  had 
the  better  in  this  bargain. 

Mr.  Hume  thought,  that  if  the  third  and 
fourth  Resolutions  were  to  be  discuiised 
together,  it  would  be  better  to  defer  thetn  ; 
and  he  would  take  that  opportunity  of  say. 
ing,  that  the  bargain  with  the  Bank  was  :i 
most  profligate  one,  and  that  the  Bank  had  its 
monopoly  continued  to  it  absolutely  for 
nothing.  The  third  Resolution  might  be 
passed  proformd  as  a  matter  of  no  great 
consequence  ;  but  lie  hoped  that  the  fourth 
would  be  d^ened. 

Mr.  Alderman  Thompson  could  not  join 
in  the  general  condemnation  of  what  was 
called  a  bargain;  and  he  contended,  that 
unless  the  circulation  of  the  Bank  was 
increased,  and  its  notes  made  a  legal  tender, 
it  would  not  pay  a  sufficient  dividend  to 
the  proprietors  for  their  capital.  At  any 
rate  it  would  not  pay  them  as  it  had  hitherto 
done.  The  Bank  could  not  be  called  upon 
to  make  large  concessions ;  and  he  tliought 
that  the  noble  Lord  could  not  obtain  fairer 
terms  than  he  had  obtained. 

Mr.  EUice  had  one  observation  to  make 
with  respect  to  the  calculations  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Essex.  If  the  Bank  could 
make  a  statement  of  its  former  profits, 
it  would  be  found  that  its  capital  lunougbt 
five  per  cent,  and  not  three  per  cent,  as  that 
hon.  Member  calculated.  The  opportunity 
the  Bank  had  formerly  of  realising  those 
profits  no  longer  existd. 

Mr.  Malihias  Attwood  remarked,  that 
that  was  no  reason  why  a  better  baigain 
should  not  be  made,  for  the  Bank  were  not 
in  a  worse  condition  than  the  rest  of  the 
country  in  this  respect  He  ooaeeived  the 
bargain  which  had  been  made  by  the 
Government  with  the  Bank  was  most 
monstrous ;  they  had,  in  fact,  made  thein- 
selves  partners  with  the  Bank,  but  pos. 
sessed  no  share  in  the  management  of  its 
concerns  and  none  of  its  profits. 

The  third  Resolution  agreed  to. 

The  House  resumed,  the  Committee  to 
sit  again. 

INDEXES 


GENERAL    INDEXES 


TO 


VOLS.  XV.  XVL  XVII.  &  XVIII.  (THIRD  SERIES)  SESSION  1833 


OF 


HANSARD'S  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 


(A.)— S  UBJECTS    OF    DEBATES. 


NO  I.  HOUSE  OF  LORDS.— NO  II.  HOUSE  op  COMMONS. 


MMMMIMMMMWMMlMMMnaMliWMMMM* 


N^I.   DEBATES— LORDS. 


MMMMIWMIPMMMW 


ACTIONS,Lamitation  of,  zviii.  790 

Addresses  ia  answer  to  the  King's  Speech, 
▼oL  XT.  90.— In  relation  to  Portugal,  xyiii. 
338 

Administralion  of  Justice,  xri.  1060 

Agricultural  Labourers,  employment  of,  xviii. 
664 

Algiers,  occupation  of,  xvii.  900.^xfiii.  1026 

Answers  to  the  Address,  xr.  297. — In  relation 
to  Portugal,  xfiii.  379 

Chancery,  Bill  to  Reform  the  proceedings  in, 
xvii,  70 

Church  Patronage  (Wales),  xtu  1222, 1291.— 

Xfll.  1 

Chmdi,  Reform  of  (England),  xt.  297 
Church,  Reform  of  (Ireland),  xri.  995, 1292 
Cleigy,  conduct  of,  xy.  297, 1143, 1174 
Com  Lawi,  xrii.  75S,  1161 
Cotton  Duties,  xvii.  1069 
Curates,  salaries  of,  xv.  297 

Death,  poDishment  of,  xvi.  632 

Debts,  payment  of,  xviii.  104 

Disturbances,  suppression  of  (Ireland),  Bill 
for— First  reading,  XT.  718.  Second  reading, 
837.  CommiUee,  932.  Report,  1023.  lltird 
reading,  1090.  Commons'  amendments  in, 
1294. — Petitions  concerning,  xvi.  196 

EuWladia  Charter,  xviii.  851,  991 
Education  (Ireland) ,xvi.  699. 779.— -xviii.  1355 
VOL.  XIX.  {Sa-} 


Fitzgerald,  Colonel,  xviii,  167 
Game  Laws,  xviii.  166 

Inheritance,  xviii.  106 

Ireland,  tee  Mayo,  Disturbances,  Change  of 
Venue,  Education,  Juries,  King's  Bench— 
Poor  Laws,  Church  Reform  Temporalities, 
Sute  of,  XV.  833 

Jews,  emancipation  of,  xvi.  775 

Juries  (Ireland),  xvi.  902. — xvii.  5, 671,  720 

Justice,  administration  of,  xvi.  1060 

King's  Bench  (Ireland),  xvi.  194 

Labour  Rate,  xvii.  751 

Law  Commission,  xvii.  756.-*^Scotland,)xviii. 

1285.— Criminal,  xviii.  316,  1011 
Local  Judicatures,  xvi.  1190. — ^xvii.  591 — xviii. 

554,  857, 1062, 1105, 1286 
Lunatics,  Regulation  of  (Bill),  xv.  550 

Mayo,  Disturbances  in,  xv.  463.— 'Xvi.  700 
Moravians  (Oaths),  xviii.  1015 

Newspapers,  Sunday,  xviii.  168 

Parliament,  Opening  of,  xv.  33 
Peer,  Conduct  of  one,  xvii.  1109    ' 
Political  Unions,  xviii.  852 

Poor  Laws,  Commission  to  inquire  into,  xv. 
386— (Ireland)  xvii.  960 
2Z 


INDEX. 


Poriocky  Case  of  the  Rector  of,  xv.  1134, 1174 
PortuTal,  Relations  with,  xviii.  238^  379 
PrintiDg  (RepOrt^),  Expense  of,  xt.  836 

Privileges^  Breaches  of,  xv.  1171. — xviii.  237, 
661 

Queen  Anne's  Bounty,  xvi.  529 

Sabbath,  Observance  of,  xv.  716,  1 171. — xvi. 
465, 1293.— xvii.  1379 

Saint  Luke's  Vestry,  xviii.  954 

Slaughter  Uduses,  Metrdpolitad,  xvii.  4G2 

Slavery,  abolition  of,  xvi.  281,  1184.— xvii. 
373,  837,  1339,— -xviii.  102,  360,  446  — 
Ministerial  plan  for,  1014, 1163 

Slave  Trade,  XV.  1142 

Stigo,  Marquess  of,   accusation  against,  xv. 

463 
Speaker,  the,  Royal  Assent  to  the  choice  of, 

XV.  83 


Speech,  The  Ring's,  xv.  86 

Stafford, .  Boroagh  of,  Indemnity  Bill,  xtH. 
375^  671j lof 1, 1342 

Stanley,  Mr.,  Petition  to  Remove  from  the 
Government  of  Ireland,  xv.  1133 

Suits,  at  Common  Law,  xvii.  137 

Temporalities  of  the  Church  (Ireland),  xviii. 
379 

Tithes  (Ireland),  xv.  462.— xviii.  1037 
Tithes  (fefiglaud)!  kh  i  lS4>-Xv]|.  718, 960 
Turnpike  Roads,  Debts  on,  xv.  634 

Venue,  Change  of  (Ireland),  xv.  1093 

West-India  Colonies,  State  of,  xv.  Ii43 
Wimbledon,  Rectory  of,  xvii.  960 
Wine  Duties,  xvii.  1338 


N^^II.    DEBATES— COMMONS. 


*»..*.*»•»»»  •».!.•» 


Absentees  (Ireland),  xvi.  726 
Accounts,  Public,  xv.  1059 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  King's  Speech,  xv. 
139,  238,  312,  393,  477. — In  relation  to 
Portugal,  xviii.  515 

Advertisements,  tax  on,  see  Budget 

Affirmations,  Legality  of,  xv.  387,  476,  699 

Agricultural  Labourers,  Erhploythent  of,  xv. 
636. — Distress,  xvii.  078 

Agriculture,  Committee  to  inquire  into  it,  xvii. 
958 

Answer  to  tlie  Address,  xv.  561 

Apothecaries,  xviii.  912 

Army,  Returns  of,  xv.  1148.  Distribution  of, 
xvi.  379.  Estimates,  1(57. — xvii.  948.  frlog- 
ging  in,  49. — xviii.  1229 

Assessed  Taxes,  xv.  560,  616,  903,  1100. — 
xviii.  15,  1019,  1130 

Ballot,  Vote  byi  xvii.  607— xviii.  94 

Bank  of  England  Charter,  xviii.  169,  1306, 
1361 

Barristers,  Registering,  xvi.  698 

Beamish,  Mr.,  case  of,  xviii.  372 

Beer,  Sale  of,  Act,  xvi.  337,  999.— xvii.  203 

Beer-houses  Regulation  Act,  Xv.  762. — ^xvii. 
-268 

Berwick,  Governor  of,  xv.  1 36 

Blasphemy,  Punishment  of,  xv.  634,  767 

Bode,  Baron  de,  xvii.  1268 

Boston,  Corporation  of,  xviii.  956 

Brazils,  trade  with,  xvi.  284, 888 


bribery  at  Elections,  xv.  233. — ^xvii.  194,  964 

Bristol  Blectlmii  xviii.  38 

Budget,  the>  xvii.  326 

Sur^h  RefoHn  (9cdtmnd)|  xvi:  567.— xviii. 
1243 

Business  bf  the  House,  new  plan  for  Cotidtict- 
ingi  XV.  137>  2\9i  1004.— xvi.  101,  568j  883, 
905.-^xvii.  to,  1344 

Capital  Punishment,  Abdihion  of,  xv.  1152 

Carrickfergus  Electioh,  iviil.  96 

Carts,  Taxed,  xv.  853 

Caihtillc  Sdtdiefrl,  xv.  M 

Catholic  Members,  Oaths  taken  by  tnt^fh,  xv. 
4t7.--xvi:  1348 

Catholic  Marriages,  xviii.  553, 1239 

China  tfdde,  kkiW.  377 

Church  t^atronafee  (Wales),  xvi.  104.— ivrt. 
32l— tvill.  300 

Church  Property  (feH^ldMd),  *v.  Olf .  iXA^ 

Church  Property  (Irbldnd),  xfr.  H^l.— IHl. 
909 

Church  Rates,  xviii.  1305 

Church  Reform  (kngland),  xv.  31o.~ivii.  1^8 

Church  Reform  Cireianij),  Ministerial  Han  af» 
XV.  561. — Bill  ibr,  first  reauliig,  xvi.  iff. 
Second  reading,  647.  llesolutlohs  concern- 
ing, 1354. — xVii.  36.  Second  Bill  for,  ^66, 
113,  1381— xviii.  954,  Sf8l,  ldl8,  i065, 
1135,  1234 

Clergy  (the  IrishX  Residence  of,  xv.  623 
Cbdrinptooy  Sir  Bdwatd,  xvi.  j005,  )U9 


index; 


CoercWe  Immn  (IretandX  is^  Diltnrbflhees 

Cold  Bath  Fields  Meetingi  avii.  1269 

Coleraine  Election,  xt,  659 

Comroeroei  Committee  to  inquire  ititOf  xvii* 
9^8 

Committees,  Grand,  on  Religion,  &c.,  xt. 
t28, 635«^-<lii  Eleetidits,  itvi.  841 

Constantinople,  x?ii.  383, 1 101 

Co^k  0(M,  tm,  979 

totti  La^s,  iV.  13^,  1160.— xfii.  id4d.-iTiii. 
964, 1130 

Corporation  Reforni  xt4  809,  645i—XTiii  966 

Cotton,  Dttty  on^  (sse  Badget) 

Counsel,  conduct  of,  in  Committees,  xvU«  1112 

Ctown  Iiands^  tviti  1027^  1274 

Culleyi  6Ue  ofi  atid  illi|a0lt  dtf i  Jif  iili  670^  7#t 

Curtesy  bf  An^aadj  Law  ef^  Ati  6A6 

Danish  Claims,  tfUi.  tol|  997 
Dartmouth,  Corporation  of,  xfi.  117 
Dl!tMHf|i,Cdt^ttt«ss  Iff  ttu»  R^pbrt^,  fi\.  1 11^ 
Vlstf«ss,  Pttbtic^  tfli  9l8.— itiL  1^,  d84,  469, 

iii&o. 

Debts,  Payment  of,  xvii.  969.->^Iinprisdhment 

for,  x^iil.  m 

DM(iiVbiiie«$,  ridt>|if%tti6tt  af  (iHtanfl),  Bill  for, 
XV.  873, 1099, 1101.  First  Reddihg,  1210, 
1299.— xvii  %6i  120,  t02i  Setond  reading, 
466,  489.  Committee,  589,  66^,  731 .828, 
884,  975.  Ite-committed,  ll48.  Third 
reading,  1236.  Petitlbnl  bbbbetnitig,  295, 
340,  392,  572,  ttf  6 

Divisions  ih  th«  tibusfe,  x¥;  991)  1021 

Doter  Sleetibn,  kvli.  ^71,  895 

Do#tet,  tarn  of|  xV.  BBii 

Dhittiatili  Authdrs,  tvi*  600 

Dramatic  Performances,  xvi.  561 

Dnnglass,  Lord,  Ashiiofl  tb,xTii.  Id64 

thrmling  Hblilte,  H)bbtoti^  in,  <viii.  613 

Eastpindia  Company's  Charterix? .  682— icviii. 
698 

Ecclesiastical  Revenues,  xv.  1022 

Education,  National,  xv.  t58. — xvii.  598 

Election  Petitions,  xv.  230.— xvi.  341 

Ellice,  Mr.,  Complaint  of,  xv.  991 

.  Embargo  on  the  Dutch  Trade,  xv.  770^xf  11. 
1074 

fimployment^  Provision  against  ihe  watit  of  it^ 
xvii.  596 

Evidene^  reAisal  to  gite,  avi.  1067 

Bxplaoation,  x?ii.  466|  728 

FMrtOfyi  Commiision  tto  inquire  Into,  xvi.  64o, 
970^  tool.— xvii.  79.— xviii.  306 

Factory  Regulations,  xt.  390,  1160,  1293.— 
xvi.  878.— xviii.  447,  914 

f  in^  a9d  Reqpver>eS|  L|iw  of^  xv.  655 


Fire  Insnfanees,  xvii.  464 
Fisheries,  Channel,  xviii.  444 
Foreign  Policy,  xfiil.  876 

Game  Act,  Bill  to  amend,  xvi.  1205.— xvii.  257 
Ohisgow  Lottery,  xvii.  739 
Gravesend  Pier,  xviL  1036 

Hand  Loom  Weavers,  xvii.  18 
Health,  Public,  xv.  1049 

Hertford,  fiotoughj  xvi.  ^30.— xvii.  79.  xviii. 

68,94 
Highways,  xv.  1144 
House  iifad  Window  Tax,  xv.  560,  016.— (itfs 

Bttdgl!t1»  xtiii  538^  758.<— xviiii  16 
House  of  Commons,  insufficient  accommoda« 

tion  in,  Xvi.  803.    Proposition  to  build  a 

new  onei  370 
Houses,  Stealing  in^  xvii.  156 

thdld^Ufm,  Xvli.  1b6^ 

tfelarid,  ke  Address,  Vagrants,  Disturbances, 
Tithes,  Juries,  Vestry  Cess,  Offences,  Poot- 
Laws,  Absentees)  Church  Tettporalities — 
Information  as  to  its  State,  xv.  1199 

Jersey,  xvii  1104 

Jews,  Emancipation  of,  xv.  310, 559.~xvi.  io, 
725,  973,— xvii.  205.— XVUi.  47, 1251 

Joint  Stock  Banks,  xtltii  1300 

Joy,  Baron,  xvii.  1274 

Judges*  Chambers,  xv.  1165 

Judges'  Salaries,  xvii.  118 

Judges,  Diminished  Jurisdiction  of,  xv.  637 

Juries,  Grand  (Ireland),  xv.  955, 1188.^xviii. 

1231 
Juries,  Cofdmon  (Ireland),  xvi.  343 
Juvenile  Offenders,  xvii.  146 

Kilkenny,  Proclaiming  of,  xvii.  117,  244 
Kingston  Railway,  xviii.  566 
Knowledge^  'taxes  on,  xv.  186.— xvi.  2 

Lancaster  Assises^  xfi»  1203 

Larceny,  Simple,  xtiii.  1 854 

LauncestoU,  fiordogfa  of,  xfil.  20l,  722 

Leicester  Corporation,  xvii.  907 

Libel  Law,  Mil  tb  alni^nd,  Xvl.  1207 

Licensing  Magistrates,  xfiil.  1129 

Light-houses,  Private,  Xv.  1067 

Limerick  (City)  Election,  xvii.  195 

Liiliitatlon  of  Actions,  xtii.  1160 

Liverpool  Election,  xv.  1026, 1187.— xvi.  293, 
305,  538^  648 

Londdtt,  trade  of,  xviii*  63 

Lord*s  Day,  The,  tee  Sabbath 

Malt-duties,  xvi.  907.— ivit.  690. 728»  758 
Mandiester  Free  School^  xv.  7S8 


INDEX. 


Manufactures,  Committee  to  inquire  into^  xvii. 

958 
Marine  Insurances,  $ee  Budget 
Marshall,  Mr.  Grantley,  xYii.  744 
Members  holding  Office,  xv.  1107 
Merchant  Tailors*  Company,  xv.l030, 1114 
Military  at  Elections,  xv.  1166 
Military  Flogging,  xvii.  49 
Misunderstandings  in  the  House,  xv.  1129 
Monetary  System,  xvii.  384, 466,  469,  540 
Museum,  British,  xvi.  1003 

Naval  Officers  Sitting  in  Parliament,  xv.  622 
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Newcastle,  Corporation  of,  xv.  949 

Newsbam,  Richard,  case  of,  xvi.  1235, 1344 
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Parliament,  Opening  of,  xv.  35 
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Patents,  Law  of,  xv.  974 
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Peel,  Sir  Robert,  xvii.  1277 

Peer,  Interference  of  at  an  Election,  xv.  1183 
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Pensioners,  xviii.  2 

Petitioners,  Character  of,  xvi.  1 141 
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Police,  Metropolitan,  xvi.  1138 
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Political  Unions,  xv.  311. — xvii.  31.— xviii. 
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Poor  Laws  Commission,  xviii.  913 
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1020.  Bill  to  substitute  it  for  an  Oath  in 
all  cases,  1040 

Reform  Act,  xviii.  36, 961 
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Separatists*  Affirmations,  xviii.  1011 
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Stafford  Indemnity  BiU,  xvL  554,  894,  991, 
1284 
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Welch  Church,  xviii,  300 
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Windsor  Borough,  xvi.  119 


(B).— MEMBERS  WHO  HAVE  SPOKEN  IN  DEBATE  :- 


I.— HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


•MWMMMVWMMMW 


ABxaDEXH,  Earl  of,  xv.  96, 123 
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Bangor,  Bishop  of,  xvi.  1223 

Bath  and  Wells,  Bishop  of,  xv.  308,  1173, 
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— xviii.  249,  269,  373,  398,  384,  ^^»  ^^^9 
992,1028,  1031,  1Q46,*  1063,  1201,  1204, 
1211 
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1139,  1141, 1173,  1175, 1^7, 1178 
—xvi.  933,  334,  529,  535,  536,  1228, 1230^ 
1291 
—xvii.  1 

Kinnaird,Lord,  xv.  94 

Lansdown,  Marquess  of,  xv.  756 
— xvi.  82, 131 
—xvii.  374, 1071 
—xviii.  278,  281,  675,  85} 

Llandaff,  Bi^qp  pf,  xvii.  462 
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—xviii.  168,  671,  679, 1015, 10}8 

Londonderry,  Marquess  of,  xviii.  856, 1028, 
1031 

Longford,  Earl  of,  xv.  743,  749,  843,  848 
— xvii.  720 

Lorton,  Viscount,  xr,  476 

Lyndfaitrtt,  Lord,  ^nu  140,  591,  960, 1012, 

1016,1017,1018,1071 
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1063,1118,1119,  1130,  1121,  1122,1123, 
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Malmesbury,  Earl  of,  xviii.  167 
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—xvi.  332,  1309,  1324 

—xvii.  675,721, 1016 

—xviii.  167, 854, 1038, 1046, 13^6, 1357 
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—xviii.  237, 1067,  1355 
Rolle,  Lord,  ^f\i.  374 
Rosslyn,  Earl  of,  xvii.  374 
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gegrjivp.  Lord,  xviii.  167,  856,  857,  955 
Shaftesbury,  Earl  of,  xv.  297, 1033 
— Wi»  ^55 

StigD,  Marquess  of,  xv.  466, 470 
—xvi.  708,  709 
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—xvii.  373,  374,  718,  719,  751,  8^9, 1019, 
1340, 1341, 1343 

—xviii.   104,  364,  446,  955,  1018,   1194, 
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— «?iii.  661,'  }P59 
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